
Fr. Vijaya Bhaskar Godugunuru Timeline 
 
1998  Fr. Vijaya Bhaskar Godugunuru ordained a priest of the Diocese of 

Cuddapah, India 
 
June 2003   Higher Studies in Rome, Italy 
 
Summer 2006  Fr. Vijaya Bhaskar Godugunuru came to the United States to Bonifay,  

Florida to work at parish 
 
June 23, 2006   Fr. Vijaya Bhaskar Godugunuru sexually abused Jane Doe. 
 
July 26, 2006   Holmes County Florida charged Fr. Vijay Godugunuru with Lewd and  

Lazcivious Battery, a 2nd degree Felony, for "sexual activity with 
[redacted initials] a person 12 years of age or older, but less than 16 
years of age by fondling her breast with his hand and placed his 
fingers on or/in her vagina"   

 
August 23, 2006  Jane Doe's mother wrote to Pope Benedict XVI.  She stated that Fr.  

Vijaya Bhaskar Godugunuru sexually assaulted her daughter in June of 
2006.  She also told the Pope that Fr. Vijaya Bhaskar Godugunuru was 
doing his studies in Rome and was a priest of the Diocese of 
Cuddapah, India.  Jane Doe's mother asked the Pope to help them. 
 Jane Doe's family received no response. 

 
October 2006   Bishop of Pensacola-Tallahassee emailed Jane Doe's mother that the  

Diocese had "been in direct contact with the Vatican concerning Fr. 
Vijaya and are gathering documents to be sent to them detailing the 
entire incident. The documentation will include the report of the 
psychologist, the sheriff and court documents they will be send to the 
Office in the Vatican which deals with priests who have been accused 
of misconduct, especially when they involve minors.  The Vatican 
Office will in turn do a complete examination of the data and make a 
final disposition concerning the fitness of a priest to continue in 
ministry.  All of this takes place through the office of the Apostolic 
Nuncio in Washington."  (Bishop Richard email to Jane Doe's mother) 

 
February 16, 2007  Fr. Vijay Bhaskar Godugunuru pled no contest to aggravated assault, a 

3rd degree felony.  Required to return to India, undergo counseling, 
and not be in position of leadership over minors for a year. 

 
February 23, 2007   Bishop of Pensacola-Tallahassee wrote to Vatican's congregation of the  

doctrine of faith and provided them with all information on Father Vijay 
Godugunuru.  (Diocese privilege log) 

 
Feb. 2008  Jane Doe files suit against Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee for abuse  

by Fr. Bhaskar 
 
April 2010  Fr. Godugunuru Vijaya Bhaskar listed on Diocese of Montepulicano- 

Chiusi-Pienza website on the clergy roster as being at Nome di Maria in 
Querce al Pino, Italy (the roster states is was last updated May 8, 
2009). 

 



 


