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officials when he was in Rome to encourage them

to expedite cases, bY his willingness to resubmit

cases as new information became available.

V'lhat about Archbishop Listecki? How did he

express that frustralion to You?

OralIy. He also met with Vatican officials when

he was in Rome on the ad limina visit.

Having reviewed the files on either all or the

majority of priests that are on the Archdiocese

list and looking at those, have you noticed any

distinctions between Archbíshops in the way that

allegations, reports of child sex abuse/ was

documented throughout the Years?

MR. LO COCO: Documented internally?

MR. FINNEGAN: fnternally within the

fi1es.

THE WITNESS: Yes, there is a

clif ference.

F]NNEGAN:

What have you notlced?

That very often you didn't actually have

something from the Archbishop in the fi1e, You

had it from other people. There were different

structures over Lhe years, so for many years

there was no Vicar for Clergy, so you wouldn't

ö

0

BY MR.

a

A
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have had logs and recordings of conversation,

memoriafízînq of conversatíons. Appointment

letters would have been done differently.

Archbishop Cousins in particular frequentfy díd

not retain an incoming letter, all you would have

wouJ-d be hi-s response, and you'd have to draw a

concl-usion from the response about what the

incoming correspondence had been. There were a

lot more smaller pieces of paper with handwritten

notes on them than we would find today where most

everything is generâted on a keyboard. The fact

that internally you had a dj-fferent kind of

administrative structure, especially when it came

to clergy matters. You can actually see the

distinction as leadership changed.

Would you say it's a fair characterization to say

that there was much less written documentation

regarding reports of chíld sex abuse by priests

during Archb'ishops Cousins' time as compared to

Archbishop Weakland's time?

MR. LO COCO: Objection to form. You

can answer.

THE VüITNESS: SaY it again.

FINNEGAN:

Sure. IrüouJ,d you say that it' s a fair statement

BY MR

0
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to say that there was far less documentation

regarding reports of child sex abuse against

priests during Archbishop Cousins' tlme compared

to Archbishop Vrleakland's time?

MR. LO COCO¡ Object to the form, it's

ambiguous. You can ansh/er/ if you have one.

THE VüITNESS: I'm not stlre what you are

asking. Archblshop Cousins kept fewer files, and

I think Archblshop Weakland was in the era where

many more things would have that would have

been written would have been retained. Is that

what you are looking at?

FINNEGAN:

Yes. Vúhat I at least had in mind was in

Archbishop !üeakland's in his book he made a

statement to the effect in there that, You know,

that Archbishop Cousins and a lot of the

Archbishops around that time didn't document the

reports on child sex abuse that l^lere coming in

the same that he did and some of the people that

\^rere his contemporaries.

I couldn't comment on that statement. f donrt

know on what he based that statement.

Have you found at all in your review of the files

that the priests that l^/ere accused of molesting

A

a
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children here in Mílwaukee, that often times

somebody that reports -- that's reported since

2AA2r so there's an intake report and there might

be a notation that their family reported it to

the Archdiocese or the parish priest, and then

you look back and there's no notation, nothing to

fínd in the files? Has that haPPened?

Yes, or what was if there is a document'

what's reported original-ly differs from the

contemporary reporting.

All right. Let's switch topics here to the

release of the 11st of perpetrators with

substantiated allegations of child sex abuse.

What was your involvement in that process at the

beginning?

The context in which that discl-osures of names

fírst came up \^ias through the Eisenberg

Commj-ssion. Do you need me to explain anything

on the Eisenb,erg Commission?

No.

Okay. They were looking at the files of six

priests against whom there had been some

accusation of sexual abuse, and they were in

ministry. The preliminary report from the

Eisenberg Commission was issued in May of 2002-

a

.å\
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633 W. Wisconsin Ave. t Suife 509 t Mìlwaukee, Wl 532A3 o 414 224-6470

Copies to: Bishop Sklba
Vicar for ClergY Personnel
Priest:t Personnel Board

ence the
Archdiocese of Milwaukee

Dear Archbishop Weakland'

I represent Ms.
connectíon with a ser €t

May 20 | L992

Archbishop Reuibert G. I,Ieakland, O.S.B.
Archdiocese of Milwaukee
3501 South take Drive
Saint Francis, llI

RE: Claim of
Rev. Clar

Robert M, Courtney
Fìoberr w. (Rock) Pledl
David J. Molter
Lori L. Schultz

IN

oscurred when ghe was a child, The perpetrator was Father Clarence
Schouten. I understand that he is deceased and there di-d not seem
to be any need to contact the personnel board or its vicar relative
to his current assignment as is my usual procedure' .Therefore, I
am sending this to you v¡ith the aslumption that you will direct it
to Èhe proper person or handle it yourseLf.

My client's fanily attended St. Joseþh's Catholíc Church at
L22nd, ãnd Center Streels during the time in questíon. She has told
me of a pattern of abuse which occurred fron approximetely L964 t"o
196? when she was from about 4 to 7 years old. Father Schouten was
the pastor at that time,

He frequently invited children from t'he surrounding
neighborhood to come into his office. Èe would give them eandy and
allow Èhern to play with a music box - bank ¡'¡hich wouid grab a coin
with a little han¿. My client reports that Father Schouten would
hug her while she watched the nusic box and place his hend down her
pants. He would also place her hand on his penis. Sometimes it
was ínside of his cassock when he díd this. On other occasions it
!ùas outside of his cassocks, completely unclothed. He then moved
her hand to sÈímulate himself. My client recalls him becotni.tg
erect and that later his penis would become wet. Father Schouten
would then give her a piecã of candy and tell her to go outside and
plây. This set of circumstances occurred on numerou.s occasions.
My client ¡nras unaware of what happened to Father Schouten until
rècentIy, She has learned that the complaints of similar conduct
made by the parents of other neighborhood children led to his
removal from the parish. It seems he was in semí-retírement in
California. One natural guestion she has is why no effort ltas made
at the tine to reach out to olher pot.ential victÍms within the

ADOM0t7693



parish once the of abuse was knovm.

Ms. has retained rne to represent her on thís clair¡.
I beI eLs liable for Father Schou
the failure to respond aggres siveLy at the time.

Èen's acts and
The emotional-

problems
minimized

RWP/sje

c¡ Ms

from ç¡hich she has suffered c
treatment at the time.

r would appreeiat,e ít if you or somêone on your behal:f would
contact rne witÏ your thoughts on resolving this matter short of
litigation.

Very truly yourst

CoüRTNEY, PLEDL & I4OLTER, S.C.

Robert W. Pl-edl

ADOM0I7694
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2'15. Clarence Schouten
on May 26, 7992 I received a coPy of a letter to Archbiehop Heakland
from Attorney Robert Pledl. that same day I spoke with Eishop Bruse
who recal-Led rneeting with clarence on August 22r 1969 in order to
request his imnediate resignation fron lhe pastorate of St. Joeeph?s
Pårish in wauwatosa. 

RJs

Schouten, Clarence (deceased)
on wednesday, May 2'1, L992 we received a letter addressed to
Archbishop ffeakland fron Attorney Robert Pledl asking for some

cornpensatio. fotl who alleges sexual abuce as a minor
by Clarence who is not deceased. The alleged incidents occurred in
the l960ts when Clarence was Pastor of St, Joseph' Itlauwatosa. Ralph
6ross checked the Chanee¡y files' and there a!ê no other such
allegatlons.

Rfv

'lnt. clârence schouten
Or Sunday evening, Ðecember 6, !992 f received a plrone calJ" f¡om
Deacor¡ Larry Norman wh<l reporÈed sonversatlon with an alleged victim
of clarence from many years ago. Ãt my øuggeeti.on he stated thaÈ he

would continue conversalion with her and let me kno¡¡ if ghe deeired a
personal meeting with rnYself.

R.tS

"14, cLarence Sehouten
On ¿L l-993 r

who
the

first five years of grade school at st. Joeephtg in I{aur*atoaa (1964
to 1969 ) .
Parlsh in

caÍle âccompanied by Deacon l,arry lilorman of St. paults

sexuâ1 abuse by Fr. SchouÈen whlle they were J.n

who has been aseistS"ng Ifn galntng
trust in the Church. Àt thel-r reguest I revLewed E'r. gcbouèenre file
from the chancery .ârchives and discovÊred very rittre info¡matíon
wnrcn r was ã.pre Eo anare. Ir"s,rested ltnanciat e'sigtancê ín
rpturnìnd rô â inÞrân1qr- 

I ^t- 
rhã u]a6+ ¡llid ðh^r+ó-

Counsaling center, for addiãIõñãlft-herãþy since she had found hetp
through t'his gå$e individual from May, 199O through Junêr 1991 and
needÊ to return even though she doeg not have l-neurance coverage for
counseling at this time. f explained the fact that we were Ln the
process of developing some kind of plan for providing Lnttial help to
vicÈims and pronrieed to geek counsel from Ðt. Líz piagecki as well as
eontaet,ing the therapigt, ¡nentioned, I is receiving Èherapy from
a peychlatriet, or, I is the ltaukeaha areâ and ¡eguested that
the Parishes !'he:e Fr. schouten may have served (in the san Diego
area after rnovíng to 1ivê with his eieter in California in 1969) be
sontacted in order to 6ee tf any ca€tes of a1J_eged abuee may have
occurred thefê. Both individualg are
other cases and mentlc¡aed a friend, ff the exigter¡ce of

as an addLlional
potential vict,im. They als() both reguested a epecial suppôrt group
eponsored by t,be Archdiocese for such victins and I promised to seek
further inforrnation in that regard.

RJS

t;;d-

ADOM0l7792



PRIVII.EGED AND CONFIDE}TTTAI.
FIN,AL VERSION

Sexual Contacts/Rev. Daniel Eudzynski

1987:. / t. grader
khorn

, minor {eighth
Pallotine Retreat House, E1
Report to nishop Sklba
St. Ï,ouis. Caledonia

1983 minor (13 or 14)
.tr minor { age 10 )

Awaiting assignment: Budzynski livj"ng in same building

Ls82 / a. llaukesha minor (17 or 18)

Fanily reported to Archbishop/ sent to treatment
On leave to Diocese of J,aCrosse
Campus Ministry, Stevens ?oínt

1976-1980
5. Male¡ ',young adult" from Oxford lrlisconsin (took Polaroid

pictures of this ma1è, nude, on bed after sexual actívity) Confrpnted
by this male's friend.

t '-' "19 ar 20"
7 "young adu1t": reported to Fr- 'John Kelly
8. age 13

Campus Ministry: Eau Claire
Diocese of LaCrosse

t97 4-L97 6
'/ g' 

' minor, age 13 or 14 -- Reported to Archbishop
Cousins, Budzynski sent to therapy.

10. Minor male, friend of :
11. , minor (17 or 18)
L2

St" ,foseph, Wauwatosa

7972-L97 4
13.
14,
15. Guitar players
.16. (miaor) I reported to Pastor

W. (minor)" J\rchbishop Cousins relieves him of duties ¡ on
leave-LL/73-3/74

st. Peter Claver, Sheboygan

Summers L972-73; rJ. Of San Francisco
(-18. "several m.inor kids": Parents report to parish priest
"-19. in San Francisco who tells hím not to have

csntact with their sonÊ anY more.

2
3

ADOM023888



L97 l-72 / ZO. ': tol-d best friend and report "circulated
amg,ng the kids". Removed by Bishop BrustlÀrchbishop Cousins, placed
on leave for several months before Sheboygan.

St. Bernadette. Mj-lwaukee

1969-L97 7
2r.
22. açIe 13 or 14'
23. Unknown :ainor male 13 or 14
24. Unknown minor male age 13 or L4

(Both on camping trip witb .-.-. .)
25 . ( runawaY ) , açte " 14 or 15 "
26,

.. ,/ 27. : "1, 1 or 72"
,/ 28. age L3

fook pictures of * boys in the nude. They told their mother
who reportã¿ to Fr. Ken Metz. Fudzynski goes to psychiatrist on his
own wil.hout telling the Archdiocesè. "I am losing my rnind. "

29. J (adu1.t serninarian)
St. Casimir, Milwaukee

1_ e66-I_969

,l

30. "13 or 14"
31. "13 or 14"
32, "13 or 14"
33. . "15 or l-6"
34. "15 or 16"
35- "13 or 14"
36. "13 or 14"
37, "15 ór 16"
38, " 15 or 16"
39. 7th or eiqhth grrader)
40. ( mother, adult)
41. friend
42. : 7th grader
43. "11 or 12"
44- - *Õ1der brother of
45. t I Cousin of 1-,---*, minor
46. Frj-end of (*45): minor
St. Paulr Milwaukee

1965- 196 6

and rl

47.
48.
49.
st.

"13 or 14"
:13or14

Minar male, name unknoetn
Joseph, T,lest Allis

L962-L965

PicnÍcs with boys, St. Eelen's Milwaukee

ADOM023889
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breakdown which began between 1958-1963 rvas caused by her referal to
psychologi"a lby Ðave Hanser at ch¡ist King Parish. 

RJs

683. Hanser, David

*no,3!ol3f Hå.lfft i::',:.ffi i,ä':#*'131; ::l:, :ï:::"
wlth the resulL that Ðave was informed by Chaplain Harvey Berg that he
should not apply for a second quarter of CPE in the fall. Dave used the
cPE process well and did corplete the guarter unj"t.

RJS

RJS

: )1,::,ìr

!i

ffiffig}A#Yffiffi

822. Hanser David
On Friday, October 6, 1989 I met wiÈh Dave and Ðr.

tberapist, al Hilsaukee Psychj.atric Hospital , r+ith ¡vhom
f ti,"
David has been

meeÈing weekly for the past year. I outli::ed Tecent developments a¡d
reiterated the fact that assigrunent to parlsh ministry does not seem
feasjble at this ti¡ne. Both concurred that parish ministry is not sithin
Dave's desire, but rather continued CPE eertlfieation toward hospital
mini.stry remains his current objective. He is in an extende,il program at
St. Joseph Hospital which will finish in üa¡ch, 1990 and hopes to be
availabLe for assignment to hospital rninistry in spring of 1990. Dr.
stated that he would be wllling to wrj.te a lelter including a profess

I
ional

reco¡rsnendation that Ðavid is ready for ministerial asslgnment nithout undue
concern on the part of the Archdiocese aÈ this time. I Listed my
recorrnendation that ongoing spiritual direction, therapy and a support
group would be the request of tþe Àrchdiocese. o.. Idid not believe
that a support group ¡+ou1d be helpful in thls j-nstance and indicated that
hi.s letter eould state lhe same.

RJS

899. Hansero David
On lfonday, Ostober 23, l9g9 a fj-1e was discovered in Bi,shop Leo

I locked drawer i,ndicating an allegation frorn l-9?5 related to the
IfarniLy. This information had been totally unknown to me before
that date.

RJS

ADOM0ll729



ARCIIDIOCESE OF MILï/AUKEE
NAMEI Ðavid John Hanser

DATE OF BIRTH:
ORDINATION: MaY 31, 1958

ORIGINA,L DIOCESE
CLERIC'S ADDRESS

AGE:72
YEARS OF MINISTRY: 30 years (l'{ot in
any fotmal assignment since 1988)

OF INCARDINATION: Archdiocese of Milwaukee

Nashotah, WI 53

PROCITRATOR: Unknown
PROCIIR,A.TORS ADDRES S :

ASSIGNMENT HISTORY:
,A,ssistanl - Ch¡ist King Parish (Wauwatosa, WI) - June 20, 1958

Assistant - Sacred Heart Parish (Racine, Wl) - Iuly 7, 196A

Facuþ * Catholic Memorial ltigh School {Waukesha, Wt 
- tlv 6' 7961

nacuþ - St. Joseph Higfr School {Kenosha" riV} - June 16' 1910

Associate pastor - Sl Jãhn Vianney Parísh {Broolcñeld, \lgl} - Jime \3, 1972

AssociatePaslor_HolyFamilyParish0trhitefrshBay,V/I)-Julre13,1978
Pastor - St. Mary Parish (Pewaukee, WI) - February 9' 1982

Leave of Absence - JulY 14, i988
Resignation *November 30' 1988

Awaiting Assignment - Decembcr 1, l9BB

Unassigned with restricted ministry - September I' 1995

Restricted from all public ministry - Apt''l2A02

Retired - MaY 6,zt}z
ACCUSATIONS:

acts

t975

1968

1969

1969

Ifa*ily" Not specified Not specified

Sexual assault;
genital fondling
Sexual assault;
genital fondling
beneath clothirg

May 4,2002

Attempted sexual JulY 1988

contact (once)

Sexual assault (once) JulY 1988

Sexual assault {25 to JulY 1988

40 times)

Note in record that a file was

found in 1989 in a locked file
in an auxiliarybishop's office

@ishop Leo Brust) with a
complaint from 1975 about
sexu¿l improprieties with
children from this familY; file
not iocated currentlY
i|r'.fay 4,2042L7

1l

18

l97A
1968-
1973

lo
1 t-16

ADOM0tz240
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August 8,2005

Most Reverend Angelo Amato, SDB
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
Piazzadel S. Uffizio l1
00193 Rome,Italy

Your Excellency:

In accord wilh the norïns af Sacratnentctrum sanctítatis tutela,I am submitting for

your consideraiion the case of a priest of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, Reverend

Donald Peters has been accused of acts of sexual abuse of minors. The summary of these

allegations is enclosed. Father Peters has adüritted that a number of these acts of sexual

assault occurred.

As we have reviewed the various files, it would appear that the original problem

would date back to the 1960's and 1970's.. While there is ¡ecord of a formal notification

of a problem b Lgg?., the anonynous nature of the report rnade it difficult to address.

Fathà¡ was infomed of the report but he said he did not know tc¡ what it referred.

However, a closer review of correspondence from that period may reveal

otherwise. In 1971 Archbishop'ù/illiam Cousins received a letter &om Father Peters in

which he nakes reference to the need for a speedy transfer of assignment as

recommended by Auxiliary Bishop Leo Brust as "the pruclent way'' given circumstances.

A second note was sent to Bishop Brust from Father Peters stating that nothing should be

comrnitted to wîiting and no letter sent to those conoemed' Archbishop Cousins

hansfered. Father Peters to a new assignment a month later'

From the vantagepoint of hindsighl, it would appear that this correspondence

indicates that some inappiopriate behavior had occurred at that time' Bishop Brust was

the person who handled such matters and the usual response ì¡r'as to quietly see tJrat the

priest left his place of assignmenf .

When con&onted with the allegations *r2\t2,Father Peters spontanecusly

admit¡ed that there were incidents of sexual contact with minors in his past- He made this

declaration to the investigating civil authorities and to the Vicar for Clergy. On that basis,

Father was placed under precept not to exercise any public ministry. Tn2OQ4, as pârt of
the attemptìo bring resolution this situation, again Father Peters admitted that there were

hvo or three others who might come forwald. His dating of those incidents of sexual

contact corresponds to the letters an<i mid-year change of assignment in 1971. Given the

number of yeárs that Father Peters was actively,involved in the Boy Scouts, there is every

reason to believe that additionai victims may come forward.

i101 South Lake llrive , PO. Box 070912, Mih!'aukee, W1 53207-09.12

PuoNr: (4 I 4) 76 9 -3+97' Wrn s;TE:'.rr',+v.archmil.ctg

ADOM0399A2
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Most Reverend Algelo Arlalo
Congregation for the Doctrine of tire Faith

page2

lnsurance,

I look forward to your response in this matter,

With sentiments of deepest esteern, I am,

In the years since it was first issued, the precept has remained in place' I am of the

opinion that the matter needs more concrete resolution' Given his age, I had proposed that

Father Peters aglee to live a life ofprayer and penance while rcmaining under precepl' He

has been consiãering that option but knows thât to do so would mean he would not have

free reign to travel and live-elsewhere in another diocese fo¡ six or more months of the

y"ar. Hã would nçed lo remain in the Milwaukee A¡chdiocese to be monitored. He has

teen in consultation with two different canon lawyers. Hs has now concluded that he

woulcl ¡ather be free to travel than to remain in the cledcal state. He is choosing to seek

voluntary laíctzationand his petition is enclosed' I have been assu¡ed by his present

canonical advisor that this decision is being made freely and that he has been given

suf{icient counsel to make such a decision. This has not been a hasfy or sudden

judgement. The Archdiooese of Milwaukee has paid for the services of a canonical

advisor for hím,

While it wo¡ld have been rny preference that he choose the first option given, a

life of prayer and penance, he is urwilling to accept the conditions that would accompany

that possiúitity. Given the legal liabilities, another diocese is not going to 
1gI1e 

t9

*oriito, a priést for whom they have no responsibility. I regret that Father Peters has

chosen as he has brit I respect his right to do so.

Father Peters receives his fult pension and will continue to do so since it is a

qualihed selÈcontributory plan. He owns a home in'Wisconsin and one in Florida'

ihoul¿ his petition be granted, the Archdiocese of Milwaukee will establish a fund from

which he cán draw anyiesouïces needed for additional health needs not oovered by his

Sincerely yours in Christ,

+ | {'I,.',"ù q
Most Reverend TimottrY M. Dolan

Archbishop of Milwaukee

ADOIVI039903
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3Tlternally ysurs ln ChrlÉt,

!io8t Róvêren¿ t¡1111å¡a E. cousl,ns
atchblrhop öf, $llrrsulta*

lhaÌ F.tb.r Í¡rrcll:
Ut:ly thåülte for ycur lcet*¡ of, Janusty l.4th' Fãthcr

3ob Sf,@ûn h¡d alr+ady acqüaLntåd É ttfch sm of the
dctaLlø¡ bug 1*¿s srore ihsn hrppy tl¡ gèt yot¡r !¡ote sxÈùndèd
a¿coünt*
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