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Vicar for Clergy Database 

Clergy Assignment Record (Detailed) 

Current Primary Assignment 

Mr Sean Cronin 
5000 Arundel Drive 

Woodland Hills, CA 91364 

Birth Date 10/26/1943 

Birth Place 

Diaconate Ordination 

Priesthood Ordination 

Diocese Name 

Macroom, County Cork, Ireland 

10/7/1967 

9/8/1973 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

6/13/1973 

Latin 

Age: 69 

Deanery: 22 

Date of Incardination 

Religious Community 

Ritual Ascription 

Ministry Status 

canon State 

To Lay State 

Diocesan Priest 

9/8/1973 

Incard Process 0 
Begin Pension Date 

Cell phone 

Seminary 

Ethnicity 

(818) 337-8834 

Holy Cross College, Dublin, Ireland 

Irish 

Fingerprint Verification and Safeguard Training 

Date Background Check 

Virtus Training Date 

Assignment History 

Assignment 

Returned To Lay State, Rescript from the Congregation of the Doctrine of 
the Faith Prot N. 782/2004 

Administrative Leave 

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church, Northridge Associate Pastor 
(Parochial Vicar), Active Service, Original term was from 10/1/2000 to 
6/30/2005. 

Sick Leave 

Sabbatical, Oxford 

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque Catholic Church, Lomita Resident, Active 
Service 

SS. Peter and Paul Catholic Church, Wilmington Resident, Resident 

Beginning Date Completion Date 

1/26/2011 

7/13/2004 ·1/26/2011 

10/1/2.000 7/13/2004 

2/10/2000 9/30/2000 

1/1/1991 1/1/1992 

7/6/1988 2/9/2000 

10/1/1984 7/5/1988 
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Marymount College, Rancho Palos Verdes Chaplain, Active Service, Also 9/1/1984 2/9/2000 
faculty 

St. Helen catholic Church, South Gate Resident, Resident 10/18/1982 9/30/1984 

St. Michael High School, Los Angeles Education-Teacher/Faculty, Active 7/10/1979 8/31/1984 
Service 

St. Michael Catholic Church, Los Angeles Resident1 Resident 7/10/1979 10/17/1982 

St. Monica High School, Santa Monica Education-TeacherjFaculty1 Active 7/1/1977 7/9/1979 
Service 

St. Monica Catholic Church, Santa Monica Resident, Resident 7/1/1977 7/7/1979 

St. Andrew Catholic Church, Pasadena Associate Pastor (Parochial Vicar), 12/27/1975 6/30/1977 
Active Service 

St. Genevieve Catholic Church, Panorama City Associate Pastor (Parochial 9/8/1973 12/26/1975 
Vicar), Active Service 

St. Genevieve Catholic Church, Panorama City Deacon, Active Service 9/5/1972 9/7/1973 



REDACTED 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Loomis, Msgr. Richard A 
Friday, December 10, 1999 4:53PM 
REDACTED 

RE: Letter to-Father Sean Cronin 

I called Fr. Cronin and left a message on his voice mail with the orrect address and phone number .. 

-original Measaoe--
From: RED!-CIEOP~-~-~~-- ___ ~ 
Sent: Friday, December 10, 1999 4:30PM 
To: Loomis. Msgr. Richard A. 
Subject: Letter to Father Sean Cronin 

Monsignor. 

I just noticed that the address and telephone number listed on your letter to Father Cronin is an old address. Dr. 
REDACTED - moved recently. Her new address and telephone number are as follows: REDACTED 
REDACTED REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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REDACTED 

To: REDACTED 
Subject: RE: Misconduct 

Dear REDACTED REDACTED 
Peace and thank you for your response. Detective will give you, your rights 
and the consequences for the perpetrator. It is so important to protect children first. 
The priest involved in your incident needs help. He like any citizen is under the s~~e 
laws as all of us are regarding children and vulnerable adults. Priests have had 
education over the last 15 years regarding right relationships and observing boundaries. 

RCALA 001704 

I am sorry for the emotional pain and stress you are experiencing. It is not easy to come 
forward. However, it is important for the safety of children. I believe that you have 
rights regarding confidentiality that are observed by the diocese and the law enforcement 
agency. My prayers are with you and your family at this time. 
Sincerely, 
REDACfE[REDACTED 

-----Oricrinal Messaqe----­
From:REDACTED 
Sent: WeciTlesday, May 29, 2002 11:24 PM 
To:REDACTED 
Subject: Misconduct 

Dear REDACTEcREDACTED 
Thank you for getting back to me. I've forwarded my allegations to Detective 

REDACTED as you s·uggested. I w~uld rather not make this a police matter. 
I certainly would not any legal action taken against this man. because I 
honestly feel this is a matter for the church and he should be diciplined 
accordingly. The misconduct occured 20 years ago and has been a burden for 
me. I'm very concerned for my privacy and certainly would not want my family 
involved in any way. If I was to go forward with a police report, what would 
happen to the priest in question ??? 

REflc\_C]§D __ _ 

Chat with friends online, try MSN Messenger: http://messenger.msn.com 

183081 
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REDACTED 

From: 
·~ent: 
. lro: 

Subject: 

Dear REDACTE[REDACTED 

REDACTED 

W~d~~~day, May 29,200211:24 PM 
REDACTED 
Misconduct 

Thank you for getting back to me. I've forwarded my allegations to Detective 
REDACTED as you suggested. I would rather not make this a police matter. 
I certainly would not any legal action taken against this man because I 
honestly feel this is a matter for the church and he should be diciplined 
accordingly. The misconduct occured 20 years ago and has been a burden for 
me. I'm very concerned for my privacy and certainly would not want my family 
involved in any way. If I was to go forward with a police report, what would 
happen to the priest in question ??? 

REDACTED 

Chat with friends online, try MSN Messenger: http://messenger.msn.com 

183080 
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REDACTED 

To: 
-,rubject: 

RCALA 001706 

REDACTED 
RE: Misconduct 

Dear REDACTED 
Peace and thank you for your response. Detective REDACTED will give you, your rights 
and the consequences for the perpetrator. It is so important to protect children first. 
The priest involved in your incident needs help. He like any citizen is under the sa~e 
laws as all of us are regarding children and vulnerable adults. Priests have had 
education over the last 15 years regarding right relationships and observing boundaries. 
I am sorry for the emotional pain and stress you are experiencing. It is not easy to come 
forward. However, it is important for the safety of children. I believe that you have 
rights regarding confidentiality that are observed by the diocese and the law enforcement 
agency. My prayers are with you and your family at this time. 
Sincerely, 

REDACTEDEDACTED 

-----Original Message----­
From: ~-~12..~<;:1~~-
Sent: Wednesday, May 29, 2002 11:24 PM 
To: ~EDACTED 
s-ubject: Misconduct 

Dear REDACTECf3.sl?t.Q"I.EP 

Thank you for ge~ting back to me. I've forwarded my allegations to Detective 
REDACTED as you suggested. I v1buld rather not make this a police matter. 
I certainly would not any legal action taken against this man because I 

__ honestly feel this is a mat.ter for the church and he should be diciplined 
_ ... )accordingly. The misconduct occured 20 years ago and has been a burden for 
~e. I'm very concerned for my privacy and certainly would not want my family 

involved in any way. If I was to go for1>1ard with a police report, what would 
happen to the priest in question ??? 

REDACTED 

Chat with friends online, try MSN Messenger: http://messenger.msn.com 
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REDACTED 

,. From: 
' "'pent: 

REDACTED 

Wednesday, May 29, 2002 11:26 PM 
REDACTED . . .. "To: 

Subject: Misconduct co 
Dear REDACTED REDACTED r 

Thank you for getting back to me. I've forwarded my allegations to Detective 
REDACTED as you suggested. I would rather not make this a police matter. 
I certainly would not any legal action taken against this man because I 
honestly feel this is a matter for the church and he should be diciplined 
accordingly. The misconduct occured 20 years ago and has been a burden for 
me. I'm very concerned for my privacy and certainly would not want my family 
involved in any way. If I was to go forward with a police report, what would 
happen to the priest in question ??? 

REDACTED 

MSN Photos is the easiest way ~o share and print your photos: 
http://photos.msn.com/support/worldwide.aspx 
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Last Cronin Title Rev. 
Birthplace Ireland County Cork 
Ordained 73 Seminary Holy Cross, 
Order Incardinated X 

First Sean Middle 
Year 1943 DOB 10/26/43 

Dublin, Ireland 
Diocese 

RCALA 001708 

Age 60 

Diocesan X Religious 
Institution Our Lady of Lourdes 
Address1 18405 Superior St. 

Living/Working 
Church 

Inactive Rite 
Assigned 00 

Country City Northridge 
Home REDACTED 
Status Associate 

1 Work 

Address2 
State CA Zip 91325-1798 

Private FAX(818) 349-2516 

Comment 

Date Entered 10/02/2000 
Deanery 5 Title3 Father 
Will X Retired in Rectory 

Date Assigned 
Title4(Dean) T~ 

c x ss# REDACTED 

Appointments 

St. Genevieve, Van Nuys - 09/08/73 
St. Andrew, Pasadena - Associate 12/27/75 
St. Monica, Santa Monica - Associate 07/0l/77 
St. Monica High School, Santa Monica - Faculty 07/01/77 
St. Michael , Los Angeles - Residence 07/10/79 
St. Michael High School, Los Angeles - Faculty 07/10/79 
St. Helen, South Gate - Residence 10/18/82 
SS. Peter & Paul, Wilmington - Residence 09/01/84 

10/01/2000 
Salutation Sean 
P.P. X General Mail X 

Marymount College, Palos Verdes - Chaplain/Faculty 09/01/84 
St. Margaret Mary, Lomita - Residence 07/06/88 
Sabbatical 1991 - 1992 Academic Year 
Sick Leave - 02/10/2000 - 09/30/2000 
Our Lady of Lourdes, Northridge - Associate 10/01/2000 
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TO: File 

FROM: Monsignor Craig A. Cox 

RE: Reverend Sean Cronin 

DATE: 7 January 2003 

I spoke with Father Cronin today to inform him that his name had been listed among a group of 
alleged perpetrators of sexual misconduct with minors prepared by attorneys for prospective 
plaintiffs. The sketchy information points to an allegation related to his time at St. Genevieve's, 
which was from 1973 - 1975, his first assignment after ordination. 

The only complaint the Archdiocese has was related to boundary crossings during his tenure at 
••••• but noting related to St. Genevieve's. Father Cronin indicated that he had 

engaged in no misconduct. He will be taking a vacation in a few days, and be out of the diocese 
for a few weeks. I asked him to leave with his pastor a way to contact him while on vacation, 
and he promised that he would. 

53187 

RCALA 001709 

v 000008 



RCALA 001710 

REDACTED ::0 

-"•EDACTED 

53188 

v 000009 



CONFIDENTIAL & PRJVILEGED 
INTERVIEW REPORT 
ATTORNEY WORK PRODUCT 

INTERVIEW OF REDACTED 

REGARDING FATHER SEAN CRONIN 

On 1112104REDACTED 
rectory at 
CA, phone REDACTED 

Canonical Auditor interviewedREDACTED 
church, where he is pastor, 
He supplied the following information: 

in his. 

REDACTED stated he had been informed by REDACTED that he would be interviewed 
regarding his knowledge of Fr. Sean Cronin. 

He and Cronin were residents at St. Monica's in or around 1980, but they lived in 
separate buildings. REDACTED. resided in an annex building at the parish but worked daily at 
the Chancellery in Los Angeles. Cronin lived in the rectory and taught at the high school. 
He had only limited contact with Cronin, usually at meal time. He reiterated that he has 
never had a reason to question Cronin's integrity or moral character and never had an 
indication that he may have been involved in child abuse. 

He provided the nan1es of three ptiests, including the pastor, all deceased who were 
present when Cronin was at St. Monica's. He statedREDACTED (phonetic) 
whom he believes is retired in Bellflower, CA was present with Cronin at St. Monica's. 
REDACTE

1REDACTED REDA?TED was principal of the high school when 
Cronin was a teacher there. Note: The 2004 L.A. Archdiocese directory has no listings 
for Fr.REDACTED orREDAcTED~EDACTED 

183010 
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Statement for ·weekend Masses at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Northridge 
January 31- February 1, 2004 

Regarding Reverend Sean Cronin 

I am REDACTED REDACTED here in the San -

Fernando Region. Our Archbishop, Cardinal Roger Mahony, has asked that I make an important 
announcement here at Our Lady of Lourdes Palish tlns weekend. 

As you lmow from news reports, many lawsuits seeking monetary damages were filed in the 
month of December that allege sexual abuse of minors on the part of different priests, brothers, 
nuns and laypersons working for the Church. These filings are public records, available to the 
media and to any other person who wishes to obtain the information. 

You probably are not aware that your Associate Pastor, Reverend Sean Cr011in, was named as a 
defendant in two of these lawsuits. We expect that there may be news reports referring to this 
lawsuit in the coming weeks. Both the cardinal and Father Cronin wanted you to learn this 
information from us first rather than through secular news sources. 

The alleged incidents relate to the period of approximately 1972- 1980 when Father Cronin was 
serving at St. Genevieve's and St. Monica's parishes and schools. Up to this point, however, the 
complainants have not come forward to speak with us. As part of the court-ordered mediation 
process, complainants are to submit wTitten responses to questions so that the Archdiocese would 
have some specific information about the nature of the claims. The complainants against Father 
Cronin have not yet done so. Thus, up to the present, the information available to us has been 
hearsay in nature and without the kind of detail that would enable the Archdiocese to conduct a 
thorough investigation, or to enable Father Cronin to present a reasonable defense. 

When informed of the prospective lawsuit, Father Cronin firmly denied any sexually abusive 
conduct with the persons who filed the lawsuits or with any minor. 

Our Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board, consisting of thirteen persons, eleven of whom are lay 
people, has the case of Father Cronin under consideration and has made recommendations for 
further investigation that are being actively pursued. As of its most recent meeting last 
Wednesday, however, the Board has not recommended that Father Cronin be placed on 
administrative leave. Up to this point, the limited nature of information has not provided 
sufficient credible evidence to justify placing him on leave. 

Cardinal Mahony is committed to assuring that children and young people are safe. He has 
firmly pledged that, when it is determined that a pliest has engaged in sexual misconduct with a 
minor, he will be permanently removed from ministry. That pledge has been implemented. The 
fact that a lawsuit has been filed, however, does not mean that Father Cronin has acted in an 
abusive fashion. All people, priests included, must be presumed innocent until there is proof to 
the contrary. At the same time, the Church takes allegations of this sort seriously-- precisely 
because we want to uncover the full truth and then act in accord with the truth. After all, Jesus 
himself stated that it is the truth that sets us free. Therefore, we will continue to seek all 
available information. 

We also will continue to keep you informed of developments. Finally, I ask that you please pray 
for everyone involved-- people who have been harmed by sexual abuse, priests, and those 
conducting the investigations. Thank you for you kind attention. May God bless you! 

183007 
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Statement for Weekend Masses at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Northridge 
January 31-February 1, 2004 

Regarding Reverend Sean Cronin 

I amREDAC~ED REDACTED here in the San Fernando 
Region. Our Archbishop, Cardinal Roger Mahony, has asked that I make an important 
announcement here at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish this weekend. 

As you know from news reports, many lawsuits seeking monetary damages were filed in the 
month of December that allege sexual abuse of minors on the part of different priests, brothers, 
nuns and laypersons working for the Church. These filings are public records, available to the 
media and to any other person who wishes to obtain the information. 

You probably are not aware that your Associate Pastor, Reverend Sean Cronin, was named as a 
defendant in two of these lawsuits. We expect that there may be news reports referring to this 
lawsuit in the coming weeks. Both the cardinal and Father Cronin wanted you to learn this 
information from us first rather than through secular news sources. 

The alleged incidents relate to the period of approximately 1972- 1980 when Father Cronin was 
serving at St. Genevieve's and St. Monica's parishes and schools. Up to this point, however, the 
complainants have not come forward to speak with us. As part ofthe court-ordered mediation 
process, complainants are to submit written responses to questions so that the Archdiocese would 
have some specific information about the nature of the claims. The complainants against Father 
Cronin have not yet done so. Thus, up to the present, the information available to us has been 
hearsay in nature and without the kind of detail that would enable the Archdiocese to conduct a 
thorough investigation, or to enable Father Cronin to present a reasonable defense. 

When informed of the prospective lawsuit, Father Cronin firmly denied any sexually abusive 
conduct with the persons who filed the lawsuits or with any minor. 

Our Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board, consisting of thirteen persons, eleven of whom are lay 
people, has the case of Father Cronin under consideration and has made recommendations for 
further investigation that are being actively pursued. As of its most recent meeting last 
Wednesday, however, the Board has not recommended that Father Cronin be placed on 
administrative leave. Up to this point, the limited nature of information has not provided 
sufficient credible evidence to justify placing him on leave. 

Cardinal Mahony is committed to assuring that children and young people are safe. He has 
finnly pledged that, when it is determined that a priest has engaged in sexual misconduct with a 
minor, he will be permanently removed from ministry. That pledge has been implemented. The 
fact that a lawsuit has been filed, however, does not mean that Father Cronin has acted in an 
abusive fashion. All people, priests included, must be presumed innocent until there is proof to 
the contrary. At the same time, the Church takes allegations of this sort seriously -- precisely 
because we want to uncover the full truth and then act in accord with the truth. After all, Jesus 
himself stated that it is the truth that sets us free. Therefore, we will continue to seek all 
available information. 

We also will continue to keep you informed of developments. Finally, I ask that you please pray 
for everyone involved -- people who have been harmed by sexual abuse, priests, and those 
conducting the investigations. Thank you for you kind attention. May God bless you! 

183008 
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Office of 
Archdiocese of los Angeles Vicar for Clergy 

(213) 637-7284 

TO: Presbyterate of the Archdiocese 

FROM: Monsignor Craig A. Cox, Vicar for Clergy 

RE: Priests in Active Service Named in Lawsuits 

DATE: 1 February 2004 

My brothers, 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-22.41 

As you know, many lawsuits were filed in the month of December alleging sexual abuse of minors 
on the part of priests, brothers, religious and others working for the Church. These filings are 
public records, available to the media and to any other person who wishes to obtain the 
information. Being n~med in a lawsuit, however; is not of itself proof of misconduct. Therefore, 
among those named are a number of priests who, for many different and weighty reasons, 
continue in their assignments and remain in good standing. 

After intense consultations that involved these priests, the Council of Priests, as well as others, we 
concluded that the best course of action was for us to inform the parishioners of the parishes 
where these priests continue to serve that their priest had been named in a lawsuit. We concluded 
that being open and bringing accurate information directly to our parishioners was wise and 
necessary. This was a painful decision, especially for the priests involved. 

Therefore, I wanted to inform you that over the last several weekends, announcements were made 
in the parishes where these priests continue to serve. At this difficult moment, and with the 
consent of those listed, I want to communicate to you the names ofthese brother priests. They 
are REDACTED Father Sean Cronin, REDACTED . - . 

REDACTED 

I ask that you please keep them in your prayers as they deal with the allegations made in these 
lawsuits. Clearly, supporting one another in our Presbyterate is not at odds with having a 
profound empathy for those who were harmed by the evil of sexual abuse, especially those who 
were abused by a priest. Thus, I ask that you keep all victims of sexual abuse in your daily prayer. 
Thank: you. 

183006 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa B2.rbara 

RCALA 001714 

v 000013 



Page 1 ofl 

Cox, Msgr. Craig A. 

To: REDACTED 

Subject: RE: Father Sean Cronin 

Thank you for your message. I invited you to call to arrange an appointment to meet with our investigator. That is 
the approprlate step that is necessary for us to make any responsible decisino with regard to Fr. Cronin. Please 
phoneREDACTED eithe rin care of my office ~§.DA_s;r~~ .. __ .) or directly at REDACTED 

Thank you. 

Msgr. Craig A. Cox 

-----Original Message-----
From: f3.EDACTED _ _ 
Sent: Tuesday, February 17, 2004 3:00AM 
To: Cox, Msgr. Craig A. 
Subject: Father Sean Cronin 

Dear Msgr. Cox, 

You can imagine my shock and horror when I read the article in The LA Times about the ten 
accused priests still in active ministry and saw the picture of Sean Cronin. I was also pleased to 
read yesterday that as a result ofthe article another person carne forward about Msgr. •••• 
l I and he was removed from ministry. My question to you is, why is Sean Cronin still in 
active ministery ??? There are two very credible allegations against him also ! ! ! I am insulted and 
confused. Where is the justice and healing the Church has been talking about ??? 

Please inform the Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board that there is detailed and credible evidence 
against Sean Cronin. Have them contactREDACTED ----- -- -

REDACTED 

Msgr. Cox, you must do the right thing and have Sean Cronin removed from active ministry 
immediately. He is a sexual predator who has manipulated his power as a man of God for sexual 
gratification. Don't wait until February 27th for the official report to be released. Be a man of 
honor and help us heal the wounds caused by Sean Cronin. 

Thank you. 

183003 
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Cox, Msgr. Craig A. 

From: REDACTED 

Sent: Tuesday, February 17, 2004 11:25 PM 

To: Cox, Msgr. Craig A. 

Subject: RE: Father Sean Cronin 

Dear Msgr. Cox 

My attorney has told me not to talk to anybody from the Archdiocese at this time. I'm confident I will be 
able to speak freely at the appropriate time and the appropriate place and give a detailed account of the 
sexual abuse I suffered as a teenager by Father Sean Cronin. 

Thank you. 

----- Original Message -----
From: Cox Msgr. Craig A. <MsgrCACox@la-archdiocese.org> 
To:REDACTED 

Sent: 17 Feb 04, 8:48 AM 
Subject: RE: Father Sean Cronin 

Thank you for your message. I invited you to call to arrange an appointment to meet with our 
investigator. That is the appropriate step that is necessary for us to make anv resoonsible decisino with 
regard to Fr. Cronin. Please phone REDACTED eithe rin care of my office REDACTED ; or directly 
at !REDACTED 

Thank you. 

Msgr. Craig A. Cox 

-----Original Message----­
From: REDACTED 
Sent: Tuesday, February 17, 2004 3:00AM 
To: Cox, Msgr. Craig A. 
Subject: Father Sean Cronin 

Dear Msgr. Cox, 

You can imagine my shock and horror when I read the article in The LA Times about the 
ten accused priests still in active ministry and saw the picture of Sean Cronin. I was also 
pleased to read yesterday that as a result ofthe article another person came forward about 

- and he was removed from ministry. My question to you is, why 
is Sean Cronin still in active ministery ??? There are two very credible allegations 
against him also ll! I am insulted and confused. Where is the justice and healing the 
Church has been talking about ??? 

Please inform the Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board that there is detailed and credible 
evidence against Sean Cronin. Have them contactREDACTED in Beverly 
Hills. The number isREDACTED 

183001 
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REDACTED :, you must do the right thing and have Sean Cronin removed from active 
ministry nnmediately. He is a sexual predator who has manipulated his power as a man 
of God for sexual gratification. Don't wait lmtil February 27th for the official rep01i to be 
released. Be a man of honor and help us heal the wounds caused by Sean Cronin. 

Thank you. 

183002 

,,, onnn11 

RCALA 001717 

v 000016 



Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

Reverend Sean Cronin 
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
18405 Superior Street 
Northridge, CA 91325 

Dear Father Cronin: 

Office of 
rhe Archbishop 

March 23, 2004 

Personal and Confidential 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 

90010-2202 

REDACTED asked that I forward the enclosed message to you. We are still trying to 
arrange a formal interview with him so that we can hear his complaint first hand. Up to this 
point, he indicates that his attorney has advised him against such a meeting. 

Should you wish to provide me any response to the message of REDACTED , you may do so in 
writing or by contacting me to arrange for an appointment. 

You continue to be in my prayers. May this season of Lent be a time of renewal for you. 

Yours in Christ, 
/"' 

1"/ J! 
I 

z.---~-x -- .. - -
Mon&i~-tCraig A. Cox, J.C.D. 

,/"" 
y~- or Clergy 

enclosure 

182997 
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Cox, Msgr. Craig A. 

From: R-EDACTED .. -· 

Sent: Friday, March 12, 2004 6:41AM 

To: Cox, Msgr. Craig A. 

Subject: Fwd: My pain 

Forward this to Father Sean Cronin. 

REDACTED 

Date: Fri, 12 Mar 2004 06:23:49 -0800 (PST) 
From: REDACTED 

Subject: My pain 
To: drcronin@hotmail.com 

Father Cronin, 

Page 1 of2 

I can only imagine the pain and disappointment your other victim from St. Genevieve's must be 
going through. Let me tell you about mine. 

I warned you twenty four years ago to stay away from me. Remember that phone call ??? I also 
told you that you were very lucky I didn't go to my father, the church, or the police. You took 
advantage of my trust in you at a time when I was very vulnerable. You knew the circumstances 
sunounding my profound sadness from my parents divorce and the confusion I felt. I came to 
you for spiritual guidance and support. That's what my father always told me to do. He told me I 
could and should go to a priest. 

You know what happened. You know that you were grooming me for sex. 

Let me refresh your memory. Remember the dinners at the Azteca Restaurant ??? Remember 
ordering drinks for both of us ??? Remember kissing me on the lips and telling me that it wasn't 
unusual behavior with men in European cultures ??? Remember asking me about how often I 
masturbated ??? Remember telling me that you also masturbated ??? Remember the foreign film 
that we saw together in Santa Monica that you insisted I see ??? Remember the homosexual sex 
scenes ??? Remember how interested you were in my sex life with my girlfriend ??? Remember 
telling me that I shouldn't tell anybody else what we talk about ??? That they might not 
lmderstand ??? Remember the Cognac we drank together at your residence ??? Remember 
asking to see the birthmark on my penis ??? Remember, remember, remember ! ! ! 

Father Cronin, my memory is very clear. How's yours ??? 

You can imagine how devastated I was when I read you had denied the allegations. Do you 
realize what that's done to me ??? Do you realize what it's done to my wife and children ??? 
Yes, I haveRCOACTLO absolutely beautiful children who wonder why their father is so sad. They 
wonder why their father has become so angry. They wonder why he can't sleep at night. They 
wonder, Father Cronin, they wonder. 

You owe it to me, my children, the church and yourself to tell the truth. Stop being the source of 
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so many people1s pain. You are an extremely selfish man. You're only interested in saving 
yourself and your reputation. 

God will be your judge, Father Cronin. You must save yourself. 

Tell your attorney no more denials. No more lying. No more hurting. 

Please. 

REDACTED 

Do you Yahoo!? 
Yahoo! Search- Find what you're looking for faster. 

Do you Yahoo!? 
Yahoo! Search- Find what you're looking for faster. 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

REDACTED 

Dear :REDACTED 

Ofnc:e of 

Vicar for Clergy 
(2.13) 637-72.84 

Apri12,2004 

Personal 

3424 
VVHshire 
BoulevMd 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2.202 

Cardinal Roger Mahony has asked that I reply to your kind letter of February 9, 2004. I regret 
that the press of other responsibilities delayed my ability to write you. 

We very much appreciate your wise words reflecting on the importance of handling accusations 
in a measured, deliberative manner that respects the rights of all concerned. Please pray that we 
can do this wisely and well. 

Father Cronin is fortunate to have friends like you. Please continue to keep him in your prayer at 
this difficult time. 

May the appreciating days ofHolyWeek and ofEasterbe full ofmanyblessings for you and 
your family. 
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REDACTED 

February 9, 2004 

His Eminence Cardinal Roger Mahoney 
Archdiocese ofLos Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90010 

Dear Cardinal Mahoney: 

At this very difficult time for you and our church, I wish to commend you for the courageous stand you 
have taken regarding the most recent revelations of priests who supposedly engaged in inappropriate 
conduct. 

When the original accusations were revealed months ago showing a widespread pattern of abuse, national 
in scope, I was as appalled and disgusted as everyone else. It soon became clear that, while there were 
certainly valid cases of abuse, the behavior was not of the scope and depth being presented by the media. 
The "zero tolerance" policy seemed a knee jerk reaction at best and not well thought out. Now it seems 
that the process has turned into a witch-hunt, reminiscent of the McMartin hysteria. 

The Los Angeles Times makes it sound as though you are harboring and protecting criminals. My family 
and I have personally known one of the priests pictured and referenced in Saturday's paper, Father Sean 
Cronin. He has been priest and friend to us for over 20 years. There is no way, absolutely no way, he 
would be guilty of 1!QY wrongdoing. He is the finest of men and a committed priest who has dedicated his 
life in service to God and mankind. His friends and supporters are boundless. Seeing him pictured in such 
a context broke my heart and brought home to me just how many other innocent men are being falsely 
accused. 

One of the lawyers quoted in the Times article stated that accusing these men should be enough to remove 
them from their duties. Whatever happened to the principle of"innocent until proven guilty''? 

In reviewing these recent accusations against these priests it appears they are alleged to have done random 
or isolated acts of molestation, sometimes over 20 years ago. This doesn't seem to fit the pattern of a 
pedophile. I am very grateful that you have evaluated these cases on their merits, or lack thereof, and have 
seen fit to support these priests until they are actually proven guilty. To do otherwise would destroy the 
careers of fine men and forever tarnish all the good they have accomplished. 

In a society that emphasizes hugs and warm, one on one communication, we are condemning our priest to a 
very lonely existence. For them, every hug or pat on the head can now be misinterpreted. Of course, there 
is also the possibility of greed that is ultimately behind these accusations. 

In any case, I thank God for your wisdom and fairness and I pray He will continue to guide and sustain you 
during this very difficult time. 

Sincerely ymlfs, REDACTED 
REDACTED ...., 
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INTERVIEW OF ,REDACTED REGARDING 
FATHER SEAN CRONIN 

On April 16, 2004, after properly identifying himself as a Canonical Investigator for the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles, REDACTED interviewed REDACTED regarding 
his association and knowledge of Father Sean Cronin. The interview was conducted at 
the law offices ofREDACTED m 
the presence ofREDACTED attomeyREDACTED who audio recorded the 
entire interview. 

REDACTED provided personal identifying information as follows: 

Name: 
Date of Birth: 
Place of Birth: 
Marital Status: 
Family: 
Education: 
Address: 
Local contact: 

Occupation: 
Employer: 
Employment Status: 

REDACTED 

- . 
May be contacted through .REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

' - .... .. 

' 
' 

I - - -
- . 

REDACTED supplied the following information regarding his relationship with Father 
Sean Cronin: 

He was in his senior year and seventeen years of age at St. Monica's High School in 1979 
when he first saw Fr. Cronin who was a teacher. He did not have any classes with 
Cronin. He met Cronin personally for the first time when Cronin was the retreat master of 
a St. Monica's student retreat held at the Presbyterian Conference Grounds at Pacific 
Palisades, CA. He could not recall the exact date of the retreat, but it was during the 
week, possibly early in the school year. Cronin had ended a retreat session and directed 
the students to walk around the grounds as a fonn of meditation. While he was walking ·. u u, 

Cronin approached him and they started a conversation. He told Cronin about his family 
situation. He explained that his mother had left the family when he >Vas younger and his 
father age 59 had remarried to a womenR_EDACTED 
~EDACT_ED _ He immediately noticed that Cronin, who insisted that he be called 
Sean, was easy to talk to. The conversation was fairly brief and Cronin suggested that 
after the retreat, they meet after school for counseling. 

Very soon after the retreat, exact time uruecalled, he saw Cronin at school and they made 
an after-school appointment to meet, perhaps during that week in Cronin's office located 
on the campus or possibly on parish grounds. He cmmot recall the exact building in 
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which the of:t1ce was located, or the physical layout of the office except it was very small. 
There were chairs in the office and he believes there was a desk. He has no recollection 
ofthe color of the walls, location ofwindows or any other identifying characteristics 
including wall-hangings, photos or paintings. He is not certain if it was Cronin's private 
office, or if it was shared with another person. He does not remember exactly what the 
conversion of the first meeting included, which lasted about one hour, but is certain they 
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again discussed his father's remarriage and his stepmothers' problems. They had several··. · :·.' 
more after-school meetings in the same office and he could not estimate the number of 
times they met, but thinks it was usually about once a week. He is certain he was 
observed going to and possibly meeting in Cronin's office and he told his friends he was 
meeting with Cronin. Though many of his friends made jokes about Cronin being 
effeminate and possibly <•gay", most knew his family situation and believed Cronin was 
counseling hin1. The after-school meetings were later held in Cronin's residence room 
located on the parish grounds. He is certain Cronin suggested meeting in his residence, 
but does not remember the reason Cronin gave for changing the location. He cmmot 
recall the exact location on the grounds, or any physical description whatsoever of 
Cronin's room except that it had comfortable chairs. He does not remember ever seeing 
anyone when going into the building which housed Cronin's room, and does not recall he 
had the feeling Cronin shquld not be bringing him into his room, but remembers that 
Cronin closed the door during the meetings. 

The hourly meetings, in Cronin's room continued v.reekly for approximately three to four 
weeks and he noticed they were starting to discuss sexual issues more frequently. Cronin 
started asking extremely personal questions regarding his sex life, such as, if and how 
often he masturbated, if he climaxed and details about sex acts with his girlfriend. The 
questions did not seem to tie into the topic being discussed and he thought they were odd.·. 
He answered them because he tmsted Cronin who was a priest with a PhD and 
knowledge of psychology. Also, believed Cronin was trying to help him with his 
problems. Around this time he received a phone call at home from Cronin who offered to 
come to his home and take him out to dinner. He agreed and Cronin came and met his 
father who "\Vas a devout Catholic with great trust in priests. Also, like Cronin, his father 
was ~~g_)l,qTED Cronin and his father became friends, but socialized only when 
Cronin came to his house. Thereafter his father strongly encouraged his relationship with 
Cronin. 

Every time Cronin came to take him out to dinner vvhich was approximately once a week, 
most of his senior year and into the summer following graduation when their relationship 
ended, they always went alone only to the Azetca Mexican restaurant on Lincoln Blvd, 
just south of Rose Street in Venice, CA. Cronin drove a "fairly new" non-descript cream 
color Chevrolet Nova. Cronin knew the people who O\vned the restaurant and seemed to 
be a regular customer as he also knew many of the other patrons. The daughter of the 
owner who was usually vvorking at the restaurant was also a student at St. Monica's High 
School, but he is unsure of her name. Every time they went to the Azteca Cronin ordered 
alcoholic drinks for both of them, usually Mm·garitas before and during dinner and tl}.ey 
sat at a fairly secluded table where it was not so obvious that a seventeen yem· old person_ .. 

182991 

2 

. : .. ~ 

v 000023 



was being served alcohol. By the time they left the restaurant he would usually feel 
intoxicated. 

After dinner, usually about 8:00P.M. when it was dark, Cronin drove them to his 
residence at St Monica's. The building in which Cronin's room was located and the 
sunounding area always seemed to be desetied. He does not recall ever seeing another 
person in or around the building. As during the day time meetings in his room, Cronin 
closed the door, and possibly locked it. At each evening meeting Cronin would open a 
bottle of Cognac and they both would drink, while Cronin would instruct him in the art of 
holding and drinking from a snifter. They would continue their conversation which 
included his family problems, but as the meetings progressed Cronin's near obsession 
with sexual discussions usually became the main topic. Cronin would talk at length 
about the Freudian concepts of the division of the mind, the Id, Ego, Superego and sexual 
energy. Sometimes it was as if Cronin was talking to himself and he would ramble· on 
about Freud and the psycho-sexual stages. Up to this point the only physical contact they 
had was a friendly and acceptable hug. At one of the earlier evening meetings in his 
residence Cronin approached him from the front, held him by the shoulders and gazed up 
into his eyes and kissed him on the cheek. He was embanassed and confused, but did not 
react to Cronin in a negative way. Usually the meetings would last until about 
11:00 P.M. when Cronin would drive him home. Upon arrival, his house was dark and 
his family was asleep. His father never said anything to him about being out so late. 

One day he received a phone call at home from Cronin who asked if he would go to a 
foreign sub-titled movie with him, the name of which he cannot recall. He agreed and 
they vvent to the Monica One or Monica Two, a New-Art type theater located on 2nd or 3rd 

Street in Santa Monica. On the way to the movie Cronin told him the main character was 
a teenaged male named Detlev who was having trouble addressing his possible 
homosexuality. Cronin told him to pay particular attention to a scene where teenage male 
prostitutes took out their penises to see which was largest. When they were watching the 
movie and this scene started, Cronin looked over at him and said something to the effect 
" ... tlus is the scene I was telling you about." The movie continued and in one scene an 
older man was having anal sex with Detlev and kept screanling his nan1e during the act. 

REDACTED was confused and disgusted and couldn't understand why Cronin insisted that 
he see the movie, but again, he believed Cronin the PhD and the priest whom he trusted, 
was trying to help him. 

The movie was a tunling point in their relationship. He began to overcome his naivete 
and started to believe that Cronin \Vas a homosexual. His friends continued to make 
jokes about Cronin being effeminate and he noticed Cronin was always around the boys 
and did not seem to be interested in the girls. At the time his girl friend, REDACTED told 
him she was uncomf01iable that he was spending so much time with Cronin. In early 
March or April, 2004 he received an e-mail from REDACTED who was given his e-mail 
address byREDACTED brother. He said that"""A"'"u has never manied and lives in the Los 
Angeles area. He provided her e-mail address which isREDACTED and has 
no objection to her being contacted by the investigator. He also provided the name of 
REDACTED a high school friend, now living in Venice, CA who also knew Cronin and 
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later traveled with Cronin to Africa. He talked to REDACTED in August of2002 who was 
surprised that Cronin's picture \vas in the L.A. Times regarding the L.A. Archdiocese 
child molestation scandaLR_E_~~-~!~0 told him he was never molested by Cronin. He said 
he will make REDACTED's phone number available to the investigator. 

Once while running at Venice Beach he observed Cronin sitting alone on the sand 
reading. He approached Cronin and talked to him for a few minutes and while continuing 
down the beach, he realized Cronin was sitting in an area frequented by homosexuals. 

After the movie incident, the diners and evening meetings and Cronin holding him; 
gazing into his eyes and kissing him on the cheek continued. At one meeting Cronin.told 
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him that he loved him and would never leave him like his mother did. As the meetings . ·. . · · ., 
continued he told Cronin that he was worried aboutREDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED Cronin told him to REDACTED 

REoAcTEo residu~ would settle in his gentiles and would effect his sperm production, but he 
kept buying him drinks at dinner and giving him cognac in the evenings about once a 
week. At no time did Cronin REDACTED other than alcohol. 

He said his use of REDACTED and alcohol became a oroblem and he has gone through to"'= 
REoAc~0rehabilitation programs in his life, REDACTED t member ~f 

Alcoholics Anonymous. 

Approximately May or June of 1980 Cronin was transferred to St. Michael parish and 
was very upset stating that he had been sent to the ghetto. Cronin continued to pick him 
up about once a week for dlimer and drinks at Azteca' s and would drive him to his new 
residence at St. Michael's. He has no recollection of the physical layout at St. Michael as 
he only was there at night, but remembers it was in a poor area and recalls driving into a 
gated lot. They would enter a building he assumed was on the parish grounds. The only 
thing he remembers about Cronin's room is that it contained two comfortable chairs . 
facing each other that reminded him of the setting in a psychological therapist office. 
They would talk and drink cognac. At approximately the second or third meeting at St. 
Michael's, Cronin gazed into his eyes and kissed him on the mouth, not in what is 
considered the French style of kissing by extending the tongue. He recalls feeling 
Cronin's beard on his face. Cronin noticed that the kiss on the mouth surprised 

REDACTED and tried to explain that there was nothing wTong with men kissing and that it 
was cornn1on practice in Europe. He became scared and even though did not know 
exactly vvhere he was or how to get away, he tried to make a plan of escape as he thought 
Cronin was going to rape him. Nothing more happened and Cronin who appeared to be 
intoxicated drove him home. 

At this point Cronin started coming to his house unannounced, usually after going to the 
beach. On a few occasions he avoided Cronin by not going in the house until he would 
see Cronin leave. He tried to make excuses for not going with Cronin, but his father who 
thought this relationship with a priest was good for him, insisted that he go with Cronin. 
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During the last meeting at St. Michael's Cronin once again manipulated the discussion 
towards sex. In an earlier conversation he had told Cronin that he had a birtlunark on his 
penis. Cronin mentioned that conversation and asked to see REDACTED ' penis. He 
became very scared and \Vas certain that if he exposed his penis, Cronin would have tried 
to engage in a sex act. He refused, became angry and Cronin complied \Vith his order to 
take him home inm1ediately. 

The next day he telephoned Cronin and said he never wanted to see Cronin again and that 
if Cronin ever called him called again he would tell the police and church authorities and 
his father about what Cronin did to him. Cronin did not call him or attempt to contact 
him again. 

Later that summer when hisREDACTED became a problem his father called 
Cronin and took his suggestion to place REDACTED REDACTED _ _ St. 
John's hospital in Santa Monica. He is not sure, but thinks Cronin may have visited him 
in the hospital and gave him some Christian books. 

RCALA 001727 

He now believes that Cronin thought he (REDACTED 1 was a homosexual and was trying to'· · - :·.·. 

convince him of that fact. He knew all along that he \Vas heterosexual but his 
relationship with Cronin caused him great confusion about his sexuality. 

In September 2002 he called the L.A. Archdiocese fromREDACTE 0md was given an e-mail 
ddr .{:: s· REDACTED ' d ·1 d h d '1 fhi · 1 . 1· -· h C . a ess 10r 1ster _______________ an e-mar e t e etar so s Ie atwns up w1t rorun. 

She replied and provided the names of Los Angeles Police Department detective 
REDACTED . He communicated with REDACTED who took his complaint and 
stated there were no other complaints against Cronin. He was not pleased with the 
response fromREDACTED and wanted a response from the Archdiocese. On St. Monica's 
website he noticed thatREDACTEDRED~CTED _ . who he recalled from his high school 
days was still there and sent him an anonymous e-mail. He later received an e-mail reply 
from Msg. Craig Cox of the L.A. Archdiocese and was not pleased with the response. He 
then visited the Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests vvebsite, which gave the 
nan1es of three law fi1ms and ultimately contacted his current attorney. 

Addendum: May 4, 2004 

Attached hereto are copies of e-mails dated May 1, and May 2, 2004 from REDACTED 
to his attomeyREDACTED and REDACTED These documents contain a few additions . ·. · :·.' 
and some clarification to information REDACTED supplied in the April 16, 2004 
interview. In addition, one of the e-mail messages supplies the address and telephone 
number forREDACTED. 
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REDACTED 

From: 
To: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

REDACTED 

Saturday, May 01,2004 7:24AM 
Fwd: My Interview. some changes 

REDACTED 

Date: Thu, 29 Apr 2004 18:23:42 -0700 (PDT) 
From REDACTED 
Subject: My Interview, smne changes 
To: REDACTED 

wrote: 

)REDACTED 
I 

A few changes I would like to make. 

I only have a High School diploma. 

My Father was 56 when he married my Step Mother, age 29. 

Cronin's car might have been a Chevy Malibu, or Nova. 

182988 
I said he knew the staff of the Aztec a, not the patrons. 

We always had a Cognac and Flan (mexican dessert) after dinner. 
They even poured Cognac on the Flan and lit it with a lighter. 

I'tn not sure it was the gang of '' male prostitutes " that took out their 
penises to see which was the largest. It might have been some of his 
( Detlev's ) friends. 

Sean Cronin had also asked me to go to Africa with him which I said no 
to. There was no way. I knew he would try something then. 

After repeated questions about how often I masturbated, how often I 
climaxed, I then turned the question around on him. I asked him if he 

. . : ... ~ 

. . :· :! 
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masturbated. He said 11 yes, but that I was never to tell anybody he had 
told me that. 11 In fact, he told me I 11 shouldn't tell anybody what we 
discuss during our meetings 11

• 

It was I that was upset when Cronin was transfered to St. Michaels. By 
that point I had become dependent on him and his 11 guidance ". 

I forwarded the telephone number of REDACTED to you. 

Other than that, it looks pretty good. Those are the facts to the best qf 
my recollection. · . :·:' 

Thanks, 

REDACTED 

Do you Yahoo!? 
Win a $20,000 Career Makeover at Y9hoo! JjQJJob§ 

Do you Yahoo!? 
Win a $2Q,OOO Career Makeover at Yahoo! Hot~QR§ 

. . :· :• 
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REDACTED 

From: REDACTED 
To: r 

Sent: Saturday, May 01, 2004 7:26AM 
Subject: Fwd: Re: Class of 1979 

REDACTED 
........................ _ .... _..,.._J --- -----------~----- ------ --

Date: Fri, 05 Mar 2004 15:17:13 -0800 
Subject: Re: Class of 1979 
T 0: REDACTED 

From: 'REDACTED 

REDACTED 

wrote: 

REDAcTED current address is REDACTED . His 

phone 
number is REDACTED . He called me back with a correct phone 
number. 

Hope that helps! 
REDACTED 

* * * * * * * * * * 
REDACTED - ... ···':. .. 

--·-·--··---------····------·--·--·----------·---------------------------- ·····---·----·-

Do you Yahoo!? 
Win a $20,000 Career Makeover at Yahoo! HotJobs 
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REDACTED 

From: 
To: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 
Sunday, May 02, 2004 8:11 AM 
Fwd: Correction 

REDACTED 

Date: Thu, 29 Apr 2004 21:49:11 -0700 (PDT) 
From: REDACTED 
Subject: Correction 
To: REDACTED 

REDACTED 

·wrote: 

Sorry, one last thing. After Sean Cronin kissed me on the mouth he did 
try several times after that to kiss me on the mouth. I would always tum 
my head and he would usually get me on the cheek. 

That's it. I just want to be accurate. 

REDACTED 

Do you Yahoo!? 
Win a $20.000 Career Makeover at Yahoo! HotJobs 

Do you Yahoo!? 
Win a $20,000 Career Makeover at Yahoo! HotJobs 
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REDACTED 

From: REDACTED 
To: - -
Sent: Sunday, May 02, 2004 8:12AM 
Subject: Fwd: One last correction 

REDACTED 

Date: Thu, 29 Apr 2004 21:41:35-0700 (PDT) 
FrOln: REDACTED 

Subject: One last correction 
To: REDACTED-

REDACTED 

RCALA 001732 
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wrote: 
.. :·;t 

I talked toREDACTED 

in 2002. 
recently, maybe three or four months ago. Not 

Thanks, 

REDACTED 

Do you Yahoo!? 
Win a $20,000 Career Makeover at Yahoo! HotJobs 

-------------------

Do you Yahoo!? 
Win a $20,000 Career Makeover at Yahoo! HotJobs 
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REDACTED 

From: 
To: 
Sent: 
Attach: 
Subject: 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 
Tuesday, May 04, 2004 11:24 AM REDACTED 

DioceseLA-REDACTED interview sent to. March-4.19.04.doc 
Fw: Interview OfREDACTED 

I have received the additions and clarifications from REDACTED and have 
attached them to his interview report. 

As I have mentioned in the phone messages I have left for you, we are vety 
interested in interviewing REDACTED at your and his earliest convenience. 

We are vety appreciative ofyour assistance in these matters. 
Sincerely, 

REDACTED 

----- Original Message ----­
From: REDACTED 
T 0: REDACTED 
Sent: Monday, April19, 2004 11:52 AM 
Subject: Interview Of REDACTED 

REDACTED 

> 
>Attached is my written repoti ofREDACTED interview. 
> 
> I would appreciated it if you both would review it and return it to me at 
>REDACTED as soon as possible. 
>Under "Education:" I showed REDAcTED with a H.S. diploma, if he has further 
> education would you please include it. Also please haveREDACTED make 
> deletions or additions he desires. 
>Thanks, 
>REDACTED 
> 
> 
> 
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REDACTED 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

REDACTED 
Wednesday, June 09, 2004 4:04PM 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

You have agreed that our canonical investigator could interviewREDACTED re 
but have not given us a time to do it. We will do it whenever and wherever you like 
including your office. Please advise as soon as possible when we can complete this 
interview. Thank you for your assistance. REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

RCALA 001734 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) 
named herein and may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you 
are not the intended recipient of this e-mail, you are hereby notified that any 
dissemination, distribution or copying of this e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is 
strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please immediately notify 
me by telephone and permanently delete the original and any copy of this message, its 
attachments, and any printout thereof. Thank you. 
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TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

DATE: 

MEMORANDUM 

C_ardinal Roger M. Mahony 

REDACTED \EDACTED REDACTED 
Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board 

Recommendation oftlte Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board 
Reverend Sean Cronin (CMOB 067-01) 

29 June 2004 

The Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board discussed the case of Father Sean Cronin on June 23, 
2004. 

REDACTED 

In late 2002 and early 2003, Father Cronin's name emerged on a list of alleged abusers provided 
by the plaintiffs' attorneys. Two individuals were listed as plaintiffs. The brief summaries on 
the listindicated that one of the young men ( 1RE~AC'!:_ED ) was alleging serious abuse over a 
period of many years (1968-1977) beginning with the assignment of Father Cronin to St. 
Genevieve. The other complainant .REDACTED _I alleged less egregious but still abusive 
activities from 1979-19B2, beginning at St. Monica's. When infonned that these hvo individuals 
were prospective plaintiffs, Father Cronin denied any misconduct. That denial was reiterated in a 
letter from REDACTED Father Cronin's attorney, in December of2003. 

In December o£2003, lawsuits were filed by the two men. The information in the lawsuits was 
sketchy in nature. In December 2003 and January_ 2004, one of our canonical auditors conducted 
some investigations. Announcements were made at Father Cronin's parish on the weekend of 
January 31- February 1, 2004, informing the people that he had been accused by two 
individuals. 

On Aprill6, 2004,REDACTED canonical auditor, interviewedf3El)~~T~_[? _____ He described a 
lengthy period of contact with Father Cronin that began in counseling, and involved grooming 
behaviors, including being provided with alcohol, raising sexual topics in conversations, and 
taking him to a movie that involved scenes of homosexual activity. According tcREDACTED 

REDACTED Fr. Cronin would gaze into his eyes and kiss him on the cheek. Eventually he claims 
that Father Cronin kissed him on the mouth, though without using his tongue. REDACTED 
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Memorandum Regarding Fr. Sean Cronin 
Page2 

claims that finally, on one occasion, Fr. Cronin asked to see his penis. Apparently in an earlier 
conversation REDACTED had told Fr. Cronin he had a birthmark there. REDACTED did 
not comply with the request and asked Fr. Cronin to take him home immediately, which he did. 
This severed the relationship. 

REDACTED followed up leads based on the statement ofREDACTED but the only sort of 
corroborating information he could obtain were verifications that Fr. Cronin andREDACTED 
had spent a lot oftime together. 

Despite repeated efforts, we have not obtained the written questionnaire from the other plaintiff, 
REDACTED·, or his vnitten statement as part ofthe mediation process. 

The members of the Board discussed Fr. Cronin's case at length. Other means to try to 
corroborate the claims ofREDACTED were considered but offer little prospect of success. If 
the claims of REDACTED are accurate, most of what he described consists of unprofessional 
behavior on the part ofFr. Cronin and a pattern of regular and serious crossing ofboundaries. A 
few things, such as the request that the young man exhibit his genitals and the unsolicited kiss on 
the lips, even though not "French kissing," cross over the line into abuse. Also, while providing 
alcohol to a minor is not sexual misconduct per se, it is a violation of the law and is the kind of 
activity that accompanies "grooming." 

The Board has been advised that at this point the evidence is most likelv insufficient to convict 
Fr. Cronin iftl1js case were to be brought to a canonical trial. However, it appears to the '""' 
members that REDACTED allegations are credible. The claims he makes are "restrained." If 
he was simply inventing charges he could have claimed far more egregious activity. His 
allegations together with Fr. Cronin's subsequent boundary violations at Marymount and his 
difficulties vvith alcohol were all considered and contribute to the following recommendations: 

cc: 

That Father Cronin be invited to meet with the canonical auditor and Vicar for Clergy to 
be confronted and questioned and given the opportunity to respond. 

That unless Fr. Cronin's statement produces information which, in my andREDACTED 
judgment, require further immediate investigation and/or consideration by the Board, that 
he be placed on administrative. leave while the investigation continues. In accord with 
policy, an announcement would be made at Fr. Cronin's parish. · ..., 

That a report on the interview with Fr. Cronin be made at the next CMOB meeting. 

That further efforts be made to interviev.REDACTED 

>~;:~~ 
~~ewt4:; 

n ~~or 

Monsignor Craig A. Cox 
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RCALA 001737 

------------------------------------------

Archdiocese of los Angeles 

Reverend Sean Cronin 
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
18405 Superior Street 
Northridge, CA 91325-1798 

Dear Father Cronin: 

Office of 

Vicar for Clergy 
(ZI3) 637-7284 

July 13, 2004 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Ang~~le.s 

Cnlifornla 

900 i0-2202 

Let me begin by assuring you of my prayers in this difficult time. If I can be of service to you, 
please let me know. 

This letter is to confirm in writing the essential content of our meeting today. I indicated to you 
that, since the filing of the two lawsuits alleging sexual abuse of minors on your part, a 
preliminary investigation was initiated in accord with canon 1717. I explained that, in the course 
of this investigation, a canonical auditor has been able to interview the two plaintiffs and has 
conducted further investigations. I also explained that the canonical auditor very much wishes to 
have an opportunity to interview you about these allegations. You are welcome to have a 
canonical advisor present at that interview. We hope to be able to schedule a day and time for 
that interview as soon as reasonably possible. 

Second, I indicated that the Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board has several times examined the 
allegations brought against you. Initially, the Board recommended you be maintained in ministry 
as the investigation commenced. In its most recent review, the Board recommended that the 
investigation had progressed to a point where it was now appropriate to place you on 
administrative leave. Cardinal Mahony has approved the Board's recommendation. The leave 
became effective on this date at the time I personally notified you. 

Please note that being placed on administrative leave does not involve any final judgment on our 
part that the allegations are true or false. It does reflect the fact that, as a result of the progress of 
the preliminary investigation, a formal canonical process is warranted. After you have the 
opportunity to be interviewed, the Cardinal will remand this matter to the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith as required by the Apostolic Letter Sacrmentorum sanctitatis tutela. 
Administrative leave is a step taken to protect both you and others as the canonical process 
unfolds and leads to a final determination. 

During this time ofleave, I direct that you engage in no public ministry without my specific 
authorization or that of the Cardinal. I hereby issue the warning of canon 134 7 to inform you that 
any violation of this prohibition would render you liable to canonical penalties. 
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During your administrative leave, you are to leave your residence at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
as soon as reasonably possible and take up residence in a place we mutually agree upon. During 
your leave, your salary and benefits will be paid by the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. The 
Archdiocese will also reimburse you for the reasonable expenses of a canonical advocate. 

During this traumatic time, let me renew my invitation to make use of one of our counselors to 
assist you in dealing with the stresses and tensions that being on a leave necessarily entails. 

Again, please know that you are in my prayers. May the Lord guide and strengthen you with the 
blessings you need! 
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TO: File 

FROM: Monsignor Craig A Cox 

RE: Reverend Sean Cronin 

DATE: 14 July 2004 

Last night I spoke with Father Cronin and placed him on administrative leave. 

He mentioned that he had agreed to do a funeral on Friday morning for a family that specifically 
asked for him. The Pastor is on vacation and the Associate just arrived in the parish. For Father 
Cronin not to do this funeral would cause distress and raise questions. He asked about 
authorization to do that funeral. 

I indicated that I understood the situation, and that I did not want rumors circulating in the parish 
before we make our weekend announcements. I told him I would consult. 

I phoned by Cardinal Mahony and REDACTED Both agreed with me that it was appropriate to 
authorize Father Cronin to handle the funeral liturgies. I informed Father Cronin of this by 
phone this morning. 
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Statement for Weekend Masses at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Northridge 
July 17-18, 2004 

Regarding Reverend Sean Cronin 

I am Monsignor Craig Cox and I am privileged to serve as Vicar for Clergy of the Archdiocese 
ofLos Angeles. As you recall, on the weekend of January 31 -February 1, 2004, an 
announcement was made here at Our Lady of Lourdes concerning the lawsuits alleging that 
Father Sean Cronin engaged in misconduct in the years from 1972 to 1980. That announcement 
promised that we would keep you informed of future developments. I am here in fulfillment of 
that pledge to bring additional information directly to you. 

When we learned of the lawsuits, an investigation was launched conducted by a private 
investigator, a retired Special Agent of the FBI. We sought interviews with both of the parties 
making the allegations against Father Cronin. Because the parties were represented by legal 
counsel, ethically we could not approach them directly. Fortunately, after working through their 
legal counsel, the investigator was able to complete both interviews. The investigator also spoke 
to numerous people who knew Father Cronin and the complainants and has been pursuing all 
available leads. His inquiry is ongoing. 

As you were informed with the first announcement, Father Cronin denied any sexually abusive 
behavior with these two persons or with any minors. Father Cronin continues to maintain his 
innocence. 

The Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board discussed the situation ofF ather Cronin at several 
meetings. The Board recommended that at this time Father Cronin be placed on administrative 
leave, a time away from the parish and all pastoral duties. Cardinal Mahony approved this 
recommendation and Father Cronin has begun his leave. 

Please note that the decision to place Father Cronin on administrative leave does not reflect a 
determination that he is guilty of the allegations. It does mean that further inquiry and a formal 
canonical process will be required in order to make a determination of innocence or guilt. It is at 
this stage of a canonical process that administrative leave is called for by the Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People adopted by the bishops of the United States and its 
Essential Nonns as approved by the Holy See. 

I realize that for many of you, this announcement may be disturbing. At this distressing time, I 
ask that you pray with special fervor for victims of abuse, for the success ofthe ongoing 
investigation in discovering the full truth, for Father Cronin during his leave, and for your parish 
community. 

Thank you for your kind attention. May God bless you! 

182974 

RCALA 001740 

v 000039 



MEMORAf"-~DUNl 

TO: All Members of the Presbyterate 

FROM: Monsignor Craig A. Cox 

RE: \W\g~!l~i~~~~~i~~ 

DATE: 18 July2004 

My brothers, 

It is my sad duty to report to you that Father Sean Cronin has been placed on administrative 
leave. 

Attached is the text of the announcement read at Our Lady ofLourdes Parish this weekend. 

I ask that you please keep everyone involved in your prayers. 
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ST. ANDREW'S CHURCH 
3!1 NORTH RAYMOND AVENUE 
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RCALA 001745 

REDACTED 

Would you please arrange for Father Sean Cronin to come 

to see me, 

REDACTED CARDINAL MANNING 

Barch 2nd, 19i7 
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MEMORANDUM 
OFFICE OF THE VICAR FOR CLERGY 

I 
TO: REDACTED 

FROM: 

RE: Father Sean Cronin- ss~REDACTED 

DATE: July 27, 2004 

Effective August 1, 2004, please add to the Priests' Payroll list Father Sean Cronin's 
name. Please .charge lzis salary to the Exigency Account, Cost Center 01112. 

His salary will be as follows: 

Base: 
In Lieu 
Ordination Increment 
Total 

$616.03 
$250.00 
$ 62.00 
$928.03 

He would like to have his checks be direct deposited; therefore, I am enclosing a canceled 
check for this purpose. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 
182965 
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RCALA 001748 

.i\/1EMORPlNDUM 
----------------------~O~F~FPICd~E-~~F~O~R~C~J.~E~R~GwY~---------------------

/ 
TO: REDACTED 

FROM: 

RE: Father Sean Cronin - SS*REDACTED 

DATE: July27, 2004 

Effective August 1, 2004, the Archdioce.se will become responsible for Father Sean 
Cronin'sREDACTED The premiums should be charged to the Exigency 
Account, Cost Center 01112. 

Thank you very much for taking note of this change. 
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MEMORANDUM 
----------------------~O~F~F~IC~THE~~FOu=R~c~rA.E~.R~G~YL----------------------

TO: REDACTED 

FROM: 

RE: Reverend Sean Cronin - SS#REDACTED 

DATE: July 27, 2004 

Effective August 1, 2004, the Archdiocese will become responsible for Father Sean 
Cronin's REDACTED Please charge this to the Exigency Account, Cost Center 
01112. 

Thank you for taking note of this information. 
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TO: File 

FROM: Monsignor Craig A. Cox 

RE: Reverend Sean Cronin 

DATE: 11 August 2004 

I phoned Father Cronin today. I have two phone numbers for him . He is staying with people 
and their number isREDACTED . He has a cell phone: REDACTED 

He has asked REDACTED to serve as his canonical advisor. Initially, Father 
REDACTED 

agreed to this service, but in recent days he has expressed that he may not do so. Father Cronin 
'11 b . F h REDACTED . . fi d w1 e contactmg at er agam m a ew ays. 

We agreed that Father Cronin would contact me early next week If Father REDACTEDwill serve as 
his advocate, then we will arrange an appointment. If not, Father Cronin will look for other 
canonical assistance. 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

REDACTED 

Dear .REDACTED 

OFRce of 
Vicar for Clergy 
(2!3) 637-7284 

August 11, 2004 

Personal and Confidential 

342.4 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los An,seles 
California 
90010-2202 

In Cardinal Mahony's absence, I am replying to your letter addressed to him of July 19, 2004. 
First of all, let me thank you for writing and for expressing your support for Father Sean Crorlin. 
I am glad that you and others have encountered blessings in his ministry. He is fortunate to be 
able to rely on your friendship and support in this difficult time. 

It is not possible to answer many of the questions you raised, precisely because to do so would 
violate Father Cronin's rights, as well as the rights of other people involved in this process. The 
process we use fully respects the norms of canon law and the requirements of the Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith. These norms include protections for the rights of an accused. 
There are indeed "people from the pews" represented on the Clergy Misconduct Oversight 
Board, as well as well respected members of the presbyterate representing the priests of the 
Archdiocese. In addition, part of my task as a consultant to the Board is to assure that canonical 
procedures are followed and the rights of priests are respected. I take that responsibility very, 
very seriously. Your pastor, REDACTED REDACTED will be able to share with you my reputation with 
regard to protecting the rights of priests. 

Having experienced the deliberations of the Board for well over a year now, I am wonderfully 
impressed at the balance, good judgment, and care for the rights of an accused that the members 
demonstrate time and again. At the same time, the members of the Board are constantly striving 
to do an even better job. For that reason, I shared your letter wifuRED~CTED the Chair 
of the Board, so that"'""' would be fully aware of the concerns you raised. 

There is oversight built into the system so that the actions of the Board, my own actions, and 
even the decisions of Cardinal are reviewed. Among other elements this oversight includes an 
annual audit conducted by the National Review Board and Conference of Bishops, the review of 
cases by the promoter of justice, and the oversight of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith. The Council of Priests also reviews policies and procedures related to the investigation of 
claims of sexual misconduct and makes recommendations. As the canonical process moves 
forward, Father Cronin will be afforded the opportunity to exercise all of the elements of the 
1ight of defense provided by canon law. 
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I again want to thank you for w1iting. I realize I have not been able to answer all of your 
questions. As I mentioned, to get into too many specifics would require that I violate Father 
Cronin's lights and also violate my responsibility to maintain the confidentiality approp1iate to 
ecclesiastical processes as 1 am bolmd to do by the Holy See. 

Please continue to pray for Father Cronin, for Cardinal Mahony, for me in my challenging 
ministry, and for the members of the Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board. Finally, please pray 
that our ongoing investigation establishes uncovers the truth and results in a final decision that is 
just and in accord with the will of God. 

May God bless you! 

cc: REDACTED REDACTED 
REDACTED 
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REDACTED 

July 19, 2004 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
Cardinal Mahony 
3424 Wilshire Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90010-2202 

Dear Cardinal Mahony: 

The purpose of this letter is to request the immediate reinstatement of Father Sean Cronin 
as associate pastor to Our Lady of Lourdes parish in Northridge. Also, I am requesting 
reform to the "sexual misconduct oversight board" procedures to provide a fair and open 
due process to ensure that all pruiies involved in sexual misconduct allegations are fairly 
treated. 

Our Lady of Lourdes parish was notified on Sunday, July 18, 2004 that the alleged 
misconduct report against Father Sean was reviewed by the oversight committee and they 
recommended administrative leave until the conclusion of the investigation. We 
discussed the oversight review process and the status of Father Sean with the 
representative of the archdiocese. We were very disappointed in the answers we received 
and shocked at the lack of due process in the handling of this case and I am sure most 
cases of misconduct. Some of the more troubling unanswered questions are: 

e 

• 

How could all thirteen members of the board agree on this action? Not one 
member disagreed with the report? 
Has the oversight board ever disagreed on any case involving misconduct or are 
they just a rubber stamp for the archdiocese? What is the voting record of the 
board? 
Was Father Sean represented by counsel in front of the board? 
Was a member of Our Lady of Lourdes represented in the proceeding? 
Was the alleged victim represented in front of the boru·d? 
Who did the private investigator interview? 
Were all parties provided a copy of the private investigators report? 
Since the archdiocese is paying the private investigator, who is reviewing their 
work for accuracy? 
What is the guideline for suspending a priest? 
Most importantly, are innocent priest and religious pers01mel unfairly treated to 
give the appearance that the m-chdiocese is finally doing something about sexual 
misconduct? 
Is the archdiocese more wonied about what the newspapers will report instead of 
doing the right thing by conducting a proper open investigation that ensures the 
rights of all parties? 
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The issue of innocence or guilt will only be answered by Father Sean, his accuser and 
God since the alleged misconduct happened over twenty years ago (unless these 
allegations receive a fair trial). 

Most imp01iantly, I would like to share my experience with Father Sean. I had the 
pleasure of attending a funeral for the father of a close friend with Sean celebrating the 
mass. It was a wonderful celebration and the family (catholic and non-catholic) were 
very grateful for the wonderful experience. After the funeral they hosted a lunch to thank 
everyone for participating in the funeral of their wonderful father. Sean arrived after 
everyone vvas seated. He had a choice of sitting with the young adults or with the more 
mature adults. He chose to sit with the young adults and enjoyed wonderful 
conversation. This is not the action of a pedophile but a loving and caring priest. I would 
have loved to share this story with the private investigator. Unfortunately, to my 
knowledge, the parish was never notified or asked to provide background information to 
assist in the investigation. The archdiocese and all parties involved would be better off 
having a representative ofthe parish present at the oversight board so as to ensure all 
members of the parish that the priest is treated fairly and to testify to the parish about the 
fairness of the proceeding. The whole process does not seem fair and appems to make 
the priest the scapegoat of past failures by the archdiocese. 

We need to make sure that innocent priests and religious personnel are not unfairly 
treated for the sake of making amends for the past sins of the church. The biggest 
injustice would be that Father Sean in not allowed to follow his God given vocation if he 
is innocent. The archdiocese should do everything in their power to make sure this does 
not happen. The mchdiocese loves to blame the Los Angeles Times newspaper for the 
problems, but they need to point the finger at themselves for the lack of open and honest 
communication in covering up the sexual misconduct problem. Follow the teachings of 
Jesus and all your decisions will be easy. 

I speak for many of Our Lady of Lourdes pmishioners in voicing this complaint that the 
whole process regarding Father Sean was not handled properly by the archdiocese. We 
have been very patient and supportive ofthe archdiocese and the whole sexual 
misconduct fiasco, but our patience is running out. Please reinstate Father Sean and fix 
the oversight board before you destroy the lives of people that have not been proven 
guilty by a fair and unbiased proceeding. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely, 
REDACTED 

Our Lady ot Lourdes 
182963 
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REDACTED 

August 23, 2004 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
Bishop Gerald E. Wilkerson 
15101 San Fernando Mission Blvd. 
Mission Hills, CA 91345-1109 

Dear Bishop Wilkerson: 

REDACTED 
~CUf'.\.-ICU 

/LffL. i 

The purpose of this k:t:t;~r)~.c!o resp?nd to your letter dated July 26, 2004, a copy of which 
is enclosed, regardingi.f.~1g~~§;~~~-¥g~. 

I spoke with Father Sean regarding the allegations and the review process as outlined in 
your letter. I am shocked at the lack of consideration given to his right to a fair and 
unbiased hearing and the failure of the board to protect priests from being labeled as 
"Guilty" before all facts are presented to the board. 

According to Father Sean, he was never interviewed by the private investigator or the 
review board. He was not provided a copy of the board's recommendation. Please help 
me to understand: (a) How can an investigation be fairly conducted when only one half 
of the facts are presented? (b) How can an "impartial" board vote thirteen to zero when 
only one side of the story is being told? (c) How can you remove a priest based on one 
person testifying without the accuser being able to respond to the allegations or present 
their facts to the board before they vote? 

As I spoke with Father Sean, I could not help but conclude that he was a scapegoat for 
the archdiocese past failures to protect children. It appears that the archdiocese would 
rather have an im1ocent priest accused, removed and convicted, as opposed to conducting 
a fair and unbiased investigation to determine the true facts. Are you more wonied about 
public relations instead of conducting an honest investigation to provide closure to all 
parties? Are you so afraid of public opinion that you forgot your job to serve the people 
and religious personnel of the Los Angeles Archdiocese instead ofbeing self-serving? 

The treatment of Father Sean is unfair, unchristian and unacceptable. I ask you to please 
strongly consider changes to the following: 

G Ensure that the rights of both the priests and the accusers are protected and that 
both parties are treated fairly and without bias, 

o Require that a parish representative is present at board hearings, 
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a Conduct a fair and unbiased investigation that uncovers all the facts before the 
board votes, and 

• Reform the board to a truly independent function. 

I believe the archdiocese is in a difficult position of trying to make amends for past 
failures and balancing the cunent investigation. We can not conect the past by making 
mistakes in the present. 

What is most troubling about this matter is that we forgot the most important part of the 
sexual abuse problem in the church. We failed to educate. We have a wonderful 
opportunity to educate the whole community, Catholic and non-Catholic, on the 
characteristics of a pedophile. To bring the issue to center stage and engage in open 
meaningful discussions and educate to ensure that all children will be safer in every part 
of their lives, not just the church. Also, we failed to live by our Christian faith by 
wonying about what the newspaper will print and how the Catholic faith will be 
perceived, instead of doing the right thing. 

Please stop the insanity and reinstate Father Sean until a fair and unbiased investigation is 
conducted. Please take the opport:Lmity to educate everyone about sexual abuse. Please 
conduct the business of the Church as if you are answering to Jesus and not to the media. 

I am looking forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely, 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 
Our Lady of Lourdes 

cc: REDACTED ·REDACTED 
REDACTED 
Cardinal Roger Mahony 
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MEJV~ORi\NDUIVi 

TO: Msgr. Craig Cox 

FROM: REDACTED 

SUBJECT: Requested Contact Information 

DATE: August 27,2004 

Here is the information you requested: 

REDACTREDACTED 

REDACTED 

home: REDACTED 
work: 

I gave her a "heads up" that someone from your office would be calling her. 

Hope this helps! 

RCALA 001757 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
Ofllceof 
Vicar for Clergy 
(2.13) 637-7284 

September 15, 2004 

Reverend Sean Cronin 
c/o Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church 
18405 Superior Street 
Northridge, CA 91325-1798 

Dear Father Cronin: 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 
900!0-2202. 

Last spring, in March and again in May, we offered a day of recollection for priests on 
administrative leave and those who, while still in ministry, have been accused publicly. Father 

REDACTED helped facilitate both of those days, for which I am most grateful. 

We have scheduled another day of recollection for the same group. It is my pleasure to invite 
you to the Cardinal Timothy Manning House ofPrayer on Wednesday, September 29, 2004, 
the Feast of the Archangels. Father REDACTED will help facilitate the day. 

As with the first two days, the intent is to provide a reflective, peaceful time, with some simple 
input, some time of silence, and an opportunity for you to connect with one another. If you have 
any suggestions for the day, Father REDACTED and I would welcome them. 

The day will begin at 10:00 a.m. and end with dinner. You are welcome to arrive at the 
Manning House the evening before and stay the night if you wish, or to stay Wednesday night 
after the day of recollection formally concludes. 

If you wish to take part in this day of prayer, please inform Monsignor Gonzales or myself at 
~EDf;CTED If you wish to spend the night at Manning House, please inform one of the staff 
there directly at REDACTED 

Peace be with you! 

Your brother in Christ, 
/} 

/{; 
! i. _______ ... ~ 

i------
Monsigtfo~ Craig A. Cox, J.C.D. 

/ ,. 

y~§._ar--for Clergy 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

Reverend Sean Cronin 
c/o Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
18405 Superior Street 
Northridge, CA 91325-1798 

Dear Father Cronin: 

Office of 
Vicar for Clergy 
(213) 637-7284 

December 13, 2004 

Personal and Confidential 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevt"'.rd 

Los Angeles 
Ca.\ifom!a 
90010-2202. 

Please lrnow that you continue to be in my prayers during this very difficult time. It is times like 
these we know the wisdom of St. Paul when he experienced his powerlessness but fotmd the 
grace of God in his weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9-10). So may the grace of Christ fill you and 
strengthen you in this time of trial. 

As you lrnow, we are endeavoring to reach equitable settlements to the many lawsuits filed 
against the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. As you may not know, as part of the settlement process 
in southern California, the judge has required that the Archdiocese as well (as other dioceses and 
religious orders) prepare "proffers" or summaries of the contents of most of the accused priests' 
clergy and confidential files. The Archdiocese recently completed the process of having the 
proffers it prepared reviewed and verified by the judge. 

Cardinal Mahony is now consulting with his advisors, especially our Presbyteral Council, on the 
wisdom of making these proffers available for review by our Catholic people. Currently, it is his 
intent to proceed with making this information available in some form, especially since some 
victims have indicated that the release of this kind of information can be helpful to their healing 
process. Release of such information also responds to the call from so many of our Catholic 
people for greater openness about how complaints of sexual misconduct with minors have been 
handled. Thus, our sense is that there will be great value in taking the initiative now to release 
these documents ourselves, allowing us to do so in a constructive context and with appropriate 
explanation. 

The Cardinal has asked that I write to each person for whom we have prepared proffers and to 
enclose for your review a copy of the proffer related to you. As you can see, for the most part the 
proffer includes information on your dates of birth and ordination as well as your assignment 
history. When applicable, the proffer also includes information on when any kind of sexual 
misconduct was reported to Archdiocesan authorities. This relates to the critical legal question 
of"notice." It also sketches the actions taken by officials of the Archdiocese in response to any 
complaints. 
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Letter to Priest Regardillg Proffers 
Page 2 of2 

Out of respect for your rights, the Cardinal did not want to release this proffer without first 
communicating our thinking to you and allowing you to review the proffer. Certainly, if any of 
the information in our files is erroneous, we would very much appreciate receiving corrected 
information from you. 

Also, if you have any comments or questions, please feel free to phone REDACTED 
one of the attorneys most familiar with the proffers, at ~ED~CTED You are also welcome to 
phone me on December 20, 21, or 22 at~ED~CTED I am not available from December 14~ 
19 due to duties that take me outside the Archdiocese. 

Again, please know that you are in my prayers, especially during this Advent season of hope. 
May these wonderful days of the liturgical year be a time of healing and renewal for us all! 

Yours in Christ, 

/
./) ' " 
t1 

c /J / i/ 'l 
~~ (______...;1 I r-~L . '--...----,___ I \,____A / 

&: -_ r Craig A. Cox, J/CJ). 
for Clergy _ . 

enclosure 
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PROFFER RE FATHER SEAN CRONIN 

Date :Qescription 
10/26/43 Cronin born in Ireland. 
10/7/67 Cronin ordained for the Diocese of Dublin, Ireland. 
8/69-8172 Cronin missionary in Diocese of Eldoret, Kenya, East Africa. 
9/5172 Cronin appointed Deacon at St. Genevieve Church, Van Nuys. 
9/8/73 Cronin incardinated into Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 
9/8173 Cronin assigned to St. Genevieve Church, Van Nuys, CA. 
12/27175 Cronin assigned to St. Andrews Church, Pasadena. 
3/3/77 Ltr from pastor at St. Andrews to Archbishop that Archbishop had 

asked pastor about the question of reference to Cronin's association 
with boys in his room. Pastor indicates it is a matter of doubt. 

7/1177 Cronin assigned to St. Monica Church, Santa Monica, and assigned to 
teach full time at St. Monica High School. 

7/10179 Cronin assigned to teach at St. Michael High School, Los Angeles, and 
to live at St. Michael's Church with faculties as an associate. 

10/8/82 Cronin appointed to be in residence at St. Helen Church, So~th Gate, 
with faculties as an associate. 

1/11/84 Cardinal Manning grants permission for Cronin to join the faculty of 
Marymount College, Palos Verdes. 

10/1/84 Cronin assigned to faculty of Marymount College and granted faculties 
of an Associate at Holy Trinity. Placed in residence at St. Peter and 
Paul Church, Wilmington 

7/6/88 Cronin placed in residence at St. Margaret Mary, Lomita. Continues to 
teach at Marymount College. 

1991-92 Cronin on Sabbatical at Oxford University, England. Subsequently 
returns to faculty at Marymount College. 

9/23/99 Memo from the president of Marymount Coll~tfo~c~Q6.t he had reported 
to a regional bishop that a student (adult male ) had reported 
inappropriate conversation by Cronin who had apparently been 
drinking. No allegation of sexual contact. Allegations in the nature of 
sexual harassment. 

10/6/99 Memo of Vicar for Clergy of his interview of two additional 
Marymount College students (male adults:"wAc'"". and REDAc=) who 
reported inappropriate conversation and behavior by Cronin. No 
allegations of sexual contact. Allegations are in the nature of sexual 
harassment. 
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1017/99 Notes of meeting of Vicar for Clergy, the president of Marymount 
College, and REDACTED described an incident with Father Cronin. 
There was no sexual contact involved andREoAcTEo was an adult at the 
time of the incident. 

10/19/99 Ltr from Vicar for Clergy to Cronin requesting that he be given a 
psychotherapeutic evaluation, participate in counseling on boundary 
issues, , participate in outpatient therapy and that he would be 
reassigned to a new ministry. 

10/19/99 Telecon of Vicar for Clergy and president of Marymount College re 
REDACTED, (an adult) 

10/19/99 Email from Staff psychologist in Vicar for Clergy's Office to Vicar for 
Clergy confirming that college was ministering to two students. Both 
of these students were adults at all relevant times. 

1115/99 Letter from attorney for Archdiocese to Father Cronin's civil attorney 
concerning the transfer of Father Cronin at the end of the school year. 
This does not relate to childhood sexual abuse. 

117/00 Memo from Vicar for Clergy to Archbishop that new concerns about 
Father Cronin's drinking had arisen. 

2/10/00- Fr. Cronin undergoes in-patient treatment for alcoholism at Guest 
9/30/00 House in Rochester, Minnesota. 
10/1/00 Cronin assigned to Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Northridge. 
2/12-16/01 Cronin participates in aftercare program at Guest House in Rochester, 

:MN. 
9/10-14/01 Cronin participates in aftercare program at Guest House in Rochester, 

:MN. 
2/25-28/02 Cronin participates in aftercare program at Guest House in Rochester, 

MN. 
117/03 Memo from Vicar for Clergy to file that he had advised Fr. Cronin that 

his name had appeared on a list of alleged perpetrators of sexual 
misconduct with minors prepared by attorneys for prospective 
plaintiffs. The misconduct allegedly occuned while Cronin was 
assigned to St. Genevieve's from 1973-75. 
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Archdiocese of los Angeles 

Reverend Sean Cronin 
c/o Our Lady of Lourdes Church 
18405 Superior Street 
Northridge, CA 91325 

Dear Sean: 

Office of 
Vlcar for Clergy 
(213) 637-72.84 

December 22, 2004 

Personal and Confidential 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2202 

Please know that you continue to be in my prayers. Christmas reminds us that, in the midst of 
darkness, light came among us. In celebrating the Incarnation, we receive reassurance and new 
hope. I pray that in this dark and difficult time of your life, this reassurance will uphold you! 

The Archdiocese will be adjusting the allowance for living expenses for those priests on 
administrative leave who are living outside of ecclesiastical housing. 

The allowance for those priests who are living with relatives or friends is being raised from 
••• a month to a month. Tlris will take effect January 2005. 

I would appreciate it if you could inform me of a direct mailing address. That information will 
be kept confidential. 

May the grace and peace of Christ be with you! 

Yours in Christ, 

! /} /! /) /'. ~ , I , .. 
tM __ •. --'(/ i. _{"'-

· ...... -----;- . . .. I , .... _..,; 

M~s-i~aig A. Cox, J.C.D. 
~~~or Clergy · 
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MEMORAl'\lDUI\1 

TO: REDACTED 

FROM: Monsignor Craig 

RE: Adjustments in Living Allowance Provided for Priests on Administrative Leave 

DATE: 22 December 2004 

-----~---------------------------------------------

As you know, RED~CTED . recently approved an adjustment in the living allowance for 
priests on administrative leave who are not living in ecclesiastical housing. 

Please arrange for the following adjustments to be made: 

Reverend Sean Cronin raisetotl•• 
REDACTED 

Thank you. 

cc:REDACTED REDACTED 
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CONFIDENTIAL & PRIVILEGED 
INVESTIGATNE REPORT 
ATTORNEY -CLIENT WORK PRODUCT 

January 28, 2005 

Canonical Investigation ofFather Sean Cronin 

Interviewee: REDACTED 

Interviewer: REDACTED 

On January 28, 2005,REDAC~ED REDACTED was contacted at the San Fernando 
Mission and provided the following information: 

He is Timothy Cardinal Manning's biographer and knew the Cardinal very well. He 
provided the appointment book for Manning for the year 1977 noting that Manning had 
an open door policy for priests and thus saw many men who might not be noted in the 
appointment book. When he observed the 10:30 appointment for March 4 for Fr. Sean 
Cronin he opined the appointment took place or else Cronin's name would have been 
crossed out. He provided a copy ofthe pertinent page and the first page of the book both 
of which are attached. 

REDACTED 
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I 
Purim 

FRIDAY ITJ MARCH 
\low l 977 63rd day _ 302 days follow 

REDACTED 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeies 

Reverend Sean Cronin 
c/o Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
18405 Superior Street 
Northridge, CA91325 

Dear Father Cronin: 

o:nce of 
\/ka for Clerg:·l 

tZl3J 637~7254 

May 13,2006 

Personal and Confidential 

Cc<.liforni<. 
9Q•J10-2201 

This is to confirm my receipt of your letter, dated 14 April2006 responding to my earlier letter of 
13 March 2006. 

You expressed your desire to have the opening of the canonical trial regarding the allegations 
made against you deferred until the civil lawsuits have been concluded. We will respect this 
request and place the matter on hold, informing the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith of 
this fact. Once the lawsuits are settled or resolved by civil trial, we will then initiate tlie 
canonical proceeding. 

This is also to confirm that we have received your Mandate appointing Mr. REDACTED 
J.C.D., J.D. to represent you in any canonical proceeding. 

As you may know, I will be completing my term of service as Vicar for Clergy at the end of June. 
Subsequent to that date, please feel free to contact Monsignor Gabriel Gonzales who will assume 
the responsibility of Vicar for Clergy in July. 

May the grace and peace of Jesus Risen fill you in this Easter season! 

Yours in Christ, 

cc:REDACTED 182902 
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OFF1CE OF ASSISTANCE M1NlSTRY 

TO: REDACTED 
FROM: 

DATE: .May3,;2004 

Thank you for agreeing to provide service to the above-named individual. I am encloSing 
the following: Archdiocesan Guidelines for Pastoral Outreach to Victim-Survivors of 
Clergy Sexual Misconduct, Survivors of Clergy Abuse Initial Treatment Plan, Patient 
Release Form, and the Psychotherapeut2-o Service Provider Information Form. 

So that my Office can monitor the progress of those we refer for counsa!ing, we ask that 
you pi ease cooperate with the following: 

!. Initial Treatment Plam 

Please complete and return the attached form by the third visit It bas been 
designed for efficient time management Remember to include a copy of your 
Release oflnformation form for our records. 

2. Progress Reports: 

We require you to complete progress reports every ten sessions. My Office will 
send you a short form for this pmpose when it is time for a progress report 

3. Final Summary Report: 

-~-- - ~ -----------··----------
This form will be sent to you when you notify my Office you are pllimring to 
terminate treatment 

4. Confidentialitv: 

We understand the importance of confidentiality if you are to develop and 
maintain a healthy alliance with your patierrts. However, I do ask that you; 

RCALA 001769 
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Memorandum to 
Date May 3, 2004 
Page2 

A. Focus treatment on dealing with recOYery from the clergy abuse; 

B. Notify me if you need a Child Abuse Report or a Duty to Warn Report; 

C. Notify me if sn.i?ide potential is a serious concern; 

D. Keep me infoiiiled of any important problems as they arise . . ·: ... :; . 

5. Reimbwsement for Serviees: 

The agreed fee for services will be determined between the Assistance M'm.istry Office 
Coordinator and the therapist regarding the particular client. We do not assume 
responsibl1ily for payment for /ate Cancellations OT "no s/rows"for flJipOintmentS. 4l!E 
billing (or tltese situations should be made to the individual in tl•erapy, Please include 
your Social Security number or TaxlD.# on the bill, and send it in a timelyiilBililer to. my 
office. 

Please enclose a copy of your cunicul:um vita, copy of your license, and cmrent 
malpractice insurance. 

If you have questions, lean be reached a:REDACTED 

!look forward to wOrking with }'lllL 

Enclosures ( 4) 

----- -----·--···-----·---------------..:.·-·-~---·--·-···--
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~EORCME# ____ ~~~~~-~-=--

SURVIVOR THERAPY RECORD 

REDACTED REDACTED 
SURVIVOR )lHERAPIST J. 

DATE INITIAL MEMO AND 'TREATMENT PLAN SUIT: __,5:=:--:-,.--'3"'--.::o~'f,__ ____ _ 

DATE INITIAL TREATMENT PLAN AND RELEASE RECEIVED ""6'---_,_1_-_,c~'{_· __ _;__ __ 

START THERAPIST PROGRESS REPORTS DATE 

PROGRESS~ORT#lREQUESTSENT 'i- 3/-o/ RECEIVED iO--!J.-oy 

· PROGRESS REPORT #2 REQUEST SENT ___ _!__ RECEIVED 

PROGRESS REPORT#3 REQUEST SENT ----~ RECEIVED 

PROGRESS REPORT #4 REQUEST SENT ----'--- RECEIVED 

PROGRESS REPORT #5 REQUEST SENT --'-" .. ~. -. __ RECEIVED 

PROGRESS REPORT #6 REQUEST SENJ: _____ .RECEIVED 

FINAL SUMMARY REQUEST SENT ----- RECEIVED 

... SURVIVOR BY ALUATION REQuESt SENT-· ---- ---- RECETVEIJ -_· _____ ···_--_-_·--·--·-·-·- --·. 

Therapist Address: 
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Dear-

I know that Msgr. Cox left for his annual retreat and is out of the office now. I have no 
knowledge of any of the priests process. 

I wanted to let you know that I hope you got started wi~in therapy. Let me know 
if it's helpful. Sr-

·--..:..:..onginal Message-----
From: Webmaster 

~:tnj:lwiiejdn.esiildla.niMia1l191 2oo4 9:os AM 

·Subject: RE: Father Sean Cronin 

I'm forwarding your message to Assistance Minister Sr····lwith a copy to 
Msgr. Cox's office. I'm praying for everyone Involved. *j 

" I I I 1.~ geles 

Sent: Weclnes,clay, 
To: Webmaster 
Please fory;ard this to somebody whq cares. 

Dear Msgr. Cox, 

As you probably already know, l met with f be 
Special Investigator. I came to Los Angeles at my own time and 
expense to meet with him. l did what you asked me to do. I feel 
it's only fair that you tell me what has beeri done about Sean 
Cronin. What was the result ofihe investigation ???15 Sean 
Cronin going to be removed or has he been removed ??? Is the 

. Archdio~~~~ g~i~g !Cl__ 11~1:!.()! _th~-:~ ~~r..O.!~~e_r~~~-::J??.~~~!' _?~?_ ___ . . 

Healing also begins with co.tnnlunication Msgt. Please give me an 
answer. I deserve that much. Please let me know. 

Thank you. 

98007 
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SURVIVORS OF ABUSE 
INITIAL TREATMENT PLAN 

(Please Type or Print) 

Patient N~e:_REDACTED DOB: _____ _ 

Date of First Visit: ,., \ _ _ ;,;· 

REDACTED··-- ·----· ..... 

REDACTED 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

Reverend Sean Cronin 
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
18405 Superior Street 
Northridge, CA 91325-1798 

Dear Father Cronin: 

Office of 
Vlcar for Oergy 
rz 13) 637-7ZB4 

July 13, 2004 

34Z4 
Wilshire 
Boule~ard 

.-1 • 

-·····--- -· --·-

los Angeles 
Callfcmia 
90010-ZZOl 

Let me begin by assuring you of my prayers in this difficult time. J£1 can be of service to you, 
please let me lmow. 

This letter is to confirm in writing the essential content of our meeting today. I indicated to you 
that, since the :filing ofthe two lawsuits alleging sexual abuse of minors on your part, a 
preliminary investigation was initiated in-accord with canon 1717. I explained that, in the com:se 

. oftbis :investigation, a canonical auditor has been able to interview the two plaintiffs and has 
conducted further :investigations. I also explained that the canonical auditor very much wishes to 
have an opportunity to interview you about these allegations. You are welcome to have a 
canonical advisor present at that interview. We hope to be able to schedule a day and time for 
that interview as soon as reasonably possible. · 

Second, I indicated that the Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board has several times examined the 
allegations brought against you: Initially, the Board recommended you be maintained in m:iriistry 
as the ip.vestigation commenced. J?. its most recent review, the Board recommended that the 
investigation had prqgressed to a point where it was now appropriate to place you on 
administrative leave. Cardinal Mli.hony has approved the Board's recommendatiqn.. The leave. 
became effective on this date at the time I persop.ally notified you. 

Please note that being placed on administrative leave does not involve any final judgment on our 
part that the allegations are tn.;Le or false. It does reflect the fact that, as a result ofthe progress of 
the prelin:rinary investigation, a formal canonical process is warranted. After you have the 
opportunity to be interviewed~ the Cardinal will remand this matter t9 the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith as required by the Apostolic Letter Sacrmentorum sanctitatis tutela. 
Administrative leave is a step taken to protect both you and others as the canonical process 
unfolds and leads to a final determination. 

During this time of leave, I direct that you engage in no public ministry without my specific 
authorization or that of the Cardinal. I hereby issue the warning of canon 134 7 to :in.fonn you that 
any violation oftbis prohibition would render you liable ~o canonical penalties. 

f'c~~cral R.es;;lons: Our Lady of the Jl..ngEls Sa.., fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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During your administrative leave, you are to leave your residence at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
as soon as reasonably possible and take up residence in a place we mutually agree upon. During 
your leave, your· salary and benefits Win be paid by the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. The 
Archdiocese will also reimburse you for the reasonable yxpenses of a canonical advocate. 

During this traumatic time, let me ;renew my invitation to mak:e use of one of our counselors to 
assist you in dealing with the stresses and tensions that being on a leave necessarily entails. 

Again, please know that you ~·e in my prayers. May the Lord guide and strengthen you with the 
blessings you need! · 

Yours in Christ, 

~ CJ:& M~g A. Cox, J.C,D. . 
~~~~~ . 
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TO: File 

FROM: Monsignor Craig A. Cox 

RE: Reverend Sean Cronin 

DATE: 14 July2004 

---~---------------------------.--------------------

Last night I spoke with Father Cronin and placed him on administrative leave. 

He mentioned that he had agreed to do a funeral on Friday monring for a family that specifically 
asked for him. The Pastor is on vacationand the Associate just arrived in the parish." For Father 
Cronin not to do this fimeral would cause distress and raise .questions. He asked about 
authorization to do that funeral. 

I indicated that I understood the situation, and that I did not want rumors circulating in the parish· 
before we make our weekend announcements. I told him I would consult. 

I phoned by Cardinal Mahony 
authorize Father Cronin to handle 
phone this morning. 

agreed with me that it was appropriate to 
.LUJ.Lv~<:W. u•LLI.,~v~. I informed Father Cronin of this by 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 

FROM: 

RE: 

DATE: 

Recommendation of the Clergy Misconduct Oversight.Board 
Reverend Sean Cronin (CMOB 067-01) 

29 June2004 

The Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board discussed the case ofF ather Sean Cronin on June 23, 
2004. 

In late 2002 and early 2003, Father Cronin's name emerged on a list of alleged abusers provided 
by the plaintiffs' .~ttomeys. Two individuals were listed as plamti:ffs. The brief summaries on 
the list indicated that one of the young men was alleging smous abuse over a 
period ofmanyyears (1968-1977) · · ofFathe'r Cronin to St. 
Genevieve. The other complainant alleged less egregious but still abusive 
activities from 1979-198.2, beginning at St. Monica's. ·When informed t.hat these two individuals 
were ptosp~..:. Father Cro:UU denied an! misconduct. That denial was reiterated in a 
letter from._Father Cromn's attorney, m December of 2003. · 

In December of2003, lawsuits were fiied by the two men. The information in the lawsuits was 
sketchy in nature. In December 2003 and Jamiary2004, one of our canonical auditor~ conducted 
some investigations. Announcements were made 'at Father Cronin's parish on tlie weekend of 
January 31 -February 1, 2004, informing the people that he had been acct'lsed by two 
individuals. · · 

On Apri116, 200-anonical auditor, interviewed Mr. -He described a 
lengthy period of contact with Father Cronin that began in counseling, and involved grooming 
behaviors, including being provided with alcohol, .rais:ing sexual topics in conversations, and 

to a movie that involved scenes of homosexual activity. According to Mr. 
Fr. Cronin would gaze into his eyes and kiss him on the cheek. Even~s 

Cronin kissed him on the mouth, though without using his tongue. Mr . ._ 
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Memorandum Regarding Fr. Sean Cronin 
Page2 

claims th~t finally, on one occasion, Fr. CronTI: asked to se~ his perris. Apparen~lier 
conversatwn ~ad told Fr. Cromn he had a birthmark there. Mr.~d 
not comply with~ and asked Fr. Cronin to take hii:D. home imtnediately, which he did. 
This severed the relationship. 

~ follqwed up leads based on the statement of Mr.~ but the only sort of 
corroborating information he could obtain were verifications that Fr. Cronin and 
had spent a lot oftime together. · 

Despite repeated efforts, we have not obtained the written question:llaire from the other plaintiff, 
~r his written statement !lS part of the mediation p±ocess. · 

" ,. 

. The members of the Board discussed Fr. Cronin's case at length. Other means to try to · · 
corroborate the claims of~were considered but offer little prospect of success. If 
the claims of~e accurate, most of what he described consists of unprofessional 
behavior on the part ofFr, Cronin and a pattern of regular and seridus crossing ofboundaries. A 
few things, such as the request that the young man exhibit his genitals and the unsolicited kiss on 
the lips, even though not "French kissing," cross over the line into abuse. Also, while providing 
alcohol to a minor is not sexual misconduct per se, it is a violation of the law and is the kind of 
activity that accompanies "groonring." 

the evidence is most 
~~Q!!JgmJQ.~~Q!!l~LID]!.. However, it appears to the 
~~~~~~~Q!.!;;~ The claims he makes are "restrained." If 

he was he could have claimed far more egregious activity. His 
allegations together with Fr. Cronin's subsequent boundary violations at Mirymount and his 
difficulties with alcohol were all con8id~red and contnbute to the following recommendations: 

cc: 

That Father Cronin be invited to meet with the canonical auditor and Vicar for Clergy to 
be confronted and questioned and given· the opportunity· to :i'espond. 

That unless Fr. Cronin's statement produces information wlrich, in my an~ 
judgmeiJ.t, require further immediate investigation and/or consideration by ~hat 
he be placed on administrative leave while the investigatios continues. In accord with 
J.>Olicy, an announcem~nt would be made at Fr. Cronin's parish. · · ... 

;! '. • 

That a report on the interview with Fr. Cronin be made at the next CMOB meeting. 

That further efforts be made to · 

Monsignor Craig A. Cox 
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ROCHESTER TREATMENT 
CENTER 

4800 - 4SUo Street, N.E. 
P.O. Box954 

Rochester, MN 55903 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
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March 8, 2002 

~ inf~B£tion has been disclosed ~{., yoo ll :ec:;-;::., J'r::rte~t'O!d b ?e.i~ 
co.:rffdszti3.Ihy r;;le:; (42 CF.R., P2~ 2). '11i~ ·r!;cle:::f n~:~'J ~-~·)::~:- ": ~~:u ~~!::1 
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re~~:-s:: c.~-~ :::.:_.:.:l ~;" :-.: .. _ . . ! • :·; ::\...~~: :. :. • : _ • ·::e. 
T~ :_·-:.:~r:..: ... L:t.:·:; r.: .. ::::_ =-=:_ · ..::~ c~· .. :.::! L1.fu~·~:.1sticn 1·:· c:r: .... _;::2.::J- ~:.~".\ .... ::a;::::a 
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His Eminence Roger Cardinal Mahoney 
3424 Wilshire Blvd 
Los Angeles, CA 90010 

Confidential 
Re: Reverend Sean Cronin 

Your Eminence: 

We are pleased to report thatJ~ii.ther Sean Crorili,l;\bas satisfactorily completed the third 
and final phase of his recovery program at Gu,est House, February 25 to 28, 2002. 
During his fonnal treatment and Continuing CarQl "we have witnessed the emergence o:J; 
a dedicated priest who is committed to the goal oflong-term quality sobriety . 

The primary focus of Father Cronin's Continuing Care week was on reviewing and 
revising his Continuing Care :plan. He haci individual and group sessions with the 
therapy staft: attended a minimum of one AA meeting, and participated in group with. 

. Guest House primary clients. This afforded Father the ability to· talk about the 
challenges and rewards of his recovery. He also participated in a group on spirituality . 

. Father CroWn. reports abstinence smce discharge and attendance at AA meetings on a 
weeldy bas:ls. He does have a sponsor who he sees on a regular basis. He is also 
attending priests' meetings within the Archdiocese. 

Physically, Father is in overall good physical health and is following up with his 
physician on a regular basis. ·He appears to be very grateful for sobriety, and he is 
utilizing the tools of recovery. Overall, I am very pleased with the progress Father 
Cronin has made. · 

I have enclosed a copy ofhis Continuing Care Plan for your review, as you can see'it is 
very comprehensive. While this concludes our formal interaction with Father Cronin, 
we hope he will stay in touch with us ·as a part of his ongqitg· recovery. By copy of 
this letter, we rerr.ind Father ofr..is connr..itrnent to sobriety and recC\rery. 

Your Eminence, thank you for your ongoing support of Father Cronin and the Guest 
House mission. If you have any questions regarding this correspondence or any other 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact me. · · 

Respectfully yours, 

. ' ,, 

File 

RECEIVED 
·I 

MAR 2 J 708?: . ·1 
BY: 
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REDACTED 
From: 'REDACTED 
Sent: 
To:. R 

Subject: Misconduct 

Dear REDACTED 

, ~00 I 

l:'age 1 ofl 

~~r (?(. 

S/<2?' 

I have often pondered if I ~hould have reported what I felt was misconduc;:t by a priest before now. I only 
did not do so for the protection of the priest and the church. I often felt that maybe I was somehow 
responsible for his behavior towards me. I be:friended the priest in question. when I was a senior in high 
school. I was going throUgh a difficult time coming to tepns with the divorce of my parents and the 
early symptoms of sulJstance abuse. The priest in question began helping me .and meeting With me on a 
regular basis to talk about my problems and God. He"v.rould pick me up at my parents house on a weekly 
basis and we would go to dinoer, where we drank alcoho~ and then return to his residence to talk. 
Again, he always served me and himself alcohol Our .sessions often turned to discussions about sex. I 
remember him being very interested in the subject. At the end of our meeting we would hug. He then 
started kissing me on the lips. I was startled. He told me that in european cultures this was acceptable. 
between men. He was Irish. He once took me to A Dutch firm that dealt with a young man who was 
confronting his homosexuality. He felt that it was a~ I should see. It did have; sexual content with gay 
sex. The final incident for me was when I had told him that I had a birthmark on my penis. One night he 
asked if he could see it I be.carne angry and told him I never wanted to see him again. I was crushed. I 
felt that I had caused this. He betrayed my trust. I honestly feel that this would have and could !JJ;ve 
developed into a more serious situation had r·had not put an end to it. It's Important to. note that this all 
began when I was 17 and ended when I was 18. What do you thinlc ??? 

REDACTED 

- ----- -·----

5/28/2002 
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RCALA 001781 

MEMORANDUM ~ONFJDENTIAL 

Date: Wednesday, November 17; 1999 

Re: Father Sean Cronin 

Father Cronin is coming to see you. I believe your appointment is November 22. 

To recap: lbree young men brought forward allegations of sexual harassment concerning 
Fath~r Cronin. Their only connection seems to be Father Cronin and participation as 
volunteer "assistant chaplains.', By sexual harassment I ~ean unwanted attentions, 
. words and touches. There was also some concern expressed by the students (and by 
-at Father Cronin might have a drinking pr~blem, possibly 

compounded by pres0!4>tion medication that he is taking. . . 

When we presented their report verbally to Father Cronin, he described much the same 
words and actions but from a very different point of view. He claimed that his. · 
motivation was to be affirming and supportive to students who were challenged. He 
characterized the students at Marymount.as needing extra encouragement. He also 
revealed that he took medication to deal with insomnia and anxiety that might have given · 
the impression to some that he had been drinking. · 

o The first outcome we hope will come :fromyourappointment with Father Cronin 
is to bring the ~atter out of the legal realm and into the realm of the relationship 
between a diocesan bishop and his priest. While we desired to handle the matter · 
pastorally with appropriate concern for both Father Cronin and the young people, 
Father escalated the matter by introducing a civil lawyer who began interpreting 
everything in legal terms (e.g., allegations, reports and concerns suddenly beCame 
"'serious charges"). 

o ·We do not think that Father Cronin intended to make any sexual advances 
toward these men nor are they charging him with doing 

and I reviewed both the allegations and Father s 
response; Cronin did not intentionally make sexual advances or 
overtures to the students involved. However, the students did sense that Father 
crossed appropriate boundaries. Their presentation was authentic and very credible. 
Because of the introduction of tpe attorney, we· never had the opportunity to say this 
to Father Cronin: 
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. Father Cronin, by his own accounting, has a veri «touchv-feelv" stvle. He sees this 
as being very affirming to the students. RED ACTED and I 
believe that this is the cnrx: of the misunderstanding between the students and Father 
Cronin. His style may have been well accepted in the 1980's. However, people in 
the late 1990's have amllCh clearer sense of their boundaries and are more apt to 
react to a sense nfhoundarv violation. Hence, our recommendation that Father 
work witbREDACTED 'in an educational proceSs on bOundary issues.· 
Our goal is to prevent misunderstanding in the future by heightening Father Cronin's 
sensitivity to others' perceptions of appropriate boundaries. 

o Third, for Father ero:.un•s welfare as well as the safety of others, we feel that 
there must be a thorough review of any possibility of substance abUlle. Doctor 

REDACTED .laS told us that some fuculty members have mentioned that they have 
smelled alcohol on Father Cronin's breath. Two of the students in this instance also 
mentioned alcohol REDACTED bas said that other priests have commented to 
him that Father Cronin mav have a problem with drinking. We ask that Father Cronin 
work witlREDA_CTE D . • in this area, as well as coopetate in a competent 
psychiatrist reviewing his medications in the light of any pilteotial of problem 
drhlliing. . 

o Fourth, we feel that there is a need for Father Cronin to work through the 
emotional issues rising from this intervention with a: therapist. We also believe 
that working with a therapist to help uncover the underlying reasons for crossing 
boundaries with the.ung men is essential We believe this work can be done on 
an outpatient basis. Father Cronin has made it known through his attorney and 
a Marymount College trustee that he is terrified· of being sent to Saint Luke Institute. 
We have never mentioned this to him, not even as a pOSSlbilitj.) 

o Fifth, these matters need to be addressed out .of the conten that has led Father to 
this situation. Marymount College is open to a trailsfer e;ffective at tbe end of this 
term (February). We agree that a new asSignment would be beneficial and provide a 
fresh point of view from which Father Cronin could addreSs his issues. He has been 
in this assignment too· long and has developed some habits that are proving 
problematic. A new environment is indicated. 

If you wish me to sit in on the appointment wi1h you, please let me know. 

RCALA 001782 

CCI 006216 



Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

aost Reverend Pietro Sambi 
~postolic Nunciature. 

3339 Mass-achusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20008-3687 

RE: Letter:to His Eminence 

29 July 2010 

Cardinal William Cardinal Levada, Prefect 

34Z4 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith-CDF Prot. No. 782/2004-22104 

Your Excellency: 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-ZZ41 

Enclosed is a letter addressed to Cardinal William Levada, Prefect of the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith, from Cardinal Roger Mahony. 

I would respectfully request that you kindly forward the enclosed letter to the Congregation. 

I am very grateful for your assistance in this matter. May the Lord continue to bless you and your 
ministry. · 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Enclosure 

Pasto@l Regions' Our lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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Shipment Receipt 

Transaction Date: 
Tracking Number: 

!WI Address Information 

Ship To: 
REDACTED 

3339 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
WASHINGTON DC 200083610 
Telephone:2136377888 

Do+tl:rn Arlrlr.r:::u~·e• 

REDACTED 
ARCriDIOCESE OF L.A. 
3424 Wilshire Blvd 
4th Floor 
Los Angeles CA 900102241 
Telephone:213-637 -7888 

1001 Package Information 

Ship From: 

27 Jul2010 
1ZX008180297569152 

REDACTED 
AKGHlJIOGE::iE Or L.A. 
3424 Wilshire Blvd 
4th Floor 
Los Angeles CA 9001 02241 
Telephone:213-637 -7888 

Weight Dimensions I Declared Reference Numbers 
Packaging Value 

1. 0.5lbs UPS Letter 1 USD 
(Letter billable) 

Cost Center- 00040 
Reference # 2- CDF .Prot No. 782/2004-
22104 

[!] UPS Shipping Service and Shipping Options 

Service: 
UPS 2nd Day Air 

Guaranteed By: 1 

End of Day Thursday, 7/29/2010 
. . ,/ 

Shipping Fees Subtotal: 

Transportation 

Fuel Surcharge 

Declared Value 

Package 1 

[!] Payment Info-rmation 

Bill Shipping Charges to: 

16.42 USD 

15.20 USD 

1.22 USD 

·o.oo uso 

Shipper's Account X00818 
..... , 

! 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
Office of 
the Archbishop 
(213) 637-7288 

3424 

Wilshire 
Boulevard 

VOTUMOF THE BISHOP OF INCARDINATION 
CARDINAL ROGER M. MAHONY 

23 July 2010 

His Holiness 
Pope Benedict XVI 

RE: Sean Cronin 

· Los Angeles 

California 
90010-2202 

Petition for Dispensation from the Obligations of Priesthood and Celibacy 

Your Holiness: 

It is with deep sadness that I write to you regarding the petition of Sean Cronin requesting 
a dispensation from the obligation of sacred orders, along with a dispensation from .the 
obligation of clerical celibacy. 

Sean Cronin, born 26 October 1943, was incardinated in the Archdiocese of Dublin, 
Ireland, and was ordained to the diaconate on 7 October 1967. The archdiocesan . 
seminary council rec01;nmended that Deacon Cronin not be promoted to the order of 
priesthood due to. fears over homosexual tendencies. 

For a time Deacon Cronin exercised diaconal ministry in Africa, ·There he met and was 
invited by the then Archbishop of Los Angeles, Cardinal T:im'othy Manning, to come to 
his Archdiocese. On 13 June 1973, he was excardinated from the Archdiocese of Dublin 
and incardinated into the Archdiocese ofLos Angeles. On 8 September 1973, he was 
ordained to the priesthood. 

During the 
Archdiocese. 

.IEPACTED 

assignments in our 

.REDACTED 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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In 2003 I received notice that a Mr. ~ad filed suit against the Archdiocese 
charging that Father Cronin had performed egregious sexual acts upon him whil~ 
was still a minor. In that same year a charges of a similar 
nature. I initiated an investigation to norm and determined that the 
reports bore a semblance of truth. As mandated by Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela, I 
provided a detailed report to the Congregation for the Doqtrine of the Faith, and was 
authorized to conduct a penal judicial process to determine guilt or innocence on the 
charge of sexual abuse of a minor. Meanwhile, on 13 July 2004, Father Cronin was 

· placed on administrative leave. 

Father Cronin requested a delay in the trial pending the outcome. oflaw suits against the 
Archdiocese by victims of clerical sexual abuse. Now, with the help of canonical 
counsel, he has decided to forego the right to a judicial trial and voluntarily to petition 
Your Holiness for a dispensation from all the rights and obligations of a presbyter. 

Th~ allegations against Sean Cronin give evidence of a troubledJife, dating hack to his· 
seminary days and lasting throughout his years of active ministry. Writing to my 
Promoter of Justice, the present Archbishop of Dublin, Diarmuid Martin, states that his 
predecessor, Archbishop McQuaid was adamant that, due to homosexual tendencies, 
Sean Cronin not be prom~ood. Subsequently, evidence of these homosexual 
tendencies appears in Dr.--eport and in the reports of the students 
themselves. Added is the aggravating circumstance of alcohol abuse while engaged in 
the public exercise of priestly ministry. 

Even more disturbing are the allegations of sexual abuse of minors which bear a 
semblance oftruth. 

In retrospect, it seems clear that Sean Cronin was never a suitable candidate for the 
priesthood, and is presently not suited for active ministry. It would be for the good of the 
Church and for Father Cronin's own good ifhe were to be returned to the lay state. For 
this reason, I hereby offermy Votum in favor of granting thjs petition. 

With kindest personal regards, I remain 

Yours in Christ, 

·cardinal Roger M. Mahony 
Archbishop ofLos Angeles 

RCALA 001786 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

His Eminence, 

Office of 
the Archbishop 
(213) 637-7288 

23 July 2010 

Cardinal William J. Levada, Prefect 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
Piazza Del S. Ufficio, 11 
00120 Vatican City 
EUROPE , 

Re: Prot. N. 782/2004-221.04 
Rev. Sean Cronin 
Accused of Graviora Delicta. 

Your Eminence: Ut 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2202 

I write to you concerning developments in the above referenced case ofReverend Sean 
Cronin. In the interests of completeness, information already included in my original 
report to the Congregation may be repeated here. 

Sean Cronin, born 26 October 1943, incardinated in the Archdiocese of Dublin, Ireland, 
and was ordained to the diaconate on 7 October 1967. The seminary council decided to 
dismiss him from the seminary because "of grave fear of homosexual tendencies." 

For a time Deacon Cronin exercised diaconal ministry in Africa. -There he met the th~::n 
Archbishop of Los Angeles, Cardinal Timothy Manning, who invited him for service in 
his. Archdiocese. In 1972 he was assigned as a deacon to St. Genevieve Parish, Panorama 
City (Van Nuys ). On 13 June 1973 he was ·incardinated into the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles, and on 8 September 1973 was ordained to the priesthood. 

Father Cronin had various assignments in the Archdiocese including parochial vicar, high 
school teacher, and chaplain/teacher at Marymount College in Rancho Palos Verdes, 

RCALA 001787 

------Califomia..-He..spent-the-year-l-99-1-on-Sabbatical-at-Qx.ford.-TJniv-<5r-sity,Engl-and..,--P-art-ef------­
the year 2000 was spent on sick leave. 

ocese of Los Angeles, charging that between the years 1972 to 1977, 
while Y guado was still a minor, Father Cronin perpetrated sexual acts on him. In the 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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same year the Archdiocese received notice. of a similar. suit filed 
charging that, during the years 1979 to 1982, Fr. Cronin engaged him in sexual 
During part of the time in question, Mr.~ould have been a minor at civil 
but not at canon law. 

On 7 November 2003, I initiated a preliminary investigation in accord with the norm of 
Canon .1 717. In July 2004 I determined that the reports bore a semblance of truth, and, as 
mandated by Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela, Norm 13, I communicated. the matter to 
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. By letter dated 12 November 2005, the 
Congregation granted derogation from prescription for action concerning the delict of 
sexual abuse of a minor, and authorized a penal judicial process to determine the truth of 
the matter (Congregatio Pro DoctrinaFidei, Prot.N. 782/2004-22104). Meanwhile, on 
13 July 2004, Father Cronin was placed on administrative leave. 

Father Cronin was notified of the pending action. In a hand written letter to my Vicar for 
Clergy, Msgr. Craig Cox, dated 14 April2006, he requested a delay in the canonical trial 
pending the outcome of the law suits against the Archdiocese filed by victims of clerical 
sexual abuse. At the same time, he informed Msgr. Cox that he had given his mandate to 

to represent him as his Procurator and Advocate in the 

In due time Father Cronin was notified that it was opportune to begin the penal process. 
After consulting with canonical counsel, Cronin informed me of his decision to forego 
the right to a judicial trial and to voluntarily petition the Holy Father for a dispensation 
from all the obligations and rights of a presbyter. 

In my original report to the Congregation, I provided a description of the case drawn 
. from documents on file at the Archdiocesan Curia at that time. Since then, additional 

information has come to light which prompts my full support ofFather Cronin's decision. 

On file in our Curia is a letter from the present 
24 February 2006, outlining the seq!±~.ce of events 

leading not to promote Sean·Cronin to the o!.<i)~rffpriMfuood due to "a 
grave fear of homosexual tendencies." In the months succ~g his dismissal from the 
seminary, the Archdiocese of Dublin was diocesan bishops 
requesting Cronin's excardination. 
unambiguous: "I could not in conscience agree advanced to the priesthood"; 

RCALA 001788 

-------''I-cannet-gi-ve-a-nihil-eestat-fer-bis-entry-inte-any-dieees~In--1-n~-Arehbishep---------­

McQl,laid's successo~ granted excardination, with the caution, "the responsibility for 
ordairi,ing him will rest on the bishop who accepts him" (cf. attached letter) . 

. REDACTED .. 
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statement and was interviewed by a canonical investigator. He described what he 
believed were sexual approaches by Cronin including an attempt to touch his buttocks. 
In a meeting with my Vicar for Clergy, in the presence of Dr 
described Fr. Cronin's efforts "to hit on him." These young 
credible. The third complainant~ec~ined repeated offers to be interviewed. 

Along with the allegations of homosexual behavior, Dr.~eported that faculty 
members experienced smelling alcohol on Fr. Cronin's breath in the p1,1blic performance 
of priestly duties. One s~ving a similar experience during cl~s and 
while in Cronin's o:ffice~requested Cronin's transfer to a different 
ministry. Father Cronin admits to;·some of the behaviors described by the college 
students but denies sexual int~:rit. ·As part of the intervention, Fr. Cronin was required to 
receive training in boundary issues, and in the years 2000-2001 he was treated for 
alcohol/substance abuse at Guest House, Rochester, Minnesota (Investigative Report, 
pp. 8-13). 

Eminence: 

When we talked Sunday about Sean (Cronin) you asked me twice about the 
question of reference to his association with boys in his room. I was thinking 
since about that matter. Seeing that it is a matter of doubt, perhaps it would be 
better not to mention it. If this is a problem, I feel it will come up in a more 
specific way in the future. 

Sincerely, 
James 

Clearly, Cardinal Mannii:Ig and ~ere gravely concerned over information 
that had surfaced about Fr. Cronin's association with boys in Cronin's private quarters. · 
-judged that there was .doubt about the matter. He concluded, "If 
~eel it will come up in a more specific way in the future." 

is important in that the problem did arise later on in . 
allegations. Mr. ~laims that while he was a 

minor, Father Crornn him sexually. ~ alleged abuse occurred "many times over 

In an interview conducted Mr- repeated these 
on 30 June 2004, 

acts are alleged to have occurred 
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in~ home and in Cronin's residences at St. Genevieve Parish, Panorama City, 
St. Monica Parish, Santa Monica, and St. Michael Parish, Los Angeles. (Cf. "The 
Investigative Report of Sexual Abuse Allegations against Father Sean Cronin," pp. 25-
36.) Father Cronin ~enies the allegation completely. 

A ba~kground check of~ reveals that he was convicted of a felony (violence), 
and experienced other diffi~with the law. He has been married multiple times and 
admits to promiscuous relationships. These facts raise concern over his credibility and 
the details and scope ofhis allegation. Nonetheless, in light of 
over young boys in Fr. Cronin's room and the sub 
would be difficult to argue that the accuser's answers in 
his statement to the canonical investigator are a total fabrication. 

The third complainant, Mr. describes a lengthy period of interaction 
between himself and Fr. Cronin a semor and Cronin a teacher at 
St. Monica High School, Santa Monica. The-relationship began with counseling sessions 
and develpped into grooming behaviors such as the provision of alcohol, raising sexual 
topics in conversations, and taking the young man to a movie that included homosexual 
'activity .. According to Mr_.r. Cronin would gaze into his eyes and kiss 
him on the cheek. Eventually Fr. Cronin kissed him on the mouth. In one conversation 
•••• shared with Fr. Crm:lin that he has a birth mark on his penis .•••• 

claims that Cronin asked if he could see his penis. Mr.~d not comply with 
the request and asked that Fr. Cronin take him home immediately. The incident severed 
the relationship. Interviews conducted by-~ with other persons provide 
corroboration that Fr. Cronin and~ did spend time together. (C£ "The 
Investigative Report of Sexual Abuse Allegations against Father Sean Cronin", pp. 14-
zs:) Father Cronin denied any misconduct. 

. Subsequently, Mr. sent an e-mail to Fr. Cronin via Msgr. Cox entitled, "My 
Pain." The e-mail reads . "Father Cronin, I can only imagine the pain and 
disappointment your othet victim from St. Genevieve's must be going through. Let me 
tell you about mine." The purpose of the e-mail was to remind Fr. Cronin of the harm he 

,did to Mr. ~4 years earlier, the adverse effect that it is having on him and 
his family,~onin owes it to him, his family and the church to tell the truth. 
Mr.-received psychological th'erapy arranged and paid for through the 
Victim;s Assistance Office of the Archdiocese ofLos Angeles. 

There are marked similarities between tn~and the- allegations. 
However, theY guado allegation alone rises to the level of a delict, which if proven, 

RCALA 001790 
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homosexual behavior and alcohol abuse, though very serious in themselves, would not 
necessarily warrant such a penalty. Nevertheless, taken cumulatively, the various 
allegations against Sean Cronin give evidence of a troubled life at odds with any form of 
priestly ministry. Rl'Jt these reasons, it is my judgment that Father Cronin is presently not 
suitable for priestly ministry and will not be in the future. I wholeheartedly support his 
petition to the Holy Father for a return to the lay state. 
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It should be noted that ever since his removal. from active ministry Father Cronin has 
enjoyed full support from the archdiocese. In the event that the Holy Father answers 
affirmatively to his petition, the Archdiocese agrees to provide for his immediate and 
transitional needs. 

Please find the following attachments; 
. ··~~( ·.r~ 

a) Father Cronin's signed petition addressed to the Holy Father requesting 
dispensation from all clerical obligations, including celibacy; 

b) Father Cronin's Curriculum Vitae; 
c) Mandate for Father Cronin's Procurator/Advocate; l· 
d) My Votum addressed to the Holy Father iri support of Father Cro'hin's Petition; 
e) Investigative Report of Sexual Abuse Allegations against Father Sean Cronin; 
f) Letter from the Archbishop ofDublin, Diarmuid Martin: 24 February 2006. 

With kindest personal regards, I am ·~ 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

p_ W' 
~Eminence 

Cardinal Roger M. Mahon 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 

RCALA 001791 
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Petitioner: Reverend Sean Cronin 
CDF Prot. N. 782/2004-22104 

PETITION FORDISPENSATION FROM ALLCLERICAL 
OBLIGATIONS, INCLUDING CELIBACY 

His Holiness, Pope Benedict XVI 
Apostolic Palace 
00120 Vatican City 

Dear Holy Father: 

In a spirit of humility I come before you to ask that I be dispensed from all clerical 
obligations, including celibacy. 

I am a priest of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles in California. I attach a copy of my 
curriculum vitae to this petition. · 

lam 66 years old. I was ordained in 1973 and was in active ministry in the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles until July 13, 2004 when I was placed on administrative 
leave and enjoined from public ministry. 1bis leave resulted from tWo allegations of 
sexual misconduct with minors which allegedly occurred 20-25 years before. 

In 2006 the Congregation for the DoctJ;ine of the Faith authorized a canonical penal 
trial to be conducted regarding these allegations. I was given the choice to have the trial 
start at that time or to postpone it until after f9.e civil suits had been settled. I elected 
the postponement The trial has not yet commenced . 

. After much thought, prayer and consultation with my canonical counsel, and faced 
with the fact that iny active ministry as a priest is effectively over, I have decided to 
forego the penal trial and to voluntarily petition for laicization. I believe that this decision 
is in the best intereSt of myself, the Church and the Archdiocese. I have been on leave for 
six years and a trial started now could extend that time by years without any assurance of 
what my position will be at the end of that trial and thereafter. At 66 and with some 
heaith conditions, I can now plan for iny remaining years with some certainty about my 
future and my means of support if I now make and am granted this petition. 

RCALA 001792 

--------Aslcing-Your-Holiness-to-look-favorably-upon-this-petition,~I-remain-, --------,---

Given in Los Angeles on this 
sD day of June, 2010 

Respectfully yours in Christ, 

~~~' 
Reverend Sean Cronm ~ 
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CURRICULUM VITAE 

DIOCESE Los Angeles in California 

NAME OF ORDINARY Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 

CDF PROT. N. (if available) 782/2004-22104 

NAME OF CLERIC Rev_ Sean Cronin 

PERSONAL 
DETAIT.S OF THE 
CLERIC 

Date of Birth 

Ordination 

26 October 1943 

Deacon: 
Priest: 8 

1967 
973 

ORIGINAL DIOCESE OF JNCARDJNATION Dublin, Ireland 

Age 

Years of ministry 

MINISTRY INtrRANSFER TO OTHER DIOCESE Los Angeles in California 

CONTACTADDRESS OF THE CLERIC 

CONTACTADDRESSOFTHEPROCURATOR 

ASSIGNMENTS 

Year Parish Location 

1972 St. Genevieve 

1973 St. Genevieve 

1973 

1975 St. Andre~ Pasadena, California 

1977 St. Monica;·High School Santa Monica. California 

1977 St. Monica .Parish Santa Moni~;a, California 

1979 St Michaef'High School Los Angeles, California 

1979 St. Michaei Parish Los Angeles, California 

1982 St. Helen South Gate, California 

1984- Marymount College 2000 Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 

1984 Sts. Peter and Paul Wilmington, California 

1988 St. Margaret Mary Alacoque Lomita, California 

1991 Oxford University England 

1992- St. Margan~t Mary Alacoque 2000 Lomita, California 

Appointment 

Deacon 

Parochial Vicar 

in Archdiocese of 
on i3 June 1973 

Parochial Vicar 

Facuity 

Parochial Vicar 

Faculty 

Resident 

Resident 

Chaplain 

Resident 

Resident 

Sabbatical 

Resident (resumption) 
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2000 Sick Leave -

1000 Our Lady ofLourdes Northridge, California Parochial Vicar 

2004 Administrative Leave 
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MANDATE 

Pursuant to Canon 14R 1 of the C:ni!e nf r..Rnnn T .~w. T l{EVEREND 
SEAN CRONJN, hereby appoiniREDACTED to represent me as 
my canonical counsel, Advocate and Procurator in all matters pertaining to my canonical 
status and position in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, California and to any 
investigation, legal process or other action of any kind involVing allegations of sexual 
abuse brought against me, including any recourse taken from any such process or action. 

Dated: AprilS, 2006 

c:==: ~-.-.::--- . ~: 
' Reverend Sean Cro<ttin 

I hereby accept the appointment set forth in the above Mandate ofReverend Sean Cronin. 

Dated; April 5, 2006 
REDACTED 
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INVESTIGATIVE REPORT 
OF SEXUAL ABUSE ALLEGATIONS 
AGAINST FATHER SEAN CRONIN 

CONFIDENTIAL ATTORNEY WORK PRODUCT 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS ~6 PAGE REPORT AND THE ATTACHMENTS 
THERETO ARE CONSIDERED PRiviLEGED ATTORNEY WORK PRODUCT .... ·.' 

SEPTEMBER 1, 2004 . 

.. ... ·.~ 

INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED AND REPORTED · 

REDACTED 
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Petitioner: Reverend Sean Cronin 
CDF Prot. N. 782/2004-22104 

PETITION FOR DISPENSATION FROM ALLCLERICAL 
OBLIGATIONS, INCLUDING CELIBACY 

His Holiness, Pope Benedict XVI 
Apostolic Palace 
00120 Vatican City 

Dear Holy Father: 

In a spirit of humility I come before you to ask that I be dispensed from all clerical 
obligations, including celibacy. 

I am a priest ofthe Archdiocese of Los Angeles in California. I attach a copy of my 
curric'L(.lum vitae to this petition. · 

I am 66 years old. I was ordained in 1973 and was in active ministry in the 
Archdioeese ofLos Angeles ~til July 13,.2004 when I wa.S placed on administrative 
leave and enjoined from public ministry. Tbis leave resulted from two allegations of 
sexual misconduct with minors which allegedly occurred 20-25 years before. 

In 2006 the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith authorized a canonical penal 
trial to be conducted regarding these allegations. I was given the choice to have the trial 
start at that time or to postpone it until after the civil suits had been settled. I elected 
the postponement The trial has not yet commenced. 

After much thought,_prayer and consultation with my canonical counsel, and faced 
with the fact that my active ministry as a priest is effectively over, I have decided to 
forego the penal trial aild to voluntarily petition for laicization. I believe that this decision 
is in the best interest of myself, the Church and the Archdiocese. I have been on leave for 
six years and a trial started now could extend that time by years without any assurance of 
what my position will be at the end of that trial and thereafter. At 66 and with some 
health conditions, I can now plan for my remaining years·with some certainty about my 
future and my means of support if I now m~e and am granted this petition. 

RCALA 001798 

________ _._A~s""kin"""". g Your Holiness to look favorably upon this petition2c_I_r_em-,--a~in...L, ___________ _ 

Given in Los Angeles on this 
3D day of June, 2010 

Re8pectfully yours in Christ, 

~"'~~--
Reverend Sean Crorun ~ 
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CURRICULUM VITAE 

DIOCESE Los Angeles in California 

NAME OF ORDINARY Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 

CDF PROT. N. (if available) 782/2004-22104 

NAME OF CLERIC Rev. Sean Cronin 

PERSONAL Date of Birth 
DETAILS OF THE 
CLERIC Ordination 

26 October 1943 

Deacon: 
Priest: 8 

1967 
973 

ORIGINAL DIOCESE OF JNCARDINATION Dublin, Ireland 

Age 

Years of ministry 

MINISTRY INffRANSFER TO OTHER DIOCESE Los Angeles in California 

"CONTACT ADDRESS OF THE CLERIC 

PROCURATOR Ctnclude original signed mandate) 

CONTACTADDRESSOFTHEPROCURATOR 

ASSIGNMENTS 

Year Parish Location Appointment 

1972 St. Genevieve Panorama City (Van Nuys), Deacon 
California 

1973 St. Genevieve 
City (Van Nuys), Parochial Vicar 

1973 

1975 St. Andrev.: Pasadena; California Parochial Vicar 

1977 St. Monici,:High School Santa Monica, California Faculty 

1977 St. Monica_Parish Santa Monica, California Parochial Vicar 

1979 St. Michaei'High School Los P...ngeles, California Faculty 

1979 St. Michael Parish Los Angeles, California Resident 

1982 St. Helen South Gate, California .Resident 

M~ountCollege Rancho Palos Verdes, CA Chaplain 

1984 Sts. Peter and Paul Wilnrington, California Resident 

1988 St. Margaret Mary Alacoque Lomita, California Resident 

1991 Oxford University England Sabbatical 

RCALA 001799 

---- -----------

1992- St. Margaret Mary Alacoque Lomita, California Resident (resumption) 2000 
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1000 Sick Leave 

2000 Our Lady of Lourdes Northridge, California Parochial Vicar 

2004 Administrative Leave 
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MANDAJE 

Pursuant to Canon 1481 of the Code of Canon Law.l REVEREND 
SEAN CRONJN, hereby appoint REDACTED to represent me as 
my canonical counse~ Advocate and Procurator in all matters pertaining to my canonical 
status and position in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, California and to any 
investigation, legal,process or other action of any kind involving allegations of sexual 
abuse brought agamst me, including any recolirse taken from any such process or action. 

Dated: April 5, 2006 

~-~-.::-----~~ - .. 
Reverend Sean Cro'iiin 

I her~by accept the appoin1ment set forth in the above Mandate of Reverend Sean Cronin. 

Dated: Aoril5, 2006 
REDACTED 

RCALA 001801 
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INVESTIGATIVE REPORT 
OF SEXUAL ABUSE ALLEGATIONS 
AGAINST FATHER SEAN CRONIN 

. ·coNFIDENTIAL ATTORNEY WORK PRODUCT 
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED INTIDS 36 PAGE REPORT AND THE ATTACmi.J:ENTS 

RCALA 001802 

T.EJERETO ARE CONSIDERED PRIVILEGED ATTORNEY WORK PRODUCT . ' · ·.' 

SEPTENmER 1, 2004 

INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED AND REPORTED 
REDACTED 

' I 
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VOTUM OF TIIE BISHOP OF INCARDINATION 
Canlinal Roger Michael Mahony 

llis Holiness, 
Pope Benedict XVI 
00120 Vatican City State 
Europe. 

Your Holiness: 

July 9, 2010 

It is with deep sadness that I write to you· regarding the petition of Sean Cronin 
requesting a dispensation from the obligation of sacred orders, along with a dispensation 
from the obligation of Clerical celibacy. 

Sean Cronin, born on October 26, 1943, was incardinated in the Archdiocese ofDublin, 
Ireland, and was ordained to the diaconate on October 7, 1967. The archdiocesan 
seminary council recommended that Deacon Cronin not be promoted to the order of 
priesthood due to fears over homosexual tendencies. 

For a time, Deacon Cronin exercised diaconal ministry in Africa. There, he met and was 
invited by the then Archbishop of Los Angeles, Cardinal Timothy Manning, to come to 
his archdiocese. On June 13, 1973, he was excardinated from the Archdioce~e of Dublin 
and incardinated into the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. On September 8, 1973, he was 
ordained to the priesthood. 

During the years that followed, Father Cronin 
archdiocese. 

.lEDACTm 

REDACTB>··· 

In 2003, I received notice that a Mr. ~ad filed suit against the archdiocese 
charging that Father Cronin had perform-ts upon him whiM~ 
was still a minor. In that same year a~ filed. charges of a similar 

RCALA 001803 
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nature. I initiated an investigation according to the norm of law and determined that the 
reports bore a semblance of truth. As mandated by Sacramento rum sanctitatis tutela, I 
provided a detailed report to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, and was 
authorized to conduct a penal process to determine guilt or innocence on the charge of 
sexual abuse of a minor. Meanwhile, on July 13, 2004, Father Cronin was placed on 
administrative leave. 

Father Cronin requested a delay in the trial pepding the outcome of law suits against the 
archdiocese by victims of clerical sexual abuse. Now, with the help of canonical counsel, 
he has decided to forego the right to a judicial trial and to voluntarily petition Your 
Holiness for a dispensation from all the rights and obligations of a presbyter. 

The allegations against Sean Cronin give evidence of a troubled life, dating back to his 
seminary days and lasting throughout his years of active ministry. Writillg to my 
Promoter of Justice, the present Archbishop of Dublin, Duirmuid Martin, states that his 
predecessor, Archbishop McQuaid was adamant that, due-to homosexual tendencies, 
Sean Cronin not be promoted to priesthood. Subsequently, evidence of these homosexual 
tendencies appear in ~report and in the reports of the students themselves. 
Added is the aggravating circumstance of alcohol abuse while engaged in the public 
exercise of priestly ministry. 

Even more disturbing are the allegations of sexual abuse ofminors which bear a 
semblance of truth. 

In retrospect, it seems clear that Sean Cronin was never a suitable candidate for the 
priesthood, and is presently not suited for active ministry. It would be for the good of the 
church and for. Father Cronin's own good if he were to be returned to the lay state: For 
this reason, I hereby offer my Votum in favor of granting this petition. 

With kindest personal regards, I remain, 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

His Eminence 
Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
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July9, 2010 

His Eminence 
William Cardinal Leveda, Prefect, 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 
Piazza Del S. Ufficio,11. 
00120 Vatican City .. 

Re: REV. SEAN CRONIN 
CDF Prot. N. 782/2004-22104 

Your Eminence: 

I write to you concerning developments in the above referenced case ofRev. Sean 
Cronin. In the interests of completeness, information aheady included in my original 
report to the Congregation may be repeated here. 

Sean Cronin, born October 26, 1943, incardinated in the Archdiocese ofDublin, Ireland, 
was ordained-to the diaconate on October 7, 1967. The seminary council decided to 
dismiss him from the seminary because "of grave fear of homosexual tendencies". 

·;'t.t, . 

For a time Deaco:q. Cronin exercised diaconal ministry in Africa. There he met the then 
Archbishop of Los Angeles, Cardinal Timothy Malming, who invited him for service in 
his Archdiocese. In 1972, he was assigned as a deacon to St. Genevieve Parish, Panorama 
City (Van Nuys). On June 13, 1973, he was incardinated into the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles, and on September 8, 1973, he was ordained to the priesthood. 

Father Cronin had various assignments in the archdiocese including parochial vicar, high 
school teacher, and chaplain/teacher at Marymount College, Rancho Palos Verdes, 
California. He spent the year 1991on sabbatical at Oxford University, England. Part of 
the year 2000 was spent on sick leave . 

.u.v.uuJ.VV''-'OV was notified that 
against the Archdiocese ofLos Angeles, charging that between years 1972 to 1977, 
while still a minor, Father Cronin perpetrated sexual acts on him. In the same year the 
Archdiocese received notice of a similar suit filed b-harging that, 

RCALA 001805 

------during-fue-years-1-919-te-1-9-81,-Fr-.GreBin-€lngag€ld-bim-in-sexuaLacti:vit~cD.uring_part_o,....__ ____ ----,-
the time in question, ~ould have been a minor at civil but not at canon 
law. . · 

On November 7, 2003, I initiated a preliminary investigation in accord with the norm of 
Canon 1717. In July 2004, I determined that the reports bore a semblance of truth, and, as 
mandated by Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela, Norm 13, I communicated the matter to 
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. By letter, dated November 12, 2005, the 
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Congregation granted derogation from prescription for action concerning the delict of 
sexual abuse of a minor, and authorized a panel process to determine the truth of the 
matter (Congregatio Pro Doctrina Fidei, Prot.N. 782/2004-221 04). Meanwhile, on July 
13, 2004, Fr. Cronin was placed on administrative leave. 

Father Cronin was notified of the pending action. In a hand written letter to my Vicar for 
Clergy, Msgr. Craig Cox, dated Aprill4, 2006, he requested a delay in the canonical trial 
pending the outcome of the law suits against the Archdiocese filed by victims of clerical 
sexual abus.e. At the same he informed Msgr. Cox that he had given his mandate to 

to represent him as his Procurator and Advocate in the 

In due time, Father Cronin was notified that it was opportune to begin the penal process. 
After consulting with canonical counsel, Father Cronin informed me of his decision to 
forego the right to a judicial trial and to voluntarily petition the Holy Father for a 
dispensation from all the obligations and rights as a presbyter. ~ 

·de fo · e an tr si ·~"""..1-!'>a...r~ 

In myoriginal report to the Congregation, I provided a description of the case drawn 
from documents on file at the Archdiocesan Curia at that time. Since then, additional 
information has come to light which prompts my full support of Father Cronin's decision. 

The three accusations of sexual misconduct against Father Cronin are separated and 

February 24, 2206, vu1.J..U.J.JJ..l5 

leading declSlon not to promote Sean Cronin to the order of priesthood due to ~.'a 

grave fear of homosexual tendencies". In the months succeeding his dismissal from the 
seminary, the Archdiocese of Dublin was ached 
requesting Cronin's excardination. . 
unambiguous; "I could notin agree advanced .to the priesthood"; 
"I cannot give a nihil obstat for his entry into any diocese". In 1972,····· 
•••• ll>uccessor granted excardination, with the caution, "the responsibility for 

ordaining him will rest on the bishop who accepts him"(c.f. attached letter). 

RIDACflD 
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Th~~ccus~tions involve the sexual abuse of minor boys. 
Reference is made here to a hand written letter dated March 3, 1977, by 
~ather Cronin's Pastor, to Archbishop Manning regarding Fr. Cronm s 

associatiOn with young boys ( c.f. Investigative Report, p .5) That letter reads in full: 

Eminence: 

When we talked Sunday about Sean (Cronin) you asked me twice about the question of 
reference to his association with boys in his room. I was thinking since about that matter. 
Seeing that it is a matter of doubt, perhaps it would be better not to mention it. If this is a 
problem, I feel·it will come·up in a more specific way in the future. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Clearly, Cardinal Manning and gravely concerned over information 
that had surfaced about Fr. with boys in Cronin's private quarters. 

that there was doubt about the .. matter. He concluded; "If this is a 
problem, I feel it will come up in a more specific way in the future". . 

.. i~portant in that the problem did arise in the~ 
•al . .l'-'/';a.LJ.uu<>. Mr. ~laims that while a minor, Fa~ 

abus sexually. Tlie alleged ~d "many times over 10 years", "three to 
five times a week for the first couple of years" and then "approximately once a month" 
thereafter while the complainant was an altar boy. The abuse consisted in "mutual 
ejaculation", oral copulation, wrestling, "touching my anus", "simulated intercourse (over 
and under the clothes)", and "I would go to bed with Fr. Cronin when we stayed at the 
rectory". 

In an interview conducted by Canonical Auditor, 

and in Cronin's residences at St. Genevive's Parish, Panorama City, St. 
Monica Parish, Santa Monica, and, St. Michael Parish, Los Angeles. ( cf. "The 
Investigative Report of Sexual Abuse Allegations against Father Sean Cronin", pp.25-36) 
Father Cronin denies the allegation totally. 

A background check of~eveals that he was convicted of a felony (violence), 
and experienced other difficulties with the law. He has been married multiple times and 
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admits to promiscuous relationships. These facts raise concern over 
and the details and scope ofhis allegation. Nonetheless, in light 
concern over young boys in Fr. Cronin's room, and the surJse,amml) 
allegation, it would be difficult to argue that the accuser's answers in the claimant 
questionnaire and his statement to the canonical investigator are a ~ fabrication. 

The third complainant, Mr.~ describes a lengthy period of interaction 
between himself and Fr. Cr~ was a senior and Father Cronin was a 
teacher at St. Monica's High School, Santa Monica. The relationship began with 
. counseling sessions and developed into grooming behaviors including being provided 
with alcohol, raising sexual topics in conversations, being taken to a movie that included 
homosexual activity. According to Mr.~r. Cronin would gaze into his eyes 
anci kiss him on the cheek. Eventually, Fr. Cronin kissed him on the mouth. :rll 
conversation, Mr. with Fr. Cronin that he has a birth~ 
p · that Cronin asked ifhe could see his penis. Mr.-
did · the request and asked-th:at Fr. Cronin take him: home immediately. 
Them.· ciden~ severed the r~lationship. Inter_views con~~~ other 
people provide corroboration that Fr. Cronm and ~d spent time-" 
together. ( cf. "1J].e Investigativ,Y Report of S

1
yxual Abus.e Allegations against Father Sean 

Cronin", pp. 14.::25}.father Cro1t.n denied any misconduct. . 

an email to Fr. Cronin via Msgr. Cox entitled, ''My 
Pain". The email in part: ''Father Cronin, I can only imagine the pain and 
disappointment your other victim from St. Genevieve's must be going through. Let me 
tell you about mine". The purpose of the e-mail was to remind Fr. Cronin of the harm he 
did to Mr. ~4 years earlier, the adverse effect that it is having on himself 
and his family, and that Fr. Cronin owes it to him, his family and the church to tell the 
truth. Mr.~eceived psychologicat therapy arranged and paid for through the 
Victim's Assistance Office of the Archdiocese ofLos Angeles. 

:'~;t··~·· 

There are marked similarities between the ~d th~llegations. 
However, the-allegation alone rises to the level of a delict, which if proven, 
would warrant Sean Cronin's removal from the clerical state. The allegations of 
homosexual behavior and alcohol abUBe, though very serious in themselves, would not 
necessarily warrant such a penalty. Nevertheless, taken cumulatively, the various 
allegations against Sean Cronin give evidence of a troubled life at odds with any form of 
priestly ministry. For these reasons,· it is my j:udgment that Father Cronin is presently not 
suitable for priestly ministry and will not be in the future. I wholeheartedly support his 

RCALA 001808 

---------'p€titiGn.-t9-th€-li9ly-Father-fm-a-:r€tum-to-the-lay-state.--------------------

It should be noted that ever since his removal from active ministry Father Cronin has 
enjoyed full support from the archdiocese. In the event that the Holy Father answers 
affirmatively to his petition, the archdiocese agrees to provide for his immediate and 
transitional needs. · 
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Please find the following attachments; 
a) Father Cronin's signed petitimi addressed to the Holy Father requesting 

dispensation from all clerical obligations, including celibacy. 
b) Father Cronin's Curriculum Vitae 
c) Mandate for Father Cronin's Procurator/Advocate 
d) My Votum addressed to the Holy Father in support of Father Cronin's Petition. 
e) Investigative Report of Sexual Abuse Allegations against Father Sean Cronin. 
f) Letter from the Archbishop of Dublin, Diarmuid Martin: 24 February 2006. 

Thank you for your assistance in this difficult matter. 
·.• . 

Sincerely yours in Christ 

Cardinal Roger M. Mahony ·,• · 
Archbishop of Los Angeles: . · 

il!J:?• 

: }-. 

··:.·· 
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APOSTOLIC NUNCIATURE 

UNITED STATEs· OF AMERICA 

18260 
No. 

This No. Should Be Prefixed to the Answer 

~uuv~v~•vOfLos~~-·~v·•vo 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90010-2241 

Dear 

3339 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008-3610 

February 17, 2011 

I acknowledge your kind letter of February 9, 2011, with enclosure. 

Rest assured that the documentation ·pertaining to Reverend Sean Cronin 
(CDF Prot. No. 782-2004) has been forwarded through the diplomatic pouch to 
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 

With cordial regards and best wishes, I remain 

Archbishop Pietro Sambi 
Apostolic Nuncio 

R.CALA 001810 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

Most Reverend Pietro Sambi 
Apostolic Nunciature 
3339 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20008-3687 

RE: Letter to His Eminence 

9 February 2011 

Cardinal William Cardinal Levada, Prefect 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
The Reverend 'Sean Cronin- CDF Prot. No. 782/2004 

Your Excellency: 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2.2.41 

Enclosed is a letter addressed to Cardinal William Levada, Prefect of the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith. 

I would respectfully request that you kindly forward the enclosed letter to the Congregation. 

I am very grateful for your assistance in this matter. May the Lord continue to bless you and your 
ministry. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Enclosure 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

9 February 2011 

His Eminence 
William Cardinal Levada, Prefect 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
Palazzo del S. U:fizio 
00120 Citta del Vaticano 

RE: The Revered Sean Cronin- CDF Prot. No. 782/2004 

Your Eminence: 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2241 

Enclosed please find the fully executed rescript for Sean Cronin dated 26 January 2011. 

With gratitude and esteem, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Enclosure 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbarii 

RCALA 001812 

CCI 006326 



FILE COPY 
CONGREGATIO PRO DOCTRINA FIDEI 

Prot.~. 782/2004 

Angelorum in California 
(Los Angeles, U.S.A .. ) 

D.nus Sean CRONIN, presbyter huius arcidioecesis, humiliter 
petit dispensationem ab omnibus oneribus sactae Ordinationi cone:xis 

Summus Pontifex Beneclictus, Papa XVI 

·Die 10 m. De.cembris a. 2010 · 

habita relatione de casu a Congtegatione pro Doctrina Fidei, 
precibus p.raedicti sace.rdotis annuit iu:xta sequentes rationes: 

1. DispensatioF..is Resctipttlrri a · co:t;npetenti O.rdinario oratori quamp_-Hrnum 
notificandum est: 

a) Eius effectum so.rtitu.r a momento nqtificationis; 
b) Rescriptum amplectitu.r inseparabiliter dispensationem a sacro coelibatu et simul 

amissionem status clericalis. N~quam o.ratori fas est duo ilia elementa seiungere, 
seu prius accipe.re et alterum recusare; 

c) Si veto orator est religiosus, Rescriptu:rp. concedit etiam dispensationem a votis; 
d) Idemque .insupet securnfert, quatemis opus ·sit, absolutionem a censuris. 

2. ~otificatio dispensationis fieri potest vel personaliter ab ipso Ordinaria eiusve 
delegato aut per ecclesiasticum actuarium vel per "epistulas praescriptas" (rey,istered). 
Ordinarius unum exemplar restituere . debet rite ab oratore subsignatum ad fidem 
receptionis. Rescripti dispensationis ac simul acceptationis eiusdem praeceptorum. 

3. ~otitia concessae dispensationis adnotetu.r in Libris baptizatorum paroeciae 
oratoris. 

4. Quod attinet, si casus ferat, ad celebrationem canonici matrimonii, applicandae 
sunt normae quae in Codice I uris Canonici statuuntur. Ordinarius veto curet ut res caute 
peraganfur sine exteriore apparatu. 

5. Auctoritas ecclesiastica, cui spectat Rescriptum oratori rite notificare, hunc enixe 
hortetur, ut vitam Populi Dei, ratione congruendi cum nova eius vivendi condicione, 
patticipet, aedificationem praestet et ita pro bum Ecclesiae filium se exhibeat. Simul autem 
eidem notum faciat ea quae sequuntur: 
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a) Sacerdos 
""~cclq. ia;;,· a; 
~ ;,:) 
'!ulslrtnaz ; 

~~ w~?..r~· 

dispensatus eo ipso amzttzt zura statui clericali propria, di,f!,nitates et t?f!i··ia 
ceteris obli,f!,ationibus cum statu clerical£ conexzs non amplz'"us 

b) exclusus manet ab exercztzo sacri mznzsterzz, zzs exceptzs de quibus in can. 976 et 
986 § 2 qc ac propterea nequit homiliam habere, nee potest f!f!icium J!.erere directivum in ambitu 
pastorali neve munere administratoris paroecialz'sfunJ!.i; 
c) item nullum munus absolvere potest in Seminarizs et in Institutis aequiparatis. In aliis Institutis 
studiorum J!.radus superioris, quae quocumque modo dependent ab Auctoritate ecclesiastz"ca, munere 
directivofunJ!.i nequit; 
d) in alit's vero Institutis studiorum J!.radus superioris ab Auctoritate ecclesiasfica non 
dependentibus nulkzm theoloJ!!-"cam dz'sciplinam tradere potest,·. · 
e) in lnstitutis autem studiorum J!.radus inferioris dependentibus ab Auctoritate 
ecclesiastz"ca, munere directivo vel f!fficio docendi fun,f!,i nequit. Eadem lef!.e tenetur 
_presqytef dimissus ac dispensatus in tradendo Reli,f!,ione in Institutis eiusdem ,f!,eneris 
non dependentz"bus ab Auctoritate ecclesiastica. 

6. Ordinarius curet, quantum fieri potest, ne nova condicio ptesbyteri 
dispensati fidelibus scandalum praebeat. Attamen, si adest periculum minoribus 
abutendi, Ordinarius potest factum dispensationis necnon causam-canonicam div ulgare. 

7. Tempore autem opportuno, Ordinarius competens breviter ad 
Congregationem de peracta notificatione referat, et si qua tandem fidelium admiratio 
adsit, prudenti explicatione provideat. 

Contrariis quibust.:umque minime obstantibus. 

Ex Aedibus Congregationis, die 10m. Decembris a. 2010 

WT~~.~~ 
GUiieltnus Cardinalis LEV ADA 

Praifectus 

ffi Aloisius Fr ·scus LADARIA; S.I. 
Archiep. titularis Thibicen. 

a Secretis 

Dies notificationis _ _.i3<-'-"C"'-. .....,.~-F'A"=~:ZP'.-'O"-L...l({'---

c:::::<'P?"-~ .. 
Subsignatio Presbyteri in sign~ 

acceptionis 

r;r&~c~ 
Subsignatio Ordinarii 
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CONGREGATIO 
PRO DOCTRINA FIDEI 

782/2004 - 34068 
PROT. N. ·-··-······················--················ 
(In respomione fiat mentin huius numeri) 

Your Eminence, 

00120 Cittii del Vaticano, 17 December 2010 
Palazzo del S. Uffizio 

CONFIDENTIAL 

On 23 July 2010 you presented and supported the petition.of the Rev. Sean CRONIN, 
a priest of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, who has been accused of sexual abuse of minors 
and has requested from the Holy Father the grace of dispensation from all the obligations of 
the clerical state, :including c~bacy. 

1bis Congregation~ after having carefully examined the documents of the present case 
and :in light of the votum expressed by Your Eminence, decided to forward the petition to the 
Holy Father for his decision. Subsequently, on 10 December 2010, Pope Benedict XVI granted 
the Rev. Sean Cronin the grace of dispensation from ·all priestly obligations, :including celibacy. 

Enclosed you will find two copies of the relevant Decree, Your Eminence is kindly 
requested to ensure that Mr. Cronin is duly-notified thereof. As specified :in the paragraph 3 of 
the Decree, the fact that he has been dispens~d from all the obligations connected with sacred 
ordination and has lost the clerical state should also be :inscribed :in his baptismal record. I . 
would kindly ask .you to return one of the signed copies of the Decree to this Office. 

Grateful for your assistance :in this sensitive matter and with fraternal regards, I remain 

(Enclosures) 

His Eminence 
Roger Cardinal MAHONY 
Archbishop ofLos Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90010-2202 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Fraternally yours :in Christ,· 

William Cardinal LEV ADA 
Prefect 
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Archdiocese of-los Angeles 

Reverend Sean Cronin 
Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church 
18405 Superior Street · 
Northridge, CA 91325~1798 

Dear Father Cronin: 

Office of 
VIcar for Clergy 
(213) 637-7284 

March 13, 2009 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
CaUfornla 

90010--2202 

As you will recall, you sent a letter to my predecessor, Monsignor Craig Cox, dated April14, · 
2006, requesting a delay in your canonical trial authorized the previous March by the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, pending the settlement of the civil lawsuits against 
the Archdiocese. 

I am now writing to inform you that we are ready to proceed and to request that you and your 
Advocate attend a meeting to discuss the possible courses of action in your case. 

In light of the material sent to Rome and given our experience of these matters to date, three 
alternative courses of action suggest themselves: a) for you to petition to be freed from the 
obligations ofthe clerical state; b) an administrative process according to canon 1720; c) a 
formal penal trial already authorized by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith; options 
'a' and 'b' are each available should you so choose. · 

While it remains for you to decide on a suitable course of action in consultation with your 
Advocate, the purpose of the meeting would be to answer any questions either of you may have. 
Once we have learned your decision in the matter, we will proceed to the next appropriat(:l step. 

Accordingly, I ask that you come with your Canonical Advocate to a meeting on Monday, March 
23, 2009, in the Vicar for Clergy Office .. The · will be earlier or later in the day 
depending on the meeting~ 
-and Father · 

Please let me know if you and Mr~ll attend the meeting at the time and place 
indicated above, or if you need to use an alternative date. 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro . Santa Barbara 
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Reverend Sean Cronin 
March 13, 2009 
Page Two 

Mindful that tllls is a painful and serious business, I assure you of my prayers for your well­
being. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Reverend Monsignor Gabriel Gonzales 
Vicar for Clergy 

cc:-
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November 9, 2004 

His Eminence 
Canlinal Joseph Ratzinger 
Congregation for the Doctrine ofthe Faith 
Piazza del S. Uffizio, 11 
00120 Vatican City 
EUROPE 

RE: Reverend Sean Cronin 

Your Eminence: 

I write in regard to the matter of the Reverend Sean Cronin, a priest incardinated :in the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles in California. He is presently domiciled within our Archdiocese. 
Father Cronin has been accused of graviora delicta. · 

Enclosed, please find the pages summarizing the nature of this case, as well as copies of 
materials assembled from Father Cronin's file and during our investigation. 

Sean Cronin was born on October 26, 1943. He was originally ordained as a deacon for the 
Archdiocese of Dublin, Ireland. He was not ordained a priest, but served as a deacon for a time 
as a missionary in Africa. He met the former Archbishop of Los Angeles, Cardinal Timothy 
Manning, and was :invited to serve in the Archdiocese ofLos Angeles. He began serving as a 
deacon in this Archdiocese in 1982, was incardinated, and then ordained to the Sacred Order of 
Presbyter in 1973. He has served in a number of assignments until July 2004 when he was 
placed on administrative leave. 

In 2003, officials of our Archdiocese were notified tha~led a lawsuit charging 
that from 1972 to 1977, when he was age twelve to seventeen or eighteen, Father Cronin 
performed sexual acts on him including simulated intercourse, masturbation and oral copulation. 
A preliminary investigation was initiated on November 7, 2003. 

On June 30, 2 was interviewed by a canonical auditor. During the interview, 
•"t·<>"tP·n· that his ·contact and relationship with Father Cronin spanned the approximate 

period ofl971 or 1972 (whe~was eleven or twelve years old) to 1977 and about 
seventeen years old. He claimed that Father Cronin performed approximately seventy or more 
sexual acts on him including rubbing~th his exposed genitals and ejaculating on 

partial!y nude body. . . 

This allegation of abusive activity on the part of Father Cronin did not emerge in a vacuum. At 
various points in his priesthood, information had come to officials of the Archdiocese indicating 
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Letter to Cardinal Joseph Ratzbzger 
Regarding Reverend Seail Cronin 
Page2 of3 

inappropriate and imprudent contacts between Father Cronin and others. As early as 1977, the 
pastor of the parish where Father Cronin was serving as parochial vicar discussed concerns about 
Father Cronin's contact with boys with the then Archbishop, Cardinal Manning. Unfortunately, 
information about this is sketchy, but the fact of the concern is verified in a letter from the pastor, 

with boys in his room." 

The letter references two discussions between Cardinal Manning 
of whom are now deceased, about Father Cronin's, "association 

In 2003 ~official o. f~e Archdioce~e was notifiedthrough~ that a lawsuit was also 
filed agamst the ~harged that from 1979 
to 1982, during part of he was a minor at civil law, Father Cronin provided him with 
alcohol, and engaged in kissing and hugging in a sexual manner. Please note that 

not a minor at canon law this period. On April 16, 2004, Mr. 
interviewed by a canonical auditor. stated that when he was 

a senior school he met Father Cronin who was a teacher. He that, under the 
auspices of counseling sessions in Father Cronin's quarters and at a restaurant, Father Cronin 
supplied him with alcoholic drinks, engaged him in sexual conversations, kissed him on the 
cheek and took him to a movie with homosexual content. Subsequently, the relationship 
escalated to Father Cronin kissing on the mouth and requesting to view Mr. 

'tals. 

In July 2004, having reviewed the information gathered in the investigation, having consulted 
with experts in the law, and having received the recommendation of the review board established 
for these matters, it was decided that the allegation raised against Father Cronin bore a 
semblance of truth. He was thus placed on administrative leave. As mandated by the norm of 
Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela (no.13), I hereby refer the matter to the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith. I am attaching the report of the canonical auditor summarizing the 
findings ofthe investigation. 

Also, it is important to add that Father Cronin has had problems with alcohol abuse to the degree 
that an intervention and residential treatment was required. The impact of this fact on the 
substance of this case, if any, has not been established. 

/ 

Father Cronin has not yet been heard by a canonical~igator) He indicated that he wished to 
seek canonical advice before determining whether to consent to an interview. To the best of my 
knowledge, he has not yet selected a canonical advisor. Through his civil attorney, however, 
Father Cronin asserts that he is innocent of all allegations. 
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Letter to Cardinal Joseplt Ratzinger 
Regarding Reverend Sean Croni1t 
Page3 of3 

The sole allegation that qualifies as graviora delicta is that brought by~. This 
allegation, especially seen in the context of other indications and allegations of sexual 
misconduct, leads~ of some wrong doing of a sexual nature on the part of Father 
Cronin. Note that ..--a allegation is presented in the conte· o a financial claim being 
made. Court records show that on several occasions- a~~f blems with the law. 
Obviously, these fact. eqmre necessitat e in assessing the credl:b1ti:ty of his accusations, an 
assessment that I believe can est e made in the context of an ecclesiastical triaL 

My greatest concern is that justice be done to- if he genuinely was victimized, as 
well as to Father Cronin, if indeed he is innocent. For that reason I respectfully request a 
dispensation from prescription with respect to this action anq authorization to initiate a formal 
penal trial, with a view to imposing the penalty of dismissal from the clerical state o~ Father 
Cronin ifhe is found to be guilty of the delict. In my assessment, only by means of a trial can 
the evidence can be fully assessed, additional evidence sought as necessary, and a determination 
be made with moral certitude that will be credible to the people of this Archc:I.iocese. 

Should the Congregation not concur with this request for a trial, I would very much appreciate 
direction as to how to proceed. 

Thank you for your attention to this difficult matter. Please be assured of my prayers. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

, Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 

attachments 
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REDACTED 

October 6, 2009 

REDACTED 

3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 9001 0 

Re: Reverend Sean Cronin 

Dea:REDACTED 

Thank you for your letters of September 28 and 30, 2009 with enclosures in the 
latter. 

With regard to your request for a copy ofFather Cronin's 2008 Fe_deral Tax 
Returns, I must admit that I am at a loss to know how these private documents would be 
of value in ''reviewing the needs that Father Cronin has, as indicated in your (my) letter." 
Please let me k:rl.ow for what precise purpose this tax information is sought and its 
relevance to the issue of expenses. If there is a question about any item of expense 
contained in my list we would. be happy to discuss it andlorve:rif}r it. 

. REDACTED . 
I have read and will discuss ; memo with Fr. Cronin. The 

Archdiocese pays for the legal fees and expenses of clerics who are named defendants in· 
even a civil suit. Were Fr. Cronin to be sued personally as a layman, however, for actions · 
committed during his clerical life (whatever the likelihood of that might be) he would 
seemingly have to pay for his own defense. By voluntarily giving up the clerical life he 
would, therefore, be making himself liable for this contingent· expense. 

Father Cronin will be leaving for a long planned vacation to Ireland and England 
and will return armmd the 15th ofNovember. I will be back Thursday evening, October 
15 and will be av~lable thereafter. · 

Thank you for your courtesy and cooperation in this case; 

RP.snP.r.tfnllv :mil sinC'.P.rP.lv vmlT.Q 

REDACTED 
I. 
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Archdiocese of los Angeles 
Office of 
VIcar for Oergy 
{213) 637-7284 

September 8, 2009 

Reverend Sean Cronin 
c/o Our Lady of Lourdes Church 
18405 Superior Street 
Northridge, CA 91325-1798 

Dear Father Cronin: 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2202 

This is to confirm in writing that our meeting has been scheduled for Friday, 
September 18,2009 at 1:30PM. This meeting will be held in the Cardinal's 
Conference Room located on the fifth floor. 

Present at this meenr1g 
Michael Meyers, 

Thank you for talcing note of this information. 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 

RCALA 001822 

CCI 006340 



Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
Office of 
VIcar ror Oergy 
(2.13) 637"72.84 

August 27, 2009 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

COPY 
Los Angeles 
Callrornla 
90010-2202 

I would like to aclrn.owledge the phone conversation we had on Monday, August 24th 
regarding Reverend Sean Cronin. At this time, the Archdiocese continues to wait for you 
and Father Cronin to review his fmancial needs so that we might continue discussions for 
possible resolutions of his status .. 

It is hoped that by September 151
h Father Crop.in will be sufficiently ready that we can 

begin to look for a date for a meeting with 'bffu ·and you. 

I thank you for your efforts to repres,ent and assist Father Cronin at this time. Please do 
not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns. 

Sincerely in the Lord, 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

·FROM: Monsignor Michael Meyers IIJ IJ1. 
DA;p:i:: August 24, 2009 

: Reverend Sean Cronin 

I spoke to phone today. 

~has been call~_Cronin for a week. He is still trying to get a list of 
eip~om him. Mr~lso wants to get this resolved and will continue to try to 
contact him and get the information needed to make decisions. · 

Still undetermined as far as trial!laicization request 
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Ill. SECOND ROUGH DRAFT I~ 

June 4,2009 

Dear 

On July 1, 2009, I will become the Vicar for Clergy, replacing Msgr. Gabriel Gonzales. 

You have ~~ked for sofu.efciari:fication about benefits available to the Reverend Sean Cronin. 
Perhaps these initial indications may help to answer your concerns. 

2. Reverend Sean Cronin has 434 months of accumulated service. 
I 

3. 

4. 
.·REDACTED· 

5. 

.REDACTED 
6. 9e 

I am hopeful that this initial information is helpful, and I would be happy to discuss with you in 
more detail the possibilities for negotiated payments. 

With personal best wishes, 

Rev. Msgr. Michael Meyers 
Associate Vicar for Clergy 
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MEMORAl\lDUM 

REDACTED 
TO: 

Vicar for Clergy 

·FROM: REDACTED 

DATE: May 14,2009 

SUBJECT: INFORMATION CONCERNING REVEREND SEAN CRONIN 

In response to your question on benefits available to Reverend Sean Cronin, I can confirm the 

following: · 

REDACTED 
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Species Facti: 

I 

REV. SEAN CRONIN 
CDF Prot. N. 782/2004-22104 

Sean Cronin, born October 26, 1943, incardinated in the diocese ofDublin, Ireland, was 
ordained to the diaconate on October 7, 1967. The seminary council decided to dismiss 
hlm from the seminary because "of grave fear of homosexual tendencies;'. For a time he 
exercised the order of deacon in Africa. He met the then Archbishop of Los Angeles, 
Cardinal Timothy Manning, and was invited by him to serve in the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles. He began serving as a deacon at St. Genevieve Parish, Panorama City (Van 
Nuys) in 1972. On June 13, 1973, he was incardinated into the Archdiocese, and on 
September 8, 1973, he was ordained to the priesthood. 

His first assignment was as parochial vicar at St. Genevieve Parish. In the years that 
followed he served in various assignments in the archdiocese as parochial vicar, high 
school teacher, and as chaplain at Marymount College, Rancho Palos Verdes. In 1991 he 
spent time on sabbatical at Oxford University, England. He spent part of the year 2000 on 
sick leave. 

In 2003, officials of the Archdiocese were notified that filed a lawsuit 
charging that from 1972 to 1977, when he was between the ages of twelve to eighteen, 
Father Cronin perfoimed sexual acts on him. In that same year theArchdiocese was 
notified that a law suit was filed against the Archdiocese by 
charging that from 1979 to 1982, Fr. Cronin engaged hlm in sexual activity. During part 
of that time, he would have been a minor at civil but not canon law. 

On November 7, 2003,.A preliminary investigation was initiated in accord with the norm 
of Canon 1717. In July 2004, having reviewed the information gathered in the 
investigation, the Cardinal Archbishop determined that the reports bore a semblance of 
truth. As mandated by Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela, Norm 13, the matter was 
communicated to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. After having carefully 
examined the Acta ,and in light of Cardinal· Mahony's comments, on November 12,2005, 
the Congregation granted derogation from prescription for action concerning the delict of 
sexual abuse of a minor, and authorized a panel process (Congregatio Pro Doctrina Fidei, 
Prot.N. 782/2004-22104). Meanwhile, on July 13, 2004, Fr. Cronin was placed on 
administrative leave. 

In a hand written letter to Msgr. Cox, Vicar for Clergy, dated April 14, 2006, Fr. Cronin 
requested that the canonical trial be delayed pending the outcome of the law suits~ 
against the Archdiocese. In that same letter~ he stated .ti;mi"that he had given his 
mandate represent him as Procurator and Advocate in the canonical 
proceedings. 
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REDACTED 
THE ALLEGATION OF 

Claimant Questionnaire: declared and signed under penalty of perjury, June 29, 2004. 

REDACTED 
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Sean Cronin: 

1 .Apparently two allegations, 
these complaints would be delicts. 

If proven, both of 

2. The file I have does not contain the preliminary investigation, the report to Rome. 

3 Problems seem to date back to his seminary days in Ireland. There is a trail of 
suspicion going back to the point when, having been ordained to the diaconate, be is 
refused ordination to the priesthood. 

4. Based on a report sent to Rome, CDF authorized a trial regarding the delict of 
sexual abuse of a minor dated November 12, 2005. 

5. In a hand written letter to Msgr. Cox, dated April 14, 2006, requested that a 
canonical trial be delayed until after the settlement of the law suits. He noted at that 
time that be bad given his mandate to to represent him as his 
canonical advocate. 

6. As the matter stands, it appears that he could not be returned to ministry. 

7 Where is be now? What is his association with the diocese? Is the diocese 
supporting him? What would be his stance relative to a trial/laicization? 

8. Suggest that somebody fmd the answers to these questions. That person should 
probably have CMOB recommendation before talking with him. 

9. Preferable that he apply for laicization. If he chooses not to, the Cardinal has an 
obligation to act. Possible options: 

a) Imposed laicization. 
b) Administrative penal process ( c.1720) 
c) Formal Trial. {This should be the very last resort). 
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Sean Cronin: 

1 .Apparently two allegations, 
these complaints would be delicts. 

If proven, both of 

2. The me I have does not contain the preliminary investigation, the report to Rome. 

3 Problems seem to date back to his seminary days in Ireland.,\There is a trail of 
suspicion going backtot.l:t.epoint when, having been ordained to the diaconate, he is 
refused ordination to the priesthood:, 

4. Based on a report sent to Rome, CDF authorized a trial regarding the delict of 
sexual abuse of a minor dated November 12,2005. 

5. In a hand written letter to Msgr. Cox, dated April14, 2006, requested that a 
canonical trial be delayed-until after the settlement of the law suits. He noted at that 
time that he had given his mandate to to represent him as his 
canonical advocate. · 

6. As the matter stands, it appears that he could not be returned to ministry. 

7 Where is he now? What is his association with the diocese? Is the diocese 
supporting him? What would be his stance relative to a trialllaicization? 

8. Suggest that somebody rmd the answers to these questions. That person should 
probably have CMOB recommendation before talking with him. 

9. Preferable that he apply for laicization. if he chooses not to, the Cardinal has an 
obligation to act. Possible options: 

a) Imposed laicization. 
b) Administrative penal process ( c.1720) 
c) Formal Trial. (This should be the very last resort). 
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-REDACTED 

REDACTED 

. • • * • -----·-- - ---· --·-- ----

Fr~m: REDACTED 
Sent: ,,,.._.cy,.-!cy.c:.-r 1 .c:.uv.G. II.V<;-riVI 

To: REDACTED 
Subject: Misconduct 

D REDACTED ear 

Page 1 of 1 

4~r (?(. 

~l«r 

- .... - -· ----- -· ·- ----------

I have ofte:q. pondered if! should have reported what I felt was misconduct by a priest before now. I only 
did not do so for the protection of the priest and the church. I often felt that maybe I was somehow 
responsible for his behavior towards me. I befriended the priest in question. when I was a senior in high 
school. I was going through a difficult time coming to terms with the divorce of my parents and the 
early symptoms of substance abuse. The priest in question began helping me .and meeting with me on a 
regular basis to talk about my problems and God. He.would pick me up at my parents house on a weekly 
basis and we would go to dinner, where we drank alcohol, and then return to his residence to talk. 

· Again, he always served me and himself alcohol. Our sessions often turned to discussions about sex. I 
remember him being very interested in th~ subject. At the end Of ciur meeting we would hug. He then 
started kissing me on the lips. I was startled. He told me that in european cultures this was acceptable. 
between men. He was Irish. He once took me to A Dutch filin that dealt with a young man who was 
confronting his homosexuality. He felt that it was a film I should see. It did hav~ sexual· content with gay 
sex. The fmal incident for me was when I had told him that I had a birthmark on my penis. One night he 
asked if he could see it. I became angry and told him I never wanted to see him again. I was crushed. I 
felt that I had caused this. He betrayed my trUst. I honestly feel that this would have and could h~ve 
developed into a more serious situation had I had not put an end to it. It's important to. note that this all 
began when I was 17 and en!ied when I was 18. What do you think ??? 

REDACTED 

-- ---------- ·-----------------------'-----------

5/28/2002 
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REDACTED 

From: 
·~ent: 
.. .lro: 

Subject: 

Dear REDACTED 

REDACTED 
Wednesdav. Mav 29, 2002 11:24 PM 

REDACTED 
Mi~~~~duci-- -- -- - ---- ·-

Thank vou for getting back to me. I've forwarded my allegations to Detective 
REDACTED as you· suggested. I would rather not make this a police matter. 

I certainly would not any legal action taken against this man because I 
honestly feel this is a matter for the church and he should be diciplined 
accordingly. The misconduct occured 20 years ago and has been a burden for 
me. I'm very concerned for my privacy and certain.:).y would not .want my family 
involved in any way. If I was to go forward with a police report, what would 
happen to the priest in question ??? 

REDACTED 

Chat with friends online, try MSN Messenger; http://messenger.msn.com 

1 
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RCALA 001833 

MEMORANDUM CONfiDENTIAl 
To: Cardinal Roger Mahony 

From: Monsignor Richard Loomis ~ 

Date: Thursday, October 14, 1999 

Re: Father Sean Cronin 

_REOACTEl> 

... ..: 

------ --- -------~---~- ----

l--
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REDACTED 

REDACTED 
~ ~ REDACTED 

Depending on the results reported by 
REoAcT~?further intervention might be necessary. 

the psychiatrist and REDACTED 

:Father's visible distress in responding to the allegations during our meeting 
prompted us to offer him the help and support of a therapist. It was obvious that, 
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Do.ctor 
Father Cronin be transferred to a different ministry in the 

Archdiocese in the near future- perhaps as early as February, or July at the latest. 

~I)~~~ k ~./e.__ 
).%.._4~~~~ 
;ttz~-A- ~~~~~ 
~·r 
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.,,·· 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Cardinal Roger Mahony 

From: Monsignor Richard Loomis ~ 

Date: Friday, January 07,2000 

Re: Father Sean Cronin 

)-~-~~-

1- Rhh 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

Memo 
Feb. 10, 2000 
To: Cardinal Roger Mahony ~ 
Fro }'b( 
Re: Father Sean Cronin 

Substance Abuse Minlstl)' 
Office (213) 637-7644 
Residence (213) 213-8082 

3424 
Wilshire 
BOulevard 

.REDACTED 

los Angeles 
California 
90010-2241 

------------------------- ------- ----------- - ---- --- ------------------------------------ -----~ 

Cc: Msgr. Richard Loomis 

Pastoral Regions: Our lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

Reverend Sean Cronin 
Our Lady ofLourdes Parish 
18405 Superior Street 
Northridge, CA 91325-1798 

Dear Father Cronin: 

Office of 
VIcar for Oergy 
(ZI3) 637-7284 

July 13, 2004 

34Z4 
Wilshlre 
Boulevard 

filE 

Los Angel:es 
California 
90010-2.201 

Letme begin by assuring you of my prayers in tbisdif:ficult time. If! can be of service to you, 
please let me know. 

This letter is to confirm in writing the essential content of our meeting today. I indicated to you 
that, sincethe filing of the two lawsuits alleging sexual abuse of minors on your part, a 
preliniin.ary investigation was initiated in.accord with canon 1717. I explained tl).at, in the course 
of this investigat;ion, a canonical auditor has been able to interview the two plaintiffs and has 
conducted further investigations. I also explained that the canonical auditor very much wishes to 
have an opportunity to interview you about these allegations. You are welcome to have a 
canonical advisor present at that interview. We hope to be able to schedule a day and time for 
that interview as soon as reasonably possible. 

Second, I indicated that the Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board has several times examined the 
allegations brought against you: Initially, the Board recommended you be maintained in ministry 
as the investigation commenced. In its most recent review, the Board recommended that the 
investigation had progressed to a point where it was now appropriate to place you on 
administrative leave. Cardinal Mahony has approved the Board's recommendatiqn. The leave 
became effective on this date at the time I personally notified you. 

Please note that being placed on administrative leave does not involve any final judgment on our 
part that the allegations are true or false. It does reflect the fact that, as a result of the progress of 
the preliminary investigation, a formal canonical process is warranted. After you have the 
opportunity to be interviewed, the Cardinal will remand this matter to the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith as required by the Apostolic LetterSacrmentorum sanctitatis tutela. 
Adnrinistrative leave is a step taken to prqtect both you and others as the canonical process 
unfolds and leads to a final determination. 

During this time of leave, I direct that you engage in no public ministry without my specific 
authorization or that of the Cardinal. I hereby issue the warning of canon 134 7 to :inform you that 
any violation of this prohibition would render you liable to canonical penalties. 

f""~~oral Regions: Our lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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During your administrative leave, you are to leave your residence at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
as soon as reasonably possible and take up residence in a place we mutually agree upon. During 
your leaye, your salary and benefits will be paid by the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. The 
Archdiocese will also reimbun;e you for the reasonable expenses of a canonical advocate. 

During this traumatic time, let me renew my invitation to make use of one of our counselors to 
assist you in dealing with the stresses and tensions that being on a leave necessarily entails. 

Again, please know that you a.I'e in my prayers. May the Lord guide and strengthen you with the 
blessings you ~eedl . 

Yours in Christ, 

. J·Q /i) / 
"---.--.....,v l • ~ 
~~;rr Craig A. Cox, J.C,P. 

or Clergy 
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TO: File 

FROM: Monsignor Craig A. Cox 

RE: Reverend Sean Cronin 

DATE: 14 July2004 

Last night I spoke with Father Cronin and placed him on administrative leave: 

He mentioned that he had agreed to do a funeral on Friday morning for a family that specifically 
asked for him. The Pastor is on vacation and the Associate just arrived in the parish. For Father 
Cronin not to do this funeral would cause distress and raise questions. He asked about 
authorization to do that funeral. 

I indicated that I understood the situation, and that i did not want rumors circulating in the parish 
before we make our weekend announcements. I told bini I would consult. 

I phoned by Cardinal Mahony and --Both agreed With me that it was appropriate to 
authorize Father Cronin to handle the funeral liturgies. I informed Father Cronin of this by 
phone this morn!ng. · 
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PERSONAL AND CONflDIENTIAl 

REDACTED 

3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles CA 90010-2202 
United States of America 

REDACTED 
Dear 

REDACTED 

RECnv1c.u 

RCALA 001841 

24th February 2006 

CCI 006367 



RCALA 001842 

REDACTED 

I 
-! 

i 

l 

CCI 006368 



REDACTED 

The following is a report of the interview ofKI::.UAC II::.U 

by Canonical InvestigatmREDACTED 

INTERVIEW OFREDACTED 

REGARDING FATHER SEAN CRONIN 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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VOTUM OF THE ORDINARY OF INCARDINATION 

His Eminence, Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, 

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 

Your Eminence: 

I write in regard to the matter of the Reverend Sean Cronin, a priest incardinated 

in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles in California. He is presently don:iiciled within our 

Archdiocese. He has been accused of graviora delicta. Born on October 26, 1943, he is 

now 61 years old. He enjoyed various assignments within the Archdiocese, beginning at 

his ordination to the Priesthood in 1973 and lasting until July 2004, when he was placed 

on administrative leave. 

In 2003, officials of our Archdiocese were notified that ~led a 

lawsuit charging that from 1972 to 1977, when he was age twelve to seventeen or 

eighteen, Father Cronin performed sexual acts on him including simulated intercourse, 

masturbation and oral copulation. On June 30, 2004, was interviewed by a 

Canonical Investigator. During the interview Mr.~ stated that his contact and 

relationship with Father Cronin spanned the approximate period of 1971 or 1972 when 

~as eleven or twelve years old, to 1977 and about seventeen years old. He 

claims that Father Cronin performed approximately seventy or more sexual acts on him 

including rubb~ with his exposed genitals and ejaculating on Mr.­

partially nude body. 
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Inquiries regarding Father Cronin's boundary crossing with children were initially 

made in 1977 and are contained in a letter from the pastorofthe parish in which Father 

Cronin was then serving as a parochial vicar. The letter references two discussions 

between Cardinal Timothy Manning, now deceased, and~ow 

deceased, about Father Cronin's~ "association with boys in his room" . 

. REDACTEJ) 

In 2003 an official of the Archdiocese was notified through legal channels that 

lawsuits were filed against the Archdiocese b-charging that from 

1979 to 1982, when he was a minor at civil law, Father Cronin provided him with 

alcohol, pornography and engaged in kissing and hugging in a sexual manner. On April 

16,2004, ~was interviewed by a canonical investigator. Mr. 

that when he was a senior in high school he met Father Cronin who 

was a teacher. He advised that under the auspices of counseling sessions in Father 

Cronin's quarters and at a restaurant, Father Cronin supplied him with alcoholic drinks, 

engaged him in sexual conversations, kissed him on the cheek and took him to a movie 

with homosexual content. Subsequently, the relationship escalated to Father Cronin 

kissing Mr~n the mouth and requesting to view genitals. 

In July 2004, havingreviewed the information gathered in the investigation, 

having consulted with experts in the law, and having received the recommendation of the 

review board established for these matters, it was decided that the allegation raised 
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against Father Cronin bore a semblance oftruth, and he was placed on administrative 

leave. As mandated by the norm of universal law (Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela, 

no.l3), I now refer the matter to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 

The sole allegation that q1;1alifies as graviora delicta is that brought by Mr . 

., It is raised in the context of other allegations of sexual misconduct which leads 

to a suspicion of some wrong doing of a sexual nature on the part of Father Cronin. 

Court records show that Mr._.as himself, on several occasions, had problems 

with the law. Father Cronin has had problems of his o~ with alcohol abuse necessitating 

residential treatment. The impact of this fact on the substance of this case, if any, has not~··· 

beeri established. Father Cronin has not yet been heard by a canonical investigator. 

Through his civil attorney he pleads innocent of all allegations. Cleraly, the investigation 

conducted thils far is inconclusive. 

My greatest concern is that justice be done he genuinely was 

victimized, and to Fat~er Croni:hifindeed he is innocent. For that reason I respectfully 

request a dispensati.on from prescription with respect to this action and be authorized to 

initiate a formal trial. Should the Congregation not concur with my request, may I please 

receive direction as to how to proceed. 

Sincerely Yours in Christ. 

Cardinal Roger M. Mahony, 
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VOTUM OF THE ORDINARY OF INCARDINATION 

His Eminence, Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, 

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 

Your Eminence: 

I write in regard to the matter of the Reverend Sean Cronin, a priest incardinated 

in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles in California. He is presently domiciled within our 

Archdiocese. He has been accused of,?Javiora delicta. Born on October 26, 1943, he 

now 61 years old. He enjoyed various assignments within the Archdiocese, beginning 

his ordination to the Priesthood in 1973 and lasting until July 2004, when he was placed 

on administrative leave. 

In 2003, officials of our Archdiocese were notified that ~led a 

lawsuit charging that from 1972 to 1977, whenhe was age twelve to seventeen or 

eighteen, Father Cronin performed 

masturbation and oral copulation. On June 

Canonical Investigator. During the interview~ stated that his contact and 

relationship with Father Cronin spanned the approximate period of 1971 or 1972 when 

eleven or twelve years old, to 1977 and about seventeen years old. He 

claims that Father Cronin performed approximately seventy or more sexual acts on him 

including rubbing~th his exposed genitals and ejaculating on Mr 

partially nude body. 
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Inquiries regarding Father Cronin's boundary crossing with children were initially 

made in 1977 and are contained in a letter from the pastor of the parish in which Father 

Cronin was then serving as a parochial vicar. The letter references two discussions 

between Cardinal Timothy Manning, now deceased, now 

deceased, about Father Cronin's, "association with boys in his room". 

In 2003 an official of the Archdiocese was notified through legal channels that 

that from 
J 1-kA./tlf Nc7 1}7- ( /Jv/(.-r-/ 1-~ 

1979 to 1982, when he was a minor at civil law, Father Cronip. provided him with 

alcohol, pornography and engaged in kissing and hugging in a sexual manner. On April 

16, 2004, was interviewed by a canonical investigator. Mr. 

~: ·).~l·~~~~~-
~tated that when he was a senior in high·frchool he'ihet Father Cronin who 

was a teacher. He advised that under the auspices of counseling sessions in Father 
·.~;· i~·;r; 

Cronin's quarters and at a restaurant, Father Cronin supplied him with alcoholic drinks, 

engaged him in sexual conversations, kissed him on the cheek and took him to a movie 

with homosexual content. Subsequently, the relationship escalated to Father Cronin 

kissing Mr. ~n the mouth and requesting to view Mr.~enitals. 

In July 2004, having reviewt(d the information gathered in the investigation, 

having consulted with experts in the law , and having received the recommendation of the 

review board established for these matters, it was decided that the allegation raised 
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against Father Cronin bore a semblance of truth, and he was placed on administrative 

.leave. As mandated by the norm of universal law (Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela, 

no.l3), I now refer the matter to the Congregation for the Doctrine ofthe Faith. 

The sole allegation that qualifies as graviora delicta is that brought by Mr. 
REDACTED 

It is raised in the context of other allegations of sexual misconduct which leads 

· IJ- /l!h/NJ.N c., fl'1 1/11 Jfr'll y('>1Tl r Of!. 
to a suspicion of s9me wrong doing of a sexual nature on the part of Father Cronin. 

/ 11(-J fo./.T.¥' 
REDACTED allegation is beirrg-tlene in the context of a :financial claim being made. 

Court records show thafEDACTED has himself, on several occasions, had problems 

REDACTED 
with the law. 

REDACTED 
The impact of this fact on the substance of this case, if any, has not 

. REDACTED 
been established. Fathe~ Cronin has not yet been heard by a canonical investigator. 

RCALA 001849 
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Through his civil attomey he pleads innocent of all allegations. Cleraly, the investigation Kt:::UAI.J 1 t:::U 

REDACTED 
conducted thus far-is ffi:eoRe-lnsive? HI::UAG II::U 

---M - . th . . b d REDACTED y greatest concern IS at JUstice e . one t< if he genuinely was 

victimized, and to Father Cronin if indeed he is innocent. For that reason I respectfully 

request a dispensation from prescription with respect to this action and be authorized to 

initiate a formal trial. Should the Congregation not concur With my request, may I please 

receive direction as to how to proceed. 
REDACTED 

Sincerely Yours in Christ. 

REDACTED 
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against Father Cronin bore a semblance of truth, and he was placed on administrative 

leave. As mandated by the norm of universal law (Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela, 

no.13), I now refer the matter to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 

The sole allegation that qualifies as graviora delicta is that brought by Mr. 

_.. is raised in the context of other allegations of sexual misconduct which leads 

to a suspicion of some wrong doing of a sexual nature on the part of Father Cronin. 

~ allegation is being done in the context of a financial claim being made. 

Court records show that Mr., has himself, on several occasions, had problems 

with the law. Father Cronin has had problems of his own with alcohol abuse necessitating 

residential treatment. The impact of this fact on the substance of this case, if any, has not 

been established. Father Cronin has not yet been heard by a canonical investigator. 

Through his civil attorney he pleads innocent of all allegations. Cleraly, the investigation 

conducted thus far is inconclusive. 

My greatest concern is that justice be done to Mr.-.fhe genuinely was 

victimized, and to Father Cronin if indeed he is innocent. For that reason I respectfully 

request a dispensation :from prescription with respect to this action and be authorized to 

initiate a formal trial. Should the Congregation not concur with my request, may I please 

receive direction as to how to proceed. 

Sincerely Yours in Christ. 

Cardinal Roger M. Mahony, 
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Inquiries .regarding Father Cronin's boundary crossing with children were initially 

made in 1977 and are contained in a letter from the pastor of the parish in which Father 

Cronin was then serving as a parochial vicar. The letter references two discussions 

betweerREDACTED now deceased, and REDACTED now 

deceased, about Father Cronin's, "association with boys in his room". 

REDACTED 

In 2003 an official of the Archdiocese was notified through legal channels that 

REDACTED 
lawsuits were filed against the Archdioc~se by charging that from 

1979 to 1982, when he was a minor at civil law, Father Cronin provided him with 

alcohol, pornography and engaged in kissing and hugging in a sexual manner. On April 

16, 2004REDACTED iVas interviewed by a·canonical investigator. Mr . 

. REDACTED tated that when he was a senior in high.school he met Father Cronin who 

was a teacher. He advised that under the auspices of counseling sessions in Father 

Cronin's quarters and at a restaurant, Father Cronin supplied him with alcoholic drinks, 

engaged him in sexual conversations, kissed him on the cheek and took him to a movie 

with homosexual content. Subsequently, the relationship escalated to Father Cronin 

ki . REDACTED 
SSIDL 

. . REDACTED 
on the mouth and requesting to VIew senitals. 

In July 2004, having reviewed the information gathered in the investigation, 

having consulted with experts in the law ' and having received the recommendation of the 

review board established for these matters, it was decided that the allegation raised 
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VOTUM OF THE ORDINARY OF INCARDINATION 

His Eminence, Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, 

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 

Your Eminence: 

I write in regard to the matter of the Reverend Sean Cronin, a priest incardinated 

in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles in California. He is presently domiciled within our 

Archdiocese. He has been accused of graviora delicta. Born on October 26, 1943, he is 

now 61 years old. He enjoyed various assignnients within the Archdiocese, beginning at 

his ordination to the Priesthood in 1973 and lasting until July 2004, when he was placed 

on administrative leave. 

In 2003, officials of our Archdiocese were notified that filed a 

lawsuit charging that from 1972 to 1977, when he was age twelve to seventeen or 

eighteen, Father Cronin performed sexual acts on him including simulated intercourse, 

masturbation and oral copulation. On June 30, 2004,~as interviewed by a 

Canonical Investigator. During the interview-stated that his contact and 

relationship with Father Cronin spanned the approximate period of 1971 or 1972 when 

-was eleven or twelve years old, to 1977 and about seventeen years old. He 

claims that Father Cronin performed approximately seventy or more sexual acts on him 

including rubbing ~with his exposed genitals and ejaculating on MI.­
partially nude body. 
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Archdiocese of los Angeles 

Jwe 10,2010 

REDACTED 

DearREDACTED 

REDACTED 3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2202 

COPY FOR YOUR 
INFORMATION 

May I acknowledge your letter of June 7, 2010. As you requested, I have signed both copies and have 
returned to you for your files and for Fr. Cronin, one of the signed copies. I have your si1n1aiJJr~ :mel mv 

signature on another copy which is here in the file for Fr. Cronin. 1 will be worlcing witl:JREDACTED 
and will be awaiting the Petition for Laici.Zation which will, I believe, be sent here to the Archdiocese 
and then on to Rome. 

Thank you for all of your work in this case and things that are listed in the four bullets on my letter of 
February 26~ 2010 will become effective when Fr. Cronin signs the Decree ofLaicization. 

c: REDACTED 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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REf1Al.TFf1 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 

-
3424 Wilshire BoUlevard 
Los Angeles, California 90010 

Re: Reverend Sean Cronin: 

Dear 1REDACTED 

REDACTED 

June 7, 2010 

This clarification, in conjunction with the financial arrangement stated in your letter 
ofFebruary 26, 2010, a copy of which is attached hereto and incorporated herein, 
constitute the total financial consideration given by the Archdiocese of Los Angeles to 
Father Sean Cronin in exchange for his waiving his right to a canonical penal trial and 
voluntarily petitioning for laicization. 

As stated in your letter, these financial arrangements will comme:o.ce when Fr. Cronin 
signs the Decree of Laicization. 

If this represents your understanding of the agreement please sign and return a copy 
of this letter so that Father Cronin may hav:e it for his records 

Thank you for your continued kindness and cooperation, 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

Respectfully and sincerely yours, 
·REDACTED 

Procurator for Rev. Sean Cronin 

~ 
Date: June/£_, 2010 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

February26, 2010 

REDACTED 

RE: Fr. Sean Cronin 

DearREDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2202 

Finally, all of these arrangements will become activateQ. vvhen Fr. Cronin signs the Decree of 
Laicization. · 

Simply let me know jf these are acceptable to Fr. Cronin. 

With personal best wishes, 
REDACTED 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San G;jbrlel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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REDACTED 

REDACTED 

Archdiocese ofLos Angeles 
34 24 Wilshire boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90010 

Re: Reverend Sean Cronin 

Dear REDACTED 

June 1,2010 

I am enclosing a copy of th~ Petition which I drafted for Sean and sent to him for his 
signature. If you feel that what is said therein is not su:fficien~ please let roe know ·and I 
will re-write it. · 

l also tmclose a copy of the form for Sean's curriculum "Vitae which you said you 
would prepare in a separate document to be presented with the petition. Please send me a 
copy_ of this cuiriculum when you have completed it 

I will send you: the signed petition as soon as 1 receive ill 

Sincerely and nispectfully yours, 

REDACTED 

!J.BU8t:J "8 S8JJB48 
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Petitioner: Reverend Sean Cronin 
C D 1~ fV'c~·-r · f\{ 

PETITION FOR DISPENSATION FROM ALLCLERICAL 
OBLIGATIONS, INCLUDING CELIBACY 

His Holiness, Pope Benedict XVI 
Apostolic Palace 
00120 Vatican City 

Dear Holy Father: 

In a spirit of humility I come before you to ask that I be dispensed from all clerical 
obligations, including celibacy. 

I am a priest of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles in Calif-ornia I attach a copy of my 
curriculum vitae to this petition. . 

I am 66 years old. I was ordained in 1973· and was in active ministry in the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles until July 13, 2004 when I was placed on administrative 
leave and eJ:Yoined :from public ministry. This leave resulted from two allegations of 
sexual misconduct with m~ots which allegedly occurred 20-25 years before. 

In 2006 the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith authorized a canonical penal 
trial to be conducted regarding these allegations. I was given the choice to have the trial 
start at that time or to postpone it until after the civil suits bad been settled. I elected 
the postponement The trial has not yet commenced ' 

After much thought,. prayer and consultation with my ~anonical counsel, and faced 
with the fact that my active ministry as a priest is effectively pver, I have decided to 
forego the penal trial and to voluntarily petition for laicization. I believe that this decision 
is in the best interest of myself: the Church and the Archdiocese. I have been on leave for 
six years and a trial started now conld extend that time by years without any assurance of 
what my position will be at the end of that trial and thereafter. At 66 and with some 
health conditions, I can now p1an for my remairring years ,vi¢_ some certainty about my . 
future and my means of support ifl now make and am grante~ this petition. 

Asking Your Holiness to look :fu.vorably upon this petition, I remain 

Given in Los Angeles on this 
__ day of June, 2010 

Respectfully yours in Christ, 

Reverend Sean <;:ronin 

RCALA 001858 
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REDACTED 

-v·d 

Case: Reverend JPETITIONERJ 

CURRICULUM VITAE OF PETr;t'lONER 

1. Name: 

2. Date ofB:irth: 

3. Place of B:irth: 

4. Parents: 

5. Brothers and Sisters 
{Names and Dates of Birth} 

6. Baptismal Information 

D.a~: 
Church: 
Place: 

7 _ Education 

Elementary school: 
High school: 
College: 
Theology: 

8. Orders Received 

9. 

(Date, Place, Ordaining prelate) 

Candidacy: 
Ministry of Reader~ 
Ministry of Acolyte 
Diaconate: 
Priesthood: 

Priestly assignments 

[PETITIONER] 

10. Date of Departure from the active ministry 

11. 

12. 

(3-

l i-
REDACTED 
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CURRICULUM VITAE 

DIOCESE Los Angeles in California 

NAME OF ORDINARY Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 

CDF PROT. N. (if available) 782/2004-22104 

NAME OF CLERIC Rev. Sean Cronin 

PERSONAL 
DETAILS OF THE 
CLERIC 

Date of Birth 

Ordination 

26 October 1943 

Deacon: 
Priest 8 

ORIGINAL DIOCESE OF INCARDINATION Dublin, Ireland 

Age 

Years of ministry 

:MINISTRY INffRANSFER TO OTHER DIOCESE Los Angeles in California 

CONTACT ADDRESS OF THE CLERIC 

• 
PROCURATOR (tnclude original signed mandate) 

CONTACTADDiESSOFTHEPROCURATOR 

ASSIGNMENTS. 

Year Parish Location Appointment 

1972 St. Genevieve 
Panorama City (Van Nuys ), Deacon 
California 

1973 St. Genevieve 
Panorama City (Van Nuys), Parochial Vicar 
California 

1973 
in Archdiocese of 
on 13 June 1973 

1975 St. Andre~ Pasadena, California Parochial Vicar 
-

1977 St. Monicai:High School Santa Monica, California Faculty 

1977 St. Monica_Parish .. Santa Monica, California Parochial Vicar 
'· 

1979 St. MichaefHigh School Los Angeles, California Faculty 

1979 St. Michaei Parish Los Angeles, California Resident 

1982 St. Helen South Gate, California Resident 

1984- Marymount College Rancho Palos Verdes, CA Chaplain 2000 

1984 Sts. Peter and Paul Wilmington, California Resident 

1988 St. Margaret Mary Alacoque Lomita, California Resident 

1991 Oxford University England Sabbatical 

1992- St. Margar~t Mary Alacoque Lomita, California Resident (resumption) 2000 
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2000 Sick Leave 

2000 Our Lady of Lourdes Northridge, California Parochial Vicar 

2004 Administrative Leave 

·~ 
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CONGREGATIO 
PRO DOCTRINA FIDEI 

7 82/2004 - 22_1 04 
PROT. N. ·-··········---· .. ··-·-··-·····---·· 
([11 re:;po11sin~ fiat mentia hrdus numeriJ 

Your Eminence, 

00120 Citta del Vaticano, 

Palazzo del s. Uffizio 12 November 2005 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Thank you for your correspondence of 19 November 2004 regarding the Rev. 
Sean CRONIN, a priest of yoirr Archdiocese accused of the sexual abuse of minors. 

After having carefully examined the Acta, and in light of Your Eminence's 
comments, this Congregation grants the requested derogation from prescription for 
action concerning the delict of .~exual abu~e. of a minor. You are thus authorized to 
initiate a penal process as soon as possibk 

You.r Em.L."'lenc~ is 71nd]v reauested to infon.r the accused of the alle2:ations and 
... I. • '- .. 

proofs, while affording him the opportUnity, via his canonical advocate, of a proper 
defence. On completion of the abov~-mentioned process at First Instance, the 
Tribunal is asked to forward the Acta to.t\le Congregation. 

With gratitude for your ldndness and prayerful best wishes, I remain 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 

RCALA 001863 

~,··~ 

His Eminence 
Roger Cardinal Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
Office of the Archbishop 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90010-2202 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

'ADA 
Archbishop Emeritu f San Francisco 

Prefect 
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VOTUM OF THE BISHOP OF INCARDINATION 
Cardinal Roger Michael Mahony 

Date 

His Holiness, 
Pope Benedict XVI 

Your Holiness: 

It is with deep sadness that I write to you with regard to the petition for a dispensation 
from the obligation of sacred orders, along with a dispensation fro the obligation of 
clerical celibacy of Sean Cronin. 

Sean Cronin, born on October 26, 1943, incardinated in the Archdiocese of Dublin, 
Ireland, was ordained to the diaconate on October 7, 1967. The archdiocesan seminary 
council determined that Deacon Cronin not be promoted to the order of priesthood due to 
fears over homosexual tendencies. 

For a time Deacon Cronin exercised diaconal ministry in Africa. There he met the then 
Archbishop of Los Angeles, Cardinal Timothy Manning, who invited him to come to his 
archdiocese. On June 13, !'973, he was excardinated from the Archdiocese ofDublin and 
incardinated into the Archdiocese ofLos Angeles. On September 8, 1973, he was 
ordained to the priesthood. 

In the years that followed, Father Cronin 
archdiocese 

.l£DACTEP 

.REDACTED 

In 2003, I was notified that a ~ad filed suit against the archdiocese 
charging that Father Croni:IJ h~ egregious sexual acts while still a 
minor. In the same year a Mr.~led similar charges. I initiated an 
investigation according to the norri:l of law and determined that the reports bore a 
semblance of truth. As mandated by Sacramentorum sanctitatis tuiela, I provided a 
detailed report to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, which authorized me to 
conductca-penal process to determine if indeed Father Cronin had committed the delict of 

RCALA 001864 
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sexual abuse of a minor. Meanwhile, on July 13, 2004, Father Cronin was placed on 
administrative leave. 

Father Cronin requested a delay :in the trial pend:ing the outcome of the law suits aga:inst 
the archdiocese by victims of clerical sexual abuse. Now, with the help of canonical 
counsel, he has decided to forego the right to a judicial trial and to voluntarily petition 
Your Hol:iness for a dispensation from all the rights and obligations of a presbyter. 

These allegations against Sean Cronin give evidence of a troubled life, dating back to his 
sem:inary days and lasting throughout his years of priesthood. In a letter to my Promoter 
of Justice, the present Archbishop ofDubl:in, Duirmuid Martin, states that his 
predecessor, Archbishop McQuaid was adamant that Sean Cron:in not be promoted to 
~to homosexual tendencies. Later, these homosexual tendencies appear :in 

. - report to archdiocesan authorities on behalf ofhis students and :in the 
students own reports. Added is the report of the aggravating circumstance of alcohol 
abuse while engaged :in the public exercise of priestly ministry. In order for him to 
continue :in ministry, it was deemed necessary for Father Cronin to undergo special 
training :in boundary issues and special treatment for alcohol/substance abuse. 

Even more disturbing are the allegations of sexual abuse of m:inors necessitating my 
report to the Congregation for the Doctr:ine of the Faith. The :investigation of these 
allegations indicated, at the very least, a semblance of truth. 

In retrospect, it seems clear that Sean Cronin was never a suitable candidate for the 
priesthood. It would be for the good of the church and for Father Cronin's own good ifhe 
were to be returned to the lay.state. For this reason, I hereby offer my Votum :in favor of 
granting this petition. 

With kindest personal regards, I remain, 

RCALA 001865 
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Date 

His Eminence 
William Cardinal Leveda, Prefect, 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 
Piazza Del S. Ufficio,11. 
00120 Vatican City. 

REV. SEAN CRONIN 
CDFProt. N. 782/2004-22104 

Your Eminence: 

I write to you concerning developments in the above referenced case ofRev. Sean 
Cronin. Some of the information recorded here is contained already in my original report 
to the-CGngregation. However, for your convenience, and in the interest:;-on 
completeness, there will be some duplication. 

Sean Cronin, born October 26, 1943, incardinated in the diocese ofDublin, Ireland, was 
ordained to the diaconate on October 7, 1967. The seminary council decided to dismiss 
him from the seminary because "of grave fear of homosexual tendencies". For a time he 
exercised the order of deacon in Africa. There he met the then Archbishop of Los 
Angeles, Cardinal Timothy Manning, who invited him for service in the Archdiocese of 
Los Angeles. ID. 1972, he served as a deacon at St. Genevieve Parish, Panorama City 
(Van Nuys). On June 13, 1973, he was incardinated into the Archdiocese, and on 
September 8, 1973, he was ordained to the priesthood. 

His :first assignment was as parochial vicar at St. Genevieve Parish. In the years that 
followed he served in various assignments in the archdiocese as parochial vicar, high 
school teacher, and as chaplain at Marymount College, Rancho Palos Verdes. The year 
1991 was spent on sabbatical at Oxford University, England. Part of the year 2000 was 
spent on sick leave. 

VllUUUvv.:>V were notified that 
a lawsuit against the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, charging that from 1972 to 1977, 

while between the ages of twelve to eighteen, Father Cronin performed sexual acts on 
~ear the notice was received at Archdiocese of another law suit filed by 
~barging that; during the years 1979 to 1982, Fr. Cronin engaged 

him in sexual activity. During part of that time, have been a 
minor at civil but not canon law. 

On November 7, 2003, I initiated a preliminary investigation in accord with the norm of 
Canon 1717. In July 2004, I determined that the reports bore a semblance of truth. As 
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mandated by Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela, Norm 13, I communicated the matter to 
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. By letter, dated November 12, 2005, the 
Congregation granted derogation from prescription for action concerning the delict of 
sexual abuse of a minor, and authorized a panel process to determine the truth of the 
matter (Congregatio Pro Doctrina Fidei, Prot.N. 782/2004-22104). Meanwhile, onJuly 
13, 2004, Fr. Cronin was placed on administrative leave. . . 

Father Cronin was notified of the pending action. In a hand written letter to my Vicar for 
Clergy, Msgr. Craig Cox, dated April14, 2006, he requested a delay in the canonical trial 
pending the outcome ofthe law suits against the Archdiocese filed by victims of clerical 
sexual abuse. At the same time, he informed Msgr. Cox that he had given his mandate to 

represent him as his Procurator and Advocate in the canonical 

In due time, Father Cronin was notified that it was opportune to begin the penal process. 
After consultation with canonical counsel, Father Cronin informed me of his decision to 
forego the right to a judicial trial and to voluntarily petition the Holy Father for a 
dispensation from all the obligations and rights as a presbyter. Meanwhile, an agreement 
has been reached that the archdiocese will provide for his immediate and transitional 
needs. 

As part of my original report to the Congregation, I provided a description of the case 
drawn from documents on file at the Archdiocesan Curia at that time. Since then 
additional evidence has come to light which is helps in providing a fuller account. 

There are three senarated and unconnected denunciations of Father Cronin. The first is 

~- --- -~--, ..... -... 

-
The second denunciation is that born October 20, 1960. In the 
Claimant Questionnaire introducing a suit agamst the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, 
declared and signed under penalty of perjury, June 29, 2004, ..... claims to have 

RCALA 001867 

CCI 006406 



been abused sexually by Fr. Cronin "From approximately 1972 through approximately 
1979". The alleged abuse occurred "many times over 10 years", "three to five times a 
week for the first couple of years" and then "approximately once a month" thereafter 
while the complainant was an altar boy. The abuse consisted in "mutual ejaculation", oral 
copulation, wrestling, "touching my anus", "simulated intercourse (over and under the 
clothes)", and "I would go to bed with Fr. Cronin when we stayed at the rectory". 

In an interview conducted by Canonical Auditor,REDACTED on June 30, 2004, Mr. 
REDACTED, stated that the contact and relationship between himself and Cronin spanned 

approximately the period of 1971-1977 whenREDACTEDwas 11 to 17 years old. REDACTED 
claims that Cronin performed approximately 70 or more sexual acts on him including 
Cronin rubbingREDACTEDwith his (Cronin's) exposed genitals and ejaculating on 

REDACTED ?artially nude body. These acts are alleged to have occurred in REDACTED home 
and in Cronin's residences at St. Genevive's Parish, Panorama City, St. Monica Parish, 
Santa Monica, and, St. Michael Parish, Los Angeles. ( c£ "The Investigative Report of 
Sexual Abuse Allegations against Father Sean Cronin", pp.25-36) 

The third denunciation is that ofMr. REDACTED Born September 30th, 1962. In 
an interview conducted by canonical auditor,REDACTED , on Aprill6, 2004, Mr. 

REDACTED describes a lengthy period of interaction between himself and Fr. Cronin 
while he was a senior and Father Cronin was a teacher at St. Monica's High School, 
Santa Monica. The relationship began with counseling sessions and developed into 
grooming behaviors including beiri.g provided with alcohol, raising sextial topics in 
conversations, being taken to a movie that included homosexual activity. According to 

REDACTED , Fr. Cronin would gaze into his eyes and kiss him on the cheek. 
bventually, Fr. Cronin kissed him on the mouth. In conversation.REDACTED 
shared with Fr. Cronin that he has a birth mark on his penisREDACTED claims that 
Cronin asked if he could see his penis.REDACTED did not comply with the request 
and asked that Fr. Cronin take him home immediately. The incident severed the 
relationship. Interviews conducted b) REDACTED with other people provide corroboration 
that Fr. Cronin and REDACTED iid spent time together. (c£ "The Investigative 
Report of Sexual Abuse Allegations against Father Sean Cronin", pp. 14-25) · 

.Subsequently, OnMarch12, 2004REDACTED emailedFr. Cronin viaRED~CTED 
entitled "My Pain". The email reads in part: "Father Cronin, I can only imagine the pain 
and disappointment your other victim from St. Genevieve's must be going through. Let 
me tell you about mine". The purpose of the e-mail was to remind Fr. Cronin of the harm 
he did toREDACTED 24 years earlier, the adverse effect that it is having on himself 
and his family, and that Fr. Cronin owes it to him, his family and the church to tell the 
truth.REDACTED received psychological therapy arranged and paid for through the 
Victim's Assistance Office of the Archdiocese. 

When Father Cronin was informed thaiREDACTED 'andREDACTED were· 
prospective plaintiffs in law suits against the archdiocese, he denied any misconduct; this 
denial is reiterated in a letter from Fr. Cronin's civil attorney, REDACTED m 
December 2003. Fr. Cronin admits some of the behaviors w 
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The allegation of if proven, would constitute the delict of Canon 
2359.2 of the 1917 Code (Canon 1395.2. of the 1983 Code). 

A background check on the accuser shows that he was convicted of a felony (violence), 
and has had other difficulties with the law. He has been married multiple times and 
admits to promiscuous relationships. 

While the details of the allegation may be in question, and even its scope, in light of other 
evidence in the case, it would be difficult to argue that both the claimant questionnaire 
and the accuser's statement to the canonical investigator are a total fabrication. 

The accuser's statements must be viewed within the context of other evidence. 
To that end, reference is made to a hand written lc;:tter d~d March 3, 1977, by Father 
Cronin's Pastor Cardinal Timothy Manning regarding Fr. 
Cronin's That letter reads in full: 

Eminence: 

When we talked Sunday about Sean you· asked me twice about the question of reference 
to his association with boys in his room. I was thinking since about that matter. Seeing 
that it is a matter of doubt, perhaps it would be better not to mention it. If this is a 

. problem, I feel it will come up in a more specific way in the future . 

.. 
judged that there was doubt as to whether or not Fr. Cronin associated 

with boys in room. He concluded that the doubt would be resolved on the basis of the 
behavior ofFr. Cronin in the future; "If this is a problem, I feel it will come up in a more 
specific way in the future". 

It is in that context that becomes important. Though not in 
itself a delict, it does pertain to sexual abuse of a civil minor there are marked 
similarities to th~ allegation and it requirement for 
resolving the doubt about Father Cronin's capacity to sin with minors 

Parallel with indications ofFr. Cronin's sexual abuse minors, are facts and indications of 
his sexual · male adults. On file in our Curia is a letter from the 
present dated, February 24, 2206, outlining the 
sequence of events leading to not to promote Sean Cronin to the order of 
priesthood due to "grave fear ofhomosexual tendencies". Ultimately, Cronan was 
granted excardination with the proviso, "The responsibility for ordaining him will rest 
with the bishop who accepts him". 
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It is documented that Sean Cronin was ordained a deacon for the Archdiocese of Dublin 
but was not promoted to the order of priesthood because of"grave fear ofhomosexual 
tendencies". In the months succeeding his dismissal, approaches were m·ade to the 
Archdiocese of Dublin by several diocesan bishops. The replies of Archbishop McQuaid 
were unambiguous; "I could not in conscience agree to his being advanced to the 
priesthood"; "I cannot give a nihil obstat for his entry into any diocese". Archbishop 
Dermot Ryan succeeded Archbishop McQuaid in 1972. Almost immediately he received 
a request to release Sean Cronin for incardination into the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 
The matter was put to the serqinary council and the following recommendation was sent 
to the Archbishop': "It is the recommendation of tl:ie Council that Sean Cronin be granted 
excardination from the diocese. The responsibility for ordaining him will rest on the 
bishop who accepts him".· 

The issue of homosexual tendencies resurfaces in~ complaint on behalf of 
three ofhis students. In addition to allegations.ofhomosexual behavior..._... 
also reported that there were occasions on which various facu1ty memb~ 
smelling alcohol on Fr. Cronin's breath. One of the students reported the same experience 
both in class and in Fr. Cronin's office. Fr. Cronin's transfer to 
a different 

Based on the evidence of a troubled past, I conclude that Father Cronin is not suitable for 
ministry and will not be in the future. For that reason I wholeheartedly support his 
petition to the Holy Father for a return to the lay state. 
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His Eminence 
William Cardinal Leveda, Prefect 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 
Piazza Del S. Ufficio, 11 
00120 Vatican City. 

Re: Rev. Sean Cronin 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
Prot. No. 782/2004-22104 

Your Eminence: 

Date 

On November 9, 2004, in accordance with the norms set forth in Sacramentorum 
sanctitatis tutela, I submitted to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith the case of 
Rev. Sean Cronin, accused of sexual abuse of minors. By letter dated, 12 November 
2005, the Congregation granted derogation from prescription for action concerning the 
delict of sexual abuse of a niinor, and authorized me to initiate a penal judicial process. 

Father Cronin elected to postpone the trial pending the outcome of civil suits against the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles by victims of clerical sexual abuse, which included Father 
Cronin's accuser. 

In due time, Father Cronin was notified that that it was opportune to begin the penal 
process and was provided with competent canonical counsel. After consultation with 
counsel, Father Cronin informed me of his decision to forego the right to the judicial 
process, and to voluntarily petition the Holy Father for a dispensation from all obligations 
and rights as a presbyter. Meanwhile, an agreement has been reached that the archdiocese 
will provide for his immediate and transitional needs. 

As part of my original report to the Congregation, I provided a detailed description of the 
case drawn from documents on file at the Archdiocesan Curia at that time. Since then the 
discovery of additional evidence is helpful in clarifying aspects· of the case. Following are 
the reasons why I support this petition. 

Sean Cronin was born on October 26, 1943. He was originally ordained as a deacon for 
the Archdiocese of Dublin, Ireland. He was judged by the Seminary CounCil to be unfit, 
at that time, for ordination to the priesthood. A letter from the present Archbishop of 
Dublin, Diarmuid Martin, to an official of the Archdiocese ofLos Angeles, dated, 
February 24, 2006, outlines the sequence if events leading to the CoUncil's decision not 
to promote Sean Cronin to the priesthood "due to grave fear of homosexual tendencies". 
In the months suAlso included in the letter are the responses of his predecessor, 
Archbishop McQuaid, to requests from other bishops for recommendation for ordination 
to the priesthood: "not one hope of ever being received by a bishop"; ''I could not in 
conscience agree to his being advanced to the priesthood"; "I cannot give a nihil obstat 
for his entry into any diocese". 
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Species Facti: 

REV. SEAN CRONIN 
CDF Prot. N. 782/2004-22104 

Sean Cronin, born October 26, 1943, incardinated in the diocese ofDublin, Ireland, was 
ordained to the diaconate on October 7, 1967. The seminary council decided to dismiss 
him from the seminary because "of grave fear of homosexual tendencies". For a time he 
exercised the order of deacon in Africa. He met the then Archbishop of Los Angeles, 
Cardinal Timothy Manning, and was invited by him to serve in the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles. In 1972, he served as a deacon at St. Genevieve Parish, Panorama City (Van 
Nuys). On June 13, 1973, he was incardinated into the Archdiocese, and on September 8, 
1973, he was ordained to the priesthood. 

His first assignment was as parochial vicar at St. Genevieve Parish. In the years that 
followed he served in various assignments in the archdiocese as parochial vicar, high 
school teacher, and as chaplain at Marymount College, Rancho Palos Verdes. The year 
1991 was spent on sabbatical at Oxford University, England. He spent part of the year 
2000 on sick leave. 

ftl"cn<no,cese were notified 
a lawsuit against the Archdiocese ofLos Angeles, charging that from toJ977, 

while between the ages of twelve to eighteen, Father Cronin performed sexual acts on 
him. ~Archdiocese was notified of another law suit was filed against 
it by-charging that during the years 1979 to 1982, Fr. Cronin 
engaged him in sexual activity. During part of that time, --..would have 
been a minor at civil but not canon law. From 2/10/00 to 973olo0Father Cronin 
underwent in-patient treatment for alcoholism at Guest House, Rochester, Minnesota. 

On November 7, 2003, a preliminary investigation was initiated in accord with the norm 
of Canon 1717. In July 2004, the Cardinal Archbishop determined that the reports bore a 
semblance of truth. As mandated by Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela, Norm 13, the 
matter was communicated to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. By letter, 
dated November 12,2005, the Congregation granted derogation from prescription for 
action concerning the delict of sexual abuse of a minor, and authorized a panel process to 
determine the truth of the matter (Congregatio Pro Doctr:ina Fidei, Prot.N. 782/2004-
22104). Meanwhile, on July 13,2004, Fr. Cronin was placed on administrative leave. . . 

Father Cronin was notified of the pending action. In a hand written letter to Msgr. Cox, 
Vicar for Clergy, dated Apri114, 2006, he requested a delay in the canonical trial 
pending the outcome of the law suits against the Archdiocese by victims of clerical 
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sexual abuse. At the same time, he notified Msgr. Cox that he had given his mandate to 
represent him as Procurator and Advocate in the canonical proceedings. 

.. REDACTED he 

In the Claimant Questionnaire, introducing a suit against the Archdiocese ofLos 
Angeles, declared and signed under penalty of perjury, June 29, 2004, 
born October 20, 1960, alleges that he was abused sexually by Fr. Cronin "From 
approximately 1972 through approximately 1979". The alleged abuse occurred "many 
times over 10 years", "three to five times a week for the first couple of years" and then 
"approximately once a monfu?' thereafter while complainant was an altar boy. The abuse 
consisted in "mutual ejaculation", oral copulation, wrestling, "touching my anus", 
"simulated intercourse (over and under the clothes)", and "I would go to bed with Fr. 
Cronin when we stayed nttherectory". 

The Canonical Interview conducted by~ June 30, 
2004, yielded the followin contact and relationship with Cronin spanned 
approximately the period of 1971-1972, wh~as 11 m::)2 years old, to 1977 
and about 17 years of age.- claims that Cronin performed approximately 70 or 
more sexual acts on him in~ronin rubbing~with his (Cronin's) exposed 
genitals and~ing on-- partially nude body. These acts are alleged to have 
occurred in--home and in Cronin's residences at St. Genevive's Parish, Panorama 
City, St. Monica Parish, Santa Monica, and, St. Michael, Los Angeles. ( cf. "The 
Investigative Report of Sexual Abuse Allegations against Father Sean Cronin", 
pp.25-36) 
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THE ALLEGATION OF REDACTED 

REDACTED Rnm ~eritember 30th, 1962, was :interviewed on Apri116, 2004, 
by canonical auditor, REDACTED Mr REDACTED descn'bes a lengthy period of 
:interaction between Fr. Cronin and himself while he was a senior and Father Cronin was 
a teacher at St. Monica's High School, Santa Monica. The relationship began with 
counsel:ing sessions and developed :into grooming behaviors :includ:ing be:ing provided 
with alcohol, rais:ing sexual topics :in conversations. be:ing taken to a movie that :included 
homosexual activity. According to M:rREDACTED Fr. Cronin would ga,ze into his eyes 
and kiss him on the cheek. Eventually he claims that Fr. Cronin kissed him on the mouth. 
Jn. conversation Mr. REDACTED shared with Fr. Cronin that he has a birth mark on his 
penis. REDACTED claims that Cronin asked ifhe could see his penis. Mr. REDACTED 
did not comply with the request aud asked Fr. Cronin to take him home immediately, 
which he did. The incident severed the relationship. Interviews with other nennle 
conducted by Mr.REDAcrEo provide corroboration that Fr. Cronin and Mr.REDACTED did 
spent time together. (cf. "The investigative Report of Sexual Abuse Allegations 
against Father Sean Cronin", pp. 14-25) 

. . REDACTED . · . . REDACTED . 
. On March 12,2004, Mr. sent an email to Fr. Cronm VIa The 
sU.bject matter of the email is "My pain". It reads :in part: ''Father Cronin, I cau only 
imag:ine the pa:in and disappointment your other victim from St. Genevieve's must be 
go:ing through. Let me tell you about mine". The purpose of the e-mail was to remind Fr. 
Cronin of the harm he did tcREDACTED 24 years earlier, the adverse effect that it is 
hav:ing on himself and his family, and that Fr. Cronin owes it to him, his family and the 
church to tell the truth. 

Records show thai~EDACTED received psychological therapy arranged and paid· 
for through the Victim's Assistance Office of the Archdiocese. 

When Father Cronin was informed that REDACTED andREDACTED were 
prospective pla:intiffs in law suits. aga:inst the archdiocese, he denied any misconduct; this 
denial is reiterated :in a letter from Fr. Cronin's civil attomey,REDACTED n 
December 2003. 

CONCLUSIONS BASED ON AVAILABLE EVIDENCE 

The allegation orRE~A~TED 1 if proven, would constitute the delict of Canon 
2359.2 of the 1917 Code (Canon 1395.2. of the 1983 Code). 

A background check on the accuser shows that he was convicted of a felony (violence), 
and has had other difficulties with the law. He has been married multiple times and 
admits to promiscuous relationships. 
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While the details of the allegation may be in question, and even its scope, in light of other 
evidence in the case, it would be difficult to argue that both the claimant questionnaire 
and the accuser's statement to the canonical investigator are a total fabrication. 

The accuser's statements must be viewed within the context of other evidence. 
To that end, reference is made to a hand written letter dated March 3, 1977, by Father 
Cronin's Pastor, ........... to Cardinal Timothy Manning regarding Fr. 
Cronin's association with young boys. That letter reads in full: · 

Eminence: 

When we talked Sunday about Sean you asked me twice about the question of reference 
to his association with boys in his room. I was thinking since about that matter. Seeing 
that it is a matter of doubt, perhaps it would be better not to mention it. If this is a 
problem, I feel it will come up in a more specific way in the future. 

Sincerely, --~udged that there was doubt as to whether or not Fr. Cronin associated 
~room. He concluded that the doubt would be resolved on the basis of the 

behavior of Fr. Cronin in the future; "If this is a problem, I feel it will come up in a more 
specific way in the future". 

It is in that context that the ~llegation becomes important. Though not in 
itself a delict, it does pertain to the sexual abuse of a civil minor, there are marked 
similarities to th-allegation and it fulfills requirement for 
resolving the doubt about Father Cronin's capacity to sin with minors 

Parallel with indications of Fr. Cromn's sexual abuse minors, are facts apd indications of 
his sexual involvement with young male adults. On file in om Curia is· a letter from the 
present Archbishop ofDublin, Diarmuid Martin, dated, February 24, 2206, outlining the 
sequence of events leading to the decision not to promote Sean Cronin to the order of 
priesthood due to "grave fear ofhomosexual tendencies". illtimately, Cronan was 
granted excardination with the proviso, "The responsibility for ordaining him will rest 
with the bishop who accepts him". 

It is documented that Sean Cronin was ordained a deacon for the Archdiocese of Dublin 
but was not promoted to the order of priesthood because of" grave fear of homosexual 
tendencies". In the months succeeding his dismissal, approaches were made to the 
Archdiocese of Dublin by several diocesan bishops. The replies of Archbishop McQuaid 
were unambiguous; "I could not in conscience agree to his being advanced to the 
priesthood"; ''I cannot give a nihil obstat for his entry into any diocese". Archbishop 
Dermot Ryan succeeded Archbishop McQuaid in 1972. AJmost immediately he received 
a request to release Sean Cronin for incardination into the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 
The matter was put to the seminary council and the following recommendation was sent 
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to the Archbishop: "It is the recommendation of the Council that Sean Cronin be granted 
excardination from the diocese. The responsibility for ordaining him will rest on the 
bishop who accepts him". 

The issue of homosexual tendencies resurfaces in s complaint on behalf of 
three ofhis students. In addition to allegationS ofhomosexual behavior 
also reported that there were occasions on which various faculty members reported 
smelling alcohol on Fr. Cronin's breath. One of the students reported the same experience 
both in class and in Fr. Cronin's requested Fr. Cronin's transfer to 

in the Archdioces 

Based on the evidence of a troubled past, I conclude that Father Cronin is not suitable for 
ministry and will not be in the future. For that reason I wholeheartedly support his 
petition to the Holy Father for a return to the lay state. 
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Species Facti: 

REV. SEAN CRONIN 
C:DF Prot. N. 782/2004-22104 

Sean Cronin, born October 26, 1943, incardinated in the diocese ofDublin, Ireland, was 
ordained to the diaconate on October 7, 1967. The seminary council decided to dismiss 
him from the seminary because "of grave fear of homosexual tendencies". For a time he 
exercised the order of deacon in Africa. He met the then Archbishop of Los Angeles, 
Cardinal Timothy Manning, and was invited by him to serve in the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles. He began serving as a deacon at St. Genevieve Parish, Panorama City (Van 
Nuys) in 1972. On June 13, 1973, he was incardinated into the Archdiocese, and on 
September 8, 1973, he was ordained to the priesthood. 

His first assignment was as parochial-vicar at St. Genevieve Parish. In the years that 
followed he served in various assignments in the archdiocese as parochial vicar, high 

. school teacher, and as chaplain at Marymount College, Rancho Palos Verdes. In 1991 he 
·spent time on sabbatical at OXford University, England. He spent part of the year 2000 on 
sick leave. 

In 2003, officials of the Archdiocese were notified tha-filed a lawsuit 
charging that from 1972 to 1977, when he was between~twelve to eighteen, 
Father Cronin performed sexual acts on him. In that same year the Archdiocese was 
notified that a law suit was filed against the Archdiocese by 
charging that from 1979 to 1982, Fr. Cronin engaged him in sexual part 
of that time, he would have been a minor at civil but not canon law. 

On November 7, 2003, A preliminary investigation was initiated in accord with the norm 
of Canon 1717. In July 2004, having reviewed the information gathered in the 

__ investigation, the Cardinal Archbishop determined that the reports bore a semblance of 
truth. AB mandated by Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela, Norm 13, the matter was 
communicated to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. After having carefully 
examined the Acta , and in light of Cardinal. Mahony's comments, on November 12, 2005, 
the Congregation granted derogation from prescription for action concerning the delict of 
sexual abuse of a minor, and authorized a panel process (Congregatio Pro Doctrina Fidei, 
Prot.N. 782/2004-22104). Meanwhile, on July 13, 2004, Fr. Cronin was placed on 
administrative leave. 

In a hand written letter to Msgr. Cox, Vicar for Clergy, dated April14, 2006, Fr. Cronin 
requested that the canonical trial be delayed pending the outcome of the law suits against 
the Archdiocese. In that same letter he said that he had given his mandate to~ 
._ to represent him as Procurator and Advocate in the canonical proceedings. 
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Claimant Questionnaire: declared and signed under penalty of perjury, June 29, 2004 . 

............ v"''JU that he was abused sexually by Fr. Cronin "From approximately 
1972 through approximately 1979". Plamtiffwas born October 20, 1960. Alleges sexual 
abuse by Fr. Cronin "many times over 10 years", "three to :five times a week for the first 
couple of years" and then "approximately once a month" thereafter while an altar boy. 
Abuse consisted in "mutual ejaculation", oral copulation, wrestling; kissing on the cheek 
and body under imd over the clothing, "touching my anus", "simulated intercourse (over 
and under the clothes)", and "I would go to bed with Fr. Cronin when we stayed at the 
rectory". 

Interview of1······conducted by Canonical Investigator, 
June 30, 2004: 

Synopsis-contact and relationship with Cronin spanned the approximate 
period of 1971, 1972 whe~ was 11 or 12 years old to 1977 and about 17 years of 
age. ~claims that Cronin perlormed approximately .70 or more sexual acts on him 
including Cronin rubbing with his (Cronin's) exposed genitals and ejaculating on 
.-arartially nude body and attempting one act of oral copulation on Y guado . 

.-.astates that these acts took place in his home and in Cronin's residences while 
Cronin was assigned to St. Genevive's Parish, Panorama City, St. Monica Parish, Santa 
Monica, St. Michael, Los Angeles. (The allegation background 
investigation to identify-., the Interview of and 
additional investigative efforts regarding -allegations may be found in 
"The Investigative Report of SexualAbuse Allegations against Father Sean 
Cronin", pp.25-36) 

EVIDENCE: 

L Letter of the present Archbishop of Dublin, Piarmuid Martin, dated, February 24, 
2006, outlining the sequence of events leading to a decision not to promote Sean 
Cronin's to the order of priesthood for the Archdiocese ofDublin due to "grave 
fear ofhomosexual tendencies". Also included are the responses ofhis 
predecessor, Archbishop McQuaid, to requests from other bishops for a 
recommendation for ordination to the priesthood: "not one hope of ever being 
received by a bishop"; "I could not in conscience agree to his being advanced to 
the priesthood"; "I cannot give a nihil obstat for his entry into any dioceses". 

2. Letter from pastor of St. Andrew's Parish, Pasadena, to 
Cardinal Timothy Manning referencing two discussions between the Cardinal and 
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himself about Fr. Cronin's "association with b 
that Cardinal Manning instructed his secretary, arrange a 
meeting between the Cardinal and Fr. Cronin. All who would lmow the details of 
the meeting are now deceased~oted that had disciplinary action 
been taken, a note of same wo~ Msgr. Rawden, Chancellor at the 
time, and Bishop Ward, V.G. at the time state that Cardinal Manning did not 
discuss with them his dealings in priest disciplinary matters. Msgr. Rawden noted 
the close relationship of~ and Cardinal Manning and the 
probability that they kep~f the meeting between themselves. Priests 
who lived in the rectory at St. Andrew's at the same time as Cronin were 
interviewed. None ever observed boys entering Cronin's room. 

3. Born September 30th_ 1962. On ApriL 16, 2004AI.I 
ban,orutcal u.u.u.uv,, interviewed Mr. He describes a lengthy 
of interaction with Fr. Cronin when he was a senior at St. Monica's High 

School, and Fr. Cronin was a teacher there. The interaction began in counseling 
sessions and included grooming behaviors; being provided with alcohol, raising 
sexual topics in conversations, taking him to a movie that included homosexual 
activity. According to ~Fr. Cronin would gaze into his eyes and 

. kiss him on the cheek. Eventually he claims that Fr. Cronin kissed him on the 
mouth, though without using his tongue. fu conversation Mr- told Fr. 
Cronin that he had a birth mark on his penis. that Fr. 
Cronin asked if he could see his penis. Mr did not comply with the 
request and asked Fr. Cronin to take him home immediately, which he did. That 
incident severed · . Mr. ~ollowed up on leads based on the 
statements of These interviews provide corroboration that Fr. 
Cronin and Mr. spent time together. (The allegations of-

background :iJ:tvestigation and interview of · . 
and additional investigative efforts regardin~ 

allieg~atl<ms can e found in "The Investigative Report of Sexual Abuse 
·. Allegations against Father Sean Cronin", pp. 14-25) 

Records show that ~communicated wit~ 
director of Victims Assistance, and that the Archdiocese paid for psychological 
therapyfor~ ·v: 

On March 12, 2004, Mr. -.sent an email addressed to Fr. Cronin to 
Msgr.Cox. with the request that Msgr. Cox forward the email to Fr. Cronin. The 
subject of the email is "My pain". It begins: "Father Cronin, I can only imagine 
the pain and disappointment your other victim from St. Genevieve's must be 
going through. Let me tell you about mine". In essence, it is to remind Fr. Cronin 
of the harm he did to him 24 years earlier, the averse effect that is having on 
himself and his family, and that Fr. Cronin owes it to him, his family, the church 
to tell the truth; 
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_REDACTEJ> 

5. The report of CMOB (June 29, 2004)to Cardinal Mahony makes reference to the 
fact that when Fr. Cronin was informed an~ · 

prospective plaintiffs in law suits against the archdiocese, he 
'-'V.U".VU any misconduct, and that this denial was reiterated in a letter fro~ 
.... Fr. Cronin's civil attorney, in December 2003. 

-- ·l 
';I 

6. Memorandum of Richard Loomis to Cardinal Mahony, Nov 17, 1999, references 
an upcoming meeting ofFr. Cronin with Cardinal Mahony set for Nov:22. 

7. Memorandum, Richie to Cardinal, Feb.l 0, 2000, references a meeting about 
arrangements for treatment. 

. ·iii. 

8. I fmd no record of a .u".'-"V•.u.J'Fo at which Fr. Cronin was presented with accusations 
- relatiiig t~r 

CONCLUSIONS BASED ON EVIDENCE ON HAND 
·, ·!}· 

L ·· The allegation of~ constitutes the delict of Canon 2359.2 of the 
1917 Code (Canon ~e 1983 Code). 

The issue of proof will probably run this way. The background check on the 
accuser shows that he was convicted of a felony (violence), and has had other 
difficulties with the law. He has been married multiple times, admits to 
promiscuous relationships. There are some inconsistencies in his claimant 
questionnaire. The defense will argue that his statements are not to be believed, 
and that the case should be thrown out all together. Furthermore, persons 
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interviewed in connection with the allegation were unable to substantiate 
•••• allegation. 

E contra, while the details of the allegation may be in question, and even its 
scope, in light of other evidence in the case, it would be difficult to argue that 
both the claimant questionnaire and the accusers statement to the canonical 
investigator are a total fabrication. That being said, if any part of the allegation is 
true, that would form a basis for the delict. 

The statements ofthe accuser must be viewed within the context of other 
evidence in the case. To that end, reference is made to a hand written letter dated 
March 3, ·1977, by-to Cardinal Timothy Manning. That 
letter reads in full: 

Eminence: 

When we talked Sunday about Sean you asked me twice about the question of 
reference to his association with boys in his room. I was thinking since about that 
matter. Seeing that it is a matter of doubt, perhaps it would be better not to 
mention it. If this is a problem, I feel it will come up in a more specific way in the 
future. 

··' :-. 

This document is not open to suspicion or contradiction. It is welllmown that 
Cardinal Manning and were very close personal friends. Even so, 

respect for the cardinal and the office of archbishop, explains 
the formal salutation, ''Eminence". Their personal friendship is evidenced by the 

. fact that Cardinal Manning spent much of his free time at St. Andrew's rectory. 
This explains the statement,. "When we talked Sunday about Sean". · 

Clearly, someone approached pastor of the parish to which Fr. 
Cronin was assigned, compla:iniJ:ig of Fr. Cronin's "associatiop. with boys in his 
room". Cardinal Manning had a reputation for being solicitous for the wellbeing 
of his priests. It can be reasonably concluded that he was especially concerned for 
the wellbeing of Fr. Cronin as he was instrumental in bringing Fr. Cronin to the 
archdiocese and ordaining him to the priesthood. This will explain why Msgr . 
.-.. in his letter makes reference to the fact that the cardinal "asked me 

twice about the question". In spite suggestion "not to 
mention it", Cardinal Manning arranged an appointment to meet personally with 
Fr. Cronin. The absence of any record of what transpired at the meeting between 
Cardinal Manning and Fr. Cronin is understandable in light of Cardinal 
Manning's modus operandi in dealing with priest problems, namely, his 
preference to deal personally and confidentially with priests in trouble. 
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-~judged that there was doubt as to whether or not Fr. Cronin 
associated with boys in his room. He concluded that the doubt would be resolved 
on the basis of the behavior of Fr. Cronin in the future; "If this is a problem, I feel 
it will come up in a more specific way in the future". 

It is in that context that the allegation 
lln.portant. In his statement to the , he a lengthy period 
of interaction (1979-1982) between himself and Fr. Cronin which included 
grooming behaviors; being. provided with alcohol, raising sexual topics in 
conversations, taking him to a movie that included sexual activity, kissing him on 
the mouth, and requestin~ to view Mr~enis. Thou~ Mr. . . 
~as not a rmnor at canon law at the time, he was a mmor at CIVIl 
~om his statement to the canonical auditor, ~ade 
similar claims in a Claim&anuestionnaire. He was in contact with Msgr. Cox, 
vicar for clergy, and with Director of Victims Assistance. The 
Archdiocese paid for him t receive several sessions with a psychologist 
Interviews with witnesses provide corroboration :that Fr. Cronin and Mr. 
~ spent time together. Mr. consistent and nobody has 

questioned his credibility. 

claims that the relationship sp'anned approximately the years 
credibility is questionable. There is no direct 

substantiation. However, within the same time span, there are two other 
happenings, unrelated to each other, and to--allegation, which 
invite consideration that the .... allegation might not be a total 
fabrication. In other words, while the details and scope of th~ 
allegation may very "Y.ell be in question, there is the possibility, if not the 
probability . t something of a sexrial nature did occur between Sean Cronin 
and 

Whatever the precise nature of the complaint 
received about Fr. Cronin having boys to his room, it is clear from Msgr's 
letter that the matter was thoroughly discussed with Cardinal Manning on a 
Sunday in late February or early M~rch 1977. It is also certain that the 
Cardinal was gravely concerned that the allegation might be true. He 
brought the matter for discussion twice on that one Sunday. Then, 

. contrary to ggestion that, because of its doubtful nature, 
·the matter not be to Fr. Cronin, the Cardinal chose to meet 
personally with Fr. Cronin about it. Why would the Cardinal do these things 
if he was convinced that Fr. Cronin was incapable of misconduct with 
minors. 

Th~llegation 1979-1982, though not a delict, but for which 
~pport, confirms the cardinal's suspicion and fulfills .... 
~irement for taking away the doubt about Fr. Cronin's . 
capacity to sin with minors. 
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As has been pointed out, these three matters are unrelated save for the 
involvement of Fr. Cronin in all three. They happen consecutively, which 
indicates a pattern of behavior. 

Parallel with indications of Fr. Cronin's sexual abuse minors, are facts and 
indications of his sexual involvement with male adults. 

It is documented that Sean Cronin was ordained a deacon for the Archdiocese of 
Dublin but was not promoted to the order of priesthood because of"grave fear of 
homosexual tendencies". In the months succeeding his dismissal, approaches 
were made to the Archdiocese of Dublin by several diocesan bishops. The replies 
of Archbishop McQuaid were unambiguous; "I could not in conscience agree to 
his being advanced to the priesthood"; "I cannot give a nihil obstat for his entry 
into any diocese". Archbishop Dermot Ryan succeeded Archbishop McQuaid in 
1972. Almost immediately he received a request to release Sean Cronin for 
incardinationinto the Archdiocese oftos Angeles. The matter was put to-the 
seminary council and the following recommendation was sent to the Archbishop: 
"It is the recommendation of the Council that Sean Cronin be granted 
excardination from the diocese. The responsibility for ordaining him will rest on 
the bishop who accepts him". 

;:;., . 

. REDACTED 

.REDACTID 

. REDACTED 

The stated reason for Sean Cronin's expulsion from the seminary in Dublin and 
the report o~d the ensuing investigation lead to the probable 
conclusion that Sean Cronin is homosexual. Ifthat is so, his advocate will point to 
studies that suggest that a person who is homosexual will not be interested in 
young boys and vica versa. Therefore, the accusation is without 
merit. 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

Archbishop Gabriel Montalvo~ J.C.D. 
Apostolic Nunciature 
3339 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20008 

RE: Reverend Sean Cronin 

Your Excellency: 

Office of 
VIcar for Clergy 
(213) 637-7284 

November 9, 2004 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2202 

Enclosed, please find a letter from Cardinal Roger M. Mahony to Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger at 
the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith, regarding Reverend Sean Cronin. 

Faf!:ler Cronin allegedly committed the delic.t of canon 1395, §2 with a minor. Cardinal Mahony 
is seek:ing the assistance of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith in this matter. 

Would you please be so kind as to forward this to the Congregation on our behalf? 

Also enclosed is a check made out to the Congregation oftheDoctrine ofthe Faith to cover the 
usual taxa in such matters. 

Thank you very much for your kind att~ntion to this matter. May God continue to bless you! 

Yours in Christ, 

f ~ C. Cl_,__; 
M~i~Craig A. Cox, J.C.D ... / 
ViLJolclergy 

enclosures 
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- -· .. 

Check Date: 09.Nov.2004 ACCLA 

Invoice Number Invoice Date VoucheriD Gross Amount 

506VC 05.Nov.2004 00118403 500.00 

.. --

··--------

VendorNqmber Name 

0000002838 Congregation For The Doctrine 

Check Number Date 

U.:;I.HUY,.<.VV'T 

Pay ****FIVE HUNDRED AND XX/ 100 US DOLLAR**** 

Total Amount 

.oJUV.UV 

Date · 
November 9, 2004 

RCALA 001885 

,... .... ~ 
1/ ouu + 

Check No. 

Discopnt Available Paid Amount I 
0.00 500.00 

. - .. .. ·~ ····-······ . -

-------- --·--- .. 

Total Discounts 

$0.00 

Discounts Taken Total Paid Amount 

;J>U.UU .O.JUV.UU 

.. : :' ·,. . :" .•··. ~ . 
.. . ; .... ·. . . £ ,. ,· • 

.. • . 
. Pay Amount: 

$ :. '500.0.0*** 

To The 
Order Of REDACTED 

CONGREGATION FOR THE DOCTRINE 
ofthe Faith 
Piazza Del S Offizio I1 
00120 Vatican City 

ibfiorized Signature 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
Office of 
the Archbishop 
(ZI3) 637-7288 

November 9, 2004 

His Eminence 
Carclinal Joseph Ratzinger 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
Piazza del S. Uffizio, 11 
00120 Vatican City 
EUROPE 

RE: Reverend Sean Cronin 

Your Eminence: 

3424 
Wllshlre 
Boulevarc:! 

Los Angeles 
Callfurr,lla , 
90010-ZZOZ. 

I write in regard to the matter of the Reverend .Sea;n Cronin; a priest incardinated in the 
Archdiocese ofLos Angeles :inC.alifornia. He is-presently domiciled within o:ur Archdiocese. 
Father Cronin. has been accused of graviora dellcta. 

Enclosed, please find the pages SUlilinarizing the nature of this case, as well as copies of 
materials assemble_d from Father Cro:n_W's file and during our investigation. 

Sean Cronin was bam on October 26, 1943. He was originally ordained as a deacon for the 
Archdiocese of Dublin, Ireland. He was judged by the Seminary CoUn.cil to be unfit, at that time, 
for ordination as a presbyter, and subsequently he served for a time as a missionary in Africa. 
He met the former Archbishop of Los Angeles, Cardinal Timothy Manning, and was invited to 
serv-e in the Archdiocese ofLos Angeles. He began serving as a deacon in this Archdiocese in 
1982, .was incardinated, and then ordained to the Sacred Order of Presbyter in 1973. He has 

. served in a number of assignments until July 2004 when he was placed on administrative leave. 

h12003, officials of our Arc.hdiocese were notified filed a lawsuit charging 
that from 1972 to 1977, when he was age twelve to seventeen or eighteen, Father Cronin 
performed sexual acts on him including simulated intercourse, masturbation and oral cqpulation. 
A preliminary investigation was initiated on November 7, 2003. 

On J1me 30, 2004,~was interviewed by a canonical auditor. ~uring the interview, 
-stated that his contact and relationship with Father Cronin spanned the approximate 
period of 1971 or 1972 (when 1 2 a was eleven or twelve years old) to 1977 and about 
seventeen years old: He claimed that Father Cronin performed approximately seventy or more 

acts on him including rubb:ing~ with his exposed genitals and ejaculating on 
partially nude body. . _· . · 
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Letter to Cm·dinal Joseph Ratzi~tger 
Regarding Reverend Sean Cronin 
Page2 of3 

Tbis allegation of abusive activity on the part of Father Cronin did not emerge iri a'v~cutnn. At 
various points in his priesthood, information had come to officials of the Archdiocese :indicating 
inappropriate and imprudent contacts between Father Cronin and o:fuers. As early as 1977, the 
pastor of the parish where Father Cronin was serving as parochial vicar discussed concerns _about 
Father Cronin's contact with boys with the then Archbishop, Cardinal Manning. Unfortunately, 
· · · about this is sketchy, but the fact of the concern is verified in a letter from the pastor, 

The letter references two di.scussioDB between Cardinal Manning 
both of whom are now deceased, about Father Cronin's, "association 

.REDAClE.J.l 

In 2003 an official of the Archdiocese was notified through legal channels that a lawsuit was also . 
filed against the Archdiocese by . ::M:r. ~harged that from 1979 
to 1982, during pa~ of which time he was a at civil law, Father Cronin provided him with 
a,.lcohol, pomog:(aphy and engaged m kissing an!l hugging in a sexual manner. Please note that .. 
Mr. ~as not a minor at canon law during this period. On April16, 2004, Mr. · · 
~as interviewed by a canonical auditor. Mr.~tated that when he was 
a senior in high school he met Father Cronin who was a teacher. He claimed that, under the 
auspices of counseling sessions in Father Cronin;s quarters and at a restaurant, Father Cronin 
supplied him with alcoholic drinks, engaged him in sexual conversations, kissed him on the 
cheek and took him to a movie with homosexual content. Subsequently, the relationship 
escalated to. Father Cronin kissing Mr. on the mouth ·and requesting to view Mr . 

._...genitals. 

In July 2004, having reviewed the information gathered in the investigation, having consulted 
with expertsin the law, and having received the recommendation of the review board established 
for these matters, it was decided that the allegation -r:aised agaiDBt Father Cronin bore a 
s~mblance of truth. He was thus placed on administrative leave. As mandated by the nann. of 
Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela (no.l3), Iherebyreferthe matter to the Congregation for the 
Do'Ctrine of the Faith. I am attaching the report of the canonical auditor summarizing the 
findings of the investigation. · 

Also, it is important to add that Father Cronin has had problems with alcohol abuse to the degree 
that an intervention and residential treatment was required. The impact of this fact on the 
substance of this case, if any, has not been established. 

RCALA 001887 

CCI 006426 



Lette1· to Cardinal Joseplz Ratzinger 
Regarding Revel'eJtd Sean Cronin 
Page3 oj3 

.. 
i 

Father Cronin has not yet been heard by a canonical auditor. He :indicated that he wished to seek 
canonical advice before determining whether to consent to an inte:ryiew. To the best of my 
knowledge, he has not yet selected a canonical advisor. Through his civil attorney, however, 
Father Cronin assem-that he is :innocent of all allegations. 

The sole allegation that qualifies as graviora delicta is that brought by-. Thls 
allegation,;>especially seen :in the context of other indications and allegations of sexual 
misc.?nduct, lead~ of so~e ~-ong doing o.f a sexual nature on the ~art of.Fath~r 
Cromn. Note th~ allegation 1s presented m the context of a financial clrum bemg 
made. Court records show that on several occasions -.has had problems wit!J. the law. 
Obviously, these facts require care in assess:ing the credibility of his accusations, an assessment 
that I believe can best be made in the context of an ecclesiastical trial. 

M:Y greatest concern is that justice be done to Mr ... if he genuinely was victimized, as 
well as to Father Cronin, if indeed he is innocent. For that reason I respectfully request a 
dispensation from prescription with respect to this action and authorization to initiate a formal 

'penal trial, with a view to imposing the penalty of dismissal :from the clerical state on Father 
Cronin if he is found to be guilty of the delict. In my assessment,' only by means of a ·tri~ can 
the evidence can be fully assessed, additional evidence sought as necessary, and a determination 
be made with moral certitude that will be credible to the people of this Archdiocese. 

Should the Congregation not concur with this request for a trial, I would very much appreciate 
direction as to how to proceed. 

Than..\. you for your attention to this difficult matter. Please be as.sured of my prayers. 

erely yours :in Christ, 

!WIUUIIV/11~187 
Car · al Roger M. Mahony 
Archbishop ofLos Angeles 

attachments 
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DIOCESE Los Angeles in California 

NAME OF ORDlNARY Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 

CDF P~OT: N. (if available) 

NAME OF CLERIC Reverend Sean Cronin 

~:· ;!} 

PERSONAL Date ofBirth 26 October 1943 Age 61 
DETAILS OF THE 

Deacon: TOct 1967 
CLERIC Ordination 

Priest: 8 Sept 1973 
Years of ministry 31 

ORIGINAL DIOCESE OF INCARDINATION Dublin, Ireland,. 
-.,' 

l\1INISTRYINITRANSFER TO OTHERDIOCESE Los Angeles :in California 

CONTACT ADDRESS OF THE CLERIC 

PROCTIRATOR (include original signed mandate) 
_;,,, 

CONTACTADDRESSOFTHEPROCURATOR 
,. 

' 
. ... .. .. :· . . 

' 
.. . '~ ~_:,. ·;· 'i·!: • 1". . . .. ·_,_ - ... 

ASSIGNMENTS 

Year Parish Location Appointment 

1972 St. Genevieve 
Panorama City (VanNuys), 

Deacon California · 

1973 St. Genevieve 
Panorama City (VanNuys), Parochial Vicar 
Califonrla 

Tnr,.,.rhn,.tP.ri. in Archdiocese of 
1973 Los AnD'P.lP.<: on 13 June 1973 

1975 St. Andrew Pasadena, California Parochial Vicar 

1977 St. Monica High School Santa Monica, California Faculty 

1977 St. Monica Parish Santa Monica, California Parochial Vicar 

1979 St. Michael High School Los Angeles, California Faculty 

1979 St. Michael Parish Los Angeles, California Resident 

1982 St. Helen South Gate, California Resident 

1984- Maryrnount College Rancho Palos Verdes, CA Chaplain 
2000 

1984 Sts. Peter and Paul Wilmington, California Resident 

1988 St. Margaret Mary Alacoque Lomita, California Resident 

1991 Oxford University England Sabbat_ical 

1992- St. Margaret Mary Alacoque Lomita, California Resident (resumption) 
2000 
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2000 Sick Leave 

2000 Our Lady of Lourdes Nortbridge, California . Parochial Vicar 

2004 Administrative Leave 
.. .. 

! 

ACCUSATIONS AGAINST THE CLERIC 

Year Victim Age Imputable Acts Denunciation 

Grooming, touching ofbuttocks, sexual 
J971" REDACTED 

11 language,; rubbing ofbodies, touching 
2003 

1977 of child's penis, disrobing child, 
rubbing genitals (36 or more occasions) 
Incidents of abuse occurred after the 
complamant was no longer a minor a1 
canon· law, but was a minor at civil-law. 

1979- REDACTED This is :included here for completeness. 

1981 17 Grooming, sexual conversation, .2003 
provision of alcohol to a minor, kissing 
on cheek, once on the mouth, request 
tha1REDACTED disrobe and display 
his penis. 

'·' o a! ·. .. 
'· . . . • , II ' ... ... .. . ... . ' . . 

~ 
.. .• .. .~ ,. ::.·. ·. ' .. ;.=· .··· .. .... : ., . . .o •"'·' ',,I 

CIVIL_PR(jCE;EDINGS AGAINST THE CLERIC 

Year Type/Case Conviction Seutenj;:e (include copies of civil documents) 

2003 
Civil lawsuit for damages 
REDACTED .. pending 

2003 
~Civil hwsuit·for damacres 
REDACTED "'. pending 

' .. ·; .. 
' .. . .. ·. : .. 

lY.IEASURES ADOPTED BY THE DIOCESE 

Year 

2004 Administrative leave 

SUSTENANCE PROVIDED BY THE DIOCESE TO.THE C~RIC 

Full salary, automobile and medical benefits continue to be provided to Fr. Cronin. Loans made to assist 
the priest in secUring legal counsel for his criminal defense. 
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RESPONSEJRECOTIRSE MADE BY THE CLERIC 

Year 

.. 
•r i 

BISHOP'S VOT-UM 

There have been accusations and suspicions about Father Cronin's conduct with nrinors and young adults 
that have emerged throughout his priesthood. Early in his priestly service, :in the 1970's, his pastor 
consulted with Cardinal Manning with regard to his conduct around boys. Compla:ints of se~l 
harassment also emerged from young adults during Father Cronin's service as chaplain. at Marymount 
College. In 2003, two lawsuits were :filed alleging sexual abuse of minors. One ofthOl~e suits involves a 
young man who was age seventeen at the time the alleged abuse began :in 1979. Thus, he was not a nrinor 
at canon law, though he was a minor at civillaw. The other complaint involves abuse allegedly beginning 
when the youth was age eleve:n, and thus a minor at both canon law and civil law. 

We seek authorization to conduct an ecclesiastical penalty trial to assess the charges aga:inst Father Cronin 
and, if he is found guilty of abusive conduct with the m:inor, to impose the penalty of dismissal from the 
clerical state on Father Cronin. 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
Office of 
the Archbishop 
(213) 637-7Z88 

~ovember 9, 2004 

His Eminence 
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
Piazza del S. Uf:fizio, 11 
00120 Vatican City 
EUROPE 

RE: Reverend Sean Cronin 

Your Emmence: 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-ZZOZ 

I write in regard-to the matter of the Reverend Seap. Cronin, a priest incardinated in the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles in C.alifornia. He is-presently domiciled withln our Archdiocese. 
Father Cronin has been accused of graviora delicta. 

Enclosed, please.:find the pages summarizing the nature of this case, as well as copies of 
materials assembled from Father Cronin's file and during our investigation. 

Sean Cronin was bom.on October 26, 1943. He was originaJ.ly ordained as a deacon for the 
Archdiocese ofDublll, Ireland. He was judged by the Seminary Council to be unfit, at that time, 
for ordination as a presbyter, and subsequently he served for a time as a missionary in Africa. 
He met the former Archbishop of Los Angeles, Cardinal Timothy Manning, and was invited to 
ser\re in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. He began serving as a deacon in this Archdiocese in 
1982, was incardinated, and then ordained to the Sacred Order ofPresbyter in 1973. He has 
served in a number of assignments until July 2004 when he was placed on administrative leave. 

In 2003, officials of our Archdiocese were notified that......, filed a lawsuit charging 
that from 1972 to 1977, when he was age twelve to seventeen or eighteen, Father Cronin · 
performed sexual acts on him including simulated intercourse, masturbation and oral copulation. 
A prelin:llnary investigation was initiated on November 7, 2003. 

RCALA 001893 

On hme 30, 2004, ~as interviewed by a canonical auditor. During the interview, .\ 
_. stated that his contact and relationship with Father Cronin spanned the approximate 
period of 1971 or 1972 (when ._.was eleven or twelve years old) to 1977 and about 
seventeen years old. He claimed that Father Cronin performed approximately seventy or more 
sexual acts on him including rubbing~ with his exposed genitals and ejaculating on 
~s partially nude body. · 
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Letter to Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger 
Regarding Reverend Sean Cronilz 
Pf!ge2 of3 

This allegation of abusive activity on the part ofFather Cronin did not emerge iri a vacuum. At 
various points in his priesthood, information had come to officials of the Archdiocese indicating 
inappropriate and iniprudenf contacts between Father Cronin and others. AB early as 1977, the 
pastor of the parish where Father Cronin was serving as parochial vicar discussed concerns about 
Father Cronin's contact with boys with the then Archbishop, Car<linal Ma:rining. Unfortunately, 
· is sketchy, but the fact of the concern is verified in a letter from the pastor, 

The letter references two discussions between Car<linal Manning 
of whom are now deceased, about Father Cronin's, "association 

, REOACl 1:.0 .REDACTEl> 

- -·~-

In 2003 an official of the Archdiocese was notified. tbro~~~s that a lawsuit was also 
filed against the Archdiocese ~charged that from 1979 . 
to 1982, during part of which time was a minor at civil law, Father Cronin provided him with 
~cohol, p·omography and engaged ill kissing anP. hugging in a sexual manner. Please note that . 
Mr . was not a minor at canon law during this~pril16, 2004, Mr. 

interviewed by a canonical auditor. Mr ......... tated that when he was 
a senior school he met Father Cronin who was a teacher. He claimed that, under the 
auspices of counseling sessions in Father Cronin's quarters and at a restaurant, Father Cronin 
supplied him with alcoholic drinks, engaged him in sexual conversations, kissed him on the 
cheek and took him to a movie with homosexual content. Subsequently, the relationship 
escalated to Father Cronin kissing Mr~n the mouth and requesting to view Mr. 
~enitals. . . 

In July 2004, having reviewed the information gathered in the investigation, having consulted 
with experts in the law, and having received the recommendation ofthe review board established 
for these matters, it was decided that the allegation raised against Father Cronin bore a 
semblance of truth. He was thus placed on administrative leave. As mandated by the norm of 
Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela (no.13), I hereby refer the matter to the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith. I a:111 attaching the report of the canonical auditor summarizing the 
findings of the investigation. 

Also, it is important to add that Father Cronin has had problems with alcohol abuse to the degree 
that an interyention and residential treatment was required. The impact of this fact on the 
substance of this case, if any, has not been established. 
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Letter to Cardinal Joseplt Ratzinger 
Regarding Revel'eltd Sean Cron-in 
Page 3 of3 

Father Cronin has not yet been heard by a canonical auditor. He indicated that he wished to seek 
canonical advice before detennining whether to consent to an interview. To the best of my 
knowledge, he has not yet selected a canonical advisor. Through his civil attorney, however, 
Father Cronin asserts that he is innocent of all allegations. 

The sole allegation that qualifies as graviora d~licta is that brought by,.... This 
allegation, especially seen in the context of other indications and allegations of sexual 
misconduct, leads to a suspicion of some wrong doing of a sexual nature on the part of Father 
Cronin. Note that- allegation is presented in the context of a financial claim being 
made. Court records show that on several occasions-has had problems with the law. 
Obviously, these facts require care in assessing the credibility ofhis accusations, an assessment 
that I believe can best be made in the context of an ecclesiastical trial. 

My greatest concern is that justice be done to ~fhe genuinely was victimized, as 
well as to Father Cronin, if indeed he is innocent. For that reason I respectfully request l.l. 
dispensation from prescription with respect to this action and.authorizatipn to initiate a formal 
penal trial, with a view to imposing the penalty of dismissal from the clerical state on Father 
Cronin if he is found to be guilty of the delict. In m:y assessment, only by mean.S of a ·trial can 
the evidence can be fully assessed, additional evidence sought as necessary, and a determination 
be made with moral certitude that will be credible to the people oftbis Archdiocese. 

Should the Congregation not concur with this request for a trial, I would very much appreciate 
direction as to how to proceed. 

thank you for your attention to this difficult matter. Please be assured of my prayers. 

erely yours in Christ, 

IW 
Car · al Roger M. Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 

attachments 
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DIOCESE Los Angeles in California 

NAME OF ORDINARY Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 

CDF PROT: N. (if available) 

NAME OF CLERIC Reverend Sean Cronin 

PERSONAL Date of Birth 26 October 1943 Age 61 
DETAILS OF THE 

Deacon: 7 Oct 1967 CLERIC Ordination 
Priest: 8 Sept 1973 Years of ministry 31 

ORIGINAL DIOCESE OF INCARDINATION Dublin, Ireland 

MINISTRY IN/TRANSFER TO OTHER DIOCESE LoS-Angeles in Calif9rnia. · 

CONTACT ADDRESS OF THE CLERIC 

PROCURATOR (include original signed mandate) 

CONTACTADDRESSOFTBEPROCURATOR 
.. ,. 

' '··. .. : 
. . 

' 
.. . ....... ·!: . r•. . . .. ,, . • .. .. 

ASSIGNMENTS 

Year Parish Location Appointment 

1972 St. Genevieve 
Panorama City (Van Nuys), Deacon 
California · 

1973 St Genevieve 
Panorama City (Van Nuys ), 

Parochial Vicar 
California 

1973 
T. rdinated Arr.hrHnr.P.~P. of 
~~scu~nP'eles_l)~·l3 June 1973 

1975 St. Andrew Pasadena, California Parochial Vicar 

1977 St. Monica High School Santa Monica, California Faculty 

1977 St. MoDica Parisb Santa MoDica, California Parochial Vicar 

1979 St. Michael High School Los Angeles, California Faculty 

1979 St. Michael Parish Los Angeles, California Resident 

1982 St. Helen South Gate, California Resident 

1984- Marymount College Rancho Palos Verdes, CA Chaplain 
2000 

1984 Sts. Peter and Paul Wilmington, California Resident 

1988 St. Margaret Mary Alacoque Lomita, California Resident 

1991 Oxford University England Sabbatical 

1992- St. Margaret Mary Ala co que Lomita, California Resident (resumption) 
2000 
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2000 Sick Leave 

2000 Our Lady of Lourdes Northridge, California Parochial Vicar 

2004 Administrative Leave 

ACCUSATIONS AGAINST THE CLERIC 

Year Victim Age Imputable Acts Denunciation 

REDACTED 
Grooming, touching ofbuttocks, sexual 

1971-
11 

language, , rubbing ofbodies, touching 2003 1977 of child's penis, disrobing child, 
rubbing genitals (36 or more occasions) 
Incidents of abuse occurred after the 
complafuant was no longer a n:rinor at 

REDACTED canon law, but was a :minor at civil law; 
This is included here for completeness. 

1979. 
17 Grooming, sexual conversation, .2003 1981 

provision of alcohol to a :minor, kissing 
on cheek. once on the mouth, request 
thatf3.§?~9_I.ED lisrobe and display 
his penis. 

'·' ., .. 
I .. . . '•J:l ' ... ... 

I "•I .. .• .... , . . ' 
~ 

.. 
.:. . ... · .. .. . -:. .. : .. . . . .. •. j 

CIVIL PROCEEDINGS AGAINST THE CLERIC 

Year Type/Case Conviction Sentence (include copies of civil documents) 

2003 Civil lawsuit for damages 
REDACTED pending · 

2003 Civil lawsuit for damages 
REDACTED pending 

' . 
' ·. : .. 

MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE DIOCESE 

Year 

2004 Administrative leave 

SUSTENANCE l'ROVIDED BY TIIE DIOCESE TO THE CLERIC 

· Full salary, automobile and niedical benefits continue to be provided to Fr. Cronin. Loans made to assist 
the priest in securing legal counsel for his criminal defense. 
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RESPONSE/RECOURSE MADE BY THE CLERIC 

Year 

BISHOP'S VOTUM 

There have been accusations and suspicions about Father Cronin's conduct with minors and young adults 
that have emerged throughout his priesthood. Early in his priestly service, in the 
consulted with Cardinal Manning with regard to his conduct 

mmors. One a 
young manwho was age seventeen at the time the alleged abuse began in 1979. Thus, he was not a minor 
at canon law, though he was a minor at civil law. The other complaint involves abuse allegedly beginning 
when the youth was age eleven, and thus a minor at both canon law and civil law. 

We seek authorization to conduct. an ecclesiastical penalty trial to assess the charges against Father Cronin 
and, if he is found guilty of abusive conduct with the minor, to impose the penalty of dismissal from the 
clerical state on Father Cronin. 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeies 

Reverend Sean Cronin 
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
18405 Superior Street 
Northridge, CA 91325-1798 

Dear Father Cronin: 

Office of 

Vicar for Oergy 
(Z 13) 637-7284 

July 13, 2004 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

··' . 

fiL_E 

Los Angeles 

California 
90Ql0-!102 

tet me begin by assuring you of my prayers in this. difficult time. Jf'I can be of service to you, 
please let me know. 

This letter is to confirm in writing the essential content of our meeting today. I indicated to you 
that, since the :filing of the two lawsuits alleging sexual abuse of minors on your part, a 
preliminary' investigation was initiated :in -accord with canon 1717. I explamed that, in the course 
of this investigation, a canonical auditor has been able to interview the two plaintiffs and has . 
conducted further investigations. I also explained that the canonical auditor very much wishes to 
have an opportunity to interview you about these allegations. You are welcome to have a 
canonical advisor present at that interview. We hope to be able to schedule a day and time for 
that :interview as soon as reasonably possible. 

Second, I indicated that the Clergy :rv.:risconduct Oversight Board has several times examined the 
allegations brought against you: Initially, the Board recommended you be maintained in :ministry 
as the investigation commenced. In its most recent review, the Board recommended that the 
investigation had prqgressed to a point where it was now appropriate to place you on . 
administrative leave. Cardinal Mahony has approved the Board's recommendatiqn. The leave 
became effective on this date at the time I personally notified you. 

·. 
Please n:ote that being placed on administrative leave does not involve ai:J.y :final judgment on our 
part that the allegations are true or false. It does reflect the fact that, as a result of the progress of 
the prelirrrinary investigation, a formal canonical proc~ss is warranted. After you have the 
opportunity to be interviewed, the Cardinal will remand tb.is matter to the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith as required by the Apostolic Letter Sacrmentorum sanctitatis tutela. 
Administrative leave is a step taken tci protect both you and others as the canonical process 
unfolds and leads to a :final determination. 

During this time ofleave, I direct that you engage in no public :q:llnistrywithout my specific 
authorization or that of the Cardinal. I hereby issue the warning of canon 1347 to :in:torm you that 
any violation of this prohibition would render you liable to canonical penalties. 

RCALA 001899 
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During your administrative leave~ you are to leave your residence at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
as soon as reasonably possible and take up residence in a place we mutually agree upon. During 
your leave, your· salary and benefits Will be paid by the Archdiocese of Los Angeles; ·The 
Archdiocese will also reimbmse you for the reasonable expenses of a canonical advocate. 

During this traumatic time, let me ;renew my invitation to make use of one of our counselors to 
assist you .in dealing with the stresses and tensions that being on a leave necessarily entails. 

Again, please know that you a.r;e in my prayers. May the Lord guide and strengthen you with the 
blessings you need! 

Yours in Christ, 

/) !.1 " LA /{! . ..) /: G~ 
• • .t' 

Mo · , Crru.g A Cox, J.C,P. 
~ orClergy . · · · 
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. TO: File 

FROM: Monsignor Craig A. Cox.. 

RE: Reverend Sean Cronin 

DATE: 14 July2004 

Last night I spoke with Father Cronin and placed him on administrative leave. 

He mentioned that be had agreed to do a funeral on Friday morning for a family that specifically 
asked f01 him. The Pastor is on vacation and the Associate just arrived in the :parish." For Father 
Cronin not to do this funeral would cause distress and raise questions. He asked about ' 
authorization to do fu.at funeral. 

I indicated that I understood the situation. and that I did not want rumors circulating in the parish · 
before we make our weekend announcements.· I told him I would consult. 

I phoned by Cardinal Mahony and Both agreed with ~e th-atitwas-appropriate to 
authorize Father Cronin to handle the funeral liturgies. I informed Father Cronin of this by 
:phone this morrring. · · 

CCI 006440 
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TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

DATE: 

MEMORANDUN1 

Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 

~ • • I • : 

Recommendation of the Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board 
Reverend Sean Cronin (CMOB 067-01) 

29 June 2004 

------~-------~------------------------------------

The Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board discussed the case ofFather Sean Cronin on June 23, 
2004. 

.R.WACT£1) 

In late 2002 and early 2003, Father Cronin's name emerged on a list of alleged abusers pro.vided 
by the plaintiffs' attorneys. Two individuals were listed as plamtiffs .. The brief summaries on 
the .list indicated that one of the young men ~aS alleging serious ~buse over a 
penod of many years(- With the assignment ofFatb.et Cromn to St. 
Genevieve. The other complainant alleged less egregious but still abusive 
activities fro~ 1979-198.2, beginni11g at ·When informed that these hvq individuals 
were prospective plaintiffs, Father Cronin denied any misconduct. That denial was reiterated in a 
letter from ~ather Cronin's attorney, in December of2003. 

In December of 2003, lawsuits were filed by the two men. The information in the lawsuits was 
sketchy in nature. In December 2003 and January 2004, one of our canonical auditors conducted 
some investigatl.ons. Announcements were made 'at Father Cronin's parish on the w~ekend of 
January 31- February 1, 2004, informing the people thp.t ~e had been accttsed by two 
individuals. · 

On April16, 2004,~canonical auditor, 41-terviewed ~He descnbed a 
lengthy period of contact with Father Cronin that began in counseling, and involved grooming 
behaviors, including being provided with alcohol, raising sexual topics in conversations, and 
taking him to a movie that involved scenes ofhomosexual activity. According to Mr . 
•••• ,, Fr. Cronin woul9- gaze into his eyes and kiss him on the cheek. Eventually he claims 
that Father Cronin kissed him on the mouth, though without using his tongue. Tvrr. ~ 

RCALA 001902 
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Mem·orandum Regarding Fr. Sean Cronin 
Pagel 

claims that finally, on one occasion, Fr. Cronin asked to see his penis. Apparently in an earlier 
conversation Mr.-ad told Fr. Cronin he had a birthmark there. Mr~ did 
not comply with ~and asked Fr. Cronin to take him home-immediately, which he did. 
This severed the relationship. 

,_followed up leads based on. the statement of~ut the only sort of 
. corroborating information he could obtain wer~·ver:i.fications that Fr. Cronin and­
had spent a lot oftime together. 

~ted e~forts; we have not obtained the writte~ q:uestioiihaire from the other plaintiff: 
~r his wntten statement as part of the mediation process. 

The members of the Board discussed Fr. Cronin's case at length. Other means to try to 
corroborate the claims of~were considered but offer little prospect of success. If 
the claims ofMr.~e accurate, most of what he described consists of unprofessional · 
behavior on the part ofFr, Cronin and a pattern of regular and serious crossing ofboundaries. A 
few tbfugs, such as the reguest that the young man exhibit his genitals and the unsolicited kiss on 
the lips, even though not ''French kissing," cross over the line into abuse. Also, while providing 
alcohol to a minor is not sexual misconduct per se; it is a violation of the law and is the kind of 
activity-that accompanies "grooming." 

:.;::::~~~~~~~~~~ However, it appears to the 
~~~~~~~~~The claims he malces are "restrained." If 

he was ron•,.,..rT,~C' he could have claimed far more egregious activity. His 
allegations together with Fr. Cronin's subsequent boundary violations at Mai.-ymount and his 
difficulties with alcohol were all considered and contribute to the following" recommendations: 

cc: 

;ii, 

That Father Cronin be invited to meet with the canonical auditor and Vicar for Clergy to 
be confronted and questioned and given the opportunity·to tespond. 

That unless Fr. Cronin's statement produces information which, in my 
judgment, require further immediate investigation and/or consideration by the Board, that 
he be placed on administrative leave while the investigatio:q continues. In accord with 
policy, an announcement would be made at Fr. Cronin's par,isp.. · _ .. 

That a report on the interview with Fr. Cronin be made at the next CMOB meeting. 

That further efforts be made to interview 

Monsignor Craig A. Cox 
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To: REDACTED 
REDACTED 

From: 

MEMORANDU1\1 

Date: Wednesday, November 17; 1999 

Re: Father. Sean Cronin 

~O~JFtDENTIAL 

. Fa~er Cro~ is coming to see you. I believe your appointment is November 22. 

REDACTED 

,1> . . ~. 

REDACTED REDACTED 
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ROCHESTER TREATMENT 
CENTER 

4800 -48th Street, N.E. 
P.O. Box954 

Rochester, MN 55903 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

e~pr!!<::s!.., ;: :-.-::: :'"' :1 !::~ t::·.: Y. :: ~:::;. .. --- ~ :-•• ;· : :=·. _. · - :-~ .. - .. -~--2:!5 
eras :.~~~~:-:.·.~::2' :·:..:.:::. ·- · ·: _ •.. _ r- .. _ 

: .. : :::;,. _____ --· :.. . . . ·::.e. 

March 8, 2002 
!;':;~~:~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~ .0~:~~~ ~~~~~~~sicn ·~ c:>.i·:c_::~ ;~.:-~_::£;~ 

His Eminence Roger Cardinal Mahoney 
3424 Wilshire Blvd 
Los Angeles, CA 90010 

Confidential 
Re: Reverend Sean Cronin 

Your Eminence: 

We are pleased to r~port that Father Sean Cronin ;has satisfactorily completed the third 
and final phase of his recovery program at Gu,est House, February 25 to 28, 2002. 
During his fonnal treatment and Continuing Care, we have witnessed the emergence of 
a dedicated priest who is committed to the goal oflong-term quality sobriety. 

The primary focus of Father Cronin's Continuing Care week was on-reviewing and 
revising his Continuing Care Plan. He had individual and group sessions with the 
therapy. staff: attended a minimum of one AA meeting, and paiticipated in group with 
Guest House primary clients. This afforded Father the ability to· talk about the 
challenges and rewards ofhis recovery, He also participated in a gr?UP on spirituality. 

Father Cronin reports abstinence since discharge and attendance at AA meetings on a 
weekly basis. He does have a sponsor who he sees on a ·regular basis. He is also 
attending priests' meetings within the Archdiocese. 

Physically, Father is in overal~ good physical health and is following up with his 
physician on a regular basis. He appears to be very grateful for sobriety, and he is 
utilizing the tools of recovery. Overallj I am very pleased with the progress Father 
Cronin has made. · 

I have enclosed a copy ofhis Continuing Care Plan for your review, as you can see. it is 
very comprehensive. While this concludes om formal interaction with Father Cronin, 
we hope he will stay in touch with us as a part of his ongoing recovery. By copy of 
tbis letter, we re::rJnd Father ofEs commitment to sobriety and recavery. 

Your Eminence, thank you for your ongoing support of Father Cronin and the Guest 
House mission. If you have any questions regarding-this correspondence or any other 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact me. · · 

Respectfully yours, 

J1VIR/dl~· 

Reverend Sean Cronin 
File 

. : . .··.: . : . ~:·. : 

RECET'\.TTI'D 
_. .!!., t.i J...:F.LJ i 

. . :! . . .. ; 

MAR 2 J 700?... . I 

!BY: . I 
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. REDACTED 

From: REDACTED 

Sent: Friday, May 24,200211:02 PM 

To: REDACTED 

Subject: Misconduct 

DearREDACTED 

. --·-----·-·· --·---

.Page 1 of I 

4&rcx_ 

..:;1r:< ;r 

I have often pondered if I should have reported what I felt was miscondu<:;t by a priest before now. I only. 
did not do so for the protection of the priest and the church. I often felt that maybe I was somehow 
responsible for his behavior towards me. I befriended the priest in question. when I was a senior in high 
school. I was going through a difficult time coming to tepns with the divorce of my parents and the 
early symptoms of substance abuse. The priest in question began helping me .and meeting with me on a 
regular basis to talk about my problems and God. He ·would pick me up at my parents house on a weekly 
basis and we would go to dinner, where we drank alcohol, and then return to his residence to talk. 
Again, he always served me and himself alcohol. Our ·sessions often turned_ to discussions abeut sex. I 
remember bim being very interested in the subject At the end of our meeting we would hug. He then 
started kissing me on the lips. I was startled. He told me that in european cultures this was acceptable. 
between men. He was Irish. He once took me to A Dutch filin that dealt with a young man who was 
confronting his homosexuality. He felt that it was a~ I should see. It did hav~ sexual content with gay 
sex. The final incident for me was when I had told him that I had a birthm?Tk on my_ penis. One night he 
asked if he could see it I be.came angry and told him I never wanted to see him again. I was cru.Shed. I 
felt that I had caused this. He betrayed my trust I honestly feel that this would have and could h"!-ve 

·developed into a more serious situation had I had not put an end to it. It's impprtant to.note that this all 
began when I was 17 and ended when I was 18. What do you think,??? 

REDACTED 

--· -----· -··----
Chat with friends online, try MSN Messenger: Click Here 

tr' 

~·J~~--·.:_ 
~­

'j/'v-> 
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Archdiocese of los Angeles 

Office of the 
Vicar for Canonical Services 
Phone (213) 637-7888 
Fax: (213) 637-6888 

342.4 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

PERSONAL .AJ.'ID CONFJ])ENTIAL 

30 January 2006 

The Most Reverend Diarmuid Martin 
Archbishop of publin 
Archbishop's House 
Drumcondra 
Dublllr9 
IRELAND 

Your Grace, 

Los Angeles 
. Callfurnla 

90010-22.02 

· ·J am writing in the name of Cardinal Roger Michael Mahony, Archbishop of Los 
Angeles, to request information concerning the Reverend Sean Cronin. 

Although ordained a priest for the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, Father Cronin 
was originally ordained as a deacon for the Archdiocese of Dublin on 7 October 1967. 
After his ordination to the diaconate, the Seminary Council evidently judged. Cronin to be 
unfit for promotion to priesthood and he subsequently served for a tin:J.e as a missionary 
in Africa. · It was there that he met the former Archbishop of Los Angeles, Cardinal. 
Timothy Manning, and was invited to serve in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. He came 
to Los .Angeles as a deacon in 1972, was incard:4lated, and was then ordained to the 
priesthood in 1973. 

In 2003, two lawsuits were ·filed against the Archdiocese in conjunction with ac­
cusations advanced by two different men W~o claimed that Father Cronin had sexually 
abused them when they were minors. An initial evaluation of these allegations found 
them. to have the semblance of truth, wherefore the Archdiocese began a preliminary in­
vestigation and placed Father Cronin on administrative leave pending a fmal resolution of 
the matter. In accordance with the requirements of the Motu Proprio Sacramentorum 
Sanctitatis Tutela, a full report of these accusations, including the results of the ensuing 
preliminary investigation, was sent to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 
which, on 12 November 2005, granted authorization for the Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
to initiate a penal process against Father Cronin. 

Pastoral Regions: Our lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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The information I am now seeking from Your Grace is that relative to the decision 
of the Seminary Council judging Cronin unfit for ordination to the priesthood. Sped.fi­
cally, if that judgment was in any way based on inappropriate sexual behavior on the part 
of Cronin, I would respectfully request a complete report of this, as this will be most 
helpful in providing the Court with more compiete information and evidence regarding 
the matter that will soon be brought before it for adjudication. . 

Thanking you for your kind assistance in this matter, and looking forward to hear­
Jng_from y-ou at your earliest convenience, I remain 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 

RCALA 001909 
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Archdiocese of Los Ange!es 

Reverend Sean Cronin 
c/o Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
18405 Superior Street 
Northridge, CA 91325 

Dear Father Cronin: 

Office of 
VIcar for Oergy 
(213j 637-7284 

May 13,2006 

Personal and Confidential 

3424 
W:ishlre 
Sou!:-Jr.rd 

Los .!vlgele; 
Callfornl<. 
90010-2202 

This is to confirm my receipt of your letter, dated 14 April 2006 responding to niy earlier letter of 
13 March 2006. · 

You expressed your desire to have the opening of the canoill,cal trial regarding the allegations . 
made against you deferred until the civil lawsuits have been concluded. We will respect this 
request and place the matter on hold, informing the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith of 
this fact.· Once the lawsuits are settled or resolved by civil trial, we will then initiate tl:ie 
canonical proceeding. 

This is also to confirm that we have received your Mandate appointing Mr. 
J.C.D., J.D. to represent you in any canonical proceeding. 

As you may know, I will be completing my term of service as Vicar for Clergy at the end o:f June. 
Subsequent to that date, please feel free to contact Monsignor Gabriel Gonzales who will assume 
the responsibility of Vicar for Clergy.in July. 

May the grace and peace of Jesus Risen fill you in this Easter season! 

Yours in Christ, 

cc: Charles G. Renati, J.C.D., J.D. 

Pc..stor.:=J R~gicn.s: Our ~dy -of the Angels Sc.n Fernando Sa:1 Gabrie! San Pedro Santa 3arba;:-a 
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MANDATE 

Pursuant to Canon 14R1 ofthf~ roil?. ofr~nnn T.!'ITXr T l{EVEREND 
SEAN CRONIN, hereby appoint REDACTED to represent me as 
my canonical counsel, Advocate and Procurator in all matters pertaining to my canonical · 
status and position in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, California and to any 
investigation, legal process or other action of any kind involving allegations of sexual 
abuse brought ~aainst :rp.e, including any recour.':!e taken from any such process or action. 

Dated: April 5, 2006 

Reverend Sean Cronm 

I hereby accept the appointment set forth in the above Mandate of Reverend Sean Cronin. 

n!'ltP.ri. .6. nnl " ')()()f:: 

REDACTED 
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Cox, Msgr. Craig A. 

From: 

. Sent: Friday, March 12,2004 6:41AM 

To: Cox, Msgr. Craig A. 

Subject: Fwd: My pain 

Forward this to Father Sean Cronin. 

Date: Fri, 12 Mar 2004 06:23:49 -0800 (PST) 
From. 
Subject: 
To: 

Father Cronin, 

Page 1 of2 

wrote: 

I can only imagine the pain and disappointment your other victim from St. Genevieve's :pmst be 
going through. Let me tell you about mine. 

I warned you twenty four years ago to stay away from me. Remember that phone call ??? I also 
told you that you were very lucky I didn't go to my father, the church, or the police. You took 
advantage of my trust in you at a time when I was very vulnerable. You knew the circumstances 
surrounding my profound sadness from my parents divorce and the confusion I felt. I came to 
you for spiritual guidance and support. That's .what my father always told me to do. He told me I 
could and should go to a priest. 

Y au kriow what happened. You know that you were grooming me for sex. 

Let me refresh your memory. Remember the dinners at the Azteca Restaurant ??? Remember 
ordering drinks for both of us ??? Remember kissing me on the lips and telling me that it wasn't 
unusual behavior with men in European cultures ??? Remember asking me about how often I 
mastUrbated ??? Remember telling me that you als9 masturbated ???.Remember the foreign film 
that we saw together in Santa Monica that you insisted I see ??? Remember the homosexual sex 
scenes ??? Remember how interested you were in my sex life with my girlfriend ??? Remember 
telling me that I shouldn't tell anybody else what we talk·about ??? That they might not 
understand ??? Remember the Cognac we drank together at your residence ??? Remember 
asking to see the birthmark on my penis ??? Remenil?er, remember, remember ! ! ! 

Father Cronin, my memory is very clear. How's yours ??? 

Y au can imagine how devastated I was when I read you had denied the allegations. Do you 
realize what that's done to me ??? Do you realize what it's dcine to my wife and children ??? 
Yes, I have two absolutely beautiful children who wonder why their father is so sad. They 
wonder why their father has become so angry. They wonder why he can't sleep at night. They 
wonder, Father Cronin, they wonder. 

You owe it to me, my children, the church and yourself to tell the truth. Stop being the source of 
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so many people's pain. You are an extremely selfish man. You're only :interested :in saving 
yourself and yam reputation. 

God will be your judge, Father Cron:in. You must save yourself. 

Tell your attorney no more denials. No more lying. No more hurting. 

Please. 

Do you Y ab.oo !? 
Yahoo! Search- Find what you're looking for faster. 

Do youYab.oo!? 
Yahoo! Search- Find what you're looking for faster . 

.. ~· 
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Notes on the meeting of:REDACTED . 
with REDACTED Vicar for Clergy Office -10/7/1999 -10:30 AM 
concerning Father Sean Cronin 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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An:hdlacese of Los Angeles 

Reverend Sean Cronin 
Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque Church 
25511 Eshelinan Avenue 

· Lomiti, CA 90717-1827 

Dear Father Gronbl, 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

PAX! REDACTED 
REDACT L-1-' 

REDACTED 

October 19, 1999 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

los Angeles 
California 
90010-2241 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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RCALA 001917 

MEMORANDUM 
REDACTED 

To: 

From: REDACTED 

Date: Thursday, October 14, 1999 

Re: Father Sean Cronin 
REDACTED 
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7/1177 

7/10179 

10/8/82 

1/11/84 

7/6/88 

1991-92 

9/23/99 

10/6/99 

PROFFER RE FATHER SEAN CRONIN 

Ltr from pastor at St. Andrews to Archbishop that Archbishop had 
asked pastor about the question of reference to Cronin~s association 
with in his room. Pastor indicates it is a matter of doubt. 
Cronin assigned to St. Monica Church, Santa Monica, and assigned to · 
teach full time at St. Monica School. · 
Cronin assigned to teach at St. Michael High School, Los Angeles, and 
to live at St. Michael's Church with faculties as an associate. 
Cronin appointed to be in residence at St. Helen Church, So~th Gate, 
with faculties as an associate. 
Cardinal Manning grants permission for Cronin to join the faculty of 

· Palos Verdes. 
Cronin assign eel to faculty of Marymount .C9llege and gr~ted facuJties 
of an Associate at Holy Trinity. Placed in residence at St. Peter and 
Paul Church, 
Cronin placed in residence at St. Margaret Mary, Lomita. Continues to 
teach at 
Cronin on Sabbatical at Oxford University, England. Subsequently 
reblrnsto at 
Memo from the president of College that he had reported 
to a regional bishop that a student (adult mal- had reported 
inappropriate conversation by Cronin who had apparently been 
drinking. No allegation of sexual contact. Allegations in the nature of 

harassment. 
Memo of Vicar for Clergy of his interview of two additional 
Marymount College students (male adults~ who 
reported inappropriate conversation and be~rrln. No 
allt;;gations of sexual contact. Allegations are in the nature of sexual 
harassment. 

.: 29-
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'·: ., 

1017/99 Notes ofmeetin of Vicar for Clergy, the president of Marymount 
College, and described an incident with Father Cronin.' · 
There was no sexual contact involved and. was an adult at th~ 
time of the incident. 

10/19/99 Ltr from Vicar for Clergy to Cronin requesting that he be given a 
psychotherapeutic evaluation, participate in counseling ·on. boundary 
issues,, participate in outpatient therapy and that he would be 
reassigned to a new ministry. 

10/19/99 Telecon of Vicar for Clergy and president of Marymount College re 
-(an adult) 

10/19/99 Email from Staff psychologist in Vicar for Clergy's Office to Vicar for 
Clergy confirming that college was ministering to two students. Both 
of these students were adults at all relevant times. 

11/5/99 Letter from attorney fo~ Archdiocese tl? Father Cronin's civil attorney 
·concerning the transfer of Father Cronin at the end of the'schoql year .. 
This does not relate to childhood sexual abuse. .. 

117/00 Memo from Vicar for Clergy to Archbishop that new concerns about 
Father Cronin's drinking had arisen. 

2/10/00- Fr. Cronin undergoes in-patient treatment for alcoholism at Gue~t 
9/30/00 House in Rochester, Minnesota. 
10/1/00 Cronin assigned to Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Northridge. 
2/12-16/01 Cronin participates in aftercare. program at Guest House ih Rochester, 

Iv.IN. 
9/10-14/01 Cronin participates in aftercare program at Guest House in Roc;:hester, 

MN. 
2/25-28/02 Cronin participates in aftercare program at Guest House in Rochester, 

MN. -
117/03 Memo from Vicar for Clergy to· file that he had advised Fr. Cronin that 

his name had appeared on a list of alleged perpetrators of sexual 
misconduct with minors prepared by attorneys for prospective 
plaintiffs. The misconduct allegedly occurred while Cronin was 
assigned to St .. Genevieve's from.l973-75. 

·_ 30,.. 
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REDACTED 

From: 
~ent: 
. Jro: 

Subject: 

Iiear REDACTED 

REDACTED 
Wednesday, May 29,200211:24 PM 

REDACTED 
Misconduct 

Thank you for getting back to me. I've forwarded my allegations to Detective 
REDACTED J as you·suggested. I would rather not make this a-police matter .. 
I certainly would not any legal action taken against this man because I 
honestly feel this is a matter for the church and he sho~ld be diciplined 
accordingly. The misconduct occured ~0 years ago and has been a burden for 
me. I'm very concerned for my privacy and certainly would not want my family 
involved in any way. If I was to go forward with a police report, what would 
happen to the priest in question ??? 

REDACTED 

Chat with friends online, try MSN Messenger: http://messenger.msn.com 

) 

. 1 
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Archdlocese of los Angeles 

Memo 
Feb_ 1 o. 2000 
To: REDACTED 
From:REQACT~D 
Re: Father Sean Cronin 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 
Cc: 

REDACTED 

- ../ 

Substance Abuse MinistJy 
Office (213) 637-7644 
~esldence (213) 213-8082 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2241 

· ..... 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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To: REDACTED 
REDACTED 

From: 

MEMORANDUM 

Date: Friday, January 07,2000 

Re: Father Sean Cronin 

REDACTED 
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Notes ·on the phone conversation ofREDACTED 
witbREDACTE_D -10n/1999- approx. 10:00 AM 
concerning Father Sean Cronin 
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To: 

From: 

Legal File 

REDACTED 
Subject: 

Date: 

Complaint regarding Fr. Sean 

September 21, 1999 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

RFnM:TFn 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

MEMO 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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OFFICE OF ASSISTANCE MINISTRY 

TO: 

FROM: 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 
Coordinator 

RE: REDACTED 

DATE;.: May3, 2004 

Thank you for agreeing to provide service to the above-named individual. I am enclosing 
the following: Archdiocesan Guidelines for Pastoral Outreach to Victim-Survivors of 
Clergy Sexual Misconduct, Survivors of Clergy Abuse Initial Treatment Plan, Patient 
Release F~rm. and the Psychotherape~c Service Provider J,nformation Form. 

So that my Office can monitor the progress of those we refer for counseling, we ask that 
you please cooperate with the following: 

1. Initial Treatment Plan: 

Please complete and return the attached form by the third visit. It has been 
designed for efficient time Irl:anagement. Remember to include a copy of your 
Release ofTnformation form for our records. 

2. Progress Reports: 

We require you to complete progress reports every ten sessions. My Office wm 
send you a short form for this ptrrpos~. when it is time for a progress report 

3. Final Summary Report: 

This form will be sent to you when you notify my Office you are planning to 
tenri.inate treatment. 

4. Con(identialitv: 

We understand the i.inportance of confidentiality ·if you are to develop and 
maintain a healthy alliance >vith your patients. However, I do ask that you: 
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Memorandum to 
Date May 3, 2004 
Page 2 · 

·< '· ·,. 

A. Focus treatment on dealing with recovety from the clergy abuse; 

B. Notify me if you need a Child Abuse Rreport or a Duty to W am Report; 

C. Notify me if suicide potential is a serious concern; 

D. Keep me infonned of any important problems as they arise. 
·: ~ ~ .. ··-

5. Reimbursement [or Services; 

The agreed fee for services will be determined between the Assistance Ministry Office 
Coordinator and the therapist regarding the partic'ular client. We do not assume 
responsibility for payment for late cancellations or "no shows" for appointments. Anv 

· billing (or tlzese situations should be made to tltg individual in therapy. Please include 
your Social Security number or Ta.x LD.# on the bill, and send it in a timely manner to. my 
office. 

Please enclose a copy ofyou;r curriculum vita, copy of your license, and current 
malpractice insurance. 

. REDACTED 
If you have questions, I can be reached 1 

I look forward to working with you. · 

Enclosures ( 4) 
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FILE OR CAS:£# __ _,tl:::::...~_..::_ ___ - __ 

REDACTED 

SURVIVOR . 

I':TTRVlVOR THERAPY RECORD 

REDACTED 

~HERAPIST 

'·. 

DATE INITIAL MEMO AND TREATIY1ENT PLAN SENT:· 5- 3 - o <-/ .. 
DATE INITIAL TREATtvfENT PLAN A,ND RELEASE RECEIVED =6_-_,_(_--=c_t{l-----':----­

START THERAPIST PROGRESS REPORTS DATE 

PROGRESSREPORT#IREQUESTSENT <i- 3l-o I RECEIVED /o-- ;J.-o y 
} r 

PROGRESSREPORT#2REQUESTSENT RECEIVED 

PROGRESSREPORT#3REQUESTSENT RECEIVED 

PROGRESSREPORT#4REQUESTSENT RECEIVED 
~-=~. 

PROGRESSREPORT#5REQUESTSENT RECEIVED. 

PROGRESSREPORT#6REQUESTSENT "RECEIVED 

FINAL SUMMARY REQUEST SENT RECEIVED -----

· SURVIVOREVALUATIONREQUEST SENT 
--'----

RECEIVED 

Therapist Address: 

RCALA 001927 
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Dear .. 

I know that Msgr. Cox left for his annual retreat and is out of the office now. I have no. 
knowledge of any of the priests process. · 

~':~ted to let ~t I hope you got started wi~in ~erapy. Let me know 
1f1t"s helpful. ~ · . · 

I'm forwarding your message to Assistance Minister ••••• lwith-a-cop}Lto­
Msgr. Cox's office. I'm praying for everyone involved. •j 

From 
Sent: 

. To: Webmaster 
Please forward this to somebody who cares. 

Dear Msgr. Cox, 

As you probably already kno.w, I met with- the 
Special Investigator. I came to Los Angeles at my ovv11 time.and 
expense to meet with hlm. I did what you asked me to do. I feel 
it's only fair that you tell me what has been done about Sean 
Cronin. %at was the result of the investigation??? Is Sean 
Cronin going to be removed or has he been removed ??? Is the 
Archdiocese going to honor the " Zero Tolerance " policy 77? 

Healing also begins with co.in.D:iunication Msgr. Please give me an 
answer. I deserve that much. Please let me know. 

-Thankyou. 

98007 
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REDACTED 

INVESTIGATIVE REPORT 
OF SEXUAL ABUSE ALLEGATIONS 
AGAINST FATHER SEAN CRONIN 

.• . ~ .. 
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Office of the 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
VIcar for Canonical Services 
Phone: (Z 13) 637-7888 
Fax: {213) 637-6888 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

PERSONAL AND CON]1DENTIAL 

3 0 January 2006 

The Most Reverend Diannuid Martin 
Archbishop of Dublin 
Archbishop's House 
Drumcondra 
Dublin 9 
IRELAND 

Your· Grace, 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2202 

I am writing in the name of Cardinal Roger Michael Mahony, Archbishop of Los 
Angeles, to request- information concerning the Reverend Sean Cronin. 

Althougli ordained a priest for the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, Father Cronin 
was originally ordained as a deacon for the Archdiocese of Dublin on 7 October 1967. 
After his ordination to the diaconate, the Seminary Council evidently judged Cronin to be 
unfit for promotion to priesthood and he subsequently served for a time as a missionary 
in Africa. It was there that he met the foni:ter Archbishop of Los Angeles, Cardinal. 
Timothy Manning, and was invited to serve in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. He came 
to Los Angeles as a deacon in 1972, was incardinated, and was then ordained to the 
priesthood in 1973. 

In 2003, two. lawsuits were filed against the Archdic5008e in conjunction with ac­
cusations advanced by two different men who claimed that Father Cronin had sexually 
abused them when they were minors. An "initial evaluation of these allegations found 
them to have the semblance of truth, wherefore the Archdioce~e began a preliminary in­
vestigation and placed Father Cronin on administrative leave pending ~ fmal resolution of 
the matter. In accordance with the requirements of the Motu Proprio Sacramentorum 
Sanctitatis Tutela, a full report of these accusations, including the results of the ensuing 
preliminary investigation, was sent to the Congregation for the Doctrine ofthe Faith, 
which, on 12 November 2005, granted authorization for the Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
to initiate a penal process against Father Cronin. 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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The information I am now seeking from Your Grace is that relative to the decision 
of the Seminary Council judging Cronin unfit for ordination to the priesthood. Specifi­
cally, if that judgment was in any way based on inappropriate sexual behavior on the part 
of Cronin, I would respectfully request a complete report of this, as tl:iis will be most 
helpful in providing the Court with more complete information and evidence regarding 
the matter that will soon be brought before it for adjudication. . 

Thanking you for your kind assistance in this matter, and looking forward to hear­
-ing-from yeu at your earliest convenience, I remain 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 
REDACTED 
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DIA.F---fV\UlD Jv1.AR.tlN 
AR-CHBISHOP OF DUBLIN 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 

Los Angeles CA 90010-2202 
United States of America 

Dear 

24th February 2006 

I refer to your letter of 30th January concerning the Reverend Sean 
Cronin 1 a former seminarian for the diocese of Dublin/ ordained deacon in 
19671 who was asked to leave the diocesan seminary in 1968. He was 
later ordained for the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 

Father Cronin was asked to leave the seminary because of a 
complaint made by a fellow student - now _ordained - of homosexual 
advances. The decision of the College Council to dismiss him because of 
"grave fear of homosexual tendencies'' was unanimous. 

- The seminary records show that doubts had been ·expressed at 
various stages of Father Cronin's time in the seminary. In 1966 he was 
sent for assessment by a Psychiatrist. The following comments from the 
result of the assessment may be of interest" "He is a rather vulnerable 
personality"; "his rather effeminate manner could be a cause of concern" 
"I went as thoroughly as I could into his sexual orientation at a single 
interview and I am reasonably sure that he is heterosexual" "On the basis 
of my examination I could not find any psychiatric reason for advising him 
not to proceed to the priesthood". 

In the months succeeding his dismissal 1 approaches were made to 
the Archdiocese of Dublin by the Bishop of Eldoret (Kenya) 1 the 
Archbishop of Southwark (England) 1 the Bishop of Leeds (England) the 
Bishop of Fresno (Bishop Timothy Manning 1 26th August 1968) as well as 
by a number of intermediaries. . The replies of my predecessor 
Archbishop McQuaid were unambiguous: "not one hope of ever being 
received by a Bishop", "I could not in conscience agree to his being 
advanced to the priesthood", "I cannot give a 'nihil obstat' for. his entry 
into any diocese11

• 

Archbishop Dermot Ryan succeeded Archbishop McQuaid in 1972 
and almost immediately received a request to release Sean Cronin for 
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incardination into the diocese of Los Angeles. From the correspondence it 
would appear that some members of the College Council had in the 
meantime had some doubts about their earlier decision. The matter was 
put again to the College Council and the following recommendation was 
sent to. the Archbishop "It is the recommendation of the Council that Sean 
Cronin be granted excardination from the diocese. The responsibility for 
ordaining him will rest on the Bishop who accepts him". 

The reason for the change of opinion was due to the fact that the 
seminarian who had made the complaint had later accused another person 
of homosexual behaviour and this accusation was felt to be unfounded. I 
must add that Archbishop McQuaid was aware of this change of view yet 
still refused to change his adamant position that Sean Cronin should not 
be advanced to ordination. 

I knew Sean Cronin personally being just one year behind him in 
the seminary. I also know the priest who had accused him and I have 
spoken to him again in these days and he categorically repeats the 
allegation. {J{~a~.e"\,~~reason to doubt him. 

The file of Sean Cronin shows that he put enormous pressure on a 
wide range of persons to have him accepted in another diocese, even as 
Archbishop McQuaid consistently told him that he would · not be 
recommended. To my· knowledge, Archbishop Ryan, as opposed to 
Archbishop McQuaid, did not know Sean Cronin personally and may have 
benignly conceded to the pressure of requests orchestrated by Father 
Cronin. 

I hope that this information is of use to you and I remain at your 
service for any other help. I can provide 

Yours very sincerely 

;.f~~~, 
Diarmuid Martin 

Archbishop of Dublin 

RCALA 001934 

CCI 006705 



Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

Office of the 
VIcar for Canonical Services 
Phone: (213) 637-7883 
fa:<: (213) 63 7-6883 

3424 
Wllst-Jre 
Boulevard 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 

7 March2006 

The Most Reverend Diarmuid Martin 
Archbishop ofDublin 
Archbishop's House 
Drumcondra 
Dublin 9 
IRELAND 

Your Grace, 

Los Angels 
California 
90010-2202 

I wish to aclmowledge receipt of your kind letter of 24 February last, re­
sponding to my query concerning the Reverend Sean Cronin. 

The information which you provided will prove most useful in the canoni­
cal process that will soon be undertaken with regard to Father Cronin, and I thank 
you for both the promptness and the completeness of your reply. I am also grate­

. ful for your offer of further assistance should the need arise, although - and I am 
happy to say - it is not foreseen that any further information will be necessary. 

Thanking you once more for your kind assistance in this delicate matter, 
and assuring you of my prayerful good wishes, I remain 

Pastoral Regicns: Our lady of the Angels San Ferr.andc San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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Archdiocese of los Angeles 

Reverend Sean Cronin 
c/o Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
18405 Superior Street 
Northridge, CA 91325 

Dear .Father Cronin: 

Office of 
Vlcar for Clergy 
{213) 637-7284 

May 13,2006 

Personal and Confidential 

3~24 

Wlishlre 
Bou!E:'Jard 

Los Angeles 
Callfornla 
90010-2202 

This is to corifi.rm my receipt of your letter, dated 14 April 2006 responding to niy earlier letter of 
13 March 2006. · 

You expressed your desire to have the opening of the canoni_cal trial regarding the allegations 
made against you deferred until the civil lawsuits have been concluded. We will respect this 
request and place the matter on hold, informing the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith· of 
this fact. Once the lawsuits are settled or resolved by civil trial, we will then initiate the 
canonical proceeding. 

This is also to confmn that we have received your Mandate aPlJOintrng~ 
-to represent you in any canonical proceeding. 

As you may know, I will be completing my term ofservice as Vicar for Clergy at the end of June. 
Subsequent to that date, please feel free to contact Monsignor Gabriel Gonzales who will assume 
the responsibility of Vicar for Clergy.in July. 

May the grace and peace of Jesus Risen fill you in this Easter season! 

Yours in Christ, 
/] < /'. //.- ;·0 /'' "' I !... r.' /" . ( . 

~--;> ~ ----r--r-
M~ Craig A. Cov,'J.C.D. 
V~Clergy 1 

...... ,_ .. 

cc: 

P<.stor;;oJ ~egior-.s: Our Lc.dy uf the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Baibara 

RCALA 001936 

CCI 006707 



RECEI\TED 

. APR ::;, 4 :~nos 

BY: 
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MANDATE 

Pursuant to Canon 1481 of the Code of Canon Law. I. REVEREND 
SEAN CRONIN, hereby appoint HEDACTED to represent me as 
my canonical counsel, Advocate ana Yrocurator m au matters pertammg to my canonical 
status and position in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, California and to any 
investigation, legal process or other action of any kind involving allegations of sexual 
abuse brought against me, including any recourse taken from any such process or action. 

Dated: AprilS, 2006 

Reverend Sean Cronm 

I hereby accept the appointment set forth in the above Mandate of Reverend Sean Cronin. 

Dated: Aoril 5. 2006 
REDACTED 

RCALA 001938 

CCI 006709 



Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

Reverend Sean Cronin 
Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque Church 
25511 :Eshelinan Avenue 
Lomitrl CA 90717-1827 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 

October 19, 1999 

3424 
Wilshi.re 
Boulevard 

los Angeles 
California 
90010-2241 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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RCALA 001940 

PROFFER RE FATHER SEAN CRONIN 

Date Description 
10/26/43 Cronin bom in Ireland. 
1017/67 Cronin ordained for the Diocese of Dublin, Ireland. 
8/69-8172 Cronin missionary in Diocese of Eldoret, Kenya, East Africa. 
9/5/72 Cronin appointed Deacon at St. Genevieve Church, Van Nuys. 
9/8/73 Cronin incardinated into Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 
9/8/73 Cronin assigned to St. Genevieve Church, Van Nuys, CA. 
12/27175 Cronin assigned to St. Andrews Church, Pasadena. 
3/3177 Ltr from pastor at St. Andrews to Archbishop that Archbishop had 

asked pastor about the question of reference ·to Cronin's association 
with boys in his room. Pastor indicates it is a matter of doubt. 

7/1177 Cronin assigned to St. Monica Church, Santa Monica, and assigned t? 
teach full time at St. Monica High School. 

7/10179 . Cronin assigned to teach at St. Michael High School, Los Angeles, and 
to live at St, Michael's Church with faculties as an associate. 

10/8/82 Cronin appointed to be in residence at St. Helen Church, So\1-th Gate, 
with faculties as an associate. 

1111184 Cardinal Manning grants permission for Cronin to join the faculty of 
Marymount College, Palos Verdes. 

10/1/84 Cronin assignecl to faculty of Marymount College and granted facuJties 
' of an Associate at Holy Trinity. Placed in residence at St. Peter and 

Paul Church, Wilmington 
7/6/88 Cronin placed in residence at St. Margaret Mary, Lomita. Continues to 

teach at Marymount College: 
1991-92 Cronin on Sabbatical at Oxford University, England. Subsequently 

returns to faculty at Marymount College. 
9/23/99 Memo from the president ofMarymount·College that he had reported 

to a regional bishop that a student (adult male-s had reported 
inappropriate conversation-by Cronin who had apparently been 
drinking. No allegation of sexual contact. Allegations in the nature of 
sexual harassment. 

10/6/99 Memo of Vicar for Clergy of his interview of two additional 
Marymount College students (male adults: 
reported inappropriate conversation and behavior by Cronin. No 
allegations of sexual contact. Allegations are in the nature of sexual 
harassment. 
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1017/99 

10/19/99 

10/19/99 

10/19/99 

11/5/99 

1/7/00 

2/10/00-
9/30/00 

9/10-14/01 

2/25-28/02 

117/03 

Notes of meeting of Vicar for Clergy, the president of Marymount 
College, and~ described an incident with Father Cronin.· 
There was no sexual contact involved an~as an adult at the 
time of the incident. 

Ltr from Vicar for Clergy to Cronin requesting that he be given a 
psychotherapeutic evaluation; participate in counseling ·on boundary 
issues, , participate in outpatient therapy and that he would be 
reassigned to a new ministry .. 

.., ... ..,,JVU of Vicar for Clergy and president of College re 
(an adult) 

Email from Staff psychologist in Vicar for Clergy's Office to Vicar for 
Clergy confirming that college was ministering to two students. Both 
of these students were adults at all relevant times. 

Letter from attorney for Archdiocese to Father Cronin's civil attorney 
·concerning the transfer· of Father Cronin at the end of the· school year. . 
This does ,not relate to childhood sexual abuse. 

Memo from Vicar for Clergy to Archbishop that new concerns about 
Father Cronin's had arisen. 
Fr. Cronin undergoes in-patient treatm~nt for at Guest 
House in Rochester, Minnesota. 

Cronin participates in afteJ;care.program at Guest House in Rochester, 
~- · .. ·.-<'· 

Cronin participates in aftercare program at Guest House in Ro<;:hester, 
~. 

Cronin participates in aftercare program at Guest House in Rochester, 
~. . . 

Memo from Vicar for Clergy to file that he· · advised Fr. Cronin that 
his name had appeared on a list of alleged perpetrators of sexual 
misconduct with minors prepared by attorneys for prospective 
plaintiffs. The misconduct allegedly occurred while Cronin was 

to St. Genevieve's from.l973-75. 
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Cox, Msgr. Craig A. 

From: 

Sent: 

To: Cox, Msgr. Craig A. 

Subject: Fwd: My pain 

Forward this to Father Sean Cronin. 

Date:~3:49 -0800 (PST) 
From;~ 

Subject: My-· 
To: drcronin 

Father Cronin, 

Page 1 of2 

I can only imagine the pain a,nd disappointment your other victim from St. Genevieve's must be 
going through. Let me tell you about mine. 

I warned you twenty four years ago to stay away from me. Remember that phone call ??? I also . 
told you that you were veiy lucky I didn't. go to my father, the church, or the police. You took 
advantage of my trUst in you at a time when I was very vulnerable. You knew the circuri:lstances 
surrounding my profound sadness from my parents divorce and the confusion I felt I came to 
you for spiritual guidance and support. That's what my father always told me to do. He told me I 
could and should go to a priest. 

You lmow what happened. You know that you were grooming me for sex. 

Let me refresh your memory. Remember the dinners at the Azteca Restaurant ??? Remember 
ordering drinks for both of us ??? Remember kissing me on the lips and telling me that it wasn't 
unusual behavior with men in European cultures ??? Remember asking me about how often I 
masturbated ??? Remember telling me that you also masturbated ??? Remember the foreign film 

· that we saw together in Santa Monica that you insisted I see ??? Remember the homosexual sex 
scenes ??? Remember how interested you were in my sex life.with my girlfriend ??? Remember 
telling me that I shouldn't tell anybody else what we talk about ??? That they might not 
understand ??? Remember the Cognac we drank together at your residence ??? Remember 
asldng to see the birthmark on my penis ??? Remember, remember, remember ! ! ! 

Father Cronin, my memory is very clear. How's yours ??? 

You can imagine how devastated I was when I read you had denied the allegations. Do you 
realize what that's done to me ??? Do you realize what it's done to my wife and children ??? 
Yes, I have two absolutely beautiful children who wonder why their father is so sad. They 
wonder why their father has become so angry. They wonder why he can't sleep at night. They 
wonder, Father Cronin, they wonder. · 

You owe it to me, my children, the church and yourself to tell the truth. Stop being the source of 

'2 /'1 t:: 1'1 f'lf\A 
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so many people's pam. You are an extremely selfish man. You're only interested in saving 
yourself and your reputation. 

God will be your judge, Father Cronin. You must save yourself. 

Tell your attorney no more denials. No more lying. No more hurting. 

Please. 

REDACTED 

Do you Yahoo!? 
Yahoo! Search- Find what you're lookllig for faster. 

Do you Yahoo!? 
Yahoo! Search- Find what you're looking for faster. 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

Reverend Sean Cronin 
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
18405 Superior Street 
Northridge, CA 91325-1798 

Dear Father Cronin: 

Office of 
VIcar for Oergy 
(213) 637-7284 

July 13, 2004 

34Z4 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

fiLE 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-ZZOZ 

Let me begin by assuring you of my prayers in this difficult time. If I can be of service to you, 
please let me know. 

This letter is to confum in writing the essential content of our meeting today. I in.dicated to you 
that, since the :filing of the two lawsuits alleging sexual abuse of minors on your part, a 
preliminary investigation was initiated in accord with canon 1717. I explained that, in the course 
of this investigation, a canonical auditor has been able to interview the two plaintiffs and has 
conducted further investigations. I also explained that the canonical auditor very much.wishes to 
have an opportunity to interview you about these allegations. You are welcome to have a . 
canonical advisor present at that interview. We hope to be able to schedule a day and time for 
that interview as soon as re·asonably possible. 

Second, I indicated that the Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board has several times examined the 
allegations brought against you: Initially, the Board recommended you be maintained in ministry 
as the investigation commenced. In its most recent review, the Board recommended that the 
investigation had progressed to a point where it was now appropriate to place you on 
administrative leave. Cardinal Mahony has approved the Board's recommendatibn. The leave 
became effective on this date at the time I personally notified -you. " 

Please note that being placed on administrative leave does not involve any final judgment on our 
part that the allegations are true or false. It does reflect the fact that, as a result of the progress of 
the preliminary investigation, a formal canonical process is warranted. After you have the 
opportunity to be interviewed, the Cardinal will remand this matter to the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith as required by the Apostolic Letter Sacrmentorum sanctitatis tutela. 
Administrative leave is a step taken to protect both you and others as the canonical process 
unfolds and leads to a final determination. 

During this time ofleave, I direct that you engage in no public ministry without my specific 
authorization or that of the Cardinal. I hereby issue the warning of canon 1347 to inform you that 
any violation of this prohibition would render you liable to canonical penalties. 

f·:<~~oral Eegions: Our Lady of the Ange)s San fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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During your administrative leave, you are to leave your residence at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
as soon as reasonably possible and take up residence in a place we mutually agree upon. During 
your leave, your salary and benefits will be paid by the Archdiocese ofLos Angeles. The 
Archdiocese will also reimburse you for the reasonable expenses of a canonical advocate. 

During this traumatic time, let me renew my invitation to make use of one of our counselors to 
assist you in dealing with the stresses and tensions that being on a leave necessarily entails. 

Again, please lmow that you are in my prayers. May the Lord guide and strengthen you with the 
blessings you need! 

Yours in Christ, 

. /) /J ~ 
(____.-;t I {. ~--/ /, ~~ 

~?~/craig A Cox, J.C,D. 
~~Zc1~~gy 
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TO: File 

FROM: Monsignor Craig A. Cox 

RE: Reverend Sean Cronin 

DATE: 14 July2004 

Last night I spoke with Father Cronin and placed him on administrative leave. 

He mentioned that he had agreed to do a funeral on Friday morning for a family that specifically 
asked for him. The Pastor is on vacation and the Associate just arrived in the parish. For Father 
Cronin not to do this funeral would cause distress and raise questions. He asked about 
authorization to do that funeral. 

I indicated that I understood the situation, and that I did not want rumors circulating in the parish 
before we make our weekend announcements. I told him I would consult. 

I phoned by Cardinal Mali.ony ~ Both agreed with me that it was appropriate to 
authorize Father Cronin to handle the funeral liturgies. I informed Father Cronin of this by 
phone this morning. 
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Note" ..... tho -.n .... ri ...... n-rREDACTED 
withREDACTED 

concerning Father Sean Cronin 

REDACTED 

REDACTE['REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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CONGREGATIO 
PRO DOCTRINA FIDEI 

782/2004 - 22104 
PROT. N. -··-----·-··-----------·-· 
an responsione fiat mentW huius numenl 

Your Eminence, 

00120 Citta del Vaticano, 

Palazzo dels. Uffizio 12 November 2005 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Thank you for your correspondence of 19 November 2004 regarding the Rev. 
Sean CRONIN, a priest of your Archdiocese accused of the sexual abuse of minors. 

After having carefully examined the Acta, and, in light of Your Eminence's 
comments, this Congregation gran.ts the requested derogation from prescription for 
action concerning the ddjct of ~exual al:m1sc of a minor. You ll!e thus authorized to 
initiate a penal procEss as soon as possibk. 

Your Eminenc:.: is ki!ld!y requested to infof!D the accused of the allegations and 
proofs, while affording him the opportUnity, via his canonical advocate, of a proper 
defence. On completion of the above-mentioned process at First Instance, the 
Tribunal is asked to forward the Acta to_tl).e Congregation. 

With gratitude for your kindness and-prayerful best wishes, I remain 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 

RCALA 001948 

... ~ .. ·~ 

His Eminence 
Roger Cardinal Mahony 

_Archbishop of Los Angeles 
Office of the Archbishop 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90010-2202 
UNITED STATES OF AMERJCA 

ffi William J. 
Archbishop Emeritu f San Francisco 

·Prefect 
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APOSTOLIC NUNCIATURE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

25~695 

No. 

This No. Should Be Prefixed to the Answer 

Dear Monsignor Cox: 

3339 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W; 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008-3687 

November 12, 2004 

I acknowledge your kind letter of November 9, 2004, 
with enclosures. 

Rest assured that the correspondence concerning the 
Reverend Sean Cronin, including check for taxa in amount 
$500.00 will be duly forwarded through the diplomatic pouch to 
His Eminence, Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, Prefect, Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith. · 

With cordial regards and best wishes, I remain 

sincerely yours in Christ, 

~llJLM< 
Archbishop Gabriel Montalvo 

Apostolic Nuncio 

Monsignor Craig A. Cox, J.C.D. 
Vicar for Clergy 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90010-2241 

NOV 1 7 /UL.f 

1·-
L--~---·--... 
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CMOB # \167 

Considered by CMOB ~ 

Inactive Date 

Case Name College Chaplin 

Active Case? ~ 

Priest Name Cronin, Sean 

DOB 10126/1943 

Etlmicity Irish 

Diocese Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

Canon State Diocesan Priest 

Religious Order 

Incardination 

Date Of Ordination 

Clergy Status 

Los Angeles 

1973 

Administrative Leave 

Clergy (Facultie.f) 

Religious D 
Diocesan D 

Description 

Dellcon 

DOB 

Diocese 

.. Ethnicity 

Ordination 

Status 

Date Referred to Vicar 11/1212003 

Date Of Alleged Incident 1968 

Alleged Victim Minor Male 

Multiple Victims D 
Accusers 

Investigation Complete D 
---A----

Investigator Name REDACTED 

Removed From Ministry D 
Date Removed From Ministry 

Date Returned To Ministry 

Case Disposition 

DispositionComments 

Intervention D 
Description Anglo, Assoc. Pastor, age 60, ordained in 1973. In 1999 three male students 

alleged Fr. X, a college chaplain, was "coming on" to them with sexual 
comments, inappropriate touching of buttocks, unwanted attentions; both 
faculty & students report smelling alcohol on his breath. Fr. X removed as 
chaplain clREDACTED 

Tuesday, June 01, 2010 

RE9ACTEq . Therapy was offered to young men. REDACTED 
REDACTED . In 

Jan. 2003 Fr. X appeared on attorney list of alleged perpetrators of minors 
with sketchy information; Fr. X denied any misconduct. In Oct. 2003 a 
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Case Status 

November 12, 2003 

January 28, 2004 

June 09, 2004 

June 23, 2004 

July 14, 2004 

September 08, 2004 

November 1 0, 2004 

February 09, 2005 

March 22, 2006 

June 14, 2006 

June 14, 2006 

May 24,2010 

Tuesday, June 01, 2010 

rised list included descriptions of allegations L ;rious abusive behavior 
· with two minor boys, one alleging abuse from 1968-77 & the other from 

1979-82. Investigation just initiated. No action taken as yet. 

It was the consensus of the Board that the matter be investigated 
by the Investigator and that a follow up report be made at the 
next meeting. 

Msgr. Cox stated that after consultation, it was agreed that 
announcements be made this weekend at Fr.'s parishes prior to 
media coverage. 

The Board suggested an attempt be made to obtain medical 
records regarding the second complainant. It was the consensus 
that an interview and/or the plaintiffs questionnaire with regard 
to the first complainant be obtained as soon as possible and that 
Fr. be confronted with the allegations. This matter should 
return to the Board at the next meeting on 6/23 for further 
consideration. 

The Board recommended the following: 1) Fr. Cronin be 
confronted by V/C & the canonical auditor, questioned & given 
an opportunity to respond; 2) Unless his statement produces 
information requiring further investigation and/or consideration 
by the Board, he be placed on administrative leave while the 
investigation continues & an announcement would be made at 
the parish; 3) Report be made to CMOB at the next meeting; 
and 4) Efforts be made to interview the plaintiff 

InvestigatmREDACTED vas able to interview the first 
complainant. Msgr. Cox met with Fr. X last night and placed 
him on administrative leave. Announcements will be made in 
the parish this weekend 

Announcements were made weekend of July 17-18,2004. 
Investigation is on-going 

Father Cronin was put on administrative leave in July and is 
staying with family friends. The matter was referred to Rome 
on November 9, 2004 requesting a full canonical trial, and if 
found guilty, to be dismissed from the clerical state. 

The matter is in Rome for consideration. 

Trial has been authorized by Rome and is expected to begin in 
the near future. Father was given the option to resign but wants 
to go forward with the trial. 

Trial will be postponed until the lawsuits are settled or tried. 

The canonoical trial will be postponed until the lawsuits are 
settled. 

Fr. X has agreed to petition the Holy Father for laicization. 
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Follow Up 

Follow Up Date 

Legal Proceedings 

Legal Proceedings? D 
Court Cases Settled 

Response 

Response Date 

Sent To Rome? ~ 
Canonical Trial ~ 

Canonical Disposition 

Page 

Tuesday, June OJ, 2010 

Date Sent To Rome 

Canonical Trial Date 

8 
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ID 
CMOB# 
Case Name 
Active Case? 

Cleric Name 

Cleric Age 

Cleric Ethnicity 

Incardination 
Date Of Ordination 

Clergy Status 

Date Referred To Vicar 

Claimant 
Date Of Alleged Incident 

Investigation Complete 

Investigator Name 

67 

067 

College Chaplin 
~ 

Sean Cronin 

60 

Allglo 

Los Angeles 

1973 

On Leave 

11/12/2003 

Minor Male 

1968 

0 
REDACTED 

Date Investigation Initiated 

Date Investigation Completed 

Case Disposition 

Intervention 

Description 

Case Status 

November 12, 2003 

January 28, 2004 

Tuesday, March 07, 2006 

0 
Anglo, Assoc. Pastor, age 60, ordained in 1973. In 1999 three male 
students alleged Fr. X, a college chaplain, was "coming on" to them 
with sexual comments, inappropriate touching of buttocks, unwanted 
attentions; both faculty & students report smelling alcohol on his 
breath. REDACTED 

REDACTED Theranv was offered to 
young men. REDACTED 

REDACTED 1. In Jan. 2003 Fr. X appeared on 
attorney list of alleged perpetrators of minors with sketchy 
information; Fr~ X denied any misconduct. In Oct. 2003 a revised 
list included descriptions .of allegations of serious abusive behavior 
with two minor boys, one alleging abuse from 1968-77 & the other 
from 1979-82. Investigation just initiated. No action taken as yet 

It was the consensus of the Board that the 
matter be investigated by the Investigator and 
that a follow up report be made at the next 
meeting, 

Msgr. Cox stated that after consultation, it was 
agreed that announcements be made this 
weekend at Fr.'s parishes prior to media 
coverage. 
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June 09, 2004 

June 23, 2004 

July 14, 2004 

September 08, 2004 

November 10l 2004 

February 09, 2005 

Follow Up 
Follow Up Date 
Legal Proceedings 

Sent To Rome? 

Canonical Trial 
Canonical Disposition 

Page 

Tuesday, March 07, 2006 

The Board suggested an attempt be made to 
obtain medical records regarding the second 
complainant. It was the consensus that an 
interview and/or the plaintiff's questionnaire 
with regard to the first complainant be 
obtained as soon as possible and that Fr. be 
confronted with the allegations. This matter 
should return to the Board at the next meeting 
on 6/23 for further consideration. 

The Board recommended the following: 1) Fr. 
Cronin be confronted by V/C & the canonical 
auditor, questioned & given an opportunity to 
respond; 2) Unless his statement produces 
information requiring further investigation 
and/or consideration by the Board, he be 
placed on administrative leave while the 
investigation continues & an announcement 
would be made at the parish; 3) Report be 
made to CMOB at the next meeting; and 4) 
Efforts be morlP to intPrview the plaintiff. 

I t. t REDACTED bl t . t . nves 1ga or was a e o m erv1ew 
the first complainant. Msgr. Cox met with Fr. 
X last night and placed him on administrative 
leave. Announcements will be made in the 
parish this weekend 

Announcements were made weekend of July 
17-18,2004. Investigation is on-going 

Father Cronin was put on administrative leave 
in July and is staying with family friends. The 
matter was referred to Rome on November 9, 
2004 requesting a full canonical trial, and if 
found guilty, to be dismissed from the clerical 
state. 

The matter is in Rome for consideration. 

Response from Rome 

0 Date Sent To Rome 
0 Canonical Trial Date 

14 
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Vicar for Clergy Database 
Clergy Assignment Record 

Current Primary Assignment 

Birth Date 
Birth City 

Diaconate Ordination 
Priesthood Ordination 
Diocese Name 

Date of Incardination 

Religious Community 

Ritual Ascription 
Ministry Status 

Seminary 

Ethnicity 

Fax phone 

Rev Sean Cronin 
Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church 
REDACTED 

10/26/1943 

Macroom, County Cork, Ireland 

10/7/1967 

9/8/1973 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

6/13/1973 

Latin 

Administrative Leave 

Holy Cross College, Dublin, Ireland 

Irish 

REDACTED 

Fingerprint Verification and Safeguard Training 

Date Background Check 
Safeguard Training 

Assignment 

Administrative Leave 

Assignment History 

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church, Northridge Associate Pastor . 
(Parochial Vicar), Active Service, Original term was from 10/1/2000 to 
6/30/2005. 

Sick Leave 

Sabbatical, Oxford 

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque Catholic Church, Lomita Resident, Active 
Service 

SS. Peter and Paul Catholic Church, Wilmington Resident, Resident 

Marymount College, Rancho Palos Verdes Chaplain, Active Service, Also 
faculty 

St. Helen Catholic Church, South Gate Resident, Resident 

RCALA 001955 

Age 65 
Deanery 22 

Beginning Date Completion Date 

7/13/2004 

10/1/2000 7/13/2004 

2/10/2000 9/30/2000 

1/1/1991 1/1/1992 

7/6/1988 2/9/2000 

10/1/1984 7/5/1988 

9/1/1984 2/9/2000 

10/18/1982 9/30/1984 
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St. Michael High School, Los Angeles Education-Teacher/Faculty, Active 
Service 

St. Michael Catholic Church, Los Angeles Resident, Resident 

St. Monica High School, Santa Monica Education-Teacher/Faculty, Active 
Service 

St. Monica Catholic Church, Santa Monica Resident, Resident 

St. Andrew Catholic Church, Pasadena Associate Pastor (Parochial Vicar), 
Active Service 

St. Genevieve Catholic Church, Panorama City Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 

St. Genevieve catholic Church, Panorama City Deacon, Active Service 

7/10/1979 

7/10/1979 

7/1/1977 

7/1/1977 

12/27/1975 

9/8/1973 

9/5/1972 

RCALA 001956 

8/31/1984 

10/17/1982 

7/9/1979 

7/7/1979 

6/30/1977 

12/26/1975 

9/7/1973 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

REDACTED 

DeaREDACTED 

Office of 
Vicar for Clergy 
(213) 637-7284 

August 11, 2004 

Personal and Confidential 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
Cali(prnia 
90010-2202 

In Cardinal Mahony's absence, I am replying to your letter addressed to him ofJuly 19, 2004. 
First of all, let me thank you for writing and for expressing your support for Father Sean Cronin. 
I am glad that you and others have encotmtered blessings in his ministry. He is fortunate to be 
able to rely on your friendship and support in this difficult time. 

It is not possible to answer many of the questions you raised, precisely because to do so would 
violate Father Cronin's rights, as well as the rights of other people involved in this process. The 
process we use fully respects the norms of canon law and the requirements of the Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith. These norms include protections for the rights of an accused. 
There are indeed "people from the pews" represented on the Clergy Misconduct Oversight 
Board, as well as well respected members of the presbyterate representing the priests of the 
Archdiocese. In addition, part of my task as a consultant to the Board is to assure that canonical 
procedures are followed and the rifihts ofnriests are respected. I talce that responsibility very, 
very seriously. YourpastorREDACTED will be able to share with you my reputation with 
regard to protecting the rights of priests. 

Having experienced the deliberations of the Board for well over a year now, I am wonderfully 
impressed at the balance, good judgment, and care for the rights of an accused that the members 
demonstrate time and again. At the same time, the members of the Board are constantly striving 
to do an even better job. For that reason, I shared your letter wit:iJRED~CTED , the Chair 
of the Board, so that he would be fully aware of the concerns you raised. 

There is oversight built into the system so that the actions of the Board, my own actions, and 
even the decisions of Cardinal are reviewed. Among other elements this oversight includes an 
annual audit conducted by the National Review Board and Conference of Bishops, the review of 
cases by the promoter of justice, and the oversight of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith. The Council of Priests also reviews policies and procedures related to the investigation of 
claims of sexual misconduct and makes recommendations. As the canonical process moves 
forward, Father Cronin will be afforded the opportunity to exercise all of the elements ofthe 
right of defense provided by canon law. 

Pastoral Regions: Our lady of the Angels Sa11 Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 

R.CALA 001957 

CCI 007373 



-2-

I again want to thank you for writing. I realize I have not been able to answer all of your 
questions. As I mentioned, to get into too many specifics would require that I violate Father 
Cronin's rights and also violate my responsibility to maintain the confidentiality appropriate to 
ecclesiastical processes as "I am bound to do by the Holy See. 

Please continue to pray for Father Cronin, for Cardinal Mahony, for me in my challenging 
ministry, and for the members of the Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board. Finally, please pray 
that our ongoing investigation establishes uncovers the tmth and results in a final decision that is 
just and in accord with the will of God. 

May God bless you! 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

11· /)c. ' . (.--/1 L~-""' J ,~; ~ 
M~aig A. Cox, J.q.r5. 
V~rClergy · 

REDACTED 

cc: 
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TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

DATE: 

MEMORANDUM 

Gardinal Roger M. Mahony 

REDACTED REDACTED 

Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board 

Recommendation of the Clergy Misconduct OversightBoard 
Reverend Sean Cronin (CMOB 067-01) 

29 June 2004 

------~--------------------------------------------

The Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board discussed the case of Father Sean Cronin on June 23, 
2004. 

In 1999, while Father Cronin was serving as chaplain atMarymount College, reports carne to the 
administration of the College and the Vicar for Clergy that he was involved in boundary 
violations with sexual overtones with young adult students at the College. The reports were 
investigated and while no allegations of actual abuse emerged, there were sufficient concerns 
about his conduct to cause the Vicar to remove him from his service as chaplain. As part of the 
intervention, Father Cronin was required to take training in boundary issues and, in 2000-2001, 
he was treated at Guest House for alcohol/substance abuse issues. 

In late 2002 and early 2003, Father Cronin's name emerged on a list of alleged abusers provided 
by the plaintiffs' attorneys. Two individuals were listed as plaintiffs. The prief summaries on 
the listindicated that one of the young merREDACTED was alleging serious abuse over a 
period of many years (1968-1977) beginning with the assignment of Father Cronin to St. 
Genevieve. The other complainant REDACTED alleged less egregious but still abusive 
activities :6:m.n1979-19R2, beginr:ring at St. Monica's. When:informed t.hat these two individuals 
were prospective plaintiffs, Father Cronin denied any misconduct.' That denial was reiterated iii. a 
letter fromREDACTED, Father Cronin's attorney, in December of2003. 

In December of 2003, lawsuits were filed by the two men. The information in the lawsuits was 
sketchy in nature. In December 2003 and J anua:ry 2004, one of our canonical auditors conducted 
some investigations. Announcements were made 'at Father Cronin's parish on the weekend of 
January 31 -February 1, 2004, informing the people that he had been accused by two 
individuals. 

On Apri116, 2004REDACTED _canonical auditor, interviewecREDACTED . He described a 
lengthy period of contact with Father Cronin that began in counseling, and involved grooming 
behaviors, including being provided with alcohol, raising sexual topics in conversations, and 

REOACfED 

taldng him to a movie that involved scenes of homosexual activity. According to 
REDACTED _ Fr. Cronin would gaze into his eyes and kiss him on the cheek. Eventually he claims 

that Father Cronin kissed him on the mouth, though without using his tongue.REDACTED 
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Memorandum Regarding Fr. Sean Cronin 
Page2 

claims that finallv. on one occasion, Fr. Cronin asked to see his penis. Apnarentlv in an earlier 
conversationREDACTED had told Fr. Cronin he had a birthllark there.REDACTED did 
~at comply with the request and asked Fr. Cronin to take him home irn:tnediately, which he did. 
This severed the relationship. 

REDACTED followed up leads based on the statement oJREDACTED but the onlv snrt nf 

corroborating information he could obtain were verifications that Fr. Cronin and REDACTED 
had spent a lot oftime together. 

Desnite -,eneated efforts, we have not obtained the written questionnaire from the other plaintif~ 
REDACTED or his written statement as part of the mediation process. 

The members of the Boarcl cliRcm:sed Fr. Cronin's case at length. Other means to try to 
corroborate the claims oREDACTED ; were considered but offer little prospect of success. If 
the claims o:REDACTED are accurate, most of what he described consists of unprofessional 
behavior on the part ofFr.. Cronin and a pattern of regular and serious crossing of boundaries. A 
few things, such as the request that the young man exhibit his genitals and the unsolicited kiss on 
the lips, even tho-l,lgh not ''French kissing," cross over the line into abuse. Also, while providing 
alcohol to a minor is not sexual misconduct per se, it is a violation of the law and is the kind of 
activity that accompanies "grooming." 

The Board has been advised that at this point the evidence is most likely insufficient to convict 
Fr. Cronin if this case were to be brought to a canonical triaL However, it appears to the -
members thaREDACTED allegations are credible. The claims he makes are "restrained." If 
he was simply inventing charges he could have claimed far more egregious activity. His 
allegations together with Fr. Cronin's subsequent boundary violations at Marymount and his 
difficulties with alcohol were all considered and contribute to the following recommendations: 

cc: 

That Father Cronin be invited to meet :with the canonical auditor and Vicar for Clergy to 
be confronted and questioned and given the opportunity to respond. 

That unless Fr. Cronin's statement produces information which, in my andREDACTED 
judgment, require further immediate investigation and/or consideration by the Board, that 
he be placed on administrative teave while the investigation continues. In accord with 
J?Olicy, an announcement would be made at Fr. Cronin's parisp.. · --.. 

That a report on the interview with Fr. Cronin be made at the next CMOB meeting. 

That fmiher efforts be made to intervie~REDACTED 

>~~f(k~ 
MonsignorCrsigA.Cox .,__ ~ ~ 

J-1 ~ 70D( 
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CONFIDENTIAL & PRIVILEGED 
INVESTIGATNE REPORT 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT WORK PRODUCT 

SYNOPSIS OF INVESTIGATION REGARDING 
FATHER SEAN CRONIN 

In October 2003 the Archdiocese was notified throu£:?:h nroner channels that 
lawsuits were filed against the Archdiocese byREDACTED charging 
that from 1979 to 1982, when he was a minor student at Saint Monica's 
High School, Father Sean Cronin provided him with alcohol, pornography 
and engaged in kissing and hugging in a sexual manner. 

· REDACTED 
Upon receipt of the above information, was identified through a 
limited background investigation. On April16, 2004,REDACTED 
was interviewed for nearly three hours in the presence of his attorney in 
B 1 H 'll CA b . 1 . . REDACTED A th . ever y 1 s, , y canomca mvestigatm _ -· ____ . _ -···---. t at time 
he provided details of sexual abuse allegations by Father Cronin when he 
was a seventeen year old senior in high school. He states the relationship 
started striCtly for counseling regarding his family problems when his 
mother abandoned the family. Later the relationship became what 

REDACTED believed was a friendship. At that time Cronin took him out to 
dinner nearly once a week, bought him alcoholic drinks and took him back 
to Cronin's residences for counseling sessions. Later in these evening 
sessions he would provideREDACTED more alcohol, engage in sexual 
conversations, kissing on the cheek and fmally on the mouth, while holding 

REDACTED gazing into his eyes, promising never to leave him as his mother 
did. He also states that Cronin took him to a movie with homosexual 
content. At their last meeting Cronin requested to viewREDACTED genitals 
at which timeREDACTED ended the meetings and the relationship. 

REDACTED states that he informed no one of these allegations until very 
recently. Three persons whose names were nrovided byREDACTED were 
. . d d firm d 1 h REDACTED 1 d b C . mtervtewe an con e on y t a1 was counse e y ronm at 
Saint Monica's High School. One priest at St. Monica's recalled only that 
Cronin taught there and resided in the rectory. Complete details of 

REDACTED background data and the five,-page interview report are 
contained in Cronin's file. 
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Synopsis- Father Sean Cronin 

In October 2003 the Archdiocese was also notified thaREDACTED filed a 
lawsuit charging that when he was between eight and seventeen years of 
age, Father Cronin performed sexual acts including penetration and 
ejaculation on him in Saint Genevieve Church and rectory and Saint 
Monica's Church. A background investigation limited only to identifying 
him was conducted on REDACTED which is contained in Cronin's file. In 
March 2004REDACTED attorney, who is alsaREDACTED attorney, informed 
an attorney for the Archdiocese that he would makeREDACTED available for 
interview; however, after numerous additional requests has not done so. 
One priest at SaintGenevieve's Church was interviewed in a negative 
attempt to confirm these allegations. 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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CONFIDENTIAL & PRIVILEGED 
INVESTIGATNE REPORT 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT WORK PRODUCT 

SYNOPSIS OF INVESTIGATION REGARDING 
FATHER SEAN CRONIN 

In October 2003 the Archdiocese was notified through proper channels that 
lawsuits were filed against the Archdiocese by REDACTED charging 
that from 1979 to 1982, when he was a minor student at Saint Monica's 
High School, Father Sean Cronin provided him with alcohol, pornography 
and engaged in kissing and hugging in a sexual manner. 

Upon receipt of the above informatioHEDACTED was identified through a 
limited background investigation. On April16, 2004REDACTED 
was interviewed for nearly three hours in the presence of his attorney in 
Beverly Hills, CA, by canonical investigato1REDACTED :. At that time 
he provided details of sexual abuse allegations by Father Cronin when he 
was a seventeen year old senior in high school. He states the relationship 
started strictly for counseling regarding his family problems when his 
mother abandoned the family. Later the relationship became what 

REDACTED believed was a friendship. At that time Cronin took him out to 
dinner nearly once a week, bought him alcoholic drinks and took him back 
to Cronin's residences for counseling sessions. Later in these evening 

. h ld 'd REDACTED a1 h 1 · l sesswns e wou prov1 c more co o , engage m sexua 
conversations, kissing on the cheek and finally on the mouth, while holding 

REDACTED gazing into his eyes, promising never to leave him as his mother 
did. He also states that Cronin took him to a movie with homosexual 
content. At their last meeting Cronin requested to vie~REDACTED genitals 
at which timeREDACTED ended the meetings and the relationship. 

REDACTED states that he informed no one of these allegations until very 
recently. Three persons whose names were provided byREDACTED were 
interviewed and confirmed only thwREDACTED was counseled by Cronin at 
Saint Monica's High School. One priest at St. Monica'srecalled only that 
Cronin taught there and resided in the rectory. Complete details of 

REDACTED background data and the five-page interview report are 
contained in Cronin's file. 
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Synopsis- Father Sean Cronin 

In October 2003 the Archdiocese was also notified tha1REDACTED 1 filed a 
lawsuit charging that when he was between eight and seventeen years of 
age, Father Cronin performed sexual acts including penetration and 
ejaculation on him in Saint Genevieve Church and rectory and Saint 
Monica's Church. A background investigation limited only to identifying 
him was conducted mREDACTED which is contained in Cronin's file. In 
March 2004~REr:_AcTED attorney, who is also REDACTED attorney, informed 
an attorney for the Archdiocese that he would makeREDACTEDavailable for 
interview; however, after numerous additional requests has not done so. 
One priest at Saint Genevieve's Church was interviewed in a negative 
attempt to confirm these allegations. 

REDACTED 

2 
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REDACTED 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cox, Msgr. Craig A. 

Wednesday, March 17,2004 9:29AM 

REDACTED 
Subject: FW: My pain 

REDACTED 

The first of several transfers. 

Craig 

-----q~EDACTED 
Fron _ 
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2004 6:41AM 
To: Cox, Msgr. Craig A. 
Subject: Fwd: My pain 

Forward this to Father Sean Cronin. 

REDACTED 

Date: Fri. 12 Mar 2004 06:23:49 -0800 (PST) 
FrornREDACTED 
Subject: My pain 
T(REDACTED 

Father Cronin, 

Page 1 of2 

·wrote: 

I can only imagine the pain and disappointment your other victim from St. Genevieve's must be 
going through. Let me tell you about mine. 

I warned you twenty four years ago to stay away from me. Remember that phone call ??? I also 
told you that you were very lucky I didn't go to my father, the church, or the police. You took 
advantage of my trust in you at a time when I was very vulnerable. You knew the circumstances 
surrounding my profound sadness from my parents divorce and the confusion I felt. I came to 
you for spiritual guidance and support. That's what my father always told me to do. He told me I 
could and should go to a priest. 

You know what happened. You know that you were grooming me for sex. 

Let me refresh your memory. Remember the dinners at the Aztec a Restaurant ??? Remember 
ordering drinks for both of us ??? Remember kissing me on the lips and telling me that it wasn't 
unusual behavior with men in European cultures ??? Remember asking me about how often I 
masturbated ??? Remember telling me that you also masturbated ??? Remember the foreign film 
that we saw together in Santa Monica that you insisted I see ??-?Remember the homosexual sex 
scenes ??? Remember how interested you were in my sex life with my girlfriend ??? Remember 
telling me that I shouldn't tell anybody else what we talk about ??? That they might not 
understand ??? Remember the Cognac we drank together at your residence ??? Remember 

3/17/2004 
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Page 2 of2 

REDACTED 
' Remember, remember, remember ! ! ! 

Father Cronin, my memory is very clear. How's yours ??? 

You can imagine how devastated I was when I read you had denied the allegations. Do you 
realize what that's done to me ??? Do you realize what it's done to my wife and children ??? Yes, 
I have two absolutely beautiful children who wonder why their father is so sad. They wonder 
why their father has become so angry. They wonder why he can't sleep at night. They wonder, 
Father Cronin, they wonder. 

Y au owe it to me, my children, the church and yourself to tell the truth. Stop being the source of 
so many people's pain. You are an extremely selfish man. You're only interested in saving 
yourself and your reputation. 

God will be your judge, Father Cronin. You must save yourself. 

Tell your attorney no more denials. No more lying. No more hurting. 

Please. 

REDACTED 

Do you Yahoo!? 
Yahoo! Search- Find what you're looking for faster. 

Do you Yahoo!? 
Yahoo! Search- Find what you're looking for faster. 

3/17/2004 
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REDACTED 

From: 
Sent: 

To: 

Cox, Msgr. Craig A. 

Wednesday, March 17, 2004 9:30AM 

REDACTED 

Subject: FW: Father Sean Cronin 

REDACTED 

Second transfer. 

Craig 

-----Oriainal Messaae----­
FromREDACTED 
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2004 8:22PM 
To: Cox, Msgr. Craig A. 
Subject: Father Sean Cronin 

Dear Msgr. Cox, 

Page 1 of2 

My attorney atREDACTED has begged me not to contact anybody at the Archdiocese. He told me that he 
would contact the attorneys from the Archdiocese so that we could arrange a controlled meeting, where I 
could tell my story. But Msgr., I've already told my story. I told my story to the Archdiocese, the LAPD, 
my attorney, and certain family members. 

I don't care about lawyers anymore. I don't care about the legal system. I care about justice and I care 
about the church and I care about the fact that Father Sean Cronin is a liar. Perhaps it's the attorney's 
from the Archdiocese that are telling him to deny the allegations. I suspect I'm right. How can a Catholic 
priest deny due process ??? He knows the truth. How can he stand on the altar and say mass ??? Why do 
you allow this ??? You and the Archdiocese are pouring salt on our wounds l ! ! 

Msgr. Cox, the truth will be revealed. Father Sean Cronin will be removed from active ministry. The 
burden will be on your shoulders and the shoulders of those who protected him. 

Before you go rushing off forwarding this e-mail (!nd my identity to the attorney's and the special 
investigator, let me save you some time. I'm a very credible man. I come from a REDACTED 

REDAcTED I have a wife and two beautiful children, I have no criminal record, I have a AAA credit rating. 
Don't bother dragging me through the mud, you won't come up with anything damaging. What you 
might come up with, WILL work against the Archdiocese. 

Msgr. Cox, THIS IS NOT ABOUT MONEY. This is about betrayal of trust. This is about putting an end 
to this awful truth that has plagued the church. This is about doing the right thing. 

I am absolutely convinced that if you review Sean Cronin's personnel files, you will see a pattern. A 
disturbing pattern that might point towards something. I'm aware that the Archdiocese keeps two 
separate types of personnel files. The one's you hand over to the District Attorney, and the one's you 
keep in a cold, dark place that never see the light of day. Take a look at theseREDACTED these over to 
the Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board. 

3/17/2004 
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Page 2 of2 

And, Msgr., when it's all said and done, the fmger may point in your direction. The finger will point out 
those who protected these men. That's what happened in Boston. Don't you people ever learn??? 

I wish that, as men, we could keep this among ourselves. I'm not so naive. Go ahead, use this against me 
in a court oflaw. I will prevail. I'm on the side of truth. I have nothing to hide. 

God is my witness. 

Thank you. 

REDACTED 

Do you Yahoo!? 
Yahoo! Mail -More reliable, more storage, less spam 

3/17/2004 
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REDACTED 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cox, Msgr. Craig A. 

Wednesday, March 17, 2004 9:31AM 
REDACTED 

Subject: FW: I have an idea ... 

REDACTED 

Last transfer. I do not know if he sent this to me deliberately or accidentally. 

Craig 

-----Orioinal Messaoe----­
From: REDACTED 
Sent: Saturday, March 13, 2004 7:47AM 
To: Cox, Msgr. Craig A. , 
Subject: Fwd: I have an idea ... 

REDACTED 

Date: Sat, 13 Mar 2004 07:25:57 -0800 (PST) 
From REDACTED 

Subi ect: I have an idea ... 
To:REDACTED 

REDACTED 

wrote: 

Page 1 of2 

I've had just enough of this bullshit the Archdiocese and Msgr. Cox and the whole gang are 
trying to pull. I'm seriouslv considering coming to Los Angeles and making some noise. I was 
hoping that REDACTED would be successful in setting up a meeting with the Archdiocese, 
but I haven't heard anything. I don't blame him, I know they're very busy on both sides. 

Ifi was to come to Los Angeles, would you be willing to go with me to Our Lady of Lourdes 
and protest ??? Could you guarantee that we could arrange a show of force ??? 

Does SNAP usually alert the media before they take such actions ??? 

I'm very, very concerned about parishioners having a negative reaction. I'm not a meek, humble 
man in the face of insults. I'm a big guy with a very hot temper at this point in time. 

What sort of protection does SNAP have during these protests ??? Can we insist that the LAPD 
be there to keep everybody in line ??? 

REDACTED 
_ I'll be leaving my wife, my children, my job and traveling a long distance at my expense. 

I want MAXIMUM impact and MAXIMUM exposure. 

I want Cronin gone. 

3/17/2004 
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Page 2 of2 

Your thoughts. 
REDACTED 

Do you Yahoo!? 
Yahoo! Mail - More reliable, more storage, less spam 

Do you Yahoo!? 
Yahoo! Mail - More reliable, more storage, less spam 
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Statement for Weekend Masses at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Northridge 
January 31- February 1, 2004 

Regarding Reverend Sean Cronin 

I an:REDACTED of St. Joseph the Worker Parish and a Dean here in the San 
Fernando Region. Our Archbishop, Cardinal Roger Mahony, has asked that I make an important 
announcement here at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish this weekend. 

As you know from news reports, many lawsuits seeking monetary damages were filed in the 
month of December that allege sexual abuse of minors on the part of different priests, brothers, 
nuns and laypersons working for the Church. These filings are public records, available to the 
.media and to any other person who wishes to obtain the information. 

You probably are not aware that your Associate Pastor, Reverend Sean Cronin, was named as a 
defendant in two of these lawsuits. We expect that there may be news reports referring to this 
lawsuit in the coming weeks. Both the Cardinal and Father Cronin wanted you to learn this 
information from us first rather than through secular news reports. 

The alleged incidents relate to the period of approximately 1972- 1980 when Father Cronin was 
serving at St. Genevieve's and St. Monica's parishes and schools. Up to this point, however, the 
complainants have not come forward to speak with us. As part of the court-ordered mediation 
process, complainants are to submit written responses to questions so that the Archdiocese would 
have some specific information about the nature of the claims. The complainants against Father 
Cronin have not yet done so. Thus, up to the present, the information available to us has been 
hearsay in nature and without the kind of detail that would enable the Archdiocese to conduct a 
thorough investigation, or to enable Father Cronin to present a reasonable defense .. 

When informed of the prospective lawsuits, Father Cronin firmly denied any sexually abusive 
conduct with the persons who filed the lawsuits or with any minor. 

Our Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board, consisting of thirteen persons, eleven of whom are lay 
people, has the case of Father Cronin under consideration and has made recommendations for 
further investigation that are being actively pursued. As of its most recent meeting last 
Wednesday, however, the Board has not recommended that Father Cronin be placed on 
administrative leave. Up to this point, the limited nature of information has not provided 
sufficient credible evidence to justify placing him on leave. 

Cardinal Mahony is committed to assuring that children and young people are safe. He has 
firmly pledged that, when it is determined that a priest has engaged in sexual misconduct with a 
minor, he will be permanently removed from ministry. That pledge has been implemented. The 
fact that a lawsuit has been filed, however, does not mean that Father Cronin has acted in an 
abusive fashion. All people, priests included, must be presumed innocent until there is proof to 
the contrary. At the same time, the Church takes allegations of this sort seriously-- precisely 
because we want to uncover the full truth and then act in accord with the truth. After all, Jesus 
himself stated that it is the truth that sets us free. Therefore, we will continue to seek all 
available information. 

We also will continue to keep you informed of developments. Finally, I ask that you please pray 
for everyone involved -- people who have been harmed by sexual abuse, priests, and those 
conducting the investigations. Thank you for you kind attention. May God bless you! 
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Statement for 'Weekend Masses at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Northridge 
January 31- February 1, 2004 

Regarding Reverend Sean Cronin 

I am REDACTED of St. Clare Parish and a Dean here in the San Fernando 
Region. Our Archbishop, Cardinal Roger Mahony, has asked that I make an important 
announcement here at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish this weekend. 

As you know from news reports, many lawsuits seeking monetary damages were filed in the 
mo~th of December that allege sexual abuse of minors on the part of different priests, brothers, 
nuns and laypersons working for the Church. These filings are public records, available to the 
media and to any other person who wishes to obtain the information. 

You probably are not aware that your Associate Pastor, Reverend Sean Cronin, was named as a 
defendant in two of these lawsuits. We expect that there may be news reports referring to this 
lawsuit in the coming weeks. Both the cardinal and Father Cronin wanted you to learn this 
information from us first rather than through secular news sources. 

The alleged incidents relate to the period of approximately 1972- 1980 when Father Croirin was 
serving at St. Genevieve's and St. Monica's parishes and schools. Up to this point, however, the 
complainants have not come forward to speak with us. As part of the court-ordered mediation 
process, complainants are to submit written responses to questions so that the Archdiocese would 
have some specific information about the nature of the claims. The complainants against Father 
Cronin have not yet done so. Thus, up to the present, the information available to us has been 
hearsay in nature and without the kind of detail that would enable the Archdiocese to conduct a 
thorough investigation, or to enable Father Cronin to present a reasonable defense. 

When informed of the prospective lawsuit, Father Cronin firmly denied any sexually abusive 
conduct with the persons who filed the lawsuits or with any minor. 

Our Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board, consisting of thirteen persons, eleven of whom are lay 
people, has the case of Father Cronin under consideration and has made recommendations for 
further investigation that are being actively pursued. As of its most recent meeting last 
Wednesday, however, the Board has not recommended that Father Cronin be placed on 
administrative leave. Up to this point, the limited nature ofinformation has not provided 
sufficient credible evidence to justify placing him on leave. 

Cardinal Mahony is committed to assuring that children and young people are safe. He has 
firmly pledged that, when it is determined that a priest has engaged in sexual misconduct with a 
minor, he will be permanently removed from ministry. That pledge has been implemented. The 
fact that a lawsuit has been filed, however, does not mean that Father Cronin has acted in an 
abusive fashion. All people, priests included, must be presumed innocent until there is proof to 
the contrary. At the same time, the Church takes allegations of this sort seriously-- precisely 
because we want to uncover the full truth and then act in accord with the truth. After all, Jesus 
himself stated that it is the truth that sets us free. Therefore, we will·continue to seek all 
available information. 

We also will continue to keep you informed of developments. Finally, I ask that you please pray 
for everyone involved-- people who have been harmed by sexual abuse, priests, and those 
conducting the investigations. Thank you for you kind attention. May God bless you! 
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CMOB-067-01 - Sean Cronin 

Current Assoc. Pastor 
Anglo, Age 60, ordained 1973. 

09/23/99 

09/21/99 

Yellow handwritten memo in file(?) regarding Fr.'s drinking, consulting 
Bishop Satoris who wanted it referred to V/C. 

Interoffice memo frorrREDACTED IMarymount] re complaint 
aboutREDACTED a sophomore, received a phone call from Fr. last 

REDACTED 

week at 11:00 p.m. stating he heard that was depressed and 
REDACTED , REDACTED , , 

wantec to know that he loved h1m. felt h1s express1on of love 
was inappropriate, thought Fr. had been drinking and is going to resign as 
asst. chaplain to put distance between himself and Fr. 

Undated handwritten note cards in the file (Msgr. Loomis as V/C) listing 2-
3 names of students, uncomfortable comments from Fr. 

101061mREDACTED 

1 0/07/9fREDACTED 
~EDACTED 

10/07/9f 
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10/11/99 

10/14/99 

10/19/99 

10/22/99 

Print out from the internet re:REDACTED 
REDACTED 

REDACTREDACTED REDACTED 

1 o/25/99 REDACTED 

10/26/99 

10/27/99 

10/29/99 

10/29/99 

Memo to Cardinal from V/C advising him that Fr. has retained a civil atty. 
After consultation, V/C suggests that the Cardinal send the attached ltr to 
Fr. re canonical supervision and car, and asking for a meeting. 

Ltr. from Cardinal to Fr. requesting he come in for an appointment. 

1115199 REDACTED 
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11/5/99 

11/8/99 

11/9/99 

11/10/99 

11/17/99 

11/20/99 

12/2/99 

12/6/99 

01/07/00 

01/07/00 

2/10/00 

2/14/00 

6/15/00 

REDACTED 

Copy of lengthy ltr fromREDACTED tcREDACTED ·, Fr.'s atty, 
acknowledging receipt ofREDACTED ltrs of 1 0/22 and 11/1/99 - has been 
out of the country. Explains why V/C is in contact with Fr. (authorized 
under canon law), explains the power of re~assignment, church practice. 
Responded to 5 points in atty's ltr re: demand for written statement and 
documents, psychiatric evaluation of medication, unfounded alleqation of 
alcohol abuse, pressures brought to bear on Fr. by V/C and ~R~QActTED 
REDACTED and reassignment. 

Memo to V/C from REDACTED re appointment between Cardinal and Fr. 
on 11/22/99. 

Notes from V/C on meetinq with REDACTED relating to visit by one of 
the college trusteesREDACTED supporting Fr. who had a copy of 
letter sent to Fr. outlining the five steps. 

Handwritten letter of encouragement from Cardinal to Fr. 

Memo to Cardinal from V/C recapping the situation in preparation for 
Cardinal's meeting with Fr. on 11/22. 

Letter to Cardinal fromREDACTED ., Fr.'s doctor for ten years, 
exolaininq his relationship, his support of Fr. and Fr.'s medical conditions 

REDACTED 

Ltr frorrREDACTED re conversation witrREDACTED 
He has not been bothered by Fr. 

REDACTED REDACTED 
Ltr frorr ____ to Fr. as follow up to meetinq witl and giving 
him the name and address ofREDACTED as a therapist. 

REDACTEIREDACTED REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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6/29/00 

7/7/00 

09/22/00 

12/28/00 

02/21/01 

7/30/01 

01/16/02 

03/08/02 

01/07/03 

10/2003 

REDACTED 

Memo to file from V/C (Cox) re phone call to Fr. from V/C advising him 
that his name appeared on a list among group of alleged perpetrators of 
sexual misconduct with minors prepared by attys -sketchy information 
points to allegations related to is time at St. Genevieve's from 1973-75 -
first assignment. Fr. denie~ allegations. 

Copy of pages relating to Fr. from a list supplied by plaintiff's attorneys of 
alleged perpetrators of minor abuse: 

REDACTED -St. Genevieve's 1968-77: Several times over the years in 
priest's chambers and at minor's parents home, would have minor take 
·down his pants and Fr. took down his pants and ejaculated on minor; 
when minor was 17 yrs., while his girlfriend waited outside, Fr. ejaculated 
on him. At St. Monica's, oral copulation and Fr. masturbated him, 
simulated intercourse over minor's clothes. 

REDACTED -St. Monica's 1979-82: Numerous times, Fr. 
provided alcohol, drugs & cigarettes; sexual talk, homosexual porno 
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movie, grooming behavior (dinners), hugging in sexual manner, kissing 
on the check and French kissing. 

CMOB-067-01: "Colleqe Chaplain" - Analo. assoc. oastor. aae 60. ordainArl 
1973. 'REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED r. Theraov was offArArl to vn11nC1 
men.Kt:UAl; I t:U 

R_EDACTED _ In Jan.2003 when Fr. X 
appeared on attorney list of alleged perpetrators of minors with 
sketchy information; Fr. denied any misconduct. In Oct. 2003 a 
revised list included descriptions of allegations of serious abusive 
behavior with two minor boys, one alleging abuse from 1968-77 & 
the other from 1979-82. Investigation jt.ist initiated. No action 
taken as yet. 

Additions to file: 

11/12/03 

11/17/03 

12/01/03 

12/03/03 

12/02/03 

12/03/03 

Ltr to V/C from REDACTED at St. Genevieve's in response to VIC's 
request for information and explaining her search for records and 
enclosing documents. 

Ltr. to REDACTED from V/C thanking her for the documents. 

Documents: Cert. of Baptism ofREDACTED 1960; School registration 
o1REDACTED 1976; Sacrament First Holy CommuniorREDACTED 
1968; Confirmation Certificate REDACTEDj97 4. [These are the two names 
listed on the atty's list of plaintiffs -minor abuse.] 

Ltr to V/C from REDACTED on behalf of Fr. and that Fr. denies misconduct 
and requesting a copy of his file. 

Ltr tcREDAcrEo from V/C acknowledging letter and enclosing copy of file. 

Handwritten ltr to V/C from Fr. advising him of his meeting witfEDACTED 
and that a letter is being sent to V/C on his behalf. "I have no choice but 
to ask the Board not to act on this matter until further information is 
available and a proper response can be formulated. I categorically deny 
these allegations." 

Ltr to Fr. from V/C thanking him for the letter and acknowledging receipt 
ofREDACTED letter. 
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CONFIDENTIAL & PRIVILEGED 
INVESTIGATIVE REPORT 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT WORK PRODUCT 

SYNOPSIS OF INVESTIGATION REGARDING 
FATHERSEANCRONIN 

In October 2003 the Archdiocese was notified through proper channels that 
lawsuits were filed against the Archdiocese byREDACTED charging 
that from 1979 to 1982, when he was a minor student at Saint Monica's 
High School, Father Sean Cronin provided him with alcohol, pornography 
and engaged in ldssing and hugging in a sexual manner. 

REDACTED 
Upon receipt of the above information, was identified through a 
limited background investigation. · On April16, 2004!REDACTED 
was interviewed for nearly three hours in the presence of his attorney in 
Beverly Hills, CA, by canonical investigatorREDACTED At that time 
he provided details of sexual abuse allegations by Father Cronin when he 
was a seventeen year old senior in high school. He states the relationship 
started strictly for counseling regarding his family problems when his 
mother abandoned the family. Later the relationship became what 

REDACTED believed was a friendship. At that time Cronin took him out to 
dinner nearly once a week, bought him alcoholic drinks and took him back 
to Cronin's residences for counseling sessions. Later in these evening 

. h ld 'd REDACTED 1 h .1 . 1 sess10ns · e wou proVl e more a co o ; engage m sexua 
conversations, kissing on the cheek and finally on the mouth, while holding 

REDACTED . gazing into his eyes, promising never to leave him as his mother 
did. He also states that Cronin took him to a movie with homosexual 
content. At their last meeting Cronirt requested to vievREDACTED genitals 
at which timeREDACTED ended the meetings and the relationship. 

REDACTED states that he informed no one of these allegations until very 
recently. Three persons whose names were provided byREDACTED were 
interviewed and confirmed only thatREDACTED was counseled by Cronin at 
Saint Monica's High School. One priest at St. Monica'srecalled only that 
Cronin taught there and resided in the rectory. Complete details of 

REDACTED background data and the five-page interview report are 
contained in Cronin's file. 
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Synopsis- Father Sean Cronin 

In October 2003 the Archdiocese was also notified thaREDACTED filed a 
lawsuit charging that when he was between eight and seventeen years of 
age, Father Cronin performed sexual acts including penetration and 
ejaculation on him in Saint Genevieve Church and rectory and Saint 
Monica's Church. A background investigation limited only to identifying 
him was conducted on REDACTED which is contained in Cronin's file. In 
March 2004 REDACTED attorney who is alscREDACTED attorney informed 
an attorney for the Archdiocese that he would makr<t:.uAc rEo avail~ble for 
interview; however, after numerous additional requests has not done so. 
One priest at Saint Genevieve's Church was interviewed in a negative 
attempt to confirm these allegations. 

REDACTED 
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._J·u-f'r-18 2002 15:26 FR ARCHIOCESE 
REDACTED 

MEMORANDUM 

To: REDACTED 

:From: :Montiguor Riehard Loomii!.~ 
Date: June 18, 2002 

.Qe: Special SAAB Meeting 

REDACTED 

The SAAB Board has a special meeting tonnm:ow. The <Final DmJ:l.>. of the ""Cbaner" is 
being copied for the meeting. 

Also. the cardinal would like the Board to review the attached material and make 
comments or suggestions. The Province (a. group of dioceses loosely associated with the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles) is looking at a review process to assure ootnpliance with the 
natiortal Nonns~ once they ;ue approved by Rome, 

• The memo to the bishops of the Province of Los Angeles 
• The proposed Norms the bishops of the USA are sending to Rome 
• 'The provincial Jeview process for the PtOvi:twe of Saint Paul & Minneapolis 

REDACTED rill make copies fotthemernbers. 
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COiiP¥ 

To: 

From: 

Bishop Sylvester Ryan 
Bishop John Steinoock 
Bishop Tod Brown 
Bishop Gerald Barnes 
Bishop Roberl Brom 

CardinaJ Roger Mahony 
Archbishop of' Los Angeles 

Office of 
tllc!ll'l:h\>i$hQp 
(1.13)637-1lSS 

June 17, 2002 

REREDACTED 

34Z4 
'Mtshirc 
Bauf..vard 

Subject: Provb~ctal AcCQunta.bility for the new Cbaner to Protect Children and 
Young People 

Now that we have successfully completed the work on the Charter and the Nort'.()S to Protect young people in 
the Church, I am writing to invite you to collaborate at the Provincial level to make certain that our 
accountability system is in place and at work beginning this fall. 

l wa$ quite impressed with the provindal process adopted by the Metropolitan Frovince of SL Paul in 
Minneapolis, and I would recommend that we use that particular I);).od.el as our starting point. I think our best 
approach would be to invite members from our various Diocesan clergy abuse and misconduct review boru:ds 
to come together and to help sha.ve the accountability system for our own Metropolitan Prov:ince. The work 
wllich we did to set up review teams for financial purposes will serve us as a good example and model as 
welL 

Secondly, you will note that Article 6 in the Norms requires us to have an appellate review board within the 
Metropolitan Province. I would recommend that the same group that helps us develop the accountability 
process also assist us with the review board. We would probably need to add a couple of canon lawyers to 
help with the appellate part of the process. 

My recommendation is that. we allow our various review boards some time during the summer to review the 
Charter and theN orms, and to help bring each Dioc~an policy into confonuity with what we have .adopted 
nationally. · 

Sometime in September, we Co1,1td then move forward with the provincial accountability and appellate work. 

Thanks-~~ very much for YOQ.r.willingness to work together on such an important task. 

cc: 

REDACTED 

Bishop Edward Clark 
Bishop Thomas Curry 
Bishop Joseph Sanoris 
Bishop Gerald Wilkerson 

Bishop Gabino Zavala 
Bishop Jaime Soto 
Bishop Dennis O'Neil 
Bishop Gilbert Chavez 

Pastoral R.c!glons: Ol,lr Lady of the Angels Sl!n Fernando ~ C.Wrlel San Pulro Santa. e..ubara. 
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United States Conference <Jf Catholic Bishops 
UNTTEO STATES C.ON1"ER.ENCE: OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS 

Copyright © 2002 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D. C. 20017. 
This statem~n.t may be reproduced and publicly distributed for pu:rposes of criticism, 
comment, news reporting, teaching, scholarship, or research only. 

Approved by USCCB on June J 4, 21)02, for recognitio by the lfoly See. 

Preamble 

Essential Norms for Diocesan/Eparchial 
Policies Dealing with Allegations 

of Sexual Abuse of Minors 
by Priests, Deacons, 

or Other Church Personnel 

O;n June 14, 2002, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops approved a Charter for 
the Protection of Children and Young People. The charter addtes.ses the Church's 
commitment to deal appropriately and effectively with cases of sexual abuse of minors by 
priests, deacons, and other church persoilllel (i.e., employee$ and volunteers). The bishops 
of the United States have promised to reach out to those who have been sexually abused as 
minors by anyone serving the Church in ncinistry. employment, or a volunteer position. 
whether the s~ abuse was recent or occurred many yearn ago. They stated that they 
would be as open as possible with the people in parishes and communities about instances 
of sexual abuse of minors, with respect always for the privacy and the reputation of the 
individuals involved. They have committed themselves to the pastoral and spiritual care and 
emotional well-being of those who have been sexually abused and of their families. 

In additio~ the bishops will work with parents~ civil authorities, educatoxs. and various 
organizations in the co:mnJunity to make and maintain the safest environment for minors. In 
the same way, the bishops have pledged to evaluate the bac~ground of seminary applicants 
as well as all church pen>onnel. who have responsibility for the care and supervision of 
chilch-en and young people. 

Therefore, to ensure fila! _each diocese/eparchy in the United States of America will have 
procedures in place to respond promptly to all allegations of sexual abuse of minors, the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops decrees these norms for diocesaolepaJ;Chial 
policies dealing with allegations of sexual abuse of minors by priests, deacons, or other 
church personnel. 

P.03 
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Norms 

1. These norms, after approval by the Apostolic See, constitute particular law for all the 
dioceses!eparchies of the Uruted States of America. Two years after recognitio has 
been received, these norms will be evaluated. 

2. Each dioccse/eparchy will have a written policy on the sexual abuse of minors by 
priests, deacons, or other church personnel. A copy of this policy will be filed with 
the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops within three months of the effective 
date of these norms. Copies ofany eventual revisions ofthewritten 
diocesanleparchial policy are also to be filed with the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops within three months of such modifications. 

3. Each diocese/eparchy will designate a competent assistance coordinator to aid in the 
immediate pastoral care of persons who claim to have been sexually abused when 
they were minors by priests, deacons, or other church personnel. 

4_ To assist the diocesan/eparchlal bishop in his work, each djocesefep;u-chy will have a 
review board whose functions include 

A. 'l'he assessment of allegations of sexual abuse ofminom by priests, deacons, 
and other church personnel in order to advise the dioccsanleparchlal bishop on 
whether or not the allegations appear to be credible; the assessment will be 
communicated' to the victim and accused; the board can act both retrospectively 
and prospectiv~ly on th~se matters; 

B. The review of the diocesan/eparcbial policy and procedures for dealing with 
these allegations at least every two years in order to recommend to the 
diocesan!eparohia! bishop any modifications, if appropriate; and 

C. The recommendation concerning fitne~ss for ministry in particular cases. 

S. The review board, established by the diocesan/eparchial bishop, will be composed of 
at least five persons of outstanding integrity and good judgment. The majority ofthe 
review board members will be laypersons who are not hi tho employ of the 
diocesefeparchy; but at least one member should be a priest, and at least one member 
should have particular expertise in the treatment of the sexual abuse of minor$. The 
members will be appointed for a texm of five years, which can be renewed. 

6. Each province will establish an appellate review board, to be composed of at least 
five persons of outstanding integrity and goodjudgment. The majority ofthe 
members will be lay persons; but at least one member should be a bishop, and at least 
one member should be a canon lawyer. The appellate review board's functiou will be 
to offer--upon request by the bishop, the alleged victim1 or the accused-its advice to 
the diocesan/eparchial bishop on the case (cf. norm 4A). The request must be made 

· • within fifteen (1"5) ·days after the alleged victim or the accused has been notified of 
the assessment of the irritial review board. W\thin sixty (60) days of its receiving the 
request, the appellate review board's advice will be conununicated to those involved. 

7. When a credible allegation of sexual abuse of a minor by priests, deacons, or other 
church personnel is made, the alleged offender will be relieved of any ecclesiastical 
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ministry or function. An investigation in harmony with canon law will promptly 
commence. The accused will be encouraged to retain the assistance of civil and 
canonical counsel and will be promptly notified of the preliminary findings of the 
investigation. 

8. If the credible allegation of sexual abuse of a minor involves a priest or deacon, the 
ordinary/hierarch will ask him to undergo appropriate medical and psychological 
evaluation and intervention, if possible. 

9. Where sexual abuse by a priest or deacon is admitted or is established after an. 
appropriate investigation in accord with canon law. the following will pectain: 

A. Diocesanlepatchial policy will provide that for even a single act of sexual abll$e 
of a minor-past, presen~ or future-the offending priest or deacon will be 
permanently removed from ministry. 

B. In every case, the processes provided for )n canon law must be observed, and 
the various provisions of canon law must be considered (cf. Canonical Delicts 

. Involving Se;cual Misconduct and Dismissal from the Clerical State, 1995; 
Letter f;i:om the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, May 18; 2001). 
These proVisions may include a request by the priest or deacon for dispensation 
from the obligations of holy orders and the loss of the clerical state, or a. request 
by his diocesanleparcmnl bishop for disrttissal from the clerical state even 
without the consent' of the priests or deacons. For the sake of due process, the 
accused is to be encouraged to retain the assistance of civil and canonical 
counsel. When necessary, tbe diocesefepll(Chy wi1l supply canonical c0\lll5el to 
a priest. 

C. If ilie penalty of dismissal from the clerical state has not been applied (e.g .• for 
reasons of advanced age or infmnity), the offender is to lead a life ofprayer 
and penance. He will not be permitted to celebrate Mass publicly. to wear 
clerical garb, or to present himself publicly as a priest. 

l 0. The diocese/eparchy will report to the public authorities any allegation (unless 
canonically privileged) of sexual abuse of a person who is currently a minor and will 
cooperate in their investigation. It will cooperate with public authorities about 
reporting in cases when the person alleged to have been abused is no longer a minor. 
In every instance, the diocese/eparchy will advise and suppon a person's right to 
make a report to public authorities. 

11_ Before a priest or deacon is proposed to another diocese/eparchy for assignment, 
transfer, or residence, if there is mything in his background to indicate that he would 
be a danger to children or young people, an accurate and complete description of the 
priest's or deacon's record will be forwarded by hjs ordinary/hierarch to the local 
ordinary/hjerl!Tch ofbis new residence. This holds even if the priest or deacon will 

. ·- only reside in the local community of an institute of consecrated life or society of 
apostolic life (or, in the Eastern Churches, as a monk or other religious, in a society of 
common life acc;;ording to the manner of religious. in a secular institute, or in another 
form of consecrated life or society of apostolic life). 

12. Care will always be taken to protect the rights of all parties involved, particulady 
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those of the person churning to.have been sexually abused and the person against 
whom the charge has been made. When the accusation has proved to be unfounded, 
every step possible will be taken to restore the good name of the person falsely 
ACcused. 

13. These norms will become particular law after recagnitio is received from the Holy 
See. 

Copyright © 2002 United States Conference of Catholic Eishops, Washington, D. C. 20017. 
This :statement may be. reproduced and publicly df.:;tributedfor purposes of criticism, 
comm(!nt, news reporting. teaching. scholarship or research only_ 

June 14, 2002 Copyright Q by United States Conf'erence of Catholic Bishops 

..... 
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THE PROVINCJAL REVIEW PROCESS OF THE METROPOLITAN 
PROVINCE OF ST. PAUL AND MINNEAPOLIS 
June 16, 2002 

Among the many re$pe>usib:Uities entrusted to b~shops as shepherds of their dioceses, we 
recognize that the Church asks us to preserve and repair the good order of the Church's ministry. 
We are to see to it that priests and others "correctly fulfill the obligations proper to their ~Jtate"' 
(canon 384). We are "to be watchful lest abuses creep into ecclesiastical discipline" (canon 392). 
In order to carry out our responsibilities in and for the Church, the bishops of the Province of 
Saint Paul and Minneapolis have wanted [O find ways concretely and accountably to face the 
crisis surrounding clergy abuse of minors. We come together, voluntarily and unanimously, to 
affirm cemin steps for the Catholic Church in the United States, to seek outside assistance for us 
in the Province, and to make certain couunitments about each of our own dioceses. 

As we listen to the concerns of our people, we look to the useful suggestjons made nearly a 
decade ago to a. general meeting ofthe Catholic Bishops of the United States. On November 14, 
1994, the Bishops' Ad Hoc Committee on Sexual Abuse presented Restoring Trust. Volume 1. 
In that document, the committee recommended; That con$ideratiotr. be given to setting up a 
diocesan advisory body to evaluate periodically the effectiveness of the policy in place and to 
propose re:visionJ> as indicated. 

That pattern of openness, ~parency and accountability is to be implemented in each of our 
dioceses, and the effectiveness of existing advisory bodies is to be reviewed. Furthermore, we 
propose rorrounding out diocesan boards with other supports needed for full effectiveness. To 
that end, we implement a review process which contains three levels for national, provincial and 
diocesan review: 

• Level I Review of Principles {National) 
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has clearly articulated a set of 
principles over against which each diocese?s policies and procedures are to be 
measured. The principles emerge from the work of the Bishops' Ad Hoc 
Committee on Sexual Abuse, Restoring Trust. and The Charter for the Protection 
of Children and Young People. 

• Level II Review of Policy (Provincial) 
The written policjes and procedures of each of the dioceses of our Province wUl 
be reviewed and validated at the provincial level to ensure compliance with the 
principles articulated, a.s above. This review and validation is to be performed by 
an independent Provincial Advisory Committee assembled ftom·the people of the 
Province of Saint Paul and Minneapolis, 

~ . 
. - • Level Ill Review of Practices (Diocesan) 

At the diocesan level. independent auditors are to review the processes followed. 
Such a review will happen on a regular basis and its results will be widely 
published. It will ensure that each diocese implements the approved policy for 
s~ual misconduct and the outlined procedures for identifying, reporting and 
responding to misconduct allegations. 
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LEVEL I - Review of Principles (National) 

The first level of the ptocess provides accountability by articulating principles from the Ad Hoc 
Committee on Sexual Abuse of the USCCB to guide the resr of the process. This Levell review 
is completed by the Office for Child and Youth Protection of the USCCB and by the National 
Review Board. They articulate principles that: 

1. Draw on their own expertise, the National Commission, and examples from orher churches. 
religious communities, and :professions, and 

2. Where appropriate. reflect the 1992 Five Principles to Follow in Dealing with Accusations of 
Sexual Abuse and other documents of the USCCB such as Diocesan Policies on Dealina: with 
Sexual Abuse ofMinors, and Re..stodu.g_Iwt_Vglume I, and The Charter for the Protection 
of Children and Young People, and 

3. Offer guidance for procedures to ensure compliance of the local policies with the principles 
outlined by the USCCB, such as the procedure described below or others, and 

4. Provide for regular public accounting of compliance with the principles at the national and 
diocesan levels, as well as a mechanism. for updating the principles as needed. 

LEVEL II - Review of Policy (Provincial) 

The second level of the process provides public assurance that the policy in each diocese of the 
Province of Saint Paul and Minneapolis adheres to ~national principles and that it is reviewed 
every five years. A Provincial Advisory Committee with representatives well known for their 
ethical and professional leadership, will be appointed for the Province by the Archbishop of Saint 
Paul and Minneapolis with the consent of the majority of the suffragan bishops, for a term of5 
years; the first terms staggered. This gender balanced committee shall consist of no less than ten 
members, representing a variety of professions, vocations, and those that may have been directly 
affected by sexua.I misconduct or abuse. The Provincial Advisory Committee shall: 

1. Assess the written policies and established pmced'Ul"eS of each diocese for compliance with 
the national principles; and 

2. Assess the written policies and established procedures of the diocese for compliance with 
applicable civillaws~m the state of origin; and -

3. CoWJider additional input regarding the effectiveness of diocesan victim advocacy programs, 
monitoring procedures, diocesan tntining programs, and parish compliance of diocesan 
policies gained from an advisory/review board in each diocese of the Province so as to make 
recommendations for improvement; and 
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4. Propose revisions as necessary to provide clarity, additional recommendations and/or 
changes to ensure that appropriate and realistic process and follow-up are available to alleged 
victims and perpetrators; and 

5. Offer further recommendations to the Provincial Bishops for J,"evisions to this process. 

The results of all of the above are to be arrived at through a genuinely autonomous process 
and are to be widely publicized. 

LEVEL Ill - Review of Practices (Diocesan) 

The third level of the process is to be carried out by an objective outside firm or group 
with members experienced in human resource monitoring programs. Financing for this 
monitoring firm or group is to be provided by each of the dioceses in the Province_ The finn or 
group secured to complete the monitoring or audit will: 

1. Validate that the current policies and procedures of the diocese have complied voith .and 
completed the review processes for Levels I and II and appropriate reports are on file: and 

2. Assess the effectiveness of the implementation of established policies and procedures by the 
Bishop of each diocese and the designated diocesan personnel chru:ged with the responsibility 
of dealing with both allegations and cases of sexual misconduct within the diocese; and 

3. See that ptMed'ures are in place for training clergy, employees and volunteers of diocesan 
and parish institutions regardlng the app~ved Written policies and procedures relating to 
sexual misconduct and that proper documentation guarantees ~ompletion of this training: and 

4. Provide a regular written report which validates that the policies and procedures in place are 
followed appropriately) through rating indicators and evidence of compliance. at the diocesan 
level. This report is submitted to the Bishop ofthe Diocese and the Archbishop of the 
Province, or in the case of the Archdjoces<m review, to the senior suffragan Bishop of the 
Province; and 

5. Offer an annual oral review oftbe written report which documents compliance, specific 
deficiencies and findings or recommendations to the Bishop of the Diocese, the Vicar 
General, the Board of Con.sultors, the Diocesan Presbyteral and :Pastoral Councils; and ..... 
r_ 

6_ Provide a reporting instrument to respond to identified deficiencies and recorl::Imendation5, 
outlining proces$ steps followed, to be compliant within three months of the date of the 
report; and 
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7. Outline appeal procedures to be used in the event that there are disagreements regarding 
recommendations or specific findings; and 

8. Communicate results of the diocesan audit process to the people of the diocese through 
the diocesan newspaper. using an official summary statement, listing of recommendations, 
and follow· up r>::sponse for compliance by the monitoring finn or group; and 

9. Offer recommendations for improvements to this process. 

Adoption and Implementation 

This Provincial Review Process ofthe Metropolitan Province of St. Paul and Minneapolis $hall 
be adopted as of July 1, 2002. The means for selecting the members of the Provincial Advisory 
Committee, and diocesan monitOring/audit firms or groups shall be determined by October l, 
2002, and in place by December l, 2002. The first provincial review process for the Province 
shall be completed no later than October 1, 2003 and regularly thereafter . 

.. . . 
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