
The Individual Specific Protocols (ISP) implement the primary goal of protecting minors and the 
integrity of the Church. Additionally, the ISP serves as a safeguard for the individual priest/deacon with 
regard to the possibility of subsequent allegations. As long as the cleric is a client of the Office of 
Professional Responsibility, he will be subject to appropriate protocols, restrictions and monitoring under 
the authority of the Vicar for Priests and supervised by the Professional Responsibility Administrator 
(PRA); please refer to protocol number 15. 

This ISP for is as follows (PRA to initial all that apply): 

I. __ Restricted from being alone with minors (anyone under the age of 18) without the presence 
of another responsible adult. 

2 . 

., 

.). 

4. __ The "Clergy Daily Log" to be completed on a daily basis and co-signed by the monitor. The 
log is a tool that is used for the protection of minors, the priest/deacon, the monitor and the 
Archdiocese. Although it lists all time periods, it is to intended to provide an accurate record of 
the day rather than a detailed clock. If you are describing an off-campus activity, please include 
the place, the general purpose of the visit/trip/activity (e.g. Spiritual Direction, therapy), and the 
telephone number only if it is a private residence. (For example, it is enough to indicate that you 
did personal shopping rather than the name, location and telephone number of each individual 
store.) If your self-description is challenged, some documentation/verification may be requested. 
The monitor will return the log forms at the end of each month to PRA. 

5. __ Abide by the restriction of residence to---------'------------
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6. __ No inappropriate use of computers, software, Internet capabilities, communications tools or 
technology. The standards articulated in the Policies and Procedures of the Archdiocese oj 
Chicago and the Handbook For Archdiocesan Employees will apply. 

7. __ Must complete and submit the "Travel/Vacation Agreement" to PRA prior to a scheduled 
departure. 

8. Attendance at a recommended support group (please 
indicate specific support group). Recommended frequency of __ times per week/month (please 
circle one). Attendance at a recommended support group is to be reflected on "Clergy Daily Log" 
forms. 

9. No ministerial part1c1pation in the public celebration of the Eucharist or any other 
Sacrament or Sacramental without the prior, written permission of the Vicar for Priests. 

10. __ Refrain from wearing any garb that would give the appearance of, or seem to infer, a 
priest/deacon who has canonical faculties and is currently assigned to some ministry (e.g., the 
'clerical shirt'). 

11. __ The right of defense must not involve the public life of the Church. 

12. __ On-site visits by PRA annually to include meeting with PRA and the cleric. 

13. __ On-site visits by Vicar for Priests (VP) annually to include a meeting with VP and the cleric. 

14. This ISP is to be reviewed annually with PRA, VP, and the cleric. 

15. Because the private celebration of the Eucharist is possible, during the course of each week one of 
the Masses celebrated is to be for the intention of the priests of the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

16. Any change or alteration to this agreement will involve consultation with the cleric, his monitor, 
the PRA, and the VP. The cleric, his monitor, the PR.A or the VP can initiate the discussion for 
change or alteration, and at the discretion of any of the parties, his legal and/or canonical counsel 
may be involved. 

I have reviewed, understand, and agree to all of these individual specific Protocols. 

Signature of PRA: ------------------- Date: _________ _ 

Signature of VP: ___________________ Date:----------

A copy of this Protocol will be lcept on file in the Office of Professional Res11onsibility and on file in the Office of the 
Vicar for Priests. 
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CLERGY DAILY LOG 
The Office of Professional Responsibility, pursuant to Article § 1104.4.3, is responsible to "monitor programs for 
treatment, rehabilitation or supervision of clerics ... " 
TI1e Individual Specific Protocol for: _Ri_· c.:.....h_ar.:.....d.:;__W.:......_F_a..;..ss.:.....b.:.....in_d_e_r_,_,,,--.,.......,....,,..---..,.------------

(Cleric Name) 

requires that you keep a "log" of your daily activities. The "log" is completed daily and submitted to the 
Administrator at the end of each month for review. Include the place, the purpose of visit/trip/activity (i.e. Spiritual 
Direction, therapy), and the telephone number if it is appropriate. Please remember that this tool is intended to 
provide an accurate record of the day rather than a detailed clock. 

TIME PLACE TELEPHONE PURPOSE 
(If appropriate) 

7:00 - 8:00 A.M. 

8:00 - 9:00 

9:00 - 10:00 

10:00 - 11:00 

11 :00 - 12:00 

12:00 - 1:00 P.M. 

1:00 - 2:00 

2:00 - 3:00 

3:00 - 4:00 

4:00 - 5:00 

5:00 - 6:00 

6:00 - 7:00 

7:00 - 8:00 

8:00 - 9:00 

9:00 - 10:00 

10:00 - 11 :00 

11 :00 - 7:00 A.M. 

Client Signature: Date: 
-----------------~ 

Monitor Signature: Date: 

Date Received: 

Rev. 7 /15/03 Administrative Signature: 
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TRAVELNACATION NOTIFICATION 

-------- [name of cleric] has informed this office that he will be traveling to 

------------- [destination address and contact phone number] from 

_______ [departure date] through _______ [return date]. 

---------- [name of cleric] will be monitored by 

---------- [name of travel monitor]. _________ [nameof 

travel monitor] has accepted the responsibility ofveri~ying the location and activities of 

--------- [name of cleric] during the aforementioned time frame. 

[see attached correspondence] 

I. Contacts with minors by [name of cleric] must be in the --------

presence of _________ [name of travel monitor]. Inappropriate situations 

and locations incompatible with a priestly lifestyle are to be avoided. 

2. ________ [name of travel monitor] may be asked to attest to the 

activities and whereabouts of ________ [cleric name] over 

--------- [aforementioned time frame]. 

3. As previously noted, the date ofreturn to _______ 's [cleric name] 

residence has been scheduled for _______ [aforementioned return date]. 

However, due to weather conditions or emergencies that may arise, the date may be 

changed. In the event of such a circumstance, should the original plans be 

substantially changed, please contact PRA at [312] 751-5205. 

Cleric Signature: Date: 

PRA Signature: Date: 
---------~ 

A copy of this document will be provided to the cleric. The original will be placed in the cleric's file 
in the Office of Professional Responsibility and a copy will be placed in the cleric's file in the Vicar 
for Priests' Office. 
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June 29, 1953 

My dear Father Faaablnder, 

l hereby appoint you aHlatant to the paator of 

St. Hugh Church, Lyons, Ullnols. 

You wlll klndly report for duty to Father Murray 

onJuly 7th. 

Wlth bleHlq, 

Rn. Rlcha.rd W. FaHblnder 

2324 W. UZth St. 

Chleaso 43, lllllaola 

Archblahop of Chlca10 
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June 11 , 1 96 4 

My dear Father Fassbinder: 

I hereby appoint you assistant to 

the pastor of Queen of All Saints Parish, Chicago, 

transferring you from assistant to the pastor of 

St. Hugh Parish, Lyons, Illinois. 

You will kindly report for duty 

on Thursday, June 25th, to iv:sgr. Dolan, the Pastor. 

Wishing you every blessing, I 

remain 

+ 

Archbishop of Chicago 

Reverend Richard W. Fassbinder 
St. Hugh Rectory 
7939 W. 43rd Street 
Lyons, Illinois 
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(j~~ 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFIC£ BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of ihe Archbishop February 15, 1967 

Reverend Richard W. Faaablnder 
Queen of All Saln! a Baalllca 
6280 N. Saupnaasb 
Chicago, l lliDola 60646 

Dear Father Fassbinder: 

It glYe8 me great pleuuro to appoblt you as 
Aui8taDt to tbe R.ft'eread John McLorallle, Pastor of St, Emily 
Churcb. 101 North Homer La1111t, Mt. Prospect, llliDoia, and bl 
accordance with Canon 476, S, to graat you tbe necaea.ty facult lea 
for t be faltbful diacbarp of that duty. 

Thie appointment la effective immediately but 
I would ask you to malce arraqementa with tbe Pastor about tm 
exact date wbeo you will assume your new duties. 

Wlahing you nery bles•ing aDd prlatly succesa 
ID UWI pastoral assignment, I am, dear Father Pasabinder, 

Very troly yours 1n Chrlat, 

Arcbblabop of Cblcago 

Chancellor 

cc: 1Uw. John McLoralne 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

OJfia af the Archbishop 

Reverend Richard W. Fassbinder 
St. Emily Parish 
101 N. Horner Lane 
Mt. Prospect, lllinois 60056 

Dear Father Fassbinder, 

May 30, 1973 

In accordance with Canon 47 6, and following the 
recommendation of the Clergy Personnel Board, His Eminence, 
Cardinal Cody, is pleased to appoint you as Vicarius Cooperator to 

Reverend David J. Lynch, Pastor 
Prince of Peace Parish - Lake Villa 

and grants you the necessary faculties for the faithful discharge of 
that duty. 

This appointment will be effective June 11, 1973, but 
I would ask you to make arrangements with the pastor about the exact 
date when you will assume your new duties. 

Wishing you every blessing and priestly success in 
this pastoral assignment, I am, dear Father Fassbinder, 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Vicar General and Chancellor 

cc: Reverend David J. Lynch, Pastor - Prince of Peace Parish 
Reverend John McLoraine, Pastor - St. Emily Parish 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of the Vicar General January 7, 1975 

Reverend Richard W. Fassbinder 
Prince of Peace Rectory 
Box 265 
Lake Villa, Illinois 60046 

Dear Father Fassbinder: 

Due to the illness of the Reverend David J. Lynch, Pastor of 
Prince of Peace Parish, Lake Villa, in accordance with Canon 475 of the Code 
of Canon Law and by special mandate of His Eminence, John Cardinal Cody, 
we are pleased to appoint you temporarily as Administrator of Prince of Peace 
Parish, Lake Villa, Illinois, with full spiritual and temporal administrative 
powers, and we heartily commend you tc; the good people there. 

You will assume all the rights and obligations of the pastorate 
with the exception of the obligation of the Mass for the People, which remains 
with the Pastor, Father Lynch. 

This appointment is effective immediately and we wish you to 
begin your new duties as soon as possible, 

Wishing you every blessing in this important office, we remain, 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Vicar General 

Co-Chancellor 

cc: Reverend David J. Lynch 

bee: /Diocesan Clergy Personnel Board 

I 
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ARCHDIOCESE Of CJHCAGO 

P05T OfrJCE. BOX J 9•;·9 

CH!CAGO, ILUNOIS 60690 

Offict of lht Archbishop December 21, 1976 

Reverend Richard W, Fassbinder 
Prince of Peace Rectory 
Box 265 
Lake Villa, Illinois 600,16 

Dear Father Fassbinder: 

Due to the retirement of the Rcverettd David J. Lynch, Pastor of 
Prince of Peace parish, Lake Villa, that parish will become vac,rnt on 
January 1, l 9770 

In accordance with Canon ,155 of the Code of Canon Law and fol.lowing the;; 
recommendation of the Diocesan Clergy Pen;onricl Board, we arc pleased to 
appoint you here\vith as Pastor of Prince of Peace parish, Lake Villa, with 
full spiritual anc! tempor::il adrninislrative powers, and we heartily commend yo\1 
to the go»d people there. 

This appointment will become effective January), l '177, and, in accord with 
Archdiocesan policy, is valid for a term of six years, tha! is, to January l, 1S183. 
We wish you to take canonical. possession of this parish m; soon as this appointrnc11t 
b'.::comes effective. 

You will assume canonical possession and jurisdiction of the obove-mcnt.ioned 
parish as soon as Lile Pr0fession of Faith is taken Qanuary l or therc,1fter, bul not 
before) lll'fore the.: Urban Vicar, Hev. Msgr. Harry C. Kocenig, acting as our 
ll?le~ate according to tl.12 prnvisicns of Ca:wn Law, 

Wishing you every blet;t>ing in th.is pastoral office, we remain, 

uly yuurn ~4• Wr 
' rchbisl1op of Cbi.c:igo 

ChanL·cllor 

bccyiocesan Clergy Personnel Board 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of the Vicar General 

ATTESTATION OF ACT OF INSTALLATION 
IN THE NAME OF THE MOST IIOL Y TRINITY, AMEN 

Under the Roman Pontificate of His Holioess Pope Paul VI, His Emioeoce, 
John Cardinal Cody, being Archbishop of Chicago, I do hereby attest that 
the 

REVEREND RICHARD W. FASSBINDER 

duly appointed pastor whose letter of appointment bears the date of December 21, 
197q has on this date in accordance with Canon Law (Canon 461) and the 
statutes of the Archdiocese of Chicago taken canonical possession of the 
parish of 

DA TE January l, 1977 

Prlnce of Peace 
Lake Vllla, llllnols 

AOC 013262 
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FR. KEATING 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POS-T OfrJC[ BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, llllNOIS 60690 

Olfiu of llrt Arclrbislrop 

January 14, 1983 

Dear Father Fassbinder: 

I was pleased to receive your recent request to continue in 
a second term as Pastor of Prince of Peace parish, Lake Villa. 

Your request has been supported by the recommendation of 
your Urban Vicar, of the Diocesan Clergy Personnel Board, and of your 
own fine record of priestly service to the good people of Prince of Peace 
parish, Lake Villa. 

Accordingly, I am pleased to extend your appointment as 
Pastor of Prince of Peace parish, Lake Villa, for an additional six years, 
that is, to January 1, 1989. 

I am very grateful to you for accepting this ministry. Be 
assured, too, of my own prayers and support. If ever there is anything 
I can do personally to assist you, please do not hesitate to call me. The 
various archdiocesan offices also stand ready to help you. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain, 

Rev. Richard W. Fassbinder 
Prince of Peace Church 
P. 0. Box 265 
Lake Villa, Illinois 60046 

cc: Rev. Msgr. Harry C. Koenig 
cc: Diocesan Clergy Personnel Board 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

(File Copy) 

+JLB :JRK/ ag 
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Your request has been supported by the recommendation of 
your Urban Vicar, of the Diocesan Clergy Personnel Board, and of your 
own fine record of priestly service to the good people of Prince of Peace 
parish, Lake Villa. 

Accordingly, I am pleased to extend your appointment as 
Pastor of Prince of Peace parish, Lake Villa, for an additional six years, 
that is, to January 1, 1989. 

I am very grateful to you for accepting this ministry. Be 
assured, too, of my own prayers and support. If ever there is anything 
I can do personally to assist you, please do not hesitate to call me. The 
various archdiocesan offices also stand ready to help you. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain, 

Rev. Richard W. Fassbinder 
Prince of Peace Church 
P. 0. Box 265 
Lake Villa, Illinois 60046 

cc: Rev. Msgr. Harry C. Koenig 
cc: Diocesan Clergy Personnel Board 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 

(File Copy) 

+JLB :JRK/ ag 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of the Archbishop December 29, 1988 

Dear Dick: 

I am aware that your term of office as Pastor 
is nearing its conclusion. As you know, we are presently 
in the process of reviewing this term, and I am in need 
of further consultation with your Vicar and Dean. 

I hereby extend your term as Pastor until such 
time as we will be able to meet and discuss this matter 
further. Bishop Gorman and Father Zavaski are presently 
working on an evaluation process for Pas tors in their 
twelfth year. If they have not been in contact with you 
already concerning this, they will be doing so in the 
near future. 

Father Ken Velo will also be contacting you 
concerning an appointment with me. Be assured of my 
gratitude for all you have done at the parish. 

I take this occasion to extend to you my best 
wishes for a blessed New Year. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

d::tL 
Reverend Richard W. Fassbinder !JD'{ 
Pastor, Prince of Peace Parish 
Box 265 
Lake Villa, Illinois 60046 

cc: Most Rev. John R. Gorman 
Rev. William J. Zavaski /"' 
Clergy Personnel Board./' 

of Chicago 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of the Archbishop 

June 6, 1989 

Dear Father Fassbinder: 

Following our recent discussion, and based upon the 
recommendations I have received from Bishop Gorman and Father Zavaski in 
consultation with the Priests' Personnel Board, I hereby appoint you to 
another six-year term as Pastor of Prince of Peace Parish, Lake Villa. 

It is my understanding that you will begin to develop the 
Finance Council and Parish Council, as well as the Stewardship Program and 
a Long-range Planning Committee. I am sure that these structures will 
assist you in the overall administration of the parish and will involve 
more people in this growing faith community. 

Dick, the evaluation in which you have recently taken part 
affirmed your many talents and highlighted the fact that you are 
well-liked and respected by your parishioners. Your warmth, care and 
enthusiasm have been the hallmarks of your pastorate at Lake Villa. I 
would like to express my deep gratitude for the important work you have 
done and for the leadership and service you have offered to the parish. 

May you be renewed in your efforts to love the Lord and live 
the Gospel. Know of my prayers, support and affection as your term of 
office is renewed. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Reverend Richard Fassbinder, 
Prince of Peace Parish 
Post Office Box 265 
Lake Villa, Illinois 60046 

cc: Bishop Gorman 
Father Zavaski 

Pastor 
504 

Priests' Personnel Board " 
Office of Research and Planning 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Archbishop of Chicago 
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Please check one: 

--'-~-~· acknowledge that I have read and am familiar with the Archdiocesan 
policies regarding sexual misconduct with minors, adopted September 21, 1992. 

Please send me a copy of these policies and procedures. 

;:r:... ~ .,//6.1.L:....&6-
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Diocesan Priests' File Checklist 

Acknowledgement of Misconduct Policies, dated /.-pd ~.3 
Curriculum Vitae, dated #' ....-1~3 
Last Will & Testament, dated--------

Personal Inventory, dated -------

Photo (for assignment card kept in Suzie's onice) 

Please list any other important documents that are in this file:_ 
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Office of the Archbishop 

ARCHDIOC' CHICAGO 

January 11, 1995 

Dear Father Fassbinder: 

Post Office Box J 979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

In light of your discussion with Bishop Goedert and the 
recommendation I have received from the Priests' Placement Board, I hereby 
appoint you to a third term as pastor of Prince of Peace Parish, Lake Villa, 
until your retirement which, under present policy, is anticipated on your 
seventieth birthday or the December 31st thereafter. 

Also, the recommendation that your term be extended was made on 
the condition that a Parish Pastoral Council be established at Prince of 
Peace. Know that Bishop Goedert and the offices and agencies of the 
Archdiocese stand ready to assist you in order to accomplish this request. 

Dick, I am deeply appreciative for all you have done at Prince of 
Peace thus far. It is my hope that these next years will be filled with 
much satisfaction for you and those entrusted to your care. 

Be assured of my continued encouragement and support, as well as 
my gratitude. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

IJ~viJ. ~- ~. o.f 
Ecclesiastical Notary 

Reverend Richard w. Fassbinder 
Prince of Peace Parish 
P.O. Box 265 
Lake Villa, Illinois 60046 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

#.h~l:"'·'-L-

cc: Most Reverend Raymond E. Goedert, Episcopal Vicar 
Reverend William J. Zavaski, Dean 
Diocesan Priests' Placement Board .......--

AOC 013268 
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Oiocts.an Administrator 

f"ebruary 3, 1997 

Dear Dick, 

Post Office Bo> 1979 
Chkago, Illinois 60690-1979 

{312) 751-8271 
f•x (312) 337-6379 

I t was good t o meet with you on Wednesday, January 29th. As I 
mentioned at our meeting, I am wri t ing to you as a fol l ow-up to our 
discussion. 

we agreed you would retire on April 15, 1997. As the time d raws 
near, I wi l l be writing a more formal let ter to name you Pas t or Emeritus. 

Please speak wi th Father Charles Ke lly of the Priests' 
Ret irement and Mutua l Aid Association regarding your pension benefits and 
o~her neces$ary arr~ngements. 

I am sending a copy of this letter t o the Priests' Placement 
Boar d so tha t t he process to select a successor can beg in. You have 
indicated t hat you will be l iving independently. I will have the Board 
include this in the Par i sh Profile so that t he applicants will be 
appropriately informed. 

Dick. l wish to thank you for a l l you have done during your 4 3 
years of priesthood and especiall y for your leadershi p and service a t Prince 
of Peace Parish. Know of my cont inued prayers and support, as wel l as my 
gratitude . 

Wi t h cordial good wi s hes. I remain 

Richa r d W. Fa ssbinder 
Pri nce of Peace Paris h 
P O Box 265 
Lake Villa, Ill inois 60046 

Fraternally i n Christ, 

AOC 013269 
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Reverend Richard W. Fassbinder 
February 3, 1997 - Page Two 

cc: Archbishop of Chicago - file 
Reverend R. Peter Bowman, Vicar for Administration 
Reverend Thomas J . Paprocki, Chancellor 
Reverend Daniel P . Coughli n, Vicar for Priests 
Most Reverend Timothy J. Lyne, Vicar for Senior Priests 
Most Reverend Gerald Kicanas, Vicar 
Reverend Farrell Kane O.Carm, Dean 

i/'oiocesan Priests' Placement Board 
Reverend Charles F. Ke l ly, PRMAA 
Reverend Patrick Pollard, PRl1AA 
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Diocesan Administrator 

April 1, 1997 

Dear Dick, 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-8271 
Fax (312) 337-6379 

In light of our discussion and previous correspondence, I am 
pleased to hereby name you Pastor Emeritus of Prince of Peace Parish in Lake 
Villa. This is effective April 15, 1997. 

I take this occasion to express my gratitude for all you have 
done through your 43+ years of service to the Archdiocese and for all you 
have done recently at Prince of Peace parish. The Church of Chicago is 
deeply appreciative for your faithful and devoted care of God's people. 

Please contact Father Charles Kelly of the Priests' Retirement 
and Mutual Aid Association to discuss your retirement benefits if you have 
not already done so. 

Dick, may you enjoy your years of retirement and know of our 
appreciation and gratitude for all you have given of yourself to minister 
to those entrusted to your care. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

c~~ctf;,/_@7k~ 
Ecclesif,stical Notary 

c' 

Reverend Richard W. Fassbinder 
Prince of Peace Parish 
P O Box 265 
Lake Villa, Illinois 60046 

in C ist, 
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Reverend Richard W. Fassbinder 
April 1, 1997 - Page Two 

cc: Archbishop of Chicago - file 
Reverend R. Peter Bowman, Vicar for Administration 
Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 
Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Most Reverend Timothy Lyne, Vicar for Senior Priests 
Most Reverend Gerald Kicanas, Vicar 
Reverend Farrell Kane 0.Carm, Dean 

t/1'.i'iocesan Priests' Placement Board 
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Reverend Patrick Pollard, PRMAA 
Reverend Richard Yanos, Pastor 
Diocesan Priests' Placement Board 

AOC 013272 



Reverend Richard W. Fassbinder 
April 1, 1997 - Page Two 

cc: Archbishop of Chicago - file 
Reverend R. Peter Bowman, Vicar for Administration 
Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki, Chancellor 
Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Most Reverend Timothy Lyne, Vicar for Senior Priests 
Most Reverend Gerald Kicanas, Vicar 
Reverend Farrell Kane 0.Carm, Dean 

t/1'.i'iocesan Priests' Placement Board 
Reverend Charles F. Kelly, PRMAA 
Reverend Patrick Pollard, PRMAA 
Reverend Richard Yanos, Pastor 
Diocesan Priests' Placement Board 

AOC 013272 



Archdiocese of Chicago 
Office of the Chancellor 
P. 0. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

November 20, 2001 

RE: - v. REVEREND RICHARD W. FASSBINDER and ARCHDIOCESE OF 
CHICAGO 

To Whom it May Concern: 

Please be advised that I represent in his claim against 
REVEREND RICHARD W. FASSBINDER and the ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO for acts 
of childhood sexual abuse that occurred when Mr. -was a student at the Prince of 
Peace Church in Lake Villa, IL 

Please be advised that I claim a lien for my services as attorney for the above-captioned 
individual, and I ask that someone contact me before November 30, 2001 to discuss a 
reasonable resolution to this claim. 

·ry truly yours, 

.~ttorney at Law 

cc James A. Serritella, Esq. 

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

.r.tr:~='':ilJ:]J]?.:k:ltJt·1 'J>k:u-18' l·ldE T : 2T. TD, '32 ,1\1Jt.J 
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To: File 

From: Jim Kaczorowski 

Date: November 30, 2001 

Re: Rev. Richard Fassbinder 

•
d I called Father Fassbinder regarding a claim filed against him b 

or acts of child abuse. This should have occurred when 
student at Prince of Peace in Lake Villa during Father Fassbinder's pastorate. When I 
~er he totally denied the allegation and mentioned that
----Next week I will be meeting with Father Fassbinder to talk 

about this claim against him. 
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Victim Statement Abstract (FAS-CB 15-00018) 

This abstract replaces the Allegations of Sexual Misconduct with a Minor and summary prepared 
by Kathleen Leggdas, Administrator of the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of Professional 
Fitness Review, of Victim MJ, given to Ms. Leggdas on December 10, 2001, formalizing his 
allegations of abuse against Fr. Richard Fassbinder. According to the memorandum, Victim MJ 
met Fassbinder at Prince of Peace Church when Victim MJ was in his early teens. Victim MJ 
stated that he had a relationship with Fassbinder from 1972 through 1992, which consisted of 
oral sex and several overnight trips. 
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Victim Statement Abstract (FAS-CB 15-00018) 

This abstract replaces the Allegations of Sexual Misconduct with a Minor and summary prepared 
by Kathleen Leggdas, Administrator of the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of Professional 
Fitness Review, of Victim MJ, given to Ms. Leggdas on December 10, 2001, formalizing his 
allegations of abuse against Fr. Richard Fassbinder. According to the memorandum, Victim MJ 
met Fassbinder at Prince of Peace Church when Victim MJ was in his early teens. Victim MJ 
stated that he had a relationship with Fassbinder from 1972 through 1992, which consisted of 
oral sex and several overnight trips. 

AOC 013275 



Co.·. ·· ... i· [¥J·b~y· ...... · 
Ai ~ 

. 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
_O_ffi_c_e-of-~-o-f~-s-io-n-al-F-im-~-s-R-e-v1-·ew~~~~~ •. , · .. · ~~~~~~~~~P-os_t_O_ffi-ce_B_o_x_l_97-9 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
Chicago, Illinois 6061 l 

(312)751-5205 
Fax: (312)751-5279 

Memorandum 

To: File - PFR-80 

From: Kathleen Leggdas, Administrator 

Re: Father Richard Fassbinder Response to Allegation 
of Sexual Misconduct With a Minor Made by 

Date: December 11, 2001 

Present at Meeting: 
Rev. Richard Fassbinder [RF], accused 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Kathleen Leggdas, Professional Fitness Review Administrator [PFRA} 

General Information: 
Father Fassbinder was assigned as an Associate at Prince of Peace in Lake Villa, lllinonis from 1973 -
1976. In 1976 he was named Pastor until he retired in 1998. He is currently living in Leisure Village 
in a Town House in Fox Lake, Illinois. 

He openly admitted ha~ a sexual relationship with but vehemently insisted it 
was not sexual until .Was 18 years old. In checking the ''math" from the years in high school and 
~date ofbirth, he would in fact have been 16 or seventeen in 1974 when the relationship began. 
Father agreed to the conclusion although denying he knewmwas a minor. 

Res_ponse to Allegation: • · 
Father Fassbinder recalls that the sexual relationship he had with xtended from 1974 through 
1988 and that RF was the one to ''walk away" from. 

RF estimates that he performed oral sex on-10-20 times over the years. He denies that_ 
ever perfonned oral sex on him He also denies sodomy. He admitted to taking nude polaroids otm 
over the years but insists he destroyed all of them years ago. 

AOC 013276 
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- describes RF as his "life-time counselor." 

RF did not recogniz.e the ~e did and continues to keep in touch with 
denies any other sexual relationship with minors. 

Cc: Members of the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. John O'Malley, Legal Services 
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To: File 

From: Jim Kaczorowski 

Date: December 11, 2001 

Re: Richard Fassbinder 

Today I visited Richard Fassbinder who is pastor emeritus of Prince of Peace in Lake 
Villa, IL. Having been retired four years, Father Fassbinder is presently living in a 
closed retirement community in Fox Lake. He is not involved in any public ministry. 
Mass is celebrated privately in his home. 

I received a copy of the allegation filed by age 43, which was sent 
to the Chancellor's office. The allegation was forwarded by his attorney,••••• 
claiming that his client, as a minor, was sexually abused by Father Fassbinder while he 
was pastor at Prince of Peace. Father Fassbinder admitted having oral sex about 20 times 
with~etween 1974 and 1989. He gave the latter money which unfortunately 
s Fr. Fassbinder also revealed having taken nude photos 
o during this time. These were thrown out many years ago. On one occasion 
Fr. Fassbinder too~ to Wisconsin for an overnight. 

Fr. Fassbinder saw about six 
months ago in a restaurant at Fox Lake. Over the years- would call periodically for 
money. Fr. Fassbinder complied by giving him monies in $10 and $20 increments. 
Father also supported~ family . Father Fassbinder now 
owns the stupidity this type of behavior manifests. He claims that-is the only 
person with whom he had relations. 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have a right to report accusations of child abuse to the Illinois Department of 
Children and Family Services. (The Department of Children and Family Services "hotline" 
telephone number is 1-800-252-2873). You also have a right to report such accusations to the 
State's Attorney's Office or other law enforcement agencies. (The Cook County State's 
Attorney's telephone number is (312) 443-5440; the Lake County State's Attorney's telephone 
number is (708) 360-6644). If you have any questions as to how to make such a report you 
may refer those questions to the Department of Children and Family Services or the State's 
Attorney's Office. 

****************** 

I have read and understood the above notice. A representative of the Archdiocese has 
given me a copy of the Department of Children and Family Services brochure describing the 
child abuse reporting laws. The representative of the Archdiocese whose name appears below 
has not discouraged me in any way from re ortin to the authorities. 

1:z/;1/o1 
ijfuel 

I presented a copy of this "Important Notice" and a copy of the Department of Children 
and Family Services brochure describing the child abuse reporting laws to the person whose 
printed name and signature appears above, on the date indicated in this document. 

f.~//p/ (!j 
I 

Date Signature 

Print Name 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

To: File 

Memorandum 

From: Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Archbishop's Tqf 
Delegate to the Review Board 

Re: Rev. Richard Fassbinder- Review Board Meeting
Fint Stage Review 

Date: December 15, 2001 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312)751-5205 
Fax: (312)751-5279 

The Review Board oonsidered the allegation of against Rev. Richard Fassbinder. 

In light of Father Fassbinder's acknowledgement of a sexual relationship with when he 
was a minor, the Board detennined that there was reasonable cause to suspect sexual misconduct with 
a minor. 

Father Fassbinder is retired from active ministry and does not currently say Mass publicly. The Board 
recommends that Father Fassbinder be restricted from any public ministzy, that a monitoring protoool 
be established, and that Father Fassbinder and that he not be in the presence of 
minors alone. 

In anticipation of the Seoond Stage Review, the Board asked Kathleen Leggdas to investigate whether 
any parish funds were given~ cf audit of parish). 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO --.--Office of Professional Fitness Review Post Office Box 1979 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

(312)751-5205 

Absent: 

Non-members present: 

Professional Fitness Review Board 

Saturday, December 15, 2001 
10:00 - 12:00 

MINUTES 

Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Kathleen Leggdas, Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

I. Approval of Minutes from October 20, 2001 Meeting 

II. Case Reviews 

Fax: (312)751-5279 
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D. 

E. 

PFR Board MINUTES 
December 15, 2001 
Page2 

F. In the Matter of Rev. Richard Fassbinder, PFR-80 
The Review Board conducted a First Stage Review of the allegation of 

-against Rev. Richard Fassbinder. 

~er Fassbinder's acknowledgement of a sexual relationship with 
~when he was a minor, the Board determined that there was reasonable 
cause to suspect sexual misconduct with a minor. 

Father Fassbinder is retired from active ministry and does not currently say Mass 
publicly. The Board recommends that Father Fassbinder be restricted from any public 
ministry, that a monitoring protocol be established, and that Father Fassbinder_ 
••Iii. •rrnd that he not be in the presence of minors alone. 

In anticipation of the Second Stage Review, the Board asked Kathleen Leggdas to 
investigate whether any parish funds were given to .. (cf. audit of parish). 

Next regu)arly scheduled meeting is January 19, 2002 at 10:00 a.m. 

Cc: Members of the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to Review Board 
Rev. Larry McBrady, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. James Kacz.orowski, Vicar for Priests 
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OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL FITNESS REVIEW 
CLIENT INFORMATION SHEET 

(Revised 5126/99) 

Client.Info/LNP 

FILE#: PFR-80 

Opened Date: 12115101 

Closed Date: 

1. Name: Richard Fassbinder 

Birth Date: 

2. Current Residence: 

Telephone: Home: ---
3. Ministry: 

4. Allegation(s): 
Date: Date of the Offense{s}: 

12/10/01 1973 - 1988 

5. General Nature of AUegation(s): 
Oral sex with a minor male 

6. Protocol: 1/2/02 

Review Dates: 

REVIEW STATUS: (DATE) 

1st Stage: 
2nd Stage: 

12/15/01 

Supplementary: 

Date Ordained: 511153 

Current S/S #: 

Address: Date: 2/15/02 

Office: Pager: 
~~~~~~~- -~~~~~~---,-

Status (Check one) Date: 4/15/97 
Active: 
Deceased: 
Resigned: 
Withdrawn: 
Other: Retired 

Credibility: 
Sex/Age Yes No 

M/16 ,/ 

Original Date: 1/2/02 

Review Dates: 
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3. Ministry: 
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7. Assessment(s): 
Source: Report on File: (?) Date Received: 

8. Therapy: 
Source: Start Date: Quarterly Report: Date Received: 

9. Education: 
MA. - Seminary 

10, Ministerial Assignments: 
St. Hugh, Lyons, IL 

Queen of All Saints/Sauganash, Chicago, IL 

St Emily, Mt. Prospect, IL 

Prince of Peace, Lake Villa, IL 

11. Family Composition: 

Parents: Deceased 

Siblings: 

12. Monitors: Address: Phone: 

13. Emergency Contacts: 

1st Relationship: Home#: Work#: 
Close friend 

2nd Relationship: Home#: Work#: 

14. Other Concerns: 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
COPY 

_O_ffi_c_e-of_Pr_o_r._~-si-on_a_l_fi_m_ess __ R_ev-ie-w--------~.. . -------------------Po-st_O_f_fi_ce_B_o_x_l_97-9 

676 N. St. Clair, Suite l 9 l 0 Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
Chicago, Illinois 606 l l 

(312)751-5205 
Fax:(312)751-5279 

December 20, 2001 

Francis Cardinal George 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 E. Superior Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Cardinal George, 

Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on December 15, 2001 to conduct a 
First Stage Review pursuant to Article 1104.8 of the Review Process For Continuation of Ministry. 
The Board considered the allegation o against Rev. Richard Fassbinder. 

In light of Father Fassbinder's acknowledgement ofa sexual relationship with when he 
was a minor, the Board determined that there is reasonable cause to suspect sexual misconduct with a 
minor. 

Father Fassbinder is retired from active ministry and does not currently say Mass publicly. The Board 
recommends the following: 

• That Father be restricted from any public ministry 

• ' I I I ~· l..1." • :l. • I I ;,.1 I I • :~I • d 

• 
• That Father not be in the presence of minors unless another responsible 

is present. 
• That Father meet with the Fitness Review Administrator twice annually. 

If you have any questions with regard to these recommendations, please call at your convenience. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen Leggdas 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

Cc: Members of the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki. Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. John O'Malley, Office of Legal Services 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60611 
(312)751-5205 

Fax: (312)751-5279 

Memorandum 

To: File - PFR-80 

From: Kathleen Leggdas, Administrator 

Re: Rev. Richard Fassbinder 

Date: December 20, 2001 

A summary of the discussion from the Professional Fitness Review Board Meeting on December 15, 
2001: 

The Review Board conducted a First Stage Review of the allegation o 
against Rev. Richard Fassbinder. 

In light of Father Fassbinder's acknowledgement of a sexual relationship with 
when he was a minor, the Board determined that there was reasonable cause to suspect sexual 
misconduct with a minor. 

Father Fassbinder is retired from active ministry and does not currently say Mass publicly. The 
Board recommends that Father Fassbinder be restricted from any public ministry, that a 
monitoring protocol be established, and that Father Fassbinder obt~ and that he not 
be in the presence of minors alone. 

In anticipation of the Second Stage Review, the Board asked Kathleen Leggdas to investigate 
whether any parish funds were given to - cf. audit of parish). 
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COPY 
Office of the Cardinal 

ARCHDIOC' CHICAGO 
Post Office Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

January 3, 2002 

Ms. Kathleen Leggdas 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 
Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Ms. Leggdas, 

Thank you for your three letters of December 20, 2001. I'm grateful for the 
change of protocol concerning Father· · · ~-··and recognize the decision that you've 
made concerning the allegations against the late Father.." . · 

Your letter conce~ing Father Richard FasslJindeu' sets out a number of · 
recommendations as a result of Father Fassbinaer'spasfsexual relationship wit-

- In the light of Father Fassbinder's acknowledgement, I fully accept the · 

... ; .. 

recommendations that you outline and rely upon you and the Vicars for Priests to see to 
their implementations. · 

I'm most grateful for the good work that you do in very difficult cases. My 
prayer is that you will have a truly blessed New Year and that the gratitude of this local 
Church, so seldom expressed. by reason of circumstances; will nevertheless be felt by 
you . 

cc: Bishop Goedert 
Vicar for Priests 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

N· /,..,l 
z-~~;ry 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
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Phone Conversation - PFR-80 

Date: 1115/02 Time: 11 :30 a.m. 
To: Mark Cosentino 

Requested information on audit results on Prince of Peace when Fr. Fassbinder left. 

Date: 2/15/02 Time: AM 
To: Richard Fassbinder 

Regarding use of parish funds fo 
Personal mone iven not Parish 
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MEMO 

To: File 

From: Jim Kaczorowski 

Date: January 17, 2002 

Re: Richard Fassbinder 

I called Richard Fassbinder and informed him of the restrictions placed upon him in the 
protocol issued by the PFR Office. These are a result of the sexual allegations filed 
against him. Kathleen Leggdas will send Father Fassbinder the protocol and further 
explain the conditions. In essence he cannot be in the presence of minors without another 
adult present, he cannot engage in public ministry, and will need to meet with Kathleen 
Leggdas twice a year. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
-O-ffi-1c_e_o_fP-r-ofc-~-s-io-na_l_F-it-n~~s-Rc-v-ic_"_'~~~~ •.. ·. ~~~~~~~~~-P-o_&_O_ffi_1_ce_B_o_x_l_9~79 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite I 9 I 0 Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

(312)751-5205 
Fax: (312)751-5279 

February 6, 2002 

Dear Mr.-
Please be advised that the Professional Fitness Review Board met on December 15, 2001 to conduct a 
First Stage Review pursuant to Article 1104.8 of the Review Process For Continuation of Ministry. 
The Board considered all oral and written information available concerning your allegation of sexual 
misconduct with a minor against Rev. Richard Fassbinder as well as his response. 

Based on the information presented, the Review Board recommended the establishment of an 
Individual Specific Protocol. Father Fassbinder is retired from active ministry. Subsequently, the 
Board recommended the following: 

• That Father be restricted from any public ministry without approval from Fitness Review 
Administrator and Vicar for Priests . 

• 
• That Father not be in the presence of minors wtless another responsible adult is present. 
• That Father meet with the Fitness Review Administrator twice annually. 

This monitoring protocol will be in place for as long as Father Fassbinder remains a priest in the 
Archdiocese of Chicago. 

I sincerely hope this knowledge will be helpful to you in your efforts to put closure on the matter. 
Remember, please, that the Victim Assistance Program is available to you through Dr. Michael Bland 
(312. 751.8267). 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen Leggdas 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

AOC 013290 
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Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 

Chicago, IL 60611 
312-751-5205 

INDIVIDUAL SPECIFIC PROTOCOL 
For 

Father Richard Fassbinder 

The Individual Specific Protocol (ISP) reflects the primary goal of protecting minors and the integrity of 
the Church. Additionally, the ISP serves as a safeguard for the individual priest/deacon with regard to the 
possibility of subsequent allegations. 

Professional Fitness Review clients will be subject to appropriate restrictions and monitoring by the 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator (PFRA) throughout the life of the individual as a 
priest/deacon in the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

The ISP for Fr. Richard Fassbinder includes but is not limited to the following: 

1. Restricted from being alone with minors without the presence of another responsible adult. 

2. 

3. 

4. Meet with PFRA twice annually 

5. Submit monthly report of sites visited on the Internet to PFRA. 

6. Restricted from any public ministry without prior approval from PFRA and Vicar for Priests. 

7. This is a working document which can be changed, altered or superceded when there is an 
indicated need to do so. 

I have reviewed, understand, and agree to all requirements ofthis Protocol. 

. 
Printed Name: !\. > G JJ. A J? D 

SignatureofPFRA: ~~,,, L ... ~ 
() J' 

Date: .< ..... /..) - < "-' < 

Date: /- 11- o~ 
------~-----------

A copy of this Protocol will be kept on file in Professional Fitness Review and Vicar for Priests Offices. 
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Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 

Chicago, IL 60611 rrD@i~\\// 
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INDIVIDUAL SPECIFIC PROTOCOL 
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Date: .2 ..... /.,} - f "'-< 
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Signature of PFRA: -""""-'~'""a""'· "'""'~'""'·~~f'""'/------"L-=-==~-"~~:..r...cc.=-...::..,,__. __ _ 
0 J' 

A copy of this Protocol will be kept on file in Professional Fitness Review and Vicar for Priests Offices. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, Illinois 606 l l 

To: File 

Memorandum 

From; Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Archbishop's Delegate ~ 
to the Professional Fitness Review Board ( (~ 

Re: Review Board Meeting, Second Stage Review 
Rev. Richard Fassbinder 

Date: February 16, 2002 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312)751-5205 
Fax: (312)751-5279 

At the First Stage Review, the Review Board asked Kathleen Leggdas to inquire whether an 
audit of the parish had been done and whether any financial improprieties were uncovered during 
the tenure of Father F~binder's pastorate. 

The Finance Department of the Archdiocese did conduct an audit of the parish and no financial 
improprieties were identified. 

In light of the fact that there was no new or contradictory information, the Review Board 
affirmed the First Stage Review that there was reasonable cause to suspect sexual misconduct 
with a minor. 
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Office of Professional Fitness Review 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
_O_ffi_ce~of_Pr_o_f~~si_on_a_IF-im-ess~R-ev~ie-w~~~~,~~~~~~~~~P-o~~O-ffi_ce_B_o_x_l_97~9 

676 N. St Clair, Suite 1910 Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 · 

(312)751-5205 

Absent: 

Non-members present: 

Professional Fitness Review Board 

Saturday, February 16, 2002 
10:00-12:00 

MINUTES 

Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki. Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
.Kathleen Leggdas, Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

I. 

II. 

III. 

Fax:(312)751-5279 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
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IV. 

PFR Board MINUTES 
February 16, 2002 
Page2 

C. In the Matter of Rev. Richard Fassbinder, PFR-80 

D. 

At the First Stage Review, the Review Board asked Kathleen Leggdas to inquire 
whether an audit of the parish had been done and whether any financial improprieties 
were uncovered during the tenme of Father Fassbinder's pastorate. 

The Finance Department of the Archdiocese did conduct an audit of the parish and no 
financial improprieties were identified. 

In light of the fact that there was no new or contradictory information, the Review 
Board affirmed the First Stage Review that there was reasonable cause to suspect 
sexual misconduct with a minor. 

Next regularly scheduled meeting is March 14, 2002at10:00 a.m. 

Cc: Members of the Review Board 
Rev. lbornas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to Review Board 
Rev. Larry McBrady, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar fur Priests 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
_O_ffi_ce_o_f_Pr_o_fes-s-ion_a_l_Fi_tn_ess_R_eVJ-.e-w----,.. _________ P_ost_O_ffi_ce_B_o_x_l_97-9 

676 N. St Clair, Suite 1910 Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

(312)751-5205 
Fax:(312)751-5279 

Professional Fitness Review Board 

Saturday, February 16, 2002 
10:00 - 12:00 

AGENDA 

I. Approval of December 15, 2001 Minutes 

II. Introduction of new Board Members 

A. 

B. 

C. In the Matter of Rev. Richard Fassbinder, PFR-80 

D. 

III. 

IV. Other 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

To: PFR-80 

Memorandum 

From: Kathleen Leggdas, Administrator 

Re: Rev. Richard Fassbinder 

Date: February 20, 2002 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312)751-5205 
Fax: (312)751-5279 

A summary of the discussion from the Professional Fitness Review Board Meeting, February 16, 
2002: 

At the First Stage Review, the Review Board asked Kathleen Leggdas to inquire whether an 
audit of the parish had been done and whether any financial improprieties were uncovered during 
the tenure of Father Fassbinder's pastorate. 

The Finance Department of the Archdiocese did conduct an audit of the parish and no financfal 
improprieties were identified. 

In light of the fact that there was no new or contradictory information, the Review Board 
affirmed the First Stage Review that there was reasonable cause to suspect sexual misconduct 
with a minor. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

COMPLIANCE WITH MONITORING PROTOCOLS 

Name of cleric: Richard Fassbinder Year of ordination: 1953 Age: 75 
---------------~ ---- ------

Current ministerial assignment (if any): Retired 

Current place of residence: 7128 San Taupez, Fox Lake, Illinois 60020 

According to Archdiocesan policy §1104.12.2, a cleric who has engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor will be 
subject to appropriate monitoring for the remainder of his life as a cleric of the Archdiocese and his file shall remain open 
Policy § 1104. 12. 3 provides that monitoring programs and protocols should be applied on a case by case. basis but must 
include certain essential components. This worksheet indicates whether there is compliance with these essential 
elements, as follows: 

• Continuing jurisdiction and o~· ht by the Review Board with periodic evaluation and reports to 
the Archbishop: (circle one) YES NO 
Description of continuing oversig . eet with Professional Fitness Review Administrator semi-annually 
Date of last evaluation and report: December 15, 2002 

~-----------------------~ 

• A written protoc~ed by the cleric, which sets forth the particular requirements applicable to 
him: (circle one~ NO 
Date of current written and signed protocol: _F_e_b_ru_a_ry_.__1_5..:...., _2_00_2 ______________ _ 

• Restrictions from being alone with anyone under the age of 18: (circle one) @ NO 

• Periodic physical evaluation and psychological reports determined by the Review Board: 
(Circle one) YES NO 

Date of most recent physical evaluation: ----------------------
Date of most recent psychological report: In progress 

• Regular individual spiritual direction: (circle one) YES NO 
Name of Spiritual Director:..__ __________________________ _ 

Frequency of meetings: Date of most recent meeting: ·----------
• Communication with leaders and others as appropriate in the cleric's residence or place of ministry 

in order that they are ~-fully apprised and able to assist in the program: 
(Circle one) YES NO 

With whom? In retirement v1 lage 

• Does the cleric use the Internet? (circle one) YES @ 
If yes, does he provide the Professional Fitness Review Administrator with a monthly printout of 
Internet sites visited? (Circle one) YES NO 

Other monitoring provisions or restrictions: 
---------------------~ 

March 14, 2002 

Signature of Professional Fitness Review Administrator Date 
'l/ld/0') 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
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Client Case Review 
Professional Fitness Review Office 

March 14, 2002 

PFR-80 Rev. Richard Fassbinder 

One allegation has been made against Father Fassbinder. The 
relationship extended from 1973, when the victim was 16 ears old to 
1988. The allegation is of mutual oral sex. 

He has a written protocol and is restricted from public 
ministry. He has no on-site monitor. 

) 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

To: File 

Memorandum 

From: Rev. TIDmas J. Paprocki, Archbishop's Delegate -rrl 
to the Professional Fitness Review Board I v,~ 

Re: Rev. Richard Fassbinder 
Review Boanl Meeting- Supplementary Review 

Date: March 16, 2002 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312)751-5205 
Fax: (312)751-5279 

At Cardinal George's request, the Board conducted a supplementary review of Father 
Fassbinder's monitoring protocol 

The Board tabled this discussion penrung 
progress. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 
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Memorandum 
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The Board tabled this discussion penrung 
progress. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Professional Fitness Review Board 

Saturday, March 16, 2002 

MINUTES 

Review Board Members Present: 

Absent: 

Non-members present: 

Post Office Box I 979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312)751-5205 
Fax: (312)751-5279 

Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Kathleen Leggdas, Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

I. Case Reviews in light of Cardinal's request for Supplementary Reviews 

A. 

B. 
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D. 

E. 

F. 

MINUTES 
March 16, 2002 
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G. 

H. 

I. 

MINUTES 
March 16, 2002 
Page3 

J. In the Matter of Rev. Richard Fassbinder, PFR-80 

At Cardinal George's request, the Board oonducted a Supplementary Review of 
Father Fassbinder's monitoring protocol 

1 
The Board tabled this discussion 
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At Cardinal George's request, the Board oonducted a Supplementary Review of 
Father Fassbinder's monitoring protocol 
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The Board tabled this discussion 
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II. Budget Review Postponed to April Meeting 

Next regularly scheduled meeting is April 20, 2002 

Cc: Members of the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to Review Board 
Rev. Larry McBrady, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 

MINUTES 
March 16, 2002 
Page4 
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Office of Profussional Fitness Review 
676 N. St Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

March25, 2002 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 E. Superior Street 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Cardinal George, 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312)751-5205 
Fax: (312)751-5279 

Please be advised that the Review Board met on February 16, 2002. The Board fully considered all 
oral and written reports in the matter of Rev. Richard Fassbinder in a Second Stage Review pursuant 
to Article 1104.10 of the Policies and Procedures fur Determination of Fitness for Ministry. 

In light of the fact that there is no new or contradictory information, the Review Board affirmed their 
First Stage Review that there was reasonable cause to suspect that sexual misconduct with a minor did 
occur. 

If you have questions or comments, please call at your convenience. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen Leggdas 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

Cc: Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Cardinal Post Officl.' Box 1979 
.Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Ms. Kathleen Leggdas 
Administrator 

April 1, 2002 

Office of Professional Fitness Review 
676 N. St. Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Ms. Leggdas, 

I received from you the review of all the outstanding cases of reported sexual 
misconduct with minors by members of the Archdiocesan clergy. I thank you sincerely 
for the good work of the Office and your own dedication to a task so important for the 
Church's ministry. 

, I accept all the recommendations in the letters that you sent me, dated March 25, 
2002. In the case of accusations against priests who are now deceased, I would like to 
know how it is that we are going to be of service to the victims who have brought the 
allegations forward at this time. 

This acceptance of all recommendations made will be seconded to all parties 
concerned, so that the recommendations can be implemented as quickly as possible. 
Again, thank you for your dedication and for the help you bring to victims and clergy. 

cc: Most Rev. Raymond Goedert 
....-Rev. Thomas Paprocki 
. Rev. James Kaczorowski 

Rev. Lawrence McBrady 
Mr. Jimmy Lago 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
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know how it is that we are going to be of service to the victims who have brought the 
allegations forward at this time. 

This acceptance of all recommendations made will be seconded to all parties 
concerned, so that the recommendations can be implemented as quickly as possible. 
Again, thank you for your dedication and for the help you bring to victims and clergy. 

cc: Most Rev. Raymond Goedert 
....-Rev. Thomas Paprocki 
. Rev. James Kaczorowski 

Rev. Lawrence McBrady 
Mr. Jimmy Lago 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
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Memorandum 

To: File - PFR-80 

From: Kathleen Leggdas, Professional Fitness Review Administrator [PFRA] 

Re: Rev. Richard Fassbinder 

Date: April 5, 2002 

A summary of the discussion from the Professional Fitness Review Meeting on March 16, 2002: 

At Cardinal George's request, the Board conducted a Supplementary Review of Father Fassbinder's 
monitoring protocol. 

The Board tabled this discussio 
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April 6, 2002 

Tu the PuisbiOMrS of Prince of ~C, 

PAGE 82 

At the kindnc'ss of fr. llich Y lmO!-. J s:tm1d here this mwnins aa witness of die solidarity of the 
An:bd:ioc:esc with you. b pari!lbi~ of PriJlce of Pace. You have bceo a gseat wi!Jlesg of the presence 
of Chrisa in ahis wmmmrity C1f Lake Villa. Y""" ~~ in lhe Omn:h is a somce of strength for us all. 

Tbt:K~ diff'K:L71t limn fut-1he Cbun::h. Thec:~ofsin, distrust, end ntisrepesentation miated 
by ~ few has given ris-C l'O angmr, embanaument, .sbmne :and hurt by 111811)'· But the risen Lord will uud 
mus1 be proclammt. He is tho Ql\ly ~ - and your ftlith is a tntimCJU)' to that fact. 

" I beg your indulgence this~ on a matter whid1 d.iRdly impacts the Prirg of Peace parish. 
The AP:hdiocaan independent fitness Review Board has received~ ~ins 1he sexual 
miJC<mduct of Rev. Rkbard Fas~. wbu w~ a. .. igued to the parish as associate pastor and pa&tor from 
1973 co 1997. 1'hr iodependcat ~ew &md hN detmniaed tbattbett is ~le~ tosuspcx;t tha'l 
hu cmgap in 8eXl&a1 miseonduct wdh a minu tbar hep. more tlmn 25 yCIU'i or;o. ThiB infonmti(l;Q has 
~ tw1'Cd ova- to the Lab County Stllie's Attorney's Oftre. Tbc inclepoQdc:nt rovicw board bu 
res1rlctd him from any JNblic ministry and has placed him in a "1onitoritt8 prograni. Rev. Jtiduud 
f llSl!lbindcr does not have au assignmmt 10 pY parish and he berm mired tinc:c 1997. The ~bdioctse 
bu ~veil no othef -1lcg&ti9Jl of inisoondi.ict involving Rev. Fusbinder. l would ast any p.visbiDner 

.. who bu a.dditiorui1 infonnatioa or~ "'gacding hUn to oontm::t Fr- YJll105or1N Ard>di~imn Fitness 
~iew .A.duUlliw.mr d~ st l ·80()..994-taiOO. or~ :if )'Oil i;hoo# you may oommuaicate directly 
10 UH: Lab County statc•s ~·s Off;ce 11t 347 .. 371.1000. 

Tho ,riolation of ~ODfi.denct: on the part of clergy 'bth;,gs beartacbc fur ur; all. We pray far the 
vidjms. of se~ual abuse in the hop£ that 0ot Lord will ·bring His hdlin8 power to bear on 1hc:ir danmp- bl 
the spirit of the gosp&l we aalso pray fur alt clergy who ~ abased the privilege arantecf thenl in thear 
ordination. 

I a.uute you of~ diJigenc:e- of ow- Church in botdilig -furth the gospel of ow Loni. Our 
~to root out $1n and proclaitn the mts.mge of Jesu.s's. lovc UQ81Dbigllously is ouc rniS'Sioo. Yw 
flt'e blessed hete at Prince of P~ with a community that dernonstntn Hi& love ia the ministries 
established to Slfl1'\le lhe spiritual and social Deeds of1hc puisb. 

You have a pastor, Fr. Rich Yanos., who is dedicated to your spi:ritQal welfare Biid a wonderful 
priest. Fr. Steve DomMowsk.i, who willingly 858ist6 him 1n serving you. Pl~ s\a)Jl!Ort than. 

1 believe that the Lord wiD make us strooger as • Chu.n;h am\ QJl us iv ~ oursttlVM u 
priests and Jaiiy for the sob Qf ar.akiog OU1" R.cdcemer aod SaviOT bOMt to the world. 

Sincere!)' your: !:s Christ, 

Most R.w. Jerome E. L.istl;d;i 
Auxi\iuy Bi.hgp of Chicago 
Episcopal Vicar, Vic=aria~ l 

r • I 
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Another .ABUSE~ 
I 

~Every case priest faces 
misconduct 
allegations 

\ a tragedy'.) <j 

' George says 
ll!y .lluiia Ueblich . 
and Todd Lighty '/ /, 0 
Tribune staff reporters <:; . 1 • 
- . A.JU) c.l\kl'V.... 
· Hours after the Catholic 

Archdiocese of Chicago said 
fresh charges of sexual mis
conduct by a Lake County 
priest appeared credible, Car
dinal Francis George trav
eled Tuesday night to a Win
netka parish that just weeks 
ago lost its pastor amid simi
lar accusations. 

As parishioners filed into 
the gym at Sts. Faith, Hope 
and Charity Church for a 
closed meeting with the car
dinal, ~eorge said he hoped to 
speed up the process of find
ing a replacement at the Win
netka church for Rev. Robert 
Kealy; who resigned in March 
after being accused of sexual 
misconduct with a teenager 
more than 25 years ago. 

"What can you tell them?" 
George said. "That priests do 
sin and bishops have not been 
responsible in responding to ,I 

f• 
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them in some cases." 
"You have to keep it in per

spective," George said. "One 
percent of priests are involved 
in this in some fashion. But 
nonetheless, every case is indi
vidual and every case is a great 
tragedy. Victims particularly 
have a hard time putting their 
lives together." 

Later, parishioners left the 
Winnetka meeting, which was 
punctuated by applause, saying 
that most of the discussion re
volved around what the parish 
wanted from its new pastor. 
Some of the meeting, however, 
was spent discussing Kealy and 
why the church leadership did 
not disclose to the parish a past 
allegation of misconduct. 

Remarks George made before 
the meeting followed the arch
diocese's disclosure that its re
view board, which handles alle
gations of sexual misconduct by 
priests, has determined that 
there is "reasonable cause to 
suspect" a Lake County priest 
had engaged in sexual miscon
duct with a child that began 
more than 25 years ago. 

Rev. Richard Fassbinder. was 
asslglled to Prlrice of Peace par
ish in Lake Villa from 1973 to 
1997, during the period the abuse 
allegedly occurred. Although 
Fassbinder had retired in 1997, 
the board has restricted him 
from any additional public min
istry and placed him in a mon
itoring program. 

In a letter to parishioners, 
Rev. Jerome E. Listecki, auxilia
ry bishop, said archdiocese offi
cials referred the matter to the 
Lake County state's attorney's 
office. 

"These are difficult times for 
the church," Listecki wrote. 
"The climate of sin, distrust, 
and misrepresentation created 

, by a few has given rise to anger, 
embarrassment, shame and 
hurt by many." 

Fassbinder's alleged victim, a 
man now in his 40s; called the 
administrator of the archdioces
e's review board in December to 
report the abuse, which alleged
ly began when he was a teenager 
and "occurred over several 
years," said James Dwyer, the 

archdiocese's spokesman. 
"We always caution people 

that these are all allegations," 
Dwyer said. "But the board did 
find the allegations credible and 
that is why we took the action 
we did." 

Lake County Assistant State's 
Atty. George Strickland said 
Tuesday that the archdiocese 
contacted him several times last 
week to discuss the allegations 
against Fassbinder. Strickland 
then met with the archdiocese's 
legal counsel, who provided him 
with details of the accusation. 

"We are concerned with locat
ing any possible witnesses or 
any other individuals who may 
have had improper contact with 
Fassbinder," Strickland said. 

Fassbinder, 75, could not be 
reached for comment. 

According to his biography; 
Fassbinder was ordained in 
May 1953 and his first assign
ment was at St. Hugh parish in 
Lyons. He served as associate 
pastor at Queen of All Saints in 
Chicago from 1954 to 1967 before 
moving to St. Emily in Mt. Pros
pect. 

Fassbinder then transferred 
in 1973 to Prince of Peace in Lake 
Villa, where he became pastor 
in 1977 and remained until his 
retirement. 

In his letter, Listecki said the 
archdiocese had received no 
other allegations of sexual mis
conduct involving the priest. 

"The violation of confidence .
1 on the part of clergy brings 

heartache for us all," Listecki 
wrote. "We pray for the victims 
of sexual abuse in the hope that 
o\Ir Lord will bring His healing 
power to bear on their damag
es." He also told Prince of Peace 
parishioners that "we also pray 
for all clergy who have abused 
the privilege granted them in 
their ordination." 

Prince of Peace parishioners 
learned of the allegations dur- . 
ing Sunday's masses, when a 
priest read Listecki's letter, said 
Tim Leonard, a deacon at the 
church. 

"It was a shock when I heard 
it. What do you do?" said Leo
nard, 50, of Lake Villa. Leonard 
said that as the letter was read 
during the 9 a.m. mass he at
tended, some of the older parish
ioners gasped. 

"There's so many new fam
ilies that don't know him, but 
those who knew him hung their 
heads in disbelief," he said. "As 
we were leaving, it was kind of 
quiet. Some people were upset." 

Tribune staff reporters Nancy 
Ryan and Amanda Vogt contrib
uted to this report. 
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cials referred the matter to the 
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office. 

"These are difficult times for 
the church," Listecki wrote. 
"The climate of sin, distrust, 
and misrepresentation created 

, by a few has given rise to anger, 
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hurt by many." 

Fassbinder's alleged victim, a 
man now in his 40s; called the 
administrator of the archdioces
e's review board in December to 
report the abuse, which alleged
ly began when he was a teenager 
and "occurred over several 
years," said James Dwyer, the 

archdiocese's spokesman. 
"We always caution people 

that these are all allegations," 
Dwyer said. "But the board did 
find the allegations credible and 
that is why we took the action 
we did." 

Lake County Assistant State's 
Atty. George Strickland said 
Tuesday that the archdiocese 
contacted him several times last 
week to discuss the allegations 
against Fassbinder. Strickland 
then met with the archdiocese's 
legal counsel, who provided him 
with details of the accusation. 

"We are concerned with locat
ing any possible witnesses or 
any other individuals who may 
have had improper contact with 
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By Julia Lieblich 
and Todd Lighty '-(/I 0 
Tribune staff reporters ---Hours after the Catholic 
Archdiocese of Chicago said 
fresh charges of sexual mis
conduct by a Lake County 
priest appeared credible, Car
dinal Francis George traveled 
Tuesday night to a Winnetka 
parish that just weeks ago lost 
its pastor amid similar accu-
sations. -

As parishioners fJ.led Into 
the gym at Sts. Faith, Hope 
and Charity Church for a 
closed meeting with the cardi
nal, George said he hoped to 

· speed up the process offmding 
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them in some cases." 
"You have to keep it in per

spective," George said. "One 
percent of priests are involved 
in this in some fashion. But 
nonetheless, every case is indi
vidual and every case is a great 
tragedy. Victims particularly 
have a hard time putting their 
lives together." 

Later, parishioners left the 
Winnetka meeting, which was 
puntuated by applause, saying 
that most of the discussion re
volved around what the parish 
wanted from its new pastor. 
Some of the meeting, however, 
was spent discussing Kealy and 
why the church leadership did 
not disclose to the parish a past 
allegation of misconduct. 

Remarks George made before 
the meeting followed the arch
diocese's disclosure that its re
view board, which handles alle
gations of sexual misconduct by 
priests, has determined that 
there is "reasonable cause to 
suspect" a Lake County priest 
had engaged in sexual miscon
duct with a child that began 
more than 25 years ago. 

Rev. Richard Fassbinder was 
assigned to Prince of Peace par
ish in Lake Villa from 1973 to 

Tribune photo by Charles Cherney 
Cardinal Francis George (right) and Bishop Edwin Conway 
greet Rosemary Croghan in Winnetka on Tuesday. 

a replacement at the Winnetka 
church for Rev. Robert Kealy, 
who resigned in March after 
being accused of sexual mis
conduct with a teenager more 

"What can you tell them?" 
George said. "That priests do 
sin and bishops have not been 
responsible in responding to 

than 25 years ago. PLEASE SEE ABUSE. PAGE 4 
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1997, during the period the 
abuse allegedly occurred. Al
though Fassbinder had retired 
in 1997, the board has restricted 
him from any additional public 
ministry and placed him in a 
monitoring program. 

In a letter to parishioners, 
Rev. Jerome E. Listecki, auxilia
ry bishop, said archdiocese offi
cials referred the matter to the 
Lake County state's attorney's 
office. 

"These are difficult times for 
the church," Listecki wrote. 
"The climate of sin, distrust, 
and misrepresentation created 
by a few has given rise to anger, 
embarrassment, shame and 
hurt by many." 

Fassbinder's alleged victim, a 
man now in his 40s, called the 
administrator of the archdio
cese's review board in Decem
ber to report the abuse, which 
allegedly began when he was a 
teenager and "occurred over 
several years," said James 
Dwyer, the archdiocese's 
spokesman. 

"We always caution people 
that these are all allegations," 
Dwyer said. "But the board did 
fmd the allegations credible 
and that is why we took the ac
tion we did." 

Lake County Assistant 
State's Atty. George Strickland 
said Tuesday that the archdio
cese contacted him several 
times last week to discuss the al
legations against Fassbinder. 
Strickland then met with the 
archdiocese's legal counsel, 
who provided him with details 
of the accusation. 

"We are concerned with locat
ing any possible witnesses or 

any other individuals who may 
have had improper contact with 
Fassbinder," Strickland said. 

Fassbinder, 75, could not be 
reached for comment 

According to his· biograp~ 
Fassbinder was ordained in 
May 1953 and his first assign
ment was at St. Hugh parish ih 
Lyons. He served as associate 
pastor at Queen of All Saints in 
Chicago from 1954 to 1967 before 
moving to St. Emily in Mt. Pros-
pect. . 

Fassbinder then transferred 
in 1973 to Prince of Peace in 
Lake Villa, where he became 
pastor in 1977 and remained un
til his retirement. 

In his letter, Listecki said the 
archdiocese had received no 
other allegations of sexual mis
conduct involving the priest. 

''The violation of confidenae 
on the part of clergy brings 
heartache for us all," Listecki 
wrote. "We pray for the victims 
of sexual abuse in the hope that 
our Lord will bring His heallitg 
power to bear on their damag
es." He also told Prince of Peace 
parishioners that "we also pray 
for all clergy who have abused 
the privilege granted them in 
their ordinati;.;n." .... 

Prince of Peace parishioners 
learned of the allegations dur
ing Sunday's masses, when a 
priest read Listecki's letter, said 
Tim Leonard, a deacon at the 
church. 

"It was a shock when I heard 
it. What do you do?" said Leo· 
nard, 50, of Lake Villa. 

Tribune staff reporters Nancy 
Ryan and Amanda Vogt contrib-
uted to this report. ' 
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its pastor amid similar accu-
sations. -

As parishioners fJ.led Into 
the gym at Sts. Faith, Hope 
and Charity Church for a 
closed meeting with the cardi
nal, George said he hoped to 

· speed up the process offmding 
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'Every case 
a tragedy'} 1 

George says 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

them in some cases." 
"You have to keep it in per

spective," George said. "One 
percent of priests are involved 
in this in some fashion. But 
nonetheless, every case is indi
vidual and every case is a great 
tragedy. Victims particularly 
have a hard time putting their 
lives together." 

Later, parishioners left the 
Winnetka meeting, which was 
puntuated by applause, saying 
that most of the discussion re
volved around what the parish 
wanted from its new pastor. 
Some of the meeting, however, 
was spent discussing Kealy and 
why the church leadership did 
not disclose to the parish a past 
allegation of misconduct. 

Remarks George made before 
the meeting followed the arch
diocese's disclosure that its re
view board, which handles alle
gations of sexual misconduct by 
priests, has determined that 
there is "reasonable cause to 
suspect" a Lake County priest 
had engaged in sexual miscon
duct with a child that began 
more than 25 years ago. 

Rev. Richard Fassbinder was 
assigned to Prince of Peace par
ish in Lake Villa from 1973 to 

Tribune photo by Charles Cherney 
Cardinal Francis George (right) and Bishop Edwin Conway 
greet Rosemary Croghan in Winnetka on Tuesday. 

a replacement at the Winnetka 
church for Rev. Robert Kealy, 
who resigned in March after 
being accused of sexual mis
conduct with a teenager more 

"What can you tell them?" 
George said. "That priests do 
sin and bishops have not been 
responsible in responding to 

than 25 years ago. PLEASE SEE ABUSE. PAGE 4 
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1997, during the period the 
abuse allegedly occurred. Al
though Fassbinder had retired 
in 1997, the board has restricted 
him from any additional public 
ministry and placed him in a 
monitoring program. 

In a letter to parishioners, 
Rev. Jerome E. Listecki, auxilia
ry bishop, said archdiocese offi
cials referred the matter to the 
Lake County state's attorney's 
office. 

"These are difficult times for 
the church," Listecki wrote. 
"The climate of sin, distrust, 
and misrepresentation created 
by a few has given rise to anger, 
embarrassment, shame and 
hurt by many." 

Fassbinder's alleged victim, a 
man now in his 40s, called the 
administrator of the archdio
cese's review board in Decem
ber to report the abuse, which 
allegedly began when he was a 
teenager and "occurred over 
several years," said James 
Dwyer, the archdiocese's 
spokesman. 

"We always caution people 
that these are all allegations," 
Dwyer said. "But the board did 
fmd the allegations credible 
and that is why we took the ac
tion we did." 

Lake County Assistant 
State's Atty. George Strickland 
said Tuesday that the archdio
cese contacted him several 
times last week to discuss the al
legations against Fassbinder. 
Strickland then met with the 
archdiocese's legal counsel, 
who provided him with details 
of the accusation. 

"We are concerned with locat
ing any possible witnesses or 

any other individuals who may 
have had improper contact with 
Fassbinder," Strickland said. 

Fassbinder, 75, could not be 
reached for comment 

According to his· biograp~ 
Fassbinder was ordained in 
May 1953 and his first assign
ment was at St. Hugh parish ih 
Lyons. He served as associate 
pastor at Queen of All Saints in 
Chicago from 1954 to 1967 before 
moving to St. Emily in Mt. Pros-
pect. . 

Fassbinder then transferred 
in 1973 to Prince of Peace in 
Lake Villa, where he became 
pastor in 1977 and remained un
til his retirement. 

In his letter, Listecki said the 
archdiocese had received no 
other allegations of sexual mis
conduct involving the priest. 

''The violation of confidenae 
on the part of clergy brings 
heartache for us all," Listecki 
wrote. "We pray for the victims 
of sexual abuse in the hope that 
our Lord will bring His heallitg 
power to bear on their damag
es." He also told Prince of Peace 
parishioners that "we also pray 
for all clergy who have abused 
the privilege granted them in 
their ordinati;.;n." .... 

Prince of Peace parishioners 
learned of the allegations dur
ing Sunday's masses, when a 
priest read Listecki's letter, said 
Tim Leonard, a deacon at the 
church. 

"It was a shock when I heard 
it. What do you do?" said Leo· 
nard, 50, of Lake Villa. 

Tribune staff reporters Nancy 
Ryan and Amanda Vogt contrib-
uted to this report. ' 
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MOre priest abuse alleged 
Authorities, parishioners 
told of claim against 
former Lake Villa pastor 
BY FRANK MAIN, ANNIE SWEENEY 
AND LUCIO GUERRERO I 
Srn··· !lF.roRT<llS snv...t "::> q I{) 

Prosecutors have been notified th~t a Ro
man Catholic priest allegedly sexually 
abused a teenage boy in the 1970s at a north 
suburban parish-the second time in two 
weeks that the Catholic Archdiocese of 
Chicago has forwarded decades-old pe
dophilia allegations to investigators. 

The Rev. Richard W. Fassbinder, 75, was 
assigned to Prince of Peace Church in Lake 
Villa from 1973 to 1997, when he retired as 
pastor. 

He is accused of sexual misconduct that 
began in 1975 and continued until the boy 
reached adulthood. The victim is now in his 
40s and lives out of state. He notified the 
archdiocese of his allegations in December. 

The Fitness Review Board, an independ
ent church review panel, investigated and 
ordered monitoring for Fassbinder, said 
James Dwyer, a spokesman for the archdio
cese. The board recently found more credi
bility to the allegations and last week passed 
them on to the Lake County state's attor
ney's office, he said. 

Fassbinder, who lives in Fox Lake now, 
declined .comment Tuesday, saying, "I have 
nothing to say." 

'Tm shocked," said Michael Golebiowski, 
30, who was an altar boy for Fassbinder in 
the mid-1980s. "That has not been my expe
rience at all. I have had a couple 'of days to 
think about it and never can I think about 
one incident. Absolutely 100 percent never. 

"He was one of my favorite priests for 
serving mass. I always liked his message." 

The church announced the allegations 
Tuesday, just about two weeks after the 
Rev. Robert Kealy resigned as pastor of 
Saints Faith, Hope and · Charity Parish in 
Winnetka: He was accused of sexual miscon
duct with a teenager more than 25 years ago. 

In the Kealy case, Cook County prosecu
tors said they are investigating, even though 
I.he statute of limitations for sex crimes in
volving children usually is three years after 
the victim's 18th birthday. 

George Strickland, a Lake County prosecu
tor, said a lawyer for the archdiocese revealed 
the allegations against Fassbinder last week. 

He would not comment on whether tbe 
allegations were too old to prosecute, saying, 
"The archdiocese gave us information that is 
sufficiently detailed for us to begin an inves
tigation. We will look for the possible exis-
tence of more victims." 'f) 

TOM CRUZE/SUN-TIMES 

Helen Golebiowski, bookkeeper for Prince of Peace Church in Lake Villa, says she has 
nothing but good things to say about the accused Rev. Richard Fassbinder. 

Dwyer said he knows of no lawsuits 
brought against Fassbinder. Under hi• mon
itoring program, he has been required to no
tify the a rchdiocese of travel from his home 

and is undergoing counseling. He periodi 
cally checks in with the administrator of the 
Fitness Review Board. · 

The archdiocese told Prince of Peace 

Other stories of abuse that ~ve surfaced in 
the last few weeks regarding Chicago area 
priests: 
El The Rev. Robert Kealy, pastor of Saints 
Faith, Hope and Charity in Winnetka, was ac
cused of engaging in sexual misconduct with a 
teenager in the 19 TOs. 
D An unnamed man says he was molested by 
the Rev. Andrew Ronan in the mid·1960s when 
Ronan was a prieSt assigned to a Portland 
shrine. Ronan was a teacher at the all-boys St.. 
Phiip High School on Chicago's West Side 
from 1959 to 1965. 
D A male teenager accused the Rev. Carlos 
Peralta of sexually abusing him In May 1999 
whDe Peralta was assigned to St . John Bosco 
Parish on the North Side. 
El The Rev. Gary Berthiaume, who served six 
months in prison for child sexual abuse in 
Michigan in 1978 and is accused of abuse at a 
Cleveland area parish, was accepted into the 
Diocese of Joliet in 1987 and celebrated mass 
at St. Irene Church in west suburban 
WarrenviUe. He worked as a chaplain in Good 
Samaritan Hospital in Downers Grove until 
Monday. 

parishioners about Fassbinder in a letter 
mailed Saturday, Dwyer said. The allegations 
also were announced at weekend masses. 

"The climate of sin, distrust and misrep
resentation created by a few has given to 
anger, embarrassment, shame and hurt by 
many," wrote the Rev. Jerome Listecki, aux
iliary bishop of Chicago. 

Listecki said the archdiocese received no 
other complaints against Fassbinder, but 
encouraged parishioners with more informa
tion to contact him. 

"The violation of confidence on the part 
of clergy brings heartache for all of us,' he 
wrote. "We pray for tbe victims of sexual 
abuse in the hope that our Lord will bring 
his healing power to beer on their damage." 

Fassbinder was assigned to St. Hugh 
Church in Lyons, Queen of All Saints in 
Chicago and St. Emily in Mount Prospect be
fore arriving at Prince of Peace in 1973. 
Parishioners said they were shocked at the al
legations against Fassbinder, whom they de
scribed as quiet, reserved and private. 

"He ww; a bard-nosed character,'' said 
Bob Kndera, a church member since 1977. 
"But he wag very popular. There waS' a 
group of people that were very close to him." 

Church bookkeeper Helen Golebiowski, 
Michael's mother and a parishioner for 28 
years, said her other son was also an altar 
boy for Fassbinder. She had never heard al
legations against him. 

"I've got nothing but nice things t.o say 
about Father Fassbinder," she said, adding 
she last saw him last year when he showed 
up for a 25-year celebration for teachers. 
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Retired pastor accused 
By Judy \Wastersan 'f / J D 

Special to the Daily Southtown 
said his office is investi
gating the case, al
though the statut.e of 

A retired past.or of Prince of limitations has expired 
Peace Catholic Church in Lake Because this individ
Villa is under investigation for uaI was the past.or wttil 
sexual misconduct. ll*17, he had the oppor-

Oak Lawn. 

Rev. Richard Fassbindei; who tlmity to engage in cer
served as associate pastor and tain behaviors ~h~t 
past.or at the parish from 1973 · would have been cmm
until his retirement in 1997, was nal in the 1970s and fassblmler 
named in a letter sent to Prince 1980s, Waller said 

Last week the arch
diocese was named in a 
lawsuit, along with two 
other dioceses and the 
Holy See, in the case of 
two priests who were 
transferred t.o parishes 
across the country. 
Fassbinder is accused 
of engaging in a sexual 
relationship with a 

of Peace parishioners Saturday Fas~binder ~~in . , 
by the Archdiocesan Indepen- St. Cajetan Parish m Chicago s 
dent Fitness Review Board Beverly community, ~er said 

Fassbinder, 75, is suspected of . The ,allegation against . Fass
engaging in sexual misconduct bm~er IS the DJC?st recent m the 
with a minor that began more Chicago archdiocese, .one . of 
than 25 years ago. many such cases nationwide 

Archdiocesan spokesman .nm involving the mol~tation of male 
Dwyer said the church learned of adolescents by pnests. 

minor that continued over the 
course of 13or14 years, ending in 
the. .:.:}80s. 

Ordained in 1953, Fassbinder 
served as associate past.or at St. 
Hugh in Lyons from 19.53 to 1954, 
at Queen of All Saints Basilica in 
Chicago from 1964to1967, and at 
St. Emily in Mount Prospect 
from 1967 t.o 1973. 

He was named pastor of 
Prince of Peace in l!J77. 

the allegations in December and Last IDCJl!th, the archdl,ocese 
that after conducting an investi- announced it had turned over to 
gation, the board m<>Ved to re- the Dx>k County stat.e's attorney 
strict Fassbinder from any public ~ n~e of Rev. Robert KeaJr. a 
ministry; placed him in a moni- pnest m north suburban pansh. Souttdowil i'8llglDn writer Alllseii 
t.oring pi-ogram and tmned the A man accused Kealy of abusing Hanlscll8I CDllbllutld to tNs report 
information over to the Lake him more than 25 years ago, 
County stat.e's attorney. while Kealy was an associate WJaslli'soo writes m the News Sm In 

State's Attorney Mike Waller past.or at St Gennaine Church in Lalle COmily. 

Retired priest accused of sexual miscond.ucrc 
BY TERESA MASK 
DailyHemldStaf!Wriler t/)) O ----· A retired suburban priest who led 
churches in Lake Villa and Mowit 
Prospect joins a growing number of 
Catholic clergy being investigated 
nationwide for sexual misconduct 

The Rev. Richard Fassbinder, 75, is 
the second suburban priest in two 
weeks to be investigated for 
allegedly sexually abusing a minor 
more than 25 years ago, according to 
officials from the Archdiocese of 
Chicago. 

Fassbinder worked at Lake Villa's 
Prince of Peace. Church from 1973 to 
1997 and was named pastor in 1977. 
Before that, he was pastor for six 
years, from 1967 to 1973, at St Emily 
Catholic Church in Mowit Prospect. 

Officials from the archdiocese said 
its independent review board has 
determined that there is "reasonable 
cause" to suspect Fassbinder 
engaged in sexual misconduct with a 
male minor while he was at Prince of 

Peace. 
lake Connty State's Attorney Mike 

Waller said his office had been con
tacted by the archdiocese. "We have 
received information concerning a 
sexual relationship which ended in 
the mid-1980s and began when the 
subject was underage," Waller said. 
"The statue of limitations has run out 
on any crimes that may have been 
committed during that time. How
ever, because he was a pastor witil 
1997, we are investigating to see if 
there vyere any other incidents or 
people involved." 

Jim Dwyer, an archdiocese 
spokesman, said the allegations were 
reported for the first time in Decem
ber 2001. He said the man reporting 
the allegations is now in his 40s and 
lives out of the state. Dwyer said the 
man reported that the abuse began 
when he was a teenager and contin
ued into adulthood 

OWyer said Fassbinder, who now 
lives in a private residence in the Fox 
Lake area, is being monitored by the 

archdiocese and must repon his 
activities, particularly if he plans to 
leave town. 

"He's not in any position to be a 
threat to anybody," Dwyer said. 

Dwyer said he is not aware of any 
other pending cases being investi
gated by the independent review 
board. But as part of a plan to review 
the archdiocese's current policy on 
sexual abuse among clergy, the 
review board is revisiting the han
dling of old cases. 

Meanwhile, the Cook County 
state's attorney's office is investigat
ing the Rev. Robert L. Kealy, who 
resigned twoweeks ago amid allega
tions that he abused a minor. He last 
worked as pastor of Sts, Faith, Hope 
and Charity Church in Wmnetka He 
remains in the priesthood but has 
withdrawn from active ministry. 

Ordained ·in 1953, Fassbinder 
retired in 1997. 

0 Daily Herald staff writer Tony 
Gordon contributed to this report. 
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resigned twoweeks ago amid allega
tions that he abused a minor. He last 
worked as pastor of Sts, Faith, Hope 
and Charity Church in Wmnetka He 
remains in the priesthood but has 
withdrawn from active ministry. 
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Aflegation§ about priest test 
faith at JLake Villa church 
BY MICK ZAWISLAK 
D;!i!:L HemUJ. Sl!J!!WrilLT -f I I / 

Sounds of laughter and the general 
commotion you would expect from 
grade school kids were signs Wednes
day that business continued as usual 
at Prince of Peace Parish School 

Administrators at the Lake Villa 
Catholic school have been working 
diligently to keep it that way, 
acknowledging that recent news of 
allegations of sexual misconduct 
against a retired priest has a potential 
impact on youngsters who have 
faced their share of emotional tur
moil in the past two years. 

"They don't want to know details. 
They want a feeling of safety and 
security, and right now that's what 
we're trying to provide - an atmos
phere that thin~ are okay," said Mary 
Rooney, assistant principal and a 
third-grade teacher. 

Rooney said only a "very small per
centage" of students had asked 
questions about the news concem
lngthe Rev. Richard Fassbinder, who 
retired In 1997 after working at the 
parish for 24 years. Now 75, he has 
been accused of sexually abusing a 
minor more than 2~ years ago while 
serving at the church, according to 
the Archdiocese of Chicago. Fass
binder also was pastor at St. Emily 
Catholic Church in Mount Prospect 
from 1967 to 1973. 

"They just wanted to get back to 
normalcy." Rooney said of the stu
dents. The school :was shocked in 
September 2000, wf)en a custodian 
was killed by his boss inside the 
school. Both were well known to the 
students. 

Rooney said school officials fol
lowed a similar plan then, 
acknowledging the incident but 
emphasizing the school was "still a 

safe place to be." 
Bishop Jerome E. Llstecki, who 

Informed parishioners by letter 
about the allegations against their 
former pastor, said several Masses at 
Prince of Peace Church last week
end. Counselors from the 
archdiocese also were available 
throughout the weekend to talk with 
the church staff or listen to anyone 
who had concerns. Chwch officials 
did not have any estimate of how 
many used the sei;vice, which is 
standard procedure for the archdio
cese. 

The news has drawn mixed reac
tion in the rapidly growing area, with 
members of the congregation saying 
little about what has become 
another in a series of unfolding alle
gations involving Catholic priests 
across the country. · 

"People were very supportive over 
the weekend, and people are very 
strong in their fuith," said the Rev. 
Steve Dombrowski, associate pastor. 
"Weve had no contact with him 
since he left five years ago. n 

The congregation is pulling 
together and has designated an April 
23 service at 7:30 p.m. to be a "heal
ing Mass." 

Because of the growth in the area, 
Llstecki said about a third of the 
parishioners in the 2,300-family 
parish didn't know Fassbinder. 
Another third may have known him 
casually. 

"Then, there's the others. It's just 
disbelief," Llstecki said. "Some hurt 
right away and you could see tears 
being shed." 

The archdiocese said Wednesday it 
was not aware of any new allegations 
against Fassbinder, who is living in a 
private residence in the Fox I.;ike area 
and is being monitored and must 
report his activities. 
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Ex-Lake Villa priest accused 

Investigation: Retired pastor suspected of sexual misconduct with minor 

LAKE VILLA- A retired pastor of Prince of Peace Catholic Church in Lake Villa is 
under investigation for alleged sexual misconduct. 

The Rev. Richard Fassbinder, who served as associate pastor and pastor at the parish 
from 1973 until his retirement in 1997, was named in a letter sent to Prince of Peace 
parishioners Saturday by the Archdiocesan Independent Fitness Review Board. 

Fassbinder, 75, is suspected of engaging in sexual misconduct with a minor that began 
more than 25 yeas ago. 

Archdiocesan spokesman Jim Dwyer said the church learned of the allegations in 
December and that after conducting an investigation, the board moved to restrict 
Fassbinder from any public ministry, placed him in a monitoring program and turned the 
information over to the Lake County state's attorney's office. 

State's Attorney Michael Waller said his office is investigating the case, despite 
expiration of the statute of limitations. 

"Because this individual was the pastor until 1997, he had the opportunity to engage in 
certain behaviors that would have been criminal in the 1970s and 1980s," Waller said. 

The allegation against Fassbinder is the most recent in the archdiocese, one of many 
such cases nationwide involving the molestation of male adolescents by priests. 

Fassbinder is accused of engaging in a sexual relationship with a minor that continued 
over the course of 13 or 14 years, ending in the 1980s. 
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TODAY'S STORIES 

• Sports center down to 
details 

• Ex-Lake Villa priest 
accused 

• Old Eagle store eyed 
as branch court site 

While the initial involvement would have been criminal, Waller said his office 
wouldn't be able to prosecute a case that came to the attention of the archdiocese so long • $1 billion drug 
after the alleged incidents took place. 

"But these types of offenders tend to have other victims, and we're going to see what 
information we can develop," Waller said. "We haven't developed any so far, which 
would lead us to believe there aren't any other victims." 

·Sunnyside 

• Potter's hiring 
outrages some County 
Board members 

Waller said the statute of limitations for a felony is three years. However, if the victim 
is a minor, the statute can be extended for one year after he or she turns 18. • County Board 

supports plan to attract 
business 

"You could have a fairly long statute of limitations if you had a young victim who 
didn't report it until later," Waller said. 

Representatives of the archdiocese and Auxiliary Bishop Jerome Lisiecki of St. Joseph 
in Libertyville met with Prince of Peace parishioners during weekend Masses. 
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construction 

• Child sex abuse 
targeted by forum 
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information over to the Lake County state's attorney's office. 

State's Attorney Michael Waller said his office is investigating the case, despite 
expiration of the statute of limitations. 

"Because this individual was the pastor until 1997, he had the opportunity to engage in 
certain behaviors that would have been criminal in the 1970s and 1980s," Waller said. 

The allegation against Fassbinder is the most recent in the archdiocese, one of many 
such cases nationwide involving the molestation of male adolescents by priests. 

Fassbinder is accused of engaging in a sexual relationship with a minor that continued 
over the course of 13 or 14 years, ending in the 1980s. 
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Ex-Lake Villa priest accused 

Dwyer said Fassbinder has not been involved in any public ministry since his 
retirement. 

• Police release sketch 
of con artists 

Waller said the archdiocese had been cooperative. •Fed grant will add to 
cops to Vernon Hills 

"The people are surprised and shocked, but, overall, they're very supportive," said the force 
Rev. Steve Dombrowski, Prince of Peace associate pastor. "The overall feeling is that 
this isn't going to shake their faith." CONTACT US 

At the newspaper: 
Ordained in 1953, Fassbinder served as associate pastor at St. Hugh in Lyons from •Contact one of our 

1953 to 1954, at Queen of All Saints Basilica in Chicago from 1964 to 1967, and at St editorial staff members 
Emily in Mount Prospect from 1967to 1973. He was named pastor of Prince of Peace in •Send a letter to the 
1977. editor for publication 

•Send a news release 

This is not the first trial for Prince of Peace Parish, which was organized in 1955 from 
territory once part of St. Peter Church in Antioch and St Gilbert Church in Grayslake. 
The church was the site of a murder in 2000, in which part-time janitor Kevin Killian, a 
30-year-old Lindenhurst resident, was convicted of bludgeoning to death maintenance 
chief John Zeller of Bristol, Wis. 

04/10/02 

•Subscribe to the paper 
•Place a classified ad 
•Contact the customer 
service department 
•Get information about 
advertising in the paper 

At the web sit8: 
•Ask questions and get 
answers about the site 
•Provide a tip about 
breaking news 
•Subscribe to our free 
daily headlines e-mail 
•Get information about 
advertising on the site 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO --.--Office of Professional Fitness Review Post Office Box 1979 
616 N. SL Clair, Suite 1910 Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

(312)751-5205 
Fax:(312)7Sl-5279 

April 12, 2002 

Rev. Lawrence Hanley 
7112 Concorde Circle 
Fox Lake, IL 60021 

Dear Father Hanley, 

Enclosed are Monthly Monitoring Reports for 12 months. Please complete a report and mail to my 
attention by the 15th of each month. Father fassbinder_should sign the form as well 

If you have any questions concerning your responsibilities as Monitor, please do not hesitate to call 

Thank you fur your willingness to serve in this position in relationship to Father's case of misconduct 
with a minor. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen Leggdas 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

Cc: Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
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To: File 

From: Jim Kaczorowski 

Date: April 12,2002 

Re: Richard Fassbinder 

On April 9, 2002 I met with Richard Fassbinder at Koenig Hall in the Retreat House, 
Mundelein. I indicated to him that on the preceding Sunday, April 7, 2002, 
Bishop Listecki read a letter to his former parishioners at Prince of Peace Parish in Lake 
Villa, where Richard had been pastor from 1977-1997 as well as associate pastor from 
197 4-77. The letter to the parishioners contained information that the Professional 
Fitness Review Board found reasonable cause of sexual misconduct with a minor over 25 
years ago. I further told Father Fassbinder that his story was breaking in the public arena 
and that it would be on all news stations the evening of April 9, 2002. In addition the Sun 
Times and the Chicago Tribune were to carry the stories. 

I informed Father Fassbinder that Father Lawrence Hanley was assigned as his on-site 
monitor. He also owns a home in the Leisure Retirement Village, Fox Lake, where Fr. 
Fassbinder lives among approximately 300 other people. I assured him that Larry Hanley 
will be in daily conversation with him to see how he is doing. 

On the evening of April 9, 2002 I called Father Fassbinder as television stations were 
broadcasting the news of his misconduct. He indicated that two reporters called him on 
whom he hung up. A Tribune reporter wanted entry to the Retirement Village, but was 
denied entrance. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of the Archbishop 155 E. Superior St. 

Chicago, lllinois 60611 

PRECEPT 

Bishops "have been designated by the Holy Spirit to take the place of the apostles as pastors of 
souls and, together with the Supreme Pontiff and subject to his authority, they are commissioned 
to perpetuate the work of Christ, the eternal Pastor." ( Christus do minus, n.2b) However, since 
the pastors of the Church can never be expected to carry the burden of pastoral ministry alone 
(Lumen gentium, n. 30), they have been given the order of priests to cooperate in shepherding 
and guiding God's people. Indeed, bishops, "because of the gift of the Holy Spirit that has been 
given to priests at their ordination, will regard them as indispensable helpers and advisers in the 
ministry and in the task of teaching, sanctifying and shepherding the People of God." 
(Presbyterorum ordinis,n. 7) 

Because of this common task, "bishops are to regard their priests as brothers and friends, and are 
to take the greatest interest they are capable of in their welfare, both temporal and spiritual. For 
on their shoulders particularly falls the burden of sanctifying their priests." (Presbyterorum 
ordinis, n. 7b) 

Moreover, the Directory on the Pastoral Ministry of Bishops states, "In the same way as Jesus 
showed his love for his disciples .... so also a bishop .... can hardly fail to realize that he should 
show his greatest love and chief concern for priests .... Led by a sense of duty andsincereand . 
invincible charity he gives willing assistance in every way to help priests to esteem the loftiness 
of their priestly vocation, to live serenely, to spread joy to those about them and to fulfill their 
duties faithfully." (n. 107a) 

This same document urges bishops to do "everything possible to prevent the troubles his priests 
could have .... To keep them safe from trouble he takes prompt and prudent measures." (n. 112) 

The Code of Canon Law has described precepts as a means by which ecclesiastical authority 
"directly and legitimately enjoins a specific person or persons to do or omit something, 
especially in order to urge the observance of law" ( c. 49). 

Therefore, I issue this precept, in accordance with c. 49, to urge Reverend Richard Fassbinder 
to fulfill the obligations which were placed upon him at the time of his ordination. Because 
some suspicion has arisen about his fidelity to the sacred promises he made at his ordination, I 
urge him in particular to lead a life which is in keeping with the holiness of his vocation. 
Although he is not presently exercising public ministry in the Church, he ought to pursue 
holiness of life in the way that he lives. He is also still bound to the obligation to pray the liturgy 
of the hours daily, to set aside time for spiritual retreats, to engage in mental prayer, to approach 
the sacrament of penance frequently, to honor the Virgin Mother of God with particular 
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veneration as Queen of Priests, and to use any other means of sanctification which he finds 
helpful (c. 276). 

Because of the obligation to observe perfect and perpetual continence for the sake of the 
kingdom of heaven, Father Fassbinder is to act with due prudence toward persons who could 
endanger the obligation to observe continence ( c. 277§1 ), and to observe the particulars of the 
attached Individual Specific Protocol (c. 277§3) which I have established in consultation with 
him. 

He is to avoid all those things which are unbecoming the clerical state, or those things which are 
foreign to the clerical state ( c. 285), especially those things which are set forth in the attached 
Individual Specific Protocol which I have established in consultation with him. 

Father Fassbinder is hereby dispensed from his obligation to wear ecclesiastical garb (c. 284), 
and is strongly urged not to do so until such time as the case against him can be resolved and 
more permanent determinations can be made. Although not removed from office, he is 
nonetheless urged not to exercise the rights of any ecclesiastical office, in accordance with the 
Individual Specific Protocol which I have established in consultation with him. 

In order to ensure that these obligations are met, I have delegated Ms. Leah McCluskey to 
receive information regarding Father Fassbinder's fulfillment of this precept and his Individual 
Specific Protocol. She is to submit a report to me no less than quarterly regarding this matter, 
and may report to the Professional Fitness Review Board more frequently as needed or 
requested. 

I am establishing this precept in a spirit of fraternal charity, mindful of my responsibility to 
encourage my priests to remain faithful to the obligations of the clerical state. Because the 
attached Individual Specific Protocol has been established in dialog between Father Fassbinder 
and the Vicar for Priests, I accept the provisions of this document, and urge Father Fassbinder 
to fulfil them in accordance with the obedience he is to show to me as his ordinary (c. 273), and 
which he promised at his ordination. 

Given in Chicago, Illinois on the 23rd day of May, 2003. 

~run~~ 
Archbishop of Chicago 
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In order to ensure that these obligations are met, I have delegated Ms. Leah McCluskey to 
receive information regarding Father Fassbinder's fulfillment of this precept and his Individual 
Specific Protocol. She is to submit a report to me no less than quarterly regarding this matter, 
and may report to the Professional Fitness Review Board more frequently as needed or 
requested. 
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which he promised at his ordination. 

Given in Chicago, Illinois on the 23rd day of May, 2003. 

~run~~ 
Archbishop of Chicago 
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Office of Professional Responsibility 
676 N. St Clair, Suite 1910 
Chicago, IL 60611 

(312)751-5205 
1-800-994-6200 

Fax (312)751-5279 

July 11, 2003 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 E. Superior Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Cardinal George, 

As the Auditor whom you appointed in accord with Canon 1717 to conduct a Preliminary 
Investigation into the allegations of sexual abuse of minors that have been made against 
the Rev. Richard W. Fassbinder, a priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago, I would like to 
inform you that the investigation has been completed. 

As required by Canon 1718, a sufficient amount of material is now present for you to 
make a determination. I have examined the files of the investigations of the allegations 
of sexual misconduct with minors by Fr. Fassbinder, and I have found them to be 
complete. 

There is at least one allegation that was submitted to the Archdiocesan Professional 
Responsibility Review Board in which the Board recommended to you that there is 
reasonable cause to suspect that the alleged misconduct did occur. Given the material 
gathered as the Board's instruction of the case, it is now necessary for you to determine if 
the elements meet the required standard of proof. The Board reported their finding to you 
after having discussed the evidence and the arguments in two formal sessions. As part of 
the procedure followed by the Board, Fr. Fassbinder was read the allegations made 
against him and provided a response to each. With reference to his involvement in the 
instruction of the case, Fr. Fassbinder had the advice oflegal counsel. 

I now submit this matter to your Eminence for a determination. It is my recommendation 
that the allegation of sexual misconduct with a minor against the Rev. Richard W. 
Fassbinder has the semblance of truth (notitiam saltem verisimilem) as required by Canon / 
1717 and Article 13 of the Procedural Norms de gravioribus de/icitis, and consequently 
the case should~ sent to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 

There is at least one allegation of sexual misconduct against Fr. Fassbinder. The 
Professional Responsibility Review Board has been presented all allegations against Fr. 
Fassbinder, and has reported to you the finding that the allegations provide reasonable 
cause to suspect that the alleged incidents of misconduct did occur. It is my 
recommendation that the aforementioned allegations have the semblance of truth 

OFFICE or THE 
CHANCELLOR 
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(notitiam saltem verisimilem) as required by Canon Law. As a result, there is no 
additional information that needs to be gathered at this time regarding the allegations 
made against Fr. Fassbinder. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at 312 751-5205. 

s~dl&Ji 
Leah McCluskey ~ 
Professional Responsibility Administre 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Srnilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar fur Priests 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

September 8, 2003 

Fr. Richard W. Fassbinder 
7128 St. Tropez 
Fox Lake, IL 60452 

Dear Fr. Fassbinder, 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: {312) 751-5279 

Enclosed you will find documentation regarding the monitoring protocols. 

The monitoring protocols have been changed somewhat. This was done principally in 
order to put into a standard written form, arrangements that had been made orally and/or 
on an individual basis. It was felt that by committing as much as possible to a written 
form, misunderstandings could be reduced and communication would be facilitated. 
These changes reflect the feedback provided by all those involved in the monitoring 
program, including those who are subject to it. The enclosed forms contain the 
adjustments made to the monitoring forms that were provided to you in July of 2003. All 
those involved in monitoring will be receiving a copy of the new forms. 

In designing a form that addresses so many different, complex situations, one or another 
points may be unclear. If you have any question or concerns, please contact me at [312] 
751-5205. 

if~vlfJJ1Jt 
Leah McCluskey 
Professional Responsibility Adminis 

Enclosures 
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The Individual Specific Protocols (ISP) implement the primary goal of protecting minors and the 
integrity of the Church. Additionally, the ISP serves as a safeguard for the individual priest/deacon with 
regard to the possibility of subsequent allegations. As long as the cleric is a client of the Office of 
Professional Responsibility, he will be subject to appropriate protocols, restrictions and monitoring under 
the authority of the Vicar for Priests and supervised by the Professional Responsibility Administrator 
(PRA); please refer to protocol number 15. _ 

This ISP for 'f?.\u0adt?{ -fa~s.t@ivialey' is as follows (PRA to initial all that apply): 

1. ~estricted from being alone with minors (anyone under the age of 18) without the presence 
~~er responsible adult. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

he "Clergy Daily Log" to be completed on a daily basis and co-signed by the monitor. The 
is a tool that is used for the protection of minors, the priest/deacon, the monitor and the 

Archdiocese. Although it lists all time periods, it is to intended to provide an accurate record of 
the day rather than a detailed clock. If you are describing an off-campus activity, please include 
the place, the general purpose of the visit/trip/activity (e.g. Spiritual Direction, therapy), and the 
telephone number only if it is a private residence. (For example, it is enough to indicate that you 
did personal shopping rather than the name, location and telephone number of each individual 
store.) If your self-description is challenged, some documentation/verification may be requested. 
The monitor will return the log forms at the end of each month to PRA. e Abide by the restriction of residence to 11 '2-~ bt . Tf O!p(-Z 

~)( Uktc fl. (VOt.{57.-
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6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

@No inappropriate use of computers, software, Internet capabilities, communications tools or 
technology. The standards articulated in the Policies and Procedures of the Archdiocese oj 
Chicago and the Handbook For Archdiocesan Employees will apply. 

~] 'ust complete and submit the "TravelNacation Agreement" to PRA prior to a scheduled 
~:~e. 
f-1 /A Attendance at a recommended support group (please 
indicate specific support group). Recommended frequency of __ times per week/month (please 
circle one). Attendance at a recommended support group is to be reflected on "Clergy Daily Log" 
forms. 

LJl.To ministerial participation in the public celebration of the Eucharist or any other 
~~:nt or Sacramental without the prior, written permission of the Vicar for Priests. 

@Refrain from wearing any garb that would give the appearance of, or seem to infer, a 
pnest/deacon who has canonical faculties and is currently assigned to some ministry (e.g., the 
'clerical shirt'). 

~The right of defense must not involve the public life of the Church. 

On-site visits by PRA annually to include meeting with PRA and the cleric. 

On-site visits by Vicar for Priests (VP) annually to include a meeting with VP and the cleric. 

This ISP is to be reviewed annually with PRA, VP, and the cleric. 

Because the private celebration of the Eucharist is possible, during the course of each week one of 
the Masses celebrated is to be for the intention of the priests of the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

Any change or alteration to this agreement will involve consultation with the cleric, his monitor, 
the PRA, and the VP. The cleric, his monitor, the PRA, or the VP can initiate the discussion for 
change or alteration, and at the discretion of any of the parties, his legal and/or canonical counsel 
may be involved. 

I have reviewed, understand, and agree to all of these individual specific Protocols. 

Date: ~ J /) :5 
/ 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO ~@~\f 
Office of Professional Responsibility 

September 17, 2003 

Rev. Richard W. Fassbinder 
7128 St. Tropez 
Fox Lake, IL 60452 

Dear Fr. Fassbinder, 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

It was a pleasure meeting with you last Thursday. Both Fr. Kaczorowski and I appreciate 
the time that you took to meet with us. Enclosed you will find a copy of your signed 
Individual Specific Protocol. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at [312] 751-
5205. 

Sincerely, 

'-f PJ:/1u~~~-P.:!1:~c1uskey 
Professional Responsibility Adm· lstrat 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowsk~ Vicar for Priests 

Enclosure 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO ~@~\f 
Office of Professional Responsibility 

September 17, 2003 

Rev. Richard W. Fassbinder 
7128 St. Tropez 
Fox Lake, IL 60452 

Dear Fr. Fassbinder, 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

It was a pleasure meeting with you last Thursday. Both Fr. Kaczorowski and I appreciate 
the time that you took to meet with us. Enclosed you will find a copy of your signed 
Individual Specific Protocol. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at [312] 751-
5205. 

Sincerely, 

'-f PJ:/1u~~~-P.:!1:~c1uskey 
Professional Responsibility Adm· lstrat 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowsk~ Vicar for Priests 

Enclosure 

AOC 013325 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1 979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Date: 

MEMORANDUM 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

File - PFR-80 /~ 

Leah McCluskey'. Professional Responsibility Administrato0 

Fassbinder, Richard [Retired/Withdrawn] 

November 6, 2003 

PRA and Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests met with Rev. Richard 
Fassbinder and his monitor, Rev. Lawrence Hanley on September 11, 2003 at the 
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House. The purpose of the meeting was for PRA to provide Frs. 
Fassbinder and Hanley with the newly revised Individual Specific [Monitoring] 
Protocols, Daily Log forms, and the Travel/Vacation Notification forms. 

While at the meeting, it was agreed that Fr. Kaczorowski would work with Fr. Fassbinder 
to connect him with a spiritual advisor. 

Fr. Fassbinder signed the Individual Specific Protocol form to indicate his agreement to 
follow the requested protocols. 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

January 29, 2004 

Rev. Richard W. Fassbinder 
7128 St. Tropez 
Fox Lake, Illinois 60452 

Dear Fr. Fassbinder, 

I hope that this letter finds you and Rev. Lawrence Hanley doing well. 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

As you may know, Fr. Kaczorowski and I went to the Cardinal Stritch Retreat House on 
January 26, 2004 to meet with several of the men who are to be adhering to the 
monitoring protocols. Enclosed with this letter you will find copies of the current 
Individual Specific Monitoring Protocols, a Daily Log form, as well as a Travel/Vacation 
Agreement form. This information will also be forwarded to your daily monitor, Fr. 
Hanley. These forms have been adjusted with the assistance of Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, 
Promoter of Justice as a result of the feedback that many of you have provided to me in 
the past. 

Cardinal George has agreed with the Review Board's recommendation that you review 
and sign the Individual Specific Protocol and return it to me no later than March 31, 
2004. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205. Fr. 
Kaczorowski may also be reached at [312] 642-1837. 

Cc Rev. Lawrence Hanley 
Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 

AOC 013327 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

Professional Responsibility Review Board 
Saturday, May 15, 2004-9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

MINJJTES 

Non-members present: 
Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator [PRA] 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

• Cardinal George was unable to be present for the meeting as a result of a scheduling conflict. 

I. Case Reviews 
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IV. 

MINUTES 
May 15, 2004 
Page3 

• PRA informed the Board of the death of Rev. Richard Fass m er. 
• Fr. Smilanic spoke with the Board regarding related canonical issues concerning 

clerics who have been removed from ministry as a result of allegations of sexual 
misconduct. 
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Next scheduled meeting is June 19, 2004 at 9:00 a.m. 

Cc: Review Board Members 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Thomas Tivy, Vicar for Priests 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 

0 

... •..._ ..... •4' • 

MINUTES 
May 15, 2004 
Page4 

AOC 013331 



Next scheduled meeting is June 19, 2004 at 9:00 a.m. 

Cc: Review Board Members 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Thomas Tivy, Vicar for Priests 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 

0 

... •..._ ..... •4' • 

MINUTES 
May 15, 2004 
Page4 

AOC 013331 



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

I. 

II. 

Ill. 

IV. 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY REVIEW BOARD MEETING 
Saturday, May 15, 2004- 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

AGENDA 

V. Other Matters 

• Update on Rev. Richard Fassbinder (Deceased 2004) 

The next scheduled Board Meeting is for Saturday, June 19, 2004 
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l. ~..._ estricted fr~m being alone with minors (anyone under the age of 18) without the presence 
~her responsible adult. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

The "Clergy Daily Log" to be completed on a daily basis and co-signed by the monitor. The 
is a tool that is used for the protection of minors, the priest/deacon, the monitor and the 

Archdiocese. Although it lists all time periods, it is intended to provide an accurate record of the 
day rather than a detailed clock. If you are describing an off-campus activity, please include the 
place, the general purpose of the visit/trip/activity (e.g. Spiritual Direction, therapy), and the 
telephone number only if it is a private residence. (For example, it is enough to indicate that you 
did personal shopping rather than the name, location and telephone number of each individual 
store.) If your self-description is challenged, some documentation/verification may be requested. 

-®bide by the assignment ofresidence to ::ll 2--2 £J -Trofe Z-

r{) K l-!JJ[(, ( L, &_ ()() 2-0 
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6. 

7 

8. 

9. 

10. 

I I. 

12. 

l J 

14. 

15. 

16. 

~ No inappropriate use of comp~ters, so~ware, Int~r~et capabilities, communications_ tools or 
~ technology. The standards articulated m the Polzc1es and Procedures of the Archdzocese (d 
Chicago and the Handbook For Archdiocesan Employees will apply. 

ti1iMust complete and submit the "Travel/Vacation Agreement", and obtain concurrence with 
~greement, prior to a scheduled departure. 

1rJIA- Attendance at a recommended support group (please 
~ate specific support group). Recommended frequency of __ times per week/month (please 
circle one). Attendance at a recommended support group is to be reflected on "Clergy Daily Log" 
ti . 

No ministerial participation in the public celebration of the Eucharist or any other 
mentor Sacramental without the prior, written permission of the Vicar for Priests. 

/n Refrain from wearing any garb that would give the appearance of, or seem to infer, a 
~t/deacon who has canonical faculties and is currently assigned to some ministry (e.g., the 
'clerical shirt'). 

The right of defense must not involve the public life of the Church. 

On-site visits by PRA annually to include meeting with PRA and the cleric. 

On-site visits by Vicar for Priests (VP) annually to include a meeting with VP and the cleric. 

This ISP is to be reviewed annually with PRA, VP, and the cleric. 

Because the private celebration of the Eucharist is possible, during the cow-se of each week one of 
the Masses celebrated is to be for the intention of the priests of the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

Any change or alteration to this agreement will involve consultation with the cleric, his monitor, 
the PRA, and the VP. The cleric, his monitor, the PRA, or the VP can initiate the discussion for 
change or alteration, and at the discretion of any of the parties, his legal and/or canonical counseJ 
may be involved. 

I have reviewed, understand, and agree to all of these individual specific Protocols. 

Signed: Date~ 2 I f}lj{f!) 
~....._..--'"""'..,,___,,c__...,..L.0!'....=.."---'"-7-~~~~~,.-=.,..._~~~~ I 

'I ) Printed Name: S9::/Jl/1113s A i: 
~~--f-+,;.~'-A-.-.,..-"-_.::c.,c-...,.w,..~---'-~=-''-'-==-----!...u..::-=-:::__....:...;::::::.._~~~~~ 

signature of PRA: -i,+-1,~<....::..i;.~-L-J~~~....LJ":::___-,,J,----- Date: -""'"~-+{_,_/ _4--'(-"'0'-4_,_· __ _ 

Signature of VP:_-1!----.t!-,,<11<=-~----1........--=------ Date:_:) __ ' _r_b_~ __ l/ __ _ 
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Richard Wayne 
Fassbinder 

Assignment 

St. Hugh Parish (Lyons) 

Born: 

Archdiocese of Chicago Priest Vitae Card 

Ordained: 05/01/1953 Died: 05/01/2004 Ethnicity: 

Position Begin Date End Date 

Assistant Pastor 06/29/1953 06/25/1964 

Queen of All Saints Basilica Parish (Sauganash Ave.) Assistant Pastor 06/25/1964 02/20/1967 

St. Emily Parish (Mt. Prospect) Assistant Pastor 02/20/1967 06/15/1973 

Prince of Peace Parish (Lake Villa) Associate Pastor 06/15/1973 01/01/1977 

Prince of Peace Parish (Lake Villa) Administrator 01/07/1975 01/01/1977 

Prince of Peace Parish (Lake Villa) Pastor 01/01/1977 04/15/1997 

Prince of Peace Parish (Lake Villa) Pastor Emeritus 04/15/1997 05/01/2004 

Extraordinary 
Appointments: 

No Image 
Attached 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

MEMORANDUM 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

To: 

From: 

File - PFR-80 f\~ 

Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrato~ 

Re: Fassbinder, Rev. Richard Wayne 

Date: May 5, 2004 

PRA received a message from Rev. James T. Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests that Rev. 
Richard Wayne Fassbinder passed away on Saturday, May 1, 2004. 

Cc: Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Assistance Ministry 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

To: PFR-80 

From: Review Board Meeting 

Re: Richard Fassbinder (Deceased) 

Date: May 15, 2004 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

A S11lllll!illl!D.2Jl'Y l[J)jf 1tlblie disc1l.llssfol!ll Jfrom. 1tlbtie Profossnmnail JRespoiIDlsnll:Dnllllfy JReviiew lffioaira! Meetillllg rnm 
Many ].§9 W04l: 

o PRA informed the Board of the death of Rev. Richard Fassbinder. 
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.. .- \ 
~ ... 

Mother Doe 100, individually and as 
representative of the minor John Doe 100, 
on behalf of themselves and all others 
similarly si~ .. --. 

...:_/:. 

APR I 8 2006 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 

Plaintiffs, 

vs. 06CH020l7 
The Archdiocese of Chicago d/b/a The Catholic 
Bishop of Chicago, a corporation sole, 

Defendant 

CLASS ACTION COl\.fPLAINT 

NOW COMES the Plaintiffs, individually and on behalf of all others similarly situated, by and 

through their attorneys, 

to obtain declaratory and injunctive relief against Defendant, states as follows: 

INTRODUCTION 

1. This Complaint seeks declaratory judgment and injunctive relief against the 

Archdiocese of Chicago. The Archdiocese of Chicago has established a policy of harboring and 

protecting suspected child molesting agents, thereby endangering numerous children in Illinois. 

The Archdiocese has information about a number of suspected child molesting agents that it has 

never disclosed to law enforcement or the public at large, thereby causing children such as John 

Doe 100 to be harmed. Further, on info.rmation and belief, the Archdiocese has a policy and 
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. ) 

practice of document destruction. This declaratory relief and injunction action seeks to have the 

Archdiocese produce all documents regarding the molestation of children by its agents for court 

supervision, to release the Ila.mes of all agents aecused of molesting children to the court and to 

the public, and to enjoin the Archdiocese from destroying any documents regarding .suspected 

childhood sexual abuse by its agents. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE· 

2. This Court has jurisdiction over this action because it seeks to redress violations 

of the plaintiffs' rights and to protect children in Illinois that are in imminent danger. Venue is 

proper because the Archdiocese resides in Cook County and the majority of the allegations 

herein involve occurrences in Cook County. 

PARTIES 

3. Plaintiff John Doe 100 is a minor. Mother Doe 100 is John Doe lOO's mother and 

legal guardian. At all times material, Plaintiff John Doe 100 was a resident of the State of 

Illinois. At all times material, Mother Doe 100 was a resident of the State of Illinois. 

4. The identities of all Doe Plaintiffs are made known to Defendants through 

separate cover letter. 

5. Plainti~ a thirty five year old Chicago resident.~ 

sexually molested as a child by ....... religious order priest who was serving at a parish 

within the Archdiocese at the time of the abuse. 

6. At all times material, the Catholic Bishop of Chicago, a Corporation Sole 

(hereinafter "Archdiocese of Chicago") was and is an Illinois corporation. Defendant has 

approximately eight hundred fifty four Diocesan priests serving in two counties in the State of 
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) ·.·~ 

Illinois. At all times material to the. complain~ Defendant Archdiocese was conducting business 

in the State of Illinois. 

CLASS ACTION ALLEGATIONS 

7. Plaintiffs bring this action on behalf of themselves and; pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/2-

801, as the representatives of the class of persons who have been molested as children by an 

agent of the Archdiocese of Chicago and on behalf of those children who have not yet been 

abused, but who are in imminent danger of abuse because the Archdiocese has not released the 

names and files of agents that have been accused of molesting children or accused of 

inappropriate sexual behavior with children to either the public or to the court. 

8. The Plaintiff class is so numerous that joinder of all members is impracticable. In 

its own self report, the Archdiocese asserted that there were 142 cases where they had reason to 

suspect that an agent had sexually molested a child. These numbers only include information 

that was reported to the Archdiocese. The underlying data for the results was not disclosed to the 

public. 

9. There are questions of fact or law common to the class, which predominate over 

questions affecting only individual members. The common questions of law or fact include, but 

are not limited to: whether the Archdiocese of Chicago has failed to protect children by not 

releasing the names of its agents who have been accused of molesting children to the public and 

law enforcement and whether the Archdiocese has or is destructing documents in order to cover 

up or conceal crimes against children by clergy serving in and/or employed by the Archdiocese. 

I 0. The Plaintiffs will fairly and adequately protect the interests of the class. The 

interests of the plaintiffs are the same as those of all class members because they have all been 
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sexually abused by an agent of the Archdiocese of Chicago or are in danger of being molested by 

an agent of the Archdiocese of Chicago because the Archdiocese's information is not public. All 

ha~e an interest in preventing the sexual abuse of any further children by agents of the 

Archdiocese of Chicago. 

11. A class action is an appropriate method for the fair and efficient adjudication of 

the controversy alleged in this complaint. The expense and burden of individual litigation would 

make it difficult or impossible for individual members of the class to redress the wrongs done to 

them. The cost to the court system of adjudication of such individualized litigation would be · 

substantial. Individualized litigation would also present the potential for inconsistent or 

contradictory judgments and would magnify the delay and expense to all parties and the court 

system. By contrast, the conduct of this action as a class action presents far fewer management 

difficulties. conserves the resources of the parties and court system. and protects the rights of 

each class member. In addition. the prosecution of separate actions by the individual members 

of the class would create a risk of inconsistent or varying adjudications with respect to individual 

class members which would establish incompatible standards of conduct for the defendant. 

ALLEGATIONS OF FACT 

12. (hereinafter " was ordained a priest of the 

Archdiocese of Chicago in approximately 1994. 

13. At all times material employed by the Archdiocese. 

, . was an ordained Roman Catholic Priest educated. trained and ordained by, and 

.under the direct supervision, employ, agency and control of the Archdiocese. Among 

ties in his employment was to provide pastoral care and counseling for 
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members of his denomination. 

14. In approximately the winter of 2000, a nun at Holy Family Church in Chicago 

rep~rted to the Archdiocese of Chicago tha 

down his pants in the sacriSty at Holy Family. 

ked a fourth-grade boy to pull 

15. The nun reported this numerous times to the Archdiocese. 

16. On inforniation and belief, on one occasion when the nun reported it to the 

Archdiocese, an official told her that "if the parents aren't pushing it, let it go." 

17. After these reports, the nun made a final report to the Archdiocese, this one a 
' -- -~ ~ 

written report of ' - ; s· ,,. ( ehavior. 

18. On information and belief, in 2000, the Archdiocese did not report 

to law enforcement, did not tell any of the parishioners at any of the parishes 

worked at in the past about the report, did not tell any of the parishioners at any of the parishes 

where --worked after these reports, and did not tell any other children or parents 

about the report. 

19. On information and belief, after the nun reported the abuse to the Archdiocese, 

the Archdiocese transferre~to another parish, St. Agatha's in Chicago. 

20. On information and belief, despite the report, the Archdiocese allowed 

~o teach at an Archdiocesan school and coach a boys basketball team. 

21. In response to the clergy abuse scandal, the United States Catholic Conference of 

Bishops passed the Dallas Charter. 

22. On information and belief the Bishops passed the Dallas Charter in 2002. The 

Charter was only enforced, if at all, from within. There was no meaningful external non church 
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oversight over its enforcement. 

23. Cardinal Francis George represented to the public that the Charter was a "zero 

tolerance,, policy that committed them to removal of priests in childhood sexual abuse cases. He 
\ 

also represented to the public that a priest with even one act of sexual misconduct with a child 

should not be allowed in public ministry in order to protect children. 

24. In January of 2003, the Archdiocese released a "Ten Year Report" that purported 

to give information about the Archdiocese,s efforts to stop childhood sexual abuse by clerics in 

the previous ten years. 

25. On information and belief, the Ten Year Report purports to give the current status 

of priests that were accused of molesting a child anytime from 1993 tO 2003. The report 

indicates that no priest accused of abuse during that time period is in any form of ministry in the 

Archdiocese of Chicago. 

26. The Ten Year Report also states that officials of the Archdiocese have reported all 

allegations, including those not deemed credible, to the appropriate public authorities. 

27. On information and belief, the Archdiocese did not include~ the 

Ten Year Report. 

28. Also in response to the clergy abuse scandal, the United States Catholic 

Conference of Bishops agreed to participate in a selfreport survey conducted by the John Jay 

College. 

29. As part of the John Jay survey, each Diocese submitted the nwnber of priests that 

had allegations of sexual misconduct with a minor within the particular Diocese. 

30. On information and belief there was no oversight over the information that was 
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given to ·the John Jay College. It was completely up to the particular Diocese to ~espond 

honestly. 

31. The John Jay College defined "allegatio~" as all recorded notifications of clerical 

sexual misconduct with minors, whether or not they resulted in any investigation or whether 

there was reasonable cause to suspect abuse had· occurred. 

32. In 2004, the Archdiocese reported that it had re~Ji to believe that 55 priests had 

sexual misconduct with a minor. 

33. In 2004, Cardinal George and the Archdiocese represented to the public that there 

were no priests that were accused of childhood sexual abuse that were in public ministry in the 

Archdiocese of Chicago. 

34. On information and belief, the Archdiocese did not includ~ the 

2004 John Jay numbers. 

35. On information and belief in August of2005, the Archdiocese learned that law 

enforcement was investigating-- for childhood sexual abuse. 

36. On information and belief, in August of2005, the Archdiocese did not inform the 

law enforcement that a nun had reported that -ad acted in a sexually inappropriate 

manner with a child in 2000. 

37. On information and belief, just as it did in 2000, the Archdiocese did not report or 

warn any of the parishioners, the public, or the parents at St. Agatha parish that law enforcement 

. was investigatin~for childhood sexual abuse. 

38. On information and belief, the Archdiocese elevate~to a position of 

authority in the Archdiocese on September 1, 2005. It appointed him as Dean of a Deanery of 
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the Archdiocese. This is an honored, respected, and supervisory position within the 

Archdiocese. This meant that~ still at St Agathas, but also had some 

su~rvisory authority over roughly 20 parishes in the Archdiocese. 

39. The Archdiocese allowed~ to remain at Sl·Agathas and in the 

position of Dean until at least January of 2006, more four months after the Archdiocese received 

at least its second report of sexual misconduct a_gainst a minor b~ 

40. In January of 2006, Chicago law enforcement arrested~d charged 

· him with sexually molesting two boys on multiple occasions. 

41. On information and belief, the nun who reported the abuse to the Archdiocese in 

2000 was contacted by the Archdiocese the day before was arrested. The 

Archdiocese indicated to the nun that it did not have the nun's letter. 

42. On information and belief, the Archdiocese also stated publicly that it has no 

written record of the nun's reports or the actual letter. 

43. On information and belief, the Archdioceses and Dioceses across the United 

States, including the Archdiocese of Chicago, have been instructed to destroy documentation of 

sexual misconduct by priests and/or to send any of this material to the Holy See in order to claim 

it is immune from public discovery or disclosure. 

44. On information and belief, the Archdiocese has not released the names of the 55 

priests that it deemed as having reason to suspect committed sexual misconduct with children. 

45. On information and belief, the Archdiocese has also not released the names of any 

of the other clerics, lik~ who were accused of sexual misconduct and are still in 

parishes, but not included in the Ten Year Report or the John Jay Survey. 
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.· . ) 

46. Although the Archdiocese had not released the names of offenders, SC>me names 

of Archdioce5ail clerics accused of sexual miscorniuct have been released during the course of 

liti~ation. These names were'released in 2005: 

1) Richard ''Doc" Bartz 

2) Robert Becker 

3) R. Peter Bowman 

4) Daniel Buck 

5) Eugene Bums 

6) John Callicott 

7) William Cloutier 

8) Robert D. Craig 

9) John Curran 

10) Walter DeRoeck 

11) Jeremiah Duggan 

12) Richard Fassbinder 

13) Joseph Fitzharris 

14) Robert Friese 

15) James Hagan 

16) Daniel Mark Holihan 

17) Walter Huppenbauer 

18) Thomas Job 

19) Robert Kealy 
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) : ') 

20) John Keehan 

21) Thomas Kelly 

22) John "Jack" Keough · 

. 23) Joseph Kissane 

24) Leonard Kmak 

25) William Lupo 

26) Norbert Maday 

27) Robert Mayer 

28) Vincent McCaffrey 

29) Donald Mulsoff 

30) Thomas O'Gonnan 

31) James Ray 

32) John Robinson 

33) Kenneth Ruge 

34) Raymond Skriba 

35) Marion Snieg 

36) Victor Stewart 
r-

3 7) Ralph Strand 

38) Thomas Swade 

39) Anthony Vader 

47. Names that have not previously been released but who, on information and belief, 

have been accused of sexual misconduct with a minor: 
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1) James Flosi 

48. There are also a number of religious order priestS who worked in the Archdiocese. 

On information and belief, the Archdiocese had control and/or supervision over these clerics 
I . . . 

while they were working in the Archdiocese. On information and belief, the Archdiocese knows 

about these clerics' misconduct. On information and belief: those religious order clerics that 

have been accused of sexual misconduct are: 

1) Robert Berlet (Christian Brothers) 

2) Robert Brouillette (Christian Brothers)· 

3) Vincent Bryce (Dominicans) 

4) George Dyer (Dominicans) 

5) Terrence Fitzmaurice (Benedictines) 

6) John Huels (Servite) 

7) Augustine Jones (Benedictines) 

8) Donald McGuire (Jesuits) 

9) John Murphy (Augustinians) 

10) Robert Murphy (Camelites) 

11) Michael O'Connor (Augustinians)· 

12) Jean Baptiste (J.B.) Ormechea (Passionists) 

13) Eusebio Pantoja (Claretians) 

14) Thomas Paramo (Claretians) 

15) Carlos Peralta (Salesians) 

16) John Powell (Jesuits) 
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· ... ·i 
. - ./ 

17) Andrew Ronan (Servites) 

18) Wilton Skiffington (Jesuits) 

19) PatrickStrong (Augustinians) 

.) 

49. .--sexually molested John Doe 100 at some point between 

approximately 2000 and 2005, when John Doe 100 was a minor child. 

50. Neither John Doe 100 nor Mother Doe 100 knew that the Archdiocese had 

received reports about-exual abuse of children. 

51. 

. Countl. 

COUNT I 
(Injunction -Release of Names) 

Plaintiffs repeat and reallege every paragraph of this complaint as if set forth in 

52.. Plaintiffs bring Count I on their own behalf and on behalf of the class of similarly 

situated persons described in paragraph 7 of this Complaint. 

53. The practices of the Archdiocese of Chicago have endangered numerous children 

in the past and these practices will continue to put children at risk in the future. 

54. Plaintiffs and the class have the right to not be sexually molested by clerics of the 

Archdiocese of Chicago. 

55. The Archdiocese owes a duty to warn all children and their parents that come into 

contact with its clerics of allegations of sexual misconduct by the clerics because these children 

and their parents hold clerics in an esteemed position, which gives clerics virtually unlimited 

access to children. 

56. The Archdiocese also owes a duty to children and their parents to release all of 

the names of clerics against whom the Archdiocese has deemed to have credible allegations of 
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.. ./ 

sexual misconduct with children to the court and to the public at large. 

57. The Archdiocese also owes a duty to children and their parents to release all of 

th~ names of clerics that have been accused.of sexu:a.J. misconduct with ~bildren to the court and · 

to the public at large. 

58. Unless injunctive relief is granted numerous children in Illinois are at risk of 

being sexually molested by clerics of the Archdiocese. 

59. In order to ensure that children are protected and free from sexual molestation by 

clerics, the plaintiffs .and the members of the class are entitled to an injunction ordering that the 

Archdiocese do the following: 

60. 

a) Release the names of all 55 of the priests that it reported to the John Jay Survey to 

the court and to the public. 

b) Release the names of all other clerics, like-that were not included in 

the John Jay Sµrvey, but against whom the Archdiocese has received allegations 

of sexual misconduct by the cleric with children to the court and to the public. 

COUNT II 
(Injunction - Documents) 

Plaintiffs repeat and reallege every paragraph of this complaint as if set forth in 

Count II. 

61. Plaintiffs bring Count II on their own behalf and on behalf of the class of 

similarly situated persons described in paragraph 7 of this Complaint. 

62. On information and belief, the Archdiocese still has documents that are evidence 

of crimes committed by clerics against children. 

63. The Archdiocese has a duty to the public at large and to law enforcement to not 
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. I . . 
-. -. destroy any .documents that evidence a crime. 

64.. The Archdiocese has.a duty to children that were abused by clerics to not destr9y 

any; documents relating to the sexual misconduct or alleged sexual misconduct of any cleric at 

anytime in the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

65. On information and belief the Archdiocese has destroyed documents and/or 

concealed documents and/or failed to give documents to law enforcement relating to sexual 

misconduct or alleged sexual misconduct by clerics of the Archdiocese. 

66. Unless injunctive reliefis granted, children will be at imminent risk of being 

molested by clerics of the Archdiocese, law enforcement will be prevented from doing its job, 

and those children that have already been molested by clerics will have their rights negatively 

. affected. 

67. In order to ensure 1hat children are protected and free from sexual molestation by 

clerics, the plaintiffs and the members of the class are entitled to an injunction ordering that the 

Archdiocese do the following: 

a) Turn over any document with any connection to any allegation of sexual 

misconduct by a cleric against a child to the Illinois Courts for supervision of 

these documents. 

b) Turn over any document with any connection to any allegation of sexual 

misconduct by a cleric against a child to law enforcement. 

c) Cease in the destruction or spoliation of any documents with any connection to 

any allegation of sexual misconduct by a cleric against a child. 

d) Cease to conceal or misplace any documents with any connection to any 
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68. 

Count ill. 

69. 

allegation of sexual misconduct by a cleric against a child. 

COUNT ill 
(Declaratory Judgment) 

Plaintiffs repeat arid reallege every paragraph of this complaint as if set forth in 

Plaintiffs brilig Count ill on their own behalf and Qn behalf of the class of 

similarly situated persons described in paragraph 7 of this Complaint. 

70. There is an actual controversy between the plaintiffs and the members of the 

plaintiff class, on the one hand, and the Archdiocese, on the other hand, concerning whether the 

Archdiocese is adequately protecting children through its practices of not releasing the names of 

those clerics that have been accused of molesting children. 

71. There is also an actual controversy between the plaintiffs and the members of the 

plaintiff class, on the one hand, and the Archdiocese, on the other hand, concerning whether the 

Archdiocese is adequately protecting children through its practice of not removing a cleric that is 

accused of molesting a child from any position where the cleric has any contact with children 

72. Finally, there is an actual controversy between the plaintiffs and the members of 

the plaintiff class, on the one hand, and the Archdiocese, on the other hand, concerning whether 

the Archdiocese is adequately protecting children through its practices of destroying and/or 

concealing documents evidencing allegations of sexual misconduct by clerics. 

73. The plaintiffs and members of the plaintiff class are entitled to a declaration that 

the Archdiocesan practices of not releasing the names of clerics accused of sexual misconduct 

with minors, not removing clerics that are accused of sexual misconduct with children from 

positions where they have access to children, and by destroying and/or concealing documents, is 

{00030426.DOC} 15 

AOC 013352 



. . 

68. 

Count ill. 

69. 

allegation of sexual misconduct by a cleric against a child. 

COUNT ill 
(Declaratory Judgment) 

Plaintiffs repeat arid reallege every paragraph of this complaint as if set forth in 

Plaintiffs brilig Count ill on their own behalf and Qn behalf of the class of 

similarly situated persons described in paragraph 7 of this Complaint. 

70. There is an actual controversy between the plaintiffs and the members of the 

plaintiff class, on the one hand, and the Archdiocese, on the other hand, concerning whether the 

Archdiocese is adequately protecting children through its practices of not releasing the names of 

those clerics that have been accused of molesting children. 

71. There is also an actual controversy between the plaintiffs and the members of the 

plaintiff class, on the one hand, and the Archdiocese, on the other hand, concerning whether the 

Archdiocese is adequately protecting children through its practice of not removing a cleric that is 

accused of molesting a child from any position where the cleric has any contact with children 

72. Finally, there is an actual controversy between the plaintiffs and the members of 

the plaintiff class, on the one hand, and the Archdiocese, on the other hand, concerning whether 

the Archdiocese is adequately protecting children through its practices of destroying and/or 

concealing documents evidencing allegations of sexual misconduct by clerics. 

73. The plaintiffs and members of the plaintiff class are entitled to a declaration that 

the Archdiocesan practices of not releasing the names of clerics accused of sexual misconduct 

with minors, not removing clerics that are accused of sexual misconduct with children from 

positions where they have access to children, and by destroying and/or concealing documents, is 

{00030426.DOC} 15 

AOC 013352 



not adequate to protect children. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs respectfully request that this Court grant the relief requested 

within this co~plaint or any other relief the Court deems just in order to protect children. 

Dated: January 31, 2006 
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(* required field) 

We are requesting your infonnation below in order to provide a written response to your 
inquiry and so that we may contact you for additional infonnation if necessary to 
adequately address your request. 

First Name: 
Middle Initial: 
Last Name: 
Address: 
City: State ii Zip 60077 

We are requesting the information below to assist in identifying the priest about whom 
you are inquiring. Priests can have similar names. Whatever infonnation you can provide 
in identifying the priest would be helpful. 

First Name: Richard 
Middle Initial: w 
Last Name: Fassbinder 
Assignment: Priest (aJ Prince of Peace Church & School 
Date: I was there '83-88 
Reason for your request or other comment: 
I recently found out this man was accused. I was an alter boy for him for 4 years. NEVER 
once was this man anything, but sincere about his faith, and a complete gentleman. he 
also gave me advice, and disciplind me, on numerous occasions. And was, I can't believe 
this even has to be said ... A perfect Adult figure. Thank You 

I was there '83-88 
967 ~G~~ul~~!~ 

0 -~J FFICE OF Thi:: 
CHANC.ELLOR 

-~..:-. __ J 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

September 1, 2006 

Dear Mr.-

ARCIIDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILUNOIS 60611 

Thank you for your information concerning Father Richard Fassbinder. 

It is always nice to hear good things about priests and I am delighted that Father 
Fassbinder was such an influence in your life. We appreciate you communicating 
that to us. 

You may, or may not know that Father Fassbinder died in May of 2004. 

Sincerely, 

Sister Pat Cummings, SSND 
Associate Director 
Vicar for Priests 
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Dear Mr.-

ARCIIDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILUNOIS 60611 

Thank you for your information concerning Father Richard Fassbinder. 

It is always nice to hear good things about priests and I am delighted that Father 
Fassbinder was such an influence in your life. We appreciate you communicating 
that to us. 

You may, or may not know that Father Fassbinder died in May of 2004. 

Sincerely, 

Sister Pat Cummings, SSND 
Associate Director 
Vicar for Priests 

AOC 013355 
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