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CHAPTER SEVEN 

FACULTIES 

JAMES H. PRovosr 

I. AUTHORITY TO GRANT FACULTIES 

II. NECESSARY FACULTIES 

ill. OPTIONAL FACULTIES 

APPENDIX: SAMPLE DOCUMENTS 

Although the current law of the Church grants various faculties to clergy 
for pastoral functions, faculties must still be granted by the diocesan bishop 
or other local ordinary for some ministries in a diocese. In addition, it has 
become the practice in many dioceses to include in a listing of "faculties" 
those items granted by the law itself, or other pastoral suggestions and 
reminders of the requirements stated in the law. 

I. AUTHORITY TO GRANT FACULTIES 

Generally, faculties are issued in the name of the diocesan 
bishop, eYen if he bas designated someone else to issue the 
faculties in bis name. 

As discussed above in Chapter Four, canon law distinguishes between 
- diocesan bishops and local ordinaries. When the canons use the term "local 

ordinary," this includes the diocesan bishop, vicars general, and episcopal 
vicars within their scope of competence (c. 134, §2). When the canons use the 
term "diocesan bishop," only the diocesan bishop is meant; if the bishop 
desires someone else to ad on his behalf in these instances, be must 
specifically delegate the person for this. 

, Most matters traditionally included in diocesan faculties can be done by 
the local ordinary, so the faculty to do them could be extended by the 
diocesan bishop, vicar general, or an episcopal vicar within the scope of his . . -

98 

,~ 

. ~ ". 

-- i 
' t 

-.- f* 

J 
::.';··. 

·:.,~~-

~;t 
;..-_:,;;...: 

~£~~-
--~-;:. 

~~ 
-:..;;.; 
·.rg 

:~ 
·J'L 
·:a~. 

~~ 
_ijit-

·:if 
-~::-
-~S·· 

~;f: 
ft 
~ . - -. 

FACULTIES 99 

competence. This includes the crucial faculty of bearing confessions ( c. 969, 
§1). 

Faculties granted in the name of the diocesan bishop can be extended by 
anyone the bishop delegates for this purpose. The vicar general, an episcopal 
vicar, or at times the diocesan chancellor have commonly been delegated to 
grant diocesan faculties; at times, deans have also been authorized to do this 
by the bishop. In these cases, the faculties come from the bishop; the 
application of them to an individual cleric is done by a delegate of the 
bishop.' 

Granting faculties is an administrative act by which a favor (the faculties) 
is extended to an individual. - Before issuing the faculties the person who 
extends them should be informed as to the competence and reliability of the 
person who will receive them (c. 50). They should be in writing (c. 51), and 
even if communicated orally (as in an emergency situation) a record should 
be kept of this and a written set of faculties should be supplied to the 
individual as soon as possible. 

Removing faculties is also an administrative act. The diocesan bishop can 
remove faculties, as can another executive in the diocese authorized to do this 
(e.g., the vicar general or an episcopal vicar acting within the scope of his 
authority) unless the diocesan bishop bas restricted this to himself. A 
delegate may remove faculties only if authorized to do this. 

Since removing faculties Can have an adverse affect on the individual's 
reputation as well as on the ministry available in the diocese, the one who 
decrees they are to be lifted must first seek out the necessary facts and should 
hear those concerned, especially the person whose faculties are being removed 
(c. 50). 

II. NECESSARY FACULTIES 

The only faculty which is strictly necessary for a priest to minister is the 
faculty to bear confessions (c. 966, §1). The law itself grants this faculty to 
local ordinaries, canons penitentiary, and parish pastors (c. 968, §1). Certain 
religious superiors also have this faculty from the law to bear confessions 

'Because the issuing of faculties in the bishop's name can be in virtue of delegation for this 
by the bishop, especially when done by the diocesan chancellor, there does not appear to be any 
obstacle to the bishop delegating a lay pctSOn to issue faculties in his name. Tue point is under 
some discussion by canonists, but in practice the bishop's action of delegating someone to issue 
faculties in his name, and their actually doing it, would be valid even if the matter is disputed, 
in virtue of c. 14. 
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This is an appeal for clemency, mercy, understanding, or whatever 

is missing in the situation of Jim Hoder.(Rev. James Hoder). Maybe 

it'~ 'understanding.' 

I have lived for over a year with Jim, 

I have conversed with him, many hours: been in his company many days: 

there are no secrets here. Jim is exceptionally intelligent. He is a 

priest who loves God, loves his priesthood and loves the Church. 

do I write this appeal? I am a priest forty years, 

and I write because I feel that an injustice is 

being done to Jim Hoder .•• an injustice in this sense: when comparing. 

cases (and I know several) where priests who have made more mistakes 

both in number and gravity, are returning to ministry. 

Jim Hoder is not a pedophile. He is not a sex addict or for that matter 

any kind of addict. There are no lawsuits, no publicity. There is nothing 

about his case which should exclude him from all ministry in the Church. 

·He is neither a danger nor a threat to anyone. 

Certainly, there must be some job for such a highly talented priest 

as Jim. 

Why do I write this appeal? My conscience tell me to come to his defense. 

st. Paul tells Timothy: "No one came to my defense." He says, "They 

all abandoned me.·' I pray that it wi 11 not be held against them." 

I feel a lot of pain about Jim Hoder because I understand him. I J{now 

that he is in deep pain ... and probably feels abandoned .... abandoned 

by the Church he loves. 

I pray that you will give this a prayer. I pray that somebody up there 

in Chicago will give this case a review ... or something ••• a few prayers: 

a little 'understanding• ... mercy •. whatever! 

Thank ~ciu for listening~ •• 

A brother priest: a wounded one~·· 

Sincerely 
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ARCI·IDlOCESE or Cl·!.lCA(;(} 

O/fin:. of the Ciw:ncdhr 
3 }2/~~.:087 ,,23 ! 5 

Dear JJ:::ac.on J-1od{.:::r: 

/:.p:ril 8,. 1975 

Upon recornrnei:z'L=U.o.:: o.f the Scrnhu:r.ry ffUi:Ui' m1d m1.dcr the 
dlrectlon of JU~> E.rrJ.hK:n1.:.:e~ C:u:dtn:.~1 (\/!y,, r o.::.-n pJ..o:c;iu.d ro ctd.1 yon to 
t1x: 0-.t"<:.k:.r- of Fx:-·lesthz-;c)d, tu };(' on.bhK;d on klay J,Jt 197\, for ricxvice 
iJ.t tl1e /\J':C.l1rJioGe:=:~e f)f c:·~~j_c:.::.g·o~ 

)\.i\.e-.:: .. r~(f5"1G"l~.1t0=,tio_:J v/·;x:h tb.c ~·:n·:ttf of ::.he Se:.:J::tn.::tTy 8J:K1 th.f~ 

IJtoce.e~~.rl (;J c·::r g:r -f ~er· ::;{:;J\r:.c:} n~)~::..\'d §- .1 t bits "bt.:c.::n :t e: t:~nxr: tne:n.d.ed tb .. :1.t :rc~u 
})(; a:~:~\~{~::r:_,;:{1 ::ls /\f:r:,f;(>}J:t::_::: .F~:lSt::>r at the·. r~t-::r}st~ of St( i.L:l~. (:l;lc.:1g<\ 
\.Vhnsi.c h.i.stor J.::; H<~'-vC:\.nri .Hayrn•.md J, L·L;;:-rJ.s,·;n, 

In a<)C<>nht:J1ce \VJxh the p:roce~.h.u:e i3ct up by the I\:::rsonncl 
Bo.n.xd;:: a1:"-:ra . .n,ge1~·H.=::.ntG u:.i~u b<:.L1g~ iru:td.e J{J:r ·y·ou ;:o co.:.~bu.1:t v?.itJ1 tJ:;e p~·:.stor 

.s.nd hi(; staff 1x.'1.'rxre yvux fur;wJt npp::::dJmner<t hi <i.;n:Gt:1::ced (<rfter c,-rd.buinn) 
t~y t1-h~; (~ax ~.Ji.r2nl ( c; .:11:tcrn .J 7 6 )-.c 

I mn h<'q::ip--5' t:o lnve the opyxr.rtG.n.h.y tn ;;.~_:qv:c,ss rny co;1f.;n:tu1.ai.ions 
to 3rou (D1(1 i\) \ve1ccrrne yon to tl1{~ priu~~(b}:)orl \V{:=--: \\tf.Ll sb..::t.t"'f; i1j se.t·vlc.e to 
the AxchcHocc~;e of Ch\c;::i.gni> 

\\!-l~J1!J1g· -~/OU an. {:J~n}nd;.~.1\CC r.~f }"J.1.ef.~f~ing;8 a.t f~~tf:tc:T. tJrn.c~ ~~J}t.1 

\Vith all good \V.LJ;.es,, r ;;nn 

}.{(~\t'<~ f\:ts1.;-c.: r~ .. lchn:.rd J\~ J?(.oscr.ne:~~le:r 

(.;~J.:\.l~C~ L~ T. .• J .. :C)I~ 
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AR(:H.D10Cf~)[ ()} CfJJC/\CO 

}{r;·{./C:I~f.~nd ~J~:t[!.H.:s A .... fJ(:d.t=.:1,. 
St , I ta Hc;etory 
1220 W, Cr:d1iJ.pa 
Ch"it;rigo, Illinois G0{Vi0 

CHICAGO, Ji. UNO!$ Hlt.90 

May 21, 10B2 

ln ;::.ceo:·'danee \.Vi.th CDnon <l76, und followtng- th.0 recomm;,,nda~ 
Hon of tlrn l\to<:ec=><=in Clergy Pen.:;omwl B<.i1u·d. I :-1m pl;;:ru0d to <.i.ppoint you 
Associate 1\.=;.sto.r to the Hevr,::i'<c'rld. John ,J. Spith:•)Vt,k;Y', Pt,wtur, A.ssumptiun 
pa~:-1::,h ( 2,Hh f) L'<:;et) , 

T.hL~' appo.iDLn<;nt it; cffcetive June 8, 1982, Ln1t I wrmld <J.:::;k you 
to iw=dze a.rr::i1J.;,':(;enm1t;;:> h'Hh tl"H~ f':,uto1' ;,,Lout trH=~ cg::r<:t rbte \\:'hem you will 
H~~~~tln~B y·fni.r nev; ~J~~ti.es" 

WJyJ.i.tng you (;\.:<:ry bk'.>:'~;Jng ;,ind pr·.kintly ;_:;u(_~ce~-;:s in yon.l' new 
prwtnr;:l1 ;:: ssi rcnrnen t' 1 <";J!) ' 

.rRK: ag · 

,,,...r ... ")' ,.,...,...,, ,,.,,,.,,.,,... • A <:>--·L~- .{,~. fy_ _u;:.~:-k:;__(l/ 
( ... ·~'~n'y Ht'VP<'~'nd -Li1rn H, }\c<'<ting 
--- A drn.lrd:c;iYntor 

ec: Ihw. John J. Spitkovsky 
Rev .. Rktrnrd J. Fdlcr 

bee: _..,,~\nR(:da Punzi "" .Fo.r TCC, 1i1.ff.:ek o.f 
,.(.~· .,. ... ~---~·-···················.,_.,.,_.,_.,_.,_.,_.,_~ 

.... -~::·· 
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ARCHD10CLS[ UF CH~C.AGO 

POST orncc BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ll.LINOIS 60690 

Office of the Chanc!'llor 
312/751-8211 

Reverend James A. Hoder 
Assumption Church 
2434 s. California 
Chicago, Illinois 60608 

Dear Father Moder: 

M~y 7, 1984 

' Due to the transfer ot Fat~er John Spit~p~~~y, the 
office of Pa.sto,r- of P.ssumpt.t.on Ch.u;r-·ch, ti.a.s beco:rn.e. vc;i.c~Ji..t, 

In accord with Canons 539 anO.. 540, an.d by special 
mandate of Cardinal Bernardin, I am plea.sea: to a.rpoint you 
as Parochial Administrator of this parish. This appointment 
is effective immediately c;i..ri..d will te;qnin.ate with. th_e a.ppoint­
ment of a new Pastor. 

I wish to thank you for accepting this added respon­
sibility. I am confident that you will fulfill this office 
with competence, compassion, and in acco;r-d with the attached 
guidelines. 

I am sure that the people of Assumption pa.rish will 
be well served during this interim period, and that they in 
turn will support you in your ministry to them. J3e assured· 
of my own availability if you need any assistance, 

With prayers and good wishes, I remain 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

Reverend Kenneth Velo 
Vice Ch.ancello;r-

cc: Most Reverend Placido Rodriguez 
Reverend James J. Martin 
Reverend John Spitkovsky 
Clergy Personnel Board 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Office of the Archbishop 
May 17, 1985 

Dear Father Hoder: 

It gives me great pleasure to appoint you as Associate 
P~stor to the Rever~nd Millard P. O'Keefe, Pastor of Saint 
David parish, Chicago, Illinois. This appointment is made 
following the recommendation of the Clerqy Personnel Board. 

This appointment is effective June 1, 1985, but I would 
ask you'to make arrangements with Father O'Keefe about the 
exact date you will a~sume your new duties. 

At this time I would like to thank you for the good 
work you have done at Assumption parish. Your priestly 
ministry there has bP.en productive of much good and also, I am 
sure, deeply appreciated by the people~ 

Know that as you begin your new assignment you have my 
support and prayers. I in turn ask for your prayers and 
support in the work that I am doing. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

Reverend James A. Hoder 
Assumption Church 
2434 South California 
Chicago, Illi~ois 60608· 

cc: Reverend ~illard P. O'K~efe 
Reverend Lawrence J. Craig 
Clergy Personnel Board ~· 

Archbishop of Chicago 
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Victim Statement Abstract 

This abstract replaces handwritten notes by Torn Ventura, Vicar for Priests of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago, dated July 15, 1985, regarding a phone conversation with Victim MM. According to 
the notes, Victim MM stated that he was abused by Fr. James Hoder and another unidentified 
priest while in the seminary. Victim MM stated the alleged abuse consisted of intercourse and 
ended after Victim MM graduated. 
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Vicar for Priests 
800 North Clark Street, _Suite 311 

Chicago; Illinois 60611 
Off· (312) 642-1837 
Res: (312) 528-0540 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

October 22, 1985 

TO: Rev. James Hoder 

FROM: Rev. Thomas Ventura 

RE: Summary of our 10/21/85 meeting 

Jim, I mentioned I would send you this summary of some of the key 
points of our meeting. As I said to you, I admire your generosity in 
wanting to help young people from your former parish, Assumption, who 
have been in serious trouble. I know you are especially sensitive to 
the fact that other adults, both familial and professional, seem to 
have "given up" on these young people. However, it seems that your 
well-intentioned efforts are frustrating the effectiveness of your over­
all ministry.at the present time. Therefore: 

1. Do not welcome these young people into th~ rectory. 

2. Do not drive over to their area to provide transportation for them. 

3. If there must be some kind of communication with them, limit it 
to telephone conversations. 

I appreciate your cooperative attitude in our meeting yesterday, and 
I look forward to our next meeting on November 25, 1985, at 10:00 AM. 

-------------------------------------------------- -
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Vicar for Priests 
800 N.orth Clark Street, Suite 311 

Chicago; fllinois 60611 
Off- (312) 642-1837 
Res: (312) 528-0f40 

,,,. &'ii 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

POST OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

December 18, 1985 

Millard O'Keefe and Jim Hoder 

(Meeting with Tom Ventura) 

I. Expectations: (Millard) 

2. ·Significant presence: People perceive Jim as a resident rather than an 
associate because they don't see him around. Jim's teaching takes about 6 hours per 
week. He also takes care of an aged, ailing father. Also hecause Jim is not present, 
Millard is·not able to communicate with him about immediate concerns. 

3. Personal concern: Millard worked with a priest who was considered "lazy." 
He was bounced from one parish to another. It was almost as if he was running away 
from parish responsibilities. Millard worries about a similar pattern developing 
in Jim's life. He seems to have a difficult time balancing his priorities between 
outside interests and parish duties. If something has to give, it is parish acti-

. vities that go down the tube. 
eg. - working with altar boys has been irregular 

- communion calls for the sick: there have been complaints that Jim doesn't 
come very often. 

- Sister Lyonette: If a person works hard and effectively I tend to be passive 
and give them plenty of room. She does have a tendency to be domineering. 
I can call her on that and she can take it. You can call her on it also. 

- CCD: The perception is that you're not interested. 
- Multi-parish area ministry. It is a challenge, but it is the fact of life for 

our area. If it is too difficult for Jim, he should move because it is a 
stressful situation. There is Hispanic ministry in suburban areas which are 
not consolidated in area ministry situations. 

II. Expectations: (Jim Hoder) 

1. Sister Lyonette: We are working better now. I understand that her frus­
trations are not just all me. I used to take it personally. 

2. CCD: It is on Sunday and I like to be around to greet the people. I also 
felt like I was interrupting their lesson plan when I went into the classrooms one 
time. 

3. Servers: With a consolidated school it is hard to identify who your kids 
are. What makes them identify with St. David's parish? 
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4. Priorities: On Sundays people ask me to do things. I don't like to say 
No; eg. the Cubans and their confraternity. It is hard to sort out conflicting 
demands. I try to be a man of prayer. I try to walk around the neighborhood and 
not just stay in the Rectory. It has been a slow entry, but more and more I feel 
at home. 

5. I am the kind of person who· likes to be told what to do. One Sunday I 
remarked that I was tired and one of the Sisters reacted as if I had said something 
terrible. 

III. Discussion 

M. - Concerning reputation. When I hear priests making comments about one another, 
I consider the source. Do I respect the man .making the observation or not? 
My real concern is that the criticisms of Jim about being lazy or a problem 
come from priests I respect. 

,. 

Ventura - Concerns about Millard's health, about Jim's growth as an effective priest, 
and about Jim's dealings with some pretty crafty street kids who may take advan­
tage of his efforts to help them. I asked Jim to avoid involvement with those 
youngsters, and Millard to serve as Jim's on site supervisor in this regard, and 
for either of them to call upon Ventura for assistance when necessary. 

M. - A comment on Sister Mary's reaction about Jim saying he was tired on Sunday. 
She reacted to Jim's overall image rather than one specific incident. 

Ventura - Talked about "significant presence" meaning to try .to be at events, places, 
events that are important to.people and to make an impact, to give recognition 
to people, to recognize that I am a public person, and to try to be a "ward 
heeler" without'heip.g a phony. 

Hoder - Sometimes I need people to give me a push. to alert me to events where I 
should be present. 

Ventura - Can Millard do that for you without you getting hurt or annoyed at him 
being too bossy? He seems to be willing to do that if it is helpful to you. 

Hoder - Can you give specifics? 

Millard - The Mananitas on Guadalupe feast. rhe CCD program. 

IV. Specifics (40 hours a week) 

M." - Jim has Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday as his teaching days. But.in our con­
solidated parish situation those are our key work days. Monday is a business 
day. Friday is a good day for me, Millard, to take off so as to rest up for the 
Saturday afternoon-Sunday busy time. Sunday evening and.Monday would be the 
best time for Jim to take off, in my view. That would free me. 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday are days when you are needed. (Teaching from 
11:45 to 2:30 including travel time could fit in OK). On Friday Jim would be 
the priest on call for the entire parish. Afternoons do tend to be a slower 

'time, although we have both a morning and afternoon session to our pre~school 
and kindergarten. However, Tuesdays at 2:30 PM are our staff meetings. 

Ventura - For our next meeting both priests will try to do a time schedule 
typical week. 
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Millard - I'll be on vacation and study for January. I will ask Sister Lyonette to 
handle the administrative matters. 

NEXT MEETING: February 19 at 10:00 AM 

copies: Millard O'Keefe 
Jim Hoder 
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VicaT for Priests 
800 North Clark Street, Suite 311 

Chicago; fllinois 60611 
Off" (312) 642-1837 
Res: (312) 528-0540 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

POST. OFFICE BOX 1979 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 

Ray Goedert _ j 

Tom Ventura 1 V 

Jim Hoder (progress report) 

June 23, 1987 

Please contact him to make an appointment for a "progress report" and super­
visory meeting in a month or two. Jim needs constant but gentle prodding. He 
is a complex man with many personal and professional issues to work through. 

AOC 014719 



' ' 

1-lt-f.r:,: J· UA-u. 1 ~ .. ·~/~ ~···~ ~ 
~-~~.·~ n,.~·~·~·,co·~ 

'7' 1r; wi£i.·:~~ ~ ~/ 
~e,ca.£&. ~·~·i.·~·~·. /,/.'A-, 

.• ~ ~- ~~fl. u ~/ ~ 

... ~~~-~~-~~-If>~·-~.· . 

.. ~ ~ k ·~ ~ ·u·~~~:*·~~ ·~. 
7_·-y3.fir/' . . . )?-,~.'~ '-U~ 

. f1~A>~-~-I~ ·Ji U<~44;:., 

. ·(,· '- ~ t:i'e • .-. . .- , a J • . 

~·~;A. ·.·~ ~#. 

AOC 014720 



/~,/-!!': ~.Wiol, ~ & ·~, ~· //. 4 ~ 
prl ~~#Hu ~/Ud~ ~ ~ .. 
'~~~.~~~/·~~; 
4d "/~.4-/U.~/~ lb~~ 
~ · w;a ~ ~,. 4~~~~~ { H. ~~"~'-~") 

/tJ-/J7~fr: ~-~1~ '!·~' ~ u~~ 
. . /~.-~ ./l.U.11. ~. ·u¢l -~ ~ IU-/ ~ 

.·~·~ ~~.at.~·~··'~·1~ 
-~~--~-~./,!t.4~ A~ef_· ~ 

.~~<~~·. - • 

/l~/j",f): ;J~ ~ ~ fk.P/~· ~ ~./Uca 
/(.-£<_~~~. ku-~ ~ 
~-~.~ fu, ~~ ,4.uU~~-~~. 

/()- yf ·I .J 

. ~ .... ...... 

Scanned by 

SEP 2 5 2009 

-Archives·& Records 

-- _____________________ __. 

AOC 014721 



... 
3. 

I~- ;-1.fr.~ K //LL, 11 ~ ~ !(.~ A.~~~ 
·.· ·, u·A- ~- ~. ~/b~ul4"1#t. ~-, 

. ~-IV~ .. ·IL_~ LU. 

'.~WU tu/·~ !L IUi4tLd ~ Wu.-~ 
.!>¥. ~~I /k~c:~_,f . . 4.~¢1.. 
i~~ nd~~. ' ~/b~ ~.~~. 
'1 

/~, II-fr:. t,n,.~".eU.~ ~ II ~ ~ ~~ 

( ~-- :.~ ~-. h~~ "-,.~l U·~~ :J- - ~ ·-· ~ ·- ·Li.. A~~.r~ · ~ 1c.c.,....._... ..... r '/1 · · ,---~-, ~ ,---~-7,, 

.' 4M..d u MA~· ·Jh. ~.-ie ~· ~ /Jf.IJ 

I·~ u ,v ~·~II ./~ ~/L .1 

'. 1·~ »Ud~w7~. 
/1"-lf:f.>: hld:Z-'1 tt)i.,U' /IA,. ~ //. . ·1; ~ nU ~, 

tvn,I_ ~I··~. (~. ~,) 

5·1>-·I"': ~-~Af. '~rlc..I ~-Ue,~~ 

1 ·~·//. ~ l'.~~·t'-y ~()1 ~ A~~e~ 
1

• /~ ~ ~-· /) IL. · tVLJ U (Ar/(.<.,-Uee',/!.. 

··~ /""llY ~~ 11U:-1 :~-tAf-/'~"'°1 ~ 
5=1J -It: · m. ~ /1. ~ .~ ~- 1'4 ~-*,ee,e.t::e u 

Wu ~~4~?-~ .. 

AOC 014722 



~·· 

' 
: i 

J:1f-t': ~ wa,{, At.~ 1-1 ~ lk~'e~($.-. ~ 11<~~. 
/f. ~ -'.~ .. 1 ~ ~ ~·f 
-~(L~u,~.-~~~- . 
-~ u ~ ~. u, ~-~ ~ ~~~~ee. 
~ -a/l.Uk:~u 1>14.· ~ ~· 
!Jrl;I.· ~ ~ ,111 ~ ~ -~., ~ !U-~ .: 

. • - . . •• t ' 

{"(,· /{. ~} . ' 

-- - - - - ... ~ s . ~ '. 

!-11-T/: · ~-~~./'. __ ~,~ ~:~-~~ 
.,_ ~~-~-~#.-~.· ~ ~. 
~ -~~ ~-. uAa:. ~-~ .: . 
~·~. ~~ 

. ~- k.~tut.Z'-4_~ u a~,¢~.c.L. 
~~~~·/I) -~('te.L 
~~~-8/-~~-~~ 

·. ~· ·- -~.'.... - '. ... . ' 

II // 17 / , ·· 'h~ 1 ~ / /,. . .ii. "!/. "'·- if_ I · .. ..,_ "' . ,/1.A~1 J ~,~ /. L;,,._./ 
' .• ,,,.,. 1n~ ~ •. ···~ r--:-~ r·r' 

· .r ~ ~ ~- eu~< w·~~- ~·1tf'!) ~ .WU-

.. ~Ut 4- ~~~~~-.... 

SEP 2 5 2009 

Archives & Records 

AOC 014723 



s: 

/J./I· f6: ~ iu ~e-tt ~-j" U ~ //. >. ~ ~ ~ 
. ~ &u~"~~ 1 ~ LU~.,Y.~a.i ~· 
"''/~~to~ ~~~·1 ~ ~ ~~ 
~fa~~.~~ ~~~_,J. 

t'' '4-d. I ~ ~ IA/iU ~~a~ A ~·di b -e~ 

1-1'- Tr: 
~-/f. f7 

-1· f, 17 

j ~ f 4'p, t. Uti,.11 ~-hae-~L·, 

"" - ; 1-17: 

{. yJ_ 1'1: 

----------------- --

AOC 014724 



Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File (R. Goedert) 

DATE: Dec. 12, 1988 

RE: James Hoder 

l. I talked to llllllllllllltoday. I asked him if he would check out with detec-
tive to see what information he might have regarding the so-called 11 Fr. 
Jimmy" ... talked to detective - He said that detective - is a 
wonderful policeman who has just ~romoted to sargent. He has an excellent 
reputation. llllknows him well. When he mentioned the case to sargentllll, 
he remembered the case clearly. He called it a "major burglary". But he was 
certain that there was no priest involved. He would remember, he said, if any 
priest had been mentioned. He has done enough covering for priests in the past 
and he would have been very alert to such a thing, but no one mentioned anything 
at all about a priest. The name 11 Fr. Jimmy" meant nothing to him. · He was certain 
that it does not appear on the police report 11111111. · 
2. -said that in view of dectective- promotion, he will no longer be 
involved with .area 4 propert~ime, so he will have nothing further to do with 
the case. I agreed to call llllllllin the event I get any further information. But 
until then, I am just going to drop the matter, as I don't think it would be fair 
to jeopardize a priest's reputation based on such flimsy evidence from rather 
ureliable sources. 

·I 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CI-IrCAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File (R. Goedert) 

DATE: Feb. 9, 1990 

RE: James Hoder 

1. Fr. Millard 0 1 Keefe, the pastor of St. David ts called. He said that Fr. 
Hoder 1 s term will be expiring this June and he felt obliged to make known to 
me some of the situations concerning Jim. He did not think it would be very 
helpful to just let Jim go to another assignment without at least bringing 
to the attention of someone in authority the concerns that Millard has about 
Jim. 

2. We had a very lengthy conversation and I suggested to Millard that it would 
be very helpful if he would wr.ite me a letter giving as many examples of erratic 
behavior as possible. I can then call Millard down to fill in the details. 

3. Millard also said the housekeeper,-' would 1 ike to speak to .. me, but 
she was very nervous and insists that her information be kept confidential, 
as she fears what Hoder might do. 

4. 111111 got on the phone. Sh~e personal housekeeper at St. David 1s 
for 29 years. Her last name is~ 

5. --said that she has not spoken to anyone other than to Fr. 0 1 Keefe. She 
sai'd"""t"h"aHoder is 11as gay as you make them 11

• She says the people Hoder deals 
with are also gay. He has a lot of literat~re and photos around his room and 
everything is of men. 

6. I askedllllllll how old these men were and she estimated anywhere from age 16 
to 22. Some-or-Fhem are definitely minors. They ~pstairs to his room. 
Most of the time, however, the door is left open. llllllllsaid that Hoder is 
reading a gay book right now, the title of which is 11 The Color of My Hair 11

• 

7. - said Hoder is a very secretive person. She has no idea if he acts 
outhlS""homosexuality. He did have a gay guy stay overnight in his room and ••I believes that they were in the .same bed. He was young; about 18 years old 
or so. said that she is· a very observant woman, though not a nosey one. 

8. I asked her· about drugs, marijuana, etc. and she indicated that there was 
no incident of this that she is aware of. 

9. -says that Hoder receives a lot of collect calls. Many of them ... 
from jail birds. One is definitely calling him from the jail. They·want 
to accept the charges and she will refuse. 

10. With regard to the parish, aid that Hoder is very lax and will get 
out of whatever work he can. main concern was Hoder 1 s homos~xuality. 
She said she thinks he has 11 an emotional problem 11

• She said that she knows 
this just by looking at him. He is no help at all to Fr. orKeefe. One guy, 
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••,who is a gay, calls a lot. None of these people are parishioners. 

11. With regard to his personal habits,- said he is a very 11 scuzzy 11 person. 
He throws all of his dirty clothes on th~r instead of using the hamper. He 
doesn't shower. He smells. He seems to be in a depression now and sleeps all 
day long. Sometimes he'll say he'll be there for supper, but doesn't show. We 
always have to ask him whether he is going to be in. He is no· .. help whatsoever 
around the parish. 

12. I askedllllll if she had ever seen anything that appeared to be stolen in 
his room and she said 11 No 11

• 

13. After talking to~ Millard got back on the phone. He mentioned that 
1111 spoke about pictures and he recalls that on the visor in his car there is 
a picture of a man, the one who arranged for Hoder to get the Mercedes. Hoder 
said this same man comes to the rectory frequently with a·woman who is dressed 
in a very reveal.ing fashion. They are from the north side and are friends of 
Hoder's. Whenever they come, they come together and she is always dressed in 
the same seductive way. Millard can't figure it out. And he wonders why, if 
they are husband and wife and friends of Hoder's, he doesnrt have a picture of 
both of them on the visor instead of just the man. 

AOC 014733 



Dear Ray, 

ST.DAVID CHURCH 
3210 S. UNION AV. 

CHICAGO, IL. 60616 
312-842-0055 

I am sendi-ng you this note to remind you of our conversation about· the 
placement of Fr. Jim Hoder, whose term expires this coming June. I am very 
concerned about Jim's future assignment both for himself and for the parish 
that he will be serving. 

Jim has a definite lack of purpose in his sense of parish ministry. He has 
a definite lack of maturity and sense of judgement. He has put himself into 
situations that are suspect even if innocent. For example, the occasion a 
few years ago when he had a young man stay in his room over night when 
guest rooms were available. On occasion pornographic and homosexual 
literature has been left in the room and seem by more than one member of 
the staff. 

With regard to ministry and dedication it is the feeling of Sister Leonette 
and myself that Jim is seriously deficient in sense of purpose, dedication, 
responsibility and accountability. He has scheduled many meeting with the 
servers and not shown up or has come in late. Leading to a loss of interest 
in many of the youth in this ministry. He has not taken the invitation of 
our CCD and BCA staffs to come and invite the youth to this ministry. He 
has just recently not taken care of a repair to one of our staff vehicles 
which could lead to a serious accident. He has inferred to communion calls 
that weekly visits are a great inconvenience to the staff. He has shown a 
lack of direction and preparation in dealing with our RCIA program. There 
is a constant necessity to check and supervise Jim as if he were a 15 year 
old seminarian instead of priest ordained 15 years. 

In addition to this there is a marked deterioration in his personal hygiene 
and appearance which has been called to his attention privately by Sr. 
Leonette. I am concerned about his health as his weight is getting to the 
point of morbid obesity. On a recent occasion he went to a wake and was not 
recognized as a priest because of his appearance and he did not introduce 
himself as such and the family complained about his lack of presence since 
they did not know he had ben there. The cavalier attitude he displayed in 
handling the matter was a scandal to the staff person who had to convey the 
request for a visit to him. There is still a problem about the way he keeps 
his room so much so that on occasion the exterminators have said his room 
is a breeding ground for bug. The housekeeper has all but given up on 
making his room neat and she pr ides herself on the neatness of our home 
where she has worked for 29 year. 

All this indicated to me that Jim has some very serious problems that are 
not being dealt with adequately at this time. I write this to you because I 
feel I have gone as far as I can go and have been frustrated, but I am 
concerned that Jim receive the help he needs to be a good priest or if this 
is part of his problem that he be able to deal with it now. Right now I 
feel that he cannot function effectively as a priest, is a danger to 
himself in terms of health and hygiene and would be more problem than help 
to any parish or pastor. Sr. Leonette and I wish to be helpful in anyway 
that we can in helping Jim to deal with his problems that he might be happy 
in whatever course his life takes in the future. 

Thank you for hearing me, 
Yours in Christ, 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 2/15/1990 

Fr. Hoder, Associate at st. David, is open to the area, rut is not limiting 
himself to thinking only al:x>ut this area for ministry. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File (R. Goedert) 

DATE: March 8, 1990 

RE: James Hoder 

1. Millard O'Keefe, the pastor at St. David's, came in to see me together with 
Sr. Leonette, the Pastoral Associate. Their purpose was to discuss Jim Hoder. 
Jim's term expires in June and he will be moving on. Millard's concern is that 
Jim would just go into another assignment and the same problems would develop 
again. Millard has nothing to gain or lose and could easily walk away from all 
of this and just let the chips fall where they may. But he ·feels he owes it to 
Jim to try to get him to:.seek the help he needs. 

2. The first issue Millard and Sister talked about was Jimrs health. Jim is 
not taking care of himself at all. They estimated th~t his waist-line is at 
least 50 inches. He is an over-eater and he has just let himself go as far as 
his personal appearance is concerned. He looks very sloppy and has a very poor 
self-image. 

3. With regard to ministry, Jim has no sense of this at all. Jim is gone from 
the parish much more than he is present. He does do a·cl~ss with the pre-school 
children, but that is about all. He is supposed to be involved in RCIA and 
the giving of instructions, but he does it poorly. ·Either he doesnrt want to 
do .these things or he just can't. He also. is in charge of altar boys, but he 
cancels practices so frequently that the altar boys just lose;.heart and give up. 
Instead of training the kids himself, he lets their·older brothers who are altar 
boys do it. The altar boys have disintegrated at St. ·David rs. Jim ne~er ibi­
tiates anything. He is extremely nervous at the altar. Sister said he is 
constantly picking on his fingers. 

4. Jim rarely eats meals at the rectory. He will sometimes say he is going to 
be there, but more often than not, he does not show~ The only thing he does with 
regularity is liturgical events where he can pick up a little extra pocket money. 
For instance, Jim is always anxious to have the Michael Reese beeper because it 
means $50 per call. There is just no sense of liturgy, especially on special 
occasions. He even does announcements poorly and if Millard really wants to. 
get a message across, he has to do it himself. Jim would follow a plan if 
Sister worked it out step by step. But otherwise; he is very insecure and 
confused at the liturgies. 

5. Jim shows no initiative. He does not have the ability to follow through 
on anything. He will promise to do something, but then doesn't. Sister 
will even indicate what has to be done with regard to RCIA and then he'll 
turn around and do whatever he pleases. 

6. Socially, Jim doesn't relate well at all. All his friends seem to be 
outsiders. They are either young kids from Assumption or people from St. 
Ita's. He is very close to the Philipino couple at St. Ita's. There is also 
a 65 year old man, a musician, and Millard thinks hers from 
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St. Ita 1s. This man takes care of Jim's finances. 11111111 and the kids make 
a lot of phone calls to the rectory. A number of them are Hispanic kids from 
Assumption. 

an a num er o 
the kids wi ca · co ect and of course Jim won 1t accept the cal 1. That way 
they tip him off and he returns the call so they in effect are avoiding paying 
the telephone company. 
changed his clothes once in the parlor and just left the clothes on the floor, 
and then Jim expected Annie, the housekeeper, to clean up. 

7. Jim's room is always dirty looking, totally disorganized. Jim seems to be 
a praying person and he prepares his sermons well. He does give good homilies. 
But money is a big obsession with him. For example, he took four or five of the 
ladies to the CCW meeting downtown and he charged each one $3. He doesn't come 
right out and say that the charge is $3, but the ladies kind of know what the 
score is and they will ask him if $2 or $3 will do and he will say 11yes 11

• In 
~ther words, he manipulates them into paying. 

8. Jim has no practical sense. He bought 800 Easter Eggs for 5¢. a piece because 
it was a good deal and he intended to sel.l them for a quarter .. But people 
wouldn't buy them and he eventually had to give them away. He is a real enigma. 
There is sG much good in him, but so much that counte~acts the good. Jim admitted 
to Tom Ventura that he wouldnrt do things·unless someone was on his back. He 
seems to be confused as to what a priest's role is in today's Church. 

9. Jim spends a lot of money on gadgets, toys. For example, he has little remote 
control cars and airplanes. He. bought a big flashlight and seems to enjoy shining 
it in the sky. It's lil<e dealing with a 15 year old. His sense of judgement is 
like a teenager's. 

10. Jim is gone a lot, claiming that he has to be away to take care of his 80 
year ~ld father. Hi.s father is a retired policeman· and Millard thinks that a 
lot of things are covered.up because of the police fraternity. Millard said 
that Jim was assigned to visit hospitals once a week; but he balked at doing 
it. He preferred to send cards.. He doesnrt want to·be involved in any parish 
meetings that will tie him down .. He is gone most of ·the time. He goes to the 
opera on.Monday nights and sees just about every movie in town. And when he 
should be on duty, he's not there. 

11. Sister said that we ask lay people to volunteer·their services after they 
have worked an eight-hour day and have taken care of their own responsibilities 
at home. We're lucky if Jim puts in a three-hour day at best. He leaves after 
Mass on Sunday and Monday is ti is day off and while· he is supposed to be back 
early Tuesday morning, frequently it's much later in the day. And ~ven if he 
is in the rectory, you can't really depend·onhim·and he will frequently not 
accept calls. And on Friday when Millard is supposed to be off, Jim will be 
gone most of the day. 

12. Jim used to go out at 10 P.M. and return at 2 A~M. Millard has no idea 
where he would be going. Millard doubts if they get 20 hours of work a week 
out of him. 

13. At Assumption, the cook. would prepare the meals early in the day because 
she had to leave. While the meal hour was set, Jim would rarely be there. He 
would just eat whenever he felt like. it. He doesn't-1ike to be tied down to a 
schedule. 
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14. Lately, Jim has been very nervous about the change of assignment. Millard 
spoke to Ray Cusack and Don Nevins and he told them that he didnrt think that 
any other pastor should have to go through this .. I have to talk to the Personnel 
Board to make sure that they do not put Jim on open listing, or at least that 
they don't assign him any where until we are sure he is being treated for 
whatever his problems are. 

15. Millard said that Jim's best friend or closest friend seems to be Rich Simon. c:1 
Jim used to hang around with Scott Pl asek and Scott·'s death shook Jim up. He --
al so seems to play tennis with Joe Fitzharris and a number of the older priests. 

16. Millard said that Jim was a Deacon at Providence of God and John Harrington, 
the Pastor, recommended to· the Seminary that he not be ordained. Dick Feller 
had trouble with Jim at St. Ita's and Larry Craig· .. had the same difficulties with 
him at Assumption. His appointment to St.David came through Ken Velo, not the 
Personnel Board. Evidently the Board couldn't find anyone willing to take him. 
Jim is afraid of anything new, of structures· in which· he is not in control. His 
lifestyle reminds one of a addict. 

17. Neither Millard nor Sister mentioned anything about homosexuality, so I 
raised the question. Sister said that he definitely doesn't deal with women well. 
He resents Sister very much. There is homosexual 'literature in his room. His 
friends are all young. males. Before Jim had to meet ·with Tom Ventura, he used 
to hang around with a lot of kids who were minors; but that has stopped. But all 
of his friends are young males, even some of whom are under 18. He had one kid 
overnight in his .room even though there were two other guest rooms available. 
Jim claims that the kid was scared, but Millard said that the kid made his way 
all the way from Mexico to Chicago, and if he could do that, ·he surely wouldn't 
have been afraid to stay overnight in a room by ~imself. Sister said she defi­
nitely thought Jim is homosexual. He is extremely belligerent towards women and 
shows them no respect. He treats them like dirt. Millard said that while 
he has no proof of anything, the phone conversations that he would over-hear 
between Jim and those who call. him are 1 ike two girls talking, or a guy and his 
date. Jim asked them what they had for dinner; etc., things that men normally 
wouldn't be ·interested in. 

I 

18. Millard said that there is a basic dishonesty about Jim. He went to Mexico 
and was making arrangements to get one of those shared time condos. He made the 
deal but then backed out. He had signed a note for $10,000, but then he wrote 
a letter claiming that his credit card was stolen. · He should have just said . 
that he wasn't interested, because those kinds of·deals do give you time to change, 
your mind. 

19. Both Millard and Sister are willing to confront Jim, if necessary. 

20. The way Jim uses money, Millard can see why he"s in trouble. He spent a 
thousand dollars to buy a big stero unit that he didn~t really need. He bought 
a Mercedes for $10,000 from his friend and he also has a junk automobile. It 
wouldn't surprise Millard if Jim bought something that was 11 hot 11

• ·Jim gets his 
rear end covered because his father was a pol iceman. 

21. We agreed that Millard and Sister will meet with Jim next week to tell him 
that they have been down to see me and Millard will tell me once that has been 
accomplished. I will then call Jim in and see what's going on. 
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A HCHDJOCESE f)f Ci:flC::\.G() 

SC.iO r~i.Y·"i°iH CU>SW .'Hf·~Ef.T. SUlTE 3l: 

CHICAGO. ILUfj()if; 60f)i0 

TO: File (R. Goedert) 

RE: James Hoder 

l. I spoke to Ray Cusack today. Ray wanted to know if Jim should stay on the 
open listing, since he is up for a change. I told him that there was no way Jim 
'd'Vi go·ing to be d1lo1i,ied to take another as<:;·ignrnent. ln the li~Jht of m,y conversa-
tion with Mil1ard O'Keefo ,rnd Sr. Leonette, 1 a.m qoing to hCJ.ve to ca·11 Jirn rn, 
etc. 

2. Ho1<,1'-•V1"v since r iusr •11et with ~i"iliard tl 1 V1"0fe and Sr i ::>0n"-'HP todCJv ;~nd 
they 'v1,ill--i1~v~ ·t.c.; ·n,;tity.,J·i~: .that they w~;·e~i;.;--t.~~ ':>e~ n1~, 

0

aft;.t\~r·;ich tiine--1 villl 
cal1 Jim in~ Ray and I thought the better procedure 1night. be to leave him on the 
open list'ing CJ.nd then .:.\fter T have rm2t y.,>11.)1 him I win notify the Personnel BoCJ.rd 
to take lrim off. Thdt ~vay Hoijer v-mn't fef.'?1 <'JS though someonc-; ·1eak(';ij informr~tlon 
to the Personnel Board before he eVH1 i"1i.1ij i'\ cha.nu: to defend hfr1self to me; etc. 

I spoke to Ed Fialkowski today dnd asked him to make sure that they put 
question mark a.fter ,Jim's name, v-dt.h 0 future assi~innit::nL 

soon as I knm.-.J somethin~.J definite, 

AOC 014739 



Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File (R. Goedert) 

DATE: · March 15, 1990 

RE: James Hoder 

l. Millard 01 Keefe called. He said that he and Sister informed Jim that they 
had been to see me, etc. Jim began to make 'all sorts of excuses. Either· he 

· wasn 1 t trained to do something or he didn't think priests should do it, etc., 
etc. 

2. Millars said Jim was quite upset and began to rant and rave about 11 downtown 11
, 

etc., so Millard thinks that I might be in for a lot of flack from him. · I agreed 
that I would see Jim privately and only if he denies everything will I ask Millard 
and Sister Leonette to come back. 

"!f~/t&J~5J. ~r-~ -~~.- M ~ ' 
~3!/90-d.ca1M~£-11:fp.111. -iJt~~-ft/f"'-~. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File 

DATE: March 26, 1990 

RE: James Hoder 

1. On the occasion of the Pastor's Overnight, I talked to Millard 01 Keefe 
about Jim Hoder. I told him that I was not able to contact Jim yet. Fr. 
01 Keefe was concerned because Jim i~ talkin · 
after his transfer from St. David. 

2. On March 30 I called Fr. Hoder at 4:45 P.M. He was not in and I left a 
message. He did not return the call. 

3. On March 31 , 1990 I called Fr. Hoder.. He was not in. ·I left a message. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET. SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File 

DATE: April 9, 1990 

RE: James Hoder 
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8. I called Ray Cusack after my meeting with Jim::to let him know the situa­
tion. Ray was not aware that Jim was going to take a sabbatical. Ray agreed 
that he thought that the sabbatical would be an excellent idea for Jim, particu­
larly if he is thrown in with other healthy people who might be able to help him 
to pull his life together. Jim's weight is enormous. Millard had said he 
thought his waist was 50 inches and I firmly do believe that. I suggested to 
Ray Cusack that they simply allow the process to continue and let's see whether 
or not any pastor is willing to take Jim. 
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(J.NTCR FOR DEVELOPMENT lN tA!NlSTRY mn········m;;;oo•M:::w:rnrmrwmmn:oo;;m; a;;oom••11 

ApY.i1 .12, 1990 

Rev. Eugene F. Lauer 
C\~nt•::r for: Cuntinu.ing Form.1tjon in Mini.rstcy 
UrLivecs.i.ty of Notce D,;;me 
1201 Hesburgh Library 
Notre Dame, IN 46566 

t,e, y<..>1J know1 I h.~.ve recornmu:d.:?d 00v•:?r.:~1 of cn.L>::. priests 
f1~om the Archdioces(: of Chicaqu fot· y::.:::ur pl~ogram st 
Notre Dame. I would now like to recommend Fr. James 
Hoder. Be is anxious to attend your program and has 
bf~en a pd.est in CJ<).;'.)d st·,anding w:~t.h the An::hdioce:~H:: 

for fifteen years. 

Si.ncere.ly{ 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 4/20/1990 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. James Hoder '75: Jim has received pennission frcan the 
Sabbatical Board for a sabbatical ani placement at Notre Dame 
in their sabbatical program. 

18. 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priesis' Placement Board, 4/20/1996 

Page 289 

17. James Hoder '75: Jim has received pe:nnission from the 
Sabbatical Board for a sabbatical and placement at Notre Dame 
in their sabbatical program. 

Page 5 of 14 
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DATE~ 

NAME~ 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 5/11/1990 

Page 330 

27. sabbatical Board: Vic Sivore reports that the sabbatical Board 
has ai;:proved the sabbaticals for these priests. James Hoder 

IV. 

v. 

Page 5 of 14 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 6/1990 

PARISHES AND PERSONNEL AFl''ECrED BY CXJNSOLIDATION AND AMAI.GIMATION 
BY 

JUNE 1990 

Millard P. O'Keefe 
James Hoder 

(continued on page 2) 
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(''.0~~ f I DfNTI AL ~<r:~:~{)~<1M E:ND..i\T Im: fOR 
Pt>HTIClP/iNT IN THE NO'fFif.<: DAW:; CCFM 

Ir1 -::">.t<)(?r tc; tJE~ (J.f t.1'~(~ tno2::t eff(?Ct.i.ve s·;~r.··vi<:e to t.:1--~e 1.:~-~~~c~;z:rrt r1.j.:ne·J. 
<'.'lbcve '<'<'ho f:.f·;ck:s tl'.l b'~' p;.~rt of t:ht:: Nctri;; I>irnf:' i:n:c,g-rmn, we ,;:isk 
U'Ht you req".!ond dS :~'u1}>.: dnd :::.<~~-~~.f;JJ.}.y ~'l.'..'; you ca.n to the 
qu. 10~-:;ti.on:.:: be).0\1. We ha.v"" <H~i.thc~:· the f~~.ci1.Lties nor the 
[1er sorlr~e 1. t<) c·d:~~e fc.:r 1)0rscns ~v110 1--:.a\/£:: 8<:.?~c i()tJ.5 f:·l>:/~:~iC~l l (;r 
emntionaJ. p~oblems. 

2) 

3) 

The i)erscn named Hb<>ve 
my Dio-:::e::.;o / Pn::-v:inci;~, 

inLL.~b.i.J.5.t:/, any aJ.cohn1 
probJ.~.0m ''-~.th ped.ophi1:1.a, 
Yf:S NO 

.,_ .....• .......,...., •.•... .,.o,••···-·-····· 

ot chr:mi<>s1 c:kpendency, o:r c::ny 
please note it spec1.fically). 

Le: t.lH:,·n=, :.::ny re 1evhnt :i.n f<>tr;-u t ion which \0/0::)U 1d help u::; SEn've 
this pic~:u~on, 0.g., cl:1.tf:;cu1tir;E< 1dith 0djustment. to chDn~;es ~d.nc2 
Va. t:.i. c<.:u: l I, m.::, j c r· prob 1. ~,=,irb in pr(~v :l.ous i'l~>G :Lqrvc:.:~!i l:.s, c: t.c . '?' 

(Pl:;:/" th~" 'of r,h\3 pagLI 

SIGNED~~~,,-~,,_,_,,,~ PlN"<' return this to: 

FOS IT l O~r ..... -2!.:f:E.~.2:.!~~·.:: ... 0£ ___ 5:~:::2.::J;}.~R:!J...::.:.t . .Ji,<:!.\;(;{l ticn l:,u.q'""ne F, Laui:?r, Dii:-<~cu:;:r ,. CCfM 
1201 Hesburg~ Libtary 
University ot Notre Dame 
Nntr<~ Dame, IN 4G5SC 
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ARCHDIOCESE Of CH1CAGO 

CHKAGO, lUlNOb 6%90 

June 12, 1990 

D~ar Jim, 

ln light o:f th~ reC!..<3llJllen<lation of the Sabbntic.n1 Board, !. am plei~sed 
to gr.ant your rt>,qUe$t fo:r. a Sabbatical hegirming J\1ly l, 1990, through 
December 31, 1990. fliHls~ info:nn Fwt::hnr.:-~ Ren Vt::lt) and Wayne Frist of your 
addreas(e&) during this time. 

This appointmt::nt is r.ia<le with the unde:r.standing chat you will seek a 
n<ilw .as:~ tgn:m.tmt upon )«:mr re t'J.rn, 

F>)llmdng Arddii:;ce.s.;rn and Sabtlatical BNn'<l 1'olicy, the Archdiocesun 
fs:rl$h Sv.bsidy Fund wilJ. pay you:r sah:ty fo:t the pe:rtod of the sb>month 
i><.~bbatic:al. The Centt>,:r for !}evdopment in tl.iniin;ry will pay tuitior~, room 
rtnd bo.a:rd expenses wit:h :spei.:-fol :f:undinEi prlwided by the A;:chdioces:e. 

Mn.y ! take 
havitl as well 

t:hLs opportunity to t:hank JC·u :f<n:< your fine work at 
as for yi..;u't:' fifteen yeari:<, of st>r-vice t:o ~he Archdiocase, 

As 
-plee\~.e 

weiL 

look 
tlrnt 

f<n;~·a:rd t:o thl.1 important t:rio:1sit ion in ycn:n: priesthood, 
you hav~ my &\Wf.>vrt <md prayt::r~, r:~esse pruy fo:t me ;:i.s 

Reverend James Hoder 
St. Dav:td 
3210 South Union 
Chicago, Illinois 6061& 

c.c.: Rev~n:end K~mneth VeL'.! 
R1~verend Wayni~ Prisi; 
Diocesan Priests' Personnel Board 
Reverend Millerd O'Keefe 
Hr. Jack Benvare 

yo1~r-s in ChriH, 
.-"', /J 

/{/ /A 
\_,,.t(_,{,¢_'. i .. Jc_,-tA/~~ 
of thic<igol 
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-----------------

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 6/15/1990 

21. Sabbatical Board: The Sabbatical Board has granted the 
follCMirq priests sabl::aticals: 

d) James Hoder '75: from 7 /1/90 to 12/31/90 returninJ to 
seek a new assigrnrent. 

AOC 014754 



Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 6/15/1990 

Page 402 

21. Sabbatical Board: The Sabbatical Board has granted the 
follCMirq priests sabbaticals: 

d) James Hoder '75: from 7 /1/90 to 12/31/90 returrri.rq to seek 
a new assignment. 

Page 4 of 10 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 6/22/1990 

Page 416 

II. Archdiocesan Priests: 
'Ihe follO'Ni.rg priests will probably be available for placement on 
the i.rrlicated dates: 

Page 7 of 9 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 6/22/1990 

Page 417 

Page 8 of 9 
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V·;rvtRSilY of ~,<\!NT MAR\ Or 1Hf L\l<f 

CENTER FOR DtVHOPfvttNl lN fvi!N!STRY m·mrlitE imd 1M1M!ii! ml;~· ---~1mrm~-;~~-· -~ 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

Rev, \<hqne f. Pr 1 ~t 

K~tra Funding for SabbaUeab< bec<Hl$e of consoHtfotL:ms 
and closings (Special Consideratlons) 

July 20~ 1990 

n~cause the SabbaUca1 Bi:1;.1rd had re<:omm~~nded and the Cardl.nal h~s approved 
i;mough sabbatic.ods for 1 90w 1 91 fi~;t~.d yeat to use up the entfn~ budget there 
was need to pn:wide ovp<n:ti..mities for p:d~~sts in tn1nsitii)tL The Cardinal 
promised that we 'l.'ould make the S«tbbatical opp<.wtunity available. to those 
affected by recent closings and consolidations. 

Fimding for theM Sped.al Consl<lernUm1s is to <::ome from the PRHA.A. 
Encht.sed is their Ap:ril 6th memo. You will notice that the m<.·mey is to be 
:requested thn.1ugh yout office. CDM vill <l<llid.nht.~.r the check requests for 
pt<-~g:ram expenses only through the Univotsity of SL Mary of the Lake 
Business Office t which wHl theft be rd.mbursed by the fonding provided. 
Your office 'lo.'ill Itdminister the s,ahd.es for these p:rfosts. 

The estimate 'Was for .S to 8 p:rfosts. To this date wa have approved special 
conside:ratior1 sabbaticals for the following people in this present fiscal 
year i90~ 1 91~ 

4. 

s. 

6. 

There may h<::i additi<nHtl mi.mi~s submitted becmrne 'l.'e S>1id we would accept 
&Jiplications Ln· spedal consi<l<::sr.ations; to Septi:imber l t 1990. 

If you have any questions please call me. 

AOC 014758 
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OFFICE 

i )\I Sfv) 
....... ....,~ 

·-~~----·•""""'"""•••···--····-·--······--~~~--~--...................... * 

For SalibaticaL Please rnttn:n to :t·for.hwnne H:lett. 
..................................... .,.,..._., ..... .,., ... .,., •....•..... -.,,.. .. -.-..-,,._ ......... ......., ................................... _ . .,.,.,., ............ .,.,., ...................... ~-.. ~--~---···········~··················-

~ ............... ,, ................. -. ......... .w~~~ .......... .,. ............................. -. •• .-.,, 

DATE: -43L/:t""""O~-
ME Rt"":H J\NPJ SE RE<: i D lW t ............................................. ,..-.--

JNVOI CE F.'.X'rENSl~ o.t:.: .. ,, .... , 
~-~;r:? .............. ~-~ 

O,Jt:. 'ro PAYt ~~ ...... £-: ... ~· ,.,·,._, . ..r ................................ ~ 

L VENOOR Nt.H"'\bf:R 

2. lNVO!CE NvMBER 

3, DISCOUNT A,lo11'. 

4. rnvorce »l..<'1' 
~.·.>·.ti.(I 

5. rnvora: DA'l"'t 

6, DUB DAT£ 

7. l.\l'.Sl".))UNT DJ>/l'E 

8, 1'/P ACCT, cooe {}} 

G/L AZT1JUt·rr 

5 4 8 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

$ 
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Brothers cf Holy Cross 
Boly Cccss Brothers Center 
Notre Dame, IN 46556 

l am enclcsing a chf.~ck in the ,;;mou-,it of $21 675 .00 for· r:ucm 
and board for Fr. James Hoder. Be will be attending the 
Fall 1990 program at CCFM. 

Ms. Merleanne Hiett 
Secretary, Archdiocesan Sabbatical. Board 

cc: Rev. James Hoder 

AOC 014762 



Mary Ann Wukovita 
<'ent•,,.r· f:o:c Continuins~ Furll'=ctU.cn in Minisu:y 
Universit'/ uf Nc:tt·e Dam0 
1201 Hesburgh Lib:cary 
Notre Dame, IN 46556 

I ,:~.rr: enclosi.ng a check in the <'.H:iGunt. of $1,750,00 fcff tui.t:ion1 
fees and testing for Fr. James Beder. He will be attending 
the Fall 1990 program at CCFM. 

'l'hanks i.':l.gain. l 1 rn ,surr:: Udngs dt·e start.in<,.) to get \O?v'en 
busier there. Hope all is going well. 

Me:cleanne Hiet.t 
Secretary, Archdiocesan Sabbatical Board 

cc: Rev. James Hoder 

AOC 014763 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File (R. Goedert) 

DATE: Aug. 23, 1990 

RE: James Hoder. 

1. The Cardinal said that he is speaking to , a friend 
of , had told - in confidence that the local alderman informed him 
that there is some sort of investigation going on and it somehow involved Jim 
Hoder and drugs. The Cardinal wasn't quite sure what it was all about, but he 
asked me to contact and see what information he has. The Cardinal said 
that I could feel free to tell• that - said I could talk to him, but 
the Cardinal wants me to leave ~tion of t~e alderman, etc. ~he Card~nal 
also suggested that I speak to ~' to see if he has any such information. 

2. I called both on Friday, Aug. 24. Neither was in. 
1111111 was gone for the weekend, and 1111 was on I left messa es 
for both to call me upon their return. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311. 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: Cardinal Bernardin 

("(/} FROM:. Rev. .Raymond Goedert 

DATE:. Aug. 25, 1990 

RE: James Hoder 

In an effort to follow up on your inquiry concerning Hoder and the alleged 
drug involvement, I tried to reach both -was out 
of town for the weekend and -is on vacation,. so I struck out for the time 
being. I hope that by the time you return from Europe I will have some infor­
mation from either or both of them. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File (R~ Goedert) 

DATE: Aug. 27, 1990 

RE: James Hoder 

said that he had.some 
in ormat1on tat ·e i not want any one e se to now about. ·He told• that 
the State's Attorney has been investigating Hoder. They evidently hav~ it on 
tape. Hoder is supposedly trying to make a buy with someone whom he doesn't 
realize is an undercover agent. Hoder drives around in two Mercedes cars and 
has phones in them and does his buying and selling that way. The police are 
curious and are going to nail him. The local police commander in the Deering 1 
District knows what's going on. It could be.that they are reluctant to move I 
in on him because he is a priest and they might think that the diocese would 
try to cover for him, etc. I assured- that if Hoder is guilty of dealing 
in drugs that I would be the last one to try to cover for him. He should be 
nailed and I would certainly do nothing to stand in the way of the police doing 
their job. On the other hand, I would hope that the publicity would be kept 
to a minimum, if in fact, there is any.truth to these charges, as it would be 
devastating for the Church. lllllsaid that someone tipped the police about Hoder 
selling drugs. - further added that people in that area are really down on 
both Millard 01 reet'e and Jim Hoder, primarily because they have been trying 
to minister to the Spanish, etc. · 

2. -said that he is having lunch with - again this Wednesday and will 
try to get additional information. -will call me on Thursday to let me 
know what he comes up with. 

3. After talking to. I called St. David's to speak to Sr~ Leonette .. She 
had called me about another matter and I simply returned her call but then in 
the course of our conversation I asked her if she has seen Jim Hoder recently. 
Sister said that Jim comes there on weekends. He is supposed on his sabbati­
cal at Notre Dame, but he claims he has no place to go and sb on weekends he 
returns to St. David. He still has his room. there and·the room is an absolute 
mess. It is chaos, with wine bottles, dirty clothes, a11 sorts of books on 
alcohol addiction, etc;. I asked her if he also was on drug~, but she said she. 
had no knowledge of that~ She did say that he w~s out late Saturday night and 
didn't return until about 2 A.M. on Sunday. She saw h.im around 10 or 10:30 on 
Sunday at Church and he smelled of alcohol. She said that he is a very sick 
person. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

. VICAR FORPRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File (R. Goedert) 

DATE : Aug • 30, 1990 

RE: James Hoder 

I called Joe Grembla I asked Joe if he had heard anything at 
all about Hoder in co~nection with drugs .. Joe said that all he recalls is 
Millard 0 1 Keefe mentionit1g something to him about Jim having a personal problem, 
that he is unkempt in appearance; not dependable, irresponsible, and has 
strange magazines in his room. Joe seems to recall Millard saying something 
about Jim taking drugs, but he never heard anything at all about Jim actually 
dealing in drugs. · · 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File (R. Goedert) 

DATE: Nov. 10, 1990 

RE: James Hoder 

1. I called- to see if there were any new developments. He said tha.t he 
has heard no~e met with three weeks or so ago and nothing was men-
tioned about it. llllis reluctant to push too hard on it. I agreed and just 
said that 11 Jet 1 s let it ride 11 and if he does hear anything he will get back to 
me. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

December 17, 1990 

Dear .. , / 

I wonder if you can do a little undercover work for me. On/ of 
Rev. James Hoder, has experienced a lot of personal 

The Cardinal received word through a confidential source last 
August that the police were supposedly keeping Fr. Hoder under sur­
veillance. He was suspected of dealing in.drugs, operating out of a 
Mercedes he owned, using his car phone to buy and sell. The Cardinal 
was informed that the State's Attorney Office is also involved. The 
informant was quite insistent that this information and his identity 
remain confidential, but we have no reason ·ta question his integrity. 

Would you have any way of checking this out without causing any 
problem either for the informant or the police operation, if in fact, 
there is one under way? I can assure you that if Fr. Hoder is dealing 
in drugs, the Archdiocese will give its complete cooperation to the 
civil authorities involved in any way requested. 

With thanks for your help,., I remain 

AOC 014771 
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Dear Fr. Roder,, 

I am enclosing a check for $375.00 made payable to 
you. This is the remainder of your $5,000.00 sabbatical 
bi..HJ9et and is reimburse-ment fo.r youc per· diem expe-nses 
and part of the Medjogorje trip. 

1 know your sabbatical ia just corning to an end. 
I hope it was everything you wanted it to be. I 
h.~ve heard many 9ood things about the Notre Dame 
Program. I 1 m sure the trip to Medjugorje would be 
very interesting too. 

Please let me know if there is anything else I can 
do for you. 1 wish you all the best in this New 
Year and with your· n(~W aBsignment. 

Si ncet·e-1y1 

AOC 014774 



Off: (312) 642-1837 
TO: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

Rev. Edward Fialkowski /?,.·;· 
. .• I 

FROM: 
/'fit 

Rev. Raymond Goedert l;C; 
DATE: Feb. 8, 1991 

RE: James Hoder 

l. I received a call from Joe Grembla, the Dean, this morning. He had been 
speaking to Millard 0 1 Keefe, the pastor at St. Davidrs. Millard heard through 
someone that either I or someone else in authority mentioned that Jim Hoder was 
going to return to St. David's. This was very upsetting to Millard and he 
pleaded with Joe to intervene, so that this would not happen. 

2. I told Joe that I knew absolutely nothing about this and I certainly had 
never made any committment to Jim or anyone else about him returning to St. 
David. On the contrary, I would strongly advise that this not be done. Where 
he should go, I do not know, but I see absolutely no reason for him to return· 
to St. David. Millard has enough difficulties of his own without asking him to 
put up with Jim and all of his problems, particularly since Jim has already been 
there over the five-year term. 

3. I told Joe that I would be in touch with you. I would appreciate it if you 
would give me a call and let me know where things stand as far as Jim is con­
cerned. I presume he is finished with his sabbatical and I just wondered whether 
he is on open listing. Whatever information you can give me will be appreciated 
and I will forward it to both Millard and Joe. 

AOC 014775 



February 15, 1991 

Hl?v, .J arne;;.: nod(;~~ 

st. Davia 
3210 s, Union 
Chicago, IL 60611 

De.::ir Jim, 

;:;tnce you havt~ returned fr:orn your ;;.:.::ibbat.ical i.t wouJd 
be helpful if you would share your comments about 
lodging, program, professors, etc. 

The infor:m . .'.iti.on that you could pt<.>v:ide en the <;""inclosed 
evaluation form wj.11 be shown to others who might be 
int0rested in the same s1te. 

1 would also like to refer future sabbatical candidates 
to contact you. They mi~~ht get in to1J<:h wi. t.h you by phone 
with questions that are not answered on the evaluation 
fonr.. 

I hope your sabbatical experience lived up to your 
expectations and that yow. \.Ji~re Bat.L=>fied. 

N.B. Ple<~se r(:turn yout~ cnmp1eted <::?va1·,.iation within .3~4 

weeks to my off ice at CDM, Attn: Merleanne Hiett. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 TO: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET. SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

File (R. Goedert) 

DATE: March 15, 1991 

RE: James Hoder 

1. I met with the Personnel Board. They asked about the status of Jim Hoder ts 
case. I explained the situation to them and mentioned that Ken and I were 
talking about it. I felt that it was important for Jim to get re-assigned with 
the regular June changes. 

2. However, in the light of Millard QlKeefels present physical condition, 
suggested that it might be better to leave Jim at St. Davidrs, but make it 
quite clear that it is only going to be a temporary"thing and that we expect him 
to be in the regular June change process. 

3. I will have to check with Al Ciciora and Jerry Rodell to see what the situa:.. 
tion is wit~ Millard. 

AOC 014778 



(312) 944-6776 

'IO: 
FROM: 
DATE: 

RE: 

Ray, 

THE DIOCESAN PRIESTS' PERSONNEL BOARD 
OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

25 WEST CHICAGO AVENUE - SUITE 500 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

Rev. Raymond Goedert/Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Edward R. Fialkowski/Priests' Personnel Board 
'l\lesday, April 2, 1991 
Rev. James Hoder 

The enclosed is a draft of the letter we will be sending to Jim 
Hoder in order to get him moving into his next assignment. 

Any thoughts you may have regarding this, please let me know so 
we can get this out as soon as possible. 

AOC 014779 



(312) 944-6776 

April 2, 1991 

Dear Jim, 

THE DIOCESAN PRIESTS' PERSONNEL BOARD 
OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

25 WEST CHICAGO AVENUE • SUITE 500 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

'lhe Board wishes to thank you for assisting Millard O'Keefe at st. David 
Parish during.this time of his illness. Since this parish .is not o:pen for 
an associate pastor, we are enclosing the list of the parishes involved in 
the June Cllange Process arrl we ask you to seek placement at a parish that 
could best use your talents from this "A" or "B" listing. 

Sincerely, 

Rev. F.dward R. Fialkowski 
Recording secretary 

ERF/ljb 

Rev. James Hoder 
st. David Parish 
3210 s. Union 
Cllicago, IL 60616. 

Enc. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 TO: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

FROM: 

Rev. Edward Fialkowski /J~ 

Rev. Raymond Goedert /!!ft-
DATE: May 6, 1991 

RE: James Hoder 

1. At our meeting on Friday, May 3, one of the cases we discussed was 
Jim Hoder. I had mentioned to you that I saw no reason why Jim could not 
be re-assigned in the usual manner. 

AOC 014781 
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Off: (312) 642-1837. TO: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

Rev. Kenneth 

FROM: Rev. Raymond 

Velo ~ 
Goedert@ 

DATE: May 25, 1991 

RE: James Hoder 

1. In your memo of 5/23/91, you attached a copy of Jim Hoder 1 s letter of 
May 14 in which he inquires about salary, etc. You asked whether there is 
anything you should be doing. 

2. With regard to Jim 1 s future assignment, I had already sent a memo to Ed 
Fialkowski o 
assignment. 

3. With regard to Jim 1 s request for a salary for the last three months that 
he has been at St. David, I 1 m not sure just what ought to be done. I do have 
a few questions -- namely, 

A. I think Jim was on one of those special sabbaticals. Who was paying 
him during this period, and would they be willing to continue for these 
three months? 

B. Did Jim acutally work full-time at St. David, or was he just filling 
in when needed? 

C. Does Millard 01 Keefe think Jim should be given a full-time salary 
from some source or other? 

4. If the answer to #C is in the affirmative, then I would suggest that Millard 
give Jim whatever he has coming, and then if he will let me know the amount, I 
will ask PRMAA to reimburse the parish. 

AOC 014784 



Off: (312) 642-1837 TO: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

File (R. Goedert) 

DATE: June 7, 1991 

RE: James Hoder 

1. George Kane called in his capacity as chairman of the Personnel Board. 
He was getting ready to go to ~he meeting and wanted to know· what I thought 
about Jim Hoder going to St. Joseph's in Wheeling. After reflecting a 
moment, I told George that I would be opposed to such an appointment. I 
mentioned in confidence to ·George that niy opposition would be based on some 
factors pertaining to Jim and other factors pertaining to a situation that 
has nothing to do with Jim. and which could create problems down the line. 
George accepted that and said he would so notify the Board. 

2. We then discussed where Jim could go. I told George that my own feeling 
was that we should not deal with him as a add~on, paying half the salary, etc. 
I think it is time that we begin to deal more ·forthrightly with those whom 
the Board considers to be difficult or impossible· to place. If the Board can 
not find a pastor willing to take J·im, and if Jim himself cannot find a pas.:tor 
willing to accept him and pay the full salary, then I think we ought to deal 
with Jim on the issue of whether or not he should remain in the active ministry. 
George agreed. 

AOC 014785 



Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 8/2/1991 

VI. 

VII. 

B. Priests: 

8. (KV) 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 8/2/1991 

Page 8 

B. Priests: 

a. Jffi"OOS Hoder '75: casirnir Szatk~ '50 [Pastor] of st. 
Josepi/Chicago contacted the Board say.i.rx;J he ccAll.d use a 
Spanish speaking associate an:i he is interested in J.im. 
M'.1I'ION: 7 - o The Board recorranends that Jim Hoder be 

assigned as Associate Pastor to St. 
Joseph/Chicago. Ken Velo will be his contact 
person. 

Page 7 of 9 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 8/16/1991 

Page 14 

11. James Hoder '75: 'Ihe cardinal has appointed Jim (an:i he has 
accepted) as an Associate Pastor to casimir szatkaNSki '50 
(Pastor] st. Josetfl/Clricago. 

Page 3 of 8 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICA.GO 

CHICAGO, U.UNOlS &%WI 

Offke of thr: Archbishop 

August 23, 1991 

Dear Father Hode~~ 

1n light of the recommend.n fon of the Diocesan Pries u ~ 
Personnel Board~ l hereby appoint you as Auocis te Paa tor to the Reverend 
Casimir Szatkowski, Pastor of Saint Joseph Church (Hermitage Avenue), 
This appointment is ef:f ective immediately, ?lease speak with Father 
Szatkowski regarding the necessary arrtnigements, 

Jim, I wish you well in this new assignment. It is my hope that · 
working with the priests of Saint Joseph, the people will be well served 
by your care and efforts, 

~i th cordial good wishes~ r remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ~ 

~~, a:~op~:a~· 
Ecclesiastical Notary 

Reverend James A. Hoder 
Saint Joseph Parish 
4821 s. Hermitage 
Chicago, Illinois 60609 

cct Reverend Casimir £1, Szatkows~i 
Diocesan P:rieats' PeraonneJ Board 

be: Bishop-Elect Raymond Goedert 
Reverend Millard O'Reefe 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 8/30/1991 

REPORI'S: (08/30/91) 

6. cardinal's Appointments: 

a) James Hcder '75: '!he cardinal has appointed Jim to st. 
Josei;il/Hermitage Ave. as an Ass<Xiate Pastor effective 
immediately. 

AOC 014790 



Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 8/30/1991 

Page 31 

6. Cardinal's Appointments: 

IV. 

v. 

a) James Hoder '75: 'lhe cardinal has appointed Jim to st. 
Joseph/Hermitage Ave. as an Associate Pastor effective 
inmediately. 

Page 2 of 6 
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Ott: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File (P. 0 1Malley) 

DATE: Nov. 11, 1991 

RE: James Hoder 

1. The Cardinal called Jim Hoder fo. Also present,were Andy and Bishop Goedert. 
He presented the ruling of the Commission. Jim Hoder was surprisingly strong in 
his defense. He told us that he had done ever thin that he had been asked to 
do.when he admitted to this relationship with We agreed .. 

2. Jim went into describing his own physical~background, his break down in 1983 
and how his focus was very divided for four years after that.. He mentioned that 
he has been taking care of his father, has been his main emotional support. Jim 
also mentioned that he had let the Lord int_o ~1974 and had been Charis­
matic since that time. He djd not know where - presently lived. 

3. Jim argued his 
everything that he 
said he would have 

4. Jim acquiesed nicely and said ~ 1 IF.ine,tthen I'll do it 11
• We'll take care of. 

his salary. ·The meeting came to a close on an upbeat note. 
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-Ofli-1ce-of-the-Ar-chb-ish-op ___ Al_\!_C_H_D_IO_C_, CHICAGO 

November 14,_ 1991 

Dear Jim: 

rosl Office no11 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8230 
Fa11 (312) 337-6379 

I appreciate the fact that our meeting the other day was very 
difficult for you. I know that it was very difficult for me also. I 
appreciate your cooperation and your move to Mercy Hospital. 

For the time being you will be on an administrative leave. 

Jim, be assured that you have a special place in my daily prayers 
and that I will do everything possible to help you. 

With cordial good wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~()~~~-~ 
if.hhl/;h-;;p of Chicago 

~.~~ 
The Reverend James A. Hoder 
c/o Sr. R.S.M. 
President 
Mercy Hospital and Medical Center 
·Stevenson Expressway at King Drive 
Chicago, Illinois 60616 · 

be: Rev. Patrick J. O'Malley 
Rev. Kenneth Velo 
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Jt;-12uar'y 12,1992 

INDIVIDUAL SPECIFIC PROTOCOL 

For James Hoder 

~,I have reviewed,undeistand,and agree to all requirements of The Residence 
';i;,Protocol,and the following items: 

1) Detailed list of assets and list of phone bills to be given to the 
Archdiocese Vicar for Priests or designate. 

2) Restricted to the Residence for one week,must improve hygiene,behave 
·~.socially appropriate,pr6vide list of own expectations of ministry. 

, 3) Cannot leave boundaries of Archdiocese /Lake CoutyiCook Couty/. 

·.:'.4) 

Parish Pray Group ~ Thursday 

Social events/lunches,dinners,movies,shopping,etc./ - every day 

5). No out-of-residence passes longer than six hours. 

~~6) Only approved family members can be responsible parties for out-of­
~residence trips. 

·. 7) Attendance at all activities and the specific names, addresses, time 
and telephone numbers regarding resident's must be entered on the indi­
dual itinerary. 

8) It is resident's responsibility to be reachable at any given time. 
Resident is accountable for his own time and is required to support his 
attendance at social events with physical proof/i.e.,movie ticket,receipt 
from restaurant,etc./.If such proof cannot be provided,resident is requi-

. red to call the residence staff member from the place or' destination. 
:Resident out of residence is to call in every two hours.The telephone num­
ber from where the call has been made will be verified by a staff member. 
Unlisted,unpublished and mobile telephone numbers will not suffice. 
A 72 hour restriction t6 the Residence will result if resident not reach-

, ·able after three attemps.Unsuccessful attemps to reach resident at the 
given number will be followed by writing a memorandum.Such a memorandum 
~ill be kept on file In case of repeated 
violations,copies of or1g1nal orwarded to the Archdio-
cese Vicar for Priests 

9)- Any contraband materials/i.e.,alcohol,VCR's,pornography/can be confis­
cated. 

- Car keys to be checked in at the Community Room. 

- Visitation by previously approved visitors can only occur at room 404, 
all visitors must sign in and out at the Community Room. 

AOC 014794 



•.-

_LO)~ No one under the age of eighteen is permitted to be at the Resi­
~dence unless prior approval has been received from the Residence Exe-
cutive Director ,and·the Archdiocese Vicar for Priests 
or designate.Meetings with minors,in and out of the Residence,can ta­
ke place only in the presence of an approved companion. 

11) Any deviation and/or non-compliance with requirements of the In­
dividual Specific Protocol will be addressed by the Residence Executi­
ve Director and/or designate and may be grounds for modification of 
currently existing .unaccompanied out-of-house privileges.Such modifi~ 
cation will be collectively determined by the Archdiocese Vicar for 
Priests and/or designate/other referring authority in conjunction with 
the Residence Executive Director In case · 
of emergency,any staff member can modify the Individual Specific Proto­
col until an administrative decision can be made by the Residence Exe-· 
cutive 6irector and/or designate. 

12) In order to change the Individual Specific Protocol and/or ite~s 
-within the protocol,prior approval must be received from tllll 
..... in conjunction with the Residence Executive Director. 

This is a working document which can be changed,altered,or superceded 
where there is an_ indicated need to do so. 

Signed=if"/?h«< fter. c 
' . . . 
·, 

Printed Name: James HODER 

Executive Director: 

·. •,. 

A copy of this protocol will be 
cllllllill .. lllllllllllsent to the Archdiocese 

_!.: .• 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS · . 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File (P. O'Malley) 

DATE: .March 3, 1992 

RE: James Hoder 

1. Fr. Casey Czatkowski, Jim Hoder's pastor, called today.to ask what is 
happening with Jim. Can he count on him for the future? . ·I told him that 
I would be back to.him within two days. 

2. He also told me that he has been paying Jim[s sal~ry for the past three 
months, ever since he left the parish. I checked my records and found out that 
we have been paying him as well. I told Casey not to send any more money to 
James Hoder and that he would be reimbursed for what he has already sent him. 
Hoder has been receiving two checks and has said absolutely nothing about it. 
This is my fault for not checking with Casey earlier,.:but I'm also a bit upset 
with Jim not calling it to my attention. I will contact Hoder and tell him that 
he has to pay back that salary to the parish over the last three months. He 
sha 11 have to send the check through me. I.f he does not, ·then his next three 
months wilT be cut off and I shall take that money and repay the parish myself. 
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'· 
MARCH 6,1992 

S U P P L E M E N T 

T 0 

INDIVIDUAL. SPECIFIC PROTOCOL 

FOR JAMES HODER 

I have revieweo,understand and agree to all requirements of The Residence 
Protocol,and the following items: 

1) Unaccompanied out-of-house privileges 

ours free,Tuesday thru Saturday - 6 hours 
free/ visits with family,classmates and friends,priests of ~ 
St.Joseph and other rectories,Spiritual Director-St.Thomas More 

'1.-:-
Church ,going to restaurants,movies,theatres,health club/. ~ 

Army Mass - 1st weekend of month. 

2) The items 1,2,4,5 from. previous Individual Specific Protocol 
/dated Jan.12,1992/ do not apply any more. 

3) The items 3/in order to leave boundaries of Archdiocese resident 
must receive permission from the Vicar/,6 - 12 still apply to the 
resident. 

Signed: c1<fh.L:i-- ~. 
, _1 tf r.fl1 £ S f-( D f) l f2 Printed Name: 

Date: 

Executive Directo 

; . 
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dtt: (312) 642-1837 

Dear Jim, 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

March 6, 1992 

As per our conversation on Tuesday, March 3, I expect you to 
write a check to St. Joseph Parish, 4821 South Hermitage, for three 
months sal~ry. Do not send it directly to St. Josephrs, but rather 
directly to my office. I will send it on to Casey Szatkowski'. 

Fraternally yours, 

{fv: 
Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

BOO NORTH CLARK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

TO: File (P. 0 1Malley) 

DATE: March 6, 1992 

RE: Rev. James Hoder 

1. I spoke to Casey Szatkowski, the pastor of St. Josephrs parish, where Jim 
served as an Associate before being removed in November. I informed Casey that 
Jim would not be going back to the parish. Jim is also·sending me a check for 
those three months' salary which will be reimbursed to the parish of St. 
Joseph's. 

2. Casey mentioned that they needed Spanish-speaking priests there if at ~11 
possible. I told him I would be meeting with the Personnel Board this afternoon 
and would pass on that information~to them. He thanked me at that time and we 
signed off. 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 3/6/1992 

2. Jarres HOO.er '75 
ACI'ION: 

AOC 014800 



Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 3/6/1992 

Page 296 

5. st. Joseph/Hermitage: Richard ZborCMSki '78 [Associate) is 
involved in the June '92 Associate <l'lange Process, arrl James 
Hoder '75 will not be returning to the parish. 
M:JI'ION: 6 - O '!hat st. Josei;il/Henn.itage be placed on the 

"A" open Associate listing. 

'Ihis parish will appear on a sui:pleirentary mailing list. 

Page 5 of 10 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 3/6/1992 

Page 297 

F. Patrick O'Malley [Vicar for Priestsl: 

2. James Hooer '75: J:iJ:n will not be returnin;J to st. Joseph's 
on Hermitage. He is still a client of Pat O'Malley. 

Page 6 of 10 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

800 NORTH CLA!=lK STREET, SUITE 311 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610 

Off: (312) 642-1837 

Rev. Casimir Szatkowski 
St. Joseph Parish 
4821 South Hermitage 
Chicago, Illinois 60609 

Dear Casey, 

March 17, 1992 

Enclosed you will find the amount for the three months' 
salary that you paid Jim Hoder. Through my mistake, he was 
acce~ting this money from you when he should have been 
receiving it from us. I hope we didn't put you to too much 
inconvenience on this. 

I mentioned your request for an associate when I was 
before the Personnel Board on last Friday, especially that 
the priest who would come there might be able to speak 
Spanish. I hope that the process of getting a new associate 
will be a smooth one for you. 

Again, I apologize for this mix-up. If there are any 
questions, don't hesitate to give me a call. Have a good 
Lent and a good Easter. 

Fraternally yours, 

/-r;v-· 
{ c.{.,{. 

Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Vicar for Priests 

. · .. <: .~::. ·~-:--, ;,·.:.:· <,· ·~ .. .. 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 3/20/1992 

9. casimir szatkCMSki '50: casey contacted Etl FialkCMSki asking if 
it was necessary for him to fill out all the fontlS for the '92 
Jillle Associate Cbange process. He is afraid that a man will be 
assigned to the parish this year arrl after he retires next year, 
his successor rna.y not te willing to keep the associate. Also 
casey wants to be sure the Board kncMs that he cannot take care 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 3/20/1992 

of three parishes alone. He is losing both Richard ZborCMSki '78 
arrl James Herl.er '75 this year. He is in need of a Spanish 
speaking associate. 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 3/20/1992 

Page 314 

9. casimir Szatkowski 'so: casey contacted. Ed Fialkowski askin:J if 
it was necessary for him to fill out all the fonn.s for the '92 
June Associate Cllan;Je process. He is afraid that a man will be 
assigned to the parish this year arrl after he retires next year, 
his siiccessor may not be willirq to keep the associate. Also 
casey wants to be sure the Board knows that he cannot take care 
of three parishes alone. He is losirq b:rl:h Richard Zborowski 
'78 arrl James Hcx:ler '75 this year. He is in need of a Spanish 
speaking associate. 

Page 2 of 10 
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=7/1.~~·~ 
'I~~- q z. 

PROTOCOL - JAMES HODER 

1. Trinity House - 5 days (Tues. thru Sat.) 9 a.m.~3 p.m 

2. 

3. 

4. Free time 

5. 

a. Sunday & Monday - 8 hours free - Call every 2 hours 
b. Tuesday thru Saturday evenings - restaurants, movies, 

plays - Call when arriving & leaving destination. 
Save receipts or stubs. 

c. If health club, call from club. 
d. Visit with classmates or friends- Leave addresses & 

phone numbers 
e. Family visits - Leave addresses and phone number 
f, Visit with priests of St. Joseph & other rectories. 

6. Army Mass - 1st weekend of month. 

Most important rule: Both resident and monitor desire to make this 
monitoring successful. Neither resident nor monitors want problems 
to develop and so, if a problem ever develops, it will be discussed 
in a non-punitive way -- realizing that there are circumstances 
that can develop that are beyond the control of the resident. 

To better insure that no problems develop, resident will meet with 
monitor or director about his day to day schedule, making explicit 
the details of that day's monitoring. The monitor and resident 
will decide on the time and place for telephone contact, which will 
be recorded in daily protocol. This will help to clarify telephone 
contact and reduce to a minimum honest but confusing judgments on 
the resident's part. 

I full understand the need of the Archdiocese to respond to this 
present concern. I wish to be a priest, and to continue my ministry 
as soon as possible. I al so recognize that I am entitled to be 
treated "fairly and compassionately" and that it is necessary for 
me to adhere to the regulations set forth. 

Penalties for non-compliance with phone monitoring without 
sufficient reason will be the loss of next days traveling 
privilege. Breaking any of the more serious rules of house or 
unsupervised contact with minors would have more serious 
consequences. 

11-\ I~ IS ci fttt<SS N or:x:-e 1 s 
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April 8, 1992 

His Eminence, Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
Archbishop of Chicago 
Post Off ice Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Dear Cardinal Bernardin, 

I am writing this letter 
regards to 
where I would like to be in the future. 

I have been a priest for 17 years. I have served many 
different communities in this period -- people from many 
different cultures, languages, and values. I have grown 
personally and professionally by these many varied parish 
experiences. Although there was a period of time that I was 
unable to work at my best, this time is behind me. I look 
forward to many more years of successful ministry. 

in 

When you again choose to assign me to parish ministry, I can 
assure you that my profeisional and personal conduct'will be 
exemplary, and with the holistic care I am now receiving, I hope 
to continue in ministry for the remainder of my life. You can be 
assured that I will never again put the Archdiocese or myself in 
jeopardy. 

Yours truly, 

Rev. James Hoder 

copy to Fr. Pat O'Malley 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo (POM) 
To: Mr. Andrew Pollard 

PRMAA 
Re: Rev. James Hoder 
4/29/92 

In 1991, from February through July, a total of six months, 
Hoder was out of an assignment and received no salary at all. 
We have a tentative policy in place at this time which is 
being studied by the Cardinal. That policy states that when 
a man is in an unemployable state, he should not receive a 
full salary, but, according to canon Law, is entitled to some 
stipend from the Archdiocese for living purposes. The 
suggestion has been made that he receive the same as a 
disabled priest. I am led to believe that that amounts to 
$450 per month. 

I cannot go back to the Pastoral center at this time and ask 
them to issue a check for $2,700. That money is corning to 
Hoder, however, in justice. Would it be possible for the 
PRMAA to issue a $2,700 check to James Hoder for past 
services? Or if not directly to James Hoder, could it be 
issued to our office and I would turn it over to James? That 
way we might avoid getting involved in the whole tax 
business. He will, of course, pay taxes and Social Security 
on that amount of money. 

Please check this out and be in touch with me whenever you 
can_ I do appreciate your attention to this matter. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File (POM) 
Re: James Hoder 
4/29/92 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

I met with James Hoder on 4/28 and we talked about his future 
in ministry. I proposed the following to him: 

1. That he would be allowed to help out at st. Michael the 
Archangel parish, whe~e Jack Tilford is pastor. This 
would take place on Sunday mornings when he could say one 
of the Spanish Masses and perhaps the Slovak Mass, which 
Hoder claims he can do adequately. §~i:1~~~~g~e~i!nh~~~s 
off will be re-negotiated. He is not to get involved 
with parishioners in any prolonged relational way. 

2. This Sunda¥ assignment will run until the end of August, 
at which time we will review it and see how things have 
gone. I will continue to stay in touch with Jack Tilford 
regarding Jim Hoder. 

3. I will notify Jack of what has happened to Jim and Jim 
will explain it as well. 

4. Hoder will not accept any salary or remuneration from st. 
Michael's except for Mass stipends. Tilford is strapped 
at present and can use this help. I told Hoder not to 
contact Tilford until I have had an opportunity to speak 
to him. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File (POM) 
Re: James Hoder 
5/1/92 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

In speaking to James Ray today about several requests that he 
had made, I learned about an opening at the University of 
Illinois Hospital. Jim Ray told me that a certain amount of 
money has been budgeted for Catholic Chaplain, part-time at 
the hospital. He thought that this might be a good 
opportunity for Jim Hoder to begin some part-time work. It 
would include about 20 hours per week • 

Jim Hoder is 
e accep a le to Hoder and 

would help pick up his salary. The university hospital is an 
800 bed hospital, but this positiion as I said would be part­
time. 
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Page 374 

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 5/1/1992 

10. James Hcx:ier '75: Pat is pleased with the progress Jim is 
maldnJ. He hopes to be able to have Jim return gradually 
to sare kin.i of active ministry in the Diocese. 

Page 6 of 10 
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MAY 5,1992 

S U P P L E K E N T 

T 0 

INDIVIDUAL SPECIFIC PROTOCOL 

FOR JAKES HODER 

I have reviewed,understood and agree to all requirements of The Residence. 
Protocol,and the following items: 

1) Unaccompanied out-of-house privileges include the following: 

Parish Pray Group -Thursday afternoon 

Sunday and Monday - 10 hours free,Tuesday thru Saturday - 8 hours 
free/visits with family,classmates and friends,priests of St.Joseph 
and other rectories,Spiritual Director-St.Thomas More Church,going 
to restaurants,movies,theatres,health club/. 
Classes at Loyola University - Tue. and Thu./May 19-June 25,6pm-9pm/. 
Army Mass - 1st weekend of month 
Mass at St.Michael Church /in Spanish and Slovak/ - every Sunday 
/6.30am-9.00am/. 
Celebration of mass at Mercy Hospital /only when needed and asked 
to do so/ - Sunday. 

2) Prior approval for celebration of masses /at the places other than 
mentioned above/ and other religious services such as weddings,baptisms, 

funerals etc., must be received from the Archdiocese Vicar for PriestE 

3) The item 6 from previous Individual Specific Protocol/dated Jan.12,1992, 
does not apply any more. 

4) The item 8 from ISP dated Jan.12,1992 still applies with the following 
change: 

the resident out of house is to call in every three hours unless 
other arrangement has been approved by the Executive Director or 
his designate. 

5) Visitation by previously approved visitors can occur at Room 408 or 
at Community Room,all visitors must sign in and out at the Community 
Room. 
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6) The following items from the Individual Specific Protocol dated 
Jan.12,1992 still apply to the resident: 

item 3/in order to leave boundaries of Archdiocese resident must 
receive permission from the Vicar/, 

items 7,8/with the changes describes above/,9/with the changes 
described above/,10,11,12. 

Signed: 

Printed Name: 

Date: 

Executive Director: 

A copy of this protocol will be kept on file at 
and a copy will be sent to the Archdiocese Vicar for Priests. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Rev. James Hoder 

Dear Jim, 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

May 13, 1992 

As I promised, here is the check from the PRMAA for the 
amounts of $450 for 6 months of 1991. This is a living 
stipend, the equivalent of what a priest receiving disability . 
from Aetna would be getting. 

I just wanted to remind you that the PRMAA has been 
instrumental in picking up the expenses for 
your living over the past several months. If you are looking 
for a good place to put any donations that you have contem­
plated giving, the PRMAA is a choice spot. 

I hope everything is going well. See you soon. 

Fraternally yours, 

Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Vicar for Priests 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File (POM) 
Re: James Hoder 
5/13/92 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

At the Senate meeting on May 11, 1992, I spoke to Jack 
Tilford at st. Michael's about Jim Hoder. Jack said he would 
accept Jim's help on Sunday morning, according to the 
restrictions that I would la¥ down. I called Jim Hoder today 
to tell him to conact Jack Tilford and I explained once again 
the parameters of our agreement. 

I have a feeling that Jim Hoder actually talked to Jack 
Tilford before I did, but he says he did not. At any rate, 
the parameters are: 

1. That Jim Hoder would work with Jack Tilford on Sunday 
morning. Jack would assign him a Mass or two. When Jack 
finally sets up a second Spanish Mass, perhaps Jim could 
take that Mass as well. 

2. Jim is not to be paid by Jack Tilford but is to receive 
his stipend for the Mass as is customary. 

3. This arrangement will be in place up until September 1st 
at which time we will review it. 

In the meantime I asked Jim Hoder to follow up on the part­
time offer at University of Illinois hospital. He said that 
he is making an appointment to speak to the woman in charge 
over at the John Paul II Center. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Rev. John Tilford 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

St. Michael the Archangel Parish 
4821 South Darnen 
Chicago, Illinois 60609 

Dear Jack, 

May 14, 1992 

We talked on Monday, May 11, about the possibility of 
Jim Hoder coming to help you out. I informed Joe Bennett 
that he would be working with you. Jim has made some big 
strides in his own personal story over the past few months 
and we think he is ready to start to move back into some kind 
of priestly ministry at this time. As I said, he will be 
going there on Sunday morning to help you out in whatever 
Masses are necessary. If you later on put on another Spanish 
Mass, Jim possibly could help you with that. 

Jim is not to stay overnight at the parish but is to go 
there on Sunday morning and return to his present residence 
on that same Sunday morning. He is not to receive any pay 
from you, nothing more than just the stipend that he gets for 
the Mass. Jim's salary is being picked up in other ways at 
this time. 

He is not to involve himself in work other than what is 
immediately associated with the celebration of liturgy in 
your parish. I will be in contact with you periodically to 
see how Jim is doing. I will also be talking to him about 
how he is faring at your parish. If anything happens that 
you are uncomfortable with, don't hesitate to bring it up to 
Jim. And then we can all discuss it together. 

I hope this works out to give you a little relief in the 
work at St. Michael's. I'll be in touch. 

Fraternally yours, 

Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Vicar for Priests 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Rev. James Hoder 

Dear Jim, 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

May 14, 1992 

As per our conversation on May 13, I am asking you to 
contact Jack Tilford of St. Michael the Archangel parish to 
do weekend work. At the start, you will have one, perhaps 
two, Masses on Sunday morning. According to our agreement, 
you will not stay overnight at the yarish: but will go there 
on Sunday morning and return 1 when your 
duties are complete in the mornine. 

You are to receive no additional compensation for your 
work at St. Michael's. I am instructing Jack to give you a 
stipend for your Mass, but no other stipend for working on 
Sunday. You will continue to recieve a full salary from our 
off ice and that should be sufficient. 

I will stay in contact 
are doing at St. Michael's. 

I think, Jim, that you have made a good deal of progress 
in the last few months and it is my hope that that progress 
will be demonstrated in your work over at St. Michael's. In 
September, when we review the situation at St. Michael's, if 
all has gone well, then we can look to extending your 
particpation in ministry in some other way in the future. I 
hope everything goes well. Let me know what happens with 
that interview over at the University of Illinois Newman 
Center. 

Fraternally yours, 

Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Vicar for Priests 

AOC 014820 



Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Rev. John Tilford 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

St. Michael the Archangel Parish 
4821 South Darnen 
Chicago, Illinois 60609 

Dear Jack, 

June 14, 1992 

I instructed Jim Hoder to tell you that he would not be 
able to help out on weekends any more. I'm very sorry about 
this, but with the new instructions from the Cardinal's 
Commission, we have to take another look at how we will 
restore priests to ministry after allegations of misconduct. 
It's a difficult topic and I feel bad, as I know Jim does, 
about this set-back. 

I will be working with Jim in the near future to see how 
he may go back into ministry. I hope things will go well 
with you and I'll continue to look for someone who might be 
of help. 

Fraternally yours, 

Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Vicar for Priests 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File {POM) 
Re: Jim Hoder 
6/24/92 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

lllllllllcalled me from Catholic Charities today to talk about 
Jim Hoder. We had been pursuin~ a part-time chaplaincy for 
Jim at the University of Illinois Hospitals. The offer to 
Jim Hoder at this time is that he would work four hours on 
Sunday, Monday and Tuesday each week, and also be on calls on 
~ree days. He would work out his protocol with 

Jim Hoder will find out what the pay is for that job, and we 
will deduct that amount from his present salary. In other 
words, we will make up to Jim whatever lacks in his total 
pay. This may sound confusing, but we will work it out. 

11111111 will sit down with Jim Hoder and explain what the 
~tions are. Jim Hoder will also meet with the staff 
over at the hospital to do the same. This could be a good 
solution for ministry for Jim. He does speak Spanish and a 
bit of Slovak as well. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo (POM) 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

To: Rev. Patrick Pollard 
Re: James Hoder 
7/3/92 

James Hoder is a client of ours and he recently completed a 
course of training in the Spanish language. He is eligible 
for a $500.00 continuing education fee from the Archdiocese. 
I would ask you to make out a check for that amount to him 
and send it to our office. We shall send it on to Jim. I am 
sending with this a copy of the statement of account for the 
bill run up at Loyola University. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
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~®~~OM 

DATE: July 15, 1992 

Jim Hoder SUBJECT: 

M.Conwa~ FROM: Reverend Edwin 

TO: Reverend Pat O'Malley 
Reverend John Canary 
Reverend Andrew McDonagh 

MEMORANDUM 

It is my understanding that there has been some final arrangements made for 
Jim Hoder to begin a limited chaplaincy at Illinois University Hospital 
Center. Starting August 1, Jim will work Sunday, Monday and Tuesday for four 
hours each day. The rest of the time will be filled by Father Elliot who is 
already on the pastoral staff at St. Luke's Hospital. We are fortunate also 
that a permanent Deacon, Tom Coffey, who has training in clinical pastoral 
education will do some of the pastoral care as well as coordinate and recruit 
Eucharistic Ministers that can be utilized by all the chaplains. 

I presume this meets with your approval. 
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August 1,1992 

INDIVIDUAL SPECIFIC PROTOCOL 

FOR REVEREND JAMES HODER 

+ have reviewed,understood and agree to the following requirements of 
this protocol: 

1 ) 

University of Illinois Hospitals - Pastoral Service - Sun.,Mon. 
and Tue. - flexible hours,usually 4 hours a day.When on call, 
normally twice a week,can go to U of I H whenever needed -
in case of night shift the resident is to leave a written note 
to the residence staff member on duty 

Mass at Mercy Hospital,when needed - Sun. 

Bicycle ride - every day 
Visits with family,classmates and friends,priests from St.Joseph 
Church and other parishes,Spiritual Director from St.Thomas Moore 
Church,going to restaurants,movies,theatres,health clubs,Mid-Town 
Tennis Club,Shopping,participation at other social events - every 
day. 

2) Attendance at all activities and the specific names,addresses,time, 
telephone numbers regarding resident's whereabouts must be entered 
on the individual itinerary .. If for some reason(s) the mentioned abo­
ve requirements cannot be met,resident is obliged to call in and up­
date the residence staff member about his whereabouts. 

3) Resident is accountable for his own time and is requuired to support 
his attendance at social events with physical proof i.e., movie tic­
ket,receipt from restaurant,etc.,If such a proof cannot be provided, 
resident is required to call in the residence staff member from the 
place of his destination.The telephone number from where the call 
has been made may be verified be a staff member.Unlisted,unpublished 
telephone numbers will not suffice unless previously approved by the 
Executive Director or designate.Using mobile telephone is not permit­
ted.Repeated unsuccesful attemps to reach resident at the given num­
ber(s) will be followed by wtiting a memorandum.Such a memorandum 
will be kept on file at North Vianney Residence.In case of repeated 
violations,copies of original memoranda will be forwarded to the 
Archdiocese VIcar for Priests and 
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- 2 -
• . .._ ... 

~4)' Prior approval for celebration of masses at the places itemized above 
··and religious services such as weddings,baptisms,funerals etc., must 

be received from the Archdiocese Vicar for Priests. 

5) In order to leave boundaries of the Archdiocese resident must receive 
permission from the Vicar. 

6) Visitations by previously approved visitors can only occur at room 408. 
All visitors must sign in and out at the Community Room - apt. 104. 

7) No one under the age of eighteen is permitted to be at the residence 
unless prior approval has been obtained from the residence Executive 
Director,treatment team and the Vicar for Priests or his designate. 
Meeting with minors,in and out of the residence can take place only 
in the presence of an approved companion. 

8) Any deviation and/or non-compliance with requirements of this protocol 
will be addressed by the Executive Residence and/or designate and may 
be grounds for modification of currently existing arrangements regarding 
resident's stay .such modification will be 
collectivelly determined by the Vicar for Priests and/or designate in 
conjunction with Executive Director In case 
of emergency any staff member can mo ify t is protoco unti an admi­
nistrative decision can be made by the residence Executive Director 
and/or designate. 

9) In order to change this protocol prior approval must be received from 
the Vicar for Priests and the treatment team in conjunction with Exe­
cutive Director. 

This is a working document which can be changed,altered or superceded 
where there is an indicated need to do so. 

A copy of this protocol will be kept on file at and 
a copy will be sent to the Archdiocese Vicar for Priests. 

Signed: 

JA HODER ' Printed Name: 

Date: f- /l{-q l 

Executive Director: 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Rev. James Hoder 

Dear Jim, 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

August 19, 1992 

I got ¥our notice of August 8 that you're beginning at 
the University of Illinois. Please let me know if you will 
be receiving that $500 for the month of Au9ust. If not for 
the month of August, then when does it begin? I need to 
rearrange the salary with the Archdiocese. 

I hope this really works for you and I'll say an extra 
prayer that it will. 

Fraternally yours, 

Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Vicar for Priests 
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Victim Statement Abstract 

This abstract replaces handwritten notes received by Fr. Thomas Paprocki, Vice-Chancellor of 
the Archdiocese of Chicago, on November 11, 1992, summarizing a conversation with Victim 
MR regarding Victim MR's allegation of sexual abuse against Fr. James Hoder. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

From: Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Date : 11 / 13 / 9 2 
Re: James Hoder 

Ed Conway had received a call from who is 
the director of Pastoral Ministry at the University of 
Illinois at Chicago and for the hospital as well. She is the 
one who agreed to take on Jim Hoder in a part-time capacity, 
working in the chaplain's office. 

She is extremely concerned about Hoder at this time, mainly 
because she is receiving communications from a Fr. 
lllllllllllllllho is the chaplain there, as well as from Deacon 
.......... , who is also a chaplain. They feel that Hoder is 
not doing his work. On one occasion recently when they came 
into the off ice he was sitting in his chair with his coat 
over him, almost like in a fetal position. They think he 
might be severely depressed. At any rate he is not doing 
the work that he was contracted to do. will 
confront him on this. 

also said that she spoke to carol Fowler about what 
she should know about Jim Hoder regarding his background. I 
explained to ........ that, for some reason, I did not 
inform her of~background. I should have informed her 
at the time, but I guess I presumed that she knew. That was 
my fault and so I informed her about as much as I thought she 
needed to know about his background and why he was in the 
situation where he is at right now. She feels she may have 
to share that with the Administration at the Hospital, 
although she does not know exactly with whom. I told her I 
felt she also had to do that and I would work with her to 
inform them. Again, I told her that we would be meetin with 
Hoder today to talk about this matter 

llllllllli will confront Hoder next week on the question of 
~oing the work. She will contact me beforehand, 
before she speaks to the hospital authorities as to what 
should be said and to whom it should be said. 

Later on the 13th, Andy McDonagh and I met with Hoderllll 
. We tried to impress upon him the need to be 

very active and alert in his work at the hospital. He has a 
tendency to let up once the initial excitement is over. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 . 

Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

We also 
stressed the importance of wearing his collar to be known as 
a priest.'His future in ministry will depend on the report we 
get back from the hospital. 

We ex~lained to Jim that we are going to be telling his 
superiors at the hospital about his background - something we 
should have done at the very start. Jim acknowledged that he 
does not go into the pediatrics area nor work with young 
people. It may end up that they will not want him once they 
know of his background. We will deal with that when we come 
to it. 
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Victim Statement Abstract 

This abstract replaces handwritten notes of Fr. John Canary, Vicar for Priests of the Archdiocese 
of Chicago, dated November 21, 1992, summarizing a telephone conversation with Victim MR 
and Victim MR's allegation of sexual abuse against Fr. James Hoder. According to the notes, 
Hoder fondled Victim MR on one occasion when Victim MR was in his mid- to late-teens. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

From: Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Date: 11/25/92 
Re: James Hoder 

I spoke to is Jim Hoder's superior in 

•
hlilsllllimlil·n

1
i
1
·s
1
try a Illinois Hospital. 

spoke Monday, Nov. 23, to 
confront him with the information about his reportedly bad 
work habits. She talked about the incidents that were 
reported to her by other members of the staff. After 
discussion with Hoder, she concluded that there was a 
misunderstanding and a miscommunication. She did exhort him 
in the future to stay home if he is not able to walk and get 
to do his rounds. 

She also indicated to him that there is no immediate 
authority over him in the hospital setting, so he needs to be 
a self-starter. She reiterated what we had told Fr. Hoder 
the week before when those complaints first came in. He 
needs to do everything at the very best capacity. 

I also spoke to Fr. Paprocki today and asked him to send a 
letter to Hoder withdrawing his limited faculties at the 
Universit of Illinois Hos ital and I asked him to send a 
copy to 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor 

November 25, 1992 

Reverend James A. Hoder 

Dear Father Hoder: 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, 11linois 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

As explained to you by Father Patrick O'Malley, Vicar for Priests, it has 
become necessary to place you on administrative leave from all ministry. 
Accordingly, the authorization for limited ministry indicated in my letter to you 
dated October 8, 1992 is hereby rescinded. In particular, you are to discontinue 
ministry at the University of Illinois Hospital. In addition, your faculties as 
a priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago are revoked for the time being in accord 
with canon law, especially canons 764 and 967 §2. 

You are asked to return your celebret card to Father O'Malley or me at your 
earliest opportunity. 

Decisions about your future will depend upon further inquiry and 
assessment. 

Please know that you will be remembered in my prayers. 

With every best wish, I remain 

Given at the Chancery 

Jlt4i, ~ \.V~ 
;ic~~Cha~~llor 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~q~ 
Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 
Chancellor 

cc: /Reverend Patrick J. O'Malley, Vicar for Priests 
Ms. Mary Ellen Konieczny, Ministry in Higher Education 
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Assumption Church 

November 27, 1992 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I was assigned as pastor of Assµmption BVM parish in August of 
·1984. Rev. James Hoder was already serving an assignment here as 
associate pastor when I arrived. He left for another assignment 
in 1985. I have'been here ever since. 

During the time when we were both assigned here and in these 
subsequent seven years, I have never heard from anyone in the 
parish or neighborhood of any impropriety -- sexual or 
otherwise -- with regard to Fr. Hoder. In these past few years, 
everyone has become sensitized to the possibility of scandals and 
this neighborhood is at least as rife with rumors as any other. 
Nevertheless, I have neither personally heard nor heard from 
anyone else about any impropriety on Fr. Hoder's part. 

It is my understanding that Fr. Hoder was "pushed" into working 
with young people after a couple of years of his being assigned 
here. Some of the staff at that time thought that he should work 
with the eighth grade. He confined himself to teaching religion 
and to a couple of group trips. Later, because one of the eighth 
graders was also gang-involved, he became friends with various 
members of a local gang. I think that even Fr. Hoder himself 
would now agree that he was a bit naive and ill-prepared to deal 
with these "street kids". They gave him and the parish quite a 
bit of trouble for a while, but no one has ever questioned his 
good will and right motivation in his work with them here. 

Sincerely, 

pastor 

2434 SOUTH CALIFORNIA AVENUE • CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60608 • 247-6644 
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Rev. Patrick J. O'Malley 
Vicar for Pirests 
800 North Clark Street #311 
Chicago, Illinis 60610 

Reverend and dear Father O'Malley: 

700 EAST 170TH STREET 

SOUTH HOLLAND. ILLINOIS 60473 

TELEPHONE (706) 333-7011 

November 29. 1992 

I am writing this letter at the request of Father James Hoder with whom 
I served for some years at St. Ita Parish in Chicago, Illinois. I do not recall 
the exact years, but I do know that it was in the early and mid-seventies. 

In his phone call to me, Father asked that I address the issue of 
sexual misconduct on his part with minors. I never heard of any allegations from 
anyone about this matter. I did tell Father, and said that I would mention it in 
this letter, that a young lady had come to me regarding an accusation involving a 
former seminarian who was not a minor. The young man's name was Ir spoke in 
confidence with another priest about the matter, and then brought it to the 
attention of the Archdiocesan officials. Father Hoder tells me that he was in 
counseling over this accusation and that this matter was fully known to the 
Archdiocese. 

It is true that Father assocaited himself with younger people, and I 
did do some indirect checking into his behavior, but no one ever made any 
accusation of any sexual contact or misconduct. I did talk to Father and 
suggested that such associations were, from my standpoint, imprudent and could 
occasion misunderstandings. I did note that many of the other priests of his age 
who served at or lived at St. Ita Parish also had people in their living 
quarters. I recall that both Monsignor Picard and I were somewhat confused at the 
difference in lifestyle, but we both attributed. it to our difference in age and 
formal education. 

Other than the instance I mentioned above, no one ever brought anything 
to my attention regarding Father's behavior in that are of life nor did I 
personally observe anything. 

I .... .... e I I 

AOC 014836 



t • 

Rev. Patrick J. O'Malley 
Vicar For Priests 
645 N. Michigan Ave. 
Chicago, IL ~ 6061~ 

__ :_ !. 

Dear Fr. O'Malley: 

8307 HARLEM A VE., NILES, IL 60714-2698 
(708) 966 - 8145 

Nov . 3 0 , 199 2 

I am writing to you on behalf of Rev. James Hoder with whom I 
spoke yesterday. 

I hereby attest that during the time that we were both assigned 
to St. Ita's Parish, I neither observed, nor was I informed of, 
any inappropriate sexual activity on his part. I further attest 
that no such information had come to me until last week when I 
heard that he had become involved in the current situation in the 
archdiocese. 

Respectfully, 

In Christ 

copy: Rev. James Hoder 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

P.O. Box 1979 • Chicago IL • 60690 

1 December, 1992 

Rev. John Canary 
Co-vicar for Priests 

METROPOLITAN 
(312) 751-7999, 

645 North Michigan Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear John: 

TRIBUNAL 
ext. 8384 

«155 E. Superior • Chicago IL 60611» ~ 

Fr- Jim Hoder. has b~en.in contact with me, concerning his on-going 
discussions with the Vicar for Priests office. He has asked for 
canonical advice regarding the actions that were taken in his case, 
and any future actions that might result from pending allegations. 

I have agreed to act as Jim's advocate. Therefore, I would ask 
that copies of any correspondence you send to Jim be sent to me. 
As you know, a person only has a brief period of time in which to 
lodge recourse against a decision. By sending me a copy of 
anything you send to Jim, we can avoid any undue delays, should Jim 
object to a decision that was made in his case. 

If you would like to talk to me personally about this matter, you 
can reach me at (312) 751-8384. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~~~~ (2_~'-, 
(Rev.) Patrick R. Lagges 

cc: Rev. James Hoder 
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Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Vicar for Priests 
Archdiocese of Chicago 

Dear Pat, 

§f11f!Ju@~ @ff <CaJOUfl<Errfh>lJJJ!lpj) IPfffJm!Ju 
4J.827 North Kenmore Avenue 
Chicago, l!Ulnols 60640 

r----~1 (311.2) 878-55()7 

Dec.2, 1992 

My classmate, Jim Hoder told me that there are questions as to the 
quality of his ministry in the past, and he asked me to write my 
thoughts on the subject. 

I remember the great enthusiasm with Jim came to the ministry and 
the joy he had in helping people and praying with them. We had 
regular contact then through the pries ts prayer group, and Jim 
would on occasion substitute for me when I needed supply help. 

Jim had a series of difficult assignments and I remember hi,s 
frustration as the joy of his work was taken from him. In 
particular I remember the enthusiasm with which he served the 
Slovak senior citizens of Assumption parish. He was in the process 
of learning Slovak when the Mass was cancelled and the community 
dissolved. 

I think that Jim brings some great gifts to the ministry. He is 
very intelligent, and thus he is an insightful preacher. It also 
has given him a great facility for languages. He speaks Spanish 
with real f 1 uency and understanding. He is also a very good 
listener and has always exhibited a great kindness for senior 
citizens. 

It is my prayer that his enthusiasm can be rediscovered and his 
considerable gifts can once again be of service to the Church. 

I also pray that despite the difficulty of your work, you will 
enjoy the peace of Christ this Christmas. 

Your brother in the Lord, 
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December 9, 1992 

Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki 
Chancellor 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690-1979 

Dear Father Paprocki: 

On December 7, I received your letter of November 25, 1992 in which 
·you placed me on administrative leave from my ministry at the 
University of Illinois Hospital, and suspended my faculties in the 
Archdiocese of Chicago. 

I accept your decision to rescind authorization for my limited 
ministry at the University of Illinois Hospital, pending further 
inquiry and assessment. 

However, I ask you to revoke your decree of suspension. Since 
suspension from the exercise of ministry is a canonical penalty, 
which must be applied according to the norm of law, I believe that 
this penalty was illegitmately, and perhaps invalidly, imposed, 
according to cc. 1341 and 1347. 

I make this petition in accordance with c. 1734. Since the 
postmark on the letter was December 1, 1992, and I did not receive 
the letter until December 7, the latter date will be considered as 
the date of reception of the decree. 

I await your reply. I would also ask that you send a copy of your 
reply to Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, 155 E. Superior Street, Chicago, 
Illinois, 60611, who is acting as my advocate. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

(Rev.) James Hoder 

cc. Rev. Patrick R. Lagges 
Rev. Patrick J. O'Malleyi/" 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor 

Reverend Patrick R. Lagges 
Metropolitan Tribunal 
155 East Superior Street 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Pat: 

December 16, 1992 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

Father James Hoder has indicated that you are representing him as his 
canonical advocate. As he has requested, I am sending you copies of the 
Archdiocese's official correspondence with him pertaining to his administrative 
leave of absence, including my most recent letter responding to his letter of 
December 9, 1992. In addition, I will send copies of future correspondence to 
you, or will communicate with you directly, if that would be Father Hoder's 
preference. 

In turn, you are asked to direct future communications with the Archdiocese 
on behalf of Father Hoder to me, including communications with the Vicar for 
Pries ts office. 

With every best wish, I remain 

cc: Reverend James A. Hoder 
~Reverend Patrick J. O'Malley 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~ () D . o· 
·"tVWlr'W..0 f . {~ 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 
Chancellor 
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Office of the Chancellor 

Reverend James A. Hoder 

Dear Father Hoder: 

December 16, 1992 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, lllinols 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

I am writing in response to your letter of December 9, 1992 in which you 
asked me to revoke my "decree of suspension." In making this request, you 
indicated that, since suspension is a canonical penalty, you believed that this 
penalty was illegitimately, and perhaps invalidly, imposed, according to cc. 1341 
and 1347. 

In reply, I wish to clarify that my letter of November 25, 1992 in no way 
imposed a penalty of suspension in the sense of canon 1333. Rather, it was a 
revocation of faculties. The difference between the two may seem 
indistinguishable, but it is an important distinction since, as you point out, 
there are some essential steps which are required in order. to impose a canonical 
penalty validly. 

In contrast, the revocation of faculties is not a canonical sanction. As 
stated in the enclosed article by Father James H. Provost, Chairperson of the 
Department of Canon Law at the Catholic University of America, "Removing 
faculties is an administrative act. The diocesan bishop can remove faculties, 
as can another executive in the diocese authorized to do this" ("Faculties," 
Clergy Procedural Handbook (Washington, D.C.: Canon Law Society of America, 
1992]). 

As Father Provost indicates, even an adn:inist:::ative act has some procedural 
requirements when it may have an adverse effect on the individual. Accordingly, 
my letter revoked your faculties after you were heard by the Co-Vicars for 
Priests, Fathers Patrick O'Malley and John Canary and after they explained to you 
the reasons why it had become necessary to place you on administrative leave from 
all ministry. In particular, I note that canon 764 does not require the ordinary 
to state any reason for restricting or taking away the faculty to preach. In 
addition, canon 974, §l says that the local ordinary is.not to revoke the faculty 
to hear confessions habitually "except for a serious cause" ("nisi grsvem ob 
causam"). Precisely what constitutes a "serious cause" is not specified, but 
would not necessarily require a finding that the priest was guilty of a canonical 
offense. 

The position of the Archdiocese is that the nature of the allegations 
·against you are such as to constitute a "serious cause" requiring the revocation 
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Letter to Reverend James A. Hoder 
December 16, 1992 - Page 2 

of your faculties, at least for the time being. This should not be construed as 
a finding of guilt, but rather, that the allegation itself, along with the time 
and energy needed on your part to respond to further inquiry and assessment, 
present a serious obstacle to the exercise of priestly ministry. 

For these reasons, my letter of November 25, 1992 remains in effect. 

As you requested, I am sending a copy of this letter and other official 
correspondence with you to the priest you have appointed as your canon lawyer, 
Reverend Patrick R. Lagges. 

With every best wish, I remain 

cc: Reverend Patrick R. Lagges 
Reverend Patrick J. O'Malley 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

lk»-1· ~-
Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki 
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17 December, 1992 

Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
Archbishop of Chicago 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690 

Your Eminence: 

In accordance with c. 1737, I am hereby petitioning for 
hierarchical recourse against a decree issued on November 25, 1992 
by Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki. I received this decree on December 7, 
1992. In this decree, Fr. Paprocki rescinded Archdiocesan 
permission for me to engage in limited ministry. At the same time, 
he removed the faculties granted to me by cc. 764 and 967.2. 

The decree removing these faculties is at issue. 

My reasons for petitioning that the decree be withdrawn are: (1) 
Removal of faculties which are granted by the law itself is a 
canonical penalty, according to c. 1333, since these faculties are 
not considered "favors" (cc. 76ff), but "rights" (c. 38). (2) 
While penalties can be inflicted administratively, proper procedure 
must be followed in doing so. This procedure was not followed in 
my case. (3) The decree did not fulfill the requirements of c. 
51, since it did not state the reasons which prompted it. (4) The 
"serious cause" specified in c. 974.1 was not demonstrated. 

Therefore, I request that you reverse the decree which Fr. Paprocki 
issued, removing those faculties granted me by the law itself. 

As I stated 
accept his 
ministry at 
inquiry and 

in my letter of December 9, 1992, to Fr. Paprocki, I 
decision to rescind authorization for my limited 
the University of Illinois Hospital, pending further 
assessment. 

I await your reply. I would also ask that you send a copy of your 
reply to Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, 155 E. superior street, Chicago, 
Illinois, 60611, who is acting as my advocate in this case. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

(Rev.) James Hoder 

cc: Rev. Patrick R. Lagges 
Rev. Patrick J. O'Malley ._/ 
Rev. Thomas J. Paprocki 

(~ . 
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December 30, 1992 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I was asked to share my observations regarding Father Jim 
Hoder while he was residing at St David's Parish at 3210 
South Union, Chicago Illinois. It was my understanding that 
he was given certain directives by his superiors regarding 
his association with youth and minors. I was not informed of 
the details, I was only informed of just general house 
rules that Father Jim was to abide by. 

During Jim's residency at St David, I was serving the 
parish in the capacity of Pastoral Associate. I worked with 
Jim for four years. My association with Jim was pleasant, 
cooperative, supportive, and very pastoral. He took his 
ministry seriously and carried out whatever he was asked to 
do. 

To my knowledge, Father Jim carried out his directives 
regarding the minors while he was on the premises of 
st. David's parish. I have not seen the minors with Jim in 
the bedroom areas nor have I seen Jim entertain them in his 
living quarters with closed doors. 

If I can be of further assistance, do not hesitate to 
call me at Presently, I am a full-time student 
at Loyola University, Chicago. 
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Sr. DAVID CHURCH 

'lb whom it nay concern: 

3210 S. UNION AVE. 
CHIGAGO, IL 60616 

(312)842-0055 

January 18,1993 

I am writing this letter at the request of Fr. Janes Hoder, who 

who was my associate at St. David Church from 1985 until August, 1990. 

He has asked :rre to address two concerns that were raised by the Vicar for 

Priest's in a rreeting that he had. These concerns had to do with Fr. 

Hoder's terminating of his relationships with.certain young people 

from his previous assignnent at Assumption parish, and his contact with 

people here at St. David. 

As directed by Fr. Ventura, then Vicar for Priest's , Fr. Hoder 

was to terminate contact with several young people he had known from 

Assumption parish. Within a short period of tirre of about three rronths, 

he fulfilled this request. Secondly, as regards-to visits of any people 

in our private rooms, I suggested to Fr. Hoder as a natter of p~dence 

that he always keep his door open when having guests. He again was 

conpletely faithful in following this request in the tine he was associate 

pastor at St. David's. Finally, no one has ever co:rre forward to :rre with 

any conplaint about Fr. Hoder's conduct with themselves~ I hope that 

this letter will be of help to the Archdiocese in granting Fr. Hoder 

a future assignrrent. 
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Tuite, Stratton & Menaker 105 Wes( Adams Street 
31st rloor 

Chicago, Illinois 60603 

Phone 312/641-1022 
Fax 312/641-6765 

Patrick A. Tuite 

Brent 0. Stratton 

Ronald 0. Menaker 

Father Patrick O'Malley 
Archdiocese of Chicago 
Vicar for Priests 
800 N. Clark Street 
Suite 311 
Chicago, IL 60610 

Re: Father James Hoder 

Dear Father O'Malley: 

January 21, 1993 

As you know, our office has been retai.ned. by Fa.ther .. James 
Hoder1 concerning the allegation··that was reported to you in " 
November 1992. · We have advised Fath.er Hoder not to make any 
direct response to you concerning this allegat.ion. . However, we 
would like to bring certain matters to your attention. 

In 1986 or 1987, 
a er er also was asked to 

discontinue contact with certain individuals from the parish to 
assi ned, which he did shortl thereafter. 

The fact that Father Hoder discontinued contact 
with the individuals at his then parish is corroborated by the 
letters of Father Millard O'Keefe and Sister Leonette from St. 
David. Father Hoder also asked the priests who have worked with 
him since ordination to comment on the possibilit of other 
alle ations. Their answers are on file. 

As for any legal ramifications, our office has advised 
Father Hoder that, as best as we can determine, there is no risk 
of any criminal prosecution arising out of.either of the 
allegations since the statute of limitations has run on both of 
the allegations~ In addition, our o.ff{ce has adv.ised Fa.ther. 

.. • : • : ~ •• ' . ., ••• . ' '.• ' i·, • ' • \ :· ·:. 1 ' •.. • ....... ' ·'. 1., . . . '. .. ~ . ' . ; J ': . .' • ; •· ,: ;.., •• ' 
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Tuite, Stratton & Menaker 

Father Patrick O'Malley 
January 21, 1993 
Page 2 

Hoder himself and the Diocese are beyond any risk as far as a 
lawsuit with respect to the first allegation, and that there is 
only a very remote possibility of some civil action being filed 
on the second allegation. According to the information we have 
received, apparently neither of the two parties making 
allegations have ever indicated that they would take civil action 
against Father Hoder or the Diocese. 

We believe that all of these facts point toward Father Hoder 
being favorably considered for a priestly ministry in the 
Archdiocese and that the trials of the past year, 11111111 

have made him a better priest then he 

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. If you 
have any questions, do not hesitate to call us. 

Sincerely; 

BDS:ss 

~2~ton / 
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February 2,1993 

INDIVIDUAL SPECIFIC PROTOCOL 

FOR REVEREND JAMES HODER 

I have reviewed,understood and agree to all requirements of 
this protocol: 

1) Unaccompanied out-of-house activities include the follo­
wing: 

- meals -

Parish Pray Group - Thu. afternoon 

Bicycle ride - every day 
Visits with family,classmates and friends,social 
events/dinning,movies,theatres,shopping,etc.,/ -
every day 

2) Attendance at all activities and the specific names,ad­
dresses,time,telephone numbers regarding resident's whe­
reabouts must be entered on the individual's itinerary. 
If for some reason(s) the itemized requirements cannot 
be met,resident is obliged to call in and update a staff 
member about his whereabouts.The phone call should be 
made as soon as possible /as soon as change(s) in indi­
vidual 1 s schedule has been made/. 

3) Resident is accountable for his own time and is reqiured 
to support his attendance at social events with physical 
proof /i.e.,movie ticket,receipt from restaurant,etc.,/. 
If such a proof cannot be provided /visiting family and 
friends,dining at private residences,etc.,/ resident is 
required to call in the residence staff member from the 
call in every.four hours unless decided otherwise by 
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the residence Executive Director and/or the Archdiocese 

of Chicago Vicar for Priests or designate.The telephone 
number from where the call has been made can be verified 
by a staff member.Unlisted,unpublished and/or mobile te­
lephone numbers will ~at suffice. 
Unsuccessful attemps to reach resident when out-of-house 
will be followed by writing a memorandum.Such a memoran-
dum will be kept on file .In case 
of repeated violations copies of original memoranda will 
be forwarded to the Archdiocese Vicar for Priests. 

4) In order to leave boundaries of Chicago metropolitan 
area resident must receive permission from the Vicar or 
his designate. 

5) Prior approval for public celebration of masses and 
other religious services such as weddings,baptisms,fune­
rals ,etc., must be received from the Vicar for Priests 
or his designate. 

6) Any contraband materials such as alcohol and pornography 
will be confiscated and can be done by any staff member. 
VCR is not permitted at resident's apartment unless per­
mission has been granted by the Vicar 

7) Visitation can only occur only at resident's apartment. 
All visitors must sign in and out at the Community Room. 

8) No one under the age of eighteen is permitted to be at 
the residence unless prior approval has been received 
from Executive Director, • and/or the Vicar 
for Priests.Meetings with minors, in and out of the re­
sidence,can take place only in the presence of an appro 
ved companion. 

9) Any deviation and/or non-compliance with requirements of 
this protocol will be addressed by Executive Director 
and/or designate and may be grounds for modification of 
currently existing arrangements regarding resident's 
stay Such a modification will be 
collectively determined by the Archdiocese Vicar for 
Priests and/or designate in conjunction with the residen 
ce Director 111111111111111111111111~ 
In case of emergency,any staff member can modify this 
protocol until an administrative decision can be made by 
Executive Director and/or designate. 
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10) In order to change this protocol prior approval 
1
m
1
u
1
s
1

t
11

b
1

e
11 obtained fron the Archdiocese Vicar for Priests 

11) This is a working document which can be changed,altered 
or sup~rseded when there is an indicated need to do so. 

12) A copy of this protocol will be sent to the Office of 
the Ar6hdiocese Vicar for Priests. 

Signed: 

Printed Name: !-{ o D L(L 

Date: 

Executive Director: 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

From: Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Date: 3/29/93 
Re: James Hoder 

I met with James Hoder today to talk about his situation 
regarding the Fitness Review Board and a possible request for 
re-entry into some partial ministry in the future. I 
explained to James all the ramifications of such a request, 
namely that he would have to petition the Cardinal first for 
permission to go to the Board 

AOC 014855 



. . ... .... 

oeAfl J'f,Fr/E 1 

- -~u4/~~ ) (Iv f LeA-JL-

f? C / 1'1 /3 v rl. J t' Jl "1 ;-/ d 0 L' I?.. rt-

/'1 'f JE'P 0 C f"1 rfl pr;,._ 

1f/E f ((CJ/.; '( f CNf L- 0 A~ F°/2 ,,_.., 

a(.) fl /c; 
0 

a E {) u r11 fl o ~ - f,R(/reJJl"AAc.. 

rfv~P, (-·t'T j/t '-eJ o,., 
f1 ity /I l'tr.3 !) . 

AOC 014856 



.......... 

PROFESSIONAL GROWTH 

Rev. James Hoder 
5-11-93 
12-93 

Prebs. Day 
Books 

Total 

25.00 
268.50 

$293.50 
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MEMO 
TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

Rev. James Hoder 

Steve Sidlowski 

July 12, 1993 

Reimbursement Check 

Enclosed is check in the amount of $25. 00 as reimbursement for 
Presbyteral Day in May, 1993. 
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Name 
····-·· -···: 

ARCHDIOCESAN SABBATICAL BOARD 
CENTER FOR DEVELOPMENT IN MINISTRY 

S't'. MARY OF THE LAKE UNIVERsrrY 
MUNDELEIN, ILLINOIS 60060 

{312) 566-6401 

SABBATICAL 8.:§Y.JYM AND E'lALUATION FORM 

Phone 

Add.tess ~-~:: ~···"~· -~···-'.·.~· ~··-·.·-~;· ·-.,.,._·~~::.:~:·:~ ............ ~--~------~ 

Present 
Ai~signmcnt 

Location of your Sabbatical 

Dates of your Sabbatical 

. ) 

Ordination 

: - ·.-.-: ... ·· .... - ..... ::.-.::_ .. { .... 

·. -~· 

Briefly describe the components of your sabbatical: 

-:._ .. ;___ :·. 

-:·...-·;-· 
,·'·-·-·:' 

1. !}rief ly state the goals you set for your s,;:i.bbatical: 

{:: 
_} 

;,_ ) 

2, How did your sabbatical meet your goals? 

·"-'·· :: .···:::.·.·· ... 

.: . ..--·:---.. ~: .. _ ... · . :- ·. ~~: · .... -: -<. / 

., ·.,· .. :? ('' . ~ 

-·:--... {) 
/, 

············································-·.-.·.·····················································-·:·:·.·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:·:-:·:·:·:-:-:-:·:·:-:·:·:-:-:-:-:;:.:.::· 
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3.· Bow has your sabbatical aff~cted your ministry and your career 
development? 

_/:: ...• :: .. :· 

1, Describe the quality of in~ttructit'.ID; of the proq1·am in which you 
participated~ 

2~ Describe the de£th of the program: 

J, How would you describe and evaluate the other participants in 
contributing to your experience? 

···:·-· .. .... ·::'. 

.. /: 

4. Describe the quality of the @Pirituql components of the program 
(e.g. prayer life, worship, reflection, spiritual direction, etc.): 

.... 

Des er ibe the quality of the program i s <?nvir(~Dffien t f i.n terms of~ 

·=· .• ··-.•. ;:·. 

b, comfort: 

c~ food service~ 

.··~ •• · : •. > • ;"' 

'•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•'.•.•'.•.•'.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.•.·.···-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-····. 

·.:· -=: '. 
. ······.· 
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d. housing~ 

e. extra~curricular activities: 

6. Did the program offer you personal assistance i.n the areas of: 

a. spiritual direction :les 

If yes, describe its quality: 

academic counseling Yes 

If yes> describe its quality~ 

c. personal counseling 

If yes, describe its quality: 

):~ ... _,._ 
.. :\ 

:::' _ ..... _ .. _ 

No 

No 

No 

\~:< 
..,....,:_·~ 

7. Were other options made available tc you in addition tc the 
basic program? Yes No ~ 

If yes, please describe: 

8. Overall, hm•l would you rate the proqrarn? 

: ....... ·=: .. 

overpriced 

Please explain why~ 

··:.: .. -~ ..... . 

.'· .... ·: .... 

'•:!;• 

"\/ 
~ 

. ·.:::. ·: .. 

. ... 
,>· 

'•••'•.-. 
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10. Would you recommend this site/ pH)<Jl"':~m to other pries ts? 

Yes No 

qualifiers on your response: 

ARCHDIOCESAN CONCERN~ 

1. How were your ministerial responsibilities covered while you were 
away? 

~ ..• ··. . .· . ,. 

; .. ·:: ... ;: :; .. :...· .• ..... •. ··'":_ .. ·. :·::. 
;:'' 

2. Describe the extent to which your absence caused hat'dshi.ps in your 
ministerial setting: 

-~ 
J. Was your remuneration 

by you on time? 
(salary, car stole fee} received 

No 

.,.,;·:-

4. Was your income sufficient to meet ·your needs during the sabbatical? 

6. 

NO 

To what. extent did you feel Hconnected;i with the Archdiocese during 
your sabbatical? 

Did you regularly receive Archdiocesan mailings? 

······::/::· 
~··-· _.,_ No 

7. To what extent was corrununicat.1.on nEwessi tated and executed with 
a.nd by the Center for Development in Ministry? 

4. 
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GENERAL~ 

1. What was ~t satisfying to you about your sabbatical? 

.·· .. ··· ... ::... ·:-·:.: 

y· ... · 

... ·.·-:;···. 

······ .... ·: .. 

-; : ... 

2. ~ What was least satisfy·ing to you a.botit ~~our sabbat.ical 7 

:: .. ~ 

.:· .. · 

· •.. ; 

:3 ~ An;/ furt.her co.mments and/or suggest.ions for tl1~ Sabbatical .Board 
and the Center for Development in Ministry? 

···•···· ... ·. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

CHECK REQUEST 

PAYABLE TO: James Hoder 
(PAYEE) 

$ 268.50 
(CHECK) 

Social Security # If payable to 
----~~~~~Individual 

MAIL: RETURN CHECK TO: professjonal l<'jtness Bevjew 

DEPT. # EXPENSE DESCRIPTION AMOUNT 
CODE 

10-135 "Specific Expense Categ-ories" $ 268 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

REMARKS: Professional Growth Expense - magazines and 

books 

DATE: 12-20-93 REQUESTED BY : _ _,R=1=-· t....,a=-=~ ....... 1o=n"""g-"""a=n~------
C-- <: ,. / ,/ 

APPROVED BY: Q+~_._..._ i::' / : -.i·f_..(--1 ,.........-~ · 

(Revised 7/89) 

!%- ~-~ /-3-1.Y 
&s< ~ /--J-7.r 

50 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo 
To: 
From: 
Date: 
Re: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Rev. Thomas Paprocki 
Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
2/19/94 
James Hoder 

The Cardinal, Fr. Canary and I met with Fr. James Hoder on 
2/18/94 to speak about the next step 

The cardinal told Hoder that his presumption at 
this time is that Hoder would not be coming back into active 
ministry and that therefore we needed to begin 
some a 1 terna te wo k · · · 

Hoder was not ready to discuss this step. Instead, he made a 
fervent plea for the removal of canon 1044. He feels that he 
is psychologically capable of further ministry. It was 
ointed out to him that he had made this re uest once before. 

The upshot of the matter is that the Cardinal acknowledged 
Hoder•s right to question the c. 1044 and to seek its 
removal. So the matter must now go back to the Chancellor, 
Rev. Thomas Paprocki, for his input. Somehow a way must be 
found for a review of this decision, which will be acceptable 
to both Hoder and ourselves. Therefore the outcome of the 
review of the decision would be binding on both parties. 

In a later conversation with Fr. Paprocki, I suggested that 
the Cardinal request that this case go before the FRBD for a 
final recommendation. Paprocki seemed to think it would be 
appropriate. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Rev. James Hoder 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

March 5, 1994 

cardinal stritch Retreat House 
Post Off ice Box 455 
Mundelein, Illinois 60060 

Dear Jim, 

I brought your most recently expressed concerns before 
the Advisory Board and the Cardinal this past weekend. They 
agreed that the situation of your being placed under Canon 
1044 can be reviewed. 

Because you are basically askin9 for a return to 
ministry and a removal from the prohibitions of Canon 1044, 
the Board felt it was appropriate that your request be 
brought before the Professional Fitness Review Board. The 
Cardinal agreed. 

The next step will be for you to call for an appointment 
for you and your attorney to come to our off ice. There we 
will go over your files and designate which materials will be 
turned over to the PFR Board. Anything that has to do with 
treatment for mental health is of course privileged to you 
and you will have to look that matter over and decide whether 
and how you want it released. Give me a call when you get a 
chance and we will set up a time for you to come in. 

Fraternally yours, 

Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Vicar for Priests 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office of the Chancellor 

To: 

cc: 

From: 

Date: 

Re: 

Pat, 

MEMORANDUM 

Reverend Patrick J. O'Malley 
Vicar for Priests 

Mr. Stephen Sidlowski 
Professional Fitness Review Administrator 

Reverend Thomas J. Paprocki ~ 
Chancellor I lfl 

March 10, 1994 

James Hoder 

Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

(312) 751-8220 
Fax (312) 751-5381 

In response to your memo of February 19, 1994 regarding James Hoder, 
in order to remove the impediment of Canon 1044, it would be necessary for the 
Cardinal to have further consultation with an expert in the field. 
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MEMO 
TO: 

PROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

Jim, 

Jim Hoder 

Steve Sidlowski 

March 17, 1994 

Subscription reimbursement 

Please forward some type of receipt for magazine 
subscriptions. I need receipts in order to request a check. 

Thank you. 
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Memo 
To~ 

From: 
Date: 

' : . .:· 
Cardinal EWrnardin .:.A ... 
Rev. Patrick o 1 Ma11'0.:)"1/>'" ... 
5/25/94 !1 
Rev. James Hoder · 

John canarv and I met with Jim Hoder and Fr. Pat Lagges 
ac:cornp.:i.nying him as d Canoni.c.::il consu1tant. We ill«~t on 
5/25/94. We spoke of the Advisorv Board 1 s recommendations to 
you and explained the following p~ints to Hoder: 

·1 " , 'j " ~· ..... HS \~113 .. J. remdin under Canon 1044 based on our most recent 
staffinq 

3 - T11is is an assiqnment, not a request. Therefore, if he 
refuses to go, he will be under suspension. 

4 - We set a tirneline for Hoder to be in 
arrive there no later than Monday, June 13. 

He is to 

6 - I .;i.m qathm:inq the rf:~quisite papers to ether and we 
need a letter of recommendation to the 
-1.c=:tr: to t.he let.t.i~.r that you 

May I suqgest the following text.: 

nraf t 

\:':. ::.:: 
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P~eas~ send t~e ?ri~inal of this let~e~ to our off ice and we 
will include 1t .i.n che paper:;;; wt: nseo t",o send to the ·wounded 
Brothers project. Thank you much for your attention to this 
matt.er. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGQ 

Vl,9AR 'FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File 
From: Rev. John Canary 
Date: 9/6/94 
Re: James Hoder 

1 - Bernadette Connolly called today to discuss Jim Hoder's 
situation. Jim was back in Chicago for the Labor Day 
weekend. § 

He contacted Bernadette to say that he had been 
in an accident over the weekend, and he was unable to return 

until his car was repaired. 

Bernadette asked him if he was OK, and he said that he was 
fine. He had brought the car to a repair shop, and they told 
him it would be about a week before the repairs could be 
done. 

Bernadette felt uneasy about this situation. She contacted a 
friend in the police department, and the policeman checked 
the records and there was no record of an accident. 
Bernadette found out that Jim's car had been towed by Lincoln 
Towing over the weekend from a lot on the north side of 
Chicago. Jim had not mentioned this to Bernadette. She was 
confused by these events, and she wondered if Jim was telling 
her the full truth. 

I suggested to Bernadette that she call Jim and ask him to 
come in to see her on Wednesday morning. I suggested that 
she ask him to bring the police report of the accident. If 
he is unable to bring a report, I suggested she might share 
the information that she received from the policeman. 
Bernadette was hesitant to do this. 

Bernadette felt that Jim should return 
Wednesday. I agreed with her. She sai s e wou 
Jim Hoder and ask him to come in and meet with her on 
Wednesday morning. At that time, she would tell him that he 
needed to return on Wednesday. 

3 - called on Tuesday, 
9/6/94. He was concerned that Jim Hoder had not returned on 
time. He said that Jim Hoder called him one hour before he 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

was due to arrive back - said that he 
was not sure how much to believe of what Jim told him. 
said that Jim is a very manipulative person. 

I explained to -that Bernadette will meet with 
tomorrow morning. We had made a decision that Jim 
return to lllllllllllllllon Wednesday. 
that he wo~at the airport. 

Jim 
would 

said 

4 - Bernadette called on Wednesday morning. Jim Hoder 
brought a police Bernadette told him that he would 
have to return on Wednesday. Jim wanted 
to drive back in the car he had rented while his own car was 
being repaired. Bernadette said she thought he should return 
immediately by plane. She was concerned that otherwise Jim 
would be coming back to Chicago to get his car. From her 
conversation with Pat O'Malle , she felt that Jim should stay 

~Jim and told him that he would have to go back 
111111111111111today by plane. I tol~we would make 
arrangements to get his car down to ........ when it was 
repaired. Jim was not happy with this arrangement, but he 
was compliant. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

From: Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Date: 10/14/94 
Re: James Hoder 

following points: 

that he must have a job by October 31 or they 
let him go back to Chicago. 

2 - When he comes back to Chicago, his options are limited. 
He will be asked to submit his resignation 

3 - Hoder said that it is difficult for him to look for a job 
1111111111111111 .. where he knows nobody. There is some 
validity to this point. Perhaps it is best that he come back 
and look for work in Chicago. I could put him in touch with 

to give him some advice. 
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TO AM 

If» ;.-~~~~~_,........,_,__~~~~~~----11-~'--'--'--+-~_._,,.-=--'-+-~-'-'PM"'-l 
[)=fl 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

From: Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Date: 1/25/95 
Re: James Hoder 

After several attempts, Fr. Hoder finally was able to get through 
to me today. I told him that I wished to acknowledge the fact 
that he is now earning money independently and that I would ask 
him to work with me to divise some kind of way that he can 
contribute to offset costs for his stay in St. Louis. I wanted 
to get Fr. Hoder involved in making some kind of pro-active 
offer. He agreed to work something up and get it to me as soon as 
possible. Once I receive it then he and I can discuss it and 
come to some kind of conclusion. He said he would do that before 
next week. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Dear Jim, 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

February 8, 1995 

As John already informed you, I am scheduled on February 
18th to appear before the Professional Fitness Review Board. 
At that time, I have been asked by the Cardinal to share 
information on your situation. This is in keeping with the 
Cardinal's promise that all past cases would be reviewed by 
the Fitness Review Board once it was up and running. 

Because your situation was originally handled under our 
previous procedures (before the Fitness Review Board was 
organized) , the Cardinal and his advisors feel the 
information ought to be shared anonymously with the Board. 

With this letter, I am enclosing the full text I will 
use in my presentation to the Board. There are a few slight 
changes from the text John gave you. I will have to answer 
questions, of course, but I will not include substantially 
more than what this typed text contains. 

Please read it over carefully. If you have any questions 
about it or if you wish to make any representations about it, 
feel perfectly free to get in touch and I will be open for 
discussion. This is a delicate matter and I want to do it in 
the fairest way possible. 

I do not anticipate any great changes being suggested by 
the Board. I will of course take their recommendations to the 
Cardinal for his study and decision. His schedule is so 
crammed right now that it may take a while to get back to you 
with the final word. I'll speed the process up as best I c~n. 

I will try to get in touch with you by phone before 
February 18th to get your reaction. But again feel free to 
call me if and when you like. John tells me you and he had a 
good meeting in St. Louis. I keep you in my prayers always. 

Fraternally yours, 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

2) Fr. B. about 46 in 1995 

In July, 1985, an 
relationship with 

dating 

Took a 
leave of absence 6/81-6/82. There seemed 
to have been no more recurrence of the above-described 
behavior. 

Fr. B was told to avoid company pf minors. Regular monitoring 
meetings with VP (Ventura). Fr. B continued working in a 
parish setting. 

In 12/86, the VP records that Fr. B was having work troubles 
(not of a sexual nature) in his arochial assi nment. VP asks 
for another assessment. 

1111made no mention of paraphilia or sexual proclivities. 

In 3/90, Fr. B's pastor had complaints about Fr.'s ministry 
and his focus on helping young people. Housekeeper also made 
some vague allegations of him being "gay", and entertaining 
young men, some of whom may allegedly have been minors, in 
his rooms. Pastor made no such allegation, but did feel Fr. 
B. lacked direction and purpose and was ineffective. 

2. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

In 8/1/92, , he began monitored part­
time hospital chaplaincy. No admission to pediatrics area was 
allowed. Hos ital su eriors knew of his problem. 

In 11/'92, another allegation involving inappropraitely 
massaging a young (17-18) man arose from '83-'85 time frame. 

Ministry: As of 11/92, the Archdiocese determined no more 
ministry possible. A review of this decision was petitioned 
by Fr. B and, in 4/94, the canonical ruling was reconfirmed. 
As of 2/95, no more ministry in the future is envisioned. 

Living: Since withdrawal in 11/91, he had been living in the 
••••Retreat House setting until 5/94. Since then, he 
resides at a supervised & monitored project out of state 
seeking to develop skills for other work outside ministry. 

Protocol: No unsupervised contact with minors, no presenting 
himself as a priest publicly. No priestly ministry. 

Monitoring: Under our ongoing direction, he is monitored by 
the professional staff on site. 

3. 
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Feb. 12,1995 

Dear Pat, 

I had a fine meeting with John Canary this past week.I appreciate 

his care and understanding very much. Time prevented me from bringing 

up another concern of mine, which has been on my mind often sinceiour 

meeting here this past October.My concern has to do with this. 

Originally, it was presented 

as a place to come to any receive job training. 

When this training was cpmpleted, 

I would be returning to Chicago. I have been here six months and I have 

received no job training, other than the few days that I received at 

my job. II bega,nnworking aththe beginning of November. In Your recent 

letter about paying some of the expenses has made it even more urgent 

for me to have an answer to my question. What is the point of my continuing 

to stay at Wounded Brothers if all I am to do is go looking for work? 

How long am I going to stay here? And what will determine my returning 

to Chicago? 

If I am not to be back in priestly ministry,yet I am not being asked 

to resign, then I want, I need clearer direction in terms of job training. 

If I am to work for the diocese in a non-mintsterial job, what job will 

that be, and how can I prepare for that job now? If I am not going 

to be given a diocesan job, then why am I working here in St. Louis, when 

I will then have to begin to search for a job again when I return to Chicago. 

As I see it, it makes no sense for the diocese to have spent $12,000+ this 

past six monthsfor me to receive nothing more than room and board here in 

St. Louis. 
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In closing I would like to say that I have learned much about 

myself this past six months. I have learned that I can go out and find 

But I am very lonely and depressed here. I do not 

see that as a very healthy state of mind to be in. I miss my family andd 

my friends. I miss Chicago very much. But most of all I miss my freedom. 

I still want to be a priest. But I know that circumstances beyond anyone's 

control has made that just about impossible in the United States. It 

has presented me with a real crisis of faith. Inhave been hoping, praying 

for some kind of miracle, I guess. That is why I even agreed to come 

down here. But soon I feel it will be time to move on to something new. 

I need to put these extremely painful last three years to some closure. 

Any help that you can give me in that regard would be very much appreciated. 

Yours truly, 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

From: Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Date: 2/14/95 
Re: Rev. James Hoder 

At 7:30 on 2/14/95 I spoke to Hoder by phone regarding the letter 
he had received from me along with the revised summary which I 
will be presenting to the Professional Fitness Review Board on 
2/18/95. 

Hoder agreed with the changes that I suggested from a previous 
summary which Fr. Canary had brought to him on a recent visit to 
St. Louis. We went over the paper and he agreed that I could go 
ahead with it. 

Hoder also said that he would be sending me his proposal for the 
use of the money that he is making at this time vis a vis the 
expenses that he is incurring. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Dear Jim, 
\~ 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Feb. 27, 1995 

In respon~e to your letter of Feb. 2, may I offer the 
following observations. 

Before going to you were informed that there was 
no future in priestly ministry for you in the Archdiocese. 
Sending you was meant to help provide an 
atmosphere in which you would focus on getting gainful employment 
outside the Church structure. You have shown that you can do that 
- as you state in your letter. 

You are now asking for some clarification on what the future 
holds for you. I can give some you some sense of the future, but 
to some extent that depends on you and your choices. 

1. If you choose to remain a priest which you have a right to do, 
- you will not be in ministry; 
- you will live in a supervised setting with suitable 

monitoring for the foreseeable future; 

- besides the room and board mentioned above, the 
Archdiocese will provide benefits, and a modest 
stipend, if necessary, for expenses; 

- you will be expected to get a job in the public sector, 
and you will be expected to pay a reasonable percentage 
of your living and therapy costs based on your income. 

All this could take place either in Chicago or elsewhere, 
depending on circumstances. 

2. If you choose to resign from priesthood and seek laicization, 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

- with some restrictions on the types of work you might 
pursue (none with minors), you will be able to seek 
employment in Chicago or wherever; 

- you would owe nothing back to the Archdiocese. 

While some aspects of these options may not be easy to 
consider, the choice is yours to make, Jim. What we have been 
~ do is show you that, 
......... you are able to make it on your own and thus make the 
right choice for your future. You have more confidence now than 
you had before. Your desire for more autonomy is stronger now 
than it was before. I hope your options are clearer. 

The information in this letter is not the last word by any 
means. It it the beginning of a dialog. You undoubtedly will have 
comments, questions, and reactions. Please don't hesitate to be 
in touch as we pursue this question further. 

Fraternally, 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

From: Rev. Dan Coughlin 
Date: May 18, 1995 
Re: James Hoder 

With-and-: · 
Jim Hodar is wasting his time and the money of the Archdiocese. 
He is very manipulative and keeps spending money on books, 
cigars, enjoys his meals and movies. He is not showing 
initiative and expects entitlements. 

Pat O'Malley has made it clear and I should do nothing to create 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

a more vague picture for him. They thought Pat O'Malley would not 
be surprised if Jim is now waiting for 20 year pension. They 
agree with this perception. He needs a letter, probably from the. 
Cardinal, stating the next steps. In their opinion Jim seems to 
be a child in an adult body. Looking and blaming others for his 
life. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

From: Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Date: 8/12/95 
Re: James Hoder 

On 8/9/95 I visited with James Hoder in st. Louis. We had lunch 
together and talked about his situation. 

Hoder has been very frightened now that the time for making his 
decision is getting closer. He· hopes that he will not be a 
failure. He has avoided decisions most of his life and knows 
that that kind of escape behavior has to stop. 

He is to call me on Saturday, 8/12, to set a final date. I 
encouraged him to set the date no earlier than 9/23, when I would 
be returning from my vacation. He agreed that was a good time. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Hoder did call on 8/12 and set the date for his return to 
Mundelein for the weekend of 9/23. I will notify Fr. 
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September 23. 1995 

INDIVIDUAL SPECIFIC PROTOCOL 
FOR REVEREND JAMES HODER 

I have reviewed, understood and agree to all requirements of this 
protocol: 

1. Unaccompanied out-of-house activities include the following: 

Visits with family, classmates and friends, social events/ 
dining, movies, theaters, shopping, etc. - every day. 

2. Attendance at all activities and the specific names, addresses, 
time, telephone numbers regarding resident's whereabouts must 
be entered on the individual's itinerary. If for some 
reason(s) change(s) in individual's schedule has been made, 
resident is obliged to call in and update a staff member as 
soon as possible. 

3. Resident is accountable for his own time and is required to 
support his attendance at social events with physical proof/ 
i.e. movie ticket, receipt from restaurant, etc. Resident is 
required to call in every four hours unless decided otherwise 
by the Residence Executive Director and/or designate. The 
telephone number from where the call has been made can be 
verified by a staff member. Unlisted, unpublished and mobile 
telephone numbers will not suffice. 

Unsuccessful attempts to reach resident when out-of-house 
will be followed by writing a memorandum. Such a memorandum 
will be kept on file In case of repeated 
violations copies of original memoranda will be forwarded to 
the Office of Vicar for Priests. 

4. In order to leave boundaries of Chicago metropolitan area, 
resident must receive permission from the Executive Director 
or designate. 

5. Prior approval for public celebration of Masses and other 
religious services such as weddings, baptisms, funerals, etc., 
must be received from the Vicar for Priests or designate. 
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6. Any contraband materials such as alcohol and pornography will 
be confiscated and can be done by any staff member. VCR is not 
permitted at resident's apartment unless permission has been 
granted by the Executive Director and/or designate. 

7. Visitation can only occur at resident's visiting room. All 
visitors must sign in and out at the Community Room. 

8. No one under the age of eighteen is permitted to be at the 
residence unless prior approval has been received from the 
Executive Director and/or designate. Meetings with minors, in 
and out of the residence, can take place only in the presence 
of an approved companion. 

9. Any deviation and/or non-compliance with requirements of this 
protocol will be addressed by Executive Director and/or 
designate and may be grounds for modification of currently 
~angements regarding resident's stay ....... 
............. Such a modification will be collectively 
determined by the Vicar for Priests and/or designate in 
conjunction with the Executive Directorllllllllllllllllllllllllll 
In case of emergency, any staff member can modify this protocol 
until an administrative decision can be made by Executive 
Director and/or designate. 

10. In order to change this protocol prior approval must be 
obtained from the Vicar for Priests and/or designate. 

11. This is a working document which can be changed, altered or 
superseded when there is an indicated need to do so. 

12. A copy of this protocol will be sent to the Office of 
the Vicar for Priests. 

Signed: 

Printed Name: 

Executive Director: 

Date: 

AOC 014897 



r_/ 

Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo to File 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

From: Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Date: 10/16/95 
Re: Rev. James Hoder 

On 10/7 I met with J~he office. He is back from 
st. Louis and living in Mundelein under protocol 
as directed by Bernade e onno y. . 

We talked about the need for Hoder to move on at this time. He 
still finds this a very difficult thing to talk about and is very 
frightened. It is my feeling however that if he does begin to 
make steps towards re-ordering his life, then he will not feel so 
frightened. 

In the course of our discussion we covered the following matters: 

1. As far as training for the future, Jim would like to look 
into the possibility of getting some training in library science. 
He will be talking to the people at Rosary College to find out 
what it is that he will need, what type of grant/in/aid help is 
available, and what our help might be in this regard. 

I told him to start looking for an apartment or to 
continue the dialog with his brother to see if his brother would 
allow him to move in there. I encouraged Hoder on this saying he 
would have a measure of independence much quicker were he to 
establish a residence. 

5. 
to 

With regard to job counseling, I told him that I would talk 
Company and see if - would be 

able to help him. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

I told Jim that we needed to have all of this in place no later 
than six months. Since he returned on Sept. 23, we would hope to 
have this completed no later than March 23, 1996. Jim was 
relieved at the fact that we were giving him a few months since 
-he was under the impression that it would only be a few weeks. 

Jim asked for permission to go on vacation and I told him to be 
in touch with Bernadette Connolly, the monitor, to set up 
whatever protocols are necessary. We tentatively set up a 
meeting for Oct. 23, but I heard later from Jim that he would not 
be able to make that. When he returns to Chicago, we will re-set 
that time. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Rev. James Hoder 
Koenig Hall 
Cardinal Stritch Retreat House 
Mundelein, Ill. 

Dear Jim, 

Oct. 27, 1995 

I wanted you to have a summary of some of the things we 
discussed at our last meeting on Oct. 25th. 

2. Residence: This was a difficult subject to discuss. It 
obviously is somewhat symbolic of this whole direction away from 
priesthood. I think I understand its significance for you. 

You have talked to your younger brother about the possibility of 
living with him. That dialog apparently is still alive. I 
advised you to start looking for an apartment. You indicated 
that something in Oak Park might be a preference. I told you 
that we would be able to help you with initial rent costs and the 
furnishings. 

3. Educational training: You are to call Rosary College around 
the 30th to see about the courses on library science. You will 
find out what kind of monies are available in grants and how we 
might help in this regard. You said you are currently enrolled 
for computer classes in a local college. 

4. Finances: You have made plans to consult a financial advisor 
about your own situation. 

5. Job procurement: I gave you the name and number of 11111 
who has agreed to see you. Please call 

him as soon as possible. And may I remind you again to dress up 
nicely for this meeting since it will be a formal business 
setting from the outset. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

6. Health insurance: I told you that we would certainly build a 
health insurance packet .......................... .. 

7. Legal representation: I reminded you to be in touch with Pat 
Reardon at who will help you through this process. 

You and I will meet again on Friday, November 3 at 11:30 to 
go over what progress has been made. 

Again I encourage you to use the energy you seem to have at 
this time to take care of the matters discussed above. Especially 
try to accomplish the hardest ones first. 

Fraternally yours, 

Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Vicar for Priests 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Dear••• 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

November 3, 1995 

I received your letter concerning Jim Hoder. First off, I 
want to thank you for the letter. And I want to thank you for 
the su ort and encoura ement .that in that letter for 
Jim. 

I know you guys 
have a very difficult life at this time. And yet somehow you 
seem to persevere, which is a tribute to your own strength and 
the grace of God. 

With regard to Jim, his situation is a complicated one. 
There are many aspects of that situation that we need to 
consider. There is of course, the good of the priest himself, 
which is very important. But there is also the wider good of the 
Church. I know you understand the complications, probably better 
than most. In the present climate, we do not think there is a 
place for Jim in the active ministry. I know that is very 
difficult for him and others to hear, but it seems to be one of 
those truths that needs to be faced. That does not mean that 
he is a bad person. I do not believe that. 

We are trying to work diligently and sensitively with him 
during this transition to make sure that he is treated justly. It 
will be painful, as you know. But I think, both for his sake and 
for the Church's sake, it should go forward. I know that I do 
want to help him, but I also acknowledge that the help we offer 
Jim may be seen as really pushing him further away. Obviously he 
needs your ongoing support and prayers. 

Again, thank you for your letter. I'm sorry that my 
response cannot answer adequately all your concerns. I will keep 
Jim and you in my prayers and I ask the same from you. 

Fraternally yours, 

Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Vicar for Priests 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Memo 
.To: 
From: 
Date: 
Re: 

Mr. James Serritella 
Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
11/4/95 
Rev. James Hoder 

On 11/3/95 I met with Hoder and his attorney, Patrick Reardon. 

1. Hoder is seeing 
getting help through I who 
getting a job rather than further 
and Hoder may have other thoughts 

He is 
is suggesting that Jim focus on 
education at this time. Reardon 
in this regard. 

2. Hoder is voluntarily taking a computer class at Triton. 

3. Hoder has made inquiries at Rosary about the requirements 
necessary for a degree in library science. There would be course 
work required, but there is the possibility of available grants 
to help pay for the courses. Reardon and Hoder will have to 
discuss whether it is more important to get this training at this 
time or to get a job. That discussion is ongoing. 

6. Hoder has still not pursued an independent residence, but I 
have encouraged him to begin to do that. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 
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December 14, 1995 

Ms. Bernadette Connelly 
Professional Fitness Review Board 
P.O. Box #1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Priests assigned here for the month of November: 

Rev. John Hoder •• ~ .•...•.•..•.• 

THANK YOU 

425.00 

P. 0. Box 455 1000 E. Maple Mundelein, IL 60060-0455 (708) 566-6060 FAX (708) 566-6082 

AOC 014905 



January 5, 1996 

Ms. Bernadette Connelly 
Professional Fitness Review Board 
P.O. Box #1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Priests assigned here for the month of December: 

Rev. Ken Hoder .....•.••.......•• 

THANK YOU 

{" '. ! . 

425.00 

.. ',' 

P. 0. Box 455 1000 E. Maple Mundelein, IL 60060-0455 (708) 566-6060 FAX (708) 566-6082 
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February 2, 1996 

Ms. Bernadette Connelly 
Professional Fitness Review Board 
P.O. Box #1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Priests assigned here for the month of January: 

Rev. Ken Hoder ...........•... 

THANK YOU 

425.00 

P. 0. Box 455 1000 E. Maple Mundelein, IL 60060-0455 (708) 566-6060 FAX (708) 566-6082 
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March 7, 1996 

Ms. Bernadette Connelly 
Professional Fitness Review Board 
P.O. Box #1979 
Chicago, Illinoios 60690 

Priests assigned here for the month of February: 

JIM Rev. ~ Hoder. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . 4 2 5. 0 0 

THANK YOU 

n 
' ... ' 

~\~~~ ·=-'L•L ct • .;._ ~· :-.:-'.-

L=-=---~'"Jo.L-;:;%;1'.."-:.;:-,~=~ 

P.O.Box 455 •Mundelein, Illinois 60060-0455 •Tel 847-566-6060 Fax 847-566-6082 
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It was 2 a.m., the usual time for my sadness and anger to visit 

me. I had been tossing and turning for an hour. I was angry at myself, 

at God, at the world. Finally I cried out in my desperation, 

"God, if Yowon't save me from this, I am not going to serve you 

any longer as Your priest!" 

What was the cause of my deep,dark despair? What was driving me 

to give up my priestly vocation, my most precious possession? 

Was it alcohol?Sex?Gambling? The work? no, it was none of these. 

Rather it was something that people make jokes about. They make 

light of. It was the fact of my obesity. 
Ar 

At th._ point in my life, I was more overweight than I had ever 

been·~ life. I do not know how much I weighed. I gave up wanting 

to know when my scale(up to 300lbs) no longer re~istered an 
u 

accurate w,j!!&ght. I used to joke with another priest(whofied as a result 

of alcoholism) that outside my bathroom there was this pile of 

destroyed scales, victims of my not so amusing anger. we would 

then laugh. At the time it seemed funny. It isn't now. 

Obesity, overweight, pleasingly plump, girthful, fat, and 

the latest adjective, morbidly obese, they all applied to me. It 

didn't seem right. It certainly wasn't fair. How could this have happen-

ed to one of God's priests? And what was I going to do about it? 

I had no idea. And not having any idea made me desperate. Each 

day I would wake up, promising myself, this is thJe day I am 

really going to begin my diet. I'm really going to do it. Yes, I. 

will. 
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But I didn't. I couldn't. I would calculate the number of 

years I would need to diet, and I would despair. By noon time I 

would be in my crazy eating cycle. By evening I would again hate 

myself. I had failed again. I was a failure. 

I would pray to God for_strength to diet, to lose weight."Give 
,,~ 

me the strength I had in 1963,age 14, when I lost 60 lbs, Lord. 

(Gained back.) Give me the strength I had in 1981, when I lost 
t\rV D 

80 lbs.(Gained back, tiaQ more) But I found no strength. I had no 

strength. This weight problem was stronger than I was, and I was 

2 

getting weaker,day by day, and it was getting stronger. I was beginning 

to believe that only a death by cancer or some other debilitating 

disease was the only way I would sove my weight• problem I even 

imagined the pall bearers struggling with my coffin. God, I feell 

sorry for them. Maybe cremation. 

If I am painting a dark picture for you, it is because it was 

dark for me. It was black as a night without a hint of moonlight. 

Think of your blackest hour, stare at it, in the honesty that only 

comes to us at 2 in the morning, honesty and feelings that can 

no longer be denied. That was me. 

But just when it seemed that death would be a preferable blessin~­

when all I knew was my failure, my grief, my despair, in a meeting 
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I have to admit that I believed I knew everything there was to 

know about my eating disorder-everything except how to solve it. They 
not 

say that Thomas Edison knew 10,000 ways to make a~ight bulb, 

and I knew as many ways not to deal witl}f1Y eating disorder. 

But I went, and I sat, and I listened, and my eyes were opened. 

March 8, is my 

3 month anniversary of following a food plan, and following the 12 step 

recovery program. I cannot find words to express the gratitude 

and joy and serenity that I am beginning to feel in my life 

after 40+ years of crazy, out of control eating. I say 40 years 

because even before I began grade school at Presentation I was 

having problems with food. Forty years, echoes of Exodus, the chosen 

people in the desert:-- 1954 to 1995 ... it was a long, long time. 

AOC 014911 
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To close, I know that there are other priests out there who 

are smiling, joking, jovial in public about their eating disorder. I 

was that way myself. I also know that there can be an incredible 

rage inside, that only another compulsive overeater like me can 

understand. YOu may have lost hope for an answer. YOu may have 

given in to despair about overcoming this crippling disease. But I 

want to tell you that there is hope. I have found i7for myself. 

There is a way to return from the early grave you may be heading 

for. There is recovery, a gay at a time, if you choose, from 

our life-long eating disorder. "If today you hear His voice, in my 

words, in my story, harden not your hearts!" Call. There is help. 
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March 30, 1996 

Dear Jim, 

As I told you in our conversation, this is the process for 
petitioning to get out from under Canon 1044: 

1. Write a formal letter to the Cardinal (copies to Bishop 
Goedert and Vicars for Priests) asking him to lift the 
restrictions you are presently facing under Canon 1044. 

2. Mention that you would like to be able to meet face to face 
(if you indeed want to do so) with whomever he would designate to 
make recommendations on your request. 

3. Usually, the cardinal will ask the advice of the advisory . . - . 

4. The Board makes ·the recommendation to the Cardinal. He has the 
ultimate say. 

Jim, I do want you to get a fair hearing, but you should 
also realize that this appeal may not be responded to positively. 
If it is not, then ou and I need to et on with our lanning for 
the near future. 

You have undoubtedly made progress and have a 
healthier outlook at this time, so that end was accomplished. 
Whether it will result in changing our original plan, I cannot 
say. But please don't get your hopes too high. You don't need 
more disappointments. Hope you get that job driving. 

Fraternally, 
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April 11, 1996 

Ms. Bernadette Connelly 
Professional Fitness Review Board 
P.O. Box # 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Priests assigned here for the month of March: 

Rev. Ken Hoder ...•......•....... 

THANK YOU 

425.00 

P.O.Box 455 •Mundelein, Illinois 60060-0455 •Tel 847-566-6060 Fax 847-566-6082 
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April 17,1996 

Dear Cardinal Bernardin, 

I would like you to reconsider and to remove the canonical 

Penaltv that vou placed on me in De,·;e•"'!.)~:t- 1oq2, T am "'"rY'o}1t·]~r - - ' -·""' "'' ..;,, ;/ - - ... ,.., '" ~ "'• .. ~ 

living at the Stritch retreat house and am not involved in 

ministry. 

The last review of my status was in April 1994. Since that time 

I have made progress in the issues that have caused the diocese 

and nwself concern in the past. I would also ask that a representative 

be appointed with whom I could meet in order to work out the 

process and the details fer this review. Thank you for your 

attention to this matter. Yours truly, 
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MEMO from 

CARDINAL BERNARDIN 

For: Information 

~omment 
__ Approval 

__ Signature 

-~0-Please draft a reply 
for my signature. 

__ Please reply in your 
own name. 

__ Please return 

Per conversation --
Remarks: 

•,f• .. : 
·~ '· . '. ... ~ 
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May 14, 1996 

Ms. Bernadette Connelly 
Professional Fitness Review Board 
P.P. Box #1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Priests assigned here for the month of April 

Rev. Ken Hoder.................. 425. 00 

THANK YOU 

p ~~ ,; ,-, I t'J ,I /f:,"\./,..,_.._ ~....., 

. \0~~!~~~~-'-~ ~-~-.;__, .~ .:;-
Q =:--c-,-:c--='- c~L-,cc~--o>-' 

P.O.Box 455 •Mundelein, Illinois 60060-0455 •Tel 847-566-6060 Fax 847-566-6082 
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Memo to File (hod53) 
From: Rev. Patrick O'Malley 
Date: 5/18/96 
Re: James Hoder 

On 5/18/96 I met with James Hoder and his attorney, Patrick 
Reardon, to discuss the next step in Hoder's petition to get out 
from Canon 1044. 

I also told Jim he should not have high expectations of being 
allowed back in ministry at all. I told him that the Cardinal 
must weigh 111111111111 .. llllllll .. 111111111111111111111111111111 .. 
other factors as well, namely, the past record of Hoder, his 
compulsivity, his failure to observe proper boundaries in his 
ministry. 
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June 6, 1996 

Ms. Bernadette Connelly 
Professional Fitness Review Board 
P.O. Box #1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Priests assigned here for the month of May 

Rev. Ken Hoder ..................... . 

THANK YOU 

425.00 

P.0.Box 455 •Mundelein, Illinois 60060-0455 •Tel 847-566-6060 Fax 847-566-6082 
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July 25, 1996 

Ms. Bernadette Connelly 
Professional Fitness Review Board 
P.O. Box #1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Priests assigned here for the month of June 

Rev. Ken Hoder .................... . 

THANK YOU 

425.00 

P.O.Box 455 •Mundelein, Illinois 60060-0455 •Tel 847-566-6060 Fax 847-566-6082 
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August 6, 1996 

Ms. Bernadette Connelly 
Professional Fitness Review Board 
P.O. Box #1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Priests assigned here for the month of July 

THANK YOU 

P.O.Box 455 •Mundelein, Illinois 60060-0455 •Tel 847-566-6060 Fax 847-
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September 6, 1996 

Ms. Bernadette Connelly 
Professional Fitness Review Board 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Priests assigned here for the month of August 

THANK YOU 

'l 
';'\,r-,.-,.,'l ' 

I.· ' ' 

P.O.Box 455 •Mundelein, Illinois 60060-0455 •Tel 847-566-6060 Fax 8471~,;6~~~. ·· 
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October 4, 1996 

Ms. Bernadette Connelly 
Professional Fitness Review Board 
P.O. Box #1979 
hicago, Illinois 60690 

Priests assigned here for the month of September 

Rev. Ken Hoder ••.••••••.•••••• 

THANK YOU 

425.00 

~§©§0\Yl§~ 
OCT IO~ 

l1 
.. :;t~!lltQ1;1 -~~~~~$'ll( 

P.O.Box 455 •Mundelein, Illinois 60060-0455 •Tel 847-566-6060 Fax 847-566~6082 
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November 4, 1996 

Ms. Bernadette Connelly 
Professional Fitness Review Board 
P.O. Box #1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Priests Assigned here for the month of October 

Rev. Ken Hoder ......••..••..•.. 

THANK YOU 

425.00 

l :");:/--

P.O. Box 455 •Mundelein, Illinois 60060-0455 •Tel 847-566-6060 Fax 8J;~~~ ... ~082° _·· ~-
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December 5, 1996 

Ms. Bernadette Connelly 
Professional Fitness Review Board 
P.O. Box #1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Priests assigned here for the month of November 

Rev. Ken Hoder ..••••..• ~ . ~ ••..•. · ~·. ' 

THANK YOU 

425.00 

, , 
!'-1 I ~ . 

P.O.Box 455 •Mundelein, rilinois 60060-0455 •Tel 847-566-6060 Fax 847-566-6082 
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January 16, 1997 

Priests assigned here for the month of December 

THANK YOU 

,, 

P.0.Box 455 •Mundelein, Illinois 60060-0455 •Tel 847-566-6060 Fax 847-566-6082 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Rev. James Hoder 

Dear Jim, 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

January 28, 1997 

When you and Pat Reardon and I met on January 14th, I 
told you that this office would pay your tuition for the present 
term at the Adler School of Professional Psychology. I have 
since received the bill which you forwarded to me and it will be 
paid in the near future. 

With regard to your request that this office pay your 
tuition for nine hours next term, I told you that I would have to 
bring that request before our advisory board (the Professional 
Conduct Administrative committee). I made the proposal at 
yesterday meeting where it was rejected. The committee feels 
very strongly that a great deal of money has already been 
expei:ided in an attempt to help you "get on ~o':1r feet." The 

If you have any questions, please give me a call. 

cc: Mr. Patrick Reardon 

?... 2 ( f'./, LA SAlL- ~ 
Cf..i(e-A&T:J/I(... b'O<:ei{ 

SincereYy, 
/· 

i 

R~lirence McBrady 
vicar for Priests 
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February 7, 1997 

Ms. Bernadette Connelly 
Professional Fitness Review Board 
P.O. Box #1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Priests assigned here for the month of January 

THANK YOU 
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March 4, 1997 

Ms. Bernadette Connelly 
Professional Fitness Review Board 
P.O. Box #1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Priests assigned here for the month of February 

THANK YOU 

P.O.Box 455 •Mundelein, Illinois 60060-0455 •Tel 847-566-6060 Fax 847-5J~~6Q8.~_..~~:_:~J 
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ruJ 
~ 
~ April 1, 1997 

:g 
Ms. Bernadette Connelly 
Professional Fitness Review Board 
P.O. Box #1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Priests assigned here for the month of March 

THANK YOU 

P.O.Box 455 •Mundelein, Illinois 60060-0455 •Tel 847-566-6060 Fax r47-566-6o~i -j 
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QiJ 
~May 1, 1997 

~Ms. Bernadette Connelly 
Professional Fitness Review Board 
P.O. Box #1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

~ Priests assigned here for the month of April 

© 
~ 
~ Rev. Jim Hoder ...••••••..••••••.•• 

© 

~ 
~ 

Q 
~ 
0 f=i 
~ 
~ 

r!7J 

P.0.Box 455 •Mundelein. Illinois 60060-0455 •Tel 847-566-6060 Fax 847-566-6082 
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Present: 

Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 5/23/1997 

Rev.: 

Page 735 

AGENDA 

Meeting: #73rd - Fifteenth Board 
May 23, 1997 Date: 

Place: Priests' Placement Board 

Jeremiah M. Boland, John M. Collins, Kevin J. Feeney, 
Joseph J. Kinane, Robert E. Mclaughlin, Steven W. Patte, 
John S. Siemianowski. 

Absent: Msgr. Kenneth J. Velo. 

I Opening Prayer: Rev. John M. Collins ~T=IM~E==----------

II Acceptance of Minutes: ~V~O~T=E~=~----------------

ill Reports: (See Attached Sheet) 

IV Acceptance of Agenda: ~V~O~T=E==~----------------

V Business: 

PRIESTS: 

9. James Hoder '75 

1 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 5/23/1997 

Page 738 

9. James Hoder '75: Jim will resign from the priesthood within the week. 

3 
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June 5, 1997 

Ms. Bernadette Connelly 
Professional Fitness Review Board 
P.O. Box #1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 

Priests assigned here during May 

Rev. Jim Hoder .............. . 

THANK YOU 

425.00 

n ~ 
P.0.Box 455 •Mundelein. Illinois 60060-0455 •Tel 847-566-6060 Faxi,$,;!,1-::566,,6082"'"'· ~""" 
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/\l:Z.C:H Dl()CISE ~ C)F CH !C.,1'\CC) 
~--·--········································----~------·············································~'.''·k·:i,;~. -~··········································~··---------········ ························•· 

fames Hoder 

Dear Jim: 

1997 

l'n'! Oli k:•.' l1<>x "F?;><,; 
Chf<(~go .. JlHno~~> ?/~f{~! 

The Office of the Chancellor has been mfr.inned tb1t vou have resigned officially from tht~ 
active ministry as a priest and that .Archbishop George has accepted your resignation. As you kave 
the active ministry, you may have some questions about the practical implications of your situation 

This change of status mcmrn that your fa ml tie:; to minister as a priest are withdrawn. '{ ou 
are no longer authorized to exercise priestly ministry, to present yw.irsdf m; a priest or as an official 
representative of the /\Jchdiocese of Chicago or any 1.:omponent of it, or to wear deriea! garb 

Your participation in the lifb of the Church is to be that of a Catholic layman, except. that 
there are certain restrictions about Church employment and rninls!.iy lbr resigned priests. Hence,, any 
rninisterial celebration of the Sarrnments or sacramentals is excluded. Of course, the Sacrament of 
Penance mav be administered to one in danger of death. You are asked to consult wlth the omcc 
of the Vicar'" frH Prie&ts or the OHke of tfa~·-Chancdlor regarding the appropdateness of any other 
ministries in the Church. 

Despite the official tone of this letter, plea5t3 be assured of the gratitude of the Archdiocese 
for your service to this local Church. 

rn order to change your canonical status from ckrk to layperson, you wil ! need to seek 
dispensation from the obligations of priesthood through laicization, You can iniliate such a 
process by speaking \Nith Father Emmett Gavin, 0-CaJnL, Vice-Chancellor. He c~u1 be rea\.'hcd 
at 312-75 .l-821 L He is assisted in preparing the~w petitions by Father Robert J. Geisinger, SJ .. , 
Associate Chancellor. Contrary to some impressions, the Holy See is responding favorably to certain 
petitions. 1 am confident that Father Gavin and Father Geisinger \Vill do all that they can to assist you 
\.Vi th this process. lf there are any further questions conceniing your status, please do not hesitate 
to contact Father Gavin, Father Gz~isinger or myself 

/· 

,~'?::~~.--:~.~:·_~;~,,(>~~>~!tf<.~·,_,._."'"i t~:~------
\/ice-Chancdlorv 

Sincerdy yours in Chrisc 

f.J . ··:1 .. ~:~} ... ~· ) ~~ . tL y 

I "/(...r/"J"X..J .. 1 <; . f ,,t.. pt ? "·· · f---c 
f I 

Reverend Thornas J. Paprocki 
Chancellor 
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Letter of Father Paprocki 
to James Hoder 
August 26, 1997 
Page 2 · 

ix;· Most Reverend Raymond E. Goeden, Vicar General 
Reverend R. Peter Bowman, Moderator of the Curia/Vicar for Administration 
Reverend Emmett J. Gavin, 0. Cann, Vice-Chancdlor 
Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin, Vicar for Priests 
Reverend Lawrence P. f\1cBradv, Vicar for Priests 
Reverend Jeremiah M, Boland, bioccsan Priests' Placement Board 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

DATE: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

MEMO 

Fr. T. Paprocki 

Fr. L. McBrady 

James Hoder 

August 26, 1997 

This is to notify you officially that James Hoder has resigned. 
from the active ministr . While his resi nation was effective 
May 24, 1997, 

This would be an appropriate time 
your letter instructing him on his status as 

Jim's current address is: 

receive 
priest. 
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Archdiocese of Chicago Priest Vitae Card 

James Allen Hoder Born: - Ordained: 05/14/1975 Died: 

Assignment 

St. lta Parish (Broadway St.) 

Assumption BVM Parish (California Ave.) 

St. David Parish (Union St.) 

St. Joseph Parish (Hermitage Ave.) 

Extraordinary 
Appointments: 

Position 

Associate Pastor 

Associate Pastor 

Associate Pastor 

Sabbatical 

Associate Pastor 

Resigned 

Ethnicity: 

Begin Date End Date 

05/23/1975 06/11/1982 

06/11/1982 06/01/1985 

06/01/1985 07/01/1990 

07/01/1990 12/31/1990 

08/23/1991 11/14/1991 

08/27/1997 

No Image 
Attached 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 8/29/1997 

REPORTS: (08/29 /97) 

1. James Hoder '75: Thomas Paprocki [Chancellor] has written to Jim 
informing him what his change in status (resigned from active 
ministry) means. His faculties to minister as a priest are withdrawn, he 
is no longer authorized to exercise priestly ministry, to present himself 
as a priest or as an official representative of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago or any component of it. or to wear clerical garb. There are 
certain restrictions about Church employment and ministry for 
resigned priests. Any ministerial celebration of the Sacraments or 
sacramentals is excluded. Jim is asked to consult with the Office of 
the Vicar for Priests or the Office of the Chancellor regarding the 
appropriateness of any other ministries in the Church. And that he 
can contact Fr. Emmett Gavin if he wishes to pursue laicization. 
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Excerpt: Diocesan Priests' Placement Board, 8/29/1997 

Page 817 

MINUTES 

Meeting: #82nd - Fifteenth Board 

Date: August 29, 1997 

Place: Priests' Placement Board/Pastoral Center 

Present: 
Reverends: Jeremiah M. Boland, Kevin J. Feeney, John M. Collins, 

Joseph J. Kinane, Robert E. Mclaughlin, 
John S. Siemianowski, Msgr. Kenneth J. Velo. 

Absent: Rev. Steven W. Patte 

Opening Prayer: Rev. John Siemianowski l O:l 0 AM. 

II Acceptance of Minutes: Accepted 6 - 0 - l 

Ill Reports: 

1. James Hoder '75: Thomas Paprocki [Chancellor] has written to 
Jim informing him what his change in status (resigned from 
active ministry) means. His faculties to minister as a priest are 
withdrawn, he is no longer authorized to exercise priestly 
ministry, to present himself as a priest or as an official 
representative of the Archdiocese of Chicago or any 
component of it, or to wear clerical garb. There are certain 
restrictions about Church employment and ministry for resigned 
priests. Any ministerial celebration of the Sacraments or 
sacramentals is excluded. Jim is asked to consult with the 
Office of the Vicar for Priests or the Office of the Chancellor 
regarding the appropriateness of any other ministries in the 
Church. And that he can contact Fr. Emmett Gavin if he 
wishes to pursue laicization. 

1 
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Memo to the file 
From: Larry McBrady 
Re: Jim Hoder 
Date: 1/8/98 

This afternoon I received a call from Jim Hoder. Jim recently 
attempted to use his insurance card and was turned down. Upon 
checking with Gallagher-Bassett, he was told he had been removed 
from the program effective 12-1-98. I told Jim this was not 
correct and that some error had occurred. I assured Jim he would 
be reinstated. 

Jim pointed out that he has lost a full month of coverage. He 
asked to be extended for one additional month. I agreed to 
extend coverage to 6-15-99. After that time, he has the option 
of buying into our program for an additional six months. 

I contacted Alex Becker. He thinks he may have removed Jim 
Hoder's name even though he had not been given any authorization 
to do so. Alex will see to it that he is immediately reinstated. 
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Off: (312) 642-1837 
Fax: (312) 642-4933 

Dear Jim, 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

VICAR FOR PRIESTS 

645 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, SUITE 543 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

April 19, 1999 

I hope things are going well for you. 

As you may recall, we extended your insurance for an 
additional month after it was learned that you were accidentally 
deleted from our list. I am writing to remind you that, per our 
agreement of January 8, 1999, your health insurance coverage will 
be terminated on June 15, 1999. You have the option of extending 
your coverage for an additional six months by paying to have the 
coverage continued. Please let me know if you are interested in 
the extension. If I do not hear from you I will assume you have 
made plans for your own coverage in some other program after June 
15th. 

me know. 
If there is any way I can be of help to you, please let 

·ce P. McBrady 
Priests 
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VICAR FOR PRIESTS OFFICE 

ACTION SHEET 

ACTION TO BE TAKEN: /( c cP, ,,,(;, 

f{l.AC.I< o~: Ji" f..l~')e.fL 
DATE OF REQUEST: 5/21f1 7 
NEEDED BY: L ~ f.. (}__I 

;·· 

Sf.; c.-v ~J f) J f.J i=~ 6 e ·cJ S" I -x M ~ i-.-r id () cf· C./- (Z. .. 

/1 " ~ v ~ J or..: f.i c A' -r(.J. I",.,st~ fl.A• 1 '-.:: · --(,... s '-' ,.c.. A"' c:.. E. r• I"-' l c,,.,"' I .:: " - --

f] 
f"'I 0 A .t..' l ,l-1<::,...) (--Jc. l..J('-'- cFu.,1-rt.-t'( Nice_; f..._::::1-....,,v_,c. ·' ...... 

C:A<=-N (S ABt>L{'l ,.,-; LAPSE' 
0 URGENT PRIORITY I ASAP 
0 WITHIN 48 HOURS 
" WITIITN REGULAR WORK SCHEDULE 

RESPONSE: 

FOLLOW-UP: 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Offl« of Pwfe.,ioMI R"pon,ibility ' P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Jllinois 60690-1979 

..... Y'1''~ 
... ...,, 1!I " 

(312) 751-5205 
Fax: (312) 751-5279 

~·· J 

~-.;,..,v 

rll .. ,,, 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Ralph~B~~ccorsi, Assist~ce Ministry 
" 1H.:.""' .,. Rev. James Kaczorowski, Vicar for Priests 

Jimmy Lago, Chancellor 
;Leah McCluskey, Office of Professional Responsibility 

I John O'Malley, Legal Services 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Rev. Thomas Tivy, Vicar for Priests 

u.JP 
FROM: Laura Neri-Palomino, Administrative Assistant 

Office of Professional Responsibility 

.DATE: February 6, 2004 

RE: [PFR-16]Hoder, James (Resigned)/ formerly John Doe) 

Attached is a copy of a new allegation received by this office on 2/6/04. We are opening 
a file and Leah McCluskey, Professional Responsibility Administrator will begin the Review 
Process by attempting to arrange an interview with Please advise this office of any 
information you may have in your files regarding Hoder, James 

It is extremely important that you forward copies of any and all documentation pertinent 
to this case to this office within 5 business days of receipt of this memo to ensure that the 
investigation of this matter be properly handled. 

Thank you. 

Attachments 

cc: Most Rev. Edwin M. Conway 
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• 
7/16/200 

Login Nam1 

David Deitz .· 

' 

Agency Record Number 

Child Abuse Investigations and Re' LEGL/C0200/284#2 
Security Administrative Access, Legal 

Home Location 

Legal Records -Case Files - PFR-16 Hoder, James (Resigned)~rotocol 

95/06/04 

Destroy Permitted 

Current Location Child Abuse Investigations and Review (CAIR), Office for 
since 7/16/2009 at 11 :11 AM 

Notes 45561.02 

Dataset Trim master [ End of Report J[24W709125001 
'--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

P~t Offi~ B~ 19'9 ' Otiago, TIJ;oot• 60690-1"9 

Office of Pl oFessional F'rtness Review 
1 East Superior 

Suite 504 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Rev. J e Hoder 
P.O. Bo 455 
Mundel i , IL. 60060 
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• 
7/16/200 

Login Nam1 

David Deitz 
. 

Agency Record Number 

Child Abuse Investigations and Re' LEG UC0200/284#3 
Security Administrative Access, Legal 

Home Location 

Legal Records - Case Files - PFR-16 Hoder, James (Resined) ,_inancial File 

95/06/04 

Destroy Permitted 

Current Location Child Abuse Investigations and Review (CAIR), Office for 
since 7/16/2009 at 11 :14 AM 

Notes 45561.02 

I End of Report )['---2_4W_70_9_1_25_0_0_1 ______________________ o_atas~_IT_ri_m_ma_s_ter_:J 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Hello Fr. Grace, 

Leah McCluskey 
Grace, Edward 
31312008 4:10:16 PM 
Allegation to Read 

~u please attempt to contact the former Rev. James Hoder? I have an allegation made by­
-to present to him if he would be willing to schedule a time to speak with us. 

Thank you. 

Leah 

AOC 014949 



e e 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

FILE COPY 
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 

Office of Assistance Ministry 
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
Safe Environment Office 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Mayra Flores, Assistance Ministry 
Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests 
Jimmy Lago, Chancellor 

P. 0. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

312-751-5388 
312-751-8307, fax 

Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Patricia Zacharias, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 

From: 

Date: 

Re: 

Ambi Jeffries, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Re~ 
August, 1 2007 

Hoder, Rev. James (Resigned) I 

Attached is a copy of a new allegation received by this office on 07/31/2007. 

Please advise this office of any information you may have in your files regarding 
Hoder, Rev. James (Resigned) and /or •••••• 

It is extremely important that you forward copies of any and all documentation 
pertinent to this case to this office within 5 business day so f receipt of this memo to 
ensure that the investigation of this matter be properly handled. 

Thank you. 

Attachment 

Cc: Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Rev. John canary, Vicar General 
Very Rev. James Presta, St. Joseph Seminary 
Rev. Dennis Lyle, 'Mundelein Seminary 

PJL. -:'51M ~k\_lc-1 ~tlu~ 
~o~ 0 fv'.D.\lUf, OH1ce.oft..L~I ~~ 
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Victim Statement Abstract 

This abstract replaces email correspondence between Victim MM and Leah McCluskey, Director 
of the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review, dated July 
27, 2007 to August 7, 2007. In Victim MM's initial communication, he informed Ms. 
McCluskey that he was sexually abused by two difference Archdiocesan priests, Fr. James Hoder 
and Fr. James Flosi, in 1977. Victim MM also sought information as to the process for filing his 
claims against Hoder and Flosi. In her response, Ms. McCluskey discussed the process for 
Victim MM to formalize his allegations. 
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Office of Legal Services 

John C. O'Malley 
Director 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Post Office Box 1979 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

Tel: (312) 751-5379 
Fax: (312) 751-5252 

e-mail: jomalley@archchicago.org 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 
Ms. Shauna Boliker 

August 10, 2007 
RECEIVED 

AUG I 3:2007 
Assistant State's Attorney 
State's Attorney of Cook County 
2650 South California, Room 11 D 10 
Chicago, Illinois 60608 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
OFFICE FOR CHILD ABUSE 

INVESTIGA TIDNS AND REVIEW 

RE: 

Dear Ms. Boliker: 

Our File #07 SC 091 
Date of Birth: Unknown 
Date of Incident: 1977 (for about 2 years) 
Location of Incident: St. lta Rectory 

Please be advised the Archdiocese o~ce for Child Abuse Investigations 
and Review has received an allegation from~ that he was sexually abused by Fr. 
James Hoder, an Archdiocesan priest in 1977, when he was 17 years old. Fr. Hoder is resigned 
from ministry. 

If our office can provide any additional information, or be of any further help, please let 
me know. 

JCOM:dd 
cc: Ms. Leah McCluskey V 

1 Mr. James A. Serritella 
Ms. Elizabeth Yore 

; SCDirs\07SC091 \SANotificationR-

Very truly yours, 

~.£~ 
Director of Legal Services 
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BURKE, WARREN, MAcKAY & SERRITELLA, P.C. 

J~ A. sERRrrau 
DIRl!CI' DIAL NUMBl!ll. 

(312) 846-7040 
jsarit.clla@burblawA:Om 

22ND FLOOR IBM PLAZA 
3.30 NORTii WABASH AVENUE 
CH!CACO, n.LlNOlS 606ll-3607 

TELEPHONE (312) 840-7000 
FACSIMILE (312) 840-'900 

www.burkelaw.oom 

November 14, 2007 

VIA FACSIMILE &U.S.MAIL 

Re: ev. James Hoder 

Deal• ••• 

I am following up on your letter of November 2, 2007 regarding the above matter. I have 
passed your correspondence on to Ms. Leal} McCluskey, the Director of the Office for Child Abuse 
Investigations and Review for the Archdiocese of Chicago. It is my understandin that someone from 
her office has been or will be in contact with you about this matter. 

Please direct your communications about this matter to James Geoly of our office (312-840-° 
7080) or the undersigned. · 

lj 

ct: Leah McCluskey (via facsimil~) . 
Matthew Hunnicutt (via facsimile) 
James C. Geoly 

11/14/2007fl :44 PM/09891/008511452666/1 

Very truly yours, 

~7b~ 
James A. Serritella 
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N"oveID.ber 14,2007 
Page2 

11/15/2007 3:26:42 PM • 
bee: Reverend Edward Grace (via facsimile) 

Reverend Vincent Costello {via facsimile) 
John O'Mall~y (via facsimile) 

l l/1412007/1 :44 PM/o9891/00851/45266611 

PAGE 009/009 Fax Server 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 
Office of Assistance Ministry 
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
Safe Environment Office 

To: 

MEMORANDUM 

8FILE COPY 

P. 0. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

312-751-5388 
312-751-8307, fax 

File-16 

Leah McCluskey, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Revie8 

Hoder, Rev. James [Resigned] 

From: 

Re: 

Date: November 16, 2007 

I attempted to reach via phone today and was told that he would be out of the 
office until Tuesday, November 20th. I left my name, agency, phone number, and 
explained that the reason for my call was in regards to his client, The 
secretary stated that she would give the message to and that he would call me 
upon his return to his office. 

hicago office phone number is 

Cc Matt Hunnicutt, Office of Assistance Ministry 
John O'Malley, Legal Services 
James Serritella, Burke, Warren, MacKay, & Serritella 
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Victim Statement Abstract 

This abstract replaces an amendment drafted by Victim MM to be added to the Allegation of the 
Sexual Abuse of a Minor Against Rev. James Hoder, dated December 13, 2007. According to 
Victim MM's revisions, Leah McCluskey, Director for the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office for 
Child Abuse Investigations and Review, told Victim MM that she located records regarding 
Victim MM's call to Tom Ventura, Vicar for Priests of the Archdiocese of Chicago, in the 1980s. 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Hello Carolyn, 

Leah McCluskey 
Perz, Carolyn 
2/4/2008 3:53:54 PM 
Information Request 

When you have the chance, could you please request the school records for 
from the following schools: 

Our Lady Help o1' Christians 
St. Tarcissus (graduate 

Quigley North ••• 

I'm sorry that I don't have his actual birth date. Please let me know if you need it to request the school 
records and I can try to get it through his attorney. 

Thank you. 

Leah 
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• RECEIVED FEB 2 5 20UB 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 
Office of Assistance Ministry 
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
Safe Environment Office 

P. 0. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

312-751-5254, general 
312-751-8307, fax 

February 6, 2008 

Dear-

VIA FACSILIMIE AND MAIL 

RECEIVED 

MARG 3 2008 
ARCHOIDCESE Of Cl"llCAGCI 
DFRCEFllR CH:lO 4Bus~ 

INVESTiliillW• A.IU.ii 1*.V~W 

I first want to apologize for my delay in getting this draft report to you. I hope that this 
letter finds you and your family doing well. 

Enclosed you will find a draft report of your allegation of sexual abuse against the former 
Rev. James Hoder. The report is based upon our meeting that took place on December 
13, 2007. Thank you again for agreeing to travel to and meet with Mr. Matt Hunnicutt 
and me. 

I ask that you review the report and make any changes necessary to ensure its accuracy. 
Please return the draft to me with any changes in the envelope provided. I will then 
return a final report to you for your signature. Once all signatures are provided, a copy of 
the final report will be forwarded to you through your attomeyll•••••• 

- in the interest of expediting this process, I ask that you please return the 
enclosed report with your changes by February 21, 2008. Please know that you may also 
respond by February 21st with a written request for a two-week extension to review the 
report, which then I would ask that you return it to me by March 6, 2008. I have noted 
this time frame in light of presenting this matter to the Review Board as soon as possible 
so that this matter may continue forward. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205. 

~~Yi/ JJZ 
~~b 
Director, Office for Child Abu e lnves · gations and Review 

Enclosure 

AOC 014958 



. ' . 
... --

TRANSMISSION VERIFICATION REPORT 

DATE, TIME 
FAX NO./NAME 
DURATION 
PAGE(S) 
RESULT 
MODE 

Archdiocese of Chicago 

02/06 14:55 

00:02:51 
18 
OK 
STANDARD 
ECM 

Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
Post Office Box 1 9 79 
Chicago, Illinois 60690- 1979 
[312] 751-5205 
[312] 751-5279, Fax 

FAX MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

DATE: February 6, 2008 

Message:-
The followln are two draft re oru concernin 

TIME : 02/06/2008 14:58 
NAME : PROF RESPONSIBILITY 
FAX 312-7515279 
TEL : 312-7515206 
SER.tt: BROM2J864224 

have the originals sent via mail. Please contact me at [312] 7 5 t -5205 with any 

questions. 
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Archdiocese of Chicago 
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
[312] 751-5205 
[312] 751-5279, Fax 

FAX MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

DATE: February 6, 2008 

Message:~ 

The followin are two draft re orts concernin 

have the originals sent via mail. Please contact me at [312) 751-5205 with any 

questions. 

Thank you. 

Leah McCluskey 

Number of pages [including this cover sheet]: 18 

Date and time of transmission: 3:08 PM 02/06/08 
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Joseph Cardinal Bernardin 
Archives & Records Center 
711 West Monroe 
Chicago, Illinois 6066 I 

(312) 83 1-071 I 
Fax (312) 831-0610 

February 8, 2008 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Protection of Children and Youth, Office for the 
737 N. Michigan Ave. 
Ste. 900 
Chicago, IL 60611 

To Whom It May Concern: 

School Records Ext. 724 
Sacramental Records Ext. 722 

ffJ .~ .,('u~hival Services Ext. 272 
M-£ C, '%' ~ l!Seci; ... et~Ext. 337 

" ,;;:;- ·.:o•· ~~ ·Rls~ai&PWJF-xt. 728 

Ff B 0 r: 2008 
i~~rQ)~UfiSE DF CHICAGO 

INVf §ff U~aRNCsHILD A Buse 
ANDRf:Vlzy, 

Enclosed please find the school transcript you requested for Please review the 
enclosed records' for accuracy. Should you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact 
our office. The Archives & Records Center is dedicated to providing timely and accurate 
information while protecting the privacy of individuals. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Sylvia Manzo 
Records Clerk 

enclosure 

'• -,,! 

'' , \ \, 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO CO~Y 

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 
Office of Assistance Ministry 
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
Safe Environment Office 

P. 0. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

312-751-5254, general 
312-751-8307, fax 

VIA FACSILIMIE AND MAIL 

March 3, 2008 

Dear-

I hope that this letter finds you and your family doing well. 

Enclosed you will find a final report of your allegation of sexual misconduct against the former 
Rev. James Hoder. The report is based upon your revisions that you returned to me. Thank you 
again so much for reviewing the reports and for all of your additions and changes. 

in the interest of continuing to expedite this process, I ask that you please return the 
·enclosed report with your signature to me by March 17, 2008. I will then return a copy of the 
report to you once those parties indicated on the final page of the report sign it. In the event that 
I do not receive any response from you by March 1 t\ I will use the enclosed report and continue 
to proceed forward with this matter. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205. 

Enclosure 
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Victim Statement Abstract 

This abstract replaces the Allegation of Sexual Abuse of a Minor and summary prepared by Leah 
McCluskey, Director of the Archdiocese of Chicago's Office for Child Abuse Investigations and 
Review, of Victim MM's statement given to Ms. McCluskey on December 13, 2007, formalizing 
his allegation of abuse against Fr. James Hoder. According to Victim MM's statement, the abuse 
began in 1976 when Victim MM was 17 years old. The alleged abuse began in 1976 and lasted 
until about 1981 and consisted of mutual masturbation, mutual oral sex and intercourse. 
According to the statement, Victim MM contacted Tom Ventura, Vicar for Priests of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago, to report the abuse by Hoder. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 

Office of Assistance Ministry 
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
Safe Environment Office 

P. 0. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

312-751-5254, general 
312-751-8307, fax 

MEMORANDUM 

To: File - PFR- 16 

From: 

Re: 

Leah McCluskey, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Revie@) 

RESPONSE OF REV. JAMES HODER [RESIGNED] TO­
ALLEGATION OF SEXUAL MISCONDUCT MADE BY 

Date: March 12, 2008 

Date of Conference Call: March 12, 2008 

Participants in Conference Call 
James Hoder 
Patrick Reardon, civil attorney for Mr. Hoder 
Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests 

Time of Conference Call: 1:30 pm 

Leah McCluskey, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 

Conference Call 
I arrived at the Vicar for Priests' Office just prior to 1 :30 pm for the scheduled conference call 
with the former Rev. James Hoder. It was understood that Mr. Hoder would be at Mr. Patrick 
Reardon's office so that both would be a part of the conference call. Mr. Reardon called the 
Vicar for Priests' Office at 1 :30 pm and stated that Mr. Hoder was with him. 

The call was placed on speakerphone so that Rev. Edward Grace could explain to Mr. Reardon 
and Mr. Hoder that he would not be able to stay for the meeting, but that Rev. Vincent Costello 
would be present in his absence. 

After introductions were made, Fr. Costello invited Mr. Hoder to listen to the allegation and to 
choose whether or not he wanted to make a response. Mr. Reardon then stated that he and Mr. 
Hoder spoke before the conference call began and agreed that they would most likely not make 
any response today. 

I then proceeded to read ~llegation against Mr. Hoder in its entirety. 

After reading the allegation, it was agreed that I would send a copy of the allegation report to Mr. 
Hoder in care of Mr. Reardon. 
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When asked, Mr. Reardon reiterated that he and Mr. Hoder spoke before the conference call and 
decided that they would not make a response to the allegation. 

Fr. Costello and I again thanked Mr. Hoder and Mr. Reardon for their time. 

James Hoder Date 

Leah McCluskey, Director Date 

Rev. Vincent Costello, Vicar for Priests Date 

2 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 
Office of Assistance Ministry 
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
Safe Environment Office 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

312-751-5254, general 
312-751-8307, fax 

March 13, 2008 

Mr. James Hoder 
Clo Patrick Reardon 
2200 W. Lawrence Ave., Suite 201 
Chicago, Illinois 60625 

Dear Mr. Hoder, 

VIA FACSIMILIE AND MAIL 

Enclosed you will find a draft report of our March 12, 2008 conference call where. 
•••••allegation of the sexual abuse of a minor was presented to you. Thank you 
again for your time on March Iih. 

I ask that you review the report and make any changes and/or additions necessary to 
ensure its accuracy. Please return the draft to me with any changes in the envelope 
provided. I will then return a final report to you for your signature. Once all signatures 
are provided, a copy of the final report will be forwarded to you through your civil 
attorney Patrick Reardon. 

Mr. Hoder, in the interest of expediting this process, I ask that you please return the 
enclosed report with your changes and/or additions by March 27, 2008. Please know that 
you may also respond by March 27th with a written request for a two-week extension to 
review the report, which then I would ask that you return it to me by April 10, 2008. I 
have noted this time frame in light of presenting this matter to the Review Board as soon 
as possible so that this matter may continue forward. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205 or Rev. 
Edward Grace at [312] 642-1837. 

Enclosure 
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DATE, TIME 
FAX NO./NAME 
DURATION 
PAGE(S) 
RESLLT 
MODE 

03/14 07:57 
91 7737285734 
00:00:31 
04 
OK 
STANDARD 
ECM 

l~L , ~iL-fOiOL~O 

SER.# : BROM2J854224 

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
Post Office Box 1979 Chicago, IL 60690w1979 

* Please deliver this facsimile transmission to the person indicated below. 

From Santa Garcia ~ · ~ . 

Ph. #: 312/ 751 ~5251 

Mr. Patrick Reardon 

Fax #: 312/ 751-8307 

Attached please find a draft report concerning your client, Mr. James 

Hoder. I will have the original sent via mail today. Please contact Leah 

McCluskey at 312- 751-5205 with any questions you may have. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 

Office of Assistance Ministry 
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
Safe Environment Office 

P. 0. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

312-751-5254, general 
312-751-8307, fax 

OFFICE FOR CIDLD ABUSE INVESTIGATIONS AND REVIEW 

. REVIEW BOARD MEETING 
.. ~l:"Nl_"~ay, Marcil JS, 2008 .· 

AGENDA 

I. Approval of Minutes - February I 6, 2008 

II. Case Reviews 

C. In the Matter of Rev. James Hoder (Resigned 1997) PFR-16 
• Allegation made by-

Review for Cause 
F. 
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III. 

IV. 

V. 

The next Board Meeting is scheduled for Saturday, April 26. 2008 
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Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 
Office of Assistance Ministl)I 
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
Safe Environment Office 

Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 

Review Board 
Saturday, March 15, 2008 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

MINUTES 

P. 0. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

312-751-5254, general 
312-751-8307, fax 

Non-members Present: 0, 
Leah McCluskey, Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Reviet9 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 
Patricia Zacharias, Assistant Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 

I. Approval of Minutes-February 16, 2008 
• Minutes approved 

• By 9:30am, there were only five members present and it was determined that 
discussions of the following cases would proceed with the understanding that 
there would not be a quorum and therefore, no votes could be taken on any of the 
matters 

• 

• Noted that the next Review Board meeting is scheduled for Saturday, April 26, 
2008 

• Noted that the May 2008 Review Board meeting is cancelled 
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• -will not be present at the June 14, 2008 or September 13, 2008 
scheduled Review Board meetings 

II. Case Reviews 
Initial Review 

C. In the Matter of Rev. James Hoder (Resigned 1997] -PFR-16 
The Review Board was to conduct an Initial Review o allegation of 
the sexual abuse of a minor by the fonner Rev. James Hoder. A summary of the 

2 
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allegation is as follows: mutual oral sex and masturbation; Fr. Hoder showed• 
•••pornography. 

Ms. McCluskey informed the Review Board that this allegation was initially 
scheduled to be read to Mr. Hoder on March 7, 2008. She and Rev. Edward Grace, 
Vicar for Priests, did speak with Mr. Hoder via phone on March 7th and explained the 
process to him. Ms. McCluskey informed the Board that he was clearly upset by this 
and expressed to Fr. Grace that he thought that this matter had been addressed in the 
past. During the March 7th phone conversation, Ms. McCluskey informed Mr. Hoder 
that he could not be forced to have allegation read to him, but that it was 
his right to know of what he was being accused. Mr. Hoder broke down in tears on 
two different occasion during the March 7th phone call and asked if the conference 
call could be postponed until he had the opportunity to speak with a civil attorney. 
He said that [civil attorney] Patrick Reardon worked with him when he left the 
priesthood approximately 10 years ago. Mr. Hoder said that he would like to see ifhe 
could get into contact with Mr. Reardon and then reschedule the meeting to have. 

• allegation read to him. 

Ms. McCluskey informed the Review Board that-allegation was read to 
Mr. Hoder via phone on March 12, 2008. She then read Mr. Hoder's response to the 
Board. Ms. McCluskey informed the Board that she would schedule time to review 
Mr. Hoder's file in the Chancellor's Office. 

Fr. Smilanic informed the Board of his knowledge that Mr. Hoder currently drives 
limousines at O'Hare 

Due to the fact that there was not a quorum, the Board could not render a vote. 
However, the members present discussed the matter and the consensus was that it 
bears further investigation. The Board members present suggested that if this matter 
proceeded forward, that Ms. McCluskey do the following: 

• 

• Attempt to speak with the priests named by 
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F. 
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III. 

IV. 
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• 

• 

• 

Next scheduled meeting is Saturday, April 26, 2008 at 9:00 a.m. 
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TRANSMISSION VERIFICATION REPORT 

DATE, TIME 
FAX NO./NAME 
DURATION 
PAGE(S) 
RESULT 
MODE 

Archdiocese of Chicago 

03/25 08:10 

00:01:40 
10 
OK 
STANDARD 
ECM 

Offlce for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 .. 1979 
[312] 751 .. 5205 
[312] 751 .. 5279, Fax 

FAX MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: Hoder, Rev. James 

March 2 5, 2008 

Message:-

TIME : 03/25/2008 08:12 
NAME : PROF RESPONSIBILITY 
FAX : 312-7515279 
TEL : 312-7515205 
SER.#: BROM2J854224 

1 apologize for the difficulty In getting this report to ~ou. I will send an original 

copy In the mall to you as well. Please call me at [3121 751 .. 5205 with any 

guestions. 
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Archdiocese of Chicago 
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
Post Office Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 
[312] 751-5205 
[312] 751-5279, Fax 

FAX MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: Hoder, Rev. James 

DATE: March 25, 2008 

Message: 

I apologize for the difficulty in getting this report to you. I will send an original 

copy in the mail to you as well. Please call me at [312] 751-5205 with any 

questions. 

Thank you, 

Leah McCluskey 

Number of pages [including this cover sheet]: 10 

Date and time of transmission: 9:24 AM 03/25/08 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Leah McCluskey 
harvey@hillardheintze.com; Molloy, Jim 
3/31/200811:07:57 AM 
Fwd: Request for Information 

Jim and/or Harvey, 

Could one of you please forward this e-mail to Rich Lapinski? He called this morning and I tried to copy 
him on the e-mail that he gave to me but must have written it down incorrectly. 

Thank you. 

Leah 

Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW 
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 -
Office: [312) 751-5205 
Fax: [312) 751-5279 
lmccluskey@archchicago.org 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Hello Jae, 

" • ~ --a•w 

Leah McCluskey 
Treanor, John 
3/31/2008 11:04:19 AM 
Request for Information 

Patty and I are now working in our office with a professional investigation firm by the name of Hillard 
Heintze on the matters that we receive in our office re: alleged sexual abuse of children by 
clerics/lay/volunteers/religious. 
Rick Lapinski, whom I've copied on this e-mail, is one of the investigators with Hillard Heintze. 

Rich is working on a matter where we are trying to establish if a particular studen~ was 
working at Holy Name Cathedral in the 1970s. As per Rich, he spoke with someone at Holy Name who 
informed him that they only have records there dating back to 1990. 

Would there be any such records in the Archives from Holy Name? Rich also asked if possibly there 
would have been some sort of records at Quigley noting if any students worked at Holy Name during the 
aforementioned time period. 

Any information that you would have, or a different direction to try would be great. 

Thanks Jae. 

Leah 

Leah McCluskey, MSW, LSW 
Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
737 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 900 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 
Office: [312] 751-5205 
Fax: [312] 751-5279 
lmccluskey@archchicago.org 

CC: rhl4555@wowway.com 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office for 1he Protection of Children and Youth 

Office of Assistance Ministry 
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
Safe Environment Office 

Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 

Review Board Conference Call 
Thursday, April 3, 20081:15 pm to 1:45 pm 

MINUTES 

P. 0. Box 1979 
Chicago, Jllinois 60690-I 979 

312-751-5254, general 
312-751-8307, fax 

Non-member Participants in Conference Call: 0 
Leah McCluskey, Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Revie~ 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 

• xplained the purpose of the April 3, 2008 Conference Call; noted that 
there were three lay members and three clergy members at the beginning of the 
call and therefore as per policy, clerics may not carry a motion 

• explained that there was not a quorum at the March 15, 2008 Review 
Board meeting; stated that the Board members present that day in addition to 
himself were J .. 

• stated that those members present at the March 15 meeting discussed 
the matters on the [March 15, 2008] Agenda without taking any votes; discussion 
recorded and reflected in March 15, 2008 Meeting Minutes; agreed that an 
attempt would be made to schedule a Conference Call to discuss the Initial 
Review matters prior to the next Review Board meeting scheduled for April 26, 
2008 

• stated that the Initial Review and Re~uest for Supplementary Review 
matters would be discussed during the April 3r Conference Call; noted that the 
Review for Cause matters would be discussed at the scheduled April 26th meeting 

• reiterated that there was no vote taken on any of the matters discussed at 
the March 15th meeting, but that consensus recommendations were made to be 
shared with the entire Review Board 

• At this point during the April 3rd meeting, joined the Conference 
Call; provided-with the aforementioned update 
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I. Case Reviews 
Initial Review 

A. 

B. 

2 
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C. In the Matter of Rev. James Hoder [Resigned 1997) -PFR-16 

D. 

E. 

The Review Board conducted an Initial Review of I allegation of the 
sexual abuse of a minor by the former Rev. James Hoder. A summary of the 
allegation is as follows: mutual oral sex and masturbation; Fr. Hoder showed-

···pomography. 

Ms. McCluskey provided the Review Board with a verbal update of the review done 
of Fr. Hoder's file in the Vicar for Priests' Office. 

-asked if-had signed his statement [report of his allegation 
against Fr. Hoder]. Ms. McCluskey explained that mistakes had been made in 
sending the final report to-via his civil attorney for his review and 
signature [the draft report was sent on two occasions instead of the final report with 

changes]. As per Ms. McCluskey, the correct report was sent to. 
- via his attorney the week prior. 

The Board members were asked if anyone had any additional requests for information 
to be added to those suggested by the members present at the March 15th meeting. No 
one had any additional requests. 

In a 7-0 vote in light of the information presented, the Board determined that this 
matter warrants additional investigation. 
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F. 

II. 
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Next scheduled meeting is Saturday, April 26, 2008 at 9:00 a.m. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 

Office of Assistance Ministry 
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
Safe Environment Office 

April 4, 2008 

Cardinal Francis George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 E. Superior Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Cardinal George, 

RECEIVED 

APR~ - 2000 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
OFFICE FOR CHILO ABUSE 

IN'les:Fl6iHl8NS ANB REVIEW 

P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

312-751-5254, general 
312-751-8307, fax 

Please be advised that the independent Review Board met via conference call on April 3, 
2008 and conducted an Initial Review of allegation of sexual misconduct 
against the former Rev. James Hoder pursuant to Article §1104.9 of the Review Process 
for Continuation of Ministry. Mr. Hoder is a resigned priest of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago. 

The Board made the determination that in light of the information presented, this matter 
warrants additional investigation. The additional information obtained will be presented 
to~ along with all other information regarding this matter for a Review for 
Cause. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205. 

Sincerely, 

eah McC uskey 
Director, Office for Child Abus 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 

Office of Assistance Ministry 
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
Safe Environment Office 

P. 0. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

312-751-5254, general 
312-751-8307, fax 

April 16, 2008 

Mr. James Hoder 
Clo Patrick Reardon 
2200 W. Lawrence Ave., Suite 201 
Chicago, Illinois 60625 

Dear Mr. Hoder, 

Please be advised that the Independent Review Board met on April 3, 2008 and 
conducted an Initial Review o allegation of sexual misconduct against you 
pursuant to Article§ 1104.9 of the Review Process for Continuation of Ministry. 

Cardinal George has accepted the Review Board's determination that in light of the 
information presented, additional investigation is warranted. Meaning, the Board 
determined that based upon the information presented for their review, there is cause to 
continue to investigate this matter. Further, if you have any additional information at this 
time you wish to share·and have presented to the Board, please forward it to my attention. 
Any additional information obtained and/or received will be presented to the Board at a 
Review for Cause of this matter. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at 
[312] 751-5205. Also, please know that Rev. Edward Grace, Vicar for Priests continues 
to be available to you and may be reached at [312] 642-1837. 

Le McCluskey 
Director, Office for Child Abuse 

Cc Rev. Edward Grace, Vicar for Priests 
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• ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 

Office of Assistance Ministry 
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
Safe Environment Office 

P. 0. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

312-751-5254, general 
312-751-8307, fax 

April 16,2008 

Dear 

Please be advised that the Independent Review Board met on April 3, 2008 and 
conducted an Initial Review of your allegation of sexual misconduct against the former 
Rev. James Hoder pursuant to Article § 1104.9 of the Review Process for Continuation of 
Ministry. Mr. Hoder is a resigned priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

Cardinal George has accepted the Review Board1s determination that in light of the 
information presented, additional investigation is warranted. Meaning, the Board 
determined that based upon the information presented for their review, there is cause to 
continue to investigate this matter. Further, if you have any- additional information at this 
time you wish to share and have presented to the Board, please forward it to my attention. 
Any additional information obtained and/or received will be presented to the Board at a 
Review for Cause of this matter. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at 
[312] 751-5205. Also, please know that the staff of the Office of Assistance Ministry 
continues to be available to you and may be reached at [312] 751-8267. 

eah McCluskey 
Director, Office for Child Ab 

Cc ce Ministry 

0cc: Jt>h {1 0 1 MoLI~ 

j ,lvW.e s ~e-\ 'r l t-e-,U o.._ 
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Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 
Office of Assistance Ministry 
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
Safe Environment Office 

P. 0. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

312-751-5254, general 
312-751-8307, fox 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

Date: 

MEMORANDUM 

j Rev. Edward Grace, Vicar for Priests 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Archbishop's Delegate to the Review Board 
Matt Hunnicutt, Assistance Ministry 

Santa Garcia, Secretary S~ 
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 

[PFR-16] HODER, REV. JAMES (RESIGNED) 

April 21, 2008 

Enclosed please find a copy of the signed report of allegation of sexual abuse 
against [PFR-16] Hoder, Rev. James [Resigned] for your files. 

Call Leah McCluskey at 312-751-5205 with any questions you may have. Thank 
you. 

Enclosure 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 
Office of Assistance Ministry 
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
Safe Environment Office 

April 21, 2008 

Dear-, 

P. 0. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

3I2-751-5254, general 
312-751-8307, fax 

8FJ1£ COPY 

Enclosed you will find a signed report of your allegation of sexual abuse against Rev. 
James Hoder [Resigned] for your file. If you have any questions, please contact Leah 
McCluskey at (312) 751-5205. 

Sincerely, 

2<a.~ ~~ 
Santa Garcia 
Secretary 

Enclosure 

6ce\ Jt>hn O' Ma.t{4 
J-Mvtf& Serr ·1 t-dl ()>._, 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of the Archbishop 

April 24, 2008 

Ms. Leah McCluskey 
Office of Child Abuse Investigation and Review 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690-1979 , 

Dear Ms. McCluskey, 

155 E. Superior St. 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

I am writing to you in order to formalize my handwritten note in response to your letter 
of April 4, 2008, regarding the matter of James Hoder who was ordained a priest for the 
Archdiocese of Chicago but who resigned from priestly ministry many years ago, and the 
allegation made by-, following the Initial Review conducted by the Review Board 
on April 3, 2008. 

In light of the Board's consideration of the information presented in this matter, I accept 
the Board's determination, and believe that the information suggests further investigation into 
whether James Hoder engaged in sexual misconduct with a minor. 

With this letter is a decree which appoints you as the investigator into an allegation of 
sexual misconduct with a minor that was made against James Hoder. The terms of this 
investigation are spelled out in the decree. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

\R£J, fJ~tP,JC)c•~ 
Ecclesiastical Notary 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

cc: Very Reverend John F. Canary, Vicar General 
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate 
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, Judicial VicarNicar for Canonical Services 
Reverend Edward D. Grace, Vic·ar for Priests 
Mr. Matt Hunnicutt, Assistance Minister 
Mr. Jimmy Lago, Chancellor 
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of the Archbishop 155 E. Superior St. 

Chicago, Illinois 60611 

DECREE 

Having received the recommendation of the Archdiocesan Review Board that infonnation at 
least seems to be true that James Hoder engaged in sexual misconduct with , a 
minor at the time of the alleged incident, I have concluded that this constitutes infonnation which 
"at least seems to be true" ( c. 1717) and warrants further investigation. 

Therefore, in accordance with the aforementioned canon, I decree that an inquiry be done into 
the facts and circumstances of this accusation, as well as its imputability to James Hoder. 

Since my other duties prevent me from conducting this investigation personally, I hereby appoint 
Ms. Leah McCluskey to act as the investigator in this matter. In carrying out these duties, Ms. 
McCluskey will have all of the authority of an auditor, in accordance with cc. 1428 and 1717. 
She is to collect any additional proofs she deems necessary in accordance with the nonn of law 
as they relate to the present allegation. She is delegated to take testimony from the accused and 
from any witnesses (cc. 1530 - 1538 and 1547 - 1573), to obtain any necessary documents (cc. 
1540 - 1546), to enlist the services of any experts deemed necessary (cc. 1574 - 1581 ), and to 
have access to places or things which she deems necessary for her investigation. 

In conducting her investigation, Ms. McCluskey is to take care that such an investigation does 
nothing to harm James Hoder's name or to violate his right to protect his privacy. 

After she has concluded her investigation, Ms. McCluskey is to make a written and oral report to 
the Review Board, no later than one hundred eighty days from the date of this appointment. This 
report is to address the facts, circumstances, and imputability concerning the alleged offense. 
This report is to be sent to me, along with the advice of the Review Board. 

Given on April 24, 2008, at Chicago, Illinois. 

Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

V?~.Vl~~~~ 
Ecclesiastical Notary 

AOC 014992 



I 
I 

I ; I 
~~ 

MEMORANDUM 

To: File-PFR- 16 

~\ECEUVED 

MAY 2 t·: 2003 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
OFFICE FOR CHILO ABUSE 

INVESTIGATIONS ANO REVIEW 

From: Leah McCluskey, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 

Re: Hoder, Rev. James [Resigned] 

Date: April 30, 2008 

As a result of the allegation of the sexual abuse of a minor made by 
against the former Rev. James Hoder, I conducted a review of the cleric's Vicar for 
Priests file. The following is a summary of the file review completed on April 1, 2008. 
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8123/90: Memorandum to file from Fr. Raymond Goedert; report made back to Cardinal 
Bernardin that as per a local alderman, some sort of investigation was going on and it 
involved Fr. Hoder and drugs 

8127190: Memorandum to file from Fr. Goedert; report of State's Attorney's investigation 
concerning Fr. Hoder, that he was trying to buy drugs from someone who is an 
undercover agent 

12/17/90; - letters in file noting that an investigator used by the Vicar for Priests' 
office did not uncover any information about Fr. Hoder and a question of him being 
under surveillance by the police 

2/15/91: notation in file that Fr. Hoder's sabbatical had ended and he was helping out at 
St. David's 

8123/91: Fr. Hoder was appointed associate pastor to Rev. Casmir Szatkowski at St. 
Joseph [on Hermitage] 

11/14/91: letter from Cardinal Bernardin to Fr. Hoder; Fr. Hoder on administrative leave; 

1112/92: Individual Specific Protocol [ISP] for Fr. Hoder [see attached] 

3/3/92: Memorandum to file from Fr. O'Malley; brought to his attention that Fr. Hoder 
was paid with two checks for three months and did not say anything [received a check 
from his pastor and from the Vicar for Priests' Office] 

3/6/92: ISP for Fr. Hoder [see attached] 

4129192: Memorandum to file from Fr. O'Malley; noted that he met with Fr. Hoder on 
4/28 and talked about his future in ministry; determined that Fr. Hoder was allowed to 
help out at St. Michael the Archangel under pastor Jack Tilford; Fr. Hoder's assignment 
would be reviewed at the end of 8/92 
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515192: ISP for Fr. Hoder [see attached] 

5/14/92: letter from Fr. O'Malley to Fr. Hoder; Fr. Hoder was to help out at St. Michael's 
under Fr. Tilford but will not reside there or stay overnight 

6/14/92: letter from Fr. O'Malley to Fr. Tilford; stated that Fr. Hoder was not able to help 
anymore on the weekends; " ... with the new instructions from the Cardinal's 
Commission, we have to take another look at how we will restore priests to ministry after 
allegations of misconduct." 

6/24/92: Memorandum to file from Fr. O'Malley; spoke with Fr. Jim Ray at Catholic 
Charities about Fr. Hoder working part-time chaplaincy at University of Illinois Hospitals 

7/6/92: Memorandum to file from Fr. O'Malley [see attached] 

7115/92: Memorandum from Bishop Edwin Conway at Catholic Charities regarding Fr. 
Hoder; his understanding that Fr. Hoder would begin on 8/1/92 limited chaplaincy at the 
Illinois University Hospital Center 

8/1/92: ISP for Fr. Hoder [see attached] 

10/8/92: letter from Fr. [Tom] Paprocki to Fr. Hoder; referred to celebret card and that Fr. 
Hoder was only permitted to celebrate mass/other religious service publicly once 
approved by the Vicar for Priests and may continue his work at UIC; administrative leave 
indicated in Cardinal Bemardin's 11/14/91 letter still in effect; Fr. Hoder still bound by 

. his ISP and "Residence Protocol" 

11/25/92: letter from Fr. Paprocki to Fr. Hoder; Fr. Hoder was placed on administrative 
leave from all ministry and was to return his celebret card 

12/1/92: noted that Rev. Patrick Lagges was acting as Fr. Hoder's [canonical] advocate 

12/2/92: handwritten letter from Fr. Hoder to Fr. O'Malley [see attached] 

12/9/92: letter from Fr. Hoder to Fr. Paprocki [see attached] 
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12/16/92: letter from Fr. Paprocki to Fr. Hoder; response to Fr. Hoder's 1219/92 letter 
[see attached] 

12/17 /92: letter from Fr. Hoder to Cardinal Bernardin concerning his correspondence 
with Fr. Paprocki; "I am hereby petitioning for hierarchical recourse against a decree 
issued on Nov. 25, 1992 by Rev. T J. Paprocki." 

12/30/92: letter from Cardinal Bernardin to Fr. Hoder; response to Fr. Hoder' s 12/17 /92 
letter included, "In accord with this declaration, you are forbidden to engage in any 
ministerial activity related to the exercise of holy orders." 

1121/93: letter to Fr. O'Malley from civil attorney Brent D. Stratton of Tuite, Stratton, & 
Menaker noting their being retained by Fr, Hoder as a result of the allegation against him 
reported to the Archdiocese of Chicago in November 1992; noted they had advised Fr. 
Hoder not to respond to the allegation 

2/2/93: ISP for Fr. Hoder [see attached] 

3/29/93: Memorandum to file from Fr. O'Malley; included, "I met with James Hoder 
today to talk about his situation regarding the Fitness Review Board and a possible 
request for re-entry into some partial ministry in the future." 

2/19/94: Memorandum from Fr. O'Malley to Fr. Paprocki; noted that Cardinal Bernardin, 
Fr. Canary, and Fr. O'Malley met with Fr. Hoder on 2/18/94; Cardinal Bernardin told Fr. 
Hoder his "presumption" was that he would not be coming back into active ministry 

3/5/94: letter from Fr. O'Malley to Fr. Hoder, sent to him at the Cardinal Stritch Retreat 
House; informed Fr. Hoder that the Advisory Board and the Cardinal agreed that his 
request to be removed from the prohibitions of Canon I 044 was appropriate to bring 
before the Professional Fitness Review Board 

515194: Memorandum from Fr. O'Malley to Cardinal Bernardin; Fr. O'Malley and Fr. 
Canary met with Fr. Hoder and Fr. Lagges; informed Fr. Hoder of the Advisory Board's 
recommendations, which included that he would remain under Canon 1044 and that the 
Cardin 

617/94: Memorandum from Fr. O'Malley to Cardinal Bernardin; Fr. Hoder would be 
movin 

9/6/94: Memorandum to file from Fr. Canary [see attached] 

No date: Fr. Hoder's resume [see attached] 
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.. . • 
10/19/94: Memorandwn to file from Fr. O'Malley· 
Fr. O'Malley spoke with Fr. Hoder and told him that upon his return to Chicago, " ... his 
[Fr. Hoder's] options are limited. He will be asked to submit his resignation and a 
package will be prepared." 

2127/95: letter from Vicar for Priests to Fr. Hoder [see attached] 

4/17 /96: letter from Fr. Hoder to Cardinal Bernardin asking him to " ... reconsider and to 
r move the canonical enal that ou laced on me in December 1992." 

5/15/97: 

5/24/97: Fr. Hoder's resignation from the priesthood is effective 
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Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 

Review Board 
Saturday, May 31, 2008 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

MINUTES 

Review Board Members Present: 

Review Board Members Not Present: 

Non-members Present: 
Leah McCluskey, Director, Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
Rev. Daniel Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate to the Review Board 

• The meeting began with Fr. Smilanic providing the Review Board with a verbal update of 
his recent trip to Rome representing the Canon Law Society; Fr. Smilanic stated that 
while at the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith [CDF], the following two main 
points were made: 

• 

• 

o The importance of the work of Review Boards 
o The importance of determinations of Review Boards, such as decisions that are 

made [by the Cardinal] based upon the Board's Review for Cause determinations; 
once a decision on a matter is made, it enables the CDF to go forward [Fr. 
Smilanic provided the example of current petitions for laicizations before the 
CDF] 
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I. Approval of Minutes - April 26, 2008 
• Minutes approved 

II. Case Reviews 

A. 

B. 
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Review for Cause 
c. 

D. 

E. 
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H 
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I. In the Matter of Rev. James Hoder [Resigned 1997] - PFR - 16 

J. 

K. 

The Review Board conducted a Review for Cause of allegation of the 
sexual abuse of a minor by the former Rev. James Hoder. A summary of the 

-

1 f on is as follows: mutual oral sex and masturbation; Fr. Hoder showed. 
pornography. 

In a 7-0 vote in light of the information presented, the Board determined that there is 
reason to suspect that the accused has engaged in sexual abuse of a minor. 
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M. 
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III. 
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Next scheduled meeting is Saturday, June 28, 2008 at 9:00 a.m. 
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Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 
Office of Assistance Ministry 
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
Safe Environment Office 

June 3, 2008 

Cardinal Francis George, 0.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 E. Superior Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

Dear Cardinal George, 

P. 0. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

312-751-5254, general 
312-751-8307, fax 

RECEIVED 

tJUN 0 5 2008 
ARl:HOIOl:ESE Uf GHtl:AliU 
OFFICE FOR CHILD ABUSE 

INVESTIGATIONS AND REVIEW 

Please be advised that the independent Review Board met on May 31, 2008 and 
conducted a Review for Cause of allegation of sexual misconduct against 
the former Rev. J~ Hoder pursuant to Article § 1104.10 of the Review Process for 
Continuation ofMmistry. Mr. Hoder is a resigned priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

The Board made the determination that in light of the information present 
reason to suspect that the accused has engaged in sexual abuse of a minor 

... I I ... ... _ ~~ 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at [312] 751-5205. 

Leah McCluskey , 
Director, Office for Child Abuse nvesti ations and Review 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office of the Archbishop 155 E. Superior St. 

Chicago, Illinois 60611 

June 24, 2008 

Ms. Leah McCluskey 
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
P.O. Box 1979 
Chicago, IL 60690-1979 

Dear Ms. McCluskey, 

I am writing to you in order to formalize my handwritten note of June 4, 2008 in response 
to your letter of June 3, 2008, regarding the matter of Reverend James Hoder, a priest ordqined 
for the Archdiocese of Chicago who resigned from priestly ministry a number of years ago, and 
the allegations of sexual misconduct that were made against him b~ This matter 
was discussed in a Review for Cause by the independent Review Board at.their meeting of May 
31, 2008. 

In accepting the Review Board's determination that there is reason to suspect Sean 
Stevens was sexually abused by James Hoder, I have decided that the matter requires a further 
penal process. Since this is a matter which must be referred to the CongregatiOn for the Doctrine 
of the Faith, I will refer the matter to that Congregation and ask for their guidance. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

6(~ @~,4~ 
Ecclesiastical Notary 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

f_.~~ 
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 

cc: Very Reverend John F. Canary, Vicar General 
Rev. Daniel A. Smilanic, Cardinal's Delegate 
Rev. Patrick R. Lagges, Judicial VicarNicar for Canonical Services 
Reverend Edward D. Grace, Vicar for Priests 
Mr. Matt Hunnicutt, Assistance Minister 
Mr. Jimmy Lago, Chancellor 
Mr. John C. O'Malley, Director of Legal Services 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 

Office of Assistance Ministry 
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
Safe Environment Office 

P. 0. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

312-751-5254, general 
312-751-8307, fax 

June 26, 2008 

Mr. James Hoder 
Clo Patrick Reardon 
2200 W. Lawrence Ave., Suite 20 I 
Chicago, Illinois 60625 

Dear Mr. Hoder, 

Please be advised that the independent Review Board met on May 31, 2008 and 
conducted a Review for Cause of allegation of sexual misconduct against 
you pursuant to Article § 1104 .10 of the Review Process for Continuation of Ministry. 

At a Review for Cause the Review Board determines, based on the information that has 
been gathered and made available to it, whether there is reasonable cause to suspect that 
the accused priest engaged in the sexual misconduct of a minor. 

In the Review for Cause of this matter on May 31st, the Board determined that there is 
reason to suspect that you did sexually abuse Cardinal George has 
accepted the Board's determination. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any, time. I may be reached at 
[312] 867-8793. Also, please know that your Vicar for Priests Rev. Edward Grace 
continues to be available to you and may be reached at [312] 642-1837. 

Director, Office for Child Abuse I vest ations and Review 

j Cc Rev. Edward Grace, Vicar o 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Office for the Protection of Children and Youth 

Office of Assistance Ministry 
Office for Child Abuse Investigations and Review 
Safe Environment Office 

P. 0. Box 1979 
Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

312-751-5254, general 
312-751-8307, fax 

June 26, 2008 

Dear••• 

Please be advised that the independent Review Board met on May 31, 2008 and 
conducted a Review for Cause of your allegation of sexual misconduct against the former 
Rev. James Hoder pursuant to Article § 1104.10 of the Review Process for Continuation 
of ~inistry. Mr. Hoder is a resigned priest of the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

At a Review for Cause the Review Board determines, based on the information that has 
been gathered and made available to it, whether there is reasonable cause to suspect that 
the accused priest engaged in the sexual misconduct of a minor. 

In the Review for Cause of this matter on May 31st, the Board determined that there is 
reason to suspect that you were sexually abused by the former Fr. Hoder. Cardinal 
George has accepted the Board's determination. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. I may be reached at 
[312] 867-8793. Also, please know that the staff of the Office of Assistance Ministry 
continues to be available to you and may be reached at [312] 751-8267. 

Sincerely, . 

Cc Matt Hunnicutt, Office of Assistance Ministry 

SC!c...'· ~~"°'"' C)l t4o...U.~ 
-1~ s. ~err·\ +--c:....--~l °"--
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Victim Statement Abstract 

This abstract replaces email correspondence between Mayra Flores, Assistant Director of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago's Office of Assistance Ministry, and Victim MM dated May 7, 2009. In 
the email, Victim MM stated that the process that the Archdiocese has organized to deal with 
allegations of sexual abuse helped Victim MM heal. 
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CONGREGATIO 
PRO DOCTRINA FIDEI 

290/2009 - 30764 
PROT. N ... 
(In responsione fiat mentin huim numeri) 

Your Eminence, 

00120 Citta de/ Vaticano, December 2, 2009 
Palazzo de! S. Uffizio 

On September 19, 2009 the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith received the 
documentation regarding the Reverend James A. HODER, a priest of your Archdiocese, 
who has been accused of the sexual abuse of minors and now seeking to be dispensed 
from the obligations of the priesthood. 

This Congregation, after having carefully examined the documents of the present 
case and in light of the votum expressed by Your Eminence, decided to forward the petition 
to the Holy Father for his decision. 

On November 13, 2009 the Supreme Pontiff granted Rev. James A. Hoder the grace 
of a dispensation from all the obligations arising from Holy Orders pro bona Ecclesiae. 
Attached you will find a copy of the relevant Decree. 

Your Eminence is asked kindly to ensure that the priest is duly notified thereof, 
according to paragraph 2 of the Decree. In addition, a signed and notarised copy of the 
rescript should be returned to this Dicastery at your earliest convenience. 

With kind regards and prayerful best wishes, I remain 

(Enclosures) 

His Eminence 
Francis Eugene Card. GEORGE 0.M.I. 
Archbishop of Chicago 
155 E. Superior St. 
P.O. Box 1979 
CHICAGO IL 60690-1979 
U.S.A. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~ Luis F. LADARIA, S.I. 
Titular Archbishop ofThibica 

Secretary 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 
Ollicc ofCanoo1cal Sc:rv1ccs 
835 N Rush Strcc:t 
Chicago IL 6CX> 11-2030 t PO Box 1979 

Chicago IL 6lY>90-l 979 
FAX (312) 534-8314 

V Rev Daniel A Sm1la111c JCD 
Vicar for Canorncal Services 
(312) 534-8206 

Mr. James A. Hoder 

Dear Mr. Hoder, 

December 18, 2009 

Re: James A. Hoder, prot. n. 290/2009 

We have received from the Congregation For the Doctrine of the Faith the documentation of your return to 
the lay state, that is, your dismissal from the clerical state. The decree of laicization is effective from the 
moment of your reception of this letter. 

Enclosed please find a photocopy of the original document in Latin and an unofficial translation. The 
decree provides you the opportunity to attest by your signature that you have received it. I ask you to call 
me to schedule an appointment to read the decree and sign it. This appointment, which should take no more 
than thirty minutes, can be scheduled at an ecclesiastical location that is convenient for you. The 
appointment can be scheduled at a time that is opportune for you. If you fail to schedule an appointment, we 
will document that fact and the completed paperwork will be forwarded to the Congregation for the Doctrine 
of the Faith, as well as filed in our Chancery. Your failure to sign the decree does not change the effects of 
it; you are dismissed from the clerical state and dispensed from all the obligations of the clerical state, 
including celibacy. 

Just as notification of your promise of celibacy, your ordination to the deaconate and your ordination to the 
priesthood was sent to the church of your baptism for recording in the entry that records your baptism, so 
also will a notification of your return to the lay state be sent there for recording. Furthermore, the current 
pastor is instructed that whenever a certificate attesting to your baptism is issued, there is not to be any 
mention of your ordinations and the promise of celibacy. He is instructed to refer any inquiries about your 
return to the lay state to the Chancellor of the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

I would draw your attention to the precepts outlined in paragraph 5 that note, among other things, that the 
dismissed priest automatically loses all the rights proper to the clerical state and is not longer bound by the 
obligations connected with the clerical state. The precepts also state clearly that you are excluded from the 
exercise of the sacred ministry, and that you cannot hold any position in the administration of a parish or that 
has pastoral responsibility. Also, you are not allowed to teach religion or theology, other than with the 
permission of the Chancery and in a very limited manner. 

If! do not hear from you by three weeks from the date of this letter, that is January 8, 2010, I will presume 
that you have decided not to schedule an appointment and not to sign the attestation that you have received 
the decree. It would be helpful if you decide not to sign the attestation, that you send me a short note to that 
effect. 

Please call me at my office, which is (312) 534-8206. 
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