
June 24, 1960 

My dear Father Boglian: 

I hereby appoint you assistant to 

the paator of Saint Camillus Church, Chicago, 

Illinois. You will kindly report for duty on 

July 6th to Father Mackowiak, the pastor. 

Wishing you every blessing of Ood 

in this, your first appointment, I remain, 

Very sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan 

3946 W. 56tb Place 

Chicago 29, lllinole 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of the Archbishop May 10. 1966 

Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan 
St. Qunillus Rectory 
5426 s. Lockwood Avenue 
Chicago. Illinois 60U8 

Dear Father Bogdan: 

It gives me great pleasure to ai;;point you as Assistant 
to the Reverend Sylvester W. Dudzinski, Paator of St. Isidore Church, 
Blue Island, Illinois, and in accordance with Canon 476, 3, to grant 
you the aeceaaq faculties tor the faithful dtacbarge of that duty. 

This appointment is effective Niay 16, 1966, but I 
would ask you to make arrangements with the Pastor about the exact 
date when you assume your new duties. 

Vvisbing you evexy bleHing and priestly success in 
this pastoral assignment, I am, dear Father B<>gdan, 

Very truly yours in Clirist, 

Archbishop of allcago 

Chancellor 

ce: Rev. &ylveSter W. Dudf:tnski 

AOC 007016 
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I'ebruary 10, 1%9 

Reverend Leonard A. Boidan 
St. Isidore 1\.ectory 
181 l w . Burr Dal< Avenue 
Blue Island, lllinois 60406 

Dear Father Bngdan: 

1t gives me great pleasure to appoint you as a 
full-time menlber of the staff of ou.c Archdiocesan Metropolitan 
Tribunal, effective immediately. 

For the present, l vrnuld ask you to retain .also 
your assignment at St. Isidore ?nrish, Blue lsland, Illinois, and 
to give as much assistance as possible in the t>arochial affairs of 
the parish. I am sure that Father Dudzinski will be glad to adjust 
your schedule so that you. will be able to assist in the ever increa.sl.Qg 
work of ,;_l\1£ r,ietropolltan Tribunal. 

\\ ishing you every blessing and success in this 
new priestly assisnment, 1 am, de;n Father BO'Jda.n, 

Very truly yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of (.;hie.ago 

Chancellor 

cc: Rev. Sylveater W. Dudzinski 

JPC;mp 
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REV. LEONARD A. BOGDAN 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of the Archbishop June 5, 1970 

® 

Rev. Leonard A. Bogdan 
St. ls!c:lore Rectory 
1811 West Burr Oak Avenue 
Blue Island, ll11nol8 60406 

Dear Father Bogdan: 

It glVes me great pleasure to appoint you as Vlcartus 
Cooperator to the Reveread Fraacta N. Manlola, Pastor of St. Symphoroaa 
Parish, 6135 South Awltln Avenue, Chicago, lll1nots, and in accordance 
with Canon 476, 3, to grant JOU the neceuary faculttes for the faithtuJ. 
discharge of that duty. You will, howcwer, also retain your present 
dut•et as Notary of the Metropolitan Tribunal of the .Archdiocese. 

It is uaderltood tbat you wW render every priestly aaeiatance, 
in coaform1ty with your duties in the Metr<lpOlltan Tribunal, to the Bistor 
of the parish. It w111 be feuible, I am cutaiJ:l, for yoo to hear confeaelOllS 
and to uslst With Maaset on the weekend. and to take whatever other 
asslpmeat would ruder your pr1estly aemce helpful to the pariSh. 

Thl8 appointment ts effecttve )me 15, 1970, but I would ask 
you to make arrangements with the Pastor about the exact date when you 
alisume your new duties. 

Wlsb•Oi you every blessiag and priestly success in this 
pastoral aasJgrunent, I am, dear Father Bogdan, 

Very truly yours in ChrJst, 

Arcbblshop of Chicago 

Chancellor 

cc: Rev. Frands N. Man•ola 

AOC 007019 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of the Vicar General August 29, 1974 

® 
Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan 
St. Sympborosa Rectory 
6185 S. Austin 
Chicago, Illinois 60638 

Dear Father Bogdan, 

By special mandate of His Emilence, John Cardinal 
Cody, I am happy to assig:ll you to take Post Graduate studies tn 
Rome. 

am, 
Wishing you every blessing and priestly success, I 

Sincerely yours lD Christ, 

Rev. Msgr. Francia A. Brackin 
Vicar General 

cc: Rev. Francis N. Mantola, Pastor 
Diocesan Clergy Personnel Board 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

PCST OFFlCE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Offia of the Archbishop 

Reverend Leonard A._Bogdan 
St. Symphorosa Rectory 
6135 S. Austin 
Chicago, Illinois 60638 

Dear Father Bogdan: 

November 23, 1976 

Upon recommendation of the Diocesan Clergy Personnel 
Board, it gives me great pleasure to reappoint you to our Metropolitan 
Tribunal and, in accordance with Canon 476, to reassign _you as Associate 
Pastor to the Reverend Francis N. Maniola, Pastor of St. Symphorosa 
parish, Chicag<?• 

This appointment is effective immediately, !mt ! would ask 
you to confer with Father Dolciamore and Father Maniola regarding the 
date when you will resume duty. 

Wishing you every blessing and priestly success, and with 
cordial personal regards, I am, dear Father Bogdan, 

Very truly yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

cc: Very Reverend Donald S. Bartoszek, Urban Vicar, Vicariate IX 
Very Reverend John V. Dolciamore, Officialis, Metropolitan Tribunal 
Rev. Francis N. Maniola, Pastor, St~ Symphorosa parish, Chicago 
Diocesan Clergy Personnel Board 

bcyngie Punzi .. - for NOTICES, Priest's Personal File 

Nc~kTNvJ · . ~ 
J.· ~· 

Jfl-K~ 
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FILE 

ARCHDIOCESE. DF CHICAGO 
. ' 

POST OFflcE llOX 1979 

cH1<:f..~o. ILLJN01s 60690 

Olfia of the Archbishop August 18,i 1979 
r -

Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan 
St. Symphorosa Rectory 
6135 S. Austin 
Chicago, Illinois 60638 

Dear Father Bogdan: 

Due to the resignation of the Reverend Edward S. Gunia, 
pastor of Sacred Heart parish (S. Honore}, Chicago, that parish has 
become vacant. 

In accordance with Canons 472 and 473, we are pleased 
to appoint you Vicar Econom.e of Sacred Heart parish. As Vicar Econome 
you will have all the obligations of the Pastoral office, particularly that 
of celebrating the Mass for the people (Canon 473, l}, just as if you were 
the pastor of that parish. 

This appointment is effective today and will remain in 
effect until a new pastor is appointed. 

Wishing you every blessing in your· new pastoral charge, we 
remain, 

Very truly yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

+JPC:JRK/ ag 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of the Archbishop December 12, 1979 

® 

Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan 
St. Symphorosa Rectory 
6135 S. Austin 
Chicago, Illinois 60638 

Dear Father Bogdan, 

In further reference to our convet'satlon, I am plP,a.sed 
to appoint you as Vlce-otficialls of the Metropolitan Tribunal in 
accordance with Canon 1573, 3. This appointment ts effective 
immediately upon your taking the oath of office. In appointing you 
to this responsible duty, I would ask you to work urder the direction 
of the Officlalls, the Very Reverend John V. Dolclamore. 

I am very grateful for your dedication and willingness 
to be of help to myself and the Archdiocese, and I appreciatP slnc,,..rely 
your acceptance of this new assignment 

Wishing you every blessing and priestly success in this 
important work, I am, dear Father Bogdan. 

Very gratefully yours in Christ, 

+f.:::.~~ 

cc: Very Rev. John V. Dolclamore, Offlcialls 

AOC 007023 
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COPY 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of tht Archbishop 18 lutego, 1980 

Kardynal Prymas Polski i Arcybiskup Warszawa 
Ulica Miodowa, 17-19 
00-246 Harszawa 
Polska 

Wasza Eminencjo, 

Zamierzam wydelegowac do Polski ksi~dza Leonarda 
A. Bogdana, Vice-Officialis a archidiecezji chicagowskiej, do Polski na 
okres okolo dwa miesiecy podczas tego lata. Chcialhym azehy oprocz 
opanowania jezyka pol~kiego poprzez prywatne lekcje i obcowanie z zywym 
j~zykiem na codzien, zapoznal: si~ on z roinymi procedurami trybunal"u 
malienskiego i z polsk"l: terminologi~ uzywan~ ohecnie przez trybuna:r w 
orzekaniu wyrokow. Znajomosc tych spraw jest bardzo poz~dana zwazywszy 
na ciagle wzrastaj~C? liczb~ spraw wplywajacych do trybunalu naszej 
diece~ji, posiadaj~cej wysoki odsetek wiernych pochodzenia polskiego. 

S~dz~ ze ksi~dz ~ogdan pozna~by najlepi~j prac~ 
trybunalu w Polsce w trybunale Archidiecezji :.;arszawskiej, bo wydaje 
sie by~by on najbardziej reprezentatywny dla ~odus operandi trybunal:ow 
w Polsce. 

Ksi~dz z '.-iaszej Archidiecezji 
zasugerowal: aby ksi<!dz l)ogdan zamieszka1: w domu dla duchowienstwa. zwanym 
popularnie ''Roma" przy ulicy Nowogrodzkie j 4 9 w Warszawie. Poniewaz 
Trybunat Stoleczny mieici si~ w tym samym hudynku , takie miejsce zamiesz
kania zapewnil:oby latwy dost~p do ir6de-! i zaznajomienia si~ z dzia:tanier.i 
Trybuna1:u, terminologi~ oraz innymi praktycznymi aspektami funkcjonowania 
Trybunaru. t.~iedza w tym zakresie byl:aby bardzo cenna w pracy z ludnosci~ 
oolska na terenie naszej Archidiecezji. . . 

Jezeli permisja Waszej Eminencji jest konieczna dla 
u'llozliwienia zakwaterowania w tym mie jscu, prosz~ uprze jmie o udzielenie 
jej ksi~dzu Bogdanowi. Do uzyskania wizy wjazdowej i ewentualnego zwol
nienia z obowiazkowej wyr:iia.ny dewiz oficjalne zaproszenie moze si~ okazac 
niezb~dne, i o nie rowniez proSZ';'. Wasz~ Eminencj~. 
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Jestem przekonany ze doswiadczenia uzyskana przez 
ksiedza Bogdana podczas jego pobytu w Polsce, a szczeg6lnie w Archi-

L 
diecezji Warszawskiej bC(d'} z wielka korzyscia dla niego, zarowno duchowa 
jak i naukow't· Polecam go tez Was~ej Ojcowskiej uwadze i dobroci ' 
duchowienstwa i wiernych w Polsce. 

Zyczac wszelkich blogoslawienstw Bozych w Waszej 
pracy duszpasterskiej jako Prymasa Polski i zapewniajac o modlitwach 
na wasza intencje, pozostaje Waszej Eminencji 

.. .. c 

Oddany w Chrystusie 

Arcybiskup Chicagowski 

AOC 007026 



ENGLISH TRANSLATION 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

18 February 1980 

Olfiu of the Archbishop 

His Eminence 
Cardinal Primate of Poland and Archbishop of Warsaw 
Ulica Miodowa, 17-19 
00- 246 Warsaw 
Poland 

Your Eminence, 

I plan to send the Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan, Vice 
Officialis of the Archdiocese of Chicago, to Poland for a period of about two 
months during this coming summer. In addition to his learning conversational 
Polish, I would like him to become acquainted with the various tribunal procedures 
and technical Polish terminology which is currently used by tribunal officials in 
the adjudication of cases. Such knowledge is highly desirable in view of the ever
increasing number of marriage cases submitted to the tribunal of this archdiocese, 
where there is a high concentration of people of Polish origin. 

In my judgment Fr. Bogdan would obtain the best practical 
knowledge of tribunal procedure in Poland from the tribunal of the archdiocese 
of Warsaw, since that tribunal would undoubtedly be the most representative of 
the modus operandi of all tribunals in Poland. 

Father of your archdiocese suggested 
that Fr. Bogdan take up his lodging at the clergy hotel in Warsaw, which is popu
larly termed "Roma", located on ul. Nowogrodzka 49. Since the Metropolitan 
Tribunal Office is located within the same building, this site would provide ready 
access to the study of tribunal procedures, exposure to practical terminology, etc. 
used within Poland. Such knowledge would be a genuine asset to his work with the 
large number of Polish-speaking people, who reside in the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

If it is necessary to obtain permission of Your Eminence 
for lodging at this hotel, would you be so kind as to grant Fr. Bogdan this favor. 
Likewise, since it may be necessary to have an official invitation from your office 
to obtain a Polish visa and possibly an exemption from the mandatory currency 
exchange, would you please send this to my attention on behalf of Fr. Bogdan. 

I am sure that the experiences of Fr. Bogdan during his 
sojourn in Poland, in particular within the Archdiocese of Warsaw, will be most 
profitable for him both spiritually and scholastically. I further commend him to 
your fatherly concern and kindness and to the goodness of the clergy and faithful of 
Poland. 

AOC 007027 
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With every best wish for God's blessings in your pastoral 
work as Primate of Poland and assurance of prayers on your behalf, I am Your 
Eminence 

Devotedly yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

the Tribunal Office is also located. However, as a matter of courtesy he suggested 
that Cardinal Wyszynski be informed of where I will lodge. However, out of 
deference to the Cardinal I phrased the letter as though his permission would be 
necessary. 

In brief, the suggested contents were obtained from various Polish priests, 
who said that this is the ordinary procedure in such matters. I probably will 
be going to the Polish Consulate soon to obtain preliminary information and learn 
about mandatory procedures. At this point I want to find out the way to save this 
archdiocese money by determining if I should at least register with the University 
in Warsaw and take it from there. When I find out more information, I will let 
you know. 

Thank you again for this opportunity to study Polish. It will be a great asset to 
this tribunal. By the way, the translator of this letter is from Poland. He did a 

AOC 007028 



Victim Statement Abstract 

This abstract replaces a letter from Victim MV to the Archdiocese of Chicago, dated May 29, 
1982, recanting his previous allegation of sexual abuse against Fr. Leonard Bogdan. According 
to the letter, Victim MK made the false allegation in anger and fear. 

AOC 007029 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Dear Archhi shop '\ernard in, 

I was quite elated to hear that vour are in the process of estahlishino; 
a Seminarv ~~oard. "'rom my 1 imi tecl persona 1 experience and ~rom the expe1'.'ience s of" 
manv othPr priests the minimal qualifications +-or admission a11d/or retention o-r 
prospective candidates to the priesthooct on all levels of -formation must 1-ie 
seriously re-evaluated. flopefully, the work of this hoard ~,iill effect some positive 
~uidelines, to be eventuallv disseminated amonR the clerRY of Chicago, which will 
help us in recommPndinf!. younP, men for candidacy to the p1'.'iesthood. It has always 
heen my personal helief that we owe this in justice to tl-ie Cl-iristian faithful, who 
lend their financia 1 support to tl-ie seminary system. 

T write this letter because of some very unplesant experience I have 
1-iad rlurin~ tl-ie past year with one of" the candidates, who attempted to discredit me 
and seriously calumniate me hath at school and in his nei~borhood. J received 
little support from the seminarv authorities when I hrought it to their attention. 
So I had to resolve the matter in another way with the investment of" much time and 
energy and the aid of a fellow priest jn tl-iis office. Thankfully, the matter was 
successfully resolved, :lut it is incidents like this which make priests wonder 
what are the quali-fications a student should have when they alleQ,edly aspire to 
the priesthood. ;:hat criteria should be applied to retain doubtfully qualified 
candidates in a seminarv system? :hat harm can be done to other seminarians? 

I realize a seminary hoard will never have all tl-ie answers. 'lut I 
hope that this will he a beginning for an improved seminary system and a vehicle 
-For attracting qualified candidates to the priesthood, Thank you for your genuine 
interest and concern, I congratulate you -For the insight you have manifested in 
this area. I support your efforts, I pledge my continued assistance in any way 
I can, 

Fraternally yours ,.. ... 
'V ;;// 

QL.e:_,~1A-C<.. "-.::( t:.-( 
Vice-Officialis 
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BOGDAN, REV. LEONARD A. 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of the Archbishop September 29, 1982 

\ 

Dear Lenny: 

I want to thank you again for your support 
relative to the establishment of the seminary board. I feel very 
strongly that a board would be of benefit to all our seminaries and, in 
particular, St. Mary of the I.Ake. 

However, the concern which you expressed is 
not so much the responsibility of the board as the administration and 
staff. Certainly a board can establish criterion, etc. In the final 
analysis, however, it is the people on the spot who must implement the 
policy, make judgments, etc. 

You may be sure that I intend to give a high 
priority to the formation programs in our seminaries. The well-being of 
the church in the future depends to a large extent to the quality of our 
semf1,1aries. It is my intention to make our seminary system the best in 
the country. 

Rev. Leonard A. Bogdan 
Vice Officialis 

JLlhcfb 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Your brother in Christ, 

Most Rev. Joseph L. Bernardin 
Archbishop of Chicago 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Off ice of the Vicar General 

Rev. Ernest D. Ciemiega 
Sacred Heart Church 
4602 S. Honore 
01icago, Illinois· 60609 

Dear f'ather Ciemiega: 

POST OHICL BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLJNOIS 60690 

December 7, 1982 

In response to your request, I wish to infonn you that 
with the approval of His Excellency, Joseph L. Bernardin, and in 
accordance with Canon 465,4, I am pleased to app::>int Rev. Leonard 
Bo::Jdan as Vicar Substitute and to grant him the necessary faculties 
to care for the parish during your absence. This apr:;ointment will 
be effective lliltil January 2, 1983. 

With best personal regards, I am, 

cc: Rev. Leonard Boodan 
Very Rev. Edward J . Brzozowski 
Clergy Personnel Board l/-

Sincerely yours in Orrist, 

Rev. Msgr. Francis A. Brackin 
Vicar General 

Rev. Kenneth Velo 
Assistant Chancellor 
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Victim Statement Abstract 

This abstract replaces the statement of Victim KR, as recorded and prepared by Fr. David 
Baldwin, Director of Counseling at Quigley Preparatory Seminary South, of Victim KR's 
allegation of sexual abuse against Fr. Leonard Bogdan, dated April 22, 1983. According to the 
statement, Victim KR met Bogdan in 1980 during Victim KR's early years of high school. After 
a couple of years, the relationship between Victim KR and Bogdan turned sexual, with the 
alleged abuse consisting of kissing, mutual oral sex, and Bogdan attempting to have anal 
intercourse with Victim KR on one occasion. Victim KR stated that he told several family 
members of the abuse, which ended the relationship with Bogdan. 
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Written about 8 months after the 
original allegations: 

Explanation: This was written by •••••• 
spontaneously on the tack of a graduation picture 
he gave me. It is corroborative of the letter 
dated 6/6/86, which I asked him to write in the 
event that any adverse accusation against me· 
should surface in view of his past allegations, 

I still have the "original" in my possession. 

I did forgive him eventually inspite of the fact 
that it did cause me great pain and suffering. 
I did share some of this with Fr. Keating when 
he called me in after receiving a letter from 
~. - wrote the letter at the behest 
~sellor at school. Actually-was 
guilt~ridden and got caught up with his allegations-
he had to save face and went through the motions. 

I 

;y.Q ./? J/·· ./7 r:r--- ( j" 

v <~· 
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Victim Statement Abstract 

This abstract supplements Fr. Leonard Bogdan's explanation in response to Victim KR's 
allegation of sexual abuse against Bogdan. The redacted portion is a letter from Victim KR to 
Bogdan thanking Bogdan for his support and help over the years. 
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xcerpt: Diocesan Priests'-Placement Board, 12/9/1983 

-Page 2-

Minutes, Meeting #15, The Ninth Board, Friday, Dec. 9, 1983, CPB Office 

3. Reports: (continued) 

4. 

5. 

The Cardinal has appointed Bob Becker to the position of officialis 
of the Marriage Tribunal. Tom Tivy and Len Bogdan will share the 
position of vice-officiales. 
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BOGDAN, REV. LEONARD A. 

December 22, 1983 

Dear Len: 

As a result of the consultation process, I am pleased to 
reappoint you Vice Off icialis of the Metropolitan Tribunal in accord 
with Canon 1420. This appointment is effective January 1, 1984 until 
January 1, 1988 in accord with Canon 1422. 

I appreciate, Len, your willingness to continue this important 
ministry of justice. In cooperation with Fathers Becker and Tivy, I 
am confident that you will continue to share your expertise for the 
benefit of the Tribunal as well as the people of God. 

Be assured of my support and availability. With prayerful 
good wishes, I remain 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

Rev. Leona.rd A. Bogdan, Vice Officialis 
Metropolitan Tribunal 

cc - Clergy Personnel Board 
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April 11, 1984 

His Eminence Joseph Cardinal Bernardin, D.D. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

Dear Cardinal Bernardin, 

[p)@miilo~occ©i~ [:®~~~~~ 
]@~ ~ [p) [tu D [11) lliHJTITI 

OFFICE OF THE RECTOR 

You were most kind to take the time from your busy schedule to 
speak with me last week and I appreciate the understanding you shared. 

To state briefly in writing the content of my request, I was en
couraged by the off ice of the Apostolic Pro-Nuncio to inquire about the 
suitability and availability of Father Leonard Bogdan to teach Canon Law 
at the Josephinurn. Thus I ask you to give consideration to whatever you 
can do to assist us in meeting the need for a professor in this disci
pline for the coming school year. I appreciate the potential difficulties 
which you foresee and you know that I hold your judgment in highest regard. 

Thank you for giving this matter your consideration. I enjoyed our 
exchange very much. 

FMM:ACL 

7625 NORTH HIGH STREET COLUMBUS, OHIO 43085 614 I 885-5585 
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April 17, 1984 

Dear Monsignor ~: 

Many than.ks for your recent visit. It was good 
to see you again. It brought back many memories of the many 
good years that we worked together when I was in Cincinnati. 

kegarding Leonard Bogdan, I have the following 
coraments to make. Be is a fine priest and a good canonist. 
I have a high regard for him. There are two factors, however, 
which prompt me not to support his becoming a. member of the 
faculty at this time. 

F~rst. Father Bogdan has been experiencing some 
depression. When I first came to Chicago, I spoke with him 
at some length and discovered that the situation had existed 
for some time. 

about his gDing elsewhere at 

The second difficulty is that, with the requirements 
of the new Code, we are facing a serious problem in our Tribunal: 
Many of our Tribunal priests have a great de.al of experience but 
no degrees in Canon Law. With the great volutne of work, t would 
find it ilnpossible to release someone like Father Bogdan who has 
a degree. 

I regret> Frank~ that I cannot respond positively 
to your request. I hope you understand my position. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

Reverend Monsignor lllilllllllllll 
Rector, P9nt.tiical ~um 
7625 North High Street 
Columbua, Ohio 43085 
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OFFICE OF THE RECTOR 

April 24, 1984 

His Eminence Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
Archbishop of Chicago 
Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Dear Cardinal Bernardin, 

Thank you very kindly for your letter of April 17. I appreciate 
the consideration you have given us. The problem you face of a shortage 
of degree personnel for your Tribunal is common throughout the United 
States. 

May you be richly blessed in this Easter season. 

FMM:ACL 

7625 NORTH HIGH STREET COLUMBUS, OHIO 43085 614 I 885-5585 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

October 9, 1985 
Office of lht Arclibishop 

Dear Father Bogdan, 

Thank you very much for aending me a copy of the fine 
work you did on a new pagella of faculties for the Archdiocese. 
I agree that it is long overdue. I'm sure that Bob Kealy 
will be meeting with you soon and I await the outcome of your 
discussions so that we can move this project forward speedily. 

I will ask Bob to discuss the pastoral manual with you 
also. It's a fine idea and I'm sure Bob would be grateful 
for your help. 

With cordial good wishes, I am 

Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan 
saint Symphorosa Church 
6135 South Austin 
Chicago, Illinois 60638 

bee: Reverend Robert L. Kealy 

JLB:RLK/ke 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 
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October 9, 1986 

Dear Tom, 

r have enclosed two envelopes, one white (St. Sym's), one blue. In the blue envelope 
there is a signed statement by "A" ( 1 case). I had the original in my confiden-
tial file. I have enclosed a copy. Obviously, this is only an accessory piece of 
evidence. can substantiate the situation. 

In the white envelope is the material I placed in my personnel file at the Chancery. 
I retrieved it today. I am giving you permission to inspect it but only on the 
condition that the contents in no way adversely affects the writer (whether personal, 
scholastic, vocational, etc.). I received it under this condition. The materia~ are 
copies. I have the originals in my possession, If there is any doubt that 11111 
~rote them, I believe that a graphologist can substantiate the writer as being one in 
the same person. Obviously, certain names and certain ideas would have to be deleted 
before an outsider would inspect them. If you want to eventually see the originals, 
I will be happy to show them to you. 

One thing..:also occurred to me last night regarding my having further contact with. 
after the incident. I already stated one reason (friendship with mother). In addition, 
I was not made aware until much later that -ent a letter to When I spoke . 
with 1111, I was given the impression that someone had telephoned him. After our 
discussion the matter was dropped without any negative repercussions. It was not until 
Sept. or Oct. that I learned about the letter. This was after I had spoken to 1111 
on more than one occasion. Since I was not aware that the letter was in my file, 
I didn't consider it a source of future concern. I thought it has been destroyed. 
When I became aware of a letter in my file with the note "TO BE OPENED ONLY BY THE 
CARDINAL" I became concerned--but I really didn't know what it might have been about. 
When -did contact me again in May, 1986 I· had some kind of intuition about that 
letter in my file. That is why Iasked for a disclaimer from 11111 I hope this clarifies 
some of the matters we discussed, 
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Victim Statement Abstract 

This abstract replaces a letter from Victim KR to the Archdiocese of Chicago, dated June 6, 
1989, recanting his previous allegation of sexual abuse against Fr. Leonard Bogdan, which 
Victim KR made in the Spring of 1983. According to the letter, Victim KR felt that Bogdan was 
interfering with his social life and made the allegation in attempt to distance himself from 
Bogdan. Victim KR also noted that he got the idea of making the allegation against Bogdan 
from a friend, who also admitted that his allegation against Bogdan was false. 
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September 12, 1986 

The Diocesan Clergy Personnel Board 
Hillside and Harrison Avenues 
Hillside, IL 60162 

Re: St. Patrick's Parish, Lake Forest, IL 

Attn: The Reverends John P. Finnegan and Lawrence P. McBrady 

Dear Fathers: 

I hereby submit my formal application for the role of pastor at St. Patrick's Church 
in Lake Forest, Illinois. In view of the various comments contained in the "Parish 
Profile Resume of St. Patrick" I have indicated below some of my personal 
observations regarding various concerns expressed by parishioners on August 25th. 

In view of a pastor's obligations toward fiscal responsibility and personal 
accountability I believe that he has an obligation in justice to adequately 
inform his parishioners of the financial status of the parish~ periodic basis 
either personally or through the Parish Finance Committee in accordance with 
Archdiocesan guidelines. Furthermore, a pastor should convene an open parish 
meeting at least once annually to answer questions, provide insight, obtain 
suggestions-:-e-te". regarding financial matters from the parishioners-at-large. 
Prior to such a meeting detailed and clear printed reports should be made available 
to all parishioners. With collaboration and consultation between pastor and parishioners 
most financial goals can be more effectively accomplished. 

As a full-time member of the Matrimonial Tribunal for almost 18 years I have 
been accustomed to dealing with people who are hurting and in need of healing. 
I think that I can at least begin to bridge the gaps that have developed within the 
the parish community of St. Patrick. 

As both a full-time and part-time associate I have had much experience in youth 
work over the years (e.g., teen clubs, sodalities, scouting, etc.). I continue to 
believe that a pastor must be committed to the needs of young people, the future of 
the Church. I realize that such a task may be difficult. However, various resources 
can be continuously tapped to bring the youth of today closer to the parish community 
and to make them feel needed and welcomed. 

Prayerful liturgies and liturgical progress are high priorities in my priestly 
ministry. The involvement of women and youth in various liturgical roles 
sanctioned by the local Church can significantly enhance the public worship at 
St. Patrick. An adequate educational program for the laity in this regard can 
serve to overcome many personal prejudices as regards the role of the laity, 
especially women, in the liturgical life of the parish. 
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Re: St. Patrick's Parish, Lake Forest, IL, cont'd pg. 2 

I do not think that a so-called conservative element of a parish regarding 
liturgical practices should be ignored. A healthy balance between traditional 
practices and modern reforms can be integrated into the liturgical life of a parish. 
Education and tolleration are important elements to achieve mutual respect for 
time-honored traditions and recently adopted practices involving liturgical reform. 
There is room for both. Respect for the magisterium and the presence of "Catholicity" 
wit~~the liturgy can be accomplished by remaining within the parameters of 
liturgical law and custom. Obviously, emotion often distorts the reality. 
Constant patience and continuous dialogue can be effective in dealing with polarized 
groups within a parish community. 

Because of the size of the parish community at St. Patrick's it should be relatively 
easy to get to know all the parish families to some degree. Home visition 
would be a viable means to accomplish such an end. In addition, visibility and 
availability can do so much to bridge the gaps between various groups within a 
parish. 

I believe that I have sufficient maturity, experience, and health to deal with 
the various problems narrated within the parish profile. I am also ready to return 
to full-time parish ministry after my many years of service to the people of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago in tribunal work (viz., 2/69 to present). This should prove 
to be a needed and salutary change. When I spoke to Cardinal Bernardin about a pastorat 
in recent months, he stated that he would affirm such a decision on my part. 

In view of a personal commiment I made to Cardinal Bernardin I intend to remain involved 
in tribunal ministry at least until ttre- my term as Vice Official expires at the end 
of December, 1987. I believe I can effectively coordinate the two ministries 
without compromising my primary duties as a pastor at St. Patrick's. Others have 
done the same in the past. 

If feasible and possible, I hope to accomplish some other personal goals in the area 
of Canon Law (e.g., research and writing). Recently, I have been directly involved 
in such activity with the Office of the Chancellor (e.g., compilation of recent 
presbyteral faculties, current legislation on Mass offerings, the canonical 
implications of a parochial domicile, etc.). Living at St. Patrick's will afford 
me easy access to canonical books and periodicals at the seminary library for 
reference purposes. I believe that I should continue to share with the local Church my 
God-given talents in the area of Canon Law. 

I also wish to add that my pastoral experience at Sacred Heart Parish (46th & Honore) as 
temporary administrator (1979) and vicar substitute (1982) has enhanced my ability to 
deal with parish problems based on personality difficulties and conflicts. The 
record should speak for itself. 

My various extra-parochial experiences over the past 26 years have further added to 
my ability to deal with various age groups and ministerial situations. To cite a few 
examples: a) State (2 yrs) and local (23 yrs) Chaplain of the Daughters of Isabelia; b) 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter from 1~79-82 (local and executive level); c) Catholic 
Engaged Encounter from 1982-83; d) Substitute professor of Canon Law at De Andreis Semi
nnary from 1980-82. In all these areas of ministry I was well received by those to whom 
I ministered. 

I therefore ask that the Personnel Board seriously consider my request for the pastorate 
at St. Patrick in Lake Forest. 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

;;t:__~~ t( -~~~ 
RevereridLeonard A. Bogdan ('60) 
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His Eminence 
Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
155 East Superior 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Your Eminence: 

dt. dympho'Wia cf?u.toty 

673 5 douth dl-u~tin 
C!hfoago, Ollinoi~ 6063 8 

September 15, 1986 

I believe that it is my duty to inform you that I have applied for the Pastorate 
at St. Patrick in Lake Forest. I have enclosed a copy of my letter to the Personnel 
Board if you wish to read it. 

First of all, I want to state that I will remain a member of the Tribunal at least 
until my term expires in December, 1987. I made this commitment to you and intend to kee1 
it in so far as I am able. Others have done the same in the past. I do not anticipate 

any special difficulties in completing the war~ I have begun. I made a point of this 
to the Personnel Board. 

Secondly, I decided not to wait until next year to apply for a parish since 
St. Pat's is the type of parish in which I believe I can effectively minister. 
I always preferred a small parish. Since I am people-centered, I believe that I can 
interact well with the people there inspite of the problems that may be present within 
the parish community. In reality, they are not insurmountable. In addition, 
there may not be another parish of comparable size available for quite some time. 
From all that you have said to me in the past this would be an ideal size for me 
because of real or imagined limitations. 

I spoke with the current administrator and parish secretary to obtain further 
insight into the parochial situation. What I gleaned from such conversations 
I truly believe that I possess the needed qualifications to administer effectively 
in such a setting. In addition, I should have some spare time to continue to 
share my canonical expertise with the archdiocese by writing and research. 
The proximity of the seminary with library resources makes this an ideal setting. 

Currently, my health is very good. I do not anticipate further problems since 
those in the past were precipitated primarily by clerical injustice and ignorance. 
As I told you, coping with fellow clerics rather than lay people has been the source 
of many problems in my priesthood. Finally, you stated that you would affirm such a 
decision on my part regarding the pastorate,though I am a year early. I hope that 
you will consider this request when you make your final decision regarding the 
appointment for St. Patrick's Parish. 

Respectfully yours in Christ, 

~~ 
Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan 

enclosure 
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THE DIOCESAN CLERGY PERSONNEL BOARD 

OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
HILLSIDE & HARRISON AVENUES 

HILLSIDE, ILLINOIS 60162 

Clergy Personnel Board 
Telephone: 261-5274 

Dear Leonard 

September 15, 1986 

This is to acknowledge reception of your application 
for the pastorate of St. Victor's Parish. Your letter will 
b e s h a r e d w i t h t h. e e n t i r e B o a r d a n d g i v e n e v e r y 
consideration. 

Enclosed is a copy of the parish profile. 

Rev. Leonard A. Bogdan 
St. Symphorosa 
6135 South Austin 
Chicago, Illinois 60638 

LPM:dos 

Fraternally, 

Rev. Lawrence P. McBrady 
Executive Secretary 
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FILE: PRIEST FILE 

September 18, 1986 

Dear Len: 

I appreciate your courtesy in letting me know that you 
have applied for the pastorate at St. Patrick's in Lake Forest. 
I am confident that the Personnel Board will give your request 
serious consideration. 

I take this occasion to thank you for all you have done 
for the Archdiocese. Be assured of my continued prayers for you. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan 
St. Symphorosa Rectory 
6135 South Austin 
~hicago, Illinois 60638 

JLB:dlw 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

AOC 007049 



Victim Statement Abstract 

This abstract replaces the timeline prepared by Fr. Tom Ventura, Vicar for Priests of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago, dated October 8, 1986, summarizing the history of the relationship 
between Vitim KR and Fr. Leonard Bogdan. 
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Victim Statement Abstract 

This abstract replaces handwritten notes, dated October 14, 1986, summarizing a conversation 
with Fr. and Fr. s recollection of Victim MV's allegation against Fr. 
Leonard Bogdan. According to the notes, Victim MV and Victim MV's father approached Fr. 

because they were concerned that Bogdan communicated concerns about Victim MV's 
vocation as a priest to administrators. Fr. - noted that he did not see any inappropriate 
behavior by Bogdan with Victim MV. 

AOC 007051 



{Ja"tf(:ar.2 n 
f'rJst:ft:c.rte for CLERG'y~ EDUCATION 

~ ·~. : .... ' .., 

: ·=~ r·: :. .,,- :::: :.,..:. 

tne te~innln 1~ of 
(~:a i 1 i t=g .:~d ·.:~ r· -:':?S ·;::; 

·-=--? . ·. ~:: :. :: .• -. 

... . ... . .· ... .;.. ... ·~~ : .. :: -~ 

:":?Ce 1 ·c :.:' 

.··· eq : .. ~::. :·· 
·::· -.. ; f _;: i c: :~ ::' ·:·: ~· 

~-: (:; ~-.; ~~? -.J :::~ ;" 

:::: 0: 1 ·::::~ t: -=~ ;::: p -:;·. r·: ~ 

q 1 .. _ ... t:~ :·1 -~ =-.. ~ f f ~. ::: i ~::- n t 

. ..... ~-~ : · :~ S0 ;· ·..:.;. ·<=".-· -·· 

"': 

-y: () (.l (" 

AOC 007052 



TO: Sabbatical Board 
RE: Fr. Leonard Bogdan, Tribunal 

FROM: Fr. Dave Byrne 
DATE: April 28, 1887 

Len proposes a G month :::~nJ.ibat iv,H.J ~ ,J ai.nntry through June~ 1DB8. 
Ho concludes h.Ls term with the Tribunal .in D~::c.ember 1987 • 
.r adv.l.sed h1m that he d.Jd not nr::ed <t letter o.f affirmation frorn 
the Dean since he i.s a rc•s.i.dent Jn the deanery :111d no longer 
af f J1ia ted w.1.th h.i.s agency a. ft•'?!' December; Wayne concurred, 

Jamrnry 27·--Ap.r.U. 2b t Lon would 1H' en.1·011H.~ in the Vatican IJ 
program a,t St. Pa trick Seminary in Men lo .Park~ Crt1.i f ornin.. 

The balance of time during 3 months would be pursuing ski.11 
development with computers through the Computer Discovery Center, 
2930 N. L1nco1nt Chien.go, He lG :tntere~"!tud in 5 JndividuaJ 
3 hour eourse8 and a un .i. t of 1::~ hnurz:::; tn progrnrnmJ.ng. Hes t d<~ney 
would be ei thor at 11.\.s pres0nt p<tr:l.sb or convenient 1oc.<'tt:ions 
in---city. 

Th•:: :rest o.f ht~:;; time \·Vou1d b.:: re~1t/rnJ.<=txat.ion/t.1·a.:l.rn.'litio11 t.trne 
between agency work and pa.roac.hial assignment . 

.EXPENSES 
~f3150 

('~ f. .. 
I,) 

200 
GOO 
41.4 

'.f:Ci:m-

t uJ ti on/ rc.iom/hoard at Men Jo P~vrk 
materials 

room/board at a rectory Jf not hi.a own 
computer /wr:.rd proe(:~~""c;·l ng :~?nroJ. .lrn.:;i;t 

l reeomincnd that .L~~n 1 s JH'oposal be a<:.cceptocl n.s outlin•::d above. 
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Ms. Ma~ilyn Aleide 
.:\ ::- c b.dj.;.)C t~:._=;~tn Sa.bb a::)_ ::;aT H~;a t.'d 
.st) i'L.:;..:::y cf tbt~ Lc.d-z;2 Univ(?J:,::~3.:::y 

f,11.u:d~~::_eJ.n.~ tL t\0060 

d:,'t, c\:1mb(,no~a J(t.d·m.,. 
~' ~ ... 

b/'3 ~: ,..::;.\,_,";/ ,c'f/ui.Un 

(-'.{i.c:a.90
1 

Oll£)?.Oi.~>; 6068 S 

p·L~:J..:3t~ find e.nc J_(;Sr:'r::. ,J C:Op)r (:f a ::.i:~t:t.:::r f;."(>m t1~t-~. R<::·\,·~?::e:·~.-} Ei:_i~ .. ,1a._cd .J ~ fcazeJ~ ~ t~s~:;~~:c:i::~~~.? 

Di::.·f::c:.:::.;;:- oJ' ::be Va,tiC:<=.t.n 1.f rnc~t·L·t.uto~ l\..~~ )'":')1.t W~.J.l :·~.::.:t(:! in. Grd:·:~.c ~:o s<::c·utf:: ;_~ tir:rn 
c~~ (3 e 3:~\/:·::. ti. on in th(~: p :: og c .::::~~t i} S ::~on ~ ()0 d€:~pn s ~- t to ~.J-.:::. r·d tJ·: <:,; st a.r~da c d pr z)g ram (.' c ~~ ·::. 3- ~= 

r~;(~:.Ji.:~·c:d .:}3 ::;o()t3 =~-s ::;;(~~s~~~-Ll:·~~ -~-0(;:~:.·l.·:~t yc)t~ :-;:.;' ~31...:: 1<ir:-::t <:~:: ·t.-::.: {(~:.:~.'=~~~r .. d t1::.i:3 ~~.;=~J><~~:5.t 

::::a.tnt::~:· 1->yt:}{: o;: th-::: :~;at;t_;a.tic;:l1 tjt):~.~(·d ~::f)~)1\;.;! to J:~(: 

my sat::b~-=~ti(~d.1 ~·~·as ~·:tpp::·ov<::d .. 

J f ·t·:~:<:: c~~ e:.~ .. ~~ a.ny f urtb E: :~ q~.H; st i•.-:>ti. ~3 l>:~ i'.~ ::t cd :i. tL:~.: tL 5.. ~s ·~h:-:t t: t t~ l:· ~ p 1 ~?a:;~:~ co n.t ~~~ct nH:: ·=t :. 

767--·15?.-::. (r.:<:.:cto~:·:/) o::· 7~;1.···b206 (t:c3.bun.a1);. 
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ARCHDIOCESE Of CHICAGO 

(~J/Jcr: ol the :'f(':1irop()!itan Tn'bHnal 
~ ~fth ~ :(.H~~r, 155 Z:~?.i ~ S:Jfn'.1r ior Str€~t 

A T":C t~ ~ R ·::: v t; re n J ~-)a y n e F " ~-~ :--· j_ ~ ~-: 

CHKACO, !HJNO!S 60690 

t)t~ ~t:~ry (:i: ~:h:·:: L:::k.e Un3.'.?e:c::1Lt:v (CDM) 
1'l:.<1Hk~ ],,, J n, L l 1 l. no i ,,, f:O()t;(i 

FL:;; ;;p l:·<:' .': d vi::"'' J t: h;-.. t t: lH~ Ee <:e ri:~ :·: d L,,, oru t' d .:\, }),),:; ::!:;: o h3 ::: my c ;:>n ~; t' n t: t :.:; 
~.;nd·~~~·t.ake. ~,~ s.:~bb::-~t:i.ca. ~ lea\/{~ :::~; ct J.::t(!'.J.::ry ; ... L9E):-:~ fo·r .:~ pcri l;d ef six 
month·;; ... ~:;[ncr:: ;:1.-Vi) c.,t:bP:c m<:~n {.vi11 b:.:?. r;.-:~tur~11.ng f::.-.c:;;--r1 p<'!·~~L gr.:~d!_;:::r:e ~:{-::.udl_~?:; b\1 

U:::;:: ::·ir::(', li-is abs,~nce wtl.l. nni: e:::t:;dl ::uT'.i Lurdt'n <:;(; ::h[::: Tc:i;unal. 

'[n +:·coni"nc<:' \.dth t:he u:';cl.'ll D<J·: ir'y ?/>'J:c<rning :';~·:(.!bdt ic<:L>, the Trib1.:n<il. ''"i 11 
;:i~;~;~;:~nt~ Fath~?r 2,(:gdBn:~: ~;nl::~r~: d~Jr·in~~~ hi~:; c1ppt~_;;.:t.~d p(:_::----~od of: ab:~<::~!C~? .. Thi.~; 

]-,;,,~; l::c'l'D r.-ir·itt:~:": i.nt::: our b1.:d~;e;: f·n· di<? f•:>::-th<::or::i::.:-:;:·: fl.;;cal \'t:<Jr, 

Praternallv your·s in Christ, 
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A.RCHD10CESE ()f CHlCAGO 

Hay ll., 19ti7 

In light of the recommendation of the Sabbatical Board, 
r am pleased to grant your request for a sabbatical 
be,.~ lnn i i><J .Jan u;n-y l, 19d8 t.hr·o1J '~!h .July l., 1988, P 1 s~a se 
inform Father Ken Velo of your address during this time. 

The appointment .:.s m.~d<2 "ith the unck-cstanding that you 
-w-il.l. have complet(:d your t0nn of <>ff.ice .~t the 'l'rib1..mal, and 
\·.«ill s0i;;1<: a new a;-3signment. in 31J.1y <Jhen you r-<:?toen. 

F;::i.l.1o<,.;ing a?:chdiJ><::>::~::<dn f><>U.cy, the Trib1.rnal wi 11. pay 
yo:Jr salat"Y fen: the p1?i:icd cf t.h0 ,-;,}::<-~month :sabbatic;;;.l ~ Th;:? 
C<o:nt.ec for De'.,1elopment in Ministi:y will pay tuition, .r<>Cm 
and board expenses. 

May 1 take this oppoctunity to thank you tor your fine 
work at the Office of the Metropolitan Tribunal, as well as 
for your 27 years of service to the Archdiocese. 

A~~ ycu 1 ook f on,,~r·d to tbL; impcrtan t trans:i. t :um in 
your pt'i est hood 1 pl 2as,;: krh:>w that you have my support and 
prayers. Please pray for m2 as well. 

With cordial good wishes, 1 remain 

F,~~ver~end Leena.rd A~ t3og:-Jari 
Saint Symphorosa 
6135 South Austin 
Chicago_, Illinois 606.38 

cc~ Rever:end Kenneth Ve1.o 
Heve:cend Wayne £!'. Pr isl: 
Cler:gy P<::?r sonnel Bea r:d 
Reverend Thomas A. Tivy 

Sincerelv yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 
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Vicar for Priests 
800 North Clark Street, Suite 311 

Chicago, fllinois 60611 
Off· (312) 642-1837 
Res: ( 312) 528-0540 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

POST. OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, llllNOIS 60690 

Cardinal Bernardin 

Torn Ventura ~ 
Len Bogdan (progress report) 

June 23, 1987 

l&, r 

3. Looking back over my contacts with Len, I have been pleasantly surprised 
by his honesty, maturity and inner resources in dealing with some painful and 
challenging issues. There is more to him than people might think. 

4. The future 

- Len will leave the Tribunal on December 31 when his current term ends. 

- He will begin a 6 month sabbatical on January 1, 1988 

- What happens when he returns? 

a) He definitely does not want to resume tribunal work. 
b) Ray Goedert observed that parish work as either a pastor or asso

ciate would very likely be too unpredictable and stressful for a 
person like Len. 

c) Ray Goedert felt that perhaps teaching Canon Law coupled with 
residence in a parish might be the best scenario for Len. 

5. Supervision: Ray will continue to meet with Len on a regular basis. Tom 
Kasputis, his on-site supervisor has agreed to continue that relationship with 
Len until January. 

copy: Ray Goedert 
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, J P.O. Box 949 215 N. Westnedge Ave. 
THE DIOCESE OF KALAMAZOO/ Kalamazoo, Ml 49005(616)349-8714 

CONFIDENTIAL 

The Reverend Leonard Bogdan 
Saint Symphorosa Parish 
6135 South Austin 
Chicago, Illinois 60638 

Dear Father Bogdan, 

JOSEPH CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

~ 

IC> : 

July 28, 1987 

Thank you very much for the wonderful news that was communicated in 
your letter of July 6, 1987, namely your decision to minister with us in the 
Diocese of Kalamazoo for at least a 3-year period beginning July, 1988. Thank 
you also for adding the observation that additional time would be negotiable, 
of course, in accord with the wishes and approval of Cardinal Bernardin. Please 
excuse my delay in replying to you personally, but as you know, I was away on 
vacation when your letter arrived, and I have returned to the office just as of 
last weekend. 

By this letter, I wish to confirm in a formal way our mutual agreement 
that as of July, 1988, you will begin the work of establishing a Tribunal for the 
Diocese of Kalamazoo as my first diocesan Judicial Vicar. This appointment 
to take place a year from now, is understood against the background of our prior 
communications and understandings. The compensation schedule for you during 
your term of service with us will be that of the Archdiocese of Chicago as I 
had indicated to you previously. 

In the days ahead I will be in communication with you so as to provide 
for the basics of personnel and office requirements in preparation for your arrival 
and this new endeavor. 

I cannot tell you how pleased and happy I am that providence has allowed 
for a priest-canonist of your caliber with a strong pastoral sense to collaborate 
with me in this very important dimension of my responsibility and ministry as 
Bishop. As we are able to enter into this mutual agreement, this is a very 
important moment of blessing for the Diocese of Kalamazoo. You know well 
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The Reverend Leonard Bogdan 
July 28, 1987 
Page 2 

my deep gratitude to His Eminence Cardinal Bernardin for his willingness to 
release you for service with us--without his affirmation, clearly all of this would 
not be possible. I am deeply grateful to you as well for considering our needs 
and accepting this new challenge after so many years of faithful service in the 
Tribunal of the Archdiocese of Chicago. I do look forward in a very personal 
way to our continued communication and collaboration. 

Asking the Lord's generous blessings upon you for now and for the future, 
am 

Sincerely in our Lord, 

-cc: His Eminence / 
Josepl1 Cardinal Bernardin al' 
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PRIEST'S FILE: BOGDAN, REV. LEONARD A. 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 

MtnIDRANDUM 

TO: Father Bogdan 

FROM: Cardinal Bernardin 

Date: September 14, 1987 

RE: Plans for your new assignment 

Len: 

As you know, I received a copy of the letter Bishop 
111111 .. sent to you regarding your future work in the Tribunal 
of Kalamazoo. 

I am sure you have your own time table for announcing 
this; however, it would be helpful for you to tell your pastor, 
Father John McNamara, if you have not already done so already. 

At a recent meeting with the Personnel Board, I became 
aware of a number of parishes in need of associate pastors, Saint 
Symphorosa among them. At this point, your pastor should know 
that you will not be residing at the parish, so he can a~ticipate 
the needs of the parish. 

Many thanks. 
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• 
Dear Ray, 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
OFFICE OF THE MATRIMONIAL TRIBUNAL 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

9/25/87 

In our last conversation you asked me to give you the birth'date 
of that person about which we spoke. 
It is-

Keep up the excellent work!!! 

, . 
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'IM vat: fear~ n •Ii fnst:ft:c.Jt:e for CLERGY EDUCATION 

November 15~ 1987 

In my ear1ie-r letter confirming yo~.ff au::eptanct:' far the session 
which begins January 27, 1988, I premised to send you further 
information about the lnstitute. Hopefully this letter anticipates 
most of your- questions as yaw pr--epare for· yt:HH' sabbatH:al, but if 
not, please feel free- to call or writes 

How to gi:~t here= The Irn;t:i tute is lot:ilt(~d on the gn::iwrids of St. 
Patrick's Seminary in Menlc Park, C0l~fornia, in a building in 
back of th~:; seminary'• oppo~;itG> the sw:imming poo1. It can be 
f'U'iiC:his~d by£..§£ by t,:ddng the t~ill\.:iN n.~d~£l.. fixit afi' Highway 101, 
going west on Willow to Middlefield Raad (about a half mile), 
turning right on Mit:h::llefiell::l, After t~ .... io ShQrt blocks yaw pass thE< 
fire station, and take the neNt driveway on the right. If you are 
arriving by 12.lfil.:g end have no w,'2J'i'' of getUng to the lnstit\.itE>~ 
please let me know es soon as you have your exact flight 
infonn,21ticmi and 1 ,..,dll try to arn~nge to have you picked up ed: 
Hw airport. 

Calendar: The lristitute wi11 begin on t<>Jednesday, J'anu&ry 2? at 
5:00 p.m. Registration will take place anytime between 9100 a.m. 
and 5:00 p.m. on that day. Rooms will not be available for 
occupancy before then. Ther·e will be a bre•k period during the 
session from Wednesday morning of Holy Week to Tuesday evening of 
Easter week, that is from March 30 to Ap,·il 5. Classes resume 
Wednesday morning~ April 6. During this break, however, and during 
the rest cf the session we ask that you do not retur·n to your 
normal ministry activities so that you will r·eturn from your 
sabbatical refreshed. The Institute will conclude Monday, April 
25 ,.at noon. 

Schedl1le: Normally we have classes four hours a day, four days ~ 

week. An <11.dditiorr,:il. day each ~...;eHl< is used for· study time~ 
counseling opportunities~ morning classes, theological reflection 
and liturgy preparation. There is a d0y off each week, normally 
on Thursdays once orientation is ever. On some Sundays, there will 
be class in the morning, but on mast Sundays we encourage you to 
get around to liturgy at var·ious places in the area where it is 
particularly well done, and occasionally tc a Protestant worship 
service, Ordinarily classes will be in the morning and evening, 
leaving the afterncwns for rest, n;~!::reation and r·(:-a.d:ing. 
Sometimes classes are moved into the afternoon to provide variety 
and allm<>J for an occasional free night. 

Facilities~ The room~; a.t the Instituh:~ are private roi:Jms, well 
lighted, furn:l~<hr~d t••ith bed, de~:~:~ dresser-~ closet~ easy chair· <~nd 
lamp. Sheets and beddinq iH(:< o$]SO pi~ovicied, but please !21::.Lr.m. :ycur 
9J:~Il tq_,!0.l_gJ.?..-t... Heating :is adequate but you mav wish to bring a 
small heater i.f you comE' by c<~r. The lavatories .and shm•,iers 1:"ln~ 

c;o st. potrick'ssemlnory• 320 middlefield rood~ men!o pork, co 94025 (415) 325-9122 
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centr.:ll, The ;ecreation,;ll fm::ilities of the semin,Hy .:ire opi:?n ttJ 

us, including s~imming pool 1 exer·cise r·oom. courts for tennis, 
handball and basketball. We have three bikrus available for· 
general use but you may want to bring your own. 
courses •nd hiking areas nearby. 

There are go:lf 

Telephones. Rooms are win2d for telephone se<vice~ and the 
l nst i tu te has rotary type phones th,-,, t yow can bwl""r ow, { 1 f ~>'Cu 

<equire touch tone for your long distance company, you will have 
to bi~.ing your own inst>ument.i On tr)e first day, you can inciicdte 
whether you want personal phone service and the Institute will 
order it. For those not requesting personal phone se<vice, the<e 
is a pay phone available, and you can be reached on the 
1nst i tute, s nwni:ii:?r· ~ < 415) 325~9 l 22, 

Add;ess: Your aodr·ess for mailing and shipping will bez 

Vaticsn 11 Institute 
c/o St. Patrick's Seminary 
320 Middlefield Road 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 

Dress~ etc.: Dress~ thffinr,i thi:~ In~;;t:ih.it~c will be- casual and 
relaxed. Clerical dress, while not no;mally needed, may be 
<:tf>pn;;pri.:ite foi- a few events. Coat and tl.i:? m,;iy b~~ us@ful on 
occasion as well. While w@ anticipate good weather, evenings can 
be cool~ and you may also want heavier· clothing for visits to the 
mountain il>r'"e~i!;;. An wmb;el1a ma'y' be useful occasional1y jri gettinq 
to the parking area, etc. For cancelebration~ please bring your 
own alb and stole. And ftn- your f1:l'v'or·ite rec;eational activities 
you w:dl ~'1"3nt appropriate equipment as ~<1eU !115 clr.Jthing. 

Meals: The three daily meals ere served in the seminary dining 
building. On Sund0y evening~ a hot meal is not served 
in order· to give the Sisters on the !>:itchi:~n stillff a night off, 
'V'cu may wish 
in the area. 
s0me so"t t c>"f 
1·01 a social 

to use this time to try cut the many good restaurants 
Liquor is not normally suppl~ed by the Institute; 

pool is usually set up by the participants them£elves 
time before dinner·. Please budget for the expenses 

cf weekly meals out~ social hours and enter·tainment. 

Courses and books: The enclosed bq:n:hure desi::r- ibes the coui-ses; 
there is some va;iation from session to session~ but this list 
t·emsins basical 1y in effect:. Bcwk~:; used in the courses .,,;:1 U bi:; 
available for purchase at a discount rate by the Institute. You 
may already have some of them~ and may want to bring them with 
you, pA;ticularly the Bible, new Code as well as other reference 
volumes and titles such as: 

"/!}Dspel Parallels; ed. Thr·o~:kmnr t:~1> 
Yi:i gyide ta th€':. §ospel Parall$l~. b·r' l-l<~rh'<qdn 

Th~~ Documents cf >../at~ can 1 I~ ~~d, Abbott 
:Ksf?.Tr itu.od ~.D!£~·.a1. P.:{~i·i~£: {:~~i:r'.,L)can Pdesthocd ed, Larl<:in 
y..u b...J,:::,,,_g)..s.QJ. Pre"'"' CoP'H"Pent9J:::.,Y, g,n }S?.l:!D.:.?.. P.~?..~·pe} by fa·own 
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?(,Pr inc: i pl es f9X:. §. [.@.~.tl.9..1..:L;. t!.fU:.?i?.:U .. L~'.L t> y D •Co nnr:~ 1 1 
¥-6 r:~~- L9.fd~. 2t the Sac:r·ament~~- by B&vst:M 
<:f... Ib.t: Real i t y a f :I.~.~~~~-~- by L ~:; ne 

B.GJ.A. ~JJdSL'L ·re x t . USC [ 
y.. The Priest ~.nrt f;itr·e:ss~ USCC 
1( Th€' Bible Ma}<:es ~.f:'.:::~l§.f:'.. by Bruf':'ggem~nn 
)(.._§~~~Ltl.9..~.b. Ti me by Edw,,.rds 
')( The Ro §..1 Lffi.:2§. If..:?..Y..f::.LLe~~- by Pe<c k 
')( I.9..~;-~. Hea:t, Father by Bausc:f) 
.:icsadhana~ §. ~~-§..1. tJ?.. 0.9.fh ;;ind WeJ.l. §p_r)ngg by De Me) lo 

Visitors: For visitors or for participants who come early to the 
arE<a for $CH'<l~c ·vaciltion t:hys pr ic1" to the' i?>e<s~don~ re.:Eisonab1e 
motels in Menlo Park are The Mermaid Inn (415-323-9481) and 
Riviera Meter Lodge <415-321-8?72}. The seminBty is normally 
unabl.P to ofi'er >ll<::t::or.-1odat.iuns, Cliis'!'.es ,::,nd $vents at the 
Institute are open only to p<!lrtic:q:iant!;;. 

Cast: The charges fer board, room and tuition CS3150> •r·e payable 
in full at registration. If you have made a S500 deposit1 this is 
applicable toward these charges. Ple0se make arrangements with 
ym .. ff diocese 01- prov i nee regard :i ng payment l;?.~.:f..'2.r..g_ you come to the 
lnstitute. Not included in the tuition~ beard and room are 
persc;nal laundry expenses {coin machines a·re availab1eh textbook 
costs, ;;ind persona1 needs. Becau~;~:: you <itrr:? Qn S>llbb<:iti(:a1 ar>d >-•ill 
probably want to go out to eat and take sight seeing trips, you 
vii 11 v<1ant to :include enou.qh ·in 'iiOur· budgf.-:-t ·f (H tr1 is,, 

Health~ An e'11erq~?<n1::v ~...,~dk···i.n cli.n:u:: i~; available in n~>,;ir·t)y Pa]() 
Alto. The Institute also offers guidance and encouragement for 
exercise and moderate diet. It is •dvisable, however·, to get a 
physical examination before ycu arrive. Please get flu shots for 
your· Dv~n and OU~eY" E;' s.al<e. 

Father Len Racki, the other Associ&te Director, and l look forward 
to spenciinq this?!:>€" thr·€'~" month!::; l...,l.tt) yoiJ, We' •te conf:i.dent H)at 
you will enjoy the experience and find it as profitable as did our 
eight htmdi~ed p1uE> alumni from th~ pais;t 2L is;e~,sions, L~~l; me lo:~)e)\>.i 

if I can be of help! 

Sincere)y in the Lord, 
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/\.::."'c·t1.t~.·i.GCt~~:;i.:t1:: Sabbat ~L<:a.1 Ho~~.r,~} 
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rel.ative tc: my forthcoming sabba~1.sal. 
\·Jhi.di r am tn :v~n:·dws1:'. 1.rpon r~;y ;:~cri'v'dl, 

l.ett·::::::-- f ['{;(:.:?:t\/E:d fr·o:;; th.e v~~.ti<:an Ir In.~·:::itc:.t!~ 

On p.A;;_;<:.:.~; ) :::.nd J ar::~ a li.::n: iJ1r; o.t: boi.:'.1ks ~ 

J 0rn nvt: SUL''" of tJ1'2 <e~x:::ct cost, ·tnrt 
Pf~t°'hS.p~.:; ; . ..;i;:b. thi~~ listing ::(.;:.~meon<::: ()n. th{~ s~:tbb.::tie:H1 Bo1:ttd r:ouJ.d appr:(:X~.f:':.ate tb.::~ 
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d::; po:;;sibli~v 

AOC 007071 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST. OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 60690 

Vicar for Priests TO: File 
800 North Clark Street, Suite 3Jl 

Chicago; Illinois 60611 DATE: Dec. 1 7 ' 1987 
Off- (312)642-1837 

RE: Len Bogdan 

met with Len Bogdan today. Len is preparing to leave the Tribunal and to 
go on Sabbatical. He will be on a sabbatical in California until June, 1988, at 
which time he will go to Kalamazoo to set up a Tribunal there. 

Len will send me his address once he is located in Kalamazoo. 
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T.HE DIOCESE Q F KALAMAZOO'/ P.O. Box 949 215 N. Westnedge Ave. J Kalamazoo, Ml 49005 (616) 349-8714 

December 28, 1987 

My Dear Brother Priests, Deacons, and Pastoral Ministers: 

By this letter I wish to announce three decisions which wlll provide for the present 
and future needs of the Diocese of Kalamazoo. On November 24, 1987, at the Pre!t
byteral Meeting, I made a presentation to the members present as Diocesan Con.suitors, 
regardlng these Issues and sought their feedback. I asked all who were present at 
that meeting to observe appropriate secrecy pending the completion of my communi
cation with appropriate persons. Now that I am able to make pubnc these announce
ments, you are urged to pursue any further dlscusslon you may deslie with members 
of the Presbyteral Council who were present for that November 24th meeting lncludlng, 
of eours~ either Father ~r myself. ·. · 

In the first place, as of July I, 1988, a Tribunal for the Diocese of Kalamazoo 
will be established at the Chancery. Through the generosity of Cardlnal Bernardl~ 
I am able to announce the appointment of Father Leonard A. Bodga~ presently the 
Adjutant Judlclal Vicar of the Archdiocese of Chicago, to be the Judical Vicar for 
the Diocese of Kalamazoo effective July I, 1988. father Bodgan has served for many 
years In the Archdiocesan Tribunal of Chicago and since 1979 as Adjutant Judicial Vicar. 
He h~ bl~ doctoral degree In Canon Law from the Lateran University In Rome and 
a wt de variety of experience In the pastoral sphere as you can see from the enclosed 
resume whkh points clearly to his pastoral orientation. He wlll see the role of Judlcfal 
Vicar as that of mlnbter of reconciliation against the background of the convictions 
of our Church about marriage and the requJrements of Canon Law. It Is appropriate 
that I publlcly expres3 my deepest gratl tude to Cardinal Bernardin for his long-standlng 
friendship and magnanimity In sendlng Father Bodgan to us for at least three to five 
years. More specific details about other Tribunal personnel wfll be forthcoming In 
due time. father and the Lansing Tribunal have very graciously agreed 
to receive all marriage cases from the Diocese of Kalamazoo through July 31, 1988, 
and the Tribunal of Lansing will process all such cases received through July 31, 1988, 
to their completion. All marriage cases from parishes of the Diocese of Kalamazoo 
wlll be sent to the Tribunal of Kalamazoo, beginning August I, 1988. 

Spea.'dng on behalf of all o~t publicly to note my deepest appre
ciation to Bishop- Father _........ and the entire Staff of the Tribunal 
of Lansing who have served us so unselfishly and with consistent effectiveness over 
the past sixteen and one-half years. Our relationship has been very fruitful both for 
our priests and for the pastoral well-being of so many of our people. We all owe 
debt of deep gratitude to father Pamment for the fine ministry which he has rendered 
for our good. 

Every Diocese should have Its own Tribunal. It ls one of those basic structures 
of the local Church which a first bishop should put In place for his successors and 
for permanent service to a new Diocese. It ls In that light and against the background 
of Father Bodgan's avallablllty that I move to establish a Tribunal at this particular 
time. When a prospective Judicial Vicar of such competence can come to us, It would 
not be appropriate to delay further In establishing a Tribunal. As we look to the years 
ahea~ a future new Bishop of Lansing and a future new Judicial Vicar of the Dloc.ese 
of Lansing might not find It possible to continue the same Tribunal relationship we 
have been privileged to have In our first years as a new Diocese. 
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Secondly, and very much related to the establishment of our Tribunal, I want 
to tell you that beginning In the fall of 1988, Father wlll be 
assigned to full-time study for the Licentiate Degree In Canon Law at St. Paul's Univer
sity In Ottawa. You are probab~ of the presence of Father~ 
on the Ottawa faculty.~ ~ Is considered one of the fi~ 
our continent. Father_. will be preparing to ·assist Father Bodgan and our Tri
bunal In the summer of 1989 and then full-time beginning in the summer of 1990, once 
he has received his Licentiate Degree. I have every confidence that Father -
will prepare himself well to perform this ministry for the Diocese of Kalamazoo, and 
I am grateful to him for undertaking this type of ~dy for the good of our 
local Church. During his time in Ottawa, Father_.... permanent address In the 
Diocese of Kalamazoo will continue to be St. Philip Rectory, Battle Creek. 

. T~he spring semester, that Is February; 1988, I am assigning 
Father ~o full-time doctoral studies In moral theology at the 
Gregorian University In Rome. It has become very clear to me over the past few 
years that dealing with sensitive medical-moral matters Is part and ·parcel of the day 
to day ministry of the Chancery. The need for outside consultation with those having 
the proper credentials Is needlessly time-consuming and unwieldy given the frequency 
with· which medical-moral questions are addressed to my office, whether these refiec:: 
personal concerns of doctors and nurses, etc. or Institutional mergers, joint ventures, 
etc. The requests for a medical-moral expert for our diocese has also come to the 
surface on several occasions at Presbyteral Council meetings. Thus, Father •••I 
will be focusing his study on the medical-moral sphere. Given his background of study 
and teaching In the area of ethics, as well as his experience In working with me day 
to day In these matters, his time of residency In Rome Is expected to last for two 
semesters after which he will be able to complete his dissertation and return to continue 
as Executive Administrative Assistant to the bishop and Moderator of the Curia. I 
would add also my expression of gratitude to Fathe for his readiness to under-
take a period of full-time study and writing so that a genuine need of our Diocese 
might be competently addressed. 

It would not be possible to overstate my enthusiasm as I look to the blessings, 
both present and future, which will com·e upon our Diocese through the establishment 
of a Tribunal and the training of our own priests In fields where expertise ls much 
needed. This Is the first time In God's Providence that we have been able to send 
priests on for full-time graduate study. Please join me In thanking God that we find 
ourselves In such a position, and in begging the Lord of the Harvest to continue to 
send us fine candidates for priesthood. Please join me In thanking God as well for 
the prospective availability In our midst of the beautiful ministry of reconciliation 
which Is the Tribunal ministry, which we will be able to begin next July. 

Your prayers for the Lord's blessings upon these new ventures will be so Impor
tant In the days ahead. Know that Father Bodgan, Father Schmidt, and Father9•••1 
are very much counting on the special prayerful support that comes from brother 
priests. 

Asking the Lord's continued generous blessings upon you and your ministry during 
this season when the Word made flesh binds us, who share His priesthood, more closely 
to Himself, and wishing you a Happy New Year, I am 

Cordially yours In Christ, 

Bishop of Kalamazoo 

_./The Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan 
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TCC - Mary Claire Gart for publication 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

HIS EMINENCE 

Episcopal Vicars 
Department Directors 
Father Goedert 
Father Velo 
Father Bynous 
Father Shaw 
Coumunications 
Secretaries 

His Eminence, Joseph Cardinal Bernardin, announces the following 
appointments: 

SABBATICAL LEAVE 

·---7Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan, from the Office of the Metropolitan Tribunal, to 
Sabbatical Leave, beginning January 1, 1988 until July 1, 1988. 

Dated at the Office of the Archbishop 
December 28, 1987 
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SABBATICAL.ADDRESS 

Re: Leonard A. Bogdan 

VATICAN II INSTITUTE 
c/o St. Patrick Seminary 
J20 Middlefield Road 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 

(Primary residence) 

If I cannot be reached at the above address/telephone, an alternate would be: 

Reverend 
Cathedral of St. MarJ 
1111 Gough Street 
San Francisco, CA 94109 

The above information is valid fron Januar1 15 to end of April. 

\'/hen I am not in the :·'.enlo Par:z/San Francisco area, Fr. - wi 11 Imow of -:,y 
whereabouts, 

Special emergency number if answering system at Cathedral is ON: 

P.S. I will be returning to Chicago/St, Symphorosa Rectory at the end of April. 
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_____.--,!It 6aint 0ymphora§)a Qectory 

6135 &ulh Austin Chic880.Illinois 60638 (312) 767~ 1523 
January 5, 1988 

Your Eminence: 

On December 31, 1987 I received a copy of a letter by Bishop~in which he 
announced to the priests of Kalamazoo his future plans for a local tribunal. He 
mentioned me by name. Consequently, the matter is now public. 

I will not initiate any comments on this matter unless necessary. Since I 
plan to leave Chicago on January 15th, I request that you also make no comments 
before that date of my departure. However, it may~come necessary if word 
has gotten back here already. Then I have no choice in the matter. 

The reason for my request is simply to avoid verbal explanations until I return 
to Chicago at the end of April. Thank you for your considration of this request. 

Finally, I want to compliment you on your brief talk on priesthood and vocations 
at Fr. John Spitzkovsky's funeral liturgy. It was superb! 

Fraternally yours, 

~~ 



His Eminence 
Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
1555 North State Parkway 
Chicago, IL 60610 

Your Eminence: 

.dt . .dympho'Wia d?~t!.toty 

6735 ~outh dlu~tin 

Chit!.a90, OLLinoi~ 6063 8 

January 5, 1988 

On January 1, 1988 my term as Adjutant Judicial Vicar expired according to 
my letter of appointment. Currently, I still am Promotor of Justice and a 
Defender of the Bond for the Metropolitan Tribunal of this Archdiocese. Since 
I am officially on sabbatical leave, I realize that another should be appointed 
to the office of Promotor of Justice. 

Consequently, I hereby submit my resignation as Promotor of Justice, effective 
as of the date of the appointment of another person at your initiative. 

Since I am theoretically still a member of the Metropolitan Tribunal during 
my sabbatical leave, I see no immediate need to resign from the office of Defender 
of the Bond. Likewise, since I am also a Judge for the Court of Appeal, Province 
of Chicago, I presume I will retain that post until my sabbatical officailly 
concludes. 

In order to avoid submitting another letter of resignation at a later date, 
I hereby state that I also resign as Defender of the Bond of the Metropolitan 
Tribunal of the Archdiocese of Chicago and Judge of the Court of Appeal, Province 
of Chicago, effective July 1, 1988. 

It has been my pleasure to serve People of God of this Archdiocese in countless 
ways over the past twenty years during which I was a member of this Tribunal. 

Respectfully yours, JOSEPH CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

~Ce-~ 
Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION. 
{(j ft-c3 

. .. . 

- . ~Ifs 

• Dear Colleagues: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
OFFICE OF THE MATRIMONIAL TRIBUNAL 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHl1/s/881NOIS 60690 

Under explicit secrecy I have not been able to communicate 
this infonnation on a public basis. However, since it is 
now public in KALAMAZOO, word may soon reach Chicago. 

Briefly, I was approached in March, 1987 to consider this 
assignment. I did not give.a conditioned affirmative until 
June, 1987. IN July, 1987 Bishop and I came to 
the decision to GO WITH IT. Other consultations had to take 
place before any official word would be made.public. 

Since I have only a few days before I leave Chicago, I decided 
to say nothing, simply to avoid questions, etc. I am sure 

by May it will te public here (perhaps even much, much sooner). 
~ 

~~~ ~~~~~~~ 

PERSONAL & C:: :~:~~::;!AL 
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TCC - Kary Claire Cart for publication 

FOR PUBLICATION - JUNE 24th 

* 0 F F I C I A L * 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

HIS EMINENCE 
!piscopa 1 Vicars 
Department Directors 
Father Coedert 
Father Velo 
Father Bynoua 
Father Shaw 
Coaaunicationa 
Secretaries 

Joseph Cardinal Bernardin, announces the following 

ACTIVE OUTSIDE DIOCESE 

Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan, from Adjutant Judicial Vicar of the Metropolitan 
Tribunal, and most recently from Sabbatical Leave, granted permission to 
serve the Diocese of Kalamazoo, Michigan as Judicial Vicar of their 
Tribunal for a period o·f three years. 

Dated at the Office of the Archbishop 
June 17, 1988 
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llll Gough Strret•San Francism, California 94 l09-6686•Telephone (415) 567-2020 

April 14, 1988 

Dear Cardinal Bernardin: 

The conclusion of the sabbatical program at St, Pat's Seminary is 
fast approaching (viz., 4/25). Soon thereafter~ I will return to Chicago to 
complete some other academic pursuits. Thus far, this experience has been most 
profitable: spiritually. psychologically, emotionally, and academically. 
Undoubtedly, it has served as an ideal mode of transition for my future 
ministry within the local Church of Kalamazoo. 

As a point of historical background, the primary precipitating 
factor for past problems has stemmed from continuous, unjust and cruel treatment 
by various members of the archdiocesan presbyterate. Among more recent, pleas
ant experiences has been my positive interaction with other clerics at Vatican II 
and several priests together with a few seminarians of the Province of San 
Francisco. The majority of them unwittingly have helped me focus on the posi
tive. As a result, I am more hopeful about establishing with fellow clergymen 
future interpersonal relationships which will be a source of affirmation, growth, 
and mutual support. 

Since the end of 1985 I have continued to fear interpersonal 
contact with priests who are alcoholic or who have tendencies in that direction. 
For the greater part of 20 years I suffered at the hands of such priests. Not 
having learned the skills to cope with their erratic behavior, since this was 
foreign to personal experience within my family circle, I became more and more 
depressed and withdrawn. This program finally gave me the courage to interact, 
when necessary, with those so afflicted. The positive self-image which I was 
able to recapture over the past few years, coupled with practical insights 
into self and others as a result of this experience, has generated a new self 
filled with confidence and esteem. 

In addition, the experience of major losses, all by death, of 
supportive and significant others in my life (in particular, C~rdinal Cody 
and my mother) within a brief period of time (viz., 1982-83) resulted in 
so high a level of stress that I could no longer effectively use those coping 
mechanisms which gave my life some degree of balance. As a consequence, the 
world around me simply caved in. The ongoing affirmation of lay persons 
(women in particular) together with a variety was the 
only human means of support which sustained me for the most part during that 
darkest period in my life. Nonetheless, further disappointments only added 
to my inner turmoil. Finally, in June, 1985 the psychological pressures 
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became so intense that I could .no longer co e with the realit 

Yet, 
the avoidance of many archdio san priests still remained part of 
my overall lifestyle--a defense mechanism based primarily on fear. 

This obviously marked 
self-image began to emerge, 

I was more in control. More significantly, as I reflect in retrospect, a 
major external change in my innnediate surroundings took place. Someone left 
my midst! It was then I grew even more rapidly--yet without my reflecting 
on the WHY. The answer was quite simple as I now look back. A basic philoso
phical principle was operative: sine causa effectus nullus. At our last 
meeting I made a particular point of this. 

In addition to the fact of causal elimination, I received more 
and more affirmation from those around me, lay persons as well as clergy. 
I was now given new opportunities I did not have for years. Though I was 
initially cautious, gradually my presence at the office became more frequent. 
My involvement in matters voluntary grew more evident. (You might want to 
ask around about this.) It was during that period that an inner strength 
emerged rapidly. This experience at the Vatican II Institute, without a 
doubt, served to further reinforce the growth experiences of the past two 
years. 

Some examples of current behavior may serve to point out various 
changes that have occurred since my participation in this program at St. Pat's: 
At my own initiative, I concelebrated the Mass of Chrism at St. Mary's Cathedral, 
something I had not done since 1982. (By the way, the clergy attendance was 
superb!) I participated in the presbyteral ordination at St. Mary's Cathedral, 
a celebration that I avoided since 1982 or 1983. In addition, I plan to 
concelebrate the diaconate ordination in San Francisco before I leave, some
thing I have not done since '81 when I taught at De Andreis Seminary in Lemont. 

Cum~~ in corpore ~· I look forward to the ministerial 
challenges that lie ahead. 

His Eminence 
Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
1555 North State Parkway 
Chicago, IL 60610 

Respectfully yours in Christ, 

Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of the Archbishop 

April 19, 1988 

Dear Len: 

I appreciated receiving your letter of April 14, 1988. It is good 
to hear you are enjoying your sabbatical program. 

Thank you, Len, for your open and honest assessment of the growth 
that you have experienced these past few months. I am also pleased to 
hear that you have had such positive results, especially in areas which 
have previously been so painful for you in the past. 

Be assured of my continued prayers and support. Although miles 
separate us, we are one in the bond of faith and one in the priesthood 
of Jesus Christ. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan 
Saint Patrick's Seminary 
320 Middlefield Road 
Menlo Park, California 94025 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

~of Chicago 
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Name 

Ad<l:ress 

Present 
Assignment 

_:_,(:onar:d A. IsogcLw. 

ARCHDIOCES~E SABBATICAL BOARD 
CENTER FOR DEVELOPMENT IN MINISTRY 

ST. MARY OF THE LARE UNIVERSITY 
MUNDELEIN, ILLINOIS 60060 

{312) '566~6401 

... ~-.. ~~WWW• ~~WWW·~~~-

Sf-v2 w~~ 0 t M lcl! i gan /\ V(:l!l"Ut-~ Year of 
--~--.;.,~-.;~-..~--~~.,..~~~~-~ 

Ordinatlon 

Location of you:r Sabbatical 
St. Patriot's Semin~ry (V~tican II fns~itute) 

Dates of y0ur Sabbatical 

Bri.efly describe the components of your sa.bbatic-'.'il: 

: . Br~5~f ly: state the goals you set for your sabbatical: 
, · · - ... , inte1°L<:'c<::Jally, ~,:-\d 

T() r:::~ju.v.::::r:~:tt:: n:yself ~)1·~~/.~:~.::.:Hll~/~ m:::~nt;:t;.JY-.~ p25.yCn(~!.($f:.:ic~~.lJ...Y.~ 

spit·it:.:a ::_ :i_y • 

........................................................... 
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3. How has your sabbatical affected your ministry and your career 
development? 

Tb.er·~:: :.-:as a.:t'!. ot>viou,~c ·:.3p:J.ati::.:g in v·~lrio1.;~; n.r;.:~~1s ()f tt~~_?::)}ogy:( s::::r·~t.pt .. :;.r~:::~ ~ao3:,a.1 t::]eo1og:r~> etf~ .. 
lvi~l·;\y ;:t ~:p~~~:: t:-:. 0 r t t~B V'/\t l. CH D. J f t> rogt .. HJH to1.:c hHd. on a.r:~<:l:':j ::) ~: im:;;<:;d i ar '2 ir::pG ct: a·nc~:! 
to bcU::. pa.r-L:;ti und t.d.t;!rn,11. minL<tr·y, I \)XJ:i<'r:idF'(~d HH~;.::J·, gr:owch >·ilY.i.l.e n.t Menlo ?ac\-c, 

.;,. Describe the quality of instruction of the program .in which you 
participated: -

:S:·~<"::t~llent to ·'.t·a:~y t;{)Od t:cr- tJ::(:: ·(~~o:~;t par:t.c -:"\. f~:~y.; o1: thf: le:ct~.Lf<:::~~;; Wt~['(~ rned~to.;::;.(;f .:-ln.d o·rJ.y (;-~;::: 

2. Describe the deptl} of the program:: 

J..\2r, tbi:.: 1~·;0::; t :pa.:~ t 9 th{~r(:.: s.:~L':; Dn3c b depth <~: ::.; p~~c ·L~.T ly in t: he ~~.r·.::: a a f 
linn:·:~;y, sc::i:>tun~, '''n.d. tl:;eo1ot;_;r, 

3 ~ Hov"~ would ~roi1 describe and evalua.t.e t.he at.her part.i.cipa11ts in 
contributing to your experience? 

· · t ..,.... · .. J .. ..... <:" •.• : 1 3_,: .. _·. ·=--.. '. i'.-{~ -::_'. [',.'.·,:_,.. -:::- 1., t.'.·.'. i·.· .•. '·. •3. t:~ ~ 1· .. ~.-.. -:.(,:·.',t't i·_,,;:\<.;. "',·',.l·' -_~/ \·i 1' ff :::i :>~ n. t ::: 3.~n is t e ri H 1 ~'\/<:: ::1-H1fH t:'~ -'·.ft~r::/ 0tl~3.J. ·;.X:h :?;£\..o:..1~.c ~ ~ t • • ~ Y ~ v~ • ~ "" ~-~~ h ~ ~ ~1~ ""( -....~-., 

e::;:pe.:::·iBnc<~::.; •·~·a.~. quite br:<:L:td~?td.nt',, 

4. Describe the quality of the §12iritual components of the program 
(e.g. prayer life, worship, reflection, spiritual direction, etc.): 

:::i. Describe the quality of the program 1 s envir~?JlW.~rD; .. in terms of~ 

b. comfort: 

AOC 007085 



3. 

d. housing: 

6. Did the program offer you personal assistance in the areas of: 

a. spiritual direction Yes No 

If yes, describe its quality~ v~i::y v>od. :·,~y np:!.:d.tu~~1 ztii>:~ct:c);'. """s un·i<::.:,cn~~J ;rnd w;:t.'.< 

(J:\.gh1y q·~L>.li:'ied. 

b. ,:.:i.cademic counseling Yes 

If yes, describe its quality: 

personal counseling No 

7. Were other options made available to you in addition to the 
basic program? Yes No Sor:::i~1,;;i;;~t 

8. Overall, how would you rate the program? 

Would you consider the program: financially worthwhile 

overpriced iun n,, 

Please explain why: Tb~ q~Ja1ity <:>:: t!::.•:~ l.u:tui:-,~n:> a.rd o;:hei: oppot'tut~ith:::: for a varh~ty i).( 

~~){p:;:~rif::nc(~.~; '.> 
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GENERALt 

1. What was ~ost satisfying to you about your sabbatical? 

h; opp::;ct:\in:t ty for· -,rpd.at ill:?;, 

of rni;i is i:,;.:~:c i a 1. <:.:·.~< pE:t'i$·ne<~: ~;,.. 

' ' ' t' " "'rt"" ,,;·j·t·.J·_;, ,? ',l;'lt'' ... ".1'.'.,; c8::.·t:,, rel1:iz.at1.<)-r.:, an.(~ 1~-=.~~~;;t1.n:~i <::-:_:::~~:. , .. _:_~:'. .> "- ~ ~ .. -

2. what was lea.st satisfying to you 8.bout you.t· sabbatical? 
(?::rn ?t'\ l:O 9;30 PM) h:c;;cl'.'E~-~i 

3. Any further comments and/ c.t· suggestions fo:r the Sabbatical Board 
a.nd the Center. for Development in Ministry? ?l.>~a:se u:-y ::() <:.~~n<.I e:l·:<:'c·iu; for: \;l.J.J.;; '.ioe 

t:i<) cE~ e x:ped it. i o:J~; 1 '/ i> r dG n. ~ t J. ~:.. 1-::e c .t~f~t_LLto c:::; t-:2t it in.~:; .~: o 1 or:.g !> 
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10. would you recommend this site/program to other priests? 

No 

~DIOCESAN CONCERN~ 

1. How were your: minist.e.tial responsibiliti.es covered while you were 
away? 

2. Describe the extent to which your absence caused hardships in your 
ministerial setting: NI 

3 6 \~'tas your remuneration { salar)._.. ~ car a.llor ... vance? stole fee) received 
by ycu on time? 

Yes :< No 

4. Was you..r.· income suff ici.ent to meet. your needs during the sabbatical? 

Yes No 

5. To what extent di.d you feel •iconnectedn with the Archdiocese during 

4. 

vour sabb"'t' cal?. :·,, .. ,:.':L.· .. · .. ·,-,·~·:.·' .,·,· ,.,:·.=· ".·'._,· ... ·: .. ::.•.· ... ".· .. ~ .. ··.·_,· ,_,_._,., ~ ~ ~ :~~- ·; , copy J , .... ·~ .· ;J CAtholi~ and a copy of the pa~ish bullet 
.r h'.:.~c:; ::: 1. ~~<l./':: )<('Pt <:::.! :: c <L<t o !: <~ny impn rt ant j_ t em::: • 

6. Did you t·cgular ly receive Archdiocesan mailings'? 

No 

7. To what extent was conmmnication necessitated and executed with 
and by the CBnter for Development in MinJ.stry? D:i:::: letv:c o.f h~quiry <:bo;:~t 

nw pi;'ogi:·,11::, 
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CDM (Sa b'tatica1 "Progrnm) 
Unive.t-sit;r oi' St. Mary of the J.;..i,ke 
Mtmdelcin ~ IL 6C06D 

Attn: Misc Merleanne Hiett 

T have eno.:.(lSCd. a voucher fC>r pa:/ment to the Prog1x:ss1.ve Ccr:-;puting !ndust:rir;~:s ~ 
..... *' t "'l~~·.r~·~---~/ .............. ~·:-. ~--·~( .... ·1"' f -" ''t~" w~~ ~~ ....... ~!""' .:.ncs- .:..or C(rm.pu .·t:"::t ..... <~~"::>v~.~::.1 :~H:i ..... urJ.,~:tJ.w~ ·. n.:-.s p1:--0{-~1:dm o. €;.J.UC:~ .. ~ ....... n -:..,1.,~) !"'..c..yi::ro ~.-<.:. 

b:;l t.he 5abl"t'ltic0.,1 Boaru>f 

'I'ht:r<:i is ;:1,. pC>ssi bi 1i ty that, l may t,,>,ke one more coun.>e in "W<'.?:n.i. P:roccssi rig" 
if it oocr:mws ava:1.1ab1r:i in Jur<e. 

T am aJ.so reqiws ting the sum of t.50, 00 p;:i.yab1e to T.£:cna:rd A, Bogdan for t>:::cks 
p1.:irch<:lsed at the Vatican IT Tn~d~i tute 1 n >1•::mlo Pa:.d~~ GA. Wb0;n T nrevimm1y 
::>ubnitted my h:Xlk bi.ll for :J;H)i+.00* th0:re was an e1-ro1° involved.. 'tluDt :r.-r:;c~ntlyy 
T recBiv1;:d .:i. till from Vat:i.ea.n II fol' an .:i.dditicna1 '.l~.50.00. Bnc1.os.::d i.t:, & 

copy of my check. 

1) .P:r~og·ressi v·e Co:npt1tir1g T ntlustries, TT1c ~ 
(ad.dress on voucl·ie:::r-) 

:titOO. 00 

2) Leona t\1. Pt~ nogcL't,n 
(iLdd:reng given ?...,br.J\te.....,--Au~~t.\.n Ave~) 

Thank you for your consid.erd.1.on of t.hi s mi'.i tter. 
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~~ 
Priests' Retirement and Mutual Aid Association 

of the Archdiocese of Chicago 

May 31, 1988 

1400 South Wolf Road 

Hillside. Illinois 6016.l 

378-7373 449-6100 

Roman Catholic Bishop of 
the Diocese of Kalamazoo 
P. O. Box 949 
215 North Westnedge 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49005 

Dear Mr. -

The Priests' Retirement and Mutual Aid Association (PRMAA) 
is responsible for health insurance and pension benefits 
for priests of the archdiocese. 

Father Leonard A. Bogdan has informed us of his movement 
to the Diocese of Kalamazoo for a three year period. 

Father Bogdan also described to us the arrangement made to 
continue health and pension benefits from the Archdiocese 
of Chicago with premiums paid by the Diocese of Kalamazoo. 

Currently, our annual premium for Blue Cross/Blue Shield 
Major Medical is $1,684.00 and our Aetna pension is $400.00. 
Please feel free to remit these premiums either annually, 
quarterly or monthly at your convenience. 

As we review our plans annually, we will advise you of any 
changes in our premiums. 

Please let me know if we can be of further assistance. 

May Father Bogdan's years of ministry in Kalamazoo be blessed. 

PJP:jl 

cc: Rev. Leonard Bogdan 
Rev. Donald Ahearn 
Mr. Andrew Pollard 
Rev. Kenneth Velo 

Sincerely, 

Rev. Patrick J. Pollard 
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·THE DIOCESE OF I 
f~EP ·j. 1988 

P.O. Box '14'J 215 N. Westnedge Ave. 

KALA1\1A ZOO Kalamazoo, 1\11-19005 (616) -8714 

f\\..E 

Dear Father Bogdan: 

I am deeply grateful to His Eminence, Joseph Cardinal Bernardin, for his 
kindness in granting you permission to serve the Diocese of Kalamazoo tor a 
three year period so that we can establish our own Tribunal. 

As a result of the process of consultation, I am pleased to appoint you the 
first JUDICIAL VICAR of the Diocese of Kalamazoo in accord with Canon 1420, 
§1. This appointment is effective July I, 1988 until June 30, 1991 in accord with 
Canon 1422. 

am very grateful tor your dedication and willingness to be of assistance 
to myself and the people of God of the Diocese of Kalamazoo. I sincerely appre
ciate your acceptance of this office. Be assured of my support and availability. 

Wishing you every blessing in this important ministry, I remain 

Given at the Chancery 
June 30, 1988 

Chancellor 

The Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan, J.C.D. 
Diocesan Tribunal 
215 North Westnedge Avenue 
Kalamazop, Michigan 49007 

c: His Eminence, Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 

Very gratefully yours in Christ, 

Bishop of Kalamazoo 

...clergy Personnel Board, Archdiocese of Chicago 
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Office of the Marriage Tribunal 
215 North Westnedge Avenue 

616-349-7974 

DIOCESE OF KALAMAZOO 

P.O. BOX 949 

KALAMAZOO, Ml 49005 

January 12, 1989 

Re: Overnight at Center for Development in Ministry (2/6/89) 

Your Eminence: 

Rather than just return my reply card with a NO response, I believe that I should 
offer you a brief explanation. I do see the value of such a meeting and am not 
adverse to attending per se- However, since it will include classmates, I do not wish 
to be a part of it. At the present time, I am very content with my ministry and 
living conditions. I have never received such support from clergy as I do in the 
Diocese of Kalamazoo. Since I anticipate a negative reaction from being around 
classmates, I deem it best to avoid such encounters to maintain emotional equilibrium. 
None of my classmates ever came to my assistance when I needed it. Consequently, 
I would prefer never to have to encounter them in the future. 

I would not be adverse to attending such a meeting with another group of archdiocesan 
clergy at a later date. In this way my internal composure would not be disrupted by 
adverse external stimuli. 

In the near future, I will write you again and give you an appraisal of my current 
ministry in this Diocese. At least, I can thank YOU for giving me this opportunity. 

Respectfully yours in Christ, 

Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of the Archbishop 

January 20, 1989 

Dear Len: 

Thank you for your letter informing me that you will be unable to 
be present for the Overnight. 

I can understand some of your feelings, but to be quite honest, I 
am saddened because of the hurt you feel from our priests. It is good 
to know that you have received such a warm welcome from the priests of 
Kalamazoo and I sense the energy you have received from this. 

Len, although miles separate us, know that we are all one in the 
bond of the priesthood of Jesus Christ. Please pray for the success 
of the Overnight and be assured of a remembrance in my prayers. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan 
Diocese of Kalamazoo 
P.O. Box 949 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49005 

be: Reverend Raymond E. Goedert II""' 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

l~h~h~ 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File (R. Goedert) 

DATE: Jan. 31, 1989 

RE: Leonard Bogdan 

1. . , came to see me today. - is the vocation direc-
tor for the Cl~s and the director of Casa Claret at 2124 W. 22nd place, 
Chgo., 60608. llllllllcan be reached on Tuesdays and Thursdays during the day 
at Eveninqs he can be reached at hat is his own phone. 
The house phone is 1 

2. llllhad been advised by Bishop Rodriquez to consult with me. One of the 
former members of the Casa Cl!Waret resented a very serious problem to 
The individual inv~ was He first spoke to Bruce about this 
on Jan. 24, 1989. - had be onge to Casa C .t op 
out because he was doin so oorl at school. 

asa aret is a 
men w o are interested in Church, not necessarily priesthood. Some of 
conditions are that they get a college education and also a job. 
permitted to date, etc. 

3. -said that he just called.one day to see how he was doing ... 
asked if he could come by the Casa to talk to and he did that 
evening. said he looked awful. His physical condition ha 
.... invited him to go out for a beer so that they could talk. 

said that he had recorded 
would type them up and send them 

notes from- conversation and 
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8. While at Casa Claret, llllwas very shy and non-communicative. He would / 

joke around with the other fellows~t his jokes all seemed to have a violent 
~to them. The other guys saw .... as a very angry person. Bruce described 
-as being "very slippery". The guys in the house would challenge .on 
this. 

12. Beforellllll left, I pulled the file on th~icular priest and I read 
from the confidellienvelope prepared by Fr. 11111111. Because it was confi-· 
dential, I told at he must not reveal what I said to him, but I thought 
he should know that wrote a complete retraction of all~this in 1986. As 
a result, we really don't know what the truth is. Either is lying now and 
was lying when he first told the story to the counselors or e se the retraction 
is a lie. In either case, there is nothing that Bruce can do about it at this 
time. However, I did indicate that somewhere along the line I would speak to 

about this and see whether. has owned up one way or the other. 
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Victim Statement Abstract 

This abstract supplements a memorandum from Fr. Raymond Goedert, Vicar for Priests of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago, dated January 31, 1989, summarizing Fr. Goedert's conversations with 
an order priest. According to the memorandum, the order priest met with Victim KR to discuss 
Victim KR's alleged sexual abuse by Fr. Leonard Bogdan and the order priest discussed Victim 
KR's life since the alleged abuse by Bogdan. 
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Victim Statement Abstract 

This abstract replaces a memorandum from an order priest to Fr. Raymond Goedert, Vicar for 
Priests of the Archdiocese of Chicago, dated February 1, 1989, summarizing a conversation with 
Victim KR in which Victim KR detailed his allegation of sexual abuse against Fr. Leonard 
Bogdan. According to the memorandum, Victim KR was 14 when he met Bogdan and the 
alleged abuse consisted of mutual oral sex and mutual masturbation. During the conversation 
with the order priest, Victim KR also discussed the impact of Bogdan's abuse. 
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Casa 
CloreT 

February 1, 1989 

Rev. Raymond E. Goedert 
Vicar for Priests 
800 N. Clark, Suite 311 
Chicago, Illinois 60610 

Dear Ray, 

LIFE IS NOT MERE DESTINY -LIFE IS A VOCATION 

Thanks again for the time you spent with me, for listening and offering 
I am grateful for your some insights in best responding to 

concern and guidance. 

At this point, I am thankful for the response to ~nd I will 
pray the issues for him are resolved honestly. Since you are 
responding to the situation, I will assume my responsibility o responding 
as best I can to - desire for continued education and service in the 
Church. 

·As we agreed in our conversation, I am enclosing a text of my 
understanding of what-indicated to me. I took a few notes, and this 
text represents as much as I can remember from my notes and memory of 
the conversation. Because of the confidential nature of the material, you 
possess the only text, and it exists only for you so that you are aware of 
my understanding. 

Best wishes, Ray, for your good service and example to the Church and 
clergy. With prayer for your work, 

2124 West 22nd Place • Chicago. Illinois 60608 • Telephone ( 312), 254-4226 
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Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan 
St. Augustine Cathedral 
542 W. Michigan Avenue 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007 

March 13, 1989 

Dear Len, 

Just a few words to say that I have been 
thinking about you these past few days. You 
have been in my prayers and I want you to know 
of this. Working outside of the diocese, I am 
sure, is difficult at times, but know that you 
are representing the Church of Chicago well 
through your work and effort. 

May the Lord be close to you these Lenten 
days and may you know of my oneness with you 
always. 
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Office of the Marriage Tribunal 
215 North Westnedge Avenue 

616-349-7974 

His Eminence 
Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
1555 North State Parkway 
Chicago, IL 60610 

Your Eminence: 

DIOCESE OF KALAMAZOO 

P.O. BOX 949 

KALAMAZOO, MI 49005 

December 11, 1989 

Per our conversation of November 27, 1989 I want to express my gratitude for 
your decision to allow me to remain active in the Diocese of Kalamazoo for an 
additional two years, that is, to July, 1993. 

Thank you again for giving me the opportunity to meet with you last month. 
Your clarification of certain matters was uplifting. I realize the many personnel 
problems which face you in so large an Archdiocese. I see what Bishop Donovan has 
to endure at times, and you have similar problems but magnified 100 times plus. 

Asking God's blessings in your pastoral care of souls, I am 

Respectfully yours in Christ, 

~ ~4'-ta~ 
Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan 

Reverend Kenneth Velo 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

O[Fice of the Archbishop 

Dear Len: 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

December 20, 1989 

Thank you for your letter of December 11th. It was good to 
have an opportunity to meet with you on November 27th. I wish to 
confirm our understanding that you may continue to work in the 
Marriage Tribunal of the Diocese of Kalamazoo until July, 1993 
according to the wishes of Bishop I am confident 
that you will bring to your work there the same competence you 
have always shown in canonical matters. 

Len, I want to take this opportunity to thank you again for 
the priestly service you rendered to the faithful of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago for some thirty years, both in the 
Marriage Tribunal and in parish ministry. We look forward to 
your return to Chicago in due time. 

I wish you a grace-filled Christmas Season and every 
blessing for the New Year. 

Reverend Leonard Bogdan 
Diocese of Kalamazoo 
Post Office Box 949 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49005 

cr:;y~~~ 
~~hbishop of Chicago 

cc: Most Reverend Bishop of Kalamazoo 
Reverend Kenneth Velo, Priests' Personnel Board 
Reverend J. Cletus Kiley, Personnel Services 
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\/P.O. Box 949 215 N. Westnedge Ave. 
THE DIQCE SE Q F KALAMAZOO/ Kalamazoo, Mt 49005 (616) 349-8714 

January 29, 1990 

Your Eminence, 

In the first place, I wish to thank you for the copy of your letter to Father 
Leonard Bogdan which I received on December 20, 1989. It has given me special 
joy that Len is very happy and content in his ministry with us here. I am sure 
you know well how valuable Len and his skills are to us at this point in our history, 
as we are still in the early days of establishing our Tribunal and its practice. You 
can be sure that Len and his competence are not at al I taken for granted but 
appreciated in every way. You can also be assured of my gratitude, literally beyond 
words, for your most generous sharing with us of precious priestly personnel. In 
all honesty we would surely not be able to provide some very basic services to our 
people, if it were not for the presence and competent service of fine priests from 
the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

Let me also take this opportunity to thank you for the copy of your Pastoral 
Letter entitled "The Family Gathered Here Before You" which arrived in my office 
more recently. I am anxious to read it in its entirety, but my overview to date 
tells me that once again you have managed to articulate the fine and delicate balance 
which exists in a Church which Is immanent yet called to reflect the Transcendent, 
a Church which is hierarchical, but also truly a charismatic People of God. Thank 
you for this renewed effort to teach our people and to assist your brother Bishops 
in our teaching ministry. 

Be assured of my prayerful support during what must be difficult days, as you 
seek to carry out with love the needed decisions you have made to provide for the 
future of the Church of Chicago. 

Asking every generous blessing of the Lord upon you and your important ministry, 
am 

His Eminence 
Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
Archbishop of Chicago 
Post Off ice Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Bishop of Kalamazoo 
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Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan 
St. Augustine Cathedral 
542 w. Michigan Avenue 
Kalamazoo, MI 49007 

Dear Len, 

July 31, 1990 

I have been thinking about you and want you to 
know of my continued interest and concern for you, 
as well as my encouragement and support. 

Len, be assured, too, of my prayers. May the 
Lord be with you in a special way these days. Warm 
regards from Chicago. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

yours in Christ, 
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ST. AUGUSTINE CATHEDRAL 
542 W. MICHIGAN AVE. 

KALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN 49007 

June 9, 1991 

Dear Cardinal Bernardin: 

Due to the fact that I am unable to attend the festivities marking your 
25th Anniversary of Ordination to the rank of Bishop, I still wish to extend my 
congratulations and expression of warm affection. I imagine that your current 
celebration with the clergy will evoke many mixed emotions, but primarily that 
of gratitude to God for the gift of sharing in the fullness of the ministerial 
priesthood of Jesus Christ. Though the office of Diocesan Bishop is especially 
challenging in the post Vatican II era, nonetheless you have been blessed in 
abundance by a loving and provident God. I trust He will be as generous to you 
in the years to come. 

I am especially grateful for the love, support, and friendship you have 
afforded me in the past. Undoubtedly, it has continued to be a personal source 
of great joy. Though I currently labor in your "satellite diocese,'' as you have 
affectionately termed it, you still remain my vicar of Christ in the local Church 
of Chicago. It is a strong bond despite the distance that separates us. This 
became especially evident to me when I participated in the ordination ceremony 
at Holy Name Cathedral on May 18 last. The chance:to exchange a brief hello 
still lingers in my mind. 

I also want to take this opportunity to mention that things are going 
very well in my labors within the local Church of Kalamazoo. Though the tribunal 
ministry remains my primary labor, Bishop utilizes my expertise in a 
variety of other ways. Consequently, there is little time left to become bored. 
Nonetheless, I am very happy and content to assist within the wider Church, where 
the harvest is great, but the laborers are few. 

It is difficult to believe that almost three years have elapsed since my 
arrival here. I hope now to fine tune the tribunal structure during the remaining 
two years, as I await with anticipation the arrival of my successor upon comple
tion of his doctoral studies. What the future holds in store for me after I have 
finished my current commitment, I leave to God's providence and your good will. 
As I mentioned to you on more than one occasion by word or in script, the happiest 
days of my priesthood encompassed my teaching of Canon Law at De Andreis Seminary 
in Lemont and at CTU in Chicago as an interim professor over a period of three 
years. If such a post ever again becomes open in the future, I hope you will 
consider me as a viable candidate. 

May God continue to bless your labors on behalf of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago. I truly appreciate what you have done for me. I term it that "shot in 
the arm" I needed to regain my emotional equilibrium and function effectively in 
the ministerial priesthood of Jesus Christ. 

Oremus pro invicem, 

~~~ 
P.S. Did you ever receive the photocopy of the invitation and insert from the 
Benedictine Sisters at St. Scholastica that I sent you last month? 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of the Archbishop 

June 17, 1991 

Dear Len: 

Many thanks for your letter of June 9. I quite understand why 
you were not able to attend the anniversary celebration for the priests. 
It was a great occasion; nearly 600 attended. 

I appreciate very much the sentiments you expressed regarding the 
25th anniversary of my episcopal ordination. In a very special way, I am 
grateful for your understanding and support. 

Needless to say, I am pleased to learn that things have gone so 
well with you in Kalamazoo. It is hard to believe that you have been away 
three years. During the next two years, we can begin to discuss what assign
ment you may have when you return •. It will be good to have you back. 

I did receive the photocopy and insert from the Benedictine Sisters 
at St. Scholastica which you sent me. I thought I had acknowledged your 
letter., I intend to bring the n;iatter to the attention of the Sisters. I 
have not yet had a chance to do it, although I have spoken with Sister Carol 
Crepeau about it~ 

I hope, Len, you have a pleasant and restful summer. Be assured 
of my continued prayers and support., 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan 
St. Augustine Cathedral 
542 W. Michigan avenue 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chciago 
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THE D 0 
\ / 215 N. Westnedge Ave. P.O. Box 949 

I CESE OF KALAMAZOO/ Kalamazoo,M/49005(616)349-8714 

The Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan 
Diocesan Tribunal 
215 North Westnedge Avenue 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007 

Dear Father Bogdan, 

June 18, 1991 

I am deeply grateful ,to His Eminence, Joseph Cardinal 
Bernardin, for his kindness in granting you permission to serve 
in the Diocese of Kalamazoo for an additional two years to 
continue ministering in our Tribunal. 

Consequently, I am pleased to extend your appointment as 
JUDICIAL VICAR of the Diocese of Kalamazoo to June 30, 1993, in 
accord with Canon 1420.1. 

I also reconfirm all delegated faculties (authorization) 
granted you on July 1, 1988, as long as you retain the office of 
Judicial Vicar. 

I am very appreciative of your 
to be of assistance to the people of 
Kalamazoo and to me as Bishop. 
support and availability. 

dedication and willingness 
God of the Diocese of 

Be assured of my continued 

Wishing you every blessing in this important ministry of 
healing, I remain 

in Christ, 

Given at the Chancery June 18, 1991. 

Chancellor 

cc: His Eminence, Joseph cardinal Bernardin~ 
clergy Personnel Board, Archdiocese of Chicago 
The Reverend 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File (P. O'Malley) 

DATE: Dec. 4, 1991 

RE: Leonard Bogdan 

l. I made copies of the two letters in Lenny Bogdanls file from 
One was from a greeting on the back of a graduation picture. The other was a 
letter~ recanting the charges that he had made against Leonard Bogdan. 

2. To our knowledge, it looks as if they are from two different hands. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

· CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File (P. 0 1 Malley) 

DATE: Dec. 11, 1991 

RE: Len Bogdan 

1. I spoke to--· pastor of St. Barbara ts, phone- I asked 
Al if he knew t~outs of . •knows the entire history of 
.......... and filled ~n on a lot that has happened to him. He did know 
~lationship -had with Len. In fact,. says he's been very 
angry at Len for a long time because of the nature of that relationship. He 
said that Len felt that he practically owned and resented anybody 
else getting any of his time. 

2. We had a long talk about lllland the tragedies that have 
his life. He feels he's a good guy, but who had so many bad 
tionship with Len was one of those thin s. 
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Office of lhe Archbishop 

ARCHDIOC' CHICAGO 

January 3, 1992 

Confidential 

Dear Bishop •••I: 

Posl Office B•» I 971/ 
Chicago. Illinois tlOl\90 

(312) 751-112>0 
l'a> (312) 337-6.H<J 

This letter is the follow-up to the conversation we had 
earlier today regarding Father Leonard Bogdan. 

Because of the incident which I described to you, it is 
necessary that Father Bogdan fulfill certain conditions: 

(1) He must be supervised. Since Father Bogdan lives at the 
Cathedral rectory, the pastor of the Cathedral should be 
informed of the·situation and agree to supervise him. 

(2) If Father Bogdan does parish work at a place other than 
the Cathedral the pastor or administrator should be apprized 
of the situation and be· willing to accept him. We have found 
that this is a very important dimension of the policy we have 
developed. Perhaps it would be better if this were 
discontinued. There would be one less person who would have 
to know. 

(4) He must not be in the presence of minors under 18 without 
the presence of another adult. 

(5) Generally, Father Bogdan should keep a low profile. 

You graciously indicated that you were willing to keep Father 
Bogdan under these conditions. I was pleased to hear that he has 
done so well while in Kalamazoo. 
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page two January 3, 1991 

Since speaking with you, I have spoken with Father Bogdan and 
he will meet with you to discuss the matter. After that, I would 
appreciate a letter from you indicating that you and he are in 
agreement as to what needs to be done. 

I am very grateful,~ for your understanding and 
cooperation. 

May the peace and joy of Christmas be yours throughout the New 
Year. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Bishop of Kalamazoo 
2131 Aberdeen 
Kalamazoo, MI 49008 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

cc: /Reverend Patrick O'Halley, Vicar for Priests 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File (P. O'Malley) 

DATE: Jan. 3, 1992 

RE: Leonard Bogdan 

1. Len met with the Cardinal and myself on Jan. 2 for a short time. We went 
over the possibilities that Len and I had given the Cardinal. The Cardinal 
agreed that the best thing for Len to do at this time was to return to Kala
mazoo. The Cardinal also said he would call Bishop-- on Jan. 3 or 4, 
inform him of what the situation is and ask him for~ision. 

2. The Cardinal also agreed that the options that Len had offered as possible 
means of employment when he returns to Chicago are quite acceptable to him. 
The meeting went very well and Len drove back to Kalamazoo right after the 
meeting. 
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Office of the Marriage Tribunal 
215 Norlh Westnedge Avenue 

616-349-7974 

TO: Reverend Patrick 

FROM: Reverend Leonard 

DATE: January 7, 1992 

RE: Confidential File 

DIOCESE OF KALAMAZOO 

P 0. BOX 949 

KALAMAZOO, MI 49005 

MEMORANDUM 

J. O'Malley, Vicar for Priests 

A. Bog d a nr.J::,f ,_/J 

of Leonard A. Bogdan 

As a matter of record I want to state that I understand the position of 
the Archdiocese of Chicago to employ various cautionary procedures to avoid civil 
liability, etc. In addition, I agree with them in principle without reservation. 
This same attitude prevailed when my case was routinely reopened in late 1986. To 
avoid any form of litigation wherein my public reputation could be at stake, I 
complied without hesitation to every mandate given me by the Vicar for Priests. 
After that I thought my case was laid to rest. You can imagine my inner turmoil 
when it was reopened last month. 

I realize there is little I can do to answer effectively the charges made. 
It appears now that there is a presumption of guilt versus innocence in such matters. 
Even a disclaimer seems insufficient since it too can be "disclaimed" whenever it 
appears advantageous. As a consequence, I reviewed my own files on this issue. 
I came across one item that may support some credibility on my part. It is enclosed. 
Bishop Donovan saw the original so he can attest to the authenticity of said photo 
and message inscribed on the reverse side. This was unsollicited and given me the 
same year of the initial antasy 
and reality. Obviously, 
one can be the victim of fantasy and not objective reality. I guess one's record 
is the only other means of proof. 

All these things having been said, I intend to comply fully with each and 
every mandate given me by Cardinal Bernardin in a spirit of obedience, whether or not 
such is justifiable. I do not need any form of litigation at this point in my life 
since the results of the same are often much more devastating. It is unfortunate that 
there are no adequate means to prevent the innocent from becoming the victim. 

P.S. Please place this memorandum and exhibit in my file with all the other records. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET. SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILUNOlS 60610 

Off: (312) 642-1837 

Rev. Leonard A. Bogdan 
Cathedral of St. Augustine 
542 West Michigan Avenue 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007 

Dear Len, 

January 20, 1992 

I received your letter when I got back from vacation on January 
20 and as you requested I have placed that particular note in your 
file. I am very happy that you are cooperating as we go along. 

look forward to the coming months when we will continue to 
cooperate and when we can work out a future that will be helpful 
for you and for your ministry. 

Thanks again for your letter. See you soon. 

Fraternally yours, 

Rev&: O'Malley 
Vicar for Priests 
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· ~ / 215 N. Westnedge Ave. P.O. Box 949 
THE DIOCESE OF KALAMAZOO/ Kalamazoo,M/49005(6161349-8714 

February 1, 1992 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Your Eminence, 

At this point in time, I find myself in a position to respond to your confidential 
letter of January 3, 1992 with regard to Father Leonard Bogdan. Father Bogdan 
and I have spoken at length, and I am happy to report that I have found him both 
very open and very cooperative. Father Bogdan accepts the conditions deemed 
necessary for his continued active ministry in the Diocese of Kalamazoo and has 
committed himself to their fulfillment. 

For the record I would spell out in detail that: 

1) The rector of the Cathedral Church of St. Augustine where Father Bogdan 
resides has been informed of the sit~iscussed the matter both with 
myself and Father Bogdan. Father_.....(the Cathedral rector) has 
agreed to act as supervisor. 

2) Effective February 27, 1992, Father Bogdan, in addition to his duties as Judicial 
Vicar, will assist in priestly ministry, including weekend liturgical ministry, at the 
Cathedral Church of St. Augustine where he also resides. He will provide this 
assistance according to a "formula" to be worked out by himself and Father 
which will take account of his full time Tribunal responsibilities. This will mean that 
after February 27, Father Bogdan will not be doing parish work at a place other 
than the Cathedral. 

4) Father Bogdan has not been nor does he intend to be in the presence of minors 
under 18 without the presence of another adult. The Cathedral elementary school is 
very accessible, but at no time has Father Bogdan shown the least interest to involve 
himself in any way. 

5) Father Bogdan generally has kept a low profile and has agreed to continue to do 
so -- I believe this would be his natural tendency in any event. 

I would want to repeat my words of deep appreciation and respect for the fine 
ministry which Father Bogdan has accomplished with us to date, because of which I 
am so willing that he remain with us into the future. 
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page two 

Please accept my deep gratitude for your willingness to accomodate our needs 
and situation here in light of the responsibilities which are yours. 

I am sure that in the days ahead we will both keep Father Bogdan and his 
ministry in our prayers. Please pray for me as well, and be assured of my prayers for 
your important ministry, both in the archdiocese and for the sake of the universal 
Church. 

Fraternally in the Lord, 

Bishop of Kalamazoo 

His Eminence Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
Archbishop of Chicago 
Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

cc. Reverend Patrick O'Malley, Vicar for Priests .I 
Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan -

AOC 007122 



Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Memo to File {POM) 
Re: Rev. Leonard Bogdan 
6/16/92 

I spoke to Bisho of Kalamazoo today. His phone 
number is spoken to him previous!¥ on 
June 13 to pass on to him that the Cardinal is requesting 
that Fr. Bogdan move out of the rectory or parish setting as 
soon as possible. We had hoped that he could move in with 
the Bishop while he continues to work in the Chancery Off ice 
where there is absolutely no contact with minors. 

The Bishop reassured me that there has been no contact with 
minors and that the rector of the cathedral has made sure of 
that. Fr. Bogdan does help out on weekends and is absolutely 
essential in the parish, but has nothing to do with the 
school or with young people. 

I told the Bishop that I would speak to him today, on the 
16th, after the Cardinal's Commission Report had been issued. 
I spoke to the Cardinal after the Press Conference and 
reminded him of the phone call to Bishop He said he 
would be speaking to when they were down at Notre 
Dame . 

........ is in a real bind for priests on weekends to day 
~ It's a very difficult situation for him and he 
wondered if somehow or other Len could continue to say Mass 
on weekends, b~ under supervision, stay away from minors as 
he has been doing, • • 

and still somehow reside in the Cathedral Rectory. So 
I will leave it to the Cardinal, wh~ to on the 
evening of 6/16 to talk with Bishop ........ 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo {POM) 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

To: Cardinal Bernardin 
7/6/92 . 

You asked me to draw up a proposed letter to Bishop 11111111 
of Kalamazoo. The following text may be of help to you. 

Dear Bishop 

When we spoke down at Notre Dame about the situation 
with Fr. Leonard Bogdan, you asked me to put my thoughts in 
writing. I realize from both what you said and what our 
Vicar for Priests, Fr. O'Malley, has told me that Fr. 
Bogdan's removal from the Cathedral Rectory would be a great 
inconvenience for you. You and your people have done a good 
job of supervising him and, like you, I feel that there are 
no children presently at risk. 

Nevertheless, with the recommendations from my appointed 
Commission and the climate such as it is here in Chicago, I 
must ask once again that he not reside in a parish rectory. 
I wish I could make an exception in this case, knowing how 
problematic it will be for you. If you cannot accommodate 
him in a supervised out-of-rectory residence, then I shall 
have to have Fr. Bogdan returned to the Archdiocese where he 
will have some ministry but within a supervised setting. 

All of this is very unfortunate and it seems that 
everyone suffers in the process. I am grateful to you for 
your total cooperation in the past and for your willingness 
to help at this time. Please accept my apologies for laying 
this burden upon you but I really have no choice. 

Cordially yours, 

Cardinal Bernardin 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Archbishop 

Dear Bishop-, 

Post Office Bo1< 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8230 
Fax (312) 337-6379 

July 13, 1992 

I appreciated the opportunity to speak with you about Fr. Len Bogdan 
when we were together at Notre Dame. 

I realize both from ycur earlier conversation with Fr. Pat O'Malley 
and our brief discussion that moving Len from the Cathedral rectory will be a 
great inconvenience for you. You and your colleagues have done a good job 
supervising Len and, like you, I feel that there are no minors presently at 
risk. 

I have now had a chance to reflect further on our conversation, 
together with rny advisors. Wi.th the recommendations from the special 
Commission I appointed to address this issue, as well as the climate which 
presently exists in Chicago, I must ask once again that Len not reside in a 
parish rectory. I truly wish I could make an exception in this case, knowing 

-how problematic it will be for you. 

If you cannot accommodate Len in a supervised out-of-rectory 
residence, I will surely understand. But then I would feel obligated to ask 
Len to return to the Archdiocese where he would have some ministry but be in 
the kind of supervised setting which was stipulated by the Commission. 

All of this is so unfortunate, Paul, and it seems that everyone 
suffers in the process. I am grateful for your total cooperation in the past 
and for your willingness to help at this time. Please accept my apology for 
laying this burden on you at this time, but I really have no choice. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Bishop of Kalamazoo 
215 N. Westnedge Ave. 
P.O. Box 949 
Kalamazoo, MI 49005-0949 

bc~Fr. O'Malley 

/ 

· Fraternally in Christ, 
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, /P.O. Box 949 215 N. Weslnedge Ave. 
THE DIOCESE OF KALAMAZOO/ Kalamazoo,M/49005(616)349-8714 

Sept. 29, 1992 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 

Your Eminence, 

Belatedly, and with apologies for the delay, I wish to acknowledge receipt of 
your letter of July 13, 1992, concerning Father Leonard Bogdan. 

Please be informed that Father Len has been livini?: with me at mv residence at 
r can assure yoti' that he is 

living in a supervised out-of-rectory residence. 

Father Len continues to give excellent service in the Tribunal. Our priests 
seem very satisfied with his ministry of reconciliation to/for their people, and of 
course, I continue to be most grateful to you for your kindness in allowing Father 
Len to minister in our Diocesa~ Tribunal. 

I can tell you that Father Len is a pleasant addition to my residence. As a 
visiting professor from Rome remarked, Father Len seems to be possessed of 
"beatitudo naLuralis." 

With kindest personal regards and prayerful good wishes in your very important 
ministry in Chicago and in the national and international Church, I am 

Cordially yours in Christ, 

Bishop of Kalamazoo 

His Eminence 
Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
Archbishop of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Bishop of Kalamazoo 
215 North Westnedge Avenue 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49005 

Dear Bishop 

January 19, 1993 

As we begin this new year, I hope that the prospects for 
you and your ministry in Kalamazoo are optimistic. One of 
the things that I have to do at the beginning of this year is 
to check back and see how Fr. Leonard Bogdan is doing. We 
know that as of this past summer, at the Cardinal's request, 
you were gracious enough to invite Fr. Bogdan into your own 
household. I presume that he has been under your supervision 
since that time. I have just recently been in touch with Fr. 
Bogdan to make contact once again. 

The Cardinal would like me to inquire regarding the 
following concerns: 

1. How much longer will Fr. Bogdan be needed in Kalamazoo? 

2. Has he been observing the restriction not to be in the 
presence of minors under 18 without another adult being 
present? 

3. From your observation, how is his spirit and morale at 
this time? 

4. 

I am sorry to trouble you with this list of questions 
because I know you must be a very busy man, but it is 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

imperative that I be able to respond to the Cardinal when he 
inquires about Fr. Bogdan. 

Thank you very much for your cooperation in this matter. 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 

Respectfully yours, 

Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Vicar for Priest 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

From: Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Date: 1/19/93 
Re: Leonard Bogdan 

I spoke to Leonard Bogdan to check in and see how he's doing. 
He is presently living at the Bishop's house and is under his 
supervision and finds the Bishop very supportive. Len told 
me that the Bishop is going to ask for an extension of his 
stay in Kalamazoo. The person who was supposed to come in 
and replace him somehow has gotten side-tracked and it will 
take more time to replace Len. That request will be made 
shortly. 

I told Len that I would be in contact with the Bishop through 
my letter. He will inform the Bishop that I will be writing 
to him soon. 
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215 N. Westnedge Ave. P.O. Box~~~ :x I 
sos 91 

THE DIOCESE OF KALAMAZOO Kalamazoo,M/49005(616)349-8714 

The Reverend Patrick O'Malley 
Vicar for Priests 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
64S North Michigan Avenue, Suite S43 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Father O'Malley, 

March 22, 1993 

With apologies for the delay, I write at 
this time in response to your letter of January 19, 1993, con
cerning Father Leonard A. Bogdan. 

Father Len has been living with me in 
accord with my last letter to you concerning his residence. 
He has been under my personal supervision since moving into my 
residence. 

May I respond now to your four questions: 
1) Father Bogdan came to the Diocese of Kalamazoo in the 

later summer of 1988 with an original leave from Chicago for 
three years; His Eminence graciously extended that leave for an 
additional two years. It would be ~my fervent hope that we 
might receive a favorable reply to a request for an additional 
three or four years; it is about this further extension that I 
will soon be writing to Cardinal Bernadin. There are seveial 
reasons for requesting the above-mentioned extension. For the 
time being, until I write to His Eminence, I will mention only 
one reason which is immediately below. 

I have a priest completing (I hope!) his Doctorate in 
Canon Law at the University of Ottawa. He is expected to return 
to the Diocese of Kalamazoo in June of this year but must retuin 
to Ottawa in the fall of 1993 to defend and publish his thesis. 
It has been my plan and my hope that Father work with 
Father Bogdan for one or two years to learn the practical and 
administrative points of tribunal procedure before appointing 
him to the offi~e of Judicial Vicar. 

In direct answer to your question, I judge that Fither 
Bogdan will be needed in the Diocese of Kalarnazcio foT three or 
four more years beyond this date for the above reason snd for 
other reasons I plan to share with His Eminence; you will receive 
a copy of this letter. 

2) Father Bogdan has been scrupulously observing the 
restriction not to b~in the presence of minors urider eighteen 
years of age without another adult being present. 
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3) The spirit and morale of Father Bogdan are excellent. 
We have observed that his mental/emotional health has stabilized 
since his arrival in the Diocese of Kalamazoo in 1988. Father Len 
has also expressed to me on more than one occasion that he is no 
longer depressed or anxious. He has been revitalized in so many 
ways. He has been of great assistance to me personally in a variety 
of ways since his move to my residence. He seems cheerful and 
happy. A visiting professor from Rome remarked that he seems to 
have a remarkable "beatitudo 

4) 

Please feel free to contact me, Father 
O'Malley, at any time. I trust the above gives you the information 
you seek. 

We count Father Bogdan as a real blessing. He 
has done and consistently continues to do a superb job in our 
Tribunal which he established. He is deeply appreciated by the 
Bishop of Kalamazoo and by our priests. Truly, he has been and is 
a real gift to the Diocese of Kalamazoo. 

Be assured of my prayerful good wishes as you 
seek to fulfill your very important ministry as Vicaor for 
Priests in the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

P.S. 

Bishop of Kalamazoo 

please excuse Anjerrors you may find in this Jetter. In matters 
of this kind, and especially when one of the stafff is involved, 
I do my own typing. Furthermore, may I ask that any correspond
ence addressed to me in the future about Father Bogdan be 
marked Personal and Confidential. Thank you. 
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, / 215 N. Westnedge Ave. P.O. Box 949 
THE DIOCESE OF KALAMAZOO/ Kalamazoo,M/49005(616]349-8714 

April 16, 1993 

Your Eminence, 

It is my prayerful hope that this letter finds 
you in good health and that, by the grace of God, you are in 
good spirits as you bear the heavy burdens of your important 
office. 

In a letter I wrote to !·Father Patrick O'Malley 
on March 22, 1993, I indicated that I would be writing to 
Your Eminence about Father Leonard Bogdan. 

As you are aware, Father Bogdan has been living 
at my residence for several months; prior to coming to my 
residence, he resided at St. Augustine Cathedral Rectory until 
you requested that I arrange a non-parish residency. He has 
been under my personal supervision. I must say that his con
duct has been most exemplary. He keeps me informed as to his 
activity, as to wher-&he goes and with regard to the persons 
with whom he associa•; generally, his association has been 
with brother priests. Father Bogdan has scrupulously observed 
the restriction not to be in the presence of minors under 
eighteen years of age without another adult being present. 

Almost from the day he arrived in Kalamazoo in 
the late summer of 1988, Father Bogdan's spirits and morale 
have been excellent. He has told me on more than one occasion 
that he is happy and not depressed or anxious since his arrivil 
in Kalamazoo. He appears to have been revitalized in so many 
ways. He is cheerful; so much so that a visiting professor from 
Rome, in whose presence Father Bogdan often was, remarked that 
he seems to have an unusual "beatitudo naturalis" as Father 
Fucek termed it. 

I wish to express again my appreciation for youi 
generosity to the Diocese cif Kalamazoo and to myself personally 
for loaning Father Bogdan to labor here over four and one-half 
years to date. My original request for three years and the 
request for an extension through June 30, 1993, was based on the 
hope that a priest I have doing his Doctorate in Canon Law would 
complete his work in mid-1992. In addition, I have pl~nned to 
have Father 111111111 work along with Father Bogdan for one or two 
years to learn the practical points of tribunal proceduies before 
appointing him to the off ice of Judicial Vicar to succeed Fither 
Bogdan. Unfortunately, that hope did not materialize. Father 

will not be back from St. Paul's in Ottawa until Jurie of 
1993; he must return in the fall of 1993 to defend and to pfublish 
his thesis. Consequently, this is one of the primary reasons for 
requesting another extension of Father Len's ministry in this· 
Diocese at this time. 
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There are also other urgent reasons why I am 
making this special request for another extension. Without 
going into too great detail, I will simply indicate them in 
summary fashion: 

1) First of all, the increase in formal case work in the 
Tribunal has reached a point where it is no longer 
feasible to depend on one judge only. At least, an 
additional part-time judge is needed to expedite the 
increasing number of petitions for nullity; 

2) Due to pressing parochial needs in the Diocese, I have 
had to recall another priest who completed only one 
year of formal studies in Canon Law. I do not anti
cipate that I can allowe him to return to formal studies 
before September, 1994, or later. His presence in one 
of the larger parishes is currently paramount. 

3) Apart from one other diocesan priest who is a full
time chaplain for a local religious community, Father 
Bogdan is the only diocesan priest who is in full-time 
non-parochial ministry. His services are therefore 
invaluable because he has been able to fulfill those 
non-parochial ministries which otherwise would be with
out needed priestly direction and involvement; for 
example, serving as a member of the Liturgy Commission. 
In most cases, the local diocesan clergy cannot assume 
additional non-parochial responsibilities because of 
age, health, parochial duties etc. In fact, I believe 
that the next Judicial Vicar will also need to assume 
other responsibilities beyond Tribunal ministry on a 
part-time basis. 

4) In recent times, I have given serious consideration to 
re-establishing our Permanent Diaconate Program. Due 
to Father Bogdan's present restrictions with regard to 
parochial ministry, he would be available to assist in 
various non-parochial ministries after Father Schmidt's 
return to this Diocese (v.g. teaching in the diaconate 
program or in other diocesan adult education settings) 

In conclusion, may I add that Father Bogdan has been 
of great assistance to me in a variety of ways since his ~ove to 
my residence. He also has expressed on more than one occasion 
about how his mental/emotional health has stabilized since his 
arrival here in 1988. Therefore, all things considered, I request 
that you grant him permission to minister in the Diocese qf 
Kalamazoo for at least three to four additional years. 

With kindest personal regards and prayerful good 
wishes that you and your important ministry may be abundantly 
blessed, I am 

CC: The Rev. Patrick O'Malley Fraternally yours in Christ, 

His Eminence Bishop bf Kalamazoo 
Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
1555 North State Parkway 
Chicago, Illinois 60610 

P.s.</~~-lk~-~ 
11:!~~.~~~ 
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MEMO from 

CARDINAL BERNARDIN 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo 
To: 
From: 
Date: 
Re: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Cardinal Bernardin 
Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
4/21/93 
Leonard Bogdan 

Len is asking for an extension of his stay in Kalamazoo. As 
far as we're concerned that seems to be a very workable 
situation. Again, if he were to come back here, we'd have to 
find a residence for him and we'd have to find work for him. 
He has both of those a~portive situation. I know you 
mentioned that Bishop ........ is not well, but it sounds like 
the situation there is really under control. 

Therefore I recommend that his stay be extended and also that 
he stay in touch with our office. This is a recommended text 
for a letter you might use to respond: 

Dear Leonard, 

Thank you very much for your letter of April 13. I have 
received the letter from Bishop I and he sounds very 
pleased with both your contribution to the Tribunal and your 
own personal presence there. It also sounds to me like you 
have made progress and are reasonably happy with what you are 
doing and with your own personal progress. 

I therefore will extend your stay in the Diocese of 
Kalamazoo for another three years until June 1,1996. 9uring 
your time there, I would continue to expect you to be in 
touch with our Vicar for Priests' Office. Please contact Fr. 
Pat O'Malley at your earliest convenience to alert him to 
your situation. I'm happy to grant this extension and hope 
that your stay will be beneficial to both you and the diocese 
of Kalamazoo and the Church in general. 

With all good wishes, 

Respectfully yours, 
Cardinal Bernardin 
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April 26, 1993 

Dear Leonard, 

Thank you v~ for your letter of April 13. I have received the 
letter from Bishop--and he sounds very pleased with both your contribution 
to the Tribunal and your own personal presence there. It also sounds to me like 
you have made progress and are reasonably happy with what you are doing and with 
your own personal progress. 

I therefore will extend you stay in the Diocese of Kalamazoo for another 
three years until June 1, 1996. During your time there, I would continue to 
expect you to be in touch with our Vicar for Priests' Office. Please contact 
Father Pat O'Malley at your earliest convenience to alert him to your situation. 
I'm happy to grant this extension an hope that your stay will be beneficial to 
both you and the diocese of Kalamazoo and the Church in general. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan 
2131 Aberdeen 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49008 

JLB:sam 

cc: 

be: Rev. Pat O'Malley 

Fraternally in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 
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April 28, 1993 

Dear Bishop-. 

I wish to acknowledge with gratitude your letter of April 16 requesting 
that I extend Father Bogdan's stay in the Diocese of Kalamazoo. I am happy to 
do this and have so notified Len. A copy of my letter to him is enclosed. I 
hope you are well. Keep me in your prayers and I will do the same for you. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

be: Rev. Pat O'Malley 

enclosure 

Kalamazoo, Michigan 49005 

JLB:sam 
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Dear Pat, 

2131 Aberdeen Drive 
Kalamazoo MI 49008 
May 29, i993 

Per our telephone conversation of one month ago, I am writing at this time 
to determine whether it is feasible to request excardination from the Archdiocese 
of Chicago with incardination into the Diocese of Kalamazoo based on RETIREMENT 
benefits and the necessary funding which the Diocese of Kalamazoo will seek. 
If this issue can be resolved, then I will take the necessary steps to seek this 
favor. 

I spoke with Bishop about the funding, and he told me to contact 
the Michigan Catholic Conference, which is the retirement agency for Kalamazoo. 
Unfortunately, I have not been able to come up with the exact figure due to some 
communication gaps with the person in charge. However, I have received enough 
information to indicate a ball park figure. 

From the last communication I received, the amount sought will be between 
$60,000 and $65,000. This takes into account any accrued interest for past 
yearly contributions. This amount also INCLUDES the years 1988-92 (wherein the 
Diocese of Kalamazoo made contributions on my behalf to the Archdiocese). 
A final figure should be known within a few weeks. 

I believe that it would be advantageous to approach Cardinal Bernardin 
with this tentative figure to ascertain his thinking on the matter. Then I will 
know whether I can/should move forward. 

I will be on vacation to June 9. I will be in Chicago on June 10/11 for 
dental appointments, etc. A telephone number for contact: 

If your office contacts me in the future about any of these matters, 
please use the above address. My secretary at the office address does not always 
honor my directives about not opening mail from the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ "13~~ 
Reverend {e:~fra A. Bogdan 
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215 N. Westnedge Ave. P.O. Box 949 
THE DIOCESE 0 f KALAMAZOO Kalamazoo, Ml 49005 (616)349-8714 

The Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan 
Diocesan Tribunal 
215 North Westnedge Avenue 
Kalamazoo, MI 49007 

Dear Father Bogdan, 

I am deeply grateful to His Eminence, Joseph Cardinal 
Bernardin, for his kindness in granting you permission to serve in 
the Diocese of Kalamazoo for an additional three years to continue 
ministering in our Tribunal. 

Consequently, I am pleased to extend your appointment as 
JUDICIAL VICAR of the Diocese of Kalamazoo to June 30, 1995 in 
accord with Canon 1420.1. 

I also reconfirm all delegated faculties (authorization) 
granted you on July 1, 1988, as long as you retain the office of 
Judicial Vicar. 

I am very appreciative of your dedication and willingness to 
be of assistance to the people of God of the Diocese of Kalamazoo 
and to me as Bishop. Be assured of my continued support and 
availability. 

Wishing you every blessing in this important ministry of 
healing, I remain 

Very gratefully yours in Christ, 

Given at the Chancery June 1, 1993 

cc: ~is Eminence, Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
Clergy Personnel Board, Archdiocese of Chicago 
The Reverend Patrick J. O'Malley, Vicar for Priests 
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, / 215 N. Weslnedge Ave. P.O. Box 949 
THE DIOCESE OF KALAMAZOO/ Kalamazoo,M/49005(616}349-8714 

June 3, 1993 

Dear cardinal Bernardin, 

Please accept my sincere thanks for your letter of April 
28, 1993, in which you extended the leave of Father Leonard A. 
Bogdan from the Archdiocese of Chicago until June 1, 1996. I am 
deeply grateful for your great kindness in helping out our small 
Diocese by extending the stay of Father Bogdan in the Diocese of 
Kalamazoo for another three years. Thank you, too, for the copy 
of your letter of April 26 to Father Len. You will never fully 
realize, I'm sure, what a blessing you have provided us in our 
critical shortage of priestly personnel here in the Diocese of 
Kalamazoo. 

Be assured of 
important ministry 
Universal Church. 

my continuing prayers for you in your very 
in Chicago, in our nation, and in the 

With kindest personal regards and prayerful good wishes, I 
am 

Gratefully yours in Christ, 

Bishop of Kalamazoo 

PVD:ab 

c: The Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan 
,The Reverend Patrick O'Malley 

His Eminence 
Joseph cardinal Bernardin 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

AllCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILUNOIS 60611 

Rev. Leonard Bogdan 
2131 Aberdeen Drive 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49008 

Dear Len, 

June 7, 1993 

I received your letter of May 29, 1993. If I do not get 
in contact while you are in the city, you need to know what 
disposition we are making with your request. The PRMAA Board 
which is in charge of our non-vested pension has never 
received a request such as this before; namely, that a lump 
sum of money would be given to the diocese to which a man is 
being incardinated. 

As I said in our conversation, when a man comes into our 
diocese on incardination, he is immediately put under our 
full pension plan, no matter what his age. He brings nothing 
with him from his previous pension plan. In the past, we have 
treated priests who leave Chicago for another diocese in the 
same way. 

Because of 'the specific nature of this request, I have 
asked that it be placed on the agenda of the next PRMAA 
meeting in September. The Board will make its recommendation 
and I will convey that to you at the earliest opportunity. 
After talking with Fr. Pat Pollard, I am almost certain that 
the PRMAA board will follow our usual custom. 

In the meantime, I hope you had a good vacation and all 
has gone well. Take care. 

Fraternally yours, 

Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Vicar for Priests 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo 
To: 
From: 
Date: 
Re: 

PRMAA 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
6/7/93 
Rev. Leonard Bogdan 

Fr. Leonard Bogdan would like to be incardinated into the 
diocese of Kalamazoo, Michigan. There is some question about 
his retirement. He went to help out in the Chancery Office 
there in 1988 and has been there for these last five years. 
During that time the diocese of Kalamazoo has paid 
approximately $500 to $600 per month into our retirement fund 
for Bogdan. They would like to know what kind of a pension 
they might expect from the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

Fr. Pollard was out of town and I spoke to Andy Pollard about 
this matter. He felt that it should be brought up to the 
PRMAA Board since it is a rather unique request. I would ask 

·you therefore to put it on the agenda for our next meeting 
since Bogdan will soon be seeking a response. 

After conversation with Fr. Pollard as of 6/7/93, I will 
inform Bogdan of our usual policy, that there is no carryover 
from our pension plan since it is not a vested plan. If he 
decides to incardinate in Kalamazoo, that diocese will be 
expected to pick up his entire pension, just as we pick up 
the pension of a man who incardinates with us. 
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DIOCESE OF KALAMAZOO 
OFFICE OF THE MARRIAGE TRIBUNAL 

P.O. BOX 949 
KALAMAZOO, Ml 49005 

616-349-7974 or 349-8714 
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DIOCESE OF KALAMAZOO 

Office of the Marriage Tribunal 
215 North Westnedge Avenue 

616-349-7974 

Reverend Patrick J. O'Malley 
Vicar for Priests 

P.O. BOX 949 

KALAMAZOO, Ml 49005 

June 17, 1993 

645 North Michigan Avenue (Suite 543) 
Chicago IL 60611 

Dear Pat, 

The final amount fo~ full funding of the Kalamazoo Priests' Pension Plan 
on my behalf is $60,500.00 (September, 1993). I just received the final figure 
from the Michigan Catholic Conference office. 

I recognize the obsevations you made in your last letter regarding the 
custom of the Archdiocese of Chicago relative to men incardinating or excardinating 
and their status with said pension plan. However, the reason for the contrary 
custom in Kalamazoo is based on several factors. 

First of all, the funding for the Kalamazoo plan is only about 75% at the 
present time. The median age of the non-retired, active priests (43 total) in this 
Diocese is 57. Priests are able to request retirement at age 65 without a 
reduction in benefits (with an increase to age 70). Twelve priests are currently 
receiving benefits from the Kalamazoo plan. Since the Diocese is less than 25 
years old along with a small number of diocesan clergy in its ranks, Bishoplllllllll 
has to take into account many factors in fulfilling his stewardship responsibilities. 
Perhaps, this will shed some light on the reasons for the request. 

I await the decision of the Retirement Board of the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

Fraternally yours, 

Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan 
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His Eminence 
Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
1555 North State Parkway 
Chicago, IL 60610 

Your Eminence: 

2131 Aberdeen Drive 
Kalamazoo, MI 49008 
July 7, 1993 

After months of continual prayer, serious contemplation, and professional 
consultation, I have reached an important decision in my life. It deals with my 
firm desire to inca,rdinate into the local Church of Kalamazoo. Recently, I spoke 
with Bishop I regarding this decision. He indicated that he has no objections 
in this matter and is willing to accept me as an incardinated priest of the Diocese 
of Kalamazoo. 

The principal reasons for my decision are reflected in the norm of canon 270. 
There is an urgent need for priests in this Diocese. I have the professional ability 
to meet various diocesan needs, especially in areas of ecclesiastical law and related 
disciplines (e.g., matters liturgical). Therefore, I believe that this Diocese can 
benefit from my God-given talents. 

Secondly, as I have stated to you on more than one occasion, my psychological 
health and equilibrium have never been better since my arrival here five years ago. 
Undoubtedly, God's pcovidence has played an important role in this matter. Perhaps, 
the stress of Chicago urban living has had a great deal to do with this, coupled 
with my continued exposure to some superiors with alcoholic weaknesses. Nonetheless, 
the factors which had caused me my psychological pain and spiritual unrest are no 
longer operative in my life. I truly fear a return of past frustrations should it 
become necessary for me to reassume some day priestly ministry in any form within the 
Archdiocese of Chicago. 

I did speak with Father Bill O'Malley about the matter of excardination 
several weeks ago. He saw no difficulty with this request. However, from a personal 
point of view there is one issue that still remains unresolved, namely, my pension 
benefits upon reaching a qualified retirement age. Hopefully, this matter can be 
amicably and justly resolved in accord with the spirit and norm of canon 269, 1°. 
Father O'Malley is aware of the specifics in this matter. Therefore, I eagerly 
await your decision regarding this request for excardination. 

Thanking you in advance for your consideration of this matter, I remain 

Respectfully yours, 

. (;t; __ u~~~H~e '< - rl3-7~vvt) 
Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan 

c: Bishop 
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MEMO from 

CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

To: J?j. p_~ Date: _7""+(..;....;1~ _ /i'17.....__ I -q_:. 

Remarks: 
fi/.e_ ~--&-~----

FATHER THOMAS J. PAPROCKI 
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Priests' Retirement and Mutual Aid Association 
of the Archdiocese of Chicago 

TO: Rev. Patrick O'Malley 

1400 South Wolf Road 
Hillside, Illinois 6o1 62 

708-449-6100 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

Rev. Patrick P~ 

July 26, 1993 

Rev. Leonard A. Bogdan 

I was perplexed by your call on July 23, 1993, about a letter that Len Bogdan sent to 
Cardinal Bernardin dated July 7th in which he proposed excardination. 

I had received yourmemo (June 7, 1993) recapping Len's intention to excardinate from 
Chicago and incardinate in the Diocese of KALAMAZOO. On June 8th we Sf>Oke and 
I restated the limits of our pension plan. 

Our pension plan makes no provision for portability. Therefore, Len would lose all 
pension benefits from Chicago upon incardination into the Diocese of Kalamazoo. 

On July 12, 1993, I spoke directly with Len in Kalamazoo. We had a good 
conversation. He told me he had sent a Jetter. I believed it was a fishing expedition! 

My interpretation of our telephone conversation is the fol1owing: 

A. Len does want to continue to work for the Diocese of Kalamazoo. I 
explained my concern about our pension contract provision and my 
concern that he not walk away from this pension benefit. 

B. I suggested that the Cardinal would not thwart his ministry intention. And 
would most likely keep extending his stay or even come close to making it 
a permanent assignment. 

C. I explained to Len that we have other priests from Chicago practically on 
permanent assignment in other Dioceses. Thus, they maintain their 

Chicago link and at retirement will be eligible for full benefits. 
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Page2 
Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
July 26, 1993 

D. Len seemed reticent; he sounded afraid of what might happen after Cardinal 
Bernardin's tenure. I told him I thought his fears were unfounded. But he 
insisted. 

E. Len then asked me about taking early retirement at age 60. I told him that 
that was a possibility. He was most likely figuring that he would ask for 
early retirement from Chicago at age 60 at $450 per month, then continue 
to work for the Diocese of Kalamazoo (after incardination) where they 
would promise a pension of $650 per month at retirement age. Thus, he 
would eventually gain the entitlement equal to our current monthly full 
pension. 

We, the PRMAA Board, have been studying the question of changing our pension plan 
contract to allow for portability for the past two years. The costs and benefits at this 
time to provide portability are not prudent or practical. Thus, we have continued the 
plan as is. 

May I recommend that you ask the Cardinal to restate to Len his intention to allow him 
to continue to minister in the Diocese of Kalamazoo for as long as he wishes. May I 
also suggest that if the Cardinal wishes he may want to refer Len's letter to the 
PRMAA Board for consideration and a response directly to Len. 

I hope this proves helpful! 

Keep enjoying summer! 

PJP:jl 
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. . 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo 
To: 
From: 
Date: 
Re: 

Cardinal Bernardin , 
Rev. Patrick 0 1Ma11eyr 
7/30/93 
Rev. Leonard Bogdan 

At a recent meeting on Wednesday, July 28, I mentioned to you 
Fr. Bogdan's request for excardination from Chicago and 
incardination into the diocese of Kalamazoo. Since Kalamazoo 
is a relatively newly formed, diocese their pension plan is 
only 75% funded at this time. Bogdan is 60 years old and, as 
you know, will require special monitoring if and when he 
returns to Chicago. 

On 7/28/93, you agreed that we could let him go as long as we 
know that the Bishop and authorities in Kalamazoo are fully 
informed (as they already are at this time) as to Len's 
difficulties. The diocese of Kalamazoo then assumes full 
responsibility for Bogdan and his behavior. 

When I checked Bogdan's request regarding the pension, I 
found that the amount of money he would need to fully update 
his funding in the pension fund at Kalamazoo is $60,500.00. 
In the letter in which Bogdan gave me this information, he 
added a note saying that there might be some negotiation as 
to the amount if we would consider the merits of the request. 
My suggestion is that you authorize me to go ahead and 
negotiate with him and to put a cap on what we would give of 
somewhere between 45 and 50 thousand dollars. 

The request for this money would not be processed through the 
PRMAA since this goes contrary to their operating procedures. 
Whatever amount we would agree to pay, and I would check that 
with you before any final OK was given, would come from the 
Pastoral Center. It could be attributed to the Fitness 
Review Administrator's budget as a severance package. 

In our telephone conversation of 7/30, you did give me 
permission to go ahead. 

AOC 007152 



Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

August 3, 1993 

Rev. Leonard Bogdan 
2131 Aberdeen Drive 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49008 

Dear Len, 

The Cardinal has received your request for excardination 
and is certainly willing to consider such a move. After I 
explained the difficulty arising around the pension, the 
Cardinal asked me to handle this matter. 

While the Archdiocese has never made a lump sum payment 
to another diocese for a priest's pension, the Cardinal does 
understand the reason for your request. 

You had asked for a lump sum of $60,500. I'm sure you 
understand the straitened financial circumstances in which 
our Archdiocese presently finds itself. You also mentioned, 
with a note attached to your previous letter, that possibly 
some negotiations could take place about the sum. The 
archdiocese at this time is willing to consider a gift 
payment to the diocesan retirement fund of $45,000. The 
payment would not be coming from the Pension Fund or the 
PRMAA but from the Archdiocese as a gift from the Cardinal. 

At your earliest convenience, please advise me as to how 
to proceed in this matter. 

Fraternally yours, 

Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Vicar for Priests 
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Office of the Archbishop 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Dear Bishop -

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

August 4, 1993 

Post Office Bo~ 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan has written to me requesting excardination from 
the Archdiocese of Chicago for the purpose of incardination into the Diocese of 
Kalamazoo. In his letter, Father Bogdan said that he has spoken with you about 
this, that you have no objections in this matter, and that you are willing to 
accept him as an incardinated priest of the Diocese of Kalamazoo. Therefore, in 
accord with canon 267,§1, I am providing this letter of excardination, granting 
Father Bogdan's request for excardination from the Archdiocese of Chicago, in 
order to incardinate into the Diocese of Kalamazoo. 

As you have already been informed, Father Bogdan has been ministering under 
certain restrictions. In particular, he is not to be fn any parochial ministry 
or in any ministry which involves contact with minor children. In addition, he 
is not to be alone in the presence of a minor under the age of eighteen years 
without another adult present. These restrictions were imposed after being 
recommended by the Special Commission on Clerical Sexual Misconduct with Minors 
in June, 1992. Although I know you are aware of the situation, I feel that I 
must officially remind you of these restrictions and the circumstances which 
prompted them so that there would be no question that you were fully informed 
prior to consenting to his incardination. It is my strong recommendation that 
these restrictions continue. 

Since Father Bogdan has now been working for you for some time in your 
Tribunal, I trust that you are satisfied with his ministry. I am grateful for 
your assistance and cooperation in this matter, and I trust that Father Bogdan's 
future ministry will be mutually beneficial for him personally and for the 
Diocese of Kalamazoo 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Given at the Chancery 

~7·~· 
Chancellor 

Bishop of Kalamazoo 
2131 Aberdeen Drive 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49008 

~n~~~ly yours in Christ, 

~sho~~' 

be: Reverend Patrick J. O'Malley, Vicar for Priests 

JLB:TJP/cfb 
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Office of the Archbishop 

August 4, 1993 

Dear Father Bogdan: 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

CONFIDENTIAL 

I am writing in response to your letter of July 7, 1993, requesting 
excardination from the Archdiocese of Chicago, in order to incardinate into the 
Diocese of Kalamazoo. In light of the reasons explained in your letter, I am 
willing to grant your request. In doing so, however, please know that I must 
officially remind Bishop of the restrictions we had placed on your 
ministry and the circumstances which prompted them. Since Bishop has 
already been informed of the situation, I trust that this official reminder will 
not change his willingness to accept you as an incardinated priest into the 
Diocese of Kalamazoo, as you indicated in your letter. I will be writing to him 
accordingly. 

Len, I am grateful for the many years of ministry you provided to this 
local Church. I pray that your years ahead will bring you happiness and peace. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan 
2131 Aberdeen Drive 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49008 

~~c~el~~ W~: 
U':r'1bi..shop of ficago -r• 

cc: Bishop of Kalamazoo 

JLB:TJP/cfb 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Archbishop 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Father Patrick O'Malley 

From: cardinal Bernardin,,rZ.Jf 
'f/, . 

Date: August 5, 1993 

Re: Fr. Leonard Bogdan 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago. Illinois 60690 

In response to your memo of July 30, 1993, I am confirming in 
writing that you have my authorization to negotiate with the Diocese 
of Kalamazoo regarding Len Bogdan's pension. 
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DIOCESE OF KALAMAZOO 
MARRIAGE TRIBUNAL 

(616) 349-7974 or 349-8714 

P.O. Box 949 • Kalamazoo, Ml • 49005-0949 215 N. Westnedge • Kalamazoo, Ml 49007 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
Vicar for Priests 

August 9, 1993 

645 North Michigan Avenue, Suite 543 
Chicago IL 60611 

Dear Pat: 

I received your correspondence of August 3 last Friday. Thank you for your assistance 
in this matter. The gift payment of $45,000.00 is most generous and is greatly appre
ciated. 

I spoke with Bishop about the matter. I also gave him a copy of your letter. 
He or I will be in touch with you in the near future regarding this matter. 

Presently, Bishopllllllllmust entertain a PLACET/NON PLACET vote of the entire diocesan 
presbyterate before moving to incardination. Once all is in order, you will be notified 
as to the matter of the generous gift. 

Thanking you again for your kind consideration of this matter, I am 

Fraternally yours, 

Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan 

c: Bishop 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

Your Eminence, 

I wish to acknowledge receipt of and to thank 
you for your letter of August 4, 1993, concerning the Reverend 
Leonard A. Bogdan. Let me assure Your Eminence that Father 
Bogdan took the initiative with me to seek incardination in 
the Diocese of Kalamazoo. My response was that I would be 
willing to consider him for incardination if, and only if, you 
were willing to grant him excardination. 

Thank you for your letter of excardination in 
accord with Canon 267, 1. 

According to the praxis we have followed in past 
cases of excardination/incardination, I will be canvassing the 
incardinated priests of the Diocese of Kalamazoo for their 
"placet" or "non·placet" with reference to the incardination of 
Father Bogdan. After that I will make the final judgment as to 
incardination and inform you of that decision. 

In accord with Canon 269, 2, may I ask you for 
the appropriate testimonials concerning Father Bogdan's life, 
morals, and studies. In addition, because of the special cir
cumstances surrounding Father Bogdan, may I ask th~t I may per
sonally examine the files and the secret archives pertaining to 
,:ather Bogdan; if you are agreeable to this, I will be happy to 
come to Chicago to meet with the appropriate person you may wish 
to delegate for this examination of files. 

I have noted very carefully all the comments etc. 
made in the second paragraph of your letter of Augu~t 4, 1993, 
addressed to me. Thank you for your clarity. 

As I wrote to you in~recent months, the ministry 
of Father Bogdan in the Diocese of Kalamazoo has been most 
satisfactory. I am convinced that eventual incardinatiori into 
the Diocese of Kalamazoo will be beneficial to this Diotese and 
to Father Bogdan personally. 

Father Bogdan has share with me a copy of a letter 
he received from Father O'Malley, Vicar for Priests, in which 
your great generosity and kindness are manifested with regard to 
Father Len's retirement. With him, I am deeply grateful for this 
thoughtful consideration. 
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With kindest personal regards and prayerful 
good wishes and with an assurance of prayer for you in your 
important ministry in Chicago, in the United States, and in 
the Universal Church, I am 

cc: The Rev. Patrick O"Malley 

His Eminence 
Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
Archbi~hop ~f Chicago 
Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Gratefully yours in Christ, 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF MISCONDUCT POLICIES 

)<: I acknowledge that I have read and am familiar with the Archdiocesan 
policies and procedures regarding sexual misconduct with minors, adopted 
September 21, 1992. 

Please send me a copy of these policies and procedures. 
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I ) J 215 N. Westnedge Ave. P.O. Box 949 
THE DIOCESE OF KALAMAZOO/ Kalamazoo,M/49005(616)349-8714 

October 20, 1993 

Your Eminence, 

On August 10, 1993, I wrote to you in response to your 
letter of August 4, 1993, concerning Father Leonard Bogdan. 
Since I have had no response, my presumption is that my letter 
was lost in the mail. Therefore, I enclose herewith a copy of 
my August letter to you. It is my hope that we might be able to 
settle the excardination/incardination matter with reference to 
Father Bogdan as soon as reasonably possible. 

With kindest personal regards and prayerful good wishes, I 
am 

His Eminence 
Joseph cardinal Bernardin 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Cordially yours in Christ, 

Bishop of Kalamazoo 

copy 
c: The Reverend Patrick O'Malley 

of an orig;nal d 
OFFICE OF THEent from the files of 

ARCttgf ~~!.~i~~E!~Jk~iR 
DONorcopy · 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo 
To: 
From: 
Date: 
Re: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Rev. Thomas Paprocki ~ 
Rev. Patrick O'Malley ,: .... •·-W'· 
10/23/93 ~J 
Leonard Bogdan J 

This is~reminder that a letter needs to go out to 
Bishop~ As I recall from our last conversation, you 
and I thought we should go over Bodgan's files beforehand, so 
keep that in mind when you set a date for the Bishop to come 
to look over those files. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Of . . COPY 
oFF1C~'"oaFI dTocHument from the files Of 

E CHANCELLOR 
ARCHD!qCESE OF CHICAGO 

This is a red ink stamp! 
DO NOT Copy 
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Office of the Archbishop 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Dear Bishop ~: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

October 26, 1993 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Please excuse the delay in responding to your letter of August 10, 1993, 
but there was some confusion here about handling the follow-up to your 
correspondence. As a result, I am grateful for your letter of October 20 
reminding me of this matter. 

In response to your request, asking that you may personally examine the 
files and the secret archives pertaining to Father Leonard Bogdan, I am certainly 
agreeable to this. These files are basically in two places: the Office of the 
Chancellor and the Office of the Vicar for Priests. 

The Chancellor is Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki. His office is located here 
at the Archdiocesan Pastoral Center on the 4th Floor at 155 E. Superior Street. 
His telephone number is (312) 751-8220. The Vicar for Priests is Reverend Patrick 
J. O'Malley. His office is located two blocks south of the Pastoral Center at 
645 N. Michigan Ave, Suite 543. His telephone number is (312) 642-1837. I am 
sure that Father Paprocki and Father O'Malley would be willing to meet jointly 
with you at either location, or separately at both locations, whichever you 
prefer. 

I am pleased that you are convinced that eventual incardination into the 
Diocese of Kalamazoo will be beneficial to your Diocese and to Father Bogdan 
personally. Thank you for your personal interest in this matter and your pastoral 
solicitude on behalf of Father Bogdan. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Bishop of Kalamazoo 
215 N. Westnedge Ave. 
P.O. Box 949 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49005 

z:ly&:;n~ 

u:~c~hop of Chicago 

cc: Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 
Reverend Patrick J. O'Malley, Vicar for Priests 

TJP/cfb 
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RELEASE OF INFORMATION 

I hereb~nt to the CHANCELLOR of the Archdiocese of Chicago to allow 
BISHOPlllllllllllllllthe right to inspect the secret archives of the Archdiocese of Chicago 
relative to my personal file in the possession of the Chancellor. 

I give this consent freely in accord with the norm of law. 

November 1, 1993 

SEAL~{R-~~ 
Reverend Leonard A. BOg i1 
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215 North Westnedgc Avenue 

616·349·7974 

Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan 
2131 Aberdeen Drive 
Kalamazoo MI 49008 

Dear Father Bogdan: 

DIOCESE OF KALAMAZOO 

1'.0. BOX 949 

K/\L/\1\1/\ZOO. Ml 49005 

November 1, 1993 

I am aware of the fact that four months will have elapsed as of November 8 
since you formally manifested your desire to me to seek excardination from the 
Archdiocese of Chicago and incardination into the Diocese of Kalamazoo. 

Before I finalize the process of incardination on your behalf, I still 
hope to clarify some issues with Cardinal Bernardin relative to your personal file 
withi.n the secret archives of the Archdiocese. Hopefully, the delay will not be 
lengthy. 

Consequently, for Lhe present I must delay any further action for your 
incardination into the Diocese of Kalamazoo. I will inform you when I believe that 
it is feasible to finalize the matter on your behalf. In essence, I am temporarily 
refusing your request. 

ofan . . COPY 
OFFlc'eg'"oa' document from the files of 

F THE CHANCELLOR 
ARCHD~qCESE OF CHICAGO 

This is a red ink stamp• 
DONOTcopy . 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

To: 

From: 

Date: 

Re: 

MEMORANDUM . 

File 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki -,rf 
Chancellor 

November 5, 1993 

REVEREND LEONARD A. BOGDAN 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

On November 5, 1993, I met with Bishop , Bishop of 
Kalamazoo, at the Office of the Vicar for Priests. At this meeting, Bishop 
....... reviewed the files regarding Father Bogdan in the Vicar for Priests' 
Office. Bishop and I also reviewed Father Bogdan' s files from the 
Chancery. 

ot . . COPY 
OFFl°c"eg'"oal document from the tiles ot 

F THE CHANCELLOR 
ARCHD!qCESE OF CHICAGO 

This is a red i"nk t s amp• 
DONOTCQpy . 
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'\:· ;: November 30, 1993 
The Feast of st. Andrew, the Apostle 

I, the Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan, having received a duly 

authorized document of excardination from the Archdiocese of 

Chicago, hereby declare under sacred oath that I wish to enter 

permanently the service of the Diocese of Kalamazoo. I do this 

freely and of my own accord with full realization of all the 

duties and responsibilities connected and fully aware of the 

effects indicated in the sacred Canons. 

I call upon God to be my witness that I do promise 

obedience and reverence to the Most Reverend 

Bishop of Kalamazoo, and to his successors. 

so help me God and these His Holy Gospels which I touch 

with my hand. 

Notary pro hoc 

cc: His Eminence, Joseph cardinal Bernardin 
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\ / 215 N. Weslnedge Ave. P.O. Box 949 
THE DIOCESE OF KALAMAZOO; Kalamazoo,M/49005(616)349-8714 

PAUL VINCENT 
By the grace of God and favor 

of the Apostolic See 
BISHOP OF KALAMAZOO 

To our Beloved Son in Christ, LEONARD A. BOGDAN, 

Greetings in the Lord, 

Having considered the needs of our Diocese, observing the 

requirements specified by Canon Law concerning the "titulus" of 

your ordination, having established by a duly authorized 

document your excardinatioh from the Archdiocese of Chicago, and 

having your declaration under oath prescribed by the Canons, 

made in our presence, that you wish to permanently enter the 

service of the Diocese of Kalamazoo, we comply with your wish 

and by this document incardinate you perpetually and absolutely 

and declare you to be so incardinated for the service of the 

Diocese of Kalamazoo. 

In the Name of the Father and of the son and of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen. 

Given at Kalamazoo, Michigan, under our signature and seal and 

the signature of our Notary pro hoc this thirtieth day of 

November, 1993. 

Notary pro hoc 

cc: His Eminence, Joseph cardinal Bernardin, 
Archbishop of Chicago 
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November 30, 1993 
The Feast of St. Andrew, the Apostle 

I, the Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan, having received a duly 

authorized document of excardination from the Archdiocese of 

Chicago, hereby declare under Sacred oath that I wish to enter 

permanently the service of the Diocese of Kalamazoo. I do this 

freely and of my own accord with full realization of all the 

duties and responsibilities connected and fully aware of the 

effects indicated in the Sacred canons. 

I call upon God to be my witness that I do promise 

obedience and reverence to the Most Reverend 

Bishop of Kalamazoo, and to his successors. 

so help me God and these His Holy Gospels which I touch 

with my hand. 

cc: His Eminence, Joseph cardinal Bernardin 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo 
To: 
From: 
Date: 
Re: 

Cardinal Bernardin 
Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
12/1/93 
Rev. Leonard Bogdan 

On 11/30/93 I received a phone call from Fr. Len Bogdan now 
living in Kalamazoo. He left a message on my tape. The 
message said that he had been incardinated into the Diocese 
of Kalamazoo that very evening, 11/30/93. Fr. Bogdan 
indicated that the necessary papers will be processed to the 
Archidocese of Chicago. He wanted me to notify the 
appropriate people within the Archdiocese. On 12/1/93 I 
notified Fr. Ken Velo about this excardination from Chicago. 

Fr. Bogdan also spoke of the request for a gift to his 
retirement fund in Grand Rapids. I had cleared this with the 
Cardinal beforehand, and we are willing to give him a $45,000 
gift towards his retirement fund within the Diocese. 

Bishop Donovan of Kalamazoo has visited our office and met 
with Fr. Paprocki to go over Fr. Bogdan's file. He had access 
to everything we had on file with Fr. Bogdan's permission. He 
also saw whatever the Chancellor has on file. He knows of the 
situation with Bogdan and is willing to assume responsibility 
for the monitoring etc. of Fr. Bogdan. 

The $45,000 may be considered a severance package. As the 
Cardinal indicated, this money should come from the Pastoral 
Center, not from the PRMAA. 

A check should be made out to the Diocese of Kalamazoo and 
sent to the Vicar for Priest off ice. We will send it on to 
the proper authorities. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

(P.S. As of 12/28/93, I have received copies of the 
appropriate papers of incardination from Fr. Bogdan which I 
presume are on file in your office. Could you have the 
$45,000 check for the Priests• Retirement Fund of the Diocese 
of Kalamazoo prepared and sent to our office?) 
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Office of the Archbishop 

ARCHDIOCE' CHICAGO 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

December 6, 1993 

Dear Len: 

Thank you very much for your letter of November 30th. I 
deeply appreciated the sentiments you expressed regarding this 
difficult ordeal. I am confident that in the end the truth will 
prevail, but having the support of so many like yourself helps me 
greatly during these difficult days. 

I was pleased to hear about your ceremony of incardination 
and want to offer my best wishes to you at this time of transition. 
May the Lord be with you in a special way as you continue to 
minister and care for His people. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

~~.·~ 
~~hop of Chlc~go 

Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan 
The Cathedral of Saint Augustine 
2131 Aberdeen 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49008 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILUNOIS 60611 

Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo 
To: 
From: 
Date: 
Re: 

Rev. Kenneth Velo 
Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
12/21/93 
Rev. Leonard Bogdan 

Len Bogdan called me sometime back saying that he had been 
incardinated into the diocese of Kalamazoo, Michigan. I have 
not received any official letters to that effect. I wondered 
if your office had. Copies of those official documents ought 
to be part of Fr. Bogdan's file in the VP office. I would 
appreciate it if you could track down any such correspondence 
and FAX me or send me copies. Thank you very much for your 
attention to this matter. 
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CONflDfNTW. 

Reverend Patrick J. O'Malley, Vicar 
Office of the Vicar for Priests 
645 North Michigan Avenue 
Chicago IL 60611 

Dear Pat: 

2131 Aberdeen Drive 
Kalamazoo MI 49008 
December 23, 1993 

Since I am not certain what internal procedures will take place upon official 
notification of my recent incardination into the Diocese of Kalamazoo, I want 
to clarify some personal issues with you in this regard. 

First of all, I want to rer.iain on the archdiocesan mailing list for the 
notification of the death of the Chicago clergy. I believe a separate listing 
is maintained at Mission Press for this purpose. Perhaps, you could arrange 
that I remain on this mailing list, or inform me of whom I should notify in this 
regard. 

In addition, I want to remain on the mailing list of the Archdiocesan Liturgy 
Office. Do I have to ma~e a direct contact to assure that this will happen? 

However, I do Nm' see any need to remain on other mailing lists unless there 
is a contrary custom in the Arci1diocese. Would you kindly L.1form me of this 
if applicable. 

You did ask me in previous correspondence when you should arrange for the 
issuance of the $45,000.00 check (as a retirement benefit), a gift of Cardinal 
Bernardin. I believe now would be the opportune time. It should be made out to 
the Diocese of Kalamazoo (Priests' Retirement Fund). I may be mailed to the 
above address in care of Bishop Paul Donovan. 

I have enclosed a copy of my incardination documents for your records at 
the Office of the Vicar for Priests. Bishop has accepted the restrictions 
communicated to him. They will remain in force. 

Up to now I have used my OFFICE mailing address for cormnunications from the 
Archdiocese of 'Chicago. Since the office address will undergo a change as of 
1/2/94 (for mailing purposes), please note that the mailing address I will now 
maintain will be: 

2131 Aberdeen Drive 
Kalamazoo MI 49008 

Please inform any agency of this fact. 

Thanking you in advance for your past assistance and your consideration of 
these matters, I am 

Fraternally yours, 

Reverend Leonard A. Bogdan 

encl. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILUNOIS 60611 

December 28, 1993 

Rev. Leonard Bogdan 
2131 Aberdeen Drive 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49008 

Dear Len, 

I received your letter of December 23. Congratulations 
and I hope that your incardination into the diocese of 
Kalamazoo will be fruitful both for yourself and for the 
diocese. John and I and Tom Paprocki met Bishop when 
he was in and he seemed like a very fine gentleman. 

I checked with Tom Paprocki about mailings and this is 
the information he was able to provide. The Archdiocese has 
no official connection with the Mission Press so you would 
have to contact the Mission Press directly if you wish to be 
kept on their mailing list. I do not know if there is any 
kind of charge for that. As far as the Archdiocesan Liturgy 
Office goes, again, you would have to make that contact 
personally to stay on their mailing list. 

As you indicated, there is no need to keep you on the 
mailing list for the archdiocese. Tom said that your name 
and address will be deleted, but he did file your new address 
on Aberdeen Drive for his own records. 

I have been in contact with the Cardinal and have 
alerted him to the need to have the check for the Priests' 
Retirement Fund as soon as feasible. I am sending him 
another memo to that effect. As soon as I receive that check 
I will remit it to you_ 

Again, I wish you well in Kalamazoo. If I can be of any 
help in the future, don't hesitate to call. Hope you had a 
great Christmas season and that the New Year will be 
wonderful for you. 

Fraternally yours, 

Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Vicar for Priests 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILUNOIS 60611 

From: Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Date: 12 / 28 /93 
Re: Rev. Leonard Bogdan 

I have received the information from Fr. Bogdan concerning 
his excardination from the Archdiocese of Chicago and his 
incardination into the diocese of Kalamazoo. I have placed 
copies of these official papers in his file. I will now look 
for that check from the Archdiocese for $45,000 to be paid to 
the Priests' Retirement Fund of Kalamazoo. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Dear Len, 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

12/31/93 

Enclosed with this letter is the Archdiocesan gift to 
your retirement fund as approved by the Cardinal. I want to 
wish you well in your new relationship with the Diocese of 
Kalamazoo. I know you will continue to do good work in what, 
I know you will find, a supportive and hopeful atmosphere. 

Two years ago, you were staying with me at St. Mary of 
the Lake right around this time. I can't believe how fast the 
time has flown by. 

At any rate, Len, may you have a wonderful grace-filled 
New Year. I would, by the way, appreciate a note that you 
have received this check. It is large and the mails are 
notorious. Thanks. 

Fraternally yours, 

Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
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l /6/9/1. * Dear Pat, 

Your kiod letter and the check from the Cardinal arrived today. ThanK you ror your many express 10ns ot support. 1 am sure· 
that Bishop will also ackowledge this gift in a note to 
Cardinal Bernardin. I did write him in December soon after I 
became incardinated here. 

May you also have a blessed and prosperous New Year. 
The work you do on behalf of the priests in Chicago may at times 
be taxing, but I am sure that it is also very rewarding. 

Fraternally, 

~&uy~ 
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Archdiocese of Chicago Priest Vitae Card 

Leonard Adolph Bogdan Born: •••• Ordained: 05/03/1960 Died: Ethnicity: Polish 

Assignment Position Begin Date End Date 

St. Camillus Parish (Lockwood Ave.) Assistant Pastor 07/06/1960 05/01/1966 

St. Isidore the Fanner Parish (Blue Island} Assistant Pastor 05/01/1966 06/15/1970 

Tribunal Staff 03/28/1968 09/04/1974 

St. Symphorosa Parish (Austin Ave.) Associate Pastor 06/15/1970 09/04/1974 

North American College (Rome, Italy} Student 09/04/1974 11/23/1976 

Tribunal Staff 11/23/1976 06/10/1977 

St. Symphorosa Parish (Austin Ave.) Associate Pastor 12/01/1976 01/01/1988 

Tribunal Judge 06/08/1977 01/01/1988 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish (Honore St.) Administrator 08/18/1979 01/01/1983 

Sabbatical 01/01/1988 06/30/1988 

Resigned 01/24/1994 

Extraordinary 
Appointments: 

Note: lncardinated into the Diocese of Kalamazoo in 1994, alter having worked within that diocese since 
6/30/1988 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor Post Office !lox 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

To: 

From: 

Date: 

Re: 

MEMORANDUM 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

Reverend Donald J. Ahearn, Chairman, Priests' Retirement & Mutual 
Aid Association 

Reverend Patrick J. Pollard, Director of Health Care Services at 
the PRMAA 

Reverend Patrick J. O'Malley, Vicar.for Priests 
,__Reverend Kenneth Velo, Executive Assistant to the Cardinal 

Reverend Edward R. Fialkowski, Executive Secretary, Priests' 
Placement Board 

Mr. Michael J. Dolan, Manager, Property & Insurance 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor~ 

January 24, 1994 

Excardination of REVEREND LEONARD A. BOGDAN 

Father Leonard A. Bogdan, ordained for the Glass of 5/3/60, has been 
incardinated into the Diocese of Kalamazoo, Michigan by Bishop 
following Cardinal Bernardin' s approval of his excardination from the Archdiocese 
of Chicago. 

As a result, Father Bogdan should be deleted from the Archdiocesan 
Directory, all mailing lists, and benefits. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter . 

. ' 

Ken: Do you think this should be 
World? 

TJP/cfb 

published in the official section of The New 

COPY 
of an original document from the files of 
OFFICE OF THE CHANCELLOR 
ARCHD~~CESE OF CHICAGO 

This ts a red ink stamp! 
DO NOT COPY 
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October 31, 1994 

Dear Tom, 

Circa 11/14 I will be sending to you by certified mail some very confidential 
material. The reason I am delaying sending it immediately is the fact that I want 
it reviewed by another professional before submitting the final version. 

Although the author of the correspondence will be myself concerning self, I 
will designate myself in the role of advocate (which is an accurate title). 

I will submit this special correspondence to the Chancery address in an 
inner sealed envelope marked "for your eyes only". I presume that your secretary 
will honor the confidentiality of the correspondence since the outer envelope 
will be designated as personal & confidential. 

If you judge that I shou~other address (other than the Chancery), 
please leave a message for me 111111111111111 

The contents will be self-evident. 

Sincerely, 
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Tom, 

Dioce'se of Kalamazoo 
Diocesan Tribunal· • 
215 N. Westnedge 
Kalamazoo, MI 49007-3760 

Enclosed is the summary submitted by the priest 
in my role as ADVOCATE. 
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TO: Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, JCD, JD 
CHANCELLOR 
Canonical Advisor to the Cardinal 

DATE: November 1, 1994 

At the continual urging of my counselor, I have finally decided to submit this 
correspondence in the hope to obtain a juridical clarification of the basis on which 
certain ecclesiastical restrictions have been urged to be placed upon me. 

Since you notarized the letter dealing with -- --- and are aware of the restric
tions urged therein, and in view of your canonical expertise, I am directing this 
correspondence to you as a representative of Cardinal Bernardin with whom you may wish 
to share the contents (if you deem it appropriate). In addition, I give my consent 
to you to obtain from Cardinal Bernardin all information to which he has been made 
privy during the course of the investigation concerning myself especially since the 
fall of 1991 . 

I wish to make it clear from the very beginning that this request for clarification 
is not being made in any contentious manner. For I am most grateful to Cardinal Bernardin 
for every kindness, act of generosity, ongoing sensitivity, and genuine pastoral 
concern which he has always extended to me. However, the cloud of doubt as to my 
personal character and clerical suitability still hovers over me. The rights accorded 
to me in virtue of canon 220 have been restricted in the external forum (though in a 
discreet manner). 

In particular, I wish to address the issues of supervision and restricted movement 
which seem to run counter to both ecclesiastical and civil law. Moreover, their 
imposition was made without all the formalities of due process. Unfortunately, whatever 
the motive there still remains an apparent violation of the axiom of law, ~malus 
praesumitur nisi probetur, which in effect has made me forever suspect. Especially 
in view of civil litigation processes, I can understand the motives which obviously 
prompted such restrictions. However, there does remain right to privacy and a good name 
which has been compromised (c. 220). My question is whether this compromise has been in 
accord with ecclesiastical norms. This is the basic doubt which keeps coming to mind 
and which I hope to resolve from your clarifications herein requested. Nemo suus iudex 
is a further issue at hand. ~~~~~~-

Having stated the above, I hope to confine the remainder of this correspondence to 
certain technical issues, which I ask you to address from a canonical perspective. It 
is my hope that at the least there will be a mitigation of what appears to be, namely, 
presumed guilt and moral turpitude, which in turn calls into question my clerical 
suitability. 

I wish to prescind from the restriction on the type of assignment since I well 
realize that a cleric has no right to any assignment (c. 274-§2). Moreover, I am 
content with my type of assignment. From an external perspective, do not positive 
restrictions further reinforce the presumption of guilt? There remains the rub! 

On the basis of prior consultation, the other restrictions also urged to all 
appearances represent individual precepts, penal in nature, namely, those which impose 
vigilance and restricted association. They seem to come under the scope of penal 
remedies (c. 1339). The former law made praeceptum and vigilantia explicit penal 
rememdies (CIC '17/c. 2307). However, they were eliminated in the 1983 Code. 
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p. 2 

Since rebuke would apply only when there is proven scandal or seriously 
disturbing behavior with an external disruption within the ecclesial community, it 
would not apply to my situation. 

Warning could be construed as applicable if grave susp1c1on were present. 
The scope of a warning (in the strict sense) would not encompass a precept as such 
as applicable here. 

The impediment envisioned by canon 1044-§2,2 has never been declared applicable 
to me. Therefore, the issues under consideration would also not apply in this case. 

Most important, the norms governing the imposition of a penal remedy or other 
penal action (if in fact applicable) requires first of all that the statute of limi
tations be scrupulously observed (cc. 1363-§2; 1362-§1,2). 
This did not occur in my case since the individual precept given in January, 1992 with 
the proper fomalities of law (cc. 51 and 55), and which did not occur prior to that 
time, was issued almost nine years since the original allegation (April, 1983). 

In addition, it could be reasonably argued that only a three (vs. five) year 
statute of limitations is applicable since the allegation dealt with a minor past 16. 

In a non-contentious spirit I observed similar precautionary measures after 
October, 1986 to avoid litigious action with the Vicar for Priests. Furthermore, 
there was a subsequent verbal revocation in 1988 of the previous precautionary 
measures (similar to the current precepts under dispute). In any event, the required 
formalities of law (cc. 37, 51, and 55) for the external forum were never observed 
and would therefore have no juridical effect in 1986. Moreover, if the three year statute 
is also to be considered, there is further reason to challenge the juridical process 
that was observed. 

If the norms of canon 1348 are invoked, whatever would have the nature of a penal 
action would likewise apply to what was previously stated. I might observe that the 
title under which is canon is found is obviously penal in nature. 

I would like to conclude with several pertinent observations. I was never given 
the right to be heard with full disclosure of the allegations and the final opinions of 
the newly formed special committee (subsequently delegated to take the role previously 
assigned to the Vicar for Priests). Being labeled with a proclivity by this committee 
based on disputable evidence and with no prior opportunity to ~ebuttal certain 

claims of a now deceased priest is hardly in accord with sound procedural law governing 
administrative action. Behavior patterns inthe late eighties and early nineties (in the 
absence of the present limitations) certainly bear claim to the absence of the 
alleged proclivity or danger to minors. 

All these things having been said, I would appreciate your observations and 
clarifications from a canonical viewpoint. 

Sincerely, 

Pater X 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

Reverend Leonard Bogdan 
Diocese of Kalamazoo 
Diocesan Tribunal 
215 N. Westnedge 
Kalamazoo, MI 49007-3760 

Dear Father Bogdan: 

DRAFT December 5, 1994 

I am writing in response to the correspondence you recently sent me 
regarding your request for a juridical clarification of the basis for the 
ecclesiastical restrictions which were recommended in the described 
circumstances. I have discussed this matter with Cardinal Bernardin and am 
responding accordingly. 

First, it should be noted that Cardinal Bernardin was only making 
recommendations in his letter of excardination to Bishop The imposition 
of restrictions would now pertain to the bishop of the new diocese of 
incardination, namely, the Bishop of Kalamazoo. 

Second, it is my understanding that these restrictions were originally 
accepted in a spirit of willing cooperation here in the Archdiocese of Chicago. 
This followed a review of the situation by the Cardinal's Special Commission 
appointed to look into these matters. Thus, the approach taken was not strictly 
a juridical process, but rather a pastoral response to deal with the situation 
administratively. This is in keeping with our usual practice of seeking to 
address the situation with the priest's voluntary cooperation, without the need 
to resort to formal juridical processes. 

As a result, many of the canonical questions asked in the letter addressed 
to me are simply not pertinent. Of course, even in an informal, pastoral 
approach handled administratively, the priest's rights to his good name and 
reputation must be protected. As far as I can tell from the information 
available to me, the rights to privacy and a good name have been carefully 
protected in this case to limit information only to those with a need to know. 

On the other hand, if a formal juridical review of this situation is 
desired, the Office of the Vicar for Priests and my office would be willing to 
provide to the new Bishop of Kalamazoo whatever information he might need to 
conduct such a review. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 
Chancellor 
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Bishop John Gorman 

Vicar for Regional Services 
Vicar General 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-8271 
Fax (312) 337-6379 

December 12, 1994 

TO: 

FROM: 

Tom, 

Rev. Thomas Paprocki 

Bishop John Gormanftf 

Your letter_to Len Bogdan is fine. I would add nothing. 

,i ,, 

I, 

" " 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Reverend Leonard Bogdan 
Tribunal, Diocese of Kalamazoo 
215 N. Westnedge 
Kalamazoo, MI 49007-3760 

Dear Father Bogdan: 

December 21, 1994 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

I am writing in response to the correspondence you recently sent me 
regarding your request for a juridical clarification of the basis for the 
ecclesiastical restrictions which were recommended in the described 
circumstances. I have discussed this matter with Cardinal Bernardin and am 
responding accordingly. 

First, it should be noted that Cardinal Bernardin was only making 
recommendations in his letter of excardination to Bishop The imposition 
of restrictions would now pertain to the bishop of the new diocese of 
incardination, namely, the Bishop of Kalamazoo. 

Second, it is my understanding that these restrictions were originally 
accepted in a spirit of willing cooperation here in the Archdiocese of Chicago. 
This followed a review of the situation by the Cardinal's Special Commission 
appointed to look into these matters for the protection of public safety. Thus, 
the approach taken was not strictly a juridical process, but rather a pastoral 
response to deal with the situation administratively. This is in keeping with 
our usual practice of seeking to address the situation with the priest's 
voluntary cooperation, without the need to resort to formal juridical processes. 

As a result, many of the canonical questions asked in the letter addressed 
to me are simply not pertinent. Of course, even in an informal, pastoral 
approach handled administratively, the priest's rights .to his good name and 
reputation must be protected. As far as I can tell from the information 
available to me, the rights to privacy and a good name have been carefully 
protected in this case to limit information only to those with a need to know. 

On the other hand, if a formal juridical review of this situation is 
desired, the Office of the Vicar for Priests and my office would be willing to 
provide to the new Bishop of Kalamazoo whatever information he might need to 
conduct such a review. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~9·~ 
Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 
Chancellor 
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January 3, 1995 

Your Eminence, 

As I seek to make sure that I, in so far as possible, have 
completed all matters pending when my resignation as diocesan 
bishop of Kalamazoo became effective on November 22, 1994, I 
reviewed some of the personnel files. In checking the personal 
file of Father Leonard A. Bogdan, it is not clear that copies of 
the official documents of incardination were forwarded to you 
and Father O'Malley, your Vicar for Priests, after the canonical 
incardination took place on November 30, 1993. Therefore, to be 
certain, I forward herewith copies of such documentation to you 
as I will to Father O'Malley. 

May I take this opportunity to express again my heartfelt 
gratitude to you for the generous contribution you made to our 
priests' retirement fund on behalf of Father Bogdan. 

Father Bogdan continues to give outstanding service to the 
Diocese of Kalamazoo as Judicial Vicar. He has lived with me 
for over two years and I presume, after conversation with Bishop 

that he will continue to live at the diocesan 
bishop's residence after January 31, 1995, when our new diocesan 
bishop is installed. 

I am pleased to tell you that Father Len seems happy and 
quite well adjusted. 

It was thoughtful of you to write to me on December 2 after 
my resignation as the first bishop of Kalamazoo was announced. 
I am grateful for your kind words and good wishes. Please keep 
me in your prayers as I enter upon a new phase of my journey, 
continuing to minister to God's people as a priest and bishop. 

With kindest personal regards and best wishes for a Happy 
New Year, I am 

His Eminence 
Joseph cardinal Bernardin 
Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Gratefully yours in Christ, 

Former Bishop of Kalamazoo 

c: The Reverend Patrick O'Malley, Vicar for Priests 
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215 N. Westnedge Ave. 

THE DIOCESE OF KALAMAZOO Kalamazoo, Ml 49007-3760 
76) 349-8774 FAX (676) 349-6440 

January 4, 1995 

Dear Tom, 

I recently received your kind letter. As I stated in my original corres
pondence, my counselor strongly advised me to contact the Archdiocese for a 
determination of the issues I brought up for ~entary. For a period of over 
one year I hesitated to do this since Bishop ~as always very understanding. 

I am now satisfied with the explanation you gave me. I don't recall ever 
having received such a clarification verbally or in writing. Perhaps, I became too 
preoccupied with the events as they began to unfold to remember all that was said. 

Please reassure Cardinal Bernardin that my inquiry was primarily academic and 
in no way contentious. I remain ever grateful to him for his kindness and understanding. 
I now judge the matter CLOSED. 

Fraternally, 

e_ ~ 
Leonard A. Bogdan 
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Phone Conversation - PFR-79 

Date: 8/16/01 Time: paged 8:45 a.m. 
From: Fr. Larry McBrady- Vicar for Priests 

To: 

Priest from another diocese 

Time: AM 

Allegation against Rev. Leonard Bogdan/St. Symphorosa 
1982-84 High School 
Appointment set for 8/20/00 at 10:30 a.m. 

Date: 8/21/01 Time: AM 
To: Fr. Larry McBrady 
Re: Leonard Bogdan - Kalamazoo 

Interview to be scheduled for allegation to be presented 

Time: AM 
To: Fr. Tom Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Re: Leonard Bogdan 

Call Len and Vicar in Kalamazoo 
Chancery file/McGovern for file - current status 

Date: 8/29/01 Time: 11:14 
From: 

As of August 31, 2001 new address/phone: 

Time: 3:41 p.m. 
From: Fr. Leonard Bogdan --

Wanted to mention something he forgot to add at meeting 

AOC 007191 



Victim Statement Abstract 

This abstract replaces the Allegation of Sexual Misconduct with a Minor and summary prepared 
by Kathleen Leggdas, Administrator for the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of Professional 
Fitness Review, of Victim KR's statement, given to Ms. Leggdas, on August 20, 2001, 
formalizing his allegation of abuse against Fr. Leonard Bogdan. According to Victim KR's 
statement, he met Bogdan in 1980, while Victim KR was in high school, and Bogdan was 
assigned to St. Symphorosa. The relationship turned sexual in 1981 and consisted of mutual oral 
sex, and Bogdan attempting anal intercourse on one occasion. Victim KR stated that he initially 
came forward with his allegation in 1984, but retracted that allegation at his mother's request. 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have a right to report accusations of child abuse to the Illinois Department of 
Children and Family Services. (The Department of Children and Family Services "hotline" 
telephone number is 1-800-252-2873). You also have a right to report such accusations to the 
State's Attorney's Office or other law enforcement agencies. (The Cook County State's 
Attorney's telephone number is (312) 443-5440; the Lake County State's Attorney's telephone 
number is (708) 360-6644). If you have any questions as to how to make such a report you 
may refer those questions to the Department of Children and Family Services or the State's 
Attorney's Office. 

****************** 

I have read and understood the above notice. A representative of the Archdiocese has 
given me a copy of the Department of Children and Family Services brochure describing the 
child abuse reporting laws. The representative of the Archdiocese whose name appears below 
has not discouraged me in any way from reporting to the authorities. 

B {;i-o { 0 \ 

Date 

I presented a copy of this "Important Notice" and a copy of the Department of Children 
and Family Services brochure describing the child abuse reporting laws to the person whose 
printed name and signature appears above, on the date indicated in this document. 

Date Signature 

M«c~C\-e.\ T 'PJlcdA k 
Print Name 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO COPY 
-0-ffi-ce_o_f_~_o_fes_s-io-n-al-F-im-~-s-R-e-vi-ew~~~~-... ~~~~~~~~~P-oo_t_O_ffi_c_e_B_ox_l_9_79 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

(312)751-5205 
Fax: (312)751-5279 

Memorandum 

To: File - PFR-79 

From: Kathleen Leggdas, Administrator 11,{ 

Re: Rev. Leonard Bogdan-

Date: August 27, 2001 

On August 23, 200 l, as a result of a call from Rev. Larry McBrady regarding an allegation of sexual 
misconduct with a minor against Rev. Leonard Bogdan, PFRA contacted Rev. Bogdan by telephone. 

Leonard Bogdan 

He was informed of the fact of the allegation made by n August 20, 2001. Rev. 
Bogdan was distraught that this allegation had resurfaced from the 90's. The alleged victim had 
written to recant allegations made and Father assumed the matter was at an end. 

Father currently lives in a building where all residents are over 55 and no one under 19 is admitted to 
the living area. He is retired and has no opportunity for contact with minors. Appointment set of 
August 28, 2001 in Phoenix, Arizona. 

Cc: Members of the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. Larry McBrady, Vicar for Priests 
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On the question (recently raised) as to whether I pose a serious threat to minors, 
I offer the following observations to all concerned: 

(Please excuse any errors--but I am not as yet computer literate.) 

Since 1983 (the year of the initial accusation), there has been no allegation 
by any other person dealing with serious misconduct with a minor of either gender. 
In other words, for 18 years no one has accused me of sexual misconduct with a 
minor. (Of course, there would have been no basis for such an accusation.) 

This matter was fully investigated circa 1991 by Cardinal Bernardin, the Vicar 
for Priests, and the newly formed Review Board. The decision was not to withdraw 
my priestly faculties. However, as a precautionary measure (given the climate of 
the times) I was directed to avoid any contact with minors without the presence of 
an adult and to avoid close ministry with same. This was readily fulfilled. 

As a note of information, I was on loan from the Archdiocese of Chgo to the 
Diocese~of KZ (from June 1 88) to direct the Marriage Tribunal. Cardinal Bernardin 
did not recall me. Later that same year, he requested that I move out of a parish 
setting. I took up residence with the Diocesan Bishop. 

In 1993 I sought incardination into the Diocese of KZ because of the congenial 
atmosphere. I was very content at that point in my life, especially with regard 
to my priestly efforts. Prior to my being granted incardination, the former Bishop 
of KZ (now retired) went to Chicago and personally inspected · · the entire file 
related to this matter and all personnel records. Without haste and after 
prayerful reflection, he incardinated me into the Diocese of KZ on 11/30/93. 
Afterwards, I was careful to continue with the directives noted in the letter of 
excardination (on file with the Archdiocese) to avoid the presence of minors without 
the presence of an adult (for my own protection and reputation) to avoid any 
possible allegation of impropriety. I truly valued my good name and the priesthood. 

In the year 2000 at the age of 65 I requested early retirement from my Bishop due 
to my deteriorating physical health and in order to relocate to a more temperate 
climate. I do continue to do some work for the tribunal in KZ by mail and fax. 

I live in an all adult community of about 38,000 population. In each household 
at least one resident must be age 55. No one under the age of 19 may be a 
resident (even temporary). There is no school district within this city. In fact, 
it is very rare to encounter any minors (even in some of the fast food restaurants). 
I have stayed active with the Knights of Columbus and am a member of a few local 
clubs for a social outlet. 

In conclusion, I hope that these observations answer the question posed above: that 
I in no way pose a threat to minors of either gender. To establish physical certi
tude would require 24 hour surveillance. I believe moral certitude is all that 
is needed in this case. 

August 27, 2001 

COPY 

AOC 007195 



COPY 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
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676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 _ Chicago, I1linois 60690-1979 
Chicago, I11inois 60611 

(312)751-5205 
Fax: (3I2)751-5279 

August 31, 200 I 

Rev. Leonard Bogdan 

Dear Father Bogdan, 

Thank you for meeting with me and for providing transportation to and from the airport. 

Enclosed is the copy of Policies and Procedures governing the Review Board. 

Sincerely, 

~at'~ cfa--oy~ 
Kathleen Leggdas 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO --,--Office of Professional Fitness Review Post Office Box 1979 
676 N. St Clair, Suite 1910 Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

(312)751-5205 
Fax:(312)751-5279 

Memorandum 

To: File - PFR-79 

From: Kathleen Leggdas, Administrator -t£ 
Re: 

Date: August 31, 2001 

Effective August 31, 2001: 

Cc: Victim's Assistance Ministry 

AOC 007197 



~tan o~iginal d;;;nt irom the files of 
OFFICE OF THE CHANCELLOR 
ARCHDIOCESE OF Cf:JICA~n 

This is a red ink s~D10CESE Of CHICAGO 
DO NOT COPY 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 19 IO 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Date: 

Memorandum 

File - PFR-79 

Kathleen Leggdas, Administrator -ff!_,, 

Re~dan's Response to Allegation 
of---of Sexual Misconduct With a Minor 

August 31, 2001 

Present at Meeting 
Rev. Leonard Bogdan [LB], accused 

PY 
Post Office Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690- l 979 

(312)751-5205 
Fax: (312)751-5279 

Kathleen Leggdas, Professional Fitness Review Administrator [PFRA] 

General Information 
Rev. Leonard Bogdan 

Ordination Date: 1960 

PFRA and Father Bogdan met in his home in-Arizona- just outside of Phoenix. The 
home is modest and was purchased by Father in 1987 with a view to retirement. This is a restricted 
living city in which one member of a fumily must be at least 55 and no one under the age of 19 may 
reside. Grandchildren are allowed to visit for two weeks. Extended stay of children must be approved 
by residents ofall adjacent homes. There is little, if any, opportunity for Father to have unsupervised 
contact with minors. 

Father Bodgan participates in adult recreations provided by the -organization and is active in 
the local Knights of Columbus. 

He retired "early" as he said, at 68 as a result of serious arthritis. He has no other identified health 
concerns. He says Mass at home in his private chapel. 
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Meeting Summary 

PFR-79 
Response to Allegation 
August 31, 200 I 
Page2 

PFRA described Review Board Policies and Procedures and presented the allegations made by_ 
(See Allegation Summary for Details) 

Father Bogdan reflected: "I was aware I liked the kid and felt s~r him It was more of a family 
association because of father I would go to the house to talk to-

Father Bogdan denied all of the allegations and added that this was all put to rest by the letter 
recanting the allegations. He admitted asking •to write the recantation but denies threatening him or 
putting any undo pressure upon .to do so. 

Cc: Review Board Members 
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to Review Board 
Rev. Larry McBrady, Vicar for Priests 
John O'Malley, Legal Services 
Michael J. Bland, Victim's Assistance Ministry 
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Victim Statement Abstract 

This abstract supplements the summary prepared by Kathleen Leggdas, Administrator of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of Professional Fitness Review, of former Rev. Leonard 
Bogdan's response to Victim KR's allegation of abuse, given to Ms. Leggdas on August 31, 
2001. Bogdan denied that he engaged in inappropriate conduct with Victim KR. 
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Date: 9/4/01 
From: Leonard Bogdan 

Returned call 

Phone Conversation - PFR-79 

Time: 10:40 am. 

Wanted to clarify a few things from our interview 

Date: 9/19/01 · Time~ 
From: Cardinal George - residence......._ 

Regarding letter dated September 17th regarding First Stage Review for Rev. Leonard Bogdan 
As the letter reads, "is it he that contacts the diocese of Kalamazoo & Phoenix?" 
Please let him know 
This must be done immediately, whether the Vicar's PFRA or Cardinal communicates this 
information. 
He's at the residence until 5:30 p.m. But can be reached at the office tomorrow x8230. 

Date: 10/2/01 Time: AM 
From: Fr. /Diocese of Phoenix, Vicar for Priests 

Question about honesty regarding Leonard Bogdan 

Date: 10/3/01 Time: 1 :30 p.m. 
From: 

Had not received my letter 
Gave him Board recommendations over the phone 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
COPY 

-0-ffi-ce~of-~-o-f~~si_on_a_IF_i_m_es_s_R-ev-ie-w~~~~~ •. , · .. · ~~~~~~~~.~-Po-&-1 0_ffi ___ ce_B_o_x_l_9~79 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 Chicago, II inois 60690-1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

(312)751-5205 

Memorandum 
Fax:(312)751-5279 

To: File-PFR-79 
From: Kathleen Leggdas, Professional Fitness Review Administrator [PFRA] ~ 
Re: Rev. Leonard Bogdan 
Date: September 6, 2001 

On September 4, 2001 PFRA met with Father Larry McBrady to review the Vicar for Priests files on 
Rev. Leonard Bogdan [LB], currently retired from the Diocese of Kalamazoo, Michigan. Documents 
reviewed include the following: 

• Copy of the original · st Rev. Leonard Bogdan 
April 22, 1983 to th 
The cover letter, written to Father was judged to be an 
"emotionally stable" student performing in the above average range academically. Comments 
from the Director went on to say that he (Director)" ... is convinced he is 
reporting the absolute truth as he sees it about the relationship" with Rev. Leonard Bogdan. 

1be Director also asked for advice regarding reporting requirements to DCFS. No docurnentation 
is available regarding either advice given or that DCFS in fact was called or not called. 

The content of the allegation was consistent with the allegation made to PFRA on August 20, 
2001. If anything, more threats were apparent in t~ley South documentation. Threats of 
withdrawal of financial and emotional support o~ his family should -choose to 
discontinue the sexual relationship. 

• Copy of the letter from o Vicar for Priests Office to recant allegations made 
in 1983. Recantation is dated 1986. 

• Documentation of meeting with Cardinal Bernardin on December 30, 1991 at the time of his 
transfer to the Diocese of Kalamazoo. (See attached) 

• Protocol proposed to the Bishop of Kalamazoo. (See attached) 

Cc: Review Board Members 
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. Larry McBrady, Vicar for Priests 
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Victim Statement Abstract 

This abstract supplements a memorandum from Kathleen Leggdas, Professional Fitness Review 
Administrator of the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of Professional Fitness Review, dated 
September 6, 2001, summarizing a letter from Victim KR recanting his allegations of sexual 
abuse against Fr. Leonard Bogdan. According to the memorandum, Victim KR did not believe 
that his allegation would be taken so seriously, and Victim KR considered Bogdan to be one of 
his best supporters. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO --.--Office of Professional Fitness Review Post Office Box 1979 
676 N. St Clair, Suite 1910 Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

(312)751-5205 

Professional Fitness Review Board 

Saturday, September 15, 2001 
10:00 - 12:00 

MINUTES 

Review Board Members Present: 

Non-members present: 
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Kathleen Leggdas, Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

I. Approval of Minutes from August 18, 2001 

II. Case Reviews 

A. In the Matter of PFR-79, Rev. Leonard Bogdan 

First Stage Review 

Fax: (312)751-5279 

The Review Board considered the allegation of and the response of 
Rev. Leonard Bogdan as communicated to the Board through Kathleen Leggdas, 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator. 

In light of the infonnation presented, the Board determined that there is reasonable 
cause to suspect that sexual misconduct with a minor occurred. (Seven Board 
members were present and their determination was unanimous.) The Board 
recommended that this determination be communicated to the Diocese ofKalamaz.oo, 
where Father Bogdan is incardinated. The Archdiocese of Phoenix, where Father 
Bogdan now resides, should also be informed. 
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PFR Review Board 
MINUTES 
September 15, 2001 
Page2 

Since the misconduct allegedly occurred when Father Bogdan was a priest of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago, the Office of Victim Assistance Ministry of the Archdiocese 
of Chicago should provide appropriate assistance to Mr-

Cc: Members of the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to Review Board 
Rev. Larry McBrady, Vicar for Priests 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
--•. --Office of Professional Fitness Review Post Office Box 1979 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

(312)751-5205 
Fax: (312)751-5279 

I. 

Professional Fitness Review Board 

Saturday, September 15, 2001 
10:00 -12:00 

AGENDA 

II. Case Reviews 

III. 

In the Matter of PFR-79, Rev. Leonard Bogdan 
• First Stage Review 

AOC 007206 



OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW 
CLIENT INFORMATION SHEET 

FILE#: PFR-79 REVIEW STATUS: (DATE) 

Opened Date: 9/15/01 1st Stage: 9/15/01 
2nd Stage: 

Closed Date: Supplementary: 

1. Name: Leonard Bogdan Date Ordained: 1960 

Birth Date: Current S/S #: 

2. CurrentResidence: ~ess: _______ _ Date: 2001 

Telephone: Home: Office: NI A Pager: 

3. Ministry: Retired -----------

4. Allegation(s): 
Date: 

8/20/01 

Date of the Offense(s): 
1981-1984 

5. General Nature of Allegation(s): 
Mutual oral sex 

6. Protocol: 

Review Dates: 

------~ --------

Status (Cbeckone) 

Active: 
Deceased: 
Resigned: 
Withdrawn: 
Other: ..,/ 

Sex/Age 
M/15-17 

Original Date: 

Review Dates: 

Date: 6/00 

Credibility: 
Yes No 
..,/ 

1/3/92 

AOC 007207 



Pagel 

7. Assessment(s): 
Source: Report on File: (?) Date Received: 

8. 
Quarterly Report: Date Received: 

9. Education: 
Marriage Tribunal, Diocese of Kalamazoo, Michigan 

10, Ministerial Assignments: 

11. Family Composition: 

Parents: 

Siblings: 

12. Monitors: Address: Phone: 

13. Emergency Contacts: 

1st Relationship: Home#: Work#: 

2nd Relationship: Home#: Work#: 

14. Other Concerns: 

AOC 007208 
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676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

(312)751-5205 
Fax: (312)751-5279 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Date: 

Memorandum 

File 

Rev. 1bomas J. Paprocki, Archbishop's Delegate to the \zJf 
Profe$sional Fitness Review Board 

Rev. Leonard Bogdan - Review Board Meeting 
First Stage Review 

September 17, 200 I 

The Review Board considered the allegation o and the response of Rev. Leonard 
Bogdan as communicated to the Board through Kathleen Leggdas, Professional Fitness Review 
Administrator. 

In light of the information presented, the Board determined that there is reasonable cause to 
suspect that sexual misconduct with a minor occurred. (Seven Board members were present and 
their determination was unanimous.) The Board recommended that this determination be 
communicated to the Diocese of Kalamazoo, where Father Bogdan is incardinated. The 
Archdiocese of Phoenix, where Father Bogdan now resides, should also be informed. 

Since the misconduct allegedly occurred when Father Bogdan was a priest of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago, the Office of Victim Assistance Ministry of the Archdiocese of Chicago should provide 
appropriate assistance to Mr. -
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
_O_ffi_ce __ of-Pr--on-es-s-io-na_l_F-im-~-s-&-e-~-.e-w---------., ._ -------------------P-o~--O-ffi_c_e_B_ox--19_7_9 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

(312)751-5205 
Fax:(312)751-5279 

Memorandum 

To: File - PFR-79 

From: Kathleen Leggdas, Administrator 

Re: Rev. Leonard Bogdan 

Date: September 17, 2001 

A summary of the discussion from the Professional Fitness Review Board Meeting September 15, 
2001: 

First Stage Review 

The Review Board considered the allegation of and the response of Rev. Leonard 
Bogdan as communicated to the Board through Kathleen Leggdas, Professional Fitness Review 
Administrator. 

In light of the information presented, the Board determined that there is reasonable cause to 
suspect that sexual misconduct with a minor occurred. (Seven Board members were present and 
their determination was unanimous.) The Board recommended that this determination be 
communicated to the Diocese of Kalamazoo, where Father Bogdan is incardinated. The 
Archdiocese of Phoenix, where Father Bogdan now resides, should also be informed. 

Since the misconduct allegedly occurred when Father Bogdan was a priest of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago, the Office of Victim Assistance Ministry of the Archdiocese of Chicago should provide 
appropriate assistance to Mr. -
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO COPY 
~-.~-Office of Professional Fitness Review Post Office Box 1979 
676 N. St Clair, Suite 1910 Chicago, rllinois 60690-1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

(312)751-5205 
Fax: (312)751 ~5279 

September 1?, 200 l 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 E. Superior Street 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Cardinal George, 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on September 15, 2001. The Board fully considered all 
oral and written reports in the matter of Rev. Loonard Bogdan. The Board conducted a First Stage 
Review pursuant to Article 1104.8 of the Review Process For Continuation of Ministry. 

In light of the infonnation presented, the Board determined that there is reasonable cause to suspect 
that sexual misconduct with a minor occurred (Seven Board members were present and their 
determination was unanimous.) 

The Board recommends that this determination be communicated to the Diocese of Kalamazoo, 
where Father Bogdan is incardinated and that the Archdiocese of Phoenix, where Father Bogdan now 
resides, also be in:fonned. 

Since the misconduct allegedly occurred when Father Bogdan was a priest of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago, a recommendation was also made that the Office of Victim Assistance Ministry of the 
Arc.hdiocese of Chicago should provide appropriate assistance to the alleged victim. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at your convenience. 

Sincerely, 

~--dL~ ~;){!~.___ 
Kathleen Leggdas 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

KL/lnp 

Cc: Members of the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki. Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. Larry McBrady, Vicar fur Priests 
John O'Malley, Office of Legal Services 
Michael J. Bland, Victim Assistance Ministry 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Archbishop 

September 24, 2001 

Ms. Kathleen Leggdas 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Kathleen, 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8230 
Fax (312) 337-6379 

I am writing in response to your letter of September 17, 2001, regarding the matter of 
Reverend Leonard Bogdan, following the First Stage Review conducted by the Review Board 
on September 15, 2001. 

In light of the information presented, I accept the Board's determination that there is 
reasonable cause to suspect that sexual misconduct with a minor occurred. As recommended by 
the Review Board, I have sent a letter communicating this determination to the Bishop of 
Kalamazoo, where Father Bogdan is incardinated. I have also sent a copy of that letter to the 
Bishop of Phoenix, where Father Bogdan now resides. 

Since the misconduct allegedly occurred when Father Bogdan was a priest of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago, I also accept the Review Board's further recommendation that the 
Office of Victim Assistance Ministry of the Archdiocese of Chicago should provide appropriate 
assistance to the alleged victim. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

~1-P~ 
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki 
Ecclesiastical Notary 

~y yours in Christ, 

~·--~~~ 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

cc: Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Vicar General 
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Archbishop's Delegate to the Professional Fitness Review Board 
Reverend Lawrence McBrady, Vicar for Priests 
Michael J. Bland, Victim Assistance Ministry 
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services 

AOC 007212 



AR.CHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Archbishop Pose Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312)751-8230 
Fax (312) 337-6379 

CONFIDENTIAL 

September 24, 2001 ofan . CQpy 
original d 

~~£E OF THE'CH;.°;J the files ot 
n~IOCESE OFc,uCELLOR 

Bishop of Kalamazoo 
215 N. Westnedge Ave. 
Kalamazoo, MI 49007-3760 

This is a red in n1CAGo 
Do Nor k stampt 

Copy 

Dear Bishop -

I am writing to you Reverend Leonard Bogdan, formerly a priest of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago, who was incardinated into the Diocese of Kalamazoo on November 30, 1993. This 
incardination took place after your predecessor, Bishop came to Chi~ 
personally reviewed Father Bogdan's files. In light of information in the files, Bishop-
incardinated Father Bogdan into the Diocese of Kalamazoo, assigning him to non-parochial 
ministry in the Tribunal with residence in the Bishop's House under the Bishop's personal 
supervision. Bisho acce ted Cardinal Bernardin's recommendation that Father 
Bogdan should not be in the presence of a minor 
without another responsible adult present. 

The basis for these restrictions was an allegation made by a high school student on April 
22, 1983. Although the accuser wrote a letter recanting the allegation in 1986, Father Bogdan' s 
ministry remained restricted and Father Bogdan was very cooperative with the conditions for 
ministry that Cardinal Bernardin thought continued to be necessary. 

Recently the person who originally made the accusation in 1983 came forward to lodge a 
formal allegation against Father Bogdan with the Archdiocese's Professional Fitness Review 
Board. (Note that this Board did not come into existence until 1992). The Review Board met on 
September 15, 2001 and fully considered all oral and written reports in the matter of Rev. 
Leonard Bogdan pursuant to the Archdiocese's Review Process for Continuation of Ministry. 

In light of the information presented, the Board determined that there is reasonable cause 
to suspect that sexual misconduct with a minor occurred. (Seven Board members [out of nine] 
were present and their determination was unanimous.) The Board recommended that this 
determination be communicated to the Diocese of Kalamazoo, where Father Bogdan is 
incardinated and that the Diocese of Phoenix, where Father Bogdan now resides, also be 
informed. I accept the Board's determination and recommendation and so am sending you this 
letter, with a copy to Most Reverend Bishop of Phoenix. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
~ 
September 24, 200 l 
Page 2 

Since the misconduct allegedly occurred when Father Bogdan was a priest of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago, I also accepted the Board's recommendation that the Office of Victim 
Assistance Ministry of the Archdiocese of Chicago should provide appropriate assistance to the 
alleged victim. 

If you have any questions, please feel free contact me at your convenience. For more 
specific information, however, you or your delegate may want to contact Father Thomas 
Paprocki, my Delegate to the Professional Fitness Review Board (telephone 773-545-8581) or 
Ms. Kathleen Leggdas, Professional Fitness Review Administrator (telephone 312-751-5205). 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

~J~p~ 
Ecclesiastical Notary 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

L Cv;_;th, 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

cc: Most Reveren Bishop of Phoenix 
vflev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Archbishop's Delegate to the Professional Fitness Review Board 

Ms. Kathleen Leggdas, Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

P.S. Father Bogdan has provided us with his current contact information, as follows: 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
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676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 . Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

(312)751-5205 
Fax:(312)751-5279 

September 28, 2001 

DearMr.-

The Professional Fitness Review Board met on September 15, 2001 and conducted a review of the 
oral and written reports of the allegations of sexual misconduct you made against Rev. Leonard 
Bogdan, and his response. 

The Board detennined that there is reasonable cause to suspect that sexual misconduct with a minor 
did occur. Cardinal George accepted the detennination and recommendations made by the Board. He 
sent a letter oommwricating this determination to the Bishop of Kalamazoo where Father Bogdan is 
incardinated. He also sent a oopy of that letter to the Bishop of Phoenix where Father Bogdan 
currently resides. 

Since the misconduct allegedly occurred when Father Bogdan was a priest of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago, the Board further reoommended that the Office of Victim Assistance Ministry of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago provide appropriate assistance to you. The form this assistance will take 
should be discussed with Michael Bland, from the Victim's Assistance Ministry. 

It is our sincere wish that this infonnation will assist you in your efforts to resolve these issues 
satisfuctorily. 

If you have questions regarding this information, I can be reached at 312-751-5205. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen Leggdas 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

KlJlnp 

Cc: Review Board Members 
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Archbishop's Delegate to the Professional Fitness Review Board 
John O'Malley, Legal Services 
Michael J. Bland, Victim's Assistance Ministry 

AOC 007215 
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676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
Chicago, lllinois 60611 

(312)751-5205 
Fax:(3l2)751-5279 

September 28, 2001 

Rev. Leonard Bogdan 

Dear Father Bogdan, 

The Professional Fitness Review Board met on September 15, 2001 and conducted~ 
Review of the oral and written reports of the allegation of sexual misconduct made by_ 
and your response. 

The Board determined that there is reasonable cause to suspect that sexual misconduct with a minor 
occurred. Cardinal George accepted the detennination and recommendations made to him by the 
Board. He has sent a letter communicating this determination to the Bishop of Kalamazoo where you 
are incardinated. He also sent a copy of that letter to the Bishop of Phoenix where you now reside. 

Since the misconduct allegedly occurred when you were a priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago, the 
Board further recommended that the Office of Victim Assistance Ministry of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago provide appropriate assistance to the alleged victim. This generally talces the form of 
financial assistance related to therapy expenses. 

1bank you for your cooperation with this investigation. If you have questions regarding the Board's 
recommendations, please call 312-751-5205. 

Sincerely, 

~db.- ;t;_w~ 
Kathleen Leggdas 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

KL/lnp 

Cc: Review Board Members 
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Archbishop's Delegate to the Professional Fitness Review Board 
Rev. Larry McBrady, Vicar for Priests 
John O'Malley, Legal Services 
Michael J. Bland, Victim's Assistance Ministry 
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215 N. Westnedge Ave. 

THE DIOCESE OF KALAMAZOO Kalamazoo, M/49007-3760 
16) 349-8114 ext.122 
x (616) 349-6440 

Office of the Bishop 

October 30, 2001 

Your Eminence, 

Thank you for your confidential letter of September 24, 2001, regarding a 
Kalamazoo priest, Leonard Bogdan. He received senior priest status last year 
and moved to the Diocese of Phoenix for health related reasons. Since his 
incardination into the Kalamazoo Diocese, he established the tribunal and was its 
Judicial Vicar until retirement. He served the diocese very well and without any 
trace of misconduct. 

I have taken note of your letter and I will contact your delegate, Fr. 
Thomas Paprocki. Thanks again and hope to see you in Washington. 

His Eminence 
Francis Cardinal George 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O.Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

Bishop of Kalamazoo 
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21 SN. Westnedge Ave. 

THE DIOCESE OF KALAMAZOO Kalamazoo,M/49007-3760 
69) 349-8714 FAX (269) 349-6440 

The Reverend Thomas Paprocki 
St. Constance Catholic Church 
5843 W. Strong Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60630 

Dear Father Paprocki, 

January 16, 2003 

This letter is to formally request that you provide information from the 
Archdiocesan files regarding your Review Board action involving the Reverend 
Monsignor Leonard A. Bogdan, an incardinated priest of the Diocese of Kalamazoo. 

Any and all information you can provide will be of assistance to our Review 
Board. Particular need exists for copies of the original allegation(s) and the renewal of 
the allegation by way of the withdrawal of the prior retraction. 

Thank you in advance for your help and please do not hesitate to call me if you 
have any questions (269) 349-8714, ext 116. 

Chancellor 

TEC:nb 

cc: The Most Reverend 

AOC 007218 
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St. Constance Parish 
.5843 West Strong Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60630 

773-.54.5-8.581 (Voice) 773-.54.5-0227 (Fax) 
www .stconstance.org 

FAX TRANSMITTAL 

FROM: 8tJ1.i>f-fLicr PAf/J,ocK/ DATE: r:J-8' 03 

T&Yn.. -

The information contained is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended solely for the use of 
the individual. or entity to which it is addressed and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the 
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or taking of any action 
in regard to the contents of this information is strictly prohibited. 
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Most Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki 
Auxiliary Bishop-elect of Chicago 
Archbishop's Delegate to the 
Professional Fitness Review Board 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Memorandum 

To: Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 

St. Constance Parish 
5843 W. Strong St. 
Chicago, IL 60630 

(773) 545-8581 
Fax: (773) 545-0227 

From: 

Date: 

Most Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Archbishop's Delegate -f({f 
February 8, 2003 

Re: Request from Kalamazoo regarding Rev. Msgr. Leonard Bogdan 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter from Mr , Chancellor 
of the Diocese of Kalamazoo, requesting information from our files regarding 
allegations against Monsignor Leonard Bogdan. 

My files make reference to the original allegation made by 
against Rev. Leonard Bogdan on April 22, 1983 to at 

in 1986 recanting the 
However, I do not have copies of this 

Quigley South and to the letter from 
allegations that he had made in 1983. 
correspondence. 

If you will provide me with copies of these letters and any other 
documentation that you think ma,,:y be pertinent in response to this request, I 
will forward it to Chancel101 'with the copies of the documentation that I 
already have in my files regarding the Review Board's actions in this matter. 

Thank you for your assistance. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Most Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki 
Auxiliary Bishop-elect of Chicago 
Archbishop's Delegate to the 
Professional Fitness Review Board 

Chancellor 
Diocese of Kalamazoo 
215 N. Westnedge Ave. 
Kalamazoo, MI 49007-3760 

Dear Chancello~ 

February 10, 2003 

St. Constance Parish 
5843 W. Strong St. 
Chicago, IL 60630 

(773) 545-8581 
Fax: (773) 545-0227 

I am writing in response to your letter of January 16, 2003, requesting 
information from the Archdiocesan files regarding the action of our Professional 
Fitness Review Board involving Reverend Monsignor Leonard A. Bogdan, 
formerly of the Archdiocese of Chicago and since 1993 an incardinated priest of 
the Diocese of Kalamazoo. 

Please excuse the delay in responding, but my recent appointment as 
Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago has, needless to say, preoccupied my attention in 
recent days. 

Enclosed is documentation from our files as you had requested. I hope 
this is helpful. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Most Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki 
Archbishop's Delegate to the 
Professional Fitness Review Board 
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BURKE, WARREN, MACKAY & SERRITELLA, P.C. 

JOHN G. FOGARTY, JR. 

DIRECT DIAL NUMBER 
(312) 840-7087 
JFOGARTY@BURKB.AW.COM 

22ND FLOOR IBM PLAZA 
330 NOR1H WABASH AVENUE 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611-360'7 

TELEPHONE (312) 840-7000 
FACSIMILE (312) 840-7900 

www.burkelaw.com 

May9, 2003 

I am writing to confirm that for statute of limitations purposes only, the Archdiocese of 
Chicago ("Archdiocese") will treat any claim against it, arising out of allegations made by your 
client against Fr. Leonard Bogdon, as if it were filed on April 7, 2003, the date of your first letter 
to our office. Apart from this specific tolling, the Archdiocese reserves all of its defenses, 
including that of the statute of limitations, against any claims ~ay have against 
the Archdiocese. 

In addition, this tolling agreement shall last indefinitely unless it is terminated in writing 
by either of the parties. In order to terminate this tolling agreement, a party shall notify the other 
party in writing of its intent to terminate the agreement by sending written notice thereof to the 
other party by certified mail, return receipt requested. The termination of this tolling agreement 
shall take effect fourteen (14) days from the date the written notice is deposited with the United 
States Postal Service by the notifying party. 

JGF: 

09891-2371277230/1 
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Brian Murphy 
May9, 2003 
Page2 

bee James A Serritella 

09891-237/277230/l 
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: Leah McCluskey - St. Barbara's 

From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Leah McCluskey 
Bland, Michael; Bonaccorsi, Ralph 
3/2/2006 3:57:37 PM 

Ralph and Michael, 

Just a heads up. 

I received a phone call this afternoon from Fr. 
•••lwas calling in regards to Mr. ••I • ••• acting administrator a 

w o works in some capacity at 

Fr. stated that Mr. - disclosed to him that he was abused by a cleric when he was in high 
school and that he is "working with Dr. Bland." Fr. was calling OPR to ensure that he notified 
someone of his conversation with Mr. Negrete. 

I expressed my appreciation for Fr. •••t phone call and told him that I would document the call. 
' 

Fr. --then informed me that Mr. -has written letters to three individuals whom he works with 
at --and disclosed the sexual abuse that he sustained to them as well. He stressed that Mr. 

wrote in these letters that the matter of his past sexual abuse was "confidential." Fr.••• 
stated that one of the women who received one of these letters from-has expressed her 
concern to him. He informed me that he directed this woman to call Ralph to discuss her concerns. Fr. 
••• seemed anxious about the entire situation. 

I told Fr. hat Mr-has every right to discuss any personal matter he wishes to discuss 
with anyone of his choosing. I supported Fr. in his referral of the aforementioned woman to call 
Ralph and also informed him [Fr. ] that both of you work together. 

In sum, I advised Fr. 
suggest that he [Mr. 
him. 

Thanks. 

Leah 

that if Mr.~xpresses any personal concern with his past abuse, to 
contact M~ he has already indicated that he has been working with 

Page 1 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Patty, 

Leah McCluskey 
Zacharias, Patricia 
3/9/2006 2:28:39 PM 
Re: Fwd 

I am forwarding you this e-mail specifically for the concerns that a lay employee 
giving gifts to minors. This is a pretty involved case and many issues in the pari 

Another twist is that-brought forward an allegation in 1983 of sexual abuse by Rev. Leonard 
Bogdan. Fr. Bogdan is retired and the matter was substantiated by the Review Board. 

I ask that yo~f up to date with the appropriate group on any developments with concerns 
surrounding ~ontact with minors. 

Thanks. 

Leah 
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To: 
From: 
Re: 
Date: 

File 
Ed Grace 
Leonard Bogdan 
March 14. 2006 

While checking a file I noted that Msgr. Leonard Bogdan, formerly a priest of Chicago had 
been accused of sexual abuse of a minor in Chicago. 

Previously Leonard Bogdan had been excardinated from Chicago and incardinated in the 
Diocese of Kalamazoo. Subsequently he retired and moved to Phoenix. 

I contacted the chancellor of Kalamazoo, Mr. Mr. onfirmed that 
Kalamazoo had been informed of the allegation against Msgr. Bogdan and our Review 
Board's action. He also confirmed that Leonard was restricted from ministry and that he was 
not involved in ministry in Phoenix. . . 

He also confirmed that Phoenix had been made aware that Leonard was living in Phoenix. 
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To: 
From: 
Re: 
Date: 

File 
Ed Grace 
Msgr. Leonard Bogdan ( 
March 21, 2006 

In reference to the published list of Archdiocesan Priests with Substantiated Allegations of 
Sexual Misconduct with Minors Len Bogdan had concerns. 

• The accuser did not want the issue to be made public. 
• How come the allegation came out when the accuser did not want it to? 

There was reasonable cause to suspect. The allegation was substantiated. 

If I get an explanation of why the issue was made public despite the accuser's desire that it not 
be made public I should let Len know. 

My guess: The accuser's interest was in anonymity as to the accuser's identity not as to Len's 
being named as abuser. 
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eah McCluske 

From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Dear. 

<MJBland773@aol.com> 

5/31/2006 9:56:26 AM 
Fwd:-

Thank you for your email information regarding- With this email 
I am also passing your email onto the Administrator for the Office of 
Professional Responsibility, Leah McCluskey. If you have any further information 
you may contact Leah McCluskey directly at _LMccluskey@ArchChicago.org_ 
(mailto:LMccluskey@ArchChicago.org) or 312-751-5205. 

Thank you for your email. If Leah has any questions for you I am sure she 
will be in direct contact with you. 

Michael 

Michael J. Bland, Psy. D., D. Min., LCPC 
Clinical & Pastoral Coordinator 
Archdiocese of Chicago - Assistance Ministry 
773-404-8161 confidential phone 
773-404-8162 confidential fax 
MBland@ArchChicago.org 

CC: <LMccluskey@ArchChicago.org>, <MJB1and773@aol.com> 

Pa 

AOC 007228 



Victim Statement Abstract 

This abstract replaces an undated email from Victim KR to Michael Bland, Clinical and Pastoral 
Coordinator for the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of Assistance Ministry. In the email, 
Victim KR discussed the relationship between Fr. Leonard Bogdan and Fr. Robert Stepek during 
the period Bogdan allegedly abused Victim KR. 
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