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From: Ralph Bonaccorsi

To: Leah McCluskey
Date: 17252007 7.56:51 AM
Subject: allegation

On Friday,Jan. 19 '07 | received a phone call from-.He expressed a moderate degree of anxiety in
contacting the Assistance Ministry office .

He explained that he got the Vam # from the Arch. website.He expressed that he has been dealing with
his experience of sexual abuse in his youth —

While in the past he felt that he had “deait with and "managed " the issue ,now in his 40's he realizes he

"needs help"aka.therapy or "something".
& I felt he would benefit from a conversation with Dr. Bland. [JJjreadiy

accepted Dr. Bland's contact info.Knowing that Dr. Bland is readily available to situations like this ||
recommended that call "any time", He assured me that he was comfortable to do so. (As of
Monday,Jan.22 Dr. Bland had not received a call fro

The Allegation:-Was not ahsolutely certain of dates but to the best of his recollections he believes
that in 1975 or 76 he was a 7th- §th grade student in St. Mary school ,Lake Farest, ill. and that he was
abused by the then Fr. Robt. Mayer. graduated in 1976 further stated that RM would invite a
group of boys(including [iij to the rectory where on occasion there was group sexual activity

states that for him the abuse "was mild".

Il 4 not describe the abuse,did not name other boys, nor give his last name.

He did express concem for the other boys,
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To: PFR-25
From: Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator

Re: REsPONSE TO [ 1.5 G A 110N OF SEXUAL
MISCONDUCT AGAINST ROBERT E. MAYER JRESIGNED]

Date: November 21, 2006

Present for Conference Call
Mr. Robert Mayer
Rev. Edward Grace, Vicar for Priests
Ms. Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator

Date of Conference Call: October 16, 2006 Time of Meeting: 1:00 pm

Conference Call

Please note that all of Mr. Mayer’s corrections/additions made fo the Qctober 17, 2006
report are italicized and in bold print.

This meeting took place entirely via conference call. PRA arrived at the Vicar for Priests'

Office for the 1:00 pm scheduled meeting. Rev. Edward Grace and PRA then contacted
Mr. Robert Mayer via phone.

PRA began the phone call for thanking Mr. Mayer for his time. When asked by PRA,
Mr. Mayer stated that he did not have any questions or concerns prior to being read I
IR (o qtion against him. PRA did ask Mr. Mayer if he would like a copy
of I i\::ation scnt to him via mail. Mr. Mayer expressed his
understanding that PRA would send him a copy of the report. He was informed that PRA
wanted to epsure that he did wish to receive a copy of the rcport, as some individuals do
not wish to have anything sent to their home. Mr. Mayer then suggested that PRA send
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Page 2

him a copy of_ allegation with the copy of the draft report that would be
written based upon his responses given today [October 16™).

PRA proceeded by rcading_allegation to Mr. Mayer without interruption.

Mr. Maver did not verbalize any response immediately after PRA concluded reading i
i allegation. When PRA said, “Hello?’ Mr. Mayer responded by stating, “I'm

here.” PRA then asked Mr. Mayer if he had any initial responses to the allegation that he
would like to provide.

Fr. Mayer beian bi stat'mi, “I don’t know what to say.” He then began to talk about his

memories of Fr. Mayer stated, “I remember || NEEENERERR s 2 1ough.
feisti character...” He added that based upon the allegation, he could not imagine i

..putting up with that kind of abuse over and over...” as it was described. Mr.

Mayer remarked that _“pursued” the relationship with him over the years,
“because I would believe, that he_ viewed me as a wholesome and caring
person.” Mr. Mayer expressed his recollection that he and I ... wecre on
good terms...” when the two eventually “...drifled apart...” He then remarked, “I don’t
know what else to say.” Mr. Mayer also mentioned that he does not remember some of

the names [of the other boys identified by _ as the time frame of the alleged
abuse was “._.so long ago.”

PRA then asked Mr. Mayer specific questions regarding || EGzGNG@ 21'czation.
When asked, Mr. Mayer stated that he did not run the youth group at St. Mary’s. PRA

clarified for Mr. Mayer that NI did not suggest that he ran the youth group, but
that he was often present at/around such [youth group] functions. When again asked by
PRA, Mr. Mayer stated that he does not remember the youth group and him interacting
with anyone who participated in it as described by

PRA asked Mr. Mayer if he invited the boys to his private quarters in the rectory. Mr.
Mayer stated that he never had minors in his quarters without an adult present. When
asked again about having boys in his private quarters, Mr, Mayer stated that he doesn’t
recall “inviting” minors to his quarters and if they came, it was by self-invitation to a
rectory that had a rep [reputation] of being an “open house.” He added that there
would always be adults around in the rectory, including housekeepers and secretaries.
Mr. Mayer stated that he remembers doors [to clerics’ private quarters] rarely being

closed in the rectory. He mentioned that Fr. Douaire was assigned to St. Mary’s prior to
Fr. Conroy and that he {Fr. Douaire] was “...always there.”

When asked by PRA, Mr. Mayer confirmed that ||| ] »ig/t have been in his

private quarters in the rectory at St. Mary’s and St. Edna’s, but he cannot recall any
specific occasions.

When asked by PRA, Mr. Mayer replied that he never engaged in French kissing with
[or any other male]. Mr. Mayer then remarked that he may have hugged
people, non-sexually, but did not French kiss anyone.
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When asked by PRA, Mr. Mayer strongly responded that he has never suggested or
offered any type of pornography to any minor. Also when asked, Mr. Mayer stated that
he never offered or suggested alcohol or pot to any minor. PRA then asked if any minors

drank alcohol in his presence in his private quarters. Mr. Mayer responded, “No. Not
that [ remember.”

When asked by PRA, Mr. Mayer stated that there was no masturbation [as described by
that took place in either of his private quarters in the rectories or at his

home in Fox Lake. PRA asked Mr. Mayer if there were any backrubs with shirts off or

with all clothing off that took place as described by I IIEENE M:. Maier responded

by stating that he has no recollection of backrubs with

PRA asked Mr. Mayer if [ININBBBB:tayed over night at his home in Fox Lake. Mr.
Mayer responded by stating that he could not recall any specific occasion of IR
staying there overnight, but that it was possible. He then spoke about the

frequency of many people spending time at the home in Fox Lake. He emphasized,
however, that the “home” in question was not his home but a family cottage used

extensively by family members and friends, mosily aduli-aged. “ I cannot recail ever
being there without some adults present.”

Fr. Grace then asked Mr. Mayer if the Fr. Conroy who was mentioned as being assigned
at St. Mary’s with him was Fr. Mike Conroy of the St. Patrick’s Missionary Society. Mr.
Mayer confirmed that was the same Fr. Conroy. He then stated that he had been assigned
to St. Mary’s for approximately two years when Fr. Douaire passed away. As per Mr.
Mayer, Fr. Conroy took Fr. Douaire’s place.

When asked by PRA, Mr. Mayer stated that he did not have any other questions or
comments at this time. Mr. Mayer asked that PRA send him a draft report based upon the

October 16™ conference call and that he would make any changes or corrections at that
time.

Prior to ending the phone call, Mr. Mayer stated that he only remembers “happy days™
withﬂ)Mr. Mayer spokc again of his surprise that if || NNEEEv2s being
abused [as alleged] “...and pef he came back “hundreds” of times?!...it just doesn’t
sound right.” He then remarked, *. ..remembering-f he was abused in any form,
he ] would have gone through the roof...”

PRA thanked Mr. Mayer for his response to || | BBl alegation. Both Fr. Grace
and PRA thanked Mr. Mayer for his time and cooperation. It was agreed that Mr. Mayer
would call Fr, Grace or PRA with any additional questions or concemns.

PRA informed Mr. Mayer that a draft report of his response to ||| -1 1czation
would be mailed to him for his review. It was agreed that Mr. Mayer would then make
any changes/corrections to the draft report and return it to PRA.
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§@&mg;£jﬂ@a- ) /! ] 30 Joe
Robert E. Mayer Date Y

Leah McCluskey, Administrator

i Q) e 12 [ 570 6

Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests Date

Cc: Review Board Members
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests

AOC 001042



Post Office Box 1979
Chicago, DNlinois 60690-1979
1-800-994-6200

Office of Professional Responsibility
Leah R McCluskey, MSW, LSW

Administrator 312-751-5279 (fax)
312-751-5205
Imectuskey@archchicago.org
Patricia J. Zacharias, LCPC, CADC, CEAP
Assistant Administrator
312-867-8793
pzacharias@archchicago.org
MEMORANDUM
To: File — PFR-25
From: Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator@
Re: Mayer, Rev. Robert [Resigned]
Date: September 5, 2006

PRA met with Mr. INNEEEEEEE on August 24, 2006 so that he could formalize his
allegation of sexual misconduct against the former Rev. Robert Mayer. During the
August 24" meeting, Mr. rovided the names of the following individuals who
were minors and present in Fr. Mayer’s private quarters of St. Mary’s rectory where
alleged sexual abuse by the cleric including group masturbation, exposure to

pornography, and access to alcohol had taken place:
I (- -2 - BN

T (s age asHN
I 5o age as IR

W [one or two years younger than [N
B (o (e than

Please note that the spellings of the aforementioned names are not all correct.

Cc:  Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board
- Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
Ralph Bonaccorsi, Office of Assistance Ministry
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To: File — PFR-25 ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGQ
UFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILT®

From: Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administratf@

Re: ROBERT E. MAYER’S [RESIGNED] RESPONSE TO INGTGGN_

ALLEGATION OF SEXUAL MISCONDUCT

Date: January 10, 2006

Date of Meeting: November 21, 2005 Time of Meeting: 1:30 pm

Present at Meeting

Mr. Robert Mayer
Rev. Edward Grace, Vicar for Priests
Ms. Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator

Conference Call

Please note that Mr. Robert Mayer’s additions/corrections to the November 30, 2005
draft report are in bold print and italicized.

This meeting took place entirely via conference call. PRA arrived at the Vicar for Priests'
Office for the 1:30 pm scheduled meeting. Rev. Edward Grace and PRA then contacted
Mr. Robert Mayer via phone.

PRA began the phone call for thanking Mr. Mayer for his time. PRA then referenced
$1100 Sexual Abuse of Minors: Policies for Education, Prevention, Assistance to Victims
and Procedures for Determination of Fitness for Ministry, a copy of which Mr. Mayer
had been provided in the past. Mr. Mayer was directed to the policies and procedures and
specifically called his aftention to policy 1104.3.6.2, advising him of his right to request
to address the independent Review Board in connections with an allegation of sexual
misconduct with a minor made against him.
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When asked by PRA, Mr. Mayer stated that he did not have any questions or concerns
prior to being read* allegation against him._However, Mr. Mayer did
state that he does not have any recollection of a_

PRA proceeded by reading _ allegation to Mr. Mayer without interruption.

Mr. Mayer began his response by stating that the name does “ring a bell” for him.
However, Mr. Mayer stated that he has no recollection of a and that there
was no abuse that took place as alleged.

When asked by PRA, Mr. Mayer stated that he has a vague recollection of the name

but that he does not have any recollection of @ - or any association with
him.

When asked by PRA, Mr. Mayer stated that he did teach CCD to “fhigh school] seniors.”
Also when asked, Mr. Mayer stated that the CCD classes took place in the basement of
the rectory. Mr. Mayer stated that he does not remember when he taught the CCD
classes, yet he “doubts” that he taught the classes for longer than one year. When asked,
Mr. Mayer stated that the kids in his CCD class were seniors, both bays and girls, from
Lake Forest High School. Also when asked, Mr. Mayer stated that the CCD classes took
place in the evenings.

Referring to -allegaiion, PRA asked Mr. Mayer about a “groovy lounge” that
may have been located in the rectory. Mr. Mayer described his sitting room as a “tiny

little room™ that was located next to his bedroom. He stated that his bedroom was “even
smaller” and was only big enough to fit a fwin bed and a burcau. Mr. Mayer described
the rectory at St. Mary’s as “close confines™ and that all of the priests lived in close
proximity to each other. As per Mr. Mayer, the pastor “had the front roonm.”

When asked by Fr. Grace, Mr. Mayer stated that the rectory consisted of three floors. As
per Mr. Mayer, the basement of the rectory had been “fixed up” for meetings and that the
second floor consisted of the pastor’s room, an associate’s room, and his room. Mr,
Mayer stated that he had a love seat and a chair in his sitting room. When asked, Mr.
Mayer stated that he never had any altar boys up in his room. When asked by PRA, Mr.
Mayer stated that he may have had older boys and girls up int his quarters who
occasionally were all either juniors or sentors in high school or college age. He
[frequently entertained adult parishioners.

When asked by PRA, Mr. Mayer stated that it was true that the rectory was “...kind of an
open house to all parishioners...” at the time. Mr. Mayer stated that the pastor
“...always had his golf buddies and friends visiting...” As per Mr. Mayer, Rev. Jim
Brett was the pastor at the time and Fr. Douaire passed away while they were both at St.
Mary’s. According to Archdiocesan Archives, Rev. Richard James Douaire was assigned
to St. Mary’s in Riverdale from July 13, 1954 to July 6, 1957. Fr. Douaire passed away
on September 21, 1975 while assigned to St. Mary’s in Lake Forest. Rev. Art Douaire
was ordained in 1931 and retired from active ministry in 1976 from St. Cyprian parish in
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River Grove. Fr. Art Douatre is also deceased. Fr. Mayer was assigned to St. Mary’s in
Lake Forest from June 11, 1975 through fune 1981.

When asked by PRA, Mr. Mayer stated that there were two entrances to the rectory. One
entrance was through the kitchen area and the other entrance was located in the front of
the building. When asked, Mr. Mayer stated that the secretary remained at the rectory
until approximately 9:00 pm.

When asked by PRA, Mr. Mayer stated that he did arrange basketball games to take place
at St. Mary’s, as it was “...a way to get everyone fogether again...” Mr. Mayer stated
that he would occasionally invite “friends™ from his former parish St. Barnabus to play
basketball, as well as other men who were home from college on breaks/vacations.

When asked by P Mr. Mayer stated that he did not provide alcohol or pornography as
alleged b Also when asked, Mr. Mayer stated that he “aiways had a
personal rule” that anyone “...underage could only visit him with a group...” Mr. Mayer
stated that he never saw people “one on one” if they were underage.

PRA thanked Mr. Mayer for his response to _allegation. Both Fr. Grace and
PRA thanked Mr. Mayer for his time and cooperation.

ot e vz

Robert E. Mayer U Date

g [0,

Date !
iz S A o 1/ 75/0 4
Rév. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests Date

Ce:  Review Board Members

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
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MEMORANDUM Fax: (312) 751-5279

www.archchicago.otg,

To: File — PFR-25

From: Review Board Meeting

Re: Mayer, Rev. Robert (Resigned) [ N EEEEER
Date: August 20, 2005

A summary of the discussion from the Professional Responsibility Review Board Meeting on August
20, 2005:

The Review Board conducted an Initial Review of the allegation made by _
The allegation is as foliows: Fr. Mayer provided beer, cigarettes, marijuana, pornography; Fr.
Mayer masturbated in front of i and the other boys, as well as had all participate in
group masturbation [circle jerks]; Fr. Mayer kissed I}l or. the lips numerous times and
other abuse included oral sex, digital [finger] penetration; conservative estimate by

is that abuse took place 3-4 times per week from the time he was 13-24 years old.

Ina 7-0 vote in light of the information presented, the Review Board recommended that this
matter warrants additional investigation. The Board also requested the following information:

. That PRA determine from a review of the Vicar for Priest file if Fr. Mayer ever
participated in a psychological/psychiatric evaluation and/or if he ever participated in
therapy.

. That PRA ask Archdiocesan Legal Services if there is any other information in their files
on_testimony concerping past case[s] against Fr. Mayer.
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To: File — PFR-25
From: Leah MeCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator C
Re: RESPONSE TO ALLEGATION OF SEXUAL MISCONDUCT AGAINST

REV. ROBERT E. MAYER [RESIGNED] MADE BY

Date: July 21, 2005
Date of Meeting: June 10, 2605 Time of Meeting: 10:30 am
Present at Meeting

Mr. Robert E. Mayer
Ms. Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility
Rev. Edward Grace, Vicar for Priests

Face-to-Face Meeting

Rev. Edward Grace and PRA traveled to Mundelein Seminary for the 10:30 am scheduled

meeting. Fr. Grace and PRA arrived just prior to Mr. Mayer, who arrived on time for the
scheduled appointment.

After introductions were made, PRA provided Mr. Mayer with basic information regarding the
Office of Professional Responsibility and the process of an individual coming forward to
formalize an allegation against a cleric of the Archdiocese of Chicago. PRA provided Mr.
Mayer with a copy of that allegation that _formalized against him.

When asked by PRA, Mr. Mayer indicated that he did not have any initial guestions or concerns

regarding the Review Board process surrounding the allegation to be read to him. PRA then
proceeded by readingﬁallegation in its entirety.

Please nole that all corrections/additions made to the June 29, 2005 report by Mr. Mayer are
italicized and in bold print.
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Mr. Mayer’s initial response to [IEJMEBBBEEE :1cgation was that he was “...absolutely
stunned.”

Mr. Mayer stated that he was “...baffled...” He informed Fr. Grace and PRA that he “...has no
recollection of any personal abuse or molestation with

”

Fr. Grace asked Mr. Mayer if he would describe his relationship with [N N 3R s <great.”
Mr. Mayer responded that by the time he was in college and an adult, the two had
a“...great friendship.” As per Mr. Mayer, ‘

H..” He added that he never saw ...as much as he

claimed.”

Fr. Grace asked Mr. Mayer if he and | have had a “.. . falling out...” in recent years.
Mr. Mayer replied that as far as he knew, they had not.

Referring to the time period of the alleged abuse, Mr. Mayer stated that | NN s
“...around frequently.” Mr. Mayer confirmed that he did have coekouts on occasion with il
I other boys where discussions would take place as stated in the allegation.

However, Mr. Mayer stated that these dinner parties and discussions did not take place “...until
they iand the other boys] were older.” Mr. Mayer stated that ke doesn’t recall
cookouts at any of the rectories, but that he did cook at his cottage.

In response to Mr. Mayer’s commentis about _ Fr. Grace asked him for his thoughts
on whyj I might change his feelings towards him and/or “...make an about face.”
Mr. Mayer implied that he was not certain as to why.

PRA then asked Mr. Mayer if he could answer some clarification questions, to which he agreed.
PRA specifically asked Mr. Mayer about | BB 2! g2tion that he {Mr. Mayer] provided
him and other minor boys with alcohol, pot, and pornography. Mr. Mayer thought for a moment
and replied, “...I don’t recall offering anything of the sori.”

PRA then asked Mr. Mayer specificatly aboutj BB Vegations of mesturbation and

other types of sexual abuse [see report]. Mr. Mayer replied, “That he is totally in the dark about
such accusations.”

PRA and Fr. Grace thanked Mr. Mayer for his time and for his responses to _
allegation. It was agreed that PRA would forward a copy of a draft response based upon the
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June 10, 2005 meeting. Mr. Mayer will then review the draft and make any corrections
necessary prior to returning it to PRA.

LA s Vil 2 f/és’

Robert E. Mayer ¢ Date (’7 /
Wﬁ%@ww 2slos
Leah McCluskey, Administrator < \ Date
e ~ £~ -~
T £/ 5/05
Rev. Edward 1. Grace, Vicar for Priests Date ’ ’

Cc: Review Board Members
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
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To: PFR-25 0CT 2 6 2004
From: Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrat@:e 3:‘ g:glgggls;uﬁ%}élg:gﬁ?smlun
Re: ROBERT E. MAYER’S [RESIGNED] RESPONSE TO

ALLEGATION OF SEXUAL MISCONDUCT MADE BY
I

Date: October 3, 2004

Date of Meeting: September 29, 2004 Time of Meeting: 11:00am

Present at Meeting
Mr. Robert Mayer
Ms. Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator
Rev. Edward Grace, Vicar for Priests

Conference Call

This meeting took place entirely via conference call. PRA arrived at the Vicar for Priests'
Office for the 11:00am scheduled meeting. PRA and Rev. Edward Grace then contacted
Mr. Robert Mayer via phone.

After introductions were made, PRA asked Mr. Mayer if he was interested in having a
copy of 1100 Sexual Abuse of Minors: Policies for Education, Prevention, Assistance (o
Victims and Procedures for Determination of Fitness for Ministry sent to him via mail.
PRA also offered to provide him with a brief verbal explanation for the process of the
Office of Professional Responsibility receiving an allegation of sexual misconduct of a
minor by a cleric. Mr. Mayer declined PRA's offer for the aforementioned information at
this time. When asked by PRA, Mr. Mayer stated that he did not have any questions or
concerns prior to being read | NGNGEGEGEGEGEGE - c-tion 2g2i0st him.

PRA proceeded by reading |- ccation to Mr. Mayer without interruption.
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When asked by PRA, Mr. Mayer responded by stating, "...1 have no recollection
whatever [of] or his name." Mr. Mayer repeated that he has no
recollection [of whatsoever,

Mr. Mayer stated that he categorically denies that he did anything abusive "...to this
individual

Mr. Mayer was then provided with PRA's contact information in the event that he may
have questions or concerns to share in the future.

Prior to ending the phone call, Mr. Mayer stated, "I'm stunned [wi_
allegation]."

PRA thanked Mr. Mayer for his response to_allegation. Both Fr. Grace
and PRA thanked Mr. Mayer for his time and cooperation.

PRA informed Mr. Mayer that a draft report of his response to _ allegation

would be mailed to him for his review. It was agreed that Mr. Mayer would then make
any corrections to the draft report and return it to PRA.

(el o 10/0/y ¢

Robert E. Mayer v Date
F@;///MC%D(@U\, 10[25 |04
Lédh McCluskey, Administrator Date

By Fln 00 g Y/
Foy Cdis L i FE SR E Sy
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests Date 4 /

Ce: Review Board Members

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal’s Delegate to the Review Board
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOCIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

Memo to File

From: Rev. Patrick O0'Malley
Date: 10/17/94

Re: Robert Mayer

Although Mayer is no longer an Archdiocesan priest, I called
his attorney, Mr. Pat Tuite, to ask how his case was going.
A week or so ago, Mayer's conviction was re-affirmed and his
petition for re-trial denied. At this time Mayer will push
it no further. After the gubernatorial elections, they will
arrange to have him go to the penal institution. According
to Tuite he should be eligible for work release as soon as
possible. Mayer has a three year term and should probably
get out on work release after one year.
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VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINC!S 60611

Off: {312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

Memo to File

From: Rev. Patrick O'Malley
Date: 2/12/93

Re: Rohert Mayer

Cardinal Bernardin and I went to visit Robert Mayer on a
pastoral visit at his residence. The Cardinal extended his
sympathies to Bob and promised his prayers. He also asked if
he could in some way contact Bob's parents and Bob agreed
that that would be a good thing to do. We briefly talked
about needing to move him if he gets his stay pending appeal.
We made no allusion to whether we would go bond for Bob if
that comes up. This is a question that we have not talked
about. The Cardinal will visit with Bob's parents. The
Cardinal also asked Bob if it would be all right if I stayed
as his liaison if, in fact, he will go to prison. Bob said
he would like that. While it was a sad meeting, it seemed to

be somewhat of a healing one if I were to judge Bob's
response.

Bob mentioned to the Cardinal that he's had many offers to
write his story. The offers include a good deal of money.
He asked for some guidance from the Archdiocese. The

Cardinal said he would get hj
i tter.
he just expresse o me a common understanding

that Bob is very much concerned about his future and money
right now. His earning power is limited and this might be
one way that he could get some mohey.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

Memo to File

From: Rev. Andrew McDonagh
Date: 1/3/93

Re: Robert Mayer

This memo will conc nversation I had on January 2,
1993 with Wof Lake Forest (#).
i<, by her own admission, an old friend of Fr.
Robert Mayer and she contacted Bishop Gorman and said that
she wanted to tell her long story to someone, s0 she talked
briefly to Fr. 0'MalleyMrned her over to me. I was

prepared to go to visit . However, at the moment it

seems that the telephone conversation that we had yesterday
was sufficient.

telling me that at one time Fr. Maye ered to
marry but decided against it because waas not
able to have any children. Evidently their friendship began
while Fr. Mayer was an associate in the Lake Forest parish

at St. Mar When Mayer was in St. Stephen's in Des
Plaines, took up residence in that area so tha e
could be close ii Fr. Mayer and also work wiih him,

She has maintained contact with Fr. Mayer throughout the
yvears. It seems that Fr. Mayer does not seem to want to have
much contact with her as of late. She would really like to
talk to him and she would like to write to him at his present
address. I toeld her that I did not know his present address
and I told her I did not know whether or not I would be able
to tell her that but I would be back in contact with her
after I talked to Fr. O0'Malley about this situation. TI just
wanted to make a report on this telephone conversation with
She seemed to be satisfied with the conversation.

She took my phone number down and said she would feel free to
call me in the future.

After this, Fr. McDonagh spoke to Fr. Mayer, and that report
is elsewhere.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

Memo

To: Rev. Thomas Paprocki
From: Rev. Patrick O'Malley
Date: 12/23/92

Re: Robert Mayver

In a telephone conversation on 12/23/92, Thomas Paprocki,
John Canary and I spoke about a meeting we will have with
Robert Mayer on Dec. 30 to discuss the future. Mayer at
first said he wouldn't go along with this and then upon a
call from Paprocki, who explained that we needed to bring
these questions up and would like him to be a participant, he
did say he would be there. He has the option of bringing
someone as counsel.

These are some of the issues that may arise.

1. If Mayer is immediately sentenced and sent off to jail or
assigned to work release, how do we deal with that in terms

of his remaining a priest, his benefits, his salary, his roonm
and board?

2. If Mayer is put on some kind of probation, what is the
role of the Archdiocese in that probation? Will we be the
ones on to watch over him? If so, will we keep him at his
present place or find another spot for him?

3. If Mayer is given probation but it is not necessary for
us to watch over him, how should we handle that?

4. No matter what happens to him on the civil level, when
should we institute some kind of canonical proceeding and how
should that begin? Is there an alternative to a canonical
process - e.g. voluntary resignation?

5. There is a possibility of an appeal. This might take from
6 mos. to 2 yrs.

These are some of the questions that pop into mind as we move
towards this meeting on Wednesday. One of the things we were
also speaking about was the possibility of working up an
arrangement in which, in return for Mayexr's voluntary
resignation from priesthood, we might help him in some way.
Should we open this particular aspect of the dialogue or
encourage Mayer to be the first to broach resignation.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Oft: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

Rev,

May 13, 1992

Robert Mayer

1402 West Harrilison
Chicago, Illinois 60607

Dear Bob,

I toock your requests to the Advisory Board this past

week and this is what they advised me to report back tec you.

1.

With regard to the courses at the University of Illinois,
they also agreed that you could do that but the courses
would have to be graduate courses. If they are under-

graduate courses, then you will have to check back with
me.

You asked if you might be able to visit the homes of your
friends and the people in your support group. At this
time you are still i1n a pretty high profile position and
the Advisory Board felt that you would be able to go out
with your friends from your support group individually,
but that you must go to a restaurant and that restaurant
nust be somevhere 1n the downtown area. They do not want
you going back to the parishes to which you previocusly
belonged nor to individual homes at this time.

Regarding your request to go to the cottage over the
weekend, the Advisory Board was very reluctant about this
since the cottage was actually the site of those original
charges back at St. Edna's. Whatever happened up there
at the cottage, the media and #’have certainly
focussed on it as a place where some 1ngs were not
right. It would not take much for word to get around
that you were up there on weekends. The Advisory Board
did feel however that you could have time with your
parents on occasion. So theydecided that once a month,
in June, July and August, on a Sunday, you could go up
there when your family is up there and only with your
family. You would pick out the particular Sunday and you

would make you were observing the protocol of
the tself.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
VICAR FOR PRIESTS
645 NOHTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Off: (312) 642-1837
Fax: (312) 642-4933

Mayer, 5/12/%92 Page 2

4. With regard to the Joyce Brothers Moving and Storage
bill, since as you pointed out, there was some lack of
clarity early on as to whe would assume responsibility
for that, we will continue to do so.

5. I think that Tom Paprocki will be getting in touch with

you to ask you to sign that form about payment of the
lawyers.

If you have any questions about these actions,
please call me at 312~-642~1837.

Fraternally yours,

Rev. Patrick O'Malley
Vicar for Priests
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tTEdna Church
Office of the Pastor

2525 N. Arlington Heights Road
Arlington Heights, IL, 60004
(708) 392-9700

May 11, 1992

To: Pat 0'Malley
From: John Hurley
Subject: Meeting wit

is the parent of one of the boys who was at Bob Mayer's cottage
in Fox Lake on the day in 1982 on which Bob Mayer was accused of misbehavior.
Her son's name is- Illllvas & bit upset that you had not called her back
recently, and so she asked to come in to see me. The following are comments
she made.

The Church just overlooked me and probably others when you (John Hurley) came
in 1983. The Church seemed to cover over everything.

Had to stop because it was

I think Father Mayer is sick.

1

I do not wish Father Mayer bad things, but whenever I hear his name mentioned
I am hurt. I have in my heart that he may have done something to

- I am still worried about- He was just growing up when all this went on.

- -has stayed in a relationship with Father Mayer all along. He received a

letter from him at Christmas this vear.

He never talks about
Bob Mayer or the related situation to us, his parents.

~ The rest of the family always wanted me to keep quiet about the situation.
Don't talk abkout a priest that way, they said. Don't bring it up again.

- I do not need to see Father 0'Malley now.
- I wish the Archdiocese had done something to help Father Mayer ten years ago

and not ignore the situation. How many other things did he do during those
ten years?
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ARCHDIQCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLABK STREET, SUITE 311
CHICAGO, ILLINQIS 60610

Off: (312). é42-1837 10: File (P. 0'Malley)
DATE: Feb. 29, 1992
RE: . Bob Mayer

1. I had lunch with Bob Mayer on Feb. 28, 1992, just to keep in contact.
Bob had four things he wanted to discuss. First, he wanted to know about
Marty Hagarty. Joe Fitzharris called him and s touting Marty Hagarty as
a great guy, a guy that one can really talk to. However, Bob has mis-
givings since Marty gave a full page statement to the State!'

about him. Bob knows that Marty had been in touch with W

Is he the guy to be in touch with Joe Fitzharris?

2. Second, Bob has begun to
He had a question about whether 1 mebody out from

and to

e contract and so forth is. Bob says he's already done this. He
thinks that I could do it or somebody 1ike af,‘ouw do it just as
well. T will look into this. It seems to have some merit. He reminded me
that we are supposed to review the protocol as of the end of February. He
would like to be able to go out after supper rather than after breakfast.
He would 1ike to be able to visit friends' homes. He would 1ike to be able
to go to the barbershop, a store or a restaurant with someone else. He
would also like to be able to have more than one visitor at a time. It is
difficult for some people to come down there at night. They are afraid.

3. Fourth, Bob went over the —report. He knows thatllvas

at the parish and has given a three-page statement to the
State's Attorney about Bob comj im. Bob totally and categoricaily
denies anything. He says that was a very disturbed person who
pushed himself on Bob rather than the opposite. He seems to be holding up.
It was a good idea to have lunch.
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TO: Fr. O'Malley
Vicar For Priests

FROM: ;Eq Sr. Joy Clough
DATE: k March 5, 1992
RE: Fr. Mayer Case

Yesterday a reporter asked me if I knew anything about
or could provide any background on a [JJJNNNEEEE. the reporter
identified this person as a defrocked priest (not of Chicago) and
convicted child molester who had gone with Fr. Hayer and children
from St. 0dilo to Fr. Mayer's cottage. I said I'd never heard the
name and couldn't provide anything.

I felt that you and the advisory committee should be
apprised of this inquiry....and the "information"™ that's flocating out
there. I leave it to you to inform others as appropriate.

The reporter was Art Levine, a freelancer who calls
periodically on the issue of priest pedophilia because he's
constantly updating his story on the issue in the hopes of selling it
to some magazine or newspaper. Art is a former staffer at U.S. News

and World Report; he originally developed the story for them but they
never used it.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610

Off: (312) 642-1837 TO:  File (P. 0'Malley)
DATE: Jan. 24, 1992
RE:  Bob Mayer

iIIiIIIIII||||||||||||||||IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII||||||||||||||||IIII'IIIIIIII|
2. It was agreed that Bob Kealy would present the demands of the Archidocese in
a way that we hoped Bob would be able to accept. My role would have been to main-

tain some quiet, but be there to speak either on Bob‘s behalf or on behalf of the
Archidocese if that was called for.

3.

Bob
was not opposed to the restrictions but he did want some claritication. te es-

pecially wanted clarification from the Cardinal in writing of what his future is
in the Archdiocese or in the priesthood. I think this is a reasonable demand and
I told him even before the meeting that I would speak to the Cardinal and ask him
to write Bob a letter outlining what the Cardinal considers his future to be.

4. Bob felt that if with this in hand he could begin to explore some of the op-
tions that are open to him. Bob Kealy told him that the Archdiocese withdrew its
offer of Dec. 13 to assist with the legal fees up front. Bob apparently never
saw that letter, which had been sent to his lawyer, Patrick Tuite. Bob was also
told that he would be responsible for his legal debts in the future. The Arch-
diocese might help him with a loan to pay them off initially, but he was to con-
sider this a loan and consider his own responsibility for paying back that loan.

5. When he was mentioning this, Bob Kealy also included the idea that he had to
pay Bob Mayer's reply was on target. He said that the Arch-
diocese

. | ———

6. As far as the legal fees go, Bob Mayer said that we had hired Tuite for him.
I pointed out to Bob Mayer that on the day we found out that the State's Attorpey
was going to level charges at him, I called him in Washington and counseled him
to get himself a lawyer. He asked who could he get and I suggested three names.
He chose Pat Tuite. According to Bob's memory, he had no choice. We were the
ones who assigned Pat Tuite to him.

7. Ray Goedert was standing next to me at the phone when I made that offer,
At any rate, I can see where Bob could have misunderstood. I therefore think .
that the Archdiocese is on for legal fees that have been so far incurred. When

AQOC 001062



172492, R. Mayer Page 2

Bob Mayer learned that the Archidocese would not be taking on the expenses for
a lawyer, he admitted that he could not afford Pat Tuite. We said that we would
meet with him and the lawyers on this matter.

8. m Bob Kealy gave him a form asking him to fill it
out describing completely his financial assets at this time. Bob Mayer indi-

cated that his assets are totally tied in to his family, his mother and father
and his brother and sister.

9.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311
CHICAGO, ILLINQIS 60610

Off: (312) 642-1837 T0:  File (P. O'Malley)
DATE: Jan. 22, 1992

RE: Robert Mayer

1. I talked to Bob Mayer today. Bob is upset about what has been happening
to him since he got back from_ I told him that [ would pick him up
tomorrow morning and we would go over to the I said we would

clarify whatever is necessary tomorrow morning about the rules under which he
would be 1iving.

2. Bob told me that on Tuesday morning when the arraignment was held, he was met
by a woman reporter, he does not know who it was, perhaps Mary Ann Ahearn. "She
asked him, is it true that priests are being held against their will at this time.

Bob said that wasn't true. He intimated that that could be a problem if it ever
got out.

3. I told Bob that at this time it would be less of a problem for us than if peo-

ple thought they were walking around without any supervision whatever. At any
rate, we will try to iron out the difficulties this coming Thursday morning at
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STATE OF ILLINOIS )

) S§S.
COUNTY OF COCK )

The prpcEMBER, - 1991 Grand Jury of the
Circuit Court of Cook County.

The Grand Jurors chosen, selected, and sworn, in and for the County
of Cook, in the State of Illinois, in the name and by the authority of
the People of the State of Illinois, upon their caths present that on
or about JANUARY 2, 1991 and continuing on through FEBRUARY 3, 1991
at and within the County of Cook

ROBERT MAYER

committed the offense of AGGRAVATED CRIMINAL SEXUAL ABUSE

in that HE, A PERSON AT LEAST 5 YEARS OLDER THAN

_ COMMITTED AN ACT OF SEXUAL
conoucr uron (GG

TO WIT: CONTACT BETWEEN

roert Maver's zanDps on [N

VAGINA FOR THE PURPOSE OF SEXUAL GRATIFICATION

or arousat or roserr Marer ano [N
WAS A PERSON AT LEAST 13 YEARS OF AGE BUT UNDER 17
YEARS OF AGE,

IN VIOLATION OF CHAPTER 38, SECTION 12-16(D)

OF THE ILLINOIS REVISED STATUTES 1989 AS

AMENDED, AND

contrary to the Statute, and against the peace and dignity of the same
People of the State of Illinois.

Charge ID Code 7519
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The Grand Jurors chosen, selected, and sworn, in and for the County
of Cook, in the State of Illinois, in the name and by the authority of
the People of the State of Illinois, upon their oaths aforesaid present
that on or about JANUARY 2, 1991 and continuing on through
FEBRUARY 3, 1991 at and within the County of Cook

ROBERT MAYER

committed the offense of AGGRAVATED CRIMINAL SEXUAL ABUSE

in that HE, A PERSON AT LEAST 5 YEARS OLDER THAN

CONDUCT UPON

COMMITTED AN ACT OF SEXUAL

TO. WIT: CONTACT BETWEEN

rosert maver's manos on NG

BREASTS FOR THE PURPOSE OF SEXUAIL GRATIFICATION

OR AROUSAL OF ROBERT MAYER AND _

WAS A PERSON AT LEAST 13 YEARS OF AGE BUT UNDER 17

YEARS OF AGE,

IN VIOLATION OF CHAPTER 38, SECTION 12-16(D)
OF THE ILLINOIS REVISED STATUTES 1989 AS
AMENDED, AND

contrary to the Statute, and against the peace and dignity of the same
People of the State of Illinois.

Charge ID Code 7519
AURELIA PUCINSKI, CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
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The Grand Jurors chosen, selected, and sworn, in and for the County
of Cook, in the State of Illinois, in the name and by the authority of
the People of the State of Illinois, upon their ocaths aforesaid present
that on or about JANUARY 2, 1991 and continuing on through
FEBRUARY 3, 1991 at and within the County of Cook

ROBERT MAYER

committed the offense of AGGRAVATED CRIMINAIL SEXUAL ABUSE

in that HE, COMMITTED AN ACT OF SEXUAL CONDUCT UPON

avo sozeeo (v ror =z

PURPOSE OF SEXUAL GRATIFICATION OR AROUSAL OF
ROBERT MAYER AND _ WAS AT

LEAST 13 YEARS OF AGE BUT UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE
WHEN THE ACT WAS COMMITTED, AND ROBERT MAYER HELD
A POSITION OF TRUST, AUTHORITY OR SUPERVISION IN
RELATION '1‘0_

IN VIOLATION OF CHAPTER 38, SECTION 12-16-F

OF THE ILLINOIS REVISED STATUTES 1989 AS

AMENDED, AND

contrary to the Statute, and against the peace and dignity of the same
People of the State of Illinois.

Charge ID Code 7525
AURELIA PUCINSKI, CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK CQOUNTY, ILLINOIS
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The Grand Jurors chosen, selected, and sworn, in and for the County
of Cook, in the State of Illinois, in the name and by the authority of
the People of the State of Illinois, upen their oaths aforesaid present
that on or about JANUARY 2, 1991 and continuing on through
FEBRUARY 3, 1991 at and within the County of Cook

ROBERT MAYER

committed the offense of AGGRAVATED CRIMINAL SEXUAL ABUSE

in that HE, COMMITTED AN ACT OF SEXUAL CONDUCT UPON

I 70 WIT: ROBERT MAYER'S
zanos on [ :::::s

Ao rozazD [ = -» s ror mu:

PURPOSE OF SEXUAL GRATIFICATION OR AROUSAL OF
RoBERT MavER AND [ s 2r
LEAST 13 YEARS OF AGE BUT UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE
WHEN THE ACT WAS COMMITTED, AND ROBERT MAYER HELD
A POSITION OF TRUST, AUTHORITY OR SUPERVISION IN
RELATION TO I

IN VIOLATION OF CHAPTER 38, SECTION 12-16-F

OF THE ILLINOIS REVISED STATUTES 1989 AS

AMENDED, AND -1 N

N2
w4

contrary to the Statute, and against the peace and dignity of the same
People of the State of Illinois.

Charge ID Code 7525
AURELIA PUCINSKI, CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
BOO NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE v
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610

Off. (312) 642-1837 TO: Rev. Patrick 0'Malley
FROM: Bp. Raymond Goedert
DATE: Nov. 29, 1991

RE: Robert Mayer

1. As you know, I was present at St. Edna's last Sunday, Nov. 24, at which
time we spoke to the group, including and#. After the public
session, one of the ladies came up to ivately and spoke about her close
friend, I . B v:s the other parent who had been directly involved
in the litigation back in 1982. This friend of her said that iwas badly
hurt by everything and she wondered if I wo e able to do something to
help her. I asked her if she would contact and see whether [Jj would be
willing to open the door to let us speak to her.

2. This other woman, whose first name is M, but I don't recall her Tast name,
must have jvered the message, as I received a phone call fromi on Friday
Nov. 29. telephone number is ||| Ve had a very pleasant con-
versation. There is no doubt about it, she was hurt just as badly as was |

» particularly at the way in which the diocese dealt with them. The
bottom line for today is a plea to the Church to just be honest with them.
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November 4, 1991

Dear -:

Thank you for your recent letter to me regarding Church
personnel and allegations of the sexual abuse of children.

After reading your letter, I took the liberty of forwarding it
to the members of my newly formed special Commission and to the
Advisory Committee which works with the Vicar for Priests.

Please be assured that I am addressing your concexns.
With cordial good wishes, 1 remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Archbishop of Chicago
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Meeting at St. Odilo
10/22/1991

With parents of freshmen and the young men and women themselves.
About 11 girls and 18 boys, along with 25 families.

Present: Goedert, McDonaugh, Bonaccorsi, Guccione, Sr. Margaret Farley, Drs.
craddock, Leone, Gardner, Jim Sands, Gail Wolfe, Fr. Peter Cyscon, Kim
Dunleavy (Principal), POM

The group met beforehand at supper in the rectory to plan its approach.

The meeting began at 7:00 PM. Fr. Cyscon opened with a prayer and introduced
POM. POM told how this meeting had come about, and why we were here tonight.
He also explained that the parents at the previous school meeting had
suggested that a common presentation would be made to all. Then the boys and
girls would be split vp to work with a trained facilitator. The parents
would stay in the main room to ask questions of the Bishop. Then Dr. <Crad-
dock and DPr. Gardner would help them deal with their feelings.

Bishop Goedert's presentation was shorter than at the previous meeting, and
was a compassionate and open statement. It lasted about five minutes. No CC

parents or children from last year's Confirmation class were there though
they had been invited.

Once the children had gone, the parents began to gquestion the Bishop. The
tone was angry and the gquestions centered around the question of how we

could have sent Mayer there in the first place. Why 4id we place him under a
condition and then not monitor it.

One man said the Cardinal was responsible and he should be there +to
apologize and explain. The people were alsc upset because of the apparent
cover—-up when the final decision to remove was made.

Then a mother (JJJM) expressed her disgust at the graphic nature of Mayer's
sex instructions to the boys. His "17 names for a penis®, his description of
how homosexuals made love. Also why Mayer was left alone in the classroom to
teach the kids. The teachers and principal are not to blame.

The tone of the meeting remained angry until Dr. Gardner arose and began to
address the parents' reactions. She described the normal behaviors and
reactions that parents would be feeling. She stressed their normality. She
then helped the parents face the guesticns their children might ke bringing
forward and how they might help their kids express and deal with these
concerns.

Dr. Craddock then spoke of the children's questions and normal range of
reactions. She reassured the parents that these reactions - as varied as
they would be - are all normal. She told them that young people at that age
were Jjust growing in their sexuality and that they normally had homosexual
and heterosexual thoughts. These normal thoughts might now be considered to
be bad. She told the parents not to be afraid to be honest with their kids,
to watch for "code words", to set up "code words" so that the kids weould be

clear when they wanted to talk and so that the parents would grasp the need
to talk about often embarrassing topics.
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Dr. Craddock described specifically the normal range of kids' reactions -
anxiety, anger, nightmares, stomacheaches, "numbing"”. Their anger could be
addressed at parents (for not protecting them), at those who made this
known, at anyone who brings forth more specific charges and keeps this
investigation going on. They may worry about their own sexuality.

How can parents help? 1It's a thin line between allowing them to talk at
their own pace and time - and pushing them to talk. The kids' need to talk
may not correspond to the parents' need to be helpful.

One parent said she had talked to her kid when the whole thing broke back in
the summer and he had somethings. But once the latest round of meetings had

started, they talked again and he revealed more. How do they find out what
went on exactly?

Carol <Craddock said that they may never know fully what went on. But that
parents should c¢reate a climate in which the children will feel free to
talk. What about letting their counsellors know at the various high schools.
This was dealt with when the kids came back into the group.

The parents said: What will the Archdiocese do now?

We broke about B8:10 for ten minutes and then came back together with the
kids.

1. Ralph Bonaccorsi summarized the boys discussion in broad strokes. These
were some of the items:

- There was a sense of betrayal in both groups {the boys were in two

groups). Also wonderment that Mayer could have been appointed there
with his previous record.

St. Odilos has had two problem pastors now.

- Anger at rumors floating arcund, students were being singled out as being
from Odilo's and they were embarrassed about this.

- The boys wanted their folks to know they had done nothing wwrong. They
want the rumors of misconduct and their participation to stop. They are
sure they will.

Some of Mayer's actions were funny, weird. He had Playboy around - though
he wouldn't let them see it.

The girls didn't know what to believe, angry, saddened, feeling of being
fooled,

Sal Guccione spoke then and told how the boys hade made him promise to say
to the parents that the rumors about what went on at the cottage were untrue
and the kids would be willing to get up to state that,

Later, Sal told us that, in his group, the boys said that the boy whom Fr.
Mayer had kissed on the face I ¢id not come

ﬁ. He also said that, at the cottage, the boys slept on the floor, and
at one point Mayer invited one of the boys to sleep in his bed next to
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Mayer. The boys said no - no force was involved. Also at the cottage, there
was a Fr. Slade (according to the boys) who spent an hour in private with
Mayer while the boys were ocutside. On the phone 10/21/91, Mayer told POM
that Fr. Hurlbert had been the male at the cottage. There is some confusion
here. It needs to be checked out.

Jill Gardner then got up and told the kids what the parents' concerns were.
She encouraged openness among children and parents. The parents wanted to

respect the kids' privacy but also wanted to assure them that they can talk
about it.

Then the guestion was proposed: where should we go now? Should we inform
different schools to be on the alert. The kids didn't think s0 and this was

left to the families themselves. {One boy later came to Sal and asked him to
inform his counsellor at [N .)

Three boys then came forward and stood to answer parent’'s concerns. They
explained about the vividness of the sex instructions and how they were
shocked that a priest would be so blunt. Mayer never threatened them in any
way. They expressed amazement that a priest would be so blunt.

A man arose and said that their children had values instilled in them from
their parents. All agreed.

Meantime, a girl had brought out an accusation against Mayer saying that he
had tried to touch her impurely when they were alone in the rectory and she
was taking private tutoring from him for Confirmation. She was guite upset
about this. The counsellors got together with her Mother, with the Bishop
and with Fr. McDonaugh as the meeting was proceeding (from 8:20 PM on). The
girl wanted to tell the whole group so that if others were hiding things,
they could bring them out. The implication seems to be that things happened
to others as well. The counsellors advised the Mother and child that this
would Y»e a very difficult thing to do emoticnally and might set the girl up
for later recriminations.

The Mother and the girl insisted on going ahead however. So as the meeting
was winding down with some closing words from Fr. Cyscon, Jill Gardner asked
everybod to stay a bit longer. After a short break, Dr. Wolf, the girl

and he r came to the mike. Dr. Wolf helped express some
parts of what ﬂwanted to say -~ she kept checking with the girl and
her mother as she expressed their thoughts and feelings.

The girl had said (to the group) that something had happened to her in the
rectory; she had gotten up and left. She was scared to say anything and
thought people might blame her if she didn't say something. Her concern that
someone else might have shared such an experience forced her +to come
forward.

, the girl said (as nearly as I could make out) “""even tho he was a
priest, he touched me (-). {I want others to know) he did it to me too.
They weren't the only ones.

It was an emotion filled moment. Parents immediately began to express
support and concern for the girl and Mother. This was something unexpected.
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One lady said: What can we do to help? Jill said that they should be very
supportive of her willingness to speak out. If your kid comes forward, don't
be angry at them. They did nothing wrong.

F from St. Edna's was there, stood up and said the girl had
ally vindicated her from all these years past.

POM stood and told_ she was a good person and nocone can say she
isn't.

Out of this came a feeling that it would be good to hold another such
meeting. All seemed to agree. Kill reiterated that the healing power was
here with these wonderful young people and with the people.

Ray Goedert got up and expressed for all present our shock - and he said how
sick he felt about the whole thing. He simply and profoundly apologized.
There was almost applause for him.

We stayed around +till everyone had left. Different people approached
different staff members with variocus concerns. The kids stayed around and
supported _ and the boys who had spoken. There was an open tone
about that part of the meeting. Carla Ponte and the Mother and girl went to
the principal's office to call the DCFS Hotline and lodge a complaint,

In our post-meeting debriefing, we talked out the experience. Then we
planned the next children/parent meeting for Oct. 30th. That letter will go
out thru the school office.

At the meeting on Wdnesday night, we will tell what happened and then

process the peoples' responses. Then we will propose that we read a letter
at all Masses Sunday from the Cardinal explaining all that has happened.
Some of us would be available to talk to the people afterwards.

Kim Dunleavy will be asked to keep us in touch as to whether we need another
meeting with school parents. Carol said we have to give special attention
to the parents and children who were at the cottage. If no allegations come
forward, they will be reported +to DCFS Hotline. There will be an
investigation probably of all the children. <Could we have it at the school
for convenience and to be around to offer help? ***Ask - about doing
it this way.

F Mother was put in contact with _. We broke up at

PM.

In all this a letter of special thanks ought to be sent to Peter Cyscon and
Kim Dunleavy whose school is undergoing evaluation starting today.

In our round-up after the meeting, we
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The entire staff met after the meeting over in the rectory with Fr. Cyscon, all but
Andy McDonagh, and we talked about our next steps. Everybody aired their perceptions
of the meeting and most felt it was pretty positive but very, very difficult and a very,
very serious and deep meeting.

Then we decided we would meet again with the parents of the freshmen and the freshmen
themselves on Wednesday, Oct. 30. That's the day that Andy and I will be in Washington.
We will not need to be present, nor will Ray. Dr. Carol Craddock will handle that
meeting and Ralph Bonacoursi will chair it.

We talked then about what we should do to inform the rest of the parish. This is what
we decided:

1} On Wednesday night when we meet the leadership we will explain to
them what has happened, why we are where we're at. Ray will make that presentation,
Jil} Gardner will be there to facilitate the meeting.

2) We will then suggest to the people that we read a letter from the
Cardinal at every Mass on this coming Sunday, explaining what has happened totally
and completely. We would have people there present after Mass for people to interact
with.

It was thought that we would ask the leadership to provide coffee and if that is going

to be available we will try to enlist their help tonight. We should probably have a copy
of the letter that should be read placed in every bulletin so that people may take home
with them a copy of this letter. There is a good chance, of course, that this Tetter
would eventually be published, so it needs to be very carefully expressed and spoken.

The suggestion was that the Cardinal write this letter. One man at the meeting even
suggested that the Cardinal come out and "face the music®™. I am willing to present the
letter but others should be present there with me to answer questions afterwards. They

should not be counselors so much as diocesan officials, those who are seen to represent
the Cardinal.

We broke up at about 11:00.
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~ct. 23, 1991
St. 0dilo Parish
Meeting with Parish Leadership

Present: Jill Gardiner, Ralph Bonaccorsi, McDonagh, Goedert, Jakubowski
Gorman, Cyscon, Mulvihill, Dunleavy, POM

From the parish, the following groups were represented: A & R Society,
Scouts, Pastoral Council, School Board, Finance Committee, Parents' Club,

Ushers, Music Ministry, Ministry of Care, Eucharistic Ministers, DRE, Youth
Ministry.

Again Peter Cyscon led off with prayer and introduced POM, who introduced
the panel and the first speaker B. Goedert. Ray gave substantially the same
statement as on Tuesday night, then gquestions were entertained.

First question was fromm brother of—, Priests.
Said he was a lieutenant wi ate Police, member of Pastoral Council. In a
way he set the tone for the meeting - positive for the most part with
emphasis on avoiding our unhelpful procedures in the future. Later Jill

-Gardiner was to characterize the meeting as sad rather than angry - though
some people were obviously still angry and hurt.

He asked: What will the Diocese do to avoid this kind of fiasce in the
future - what are your procedures? He said that the attempt to cover up was
an insult and, at least, some people should have had information - both
about Mayer's background and when removal took place.

He then asked what we were doing to inform good priests and to shore up
their self esteem. We spoke of this meeting, the task forces to be formed,
the talk to fourth year seminarians on 10/28 and other initiatives.

confided to me at the break that he was determined this meeting would
be positive yet truthful. He wanted to do what he could to assure soemthing
good wculd come from it.

Another question from an older man: Why did we hear it from the media, from

others and not from our own newspaper? Again the issue of silence was spoken
to.

Jill Gardiner (wrongly introduced as Gail by POM) then spoke about what
happens when this kind of situation happens. She spoke of people's upheaval,
of the range of normal reactions. Some of it predictable, some of not so.
She went on to validate their reactions. She spoke of emotionality of
reactions, the variety of reactions, how this trauma can trigger past
traumas in their lives, the volatile nature of people's reactions.

She indicated there would be much ambivalence - especially among leadership.
Some people found Mayer a wonderful and helpful person. (This regard for
Mayer also surfaced in one-to-ones at the break.) Jill then talked about
what could be helpful to the people. She called for people to accept their
feelings and the feelings of others. She said information, and plans for
moving forward are important. 5So also prayers, returning to good "business

as usual" routines, respect for all varieties of reactions, seeking approp-
riate help.
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Jill concluded reminding people that there was a tremendous power for hea-
ling within the Odilo community itself. She told the people they were key
people in that healing.

More questions:

One man indicated he himself had been abused and accused wrongly as a
younger person. He had sympathy for Mayer and had been almost threatened by
a person recently when he was accused of defending "that man" meaning Mayer.
He wanted to know if others had been bothered besides the one young man who
came forward. Jill explained about the young girl at Tuesday night's meeting
and Ray explained about the original accusation that triggered the removal.
Ray also mentioned concerns that had surfaced in small groups on the pre-
vious night but were not reported out for understandable reasons.

I W :ocio of oy not knowing the
circumstances of Mayer's problem and restrictions put her in a very vulnera-

ble spot - especially vis a vis the children. She was controlled but angry
and frustrated.

A man on the Finance Committee said that the parish had been hurt by this.
People would not c¢ome to Church, <c¢hildren would not enter school, the

financial picture would be worsened. What would the diccese do to bail out
the parish?

Ray Goedert answered that the school is being evaluated and is doing a very
good job. It will grow. He said the diocese through the Vicar and Vicar of
priests will continue to monitor the parish situation and try to be of help
to Peter and leadership until it's no longer necessary.

Someone asked if the parish might be sued. Ray explained that that would not
happen. Andy McD. spoke to the feelings he was picking up and he explained
how the diccese'’s ability tc deal with situations around sexual abuse is
just growing - he used the AA experience of 25 years ago as a paradigm.

In the break, one young man from the youth ministry privately expressed
great anger at the group for knocking Mayer. For him, Mayer had been an
entry back to the Church. He was angry and said he was through with the
Church now. Several of the vouth ministry team seemed to share this
supportive feeling for Mayer.

After the break, more questions: Any real proof that he was guilty of the
charges! We went over them again. How far back do the allegations against
Mayer go? Ray explained the 1982 situation.

One woman, obviously emotional and still angry, said that this was the third
meeting she had attended and she was still so enraged at the diocese for
sending in a man under a mandate without supervision.

Then POM introduced the possibility of informing the rest of the parish. He
talked about a letter being read at all Masses this coming weekend from the
Cardinal, with the opportunity for further information and feedback
afterwards in the school hall. A young man said the Cardinal himself should

come out, not B. Gorman. Gorman said we would inform the CTardinal of that
sentiment,
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Once again — intervened and said that the Cardinal's coming
would occasion a media circus and the primary reason for the meeting =~ the
dispensing of information - would be lost. He suggested Gorman come this
weekend, information be given - and then at a later date, the Cardinal
should be invited in to give his input. Most of the people found this
approach to be acceptable ~ especially the sympathetic older people. The
crowd was not unanimous in this, but seemed to favor it over other options.

One man asked whether help would be available for individual parishioners
who had been psychically hurt by what had happened. We assured him it would.
An older lady from the A & R table said the Cardinal should tape a message
to the people Sunday. Another man suggested a TV program by the Cardinal to
the Archdiocese in general, but which would also cover 0dilo's problem.

, said the Cardinal should have a big
meeting with all the people invited. Peter Cyscon took an active part in the
planning of the next meetings then. He spoke against a big parish meeting -

which he had originally favored - on the grounds that people would not be
heard.

Another older man said the problem was being exaggerated, the Cardinal
shouldn't be involved. The problem was that the P. Bd. had not done their
job when surveying the parish and recommending a pastor.

Mulcrone recalled an incident years ago when the pastor, C. Skach, had stood
before the people and announced he was a recovering alcoholic. The people
had cheered him. He encouraged the Cardinal and the diocese to trust the
people to respond in a Christian way. "We made it through that crisis; we'll
make it through this one There was general agreement among others.

Women from the A&R Society were volunteered to help with coffee and on the
weekend. Leadership was encouraged to be present, to direct people, to
explain, to heal.

Peter {yscon closed the meeting with a short talk in which, in a comfortable
and kidding way, he told the people that the Diocese, with all its problems,

is demonstrating real care for the people. He extolled the various vicars
and priests.

{He did not mention the great work done by the consultors and faciliators
from the OCE and elsewhere. The presence of Craddock, Gardner, Bonaccorsi,
Guccione, Leone, et al has been an essential ingredient and has kept these
meetings from being total disasters!)

It's clear however that Peter has high regard for all who have come to help.
He called them his "family" and encouraged the people to trust them. He said
the Spirit is at work. Faith, Peter said emotionally, is all about dying and
rising - and that's what is happening at St. Odilo. His message was met with
approval and applause.

The panel stayed around afterwards and each of us learned more about where
people were at. Suggestions were also made to us, some of which have real
merit. E.g. an 800 number people could call for information, for help - the

number to be posted in the school, in the bulletin.
WHAT ELSE SHOULD BE ADPED TO THIS SUMMARY?
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PRESENTAITON TO ST. ODILOS
Weekend of Oct. 26-27, 1991

Bishop Gorman read the Cardinal's letter of apology at each of the four
weekend Masses. Approximately 1700 people attend those Massses. After Mass
the people were invited to the hall for coffee and a roll. Approximately 35
to 50 people would come in after each Mass.

POM was in the back of CThurch after the Masses as well and he talked to a

number of people, as did Bishop Gorman after the 10:00 AM Mass which he
celebrated.

Dr. Traddock, Bishop Jakubowski, POM, and Gorman were present after the 5 BPM
Mass. Bishop J. was able to come back for the. 8:30 AM Mass. Dr. Carla POnte

was present for Sunday morning Masses, along with Ralph Bonaccorsi and AJ
McDonagh.

Each of us would report a variety of responses from the pecple. A good deal
of support for Mayer and what he had done for the parish emerged. A few
people said they were angry that the cardinal had not come out, that the
diocese acted so badly in putting Mayer in Odilos without informing somebody
of his past. Most of the tone of the encounters were positive.

On Saturday evening, a young girl, || -11-024 improper touching
and Dr. Craddock, along with the girl's Mother, reported it to the DCFS
Hotline,

Some people were guick to assure us that the people would survive this

parish crisis, as they had survived in the past. They were grateful that we
were there.

There were some angry pecple who felt that Mayer was a great pastor and that
the allegations being made against him were spurious. They felt his virtues
far outweighed his faults. Others acknowledged his contribution +to the
parish and wished him well in his recovery and treatment.

Definitely 1less negativity towards Mayer today. One lady said she had
nothing against him perscnally though she did feel he taught some poor
theology ~ especially of the Eucharist., Others thought his Lenten series
last year was the best thing they had ever heard.

All in all, our presence there was positive, I think. 1 also believe it
might serve as a model for future interventions in parishes which have to
deal with hard news. Short of the Cardinal coming out himself, it seemed to
work well. Bishop Gorman's stint as an associate in 56-57 helped to bring
his message closer to the people.

. Next week, Peter Cyscon will print the Cardinal's letter in the bulletin and

also Ray Goedert's summary statement which was given to the people at the
school meetings.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

POST OFFICE BOX 1979
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MAR 27 «

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 606%0

Vicar for Priests
800 North Clark Street, Suite 311
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Off: (312) 642-1837

March 21, 1988

Rev. Robert Mayer

St. Stephen Rectory

1267 Everett Street

Des Plaines, I1linois 60018

Dear Bob,

This will simply be a confirmation in writing of the
things we discussed at the Retreat House on March 2:

2. You agreed to continue to abide by tne mandate to avuia
all unsupervised contact with minors under the age of 18. This
applies to your private quarters &t the rectery, your cottage, ¢v
wherever, Again, the purpose of this is not our concern that some-
thing inappropriate might happen, but rather for your own protection
lest any occasion be given to persons who may want to hurt you by
bringing up again the charges from the past.

3. MWith regard to your future assignment, you accepted the
limitation of the Review Team to the effect that there should be
both "physical, as well as psychological distance" from your last
three parishes. And the reason for this is the same as above --
namely, to minimize the risk of unfriendly people reactivating the
same old charges. In our discussion, you did state a preference for

a parish north of Madison Street and I relayed that request to the
Personnel Board.
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Thanks again, Bob, for your cooperation. I know this has been a
very painful period in your 1ife. Let's hope it's all behind you now.
Good luck in your pursuit of your next assignment. And if I can be of
any help, don't hesitate to call. ’

With best wishes, 1 remain

Fraternally yours,
i

i~

l’l‘
PR i
\\l o0

-

Rev. Raymomﬂl{i Goedert

AOC 001082



AOC 001083



W}u—%;{u&
G s ol W ho are XA
Churcb_ deald

W froe dealct bod Ww«/t@f MJ

it anel Tlet a1 2oy
%;&MM)JMWW@’ axa Che

MW/M VJWDZ‘?M/W?’ W
?gw. it pot erl o Chevred Pt o
A

AOC 001084



ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311
CHICAGO, 1LLINOIS 60610

Oft- (312) 642-1837 T0:  File (P. 0'Malley)
DATE: Qct. 23, 1991

RE: Robert Mayer

1. At 9:30, Sal Guccione from the OCE called from St. Odilo's school. He is
conducting the evaluation of the school today, but he also is involved with the

follow-up with parents and children of the school as a result of Fr. Mayer's
removal.

2. Sal told me three things. One, that last night's meeting with the parents and
present freshmen was on channel 5 at 6:30 and 7:30 this morning, Wednesday, Oct.
23. No pictures were shown but there was a statement that a private meeting was
held and at that meeting an allegation came forward from a 1ittle girl of impro-
per sexual behavior.

Secondly, Kim Dunleavy received a notice that several of last year's graduates
have gone to their counselors in high school and are seeing them there. We had
suggested that last night as a possible mode of action.

Third, Sr. Margaret Farley is coming out to the school to handle any repercussions
in the school today and throughout these days when the evaluation is taking place.
Kim is totally involved in the evaluation and he is not available for people when
their children come forward or parents come forward regarding allegations. Sr.

Margaret will be in the school all day long and will accept and listen to all
those allegations.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311
CHICAGO, ILLINGIS 60810

Oft: (312) 642-1837 TO:  File (P. 0'Malley)
DATE: Oct. 15, 1991

RE: Robert Mayer

1. On Saturday morning, Oct. 12, 1 received word that the School Board had
received calls regarding Bob Mayer from concerned parents at St. Odilo School.
They wanted to know what the news story was all about. Had their children
been subjected to a pedophile. All of this had resulted from the television
show that had appeared on Channel 5 on Oct. 9.

2. I talked j

1. I talked to

1 talked to Ray Goedert and
ndy McDonagh and Ralph Bonacoursi. They all agreed that something should
be done, so we set up a meeting for Wednesday night, Oct. 16, at 7:30 at St.
Odilo's. School parents would be notified and we would all attend.

3. I also notified Carol Craddock about this. She was not available at the
time.

4. On Monday, Oct. 14, I got in touch with Carol and she thought that such a
meeting could be a disaster if too many people came. It would be uncontrollable.
Negative voices could get out of Tine.

5. I called Kim back and we decided to go
with two meetings on Oct. 16. One would be for the children in the first to
fifth grades' parents and the second for parents of children in junior high,
sixth, seventh and eighth grades. Carol agreed that this was more manageable.

it to parents
atter school today, Oct. 15. Kim was to notify Peter Cyscon of the change in
schedule. Peter had been notified about the first meeting, but not of the
latest changes.

7. I called the Cardinal on Oct. 15 in the morning just to alert him to this.
I also called Bob Kealy and Joy Clough to alert them as well,
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610

Off: (312) 642-1837 T0:  File (P. 0'Malley)
DATE: Oct. 12, 1991

RE: Robert Mayer

1. 1 called NN o N . . vho
has been involved in the St. Odillo's case with her son. I wanted to tell her
about the meeting on Wednesday evening, Oct. 16, and she related to me that there
have been three calls at the school. She feels that each of the calls possibly
represent 10 other people.

2. There is great concern. She said, however, that she thinks there are two
major questions that people will be bringing up at the meeting on Wednesday

night. The first one is, “How could the diocese have sentﬁ(gg‘é Mayer there knowing
his previous background?" The second is, when Fr. Martin “fﬁé?‘%, he told
people on more than one occasion that nobody wanted to come there. The people
are very hurt by that and feeling inferior and are very angry. They seem to

be pleased with the new appointment, Peter Cyscon.

3. I informed | that her name or her son's name would not be used, but
that we would explain that a young man blew the whistle on Fr. Mayer. It wasn't
a child and we want to get that across. He was practically an adult.

4. She feels the meeting is a good idea and looks forward to it.
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ARCHDIGCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
B0O NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610

Off: (312) 642-1837 T0:  File (P. 0'Malley)
DATE: Oct. 12, 1991

RE - R. Mayer

1. Joy Clough told Ray Goedert that calls have been coming in to the School
Office and been transferred to her office concerping St. Odillo parish. A
woman called saying she represented other women, but not giving her name,
saying that the parents are very upset and that they want to know more about
Fr. Mayer as a result of the Channel 5 presentation the other evening.

2. I called Kim Dunleavey, the principal, and when he returned the call he
informed me that he had been receiving a number of calls from across the
spectrum, from parents of children in third grade to parents of children

in junior high. He has a Confirmation meeting coming up this Tuesday evening,
Oct. 15, and he felt that it would be a very difficult meeting.

3. On Ray Goedert's suggestion, I told him that we would be pleased to come
out and talk to the parents who are concerned and we would tell them everything

that we can tell them about what has gone b 1
m be present and that someone

4. 1 checked this out with Andy McDonagh and he i i
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO @’f)@‘\y

MEMO FOR FILE

Reverend Robert Mayer

Chicago, Illinois I

The above information given to Father Vele for
record-keeping as of September, 1991.

Kay Culen
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SWITE 31
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60810

Of. (312) 642-1837 T0: File (R. Goedert)
DATE: July 26, 1991
RE: Robert Mayer

1. I called —today Jjust to see how things were going. *
there would

said that all was quiet, as far as she was concerned. She doubted if

be much fall-out. If school was on, she would probably hear a lot more, but so
far she has heard nothing other than a few rumors here and there and questions
raised as to why he left so suddenly and didn't write a letter of his own, etc.

2. 1 asked_ hovi @il was doing and she said perfectly fine. There seems to
be no problem at all from- viewpoint as far as the need for counseling, etc.

3. —was very complimentary of Fr. Marty Borowczyk and how he is handling
things. She said he was an excellent choice. She hopes that the new pastor will
be appointed soon so that St. Odillo's can get on with life, etc.
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DRAFT OF STATEMENT READ AT ST. ODILO AT WEEKEND MASSES

My dear parishioners,

It is with heavy heart that I must bring to you information that I know will
be extremely distressing. Prior to Fr. Robert Mayer's appointment as Pastor of
St. Odilo, there had been allegations of inappropriate behavior on his part with
minor children. These allegations were investigated
and no substantiation of serious misconduct was ever found. On the other hand,
it was evident to me that some of his actions were quite imprudent and could
a9ty give rise to such allegations. Because of this, careful directives
were given to Fr. Mayer restricting his behavior and these were a condition for
his assuming the role of pastor of St. 0dilo. I regret to say that he has
violated these directives, and because he has shown such poor judgement in doing
so, I have ordered him to undergo an intensive program of psychotherapy.

whx Fr/ Maygr hay agregad toado so-and has already gntere treatment faciji
ﬁ¥ i poge. hlis #bsencé, Y have asked Kev
 admingster/the affaigs/of\S¥. Odilg Parishs

Please pray for Fr. Mayer, that he might return to us a much better man and
a much better priest. Pray, too, for Fr. , for myself
and for your parish, that Our Lord will help all of us get through this most
difficult period.

With prayers and my own personal blessing, [ remain
Sincerely yours in Christ

Joseph Cardinal Bernardin

*** In the event Fr. Mayer refuses to undergo treatment, this paragraph will
reas as follows:

Fr. Mayer has refused to undergo such treatment, leaving me no alternative
but to remove him as pastor. Until such time as a new pastor is appointed, I
have asked Rev. to adminster the affairs of St. Odilo
parish.

vd
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Victim Statement Abstract

This abstract replaces the summary prepared by Bishop Raymond Goedert, Vicar for Priests, of
Victim DX's statement, given to Bishop Goedert on or about July 27, 1991, formalizing his
allegation of abuse against Rev. Robert Mayer. The alleged abuse consisted of Fr. Mayer
watching Victim DX shower, as well as hugging and kissing Victim DX while Fr. Mayer was
naked. Victim DX was an adult at the time of the alleged abuse. Fr. Mayer also engaged in
sexually explicit discussions with Victim DX about orgies he (Mayer) attended, and showed
Victim DX photes of naked men in their 20’s.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610

Off: (312) 642-1837 T0: File (R. Goedert)

DATE: duly 15, 1991

RE: Robert Mayer

1. The Youth Minister at 5t. 0dilo, Sal Cannella, returned my call. His
number is 708-484-4228. Sal has been Youth Minster there for approximately
14 months. He is 23 years old and is a school teacher.

2. Sal said to the best of his knowledge, he has received only one phone call
from a mother whose 13 or 14 year old son was very upset. But he won't talk
about it. He's "awed" that Mayer is gone. The child is an introvert and the
mother asked Sal if he would try to talk to him about it. This was just brought
to Sal's attention last night, so he hasn't had an opportunity to do anything
yet.

3. Sal said that he and Bob Mayer became very close and that is probabTy why
Bob hired h1m But Sal said Bob does have some things th
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 31
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60510

Off: (312) 642-1837 TO: File {(R. Goedert)
DATE : July 20, 1991

RE: Robert Mayer

1. I received a phone call

Berwyn, 111,

P They Tive at [
The phone number 15*

2. referred to me by Fr. Mulvihill.

with them on the

Fath

ked

They never got to know
ayer very well, certainly not as well as their children did. Fr. Mayer never
spoke directly to them about the program. He would usually go

through a third person such as Sr. Gracita.

3. M :id that they did not have any concrete evidence of wrong-
doing, but only suspicions and feelings. Their son, I, was in the eighth
grade class that just graduated. When Fr. Mayer decided to give them their sex
education class and to do it at the rectory, that surprised

They couldn't understand why he was doing it in the first place and why it was

not taking place at school. When they questioned [JJ B about it, he didn't
seem to want to talk to them about it.

4, Fr. Mayer became very close to the eighth grade. He had an open door policy
at the rectory and the kids would run in and out at all times. said she
didn't understand why he would do this. The kids would go to the rectory to use

his weights. He had a weight Tifting room. Whenever they would question |
about it, he would get angry.

5. I said she was uncomfortable that [ went to the rectory so often,
and one day when she picked him up, she saw a young man in the doorway whom she
did not recognize. She asked her son who it was and he simply said "it was Fr.
Mayer's friend". He Tooked as though he was in his late teens or possibly early
teens. found out later from the Youth Minister, Sal Cannella, that it was
somebody by the name of and he was supposed to be in the University of 111,

said her son told her that Fr. Mayer was taking kids to his cottage and
told that he couldn't go. h 1

out that five of the b These five were: ‘
and 7). A1l these boys
graduated with . They were all altar boys and involved in sports together.

7. While I was talking to me, BB was listening in on the extension and
joining in the conversation when appropriate. said that they did not allow
i to go to the rectory as often as the others went. She ;just didn't think
it was appropriate for kids to hang out at the rectory and she really wasn't
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comfortable with Fr. Mayer. After Fr. Mayer left, I :nd her husband had
suspicions and they did o another couple, and then to Fr. Mulvihill., They
then tried to talk to in the last few days and he did become a tittie more
willing to open up. exp'[ainedw that their concerns were valid.
i's dad said that he talked to about the sex education class, what
went on, etc., and there did not seem to be anything out of the ordinary. Young
1iked Fr. Mayer and his dad thinks most of the kids did, even though he
and his wife were not particularly fond of him.

8. HE said that

one who had been at the cottage.
he and Fr. Mayer were wrestling at the cottage and that
had Fr. Mayer pinned. They were just horsing around. Then Fr. Mayer got up and
went to another room. He called into_the room, put his arms around him,
hugged him and kissed him. From the w talked, it sounded as though he
kissed on the neck and cheek. pushed Fr. Mayer away and that's
apparently all that happened. T vwould be very upset if he knew I had
told me this. And& would also be upset, but M felt that these are
things that cannot be kept confidential.

9. M said that she and her husband do not think that their son was hurt in any
way. I asked them this directiy, as I felt we should provide counselling for him,
if there was a problem. But did not think that was necessary. She felt that
her son considered Fr. Mayer a friend and is now curious and hurt because he has
lost this friend.

10. I asked [l and JEE how things were going in the parish itself. What were
the parishioners saying, etc.? [ said that there is a real wall now between the
parishioners - i.e. those who liked Mayer and miss him, and those who didn't like him
and are glad he's gone. Both|JJlll and her husband felt that the parish is badly
divided, that rumors and concerns are being expressed because of all of the changes
in staff, etc. This has been going on for almost a year, as Mayer began to change
things immediately and bring in all sorts of new people. The parish secretary is
about the only one still on the scene. Then Mayer's sudden departure has turned
everything upside down.

11. N 11 proni e
to get back to me atter they return. While they will not go looking for trouble, I

did ask them to keep their eyes and ears open and let me know whether or not they
think someone like myself or a team of persons should come out to meet with the
parishioners.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO )

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SWHTE 311
CHICAGO, ILLINGIS 60610

Off: (312) 642-1837 TO: File (R. Goedert)
DATE: July 9, 1991
RE : Robert Mayer

1. 1 called John Hurley, pastor of St. Edna‘'s in Arlington Heights. I filled
him in on what transpired, just so that he would not be caught off guard in the
event people from his parish or elsewhere begin to raise a fuss and go to the
media. I encourated John to refer all media questions to Sr. Joy Clough and to
alert myself, my successor, or the Cardinal in the event difficulties do arise.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60810

Off: (312) 642-1837 TO: File {R. Goedert)
DATE: July 9, 1991

RE: Robert Mayer

1. Dave Mulvehill called. Dave said that Mr. anm called
to discuss their concerns. Their phone number is . Their son, R,
is an eighth grader who just graduated from St. 0dillo and he was one of those who

took the sex education course in the rectory from Bob Mayer. NI wouldn't talk
much about what went on at these sessjons. The parents didn'‘t want to push it

but they became concerned.
S —n

them that he was invited to go to Fr. Mayer's exercise room, a room next to his
living quarters, where he keeps his weight 1ifting equipment, etc. said
that he would go there after school. Dave asked if anyone else was around and
I said that there was an older fellow with black hair who would be both in the
classes as well as the exercise room. They don't know who this person is.

2. Because of Fr. Mayer's leaving the parish so suddenly, the parents are concerned.
Their son had asked whether or not he could go to Fr. Mayer's cottage and they had

told him "no". [Masked whether Bob actually left because of pederasty. Dave
indicated that he was not aware of this.-"

3. I asked Dave if these were reputable people that he knows quite well. Da
=21 the they vere , [
B Dave said there are other rumors going around the parish with people asking

whether Bob was homosexual, was there pederasty going on?

4. 1 suggested to Dave that it might be better if I were to call the -s
just to give them a chance to express themselves and to determine whether or not
we ought to bring in Carol Craddock and Jil11 Gardner. If they are the only fami-
ly, then we can maybe refer them to Carol or Jill. On the other hand, if it

appears that there are a lot of parents raising questions, then perhaps we ought
to set up a program out there.

5. Dave suggested that [ might want to talk to the Youth Minister at the parish
to see what information he might have.
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TALKING NOTES: REV. ROBERT E. MAYER
July 5, 1991

NOTE: These notes are prepared to assist with RESPONSE to media
inquiries, should they come. We intend to stand with the

basic information in the announcement unless need requires
otherwise.

Announcement to Parish

Fr. Joseph Corrigan, Dean will read Cardinal Bernardin's letter
announcing Fr. Mayer's resignation as pastor of St. 0dilo on the
weekend of July 6-7, 1991. The letter will indicate that Fr. Mayer
is resigning for personal reasons and will be taking a sabbatical.
Fr. Martin Borowczyk, the retired pastor of St. Constance (5843 W.

Strong St., Chicago), will serve as administrator of St. Odilo until
a new pastor is appointed.

St. Odilo, 2244 S. East Ave., Berwyn; 708-484-2161
Staff: Rev. David Mulvihill (resident)

Mr. Kim Dunleavy (principal)

Public Responses

Why did Fr. Corrigan make this announcement? Isn't this unusual?

Father is the Dean for the area which includes St. ©Odilo
and his responsibilities include the pastoral care of the
people of his Deanery. It is not unusual for the Dean to
be present in cases of unanticipated resignations or other
significant decisions affecting a parish.

Will Father be returning to St. 0dilo after the sabbatical?

No. The Personnel Board will be seeking a new pastor for
the parish.

Is Father leaving the priesthood?
NOI

There have been allegations of (sexual misconduct, child abuse,
sexual abuse, inappropriate behavior, etc.) against Father in the
past....haven't there?
Yes, but they were never substantiated. Nonetheless,
because of the allegations, Father was required N
|

to abide by certain
restrictions on his behavior.
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wWhat kind of restrictions?

E.g., not to have persons under 21 in the rectory without
other adults being present.

Has there been some new allegation? Is a similar, new allegation
behind this resignation?
Yes. The Archdiocese investigated, concluded that there

was substance to the allegation, and asked for Father's
resignation as pastor.

Were other agencies involved in investigating this allegation?
No. The matter was not a reportable offense and did not
involve a minor. Yet, the conduct was clearly

inappropriate and prompted the reguest for Father's
resignation.

What was the nature of the allegation?

It is probably enough to say that it was not a reportable
offense and did not involve a minor.

What will happen to Father now? Will he be reassigned to another
parish?

Father will take a therapeutic sabbatical, involving

I = The
iiestion of his future ministry can only be decided after

It there vas any douot [N
I < bout hls abllity to resume

ministry in a manner that would assure the safety and

security of Church members, he could not return to priestly
ministry.

What will happen to the parish? Parishioners? Parents that may have
some concerns for their children?
The Priest Personnel Board will seek a new pastor for the

parish, and during the interim, Fr. Borowczyk will serve as
parish administrator.

Fr. Corrigan, as Dean for the area, was present at the
parish July 6-7 and available to speak with parishioners
and to listen/respond to their concerns.

The Archdiocese is not now aware of other concerns
regarding Father Mayer. However, if there are parents or
other parishioners who have some concerns, representatives
of the Archdiocese are more than willing to meet with them
and to offer appropriate assistance. They should speak
with Fr. Borowczyk who will take action on the matter.
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Cdutchap. P
_ witness; -
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Robert E. Mayer it

Date: July 3,1991

AOC 001101



Background - Not Public

Fr. Goedert, Bishop Jakubowski, and the Cardinal met with Fr. Mayer
on July 1 to confront him, obtain his resignation as pastor, decide
on parish matters, and present treatment arrangements. Father was

told to move ocut of the parish by the end of the day July 3. He will
report. [N o~ uly 10. -

The Cardinal's letter uses language like "with great sadness share
with you distressing news" and "in his 10 months as pastor has done

much for the welfare of the parish...I'm grateful for that and know
that you are also.™

Parents or others having concerns/needing assistance are to talk with

Fr. Borowczyk, who will alert Fr. Goedert and/or the School Office
(Sal Guccione) for follow-up action.
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File: Reverend Robert Mayer +

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 (\.:i; @‘ 0D )V

CHICAGO, [LLINOIS 60690

Office of the Archbishop

July 2, 1991

My dear Parishioners:

It is with great sadness that I must convey to you
information that I know will be distressing. As you are aware,
Father Mayer, your pastor, has been with you approximately ten
months. During this time, he has accomplished much for the
welfare of your parish, and for that I am grateful, as I know you
are. Because of personal reasons, however, he has asked that I
accept his resignation effective immediately so that he may go
on sabbatical. I have done so, and until such time as a new
pastor is appointed, I have asked Reverend Martin Borowczyk, the
well-respected retired pastor of St. Constance Parish, to admin-
ister the affairs of St. Odilo.

I ask your prayers for Father Mayer, for Father
Boroweczyk, and for your entire parish that Qur Blessed Lord will
be with you as you make the adjustment that lies ahead.
Be assured of my prayers and special blessing.
With cordial good wishes, I remain
Simcerely yours in Christ,
Archbishop of Chicago
Parishioners of St. Odilo Parish

2244 South East Avenue
Berwyn, Illinois 60402

- COPY
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DRAFT Or MESSAGE 70 BE GIVEN BY CARDINAL TO BOB MAYER ON JULY 1, 1991

1. I cannot tell you how hurt and disappointed and angry I am that this
meeting today has become a necessity. 1 feel that you have betrayed me and
violated the trust I placed in you. Over the years, you have repeatedly been the
subject of altegations of sexual impropriety, and yet you have refused to modify
your behavior in such a way that the risk to yourself and to the Church would be
elimirated. Your appointment to St. Odilo, as you well know, was approved by me
only after I received your solemn assurance that you would no longer engage in
the kind of behaviors that caused so much distress for your parishioners and yourself

in your previous assignments. 1 regret to say that I now have reason to bslieve that
you have broken this promise.

2. On June 2, 1987, you signad an agreement which included among other things
the following condition for your continuation in ministry:

"A canonical mandate is given to Fr. Mayer to avoid all
unsupervised contact with all persons under the age of 21.

This applies especially to his private 1iving quarters in

the rectory. He is not to have persons under age 21 as

guests at his cottage unless other adults are present”. % e

I k-new;that ou have violated this mandate on more than -one occasion in the
short time "that you have been at St. Odilo's. Moreover, I al So,{hﬂ-%m&edge of
grossly inappropriate behavior on your part towards a young man, involving touches,
sexual innuendos and pornographic material. Even if you deny any sexual intent,
your judgment in these matters is so obviously impaired that I cannot allow you to
continue in this position of trust any longer.

3. I am convinced, Bob, that you are Taboring under the kind of psychic defect
referred to in Canons 1041 and 1044, and for this reason I am withdrawing your
faculties and I forbid you any and all exercise of your Sacred Orders until such
time as it is evident that you are capable of resuming effective priestly ministry.

4. You are no longer empowered to act, therefore, as pastor of St. Odilo
Parish. Because you have so seriously violated the trust I placed in you, I am
asking you today to submit your resignation. If you refuse to do so, I will initiate
immediately the canonical process for your removal.

5. Furthermore, I direct you to

on Wednesda July 10. The Vicar for Priests and I will remain in contact with you
*and a determination will eventually be made as

to whether or not you will be permitted to return to the active ministry.
6. This decision, Bob, grieves me de

eply. I can only hope and pray that you
will commit yourself to participate fully *and, with the

Lord's help, return to the Archdiocese a much better man and a much better priest.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
B00 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610

Off. (312) 642-1837 TO: File (R. Goedert)

DATE: gJuLy 1, 1991
RE: ROBERT MAYER

1. The Cardinal, Bishop Jakubowski and I met with Bob Mayer from 4:30 p.m. to
approximately 6:30 p.m. The Cardinal began the meeting by paraphrasing the
statement that had been drafted for this purpose. He made it very clear to
Bob that he was expecting him to resign and that if Bob refused to resign, he
would institute the canonical process for removal. The Cardinal was very firm
in this and made it clear to Bob that the issue was nen-negotiable.

2. After the Cardinal concluded his statement, he asked Bob for his response,
reaction, etc. Bob was very upset and felt that this was a terrible injustice.
He insisted that he had done nothing wrong and that he has done his very best
to be a good priest, etc. When Bob continued to press the issue that unknown
persons were making unknown charges, the Cardinal then told Bob the name of the
accuser and turned it over to me to spell out the details of the charges. Once
Bob realized who it was that was making the accusations, he seemed to back down
and not protest his innocence as strongly as he had initially. Eventually, the
Cardinal asked Bob again for his resignation and Bob signed it.

3. Bob then asked about his future and whether there was any hope for him. The
Cardinal indicated that the future depends on Bob and that 1‘fm is
successful, he would be able to receive another assignment. en Bob asked if
he could ever be made a pastor again, the Cardinal said: "It depends on the

outcome of the treatment. I don't rule out the possibility, but neither do I
make any promises."

4. Bob said that we are going to have to help him to handle the political fallout
and the Cardinal responded that he was willing to do whatever he could to protect
Bob's reputation. On the other hand, if Bob had refused to resign, the Cardinal
said that he would have to spell out the reasons for his dismissal, etc.

5. The Cardinal told Bob that his faculties were withdrawn as of that moment
and that he could no longer exercise the office of pastor. He further stated

that Bob would have to move everything out of the premises b sday evening.
He also stated that Bob would have to report to on Wednesday,
July 10. Bob said that he wanted some time to think about this and to consult

with his friends, etc. He agreed to call me on the next day. He was going to

be up at his cottage with his priest friends and would have a chance to discuss
it with them. ‘

6. After the meeting concluded, the Cardinal, Bishop Jakubowski and I continued
to discuss tne situation. We agreed that if the priests ask us why Bob was
treated in this fashion, we would tell the truth. In a sense, Bob has forfeited
his right to privacy and we will not let the church or any of us take the heat
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for his behavior. On the other hand, we will do our best to protect him as far as
his parishioners and others are concerned.

7. After the meeting, I then put in a call to F in order to see if Joyce
Brothers could do the moving and [l agreed. ey will be at St. Odilo's on

Wednesday at 10:30 a.m.

8. I also caHed_to let him know what had happened. He will try
to take over on Friday.

9. Jake indicated that he may be tied up at the time of some of the Masses, so [
or someone else will share it with him.

JULY 3, 1991

1. Bob Mayer called I [ then called I to

let her know and gave Bob her name and number and asked him to call her on Wednesday
to get whatever information he needed.

2. 1 told Bob that I would iurchase the i]ane ticketil I alii iiiii iii iﬁt

3. I tried to reach | 2t 4:45 but she was not home. then reached
at his place of work and told him what had transpired. said that his

parents were out of town but would be back that evening. I said that I would try and
call them later tonight.

3. I also called St. Odilo's to talk to Dave Mulvihill, but he was not home yet. I
put in a call at the Tribunal but there was no answer.

4. 1 will have to verify with Bob just exactly what the Mass schedule is. According
to our directory, the Saturday evening Mass is at 5:00 p.m. and the Sunday Masses are

at 8:30, 10:00 and 11:30. Bob will be staying at the cottage and his number there is
(708) 587-0215.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610

Off- (312) 642-1837

T0: FILE
DATE: JUNE 22, 1991
RE: ROBERT MAYER

1. The Cardinal met with ~ and his parents, CElEENPEER , today
at the residence for one hour (11:00 a.m.-12:00 noon). I was present.

2. The Cardinal expressed his sincere sorrow that the @B family has had to

endure this situation, etc. He also listened to “ENNENEM express her own

thoughts regarding this particular situation and the way in which St. Odilo's

seems to have been plagued by sick or inadequate priests for quite a number of

years. @ is quite willing to confront Bob, if it is necessary, but [
he would

3. A1l in all, the meeting went quite well. were able to
express themselves, as was The Cardinal assured them all that he was
equally angry and saddened by the whole series of events, but now that we do
have a concrete example of inappropriate behavior, the Cardinal will definitely
move on it. He intends to ask @b for his resignation and a new pastor will be
appointed.

4. Following our meeting, I stayed behind momentarily. We agreed that inasmuch

as we do not have a viable candidate at this moment ¥or the-pastorate, we should
return to our original plan of seeking out a retired pastor. We spoke specifically
of Marty Borowczyk and that seems to be the direction we will go. The Cardinal
asked if I would sit down with Marty and perhaps Andy and go through the matter
with him and the Cardinal himself will contact Marty after he returns from Rome.
The Cardinal is leaving for the Consistory on Tuesday, June 25, and will return

on Saturday, June 29. :
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

POST OFFICE BOX 1979

CHICAGQO, ILLINOIS 60690

June 2, 1987

Vicar for Priests
800 North Clark Street, Suite 311
Chicago, [llinois 60611
Off: {312) 642-1837
Res: (312} 528-0540

TQ: file
FROM: Tom Ventura

RE: Rev., Robert Mayer

On May 11, 1987 Police Chief Joseph Kozenczak of Des Plaines informed me that he
had received anonymous information through a media reporter raising concerns
about the activities of Rev. Robert Mayer, especially regarding teenagers. Hav-
ing investigated the matter, I discovered no facts to corroborate these concerns.
However, the fact of the concerns indicates need for special supervision of

Father Mayer. Therefore, the following plan is to be implemented as of this
date,

A report and

recommendations will be communicated to the Vicar for Priests.
2, A canonical mandate is given to Fr. Mayer to avoid all unsupervised contact
with all persons under the age of 21. This applies especially to his private
living quarters in the rectory. He is not to have persons under age 21 as guests
at his cottage unless other adults are present.

3. He is to continue his present assignment at St. Stephen Parish, Des Plaines
for the completion of his five year term of office if these conditions are ob-
served. However, there is no possibility of extending the assignment beyond
that time. In other words, Fr. Mayer is to pursue a new assignment through the
regular Perscnnel Board process during the Spring of 1988.

4. Supervision: His local on-site supervisor will be his current pastor, Rev.
Leonard Mezydlo, who is to make a monthly progress report in writing to the Vicar

for Priests, In addition, Father Mayer will meet monthly with the Vicar for
Priests.

5. The following persons were present when the above points were communicated
and discussed:

MW

B
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Archdiocese qf Chicago

4646 North Austin Avenue - Chicago, Hlinois 60630

Offfice of the Auxiliary Bishop J 19, 1990
unea L)

Clergy Personnel Board
25 West Chicago Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60625

Dear Members of the Clergy Personnel Board:

I am writing on behalf of Reverend Roberxrt Mayer. I spoke
with him this morning and, at my suggestion, he is applying for
the pastorate of St. 0dilc Pariah. Aa Vicar of St. 0Odilo, 1
wholeheartedly support this appointment of Father Mayer. He is
most qualified to £fulfill this role.

(ST. Stephens )

Father Mayer was asked to go to St. Hary a8’ in Des Plainea
and there he d4id a most noble job. He was responsible for
upgrading many of the wminiastries in the parish. He was also
responsible for the "naw look" in the rectory and church.

When St. Dionysius Parish was at the lowast abb of
Chriastianity, Reverend Ray Goedert, Reverend Andrew McDonough,
the dean, Reverend Daniel Coughlin and I maet to consider
candidatea for the new adaminiatrator. W¥We agraed that Father
Mayer would be the ideal prieast to bring St. Dionysius to the
level of where wa thought a parish should ba. In a vary short
time, Fathar Mayer organized the parish with a Finance Committee,
a Parish Council and all the minisastriaea that a Parish should
have. We set up a program where the parish could survive paying
all its debt. He brought about a vibrant and viable parish.

Unfortunately, according to the Cicero Parish Planning
Program, it was decided to close St. Dionysius Parish. Father
Mayer cooperated with the closing of St. Dionysius.  He prepared
and convinced the parishioners that for the good of the
Archdiocese and for the strength of the Catholic Church, it wasa
imperative that St. Dionysius close and becona a-alga-ated with
the stronger Churches in Cicero.

Up to this tima, we have been asking Father Mayer to help us
out of certain predicamenta. Now Father Mayer ias asking ua to do

something for him, namely., to he named pastor of St. 0dilo
Parisah. ’
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There may have been stories spoken about Father Mayer.
Ronethelesa, I am willing to take responsibility and
accountability as Vicar over St. Odililo Parish. I believe Father
Mayer i=s an excellent and appropriate candidate for this
particular parish and I earnestly support him.

It would be entirely just to Father Mayer and most
providential to the pariahioners of St. 0dilo who need hias
leadership for Father Mayer to be appointed pastor of this
parish.

Sincerely,

i {' o
+
Mozt Reverend Thad Jakubowski
TJJ/kg
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

PRO MEMORIA

Re: Bob Mayer/Steve Mangan
Immaculate Conception Parish

On August 19th, Father Ray Goedert, Father Steve Mangan, Father Bob
Mayer and 1 met at the Vicar for Priests' office to discuss the concerns
which wera raised by both Steve Mangan and Bob Mayer.

1. Bob Mayer and Steve Mangan did not have adequate discussion
regarding Bob's duties prior to Bolk's assignment to the parish.

2., There is a conflict with what Bob would like to do and with what
Steve 1s doing as pastor in the parish.

3. Some of Bob's concerns came about from discussions with John
Heolleman, who is presently a candidate for incardipation into the
Archdiocese and who has been a resident at Immaculate Conceptioca
these past months.

4, It was determined that Bob's interests, talents, and abilities would
not be best utllized at Immaculate Conception parish. Both Steve
and Bob will write a letter to the Board to this effect and asking
that Bob's assignment to the parish be broken.

5. Regarding hls reassignment, Bob will prepare a resume showing where
he has strong points and Indicating his interests. Ray Goedert and
I will work with Bob 1n presenting this to various agencies of the
Archdiocese, {Lucien Roy, Director of Office for Minlstry Formation;
Reverend Johan Pollard, Director of Religious Education; Reverend
Edward Salmon, Vicar for the Permanent Diaconate; Reverend Patrick
Brennan, Director of Office for Evangellzation; Reverend Ronald
Lewinski, Director of Office for Divine Worship) to see if Bob could
work with any of these agencies.

Bob states that his skills are in teaching, organlzing, motivating
aod writing. It was Ray's suggestion that we try to utilize these
talents and perhaps this can best be accomplished through the above
mentioned agencies.

6. Bob left the meeting understanding that it is an up-hill battle and
that his reputation 1s somewhat problematic.

The next step is for him to prepare his resume, as previously
mentioned.

4 ""Z/ﬁ’
Date: August 25, 1988 /éé:::@4f1ﬂ“ﬁ4sﬁ/ L.
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PRO MEMORIA

Bob Mayer/Steve Mangan
Immaculate Conception

Bob Mayer had a difficult time finding an “appropriate" place on the
open—list that would accept him.

As time went on and Bob Wielosinski was planning his move to Saint
Stephen's, Bob Mayer and Steve Mangan began conversing about the
possibllity of Bob Mayer's assigoment to Immaculate Conception,
Highland Park. Bob Mayer needed a place and Steve Mangan needed an
associate. The Board had told Steve a few months prior that the parish
would not be on the open-list.

Because of a speclal need existing in the Archdiocese, Bob Mayer was
asked to administer to Saint Agnes Parish for a few months and was told
Immaculate Conception would be approved 1f he and Steve were agreeable
to this. The Board did recommend Bob Mayer as Assoclate Pastor of
Immaculate Conception {some reservations).

Bob asked that his assignment be made official -— so that he could get
settled. Letter sent and announcement made on or around June 20th.

On August 4th, I talked with both Bob and Steve about the assignment —
Steve felt that some of the areas that Bob wanted to get involved in
were areas which he was covering already. Bob wants to utilize his
talent and be more involved in the Bulletin, running of the parish,
rather than just pastoral care (Masses, hospital calls, etc.) Also,

Bob and Steve are friends and they did not want this to interfere with
friendship of circa 40 years.

Bob Mayer has mentioned his concerns in telephone conversations to me,
as well as Frank Cimarrusti. It was thought that a meeting of Ray
Goedert, Bab Mayer, Steve Mangan, and myself would help. Ray was also
involved in this placement, too, and it was thought that he should be
part of this. Bob Mayer 1is already talking about new assignments.
Saint Norbert's was the one he mentioned. The Board would see this as
problematic. The first step would be for a meeting to determine the
"break” of the assignment of Bob Mayer to Immaculate Comceptlon. I set
this meeting for Friday, August 19th, at 2:30 p.n.

August 18, 1988 W j/{.('.’.a s
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

POST OFFICE BOX 1979

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690

T0: File
Vicar for Priests CONFIDENTIAL
800 North Clark Street, Suite 311 FROM: T. Ventura 'n/
Chicago, Minois 60611 6-0?-{7
Off: {312) 642-1837 RE: Rev. Robert Mayer

Res: (212) 5280540

5-11-87

5-12-87

5-12-87

5-12-87

5-12-87

Call from Fr. John Smyth stating that Police Chief of Des Plaines informed
him that they were concerned that Fr. Mayer may be serving liquor to minors.
The police are investigating this and are concerned about other inappro-
priate activities. They may go to the State Attorney about this.

Call to Chief Joseph Kozenczak (391-5450) who said a Tribune reporter in-
formed the Des Plaines police about an anonymous call he received from a
15 year old boy who said he was invited by another 15 year old to a party
given by Fr. Mayer at which liquor was served to minors and Fr. M. engaged
in oral sex with him. The police conducted surveillance on the rectory for

‘the past 3 weeks and have identified 3 teens who frequent the rectory. They

also have been in contact with an adult who has expressed concern about
Fr. Mayer's activities. At this point, there is no formal complaint.

Call to Fr. Mayer at his family cottage {587-0215) to inform him of the
accusations. He denied any wrongdoing. He said that no persons under 17
are allowed in his room, that no liquor is served to minors and there is

absolutely no inappropriate activity. He said that a group of four teens,
age 17 or older, visit him reqularly after school. The :

They can confirm what he says. Fr. Mayer was in-

ormed that since these are serious and sensitive charges, he is to leave
the rectory and take a leave of absence from his duties until they can be
investigated. He agreed and left the rectory the next day (ie., May 13).
He can be reached at his family cottage.

Conversation with Fr. Mazydlo, pastor. (-) He said that four boys
around age 17 or 18 visit Fr. Mayer regularly, but never anyone younger
than that. Sometimes they are noisy and get into roughousing, but there
is no indication of anything inappropriate. Liguor is served only when
other adults are present. He has never seen it served to minors. Some-
times they watch movies on a VCR but there are no indications that they
are inappropriate films.

Conversation with [ NNGNGNGIEIGIEGIGIGIGIGNGNGNEGEEEEEEEEEE. shc fcels there is
no substance to the allegations since she is present in the rectory a great
deal and would know what goes on. The only reqular younger visitors to

Fr. Mayer are 2 Mundelein seminarians who are 20 or 21 and 3 or 4 high
school seniors around 17 or 18. She said that Fr. Mayer has made a tre-
mendous contribution to the vitality of the parish and to transfer him
because of rumors or unsubstantiated charges would be unfair to the people
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Fr. Mayer (file)

5-13-87

5-17-87

5-20-87

5-22-87

5-22-87

page 2

as well as to Fr. Mayer. She said that he is not perfect, that he can be
arrogant and is sometimes his own worst enemy with his comments to people,
but that there is no basis for accusations that he serves liquor or engages
in sexual activities. She said there are people who spread rumors about
everyone in the parish and in the town. She reiterated her belief that
after a long period of unrest and instability in the parish, Mayer has

brought strong leadership and should remain unless there is clear evidence
to substantiate the charges.

Call from Fr. Bob Banzin, a close friend of Fr. Mayer. He said Fr. Mayer
is very depressed by these accusations. He said Mayer is a "character"
but he is hard-working and effective. He has often been present when
young people are visiting Mayer, and has never seen any sign of alcohol,
sex or anything amiss. He said Mayer just enjoys “"sitting around and
blabbing." He hopes the matter can be resolved guickly. If there is evi-
dence, deal with it. If not, Mayer should be cleared and reinstated. He

is concerned about the anonymity of the charges and the third or fourth
hand reporting.

Visit to Chief Kozenczak by Fathers Kealy and Ventura at the Des Plaines
Police Station, 1420 Miner St., Des Plaines. We stated that our inquiries
had surfaced no information to support the charges and asked if he could
provide more data. He said that a) they had conducted surveillance for

3 weeks from suppertime to 9:00 or 10:00 PM on Tuesdays near the Rectory.
They observed 3 youths around 17 years of age who visited regularly. At
one time a youth was observed through the window drinking from a green
bottle which the observing officers said might have been beer. Also in
the course of the investigation they came in contact with an adult, a
reliable person, who expressed concern about Fr. Mayer. They had promised
to keep this person's identity confidential. The Chief said that youth
officers hoped to develop rapport with the teens and learn more about it.
When asked abouti or Fr. Mezydlo, the Chief said that neither
had been involved in this case. When asked about the original contact, the

Chief said it was Pat Curry of Channel 5 News who contacted an officer on
his staff about a month ago.

Call from who had heard

that Fr. Mayer was in trouble. He has known Mayer for 10 years. Back at
he used to hang around the rectory. He said Mayer
was an excellent influence on him and many others. In fact, he was a big
reason for [JJlentering the Seminary. He said Mayer was controversial and
has an impatient temperament, but he never witnessed any illegal or immoral
or harmful behavior. He said he would send a letter to express all of
this on paper.

Meeting with Fr. Mezydlo. He said the matter of a 15 year old's involvement
with Mayer is a mystery to him. The only persons that young who were around
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Fr. Mayer (file) page 3

the rectory in recent months were two eighth graders watering the plants as
part of a Confirmation project. He said Mayer is brilliant, and a superb
speaker and organizer. He can be abrasive and sometimes seeks to “grab
power" in the parish, but when the pastor addresses this he will back off.
Bob gets depressed once in a while, especially when these accusations
surface. The most recent tension between himself and Mayer concerned the
Finance Committee, but that seems to be resolved. The parish will survive
if Mayer leaves, but some people will be upset and disappointed.

5-24-87 Conversation with Cardinal Bernardin who was in Rome the past week. There
are two values: first, investigate these charges thoroughly since this is
a serious matter. The television reporter seems to be the key person since
he is the only link with the anonymous accuser. Second, we must be fair to
Fr. Mayer especially if these prove to be ungrounded charges. However,
if he remains at the parish there should be a professional evaluation and
strong supervision to be doubly sure nothing is amiss.

5-26-87 Call from NN ¢ o I o heard from a friend that Fr.

Mayer was in troubie. She knew him since she was 13 and worked as a

He never did anything
dishonorable, but served as a male roie model for many youngsters whose
fathers traveled a lot due to business. She feels that Mayer's style of
ministry was to challenge the affluence and status quo of a wealthy commu-
nity. This ruffled some feathers, but helped many people. This may be a

context in which people may want to cause him trouble. She will write
a letter expressing her observations. ’

5-29-87 After a number of attempts to contact Pat Curry at Channel 5, I reached him
at i He said he received an anonymous call from a teen boy who
said Fr. Mayer of Des Plaines showed porno movies to teen boys on a regular
basis in his home. The caller was concerned about a friend, another teen,
who attended these. He wasn't sure whether there was any sexual activity
or not. Mr. Curry said they get anonymous calls all the time. People
don't realize that the media won't make a story out of such information
unless it is substantiated and newsworthy. Just in case there was some-
thing to it, however, he phoned a Des Plaines detective who said he would
look into it and, if anything checked out, would call him back. He never
did so. Mr. Curry said that if he learns anything more he will contact
me.

Meeting with born
nd born H
an were unable to be present as planned. en

informed of the accusations, they said they were ridiculous and “garbage."
They said Fr. Mayer has had a very important positive influence on their
lives, that they have never experienced any bad behavior on his part and
that, if the accusations had not caused so much trouble for Fr. Mayer,
they would be a joke. They said the only criticisms they hear about

Fr. Mayer is that he is "too modern" and "too direct."

5-29-87

6-2-87 Meeting with Fr. Bob Mayer, Fr. Len Mezydlo, Fr. Ray Goedert, and Fr.
Ventura to discuss the conclusion of the investigation and the plan for
the future which involves a) continuance of his present assignment to
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Fr. Mayer (file) page 4

its conclusion next June b) complete psychological evaluation by Dr.

Cavanaugh c¢) mandate to avoid all unsupervised contact with people under
21 d) supervision by pastor and Vicar for Priests. A copy of the summary
is included.
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Dear Bob:

I have read and re-read your letter of December 15, re-
flecting carefully on each of the ten observations you make in
reply to Father Somerville's petition. I enjoyed our meeting
on December th and 1 appreciate this written follow-up to add
to the long and exhausting church process.

Indeed the process has been long and exhausting. The appeal
was first lodged with the Clergy Personnel Board last February,
then with the office of the Chancellor, finally, once I arrived
last August, with me, Along the way you and Father Somerville
have aired your differences before Monsignor Jack Gorman, acting
as facilitator at the request of the Personnel Board, and before

Father Bob Festle our Urban Vicar, acting as conc my
request,

Much like the process itself, you must be personally ex-
hausted!

What is abundantly clear, however, is that, when all is
said and done, there is still a festering sore that simply will
not be healed, no matter how many remedies are applied.

This is not so surprising, since the issue is not a question
of guilt or misconduct, Justice or injustice., It is purely a
guestion of personalities., It is a question of the chemistry of
co-workers that creates tension and resentment rather fthan unity
and collaboration.

I have wanted to be especially careful and fair-minded in
this particular dispute. The fact that this process has been
protracted has tested the patience of some. But greater thath the
virtue of patience is the absolute need to judge what is best for
the mission of the church, for the priesthood, and ultimately, what
is best for you, Bob, and your continued effectiveness as a priest.

You have indeed been effective. God has given you many gifts,
and you have utilized many of them in a strong and dynamic manner.
I need you and your many talents for our future work together in
this great Archdiocese.

Wwhat am 1 asklng you to do? 1 am asking you to rise above
yourself, to riSe above this passing episode, to rise to an
uncommon level' servanthood, the servanthood that you and I share
in our commitment to souls the length and breadth of this Arch-
dioccese, I am asking you, as your brother servant in the Lord,
to seek a transfer from the Personnel Board, one which m&ght take
effect before February 1. TN
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Since there is no question of wrong-doing, there is absolutely
no need of excuses, explanations, or recriminations. 1 sense
that you have the stuff to rise above even that sort of thing.

Because of this deep priestly challenge in your life, by
God's grace, I have come to know you and respect you in a very
special and personzal way. That is why I trust before God in your

strength and courage.

Your brother in Christ,

Archbishop of Chicago
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CONFIDENTIAL

MEMO TO FILE - SEPTEMBER 28, 1982

RE: REV. ROBERT E. MAYER

Today, I telephoned first Father Walter F. Somerville, Pastor of

St. Edna parish, and then . :ttorney, and reported

the following:

1} Two examiners, namely, Father Velo and I, reviewed in
detail the evidence submitted by | on bchalf of her clients.
Our judgment is that the evidence is insufficient to warrant a forced
removal of Fr. Mayer from his position as Associate Pastor at St. Edna.

2) If Father Mayer is transferred in the near future, it must be
construed that he personally requested the transfer.

3) In light of the allegations, I met with Father Mayer here at
the Chancery on September 10, 1982, and discussed the entire situation
with him.

4) 1In light of the recent petition, I have directed Father Mayer
(and he has completely consented) to begin consultation with a
priest-counsellor, Fr. Andrew McDonagh.

I have spoken with Father McDonggh on the telephone about the case
and he has kindly consented to‘%ﬁﬁﬁ%éi Father Mayer. 1I had indicated to
Father Mayer that it was my personal opinion that, without any implica~
tion of guilt whatsoever, it would be preferable for his own apostolate
to seek a transfer. Without prompting, Father McPonagh volunteered the
fact that he also would counsel in that direction.

The major difficulty at this point is that if he should choose to
leave St. Edna, he will be convinced that the parish will believe that
whatever charges made were true and that a group of antagonists succeeded
in removing him.

It should be noted that |IEEEM .pon hearing our conclusions
today, intimated that her clients would seek a remedy through the
State's Attorney's Office.

Today, I have discussed the entire case with the Archbishop, who
concurs with the judgment that, while not forced from office, Father

Mayer would do well to choose to be transferred. This in no way would
imply any guilt whatsocever as charged by B = clients.

KK
JRK:¢cfb C§
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ST. EDNA DISPUTE -~ CHRONOLOGY

MARCH 1, 1981

Father Walter F. Somerville appointed Pastor of St. Edna.

JUNE, 1981

Father Robert E. Mayer assigned to Father S at St. Edna.

FEBRUARY 2, 1982

Fx, S. and members of pastoral staff come to the Personnel Board
and relay grievances against Father M to Fathers Heidenreich and Gubbins.

FEBRUARY 10, 1982

Father S writes a letter to Father M: "I ask you to contact the
Personnel Board this week for immediate re-assignment.®

FEBRUARY 22, 1982

Fathers H and G have Father M to the Personnel Board and relay the
oral objections made of him by St. Edna pastoral staff.

APRIL 7, 1982

Pastoral staff prepares a letter for Cardinal Cody, listing
twenty-five heresay reports of Father M's behavior, but dc not sign or
mail the letter to the Cardinal.

MAY, 1982

The Personnel Board arranges for a conciliator, Msgr. John Gorman,
to meet with Fathers § and M.

JULY 21, 1982

Father S calls Chancery (Father Keating) to introduce new reason
for M's removal (July 13-14  incidents).
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St. Edna dispute - chronology (Cont'd.) (2

JULY 22, 1982

Father Velo begins dealing with parents regarding July 13-14
incidents.

AUGUST 27, 1982

_, attorney for six parishioners, sends five affidavits
to Archbishop Bernardin regarding July 13~14 incidents. Implied demand
to remove Father M or "we will be forced to pursue our legal remedies
outside.”

SEPTEMBER 10, 1982

Father K meets with Father M regarding allegations in affidavits.

SEPTEMBER 28, 1982

Father K informs Father S and -of judgment rdgarding
evidence contained in the five affidavits, of itself, insufficient to
force removal. Also, I informed them of my meeting with Father M, and
my directive that he consult with a priest-counsellor.

SEPTEMBER 29, 1982

Seven members of pastoral staff write to Archbishop expressing
outrage that evidence of affidavits has not forced PFather M's removal.
Request meeting with Archbishop.

OCTOBER 4, 1882

Father S meets with Archbishop.

JRK:cfb
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 31t
CHICAGO, HLLINOIS 60610

Oft: (312) 642-1837 T0: FILE
DATE: JUNE 14, 1991
RE: ROBERT MAYER

1. GREc217ed. She said that she was in the school on Tuesday,
June 11, and Bob came over and asked her to stop in at the principal'’s office.
In the presence of I 2nd Kim Ounleavy, Bob proceeded to tell them he had
received a call a week or so ago from the Vicar and Bob said his first reaction
was: "for God's sake, Kim , I thought maybe you were molesting second graders".
He claimed that he had no idea why he was being called down to the Vicar's office.
A1l he said was that they are raising questions because about ten years ago "a®
hysterical woman accused her of molesting her son". Mayer then proceeded to
1ist a number of things that he will not be doing next year e.g., not going into
Mi at all, not teaching any classes, not having kids at the rectory, etc.
said that by the time the conversation was ended, she thought that maybe
she was nuts. Mayer did mention that he had not heard anything further from the
Vicar or anyone else.

2. ? said she is absolutely confidence that her son, NN, vas telling
the truth in the allegations that he made against Bob regarding the pornographic
movie and magazines and Bob rubbing himself. Also, regarding the things that
Bob told NP about group sex, etc. QMR said she cannot imagine

making up any of this.

3.l is very anxious that we delay confronting Bob until after school is

officially out for her and Kim. This will be June 28. 1 agreed that we would
not contact Bob until after that date.

W s o Y o ceron. (G SN st o AP
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311
CHICAGO, ILLINQOIS 60610

\

Oft: (312) 642-1837 TO: File (R. Goedert)
DATE: June 6, 1991
RE: Robert Mayer

1. 1 interviewed Kim Dunleavy, the principal at St. O0dilo's. I had previously
tried to meet with him on Friday, May 31, but that was graduation day. " We then
arranged for an appointment at 3:00 on Monday, June 3. Monday morning I received
a message that Kim cancelled, because of the school picnic. This surprised me
because when we set the date, he told me all about the picnic but didn't think
it would be any problem for him to break away and get down here by 3:00. I
therefore, called him at home Tater that night. It was obvious from our con-
versation that Kim was reluctant to come down to see me. He didn't quite know
what position this would put him in in vegard to Fr. Mayer. Kim obviously is
concerned about his job, as he said that the relationship between a pastor and -
the principal is crucial. 1 convinced Kim that he had to come in, as it is his
duty as a principal, to cooperate with me in a very.serious investigation which

could lead to the dismissal of the pastor, etc. Having put it this way, Kim then
agreed to see me. ‘

2. Kim becamé principal at St. 0dilo's on July 1, 1989. He was with Fr. Skatch
as pastor for 1 year and then with Fr. Mayer.

3. I asked Kim if he had ever known Fr. Mayer prior to his arrival at St. Odilo.
Kim responded in the negative. He said: "I never knew or even heard of Bob
Mayer before 1 came to St. Odilo. During the interim between Fr. Skatch and
him, I did hear the names of two or three possible pastors and Mayer's was

one of them. But I never really heard anything at all other than Mayer was the
one who had been sent to St. Dionysius to close it down and this made me a
1ittie nervous. But I had no preconceived notions." '

4, 1 asked Kim to go through the situation chronologically and let me know all
of his concerns and what he did about them. He said that Mayer was appointed
in September 1990. His wife teaches at * school in
Oak Lawn. When he told his wife about Bob Mayer becoming the pastor, she men-
tioned it at her own school and within a matter of days she came home and said
that Marilyn Steffel, whom they both knew, and who was a friend OFH
I SR 1 i tcn 3 book. sbout
priests who had had problems relating to children and Marilyn had a whole

~ chapter on Bob Mayer. Kim said he didn't really pay that much attention, as

he wanted to keep an open mind towards Mayer. He didn't really check anything
out and he let the matter drop.

5. Sometime after that, during September, Kim heard from a school parent. This’
parent asked him if Mayer was the same one who had trouble with kids at St,

Mary's in Lake Forest. Again, Kim said he really knew nothing at all about this
and the woman just said she was wondering and didn't pursue the matter with him,
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‘R. Mayer, 6/6/91 Page 2

6. Kim said he began to be more concerned when *
told him that she had heard something about trouble that Mayer had when he was
at St. Steven's in Des Plaines. Evidently a school parent had talked to @l
Kim sdid that everyone talks to SSREP. She has been around a long
time and is a very well-liked and respected woman. She ig a parishioner and
has been for 10 or 11 years. His conversation with
was very early on, still in September. They had just recentily met
Bob Mayer. Kim said that Mayer flies into the school 1ike a tornado and they
were just commenting on how over-whelmed they were by his approach, particularly
in contrast to the previous pastor who never came around the school at all.

7. Kim's concerns were heightened when one of the teachers who used to take care
of the altar boys was told that Mayer was going to take them over. This didn't
bother Kim and Mayer appointed two eighth grade boys to be in charge, to make

the schedules, etc. Kim could see that Mayer had developed a close relation-

ship with these bo jckly. One boy especially stood out in Kim's mind,
and this was w just graduated. Kim said that N
and Mayer were very close. When was in trouble, Mayer defended him.
i was doing very poorly in school, getting straight D's. Kim told Fr. Mayer
that he ought to slacken up a bit on the work he was giving toJ I so that

he could do his school work hetter. Mayer accepted the suggestion and subse-
quently decided to appoint two kids each quarter. It was at this time that Kim
began to put together the rumors that he had been hearing and this particular

relationship with Il He said that he began to get nervous, didn't do

anything, but did keep his eyes on things much more closely. This was probably
around November.

8. Kim then said that he was getting ahead of himself. He said that in October,
AW came to him with the story of her own son’s involvement with Mayer.

She said that when Fr. Mayer mentigped a guitar group, MR told Mayer

that her son, i , because 0dilo's had no

m Se Fr. Mayer invite to come and talk about it. She said
a me

with Fr. Mayer twice. The first time it was just a discussion

and Kim said that he guesses that everything was 0.K, But the second time,
AN :2id that the atmosphere was different. 4y said Mayer made
overtures toward The one phrase that stuck in Kim's head from his con-
versation with was that Mayer was talking about families and that some-
times families aren't always supportive enough and you need someone else. And
also, in talking about the future, Mayer said something to the effect that

"The best way to share your dreams is to sleep with the other person." Also,
told ¢im that there were porno magazines on the table in Mayer's room.
And when dimipwas going to leave, Mayer put a pornographic movie into the video.
left at that point. Kim said that that was the extent of his knowledge,
cugh has subsequently told him more details. This all happened between
@y 2nd Mayer in October, just a month after Mayer arrived. @ told his mother
that the pornography was the "hard stuff".

and her judgement greatly." He said he himself was confused because
was a grown man, 20 or 21, not a little boy or a 13 or 14 year old. He said
was very angry. She never confronted Mayer on it, as Kim thinks she
was concerned about the impact it would have [ JBEJ. and probably also be-
cause evidently no damage was done to dENEp

9. 1 aiked Kim 1f he trusted i judgement. He said: "1 would trust
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R. Mayer, 6/6/91 page 3

10. Kim said that he kept putting all of this in the context of the school. His
. bottom line was that he didn't want the children in the school to be hurt. Things
) did quiet down, according to Kim, and the winter passed uneventfully. Kim said

“ that wou]d talk to him off and on about this and that and that her son,

. just i d Mayer, even though in the beginning Mayer used to ask from time
to time why didn*t contact him.

17. The next cause of concern was in February when Mayer visited the eighth
grade. Kim said that Mayer made arrangements with him and the eighth grade
teacher, Chris Zalinski, to teach a course each Thursday. He said that he had
a series that he wanted to teach and Chris would not be able to stay in the room.
Kim said he wasn't comfortable with that arrangement.

12. Somewhere in February or March, Kim heard from another school parent who
asked whether or not fr. Mayer had been in trouble with kids at a previous assign-

ment. Kim didn't know and they didn't go into specifics and the subject was
dropped.

13. Around April, Fr. Mayer told Chris and Kim that he had a sex talk that he
usually gives to eighth graders, but only to the boys. Chris Zalinski agreed to
give the talk to the girls. Kim became concerned when Fr. Mayer talked to him
about the matters that he was going to teach. For example, he said that he was
going to talk about masturbation, but he wasn't going to push the Church's
position. He wasn't interested in putting more guilt on the kids, etc. He
also said that he was going to use street language, because that's the only way
to get across to the kids. And then on the day that he was going to meet with
the boys, he told to send them to the rectory. A1l 22 went. Later
that afterncon, Kim's ,» who also has a boy in the eijghth grade,
said that her son came home and told her that they had been brain-storming to
find out how many names they had for penis.

14. Fr. Mayer told Kim that he needed another session with the boys. Kim agreed.
At that time, however, a CCD student or parent evidently came to NN and
told her that Fr. Mayer had also been asking the kids whether or not they mas-
turbated, how often, how they felt about it, etc.

15. 1 asked Kim if there were any other reasons for his concern. He said he just
remembered that Fr. Mayer had a magazine about AIDS and he came into the school
one day and told Kim that every eighth grader should read it. Fr. Mayer gave the
magazine to Chris Zalinski and told her to make copies for all the kids. Chris
sajd that it was written in comic book style and she showed it to Kim. Kim
said that the book was gross. It was not appropriate at all, especially in a
Catholic school. In Kim's mind, it was smut, with pictures of boys sleeping
with each other, etc. Kim said it was terrible. Kim told Fr. Mayer and told
him that he wasn't going to let the children read it. Fr. Mayer said that one
of the eighth grade boys gave it to him. Kim checked this out and it was true
* and he gave the book back to that boy. Kim said he didn't ask Mayer if he him-
“self had read it, but Kim said that he presumes that he would have. Kim said
he himself read it from cover to cover and was apalled. This spread around
the school, as all the teachers were talking about it. This happened around
April, Kim thinks.

16. Kim said that Mayer asked him in the spring to plan a trip for the altar
servers. There are about 60 of them, 20 of whom are gwrls Kim said that he
suggested Great America, but Mayer sa1d it was too expensive. Mayer decided
that he would take the a1tar servers in smaller groups to his own cottage.
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Mayer didn't tell Kim this, but Kim heard it through the grape vine.and doesn't
remember from whom. The next thing he heard was that Mayer had taken five boys

to the cottage. Kim heard that it was an overnight and
the boys he knew for sure were
Kim never heard anything negative acou 1$ trip, but he did notice that Mayer

had a big scrape on his forhead and when Kim asked him what happened, Mayer
didn't respond.

17. I asked Kim if any parehts or other adults were present at this overnight.
Kim said he did not know. He just did not have any knowledge of it.

18. Another incident that more or less broke Kim's back was the dance which
Mayer said he wanted to have for the eighth grade CCD for the three parishes

in Berwyn. Mayer wanted it for May 17, but Kim said that it would be impossible
because the school people were swamped with activities at that time and Kim

told Mayer "to count him out". Mayer said that he would take care of the dance
himself. This was on a Friday night. When Kim came into school on Monday, he
was told that there had been no chaperones, no refreshments, and no dights. When
people went to pick up their kids, they were very upset. Mayer claimed that a
15-year-old was in charge. The kids were there from 7 to 10 and Mayer dida't
show up until 8:45. They had a DJ and no one paid the DJ. Mayer refused,
because he claimed that it was a school dance. This really upset Kim.

mother had the money that was collected at the dance and took
it to Fr. Mayer and told him that she was very upset that no adults were around.

Mayer told her that her son, -, was in charge. Mayer would not accept the
noney. N mother then tom#, who
also has an eighth grade boy, That's how Kim heard about the dance.
The dance is what triggered Kim into speaking to Sal Gucione, the School Con-
sultant. Kim sajd he was really angry. The kids could have been hurt badly.
Kim decided that he would simply follow the chain of command and report to Sal.
He knew that Sal was going to be there the next day for the end of the year
“luncheon for the Principals' Council. He told Sal the problem, pretty much of
what he just got through telling me today. Sal got real upset. The next day,
Kim was on a conference call with Ralph Bonacoursi, S5al Gucione and myself and
then eventually with |JJENNNEEEE. and Ralph Bonacoursi and myself.

19. Kim added another incident that he just recalled. A school parent reported
to him that she had seen Mayer sun-bathing in a swimming suit on the rectory
patio with | NN :n eighth grader, who was also in a swim suit.

20. 1 asked Kim if he knewsiMMNS: personally. He said that he did.  He has
known &@P for the two years that he has been at St. 0dilo's school. WHEMMis his

ORI | asked Kim if he would have any reason at all
to question il veracity. He said: "No. @ has integrity. Whatever the
GNP did in raising their children, they certainly did it right. 1 see

at least once a week. I have no doubt that whatever he told you was the truth."
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Victim Statement Abstract

This abstract replaces the summary prepared by Bishop Raymond Goedert, Vicar for Priests, of
Victim DY's statement, given to Bishop Goedert on May 30, 1991, formalizing his allegation of
abuse against Rev. Robert Mayer. The alleged abuse consisted of Fr. Mayer rubbing Victim
DY’s leg, kissing Victim DY, and showing Victim DY pornography. Fr. Mayer masturbated
himself in front of Victim DY while looking at the pornography. Fr. Mayer also had sexually
explicit discussions with DY regarding orgies that Fr. Mayer had participated in. Victim DY was
an adult at the time of the alleged abuse. Victim DY said his family had heard that Fr. Mayer
was in trouble in another parish and that there had been a lawsuit prior to Vietim DY meeting Fr.
Mayer.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 31
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610

Off. (312) 642-1837

T0: CARDINAL BERNARDIN
FROM: REV. RAY GOEDERT (}%5}
DATE: JUNE 24, 1991

RE: REV. ROBERT MAYER

1. I am enclosing the revised drafts of:
A. The statement for you to make in confronting Bob on July 1;
B. The letter to be read at the weekend Masses if Bob cooperates
(i.e. resigns and agrees to go for treatment)
C. The letter to be read at the weekend Masses if Bob refused
to resign or to go for treatment.

2. I am alsc attaching the following:
A. A copy of the two Canons (1041 and 1044) upon which your
decision to withdraw his faculties is based;
B. A copy of the agreement Bob signed on 6/2/87 giving the

canonical mandate to avoid all unsupervised contact with
persons under the age of 21.

3. As it stands now, the meeting with Bob will be on Monday, July 1 at 4:30 p.m.
He will be asked to resign effective immediately. If he refuses to resign, he
should be informed that the canonical process for his removal will begin
immediately.

4. Bob should be directed to remove all of his belongings within the next 24 or
48 hours, whichever you think is more reasonable, and take up his residence either
at his cottage, at Little Flower, or at any rectory approved by you. Bob Banzen

is a classmate and close friend, so Bob Mayer might very well choose St. John
Brebeuf.

5. Bob should be informed that he | NN o =dnesday,
July 10. The Vicar for Priests will arrange to get the plane ticket.

6. With regard to a replacement, the Personnel Board will initiate its process
immediately if Bob resigns; otherwise, as soon as the parish is declared vacant.
In the meantime, a retired pastor would be named administrator. We agreed that
would be our first choice. 1 think it _is important that you

call personally to make the request. {1 spoke to today 6/24/91 and
gave him the background).

7. With regard to the confrontation itself on July 1, I would suggest that the
following elements be included:

A, The meeting would begin with a clear statement from yourself
of the decision that has already been made - namely, that Bob

has violated the trust you put in him and that you are now
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asking for his resignation.
B. Only after you have completed your statement would Bob be given
the opportunity to respond. However, you should make it clear
to him that this is not a fact finding session and that even if
Bob denies the present charge, you nevertheless are convinced
that he has violated the mandate, that he has acted quite
inappropriately, that his conduct has been such that you
believe that he is laboring under a psychic defect so serious
that you judge him incapable of rightly carrying out the pastoral
ministry (Canons 1041 and 1044), and for this reason his faculties
are removed and he may not exercise any Sacred Orders whatever.
C. Bob should be told that a decision will eventually be made,  IGzIN

I :: to ihether or not
e Wi e allowed to return to ministry in any capacity.

0. Bob should be told that if he cooperates (i.e. resigns and agrees
to enter treatment), a more benign statement will be read at all
the weekend Masses, a statement that will simply say that Bob has
decided to resign the parish for personal reasons, etc. However,
if Bob refuses to cooperate, a more severe statement will be read
giving the nature of the charge against him, etc.

8. MWith regard to the statement to the parishioners, we agreed it should be:
A. In the form of a Tetter from you to the peaple
B. Read by Bishop Jakubowski at all the Masses the weekend of July 6-7.

g. A major concern remains - what will be the fallout, especially in connection
with the_ case and with those at St. Edna who brought the law suit against
Bob some ten years ago? .

I honestly have no answer. The fallout could very well be serious, and I think
the only thing we can do is to tell the truth - namely, that until this incident,
we were never able fto substantiate any of the allegations made against him.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311
CHICAGO, ILLINQIS 60610

Off- (312) 642-1837 TO: File (R. Goedert)

DATE:  Aug. 21, 1990
RE: Robert Mayer

1. Cardinal Bernardin called. He said that he had discussed the entire matter

of Bob's appointment with the six vicars. He filled them in on all the details.
The vicars voted five to one in support of appointing Bob to the pastorate. How-
ever, the vicars did raise the question as to a missing piece in our investigation.

While we obtained testimonial letters from staff members at en's and St.
Dionysius, and also brought up to date there was
nothing in our material which would indicate how the staff at St. Edna's might

feel. The vicars felt that it was important for us to check out John Hurley,
the current pastor at St. Edna's, to see what his reaction would be.

2. I did talk to John for a half hour or more this afternoon. John said that
if I just asked him out of the blue, without explaining all that Bob has been
through in the past three years by way of rehabilitation, etc., Jdohn's reaction
would be negative. In other words, if he just read it in the New World, Bob
Mayer had been named pastor, he would have wondered whether the diocese had
gone crazy. On the other hand, in the Tight of all that I told John Bob had
gone through since 1987, he would certainly have far less reason to oppose such
an appointment. However, John said that he still has an uneasy feeling. His
main reservation is that he wonders if Bob is continuing the same behavior
which got him into trouble at St. Ednma's. John said that he is not suggesting
that there is anything evil with regard to Bob and his dealing with young boys.
It just strikes him as strange, as it did with many of the parishioners, that

a grown man would spend so much time with young boys in their teens. In the
early days at St. Edna's, when John was ‘first named pastor, he would see that
Bob would shut off his phone early in the evening and spend the rest of the hours
with the young men who would gather around 1ike disciples at the feet of their
Master. Again, John emphasized that he never had reason to believe that Bob was
guilty of pedophilia, as some of the parishioners seemed to think. But it just
strikes John as being immature and it certainly does not project a good image
to the adult parishioners. John has not heard anything about Bob in the last
three or four years, but he just wonders whether or not this same pattern

has continued. John did hear from parishioners at St. Edna's several years
back that their children, now teenagers, were still hanging around Bob at St.
Steven's. Again, John emphasized that these people weren't telling him this
because they were upset. On the contrary, many of them were fans of Bob Mayer
and they were not suggesting that anything evil was going on.

3. John Hurley further stated that when people did talk about Bob Mayer, the

comments would be mostly positive. In fact, John said that the favorable com-
ments would be 10 to every 1 that might be negative.

AQOC 001132



R:. Mayer, 8/21/90 page 2

4. John Hurley also thought it was a good idea when Bob was named as Adminis-
trator of St. Dionysius, rather than Pastor. John saw it as a manner in which
Bob could be well controlled. In other words, if he got out of line at all, he
could easily be removed.

5. John Hurley wanted to know if he could check with other members of the staff.

[ told him not to go into any detail about what Bob has had to undergo the

last three years, and not to say anything about the particular pastorate involved,
but just to simply ask what the reaction would be if Bob were to be named Pastor.

6. John Hurley subsequently reported that Sr. I who was at St. Edna's when
Bob was there, said she would be concerned, but again it was for the same reason
that John Hurley himself was concerned. In other words, if Bob is stiil meeting
with young men every night, then she doesn't think he ought to be appointed as
Pastor. Sr. did say that she had heard, probably two years or so ago, from
peopie in St. tdna's that Bob had continued the pattern at St. Steven's.

7. Then John Hurley then put the associate pastor on the phone, Kurt Boras. Kurt
was not assigned to St. Edna‘s at the time Bob Mayer was there. Kurt admitted
that his first reaction to the thought of Bob becoming a pastor was very negative.
Like John Hurley, he presumes Bob has not changed his pattern of behavior at ali.
In fact, there was a funeral at St. Edna's just two weeks ago and some of the old
timers were back and they were just reminiscing at the table. One of them had
seen Bob on T.V. in connection with the St. Dionysius closure and this is what
triggered the conversation about Bob. There was no strong negative feelings ex-
pressed, nor were any of the people antagonistic. They just raised the question
as to why anyone would spend that much time with young people. If it was just
one night or two on occasion, it would be no problem, but these people couldn*t
understand why an adult would do this night after night. I asked Kurt if he

had any factual information about Bob in his assignment at St. Dionysius, and

he did not.

8. In summary, therefore, John Hurley and the staff feel that Bob has put him-
self in the past into a compromising way of behavior in his dealing with young
men and it causes people to raise questions. If he is still into that same kind
of behavior, then naming him Pastor could create enormous problems.

9. After speaking to John Hurley and Kurt Boras, I then called the Cardinal to
relate this information to him. I suggested that the Cardinal confront Bob per-
sonally on this issue. He should ask Bob point-blank whether or not he has con-
tinued to have young, minor boys either in his room at the rectory or at the
cottage without another adult being present, as required by the mandate imposed
on him by Tom Ventura and confirmed by myself. The Cardinal agreed that he would
confront Bob on this before making his decision.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 3n
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610

Olf: (312) 642-1837 T0: File (R. Goedert)
DATE: Aug. 25, 1990

RE: Robert Mayer

In a conversation with Bishop Gorman today, he mentioned a number of cases
which the Cardinal brought to his attention, one of which was Beb Mayer. In
view of the fact that Bob's deposition is supposed to come up some time in
September, Jack's advice to the Cardinal was that he hold off the appointment
to St. Odilo until we see the results of that deposition. If nothing happens,
~well and good. On the other hand, if it causes some sort of public situation,
then it would be much better that Bob not be in the position of pastor when
things erupt.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610

Off (312) 642-1837 TO: File (R. Goedert)
DATE: Aug. 25, 1990

RE: Robert Mayer

1. The Cardinal calied late tonight. He said that he had just finished
speaking to Bob Mayer. He confronted Bob head on about whether or not he had
continued to have young people in his room without other adults present. Bob
insisted that he has not done that either at St. Steven's or at St. Dionysius.
He insisted that he has observed the mandate imposed upon him by Tom Ventura
and reconfirmed by me.

2. In the light of this, the Cardinal has decided to go ahead with the appoint-

ment. Ken Velo will get in touch with Bob next week and let him know that he
has been named pastor.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

VICAR FOR PRIESTS
80O NORTH CLARK STREET. SUITE 31
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610

Ofi: (312) 642-1837 T0: File (R. Goedert)
DATE: June 10, 1991

RE Robert Mayer

1. 1 spoke to Dave Mulvihill today. Dave is a resident at St. O0dilo. He is
working in the Tribunal, so his knowledge of what goes on at St. Odilo is
1imited by the fact that he is usually not around during the day time except
for weekends. Ordinarily he would get back to the rectory around 6 P.M.

2. I asked Dave whether or not he was aware of any inappropriate behavior on
Bob's part. He said that he did feel that Bob lacked good judgement. When I
asked him to what he was referring, he responded that anyone who had the problem
that he had would be expected to use much greater discretion. But Bob continues
to have kids of grammar school and high school age in the rectory. In fact, Dave
used the phrase that "kids are all over the place". I asked Dave how he knew
this. MWas it first-hand information or hearsay. Dave responded that in view of
the fact that he is ordinarily at the Tribunal during the day, it is only when he
would come home early that he would see kids in Bob's room. I asked Dave approx-
imately how often this has happened and he said that he thought it was twice.

I asked if the kids were definitely minors, and Dave said that they were. I
asked if any other adults were present at the time and Dave said '"no".

3. I asked Dave if there were any other concerns being expressed by either staff
or parishioners. He said that Bob gets mixed reviews. His homilies are usually
about 12 minutes, but the rest of the Sunday Mass is quite quick. A Sunday Mass
probably lasts about 35 minutes. Some people like this, but others complain.
Some people enjoy his homilies, while others say it is just pop psychology, and
not religious as such. Just what they mean by that, Dave doesn’t know. Dave
did comment that the people from St. Dionysius who came over to St. 0dilo's
really do think that Bob is a wonderful priest. They look upon him as "God".

4. 1 asked Dave if he had ever seen any pornography in Bob's room. He responded
that he has not. I asked whether he would be in Bob's room at different times
and he responded that usually they all congregate in Bob's room Saturday evening
after the 5:00 Mass. They have a drink before dinner. On those occasions,
Bob's room is always very neat. He will usually have just one book out that he
is reading at a time and everything else is put away. Dave said that it is

just the opposite of his own room. Dave said that he has never seen any porno-

graphy, either magazines or video tape, and never heard anything about such in
Bob's room.

5. I asked Dave what he thought about the appointment of Bob to the pastorate.
Dave said that his own vision is rat