DIOCESE Milwaukee

NAME OF ORDINARY Timothy M. Dolan

CDFE PROT. N. (if qvailable)

NAME OF CLERIC Donald R. Peters
PERSONAL Date of Birth March 30, 1925 Age 80
DETAILS OF THE
CLERIC Ordination May 27, 1950 Years of ministry 43
ORIGINAL DIOCESE OF INCARDINATION Milwaukee

In retirergent, lives 6 months of the year in
Florida and had assisted in parishes there until
all ninustry was restricted and the bishop there
informed of his situation

Cascade, W!
[ 3t i Sl

MINISTRY INS/TRANSFER TO OTHER DIOCCESE

CONTACT ADDRESS OF THE CLERIC

Lakeland, FL
He has sought canonical advice from J. Michael
Ritty, JCL

PROCURATOR (include original signed mandate)

CONTACT ADDRXESS OF THE PROCURATOR

A1
te

ASSIGNMENTS

Year | Parish Location Appointment

1950 | St. Michael Milwaukee Assistant Pastor

1950 | St. Clement Sheboygan Assistant Pastor

1960 | St. Mary Hales Comers Assistant Pastor

1962 | St. Partrick Fond du Lac Assistant Pastor

1967 g:]:];z);c Memorial High Waukesha Faculty

1969 | St. Panl Milwaukee Assaciate Pastor

1969 | St. Patrick Fond du Lac Pastor .
1971 | St. Mary Sheboygan Falls Pastor

1977 | St. Clement Sheboygan Pastor N

1993 | Retired - |
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ACCUSATIONS AGAINST THE CLERIC

Year | Victim Age | Imputable Acts Denunclation
Anonymous call to Sheboygan . A I
“ »? 1692
_1962 District Attormey - NA Inappropnz_&t? behavior &
1963 | Anonymous call to Chancery NA “Sexual abuse™ 1992
1959- _ ' Showing pornography aud genital
1960 1318 | fondling 002
1977 | Not given NA Not specified 1971

CIVIL PROCEEDINGS AGAINST THE CLERIC

Year | Type/Case Conviction Sentence (include copies of civil documents)
Sheriff executed search
h " Cases all
warrant and seizure of
. . beyond
2002 | computer; criminal interview
. e statute of
with admission of three .
lirnitations

instances of abuse

MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE DIOCESE

Year

Archbishop William Cousins received a letter from Father Peters in which he makes reference to
the need for a speedy transfer of assignment as recornmended by Auxiliary Bishop Leo Brusi as
1971 | “the prudent way” given circumstances. A second note was sent to Bishop Brust stating that
nathing should be committed to writing and no fetter sent to those concerned. Archbishop Cousins
transferred Father Peters to a new assignment a month later.

1992 | Father Peters informed of anonymons calls. No investigation because of anonymity.

1993 | Father Peters reguested and received early retitement.

1999 | Diocese of Orlando informed of allegations from 1992 and minisiry there restricied.

Precept issued testricting public exercise of ministry upon admission of at least three incidents of

2002 .

sexual abuse ol minors.

Father Peters informced that travel to another diocese could not continue due fo fack of monitoring
2004 possibilities. He requests voluntary laicization rather than limilations on travel. He will be

provided with a monetary grant to assist with any health care needs. This proposal was handled by
his canonical consultant.

SUSTENANCE PROVIDED BY THE DIOCESE TO THE CLERIC

| Father Petors reccives 2 monthly pension and will continue to do so if laicized as this is 2 qualificd self-
contnibulory plan. He will be provided with 2 lump sum to 3ssist in 2ny health carc needs he may have
beyond social insurance.
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RESPONSE/RECOURSE MADE BY THE CLERIC

Year

1971 | Broughl the matter to the Auxiliary Bishop and sought a transfer.

1992 | Said he did not know what the callers were tallang about,

Admitted sexval contact witHij 2nd wrote letter of apology to him. Stated that the incidents |
2002 | were in the course of sex education. Admitled t¢ Sheboygan sheriff and Vicar for Clergy that there
were two or three other cases from his time in Fond du Lac but would not go into more detail.

W94 AT AT R ey w ety z : % e |
34 e
i R e A il 1 ) MR et Sy el i ey | flak

BISHOP'S VOTUM

This has been a difficult case to conclude. There is an admission of guilt in the one detailed case and
spontaneous admission of two or three other cases with no details. Under other circumstances, Father peters
would be asked to live out his life in prayer and penance. This would call for monitoring of his activities
which cannot be done if he spends six montbs of the yeay in Florida. Given the options available to him,
Fatlier Peters has decided that he will choose voluntary laicization rather than restriction on travel,
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REV. DONALD R. A. PETERS
‘ il - e 7

CASCADE, WI 53011-0198

JULY 29, 2005

His Holiness Benedict XVI
The Vatican
Vatican City State

Your Holiness:

After much prayerful consideration, I now reguest from you a dispensation
from the obligations connected with the priesthood and from celibacy. I
ask to be returned to the lay state.

I have been placed on administrative leave by the Archdiocese of
Milwaukee for sexual misconduct involving minors. I have had to deal with
these allegations since 2002. I have been retired for a number of years
now and am 80 years old. The fact that this sexual misconduct has been
brought to the attention of both archdiocesan and civil authorities makes
it unlikely that I can ever serve in active ministry again. While I do not
believe that every aspect of allegations presented by the archdiocese is
accurate, I admit that some are.

This request is not a quick solution to a temporary problem. Because
of the nature of the allegations made against me there is no hope of ever
returning to ministry. I find no alternative but to request laicization.

[ am fully aware that my decision to return to lay status, if approve
by the Holy See is permanent and final, without hope of eventual re-admittance
to priestly ministry.

I do have some health concerns. However, I have been assured by the
diocese that they will assist me if needed. 1 have been assured that my
pension will continve.

I solemnly swear to the truth of all the above information.

My curriculum vitae is attached.

Respectfuily submitted,

o5 Dt S

Reverend Donald Peters

ADOMO020212



Curriculum Vitae

Born: March 30, 1925, Kenosha, WI.
Baptized: St. Mark, Kenosha, WI.
Communion & Confirmation: St. Mark, Kenosha, WI.
Grade School: 8 years, St. Mark, Kenosha, W]
Middle School: 1 year, Lincoln School, Kenosha, WI
High School: 1 year, Mary D. Bradford H.S., Kenosha, WI
High School: 2 years, St. Francis Minor Seminary, St. Francis WI
College: 2 years St. Francis Minor Seminary, St. francis, WI(Philosphy)
Seminary Theology: 4 years St. Francis Major Seminary, St. Francis, W!
Ordination: May 27, 1950, Cathedral St. John Evangelist, Milwaukee, WI
Assignments: 1950 - 60 ST, CLEMENT'S, SKREBOYGAN, WI ~ Assistant

1960 - 62 ST. MARY, HALES CORNERS, WI - Assistant

1962 -~ 67 ST. PATRICK'S, FOND DU LAC, WI - Assistant

1967 - 69 CATHOLIC MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL, WAUKESHA, WI teach

FOR SEVERAL SUMMER SCHOOLS AT MARQUETTE UNIVERSITY GRADUATE
SCHOOL IN GUIDANCE & COUNSELING

1969 ~ 71 'ST. PATRICK'S, FOND DU LAC, W - Pastor

1971 - 77 ST. MARY'S, SHEBOYGAN FALLS, WI - Pastor

1977 - 93 ST. CLEMENT'S, SHEBOYGAN, WI - Pastor

1993 RETIREMENT

FAMILY: 1958 - Mother Died
1976 - Dad Died

My 76 year old sister and 1 are the only family. She left the SSSF
and-married and now is a widow. She is near Poverty and I am supporting
her for many of her needs. When with the nuns they did not have Social
Security, she has some of her husbands and thus has medicare, but has to
purchase a supplementary Health Insurance program. She has lived in Florida
for over 20 years.

My Health: Upper tooth plate, many years ago.
Lower teeth, five front teeth remain
Right knee, total replacement
Diabetes, many years, pills and diet are helping to regulate.
High Blood Pressure, pills
Eyes: glasses, both had Cataracts removed
Ears: hearing aids in both
Am on Medicare & Archdiocesan Insurance Program
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06/28/2002 INCIDENT DETAIL PRINT T ey
SOADAMSD SHEBOYGAN COUNTY SHERIFFS DEPT o
TEXT INFORMATION Paxt 8

NARRATIVE.: 1 by S091 EPPING, THOMAS 06/25/2002
ORIBINAYL DICTATTION: ss

On Tuesday, €/25/02, at approximately 0830 hours, I, Detective Thomas
Epping, was assigmed by Captain David Adams to :.nvestigate the report
of a sexual assault. District Attorney Robert Wells had received a
report from Barbara Ann Cusack who is the Chancellor fox the
Archdiocese of Milwaukee. The letter was dated June 15, 2002. 1In
addition to the letter, a Sexual Abuse Intake Report was included
paming a reporting person as
, reporting that he had been molested on three
Beparate occaeions in the basement of theq lake home by
Pather Don Peters. The report states that the period of the alleged
through 1360. The report indicates that the victim,

au, 9

m}lad been adbused when he wasg lo-yvears old. The report

a ares Father Peters had shown * slides of young

men in various stages of dress.

A check of the phone book lists a Reverend D. Peters at m
Cascade, Wisconsin, phone I A check of the

recordse at the Sheboygan County Sheriff's Departwent listse a Donald R.

Peters, dob 3/30/25 at q Cascade, Wiscomnsin.
Driver's license number, according to the Sheriff's Department
informaticn lists | Visconsin Driver's License.

A check with the Wisconsin Registration lists Donald A. Peters, n/w,
dob 3/30/25, 5'8*, 1%0-pounds, brown hair, brown eyes, with an address
of Cascade, Wisconsin. It also
states in the comment on the driving record, a former name of Donald R.
Peters.

A check of the residence at NN shows a
wood-glatted, what appears to be one-story, house with an outbuilding.
The color of the wood-slatted building is brown. Also observed on the
residence, was a sign that states "Peters' Place” with the address

en the residence. The residence was viewed on 6/25/02 at
approximately 1347 hours.

A check with the post office reveals information that a Donald Petexs
does live at that address. The postmaster also statéed that this pexson
was a priest and the postmaster also stated that is where the priest's
father used to live and his name was [l This information coincides
with the information received on the initial referral from the
Archdiocese of Milwaukee.

Also parked at the residence at NN was a 1996 Ford

a-door, white, expires 02, listed to Donald A, Peters at [N

On Thureday, 6/26/02 at approximate 0 I, Detective Thomas
%ini, made ralephone contact with
Standard Print Format Page 1
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06/28/2002 INCIDENT DETAIL PRINT
SOADAMSD SHEBOYGAN COUNRTY SHERIFFS DEPT
TEXT INFORMATION ] rart 8

In speaking with Mr.
about Father Donald Peters, explained that he disclosed
to the Archdiocese of Milwaukee rthat Father Peters bad wmolested him

when he was a teenager. Initially, he had beén told by the personnel
~at the Arxrchdiocesa that they knew nothing about Father Peters
molesting, but then on the séaond contact a couple of weeks later with
the Azrchdiocese stated that it had received reports.

I stated he was 4%-years old when he first disclosed to a
counselor about the abuse by Father Peters. The akjhuse happened either
in 1959 o6r 1960 when ﬁwas a sophomore attendin

states he was a freshman in 1959,

F
Peters' father, Gus Peters, had the residence a a ime.

were NN 2nd his sisters were

Hs opinion was that Father Peters at the time enjoyed touching
Ung boys. referred to him as "a gson of a bitch" and he was
Yguper slick". € said he was a boy scout leader at the time and
believed he was the pastor at St. Clements in Sheboygan.

The type of assault that occurrad was that Father Petera would be
gitting in a chair in the basémérit of the cottage and would have [N
undo his pants, expose his penia and then Peters would fondle the
gerotum and penis of h stated that Father Peters would
be looking directly at him when he was doing this.

I :id not disclose this because he believed his family would have

been totally ostracized in the community if he wexe to have accused a
Catholic priest of having touched him in the way he digd.

explains that he did receive a letter of apology from Petexs
just recently.

states that he went to the Cousins'
Centey, which is the headquarters for the Archdiocese of Milwaukee on
05/10/02 for an interview. believes that "Project Benjamin" is
a project for dealing with abusgive priests. states he also
received a letter of apoleogy from the Arxrchdiocese, aa well as from
Father Peters.

At the time of the assault in 1959 or lSGO,_explains that he had
gone to the basement of the Peters' cottage, which was fipished. He
had been shown slides of boys in various stages of undress by Father
Peters on a projector. The assault (fondling) happened two or three
times. ﬁbelieves that Peters has not given up this sickness.

The reason why H had talked with Father Petexs at the time, was
for counseling that dealt with experiencing puberty; they talked about

Page 2
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06/28/2002 INCIDENT DETAIL PRINT
SOADAMSD SHEBOYGAN COUNTY SHERIFFS DEPT
TEXT TINFORMATION Part 8

erections, petting and the melex of sexual encounters. They
talked about sexual issues. described this as a type of
confegsion whare he waa actually confessing to Father Peters at the
time of the fondling. ﬂribad that Father Peters would fondle
B vich his hands while was standing in front of Peters as
Peters wasg gitting in the chair. There was no ssx act, no oral sex, or
any type of intercourse. goes on to explain that later on, when
he was married, that Father Paters was part of his marriage. When
asked how that occurred, Il e>plained that he blanked out what had

happened to him in the iast by Father Peters, when he did get married.

Hdid not believe that Peters had taken pictures of him. He had
een shown glides by Fathe ters of young boys, not girls, before and
after Petexs had fondleg & At the time, was dealing with
puberty and learning of sexual mattersl having gone to gym olass and

the high school shower room, and was led to believe that the
interaction that Peters had with was "the right thing to do as
it was part of sex education' and what Father Peters was doing was one
step beyond.

The last time that saw the Pel _cottage was in the year 2000,
when he had seén it he lake as would have gone to look at

At the time of the molestation, he believed that Father Peters was
doing his ministyy in Shebog.an. He also knew that Father Peters was

involved in boy scouts and did.know, per that Pete

would have boy scouts come out to the cottage. s sister, _
come to the Peters

believed that their name

had menticned that she had seen two boys that wou

cottege. These two boys were and [

might have been* This ha pened axround 1962, and these boys
would have beeén younger than i

M : o sisters arve —, who is warried d
h ' in I -G are retired. His othexr sister is

they live in
m and her husband is JJill and they live in NN
states that both his gistere are aware of this situation he is involved

in anA had had reservations about Father Peters and did not like
him, even when they were youngsters.

Based on the information obtained, I will request a Search Warrant in
an attempt to locate any evidence to substantiate the information
provided by [Hllll. Based on past training, it is believed that a
pexrson involved in the saxual abuse of young boys or pedophilia tends

to keep pictures, letters and memorabilia. Basgsed on that, I reguest a
gearch warrant for the Donald Peters' residence at ﬂ

_ Cascade, Wisconsin.

Last Page Page 3
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Juy 5, 1950

enogha, Vlsconsln ~

Yy dear TFather Peters:

T hereby appoint you to assit the Revererd
Alex Vi. Zuern, pagtor of St. Michaells Parishy
Wlwaukce, Wisconsin, You will please to repord
for duty to Father Zuern on Friday, July 7, 1950,

Hishing you every grace and blessing snd
guccess in gour new [leld of labor, I remain,

Sincerely yours in Chriat,

Archbiphop ol Mlwaukee

COPRPY
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Ootobay Ly 1950

¥ilwaukee 5, Wisconsin
¥y daar Fathar Petersg:

I hereby appolnt you to agsgist the Reverenad
John J, Oarroll, pagtor of St, Clement'!s Parishp
Sheboygan, Wiscongin. You will plaage to report
1‘o§ duty to Father Carroll on Friday, October 6,
19 00 -

. Wishing yon svery grace snd blessing you dos
elre;in yow new fleld of labor; I remain,

Binderaly yours in Chriaty

Archbiehop of ¥lwaukes,

COPRPY

ADOM020259



September 2L, 1955

The Reverend Donald R. Petars
St. Clement's Rectory

whoygen, ¥lsconsin

Dear Pather Petors:

You sra hersby appeluted the roegiona)

director of the Catholic Youth Yrzanizatlon in
Division 7, Shaboygane

2t 1s supgsated that you contact the

Reverend Philip Schwab, Archdiocesan Ulrector of
the C.Y.0, for the deteils of this anpointzant.

I am,

Wishing yeu every grace and blensing,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Archbishop of ¥liwgukeea

,__ F sttt h PR ,_-‘:‘

£ A & f % ] [ | -

(4 i 3 e Ny

R/ e |
el \_::—"__/ 1..'
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June 21, 1960

The Rev. Donald R. Peters
Sheboygaen, Wisconsin
Dear Father Peters:

By this letter ] herewith transfer you from your
position a8 assistant at St. Clement!s Parish, Sheboygan, and
appoint you assigtant at 8t. Mery's Parish, Héles Corners.
This appointment {s effeciive Thursday, July 7, 1960, on which
date you are kindly asked to report.

with the warmest of pergenal regards and wishing
you God's choicest blessings in your new fieldof endeavor, 1 am

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Archbishop of Milwaukee

CORY
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Father Don A. Peters
' TAe W, L o

May 31, 1962

“Hales Co

Most Rev. Willdam E. Cousins
2000 W. Wisconsin Ave.
Milwaukee 3, Wis.

Your mxcellency,

From our conversatioan of May 23, 1962, your
reguest that I put this in writing, after much
prayer, prayerful thought and lnvestigations, I
hunobly submit the following for your kind
conslderation.

God gave talents to each of us, I pray that
I might use mine for His greater honor and glory.
I feel that my interests are much in the youth
program: Guidancs and coungeling in the High School
program; and work in the CYO program. You
indilcated these as gpecialized work.

I have inquired at Marquette University about
apolication in working toward a Masters LCegree 1n
Eduecation with a major in Guldance and Counseling.
North- Central, as you know, 1s now requirilng
Guidance M.A. in High Schools. If you decide on
advanced study, would it be full time or part
time? SBome educators seem to feel that full tine
gtudy would be better. Would a try at summer
school be worth a small test to see if I can get
back to study?

T feel that I am willing to stay &t St. Mary,
Hales Corners for another year. I would be

Interested in the once a week teaching and counseling

that I have been doing at Plus XI iligh School.
Brother Dan and Brother Leo at Don Bosco indicated
that they would be moat interested in having me

do more guldance work at Don Bosco. In our

parish school I am most willing and hapny to teach
in the grade sachool, however on a better balance,
a8 you indlcated at the fall conference of Priestd.
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The following vointa seem very trivial to me,
but axye mentiloned to Indicate my interest in the
parilsh. If weddinge and minor dutliles in tue parish
are glven to me I would like to get thean sooner
after the initial) pastoral interview, and arrange
to fit my own schedule. ‘When people come to the
door and ask for me by name, that they have <the
oprortunity to see me without all the questions.

To mo 1o school part~time could be of benefit
in the school work and aven in the contacts in
the CYC divisional program witlh the many youth in
various parishes and to the Priests in the division
to help then nelp their youth. 1T have recelved
requests from Priests and frowm wany young-men to
counsgel and guide them, from many divaerse sources,
even reguesis from an occasiona) gtudent at the
Ma jor Seminary. i° . .

If you 8o choose to move me, I believe I
could spend mors time in getting the M.A., workine
toward High School work, possibly keeping the
diviaional job winich would be benefitted by the
education credits.

Regarding your request of names of some
Priests to help Msgr. Schwab in the CYC aud CCD,
you might conslider some of these: in the ten to
fifteen year groun, Fathers #11liam Knosrnschild,
or Charles Vernalen; n the five to ten year group,
Dathers Donald Daleke, Don Elverman, or Fred
Schramms; alsgo others who have been &nd &re

lvisional dlrectora. In svecial CCD wovrk I
don't know all those who are teaching the course,
but these might be considered. Possidbly Iather
Joeenan Konkel wounld ¥noew of some othera.

Respectfully your servant in Christ,
STl 4. ftew

Donald A. Peters
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Avgust 16, 1962

The Reverend Donald R. Peters
8t, Mary's Parish

Hales Corners, W1scona!n

Dear Fathex Peters:

By this letter I herewith transfer you From your
position as assistant at 8t, Mary's Parish, Bales Corners,
and appoint you asglstant at St, Patzriok's PRarish,

Pond du Latc, effactive Wednegday, August 29, 1962, You
will kindly report on that dake to the paator, Father
Gesrge €, Ellers.

With the warmest of personal regayds and wishing
you Gpd's choicest blesgings in your noew field of endeavey,
I am

Sincerely youre in Christ,

Most Reverend William E, Cousins
Ardhbishop of Milwagkee

CORY
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Jene 16, 1967 (

The Reverend Donald R. Perers i
St. Patrick Parish N

Fomd du Lac, Wisconsin 54938
pear Pachey Petersy

By this lettar I herewith trsnsfer you from your
position @8 curate ar St. Patrick Parish, Foud du lLse,
and mppoint you to the Faculty of Catholfc Memorial High
Schoo), Waukesha, effecuive Tueaday, Juma 27, 1967.
You are aoked to report to Pathexr John Hanley as to
further i{mstruction on your agsignment.

With the vanpest of ersongl Pegirds dud wishing

you God*e choicest blesadugs in yodr new £finld
of endeégvor, I am

8iucearely yours in Gheiet;

Mpst Raverand Willism E. Comsins
Archbishop of Milwaukee

o AN IR R
( Moy 1L N\
— /)
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May 23, 1969

Reverend Donald R. Paeteys
Catholic Memorial High School

Waukesha, Wisconsin 53186
Dear Fathear Peters:

Following the recommendation of the Personnel Board
regarding your assighnment, I herswith tranafer you from
your present poaltion on the Faculty of Catholiec Memorial
High School, Waukesha, and appoint you Asscciate Pastor
at 5t, Paul Parish, Milwaukee, effective June 17, 1963.
You will kindly report on that date to the Paptor, Pathexr
8 unley Bamc"i )

(@—)

o

With the wamnest 0of persounal regaxds and wishing you
God's cholcest blessings, I am

—

Fraternally Yours in Christ,

Most Reverend William E, Couseing
Archbishop of Milwaukee
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July 31, 1969

Reverend Doneld R. Peoters
8t. Paul Paxish

waukee, wisconsin

Deayr Pathar Peterss

Foliowing the recommendation of the Perscunel Board,
I herewith transfer you £rom your present posltion as
Associate Pagtory at St. Paul Parish, Milwaukes, and
officirlly appoint you Pastoy of Sk, Fatxiak Parish,
Pond du lac, effegtive Angust 19, 1%é9,

You are asked to make the required Prpfession af
Paith ig the Chanceyy office before August 19th,

It affords ma great pleasure to make this appointment
and I assurs you that my prayers are joinsd with yours as
we agk God to bhless your laboys in thig new field.

Fraterzally Yours in Chrisé,

Mast Revayend William B. Cousins
Archbishop of Milwaukeo
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Feho h, 1971
Dearn Bishop Brus#,

7 saw Jon " Reiff on Mon. let. He said he
upuld talkcto you and aee if you thoupht a letten
of any kind should be sent,

[ now wand do caution on serding a leiten,
Hot Zoo s00n and be moat careful of uhat kind of
uritien promises tne made.

The head of the neligion lept, tald me some
Hings on Tues. 2nd. I phoned you, but you wene
out and 2hin is about ol I want 4o put in
wniting.

Thank you,

Gy
S P

FOND DU LAC, WIS. 54935
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Pishon Pruws ! - this is *he detten | serd in #his amme wail = THU YO / ﬁléw/

8T. PATRICK'S RECTORY -
AR

FOND DU LAC, WISCONEIN 44588

Ty 25, {97/
Yasd Reve Villice ¢, [ousins
2000 1, Misconain Ave,
Fildupukes, is. 53233
Youn fxo»denx;y,

I huowbly nequest v transfes from 54, Patrick Pasndsh, Fomd du Lae and
nequast 1o de asaipned to a Jiflesent pnstfomntes

My reasons are personal, 1 Aave been in consuwliation with Lishop “nuod
reganding #ie move and {ts aessond. 'le have tolbed openlis and he aoreas [
Wis wors of Thanceny expenlence that this uwwuld be #he purdent waye

1 humddy nemind gou of a naion requesd, L Lt lo poosibde 45 be wwrsuiersd.
That pror aequest ia the masibility of an apmintmwent within the roathein
half of tHhe ‘inchdioeosse. The soneiSde driving time of one houn on wwien ic
Fusaole wvhese | nave my ar waviane Fa visiter the Adoctor in Fipocti es lune
Tan. 254h an’! reoeive” o iemort of an endanged hemrait, and pidds aiven iv aedievs
his heant sain:,

Thic inarns’er shoudd paotably abke ploce as soon we is able io be imvlemental,
and 1. ¥ it uwdil the Cune aoppintmentse, Sinesr Hhese have been somz agceat
redigraitions an! a necert death, thie eould mran sewaal movea in the Anculioeses.

I wn be wmilable fon an intervieus

Reapretlully youns,

Oamad A, ?:@_:};-_1 &4

cee Fro Norldd £o Redfd,
Secretany Pricets’ Persomiwed (oard
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March 17, 1271

Reverend Donald R. Petersb///
(’ St. Patrick Parish

Lf Fond du Lac, Wisconsin 54935

Dear Father Peters:

Following the recommendation of the Personnel Board, I
herewith transfer you from your present position as Bastor
of St. Patrick Parish, Fond du Lac, and officially appoint
you Pastor of St. Mary Parish, Sheboygan Falls, effective

April 13, 1971.

7 —=%
v d

Permit me to advise you that you are dispensed from
making the Profession of Faith as is required by Canon Law
for newly appointed pastors.

=

It affords me great pleasure to make this appointment
and J assure you that my prayers are joined with yours as we
ask God to bless your labors in this new field.

: DE——

Fraternally Yours in Christ,

=

<

Mogt Reverend William E. Cousins
Archbisnop of Milwaukee
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October 27, 1977

The Reverend Donald R. Peters S
8t, Mary Parish

!!e!nygan !a!ﬂs. alaconsin 53085

Dear FPather Petersi

Pollowing the recommendation of the Personnel Board, I hera-
with transfer you from your present position as Pastor of St.
Maxy Parish, Sheboygan Falls, and officially appocint you Pastor
of 6t. Clement Parish, Sheboygan, effective November 15, 19877.

Permit me to advise you that you are dispensed from making
the Profession of Faith, ae is required by Canon Law for newly
appointed pastors.

It afforda me great pleasure to make this appointment, and I
agssure you that my prayers are joined with yours as we ask God to
bless your labors in this new field.

h

Fraternally yours in Christ,

Most Reverend William E. Copusins
Apostolic Administrator of Milwaukee

ADOMO020304



Diocese @f Orlando (>0

Office of the Chancellor

December 11, 1998

Most Rev. Rembert G. Weakland, O.S.B.
Archdioctse of Milwauxce

P. O. Box 07912

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53207-0912

Dear Archbishop Weakland:

Br. Don Peters, a retired priest of your Diocese, lives in our Diocese during the winter, and has
expressed interest in helping out at St. Anthony’s Catholic Church in Lakeland.

1t is the practice of our Diocese to seek a clear endorsement from the Diocese of origin and any
other diocese in which a priest may have ministered. T would be most grateful if you would
complete the enclosed form and return it to me. Once we receive it we will be glad to complete the
arrangements for Fr. Peters’ ministry.

Thanking you for your attention to this matter, I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

, z ? »
LV:23j WP

Enclosure Chancellor

P.O. Box 1800, Orlando, FL 32802-1800
421 East Robinson Street, Orlanclo, FL 32801 - (407) 246-4826 -+ FAX (407) 246-4827
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DECEMBER 15, 1999

MOST REV. REMBERT G. WEAKLAND, O.S.B.
3501 S. LAKE DR :
P.0. BOX 07912

MILWAUKEE, WI 53207-0912

DEAR ARCHBISHOP WEAKLAND,

T am in recelpt of Bishop Sklbas's letter to me concerning faculties
in the Diocese of Orlando. Ris letter indicates that there was a consultation
so that you could "proceed in a proper fashion for all parties concerned".

1 was told by Bishop Sklba that my faculties are in order in the
Milwaukee Archdiocese. Can you send & letter to me or to Bishop Dorsey of

the Orlando Diocese so that I can do some "help out" in a few places in
Lakeland and at the Mary Queen of Universe shrine near Orlando?

Respectfully yours,

K G

Don Peters

ADOMO020335



ARCHDIOCESE J{&{OF MILWAUKEE

DEPARTMENTY FOR CLERGY

November 8, 2004 % ﬁggzbv

Most Reverend Norbert L. Dorsey / /Ze’

Diocese of Orlando

P.O. Box 1800 @D/ L 4 o 621

Orlando FI. 32802 X

Dear Bishop Dorsey, W ‘< o &ﬁo
S &—ﬂc[

This 1s to inform you that Fr. Donald Peters, a prieo. ci vae < i s s s e, 10
currently residing with his sister in your diocese, and has a substantiated allegation of
sexual abuse of a minor against him. All faculties have been withdrawn and he is under
precept. His mailing address 1s P [ akeland FL 33804-1245 - his winter
résidence is located at [N Lakeland, FL. The pastor of the local parish is
aware of his presence. Fr. Peters will return to the Aichdiocese of Milwaukee in April,

2005.

In the Lord Jesus, é)

Zr (et %’)’uﬁau.& /

Very Reverend Curt J. Frederick
Vicar for Clergy

3501 South Lake Drive, PO Bax 070912, Milwaukee, W} 53207-0912
PRONE: (414)769-7484 » E-MalL: clergy®@archmil.org « Wes aiTe: www.archmil.org

ADOMO020343
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<;Jénuary 4, 2004 /
SR et /// —
TO: Fr. Joe Hornacek & Bishep Dick Sklba,

[%

I am writing this down and will adapt and change it before it is to
be sent out. This might take several weeks. I have been praying for an
increase to my memory since the accuser brought my case to the public. My
memory needed a lot of refreshing and I know that all has mot returned.

I don't kpow how much to put in writing. The kindly police detective
had a good conversation with me, but it became too public. I talked too
much and didn't realize it. The Sheriff took my computer and bhad it returned
- within a week. They found nothing to use against me. I think the only
"media" to write that nothing was found in my computer was the "SHEBOYGAN
PRESS". I was in some degree of 'shock'" in that conversation. Also in shock
when talking with Joe H.

Some of the statements of the accuser indicate his weak memory also

and a lack of continuity, but a lot of hurt. The basement in the house at
was nolt usable until the summer of 1961. The raising of the house,

the concrete block walls went up during the summer of 1960. Therefore the
dates are not correct. The scouts in my house at that time were youth
officers who were high school junjors, seniors and early college. There
was always a group of them to plan programs. There were never any "Cub
Scouts" in that house. This indicates to me that the accuser did not know
the various age levels of the BSA programs. There was never any wromgful
actions with any of the Scouts.

Some of this indicates to me that there wmust have been an earlier contact
for Bishop Sklba to have called me in to his office in 1993, 1t seems there
was an anonymous tip. He told me that he never saw anything in writing from
the Archbishop in those earlier years.

I am putting this in writing so that in my file in the Archdiocese,
I have some of my reactions reviewed. 1 want this letter of some of my
reactions to be kept in the [ile near the accusers statements.

Date of completion:fgé Zh, REH

Thank you, . ‘
< /J o ST North Address

ADOM020372



FR. DON PET ERS

CASCADE, W1 53011 0198

May 22, 2002

vear [ -

1 apologize for the wrong
action 1 did against you. 1
am very sorry that 1 am the cause
of so many problems in your life.
I am sorry that I performed those
wrong actions.

1 was at the Archdiocesan
Personnel office on Tuesday,
May 21 and was read your words
given on or about May 3. 1 was
contacted to come in to the office
on Friday, May 17.

I pray that you be healed
physically, mentally, and
spiritualiy. God Bless you and
those you work with for a positive
experience.

/44;»§%/égzz::“yilfit;;&jyoléy
[ WA
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REMBERTUS GEORGIUS
Miseratione Divina et Apoatolicae Sedis Gratia

A_rchiepiscopus Milvauchiensis

PRECEPT

In response to the pastoral needs of this Christian community, in virtue of my authority as diocesan
bishop (c. 381, §1), and in accord with the provisions of canon 49, I formally place upon Reverend
Donzld Peters the following obligations:

1) To refrain from al! contact with minors, vilnerable adults, and other persons or categories of
persans who have proven to be occasions of temptation in the area of sexuval morality;

2) To cease until further notice all public ministry including the celebration of Euchacist; Eucbarijst
may be celebrated in a private setting alone or with only another priest or priests in attendance; the
celebration of any other sacraments wiil require explicit permission of a local ordinary in each case,

3) To avoid all places and situations that, from past experience, have been occasions of serious
temptation in the area of sexual morality;

4) To cease any and all activities and relationships that may be described under the broad category of
pastorzal counseling;

5) Until further notice the faculty to hear confession is revoked.

The reasons motivating this decree are the allegations of sexual activities in violation of the obligation
of clerical celibacy (¢. 277, §1). These restrictions are seen as necessary and prudent precautions and
will remain in effect for three months from this date or until notice of their revocation. Any viclations
of this precept could resull in penal action and this decree shall serve as canonical warning to that
effect.

This decree shall be executed by means of its communication to Reverend Donald Peters by Very
Reverend Joseph Homacek.

Given this 10" dayof May |, 2002.
Gk G et 0,

Most Reverend Rembert G. Weakland, O.S.B.
Archbishop of Milwaukee

_}Zﬁ@ . Je’fw\ \b /M,&&

Ndtary

ADOMO020383



Saint CLEMBNT'S ParisH Housr

SHEBOYGAN, WISCONSIN 53081~4159

LINGSET

April 20, 1992

The Most Reverend Rembert G. Weakland, 0SB
P. 0. Box 07912
Milwaukee, WI 53207-0912

Dear Archbishop,

I am writing to accept the offer of retirement from full time ministry
at age 68. I recently turned 67 and for the sake of the parish and my own
plans, we all need time to adjust to ideas and programs. I am most willing
to continue in a temporary help-out program.

I am asking that this take effect souetime around the end of May of 1993,
I will inform you of other ideas once I know you will accept this time line.

When I responded to the Priest's Personnel Board, I told them that I
was thnking and praying about a decision to accept retirement at 68. Enclosed
ia a copy of what I sent to the priests of the District last month as District
elections came due. On the front side is what was sent to the priests. On
the back side is what was not sent! I wrote a long letter and decided against
sending all of it to the district priests, but kept it for my own review.

1 will attend the meeting being planned for May 4, 1992 from the
invitation by Fr. Tom Venne and ¥r. John Pulice. This will give me more
information on procedures for these plans.

I have been in regular contact with my financial adviser with my I.R.A.
program, Jim Schults. I am receiving some Social Security since I reached

65 because my annual income is below the level set by them. I will receive
a good amount from this each month, when I go on full time unemployed!

Sincerely yours,

S

Don Peters

ADOMO020410



Sarnt CLeEmeNT's Parisn House
SRR e
SHEBOYGAN, WISCONSIN 53081 -4199

March 13, 1992

To my priest co-workers in District 9,

Please do not enter my name as the district representative. T will
not accept. Thank you for letting me serve you as secretary and this interim
appointment as representative.

It is good 1to have this job rotate. It is good to learn about the Church
at different levels. I hear there might be two applicants, Thank you!

I will be 67 the end of March 1992, therefore 68 in another year. I
have written the "Personnel Board" that I am seriously praying and thinking
about accepting the Archbishop's offer to retire at 68, I expect to be
released of variochial duties in May/June 1993. I will accept "help-out"
situations, but will not be available always during a year. As of this
writing I am waiting to hear whether this will be acceptable to the powers
that be!

Oremus pro invicen,

ADOM020411



Several things have been happening in my life in the past couple of
years. Some are very personal, and others indicate to me that the body is
not responding as quickly as it used to - that the mind is not as alert.
Some things have happensd not just to me, but in many avenues of life itself
that I cannot control, but have affected my attitudes and outlook., I am
ready to accept some kind of retirement program. I do not want another full
time assignment.

I have worked over the years very hard for the parish to which I have
been assigned. I have given a lot of thought and leadership to various
situations in the parishes. Of my 42 years in the priestly work, two of
these were in Hales Corners at St. Mary. Two were at Catholic Memorial in
Waukesha. About seven years were at St. Patrick in Fond du Lac. The balance
of the years were spent in Sheboygan District. All of these were good
enrichiching experiences.

I have accepted District challenges and tried to offer questions and
ideas that will help the end result for parish, district, and Archdiocesan
Church. Some of them have not always worked as I might have wanted, but
they have brought about a result that has made programs and situations much
better. Some of you {(and prissts gone from the district) have helped me
be realistic about projects. I accepted priestly work outside the parish
as recreation and hobby. These have been a great way to relax and yet
accomplish positive contacts in the lives of others.

These are thoughts as I am writing. I want to share these thoughts
with you. I want to thank you who are pow in the District and those who
have come through the District over the many years for the great priestly
work that has been done.

ADOMO020412



April 17,2002

Archbishop Weakland
Archdiocese of Milwaukee
3501 South Lake Drive
Milwaukee, W]. 53207

Dear Reverend Weakland:

1 write this letter with the liope that you will understand that the cvents of 43 years
ag0 will be forever etched in my mind and thar it has just been the last 10 ycars of my life
that I have been able to discuss this openly and candidly.

‘Wiien I was 1S5 years of agc Fr. Donald Peters of Sheboygan befriended me,
and during tha{ time period aund ag I recall on 3 separate occasions Fr. Peters manipulated
me into believing that his discussions with e as they relate to my sexuality were proper and
that he had my best interest in mind.

He convinced me (o expose my genitals to him at which time he engaged in fondling

me along with showing me slides of young teenagers in various stages of dress to incJude full
nudity. These incldents took place at“ cottage. -belng Fr. Peters dad.

It is my hope that you, even though you are retiring along with your staff and felow
professionals do everything humanly possible to repair the damage done to so many.

1 thank you for you in advance for taking the time to listen to me.

ADOMO032405
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DEePARTMENT FOR Human RESQURCES

April 23, 2002

Dear M [

Archbishop R. Weakland has asked me to respond to your letter. I am the director of
Project Benjamin, a program of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee to bring healing, truth and
justice to issues of sexual abuse within the Church, and a licensed psychologist.

Because Father Donald Peters is not known to us already as someone who offended
against minors, it is important that I talk with you to start a detailed investigation,
Obviously sexual abuse should not have occurred, and 1 hope you realize clearly that you
were not in any way responsible. I understand that you have felt shame and it is difficult
1o talk about these events. As a result of our conversation, we would confront Father
Peters, who is now retired, with these allegations. It is important that he face his actions
and the harm he has done. We can also discuss how you life has been affected and it
some outpatient psychotherapy would be helpful 10 you, this therapy would be paid for
by Project Benjamin.

Please call me at 4114-769-3436, so that we can set up a mutually convenient time to
talk.

Thank you for taking this first step to report what happened. I know it took a lot of
courage.

M& Kw&4¢,

Barbara Reinke, Ph.D.
Director, Project Benjamin

BR:saz

c: Archbishop R. Weakland

3501 South Lake Drive, PO. Box 070912, Milwaukee, WI 53207-0912
PHONE: (4#14)769-3300 » Fax: (414)769-3408 » E-Malt: humanresoutces@.

ADOMO032406
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ARCHDIOCESE $f#{OF MIWAUKEE

METROPOLITAN TRIBUNAL

August 29, 2005

Most Reverend Angelo Amato, SDB

Congregation for the Docirine of the Faith
- Piazza del S. Uffizio 11

00193 Rome, Italy

Your Excellency:

Axchbishop Dolan recently prepared for your review a request for voluntary
laicization by Reverend Donald Peters. Two additional items for consideration have
arisen since the case was submitted. Archbishop Dolan requests that this material be
added to the case fle. : :

A copy of the police invéstigation from Jﬁly 2002 has been obtained. The minimal
admissjons that were provxded to the Vicar for Clergy at that time are expahded in thls
report A copy of the report is enclosed.

s ' ‘While Father Peters denie$ any sexual contact with minors in the Boy Scouts, we
have had a report sirface that states the contrary. Mr. [N has informed

- the Archdiocese of Milwaukee that, while he himself was never abused by Father Peters,
he observed such abuse of another adolescent at a Boy Scout camp. He came forward to
resolve his own guilt at never having reported this abuse and, therefore, having possibly
exposed others to abuse. Appropriate pastoral outreach has been offeréd to Mr.

I B¢ was unable to provide the name of the-adolescent male. Since he has no

potential for personal gain in coming forward, his report is deemed to be credible and

‘non-suspect.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Sincgrely yours in Christ,

Very Reverend Zau]A{artmann
Judicial Vicar

3501 South Lake Drive, O, Box 070912, Milwaukee, W1 53207-0912
ProwE: (41497693300 » Fax: (414)769-3310 » E-Man: wibunal@archmit org » WER STE: www archimil.org

ADOM039891
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OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP

August 8, 2005

Most Reverend Angelo Amato, SDB
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
Piazza del S. Uffizio 11

00193 Rome, Italy

Your Excellency:

In accord with the norms of Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela, I am submitting for
your consideration the case of a priest of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. Reverend
Donald Peters has been accused of acts of sexual abuse of minors. The summary of these
allegations 1s enclosed. Father Peters has admitted that a number of these acts of sexual
assault occinred.

As we have reviewed the various files, it would appear that the original problem
would date back to the 1960’s and 1970°s. While there is record of a formal notification
of a problem in 1992, the anonymous nature of the report made it difftcult to address.
Father was informed of the report but he said he did not know to what it referred.

However, a closer review of correspondence from that period may reveal
otherwise. In 1971 Archbishop William Cousins received a lefter from Father Peters in
which he makes reference to the need for a speedy transfer of assignment as
recommended by Auxiliary Bishop Leo Brust as “the prudent way” given circumstances.
A second note was sent to Bishop Brust from Father Peters stating that nothing should be
committed to writing and no letter sent to those concemed. Archbishop Cousins
transferred Father Peters to 2 new assignment a month later.

From the vantage point of hindsight, it would appear that this correspondence
indicates that some inappropriate behavior had occurred at that time. Bishop Brust was
the person who handled such matters and the usual response was 1o quietly see that the
priest left his place of assignment.

When confronted with the allegations in 2002, Father Peters spontaneously
admutted that there were incidents of sexual contact with minors in his past. He made this
declaration to the investigating civil authorities and to the Vicar for Clergy. On that basis,
Father was placed under precept not to exercise any public ministry. In 2004, as part of
the attempt to bring resolution this situation, again Father Peters admitted that there were
two or three others who might come forward. His dating of those incidents of sexual
contact corresponds to the letters and mid-year change of assignment in 1971, Given the
number of years that Father Peters was actively.involved in the Boy Scouts, there is every
reason to believe that additional victims may come forward.

3501 South Lake Drive, PO. Box 070912, Milwaukee, WI 53207-0912
PHONE: (414)769-3497 + WeR SITE: www.archmil.org

ADOMO039902
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Most Reverend Angelo Amato
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith

page 2

In the years since it was first issued, the precept has remained in place. [ am of the
opinion that the matter needs more concrete resolution. Given his age, I had proposed that
Father Peters agree to live a life of prayer and penance while remaining under precept. He
bas been considering that option but knows that to do so would mean he would not have
free reign to travel and live elsewhere in another diocese for six or more months of the
year. He would need to remain in the Milwaukee Archdiocese to be monitored. He has
been in consultation with two different canon Jawyers. He has now concluded that he
would rather be free to travel than to remain in the clerical state, He is choosing to seek
voluntary laicization and his petition is enclosed. I have been assured by his present
canonical advisor that this decision is being made freely and that he has been given
sufficient counsel to make such a decision. This has not been a hasty or sudden
judgement. The Archdiocese of Milwaukee has paid for the services of a canonical
advisor for him.

While it would have been my preference that he choose the first option given, a
life of prayer and penance, he is unwilling to accept the conditions that would accompany
that possibility. Given the legal liabilities, another diocese is not going to agree to
monitor a priest for whom they have no responsibility. I regret that Father Peters has
chosen as he has but I respect his right to do so.

Father Peters receives his full pension and will continue to do so since it is a
qualified self-contributory plan. He owns a home in Wisconsin and one in Florida.
Should his petition be granted, the Archdiocese of Milwaukee will establish a fund from

which he can draw any resources needed for additional health needs not covered by his
insurance.

I look forward to your response in this matter.

With sentiments of deepest esteem, I am,

Sincerely yours in Christ,
T 1 Cowd % ‘
Most Reverend Timothy M. Dolan
Archbishop of Milwaukee

ADOMO039903



CONGREGATION FOR THE DOCTRINE OF THE FAITH

Prof. N.: 249/05

Father Donald R. Peters, a presbyter of this Archdiocese, has humbly petitioned for a
dispensation from all the obligations connected with sacred ordination.

Our Most Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI
On the 6™ day of October, 2007

Having heard the opinion of his Eminence and Most Reverend Prefect of this Congregation, has granted
the request of the presbyter for the good of the Church, but with the following provisions:

1. The rescript of the dispensation, being made known by the competent Ordinary to the
petitioner as soon as possible:

a) becomes effective from the moment of the notification,

b) inseparably includes a dispensation from sacred celibacy and, at the same time, loss
of the clerical state. The petitioner never has the right lo separate those iwo
elements, that is, o accept the first and refiuse the second;

¢) if the petitioner is a religious, the rescrip! also grants a dispensation from the vows.
d) indeed, further, it carries with it, insofar as it is necessary, absolution from censures.

2. Notification of the dispensation can be made to the petitioner either personally, or
through one delegated by the same Ordinary, or through an ecclesiastical notary, or by
“registered mail.” The Ordinary ought to retain one copy (of the rescript) duly signed by
the petitioner in testimony of his reception of the rescript of the dispensation, and also
of his acceptance of its regulations.

3. Notice of the granting of the dispensation is 1o be inscribed in the baptismal register of
the Petitioner’s parish.

4. With regard to the celebration of a canonical marriage, the norms set down in The Code
of Canon Law must be applied. The Ordinary, however, should take care that the
matter be discreetly handled without pomp or external display.

5. The ecclesiastical authority, to whom it belongs to notify the petitioner concerning the
rescript, should eamestly exhort him to take part in the life of the People of God, in a
manner consonant with his new mode of living, to give edification, and thus to show
himsclf a most loving son of the Church. At the same tune, however, he should be
informed of the following points:

a) the dispensed presbyter automatically loses the rights proper to the clerical state, as
well as ecclesiastical dignities and offices; he is no longer bound by the other
obligations connected with the clerical state;

ADOMO039919



b) he remains excluded jfrom the exercise of the sacred ministry, with the exception of
those functions mentioned in canons 976 and 986, §2. and, as a result, he may not
give a homily nor is he able to hold a directive office in the pastoral field nor to
exercise the function of parochial administrator;

c) similarly, he may not discharge any function in seminavies and in equivalent
institutions. In other institutions of higher studies, which are in any way whatever
dependent upon ecclesiastical authority, he may not exercise the function of director,

d) also, in those institutions of higher studies which are not dependent upon
ecclesiastical authority, he may not teach any discipline which is properly
theological or closely connected with the same;

e) on the other hand, in institutions of lower studies, which are dependent upon
ecclesiastical authority, he may not exercise the function of leaching a discipline
Which is properly theological. A dispensed presbyter is held by the same rule in
teaching Religion in an institution of the same kind not depepdent upon
ecclesiastical authority;

6. The Ordinary is to take care, as much as possible, lest the dispensed presbyter exhibits
scandal to the faithful. Also, if there js present a danger of abuse of minors, the Ordinary afler the
fact of the dispensation may also publish the canonical cause.

7. Al an opportune time, the competent Ordinary is to send a brief report to the
Congregation on his completion of the notification, and, finally, if there should be any wondermenl
on the part of the faithful, he is to provide 2 prudent explanation.

All things to the contrary notwithstanding.
From the Offices of the Congregation, the 6th day of October in the year 2007,

/s/ William Cardinal LEVADA
Prefect

/s/ Angel AMATO, SDB
Titular Archbishop of Silensis
Secretary
Date of notification:

/s/ Is!
Signature of petitioner as sign of acceptance Signature of Ordinary (Delegate)

ADOM039920
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OFFICEOF THE ARCHBISHOP

January 4, 1999

Sister Lucy Vazquez OP, Chancellor
Diocese of Orlando

Orlando FL 32802-1800
Dear Sister Lucy,

Recently you wrote me asking me to fill out a form concerning Father Don Peters,
a retired priest of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee.

In the twenty-one years that I have been Bishop here in Milwaukee there have
been no complaints about any current behavior on his part. Back about 1992, however,
when we had our first pedophilia scandals break out in Milwaukee, we did get several
phone calls from men in their thirties who claimed that something had happened back
when they were teenagers and Father Peters was involved in the Scout movement. None
of these people were willing, though, to come forward or even give us their names. 1
judge there were probably two people who contacted the Chancery at that time. We
were never able to follow up on the allegations and they have remained always out there
unsubstantiated.

I did not simply want to fill out the form you sent, Sister, and felt it would be best
that I mention to you the situation of the past. I am more than willing to do whatever
you request to be of help on this ~ if you want me to talk to Father Peters again or to
have him come to the Chancery there in Orlando.

I hope all goes well. Many blessings.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

Most Reverend Rembert G. Weakland, O.5.B.
Archbishop of Milwaukee

3501 South Lake Drive. PO. Box 07912
Milwaukee, W153207-0012 -(414)769-3497
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OFFICE OF AUXILIARY BISHOP

November 30, 1999

Rev. Donald A. Peters
S 2 TS

Lakeland, Florida 33804-1245
Dear Father Peters:

Subsequent to our conversation earlier this fall regarding the
renewal of faculties, I had the opportunity to discuss the gquestion
with Archbishop Weakland and Fr. Joseph Hornacek, as well as Dr.
Cusack from the Chancery in order to proceed in a proper fashion
for all parties concerned.

Since the Archbishop has indicated a willingness to make
adjustments as requested, ! now write to ask that you yourself
initiate a letter seeking the extension of priestly facultiss for your
current situation in retirement. Upon receiving such a reguest, for
the records, a response will be sent with an indication of a revised
granting of faculties.

I trust that this will be a sign of new beginnings as the new
millennium approaches and express my sincere thanks for your spirit
of coopereation and patience in pursuing the question as raised.

Sincerely in Christ Risen,

Most Reverend Richard J. Sklba
Auxiliary Bishop of Milwaukee

RJIS/rt

3501 South Lake Drive, Q. Box 07912
Milwaukee, W153207-0912 -(414)769-3486

. ADOMO045681
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December 27, 1999

Most Reverend Norbert M. Dorsey
Diocese of Orlando

Orlando, FL. 32802
Dear Bishop Dorsey,

I understand that Father Donald Peters, one of our retired priests, is restding in
Orlando and wishes to be available to assist at parishes as needed. He is requesting your
authorization to do so.

I can attest that Father Peters i8 a priest in good standing in the Archdiocese of
Milwaukee. He has the full exercise of all faculties here in the Archdiocese. I have never
had any reason to limit his ministry. He has never had any canonical penalties imposed
upon him,

In the interest of full candor and disclosure, T do need to tell you that there was
once an anonymous phone call alleging sexual improprieties on Father’s part. Father
denies any such activity. A full investigation on our part surfaced no substantiation of this
claim and we have no concerns in this regard. He was never removed from ministry or
restricted in his exercise of faculties. I do not believe that Father Peters poses any threat
to anyone.

I hope this information is helpful to you and that you will be able to make use of
Father Peters’ services in some way.
With every best wish for a blessed Christmas season, 1 am,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Rembert G. Weakland, O.S.B.
Archbishop of Milwaukee

ADOMO045685
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June 15, 2002

Mr. Robert J. Wells
District Attorney

615 N. 6™ Street
Sheboygan, WI 53081

Dear Mr. Wells,

As we indicated in previous correspondence, we will be turning over to your office any
reports of alleged sexual abuse by priests that may have occurred in your county. I am
enclosing an intake report in such a matter for your review. The actual site of the alleged
incident may not be in your jurisdiction but Father was assigned in Sheboygan al the fime
it occurred. The alleged incident involves a priest who is now retired. I have reviewed our
files and find that there had been one previous allegation from an anonymous caller.
Father was confronted and denied any such behavior. We were not able to do any follow-
up contact with the alleged victim, as there was no identity revealed. We do not know if
this is the same person or not. We have not informed Father that this report is being sent
to your office.

Thank you for your assistance and cooperation. If you need anything further, please do

not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Barbara Anne Cusack
Chancellor

3501 South Lake Dnve, PO. Box 070912, Milwaukee, W1 53207-0912
PHONE: (414)769-3340 * Fax: (414)769-3408 « E-MarL: chancery@archmil.org * Wes sive: www.zrchmilorg
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134,

Peters, Donald

On Wednesday, March 5, 1986 I was approached by Donr in the context
of confirmation at his parish concerning his hope to become an
associate within the next year, hopefully in Florida rather than
in the Archdiocese. His health is good. I suggested the need for
him to stay at St. Clement's for a while as a bridge until the
time when 2 Spanish-speaking priestc might be appointed pastor in
order to bring the two communities together. I promised to
explore the matter at Don's request.

RJS

v

669. Donald Peters
Oon November 4, 1992 District Attorney James Friach reported an
anonymous phone call from a slow speaking, somewhat confused
gentleman who called the District Attorney at home claiming some
inappropriate behavior 30 years ago by Don. The allegation wae 20
confused and without specifics and as a result the District Attorney
wanted to inform ues of the matter in order to maintain good
communications. I called Dop to learn that he was away and left a
megsage indicating I wished to speak with him.

The District Attorney, upon my inquiry, stated that he loat his

election and we agreed that this was probably the result of the

negative and incomplete information presented by Channel 12.
RJS

620. Donald Peters
On Satuxday, November 7, 1992 1 briefly spoke with Don to alert him
to the anonymous allegation received in Sheboygan.

RJS

738. Donald Peters .
on December 3, 1992 Don called asking if any further information had

been received regarding the anonymous allegation. I stated that no
additional conversation had occurred and told him he could continue
planning to be absent for a vacation after Christmas.

RJS

260, Donald Peters
On May 3, 1994 I epoke with Don Peters who has been requested to

serve for approximataly two months at the Philmont Scout Ranch in the
Diocese of Santa Fe, New Mexico and who requested a letter to
Rrchbiehop Sheehan to the effect that there were no accusations in
the past. On reviewing the aspeciflic letter request, I wrote to Don
indicating that it probably would not be wise to puraue this
particular endeavor and asking that he withdraw his name from the
list of potential Chaplains for that group.

RJS

223. Donald Peters

On May 4, 1999 in the context of the Priest Assembly I was
approached by Fr. Donald Peters who reported that the Diocese of
Orlando, Florida had abruptly terminated all his priestly faculties
in January, 1898 on the basis of lack of endorsement from the
Archdiocese of Milwaukee. Since I do not know the full picture,
except for phone conversations, I suggested that we meet sometime
this Summer in order to discuss the complete history and make some
judgments about current faculties.

RJS
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540.  Don Peters
June 19, 2002 Don Peters is called by Vicar after conferral with Bishop Sklba and his

request to concclehra(L:[ﬁ@f{’-’;ﬂ;ﬁrf—; ~ : funeral is denied. JFH

590.  Don Peters
June 28, 2002 Don Peters notifies Vicar that on 6/27 he returned home with his sister to
find his house ransacked and his computer and hard drive removed by the sheriff of
Sheboygan County who had & search warrant for same after the D.A. ordered this action.
He states he admitted 3 additional incidents of sexual abuse to the D.A, or sheriff when
asked about this. The D.A. and sheriff held a press conference about this on 6/28. Don is
told not to give any info to any media and 1o obtain a civil lawyer immediately.

Vicar calls Don on 7/1 to check up on how he's coping and tatks at length to Don’s
sister, —Nhose husband died 11 years ago, is organist for St. Peter Claver,
Sheboygan, and for Mary Quecen of the Universe during winter months. She reports Don
1s meeting with attorney Richard Hahn and she was most grateful for the Vicar’s call.

. - JFH
457. Donald Peters

On June 28, 2002 in the midst of a meeting with the Internal
Communication Committee we learned of a press conference at the
Sheboygan Sheriff’s office regarding allegations and a search of Don’s
house by civil authorities seeking evidence of misconduct. The sequence
of his history was reviewed for the sake of J. Topczewski and possible
press comments.

RJS
-469. Donald Peters

On July 1, 2002 I had a telephone conversation with Sheboygan District
Attorney, Robert Wells, who wanted to send some confidential material
by FAX and who expressed his great appreciation for the earlier work of
Fr. Dan Sanders in Sheboygan, as well as the cooperation received last
week from Barbara Ann Cusack in the Chancery.

RJS

483. Donald Peters
On July 6, 2002 I spoke with Fr. Don Peters by telephone in order to
inquire how he was doing and to offer prayerful support.
RJS
724.  Don Peters
August 7, 2002 Don Peters writes Vicar and includes pertinent articles from news media
re several questions about his future. He was not prepared for the shocking ingrusion
which took place when civil authorities broke into his home. He plans to return to
Florida end of October or early November '02. He will be on senior retreat August 20-22
and have lefl eye cataract surgery early in September. JFH
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Reverend Donald Peters

The following information was obtained from the file of Reverend Donald Russell
Anthony Peters, provided by the Archdiocese of Mitwaukee, 3501 S. Lake Dr.,
Milwaukee, WI.

Reverend Peters was an Assistant at St. Clement Church in Sheboygan, WI from 1950
unti] 1960; and at St. Mary’s Church in Hales Comers, WI from 1960 until 1962.
Between 1962 and 1967, Father Peters was an Administrator at St. Patrick’s Church in
Fond du Lac, WT; and between 1967 untit 1967, he was assigned to Catholic Memorial in
Waukesha. Father Peters was a Pastor at St. Patrick’s in Fond du Lac, from 1969 until
1971. In 1971 until 1977, he was a Pastor at St. Mary’s Church in Sheboygan Falls, He
returned to St. Clement Church in Sheboygan, W1 in 1977. Father Peters retired in 1992
at the age of 68, after 42 years.

In November, 1992, an anonymous phone call reported a sexual abuse against Father
Peters that occurred in 1959-1960. The abuse occurred at a lake cottage in Cascade, W1,
owned by the Reverend’s father. Father Peters denied any sexual activity occurred.

In 2002, Sheboygan County Sheriff Department served a search warrant at the home of
Reverend Peters, seizing bis computer. During questioning, Father Peters admitted to
molesting the victim three times in his father’s cottage in Cascade, WI; and to three
additional incidents of inappropriate sexual behavior with minors in the ‘60°s. No
incriminating evidence was found on the computer, and it was returned.
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ARCHDIOCESE -I- OF MIIWAUKEE

DEPARTMENT FOR CLERGY

July 18, 2005 i 1 & ;)_'If'it"f

\hte):

Mr.

Dear Mr. -

Thank you for your recent phone call regarding Father Don Peters. I spoke with Barbara
Anne Cusack regarding any assistance for Father Peters should he decide to seek
voluntary laicization,

T understand that the concern revolves around health care expenses. My understanding 1s
that the archdiocese is willing to give Father Peters a lump sum of maney to establish a
healthcare savings account for use as payment for supplemental health insurance oy
payment of prescription expenses as Father Peters may determine. We would ask Father
Peters to arrange that whatever remains of that lamp sum will revert to the archdiocese
after his death. The amount of money would probably be $10,000.

If you have {urther concemns or questions, please feel free {o contact me at 414-769-3490.
{n the Lord Jesus,

0. s i)

Very Reverend Curt J. Frederick
Vicar for Clergy

C: Don Peters

3501 South Lake Drive, RO, Box 070912, Milwaukee, W1 53207-0912
THONE: (414)769-3484 * E-MaiL: clergy@axchmil.org » Wi siTe: www.archmil.org
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To: Archbishop Dolan

Cc: Father Curt Frederick
From: Barbara Anne Cusack
Re: Father Don Peters

Date: July 12, 2005

Background:
We were prepared to send a petition for involuntary laicization to CDF last Fall. Father

Peters asked Father Curt to watt until his return from Florida when he would consider
voluntary laicization.

Pis advocating on behalf of Father Peters. He is close to convincing him to
select this route. However, the sticking point is health insurance coverage. Father Peters
is wortied about not having the additional coverage the diocese provides to retired pnests
to supplement Medicare. We cannot continue to cover him if he 1s laicized.

Propasal:
Would we consider some moderate “lump sum” amount (perhaps $10,000) that he could

put into a medical savings account to assist his medical needs? We would have him sign
an agreement that this is full and final charitable assistance and that any residual in the
account at the time of his death would revert to the Archdiocese. We will need to consult
with legal counsel that this would not be an excessive entanglement still leaving him too
connected with us.

Is this proposal acceptable to you?

ADOMO045729



Vicar's update

Subject: Vicar's update
Date: Fri, 28 Jun 2002 17:28.00 -0500
From: “Fr. Joe Hornacek" <schweihsk@archmil.org>
To: <schweihsk@archmil.org>

To Archdiocesan Priests, Deacons, Parish Directors:
Deaxr Fathey, Deacon, Parish Director,

Consistent with my previous commitment to try to notify you about any potential media
reports on sexual abuse by one of our clerqgy, T am sending you the following
notification.

Although we understand that th:s information is already circulating in the media, we
did want to inform you of a situation involving a retired priest. The Sheboygan
District Attorney informed us this afternocon that Father Donald Peters has admitted
inappropriate sexual behavior with minors in the 1960's. The sheriff's department in
Sheboygan is investigating this matter and. held a press conference this aftexrnoon to
announce that fact. We had no advance notice that these actions would be taken by the
Sheboygan authorities. Please keep all involved in your prayers.

Father Joseph Hornacek

1of1 7/10/2002 8:49 AM
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Dick — JAN 04 1995 * CHRISTMAS 1994

/5"'(

he "iighlight" of this past year was the Pilgrimaze (o Egypt and lsrael Teb.
18 to Mar S5 with 12 priests directed by Fr. Lauren Wenig who studied in Jerusalem f(or
5 years. We stacted in Cairo but 3 ol us added 2 days to include a trip to Luxor,
Karnak with the valley of the Kings which was most enlightening. The trip by bus ovur
the Suez Canal and through the desert up to the Dead Sea with stays at Beersheva,
Tiberius, and Jerusalem. This was a prayerful journey with opportunities to learn
about the many "Holy Places" to Judaism, Christianity and Moslems. I have wmany pictures
to show when you come to Mulberry, FL, Lake Ellen, WI., or visit you.

This Christmas (Winter Season) finds us (Valerie & me) in Florida again. We don't
know how long we will continue this dual life-style, buL the progression ol physical
and financial things will help us deterauine that.

Valerie spent about 5 wveeks with me up at Lake Elleu, but had co return so that
she could earn money to meet her expenses. The purchase of the Manufactured Home hit
her budger very hard. My help is minimum. She teaches private piano lessons for about
15 people in their homes. Her cravel provides income, but adds to the expenses.

I retyrned to Lake Ellen the week before May 1 and they saved one snow for this
"snow bird" - about 4 inches came on that Saturday - Oh Well!

During my months in the north - I am still sorting and distributing my '"stuff."
1 never realized how much 1 had accumulated until I bad to bring my northern things
together inio one living space. 1 gave a packet of CYO NEWSFRONT — a monthly bulletin
used 1in the Sheboygan Parishes in the 1950's, 60's, and 70's - to the Sheboygaun
Historical Society in Sheboygan Falls.

My Scoub dctivities are being reduced very dramaticnlLl I have turned: 0vc
the, Milvaukee Scout Museum all printed matter from tle several  Jamborees and? Otﬁcr

" of the Arrow Confetences in which [ participated over the yearsllal gédve many " Hooks.

to  the Bay- ~Lakes Camp program center. Many smaller items have!gone’ to Lnd1v1dnals.”;
orHave béen sold. .-The Nationdl Catholic Committee hlSLGrlLal group has Teceived mdnym-.
related items including some from Mag1 Kuvhn ' S "
Now 1 have to. take time to qurt and see what will -happen to my ¢0L19tt]03 of
Disneyanna items. There might be a market for some of these things somep]acg‘ ’,'Vuﬂ&

During my months in the north — I was able to help the priests in tho thboyg
area have vacations by taking rheir place for weekend Masses. A coupja~@f {he plaueﬁ' i
also asked for week-day Masses. This 1is a very interesting exporlence becanbexrfge '
to see the many different ways that parishes conduct liturgies. BUF Lhe be P
is that I don't have to make parish decisions and NO MEETINGS!

During my wonths in the south - 1 have helpud a Little in locaL perthba,bomL
at a County Prison Mass on Saturday evening and at "Mary, Queen of the Universe Shrine"
near Sea World & Disney World in Orlando. Met some St. Clement Parishioners there
on Easter Sunday 1994!

We are willing to help you share the enjoyment of Tourist Places i{ you ever travel

giiis way. However, we do not have enough room to 1imvite you to stay with us.
Accomadations al vrecasonable prices are avgilable at many places!

My prryens For yYev, your D'o)/ """0’ }’O‘ZM/”"’(’)
///7/&/-4:4/7/’ 0/,:447)4
- 2t
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Copy: Father Janickl

ARCHDIOCESE
OF MILWAUKEE

345 NORTH NINETY FIFTH STREET » P.O. BOX Z01B & MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 53201 ¢ PHONE 414/476-210)

OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP

July 19, 1982

VThe Reverend Donald Peters
Sheboygan, Wisconsin 53081
Dear Don,

Recently I had a conversation with Mike Grellinger on the
question of a chaplain to the Boy Scouts. Mike wishes to re-
linquish his present role there and has asked me to name you
as chaplain.

With this letter, then, I formally do so.

May God's blessings be many as you assume this role.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

q_,(z‘n__..!b—\v‘/ (DL>,._J/CJOW

Most Reverend Rembert G. Weakland, O.S.B.
Archbishop of Milwaukee

Copy: Tom Tomaszek
(Chriscian Formation Unit, Youth Ministry)
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134, Petcrs, Donald

669. Donald peters
On Hovember 4, 1992 District Attorney James Frisch reported an
anonymaus phone call from a slow speaking, somewhat confused
gentleman who called tha District Attorney at home claiming sgame
B[JNF’ inappropriate behavior 30 years ago by Don. The allegation was so
DENT,AL confuaed and without spacifics and as a result the Digstrict Attoruney
wanted to inform us of the matter in order to maintain good

communications. I called Don to learn that he was away and left a
medsage indicating I wished to gpeak with him.

690. Donald Peters
On Saturday, November 7, 1992 I briefly spoke with Don to alext him

to the anonymous allegation received in Sheboygan.
RIS

v
738. Donald Peters
On December 3, 1992 Don called asking if any further information had

been received regarding the anonymous allegation. I gtated chat no
additional conversation hsd occurred and told him he could continue

planning to be absent for a vacation after Christmas.

RJS

260 Donald Patere .

‘/22& Donald Peters

AOM SUPP 000024

ADOMO05842(0



“572. Donald Peters
On September 24, 1999 1 finally had the opportunity to sit down with
Father DPeters and to discuss the allegation which surfsced in
November of 1992. We reviewed the fact that the Archdiocese had
received only one singlo, anonymous ecall through the Districet
Attorney of Sheboygen and that nothing further or concrete had
ever been added to the case since that time. Father Peters reported
that he had received a phone call from an official of the Orlando
Diocese on January 11, 1999, indicating that no Sacramental ministry
’ could be exercised there because of lack of positive testimony f{rom
DEN'HAL Milwaukee. I promised to check the Chancery file in order to see if
BUNH there was any information beyond the single notation in the Viear's
office. I also promised to review the status of the matter with the
Archbishop, especially given the fact that he remains with full
faculties from the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. Acknowledging that he
would deal. with adolescents differently today, he had no clear
recollection of inappropriate behavior. He stated that his intention
was to leave Cascade for the winter in Lakeland, Florida on
November 15| 1998. Until that time, his Cascade telephone remained

RJS

Ves1.

Donald Peters

o

Y761, Donald Peters

RJS
422,  Don Peters

May_ 17,2002 Don Peters is contacted by Vicar who reports an allegation came in which
requires a Precept 1o be issued. Vicar allows him 10 concelobratc a funeral on 5/20 at St.
Clement. Sheboygan. Precept will be given 1o him the following day.

JFH

433.  Don Peters

May 21, 2002 Don Peters meets with Vicar to receive the Precept. HE is10ld of the
allegcd sexual abuse which took place in his father’s house in *59 or *60 while he was
Assistant at St Peter Claver, Sheboygan. Don recognizes the name of the victim and
agrees 10 writc the requested Jetter of apology, sending it to the Vicar’s office. He recalls
that in 92 Bishop Skiba notified him of an anonymous allegation made about him to the
Sheboygan DA. Peters retired in ’93. He also reports that Bishop Dorsey of Orlando
wrote to Peters after conferring with Archbishop Weakland about 3 years ago and
forbade Peters Lo excrcise any public ministry in the Orlando Diocese. Vicar updates Dr.
Reinke and Barbara Anne Cusack of this.

JFH
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Select Peters Sexual Abuse Intake Reports

5/2/02 Sexual Abuse Intake Report regarding victim who reported originally in the letter
dated 4/23/02. The survivor alleges abuse by Peters from 1959-1960 when the
survivor was 16 years old and says there were other boys around who may also
have been abused. On three occasions, Peters showed the survivor pictures of
young men partially clothed and fondled the survivor. The survivor also notes that
Peters was heavily involved in the Boy Scouts.
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