Entry for the Fe of _IKnighton, Mayv
By Barbara Reinke

September 2, 2003

I have had a couple of phone calls with_ in which I have assured him that the
matter with My Knighton will not e dropped at this point, However, it wil) be up to
Diocesan Review Board to defermine lhe next steps in the process. -hemd thal
another victim of Marv Knighton came forward to the Journal. Tt seems that [llllb1so
has yecently talked to | N I 26 |carned that not only was [lbuscd, but so
were his brothers and consing. [l ask I 1o wge those viclims w come
forward. Iplan to taitk with [l ag2in at the end of the week. Hopefully, I will have
more information from the Diocesan Review Board. [Jlls pbone number is

BR:saz
Typed 9/29/03
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September 8, 1997

Archbishop Rembert G. Weakland O.S.B.
Archbishop of Miiwaukee

Archbishop Cousins Center

3501 South Lake Drive

P.O. Box 07912

Milwaukee, W1 53207

Dear Archibishop Weakland:

Peacc 10 you in the compassionate Jesus! I wanted 1o inform you that 1 did not physically
move all my belongings to Phoenix as hoped. 1 did accept the position with the Scottsdale
Schoot District and worked at one of their high schools for a month. They were fully aware
that once again, 1 found myself having difficulties selling my home in Wauwatosa. The
problem is, there are a glut of homes for sale throughout the Milwaukee community,
in¢luding the suburbs, which makes for a slow market. In no way can I incur additional
housing cost without the sel} of my home; nor do J wish fo get into renting my home.

While serving briefly at Desert Mountain High Schoot, T felt a tfremendous sense of purpose
being in the ministry of education. 1 found that parents were glad to know there was a priest
on staff. T miss the opportunity to serve those students and their families and also the ability
to fuily serve as an ordained priest of God. 1t would have been advantageous to assist the
priest at (his newly fotmed parish in the area where [ was working.

[ also found out that in no way is Bishop O'Brien going (o grant ine faculties in his diocese.
[t is amazing how a slanted view of a person's priesily performance and service, can Jeave a
lasting character damage. I again find myself dealing with past pains and hurts regacding
this; when it wasn't necessary and agatn, most uncharitable. However, amid that, [ must
move on and continue to do what 1 was ordained to do in this priestly ministry, which is
serving others.

At this time then, | am requesting to rescind my letter of February 11, 1997 and the
permission to take a personal leave of absence with faculties and with the permission to
relocate 1o Phoenix under the provisions of Canon 270.

[ realize (hat presently there are not any opening in our Catholic schools I would however,
fike 10 accept a positson within the diocese as a temporary administrator or as an associate of
a parish, unfi} such time¢ there is a post that can be pursued in education. T miss that
minislry and know that T serve our people and the diocese best in that field.

The recent deaths of two great servants, Princess Diana's and Mother Teresa's compassion for
the less fortunate touched so many. May we al) reahize, that no matter what our status or
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position is in Jifs, we are call called to serve as Jesus served. This has been 2 remarkable
week, especially secing the numbers of people throughout the world, who openly long for
compassion and love, even from their leaders. There is much to be leamed by these recent
spiritual events of our time.

As [ write this, there is much sadness and frostration within, due (o the fact that the move to
Phoenix once again was foiled. However, in the midst of it all, as St. Paul says, "it is when 1
am weak, that I am strong.” My faith, hope and love sustains a broken heart!

_both at Pius X1 High School.-found it hard coming

back here, he is not a winter person. I s fine, he was resipned to leave, he was happy
to roturn; however, he is one who adapts quite easily to change. They continue to be a
blessing my life and in this ministry.

If you would like to meet with me regarding my {uture assignment, please know that 1 am
most open having a conference with you.

Thank you for your time and considerations.

Sincerely in the loving Jesus,

20 "_"H-_l_h\) ho /" ’/
/ ) 7/ //‘&xfﬂ/"
.
Rgv. Marv T. Knighton
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ARCHDIOCESE
OF MILWAUKEE

OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP

September 16, 19588

The Reverend Marvin Knighton
Vauwatosa, Wisconsin 53226

Dear Marv,

I received your letter of September 1llth and I must adrit,
Marv, that I was deeply irritated by it. You have a pattern of
doing what you please and then informing superiors. T simply
want to go on record as saying “hat T have not given you my
permission to adopt the two children that you speak of in your
letter.

You cannot centinue, Marv, to go on just doing what you
please and then informing the rest of us later and expect that
God's blessings will be abundant on your life and on your
ministry.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

Copy to: Co-Vicars

ADOM014274



ARCHDIOCESE
OF MILWAUKEE

3501 SOUTH LAKE ORIVE @ P.O.Box 07612 & MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN X32072-0012 @ PHONE 414/765-0300

OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP

July 13, 1589

The Reverend Marvin Knighton
Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 53228

Dear Marv,

Thanks for letting me know of the arrival of the boys. I do
hope it all turns out well for you and that the burden does not
become too much at times.

Will you have enough money to take care of all of this? Let
me know.

Thanks for the letter. Many blessings.

Sincerely yours in the Lorad,

ADOMO014279



REV. MARVIN KNISHTON

N FR

VX - Tl WAULATOSA, WISCONSIN $3226

July 10, 1969

Archbishop Rembert Weakland O.S.R.
Archbishop of Milwaukee

3501 South Lake Drive

P.O. Box 07912

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53207-0912

Dear Rembeirt:

Peace to you! 1 appreciated your response to the letter I sent re-
garding the Overnight. I am sure that the nuiber of men who don't

attend is a xeflection of something, maybe those who choose not to

come may do so in the future.

I am writing to inform you that the boys that I mentioned you 1 was
Ltaking in have arrived. They came in tired from their long trip to
the U.S.A. They are originally from Korea. I write this not to be
disrespectful to you or the other auxiliaries. I know you are against
this undertaking, but please understand it is something I was en-
couraged to do by my friend/brother, [ The boys are 6 /2

& 8 years of age. They are part African American with Korean ncthers.
They are not related, Lt now they are, They arrived July 3, 1989

I have received a phone call from Lhe Herald and vold them not to
write anything on this. 1 don't want any publicity regarding this
decision nor will I do anything to embarass you and your role as our
Ordinary. Please know Rembert, I do respect your position as Arch-
bishop. This choice I made was done with fourteen years of consider-
ation and prayer.

Ipoking at these children and the plight of Amerasian children in
Asian countries makes one wonder what are we doing to our children.
Thenh again, look at what is happening with our children in our U.S.A.
We have Lo alert adults to the possible damages we are doing to our
young.

Thank you for your time, and again, know I am not doing this out of
defiance. Oh! Don'lt worry about me, you won't have a George Stalling

here. Peace!
Fraternally,

s
A8

/’/,;';‘_&) .
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GCOPY! ARCHDIOCESE OF MILWAUKEE

3501 S. Lake Drive » PO. Box 0912 * Mdwaukee, W1 532070912 « (414) 769-3300

The Chancery
(414) 769-3340

August 26, 1991

Rev. Marvin T. Knighton
' U ARl 7 1|

Wauwatésa, ﬁI 53226

Dear Father Knighton,

Following the recommendation of the Priests' Personnel Board and in

accord with Cannons 539-540 of the 1983 Code, you have been appointed
Temporary Administrator of St. Frederick Parish in Cudahy until a new
pastor is appointed. This appointment is effective September 3, 1391.

As Temporary Administrator you come under the provisions of Canon 540
which is quoted here in full:

1. The parochial administrator is bound by the same obligations and
has the same rights of the pastoy, unless the diocesan Bishop
prescribes otherwise (cf. cc. 519; 528-530; 5135).

2. The parochial administrator may not do anything which could
prejudice the rights of the pastor or could do harm to parochial
property.

3. When he has discharged his office, the parochial administrator is

to give an account to thne pastor.

You have the responsibility for the Pro Populo Mass on Sundays and Holy
Days of Obligation {c. 534); you are authorized to sigh checks on all
parish accounts to cover ordinary expenditures and to meet payroll
obligations. Please note, in keeping with Canon 540, paragraph 2, no
extraordinary changes are to be made. Urgent matters should be
referrad to the Archbishop.

Thanks, for assuming this assignment. Your willingness to do this is
greatly appreciated.

FPraternally in Christ,
_(724,5/\
Rev. (Ralph C. Gross

Chancellor & Vicar General
By special delegation

cc: Mcest Rev. Leo J. Brust
Most Rev. Richard J. Sklba
‘Rev. Thomas A. Trepanier
/RQU, Ronald J. Gramza
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ARCHDIOCESE
OF MILWAUKEE

asat SOL.ITH LAKE DAIVE & P.O. Box 0?“12 L] MILWAUKEE WiSCONS!N 5320?{?912 & PHONE 414/768-3300

OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP

June 10, 1992

Rev. Marvin I'. Knighton
Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 53226
Dear Father Knighton,

It is with a sense of joy in our shared faith that I ask you to
become the Campus Minister to the students at Mt. Mary College in
Milwaulcee. Following the recommendation of the Personne! Board, 1 am
happy to entrust this office to your care beginning on July 1, 1992.
This appointment is being made for a period of up to oune year after
which time your term will be reviewed for possible extension.

As the Campus Minister at the college, you are called upon to
gerve the needs of God's people so that they can take their rightful
place as baptized Catholics in their own [aith-community and in
society. Your mission, like my awn, is one of teaching and
sanctifying. To accomplish this mission, I ask you to work closely and
in coliaboration with the administration of Mt. Mary College.

It is a privilege to share my ministry with you. May God's
blessings fill your life.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

Most Reverend Rembert G. Weakiand, O.S.B.
Archbishop of Milwaukee

ADOMO(14288



Wauwatosa, Wiscom.m 53226
March 23, 1994

Most Reverend Thomas J. O'Brien
Bishop of Phoenix

The Roman Catholic Church of Phoenjx
400 Easl Monroe

Phocnix, Arizona 85004-2376

Dear Bishop O'Brien:

Peace to youl 1 spoke with my Archbishop, Rembert Weakland today March 23, 1994,
seeking his permission to leave our Archdiocese and transfer to serve in your diocese as
priest. He is granting me that pecmission and will be contacting you in the near future.

This is my formal letter to you requesting to serve as a diocesan priest in the Diocese of
Phoenix. 1 recognize that in doing so, there is usually a three year period before actual
incardination can lake place. 1 request to serve as priest, and I recognize that T am called to
Obedience to you as Bishop and your Successor of Phoenix.

I look forward to serving in Phoenix at one of your Catholic High School as Campus Minister
and assigting in your parishes. I believe 1 have something to give and [ wall gain much from
the Iaithful of Phoenix. In the midst of my excitement, there is sadness about leaving
Milwaukee that has been home for twenty-five years. 1 leave a superb Archbishop, an
excellent presbyterate, as well as, numerous friends. However, I am ready and most willing
to serve in Phoenix, I look forward to the change.

T hope to hear from you soon regarding my assignment and when you would like me to report

to serve. I again thank you for our meeting March llth, 1 look forward to our serving
together, the people of Phoenix. Let us pray for one another.

Fratemally,
’zﬁ‘ 6#114) /%l%\
Rev. MarvT Knighton

cc.
Archbishop Rembert G. Weakland O.S.B.

ADOMO014302



THE ROMAN CATHOLIC

church of phoenix

400 EAST MONROE, PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85004-2376
TELEPHONE (602) 257-0030 s FAX (602) 258-3485

Office Of The Bishop
June 15, 1994

Most Rev. Rembert G. Weakland, 0.5.B.
Archbishop of Milwaukee

archdlocese of Milwaukee

P.0O. Box 07912

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53207-0912

Dear Archbishop Weakland,

I am writing in reference to Father Marv Knighton who as
you know has indicated an interest in coming to the Diocese
of Phoenix to serve here as a priest with the purpose of
seeking incardination.

As you know, I have spoken to you personally about him and
have reviewed his file that you provided.

After evaluating all of thils information and consldering
our clrcumstances and needs here, I have decided not to
pursue his request for incardination.

I have shared this information with Father Knighton who
understandably was guite disappointed. I have also spoken
to Father Thomas Venne about this matter.

I appreciate your assistance in this matter and I hope you
understang. I gave thils matter serious consideration and
prayer.

With all personal good wishes, I am,

Fijthfully yours in Christ,

v RN’ -
?!,.. /_’.L )__y__!_u_._n.'_“ul Fil CD%&,,LL [

Most Rev. Thods J. O’Brien
Bishop of Pho&nix

TJO/ep

- 25 YRARS -
Building, Blessing, Becoming The Body of Christ

ADOM(}14303



August 23, 1994

AB:

b —

Bishop C Brien phoned &,JQQJ_;;i;;-j He would like a letter from you
explaining Marxrv Knighton's status. He spoke with Len Barbian and Ten
explained to him that Marv is on a perscnal leave of absence. Apparencly
Marv is trying to helpout in the Diocese and the Bishop doesn’'t want

him to do so. Until you clarify how you want tc proceed, Barbara Anne
will not act on your reguest to draft a letter.

lvv

ADOMO014308



THE ROMAN CATH(

church of pl

Aw%ﬂMmmmrmeXAm
TELEPHONIE (602} 2570030 ¢ FAX (

Office Of The Bishop

August 24, 1994

Rev. Maxrv Knighton
c/o St Marla Goratti

Scottsdale, Ailzona 85250

Dear Father Knighton,

bee:

Archbishop
Weakiang

I was just recently surprised to learn that you have noved

here with your two adopted sons.

I contacted officials at the Milwaukee Archdiocese and was
informed you had taken a personal leave. A letter regarding

your status will be sent to me soon.

I really do not know what your intentions or plans are but
I wish to inform you that you do not have the faculties of
the Diocese of Phoenix and therefore may not perform any

public ministry.
I wish you well and ask God’s blessings upon you.
Faithfully yours in Christ,

[ e ud _"_@ )f(.&ﬁq_,\_,

Most Rev. ‘I‘hs J. O’Brien
Blshop of rhuenia

TJO/ep

cc: Rev. Jack Spaulding, Pastor
St. Maria Goretti

Rev. Michael Deptula, Assoc. Pastor
St. Maria Goretti

- 25 YEARS -

Building, Blessing, Becoming The Body of Christ
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Archbishop Rembert G. Weakland O.S.B.
Archibishop of Milwaukee

Archdiocese of Milwaukee

3501 Sounth Lake Drive

P.0O. Box 07912

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 33207-0912

Dear Archbishop Weakland:

RS |
SCOIESda]f_:] Az. 85252-2125
e SOy

Decclbcr 23, 1994

Peace to you! 1 hope this Christmas find you rested and af peace. I am writing to request
another five month extension of my "personal leave” in good standing with faculties, though
that doesn't mean much in Phoenix. I am under contract with the Scottsdale Public Schools
and will complete my work at the end of May. It also will be good for Peter and Dansel to
complete a full year at Our Lady of Perpetnal 1lelp grade school here in Scottsdale, I will
be taking sonic courses too at Arizona State University.

1 understand fully that T will be unable to funclion totally as a priest bere in Phoenix, The

damage that has been done to my name is irreversible. | at limes remain hurt, not
discouraged, by what has been done. [ kaow in my heart, that there are numerous

individuals and families who see me differently than what was portrayed to Bishop O'Brien,

the Bishop of the Diocese of Phoenix. Tt is the mutual love and respect that others hold for
me in Milwaukee and here in Phoenix, that heals, strengthens and encourages me to continue
m the priesthood. My faith in God is "the" source of my strength.

It )s with that recognition T will return to the Archdiocese of Milwaukee to continue as a
minister in the pricsthood. I believe you know that I treasurc the gift of priesthood. T desire
to continue i this ministry that our God has granted to me share with others. In no way will
[ allow that gift nor the blessings of fatherhood (with [ to be ruined due to this
recent experience. There have been too many huning events of iy past, initially from rthe
time 1 was in high school, where [ was (old by a nun that, “ | would never become a priest

becanse 1 was black”. That statement and other experiences (not all racially) has not

prevented me to do what [ was called to do. T share this with you not oul of spite, but to Jet
you realize the soad 10 priesthood wasn't always easy.

I am aware that the changes in the Central City Parishes continue to progress with Joc Perry
becoming one of the pastors T am willing Lo fake an assignment in the Central City in any

way you would like me to serve. | am not certain what will the needs be ai the St John de
Nepomuc site with the consolidation, however, [ am open 10 serving there if you like or with
the Ceniral City schools, or any of our schools 11 Milwaukee in some capacity. 1 do hold 2
cectificd M.Yd. degree from Marquetie Unjversity in counselimg. You know my first love is

in the mimistry of education,

ADOMO14317



Page two

T am also open to these associate positions that are available according to the mailings I have
yeceived:

St. John Vianney- Brookfield
St. Dominic-Brookfield
Holy Apostles-New Berlin

In the midst of all that has happened, I look forward to returning, I prefer to remain here, but

will not. I also believe that you and I need to be reconciled in some way, probably over a

good meal, and some good wine together, your traat, (smile). I suggest this, not because I

hold anything against you or Bishop O'Brien, but truly feel something 15 amiss here, and st .
needs to be bealed. 5

I am sending a copy of this letter to Bishop O'Brien mainly out of respect for hum and his
position as the Shepherd of Phoenix. [ realize for him too, that this whole circumstance has
been difficult. I feel bad for him , [ behieve he has been caught in the middle of it all.
I hope to return possibly in February to look for a house to purchase and definitely in March.
We will head back to Milwaukee at the end of May or the first part of June. Please know in
{he midst of all this, T continue to respect and love you as I have in the past. T believe we all
are simply trying to do our best in a sometimes a hectic world.
The time here has been good, amid all that has happened.

Fraternally,

/’%Wﬁ[ ///\ /Z;'//'/r—)

Rev. Marv T. Knighion

cc.
Bishop Thomas O'Brien

ADOM(014318



ARCHDIOCESE o
OF MILWAUKEE FORWARD

3801 SOUTH LAKE ORIVE ® P.O. Box 07812 ® MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 53207-0912 ¢ PHONE 41417683300 e

et Vit s P n

OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP
150 YEARS

LemvamiLie

Maxrch 6, 1995

Rev, Marvin T. Knighton
Scottsdale, AZ 85258
Dear Father Knighton,

It is with a sense of joy in our shared faith that I ask you to become
the Pastor of a Central City Catholic parish, temporarily named Parish
East, Milwaukee. Following the recommendation of the Priests' Personnet
Board, I am happy to entrust the faithful of this parish to your pastoral
care beginning on June 20, 1995. This appointment is being made for a
period of up to six years after which time it will be reviewed for possible
axtension.

As the Pastor of this parigsh you are called upon to serve the needs
of God's people so that they can take their rightful place as baptized
Catholics in their own Falth-community and in society. Your mission, like
my own, is one of teaching and sanctifying, and also of administrating at
the parish, together with the Parish Council and those organizations
designated to work with you. Also, I trust that you will work diligently
with the priests in tbe district and enter fully into the current
Archdiocesan Parish Planning, "Walking Together: Collaborating for the
Future'.

It is a privilege to share my ministry with you. May God's blessings
fill your lifa.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

Most Reverend Rembert G. Weakland, O0.S.B.
Archbishop of Milwvaukee

ADOMOG14319
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ARCHDIOCESE ] OF MIWAUKEE

OFFICEOQF AUKILIARY BisKoP

June 28, 1996

53226

Dear Marv:

In the absence of Archbishop Weakland I write to acknowledge
your request of June 5, 1996 for a personal leave of absence with
faculties for priestly ministry, together with permission to move back
to Phoenix, Arizona in vocation of Canon 271 highlights the deep
personal feelings and conviclions which permeate your request.
Therefore, after conversation with Archbishop Weakland and the
Personnel Board, [ write to grant your request as stipulated.

I know that these years have not always been easy. We
certainly are grateful for your contribution to healing the historical
hurts associated with so many pastoral concerns associated with the
life and work of ihe Church in Central Cily Milwaukee over Lhe
years. The energy which you tried to bring to establishing the
foundations for a new Catholic community at St. Marin dePorres
parish now remain a valuable part of the Church's history. We are
grateful for your efforts and trust that God will bring them to his
own fruition in future years.

I do not kncw whether your requested return to Phoenix will
find any opportunitics for stable priestly ministry in that region.
For that reason ! wish to somehow establish a formal structure of
contact and support. Permission is hereby granted for one year,
renewable upon review in Spring of 1997 in order to be assured that
you are rcceiving the network of human and priestly support needed
for long term happiness and spiritnal growth. May God bless you
abundantly in this decision.

Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Richard J. Sklba
Auxiliary Bishop of Milwaukee

RIS/t
Copy to:

Archbishop Weakland
Bishop Thomas O'Brien

Fr. Leonard Barbian 3 r %’ai&?\ﬂg
?gLE’- J

3501 Sourh Lake Drive, PO Hox 076712
Milwiandiee, W153207-0012-(41)709-344H6
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ARCHDIOCESE “’IEH;EU} MILWAUKEE

UFFICEQF THE ARCHBISHOP

March 6, 1997

Reverend Marvin Knighton
Wauwatosa WI 53226
Dear Marv,

I am [inally getting back to your letter of February 11th. 1 took a
little extra time because I wented to talk it over with Bishop Sklba.

With this letter ! give you permigssion to take a personal leave of
absence with faculties and with permission to relocate to Phoenix. There
is no doubt, Marv, that you have done your best work in schocl ministry
and I can see why you want to return to that profession. Blessings on
you.

You know as well as ] that it would be very difficult to alter the
mind of Bishop O'Brien. I am afraid that there is not toco much that I
can do in that regard. I certeinly will be seelng him in June and will
bring up the issue again. My own assessment is that you somehow would
have to gain his goodwill and confidence in you. I am hoping that that
will work out for you.

Thenks for the good work that you have been doing here among us.
I read your colemn regularly and find that f always get a good new
Insight.

Many blessings on you, Marv. Peace.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

BIP SN R OO IS S S 1

Most Reverend Rembert G. Weakland, O.S.B.
Archbishop of Milwaukee

3501 South Lake Drive. PO Box 07912
Milwaukee, WE53207-0912 - (-1 4)769-3407

ADOMO( 14354
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Revw. Marvin'l' Knighton

A ,-‘vi'g“- | i 3 1

I'IJLIII. f‘\ {]

August 23,2003

Archbishop iimothy M. Dolze
Archbishop of Milwaukee
Archhishop Cousins Center
350! S Lake Drive

PO Bux 07912

Milwatkee, W1 53207 0912

Deur Archbishop Dolan:

Peace to you! | hope that you have had a peacefunl and relaxing vacation. ¥ am glad thal you are receiving positive
responses from so many in Milwavkee, The people of this archdiacese are gond people and desine 10 serve and build
the Kingdom uf God. In my wenty-cight years serving as a minsster in the priesthood, § am profoundly impressed by
thew compassion, love and concern in making our church comnnniily mosi productive, 1 living out the Gospel and
our Sacvamenial Jives as Catholic Clusstians.

My thoughts and prayeis are also with you as our Shepherd, where you have to t-nd 10 perioent issues that we ail
fice n regard 10 sexual abuse i our Catholic Faith. It 15 oar faith that calls us o be people of hope and we will yise
10 a new sense of being Chureh amid the present pains we face.

L ar pleased 10 {61 you know that on August 22, 2003, (he feast of the Queenship of Macy: | was acquitted of the
false atlegalion 1hat has plagoed my (ife this past yearand a hatf. [Ctmly has been an 2agonizing lime immy life, The
support of sy (amily, friends, former students, their parents and so many has been 4 blessing.

1 am an African American priest, ordained May 24, 1975 by Ihe Jate Archbishop Wilfiam £. Cousins, Lam a
clagsmale with Bishiop James Harvey and Bishop Joseph N. Perry and others from the class of 1975, who arc
outstanding mea in the pncsihood. | am Hifty-three and ha'ding! The majonty of my ministry has been in secondary
edur ation where J have had the opportunily of serving at Messmer, Pius X1, and Dominican Bigh Schools. 1also
have served in Pubhe educunion here in the Milwaukeu area and also in Phoenix, Arizona. [ recently served for one
yeiwr a8 Campus Mimster at St. Mary™s High School in Phoenix Arizona. 1 was privilegzd 1o serve as well, at Mount
Mary College 3s Campus Minisler and [ also caught a sumuner course in education for {wo suromess,

Due W0 my years serving mn education, ] hold two Master Degrecs. T oblained a Masster Degree in edocation from
Marquetic University i May 1986, That degree is in counseling and persoanel work with a certification in middle 1o
sceondary cducanon in counseling. 1 went bock Lo school (o obtain snother Mastes Degree in administration, K-12
tiat I oblamed from Cardinal Striteh Universsity in May 2000. 1 hope (o continue to serve in thal capacity for 1
believe that is how | hest serve our people, the Church.

I have hree adopted soas, [N O who arc not biologically related
were born in South Korea. They are of African American/Korean descent. Children wha arc nat ful} Xoreans,
especially Black children, have a temble vnge being accepied and never are able (o obtain citizenship as Koreans.
‘The tragedy of such children is, in Korea they are considered a non-cnsity and therefore, they hold no rights and
privileges if they remain in Korea  The other deplorable reality about ieir background is, thit 2s Americans, we <o
not offer such children or adulls ¢itizenship, unless they wre adopted or sponsdred. A elacinale, I'r. Hilarion
Mikalofsky who serves in the Air Force encouraged me 10 adopt and 1 did. Our former Archbishop did not sanction
these adoptions, however, it was an issue 1 felt imorally ) had o do and therefore did it ant of personal convichons of
the Gospel. T mighi add, be did come o our hope for Junch with [ nd me when they were six and ninc.
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My youngest son - is from here. [)is backgeouml js. that he is part Japanese, Cautaston wnd Alfican Amercan.
| tay 1y 1o eet him into golf! A pang in Milwankee muidered lus moiher in front of iny. She was sl 10 the head
from i sawed off shorgon. [N who was tiee al 1he time, was found on lop uf her ina pool of blood, us she lay
deadin an alley 1t was on the From page of he paper and 1 read the arficle and prayed fon o for two weeks, 1 lates
mel him on Chrisimas day anit from there he has come into our lives. 1 did not want 1o adopt kit due to me being
{orty-seven at the 1ime. | afso knew my parenting would soon end and was looking forward 1o dvar change. My two
sons msssted tha we vake the steps beeause he needed a hone and fedt we all waould ¢ well watlvand fos him,
Archbishop Weakland did not sanction this adoption. He did however said he understood why because as he stated,
“Marv, you have a tup hcart ™

I - 2 10 0wy home as a foster child and 1 encouraged (hat steps be taken 1o seek a two-parent home for
Milwaukee County Social Services really wanted me 1o adopt him becanse they Telt gnder my guidance that he had
iruly prospered and had come alive, which hic did. He stayed with us for four months and 1 8ele bad by iy decision
nal 1o adapt, but el it was in the best intesest for his futare. The (amuly he went (0 only kept him for six monihs
was sid and tragic to see how emotionally he had deteriorated and 1his truly occurred aficr being with this famsly for
hrec weeks. The Milwaukee County Social Services at tie ime then pleaded with me 10 consider adoption and |
did. 1 migln add Mat he valy is doing well and continues 1o blossom in being a Nine youny Jao. Lle is i Ath grade ag
S1 Thomas the Aposue here in Phocmx. He, as well as [N are » blessing ia my Jife, as wel) as my dear
wather and family in Detroil and so many (rieads during this difficult time inmy minisuy My father passcd away
July 24, 1095,

As you are aware, was by the midst of a false allegation that 4 young mun,-md alleged 10 Projecr
Benjarnin back in February 2002, | mizntionny accuser’s nanie because he had gone to the secula press siating who
e was, and openly has shared hese: lalse allegalions,

}am not angry witli iny accuser, 1 have known him since he was 1n 8" grade and know he has siruggled
emotionally even before 1 met him. T have crelosed a timetable of my contact with him and his Family for yous
infounalion.

There is however a lremendous sensc of hurt and anger in mc 10 tegard 10 how this matter has been handied, not only
recently bun alse inthe past. 1In 1993 | had found out that my accuser had usscried to his then therapist and his {ather
ihar ) suppasedly had an “inappropriate” relanonship with am. 1 found oul through the father wheo | met him in
Kobl's snpermarkel in Wauwatosa. He wovldn't speak to me and 1 wasn'l sure if be was in one of his moods where
he would not speak. T later found out from him after visiting their home that his son had reade allegations againsi
me. Again, | have enclosed o chronological timetable with this lelter.

The young man in 1993 never went to the Archdiocese or Projcct Benjamin (o voice this false allegation. | knew
about it and knew whatever he was saying was false and therefore; 1 went 1o report this information 16 our Viear al
the vine, Fr Thomas Vennc. -wns quite pasioral, forthright in asking the needed pertinent questions he had
w0 do. He sugpested that ) make an appointment to meet with Matthew Fiynn, I <o (ha( e

was awnre of the situalion, smee he legally represented the Archdiocese.

T went to see Mr. Matthew lynn and shared with lum my contact with the family and my accuser. 1l (no asked the
needed questans and | felt comfonable with such questioning beeanse | knew ihern 23 1 do now, nothing
mappropriate ever happened with this yonng man Mr Flynn then suggested thar we simpily wait 1o see il he wonld
file a report with Project Benjamua. | wanicd the Archdiocese 1o call the young man, his Tather in and dea) with the
issuc, but Me Flynn preferred that we wai,

Fwa or ore weeks had passed and my accuser never filed a complaint with Uie Archdiocese via Project Bemyamin.
I then met wilh Mr. Matthew Flyan for 2 secend ume anc he 0ld e not (o wonry about il, He felt ihat the young
man wasn't going 1o do anything. [ did not feel comfonable with that decision and again requested that as “leeal
counsed” for the Artchdiocese, thal we be proactive in such a delicate matter and meet with my accuscr. Mr Flynn
old e that it woulid be 100 much of a hassle 1o do anything legalty and most likely nothing woukd happen. 1low
wrong was thal?
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The week of February 18, 2002 ) received a phone call from our present Vicar for pnests, 1. Josepl 1 Hornacek
le siated that he peeded 10 meet with me but never gave me any clue why and what we were meeting about, |
assrned that since J would be up for an assigninent and 1 was seeking in adininisyative position i one of our
Catheiic Schools, i was going to be about thal. This siil) bothers me thal Fr. Hesnacek chose 10 not abide Ly o
diocesan policy in dealing with this delicate issuc. [ might odd, thut the Archdiocesan policy was ivlally
diceognrded thronghout iy whole ordeal, as well as my Canonicaf Rights and iy Civit Rights and Liby: tics.

February 28, 2002 at 9:45 AM. el with Fr. Joseph Hornacek and the Director of Project Benjamin, Dr. Basbara
Reinke. We niet in Joseph's office. ) went inta Juseph's office und larer Dr. Reinke came i3 from S, Kathleen's
office. We sal theee and they both siared al me, not saying a word. 1 finally looked at Joscph and asked hism what
was the meeing aboul. e then 10)d me \hat there was an allcganos thal came in (o Dr. Reinke's office and they
wanted 10 know what was this 2)) about. 1 might add, they had nn papers of e wiitten allegalion for ine to 1ead, nor
did Fr. Jormacek suggest before the meeting that L might have my altgroey picseat 03 soineone with me as a wilness
W this meeling. Again, ihis wos in tow! violation of my rights and archidiocesin procedures.

‘T'hey both began 10 ask numerous guesiions, never stating whom my accuser was. | finally (wld themn; 1 know who
you are lalking aboul\i They botl were surprised and 1 (hen shaved with dhem how | had known back in

1993 he and his father were spreading around 1 others this false dllegation of me having an wappropriaie
reiatonship with . 1 also shzred with them that T had met with our then Vieac aud met with Me. Matthew
Flynn. attorney for the Archdiocese.

‘The questions again kept coming from Fr. Hornacek and Dr. Reuke and aypain, they never would showed me any
documentation thay Dr. Reinke may have taken doring hier imerview with iy accuser - Their whole approach (o oy
inerview with theia was a source of “emtrapment.” During the intervicw bow Fr. Mornacek and Dr. Renke put
woris o my mouth 1 had never said. They fed back (o me false information il supposedly | had confessed to and
never did. Dr. Resnke neither had conect information regarding this young man's psychological history, his
schoaling and other pertinent concerns as well. Neither of them could keep information comect, and basically what
they were doing was sccing me as guilty  Throughow! this process, Fr. Joseply Horpacek and Dr. Barbasa Reinke
abused their specific roles and responsidbility as Vicar and Dircetor. Fr. Hornncek was neither “diplomatic” nor
“nbjective” as 31 is writlen in the job description for Viear for Clergy. 1 was the most disgusting and unfaiv mechng
with Fr. Horpacek snd Dr. Reiike. It was obvious to me that they both had laken on a prosecutor's role against me.
Again, it was Fr. Joscph’s responsibility 10 initially tell me and encourage me 10 bring someone with me, as a support
and as a wilness for me. He ncver made any such suggestions. Fr. Joseph afso never spoke with me about my
Canoniea) righus, nor did he supgest any nzntes for me (o seck out Canonical advise.

In ow first inceting | told thesn both tha 1 did not tust them, and 1 sttl don’t! Jewas in that meeting (hat we agreed
thot ) should meet with miy accuser and they would se( the meeting me. | 1ater questioncd such 2 meeting, after
speaking with Atlorney Matthew Flynn; he didn't sec any value in il. I spoke with my atiotney at the lime and he 0o
didn't think that it was advisable. ] shared my concern with Fr. Harnacek and Dr Reinke and they both felt tiat
was Irying to “hide” something. 11therefore agreed 1o meel and we did, March &, 2002.

1 teft the meeling with the 1wo of ther and was really saddeancd and disheariencd by (he process. 1later went to mzet
with my supecvisor, Muuiezn Gallagher 1o share what bappened. Dr. Gallagher was most supportive and encouraged

me 10 write a chronologienl tme line, that wonld explain my coatact with this family :ind I did.

Friday. March 8, 2002 was the day that | met with my accuser and those present were as foljows:

Fr. Joseph Flomacek Vicar for Clergy Nrsa
Dy Harbara Reinke Director of Proyect Renjamin Mrs. Vicki Boneshoe/ My fricnd/unarce
M My accuser

Mr. Lee Anpent s Therapist
Mz.- » stepmother
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Therebs an enclused copy vl than meenng with tis letter. A e co) of hat meciing Dr. Barbaa Reiske asked my
accuser i1 1 had ever touched i or him me inappropriately. 138 response fo that question was, “ No. in no way
did Fr. Moy ever do anything like that.,” The magedy followmyp that meeting was, that my accuser niust have
spoken with someone following that meeting, tor when he later mer with vur Disnict Artorney, the nformation he
gave 1 him o her is quite different. Dere is a yonng man, along with las faindy and possaibly others, whe re
posturing i a crimmal act by giving [alse testunony 1o the District Atoiney. Ty of course has been deaded
through owr legal system with my acquital,

Following that imecting | was instructed by Yr, Soseph Hontacek (hal my work as a consultant was liined. [ was vot
10 meer with students alone, nor was 1o have suy contact with young people. | understood somewhat bis concern,
yet I fownd myself being treated as “guitty.” 1 suggested 1o bin and Dr Reinke that [ eoold give them lists of
furmier students who in the past ) had takea on inps, 1aken on setreats who are now adulis who have the npghest
respect, admiranon and love for me and | theow 1 even suggested that they meet with my two older adopied sons
who ore now adults, and they both Inoked a1 me and sad, “no, Ihey wese: no1 interested in meeting wath any of these
people.”™ 1 found their stance on this issue 1o be again undair, and they being unwilling o leok at the whole piciure.,

April 10, 2002 1 mer with Fr. foseph Hornacek and Dr. Marbara Reinke agan and in ithat mecting [ again found them
both evasive and sharing false information. Fr. Hornacek was guite eriveui of the v hroaological report ) had written
in tegard to my comact with lhc-f:nnily. Fr. Homucek accused ne of saying that 1 had abuscd | NN ~J
1 ld him thar 1 never had sad that. He argoed with me and finally, Dr. Reinke conuncated that [ had never had said
that 1 .|bux|:<l_ She said, “Joe, he never sadd that he climbed in bed wnd kissed him in the mouth ¥ Joe,
then remarked, * Fhave it my ootes ™ T responded, “Joc, just becayse you wrote it in your notes doesn’t mean |
sarcd ik 1 never saud that 1 elimbed an bed and Yassed hun i the monh.™ Fr Josepsh then apa-logized. Followinyg thart
meeting, | received a Jenter stating that they had notificd The Depurtment of Public lnsiruenon thar my
licenses/ceruboations should be put on hald, even without any convaclions.

In hat meeting they then brought up a camplaint froen o T | kocw (rom my past experience dealing
with 171, Joseph Hornacek and Dr. Barbara Reinke, it would be bener not even o comment on this complaint, |
looked al the both of then and simply said, “{ have nothing to say ubom_" I later shared with them
tho 1 knew Me. I before | was ordained, i 1972 or 1973, Fr. Joseph responded, “so, this abuse it happened in
1974 and 1975." 1 leoked at bim and again said; ™ 1 knew the young mian baek in 1972 and 1973, Fr. Horpacek
agan said, "Oh! 1owas in 1974 and 1975.7 T again told him that | knew the young man back in 1972 and 1973, Now,
I am not sure 1l he has o hearing problem or nol bot e sure wasn't lisieninp, Il was nfler those comments: | refused
1o answer any queshons on this complisnt. He then made a sneering remark to me. “How many more of these
complaints are we going 1o get about you?" 1 felt his comment was highly rude and ot of place!

I again found the both of them nat giving me the information on writien paper. In no way was ) going 10 share with
them anything. whether somcthing did or didn’t hiappen. They both simply didn't (1l the teuth and falsihied
information. In that meeting Dr. Retnke then said 1hat she had spoken with Barbara Cusuck, the Chancellor for the
Archdiocese. She mentioned we know you have an adopted chjd who is a minor and [ am (elling you have (o ke
him 1o be intervicwed by “Protective Services ™ 1 looked at her and 1okl her that | needed 10 check with my
attarney's first. Ab that point, Dr. Reinke began w point her hnger i my face saying, © Don'l you dare contact
your allorney. Don'l yow mess vp our process.” | was 1aken back by her response and then shared with her ond
Fr. Joseph that 1 had rights and thint they both had vialmed both my Canonicat and Civil Libenties. This incaving was
nol productive atadlt i, Reinke then began 1o call me a “child nbuser * | was then wold thar my Facolties were
disimissed, however, | was able w celebrate Encharist nlone or with another priest. Fr. Joseph slso 1old me that my
salary was cut m ball and }arpued that wasis™t Tair simply sad, "1'm sorey.” This was later changed afer 1 spoke with
Dr Maurees Gallagher and she was able to mamtain my “Full salary™ ontil June 20020 In July 2002 my salary was
cotin half nod (o this day, 1 never received o Jetter staling why (hat had been done. Since then, Thave had 1o
sefl my home and eve mowith a friend who was est willing s <o many others, 1o take iny son snd me an.

Duning this process | had sequested Trom Fro Horpacek and Dr. Reinke wiitlen iformation they had recerved snd 1
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no avin), T eouldn’t receive it T thon wiote Archbishey Rembert Weakland asd asked hig 1o miervene wnd fic did. |
e received the peeded inforination 10 give (o my attorey at the time that was located in Madison, Wisconsin,
called Dr. Reinke on the cecasion of seceiving the information and told her thut dales und tmes were maccurate. Her
response 10 me way, “Look Mary, I aw not going to quibble with you ever same miviar detiils™ Agann, 1 looml

hier response and atitude proscutatory and most unfaie,

Tae vagedy of aly this ts, Llisven't sieard fram anyone, except « ketter from Archibishop Weakland (afier 1 wrote him
afiy his struggles). Bishop SKika lnally wiole e Avgustand Dr. Homacek. after 1 had written b hoping he was
{inc following lis surgeries. ) have nutreccived a phone call fion anyone in the Vicar's Olice, to see if [ was hine,
Those persons who have been compassionate cnongh Lo call from our Archdiocesan Offices bas been D, Manieen
Gahtaghes, David Prothero and others hiom the school office. She has heen most suppostive, compassionate and
understimding. There have been pricsts who have been most supportive, calling me, gening together with me for
fonch, which | hiave found most supportive, and a source of healing. The support atso comes from nuinerovs former
stodemis and they) parcits, people from parishes 1 have served.

Y am deeply saddened by the nn of events that have uanspired since February 2002, Ttis a ravesty that those in
ositions of authodity have neated me in such an unchanitable manner. T is ragic hat this whole matter with I
could have boen avested back in 1993, Now, the Arclitiveese hes irned thesr buck on me and so many other

prests,

My first atiorpey who was from Madison, Wisconsin was quite concernsd about the Archdioeese’s handling of my
swuation. There are a number of conceens that my attorncy then and my attorney 1 have now feel the actions by the
Avchdiocese border on the line of being “criminal™ in nature, The Chancellor of our Archdiocese, Barbara Ann
Cusack violated Canonieal Law, as well as the Privacy Act 1974, when she gave out information from my personned
fles and then that information was falsified, which was then given 10 the District Atloricy. Some of the false
mformation that was piven (o 1the District Allorney was done speeifically to discredit ine ss a priest. The
commentarics that Dr. Reinke writes in the DA report s appalling. During my rial proceeding, some of 1hat
informaton was brought forward even though 1t wasn’t damaging infocmation.

1 uly believe Dr. Rejnke should resipn from hee position as Dircetos of Project Benjasmin, along with her teaching
position at St. Francis Seminary. 1 also hold that Fr. Joseph Hornacek should resign from his position as Vicar due
16 his sole in not being forthright with me on o number of sssues and hum too, falsifying infarmation 10 onr former
Asehbishop and to the Distriet Auosney as well He also uaprofessionaily shared with a priest ol the archiocese thal
I would never funciion as a priest in hus archdiocese He never had ihe courtesy to share thatinformation with me. [
also Lelieve our Chancellor, Barbara Ann Cusack should resign, tue o her violating my Canonical and Civit
Lileraies in mssusing my personnel biles | again wish to empbasize the erimpuality of what has been done to me bas
heen most disturbing and upsetiing.

T am fidly aware that Fr. Jaseph Horncek holds a bias 1owasds me and has since 1 was ordained back in 1975, #le
along with others who were on the faculty back then in na way wanted me o be ordaiped  Thanks to me taking the
initiative and meeting with our then our Archbishop, William L. Cousiny, | was ordained. Joseph 1o this day holds a
bias towards me, Professionally, Fr, Hamacek should have removed himsell from my situation since he lias and is
unable to make decisions based on fairness, diplomacy, and objectiviy imd ppholding Cheistisn Values.

1 have spoken with two diffecent Canonists and will miost ikely will be working with one in particular in yegard to
my Canonjcal Rights that have been violaied. Some of the issnes in repasd to Canon Law that dritw o concern arc as
follows:

Connon 220 No one IS peimitied to dampage unlawlolly the good repatation which

another person eijoys not o viclate te apht of another person 10 pro-
1eet s or her own privacy.
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Cannon 227 (1) The Christian faithful can legiimaely vindicaie and defend the rights which

they enjoy in the Church before a competent ecclesiastical court in accord
with the norm of Jaw.

(2) The Chrisiian “mthful aiso have sthe fighy, if (hey are summoned io judgement
by competent autharity. that they be ypudge in accord witl: the prescription of
of the law 10 be ap piied witi eymy.

(3) The Christian faithful have the nghl noi (o be punished with canonical penalties
Except in accord with the norm of law.

Cannon 281 (1) Wien clencs dedicale themselves 1o the ecclesiasiicat ministry Uicy deserve
a remuneration which is consistem with their condition in accord with the
natuie of their responsibilities and with thi: condition of Wme and place: this
remunciation should enable them (o proved far the nced of dheir own life and
for Ihe equitable payment of hose whose services they need.

Capnon 384 The diocesan bizhop iz o altend to pisshyters with special concern and listen
to them as his assistants and advicers: he 18 10 protect their nghts and see 101
that hey correctty fulfill the obligations proper 1o their state and that means
institutions which they need are available 10 thum Lo foster heir spiritval and
intellectual Jife; he s also 1o make provision for their decent support and
soca) assistance, in accord with the norm of law.

Cannon 1390 (1)  One who Jalsely accuscs a confessor before an ecclesiasiical supenor of the
offense mentioned in can. 1387 incurs an avtomatic (latae sententiag) interdict;
and if a cleric, 2380 4 suspension.

(2) Oue who furnishes an ecclesiasiical superior wilh any other calumnious de-
nunciation of an offensc or who otherwise injures he good reputation of
oty person can be punished wilh a just penally, even including a censure.

(3) A calumniaior can be coereed also 10 make a sunable reparation.

Cannon 1391 The following can be punished with a just penzliy in accord with the seriousncss
of the offense:

J. one who fabricales a falsc public ecclesiastical documeni, or changes,
destroys or conceals an authealic documeni. or vses a false or changed
document;

2. one who vses anotfser false or changed document in an ecclesiastical matter;
3. One who states a falschood in a public ecclesiasdcal docoment.
1 recognize that Tam not a Canonist, however, | have spoken with Canonists and it is most sbvious not only to me,
but others, that my rAighis as a Cleric have becn violated. The abusive issueg in regard (o wmy cangnical righis are

again only one segment of concern The other issues at hand are how my civil righss and liberties have 2150 been
violalcd as well.
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Dr. Barbora Reinke is a professional psychologist. Dr. Reinke as a psychologist is fully aware of the cthical codes
that counselors and psychuologists are called to adhere 10 1n the State of Wisconsin, Dr. Reinke has viofated a
number of those ethical codes some of those violalions are as follows:

Psy 3.01  (2) Gross negligence in the praclice of psychology.

{4) Performance of professional services inconsistent with
training, cducation, or experience.

(7) Reporting distorted, erroneous, or misleading
psychological information.

{9) Allowing professional judgment (o be controlled by
another.

(17) Failure 10 avoid dual relationships or yelationships that
iy ioipair one's objectivity or create a conflict of
interes), Dual relationships include trealing employcees, supervisees,
lose friends or retatives.

Archbishop Dotan, 1 realize this Jetter has become quite lengthy, however, the Jangevity of this written ¢oncem only
slightly touches the pain I have endured this past year and a half. This Jias truly been a test of my foith, not so much
in God, bul in a Church thot I have believed und served in for numerous years. 1 hope that al some point we will

have Lhe opportunity 16 meet in regard 16 (he issues | have shared. My anarney is quite concerned sbout this mader.

I hope that due ta my acquittal, my past income from July 2002 (o the present, including ray reimbursements for
relirement snvesiments are returned 1o me. 1 also believe w fairness, I should be pul on full salary for the fiscal yeas
of 2003-2004 in 10 compensale for the damage thal has been done. | also believe that according 1o the Archdiocesun
policy, the diocese is Lo assist in ful) or panis! Legal assistance due 1o rny acquittal. [ am hoping that Fairness will
finally come in all malters, including my reinststement wilh full faculities. 3 am not at this point ready to actively
serve in the ministry at this tme for 1 do know I nced 10 e healed. However, in the fulure, | hope (0 serve as 1 have
been axlled.

Due 10 the circumstance that has occurred T am requesting 1o (hat | semain in Phoenix with the idea and appreciation
of Canon.271. I do wish 1o incardinale in with the Diocesc of Phnenix bui wish o reside umtit ime has past from this
ragedy. 1 believe for personal wellness and for my adopied son Marcus as well, 1he distance from 1he Milwaukee
community is needed. Let us pray for healing for all who have been involved,

Traternglly yours in Christ,

Rev. Marv T. Knighton *75

Enclosures
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August 13, 2007

Marvin T. Knighton

hoenix, AZ 85028
Dear Marv,

I am sorry to be the one that needs to affirm the fact that the penal tria} called for by the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith has been completed. The decision of the
Tribunal found thai cnme was committed in two of the three counts presented. The
judges have imposed the penalty of permanent restriction frorm ministry. I presums that
you received this information and have discussed it with your canonical advocate.

Given this situation, 1 am writing to ask you if you would prefer to seek a voluntary
Jaicization from the clerical state. Such a decision on your part may help to bring closure
to this experience and help you to move on (o a new leg in your life’s journey.

Would you kindly respond o this Jetter in writing by the end of August, 20077 If you
should decide to seek voluntary laicization, someone at the archdiocese would be happy
to lrelp you with the process.

Thank you for the consideration, Marv. Please know that you are in my prayers daly.

In the Lord Jesus,
Oeent

Very Reverend Cunt J. Firederick
Vicar for Clergy

C: Dr. J. Michael Ritty, advocate

3501 Sauth Lake Drive, BO, Box 070912, Milwaukee, W1 53207-0912
PHONE: (4141769-3484 « E-Maw: clergy@archmil org » WEB SiTE: wanwvarchunil.org
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CON GRLEGATIO 0120 Caré del Vaneana,
PRO DOCTRlNA FIDE] Palazro del 5. Ulfizio

31 Janvary 2009

325/2003-287564

Pror, N

Clor respmesione flat sreniie b pnoasri)

CONTFIDENTIAL
Your Excellency,

I am writing to you regarding the case of Rev, Marvin KNIGHTON, a priest of
your Archdiocese who has been accused of the sexual abuse of minors. This
Congregation has received from Rev. Knighton an appeal against the sentence, given
on 27 July 2007, in the Penal Process carried out at First {nstance by the Metropolitan
Tribuna) of Detroit. Your Excellency hasalso requested that 2 more severe penalty be
imposed on Rev. Knighton than that given'in the Tribunal of First Lustance.

The Congregation has authorized the Tribunal of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati
1o carry out a Penal Process at Second Instance and would therefore kindly request that
Your Excellency ensure that all of the Acta pertaining to this case are forwarded to the
said Second Instance Tribunal. Your own concetns regarding the penalcy imposed
should also be 1ncluded. Your request should be construed as a petition that the
Promoter of Justice in Second Instance file for a dimissio in poenam.

Thanking you for your assistance‘in this matter, with prayerful support and
best wishes, I remain E

Sincerely yours ia Christ,

A
+ 4/ a"jﬁ&%uf’éﬁ/
% Luis F. LADARIA, S.].
Titular Archbishop of Thibica
Secretary

His Excellency

Most Rev. Timothy M. DOLAN
Archbishop of Milwake:

P.O. Box 070912

Milwaukee, W1 53207-0912
UUNITED STATES OF AMERICA

ADOWN 041990
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TIMOTHY MICHAEL DOLAN

Miseratione Divina et Apostolicae Sedis Gratia
Archiepiscopus Milvauchiensis

PRECEPT

In response to (he pastoral nceds of this Christian community, in virtue of my anthority as diocesan
bishop (c. 381, §1), and in accord with the provisions of canon 49, I formally place upon: Reverend
Marvin Koighton the following obligations:

) To refrain from all contact with minors, vuneratie adults, and other persons or categories of
persons who have proven (o be occasions of lerpiaiion in the area of sexval morality;

2) To cease unul further notice all public mnmmrv including the celebration of Euchanst; Euchaist
may be celebrated in a prvate setung alone or with only another priest or priests in ativndunce; the
celebration of uny other sacraments will require my explicil permission i each case;

3) To avoid all places and siwations that, from past experience, have been occasions of serious,
temptation in the atea of sexual morality;

4) To ceose any and all activities and relationships that may be described under the broad category of
pastoral counscling;

5) Unti) further notice the faculty to hear confession is revoked.

The reasons motvating this decree are the allegations of sexual activities in violation of the obligation
of clerical celibacy (c. 277, §1). These restrictions are seen as necessary and prudent precautions and
will remain in effect until notice of their revocation. Any violations of this precept could resuit in
penal action and ihis decree shall serve as canonicz] warning lo that effact.

This decree shall be executed by means of its communication to Reverend Marvin Knighton by Very
Reverend Joseph Homacek.

GMS 5" day tember 2003,
Most Rwrr'nd TJmmI'lyM Dolan

/kmah_ ho 7\“1{;‘.
57“?3".&_ 'u-*- V/

Motar y

/_--.-

SEAL
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Entry for the File of Marvin Knighton
By Barbara Reinke

April 11,2002

I received a call from Father Marv Knighton, who did not see the need (o have his son,
interviewed by Child Protective Service workers und fears for the disruplion lor
his son. Mary believe thal the inlerview thal was carried oul wilh his older son during the
adoption process of should suffice. | explained o Marv thal T recognize the
unusualness of this situation and want to wosk with him to find a way to accomplish this
in 2 sensitive manner, and T will do whatever is necessary to be in full compliance with
the law regarding mandatory reporting. Marv indicated that he would try (o locate the
adoption worker who previously addressed this issue and put her in touch with me.

BR:saz
Addendum to the note about Father Marv Knighton.

During this conversation Father Marv adnutted that he had “made a mistake” ia the
incident with bul he insisted that this incident occurred in 1973, prior to his
being ordained a deacon, and thus his behavior does not concern us. He Jaunched into

another recital of— problem unti) I cut him off.

BR:saz
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Augus| 28, 2003

Personn) & Confidentizl

Archbishop Timothy Dolan
Archdioccese of Milwaukee
350 S. Lake Dr.

Si. Francis, W1 53235

Decar Bishop,

For the past year | had hoped that 1 would have had the pleasure of meeting you, but it was not to
be. Perhaps I will have that honor as a result of this letter. I know your brother Bob very well.
I've known he and his lovely wife for many years and have been his great supporter over the
years. He’s just simply terrific.

I also wish to congratulate you on your anniversary. You have brought hife back into this
Archdiocese and as a Catholic ] greatly appreciate it. My brother Fr. Pat Boyle S.J. is & moral
theologian at St. Mary’s Seminary in Mundeein. Bishop Jerry Listecki 1s a very good friend
who I have met through my brother.

The reason for my letter is Fr. Marv Knightor. 1 represented him in his criminal case. What
happened to this poor man is quite sad. Project Benjamin blew it. They should not be in the
investigation business. They believe the accuser absolutely and that was a mistake. Their
judgment was impaired. [ know there is now a new organization but I think the same flaws exist.

During Fr. Marv’s trial, the usual suspects were there. Peter Isley, et al, were in attendance
giving support where there should have been no support. While 1 applaud people who help
people who were abused, there stil) should be some balance to these things and as 1 told Peter,
not every pnest is guilty. Clearly Marv was not. As a matter of fact jn 1994 Marv went to the
Archdiocese and asked for an investigation because he heard rumors that there were some
unstated allegations about him, The position was that sincc there wasn't a complaint, there

Reply Tao:
# MILWAUKEE LOCATION 2057 West Wisconsi: Avenue, Milwaukee, W1 $3233 Telephong (414) 343-3300 Facsimile (414) 343.3310
O FOX VALLEY LOCATION 2905 Universal Steer, Suire 14, Cishkash, W1 34904 Telephone (920) 230-4646 Facsimile (920) 230-4716
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should vot be an mvestigation. That was a mistake and if an investigation was had it is my belicf
that the matter wonld have heen resolved there on the spot and none of this would have

happened.

This priest is destitute. Ile had no help on legal fees. His salary was reduced by one half and
then almost completely stopped. No one has contacted him to help. 1 would hope that there will
be help, Legal fees are due. | could not let this man go to the gallows simply because he had no
money. [ thought that if we were successful he would receive help from the Diocese. ] trust that
there will be help. Lord knows we saved the Diocese some money and embarrassmenl and
perhaps put everyone on notice thal no longer will the Diocese roll up the tent but will fight these
claims if they're not meritorious.

1 would really like to have a cup of coffee with you and discuss what T think the Diocese should
do with these cases. All yon have to do is call and I’ll be there immediately. 1 know your
brother will vouch for me in that I’ll never reveal a confidence or ever embarrass my Church

which js as important to me as family.

God bless Bishop and thank you very much for what you’ve done (0 bring us back from the
abyss we were in these last few years.

Sincerely yours,

BOYLE, BOYLE & PAULUS, S8.C.

/}_{wuﬁﬂp— @lf\;

Gerald P. Boyle
Attorpey at Law

GPB/pe
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ARCHDIOCESE
OF MILWAUKEE I i}%}?%

3501 SOUTH LAKE DRIVE ® PO, BOX 2018 * MILWAUKER WISCUNSIN 52201 ® PHOMNE 4 (4/765-3300 H o Gn 5

OFFICE OF THE AUXILIARY BISHOFP

October 13, 1988

levorend Mayvin T. Knighton

Dear Marv:

Just a word to acknowledge your note and to express my sadness at
seeing the level and anger aud uurt expressed in your words to the
Bretbishop. I know that be has tried very hard to be supportive ana to
nurture your own personal and priestly gifts over the past ten and
one-half years.

I think it is a mistake in Jjudrement and perception to refer
continually to the Seminary experisnce. I am not sure that I or anyone
has a very clear memory of the issue since we really do deal with each
olher as we are today rather than allow ourselves to be held captive by
experiencen from the past. I do know that a vast number of priests
feel that you have charted your own couxse without much priox
consultation. I have the impression that your decisions to purchase
the first home and then your present location were taken withovt pricz
clearing as the CLLRGY MANUAL would direct. I also know that the
Brchbishop took a great dea of heat from priests when the article in
the peper stated that your work at Whitpall was with his approval, when
the records would Indicate that you signed the contract before
approaching him personally. Furthermore, even though ocur office has
said absolutely nothing about the matter, I have heard priests express
their urthappiness at your unwillingness to participate in Periocdlc
Review. I say all these things not to point a finger, bvt o
illustrais the sorts of things in recent years which have contributed
toward the image to which the Archbishop allugded.

I do pray for the healing that we all need and, in particular, that you
may experience this moment as an expression ol care even if it means
saying some tough things. I am dellignted to learn that the work at
Pius goes well again.

May the graces of thls nhew academic year and the support and

challenglng encouragement of your friends be a sign of God's

providential love be an opportunity for new growth always.
Friternaliy,

Most Reverend Richard J. Sklba
Auxiliary Bishop of Milwaukee

ADOMO042248
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November 12, 1993

Reverend Thomas Venne

Vicar for Clergy Personnel
Archdiocese of Milwaukee

PO Box 07912

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53207-0912

Dear Thomas:

I hope this letter finds you in good health and now able to sleep
well at night. I recall experiencing similar cycles unable to
sleep which can be most annoying.

My thoughts are with you, the Archbishop and our Auxiliaries and
so0 many others who must deal with the negative press coverage we
the Catholic c¢clergy and community endure. It is most interesting
the latest accusation of a Church Prelate,

,comes when the bishops gather for their meeting. I can
identify with anyone who is falsely accused, the trauma, hurt,
confusion and the many other varied feelings one bears. My
prayers are with the Cardina. and others who suffer in this area.

T write mainly to inform you that I am exploring the
possibilities of working in the Phoenix Diocese. I have written
Bishop Thomas O'Brien and recently Fr. Jean Blaise S.D.S., of
their Priest Personnel for a possible meeting in early December.
Again, I want you to know I am simply exploring the
possibilities. T also realize that permission must first of all
be granted from Archbishop Rembert Weakland on this matter.

Please know that this interest and desire to work in the Phoenix
area has been with me for some time. I realize I am not getting
younger and do desire to continue in ministry as priest, but would
relish the opportunity of serving in a different environment
which includes climate.

I have not heard from Fr. Blaise yet but do hope we can meet in
the first part of December. I ask that you keep me in your
prayers as I continue to discern my life in the Spirit.

I look forward meeting with Fr. Robert Betz regarding my periodic
review and would appreciate your input with my results. Let us
continue to pray for one another, and for the People of God.

Slncerely,

,‘(,,_) ‘,)/’If//fﬁ%
arv T. Knighton (Rev.

ADOM042266



ARCHDIOCESE OF MILWAUKEE

3501 8. Lake Drive+P.0, Box 07912+ Milwaukee, WI 53207-0912+(414) 769-3484

Department of Clergy Personnel

June 6, 1994

Most Reverend Thomas J. O'Brien
Bishop of Phoenix

400 East Monroe

Pheenix, AZ 85004-2376

Dear Bishop O'Brien,

At your request and with the permission of Fr. Marv Knighton, I
am sending you copies of the information in his Personnel File. ‘This
office began in 1980 and information before that was nolt kept, excepr
the Chancery files of appointment letters. There have been three
Vicars and the first pages are our log items regarding Marv from the
mcst recent to the earliest. The initials are mine R.T.V. (Rev.
Thomas Venne), R.J.S8. (Bishop Richard J. Sklba) and those wilhout
initiels are the first Vicar Joe Janicki. We hope this information
will be helpfu! to you. If there is any need for clarification,
please let 1z know.

I inow that Marv is looking forward to sharing his winistry in
your diocese. I know you will #ind him pleasant to work with.
Blessing on your ministry.

Sincerecly,

Letus go
FORWARD
L Reverend R. Thomas Venne

L Vicar for Clergy Persaonnel

RTV/sks

CELEBRATING

150 YEARS

[EIRTTEOrTRY
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OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP

CELEBRATING
156 YEARS

A (8 i

June 19, 1995

Rev. Marvin T. Knighton
St. Martin de Porres Parish

Milwaukes, Wiscongin 53212

Dear Father Knighton,

It is with a sense of joy in our shared faith that I ask you to
become an Associate Pastor at ALl Saints Parish, Milwaukee. Following
the recommendation of the Priests' Placement Board, 1 am happy to
entrust the faithful of All Saints Parish to your priestly care in
collaboration with the Pastor, Father Joseph Perry, effective December
1, 1895. This appointment is for up to six years.

As Associate Pastor, you are called upon to serve the needs of
God's people so that they can take their rightful place as baptized
Catholics in their own Faith-community and in society. Your mission,
like my own, is one of teaching and sanctifying, end of administrating
those areas delegated to you by the Pastor, Father Perry. You are
also asked to collaborate with the Parish Council and those
organizations designated to wurk with you. Also, I trust that you wil
work diligently with the priests in your district and enter fully into
the current Archdiocesan Parish Planning, "Walking Together:
Colleborating for the Puture".

It i a privilege to share my wministry with you. May God's
blessings fill your life.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

Most Reverend Rembert G. Weakland, O.S.B.
Archbishop of Milwaukee

ADOM(42311



. ’) St. Marfin de Porres Central City Catholic Church

128 W. Burleigh Streer Office: (414) 372-3090
Milwaukee, Wl 53212-2046 Fax: (414)372-0356

November {0, 1995

Archbishap Rembert G. Weakland O.S.B.
Archbishop of Milwaukee

Archbishop Cousins Center

3501 S. Lake Drive

P.O Box 07912

Milwaukee, W] 53207-0912

Dear Archbishop Weakland:

Peace to you! I met with Fr. Carrol Straub today regarding my remaining o as pastor at St.
Martin de Postes. The past six months have not been easy by any means for me and our joint
staffs from All Saints. As you know I have dealt with the passing of my father and then two
months and a day later, my ninety-fiver year old maternal grandmother passed as well My
life has been impacted with tremendous changes from not remaining in Phoenix; moving
back to Milwaukee, buying a home, being installed as a new pastor that has had and
continues to have numerous conflicts. This has been more thar just a simple transition!

The past few weeks it is becoming apparent to me emotionally and physically, that I no
longey wish to continue in this position as pastor. I have strived fo confront the issues at
hand in order to build Christian Community and faciitate our parish community to reach out
to thase in need. There have been times when I felt that progress has been made but my
hopes are doused when 1 meet with those openly opposed to the directions we are striving to
undertake.

1t 18 most obvious that there js a segmen( of panshioners who are unwilling to collaborate
with All Saints as was suggested by the former Transition Team Some of those individvals
against coilaboration serve on our Parish Council which in itself poses problems. There is a
group here who are negative, disruptive, exclusive and demean and undermine my position as
pastor. There behavior at times is also directed to pacishioners as well  Fr. Joseph Perry
recently wrote a letier to one of our parishioners who is attempiing to draft a letter to you,
dermanding that the Archdiocese financially mamiain these two sights for five years. This
altempt was in process without my knowledge, somehow Joscph got the information. The
tragedy of all this 1g, the dissension from the few is prevalent al our 10:30a.m. Lilurgy.

1 am requesting to end my pastorate at the end of November 1995, [ woujd hepe that you
request Fr. Phil Rilenberg to continue on as Temporary Administrator if he is willing. 1 have
spoken with Joseph on this issue and he would be fine tf I continued as his Associate at All
Saints and St. John's Chapel. | would maintain what | am doing such as overseeing the
“Learning Center and the Meal Program”, along with my counsaling al St. Rose Grade

ADOMO042316



Page two

School. I would continue to be pari of this collaborative staff and doing whatever to
pastorally encourage that reality.

I realize that my request dampens what you have hoped for these two parishes. The process
in the past wasn't easy, the continuation of developing these parishes is difficult, there are
more problems that I foresee down the road, especially with some parishioners from St.
Martin de Porres,

I hope that we can meet on this request at your convenience. 1 appreciate your time and
efforts on this matter and Ir. Carrol's listening and compassion. Please know, as [ do with all
major decisions, I do in prayer and consultation.

Fratemnally, S

/Rev. Marv T. Knighton

cc. Fr. Carrol Straub
Fr. Leonard Barbian
Fr. Philip Rifenberg
Fr. Joseph N. Perry

ADOMO042317



July 24, 1996

Most Reverend Richard J. Sklba
Auxibiary Bishop of Milwaukee
3501 South Lake Dnve

P.O. Box 07912

Milwaukee, WI 53207

Dear Bishop Sklba:

I regret to inform you that 1 am unable to take the counseling position offered me in the
Phoenix area for the 1996-1997 academic year. I will not be moving to Phoenix as I hoped. I
have not been able to sell my present home here in Milwaukee and in no way can incur
additional housing costs without the sell of my home. I spoke with the pnincipal in Arizona
who was hiring me and we agreed that she needs a counselor in place within a week.

{ cannot thank you enough for your understanding, your compassion that is needed with those
who are called to shepherd. You truly are gifted with listening, humor and sensitivity that [
appreciated when we met this past summer. Knowing that your kindness and love is there,
facilitates me in accepting this present reality of remaining here Milwaukee.

[ will remain as the Associate Pastor at All Saints for now. I know that Fr. Joseph Perry aill
appreciate my presence with him as we strive to heal a commumty that has gone through
change. Until something opens in education I will strive to do what I can to enhance All
Saints/St. Martin de Porres/St. John's chapel in being a community of faith.

May God bless you in all your good works.

Smcerely in Christ .
a———l /‘L

; P
//I;.t-:.—‘.? / }'\f‘,;r{/fn.,

Marv T Knigh’to{/ cv.)
MTK

Copy to;
/Atchbishop Weakland
Bishop Thomas O'Brien 2 29 1436
Fr. Leonard Barbian
Fr. Joseph N Perry
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JUN 10 1896

Rev. Marv T, Kuigzhnon

June 5, 1996

Bishop Richard ). Sklba

Auxiliary and Acting Ordinary of
The Archdiocese of Milwaukee
350! South Lake Drive

P.O. Box 07912

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53207-0912

Dear Bishop Sklba:

Peace to you in the Risen Christ! Thank you for your time meeting with me on May 22,
}996. Your compassion, your understanding and humor was appreciated. You are a gifted
listener which allows empathy for others to exude from you.

As you know the past year has been most trying in many ways for me. In June 95' I returned
to Milwaukee from Phoenix, Arizona. 1 dealt with the sudden death of my father, a few
months later my matemal grandmother died. along with my immersion into a difficult
Pastorate at St, Martin de Porres. The months from June to November were most trying and
emotianally taxing in many ways, which finally encouraged me to resign as Pastor of St.
Martin de Porres. It has been good serving with Joseph Perry at All Saints. In the midst of
all that transpired, my faith in God and Jesus remains strong.

These past months being in parish ministry, I realize even more that I best serve “"The People
of God" is in the field of education. 1 am aware as St. Paul states; " there are different gifts..",
[ believe my gift is enhancing the lives of youth and their parents ia the field of education. {t
is that ministry T miss and hope to retumn in some capacity.

When I lived in Phoenix, T worked for the Scottsdale Public Schools and found it personatly
rejuvenating. Though it was a secular institution, the staff, students and their parenis were
aware that I was a Roman Catholic Prest. They were delighted to have me on their faculty.
While 1 worked for them, I helped to design a homeroon: concept, similar to what exist at
Pius XI High School. I recenily received a request from the District to return for the 1996-
1997 academic year as a Counselor at their new high school where this programy is n place. If
it is all possible, 1 would like to accept that request.

I am fully aware that our Local Church is suffering with fhe shortage of priest and the necd
for priest in parishes. However, I am also aware that the lives of people can be touched in
other aspects of ministry as well. At this time Bishop Sklba, I (eel it would be beneficial in a
wholistic sense for me to return to Phoenix and serve 1n education. 1 shared some of those
reasons in our discussion. I am oot seeking excardination par a¢ this time desire it.
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As "Acting Ordinary" of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, I am requesting a “Personal Leave of
Absence with Faculties", along with permission to move to Phoenix. This appeal is under
canon 271. 1 am requesling to be relieved of my Associate Position at All Saints af the end
of July. 1 realize that if this is granted, 11 does not automatically allow me to function as a
priest within the Diocese of Phoenix. | hope a favorable letter 1o Bishop Thomas O'Brien,
stating that T am priest of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, in “good standing” will facilitate
me to serve fully as a priest. I realize that there may be difficulties regarding this matter due
to past events in 1994-1995. As you know, [ have served our Milwaukee community wel)
and ! hope (0 continue serving wherever I may be.

In granting this personal leave, 1 realize according our Clergy Manual this is for six months,
and can be renewed After a six- month period, namely in December, 1 will write Archbishop
Weakland to determine the situation. I realize o0, that my health insurance premiums will be
my responsibility, as well as my payments mto my retirement fund.

[ am grateful for all you have done and the time you have given me. T reatize that your
position is taxing and I appreciate your hune regarding this concem. You are giving a fine

service to Milwaukee Let us pray for one another and our world.

Sincerely in the Risen Lord,

Rev. Marv T. Knsghton

cC.
’/grchbishop Rembert G. Weakland, O.S.B.
ev. Carrol C. Straub
Rev. Leonard M. Barbian
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