January 15, 2008

Most Reverend Angelo Amato, SDB
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
Piazza del S. Uffizio 11

00193 Rome, Italy

Your Excellency:

TIn accord with the norms of Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela, L am submitling once again
for your consideration the case of a priest of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, Reverend John C.
Wagner, who has been accused of multiple counts of sexual abuse of minors. The summary of these
allegations is enclosed. The chart is highlighted with updated portions showing that additional
concerns have arisen. Father Wagner has admitted that some acts of sexual assault occurred but
denies others, He has now cut off all contact with representatives of the Archdiocese so we have no
way of confronting him on these additional reports, especially the extremely disturbing one that he
may still be in contact with teenage boys. Therefore, the liability for the Archdiocese is great, as is
the potential for scandal if it appears that no definitive action has been taken. Pending state
legislation to abolish retroactively the statute of limitations will gain more supporters if it appears

we are letting these pending cases languish.

As we have reviewed the various files and heard reports from victims, it is clear that he
consistently abused his office both to gain access to vulnerable adolescents, male and female
indiscriminately, and fo elicit the trust of their parents. Both in his parochial assignments and in his
campus ministry positions, he found opportunities to abuse his office in a flagrant and repetitive
fashion. He has exhibited no remorse for these serious offences. His only concern has been his
financial status. It was on the basis of finances that the canonical procedures i 1995 were

abandoned.

The impact on his various victims has been significant. The Axrchdiocese of Milwaukee has
yet to even locate all of the potential victims that could come forward for assistance. Our new found
awareness of the severity of damage caused by sexual abuse at the hands of clergy makes it
impossible for us to ignore this situation or allow any longer the unresolved nature of this case.
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Given the nature and frequency of the alleged and admitted sexual abuse, along with the
serious abuse of office, I have pondered long and hard to arrive at an opinion about the most
appropriate action to be taken. In order that justice may be made manifest and healng of the
victims and the Church may proceed, I am asking that Reverend John C. Wagner be dismisscd ex
officio from the clerical state. Whatever financial needs he may have can be provided for from a
fund that can be set up for him until he is eligible for a pension.

If the judgement of Your Excellency is that this case should proceed to a dismissal by
decree of your Congregation, I would cede to that judgement. The severity of the offenses is such
that it is my opinion that these requests are justified.

T look forward to your further instructions in this matter.

Thank you.

With sentiments of deepest esteem and prayerful best wishes, I am,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Timothy M. Dolan
Archbishop of Milwaukee
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January 15, 2008

Prot. No. CDF 406-04 -- 19047

Most Reverend Angelo Amato, SDB
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
00120 Citta del Vaticano

Palazzo del S. Uffizio

Your Excellency,

With regard to the above-captioned case, [ have pondered long and hard about
your suggestion that we impose a ten-year precept on Reverend Thomas Trepanier and
then consider his return to ministry. I respectfully submit that such a resolution is not
tenable. Ten years will not eradicate the facts in this matter; Father Trepanier sexually
abused a minor and can never, therefore, function as a priest again. Ehere is no such thing
as a “safe” ministry when his background is publicly know by his own admissions.

I respectfully implore you to reconsider and confirm the results of the
administrative process that was conducted here and grant the administrative laicization.
This was a decision reached only after sgrious deliberationi with some of my most trusted
canonical consultants. There is currently petiding civil legislation in Wisconsin
attempting to abalish the statute of limitationsgn sexual assault retroactively. Such
legislation would seriously compromiseithe Arclidiocese’s ability to exercise its mission.
The more we can demonstrate ofir seriousiigss about purifying the priesthood as the Holy
Father has implored us to do; the ore we ¢an be speak credibly about the adverse effects
of such legislation. Oug critics challenge-us on the fact that known abusers have still not
been laicized. If word got out thatithe Holy See had left the door open for a
reconsideration of Father Trepanier’s case in ten years, our credibility would be seriously
damaged.

Thank: you for your reconsideration of this case.

With sentiments of esteem, [ am,

Sincerely yours in Christ,
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Most Reverend Timothy M. Dolan
Archbishop of Milwaukee
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