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?ublie file obtained Monday 
he Journal, Those briefs 

give a summary of what ihe de* 
positions contain. 

29 REPORTS OF ABUSE 

Fnr ihe lint lime. Hit rcccrdi 
give an indication of the scope of 
the problem of pedophile prints 
According to 
Elliott's pTicf. 
there vtcjt 29 
reports of sexu
al abuse of 
children by 
pricsis between 
the time Arch> 
fu'flhon \\tm-
bcrt Wcakbrul 
nrrivct} in Mil
w a u k e e in 
1977 and 5*0-
trntber 1592. 

Lt is unclear how many oi' 
those ceimnlmni? were fried by 
multiple victims accusing it sin-
Hie rrical. 

'\h>' tuchdmreic docs no) 
have a policy irjurdins chifd se*-
ual nbme, and it has never con-
duued a program m edutJiLc 
leather* and administrators of 
ihtfjr obNginirn h> repr>it JUS-
prctcd ejuft of seiunl tthuse Of 
•! "!•.! 111 «• i =. ! : : • ' ! • . : . ? 

According tn OIJou's briefs, 
urt'hdjot.L«an officials who trive 
testimony in dupf^ilEom said 
I hey nil UltLM:d flic compjami* 
LhnL Eifingcr had sexually abu.s'td 
children. 

The court briefs grv* this 
summary o!" Effingcr** hisiory 
and tifiw the archdiocese him* 
i.kd complnipit against the 
priest: 

Effinger had a poor scholastic 
record in the seminary, finishing 
32nd of 34 students. His disci
plinary record was only fairh and 
his personality was regarded as 
"a bit odd and sensitive.** 

The general assessment of 
him was thai he was "slow to 
catch UP and vei nccth someone 
who can ketp him busy.* 

Weak Inn rt 1 c si i fi-r d in CGtm 
document* that Lll index's settii-
nary rc<;o:d was so bad ihut he 
hoped titndi-
dales hfcc i:r 
finger would 
not be or-
dni'ii.il H'rtJiiy 

EfflllJ!^IrE 
ft**! i i \ ; - i f l i -

meiHwmaE SI. 
rMaiVs Oil bo-
He rht i rch in 
i C t J I i ' r l l l i i . ll\ 
Itfol he br-
came chaplain 
for Scot! litift organ nations m Kc* 
rtujltr CtKiniy. mid i« IVtift \tv 
was the director for ihe- county's 
Catholic Youth Cirpunirnihm. 

lt was unclear from Elliott's 
brief exactly when (he first alle
gations were made against Effin-
ger. One of ihe alleged victims, 
who filed his lawsuit under an 
alias, said he went to ihe princi
pal at St. Mary's elementary 
school to report thai he and his 
brothers and sisters were being 
abused by the priest. 

COUNSELING PHOVIDED 

In 1979, a couple from Si. 
Francis de Sales parish in Lake 
Geneva, where Effinger was next 
assigned, wrole Weakland and 
said their son had been abused 
on Easter Sunday. Weakland 

I sent Effinger to a Milwaukee 
therapist, Leo Graham, for coun
seling. 

Before receiving the reporl 
. from Graham, Wcakland as-

WntKUM 

signed Kffmgcr lo St. Pcier of 
Alcantara, a parish in Fori 
Washington. Later in 1979, -he 
moved to Holy Name in Sheboy
gan. 

Graham's report said that al
though he did not think Efllngcr 
was primarily homosexual or pe-
dophiliac, he was worried thai 
alcohol might present Effinger 
with problems in the fixture. 

"Someone of significant ecclt-
sinsiical stature ought to chew 
him out royally," Graham was 
quoted as saying. 

lifTin^r tCItJfttd thai no'one 
inmniurcd or supervised iiî . con
tact n-iil] children while at FfhlV 
Nit me Alllui.i£li Wertklnric] 
talked to him about one of (he 
Sexual abuse complaints, EfTm
ger was not ^chewed out royal
ty," according to court records. 

INFORMATION WITHHELD 

Weak)and, acenrdmg tn-fil-
lioU's brief, "dcJIheratcfy .and 
purposefully** wiililu-kJ infofrmi' 
lion about EfTinter's rm>i»Urn«i 
from Ihe pastor and others 'at 
Holy Name. 

"Archbishop Weakland con
cedes that this would have^bcen 
of grave concern to any patfish, 
and there was serious probability 
that had Archbishop Weakfehd 
made his disclosures, Effitigcr 
probably would have been limit
ed or unable to function lit'the 
parish," Elliott says in his brief 

f-atner Jamfi liess, a Ppcst 
^ h o served with FfTinger'from 
I9&t until i ' JSJat^loJyNarwin 
Shcboyyan, laid he wouhj not 
have accepted fifflm^'s assign
ment Imd he known of ihe s,extjal 
Abttcc compbrnK -«-« 

Incaurt records, N t i s i i i d j i e 
tijmpliiincit to riow-telirrf) A'uv 
tiiarv Bishop I eo Rm« KyW*1 

limes ihnt Ffiloger licrame-tn-
loAkateil and, then used foul lan
guage. 

Fnther Jnsrco_h Jam^kLf sn 
anrhtfitKeson omcial fram Jm1 
ihifm^h 19S5, said it wa? iifJTtJc 
arthdiocfsc's policy lo irTl n f.ar-
tffa of n priest's drut or AUOIHJI 
problem^. 

Janicki testified that in 1^83 
he talked to Eflinger abouT'the 
problem, but made no inquiries 
l o prevent abuse. 

Janicki also testified that 'he 
was "aware that Eflinger'^Upk 
boys to a cottage up north and 
thai Weakland had been tpjd1 in 
uriting about the trip. 

Around this lime, Effinger 
was sent to Anthony Gillette; a 
Wausau psychologist, fcrevaiua-
tion. He reported to the arcJSdto-
cese that Effingcr admiitedHhai 
he had had sexual contact with a 
number iif youihs over (he yean, 

After Scott IRoeder, Tjt jof 
Sheboygan> tine oT E(finger's jtl* 
icged ^clims^ cantfi fonvBtd in 
late Septtmbtrr Imi, the arylidi-
occw eomidercvl .'• LTn*linp' HUiit-
gvr to Llit Gutsi Hoiiie m f^^)'-
MTcr, Mmn.H lor mpjiljrnl ircnt-
ntent. 

Ftither Thomas Venne. appih-
er diocesan ofificial, said thai be
cause Effingcr had served ,^ol> 
Name for 12 years, parishioners 
would simply be told that his 
lerm had expired. 

"Venne testified thai had 
there been nr> rptfUl (rawtotfoB 
of Roedej ' i c^inrUnint. Holy-
Name Parish would noi have 
been (old ihe true t e w m ilie 
archdiocese removed Effinger,?' 
Elliou said in his briefs. 

Timeliness of complaints 
is left for jury to decide 

A jurv will have to determine 
whether five adults who say they 
were sexually abused as children 
hy I-oi Iter William Ef linger acicd 
quiet ly enough, Milwaukee 
County Circuit Judjte Pr in t T. 
Trivello h,is ruttJ. 

In pretrial rnotitmi Mondiy 
lowyeti for wthtmt and the 
chuidi anjtinl Hint ri>urmenjni1 
o wnni.in who have sought dvil 
<Jjii»n|tr» Ibc the alirjcd abuw 
hricw or ihe wrong fulness of ihe 
SB-IUII SL'II w lh ilte pnei t i and 
that it caused them harm, hut 
they did not act lirfure ilit stat
ute of limitations to tih- siitti 
mni[)!:unn eiplred. 

The fLsur is a enielal one for 
those attempting to seek dam-
ages for asinc they esperien«d 
at children, often years in Ihe 
past. The Inohility of the state to 
prosecuie those ucmsctl of MIL* 
imuoiiduct and the. dtilicnlty of 
seeking civil dnmaem has crKtt-
ed o public derate and piompietl 
cm! Jt£Uluiw, to seek ait elimina
tion or the statute of limitation* 
in such rates 

On another issue, Crivello 
ruled that it is noi a violation of 
the First Amendment protection 
of free exercise of religion for a 

court to determine whether the 
church properly supervised, f̂ f-
finger. 

The state t'rlvello sunt,.c$> 
nut determine whether;-the 
church supervision wnt .ioi;ii.» 
prtate on satmd malten suflj ju 
prayer life, but s^itt it could eval
uate how well it priest vtas stJnJ?-
vised in his dany denlm^virith 
porishioncrs. 

A number ul civil Jnwkui'Ls 
have been brought regardifti-Ef-
finger, 60, who is now scrPih±a 
10-year prison sentence fot'^the 
second-degree sexual assault'of a 
14-ycar-old Shebovgan boy in 
1988. J , 

Scott Roeder and Ncai 'P*t\-
tenbath nrc lw.* of Ihe prooic 
who have filed di ' l l : . - . , , , : • 
ngainsi Effinger, ihe Milwaukee 
Archdioceie and their fMmjr 
parishes. Rocdtr. 37. nllegedl) 
was abused in the luwi'. 's( St 
Mary's Ctthdit, Church in K»-
noshti. Fchrcnhach, 3S, s^'i Hf-
(lnBti tried lu mnlesi liirp tn 
l i l t i at hi:, psrems' home in 
Sheboygan 

Two men and a uoman .vrlio 
have cases pending befort 'Cri
vello have filed their laM-suits 
under aliases ', 

— Marie fto/iili' 
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JOURNAL 11/9/93 

Officials believed priest abused 
kids but kept quiet, records say 
By MARIE ROHM 
31993 The Mggrauhwi Journal 

Time after time, officials of the Milwaukee Cath
olic Archdiocese were made aware of "believable 
•it. - UILOM;. ' that Father William lEITingef had st\u-

ally abustd LLhi1i5rcn and had a drinking pmhlfm 
Hut the troubled mien WW moved quietly front 

parish to parish w i iWn iinyone being warned of 
the allegations or of xny h;.rm he might cause. 

IIHICCLI, if their bad bden no public: in o f o 
tnmphimt filed b> ScoH ttoeJer, nt> unc yfflUld 
hove Itomeil the true reason for his ncJiwvul fmm 
his last parish, according to testimony quoted In 
court documents made public at a reporter's re
quest. 

Eflinger, 60 is serving a 10-year prison sentence 

lor sexually abusing a 14-year-old boy at Holy 
Name Catholic Charch in Sheboygan, the last par
ish where Effingcrserved, 

He, ihe archdiocese and the parishes *her* 
trfmgrr KCntd ;ITC also being stud in i.i-.-i] couri by 
a number of men nnd ^'oiiwn v̂ho cli im ihey wore 
vieiim^ed by ihe priest when ihey wwt children. 

La^tuiu broughT by five of ihow altered victim; 
Are pending hemic Milwaukee Qniniy Clrtufi 
JudilL* Frank f. Crivelto At the request of defense 
Ijiwy-m, Orvdio has oakiftJ thill lesmmwy t j icn 
in pretrial depositions from several top 1u:al church 
[jfliciaLs not be made public. 

However, briefs filed by Robert Elliott, a lawyer 
representing the alleged victims, are part of the 

Please see Abuse page t 
L&v**) 
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Sheboygan priest in treatment 
after allegation of sex abuse 
By MARIE ROHDE 
Journal religion reporter 

A Roman Catholic priest who 
was removed as pastor of a She-

. boygan parish because of allega
tions thai he sexually abused a 
youth 23 years ago was immediate* 
ly placed in a ireatmeni program, 
according to a Milwaukee Archdio
cese spokesman. 

However, ihe spokesman conk! 
not say why arch diocesan leaders 
allowed Father William J. Effinger 
to continue as pastor of Hffly 
Name Catholic Church for several 
weeks aftenthey were aware of the 
complaint and Effinger announced 
he was resigning for persona! rea
sons. Effinger has been at the par
ish for about 13 years. 

Archbishop Rembcrt Weakland 
said be personally would respond 
to any inquiries from the media 
regarding ilie situation. Weakland 
first went to Holy Name Catholic 
Church in Shebuygan, where he 
met with parish employes, school 

staff. pa ns! tinners and others re
garding the allegations made public 
by the alleged victim on W1SN-TV 
(Channel 12). 

Sexual abuse of children by 
Catholic priests and allegations that 
the church has not reacted appro
priately to such charges have 
rocked ihe church in recent years. 
\ number of civil and criminal 
lawsuits have been filed in Milwau
kee and uificr dioceses, 

Last mouth, Weakland told 
pnests who gathered for a closed-
door meeting that any priest who 
was accused of sexual misconduct 
would not receive a pastoral assign
ment, Three priests who have been 
accused of such conduct are cur
rently assigned to routine clerical 
work. 

Several years ago, Weakland 
wrote thai he could not force a 
man to resign from the priesthood 

The man who accused Effinger 
said the sexual abuse happened 23 
years ago in Kenosha. The man, 
now in his 30s. has since married 

and moved to Sheboygan.iwhcrc 
two of his children attend11 Holy 
Name elementary school. He said 
he did not report the incident until 
learning that Effinger was the par
ish pastor. He said he feared other 
children, including his own? could 
he abused by the priest. 

Channel 12 played a taped con
versation the man allegedly had 
with the priest and one of'fts re
porters also interviewed the priest. 
who did not deny the man's allega
tions. 

Channel 12 also broadcasr'com-
ments from a young woman11 who 
alleged thai Effinger fondled her 
breasts and approached her. two 
younger brothers. Channel 12 
News Director Fred D'Am'brosi 
said the woman was a minor/at the 
time of the incident. ••A 

Police said no complaints had 
been filed against the priest. 

Neither the man nor the young 
woman were named, and-their 
faces were electronically disguised 
on camera. 

't 
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JlRCHBlSHOP REMBEfIT WEAKLAND 
questeiS'aiLd^ent caS. 

Church's reaction tp '•' 
reports of sex abuse has ; 
evolved, archbishop says 

By VtAHIE ROHDE 
t i l 992. ?l« mftaiJiM Journal _ 

When Archbishop Rcroiert 
Weakland learned of allegations 
thai a priest was sejaially abusing^ 
young boy I-1 years ago, he fol
lowed the advice of psychologists" 
and In him continue pasioral work. 

3m in 3 nmartably candid in
terview wiih The Jouaut on Tues
day, Weakland acknowledged thai 
despite assurances !hat the priest 

could continue, parish work, his 
•decision "may have been a bad 
judgment.calf." . "° 'V; 

Weakland said that if. he heard 
cf a pnest abusing a'child todays he 
would call the police, 

Weaiiand talked about the 
problems of the pries!. Father Wil
liam J. Effinger, who stepped down 
Sunday as pastor of Sheboygait's 
Holy Name Catholic Church -after 
admitting to new charts that he 
xxuaUy abused another" boy; who 
was 13. 23 years ago. He also dis
cussed h e * the ehureh had dealt 
with such accusal ions" in the past 
and ho* American bishops, were 
now wrestling with ihe problem. 

WeakUnd's" candor was an 

jibrupt depurture. Prom the unwrit-. 
jer. atvhdtocsHin policy ofmating 
tm!* ths most minimal public" rate-. 
hicnts when a priest is accused of 
iny," misconduct, especially ;se»ual 
[misconduct. Generally, priests" re
sign for "personal reasons," and 
parishioners learn of events 
through news accounts. 

The lotah who said, he was 
abused by Hffmger recently con
tacted • the archdiocese and 
WISX-TV (Channel 12). He save 
•to the television station a tape re
cording of a. conversation in which' 
the priest acknowledged tile abuse • 
pnd also said he had abused one-

athcrchildycaraaso. ' •, i jjp 
i Of the accusation against Effin

gcr made about 14 years ago. 
We;Hand said: 

: T h e farijily csrr.eto ice me but 
they didn't'want; to presi charges.- I. 
seru:.him [Effinger! for'psyih'oicgi-
cal evaluation and would'noi reas
sign him imti) a psythiairis! told 
me he was wdi enough io handle 
it." 

. In those, days, Weakland said, 
sexual abuse of children was .not 
taken as seriously as it is today. 
. .^Psychologis:s didn't.under
stand the implications.oi' sexual 
abuse cm children;" he said, "ft was" 
btltcicd thai childrenjiefetioiful
ly developed pyscho-seiLdally and 
thai ttic abase -would have no las> 
ingimpact ™- • 

. — , ; . 

Weakland said h;H was .assured "J? 
year later thai" Effinjer could bS' 
assigned to 'another-, parish Witis 

-ihe reassignrTicnL',Weaklard;Sata;; 
he required-Efflnjer tosuorntt'-fci^: 
batiery ofpsychoiopcal lesisever/; 
two years '—' .1 move th^t wfJF ' 
beyond what: was generally recom
mended at the lime-by psycho!^-. 
cal authorities - ". , < s ' 

"That'may have been a" biitfi 
judgment tall, t u t 1 tnoLgrx ti-wat 
doing more ihan was rving recrirn'ii 
mended," Weakland .said SEwatJ 
wiih the tests,! wa.sgetting'warned! 
abqut him recently' beoutse of bjjil 
excessive drinking Hijjdrintfjflgl 

. ft^^-jtrt- weak land page 17.;" "y<j 
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Catholic Church A\ji_u/. 3i,uSL/-Wi- Jojai/fi 

Sheboygan priest on leavej 
after claim of sex abuse •( 
Effinger admits to 
incident that man says 
occurred 20 years ago 

By MARIE ROHDE 
journal roigon tenoner 

Eaihcr Wil l iam J. Effinger. pas
tor o f Holy Nnme Catholic Church 
in Sheboygan, has been placed on 
administrative leave aficr a man 
complained itint (he priest abused 
him when he was a child more than 
20 years ago while at another 
church. 

The man. who is nuw mamcd 
nnd has children attending Holy 
Name's elementary school, said he 
was abused by b'ffingcr in Kenosha 
when he was 13. He loki no one o f 
the incident until he learned that 
Effinger was at Holy Name. The 
man said he was concerned thul 
cither children, including his own, 
could be molested by the priest. 

On FJiday. Eflinger was inter
viewed by reporter Angie Morcschi 
o f WISN-TV (Channel I2J, He ac
knowledged in a report aired Sun
day lhat he had sexual ermlaci witii 
the alleged vieiim, 

The aichdiocesc had no enm-
ntctil on the allegations b i l l eon. 
f irmed lhat Effinger had been 
pbLcd on administrative leave, a 
move lhat look many in ihe parish 
by surprise, 

Archbishop Rcinberi Weakland, 
Chancellor Ralph Uross and others 
were meeting Monday and a smic-
menl could be released later, ac
cording lo Tather Leonard Van 
Vhiendercn, WcakJimd's secrelnry-

Effotts to reach Effingcr for 
comment Monday were unsuccess
ful. 
- In Ihe Channel 12 report Sun-

"day night, the man said he decided 
to go public wilh the allegations 
after he look them to ihe Milwau
kee Calliolie Archdiocese and was 
told that the priest would be re
moved wnhin a monih, according 
to 1 red D'Ambrosi , I lie W ] S N 
news director, 

D'Ambrosi said tiie Sunday seg
ment, which ran about seven min-
illcs, was the lust rtf a scries Oft the 
topic. 

The man. wimsc image was ut
tered clcctronicaliy by Channel 12, 
snid he was working its it biLs boy in 
a Kenosha tcjUiUTanl when he met 
the priest. The man was a Catholic 

and knew lhat Effingcr was it 
priest, although he did not attend 
Eflingcr*s parish. , i 

INCIDENT DESCWB6D ,' 

Effinger came lo the restaurant 
where ihe alleged victim worked, 
had a beer and ihcn ollerect to give 
the boy a ride home, the man said 
in the Channel 12 interview. In
stead, he drove the boy 10 an area 
that is now ihe Bong Rceiration 
Ccnier nnd performed oral sex on 
the boy He ihcn d r a w the boy 
home, 

The incident never was reported 
to anyone, (he man said. . 

The mon, wearing a concealed 
tape recorder, recently confronted 
Effinger and Effinger acknowl
edged ihe incident tiad occurred. In 
icsponsc to Ihe man's nuestions, he 
said there liad been one other 
yoath. wi ih whom he had been 
sexuallj involved. [ 

Tlic man said he had been inter
viewed by a psychologist seiu by 
ihe archdiocese who ^determined 
lhat his complaint could be credi
ble The man then wits ink! ilw 
prrcit would be reassigned wilhin a 
month, 

Although police sources said 
there have been rumors lhal Effin
ger was being investigated by other 
police jurisdictions Valeric Black, 
ihe school principal, said she and 
others were unaware o f the allega
tions until viewing |he Channel 12 
report Sunday night. 

Black said Effinger, who has 
been a! the parish for 13 years, is 
wcll-likcd and respected in the par- • 
ish Although Ihe r™st | la f( | l l t | , 
contact with the students in the 
school, a group o f counselors were 
scheduled lo come to ihe school 
Monday morning to work wi ih the 
students, she said." 

Another priest. Father Peter 
Bums, was convicted in Apri l of 
second-degree sexual assault o f a 
13-year-old boy, an incident that 

occurred in Ihe rectory of another 
.Sheboygan Catholic church, St. Pe
ter Clave r. 

Originally, he had been charged 
with three counts of second-degree 
sexual assault, but lhat was reduced ' 
to a single OOBIH as pan of a plea 
bargain. He'Was sentenced to nine 
months in jai l and 10 years of 
probation. He now is working in 
the Milwaukee Catholic archdioce- i 
sail chancery--. /• ' 
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June 21, I960 

The Rev. William J , Effinger 

ihorewood, Wisconsin 

Dear Father Effinger: 

This letter is to inform you that you are herewith 
appointed Assistant at St, Mary's Par ish , Kenosha, effective 
Thursday, July 7, i960. You will kindly report on that date to 
the pastor, Father Raymond Leng. 

Under separate cover you will receive a signed 
copy of the Faculties of the Archdiocese. 

May I again assure you that you are always most 
welcome to discuss any of your problems with me, 

With the warmest of personal regards and wishing 
you God's choicest blessings in your priestly work, 1 am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Milwaukee 

fr^ 
i 
0 

ADOM008548 



January 30. 1961 

The Rev« William J. Eflinger 

Kenosha, Wisconsin 

pear Father Effinger; 

At the request of Father Verhalen, divisional 
Spiritual Director for the area, and Father Knoernschild, the 
Archdiocesan Scout Chaplain, I am asking you to serve aa 
Scout Chaplain for Division 6 which embraces the Kenosha area. 

Tour interest in the work prompts me to second the 
choice of the above-mentioned priests and I wish you every 
spiritual joy in your discharge o£ the attendant duties. 

With warm personal regards, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Most Reverend William £« Cousins 
Archbishop of Milwaukee 

& 
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August 28, 2,963 

The Reverend Will iam $gg$j%f»x 
6t» Mary'8 Faxieh 

/ 

Kenosha, Wisconsin 

Dear Father Effingers 

X hereby appoint you an Instructor of Religion at 
St* Joseph's High School* Kenosha* for the coming scholastic 
year* 

Please report to Father L* A. oamleder, principal 
of St. Joseph's Sigh School* as soon as possible» 

With warm personal regards* 2 am 

Sincerely yours in Christ* 

Most fteverend William B» Cousins 
Archbishop of Milwaukee 

I 
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February 13, 1964 

Tha Rev. William Kffinger 

Kenosha» Wisconsin 53140 

Dear Father Effinger* 

At the recommendation of Father James Doheay and 
because 1 am aware of your interest in Vocations* I &ro appointing 
you a s an Associate Dirsctor for our Program, l a m confident 
that your zeal and dedication will find modes of expression that 
will be of great help in this very important field. 

You are asked to attend a meeting to be held in the basement 
hall of the Cathedral Rectory at ZlOG on the afternoon of Wednesday, 
February 19th. At this time'your duties will be more clearly 
defined. 

Looking forward to the privilege of greeting you personally 
at this meeting, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Most Reverend William E, Cousins 
Archbishop of Milwaukee 

FY 
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August 29, 1964 

The Reverend William J. Effinger / 
St, Mary's Parish 

Kenosha, Wisconsin 

Dear Father Effingert 

1 hereby appoint you an Instructor of Religion 
at St. Joseph's High School* Kenosha, for the coming 
scholastic year. 

Please report to Father I*. A* Darnieder, Principal 
of St. Joseph's High School* as soon as possible* 

Kith warm personal regards, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ* 

Most Reverend William E. Cousins 
Archbishop of Milwaukee, 

S) W 
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September 7t 1965 

The Reverend Willi em J, Effinger 
St. Mary's Pariah, ~ «*-*-"• 

/ 

>shat Wisconsin 33140 

Sear Father Effing**! 

I hereby appoint you a Part*#inie Instructor of Religion 
at St. Joseph's High School, Kenosha, for the coming 
scholastic year. 

Please report to Father J*eslie A. Darnieder, Principal 
of St* Joseph's High School, as soon as possible. 

With »axm personal regards, 1 am 

Sincerely yours in Christ* 

Most Reverend William E. Cousins 
Archbishop of Milwaukee 
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July 29, 19«6 

Ihe Reverend William J. Effinger 
Assistant, St. Mazy Parish 

• , ni.acoasii> 53140 

Dear Father Effinger: 

I hereby appoint you to act as District Director 
for the Catholic Youth organisation of District Six 
(Kenosha County). This appointneat is to take effect 
immediately. 

You nay contact Father Jolm Snaejen at the Catholic 
Youth Office for further information as to what your 
duties will be. 

Good luck, and God's blessing in your work. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Most Reverend William E. Cousins 
Arehbishop of Milwaukee 
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._>/. Illarij C-nurcfi 

^Ktnoika, Wiieonlin 

The Most Reverend William E. Cousins, B.D, 
Archbishop of Milwaukee 
2000 W. Wisconsin Ave. 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Most Reverend and Dear Archbishop, 

After due consideration of the entire situation, and with the 

approval of Father Raymond G. Leng, pastor of St. Mary's, I hopefully 
_»^»-"—~—~^=—"""""*"•*"-~"1 " '"'.:.--v,^--;si-^.-^„_ 

request that, when the transfer or assistants is considered, my name 

will be passed over, I. aia-Very happy here and feel that I am doing 

my work here. 

•' 

Again, hopefully and obediently, 
Yours in Christ, 

(Rev .) William T^BffiQj E£tinge 
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May 16, 1972 

>^\ Reverend William J. Effinger y 
St. Mary Parish 

D 

v̂ 

Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140 

Dear Father Effinger: 

Following the recommendation of the Personnel Board 
regarding your assignment, I herewith transfer you from 
your present position as Associate Pastor at St. Mary 
parish, Kenosha, and appoint you Associate Pastor at 
St. Aloysius parish, West Allis, effective June 13, 1972, 
You will kindly report on that date to the Pastor, Monaignor 
Oscar P. Winninghoff. 

With the warmest of personal regards and wishing you 
God's choicest blessings, I am 

Fraternally Yours in Christ, 

Most Reverend William E. Cousins 
Archbishop of Milwaukee 
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July 18* 1973 

Reverend William J . Effinger v 
St . Aloysius Pariah 

West A l l i s , Wisconsin 53214 

Pear Father Effinger; 

Following the recommendation of the Personnel Board 
regarding your assignment, I herewith t ransfer you from 
your present pos i t i on as Associate Pastor a t S t . Aloysius 
par i sh , West A l l i s , and appoint you Associate Pastor a t 
S t . Francis de Sales par i sh , Lake Geneva, effect ive 
July 27, 1973. You w i l l kindly repor t on tha t date to 
the Pastor , Father Joseph H. Mueller. 

With the warmest of personal regards and wishing you 
God's choices t b l e s s ings , I am 

Fra te rna l ly Yours i n Chri3t , 

Most Reverend William E» Cousins 
Archbishop of Milwaukee 
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June 11, 1979 

'I ! 
i ' i i 

: i 
11 

j ; 

I 
i i n 

The Reverend William J. Effinger 
St. Mary's Church 

Peshtigo, Wisconsin 54157 

Dear Father Effinger} 

Following the recommendation of the Priests' Personnel Board, His 
Excellency, the Most Reverend Rembert G. Weakland, O.S.B., herewith 
appoints you temporary administrator of St. Peter of Alcantara Parish, 
Port Washington, Wisconsin, until a new pastor is appointed. This 
appointment is effective June 19, 1979. 

As temporary administrator, you come under the provisions of Canon 
474, have the responsibility of the Fro Populo Mass on Sundays and 
Holy Days of obligation, enjoy the rights of a pastor in accord with 
Canon 465, and are authorised to sign checks on all parish accounts 
to cover ordinary expenditures and to meet payroll obligations. Please 
note that in keeping with Canon 436, pending a pastoral appointment 
to St. Peter of Alcantara Parish, no changes are to be made. Urgent 
matters should be referred to the Archbishop. 

With prayerful best wishes, I am 

Fraternally yours in the Lord, 

(Rev.) Robert G. Sampon 
Chancellor 

RGS/mk 

cct Rev. Joseph P. Hornacek 
Priests' Personnel Board 
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July 27, 1979 

TheBgveroD^WilliagW^Sffineer- J • 

Port Washington, Wisconsin 53074. 

Dear Father Effinger: -

Following the recommendation of the Personnel Board re
garding your assignment, 1 herewith transfer you from your 
present position as Associate Pastor at St. Francis de Sales 
Parish, Lake Geneva, and appoint you Associate Pastor at 
Holy Name Parish, Sheboygan, effective August 14, 1979. You 
will kindly report on that-date to the Pastor, Father Melvin 
H. Uacoskle. -

Accept my prayers and good wishes as you move on to a 
new area of priestly work. — -

Sincerely yours In the Lord, 

Most Reverend Bembert O. Weakland, O.S.B. 
Archbishop of Milwaukee 
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August 8, 1980 

Robert T. Kolodzlnski, Grand Knight 
Our Lady of the Rosary Council 722 — 

Knights of Columbus 
3017 Saemann Avenue 
Sheboygan, Wisconsin 53081 

Dear Mr. Kolodzlnski, 

I gladly approve of the appointment of the Reverend 
William Effinger as your Council .Chaplain. 

May God bless you and him in your work. . _, 

Sincerely yours in the Lord, 

Most Reverend Rembert G. Weakland, O.S.B, 
Archbishop of Milwaukee 

CC: Father William Effinger 
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September 2, 1981 

The Reverend William J. Effinger 
Holy Name Parish 

y 
Sheboygan, Wisconsin 53081 

Dear Father Effinger: 

Following the recommendation of the Personnel Board re
garding your assignment, and with the concurrence of the 
Archbishop, 1 herewith transfer you from your present posi
tion as Associate Pastor at Holy Name Parish, Sheboygan, and 
appoint you Pastoral Team Member and Administrator at Holy 
Name Parish, Sheboygan, effective September 18, 1981. Father 
James W. Hess is appointed Pastoral Team Member at the 
parish. 

You and your fellow Team Member are both reminded that 
the required Profession of Faith will be made in the context 
of the Installation Ceremony to be scheduled in the near 
future at your parish. 

In keeping with the Term of Office Policy inaugurated 
August 1, 1980, your assignment will exist for a period of 
up to six years from its effective date and after that will 
be reviewed for possible extension. 

Accept my prayers and good wishes as you move on to a 
new area of priestly work. 

Sincerely yours in the Lord, 

Reverend Joseph A. Janicki 
Vicar for Priest Personnel 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF MILWAUKEE 
Priests'Personnel Board 

June 5, 1987 

The Reverend William J. Effinger S 
Holv Name Parish 

Sheboygan, Wisconsin 53081 

Dear Father Effinger: 

I am happy to inform you that Archbishop Rembert Weakland 
accepts your decision to change your status from Administrator 
and Pastoral Team Member to Pastor at Holy Name Parish in 
Sheboygan, effective June 16, 1987. I ask that you communi
cate this change to the members of your parish at your earliest 
convenience. I hope you understand that this change in status 
does not affect your current term of office. 

The Archbishop has asked me to convey his greetings and best 
wishes to you. May God continue to bless you in your priestly 
ministry. 

Sincerely yours, 

Reverend Eugene C. Neuman 
Executive Secretary 
Priests' Personnel Board-

CC: Chancery Office"" 
Clergy Personnel Office 
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ARCHDIOCESE 
OF MILWAUKEE 
3501 SOUTH LAKE DRIVE • P O B 0 X 2 O 1 8 * MILWAUKEE. WISCONSIN S3201 • PHONE ,114/769 3300 

OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP 

September 2, 1988 

The Reverend William J. Effinger 
Holy Name Parish 

Sheboygan, Wisconsin 53081 

Dear Bill, 

Bruce H. Kunert, Grand Knight of Our Lady of the Rosary 
Council 722 of the Knights of Columbus, wrote me recently 
asking that I reappointment you their Chaplain for another 
term. 

If you have no problems with this, Bill, please look upon 
my letter then as one of such official reappointment. 

Thanks for all you do for us. 

Sincerely yours in the Lord, 

Most Reverend Rembert G. Weakland, O.S.B. 
Archbishop of Milwaukee 

cc: Bruce H. Kunert, Grand Knight 
KC Council 722 

ADOM008570 



ARCHDIOCESE OF MILWAUKEE 
3501S. Lake Drive • P.O. Box 07912 • Milwaukee, WI53207-0912 • (414) 769-3300 

Office of Auxiliary Bishop 

October 23, 1992 

Dear Parishioners of Holy Name: 

Because of personal issues the Archdiocese of Milwaukee has 
reques ted that Father William Effinger leave Holy Name Parish on 
Friday October 23, 1992, sooner than initially anticipated. 

We ask your p raye r s for Father Effinger and for the par ish 
dur ing this transition period. 

ncerely, A Sincerely , 

4 

Most Reverend Richard J . Sklba 
Vicar General 
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ARCHDIOCESAN RESPONSE 

Following today's hearing on Father Effinger's case, the 

Archdiocese of Milwaukee once again acknowledges the serious nature of 

any circumstance of sexual abuse or misconduct. In all cases, we want 

to minister with compassion to both the victim and the perpetrator. We 

hope that the continued collaboration between the archdiocese and civil 

authorities will bring about just and pastoral responses to any 

situation involving misconduct, 
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ARCHDIOCESE 
OF MILWAUKEE 
3501 SOUTH LAKE DRIVE • P.O. BOX 07912 • MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 532070912 • PHONE 414ff69-33O0 

OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP 

October 29, 1992 

The Archbishop and the ent i re Diocese are indeed sad about 

new allegations concerning Father William Eff inger. 

We are eager to hear of anyone who has been abused and wi l l 

indeed look into every case to see what help might be needed. We 

request people to call.. £^thee=^est4&eane - 4l4-769-3$SS? We hope 

that in th is way we wi l l be able to get at the root of the problem 

for the present and to do our best so that such sad events do not 

occur in the f u t u r e . 

Archbishop Rembert G. Weakland, OSB 

ADOM008577 



MCITOCESETOOF MILWAUKEE 
CHANCRRY 

December 4, 1996 

Dear Father/Deacon, 

With hope in the resurrection we commend to the Lord 
REVEREND WILLIAM JOSEPH EFFINGER 
who died on December 4, 1996. 

Father Effinger was born on December 26, 1932 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
Father attended the major and minor seminary at St. Francis Seminary, 
He was ordained to the priesthood for the Archdiocese of Milwaukee by 
Most Reverend William E. Cousins on May 28, 1960 at St. John Cathedral. 

Father Effinger's first pastoral assignment was as assistant pastor at 
St. Mary Parish in Kenosha where he served for twelve years beginning 
on July 7, 1960. Father then served as associate pastor at St. Aloysius 
Parish in West Allis for a year and at Francis de Sales Parish in Lake 
Geneva for six years. On August 14, 1979, Father moved to Holy Name 
Parish in Sheboygan where he served initially as associate pastor for 
two years and then as administrator and team member for six years. He 
was then named pastor on June 16, 1987. 

He served in that capacity until October 1992. Father was diagnosed 
with cancer in September 1996. Efforts on the part of the Archdiocese 
to obtain on his behalf an early medical release or transfer to hospice 
care were unsuccessful and Father eventually died in the infirmary in 
Dodge. 

At Father's request, following cremation, A PRIVATE MEMORIAL MASS will 
be offered on Monday, December 9, 1996 at 10:30 a.m. at St. Francis of 
Assisi Chapel at the Cousins Center. 

Members of the Purgatorial Society will please offer the prescribed 
Mass for the repose of his soul and pray for Father Effinger's 
intentions. May he rest in peace. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

/Barbara Anne Cusack 
Chancellor 

3501 South Ukc Drive, P.O. Box 07912 
Milwaukee, Wl 53207-0912 • (414)769-3340 
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& 
CATHOLIC 
CHARITIES 

of the Archdiocese 
of Milwaukee, Inc. 

AUG 2 2 1997 
A u g u s t 2 1 , 1997 

3501 S.Lake Drive 
P.O. Box 07912 

Milwaukee, 
WI53207-0912 

41^769-3400 
FAX4IW9-3428 

Dear Mr.H 

Archbishop Rembert Weakland and Father Dan Sanders have forwarded your 
heartfelt letter of August 9, 1997, to me, I am the Coordinator for the 
Archdiocesan Response to Sexual Abuse. 

I am sorry to hear that there is yet another victim of Father William Effinger who 
has been hurt by Father's behaviors. I would encourage you in the strongest of 
terms to encourage and bring | forward so that we may provide 
the kind of help and care which will restore his psychological and spiritual well-
being. 

I have enclosed a copy of the Project Benjamin brochure. The Archdiocese of 
Milwaukee is committed to assuring the safety of the people of God from the kinds 
of offenses committed by Father Effinger to the extent with which it is humanly 
possible. Archbishop Weakland and Auxiliary Bishop Richard Sklba have taken 
the issue of pedophilia and sexual abuse at the hands of church personnel 
extremely seriously. The archdiocese has instituted policies and procedures to 
screen all church personnel who work with youth and has openly encouraged any 
victims unknown to us to come forward, not only to receive the appropriate care 
which they deserve, but also to allow effective action to be taken to assure that this 
kind of tragedy does not happen again. The archdiocese also openly encourages 
anyone who witnesses inappropriate behaviors on the part of Church employees, 
both clergy and lay personnel, to report these behaviors and suspicions 
immediately to the Vicar for Clergy, Project Benjamin, and/or the office for Parish 
and School Personnel. 

Please inform • • of the services available to him through my 
office. If he needs your support m coming forward, I again encourage you to walk 
with him in that process so that healing can occur. If you have any questions 
about the process or the services which are available through my office, please give 
me a call (414-769-3436). 

Member 
Catholic Charities USA 

Unlbed 
wag 
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August 21,1997 
Page 2 

Your love for the Roman Catholic Church is appreciated. I do believe on the topic 
of sexual abuse by clergy or other church personnel, we are united in the need to 
be ever more vigilant so that no one need fear that it is unsafe to be a child of God. 

Sincerely, 

Eli^iMih C. Piasecki, PsyD. 
Coordinator, Archdiocesan Response to Sexual Abuse 
Director, Project Benjamin 

ECP:saz 

cc: Archbishop Rembert Weakland 
Bishop Richard J. Sklba 

^^/Reverend Thomas Kerstein, Vicar for Clergy 
Father Dan Sanders, Holy Name Parish 
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^ 5 6 3 . William Effinger 
On September 18, 2000 I received a telephone call from Funeral 
Director Charles Rettke (920-457-3883) of Sheboygan who reported 
that Fr. Effingerrs s is ter , I R had approached him with a 
request that a tree be quietly planted on the parish grounds of Holy 
Name with the cremains interred at its roots as a memorial to her 
brother . Consultation with Barbara Ann Cusack confirmed my 
conviction that this was not a good idea because of the ongoing 
surfacing of disturbed families, the inevitable publicity of such an 
event and the necessity to contact Holy Name Parish leadership as an 
independent entity in Sheboygan. After a brief similar discussion 
with the Archbishop I called Mr. Rettke to recommend that an 
alternative arrangement be made, especially since the law of the 
Church suggests that cremains are to be treated in the same way as 
all mortal remains and since the Effinger family was historically 
associated with St. Robert Parish in Shorewood and therefore might 
have some available relationship to an Archdiocesan cemetery in the 
Milwaukee Metropolitan area. Later that same day the Archbishop 
concurred with the impossibility of such an arrangement. 

633. William Effinger 
l/* On October 25, 2000 I received a phone call from Funeral Director, 

Chuck Rettke of Sheboygan (920-457-3883) indicating resistance from 
Archdiocesan Cemetery officials regarding the burial of the cremains 
in the Effinger family plot with paren ts . I proceeded to speak with 
Greg Apostoloff who reported that a vault is required In order to 
give proper respect to cremains as well as to full body burial, and 
that the family monument allows no space for such interment in the 
plot. He also indicated that some modest payment is allowed for 
pauper burial through Milwaukee County and if another plot were 
chosen and as a final comment offered to absorb the cost of such 
interment by the Cemetery if other resources were unavailable. The 
following morning I spoke with Chuck Rettke who promised to contact 
Fr . Thomas Venne in order to see if there were any remaining 
resources in Fr . Effinger's estate and to follow through with 
arrangements with Greg Apostoloff (which I assured could be paid 
for by the Archdiocese if needed, especially given the fact that the 
Funeral Home had absorbed the entire cost of the Effinger funeral 
without contribution from the family or the Archdiocese. 

RJS 
r 

694. William Effinger 
On November 29, 2000 1 received a note from personal representative Fr. T. 
Venne indicating that there are still some few possessions stored in locker 
#29 at Cousins Center and encouraging the Archdiocese to help make 
decisions in disposing of the materials in any way deemed helpful. 

RJS 
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380. Effinger, Bill 
On October 30, 1995 I wrote Bill Effinger to inform him that hiB 
pension was paid to St. Michael's Priest Fund and that we intend 
to remain current in his account by making payment to the fund 
for him at the end of each fiscal year. 

CCS 

9. William Effinger 
On January 11, 1996 at the request of Barbara Ann Cusack, I sent a 
letter informing Bill of the inception of a penal process which could 
lead to dismissal from the clerical s ta te . 

RJS 

28. Effinger, William 
on January 25, 1996 I met with Bill Effinger at the Oshkosh 
Correctional Institution. He is doing well and he seems to be in 
good spirits. 

CCS 

190. Effinger, Bill 
On July 16, 1996 I stopped to see Bill at the Oshkosh 
Correctional Facility. We had a good visit. His spirits are 
good. There wasn't much substantial conversation, sort of 
keeping up about old friends and how they are doing. His 
mandatory release date is 2000 and he doesn't feel there is any 
possibility for parole prior to that. There is also serious 
question after 2000 because of the new predator laws. 

CCS 

220. Effinger, Bill 
On August 28, 1996 Fr. Mike Koch called from the Correctional 
Institution in Oshkosh. He reported that Fr. Bill is failing and 
there is fear of cancer. I returned the call to Fr. Mike Koch in 
Oshkosh. He said he would make every effort to be supportive to 
Bill at this time. Bill is losing weight rapidly and Mike will 
give us a report as soon as Bill has paid a visit to a physician. 

CCS 

230. Effinger, Bill 
On September 11, 1996 Tom Venne called relative to Bill 
Effinger's health. His problem is still unresolved although he 
is now seeing a physician and going through a battery of tests. 

CCS 

31• Effinger, Bill 

to have „ 1 O I , o a n c « " ^ e r y tid.J. " ° " *"" " « ' « ' 

SKS 
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374. Effinger, William 
On March 18, 1994, I visited with William Effinger at Oshkosh 
Correctional Institution. Bill has begun the preliminary stages 
of being involved in the program for Sex Offenders. He has been 
moved to a unit with about 60 inmates involved in this program. 
Bill seems to keep a positive attitude. He said in regards to 
new allegations we receive, that he has admitted to those he did, 
and denies any other misconduct. 

RTV 

204. William Effinger 
On April 2, 1994 I was presented with letter from 

who expressed a 
great deal of alientation and anger as a result of alleged 
victimization by Fr. Effinger in Kenosha many years ago. After 
consultation with Dr. Elisabeth Piasecki I formulated a response and 
an invitation to discuss the matter further if desired. 

RJS 

523. Effinger, William 
On April 25, 1994, I visited William Effinger at Oshkosh 
Correctional. Bill said that he is in the Sex Offender Program, 
but it is slow because it is being revised. He is also a tutor 
now. I had him sign a settlement agreement for 
Bill denies this and was reluctant to sign. 

RTV 

J246. William Effinger 
On April 28, 1994 I met with Dr. Elizabeth Piasecki who appealed for 
Borne special consideration for • ^ ^ ^ • • • • i in view of the fact 
that the negotiated settlement included $13,000.00 for back bills 
(within one^year which, in all probability, will not be requested 
because H H is not sufficiently organized to retrieve back bills 
at this time), $15,000.00 in cash and 5 years of out-patient 
treatment at a maximum of $5,000.00 per year, and in view of the 
serious risk of suicide and family backlash in Lake Geneva and with 
the assurance through Liz from l^^^^^^Bmother, • ^ ^ H ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H 

• ^ ^ • ^ ^ ^ H that this would clearly demonstrate the Church's good 
will and provide an opportunity for rehabilitation, I authorized a 
single month's in-patient treatment at Hazleton. At the request of 
Dr. Piasecki I called H ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H on April 29, 1994 in order to 
discuss the matter and then called Hazleton to guarantee payment*for 
one month's treatment at $9,100.00 cost. 

RJS 

716. Effinger, William 
on June 15, 1994, I visited Bill Effinger at Oshkosh 
Correctional. He is doing tutoring and is involved in the Sex 
Offender Program. 

RTV 
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855. Effinger, William 
On November 13, 1992 I spoka to Dan Sanders who informed me that 5 
detectives had come to Holy Name Parish and were there for 3 1/2 hra. 
looking through the personal effects of William Effinger. Since the 
Parish stored some of Bill's things in the convent and Dan had no key 
they broke the door to gain entry. RTV 

879. Effinger, William 
On November 20, 1992 I visited with William Effinger at Guest House 
in Rochester. 1 met with him alone to explain what has happened and 
the publicity and people who have come forward. I met also with Bill 
and Counselors I They indicated Bill is 
focusing on his ureatmen^ror^a^ono^^Dut they realize other issues 
of sexuality need to be dealt with. They told Bill his stay there 
could continue for a month or two more but felt he could transfer 
even now. | (called St. Luke's, and explained the general 
details without identifying Bill and St. Luke's agreed he would be a 
candidate for treatment and they did have space available even if 
charges were to be brought. We agreed to continue at Guest House, 
since they and Bill felt it was a benefit to be at Guest House, and 
until we know more about possible charges. Bill told me afterwards 
that he wasn't convinced he needed St. Luke's because he felt his 
drinking was responsible for his actions. He did say earlier that ha 
realized how as an alcoholic he had been lying to himself and was now 
facing the drinking honestly. He was sharing his sexuality problems 
with a psychiatrist whom he sees weekly, and feels it has been 
helpful to him. On 11/24/92 I contacted Mark Sprangers, a trustee of 
Holy Name, Sheboygan, to inform him that Bill did have the title of 
the car in the parish name. He gave him the license number, and he 
will see how to proceed to make the appropriate change. 

RTV 

909. Effinger, William ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
On December 1, 1992 1 spoke with M Jfrom Guest House. He 
called to inform us that St. Luke'slris^^ite would have space 
abailable for Bill Effinger on Jan. 6. I informed him that we had 
received word from our attorney that Bill would be charged the week 
of Jan. 11. We would prefer to continue at Guest House, until we 
know what the result of the charges will be. He will talk to Bill to 
see what Bill has heard from his atty. Gerald Boyle. They are open 
to his continuing at Guest House. 

RTV 
719. William Effinger ____ 

On November 25, 1992 I joined Dr. Liz Piasecki in meeting with M M H 
• • • • • who alleged serious sexual abuse by Fr. William Effinger in 
St. Francis de Sales Church in Lake Geneva some twenty years ago when 
• H H H w a s a girl of, 8 or 9 years old. After her comments which 

719. William Effinger (cont'd) 
seemed credible she asked for some assistance in meeting counseling 
bills on the basis of the offers broadcast through the Kenosha area 
where her family resides. She placed our office in contact with a 
Psychotherapist by the name of ^•^^HlH^^Bi-" West Bend 

v'. 

RJS 
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777. Effinger, William ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ _ 
On October 28, 1992 I received a call from | He said 
the man that appeared on Ch. 12 last night with allegations against 
Bill was the son of the I I and his mother had been both 

^•MBfend V ^ B H | They had beenqood friends 
with Bill. The man^^stTLla member of the parish. | | did not 
know it was himonthe TV but someone told him who it was. I 
suggested to I Hhat perhaps he call him and offer whatever 
assistance he rtû ht need. | | said he would wait until things 
slowed down a little and then make contact. | Biad talked to Mary 
Kay about Project Benjamin. He had told the Ch. 12 reporter about 
Project Benjamin but was sorry it did not get in the broadcast. He 
also said the (• • from the parish had called his sons 
to see if they^^^^^^^^^^H^^i^thing. They also mentioned the 
parties in the gym. He said they were aware of two friends that had 
talked about being abused, but they were not. I wanted to know 
how to respond since the Kenosha D.A. on the Ch^Tz report asked to 
have any information given to him. Since his information was fourth 
hand there didn't seem to be any reason to do so and this was all 
from over 20 years ago. 

1 received a call from| (who said they were 
parishioners at Holy Name in 1985-86. Their son was 15 then. They 
wrote a letter to the Archbishop and the Parish trustees about Bill 
and also talked to Bill., This was in 1/86 or 2/86. Her copy is gone 
and she wants a copy of ours. 1 told her I looked through all of our 
records and we have no record of their letter. I asked her if she 
ever received a response. She said she does not remember. I told 
her the Archbishop answers all his mail and all correspondence is 
kept on file and we have no record of this letter. She gave me the 
name of the trustee at the time | | and I 
spoke to him about this. He remembers the father | | talking to 
him but doesn't remember the letter. He will get back to me if he 
finds it at home. I^HIIHsaid Bill was a drunken priest and came to 
their house when they were out one night and went to their liquor 
cabinet and their son's bedroom. She said nothing sexual happened 
because her son coaxed Bill out of the bedroom. I told her the 
Archbishop or Bishop Sklba have no recollection of receiving that 
Letter. She was upset that we did not have it. She had been in 
contact with 
talked to 
A note from 
but the lady wrote 
Archdiocese. 

I also talked 
Bill Effinger. He 

who was helping at Holy Name today. I 
,nd she said the woman had been quite unpleasant. 

said that Archbishop Weakland recalled the name 
to Bill and the trustees and never to the 

toB Bat Guest House who is working with 
sa^n^^^^open about the two cases of abuse but 

said that he had never received treatment. Bob questioned how we had 
planned to deal with the sexual issues, since I had commented once 
that this was not their area of expertise. I told him that we need 
to be sure he is not drinking first and would look to their 
recommendations for further help. He felt the staff would certainly 
recommend that for Bill. 

RTV 

791. Effinger, William 
On October 29, 1992 Ralph Gross sent a note that he received an 
anonymous call from a man in Sheboygan. He claimed that at the gym 
parties Bill brought out a centerfold photo and had boys sit on his 
lap and would touch their private areas. He may call us sooner or 
later. 

RTV 
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immediately and hopefully stay with friends and go to Guest House on 
Saturday. The party for him would be cancelled. Bill felt he needed 
more time, but agreed to leave as soon as possible. Shortly after I 
hung up after talking to Bill, he called and said Channel 4 just 
called. He hung up but knew he needed to leave. 

I called Rosemarie Trester, the Parish Council President of Holy 
Name, and told her of our decision and the reason for Bill's 
leaving. She accepted responsibility to take care of cancelling the 
farewell party and offered to make sure the Church was open for 
morning Mass and someone to help the visiting priest. I called Don 
Elverman to arrange for a celebrant for Saturday 9:00 A.M. and 11:00 
A.M. Confessions. Julio Miralbes agreed to help. In the evening I 
was able to reach by phone the Trustees, Richard Bader and Mark 
Sprangers. I explained the situation to both of them. Mark wanted 
to know why they had not been informed sooner about the reason for 
his leaving. I said it was to protect the confidentiality of all 
involved, since it was an allegation from over 20 years ago. 

RTV. 

770. Effinger, William ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
On October 25, 1992 I met with | (at his residence in 
Sheboygan, regarding an anonymous allegation to Channel 4 regarding 

( In that discussionHBftold me that a • • • • • • had recently 
confided in him that her son was at a cottage with Bill and while her 
son was in his underwear Bill made a suggestive comment, she also 
shared this information with a H H J H B H J B H J I \ talked 
to | (who told him to call theArchbishop. ggggg had talked to 
Dick Sklba a few weeks ago and told | [recently that Dick Sklba had 
told him he wouldcallback, but he had not heard from him as yet. 
(Hadvised |to call him again. | also mentioned a man 
asked him recently if he heard rumors about Bill Effinger and a 
Kenosha youth coming for counseling. 

RTV 

771. Effinger, William 
On October 26, 1992 at an emergency meeting with Archbishop Weakland 
we viewed a Channel 12 broadcast from 10/25/92 news with a young man 
named | |alleging that Bill abused him 23 years ago in Kenosha. 
It also showed Bill speaking to Ch. 12 reporters and • •ith a 
hidden mike talking to Bill in the rectory. It also showed a young 
woman who alleged inappropriate behavior by Bill with her and her 
brother. This was very short and indicated a future part of this 
investigative series would give more information. Archbishop 
Weakland accepted being the media spokesperson and was going to 
schedule a meeting with Sheboygan priests for later that day. I 
called Guest House and they said Bill had arrived on Saturday. He 
was presently in a counseling session and had admitted what had 
happened. I received a call from I | that he had been 
contacted by two families from LakeGeneva^wno are friends of his, 
the |^^gm| and the HHMMfP. Both had written letters to 
Archbishop Weakland in the late 1970's and had been in contact with 
the^Archbishop. They were concerned about the TV reports on Bill. 

I said • • • • • • | was very upset because Bill said there 
was just one victim. ••§contacted Ch. 12 to report that there 
was more than one. H I said a younger brother I 1 in 

in therapy and believes waa a S u s e d b ^ m T 
He said there had been talk of a possible 

the Archbishop and left a message on his answering 
Mark Sprangers, the trustee at Holy Name called 

about what to tell the Parish Council at a meeting tonight. I told 
him Archbishop Weakland and Bishop Sklba were in discussion about 
being present for the Masses this weekend. 

recent 
Also 
lawsuit. I cai±e< 
machine about this 
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715. Effinger, William ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
On October 5, 1992 I received a call from • • • • • 1 , whohad made 
allegations regarding William Effinger. A friend told | Jthat 
Bill announced his leaving the parish but didn't say why. H J H J 
thought the Diocese should make this known and invite any victims 
from his years in Sheboygan to come forth. H I seemed convinced 
that Bill must have done this to others. I told him that over the 
years Bill had received help because of some alcohol issues, and it 
would not automatically be concluded there were other victims. I 
told him we were always concerned, and if others come to us we would 
show our concern. I mentioned the coverage of Peter Burns and 
Sheboygan, so others would be aware. 

RTV 

626. William F. Effinger 
On October 19, 1992 Frank yaniak approached me to report that there 
is a great deal of conversation about Bill and his past activity 
among the families of st. Francis desales parish. I reported the 
matter to Tom Venne that same day and asked that he assist Bill into 
Guest House and share all the information with the counselors there. 

RJS 

^648. Fr. William Effinger 
On October 23, 1992 in view of the television interview 
surreptitiously obtained by the media, I met with Tom Venne, Tom 
Trepanier and Paul Janette. We determined that Paul would take all 
the Masses at Holy Name parish for the weekend of October 24 and 25, 
that a brief statement would be read over my signature (approved by 
Attorney Carter), and that the Trustees would be informed and the 
Parish Farewell cancelled. Bill Effinger will leave for Guest House 
immediately and we concluded that we have covered the situation to 
the best of our ability. 

RJS 
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677. Effinger, William 
On September 22, 1992 I met with William Effinger at Holy Name 
Rectory in Sheboygan. Bill said he was ready for a move but hoped it 
could be toward the end of October, after Confirmation on Oct. 18 and 
his weddings would be finished by then. I thought Guest House was 
only 30 days, and he could tell the people he was on retreat. I told 
Bill the Archbishop wanted to wait after his time at Guest House, 
before reassigning him. Bill is concerned about his sister who is 
his housekeeper. She has had cancer twice, the most recent during 
the last year. I told Bill we checked his file and he began as 
Administrator on Sept. 15, 1981 and was an assistant for about 2 
years before then. We could use the 12 years as a reason for his 
move. I told Bill I would share his concern about late Oct. with the 
Archbishop. 

RTV 
698. Effinger, William 

On September 29, 1992 1 called William Effinger to finalize his 
leaving Holy Name Parish, Sheboygan. His final day will be Sunday, 
Oct. 25 and he will announce it to the Parish on Oct. 3-4, Bill said 
a letter regarding his term-being up will be sufficient. He will 
tell the people that he is taking some time between assignments. We 
talked about his going to Guest House, and I will call to arrange 
this. I told him the Archbishop will consider a suitable assignment 
after his time at Guest House. He again expressed concern for his 
sister, who is his housekeeper. I also spoke to • • • • • • I who 
has alleged inappropriate behavior by Bill in 1971 and informed him 
that Bill would be moving from the Parish by the end of October. He 
was agreeable to this, and I told him to let me know if we could 
assist him anyway in the future. I called | (at Guest House 
and after reviewing Bill's evaluation in 1989 he said that he would 
be accepted as a resident and can do so anytime after Oct. 25. 

RTV 

^565. William Effinger ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
On September 30, 1992 at the request of • • • • • • • • • I called Mr. 
B M H H H H H H a parishioner of St. Dominic' s in 
Sheboygan who alleges acquaintanceship with an anonymous woman and 
her 25 year old son who claim inappropriate activity on the part of 
Bill some eight years ago. I promised to speak with the Vicar and 
assured him that he would be contacted with some report. At the 
request of Tom Venne I called Bill myself on October 1, 1992 to both 
offer my support and express my concern for him during this difficult 
time of transition. In that context I briefly alluded to the phone 
call which arrived in this regard and Bill claimed no knowledge of 
any such matter. 

RJS 

707. Effinger, William 
On September 30, 1992 Dick Sklba informed me that he had received a 
call from a person in Sheboygan who told him that he had been 
approached by a mother who alleges her son was sexually abused by 
William Effinger in the early 1980's. They do not wish to be 
identified. Dick will call William Effinger to let him know of this 
allegation. I will be delivering a letter to Bill today with a 
notice of his assignment at Holy Name to be concluded on Sunday 
October 25 and this is to be read to the parish this coming Sunday. 

RTV 
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62S. Effinger, William 
On September 8, 1992 Dr. Elizabeth Piasecki and I visited 
• • • at his residence, H H H H B . in 
answered the door, but said he forgot about the appointment. His 
wife was home and he had not told her about the allegation or that we 
were coming. H B 1 alleges that in 1971 William Effinger was guilty 
of inappropriate sexual behavior with • • § . ^ ^ ^ | was 15 years old 
at the time and worked for a restaurant, I^H^^^^^^^^H m 
Brighton. Bill was a frequent patron there on Friday nights. Bill 
offered to drive J| (home and did so on three occasions. The first 
two times d | alleges Bill tried to touch him, but he pushed him 
away. The th^d time M B M alleges Bill was drinking and forced 
himself o n l I and sexually abused him. 1 M B said that he went 
into the house and went to the bathroom to wash himself from this and 
when he came out of the bathroom Bill was in the house trying to 
abuse his brother. ( (said after that he did many things to prove 
his manhood with many girls. He is married a second time and has 2 
children from a previous marriage. The twoch^bdren from his present 
marriage are 5 and 6 years old and go to | | School. Last June 
he saw Bill's name on some communication and he pulled the kids out 
immediately. His wife re-enrolled them this year. M M H said he 
would kill Bill if he touched one of his boys. He wants Bill out of 
the parish and didn't see how he could still be in a parish after 
what he did to H H M . M i M M presumes he did it to others. | 
said if the Church didn't do anything, he would go to the Sheboygan 
paper and tell his story. I offered • • • i assistance with 
counseling, but he said he did not need any. He said he was aware of 
this incident these 20 years, but tried to go beyond it. I told him 
our policies and that I would call him after I talked to Bill 
Effinger. I related the seriousness of this situation to Archbishop 
Weakland and Bishop Sklba. Archbishop asked for pertinent 
information from Bill's file. 

RTV 

641. Effinger, William 
On September 14, 1992 I met with William Effinger to discuss the 
allegations of | He said he vaguely remembered • • • • I 
told him the threats of M i to take this to the Sheboygan paper if 
we did not do something. We spoke of Bill's past and the evaluation 
of Guest House. We talked about Guest House and St. Luke's Institute 
and leaving Sheboygan since Bill had been there since 1979. Bill 
asked about talking to • • , and I told him that legally I didn't 
seem appropriate and we did this usually only when the alleged victim 
requested it. I told Bill the Archbishop was aware and concerned 
because of a recent call from a mother in Lake Geneva regarding a 
past allegation. I told Bill I would like to discuss the matter with 
Archbishop Weakland as soon as possible and Bill should think about 
our suggestions for a treatment program. I will call H M to inform 
him of the meeting with Bill and that we will keep him informed as we 
proceed. 

RTV 
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561. Effinger, William 

• : 

On Tuesday, Hay 21, 1991, while preserving the specific issues in 
confidence, I spoke with Bill about the repeated letters from • • _ 

|. Bill stated that • • h a s attempted to join most religious-
communities in the mid-West and not been accepted. ^ H i s described 
as a somewhat difficult person who does not have much weight in the 
parish community of Holy Name in Sheboygan. 

RJS 

975. Effinger, William 
On Tuesday, September 17, 1991 in the context of the meeting of the 
Task Force, Don Elverman reported that Bill seems to be handling any 
use of alcohol well at this time. 

RJS 

424. Effinger, William 
On Tuesday, June 2, 1992 I received a call from S H I (won't give a 
last name) who lives in Sheboygan who alleges sexual abuse by Bill 
when I | w a s a minor in Kenosha, and Bill was assigned to his 
parish!He blocked this out of his mind until recently he found out 
Bill was Pastor of Holy Name parish in Sheboygan, and his kids were 
in school there. He pulled them out immediately. His wife doesn't 
know of the allegation nor has he ever been in counseling. His life 
has been very mixed up, and he attributes this to the incident with 
Bill. He will come to my office on June 10 to give details of the 
allegation. 

RTV 

Effinger, William 
ON Friday, June 12, 1992 I called Bill to inform him that allegations 
had been made by a gentleman who alleged sexual misconduct by Bill 
while he was assigned in Kenosha. I told Bill the person had 
scheduled an appointment with me and did not keep it, but we felt it 
important to inform him with the situation of abuse so much in the 
press these days, he understood and appreciated being told. I did 
not give him the name of the gentleman or inform him of his now being 
in Sheboygan. When the gentleman did not show up for his 
appointment, I called his house, and his wife said he was on the 
phone with the IRS, but he was home and could I call back. The 
gentleman told me that he did not inform his wife, so i just left it 
at that. Liz Piasecki, from Project Benjamin, was here to be a part 
of the team to listen to the allegations. 

RTV 

576. Effinger, William J. ^ ^ — 
On August 18, 1992 I received a call from a gentleman named fl | 
from Sheboygan. He had called in early June with allegations against 
William Effinger that happened during his years in Kenosha. fl^H 
had failed to keep an appointment on 6/10/92. I called but was not 
able to talk with him at the time. WKM said he purposely did not 
keep the appointment, because he wanted to see what the Church would 
do. I informed him that I had called and could not reach him and I 
had informed Bill that an accusation had been made. I told him 
without further information we could not verify someone calling on 
the phone and not wishing to be identified. A meeting withB • 
will be scheduled for early September. 

RTV 
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*0n Saturday, January 7, 1989 I spoke with Dave Braun regarding his 
last visit with Bill and subsequent casual conversation. Dave continues to 
believe that a visit to Guest House would be very beneficial for Bill and 
recommends follow through on the similar unanimous recommendation of the 

Task Force in Bill's regard. • • 
HO S 

307. Effinger, William 
on Tuesday, March 27, 1989 the office received several phone calls as 

a result of the extended notice in THE SHEBOYGAN PRESS (Monday, March 26, 
1989) regarding the verdict in a trial for driving under the influence of 
alcohol. Since Bill is currently out of the area for the week, I wrote a 
letter insisting that he go to Guest House for a week's evaluation as soon 
as possible. 

* RJS 

355. Effinger, William 
On Wednesday, April 5, 1989 I spoke with Bill who agreed to go to 

Guest House for the week's evaluation program, probably choosing the first ( . I 
week in May. I immediately contacted Guest House and asked Jerry Herber to f 
call Bill and finalize details. : 

RJS 

389. Effinger, William 
On Friday, April 14, 1989 I received some angry phone calls from 

parishioners and priests in the Sheboygan area alleging that Bill was 
drinking and driving on Wednesday evening and expressing great fear 
regarding potential injury to others as a result of this condition. I 
called Guest House to learn that there was an opening immediately and then 
called Bill obtaining his agreement to go to Guest House effective Monday, 
April 17, 1989 rather than May 1 as originally agreed upon, 

RJS 

397. Effingcr, William 

On Saturday, April 15, 1989 I again spoke with Bill who agreed to go 
to Guest House on the following Monday and had arranged for sacramental 
coverage at Holy Name during his absence. 

RJS 
419. Effinger, William 

OrM^aay^pril 21, 1989 I had an extended telephone conversation 
w l t h | l o f Guest House who reported that Bill had been very 
cooperative during his week of evaluation. The conclusion was that a high 
probability exists for alcoholism in Bill's case but the professional staff 
would not insist upon immediate three-month treatment if Bill maintained 
his current level of commitment to certain behavioral precautions A 
formal letter will follow, end I will speak with Bill about it in the near 
future. 

RJS 
544. Effinger, William 

On Wednesday, May 17, 1989 I was informed that Bill continues'to 
t*itg?v,ln S O m f ™ d e r a t e us* of alcohol. A letter from Guest House stated 
that they would have recommended residential treatment had there been any 
indication that such would be the case upon Bill's return to Sboygi, 

RJS 
404. Effinger, William 

On Tuesday, June 5, 1990 the office received from Archbishop Weakland 
a letter of concern from Mrs. ̂ ^ ^ M p M o f Lake Geneva ^ ^ ^ ^ H 
together with a memo recounting the history of the ArchdioceseT^esponse 
to a situation in Lake Geneva in 1979, and the request of the Archbishop 
that I follow up this inquiry at my earliest opportunity. 

RJS 

1 
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Hornacek and I met with Effinger to discuss his future. Recently, he 
has been applying for every available pastorate in the outlying areas. 
We told him of our uneasyness with his reported conservatism and the 
way he treats people and his own seeming lack of interest in his present 
position. Effinger politely but firmly refuted each one of these areas 
and said that he was indeed trying to be helpful to Macoskie on the 
parish scene. Effinger is working with the Finance Committee which 
Macoskie has no talent to handle and the parish finances seem to be 
improving greatly. He does not want to hurt Melvin and so has been 
keeping in the background rather than taking over more of the Adminis
trative details. He candidly admits that Macoskie should not be the 
pastor there. We asked if he would be willing to stay on should 
Macoskie move off the scene and he said he would. He claims that for 
every complaint we get he can produce 200 people who feel that ,he is 
capable of leading the parish. 

11/21/80 

407. Effinger, William 
Ed Kielman, parish financial chairman, called following our meeting 
last night to ask if we wanted further input should a change be 
imminent at the parish. I told him that decision was still being 
made and that the customary procedure would be for Che Personnel 
Board to meet with the Parish Council at an open parish meeting to 
ascertain the needs of the parish. I discovered that the real pur
pose for Kielman's call was to talk about Effinger. He and 
Mr. Newman are afraid that there is the possibility we are considering 
Effinger as the successor to Macoskie. He described that as possibly 
going from bad to worse. He said they are a good team because one 
has what the other one lacks. In Effinger's case, he lacks the 
spiritual qualities they are looking for in a pastor. I told him that 
my impression from our meeting before Christmas was that they felt 
Effinger had all the qualities necessary to be the pastor of Holy Name. 
He then corrected that impression and said that was not the message 
they meant to get across. They are disappointed because Effinger does 
not visit nursing homes, is not seen in the grade school, etc. All 
in Sheboygan know that Effinger is very discouraged at not being a 
pastor and makes no bones about this. He said that his recommendation 
would be to allow Macoskie to stay one more year and have Effinger 
move from the scene. 

3/3/81 

. I 
989. Effinger, William 

Father Yaniak claims a Dr. | | from Lake Geneva is inquiring 
as to what type of treatment has been given Father Effinger over 
the past two years. | | claims that he has a letter of the 
Archbishop that said he will be apprised of what is being done 
for Effinger. I told Yaniak I would look into the matter. 

7/6/81 
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AfciooazsclHoF MLWAUKEE 
CHANCERY 

Memo to the file from Tim Cary, Archivist 

December 11, 1996 

This collection was accessioned into the Archives on December 
11, 1996. The collection is CLOSED. It is to be accessed only by 
the chancellor or the Archbishop. 

It is located in the Archives' basement • (bandroom) storage 
area: Row'2, section b, shelf 1 (boxes 1-7); and row 2, section c, 
shelf 1 {boxes 8-10). 

MC .91 William J. Effinger 

NB: Dates refer to time when material was received by Sr. 
Kathleen Schweihs in Clergy Personnel Office. 

Box Is Feb.-June 1993; also personal'file items, 1979-96 

Box 2: July-Sept. 1993 

Box 3: October 1993 

Box 4: Nov. 1993-April 1994 

Box 5: May-June 1994 

Box 6: June-July 1994 

Box 7: July 1994 

Box 8: August-December 1994 

Box 9:. January-July 1995 

Box 10: August 1995-Sept. 1996 

3501 South Lake Drive, P.O. Box 07012 
Milwaukee, Wl 53207-0912 • (414)769-33+0 
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May 22, 1979 

Dear Sir, 

Thank you for your letter of May 10th and for feeling 
free to write me. 

At this moment I do not feel more Information Is needed 
and that we have been able to take the necessary steps. 

May God bless. My prayers and thanks accompany this 
note. 

Sincerely yours in the Lord, 

Most Reverend Rembert G. Weakland, O.S.B. 
Archbishop of Milwaukee 
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-v ?#AT£OLIC SOetAl/'SE&VICES;' 
,:•-'.. •••St, -

I n t a k e C a l l ; 

ARCHDIOCESE ; 6 F MILWAUKEE 

SEXUAL ABUSE INTAKE REPORT 

• •• • .•»'!.-•• 
- • 

Date:l/30/95 Time:3:30 p.m. 
x Phone 

By:Liz piasec 
In Person 

Mm 
Coordinator 
Contact 

Date:1/30/95 

J8L-

Time:same 
Phone 

By:same 
In Person- •• 

Person Reporting: 
Phone Number: 

Current Address: 

Allegations made by: Same 
(if not same as above) 

Name: Also mother 
Address: 
Phone: 

(call before 5:00 p.m., 
leave no messages) 

w I. 

Date of Birth Ace 28 presently 
Age at time of 
Allegations Adolescent 

Allegations Against: Rev. William Effinger 

Time Period: When Fr. Effinger was assigned to St. Frances de Sales 
Parish,. Lake Geneva 

Where: Lake Geneva, parents' home 

Reported: Known to legal counsel; also Fr. Dave Braun 
(Previously? To Whom?) 

Alleged Abuse: Molested by Fr. Effinger when he would.come into 
• • • • • • b e d r o o m to say goodnight. - i?^ -;<> 

History: This is a case which is well known to us from 
Fr. Effinger's history. I is now 28 f 

engaged to be married/'" 
s^gl 

• 

Current Therapist: None. Will get referral from Fr. Pat Umberger 

inT 

Next Steps:1. Initial therapy authorized pending receipt of treatment 
plan for review by Professional Mental Health Review 
Committee*;^*- - »......?. \ ... , •-•w*.-̂-?. 

2. Has requested small settlement - discuss with 
Archbishop/Legal Counsel yA 

-•'•* - - *$$$i •• • • • •' • . ?:%!;. 
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Report given t o : 
' • •':,•: .' -, '* , i ' 

-• • ! • • • , . ! • 

x Archbishop Weakland 

x Fr. Carrol Straub (Clergy) 

Rick Tank (Non-Cleric) 

x Matt Flynn (Legal) 

JE Bishop Sklba 

Fr. Al Veik (Religions) 

Fr. Len Barbian 

12/94 
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September 26, 1983 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 

wa-usaii, WI 54401 

Pear | 

I wish to provide | (with information pertinent to 

Father William Effinger In anticipation to his scheduled evaluation 
October 17-19. 

In the first place, Father Effinger is a good and dedicated priest. His 
reputation has grown in a positive sense particularly since he has become ^ 
pastor of Holy Name Parish in Sheboygan in September, 1981, The parish 
has progressed considerably under his administrative leadership and this 
is recognized by his parishioners and the people of Sheboygan. Among his 
peers, Bill is Known, as a good fellow and a loyal friend. He is also 
known in the community and among hia friends as a heavy drinker who becomes 
more exuberant and loud when he drinks;sometimes embarrassingly so. 

In late 1978 or early 1979 Bill had to leave his assignment as associate 
pastor at St. Francis De Sales Parish in Lake Geneva. In a sense, he had 
to "get out of town fast" because of alleged improprieties with the young 
son of a certain ̂ ^ ^ ^ ^ H ^ P I I seem to recollect that Bill admitted to 
having been drinking at the time. 

Im May of this year an incident occurred at Holy Name Parish in Sheboygan 
involving a number of grade and high school boys. Father Bill allowed 
these youngsters to sleep over in the gytn following a regularly scheduled 
bingo night at the Parish, In the course of the evening the boys obtained 
beer and wine (Father Bill claims he did not give it to them directly but 
admits he knew they Rot it; some parents claim he gave it to them.). There 
was no suggestion of anything of a homosexual nature although some parents 
rawsed the question. The school principal asked Father EA11 to apologize 
•to the boys. Father Bill told me he had been drinking at the bingo session 
(beer only) and agreed to stop drinking on such occasions. Two of the 
parents told me they have seen him drinking to excess on bingo nights. Some 
of the parents-HiinK it is inappropriate, in light of what has happened, for 
Bill to take some of the young boys on vacation with him to a cottage in 
the north woods. Bill admitted to me that this has occurred but denied 
that anything Improper happened. 
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September 26, 1983 
Page 2 

Father Bill is getting the reputation In the Sheboygan community of hanging 
out at two pubs in the area. He is seen frequently at the Hoffbrau Tauem 
and at Binversey's Bar. He becomes loud there when he drinks, uses pro
fane language and embarrasses patrons it is alleged. However, some parents 
have heard rumors to the effect that Bill dr&nk so much that one of the 
minor boys had to drive him home from the -tavern. 

I have asked Sill to get an evaluation of himself at | 
because I do not want his reputation damaged further and his priestly 
ministry rendered ineffective In the Archdiocese. I will appreciate what
ever you can do for him. let me know if you need any other information, 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Reverend Joseph A. Janicki 
Vicar for Priest Personnel 

JAJ/srs 

P.S. Father Bill has not yet undergone Periodic Review; hence, no resume 
Is Included. 
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December 1, 1983 

Rev. William J. Effinger 
Holv Name Church 

Sheboygan, WI 53081 

Dear Bill: 

After nry unsuccessful trek to the woods 1 thought it would 
be good to write to you as a follow-up to the evaluation 
you received in Wausau. From our conversation with Dr, 

fl recall that you need a list of qualified spiritual 
dKectors. I would recommend one of the following: 

Rev. Robert Purcell, SJ 
Gesu Church 
1210 West Michigan Street 
Milwaukee, WI 53233 
224-7101 

Rev. Larry Jonas, SJ 
Jesuit Retreat House 
4800 Fahrnwald Road 
Oshkosh, WI 54901 
231-9060 

Rev, James Mauel, SJ' 
Cardoner 
1501 South Layton Boulevard 
Milwaukee, WI 53215 
384-2120 

I would recommend that you see more than one of these and then 
chose the one that seems best for you. Also, I would recom-
ment that you share the evaluation report with the spiritual 
director. 

As far as the outpatient alcohol counseling Is concerned, I 
will leave the choice up to you. However, as I recall, it 
should not be someone who knows you and should be a qualified 
counselor. I believe the De Paul program in Milwaukee or 
Port Washington could be helpful. The one who could advise 
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Rev. William J. Effinger 
December 1, 1983 
Page 2 

you on this is H Chaplain at De Paul. In 
a few months I'll touch base with you to see how this is 
progressing. Again, you ought to show the evaluation report 
to the counselor. 

Thanks, Bill, not only for your cooperation in the above 
matters, but also for the excellent attitude you have exhibited 
throughout. I am glad to see that your health Is basically 
Intact and with your attention to some details, it will be even 
more enhanced. You are doing good work in Sheboygan and your 
parishioners and I are grateful to you for it. 

With prayerful best wishes, I am 

Fraternally, 

Reverend Joseph A. Janicki 
Vicar for Priest Personnel 

JAJ/srs 

P.S. Let me know if there is anything further I can do for you. 
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ARCHDIOCESF^pOF MlLWvUKB-: 
OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP 

July 8, 2004 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 

Dear Mr 

In line with the assurances given in the Charter for the Protection of Children 
and Young People, I have authorized the release of the names of priests who are 
now or would have been restricted from all priestly ministries. These men can 
not celebrate the sacraments publicly or represent themselves as priests in any 
way. 

This action will bring with it additional publicity. My concern is that the 
publicity may bring you, personally, additional anxiety, stress or other 
difficulties. If you need to talk to someone, please do so. If you would like to 
contact our office for Sexual Abuse Prevention and Response Services, please call 
414-769-3436. 

What happened to you was not your fault and should never have happened. For 
that, I apologize in the name of the Church. I hope our actions as a Church in the 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee and my actions as archbishop continue to provide for 
healing. Please know you remain in my prayers, 

Faithfully in Christ, 

n 
The Most Reverend Timothy M. Dolan 
Archbishop of Milwaukee 

iQJW 

350] South Lake. Drive, PO. Box 070912, Milwaukee, W] 53207-0912 
PHONE: (414)769-3497 • WEBSITE: www.aichniil.org 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE CHANCERY 
ARCHDIOCESE OF MILWAUKEE 

SEXUAL ABUSE INTAKE REPORT 

Intake Call: 

Director 
Contact 

Date: 12/17/03Time: 

Date: 12/18/03 Time: 

By: 
x Phone 

10:00 a.m. 
x Phone 

„ In Person 
By: BR 

In Person 

Person Reporting: 
Phone Number: 
Current Address: 

Allegations made by: 
(if not same as above) 

Name: 
Address: 
Plione: 

A >k gut to us Again*!: 

Time Period: 

Where: 

Fr. William Effinger 

about 1965-66 

St. Mary's Kenosha 

Dateofttirth 
Age at time of 
Allegations about 9 years old 

Reported: (Previously? To Whom?) 
"I never told anyone - would you?" I pointed out that often persons have told partners, family members or therapists 
as adults, and he then said he talked to his wife about it in the last three to four months. 

Alleged Abuse: 
"My cousin and I were in a back room where the Pieta sta'ue was, and he (Fr. Effinger) scolded us severely." (I 

labeled this "a strong memory.") "I have a vague memory that I had to drink this chalice, because of a terrible sin. I have 
a vague memory of waking up in the rectory and being helped out by a nun. I was very disoriented in the parking lot, 
and found my way home. It was probably 4* grade. After that whenever I saw Fr. Effinger, I had dirty thoughts of men's 
genitals. " (JIB indicated this plagued him the rest of his childhood, and was a "strong memory.") Apart from the latter, 
"the rest is vaguely there, not real strong memories. I never put it all together. Was that his modus operandi?" 

I asked where his cousin was, and he stated "I believe he probably left." As flft started to elaborate spontaneously, he 
said several things. He claims he made a call here about a year ago. I asked if he was referred to my office, but he thinks 
not. He also tried to call SNAP in Milwaukee "but got a run-around and I never talked to anyone." He said his father 
to Id him ahmiU*^Hffinger's death two lo three years ago, and that he heard others were abused by him. I I stated he 
knew "the | | boy" who was a few years cider than himself. "I think in my case it was a one-time thing. I think 
I was drugged and that's why I wouldn't have memories very well. I don't think Fr. Effinger was alone." When I asked 
for an explanation of the latter statement, he said "I have apicture in my mind of an old person, older than Fr. Effinger 
would have been." His visual memory of male genitals includes "a mole or blood blister on the glans area." ... "The nun 
was a person who helped me, ushered me out the door." (He again repeated how disoriented he was in the parking lot.) 
He said around the same time in his life he had surgery for a torsion, "but I don't think there's any relationship between 
the two." "Before that I was a religious, spiritual kid. I have personally forgiven Fr. Effinger. I have gotten over it, but 
i t tormented me for years." 

I [istor 

When I returned the call at 8:00 a.m.H Hrime, I found it odd that I clearly woke him up, so J asked about how his 
professional career and marriage were going. 

He works in |_ 
and Opened up his own^ H where he worked on weekends three to four years; 

As a result he has "trouble""-
and 1 am being held responsible tor "ffiifigs'T didn't do. 
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Page 2 

dissatisfaction with his current career and a preference to become a i 
He stated 

Wi hard when you lose respect." 

Current Therapist: Did not inquire. 

Next Steps: 
I explained that as Fr. Effinger is deceased, this report could not be forwarded to the District Attorney. I told H h i s 
case will proceed to independent investigation, and that wc will contact him in January about this. He indicated he might 
be able to arrange to come to Wisconsin for this, and I indicated that would not be necessary at the outset. 

Report given to: 

x ArchbishopTimothy Dolan 

; Fr.Al Veik (Religious) 

District Attorney 

Typed 12/22/03 
Intake form 
saz/Revised 12/5/02 

x Bishop Richard Sklba 

_ Rick Tank (Non-Cleric) 

Fr. Joe Horuacek (Clergy) 

x Barbara A»ne Cusack 
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AlCI-OOCBE^WOF MILWAUKEE 
METROPOLITAN TRIBUNAL 

March 13, 1996 

Dear Bill: 

I am aware that you have made contact with Bishop Sklba regarding your 
intention to seek laization. In order to fulfill the requirements of 
the law, however, it is still necessary for us to formally cite you for 
a possible penal action, 

If you have any questions or concerns about this matter, please call me 
directly at (414) 769-3307. 

Peace, 

I W\ twujfti t~ 

3501 Somh Lake Drive, P.O. Box 07912 
Milwaukee. WI 53207-0912 • (414)769-3300 
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1i ARCHDIOCESE I WOE MILWAUKEE 
METROPOLITAN TRIBUNAL 

NO. 
KINDLY REFER TO THIS 
NUMRRK IN YOUR REPLY 

IN CAUSA 

DECREE 

In accord with canon 1505, I, the undersigned Judicial Vicar of the 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee, hereby accept the attached Libellus presented 
by the Promoter of Justice on January 25, 1996 with regards to the 
accusations against the Reverend William J, Effinger, 

In accord with canon 1507, with this Decree, the Reverend Effinger ia 
hereby cited with regards to the cause made against him. The Reverend 
Effinger is to respond in writing to the undersigned within 15 usable 
days to make a response to the charges made in,the libellus. 

In accord with canon 1723, the Reverend Effinger is requested to 
appointed an advocate in accord with the norm of canon 1481.1 within 15 
usable days. If you have not already appointed an advocate, a list of 
approved advocates will be forwarded to you upon request. 

Ac/. fnm"T' M&d^S-
Rev. ThomaB T. Brundage, J.C.'i. 
Judicial Vicar 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee 

March 13, 1996 

S7? 

Notary 

3501 South Like Drive. I'.O BON 07912 
Milwaukee. WI 53207-0912 • (414)769-3300 
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ARCHDIOCESE'JgOF MILWAUKEÊ  
METROPOLITAN TRIBUNAL f [ 

L I B E L L U S 

As Promoter of Justice in the matter at hand, and acting under the mandate 

issued by the Most Reverend Rembert G. Weakland, Archbishop of Milwaukee, in a 

decree dated December 21, 1995, I hereby introduce this cause to the Reverend 

Thomas T. Brundage, J.C.L., Judicial Vicar of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, and 

ask that the collegiate tribunal over which he is to preside establish with 

moral certitude by means of a canonical trial that the Reverend William J. 

Effinger, a priest incardinated in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee who stands 

accused of offenses mentioned in Canon 1395 §2, did in fact commit the delicts 

of which he is accused, namely: that he did on several occasions, from the 

Autumn of 1986 to the Spring of 1988, sexually assault and molest a male minor 

less than sixteen years of age. Furthermore, I ask that the duly constituted 

tribunal impose as the only appropriate penalty for the delicts committed, the 

dismissal of Father Effinger from the clerical state. 

The facts and evidence which will be adduced to prove the allegations and 

to confirm the fittingness of the penalty being sought include: the deposition 

of the victim of the assaults; testimonies of sexual abuse specialists; 

transcriptions of criminal proceedings in civil court involving this same 

priest as perpetrator of sexual assaults upon this same child as victim; 

statements of the perpetrator, himself; and testimony attesting to the habitual 

nature of the perpetrator's deviant behavior. 

It should be noted that the accused priest is currently domiciled within 

the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, specifically in the State Prison at Waupun, 

Wisconsin, where he is incarcerated for a term imposed by the courts of the 

State of Wisconsin subsequent to his conviction on the aforementioned charges. 

Milwaukee, WI 53207-0912 

January 25, 1996 

3501 South Lake Drive, P.O. Box 07912 
Milwaukee, WI 53207-0912 • (414)769-3300 

Oipf 
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Decree Concerning A Penal Case Against the Reverend William Effinger 

I, the undersigned Ordinary of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, have received convincing 
information regarding the criminal infraction of canon 1395.2, namely the sexual abuse of a minor, 
by the Reverend William Effinger, a priest incardinated in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. I have 
cautiously inquired personally, as well as through trusted advisors, about the possibility that 
Father Effinger committed these delicts and whether his imputability was intact. In conducting 
this preliminary investigation, I have proceeded cautiously in order to avoid the needless 
destruction of anyone's reputation (c. 1717.2). 

In accord with canon 1718,1 decree that a process of inflicting a penalty be set in motion against 
Father Effinger for the above-mentioned crime. 

I have ascertained, in accord with canons 1341 and 1717.1,2, that scandal cannot be restored in 
this matter and that the accused cannot be reformed by fraternal correction, rebuke, or any other 
pastoral measures. I have also decided that it is not expedient in this case to solve the question of 
damages with the consent of the parties (c. 1718.4). I further decree that a judicial process be set 
in motion, 

Before taking the above-mentioned action, I have consulted with Father Dennis Klemme, J.C.D., 
Adjutant Judicial Vicar, and Father James Connell J.C.D., Vice Chancellor, both of whom are 
judges and experts in canon law. 

In accord with canon 1425.1,2,1 appoint a collegiate tribunal of three judges to hear this case, 
namely Fathers Thomas Brundage (Ponens), Joseph Perry, and Joseph Janicki. 

At this time, I direct that the acts of the case be given to the Reverend Philip Reifenberg, 
Promoter of Justice, who is to present a libellus of accusation to the judges (cc. 1502,1504, 
1721). I would ask that this libellus be presented to the reverend judges no later than February 1, 
1996. 

The Most Reverend Rembert G. Weakland, O.S.B. 
Archbishop of Milwaukee 
December 21, 1995 

Rev. John D. A i e l l o 
Notary 
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3501 SOUTH LAKE DRIVE 
P.O. BOX 07912 

MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 53207-0912 
(414) 769-3300 

NO.. 
KINIJl-y RFFEJ? TO THIS 
NUMREH |M YOUH HCPI.> 

IN CAUSA 
METROPOLITAN TRIBUNAL 

December 21, 1995 

Most Reverend Rembert Weakland 
Cousins Catholic Center 
3501 South Lake Drive 
Milwaukee, WI 53207 

Dear Archbishop Weakland: 

On November 28th, 1995, Fr. Klemme and I met with the chancellor and vice-chancellor, as well 
as the promoter of Justice to discuss possible canonical action against Fr. William Effinger. 

From evidence presented to me by D r . | there appears to be sufficient evidence 
that Fr. Eflinger committed the crime mentioned in canon 1395.2, namely the sexual abuse of a 
minor. 

If it is your wish to begin a penal process, with the possible end result of removal from the clerical 
state, I will need you to sign a decree similar to the one attached to this letter. 

Please review this document and should you decide that this is the path you wish to go, please 
sign it and return them to me. 

Sincerely, 

Rev. Thomas T. Brundage, WlM 
Judicial Vicar 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee 
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(COPY 
ARCHDlOCESEllgOE MlLWAUKHg ^ W I T U 

OFFICEOF AUXILIARY BISHOP 
January 12, 1996 

William Effinger 

Oshkosh, Wisconsin 54903-3310 

Dear Bill, 

Prior to his departure for sabbatical, Archbishop Weakland requested 
that I contact you to update you on matters relating to your canonical 
status. I do BO with a sense of genuine concern for you, and a hope 
that things go as well as possible in this new year. As the Archbishop 
noted in his previous correspondence with you, some decisions will have 
to be made regarding your ability to continue in the clerical state. In 
your response to the Archbishop's invitation to you to pursue voluntary 
departure, you Indicated -that you did not wish to seek laicization. I 
can only imagine how difficult all of this must be for you. 

As a result of your decision, I am told that the Archbishop has had to 
take some steps to prepare for a possible penal action in your case. 
The first stage of this process includes a thorough investigation of 
the facts to determine the possibility of grounds and culpability. The 
Archbishop has decided that such an investigation be undertaken. We 
find it appropriate that you should know that this process is being 
initiated. While the beginning of such a process does not presume its 
outcome, you do need to know that the possibility exists that there 
could be a dismissal from the clerical state. 

We are all concerned that your rights be fully protected at every 
stage. Therefore, we would seriously recommend that you seek the 
services of a canonical advisor at this time. A list of priests who 
have experience in serving in this capacity and in these types of cases 
is enclosed. If there are fees connected with their services and you 
cannot provide for their payment, the Archdiocese will assume 
responsibility for them within a reasonable amount. Please advise us, 
within two weeks, of the name of the canonical adviBor you have chosen 
so that we may be prepared for any contacts he may wish to make with 
the Archdiocese. It would be wise, however, for you to make the first 
contact with him so that he knows that you wish him to represent your 
interests. 

We will continue to keep you advised as this process continues. It is a 
painful one not only for you but also for the Archdiocese. Despite the 
apparent contentious nature of this process, please know that we 
continue to have fraternal concern about you and will continue to keep 
you in our thoughts and prayers. Peace for the new year. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Most Reverend Eu.cliard J, Sklba 
Auxi l iary B i s h o p ^ f Milwaukee 

Enclosure 

3501 South Lake Drive.P.O. Box 07912 
Milwaukee, WI'53207-0912-(414)769-3486 
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Rev. Patrick Lagges, JCD 
Promoter of Justice 

Metropolitan Tribunal, Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 

Chicago, IL 60690 
Licentiate and Doctorate in Canon Law, St. Paul'B, Ottawa 

Phone #i 312-751-8384 (Office) 
312-588-2620 (Home) 

Rev. Michael Hack, JCD 
Judicial Vicar 

Metropolitan Tribunal, Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. BOX 1979 

Chicago, IL 60690 
Licentiate and Doctorate in Canon Law, St. Paul's, Ottawa 

Phone #t 312-751-8255 (Office) 

Rev. Daniel Ward, OSB, JCL, JD 
St. John's Abbey 

Collegeville, MN 56321 
-• Professor of government, St. John's University 
Licentiate in Canon Law, Catholic University of America 

Civil lawyer 
Phone #i (612)363-2779 (Office) 

Rev. John Renken, JCD 
: Vicar General/Moderator of the Curia 

Diocese of Springfield in Illinois 
P.O. Box 3187 

Springfield, IL 62708-3187 
Doctorate in canon law, Angelicum, Rome 

Phone #: 217-698-8844 (Office) 

Father Thomas Paprocki, JD, JCD 
Chancellor, Archdiocese of Chicago 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

Doctorate in Canon Law, Gregorian University 
Civil lawyer 

Phone #: 312-751-8220 (Office) 
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3 53. William Effinger 
On June 29, 1994 I joined Attorneys Kevin Crooks, Robert Fennig in a 
deposition with Attorney Robert Elliott regarding theT 
case. 

RJS 

802. Effinger, William 
On July 15, 1994, I met with Bill Effinger at Oshkosh 
Correctional Institution. I brought papers for Bill to sign from 
Quarles and Brady. Bill said he is actively involved in the 
therapy program at the prison. 

RTV 

155. William Effinger 
On March 9, 1995, I visited with Bill and informed him of the 
present archdiocesan procedure, whereby we ask perpetrators to 
consider laicization. At that time some severance from the 
Archdiocese will be granted: I approached the subject directly 
but delicately. He said he was aware of what is being asked. We 
had a very fine visit. I promised to return in Several months. 

CCS 
46. Effinger, William 

On July 28, 1995, John Boehm gave us a statement of the Priest 
Share of the Pension Fund for William Effinger which indicates 
that he is $224 in arrears for 92-93, $112 in arrears for 93-94, 
and $1465 in arrears 94-95. The current contribution due for 
95-96 is $1606. On a/2/95, I consulted Carrol Straub about this 
matter and he advised that I refer this matter to Bishop Sklba. 
On 8/3/95, I discussed this issue with Bishop Sklba who 
considered the facts that Bill Effinger 1) received a salary from 
the parish until the end of 10/92, 2) on 10/23/92 went into 
treatment and received salary from Account 46 until he was 
imprisoned on 7/19/93, 3) since his imprisonment he has not 
received a salary. As a result, Bishop Sklba advised that we pay 
the entire outstanding amount: $3407.00 and note that as the 
Archdiocesan contribution to Bill Effinger's Pension Fund for 
future reference. 

SKS 

"606. William Effinger 
On August 3, 1995 after conversation with Sr. Kathleen I authorized 
payment of approximately $3,400.00 into the Pension Fund in order to 
cover the years when William Effinger was not receiving any salary 
due to his incarceration. This amount from Account #46 would bring 
the Pension records up to date and would be understood as partial 
assistance available to him should he decide to leave active ministry 
upon the conclusion of his sentence. 

RJS 

325. Effinger, Bill 
On September 15, 1995 I visited Bill at the OBhkosh Correctional 
Institution. We had an hour visit. It was genuine and direct. 
He told me about the letter he received from the Archbishop. He 
still has the hope of being able to privately offer Mass once he 
is released. He did state that he never at any time applied for 
early release. 

CCS 

ADOM028875 



374. Effinger, William 
On March IS, 1994, I visited with William Effinger at Oshkosh 
Correctional Institution. Bill has begun the preliminary stages 
of being involved in the program for Sex Offenders. He has been 
moved to a unit with about 60 inmates involved in this program. 
Bill seems to keep a positive attitude. He said in regards to 
new allegations we receive, that he has admitted to those he did, 
and denies any other misconduct. 

RTV 

204. William Effinger 
On April 2, 1994 I was presented with a letter from Mr. 

I who expressed a 
great deal of alientation and anger as a result of alleged 
victimization by Fr. Effinger in Kenosha many years ago. After 
consultation with Dr. Elizabeth Piasecki 1 formulated a response and 
an invitation to discuss the matter further if desired. 

RJS 

523. Effinger, William 
On April 25, 1994, I visited William Effinger at Oshkosh 
Correctional. Bill said that he is in the Sex Offender Program, 
but it is slow because it is being revised. He is^also^atutor 
now. I had him sign a settlement agreement for | 
Bill denies this and was reluctant to sign. 

RTV 

'246. William Effinger 
On April 28, 1994 I met with Dr. Elizabeth Piasecki who appealed for 
some special consideration for | In view of the fact 

the • ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ • ^ • i ^ ^ H l H H ^ I for back bills 
(within an^vear which, in all probability, will not be requested 
because I M±s n o t sufficiently organized to retrieve back bills 
at this^^^He^^ | in caeh and 5 years of out-patient 
treatment at a maximum of | | per year, and in view of the 
serious risk of.| ^and family backlash in Lake Geneva and with 
the^assurance through | | from | WiB mother, 

| that this would clearly demonstrate the Church's good 
will and provide an opportunity for rehabilitation, I authorized a 
single month's in-patient treatment at I At the request of 
Dr. Piasecki I called Mrs. MH^HMori^^fflH^^9, 1994 in order to 
discuss the matter and then called • Hto guarantee payment'for 
one month's -treatment at $9,100.00 o o S f ^ ^ ^ 

RJS 

716. Effinger, William 
On June 15, 1994, I visited Bill Effinger at Oshkosh 
Correctional. He is doing tutoring and is involved in the Sex 
Offender Program. 

RTV 
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967. 

l^ 66. 

Effinger, William 
On November 10, 1993 I visited 
Correctional Institution. He is 
few months to be transferred to 
social worker were surprised he 
there are teenage prisoners there 

William Effinger at Green Bay 
adjusting, but expects within a 
Oshkosh. The psychologist and 
was sent to Green Bay because 

Bill wanted me to get him a 
TV, razor, shoes and socks. These have to be sent directly by 
the store by UPS. I was able to get these items for him. On 
11/19/93 I was also able to sell Bill Effinger's car. 

RTV 

William Effinger 
On December 20, 1993 I had an extended meeting with | 
in which I rehearsed the chronological events prior to Bill's 
departure from the parish. I emphasized the confused profile 
presented b y | | i n his initial phone call to Tom Venne's office 
(June 2, 1992), his not appearing for his appointment with Tom (June 
10, 1992), his sometimes conflicting story regarding the degree to 
which he had shared his complaint with members of his family and his 
desire for complete confidentiality, and his claim to have forgotten 
the date of the visit in Sheboygan (September 8, 1992). I also 
reviewed the way in which the decision to request his departure was 
apparently formulated by Liz and Tom immediately after that same 
visit. I noted that according to my information jggggg agreed with 
Bill's departure from the parish effective October 25, 1992 and I 
reiterated our conviction that the parish members were adequately 
protected by all the circumstances known to us at that time. 

RJS 

23. Effinger, William 
On January 7, 1994, Rev. Jerome Taddy called from the Green Bay 
Correctional Institution to inform us that William Effinger is 
being transferred today to Oshkosh Correctional Institution. The 
address is Oshkosh Correctional Institution, P.O. Box 3530, 
Oshkosh, WI 54930. The Catholic Chaplain is John Pawelski and 
the Protestant Chaplain is Ray Poff. The phone number is 
414-231-4010. 

RTV 

78. Effinger, William 
On January 19, 1994, we received copies 
by Judge Crivello in the cases of 

~~lagainst William Effinger. 

of the Order of smissal 

RTV 

87. Effinger, William 
On January 21, 1994, I visited William Effinger at Oshkosh 
Correctional Institution. He still is on somewhat limits because 
he has not been there 2 weeks yet. It is a much more pleasant 
place and a lot more freedom of movement. He will be in a sex 
offender program here. He seemed to be accepting his situation 
and responding positively. I was requested to buy several things 
of clothing that he can have here. 

RTV 
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791. Effinger, William 

On August 24, 1993 I called • ^ • ^ • ^ • 1 at St. Luke's 
Institute, since I had nor received Bill Effinger's personal 
effects yet. she said that she would make sure that they are 
sent to me. She said she had written to Bill and received a 
letter from him. 

RTV 

798. Effinger, Bill 
On August 25, 1993, I met with Bill Effinger at Dodge 
Correctional Institution. He is anxious to know to what prison 
he will be assigned. He has finished all of the evaluations. 
Once he is permanent he hopes to be given some work 
responsibilities. Presently he has none and the days are long. 
He instructed me to sell his car, to cancel his credit cards and 
to cash in his annuity with Met Life and to give $20,000.00 to 
the Archdiocese and the remaining $3,000.00 to his sister, 

RTV 

830. Effinger, William 
On September/^! called Paul Rogers to inquire about the status of 
Bill Effinger. Paul said Bill is awaiting a cell at Dodge and 
should be remaining there. 

RTV 

914. Effinger, William 
On October 5, 1993 we were informed that William Effinger was 
moved today from Dodge Correctional Institution to Green Bay 
Correctional Institution. The address is Green Bay Correctional 
Institution, P.O. Box 19033, Green Bay, WI 54307-9033. The 
chaplain's phone number is 432-4877 (ext 417). Fr. Taddy is 
chaplain and a classmate of Bill. 

RTV 
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690. Effinger, William 
On July 21, 1993 I called Paul Rogers to see how I might help 
Bill Effinger. Paul has been seeing Bill and said he is 
adjusting. Paul will let me know what things Bill would like me 
to bring when I visit. 

On July 30, 1993 I visited Bill Effinger at Dodge Correctional 
Institution. We met in Paul Rogers Office. Bill will have a 
staffing on August 19 to see where he will be sent for his 
sentence. Bill said Jerry Boyle had spoken to him about 
appealing the decision regarding the severity of the sentence. 
Bill said that he will make it. We talked about power of 
attorney and he asked me to do so. Also I asked about his car 
and he had not thought about it. He also had not paid his income 
taxes for this past year and I told him I would ask Wayne 
Schneider for help. 

RTV 

751. Effinger, William 
On August 10, 1993 Mark Spranger called me regarding Bill 
Effinger's car still being titled to the Parish. He though we 
were taking care of this, but he will contact the Motor Vehicle 
Dept. On August 13, 1993 I received a call from Frances 
(608-266-6767) from the Dept. of Transportation regarding this 
matter. She will send me all the materials to make the necessary 
changes. 

RTV 

765. William Effinger 

770. Effinger, Bill 
On August 16, 1993, I received a call from Mark Spranger, a 
trustee at Holy Name, Sheboygan. He will send me the pertinent 
materials he has to effect the transfer of Bill's car from the 
parish. 

RTV 
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534. Effinger, William 
On June 9, 1993 I visited with William Effinger at St. Luke's 
Institute in Suitland, MD. I met with members of the staff and 
Bill. They said that the past few weeks Bill has begun to reveal 
more of himself and share details of what he did. They feel he 
intellectualizes and does not share enough of what he is 
feeling. Bill does take part in all of the activities and 
cooperates with the staff. He is most concerned about what the 
judge will give him for a sentence. He is talking with a couple 
of other priests about living together somewhere in Michigan. He 
realizes that there is no hope for an assignment. 

RTV 

569. Effinger, William 
On June 19, 1993 I picked up William Effinger at Mitchell Field. 
He was originally scheduled for deposition with Atty. Elliott but 
Matt Flynn and Gerry Boyle decided to cancel that until after 
sentencing. Bill instead met with Wendy Petrehus and Gerry Boyle 
to help prepare for their defense. Bill informed me that his 
sentencing is scheduled for July 19. Bill stayed at St. Philip 
Neri and returned to Washington on 6/22/93. 

RTV 

671. Effinger, William 
On July 19, 1993 I was present for the sentencing of William 
Effinger. This took place at the Sheboygan Court House. Bill 
received the maximum sentence of 10 years and was immediately 
taken to prison. On 7/20/93 I called St. Luke's Institute to 
inform them. I spoke to g | who worked with Bill in group 
therapy. They were sad Bill could not finish there, but she said 
they had worked with him in case this would happen. She said 
Bill was grateful for what the Archdiocese was doing for him and 
said others were envious of this. They will pack Bill's things 
and await word where to send them. On 7/21/93 I spoke to a 
chaplain at Dodge Correctional in the absence of Paul Rogers. He 
said I could first visit on 7/28/93. 

RTV 
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180. William Effinger 
On March 30, 1993 I met Bill at the airport in order to have a 
conversation with him regarding the progress of his treatment before 
bringing him to Tom Venne's office later that morning. 

RJS 

196. William Effinger 

282. Effinger, William 
On April 7, 1993 we received a confidential report from St. 
.Luke's Institute that William Effinger has been in their program 
for six weeks and is making slow but steady progress in the 
treatment program. 

RTV 

338- Effinger, William 
On April 19, 1993 we received the first full report from St. 
Luke's Institute regarding their evaluation of William Effinger. 

RTV 

375. Effinger, William 
On April 28, 1993 Dave Filut called that he had called members of 
the St. Michael's Priest Fund Board and they agreed to extend 
payments to Bill Effinger for 3 more months. 

RTV 

406. Effinger, William 
On May 5, 1993 Matt Flynn and I met with Wolfgang Schrauth, the 
Probation Officer from Sheboygan, who is working on the 
pre-sentence investigation for Bill Effinger. We shared with him 
the files of Bill from the Personnel Office and the Chancery. 
Matt informed him that we had a file which contained information 
that is in civil litigation and he was comfortable with this. He 
asked a few questions regarding our policies from the past where 
a priest was again assigned to parish ministry following an 
allegation and what future ministry might be available for Bill. 
He was very honest in his attempts to be fair to all and to the 
church. Matt will continue to be a contact person for other 
information, 

RTV 

519. Effinger, William 
On June 4, 1993 I spoke with William Effinger to inform him of my 
planned visit to St. Luke's Institute on June 9. I also spoke to 
Gerald Boyle who verified the dates for Bill's deposition by 
Attv. Elliott on June 21 and 22, 1993, Gerry would like to meet 
with Bill on 6/20/93 in the evening in preparation. 

RTV 
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120. Effinger, William 
On February 26, 1993 I had arranged to meet William Effinger at 
Mitchell Field to drive him to Sheboygan for a court appearance. 
His plane from Washington to Chicago had been delayed, so a 
meeting with his attorney Gerald Boyle at St, Dominic's Rectory 
in Sheboygan had to be cancelled and Bill would have to go 
directly to the Sheboygan County Courthouse. We met Gerald Boyle 
there. On the way to the Courtroom I met | | and his 
wife whose son | | alleged the inappropriate sexual behavior of 
Bill. I spoke to them and asked how they were doing. He said it 
has been a time of ups and downs. I told him Archbishop Weakland 
had asked about him. In the Court Bill pleaded no contest. A 
pre-sentence investigation of 4-6 weeks was stated by Judge 
Langhoff. Bill stayed at St. Philip Neri Rectory that evening 
and I took him to the airport the next morning to return to 
Washington, D.C. He seemed like he was cooperating fully with 
the treatment program. He said he is grateful to Archbishop 
Weakland for the help he is getting and the support. 

RTV 

165. Effinger, William ^ ^ ^ ^ 
On March 9, 1993 Matt Flynn informed me that the | | Family 
in Sheboygan has retained Atty. Robert Habush in their seeking 
legal action for the alleged abuse of their son by William 
Effinger. 

RTV 

199. Effinger, William 
On March 16, 1993 I received a call from William Effinger. He 
must return to Milwaukee during the next two weeks to meet with 
Wolfgang Schrauth (1-459-37.80), a Probation officer from 
Sheboygan. This is part of the pre-sentencing investigation. I 
called Mr. Schrauth and arranged for this meeting on March 30 and 
31. It will take place in the Law office of Atty. Gerald Boyle. 
The appropriate flight arrangements were made. 

210. Effinger, William 
terch 19, 1993 I received a call from 

claims he was a server at Holy Name in 
Sheboygan In '83-'85. | claims he was not abused by Bill 
Effinger but Bill pushed him against a table and gave him a 
look. He was turned off to the Church for awhile but now goes to 
Sacred Heart. He was concerned if Bill would be back in ministry 
and was he doing so now. I told| | that Bill was receiving 
help and was not in ministry, mentioned the courts are 
involved at this time. I was satisfied with this 
information. 

RTV 

254. Effinger, William 
On March 30, 1993 William Effinger came to Milwaukee to meet with 
Wolfgang Schrauth, a probation officer from Sheboygan. Dick 
Sklba picked Bill up at the airport and visited with him. I took 
Bill to Gerald Boyle's office for his meeting with Wolfgang on 
3/30/93 and again on 3/31/93. He stayed overnight at St. Philip 
Neri. I took him to the airport on Wednesday afternoon (3/31/93). 

RTV 
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31. Effinger, William 
On January 8, 1993 Gerald Boyle called to confirm that he had 
communicated with William Effinger regarding the date to appear 
in Court on Jan. 19 at 3:00 P.M. I spoke to Jim Arimond who 
agreed to provide transportation for Bill from Guest House to 

. Sheboygan and back. We will arrange for someone to meet Jim and 
Bill in Sheboygan, so Jim will not have to be at the Courthouse. 
Later Bill Effinger called, and I told him of Jim's willingness 
to provide transportation and that as soon aa we know the 
definite date for his transfer to St. Luke's Institute, we will 
send hint his plane ticket. I also spoke to Bob Martin at Guest 
House, who will arrange for Jim Arimond to have lodging at Guest 
House on Jan. 18 & 19. He said that he had received permission 
to have Bill stay at Guest House until the St. Luke's has an 
opening, now scheduled for February 10. I informed all of the 
above to contact Tom Trepanier if further information is needed. 

RTV 

l/72. William Effinger 
On February 3, 1993 I spoke with therapist I • in West Bend 
in order to rectify a confusion in correspormence^namely the fact 
that the same letter had been Bent to the therapist on January 5 and 
January 28 1993 by computer error. In my conversation I clarified 
that the second letter should have authorized initial therapy with 
the request for a written treatment plan to be reviewed by other 
professionals working as consultants to the Archdiocese. 

RJS 
r 

46, Effinger, William 
On February 9, 1993, I received a call from William Effinger, who 
was concerned with his car being at Guest House and his transfer 
to St. Luke's on February 10, 1993. I told Bill I would be happy 
to make sure his car would be brought back to Milwaukee and I 
would find a place to keep it. On February 10, I spoke with 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ • B at St. Luke's Institute in preparation for Bill's 
arrival. Later that day I spoke with | at Guest House, 
who confirmed that Bill had arrived at St. Luke's. Bob said that 
Bill's car could be kept at Guest House until it was convenient 
to bring it to Milwaukee. 

RTV 

97. Effinger, William 
On February 22, 1993 we received the evaluation from Guest House 
for William Effinger. No AfterCare time was given because of the 
present circumstances. 

RTV 

98. Effinger, William 
On February 22, 1993 I spoke to William Effinger regarding his 
appearance in Court in Sheboygan on 2/26/93. Bill has spoken to 
Jerry Boyle regarding this. I told Bill we are sending the 
airline ticket for him. I will meet him at the airport. Jerry 
Boyle would like to meet with him in Sheboygan before the 
hearing. On 2/23/93 I spoke with I • at St. Luke's 
Institute. She is therapist for B^^^^^informed her of the 
arrangements for Bill's trip to Milwaukee. She asked if she 
could get a copy of the police report of the complaint against 
Bill. 

RTV 
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990. Effinger, William 
On December 23, 1992 I spoke to | Hat Guest House regarding 
the program for William Effinger following his hearing on Jan. 11. 
Bob said he would be ready to go to St. Luke's Institute at that 
time. If they were not able to accept Bill at St. Luke's at that 
time, he could return to Guest House until St. Luke's had room. On 
12/29/92 I spoke to Bonnie Connor at St. Luke's Institute. She said 
they would not have a place available until Jan. 27. However she was 
going to return a call to | | and also talk to Dr. I 

who was off until Jan. 4. She will let us know when a place will be 
available, I told her about the Jan. 11 date for the hearing. 

RTV 

RTV 

18. Effinger, William 
On January 5, 1993_J 
William Effinger 

RTV 

ADOM028884 



1/ 
732, 

William Effinger 
On December 2, 1991 spoke with Matt Flynn regardir 

936. Effinger, William ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
On December 9, 1992 {^^^^•••••••^••H' Bil1's sister 
called to inquire about him. She wanted to know if he was aware of 
the allegations against him. Told her that he was. She had heard 
that he has Gerald Boyle as his lawyer. I offered to forward any 
correspondence she would like to send. She is very angry at Bill and 
doesn't know if she wants to write or see him. 

RTV 

955 

971, 

Effinger, William 
On December 14, 1992 I spoke to 
counselor for Bill Effinger. He 

f Guest House, who is the 
le 

|said he has talked 
to Bill about this being the end of his ministry. ••Jfeels Bill 
acknowledges this intellectually but not emotionally. Bill asks 
where does he go? (would also like further direction 
concerning Bill, since he will have completed Guest House's program 
in early January. 

RTV 

Effinger, William 
, On December 18, 1992 I spoke to | fat Guest House concerning 
a future placement for Bill Effinger. Jwill contact St. Luke's 
Institute to proceed with a placement there and will have St. Luke's 
call us with further information. 

RTV 

981. Effinger, William 
On December 22, 1992 Bill Effinger called concerning plans for his 
transfer to St. Luke's Institute. | |has informed him of the 
need to terminate his program at Guest House and his contact for us 
with St. Luke's. I explained to Bill that we were concerned with him 
being in the Milwaukee Area because of the press and he understood. 
I told him I would check with Gerald Boyle to make sure there would 
be permission to go to another state. I spoke tc 
Gerald 

^ 

RTV 

William Effinger ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
on December 22, 1992 Bill's sister, I Icalled to speak of her 
personal anger over the actions of Billana her confusion over lack 
of any information in that regard over the years. She expressed 
concern about her own financial situation and I learned that she has 
three children, two sons and a daughter, of whom her son | • • [ • 
lives with her but does not sav very much. Her current address is: 

RJS 
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313. Effinger, William ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
On November 4, 1992 I received a call from | | who 
claimed her sonj | (now 26) went with Bill to Florida and 
was given drinks. She did not allege any other inappropriate 
behavior. 

RTV 

/, 687. William Effinger 
On November 9, 1992 Dr. Liz Piasecki called to report that she ia 
working with someone by the name of I Iwho alleges having been 
victimized by Bill some 20 years ago^^sne requested assistance for 
her therapy. Since Tom Venne is asking Liz to handle all these 
issues, and since Liz does not feel competent to represent the Church 
in such matters, she sought counsel. I agreed that Liz should 
probably not deal with the individual alone but meet with her and 
with someone either like Barbara Ann Cusack or myself if Tom Venne is 
unwilling to do so. Some professional assessment of the receipts and 
prognosis would be required as we attempt to formulate a process 
within the Archdiocese. Liz stated that she would speak with! 
and stay in contact with us. 

That same day I also spoke with District Attorney James Firsch who 
stated that the charge has been brought to the civil authorities and 
is being investigated. He himself has not received a formal report 
as yet. I indicated that the Bill's address could be found either 
through Tom Venne's office or my own if needed. Subsequently after 
further consultation I alerted both Sr. Kathleen and Rita to request 
that this information be obtained from the office of Gerry Boyle or 
Matt Flynn, I also asked Sr. Kathleen to make sure that Matt Flynn's 
office knew Bill's telephone number and address. 

RJS 

i/< 694, William Effinger ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
On November 12, 1992 Mr. I I called to report the general 
feeling of the Sheboygan area that the Archbishop and I are more 
concerned about the priest than the victim. He was astounded to hear 
that I had in fact handed allegations over to the civil authorities 
for investigation in the past. When asked what we could do 
differently in order to communicate the full concern for victims, he 
had no response and promised to think about the matter further. 

That same day our office spoke with Barbara Ann Cusack and Liz 
Piasecki in our efforts to find a convenient time to meet withl 
^ ^ ^ ^ • w h o seeks to bring her employer (attorney) friend to a 
therapeutic meeting with Dr. Piasecki and someone from the 
Archdiocese, probably Barbara Ann Cusack in view of schedule 
constraints. I presented the entire matter to Matt Flynn who 

I asked Rita to talk 
with Liz Piasecki in order to make better arrangements. 

I also spoke with Matt I 
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310. Effinger, William 
On November 3, 1992 T spoke with | • from Sheboygan who 
had claimed a letter was sent to UieArchr^hTp^bout Bill Effinger 
and his son in early 1986. It was about drinking and suggestions by 
Bill but no sexual behavior took place. I explained that he had no 
record of the letter and our policy if we had received it. I also 
told him I talked to Roland Newman the Trustee at the time and he had 
talked to the other trustee and no one has been able to come up with 
a copy of the letter. He said he is going to have them send us their 
recollections of the incident for our records. 

RTV 

811. Effinger, William 
On November 3, 1992 Rick Stoffel came to see me with an allegation 
against Bill Effinger by a woman who came to see Rick recently. He 
told him she was 9 years old at the time and is now 32 years old. 
The alleged incident happened in Kenosha. I told Rick to tell her we 
had a woman psychologist who helps us in listening to allegations, 
and we would be happy to have her contact our psychologist. On 
11/7/92 I talked to Liz Piasecki who said this woman had contacted 
her and asked for financial help for her therapy. Liz told her she 
was not authorized to do this, but would be open to meeting with her 
to discuss the allegations. The woman said that she would think this 
over. Liz suggested we need a better policy regarding payment for 
counseling of alleged victims with restrictions and control. Also 
she suggested Catholic Social Services as our agent for Counseling. 
I said I would get the appropriate people together to discuss this. 

RTV 
812. Effinger, William 

On November 4, 1992 Theresa Johannek informed me that a family from 
Sheboygan had called her last night and would be coming to the 
Cousins Center this morning to bring allegations of inappropriate 
sexual b e h a v ^ r a q ^ i n g e r . Dick Sklba, Liz Piasecki and 
I met with | ^who told us of inappropriate sexual 
behavior on the part of Bill. | I is now 21, | | is 19. 
recalls these situations when he was 12-14 years old. Since this is 
within the statutes of limitations he feels the need to inform the 
D.A. of Sheboygan so charges can be brought against Bill. He feels 
he needs to do this for the sake of others. After talking to the 
young men, Archbishop Weakland and the family of the young men 
(parents are( • joined us and shared their 
hurt by all of this. | | Indicated he would probably bring a 
lawsuit against the Diocese because of this. Liz Piasecki agreed to 
help the family with immediate counseling. Dick Sklba said he would 
inform the Sheboygan D.A. of the family that had come to us, but not 
reveal the family name. On 11/6/92 I was informed that the Sheboygan 

= a J __v i.-. *.„!,„ 4-1,!̂ . ~a<sa horanao hp is a member of Holy 
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^661. William Effinger 
On October 29, 1992 I attended a meeting with the Archbishop and 
various office representatives to review the needs articulated by 
events in Sheboygan since the weekend. It waB agreed that Richard 
Berres of the CSS office in Kenosha would be the primary spokesperson 
of Archdiocesan communication in the Kenosha area, that Gary Howley 
of the CSS office in Sheboygan would be the primary spokesperson and 
source of information in that geographical area, that Tom Venne1s 
office would be the primary reference point for phone calls or 
allegations in the Milwaukee area, with Mary Kay and Project Benjamin 
as a backup, and that Rachelle Kawlewski would be the primary 
telephone contact in Lake Geneva area (with Dave Brown as a 
backup). Each office was asked to keep track of calls and to report 
that information each noon and evening to Mary Kay with subsequent 
calls to the respective offices of District Attorneys as needed. The 
primary resource for press contact would be the offices of the 
Archbishop, my own or that of Ralph Gross in the meantime. It was 
announced that retired Judge Leander Foley had accepted the 
invitation to become a formal consultant to the Archbishop in 
reviewing cases. It was also decided that anyone who was judged 
vulnerable (namely accused of misconduct without further legal action 
or accused with some settlement out of court of being monitored after 
Police contact) would be requested to ait down with staff and 
Trustees in order to discuss the special circumstances of each case, 
thus bringing responsible parish leadership into the circle of people 
having appropriate information. It was agreed that anyone already 
retired would be contacted and requested to cease parish sacramentai 
ministry until each case could be reviewed. 

At the request of Archbishop Weakland I called Bishop Banks in Green 
Bay that same day to alert him to possible Statewide inquiry on the 
part of Channel 4. The following day I also contacted Bishop Wirz in 
Madison with the same information. 

RJS 

</ 668. William Effinger 
on November 2, 1992 after the Parish Town Ha^lmeetinaai^Hply Name 
Schoolauditorium in Sheboygan I spoke with| (and with 
Mrs. | •wbo^i^iformed me that she and her son were the individuals 
to which | | alluded earlier. We all acknowledged that her son 
as an adult must determine the degree to which he wishes publicity at 
this time of his own healing. 

OnNovember 4, 1992 I joined Tom Venne, Liz Piasecki and | 
j^^^^^Bin meeting with Mr. 

(regarding the 
allega^kc^i^oftheiraonBl Later that aame day I spoke 
with District Attorney James Frisch of Sheboygan (1-459-3040) in 
which I reported the allegation of the | | family without 
indicating any names. He expressed his gratitude for that 
communication and said he would give them every possible courtesy 
when they came forward. 

RJS 
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^y. Kttinger, William 
On Saturday, January 7, 1989 I spoke with Dave Braun regarding his 

last visit with Bill and subsequent casual conversation. Dave continues to 
believe that a visit to Guest House would be very beneficial for Bill and 
recommends follow through on the similar unanimous recommendation of the 
Task Force in Bill's regard. 

RJS 

307. Effinger, William 
On Tuesday, March 27, 1989 the office received several phone calls as 

a result of the extended notice in THE SHEBOYGAN PRESS (Monday, March 26, 
1989) regarding the verdict in a trial for driving under the influence of 
alcohol. Since Bill is currently out of the area for the week, I wrote a 
letter insisting that he go to Guest House for a week's evaluation as soon 
as possible. 

RJS 

355. Effinger, William 
On Wednesday, April 5, 1989 I spoke with Bill who agreed to go to 

Guest House for the week's evaluation program, probably choosing the first 
week in May. I immediately contacted Guest House and asked Jerry Herber to 
call Bill and finalize details. 

RJS 
389. Effinger, William 

On Friday, April 14, 1989 I received some angry phone calls from 
parishioners and priests in the Sheboygan area alleging that Bill was 
drinking and driving on Wednesday evening and expressing great fear 
regarding potential injury to others as a result of this condition. I 
called Guest House to learn that there was an opening immediately and then 
called Bill obtaining his agreement to go to Guest House effective Monday, 
April 17, 1989 rather than May 1 as originally agreed upon. 

RJS 

397. Effinger, William 
On Saturday, April 15, 1989 I again spoke with Bill who agreed to go 

to Guest House on the following Monday and had arranged for sacramental 
coverage at Holy Name during his absence. 

RJS 
419. Effinger, William 

OnFriday^pril 21, 1989 I had an extended telephone conversation 
with ^ M M ^ M B H o f Guest House who reported that Bill had been very 
cooperative during his week of evaluation. The conclusion was that a high 
probability exists for alcoholism in Bill's case but the professional staff 
would not insist upon immediate three-month treatment if Bill maintained 
his current level of commitment to certain behavioral precautions. A 
formal letter will follow, and I will speak with Bill about it in the near 
future. 

RJS 
544. Effinger, William 

On Wednesday, May 17, 1989 I was informed that Bill continues"to 
t K w S O n , ^ m ° d e r a t e use <* alcohol. A letter from Guest House stated 
that they would have recommended residential treatment had there been any 
indication that such would be the case upon Bill's return to Sheboygan 

p JQ 

404. Effinger, William 
On Tuesday, June 5, 1990 the office roc<?iv^H from ArchMshoi: 

a letter of concern fi*om Mrs. I m 
together with a memo r e c o u n t i n ^ ^ 1 i s t o r y T ^ h ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ S P ? r f ? S s

l e , 

to a situation in Lake Geneva in 1979, and the request of the Archbishop 
that I follow up this inquiry at my earliest opportunity. 

RJS 
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1089. Kllinger, William 
He and I met with Dr. • • B B H H H HI °f 
Wausau to discuss Effinger'3 recent evaluation there 
t.ion was a positive one in the.sense that it revealed nothing 
critical in Effinger's situation. However, the following recommenda
tions were made; 
1. Effinger needs to have a good, solid, regular spiritual director, 
2. Although he does not require treatment at this time for alcoholism, 

he needs some out-patient counseling in this regard. It was sug
gested that this counseling be done by someone who is not known 
to him personally and who can be very objective about his situa
tion. Unless he learns to control his drinking, the prognosis is 
poor in regards to him becoming an alcoholic. Effinger was very 
cooperative and said he would follow through in both areas. I told 
him that I wanted to check him on the alcoholism after some time 
to see what type of counseling he had entered into, I suggested 
that the De Paul Center in Port Washington would be an excel lent 
place to start, I need to send him a list of spiritual directors. 

After Effinger left, | | told me that he still was somewhat con
cerned as to whether Effinger was dealing enough with his sexuality. 

J thinks I may need to be even more confrontative with Effinger \ 
in regard to sexuality and alcoholism in the future. 

11/18/83 

; 261. Effinger, William 
Father Peter Carek told me that he is becoming more and more alarmed 
at what is happening to Effinger when he drinks. He mentioned a 
couple of incidents recently that showed that Effinger became very 
belligerant, experienced a personality change and so forth after a 
couple of drinks. I told Carek that I was trying to monitor the 
situation and would appreciate Carek and some of Effingefs other 
cronies sitting down with me and Sochurek and hashing this matter 
out. I think it is probably time that Effinger undergoes treatment. 
Carek said he would be willing to do that, and later on I spoke to 
Sochurek who thought this was also a good idea. 

3/9/84 

483. Effinger, William 
On Monday, September 21, 1987 I received a phone call from a priest 
expressing concern for Bill and his drinking, and reporting that he 
was allegedly arrested for driving under the influence of alcohol on 
two occasions the same evening earlier this month in Fond du Lac. 
I will bring the matter to the Task Force next week. 

RJS 
204. Effinger, William 

On Tuesday, March 8, 1988 Don Elverman and I visited Bill at the 
rectory in order to discuss the issue of alcoholism and to recommend Guest 
House for Bill. He was very candid in describing the experience of the 
double arrest last fall in Fond du Lac and the rehabilitation r-equired by 

* the Court. He does not believe that he is alcoholic, but will study the 
literature, and I trust his judgement in this matter as a result of our 
discussion. 

RJS 
1030.Effinger, William 

On Wednesday, October 19, 1988 I spoke with Don Elverman about the 
recent intervention and on Sunday, October 23, 1988 I spoke with Bill 
briefly. He stated that he has bogun the mandatory program at Port 
Washington as a result of the driving arrest. 

RJS 
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816. Ef fingers-William 
Father Sochurek and I visited with Msgr. Knackert to find out what 
Effinger's reputation is in the community presently. Knackert sa£d 
that Effinger is being praised for his administration of Holy Name 
Parish. Knackert agrees this is true. Effinger has done wonders 
to improve the place and restore the people's confidence In their 
parish. On a negative note, Knackert said that some of the people 
he hears are saying that Effinger become loud and boisterous when 
he drinks too much. Knackert said that people are talking about 
such behavior in places like the Haufbrau House and Binversey's 
Tavern. Knackert said that he has never seen Effinger in this con
dition nor has Effinger ever been unkind to him, but he said some^^^ 
people are talking like this. Later we spokewith Mr. and Mrs, fj 

H, parishioners of the parish | We bad invited 
Mrs. | Bto talk about an incident that occurred back in 
May and her husband took off work because she was nervous about this 
interview. They seemed to | H and myself like very honest and 
fine people interested in their son and in the parish and also in 
Father Bill, They claimed that before school ended in May there 
was an incident following a typical bingo night at the parish whereby 
Father allowed 10 to 12 young boys, some of whom were in 7th and 
8th grade, to sleep over at the parish and play in the gym. Their 
son and another boy reported to their parents that they left party 
at about 3:00 a.m. when things became out of control. One of the 
boys, they claim, had too much to drink (about 10 beers) and became 
violently ill. In addition to beer the boys had access to alter 
wine as well. There was a lot of damage done to the gymnasium and 
her son and the other boy left when the bow and arrows came out and 
started to be shot all over the gymnasium. The boys claimed that 
Effinger was there and allowed this to take place. The | |'s 
were a little bit embarrassed that they had not reported this event 
sooner although they said that the school principal has found out 
and called all the boys in and had Father Effinger apologize to them 
and let it be known that this would not happen again, The| 

B's save to Sochurek and roe the name of_Mrg_._ 
| who could sub-

sL.-intiate this story. Sochurek and T were not able to contact 
Mrs,| (but we did speak to § | the school principal 
who called the incident the "lock in". She verified the story In 
detail and said she was not aware of any homosexual activity although 
some of the parents were wondering why the boys were given liquor if 
homosexual conduct was not involved (thejj m s s a ^ their 
son told them there was no homosexual conduct at that time). 
Mrs. I ^confirmed the fact that Effinger had been taking boys 
up to a cottage in the north on vacation from time to rime and said 
that her own son, a teenage son, was also invited, Sochurek and I 
then visited Effinger and we praised him for the obvious good he was 
doing in the community but we also expressed our concerns for his 
reputation afid his ministry because of the way people were talking 
about him drinking coo much in the local bars and at bingo, 
Effinger said that if that is the case he will simply cut down or 
stop his drinking. We then explained to him that it was more com
plicated and discussed the whole "lock In" incident. He did not 
deny anything except he stated that the kids got the beer and the 
wine and that he did not give it to them although he said he was 
wrong for allowing them to continue to drink it. I told Effinger 
that because of this incident which represented extremely poor 
judgement and which was totally out of turn here for Effinger, I 
was recommending that he receive an evaluation of his health and 
possible chemical dependency at a place like Psychology Associates 
In Wausau or Guest House. He agreed but at the same time felt that 
stepping drinking would be helpful for him. I told him if he was 
diagnosed as having a problem or a problem was potential in the 
future or if he required total abstinance, then it would be that 
much easier. He wants to work this evaluation out in conjunction 
with his retreat which he will now make at Marathon the first 
week in October. I told him I would make those arrangements. We 
thanked him for his splendid cooperation. 

9/2/83 
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IN CAUSA To: Bishop Richard Sklba 
Dr. Barbara Anne Cusack 
Fr. Dennis Klemme 
Fr. Jim Connell 
Fr, Phil Reifenberg 
Dr. Elizabeth Piasecki 

Froms Tom Brundage 

Enclosed are the copies of the pertinent documents relating to the 
three priest cases that have been the subject of discussion over the 
last several weeks. 

Barbara Anne and I met with the Archbishop on December 21 and he signed 
the documents. 

Please note that there are three individual decrees that have been 
signed by the Archbishops 

1). A decree initiating a canonical investigation of sexual misconduct 
and solicitation in the confessional by the Rev, Lawrence Murphy. This 
decree has not yet been communicated to Fr. Murphy. 

2). A decree concerning a penal case against the Reverend William 
Effinger. This has not yet been communicated to Fr. Effinger 

3). A decree initiating an investigation of allegations of sexual 
misconduct, solicitation in the confessional, and abuse of 
ecclesiastical power by the Reverend Michael Neuberger. ThiB decree 
was sent to Father Neuberger, with the accompanying decree of 
restrictions, by registered mail, on December 26, 1995. 

Can I suggest that the canonists reconvene early in the New year? At 
that meeting we need to finish work on the petition by the promoter of 
justice for the Effinger case and work out the details of making the 
decrees known to Fathers Effinger and Murphy. Some suggested dates are: 

Tuesday, January 9, 1995; 10s30 am or 2s00 pm 
Wednesday, January 10, 1995s 10:00 am or 2*.00 pm 
Tuesday, January 16, 1995: 10:30 am 

Please let me know at your earliest convenience which of these dates 
would be possible for you, 

Peace in the New Year. 

Tom Brundage 

3501 South Lake Drive, P 0. Liox 07912 
Milwaukee, WI 33207-0912 • (411)769-3300 
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Intake Call: 

Coordinator 
Contact 

CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES 
ARCHDIOCESE OF MILWAUKEE 

SEXUAL ABUSE CONTACT REPORT 

Date:1/28/94 Time: By:| | Psy.D. 
X Phone In Person call from Fr. David Braun 

Date:1/31/94 Time: 12:30 p.m. By:| 
X Phone In Person 

>.D.U" 

Person Reporting: 
Phone Number: 
Current Address: 

Allegations made by: 
(if not same as above) 

Name: 
Address: 
Phone: 

Allegations Against: 

Time Period: 

Where: 

Reported: 
(Previously? To Whom?) 

Alleged Abuse: 

History: 

Current Therapist: 

Next Steps: 1. 
2. 

same 

Date of Birth 
Age at time of 
Allegations 11-12 

Rev. William Effinger 

1972-1973 

St. Francis De Sales Parish, Lake Geneva 

Father Dave Braun 

Molested "a number of times", threatened with not being able 
to graduate. 

in the recent past. 

Can't afford psychotherapy. Sees a psychiatrist for med 
checks. Has back balance of approximately $1,200 from therapy 
and hospitalization. Needs additional money for rent. 

Referral to therapist from Archdiocese of 

Report given to: 

X Archbishop Weakland 

X Fr. Tom Venne (Clergy) 

Rick Tank (Non-Cleric) 

X _ Matt Flynn (Legal) 

Bishop Sklba 

Fr. Al Veik (Religious) 

Fr. Len Barbian 

12/93 
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ADDENDUM TO AGREEMENT BETWEEN 

AND THE ARCHDIOCESE OF MILWAUKEE 

WHEREAS, I executed a Settlement 

Agreement and Mutual Release, on February 17, 1994, along 

withl St. Francis DeSales Catholic Church, 

William:-Effinger, and the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 

Milwaukee, which Settlement Agreement and Mutual Release is 

incorporated by reference; and 

WHEREAS, that Settlement Agreement provided in 

pertinent part that, among other things, William Effinger, 

St. Francis DeSales Catholic Church, and the Roman Catholic 

Archdiocese of Milwaukee jointly agreed to pay for five years 

of psychotherapy expenses for | | with a cap on 

those expenses per year of $5,000, commencing on February 15, 

1994, and ending on February 15, 1999, with the total maximum 

obligation of $25,000 for the five year period; and 

WHEREAS, St, Francis DeSales 

Catholic Church, William Effinger, and the Roman Catholic 

Archdiocese of Milwaukee have jointly agreed that the above 

referenced obligation to pay for $5,000 a year of 

psychotherapy expenses for five years shall be canceled and 

rescinded, and instead the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 

Milwaukee, St. Francis DeSales Catholic Church, and William 

Effinger have jointly agreed to pay in 1994 a total sum of 

$25,000 for in-patient psychotherapy treatment for 

at the request of 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY AGREED AS FOLLOWS: 

QB2\96269. 
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1. The provision in the Settlement Agreement and 

Mutual Release executed by I Ion February 17, 

1994, and by the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Milwaukee on 

February 18, 1994, is amended to rescind and cancel the 

obligation of any party to that agreement to pay for five 

years of psychotherapy expenses for I I for a total 

amount of $25,000, from February 15, 1994 and ending on 

February 15, 1999. 

2. In consideration for the cancellation and 

rescission of that obligation, the Roman Catholic Archdiocese 

of Milwaukee, St. Francis DeSales Catholic Church, and 

William Effinger will jointly pay for $25,000 of in-patient 

psychotherapy treatment fori I, at the request of 

as follows. The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 

Milwaukee will pay $25,000, for in-patient psychotherapy 

expenses for | [to the 

This payment is 

specifically acknowledged to be at the request of | 

• and in consideration ofB ^canceling and 

rescinding the obligation of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese 

of Milwaukee, St. Francis DeSales Catholic Church, and 

William Effinger to pay a total of $25,000 of out-patient 

psychotherapy expenses fori I as set out in the 

Settlement Agreement and Mutual Release among them. 

3. The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Milwaukee, 

I St. Francis DeSales Catholic Church, and 

QB2\96269, -2 -
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William Effinger further agree that nothing in this addendum 

shall be construed to change in any manner any of the terms 

of the Settlement Agreement and Mutual Release entered into 

between them, and signed by the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 

Milwaukee on February 18, 1994, and by I Ion 

February 17, 1994, other than as set out above. 

4. In witness of this addendum to the agreement, 

we have hereunto set out hands on the dates respectively 

indicated. 

ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE 
OF MILWAUKEE 

By: 

Date: 

IN PRESENCE OF: 

WILLIAM J. EFFINGER 

Date: 

IN PRESENCE OF: 

QB2\96 269. - 3 -
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ST. FRANCIS DESALES 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

By: 

Dates 

IN PRESENCE OF: 

QB2\96269. -4-
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CATHOLIC 
SOCIAL 

SERVICES 
of the Archdiocese 
of Milwaukee, Inc. 

February 18, 1994 

3501 South Lake Drive 
P.O. Box 07912 

Milwaukee, 
WI 33207-0912 
411^769-3400 

FAX 414/769 3408 

Enclosed is a check for the agreed upon settlement amount 
of $15,000.00. 

I will talk to you soon about working with your therapists. 

Sincerely, 

Elizabeth C. Piasecki, Ph.D. 
Coordinator, Archdiocesan Response to Sexual Abuse 

ECP:bb 

Enclosure 
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AiQ-roioa^goE MILWAUKEE 
February 19, 2004 CHANCm 

Please allow me to continue to update you about developments that may concern you. 

On February 27, 2004 the findings of the "John Jay Study" will be released. This study 
was commissioned by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops at their Dallas meeting in 
June, 2002. John Jay College of Criminal Justice conducted a survey, and this report will 
include cumulative numbers from dioceses across the'United States who reported on their 
individual numbers since 1950, 

Naturally you will be interested in this news story because of its personal dimensions for 
you, but many victim/survivors have also let me know how extensive media coverage of 
clergy sexual abuse causes intense personal disruption and setbacks. In addition to a 
"heads up" about the turmoil you may face, let me make a few suggestions about how 
you might manage this time period. 

. • Be in charge of your media doges, rather than let it control you. Choose when 
and where and how much exposure you want. Turn off the TV or radio and . 
put away the newspaper, as needed. Let people know if you don't want to talk 
about it now. 

• Turn to people who offer you genuine caring and support. Distinguish these 
from the people who have another interest or purpose in talking to you about 
your personal relationship to the topic. Remember that you have choices about 
whether you publicly identify yourself as a victim. Talk with people with 
whom you feel "safe." 

• Consider making an appointment with your therapist if you don't already have 
one. If you have not taken advantage of our offer to assist financially with 
psychotherapy, but would like to do so, please contact me. There are also 
support groups that focus on the healing needs of sexual abuse survivors, for 
which I can provide information. You are welcome to turn to me as a support 
person as well. 

Previously we informed you that a new mediation program, independent of the 
Archdiocese, was forthcoming. The Clergy Sexual Abuse Mediation System is designed 
to resolve disputes for those who have been sexually abused by Catholic clergy, with the 
goal of healing, restoration and closure. If you are not already registered to participate in 
mediation, you may do so by calling 414-302-9215 or 1-866-302-9215. The last date for 
requesting mediation if you choose to seek resolution. 

3501 South Lake Drive, P.O. Box 070912, Milwaukee, WI 53207-0912 
PHONE: (-,14)769-3340 • FAX; (-114)769-3408 • E-MAIL: chanccry@arclimil.org • WEB sun; www.arch.mil org 
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February 19,2004 
Page 2 

I pray and hope that your journey as a survivor of clergy sexual abuse starts to become 
easier. For the Catholic Church it is a necessary time of public accountability in order to 
be responsible for what happened in the past, to change the culture and ways of operating 
in the present, and to practice prevention in the future. As we have said before, no words 
or actions erase the burden you have borne as a result of this issue. 

May God be with you, 

Barbara Reinke, Ph.D. 
Sexual Abuse Prevention & Response 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee 

BR:saz 
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