April 19, 1948

Reverend Baymond 8. Xrebgbach
8%« Adrian's Churoh
Adrian, Minnasota

Near Pather Krabsbach)

I am enolosing herewlth the petition for
affiliatlion form to be signed eond aent broklere by Rebert
Taylor». Also enclessd 18 the formuls for your recommen<
dation of thle boy. Pleade supply, too, his record .of
Baptism, his Confirmation certifloate, and the record of
hils garents' marriage. On reosipt of all these papere, I
shall forward his formsl acceptance for this Diooese.

As I recall 1t Robert will be 18 on June
13 and he 18 nov A senior at Adrian. - Pleass have him
apply nt once for adminsion at St. Mary's Oollege for the
fall term beginning in September. In presenting his
application, Igae should make known to the Brother his ine

;gantion to study for the Diocese.

_ With gentiments of esteem and with all
best wishes, I remain -

Sinarrely yours 1n Ohrist,

Coadjutor Bishop of Winona

RT000025
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‘April 19) 1948

Brother Joel Htanialaus, F.8.0,
8%. Mary's Oollege

Winone, Minnesota

Dear Brother Joel!

_ Kr. Robert Taylor of Adrian will apply
for admisedon at 8t. Mory's Ocllege for September.
He 18 to ba a seminarian of this Dlooess.

With sensiments of asteem and with
81l bent wishes, I remain

Bingerely yours in Ohrint,

Coadjutor Bishop of Winona
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RECOMMENDATION OF A CANDIDATE FGR THE PRIESTHOOD

Your Excellency,

Mr Robert Tayler of thls Parish
desires to study for the priesthood, and in compliance with your re-
quest, I make answer to the followlng questions:

In your opinion does the candldate give evidence of proper motives
in sesking the priesthood? A far es I know, yes.

Are you convineed that he is not seeking the priesthood "to enjoy
the easlsr (according to the common oplnion) clerical 1life, to at-
taln honora, to acquire riches more readily, or to escape manual
labor, or to enjoy olerlcal privileges, such as exemptlon from mili-
tary servioce, or at least to enjoy a higher station"? Yee

Are you convinoed from positive signs that the candidate 1in duestion
hag a vocation to the priesthood? Yen

Do you recommend his acceptance by the Dlocese of Winona? Yes

Has he always conducted himeelf prudently with boys, girls, and women? Yes

Does the candldete seek the prieathood freely and spontaneously? Yes

Is there any danger that he 1s influenced by grave fear, absolute or
reletive, such as reverentlal fear? No

Is there any pressure being exerted to induce the candldate to enter
the priesthood, whether by parents, relatives or others? WNo

Do the candidate's parents enjoy a good reputation? Splendid
Ie there in the family any inclination toward drunkennese? Ho

Has the candildate inherited g disposition toward lust which savors
of ataviem"q o
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Is there among hls reletives any epllepsy or insanity? R

What ia your judgment of the physical fltness of the candidate?
He ie physically fit

What is your Judgment of hls mental abllity? He is brilliant

What ls your Jjudgment of hils moral fltness and character?

They are beyond question

What 18 your Judgment of his plety? He displaya solid piety
What foreign languages does he know? Latin
How long have you known the epplicant? Nine montha

Are you yourself a relative of the candidate? No
If so, please indicate the names of other Priests who can be inter-
rogated regarding him.

I have just now read Canons 983-988 of the (Code of Canon Law; and on
my own knowiedge, after careful inquiry, I attest that the candidate
does not labor under any irregularity or impediment.

EXCEPTIONS?

REMARKS :

Date: l,\—//:Vé AZE
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SEMINARIAN PETITI
four Excellency,

It 12 my earnest desire to become a Prlest; and I am filrm-
ly resolved to take the necessary means to persevers in my voocation.
I humbly beg to be accepted as a student for the .Dioccese of Winons.
I present tnils petition entirely of my own fres and spontaneous
will, wilth the advioce, and approval of my confessor.

Name hobzrv ollza Teylor

Date of birth cJuas 17, 19%C Place of birth Aidrisa, lincssole

Date of Baptiam ocuae 25, 1330 ° Place of Baptism Sain: 4H9rica Chu
) AGrian, Ll

Father's name 'Occupatlion Faraer, Insuranc

If deceasea: yate o1 aeath

Mother's malden name
If deceased: Date of death

Rellgion of father Caticlic of mother sstiolic
How many ohildren in the femlly? Boys iine : Girls ¢n2

Name of Parish Saiat aédriaa Fsrish

Where have you been resident outside of the Diocese of Winona for
six monthe or more since your 14th birthday? Continocus residencs

Do you labor under any impediment or irregularity? bs
For what year and ocourse will you reglster? College Freshiman

Please give name and location of each sohool you have attended, also
the period of mttendance: ;:ic.ded Saint Adrian Grede and High 5¢..001
Adriaa, in

Were you dismlssed from any echool? 52

Were you ever a member of a Religlous Community? Ho

Have you received any orders? .,

Oh the understanding that the Diocese of Winona will make payments
for BSeminary board and tuition for your Philosophy and Theology
courses (younger studenta requiring financlal assistance may make
application for neoessary loans), do you agree, if accepted, to ful-
f11ll the regulatlons of the Dlocese regarding repaymenta?

I enclose a Baptlsmal certificate, Confirmation certifi-
cate, and the record of my parenta' marriage.

With sentiments of reverence and devotion, I remain

Your Excellenocy's humblé servant in Chrilst,

Signature of Applicant

Date:  sorii 27, 1s¢a W f%y

Kobert 4. Taflor
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Jaint %/ys C%//efe

WINONA, MINNESOTA

May 1, 1948

ioet Reverend Leo Binz, D.D,
Coadjutor Bishop of #inona
275 Harriet Street

ilinona, kMinnesota

Your Excellency:

I anm in receipt of your letter of April 19 in which
you state that Mr. Robert Taylor, of Adrian, will
apply for admission to St, Mary's College for Septem=-
ber as a seminarian.

I am turning this letter over to Brother J. Leo, wh
will act upon it whan the credits of Mr, Taylor cope
in. . e

With sentiments of esteem and respect, I am

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Grotn. Qoo

U~ President

BJS: j

BROTHERS OF THE CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS
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May 13, 1948

Robert Allan Taylor
Adrian, Minnasota

Dear Robart:

Some days mgo I recelved your patition for affiliw
ation sg a student for the p¥lesthoed in the Diocese of
Vinone and also s reocmmendation on your hehalf from your
pastor, « I Al pleased to sncourags you 1in
thie pralseworthy 2mbition; and T desire herewith to accept
you formally as one of our deminarians. In doing so, I wish
to assure you of my prayers that you may peraevars in your
worthy 4desire and thnt you may become a holy and zealous prisast
in the Dicoese of Winona.

~ The pertificates of your baptism, confirma tion, and
of your parents! marriagse will be retained in the Chandery until

you will nesd tham st the major eeminnry.

. T am pleased to learn from the authorities at 8t.
Hary's Oollege that you have slready made apnllication for reg-
1l§ratlon for the new goademic year whioch begins in Beptember.

In regard to the expemnsss oonneoted with your atudies,
it will, of course, be neaessary for you to defray all expshaes
up to the end of your first two years of college. If you should
find it necesanry, the Student Loan Fund of the Dloocese of Winona
oould be made availablo %o you for this purpose; this loan fund
operates on a purely bueineas basis.

During the last two years of their college course,
all dandidates for the prleathood in the Diooese of Winona .are-
expeated to contlnue to pay thelr own expenses to the entent that
this is possible without borrowing from the Student Loan Fund.
Such payments, during these two years, will be made directly to
the Bishop of Winona and any defloit that may ocour will be med
by the Dicoeae when it has been clearly sstablished thst a. student
himself or his femlly 1s unable to meet these obligations.

During the four years of your Theologloal aourse, the
expensss entailed for bonrd, room and tultion will be the obliga~
tion of the Diccese of VYinona. During these yearas you wlll he
entitled to the asaistance made posgible by the offerings recelved
from the parishes for the traiping of priesta; but the obligation
18 acocepted by the student to refund after ordination £$125.00 for
each scholastic year he was supported by the Diocese. In the .event
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Robert Allan Taylor
May 13, 19048
Page two

of a change of plans, the full mount advanced becomes payable
when a student discontinues his studles; but ocapaolty to pay
will, of course, govern the termm of the settlement.

With sentimenta of esteem and with all bYest wishes, I
remain

8inoerely yours in Chriss,

Coadjutor Bishop of Wincna

RT000032




T e ey 2, A L (T oy

Qotober 1, 1948

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERNS

This is to certify that Hobert
Taylor, Adrian; Minnesota, le a atﬁden%
preparing for the Oathedlo priesthocd under
the direction of the competent ecclesiastic&l.
suthorities of the Dlocese of w1noha; and that
he 1s satlsfectorily pursuing a full=time
course of instruction at 8t. Mary'a @Gollege,
¥inona, Minnesota, a recognized theologloal

or dilvinity school.

Coadjutor Bishop of Winona

R T T e o LT S Ch I
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Full name: QP' #M 4//Amj M,é""’
Ol

Home Address._ﬂwgod
County: 77/}%/ State: W

For what year of studies are you enrolled? %MAWM,M

If your cleseifloatlon is doubtful for any reason, please explain_‘

Have you reglstered for Seleotive Service? %4/

Where did you reglseter? %mw/ %&zﬁ gzgé,

How much of G.I.Bill Benefita 4o you have (including this year)? .

What 1s the date of your birth? %@W/g, /730

Signed_w/ I oylor

Present address JFry 227, %ﬁwgo
9¢4éq»x¢{ :

Date! mﬂf z /948
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IARY LEMINAZY

TERRACE HEIGHTS

Winana, Finnesoia

January 3, 1948

Hie Excellency

The Nost Reverend Leo Binz, D.D.
Coad jutor Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Sireet

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency,

f the seminarians, Robert

I wish to report that one 0
is at St. Wary's Hospital,

Taylor, a freshman from Adrian,
Nochester, taking teatments for a dissase that is affecting

nie backbone. On his hosplial chart the diagnosis ziven
arly as I could read the

is brucellus spondylitis, =2e N3
docfor's writing. A porsion of one of the vertsebrae hag
already been affsched to the point thal it doss not show
on the X-ray. Beginning laet Monday, December 27, Houert
is to take all the medical trestments he can stand for the
to be

period of about thirty days, The dlsease se2ms ‘
somewhat serious. I gather from wobert that %he doctors
are not absolutely cer and will not

tain of the diagnosis,
be until they sce what have. 1 have

effect the treatments
not had the opportunity 10 speak directly with Robert's
doctor.

back to college after
to get all his credite

1{f Robert will be able to get
sistent that {reatment

the thirty days he should be able
for the year. Ths doctors were 1B
begin immediately.

7ith sentiments of reverencs and devotion, I remain

e humble gervant in Christ,

W i

: !
H@gpoﬁ Immacvlate Heart_of
Mary Seminary

Your Zxcellency
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IMMAC™™ * ™" 7 == “F MARY SEMINARY
_ﬁm. ry @ wuuBgB

THRRACE HEIOHTS '

Winona, Minnesots

January 3, 194¢

His Excellency

The Most Reverend Leo Binz, D,D.
Coad jutor Bishep of Winona

275 Harrlet Street '
Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency,

I wish to report that one of the seminarians, Robert
Taylor, a freshman from Adrian, is at St., Mary's Hosplital,
Rochester, taking teatments for a disease that is affecting
his backbone., On his hospital chart the diagnosis given

ie brucellus spondylitis, as nearly as I could read the
n of one of the vertebrae has

doctor's writing, A portio
already been affected to the point that it does net show
on the X-ray. Beginning last Monday, December 27, Robert
is to take all the medical treatments he can stand for the
period of about thirty days. The disease seems to be
somewhat serious, I gather from Robert that the doctors
are not absolutély certain of the diagnosis, and will not
he treatments have, I have

be until they see what effeal t
not had the opportunity to speak direotly with Robert's

doctor.

If Robert will be able

the thirty days he should be
for the year. The doctors were insis

begin immediately.
With sentiments of reverencs and devotion,

‘able to get all his credite
tent that treatment

I r@main

Your Excellency's humble servant in Christ,
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January 8, 19498

Very Reverend

Restor

Jomaoukte Heart of Mary Seainary
Bt. Mary's Oollege

Wilnona, Minnesota

Dear Pathar

It seems that Robert Taylor nnd I must be playlng
a game of hlde-and-seek. After your previous raport on
his oondition I called for him at 8t. Mary's Hospitalj
but he was not there. I shall inquire for him agailn
probably @p January 16. Meanwhile, I am grateful to
you for informing me of his condition. I shall keep
him muoh in my prayers that God may grant him a complete
and speedy recovery.

With sentiments of esteem and with all good
wishss; X remaln,
8incersely yours in Christ,

Coadjutor Blshop of Winona
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TAYLOR, 20BIRT, OEMINARIAN
Copy of letter from Sister Domitillia.

BUKTDN T LU ST Y
T S

Saint Mary's Hospital
Sisters of Saint Francis
Rochester, Minnsseta

February 14, 1949

Rewv. Ueorge H. Speltz,

Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary,
Saint Warys College,

Winorna, Minnesocta.

Dear Father Speliz:

With reference to your letter of Feb., 1lth
relative to Lr. Robert Taylor who wag 3 patient here at
St. Mary's,

¥r. Rebert Taylor has undulant fever. This
disenge is caused from drinking milk from infected cows.,
It is probably just as well 1f tLthe information 1s kept
confidential for legal reacons, The infection is in the
bones and it will be impossible to know the outcome for at
least three months,

His doctor says hs may return to the €ollege
in May to finish his work if you so desgire., Then he may
return here for a check up.

With cerdial good wishes, I am
Sincerely yours in Christ,
/s/ Sister K. Domitilla
Sister M., Domiti-1lla

Superintendent

SMD/af
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TAYILOR, ROBERT, SEMINARIAN

Copy of letter from

Saint Mary's Hospital
Sisters of Saint Francis
Rechester, Minnesota

February 14, 1949

Ilmmaculate Heart of Mary Seminary,
Saint Marys College,
Winona, Minnesoita,

Dear Father

With reference te your ‘letter of Feb, 1lth
relative to Mr. Hobert Taylor who was a patient here at
St. Mary's,.

Mr. Robert Tayler has. undulant fever. This
disease is caused frem drinking milk from infected cCOwS,
It is probably just as well if the information is kept
confldential for legal reasons, The infection is in the
bones and it will be impossible to know the outcome for at
least three months, .

His docter says he may return to the College
in May to finish his work if you so desire. Then he may
return here for a check up,

#ith cerdial good wishes, I am

Sincerely yours in Christ,
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Yaren 6, 1949

¥r. Rebery Tayler
idrian, ¥innesods

Lear Robert,

_ { have now recsived frem RBschester the
information thai you may leok forward &te coming here .
to the Seminary in ¥ay in erder %o complste the work -
gou missaed from She first week in Japuary unkil the '
end of the first semester of %his sgheel year. Fersenally
1 am very hagpy te know ihe dogtors will net ebject ta
this plan, It would be sell fer yeu to write me
the latter part of April staling how you feel. If at
that time you feol sireng ensugh o ceme nere and
study during Hay we ean ihen cemplete the arrangements.
Srother [eo, Regisirar, feels that & month sheuld be
sufficient time., In the meantime please do not worry
about ibt. %e are anxisus you sheuld get well. That is
far mors impertant thun any work you may have missed.

Just new the enow has pearly all gone,
However, anyone whe knows winnesots weather will kuow
that this dess not mean Bpriang is here.

- 1 hepe sach seek fimgs yeu betisr, and thal
yeu are keeping in geed spiriis,
1 wanh o assure yeu ef a gonstant remembrance
i my prayers aé well a5 those of the ssminariang. llease
glve my regards Lo your father. -

sincerely yeurs in Chriss,

(Rev.) Gue rge H. Bpeliz, Reetor
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Earch 6, 1949

Mr. Rebert Tayler

Adrian, Hinneseta

Dear Bebert, -
. I have new received from Rochenter the
inforsation that yeu Iﬂ{ leek ferward te ceming here g
to the Semiaary ib Eay in erder to camplete the werk o

you milingd Crom the firet week in January until ihe
ohd of the first semester of this sghesl year. Farsenally
1 am very ”R, to know the desciers will mat ebject te
this plan. weuld be wall fer yeu to write me
the lakter part of April stating hew you fesl. If at
that time you feel alreng eneugh te ceme here and
study during Mey we aan then csmplete the arrangsments.
o ‘ ' © that a menth sheuld be
sufrfiaiens time. In the meantime unu do sat werry
abeut iit. ¥We are saxious yeu sheuid get woll. That is
far aere Ampertant ihan any work yeu may heve missed,

- Just sew the snew has mearly all gene
Hewavor, anyens whe knews Hinnstets weather -ui knew
that this dess not mean 8pring is here.

I hepe sach week finds yeu better, and that
you are keoping in geed upirits,

I want te adsure yeu of & coRstant remembrange
in By prayers as well a¢ those of the seminarians, Flease
give my regards Lo your father, ‘ :

Sincerely yeurs in Christ,
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Immaculate Heert of Mary Seminary
SAINT MARY'S COLLEGE
TERRACE HEISHTS
WINONA, MINNESOTA

March 6, 1949

flis Excsllency

The Most Reverend Leeo Binz, D.D.
Coadjuter Bishep of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesets

Your Bxcellency,

1 am forwarding for Your Excellency's
information the copy of a letter from Sister Domitilla
concerning Mr. Robart Taylor, seminarian, also a
copy of my Ietter to him. Tor Lhe present,and until
we learn the results of the check up mentiened in
gister Domitilla's letter, I do not believe there
is much more we can do in hls case, I hope Roberd
will be able to complete his first semester's work
as indicated in the gerrespondence. :

with sentiments of reverence and devetion,
I remain

Your Sxcellency's obedient servant in Christ,

Lai¥
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Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary
SAINT MARY'S COLLEGE
TRRRACE MEIGHTS
WINONA. MINNESOTA

March 6, 1949

His Excellency

The Mest Reverend Leo Binz, D.D.
Cead juter Bishep of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency,

I am forwarding for Yoeur Excellenoy's

infermation the copy of a letter from
concerning Mr, Rebert Tayler, seminarian, alse a
copy of my Iett8F to him. For the present,and until
we learn the results of the check up mentiened in

. letter, I de not believe there
is much more we can do in his case, I hope Robert
will be able to complete his first semester's work
ag indicated in the cerrespondence.

With sentiments ef reverence and devetlen,
I remain

Your Excelleney's ebedient servant in Christ,

RT000201



March 7, 1948

ff-'t

ery Paversn? NRecrge . pelt?
nmﬁtﬁ?

Tamacyls te Yasrt of Hary Caminary
Maryta Gollege

vt AL~ID(+<¢3 Minnescts

Towish e b you Tor your letter of
februsry & whloh W -a,nraqted by 2 copy ©°f 8
Tetter freom Hiatew r111ln regarding Robart
mnylor, and 8o oony aur awn Lﬁtt r addrasassd

+

T Rohert.

T singarely rope thai tehertts condition
w171 narnit him %o "nn“1ntﬁ nig firet semester
wmpl ng Ot, Mepy'a, end thet nls nealth may e
improved so thot he ean continue his geminary
gtudles in %Pptemb T .

with sentimants of eslesi and with 811
good wigshap, I rersin

Sincerely vours in Christ,

fosdjutor Bilshop of “inono
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March 7, 1948

Reator

Immaoulz te Hesrt of Mary Bealnary
8t, Mery's College

Winona, Minnesota

Pear Father -

I wish to thank you for your letter of

; February 6 which was scoompanied by a copy of a

letter from .. Robert
Taylor, and & copy of your own letter addressed

to Hobert.

I aincerely hope that Robert's oconditicn
w111 nermit him to complete his first semester
work 2t 8t., Hary's, mnd that his health may be
improved so thet he can continue his geminary
studles in September.

With sentiments of esteem and with all

good wighen, I remaln

fSincerely yours in Chriet,

foadjutor Bishop of ¥inona
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Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary
ZAINT MARY'S COLLEGE
TERAACE HEIGHTS
YWINOHA MIMNESOTA

l.-l
o]
1=
[{a]

His #xcellency

The Most Reversnd Le inz, D.D.
Coad jutor Bishop of #inen=

275 Harriet Sitreet

Winona, Minnesoia

[

Your Zxcellency:

I wish to report that ¥r. Robert

LA

Taylor, =

seminarian from Adrian, was pnot 1n condition teo coms
hers in May to complete his first semester's work as

b

we had planned. Ons of the doctor's at the Clinic

discouraged him.

A few weeks later, i.e., about Nay 15,

permission was given to have him return for the few

remaining weeks.
for him to cemplete the work.

This,hewever, lef% toe little time

I have asked Rovert to keep ip contact with
the Clinic so that they can follew through with his

case.
uncertain of what %0 do.

At present the dectors Scem to be a little
T believe we shall simply

have to wait until there 1s a more definite diagnoels.
If Robert's recovery continues to be slow 1t may be

best to plan his return here in late Fall or early
Winter when he would be able 1o resume where he left off

this past Winter.
informed.

T shall keep Your Excellency

4ith sentiments of reverence and devotien,

I remain

vour Excellency's obedient servant in Christ,

Ay

(BBV= )1\

George H.

Eﬁéltz
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Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary

SAINT MARY'S COLLEGE
TERRACE HEIGHTS

WINONA. MINNESOTA
May 26, 1949

His Excellenoy

The Mest Reverend Lee Binz, D,D.
Coad juter Bishop of Winena

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesots

Your Excellency:
1

I wish te repert that Mr, Rebert Tayler, a
Seminarian from Adrian, was net in cendition te come
here in May to complete his first semester's werk as
we had planned. One of the docter's at the Clinic
discouraged him, A few weeks later, ije., about May 15,
bermissien was given to have him return fer the few
remaining weeks, This,hoewever, left too little time
for him te cemplete the work, .

I have asked Rebert to keep in contact with
the Clinic se that they can fellew threugh;with his
case. At present the doctors seem to be a.little
uncertain of what te do, I believe we shall simply
have te wait until there is a more definite dlagnesis,
If Robert's recovery continues te be slew it may be
beet te plan his return here in late Fall er early
Winter when he would be able to resums where he left off
this past Winter, I shall keep Yeur Excellenoy

infermed.

With sentiments ef reverence and devotien,
I remain

Your Excellency's obedient servant in Christ,

o
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May 27, 1049

Yery Rev. George H. Speltz, Reotor
Trmaoulate Heart of Hary Semlnary
Winona, ¥innesota

Denr Fabher Spelis,

T want to thank you for your letter of
May 26 and for your report on nobert Teylor. I
ahell keep him in my prayers that God will grent
him e full recovery in the not Tar distant future.
T am grateful o you fo¥ ¥seping me informed Te-
garding his case.

with sentinents of esteem and with a&ll

good wishes, 1 remain

Sincerdly yours in Ohriat,

Oosdjutor Bishop of Winona
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Mey 27, 1949

Thmaoulate Heart of Mary Seminary .
Winona, Minnesota

Dear

- I want to thank you for your letter of
May 26 and for your report on Robert Taylor. I
shall keep him in my prayers that OGod will grant
him & full reoovery in the not far distant future.
I am grateful to you for keeping me informed re~
garding his oawe. _

_ With sentiments of esteem and with all
good wishes, I remain '

Singcerdly yours in Chriet,

Goad Jutor Blahop of Winona

RT000204




June 17, 1949

Reator, Immaoulqte Heart of Mary Seminary
St. Mary's Cdolle
Winons, Ninnalatu

Dear .

I oslled on Robert Taylor on Janu-
ary 155 but I wae not able to get from him

noy from any
very olear 1des of the seriousness of hle

oagé, I trust you will follow it and keep
me informed.

With santimenta of esteem and with
a1l good wishes, I remain

Binocerely yours in Christ,

Ooadjutor Bishop of Vinona

g
|
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sugust 29, 1953

PO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

This 1s to certify that ROPERT A, TAYICR,
Adrian, Minnesota, is applying for admission and per-
mit to reside in Italy st the North American College,
Rome, Italy, for four years for the purpose of study-
ing Theology flor the catholic priesthood. The Diocese
of Winona inc., & religious corporation of the State
of Minnesota, will be regponsible for hisg expenses
during the term of his studies. '

He will leave New York on August 26, 1953,
ahoard the Queen Mary and after traveling through
England, Ireland, Scotland and France, will arrive
1n Rome about September 12.

Very btruly yours,

Bishop of Winona

RT000458
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SELECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM

Lcaol Board Ho. 77

[T Nebles Ceunty . R
HEC 273 1952
Worthington, Minnegsota
L {LOCAL BOARD STAMP) .J

83 Deocemdber 1968

Robert A, T,ylor
Immaculate ﬁeart of Mary Seminary
Winona, Minnesota

Dear Sir

A review of ouy IV-D files rumuz indicated that we
have several students ineorrectly olassiffed, BSeotion 1688,
43 (a) and (b), of Selective Service Begulations states that
the student must be "e~preparing for ths ministry under the

dirsotion of a recognised chureh or religicus organizations",

¥e are, thersfore, ask that you fumish us fmmediately
with & certificate or iaww yom the denomination indiceting

their sponisorabip of you ¢s a stadent,

- If you are not sble to fumish such evidenee, ;oup £ile
will be brought Gefars the 1oosl bosrd for reslassiffestion,

Yours very trly,
BY DIRSCTION OF TRH BOARD
Noima B, Voss, Clerk

iy

Alse fer:

It appears frem the olerk'’s letter that what 18 needed 1s

& letter ef certification fr
the Seminary, om the Bighep, rather than frem

RTO000035



Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary

SAINT MARY'S COLLEGE
TERAACE HEIGHTE

WINONA, MINNESOTA January 5, 1953

Your Exocellency:

I am enclesing a cemmuniocatien frem the Nebles Ceunty Selective
Servioe Beard te Rebert Tayler requesting ef him a letter ef
certificatieon. I understand frem ene of eur
senlnarians whe apeke with the olerk, that what is wanted is

a letter frem the preper Church autherlty ocertifying that

that Ohurch is spensering the yeung men in questien, I
reapecfully request that letters be prepared fer Rebert

Tayler and - and sent te me., Thank yeu}

Inaamuch ag gimilap loftora were aant te o
and I believe, te 1 suppess similar requeste

w11l be ceming frem them te the Chancery.
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e e——— e - S s e e F— T TESEY NN O T TAN 1Y ARG N SR T G e

Jenuary 6, 1953

8elective Service
Local Board No. 77
Nobles County
Worthington, Minnesota

Gentlemen:

This will certify thet Robert A. Taylor,
Adrisn, Mimnepote, hap been smd is now & student at
the Immaculate Heart of Mery Seminsry in Winons pre-
paring for the minlstry under the direction of the
Roman Catholle Church, Diocese of Winons, Minnesota.
He 1s entitled, therefore, to clapsification ns
svecified under Section 1622, 43 (a) snd (b) of Selec-
tive Service Regulations.

“Homsn Cetholic Bishop .
Diocese of Winones, Minnesota ;

Above certification made also for:

RTO000037



5/
'ﬁ& DIOCESE OF WINONA INC.
@04/ Winona, Minnesota

I humbly ask the Bishop of Winona to eppoint me to a School of
Theology to prepare for ordination to the rlesthood of the diocese.

Since the Dlocese of Winona will pay the costs of board, room
and tuition for me at the Seminary, I agree to refund to the dliocese
within five years after ordination one-fourth of the amount pald by
the dlocess for my education so as to help other priests.

If I should withdraw from the Seminary, I will repay to the
dlocese in full the amount paid for me.

2 L+ M

(Date)
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SAINT MARY'S COLLEGE
Winona, Minnesota

The accompanying récord is valid as a transcript when it bears
the seal of the college and the signaturce of the Registrar.

Grades are reported as follows: A (hifhnst passing), B, C, D (low-
est Eassing), Ii (conditioned), F (failure), Inec. Im:ompﬁctc}, W
{withdrew}. The grades P or § indicate paseing o satisfactory work
in a non-credit course, and the grade U indicates unsatis nct;?
work in 8 non-credit course, Where a non-passing grade is secured,
the number indicating credit is enclosed in parentheses.

Honor points are assigned on the basis of the quality of a student’s
work, as follows: For each hour of A -3 points; B ~2 points; C-1
point. The requirement for graduation js 120 semester hours of
credit and as many honor points as credits, Catholic students are re-
quired to have an additional 8 semester hours credit in Religion.

Credit is not granted for only one semeatsr of a year course, indi-

" cated on the record by an asterisk - thus 3%,

The term honorable dismissal refers to conduct only. Penalties
for poor scholarship, if still active, are shown on the record. If the
deficiency has been removed it is not shown on the record,

(ovER) '
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The following is a list of the abbreviations used in this reéord:

B.—Biology
C.-—Chemistry
D.~-Drawing
E.~—English
Ec.—Economics
Ed.—Education
F.A.—Fine Arts
G.—Greek
H.—History
L.—Latin
M.—Mathematics

M.L.—Modern Language
O.~Orientation
P.—~Physics :
P.E,—Physical Education
Ph.—Philosophy
P.§.~Public Speaking

P .Sc.~—Politlcal Science
Psy.—~Psychology
R.—~Religlon
S,—Sociology
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PERMANENT RECORD

EGIILE

DATE

[Tl

’E’h‘ﬂﬁﬂ. Rohu't A.],l.ln

Bryen. Ce mﬁor
.I‘Lme ld. 13.50

Baghalor of Arta
May 31, 1959
FPhllosophy
Bdugation

. Latin

fusra oun leude

..nblia‘n u:npostt.l.on i

" Collage nlgetra

Latin Compoalt
Greek Grom, &
Lublic sp
Upientution

" ihy. Ed.

S Gemaater 1

Apologetics I |
Elementory (
Diology Survey

II Semogtor “1950-
"Apologatics 11
Bivlogy Survey
Beginuera lotin
Elementary Greek
Gollngn Algeb

“pndl (loglo.

TR

gacred Seriy yura
Elanentary Latin Haadlus L
Intro. to Literature I
ancient o

Lleiwnte L

Irtro. to Zducution

i rinciples of EZconomies I

SMNT MIRY‘S COLLEGE

WINONA M.

Mﬂ.m i n_mnaaou

ErO NGNS
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PONTIFICAL NORTH AMERICAN COLLEGE

REPORT OF EXAMINATIONS

ACADEMIC YEAR 19 53 - 19 54.

Name ...TAYLOR,. Robert Diocese Wir'l-ong
Closs ... Theology
T SEMESTER
I, .

Fundamental Theology 8
Dogmatic Theology ",
Moral Theology . 9
S. Seripture
Church History 10
Canon Law 6
Ascetical Theology
Oriental Theology
Litegy . . . a0 e a s s e pesscesaoddie,
Hebrew 0 ¥ 0 O

Biblical Greek

Special Course
Practical Exercise

Ttalian

Academic Degree . i i : . Points

RS NNy G 1 £ SO OPUN
VRECTOR
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RT

. PONTIFICAL NORTH AMERICAN COLLEGE

VIiA DEY GIANICOLO |4

RO ME POBTAL ADBRAEBS
VATICAN CITY (eunors)

SCHOLASTIC REPORT

| Il

Academic Year 19 24- 1955
NAME e TAYLOR, Robert H. . .
DIOCESE ..o TINONA e cass .. L1
I. Courses at the Pontifical Gregorian University b

Dogmatic Theology .

Sacred Scriplure

Moral Theology

Canon law S
Church History ~ and FPatrology
Ascetical Theology '
Oriental Theology

Liturgy

Hebrew

Biblical Greek .

Patrology .

SPECIBl COUISE : oceurecivri e s s sssssssinsss st sanfonnionn)
Practical EXErCise : weereoeorcrrmscrseremmseisanasaieees

Examinelions for the Llicenliale

WHHEN woreeeicieecersieeressssimsiesenrsinsnee O8] COMPIENENSIVE eeoeieeiececiievre e
Academic Degree . a s e et st et eeeeee

l. Courses at the North American Collage

Italian

Homilelics .

Pastoral Theology

Gregorian Chant . . . .

Passing grade = 6 @

Good = 8 M
Cum Llaude =1 19 Rector

Summo cum leude = 10

RT0O00006
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PONTIFICAL NORTH AMERICAN COLLEGE

VIA DEL GIANICOLO 14

RO ME

SCHOLASTIC REPORT

Academic Year 1955 .- 19.54..

FPOBTAL ADDRAENRS !
VATICAN ciTV (euroes)

NAME. .. TAYL R, RORETt He st e

DIOCESE .. . Winona. ..o

. Courses at the Pontifical Gregorian University

Dogmalic Theology .
Sacred Scriplure
Morsl Theology
Canon law

Church History
Ascetical Theology
Oriental Theology
Liturgy

Hebrew

Biblical Greek .
Patkrology . . . .

Semester | 1]
Hours

Special Course: ..c.... T 1~ Anglican. TheoloZy ...,

Practical Exercise: ... MothodoLogy. —rmmmeormeeesiaens

Examinations for the Licenliste

Written Oral Comprehensive ........

Academic DeGree ... .. ..ot e

ll. Courses at the North American College

Italian

Homilelics .

Pastoral Theology

Gregorian Chant . . . .

Passing grsde
Good

Cum Laude
Summe cum Llaude

B

—
© N0 0 O

Semester Hours

RT000007



OF STUDENT

rRT@he @atholic Wniversity of Amerira
WASHINGTON 17, D. C.

GRADE REPORT

TAYLUR RuotRi P KCV o it &
—-| MO, YR,
D r'mf'..u.k AUB iRl 1 REV
21 MARIKRICT Sinbel
WINONA ML N
© CREDIT HOUR®
\OING SYSTEM DEFARTMENT counse DESCRIPTION OF COURSE Tat GRz:: SUM.| 187 | 2n0 | SUM
JRADUATE STUDENTS : e . ERROEL. T .
LA LLw INITRG T MEuloyhAL LAt A o
LLENT 4 e w "I LR . A ’
YT s LA 0Zlw KUMAN HISTURLAND A 9
ftar Passma 1 HiSi 93y P LAT i Lol 1V Loud A 2
° . e P N . 2
GrBLETE G oL oub Mi%) OREER & LAl Ukaii e & 5
LA VLo LATLIN RCALINvG Lidat i1 A - >

DUATE STUDENTS
ELLENT

ZRICR

iISFACTORY FOR TRE
DUATE LEVEL
LURE

‘MPLETE

5 IN THE LAW SCHOOL

STANDING
iRIOR

b

SFACTORY
ATISFACTORY
“URE
IMPLETE
DIT

OO—==N &

‘880N SHOULD BE RE~
PROMPTLY TO YOUR
TOR AND TO THE OFF-
THE REGISTRAR |IN

":ATEE NO CREDITS
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
- - STUDENT RECORD

Nnmpv TAYLOR 3 RObert A Y

[ .8

Date of Birth

Reports

Home address.. Adrian, Minn. b
Mﬂ—‘ - ym-_ﬁé;_(ég}_&i‘e../{. /7.5 _ Parish
Schools

Expenses Paid

- Attended pOs EiEss Scholastic

Character

N.Amer.Col, 6-57| Th.IV

900,00

RT000012
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2 REPAYMENTS MADE TO DIOCES

Amount Due édﬂ /5/ )

,&u 7% /r.rz
29127

e

Date Amount Paid Date Amount Paid Date Amount Paid
5 C
7R 2 ‘2‘-5" /0, 00
(6_9;;/471‘;‘-.«/
: 1)

RT000013




$900 00
| 900,00
= .._;._gqo_oo__
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Profession of Faith

s

I . (,/ T&&J/ | / \/ / a@ /“1—/ ., touching with

my hand God's holy Gospels, enlightened By /divine grace, profess the faith which
the Catholic, Apostolic, Roman Church ¥eaghes. I believe that Church to be the
one true Church, which Jesus Christ founded on earth: to which I submit with

all my heart.

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth: and in
Jesus Christ, His only Son, Our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was erucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell; the third day He arose sgain from the dead;
He ascended into heaven, sitteth at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty;
from thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Ghost, the Holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

T believe that seven sacraments were instituted by Jesus Christ for the salva-
tion of mankind; namely, Baptism, Confirmation, Holy Eucharist, Penance, Ex-
treme Unction, Holy Orders and Matrimony.

I believe that the Pope, the Bishop of Rome, is the Vicar of Jesus Christ on
earth, that he is the supreme visible head of the whole Church, and that he teaches
infallibly what we must believe and do to be saved.

I also believe everything which the Holy, Catholic, Apostolic and Roman
Chureh defines and declares we must believe. I adhere to her with all my heart,
and I reject every error and schism which she condemns.

So help me God and these His holy Gospels which I toueh with my hand,

I 2 Tl
7

(Seal)

ATTEST:

Ordinary of Winona (Delegate)

Date

RT000015



Saint Mary's College

WINONA, MINNESOTA - 55987

The Most Reverend E. A, Fitzgerlld, D. D.
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minn.

Dear Bishop,

As you know I now have been associated with the college and the seminary
Seven years, an extent which exceeds most of the priests who serve the
college. In that time I think I have grasped some of the problems and
conveniences of out system. If you would like to speak about my ideas
concerning either the college or the seminary, I would be pleased to do
so. I am sure a mutual appointment can be arranged. .

I think that my work and energy expended for the college, the church'and
seminary, speak clearly of my loyalty and obedience.

In Christ, our brother

RTO000016




The Untholic Hniversity of Aumeriea
Maslivgton 17, B. .

Tl e Novewnd 4 7 grae 44
275 Rfarreis - 4
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The Catholic Mriversity of Americn
Washington 17, B. C.

I, Fruat Ceusrind 7 TS e, I
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The Aatholic Mniversity of Americn
Bushington 17, B. ¢.
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Tlye Qatholic nitrersity of America
Washington 17, B. ¢.
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Immaculate Heart of Mery Seminary

SAINT MARY'S COLLEGE
TERRACE HEIGHTS
WINONA, MINNESOTA

( 5t. Adrien's, Adrian)
SCHOLASTIC RECORD:

HONOR STUDENT. Very goed ability,

Latin: 2 years in highechool; 36 hours in college. ¥"A" student in Latin
Greek: 1 year, -

Philesephy: will complete majer. ¥"B¥ to "A" gtudent,

ACTIVITIES: Prefect. In ehar
Very cecperative.

PERSONAL AND MORAL QUALITIES:
RAY Geed character and plety.

FACULTY VOTE: favorable - 4

TAYLOR, ROBERT

ge of dining room and walters.

SEMINARY: American College, Reme. Would advise a final checkeup
at the Maye Clinio this summer.
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Saint Catherine's Villa
Rome, Italy
September 18, 1953

The Most Reverend Edward A, Fitzgerald, D.D.
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellenay,

Our trip was climaxed on September 1l4th with our arrival in
Rome. Monsignor Freking met us at the traln and afterwards
treated us to a delicilous dinner. A short tour of the old
college followed and thence to the villa where Roy Literskl
was the first to greet us.

Needless to say, we both immensely snjoyed our tour of the
British Isles. For my part, our visit to Stratford<on-the-
Avon was the height of our vlsit to England. In Ireland we
rented & car for almost nothing, sixteen (16) dollars apiece,
I believe. We drove south from Dublin to Waterford and then
west to Mount Mellarey on the first day. The followlng day
we proceeded to Cork where a new Franclscan church 1ls worthy
of ‘mention. Its altar and sanctuary are flnnlshed in gold
mosaic, the gold having been collscted in the same manner
you employed for the Catherdral monstrance. Nelther of us
have seen the likes of 1t in either the United States or in
all Britaln. From Cork we travelled on to scenlic Killarney
and then north to Galway. We concluded our tour of Ireland
by vieiting the Natlonal Pilgrimage at Knock at the shrine
of Our Lady of EKnock.

Generally speaking, however, there was one thing I enjoyed
more than the great catherdrals, castles, and palaces,
namely, conversing with the common veople about Amerilca,
Europe, and thelir own problems, polltlcal and otherwise.

It gives one a much better understanding of their herlitage,
customs, and culture. My only regret 1s that I wlll not
be able to do the same in most of the other countries be-

cause of language barriers. '

To begln to thank you for thls splendid ovportunity 1s al-
most futile. In the brief perlod of a month since our de-
varture new worlds of culture have basn opened to us.on
our jJourney to this Eternal City. But here in Rome 1s'the
center of that Christian culture and heriltage and you have
sent us into the very midst of it. My only wlsh is that

I may fulfill those high ideals of the prilesthood first
instilled at Immaculate Heart and which I am sure, Judging
from the spirit of faculty and students, are deeply impene-
trated here. May 1t please Mary out of whose womb was
formed the Eternel.Hligh Priest that I attaln those ldeals,

Your Excellencie's most humble
and obedient servant,

ﬁ?mﬁui?(l:77L1£L)
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NORTH AMRBRICAN COLLEGE
HL GIANICOLO 14
VATICAN CITY
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TAYLOR Robert
Winona.

Has done very well in
his studies to which he brings both ability and
conscientious application, Has shown himself failth-
ful to his spiritual duties and in observance of the
rules. Has a pleasant, friendly personality, gets
along well with others, is a cheerful and willing
worker, dependable, and always respectful towards

his superiors,
(/ ' T
C N

dﬁz;b - /,/;¢ ij’
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NORTH AMERICAN COLLEGE

VATICAN CITY

(EurROPE)

ATR MAIL August 6th 1954

ORFICE OF THE RECTOR

His Excellency

Most Rev. Edward A, Fitzgerald, D.D.
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency,

The enclosed observations on Mr.
Robert Taylor of your Diocese may be useful hoth
as & record and a reference for the future.

With deepest esteem and every good
wish, I remain

Faithfully yours in Christ

@Uw SRWET

Martin J. O'Connor
Rector
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NORTH AMERICAN COLLEGE
ANIGOLO 14

VATIOAN CITY
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NORTH AMERICAN COLLEGE

ROME, 1TALY

October 13th 1954

His Excellency

Most Rev. Bdward A. Fitzgerald, D.D.
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota.

Your Excellency,

At the direction of

the Most Reverend Rector I am writing to inform you that,
after consultation with the members of his faculty at
their spring meeting and after observation since then,
he had decided that your student, Robert H. Taylor, has
shown the requisite positive signs of vocation to the
clerical state. It is the Bishop's recommendation,
therefore, that he be called to First Tonsure and to
Minor Orders. :

Attached herewith is
the petition of the candidate in accordance with the
Instruction of the Sacred Congregation of Sacraments
(Dec. 27, 1930). Proper certificates of Baptism and
of Confirmation are on file st this Seminary. The
candidate labours under no irregularity or impediment
to the clerical state.

If, therefore, Your
Excellency should agree with this recommendation, T
respectfully ask that you complete with signature, date
and seal the enclesed form of Dimissorial Letters. It
is the expressed wish of the Vicariate of Rome that the
enclosed form be employed in preference to any other.
First Tonsure will be conferred during January 1955 in
a Church designated by the Cardinal Vicar of Rome.

With sentiments of
profound respect and esteem, and with personal good

wishes, I am
Your humble servant in Christ

— L 77 h

Very Rev. lsgr. Francis P. Reh
Vice Rector
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Qontificium Collegium
Foederatarum RAmericae Civitatlum
de Urbe

Hisce litteris fidem facimus atque lestamur

Dominum .. Robertum H, Tayloxr .

ad . Primam, TONSURAIM. oo

promotum fuisse die.. XVI. . mensis... Januarii anni .1955...

in Basilica 8S, Apostolorum, ROMAE . . .. .

ab Excmo. ac Rmo. Dno, Hectore Cunial, Vicesgerente II°

Datum Romae,

RApud aedes Collegii
die ... AXIV . mensis ... Janvarii ... anni .. 1955

Vice Reclor
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NORTH AMERICAN COLLEGE
Via DEL GIANICOLO, 14

ROME

August 3, 1955

OFFICE OF THE RECTOR

Your Excellency,

POSTAL ADORESS !
VATICAN CITY (EUROPE)

The following observations on your

student Mr. Robert H. Taylor may be useful

both as a record and a referenoe for_the future:

He continues to apply himself faithfully to his
spiritual duties and to. observance of the Rule of
the College. He has a friendly and somewhat quiet
personality. He is always respectful to his
superiors, He has shown courage 0 persevere
despite the back ailment he suffers. He continues

to do very well in his studies.

T am enclosing the scholastic record

of your student for this year.

With deepest esteem and every good

wish, I remain

Faithfully yours,

L f

Lo

Rector
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Qontificium Collegium
“Foederatarum Rmericae Qivitatum 5
de Urbe

Hisce litteris fidem facimus alque testamur

Dominum ... RUBERTUM H, TAYTOR . . . . .

ad . DRELARIATUR WG LLCTORATUN

gromolum fuisse die . XxVii mensis novenbris anni.. 1955

in... Basilica SS. Cosmae et Damiani, Romae ..

ab “xemo_ac Rmo Alphonso. Cerinci, Arch.Tit.Seleuciensi in Isauria

Datum Romae,

Rpud aedes Collegii

die .13 mensis ... decenbris. ... anni 1955 .

o

Vice Reclor
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ROME

February 24, 1956

His Excellency

The Most Reverend Hdward A. Fitzgerald, D.D.
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Strest

Winona, Minnesota.

Your Excellency,

I have been walting for the flrst opportunity to advise you
of the results of my trip to Belgium. As you will recall, I left
here shortly after Christmas. The examinations were more
prolonged than I had snticipated, and consequently I returned to
the college shortly before the semester examinations. It seemed
edvisable to glve all my time to study then, and now that the
tests are finished, I can wrlte a more detalled and organized
report. From what the doetor told me, I can make these
observations:

In general my health 1s iIn sound condition. From all
appearances, the resplratory, circulatory and digestive systems
are excellent. The doctor was especially impressed with my
nervous system, considering the life of a sgeminarian, and more
partlcularly, because of the pain which accompanles back
maladies.

The old lesion of 1948 continues to heal. The caleification
of the decomposed vertebrae is, in fact, progressing more rapldly
than expected., The bone texture is much better, which may
indicate that these vertebfae are, or sS00n will be, performing
their regular functions. In the present situation 1t seems
unlikely that surgery will ever be needsad.

It 1s preclsely because of thls excellent prognosls that the
present trouble developed. It seems that because of over
protection and over consclousness of the infected reglon, the
lower reglon of the back was made to over work, thereby causing a
strain. Then also, the old brace, made t0 support the infected
reglion, did not gufficlently protect the lower back. There 1s
not a spread of the infectlon, but only a fatigue in another
reglion.

To remedy this, the doctor prescribed and made a new brace.
This one, although 1t continues to support the 0ld infection,
does s0 only in a gsecondary capacity. It is almed primarily at
supporting the fatigued lower reglon.

RT000496



NORTH AMERICAN COLLEGE

VIA DEL GIANICOLO, 14 POSTAL ADDRESS
VATICAN CITY (EUROPE)
ROME

February 24, 1956

Hls Excellency

The Most Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald, D.D.
Bishop of Wlnena

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota.

Your Excellenocy,

I have been viait.inf for the first opportunity to slvise you
of the results of my trip to Belglum., As you will recall, I left
here shortly after Christmas. The examlnatlone were more
prolonged than I had anticipated, and oonsequently I returned to
the co%lege shortly before the semester examinatlons, It seemed
advisable to give all my tlme to study then, and now that the
testes are finished, I ¢an write a more detalled and organized
report, From vhat the doctor told me, 1 can make these

observatlonst

In general my health is in sound condition. From all
appearances, the respiratory, olreulatory and dlgestive systems
are excollent. The doctor was especlally impressed with my
nervous system, c¢onsldering the life of a seminarian, and more
pa{tézularly, because of the pain which accompanies back
maladies,

The 0ld lesion of 1948 continues t0 heal, The calciflcation
of the decomposed vertebrae are, in fact, progressing more
rapidly than expected. The bone texture is rmuch better, which
may indicate that these vertebrae are, or soon will be, perforning
their regular functions, In the present sltuation it seems
unlikely that surgery will ever be needed. _

It is preclsely because of thils excellent prognosls that the
present trouble developed, It seems that because of over
protection and over consclousness of the infected region, the lower
reglon of the back was made to over work, thereby causing & straln,
Then algo, the 0ld brace, made to support the infeoted reglon, .
dld not sufficlently protect the lower back, There 1s not a sprea¢
of the infection, but only a fatigue In another roglon. ;

7o remedy this, the dector pregeribed and made a new brace.

This one, although it contimues to support the ¢ld infectlon, -
. does 80 only in a sccondary capacity. It 1s ailmed primarlly at :
supporting the fatligued lower reglon.

RT000206
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NORTH AMERICAN COLLEGE

Vvia DEL GIANICOLO. 14
ROME

POSTAL ADDRESS
VATICAN CITY (EUROPE)

The doctor gave me one precaution. It 1s hls opinlon that
should I ever become serlounsly 1ll, or should my reslstance
become exceedingly low, I could have a re-infectlon, vhilch
might have complications. My own opinlon, however, ls that since
the Mayo Clinic never mentioned 1t, the likelihood of such a
crlsls is negliglible.

In summary, the old Infeotlon is not completely healed but
appears sabisfactory. The remedy for this latest fatigue in
the lower bagk will depend on the present brace, It appears
satisfaotory and thus far helpful, but the deoctor belleves that
six weeks time should give a more definlte and accurate anawer.

~ I was pleased with the doctor, the Sisters at the hospital,
and the general care afforded. I shall write later how effectlve
the treatment i1s, but in the meantime; I shall try to carry ocut
the necessary precautions, Upen the return of my parenta from
Mexieco I informed them of the present status, and they, needleas
to say, were relleved.

I am grateful 4o Your Exoellencﬂizthe factilty here and
expeclally te ' s kind and patermal interest,

Aékiﬁg Your Excellency's blessing, I remain,

Your Excellency's obedient
' serveant in Christ,

RT000207



NORTH AMERICAN COLLEGE

VIA DEL. GIANICOLO 14
POSTAL ADDRESS !
ROME VATICAN CITY (EUROPE)

March 1st, 1956

OFFICE OF THE RECTOR

His Excellency

Most Rev, Edward A. Fitzgerald D.D.
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Dear Bishop Fitzgerald,

In your letter of TFebruary 23rd
you inguired about your three students.

seem to be doing quite well and are in good
health.

Mr. Robert H. Paylor has received
full Minor Orders but I think it prudent to send you a
full report in anticipation of your Judgement of his
reception of Major Orders as there has been some question
about his health., In a very short time I will be able
to gend you thils complete statement.

With kindest regards and every good
wish, I remain

Faithfully yours

oty f0 o

Martin J. O'Connor
Rector

RT000208




March 5, 1956

Mr. Robert A. Taylor

. North American Colle

Vie del Gianicolo, 1
Vatican City

Dear Robert,

A I was pleasaed to receive your latter of Febru-
ary 24 as I have been walting for a report on the medical
examination which you had., I am glad to hear that there
are no merlous complications and I hope that the treat-
ments glven wlll be successful. It is lmportant that you
take axery preceution so that the healing procesa may
proceed. '

Kindly extend my greetings to
and the other Winona seminariens.

With kindest regards, I remain
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

RT000209
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Pontificium Collegium

Foederatarum Rmericae Civitatum —
de Urbe
Hisce lilteris fidem facimus atque testamur

Qominum ... ... BROBERTUM H, TAYIOR

Ad e PR ORC TSTATUM BT ACCLYTHATUM

in . _Basilica S$S8. Apostolorum, Romae .. ... .. .

ab... Bxcmo. ac Rmo, Aloysio Traglia, Vicesgerente .

Datum Romae,

Apud aedes Gollégii
die i mensis ... .. Jmartii anni ... 1956 .

Vice Qector

RTO000050
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NORTH AMERICAN COLLEGE

VIA DEL GIANIGOLO 14
POSTAL ADDRESS |

ROME VATICAN CITY (EUROPE)

March 16th 1956

OPFICE OF THE RECTOR

His Excellency

Most Rev. Edward J. Pitzgerald, D.D.
Bishop of Winonsa

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency,

You will receive within a short time document
attesting the fact that your student, Robert H. Taylor, re-
ceived the Minor Orders of Exorcist and Acolyte on February
o5¢h 1956. He will be eligible to receive subdiaconate with
his class as planned for July 15th, 1956. According to our
custom he would be ordained to diaconate next October and
4o the Sacred Priesthood in Decemebr of this year, presuming
that we obtain the usual dispensation for this earlier
ordination of our students.

Attached herewith is the petition of the
candidate in accordance with the Instruction of the Sacred
Congregation of Sacraments (December 27, 1930). The re-
gquired Profession of Faith, Oath against Modernism, the
oath prescribed by canon 981 par. 1 and the ocaths of free
acceptence of the Orders will be made before the Vice Rector

" as delegate of Your Excellency. After consultation with the
members of my faculty, I have decided that Robert Taylor con-
tinues to show the requisite positive signs of vocation to the
priesthood in respect of sanctity and intellectual ability
without any doubt. Regarding the sign of vocation which is
health, I find it necessary to bring to your attention cer-
tain facts about most of which you are already informed, but
whioh in my judgement should be re—-examined now.

not in his capacity as
Spiritual Director but as & priesv of your diocese, has-been
gware of the back ailment from which Robert suffers. Since
this ailment began before his entrance as a student into the
American College, Your Excellency too, will have known about
it. We are able, however, to supply certain information
since his life at the College.

e
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Last November Mr. Taylor informed
us that he was having more than the usual difficulty with
his back. The examination to which he submitted during the
previous year had been useless since the X-rays taken here
had not been helpful to the Mayo Clinic where Robert was
first a patient. The doctor, although a good medical man,
confessed that he was not an orthopaedic specialist. It was
decided that Mr. Taylor should inquire from the Mayo Clinic
about competent men in Europe and especially about those who
might have studied at Rochester. His doctor there, .

~ wrote on November 26th 1956 and listed several
orthopaedic specialists. We decided that

) N 1, was the best of those
suggested since he was the only one who had trained in the
Mayo Clinic where he had studied during 1952-53. Robert was
given permission to make arrangements for examination by this
doctor whom he visited with a fellow student as compenion.

He returned on January 30th quite
gatisfied with the thoroughness of the examination and rather
relieved by its results. Enclosed is copy of a letter which

"Mr. Taeylor informed me that he had written to you on February

24th giving you the results of his trip to Belgium. I did not
ask that a report be sent directly to the College since I
understood that it would be forwarded instead to the Mayo
Clinic where it would be much more intelligible than to

ourselves.

Since coming to the American College,
Robert Taylor has proved that he can live a very active 1life.
He has not only fulfilled all required by the schedule but
has also contributed considerably in extra-curricular work.
Our records reveal that he has not spent even one day in our
infirmary since its inauguration in September 1954; and since
his entrance into the College his record of classes and
exercises attended is practically perfect, His scholastlo
record will indicate that he is able t0 apply himself well to
his studies. He accepts the discomfort he experiences with
fine maturity. He has not allowed that his ailment destroy
a constant display of good spirits nor that it occasion self
pity. From our experience with his l1life at the College, there-
fore, there 1s indication that he would be able to contribute
active service to the diocese of Your Excellency. It could
be said too that he would be able to accomodate himself in

alleviation of his discomfort more easily even as an active

s
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priest than he can as a seminarian. I refer to such
difficulties as the lengthy sitting in an uncomfortable
seat at the University.

We do not have on record here any
diagnosis or prognosis made at the Mayo Clinic where Robert
was a patient before coming to Rome. The recent letter of

says in brief "You will recall that our diagnosis

when you were here in 1948 was of brucella infection of the
spine at the level of the interspace between the first and
the second lumbar vertebra". Since we are unable to make
any founded judgement in that highly specialized field of
medicine and surgery, I have instructed Robert that he cause
- to send a complete report to the
Mayo Clinic of Rochester in the care of

I have asked also that he send di~
rectly to ... a professional release allowing that
complete informmtion be given to anyone whom Your Excellency
may designate. In this way Your Excellency can inform yourself
more directly and perhaps more completely than Robert could
in his letter of February 24th. You may decide, however, that
our own judgement of experienee here is of greater importance.
I do, therefore, repeat that he has shown himself capable of
leading a very active life during his years at the College.
I am convinced that he is spiritually and psychologically
able to continue endurance of the paln from his ailment in
the degree in which he now suffers it. Should his condition,
therefore, even not improve, I expect that he would contri-
bute really active service without the need or danger that
he over~favopr himself.

If, therefore, Your Excellency
should decide to call Robert Taylor to Major Orders, permit
me to ask that you complete with signature, date and seal the
enclosed form of Dimissoriel Letters. It is the expressed
wish of the Vicariate of Rome that the enclosed form be em-
ployed in preference to any other. Dispensation from the
preseript of Canon 976 par. 2 would be requested in your name
of the Sacred Congregation of Seminaries and Universities of
Studies so that Mr. Taylor may be ordained to the Priesthood i
in December. He was baptised in St. Adrian's Church, Adrian,
Minnesota, on June 15th 1930.

With kindest personal .regards and
every good wish, I remain :

Faithfully yours in Christ

(;)//g;,g‘?’-’bl;‘.!_x/ 7, ) S

Martin J. O'Connor
Rector
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NORTH AMERICAN COLLEGE

vVia ODEL GIANICOLO, 14 . POSTAL ADDRESS
ROME VATICAN CITY (EUROPE)

JRL €S rlowsM Mareh 18, 1956

His Excellency

The Most Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald, D.D.

Bishep of Winona

275 Harrlet Street

Winona, Minnesota E -

Your Execellency,
I recelved your letter of March 5, alid was greatly éHélHraged

by yoursuggestions. By now I presume you *~—- =7 ngklficatlon
of my reception of the last two Minor Orde.s. QE%&

w i T o
2ol *ﬁ%ﬂ% ol
e B R e s%z‘gaag%ﬁgrg%%%

yoursgg 185069 (1828809 &
As you will remember from my previous letter, the do@?@ﬁ in

Belgl t 1 L e k ou d,elapse before
d:f%n x@% 3_ ﬁ w a g % g gn i
troa) 5 a% %190 g& smﬁma o5DpBS ﬁéz it
gggg, an&ﬁg am happy zid coPR ota fb eﬂg o ﬁgbga od osare

B Y E%ES%?%“%?"ES?%E%%”“% 3 90aNE."2 otanatah

SOy fddiw
Your cellenc s ohedient servant
Loy s AasdTin christ,

BINOY 1{.[8‘\.[?0%) ., ﬁg /(.‘;?A,L, ‘

bigtogsItd (A buswbd .vod JeoM
aoontW 1o qorizltd i
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NORTH AMERICAN COLLEGE

VIA DEL GIANICOLO 14

POSTAL ADDREBB !
ROME VATICAN CITY (EUROPE)
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March 20, 1956

His Excellency :

The Most Reverend Martin J, O'Comnor, D. D.
Rector, North American College .
Via doi Gianicolo, 14 '
Vatican City

Deaxr Bishop O 'Conn_pr,

T -thank you for your detailed letter of March 16
in regard to the pgg:otl gondition of Robert Taylor. I
wae aware of his ailment when I sent him to the North
American College because the Mayo Clinic had stated that
in xt:ha,ir Judgment he was fully oapable of carrying on his
woyk, :

. In view of the fact that he has manifested a
splendid spirit, Y am enclosing herewith a Dimissorial

letter for his ordinetion in accordance with the program -
which is custemarily followed at the North American College,

I pray that God may bless him and, if it be His

Holy Will, restore him to oomplete health.

With kindest regards, I beg to remain
Sincerely yours in Christ,

.Bishop of Winona

anc,

RT000214
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JﬂBY}Ziqggeéi%hanﬁ %onsllso 1110Y

‘“m;\§h&\\ \xnggsph\?erely yours,

Moet Rev, Edward A. Fltzgerald
Bishop of Winona
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NORTH AMERICAN COLLEGE

VIA DEL GIANICOLO 14
POSTAL ADDRESS

ROME VATICAN CITY (EUROPE)

wepeh 29th 1654

ot lanow

— B . " . _ - . T -,
ot Tev. wdward . ™ pmearald ..
i mhon ot Tinonsg

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnosnots

Yony Excellenecy

w0

» 6 o him and your Dimissorial
bars in Tevor of Rohert I v that he may recelve
e T am very gled you have seen fit Ho give

211 since I have leoarned 0 hold him in hizh esteem.

Piahon O'Oonnor has given
5

T
il

Vore fByeaellencr will be S SR

With sentiments of vespect =nd

- &

esteem and with parsonal gnod wighes, I an

Yanr gerveont in Chrish

Rt. Rev, “'sgr. Froncis F. Reh
Vice Rector
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MAYO CLINIC

ROCKESTER, MIMNNESOTA

[ TP Y PP 0 IS a0 I el ¥ Kd e T 4 7 : . -
adber weveived Avrii 24, 1958, fvom Dre We Vendemooy Lals
3 Mariteluzrslizdn

Ghent, Belginnm

quetes

pr. Paul R. Lipsoomb, M. D.
Maye Clinic
Roohes ter, Minnesota

Dear Doator Lipscomb:

On the request of Mre. Robert Heo Tayler of pAdrian, Minnesocta, now 1iving in
Romey I send you 2 report oonoerning the state of health of your petient.

He entered my servioe at the Hespital on the 1ast days of December, 1055,
for a gemeral ohedk = uP.

A% that time he wes complaining of general fatigue and weakness in the Llow
haok area, On examination: mscle te ru and pain in the circumscribed
{utpar region. No muscle sPasime

lumbosacral regiom. NoO pain in t:@p

The agglutination $est for bripgPll s was 1:40. X-rays showed evidence of
a gradual caleifiostion of the esion looated in the upper front portien of
the second lumbar vertebra with a narroewing of the spaoe betwoen the first
and second vertebra. When ocomparing with the previous x—=rays (sent from the

Mayo Clinic) T can see 1o remarkable change except for the caleification of
the lesion. A1l the other tests were normal.

It was felt that the lumbesacral type of pain wag more caused by fatigue than
by any reourrence of sotivity of the old infectionse ‘

He was fitted with a light lumbosaoral belts This worked oul gquite satisfaatorilys
and, T hope will give him a good suppor® On the wooden bemohes of the North
American College.

T +thank veu agsin for 211 the previous ipformation you sent me about Mr. Taylor's

CASCeoeesosvre .unquo’ce.

Yours very trulys

(signe&}
M. Vandemoortele

RT000497
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April 28, 1956

Deaxy Doctor
I wish to thank you for your kindness in send-

ing me the report concerning Robert Taylor, including
your letter of April 10 and also the letter sent by the
dootoy from ' .

T sm satisfled with this report and have noti-
fied the authorities at the Seminary in Rome that
Mr. Taylor may continue with his studies for the prieathood.

Very sincerely yours,

Bishop of Winona

RT000218




NORTH AMERICAN COLLEGE

Via DEL GIANICOLO 14
POSTAL ADDRESS !

ROME VATICAN CITY (eUROFE)

June 15th 1956

His Excellency

Most Rev.Edward L. Fltzgerald D.D,
Bishop of Winona

27% Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency,

o ‘ In his letter of March 16th, 1956
the Most' Reverend Rector described to you at length the medical
history of your student, Robert H. Taylor, in addition to the
other signs of vocation to the priesthood in reference to a
call to Major Orders. We were happy to have the reply of Your
Excellency of March 20th advising us that you were aware of Mr.
Taylor's ailment and your Dimissorial Letters which would call
him for the Sub-diaconate on July 15th with his class.

Before leaving on his retresat
Bishop O'Connor instructed me to write you now regarding Mr.
Taylor. Some time after the receipt of your Dimissorial Let-
ters he did not seem quite well and he was directed to the care
of a physician. It seems that he was experiencing a nervous
exhaustion which may or may not be connected with his back
ailment. Under the care of this physician he has since improved
greatly and it is our thought thet rest this summer will restore

his nervous system to good status.

There would seem to be no change
in respect to the condition described in detail in the Rector's
letter of March 16th. It is quite likely that anxlety regard-
ing the outcome of the examination to which he submitted in Ghent
last January with the general strain of concern whether he might
be permitted to ocontinue to the priesthood could have been the
cause of the«nervous:exhaugthon he has experienced. He has, as
I have already mentioned, improved considerably and is presently
preparing for his final examinations. It has been the judgement
of the physician, however, with which Mr. Taylor concurs, that

s

RT000219



it might not be advisable to rush him now to the Subdiaconate

on July 15th. The Rector has agreed that if he so wishes he

way instead decide upon taking this Order later on, perhaps

in September, after he has had the opportunity for rest during
the vacation period. Instead of travelling he will remain for
the four weeks allotted him in the healthful atmosphere of Lugano,

Switzerland, to obtain more rest.

May I ask therefore, for the Most

Reverend Rector your decision regarding the postponment of his
Sub-diaconate by Mr.Taylor. It was thought at first that he
night even gain more rest if Your Excellency would allow him

to return home for the summer., Mr. Taylor, however, has indi-
cated that he will obtain more restful benefit in Lugano and
later at our Villa than he would in the environment ‘of his home.

With sentiments of respect and
esteem and personal good wishes, I am

Your servant in Christ

AT

Rt.Rev.Msgr. Francis F. Reh
Vice Rector

RT000220
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June 22, 1956

Rt. Rev. Magr. Francis P. Reh

Vice Rector, North American College
Via del Gianicolo, 14

Vatican City

Dear Monsignor Reh,

I thank you for your letter of Jume 15 with the
detalled informatiom concerning the health of Robert
Taylor.

-3 had heard some veports ooncerning the fact that
he probably was net as well as he had been, but I was hop-
ing and praying that it might not be so sarious as to pre-
vent his advancement to the holy priesthood. I am happy to
read in your letter that it is the hope of the dosctor and
the officials of the College that a summer's rest will help
to restore his health. I sincerely hope so becauwse he cer-
tainly has all other qualities essential for a voocation to
the holy priesthcod. :

: I approve of the postponement of reception of the
subdiaceonate on July 15 to & later date and will concur in
whatever decision you may make concerning him,

I wish that you would assure Robert of our deep

concern for him and of our prayers that his health may be
restored suffioclently so that he may be ordained with his

class in December.

With kindest regards and many thanks for the in-
formation which you have sent me, J remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Biah_op of Winona

RT000221
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NORTH AMERICAN COLLEGE

VIA DEL GIANICOLO 14
POSTAL ADODRESS:

]2 EHE VATICAN CITY (EUROPE)
3 g Iyt
aqRL HE8 ylul July 18, 1956
Hls Excellency qofval dyedofl .«
The Most Reverend Hdward A. Fitzgerald, D.D. sﬂka%&éﬁggéﬂsaﬁg
Bishop of Winona ostbsusd Lob 8LV
275 Harriet Street braglvesdiwd ,onsuel

winona, Minnesota.
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NORTH AMERICAN COLLEGE

VIA DEL GIANICOLO 14
POSTAL ADDRESS:

ROME
VATICAN CITY (EURORE)

However In the latter days of June, I was again feeling
qulte weak, but managed to take my final exam on the third
of July.

The following day I agaim returned to the physlclan and he
a dmlitted that he had kept me on the Tolseron preseription not
necesdarlly too long, but rather with too strong & dosage, with
the consequence that it did have a dralning and wearing effect
on the body. He sald, however, that I could make the subdiaconate
retreat, which we completed last Saturday, (with

‘a8 retreat master). -

In. summary, it secms that no definite declslon should be
made at this time. My plans for the summer are to vaecatlon at a
rest home in Switzerland. I had originally requested extra time
but the Rector asked me to withdraw it, possibly a sign that he
thinks that after a month's rest, things will'be_considerﬁbmgf

Improved.

In case you should desire to deem 1t necessary to contgct me,
my address will be the Casa San Brigida, Via del Paradiso,’ -
Lugano, Switzerland. I wlll be there from the 20th of July to

the 13th of August

: Despibe the -difficulties. the vear has passed swiftly and
qulte busily. . Yesterday . . received the Subdlaconate
and. . will .regelve.the Prissthood on December 16th.

I want to thank Your Exeellency for all your consideration
and kindness shown me, and especially through the past year.
Because of the distance it 1s difficult to alvays express
preclsely all the aspects of the problem, yet thls has been
greatly overcome by your generous confidence in the faeculty and
myself. I shall try to persevere and have batience by uslng all
due precaution this summer

I ask Your Excellency's blessing and your prayers that God

wlll see fit to give me the necessary light to make a declsive
Judgment in the fall.

Your. Excellency's dbedlent servant
in Christ,

Gadedt R ,7;7%/

RT000223
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NORTH AMERICAN COLLEGE

VIA DEL GIANICOLO, 14
FOSTAL ADDRESS:
VATICAN CITY (EURQPE)

July 26, 1956

ROME

FFICE OF THE RECTCR

Your Exc¢ellency,

The following observations on your

student Mr. Robert H., Taylor may be useful

beth as a record and a reference for the future:

He continues to be most sincere and earnest
in the fulfillment of his duties as a student
for the priesthood. He has done satisfactory
work in all his studies at the University.

Is most respectful, cooperative and willing.
As Your Excellency has already been informed,
Mr. Taylor still suffers from a serious back
ailment and it has bheen decided to postpone
his reception of the subdiaconate.

I am enclosing the soholastic record

of your student for this year.

With deepest esteem and every good

wish, I remain

Faithfully yours,
~— ) 7
= /)‘ % /i P
( - &k { /,‘ Ny L

Rector
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Pontificium Collegium
Foederatarum Rmericae Civitatum
de Urbe

Hisce litteris fidem facimus alque testamur

Dominum ........ROBERTUM A, TAYIOR

ad . SUBDEACONATUM

promolum fuisse die . XXii. mensis  sepbembris gnni 1956
in . Ecclesia S, Marcelli., Romae . .

ab . Excmo. ac Rmo, Aloysio Traglia, Vicesgerente .
Baptizatus est in Ecclesia Sancti Hadriemus, xv junili, 1930
Adrian, Minnesota

Datum Romae,

Rpud aedes Coliegii

_octobris 1956

die .. L. ... mensis .. anni ..

A. ViceReclor
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Ostober 24, 1956

Dear

In case you have not received notifi-
cation from Rome, we wish to inform you that
Robert Taylor received the order of Subdiaconate
in Rome, Italy, on September 22, 1956,  This
fact should be noted in the baptismal record
of 8t. Adrian's.’ '

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

RTO000055




Qontificium Collegium
Foederatarum Rmericae Civitatum
de Urbe

Hisce lilteris fidem facimus atque testamur

Dominum ............... . ROBERTUM H, TAYTOR

ad DIACONATUM

Datum Romae,

Apud aedes Collegii
die ..ii.. .. mensis ... novemnbris. ... anni ..1956. .

Vice Qector
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December 7, 1956

Dear Pather Taylor,

Ian to bs able to salute you with the
above salutation bscause of your ordination on Decem-
ber 16, On that day I shall remsmber you ima particular
manner at Holy Msss and pray that God may grant you re-
newed good health and much inses. 8 @ -

I welcome you as the 177th priest on the present

‘rolls of the Diccese of Winoma snd lock forward with sch

pleasure to your return from Roms for sctive work in the
Diccese next July, : : :

On the morning of December 16 you will have re-
ceived the powers of the Holy Prissthood of Jesus Chriat,
¥ho hes said to you, "Iam non dicem vos servos sed amicos.”
You will have imparted to your good father, mother and wis-
ter your first priestly blessings as a partial reward to
them for their guidance, preyers and sacrifices that have
made ordination possible. I am sure that they are
fil with joy and happiness because henceforth they will
have & priest son and brother to offer Masses for them.

I pr&th&t God may t you an abundance of
:}a;ainxa and the atrength to His work in this Diocese

With kindest regards and best wishes, I beg to
remain

Sincerely your Bishop in Christ,
Bishop of Winona

Reverend Robert A. Taylor
North American College
Vatican City
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NORTH AMERICAN COLLEGE

Via DEL GIANICOLO 14
POSTAL ADDRESS:
VATICAN CITY (EUROPE)
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NORTH AMERICAN COLLEGE

VIA DEL GIANICOLO 14
POSTAL ADDRESS:

ROME
VATICAN CITY (EUROPE)
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Divcese of Winena
275 HARRIET STREET
ITtvone, Binneesnis

In account with Reverend Robert A. Taylor

Since the Diccese of Winona has expended $3,600 at North
American College towards my education to the Priesthood, I promise
to repay to the Diocese of Winona within five years tThe sum of
$600 to assist others in preparation for the Priesthood.

4

-~

Date S 7, SEEF Signed ,«,-‘/; g z.f’ﬁ oA e

N:B. A discount of 15% will be allowed on the above if iﬁaid in
full before September 1, 1957.

(Return this form properly signed to the Chancery, Box 115,
Winona, Minnesota.)
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DECLARATIO

propria manu subscribenda a Candidatis in singulis sacris Ordinibus
suscipiendis, inramento coram Ordinario praestito !

Ego subsignatus . Robertus Taylor .

cum petitionem Episcopo exhibuerim pro recipiendo stixbtacex
Rxteos x feEor xdizorrresok xal presbyteratus), Ordine, sacta instante
Ordinatione, ac diligenter re perpensa coram Deo, iuramento
interposito, testificor in primis, nulla me coactione seu vi, nec
ullo impelli timore in recipiendo eodem sacro Ordine, sed ipsum
sponte exoptare, ac plena liberaque voluntate eumdem velle, cum
experiar ac sentiam a Deo me esse revera vocatum.

Fateor mihi plene esse cognita cuncta onmera caeteraque
ex eodem sacro Ordine dimanantia, quae sponte suscipere volo
ac propono, eaque toto meae vitae curriculo, Deo opitulante,
diligentissime servare’ constituo.

Praecipue quae caelibatus lex importet clare me percipere

' ostendo, eamque libenter explere atque integre servare usque
ad extremum, Deo adiutore, firmiter statuo.

Denique sincera fide spondeo iugiter me fore, ad normam
ss. Canonum, obtemperaturum obsequentissime iis omnibus quae
mei praecipient Praepositi, et Ecclesiae disciplina exiget, paratum
virtutum exempla praebere sive opere sive sermone, adeo ut de
tanti officii susceptione remunerari a Deo merear.

Sic spondeo, sic voveo, sic iuro, sic me Deus adjuvet et
baec Sancta Dei Evangelia, quae manibus meis tango.

. Romae.. ... diel3 mensisdecembris  annj 1956

AMER/|C ™ .
eﬁ\o Blcg e (Mgnwﬁg)

v %

S Vla dot Glanicolo, 14 -

Afodbn

i Liburia_EdI:rlce Vaticana — 5000 -_Vli —:1;
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Qontificium Collegium
Foederatarum Rmericae Civitatum
de Urbe

Hisce lilteris fidem facimus alque lestamur

Dominum o ROBERTUL] H, TAYLOR

Ad e PR DL TERATUM

promotum fuisse die..XV1 . mensis... decembris anni .. 1956

in .oratorio principali Pont.Coll.Foed.Americae Civitatum,Romae

ab Bxcemo.ac Bmo.Martino J.0'Connor, Bpiscopo. Tit,Thespiensi

Dalum Romae,

Apud aedes Collegii

die .xvii.. mensis ...decembris. ... anni 1956, ..

Vice Recior
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vzntfin ist,
MAVY\W»“ "rﬁ Tayl‘ﬁ%/

NORTH AMERICAN COLLEGE
VIA DEL GIANICOLO 14

ROME POSTAL ADDRESS;
VATICAN CITY (EUROPE)

Feb. 10, 1957

Hls Excellency

The Most Reverend Zdward A. Fitzgerald, D.D.
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Exoellency,

I am returning the promissary note signed and dated
as you requested. I shall take care of the matter
upon my return next sumner.

I am assuming that you did not receive my letter of
gratitude sent some time ago. May I simply reiterate
my thanks to God and to you for the great gift of
Holy Orders. I think we are often tempted to look
upon them as achievements, but once one has attained
them, we begin to see how truly great a gift and grace
has been bestowed.

Because of the difficultles entailed in obtaining
boat passage next summer, we have been advised to re-
serve as soon as posslble. The examinations at the
Gregorian will begin on June 17th and continue, in
alphabetlcal order., until ahent Tuly 4th, We have

consulted with _ ., and have arrived at
the followlng tentative schedule. The first conven-
lent boat for . and on which he has made

reservatlons dlsembarks on July lst. Because my name
comes up late in the alphabet, the most convenient
boat for me i1s about July 10th. I will arrive in New
York on July 17th. Because of obligatlons to my rela-
tives in the East, I would like about a week before
returning to Winona. This should bring to Winona
about July 23rd and to Adrian on the 24th.

Upon your approval and correction of this schédiiie I
shall write to . requesting a convenient
date for the First Solemn Mass in Adrien.

My health continues to be excellent- not only in com-
parison to this previous year but also considered

"in se". No doubt that the real test will come in
these next strenous monthes studying for the degres.
If any complications should arise, I shall inform

Your Excellency.
Your Excellency's obedient
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NORTH AMERICAN COLLEGE

VIA DEL GI!ANICOLO 14
POSTAL ADDRESS |

ROME VATICAN CITY (EVROPE)

May 21st 1957

OFFICE OF THE RECTOR

His Excellency-

Most Rev., Edward A. Fitzgerald D.D.
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency,

Permit me to inform you that your
student, the Reverend Robert H. Taylor, ordailned to the pries gt-
hood 1ast December, is eligible for the degree of ILicentiate in
Sacred Theology. He is presently preparing for the comprehensive
exaninations for this degree which he will take next month,

‘ I do not know what Your Excellency may
have in mind with regard to further study for Father Taylor, but it
is our judgment that he will succeed in his examinations and that he
is able to do postgraduate work here in Rome. During his course he
has maintained a very good average in hils studies.

If, therefore, Your Excellency should
decide to have him do further study in any particular field here,
we would be pleased to accept him in the priests residence hall of
the American College on the Via dell'Umiltad. I would be grateful
if you would let me know your wishes in this matter and I shall be
happy to supply you with any further information which you may
desire regarding postgraduate work.

If Father Taylor is to be assigned to
Rome for further study, we would strongly recommend, as we do for
all, that he be permitted to return home to his own diocese for the
summer. BExperience has shown that this brings spiritual, mental
and physical benefit to the student.

Assuring you that it will be a pleasure
to be of assistance in any way possible, I remain

Palt 1y yours in Christ

Martin J orc or
Rector
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His Excellencsy =

The Most Reverend Martin J. 0'Connor, D. D,
Restor, North American College

v:la»ﬁd,ei Gianicolo, 14

Vatican City -

' Dear Bishop ©'CQonnor,

I have received your letters in regard to Fathers
Conway and Taylor who are eligible for the degree of
Licentlate in Theology. I hope that they may be suocessful
in their examinations, but I trust that they will not be
unduly worried about them &s the do?'ae 18 not an absolute
requirement as far as X am ooncerned, ,

I do not plan to have them continue with graduate
woric at the present time as I believe that parochial ex-
perience ia a valuable asset to any priest, I will, there-
fore, assign them as assistants in parish work and most
likely will use them partly as teachers in our high schools,

I presume you have already received my letter in
regard to whom I have assigned for graduate
atudy in Rome this year, I trust that you will have space
available for him, and I know that he will be most succeasful.

- With kindest regards and best wishes, I beg to
remain : .

8incerely yours in Christ,

Blshop of Winona
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July 8, 1957

Reverend Robert H. Taylor, 8.7.L.
Mrian, Minnesota 47

Dear Pather Taylor,

I am pleased to weloows you back to Americs and
te the Diccene of Winona and Yo congratulate you on
suscesaful passing of she examinations for the Licentiate
degree. I am also pleased to be able at this time to ap-.
gom; you to be sssistant to , &t 8%, John's

hursh in Reshester as of August 13. :

_ : I am sure that you will be most mealous in co-
operating with him end the other priests in the spiritual
developwent of that psrish and in the care of the sidk at
the hospitals in downbown Rochester,

With kindest yegards and best wishes for your

susoens, I beg to remain
' Sinserely yours in Ohrist,

Bishop of Winona
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The Church of Saint John

415 FIRST STREET S. W.

ROCHESTER, MINNESOTA

August 19. 1957
His Excellency,
The Most Reverend E. A. Fitzgerald, D.D.
Bishop of Winona '
275 Harriet St.
Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency,

I am enclosing a check for $§510.00 (five hundred ten dollars) in
full payment to the diocese for my education. I have left the
check blank as I am not certain what fund this is payable.

Again my thanks for the opportunity afforded me to study in Rome.
Only years can make me realize how small a repayment this is.

Your Excellency's humble and
obedient servant,
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TO PURCHASE AN AUTOMOBILE

CHANCERY
275 Harrlet Street
Winona, Mlinnesota

I hereby request permission in accordance with Diocesan Statute #63
to purchase an automobile for use in performing necessary parochial

dutles as an assistant pastor.
1. What parochlal duties requlre the use of an automobille?

gick Calls and general parochial dutles

2., Is there any other automobile that can be used for such
purposes? No

3. Approximate cost of purchase of an auto? $ #800.00

How much money do you have available in cash for such purchase?

$ $800.00
5. How do you plan to finance an unpaid balance?

6. Have you any other financial indebtedness or obligations? No

If so, how much? $

I understand that 1f the permission 1s granted, the auto shall be
used for necessary parochial dutiles.

Date_ August 28, 1957 Signed_C:%2;34&&354§?t%%§;;ﬁﬁﬁ;/

PERMISSION FROM PASTOR

I certify that the foregolng answers to the questlons are correct and
I approve of his plan to purchase an automoblle for parochial work.

The parish will reimburse him by payment of $ per month for
such use of an auto in performing his parochial duties (Diocesan
Statute #266).
A L,
Pastor ///
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August 30, 1957

Reverend Robert N, Teylor
Churoh of 8t, Jehn' -

Rochester; Minnesota
- Deay Father Taylor,

I am pleased to grant you permission to

gumhuo an auto for use in your parochial duties,

am pleased o see. that you are purchasing a -
used adr which I think is very sensible for any

Sincerely yours in Chrit,

__Biahop of Winens

_young priest starting out. _

| . With kindest regards snd best wishes,
I bag to remain . . o
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August 3, 1960

Reverend Robert H. Taylor, S.T.L.
Church of St. John
Rochester, Mimmesota

Pear Father Taylor,

1 am herewith appointing you to be full-tiwme in~
structor at Cotter High School, Winona, and assistant at
8t. Stanisleus Cluroh where you will reside and help in-
sofar as the assignments do not confliet with your work
at Cottex High School, effective as of August 30.

You will recelve eomponution of $60 00 a month
from Cotter High School, melud:lnz transportation expense,
for ten months, and an assistant's salary from S¢. Stanis~
laus for the momths of July and August since you will be
full~-time asslietant during those months,

I am pure that you will be most faithful in the

dischavge of your duties as a teacher at Cotter and help
. whom I have appointed as Headmaster.

With kindest: regards and appreciation for the

faithful services you have given at 8t. Johm's in Rochester,
I remain

8incerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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May 25, 1961

Reverend Robexrt H. Taylor, 8.T.L.
8t, Stanislaus Church
Winona, Minnesots

Deax Pathexr Taylorx,

1 am hevewith transferzing you from your duties at
Cotter High School and as assistant at 8t. Stanislisus Church in
Winons to be & member of the faculty of Ismasulate Heart of Mary
Seminaxy and 8t. Mary's College in Winous effective as of
June 26 when you will register for summer school classes at St.
Mary's College Graduate Soheol. I also direst that you attend
the Workshop for Teschers at St. Mary's Callege June 917,

Because of & eonflict of dates X herewith ?mfcr you
from the vetrest of June 12 to the retreat of June 19, .

It’ - wishes you to do so, you mmy
rentin in residence at 8t. Stanislaus reqtory during the susmer
sehools which will and om August 4 to assist with duily Masses
and part-time confespicas insofar as thay do not interfare with
your class work amd your preparation for sush, If you remain at
8t. Standislaus, X will expsct that you will be remmerated with
an assistant's salary by the Chureh during June and July., -

I am enslosing hevewith a diocesan check of $150 to
cover: Werkshop fee (with veligious discount) $85.00; tuition
for sumer session (with religlous discoumat) $90.00; vegistra-
tion fee $10,00; breskage fee $5.00; and another ¢heck of $25.00

to cover transpartation axpenses.
Wishing you blsseinge and success in your new assigne
ment which 1s of extyeus importance because it deals direetly

with the foxmation of oux future priests of the diccese and
future Catholic leaders of college students, X remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

RT000073
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feverend Robert H. Taylex, §.7T.5L.
Sg. Stardlslaus Chureh
finona, Minnesots

Dear Father Taylor,

T am herewith transferring you from your dutles at
Cotrer High School and a8 agsiscant at St. Sranislaus Church in
Winons to be 5 member of the faculty of Impaculate Heart of Mary
Seminary and St Mary's College in Winona gffective as of
Juoe 26 when you will register for summer school classes at St.
Mary's College Graduate School. 1 slso direct that you attend
che Workshop for Teachers at St. Mary's College June $-17.

Because of a sonflict of dates I herewlth transfar you
from the retveat of June 19 po the reireat of June 19.

If Monsignor Grulkowskl wisheg you to do so, you way
remain in residence st St. Seanislaus rectory during the summey
sehools which will end on August & to assist with daily Masses
and paxi-time confessions insofay as they do not interfeve with
your class woxrk and your preparation for such., Lf you remain at
St Staniglaus, I will expect that you will be remunerated with
an assistant’'s salary by the Courch during June and July.

1 am enclosing herewith a diocesan check of $150 to
covers Workshop fee (with religious diseount) $65.00; wition
for supmer session (with religious discount) $90.00; registxa~
rion fee $10.00; breakage fee $5.00; and anothey cheek of $25.99
ro cover cransporiation expenses.

Wighing you blessings and success in your new assign-
mont which is of extveme importance because it deals directly
with the formaiion of ou¥ future priests of the di.ocese and
future Catholic leaders of college students, I remaln

8incerely yours in Chrlst,

Bishop of Winona
ce: Msgr. Grulkowski
Msgr. Speltz
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Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary

Terrace Heights
WINONA, MINNESOTA

June 1, 1961

His Excellency

The Most Reverend Edward A, Fitzgereld, D.D.
Bisghop of Winona

275 Harrlet 8t.

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellenoy:

T wish to thank Your Excellency for the apsignment
of Father Robert Tayler to the faculty of the Semlnary and
the College. The Seminary faculty welcomes the added member
and feels that he will be a competent and energetic teacher.

From & telephone conversation with Your Exocellenoy
of about a week ago, I understand that the question whether
Father Teylor will begln his work for an M.A, in Latin thils
coming year, or will wait untll the following, is not
necessarlly settled by your May 25 letter of appointment.

From the viewpoint of hig preparation as a teacher,
T am inclined to think it would be advantageous for Father
Taylor to have the experience of teachling for one year
prior to his graduate werk, R hag
agoured me that he oan arrange a schedule of clagses for
him thieg next year, including a glx~hour ceurse in Interme-
diate Latin and a sectlion of fThe gemlnerian course 1in
Religlon, For some time the College has felt that Father
Galles! large class (about 55) should be divided. However,
1f Your Excellency prefers bto have Father Tayler get a year
of graduate work first, 1 am sure the College can get aleng
without his help next year, The dean has not indlcated any
urgent need for him, but eimply that he could use him to

good. adventage.

T hepe 1t may be possible when Father Taylor
comes, this year or next, to have him in residence at the

" Seminary, I do feel that I need his help: and that he,

himpgelf, would galn from residence at the Semlrary,

Father Taylor tells me that 1in accordence with
the provisien in his 1letter of appointment he will e
staying at St. Stanlslaus this summer.

With a1l reverence and esteem for Your Excellenoy,
I remsin

g8incerely in Chrilst,
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Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary

Terraze Heights
WINCNA, MINNESOTA

Jung 1, 1961

end Edwsrd A, Fltzgerold, D.D.

wish to thank Your Excellency for the assignment
of Father Robert Teylor to the fagulty of the Semlnary and
the College. The Seminary faculty welcomes the added member
and feelg that he wlill be a competent and energetic teachsr.

From a felephone conversatlon with Your Excellency
of atout a week ago, I understand that the question whether
Father Taylor will begin his work for an M. A, in Latin this
coming yvear, or will wait untll the following, is not
neceagsarily settled by your May 25 letter of appolniment.

From the viewpoint of his preparation as a teacher,
I am inelined to think it would be advantageous for Father
Teylor to have the sxperience of feaching for one year
prior to his graduate work, BRrother Jullus, dean, has
agsured me that he can arrange a schedule ol classes for
him thisg next year, ineluding a six~hour course in Interme-
digte Latin and a seection of the seminarian course in
Religion. For some time the Ccllege has felt that Father
Galles! large class (about 55) should be divided, Envever,
if Your Excellency prefers to have Father Taylor get a year
of graduate work first, I am sure the College can get along
without hie help next year. The dean has net indicated any
Thdm +m

urgent nesd for him, but simply that he could use hin
gond advantage.

I hope it mey be possible when Father Taylor
comes, thig year or next, to have him in regidence at the
' Seminary. I do feel that I need his help and that he,
himself, would gain from residence at the Seminary,

Father Taylor tells me that in accordence with
the provision in his letter of sppointment he Will e
staying at 8%, Stanisleus this summer,

With all reverence and esteem for Your Excellency;
I remain

Sincerely in Christ,

Rector
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July 19, 1961

Rwverand Robert H. Taylox
8t. Stanislaus Church
Winona, Minnesota

Dear Father Taylor,
I trust that your summer school has been both
enjoyable and intellectually profitable fox you.

Sinece the summer school will be closing in August,
you will have permission for the customary vacation allowed,
until September 2 when you will report for work as a member
of the faculty of Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary.

% trust that you may be most successful in your
work in assisting in the forwation of the seminaxians who

axe preparing for the priesthood.:

Asking God's blessing upon you, 1 remain
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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October 27, 1961

Reverend Robert H. Taylox
8t. Mary's College
Texrace Heights

Winona, Miounesota

Dear Father Taylor,

" Since _ will be moving from St. Mary's
College to the residence st St. Paul's Chuxch in Minnssota
City on October 31, X herewith appoint you as the chaplain

for the Christisan Srothers at La Salle Hall effective as of
Novenmbex 1. I : .

I sm sure thit vou will contimue the fine spiritu«
al work which , has carried on during the past
few years in furnishing inspiration to the Brothers in the
development of their spiritual life.

Thanking you, I remain

8incerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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Ockobexr 27, 1961

Reverend Robert H. Taylor
St. Mary's Collsge
Terrace Helghts

Winona, Minnesoia

Deayr Father Taylor,

Since Father Moudry will be moving from St. Mary's
College to the residemce at St. Payl's Church in Minnesota
City om October 31, 1 herewith appoint you as the chaplain

for the Christian Brothers at La Salle Hall effective as of
November 1.

1 am sure that you will contimue the fine spivitu-
al work which Pather Moudry has carried on during the past
few years in furnishing inspiration to the Brothers in the
development of their spirituzl life.

Thenking you, I remain

Sincerely youxrs in Christ,

Bighop of Wiooma

cc: Rt. Rev. Msgr. George H. Speltz
Brother I. Basil, ¥.8.C.
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April 18, 1962

Reverend Robaxt H. Taylor
Bt. Maxy's College
Terrace Heights

Winong, Minnesota

Dear Father Tayloy,

I am pleased to appoint you foxr graduate studies
in Greek and lLatin at the Catholic Univexsity for September
in 1962. 1 have written to the Rector of Caldwell Hall to
ask that a room reservation be mmde for you in that bullding.

. You will kindly make application for admission to
the graduate school and have St. Mary's College gsend them a
transeript of your record,

I have also approved of re~
commendation that yes: be permitted to register for graduate
studies during this summer at the Univexrsity of Michigan.

I will be plessed to receive a statement as to the dates of

that summer session.

Wishing you many blessings in your preparation for
further work at the Seminary, X remain

S8inceraly yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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April 18, 1962

Office of the Reglatrar
Catholic Univexsity of America
Washington 17, D. C. '

This 1s to certify that Reverend Robert H. Taylor is &
priest in good standing in the Diocese of Winona and

has been assigned by me for graduate study at the
Catholic University in the department of Latin and Greek.

The Diocese of Winona will be responsible for his tuition
and board and room, for which application has been made
to the Vice Rector at Caldwell Hall,

< : g Very truly yours,

Bishop of Winona
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Reverend Robext H., Taylor
St. Mary's College
Terrace Heights

Winona, Minnesoia

Dear Farher Tayloy
3

I am pleased to appoint you for gradvuate studies
in Creek and Latin at the Catholic University for September
in 1962, I have written to the Rector of Caldwell Hall to
ask rhat a room reservation be made for you in that building.
: You will kindly make application for admission to
the graduate school and have 5t. Mary's College send them &
transcript of your record.

1 have alsc approved of Monsignor Speltz's re-
commendation that you be permitted to register for graduate
studies during this summer at the Univexsity of Michigan.

T will be pleased to receive & statemeni 28 to the dates of
that summer session.

Wishing you many blessings in your preparation fov
further work at the Seminary, I remain

Sincerely youre in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

1 .
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Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary

Yarrace Hoighi; ' -
WINONA, MINNESOTA 2.

April 21, 196\
His Excellency,
The Mest Reverend E. A. Fitzgerald, D.D.
Bishep of Winona

275 Harriet Street
Winona, Minnesota

Your Excelleney:

The Classlcal Studies Institute at the University of Michigan
begin on June 25 and continue to August 18, 1962,

Yi)f obedien Jay_,__.
M « /
(Reverend) Robert H./Taylor
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April 28, 1962

Reverend Robert H. Taylor
8t. Mary's College
Terrace Helghts

Winona, Minnesota

Dear Father Taylor,

1 am enclosing herewith an acknowledgment of a reeerva-
tion for you at Caldwell Hall at the Catholiec University in
Washington, D. C. for 1962-63. I aleo appoint you at this time
to take up your studies in the classical languages, Latin and
Greek, at the Catholic University and request that you report
there according to the directions from '

~ The Diocese of Winona will de responsible for tultion,
board and room and necessary books in connection with the course
leading to a master of arts degree.

: 1 have also received your letter indicating the dates
for your attendance at the Classical Studies Institute at. the
University of Michigan June 25 to_August 18 and grant you pexr=
mission to be absent from the diocese for that purpose, I would,
however, be pleased to receive information as to your place of
residence at the University during that time. I have instructed
’ " that the Seminary shall be responsible for your

expenses ror the summer school.

You will be entitled to the custmmary vacation during
the month of September before you register for the course at
Catholic Univeraity.

With prayers for your success in your graduate etudies,
I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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December 11, 1962 -

Reverend Robext H. Taylor
Caldwell Hall

Catholic Univexrsity of Americs
Washington 17, b. C. .

Dear Father Taylow,

Bince Christmss is approsching, I am wondering
whether you have planned to come back to the Dioccese, If
so, I will be pleasaed to assign you to usuc at one of the
parishes in the west at Christmas, ,

. - T trust that your work has beern pleasant and
profitable. We have returned from Rome with much experience
but without too many definite decisions made, However, it

is nice to be back in Winona even though the temperatuxe
has fallen below zexo today.

With kindest regards and best wishes, I remain
sincercly yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

RT000081
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February 6, 1963

Reverend Robert H. Taylor
Caldwell Hall

Catholic Universty of America
Wl!hinat‘.on 1{7' D,i; 0'.

Dear Father Taylox,

1 was very pleased to receive your intexesting
and detiailed letter aoncerning your course at C. U. thus
fax, 1 am happy to hear that you have successfully com-
pleted the first semester and have entered upon your work
for the second period.

We are enclosing herewith oux check for $100 to
cover cost of texts, etc. which are necessary for your
course.

We are at last having spring-like weather after
several waeks of extreme cold. Fortunately, we have not

had any sericus illness and all the pxiests are at their
posts of duty.

With kindest regards, I remain

Sincerely yours in Ghriét,

Bishop of Winona

enc,
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July 12, 1963

Reverend Robert H. Taylor
Catholic University of America
Caldwell Hall

Washington 17, D. C.

Dear Father Taylor,

. We hwn today dcpoait:cd to your account: No.

‘&t the Merchants Bank in Winona a cheek for $420.13 to cover

the invoice @f your summer lchoal. oxponun ac :he Ca::houe

University,

I am pleased to hear that you have ‘done well in
your course work and particularly pleased to hear that you
shiould havs your work completed and be aligible for'a degree
in January, 1964. You may arrange to ra-register at the.
Catholic University in September. We will look foxrward to
your resumption of teaching duties at 5t, Mary' s conoge and

‘the aeuli.nary for the second sqmstc:.

aar prem that you wil.l soon be’ ret:urning home and
I will be pleased if you would be able to. asdist
until August 20 when . w.n raport
as assistant, I have transferred
as of July 31, but I do not know Just when you will
be able to report. It will, hovnver, ka after your summer
gchool and yau: return home. e EEL

Evorything 18 moving ni.cel.y in the Diocese, and
18 buay arungi.ns ﬂor the coming school
year. LA
With kindest regétdd T veiiain
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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July 12, 1963

Reverend Robert H. Taylor
Catholic University of America
Caldwell Hall

Washington 17, D. C.

Dear Father Taylor,

We have today deposited to your account No. 56-004
at the Merchants Bank in Winona a check for $420.15 to cover
the invoice of your summer school expenses at the Catholic
University.

1 am pleased to hear that you have done well in
your course work and particularly pleased to hear that you
should have your work completed and be eligible for a degree
in January, 1964. You may arrange to re-register at the
Caiholic University in September., We will look forward to
your resumption of teaching duties at St. Mary's College and
the Seminary for the second semester.

T presume that you will soon be returning home and
I will be pleased if you would be able to assist Father Glymn
at Adrian until August 20 when Father John Wera will report
as assistant, I have transferred Father Weidert to Pius X
Parish as of July 31, but 1 do not know just when you will
be able to report. It will, however, be after your summex
school and your return home.

Everything is moving nicely in the Diocese, and
Monsignor MeGinnis is busy arranging for the coming school
year . '

Witk kindest regards, I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
RT000453



Kugust 12, 1963

Reverend Robart H. Taylor
Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary
Texrrace Heights

Winona, Minnesota

Dear Father Taylor,

We have just received a statement from Catholia
Univessity accounting department for an invoice totaling
§315 with a oredit of §215 paid July 10, indicating the
amount of $100 still due, In July we raceived a letter
from you stating that you had given the Catholic Univerasity
a check for $420,13 #nd we deposited this amount as you
requested to your sccount in the Maxchants Bank.

I wish that you would be able to take care of

‘this matter since they are urgently asking payment of
the amount due,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

MG
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Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary

Terrace Heights
WINONA, MINNESOTA

September 3, 1963

His Excellency

The Most Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald, D.D.
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

In your letter regarding the bill at Catholic University, you stated
that you received a letter from me stating I had given the University a
check for $420.15. I believe 1 stated that because of a new system of bill-
ing it would be simpler for me to pay it rather than have multiple billings
to you. This seems to be ascertained by the confusion of the billing.

The first billing was for two courses congisting of four Graduate
Hours Credit at $40.00 each, for a total of $160.00. There was also a
$5.00 registration fee for a total tuition fee of $165.00. My room and
board at Caldwell was $150.00, for a total of $315,00.

The second billing was for $80.00 for an audit of a course from which
T was excused as a requirement but since it is necessary for comprehensive,
I was advised to audit it. This audit cost $80.00 and this plus the $315.00
gives a total of $395.00., The difference of $395,00 and $420.15 is $25.15
which was the total, 1 believe, of my book bill, These various eccounts
are payable at different offices and when I return to the University I ghall
investigate the $100.00 still due to see if it is an oversight or a mistake.

1f you so desire, I can send the cancelled checks as well as the
transcript of credits as proof of the courses I took this summer,

The work to my degree is progressing very rapidly and I am now in the
midst of preparing the final draft for my thesis. According to your wishes
1 should be able to return to Saint Mary's College in the first part of
February 1964. However, in the fall semester I will have eertain elective
coursee and I would like to know whether I should enroll for the terminal
degree or whether you expect me to continue my work in the summers. TIf I
enroll as a terminal degree I will have a choice in these electives but should
you wish me to continue my work in the summers I will have to take courses
which are only offered during the: scholastic year.

I would also like to advise you that until I return to the Diocese
1 find it impossible to continue payment on my Diocesan Development Fund
because of the added cost of transportation, books and educational materials

and the general higher cost of living in Washington.

1 shall be returning to Washingten in another two weeks.

rfzrfgkﬁgiently youri¢;%7£§rist,
Reverend Robert Taylor
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September 5, 1963

Reverend Robart H. Taylor

.- Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary
- -Terrace Heights

--finur Futhar‘ 'mylnt. ‘

-Winonn. Minnaaoea

e St f ehak you for your latter of Saptembor3 and am

plessed to racaivo the' explanation concerning the account

~with ‘the Catholic University. I trust that you:will be.
able to straighten it ocut with them upom your reglstration

v flor ‘the ‘new-semestex, ' It 18 not ‘necessary for me to re-

o aaivt yaﬁr ¢¢ua¢1ad chadkn on ehiu aoaaunn. cre,

I am pleased to hear of the prugrass of ydur work

tuward the degree and truet that ovarychtns will be satis-

;,flutnntly completad 8o as to make possible. your return to
. clahsaa at St. Hary'n Collage in rebruury, 1964.

L

I do not hnv« any plans fox you: to«nuntinue wnrk'

- ia the -gummer -toward any degree after the M. A, has: been

nb;ained.. xharazore you may arrange your registration ae-
cordingly and take advantagae of aloctiva aubjectl which mny
bc uneful for your £uture work, i : : ,

e Thnnk you for ‘the copy oﬁ your w111 whioh wer hava
received. ' We have placed it on f£ile hewxe in the Chancery,

With kindest regards and very beat wishes for

: your success during this eoming aqmaaner. I remain

sincetely youra ‘in Chriat. .

. 104 > 03

Bishop of Winona
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January 23, 1964

Reverend Robert H. Taylor
Caldwell Hall '

Catholic University of America
Washington, D. C, _

Deaxr Father Taylorx,

I am happy to hear that you are completing your
work and that you will be able to return shortly after the
308h of Januaxry. I have notified the Seminary and St. Mary's
College that you will be available for classes during the
second semester. They are happy to have you to relieve the
problem of adequate instruction for the students, I am
#lso happy to know that you will be back on the faculties
of those institutions to give the students. the benefit of
the educational programs that you hava absorbed during the

past one and one~half years.

I am enclosing herewith a chack for $150.00 to
PAy the expenses indicated in your letter and to assist
in your transportation expenses on the return journey.

Sinceraly in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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THE NEW CATHOLIC ENCYCLOPEDIA

THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA, WASHINGTON 17, D.C. Telephone 529-6000

February 6, 1964

Most Reverend Edward A, Fitzgerald, D.D.
255 Harriet Street
Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

I regret very much that a recent death and sicknes$ have made
it necessary for Father Robert Taylor to give up his graduate
work and begin teaching in the second semester, He told me
that it was absolutely necessary for him to leave and he looked

forward to his teaching assignment,

Father Taylor received his M.A, recently and was already well
embarked on a program toward the doctorate in Greek and Latin
and Medieval Studies. He has already completed courses in
Greek and Latin Grammar, Methodology and Bibliography, Greek
and Latin Composgition, Medieval Latin, Anclent History, and
courses in Latin authors, Furthermore, he has passed his
French and German examinations, It would take him about a
year and a half as 2 minimum to complete his work for the PhD.
He has further course work to take in both Greek and Latin,
followed by comprehensive examinatlons, and he will have to
write a doctoral dissertation., Both in his courses and in
his master's dissertation, he has shown that he is a student
of superior ability and we recommend definitely that he con-
tinue his wotk for the doctorate,

Accordingly, we would be very happy indeed if it would be
possible for Father Taylor to return to the University at
a later date to complete his work for the doctorate.

Respectfully yours,

P,S, T am heavily engaged in work on the New Catholic Encyclopedia,
but I still give two courses in Greek and Latin, and direct a
few doctoral dissertations,
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February 10, 1964

Rede R

M£mor nt,areok and latin..
. .Catholle University of Amrtcn
- Waskington' 17, D, e. a1

Dur poc.t:or N . R _
’ 1 am very ;m:aml to ‘you. for ym ﬂ:l.ne letter
“Qﬁ Jgnum;y 6. for the pommendations of Father Robert Taylor.
" Yonig Letiter has confirmed my opinion of him-and I hope
that- someday we may peemit him to raturm to. ehc Uni.vorsi.t:y
- dmphn m-:mk for chc ‘doatoratd, i

By At ‘the pxai-m: ci.mu, howwar. we mmf his ser-
vl.can qo providu the isportant Latin courges for our
_ seminarians. - He has always. ‘shown_himdelf to be an excellent
" tescher and I am suxe that with the sdditional training he
has veceived he will be even movre effective.

wit:h Idndem: regards, I remm

I, Vi TR :,1-:.:'-:'. 2. ml :‘3 e

smctru’ty yms in Christ, -

Bishop of Winona
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Decenber 5, 1264

Reverend Rober:t H. Taylor
Trmaculate Heart of Mary Seminary
Terrace Helghts

Winong, Minnesota

Dear Father Taylor,

Monsigonor Rvean of Slaytem has asked that you nelp
him with the spiriitual work at Slaytom for Christmas this
year. I am happy to assign you ©o rhis aid so that yowu
may also be able to visit your home and parents on
Chyristmas Day.

®indly notify Monsignor Ryan when you will be
able to report for cmiifesslons.

Sincerely in Chyist,

Bishop of Winona

ce: Momsignor Ryan

RT000449
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October 2, 1967

Reverend Robert H. Taylor
Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary
Terrace Heights

Winona, Minnesota

Dear Father Taylor,

This 18 to acknowledge your letter of recent date
requesting an appointment with me to speak about problems
and programs at the college and seminary.

I am always pleased to welcome any priest at my
office when I am here. Customarily I am in the office
every day from 8:00 in the morning until 5:00 p.m, unless
I have been called to other appointments in the Diocese.
Accordingly, whenever it is convenient for. you, you may
call the office and if I am in the city and present I will
be most happy tospeak with you as I am always anxious to
hear suggestions as to how we might improve our apostolate.

Thanking you for your interest and for your co-
operation, I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

RT000091
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June 6, 1968

Reverend Robert H. Taylor, S.T.L., M.A.
Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary
Terxrace Heights

Winona, Minnesota

Daax PFather Taylor,

I thank you for your letter of recent date in regard
to the departure of - _ from the 18 years of
service as instructor and as rector of the Seminary. I appre-
clate very much your expression of gratitude for the faithful
and unselfish service that he has rendered throughout those
years. He has left an enduring influence on the many young men
who were privileged to Be under his guidance and direction during
those years, and I am sure that their prayers will continue with
him as he moves into the apostolate of pastoral life in a parish.

I fully recognize the deep debt that the Diocese of
Winona owes to him in this great work of service in helping to
build and develop the priesthood in the Diovese which we now
have, More than one-half the priests cf the Diocese have passed
under his influence; for that we are most grateful.

It is impossible to adequately express in a monetary
fashion the appreciation we have for him and his woxrk as well as
for mll the priests who have served the Seminary. We realize
full well that money could not possibly buy such unselfish service,
and I am sure that i 18 well aware of the high
estaem in which he is held by all who know him, and particularly

by me, his Bishop.

I would bae happy to set up a scholarship in his honor
for the family from which he came, but I do not have any funds
available for that specific purpose since all the funds I recaive,
with the exception of those which are specifically marked for the
scholarship fund, have been used through the years to meet the
heavy e xpensedsof educating seminarians and priests, and parti-
cularly furnishing some of the priests with graduate studies

RT000092




RgVerend Robert H. Taylor
Jurig¥s, 1968

A Any funds that are indicated in the scholarship list
hdonplete are specifically indicated by the donoxr, some of

Plan to and are building up that scholarship through the
by their savings and generous contributions for which we

g the past year the educational program of seminaries and
e smdiea for the priests cost $45,000.00. . A large poxtion
la_has come from the Bishop's Lay Committee forx Vocations
ai{d (4180 from particular donations given to me at various tines
in@'gisces by priests as an expression of their cooperation and

& to help.

‘7, 1 am sure that will not be offended
; %§11ura to accept your recommendation to set up a scholar-

hat kind.

with gratitude and thanks for your interest and sug-
I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

RTO000093
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CC: Father Literski

Fe £ t F rosent date in vegard
o the departure of Moasignoy Maelnnls from the 18 years of
servics as instructor and as rector of the Seminary. I zpbre-
clate very much vour expression of gratitude for the faithful
andd unselfish se s that he has rendered throughout thosa
vears, He has L enduring influence on the many young kaen
who were privileged o be under nis guidance and dirsction durin
those years, and I am sure that rhoir prayers will continue with
him as he poves inte the apostolate of pastoral life in a pavish

£ gty i the deep debt that the Diccess of
to him in this great work of service in helping to
testhood in the Diogese which we novw

&
9
§

Winoua owaes
build and desvelop the »

o
heve. More than one-half the priests ¢f the Diccese have passed
undaz his influence; For that we are most grateaiul.

s in 2 nonekary

It is iwpossible to adeguately expra
fashion the appraciation we have for him and his work as well as
for a1l the vriasts who have ssrved the Seminary. We realize
full well that money could not possibly buy such neelfish servies,
and T am sure that Monsignor Me@innis is well aware of the high
sstes: in which he is held by all who kaow i, and particularly
hy me, his Bishop.

1 would be hapoy to seb up a scholarship in his honet
for the farily from which he came, but I do not have any funds
available for that spaciflic purpose since all the funds I zecelve,
with the oxception of those which are spacifically marked for tha
scholarship fund, have besen used thyous pars to meet the
heavy a2 xpensedscf sducating geminaria asts, and parti-
cularly furnishing some of the priest uazta studies
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neverand Robert H. Taylor

b

which ars vary necesgary to Caryy oa our curyiouluri.

dny funids that ar2 indicaked in the scholarship list
as inconslials are gpecifically indicatec A by the donor, sow: oI
whom plan to and avs 131 that scholiarship through the
vyears by their saviongs and g@neroas contributions for which we
ara deeplf gxat&fmla

whe income only can be used for educational pUrpoOBEs.
puring the past year the aducational program of seam minaries ani
graduate sndies for the priests cost 44;,~Ju,39 A large portiocn
oL i2 has come from the Bishog o'y Lay Comnittee for vocations
and also from pay tlﬂulak dﬁnatlgﬁ$ given to me at varicus tl. S8

and nlaces by prissts as an expression of their cooperation and

Jesire to helw.

T aw sure that Monsigoaor MoGinnis will not be cffended
at my failure to acreph Yyour recommendation to set up a scholar-
st of that kind.

With gratitude and thanks for vour interest andt sug-
gestions, I ramain

sincerely vours in Chyist,

RT000451
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June 6, 1968

raverend Robert H. Taylor, S8,T7.L., M.A.
St. Mary'a College

Terrace Heights

Winona, Minnesota

Dear Father Taylor,

: of St. Mary's College has informed me
that the College has formuliated a plan for the coming year in
which they are endeavoring to promoteé learning centers in the
dormitories on the campus of St. Mary's College. With the in-
creasing number of students it has been considered desirable
that additional faculty members be assigned for residence in the
student dormitories where they will serve as hall counselors and
as moderators to encourage a more studious attitude on the part
of all, They are assigning a number of faculty Brothers to this
work, but they have also suggested that psrhaps you would be:
available to assist them in this particular educational project.

HaVing_aonqggared the matter seriously and prayerfully
and having consulted‘as.to the needs of the Seminary, I believe
that it is possib le t&"parmit you to accept their invitation for
full time residence at St. Mary's College instead of at the
Seminary, At the same time you could also serve as chaplain for
the Sisters of Guadalupe at Cotter Hall.

owing to the decreasing number of students at the
Seminarxy, it has been decided that one floor of Leo Hall will be
vacated this coming year so that the need of faculty members
presiding on each corridor is lessendd.

I am grateful to you for your help at the Seminary
during the years and I trust that you will be able through your
classes to influence the young men from the Seminary to aspire
to spiritual development as priests as well as to intellectual

growth,
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

RT000094
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October 22, 1969

Raverend Robert H. Taylor
St, Mary's College
Tarrace Hoaights

Winona, Minnesota

Dear Father Taylor,

I am pleased to appoint you as administrator of HolyCross
Parish of Dakota with all the faculties, duties, rxights, and privi-
leges which an administrator has in accordance with the Code of
Canon Law (canons 472, 473).

has told me of his conversation with you
and of your willingness to assume this responsibility. I am
pleaged that you will be able to care for this parish in addition
to the many dutiez you have at St. Mary's College. I would appre-
ciate it much if you would take over the full care of the parish
this weekend, October 25 and 26. I would also be pleased if you
would arvange to offer Mass there one other time during the week
and take carae of all special devotions.

You will be entikled to a2 salary in accord with the
special legislation in regard to salaries of priaests which was
igsued on October 2, 1968, and which became effective on January 1,
1969. I shall enclose a copy of this legislation. Your parish
and Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary should each pay one-half of
your salary as described in this legislation,

I wish at this time to thank you for your wonderiul
priestly work exercised at St. Mary's College, I am sure that you
will give the People of God of your new parish the same attention
which you have given to all your tasks in the past.

With kindest personal greetings and a request for your
prayers, I remain

Fraternally yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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cc: Msgr. Literski October 22, 1969
Fr. Berrum ”

neverand Robart H. Taylox
g+, Mary'e College
Terrace Helghts

Winona, Mianaesota

Dear Father Taylor,

I am pleased to appoint you as administrator of HolyCrces
parish of Dakota with all the faculties, duties, rights, and privi-
lages which an administrator has in accordance with the Code of
canon Law (canons 472, 473)., :

Monsignor Tighe has told me of hig conversation with you
and of your willingness to assume this responsibility. I am
pleased that you will be able to care for this parish in addition
to the many duties you have at St. Mary's College. I would appre-
ciate it much if vou would take over the foll care of the parish
this weekend, COcikober 25 and 26. I would also be pleasaed LE you
would arrange to offer Mass there one other time during the wask
and take cars of all special devotions.

vou will be entified to 3 salary in sccord with the
zpecial legizlation in regard to salaries of priests which was
issuad on Qctober 2, 1968, and which becamne effective on January L,
1968, I shall enclose & copy ©of this legislation. Your parish
and Immaculate Hesrt of Mary Seminary should sach pay one~half of
your salary as described in this legislation.

T wish at this time te thank you foxr your wonderful
priestly work ogercisad at 8&t. Mary's College. I am sure that you
will give the People of God of your new parish the same attention.
which vou have given to all your tasks in the past.

with kindest personal greetings and a reguest for your
prayers, I remain

Fraternally yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

RT000468



Saint %ry'a eollege

October 24, 1969

Most Reverend Loras J. Watters
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota 55987

Dear Bishop Watters,

I thenk you for the letter of appolntment to Holy Cross parish
of Dakota. ' I fully realize that it will be an extra burden,

but I feel that it can be organized into more of a regular sched-
ule than the present substitution route on weekends. If I find
that it is too burdensome or that I cannot adequately assume

this regular pastoral work, I shall inform you and ask to be re-
lieved, Concomitantly, I would be pleased if you would inform
me if the people of the parish do not feel that they have ade-

quate coverage.

I really do not know enything about the financial condition of
the perish and I am not prepared to meke any recommendations in
that ares at this time. However, for the record, it does not
geem that the parish should assume one-half of my salery when
proportionately, they will have very little of my time. After
things get settled down, probably this should be re-assessed.

eace and love in Christ.

T e Jaglor

Rev. Robert H. Taylor

WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987
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August 14, 1970

Reverend Robert H, Taylor
St. Mary's Collage
Terrace Helights

Winona, Minnesota

Dear Father Taylor,

In accord with our recent conversation I am
pleased to appoint you pastor of Holy Cross Church, Dakota,
and Precious Blood Church, La Moille, effective August 20,
I commit to you the full care of souls of those parishes
in .accord with the Code of Canon Law and our diocesan
statutes,

I thank you, Father Taylor, for your kindness in
assuning this responsibility. I am sure that you will give
the same kind attention to the people of Precious Blood

Parish which you have shown to those of Holy Croas, Dakota.
With kindest regards and prayers, I remain

Fraternally yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

RT000097




Saint Mary's College

August 18, 1970

Most Rev. Loras Watters
Diocese of Winone

275 Harriet Street
Winona, Minnesota 55987

Dear Bishop,

T want to acknowledge and thank you for the appointment as

pastor of Holy Cross in Dakota and Precious Blood in LaMoille.

I have to admit that it is not until the rereading of your
letter that I finally realize that it is an appointment as
pastor for Dakota.

Last evening we had a meeting of the parents of grade school
children for the religious education program. I have engaged

ag the coordinator of religious lmstruction. We
have an exciting program for the first eight grades. The high
school area still is "up-in-the-air”.

As of yet, we have made no declsion sbout the Sunday Mass
schedule. More than likely, we will go to & Saturday evening
Mass schedule at one of the parishes, '
In His love and mine,
s "
¥
Rev. Robert H. Taylor

RHT/ jsk

WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

RTO000098
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First Quarter Report
BUREAU OF PRIESTS' REYIREMENT year
Diocese of Winona
Name and Address
l— Rev. Robert H, Taylor
Saint Mary's College
Winona, MN 55987
1st Quarter 2nd Quarter 3rd Quarter 4th Quarter
Quarterly Quarterly Quarterly Quarterly
Assessment Assessment Assessment Assessment
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$ ' $ $ $
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$ $ $ $ ==
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= $ $
Date Paid Date Paid Date Paid Date Paid
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5 s | s $
FINAL BILLING
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PARISH [
INSTIT. O

o 2 =

" Yearly Assessment

ARREARS NOW DUE

Thank you

Winona Printing Co. 1-M-772-17265
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To Whom It May Concerns:
This is to certify that

The Reverend Robert H. Taylor

is an ordained priest of the Diocese of Winona. He
is authorized to assist at marriages accordingtto the

ecclesiastical canons of the Roman Catholic Church;

Given at the Office of the Chancellor, Winona, Minnesota,

on this 22nd day of May in the year 1972,

Rev, Msgr. Emmett F. Tighe
Chancellor, Diocese of Winona

RT000100
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SMay 23, 1972

Clerk of Court

La Crosse County

County Court’ House

La Crosse, Wisconsin 54601

Dear Sir:

The Reverend Robert H. Taylor, pastor of Holy
Ccross Church in Dakota, Minnesota, is to assist at a
wedding ceremony in La Crosse on Saturday, May 27.
Through an oversight we neglected to send you the cre-
dentials attesting to the fact that he is an ordained
priest in good standing in the Diocese of Winona.

We are happy now to send you thils certification
and ask that he be registered in your office. May we
also ask that after he has been registered you return
the certificate to him at Holy Cross Church, Dakota,
Minnesota 55925, so that he may have it by Saturday,
and that you send us assurance that he has been so

reglatered,

Thank you very much for this favor.

Sincerely yours,

Rev. Msgr. Emmett F. Tighe
Chancellor

Enclosure

RT000101
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Uhueeh of All Saints

MADISON LAKE, MINNESOTA 56063
SKeptember 10, 1975

Rev, Robert Taylor, Sec-Treas
Bureau of Priests Retirement
Diocese of Winona
Winona, Minnesota

Dear Father Taylor,

I write to you, asking your kind attention to process the

benefits to which is now entitled.

He was 68 on

In assuming the responsibility of Vernon Center Parish,

he did so with the assurance from Bishop Watters that his income
would be implemented by the Diocese, until he reached his 68th

birthday. At his 68th birthday, the Bureau would take over.

He negotiated with the trustees of the parish for a
salary of $200,00.per month.

However, he owns his own home, and has been paying for
domestic ‘expense and utitilties which he estimates at $150.00
per month, out of his own pocket.

In addition, he h as taken nothing for car expense,

He certainly qualifies for re-imbursement from the
Priests Retirement Fund, according to Article XIII on page

6,

I precommend that you begin these payments, starting
with August 1, 1975. 1T also ask your kindness in doing this
immediately. Should there he any aspects of his status
that you need to clarify, please do sO with )
and also the Ordinary if it is necessary.

Thanking you for your prompt consideration of this

matter, I am
oy

Fraternalty yours in Christ,

RT000102
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
275 HARRIET STREET
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

Offioe of the
Bishop

Oct, 6, 1975

The Reverend Robert Taylor
Bureau of Priests' Retlrement
St. Mary's College

Winona, MN

Dear Father Taylor,

Just a note to accompany the enclosed letter &
As all of us agreed previously, I've accepted the resignation and
re-appointed with the understanding

that he would work out satisfactory arrangements with the Parish Councll. His
letter indicates that he is recelving $100,00 a month as salary and $100.00
for board. I belleve that he does qualify for 1/2 the monthly retirement benefit

from the Bureau.

With kindest personal greetings and gratitude for your work with the Bureau,
I remain :

Fraternally In Christ,

e ) Wil

}3 shop of/ Winona

RT000103



DIOCESE OF WINONA
275 HARRIET STREET

WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

Office of tha
Bishop

Oct. 6, 1975

The Reverend Robert Taylor
Bureau of Priests' Retirement
St. Mary's College

Winona, MN

Dear TFather Taylor,

Just a note to accompany the enclosed letiter to Reverend Monsignor William
P. Schimek. As all of us agreed previously, I've accepted the resignation and
re-appointed Monsignor Schimek pastor of St. Matthews with the understanding
that he would work out satisfactory arrangements with the Parish Council. His
letter indicates that he is receiving $100,00 a month as salary and $100.00
for board, I believe that he does qualify for 1/2 the monthly retirement benefit

from the Bureau.

With kindest personal greetings and gratitude for your work with the Bureau,
I remain

Fraternally in Christ,

e -y
Bishop of Winona

RT000448



Church of All Saints

MADISON LAKE, MINNESOTA 66063

April 9, 1978

Most Rev. Loras J. Watters, D. D.
Bishop of Winona

Dear Bishop Watters,

Your very kind and gracious letter of April 6 really
made me '"ride the waves" for a little while. I write
to sincerely thank you for thoughtful expression of my
priestly work in the Dioceése over the years.

My roots are . deep in the Diocese. going back to
Before 1860 when - gsettled
in this area from I have always desired to give

something back to God for this blessing. Your letter
indicates that I have succeeded a little bit at least.

I am grateful too, that you are willing to have me
continue as pastor of All Saints. I will do my best
to fulfill the responsibilities which are required for
the spiritual well-being of the parishioners. And as
time goes along you will find me cooperative with your
recommendations and suggestions by which this spiritual
health is maintained. In turn, I will be very forthright
and honest with you when I judge that I am not measuring
up to what the good people of the parish are entitled to
in pastoral care and service.

Your kindness in stopping by personally on April 4
was a lovely gesture. It was the last thing in my mind,
of course, that such would happen. I had a scheduled
meeting with my income-tax consultant in Rochester. It
was a good day to get it over with.

Age is very deceptive. I do not feel any older than
I did when I was first ordained. Yet in many ways it
must show, but about which one is never quite aware. It
is really a strange experience. Maybe the clue will come
when my drives don't travel 200 yards any more.

Let me assure you of my ccoperation with you in your
heavy responsibillities. The "maverick' in my make-up may
surface occasionally, but it will be as proof of my loyalty
to you in your truly selfless and dedicated devotion to
charter sound policies, especially for the Priests of the
Diocese,

So, in the words of the old Maryknoll Missionary in

" China, "we will keep on keeping on."

With kind Adersgnal greetings, I am

Respectfulgysyouys in Unr;nt,

RT000104
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april 18, 1978

The Reverend Robert H. Taylor, Pastor
Holy Cross Church
Dakota, Minn. 55925

Dear Father Taylor,

The grace and peace of God Our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ be with you and the people of Holy Cross and Precious
Blood Parishes you are serving so well in His Namel

In a letter this week to the priests of the Diocese of
Winona I will be stating my intention to continue to imple-
ment our term-of-office policy, not legalistically, but with
pastoral concern for both priests and people.

in advance of that letter, I am writing to you to say that
T find good reason, at least at present, to ask you to remain
another year as pastor at Dakota and LaMoille., I know that
ministry in these parishea is convenient in terms of work at
St. Marys College and management of the diocesan portfolio;
and at present I do not find that consideration for other
priests or pastoral needs of the diocese suggest a change.

With kindest personal greetings, renewed gratitude for the
gservice you give in so many ways to the Chuxch in the Diocese

of Winona, and a request for your prayers, I remain,

Fraternally in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

RT000105
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DIOCEST OF WINONA
5% WIST SASBORY

VEOINTIN AL MINNEROTA nhedd

PO Box Zie

Qifice of the
Tl S0 544043

Rishop

August 26, 1978

The Reverend Robert H, Taylor
Saint Mary's College
Winona, MN

Dear Pather Taylor,

you a copy of "Administrative Offices of the

Under separate cover I am sending
As you will re-

Diocese of Winona, Financial Statements as of june 30, 1978",
the Diocesan Board of Consultors recommended that I contract with Arthur

call,
for the preparation of a limited audit or review of all diocesan

Andersen & Co.
finances.

happy to follow that recommendation

Even at the cost of about $10,000 I was
professional help of an ac-

hecause there were many good reasons to request the
counting firm at this time.

First of all, Sister Helen Marie and Pather Schmilz have worked very hard to make
the change from the previously used system of bookkeeping and accounting which
served the diocese well for many years because of the skill of Miss Theresa Walter
and the dedication of Monsignor Emmett Tighe (O the one recently mandated by the
National Conference of Catholic Bishops; they more than deserved to have even the
smallest detail of their year-long efforts reviewed and validated by a professional
firm. In addition, Sister Helen Marie, Father Schmitz and I want to be certain that
the new system is sound, complete, understandable by those who use it each day,
and productive of monthly reports which will be helpiwl to all of us.

Secondly, I know that I am accountable 1o the diocesan Church for at least hav-
ing on file here in the Diocesan Pastoral Center a complate and up-to-date statement
of the financial status of all money entrusted to my administration,

Thirdly, I need ail the facts regarding diocesan assets, liabilities and fund bal-
ances if I am to make sound decisions regarding the availability of money for pos-
sible new diocesan programs or for loans Lo the increasing number of parishes re-

i

gquesting them.

And finaily, I need to know how much money the Office of Finances will need to

receive on a regular basis (monthly, I believe we have now agreed) from the port-

folic and that that amount will be avatllable.

ersen & Co. made a presenta-
978, at the Consultors meet-
e report was "Preliminary

"
the Censultors, was in

Mr, Fugene Wise and Mr. Ronald Ruzsh of Arthur And
1

tion regarding our financial statements as of June 30,

ing in Albert Lea last Thursday. They emphasized that

and Tentative" and so marked the copies distributed Lo I
part responsible for the incompletencss of their work wliich they anF&LI'GCIi(‘MZg us found
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disappointing; I had asked to have the report before leaving for Rome on Monday,
August 28th., Even though four other members of their staff worked very hard for

over two weeks, they still were not able to review all the documentation they need-

ed téoreheck.

Since the repbrt is gtill in its preliminary stage, Mr, Wise, Mr. Rush and I are
anxious to have your help in making the final reviston as complete and correct as
With this letter, then, I ask you to study the entire document, giving

possible,
"Notes to Financial Statement"

special attention (o pages 2 through 5 of the section,
As you will see, these are the pages dealing with the diccesan investments. It is
important, as you well realize, that the statements reqarding the real estate invest-
ments be accurate because the finalized version will be given to the Consultors and
to the Diocesan Pastoral Council's Finance Committee and perhaps published in a

slightly condensed form.

Your records are the only place this complete information can be found; I am now
asking you to supply to Mr. Wise and Mr. Ruzh all the details regarding the present
status of the portfolio as well as other informaktion faey may request regarding the

purchase prices and all other related transactions.

The investments in Georgia and Arizona have been and conlinue to be of more thar
a little concern; at the same time, however, 1 believe that they should be evaluated
in light of efforts being made to protect the investments, the possibility of an early
sale of the property, and the over—all performance of the diversified portfolic, I am
convinced that in fairness to you and to me the history of the investments should b
reviewed with Mr. Wise and Mr. Rush, with that background information they will
be in a much better position to strike a better balance in their presentation of this
complicated matter than they were able to do in this first draft of their report.

Also, the history of the account at Loewi's which is shown as $654,987 at 9 1/29
interest under "Accounts Payable" on the RBalance Sheet should be reviewed. It is my
hope that as the real estate is sold this endebtedness will also be resolved.

I am most anxious Lo have Arthur Andersen & Co. follow their usual prccedures (n
order they can give us the benefil of a complete report regarding all diocesan finance
Both of us know that the portfclio has grown over recent years; perhaps it has arrivec
at the point where smaller returns should be accepted together with decreased risk.
This question becomes all the more important as the Diocesan Pastoral Center will
soon receive the income from the sale of the land in Owatonna and the Newman Cente
in Mankato. At present, I am inclined to say that this money should be put in 3
separate endownment fund with the interest earmarked for the Newman Apostolate in

the diocese,

Once again, Father Taylor, I want Lo thank you for your careful attention to the
many important decisions and detailed record keeping involved in your management of
the diocesan portfolio, Also, I wanl to express my gratitude for the heip you will
be giving Mr. Wise and Mr, Rush as they complete the same type ol professional
review of the finances of this diccese as they have done in many others.

Y

I look jorward to discussing the completed report with you when I return Oct., 1.

With kindest personal greetings, a promise of prayers in Rome, and a request

for yours, I remain Praternally in (RT000447

~re Sicter Talen Marie  Pr. Schmitz, Fr. Brom Bishop of Winona
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
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August 26, 1978

The Reverend Robert H, Taylor
gaint Mary's College
Winona, MN

Dear Father Taylor,

Under separate cover I am sending you a COpY of "Administrative Offices of the

Diocese of winona, Financial Statements as of June 30, 1978", As you will re-
sultors recommended that 1 contract with Arthur

call, the Diocesan Board of Cont
Andersen & Co. for the preparation of a limited audit or review of all diocesan

iinances.

f about $10,000 I was happy to follow that recommendation

Even at the cost ©
quest the professional help of an ac-

because there were many good reasons [0 re
counting firm at this time.

First of all, . have worked very hard to make
the change from the previously used system of bookkeeping and accounting which

served the diocese well for many years pecause of the skill of
and the dedication of the one recently mandated by the

National Conference of Catholic Bishops; they more than deserved to have even the
smallest detail of their year-long efforts reviewed and validated by a professional
firm. In addition, i T C and I want to be certain that

the new system is sound, complete, understandable by those who use it each day,
and productive of monthly reports which will be helpiul to all of us.

gecondly, I know that I am accountable to the diocesan Church for at least hav-
ing on file here in the Diocesan Pastoral Center a complete and up-to-dale statement
of the financial status of all money entrusted to my administeation,

Thirdly, I need all the facts regarding diocesan assets, liabilities and fund hal-
ances if 1 am to make sound decisions regarding the availability of money for pos-
sible new diocesan programs or for loans to the increasing number of parishes re-

questing them.

And finally, I need tO know how much money the Office of Finances will need to
receive on a regular basis (monthly, I beliave we have now agreed) from the port-

folio and that that amount will be available,

of Arthur Andersen & Co. made & presenta-
tion regarding our financial statements as of June 30, 1978, al the Consultors meet-
ing in Albert Lea last Thursday. They emphasized that the reporl was "preliminary
and Tentative" and 80 marked tha copies distriputed to the Consultors. 1 was in
part responsible for the incompletencss of their work which they and all of us found

RTO000107
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disappointing; 1 had asked to have the report before leaving for Rome on Monday,

August 28th, Even though four other members of thelr staff worked very hard for
over two weeks, they still were not able to review all the documentation they need-

ed ibrcheck.

Since the report is still in its preliminary stage, and I are
anxlous to have your help in making the final revision as complete and correct as
possible, With this letter, then, I ask you to study the entire document, giving
special attention to pages 2 through 5 of the sectlon, "Notes to Financial Statement",
As you will see, these are the pages dealing with the diocesan investments. It is
important, as you well realize, that the statements regarding the real estate Invest-
ments be accurate because the finalized version will be given to the Consultors and
to the Diocesan Pastoral Council's Finance Committee and perhaps published in a

slightly condensed form.

Your records are the only place this complete information can be found; I am now
asking you to supply to all the details regarding the present
status of the portfolio as well as other information fhey may request regarding the
purchase prices and all other related transactions,

The investments in Georgia and Arizona have been and continue Lo be of more than
a little concern; at the same time, howecver, I believe that they should be cvaluated
in light of efforts being made to protect the investments, the possibility of an early
sale of the property, and the over-all performance of the diversified portfolio. I am
convinced that in fairness to you and to me the history of the investments should be
reviewed with . With thar background informalion they will
be in a much better position to strike a better balance in their presentation of this
complicated matter than they were able to do in this first draft of their report.

Alsc, the history of the account at which is shown as $654,987 at 9 1/2%
interest under "Accounts Payable" on the Balance Sheet should be reviewed, It is my
hope that as the real estate is sold this endebtedness will also be resolved.

i am most anxious to have Arthur Andersen & Co. follow their usual prccedures in
order they can give us the benefit of a complete report regarding all diocesan finances.,
Both of us know that the portfolio has grown over recent years; perhaps it has arrlved
at the point where smaller returns should bhe accepted together with decreased risk.
This question becomes all the more important as the Diocesan Pastoral Center will
soon receive the income from the sale of and the

At present, I am inclined to say that this money should be put in a
separate endownment fund with the interesi earmarked for the in
the diocese,

Once again, Pather Taylor, I want to thank you for your careful attention to the
many important decisions and detailed record keeping involved in your management of
Also, I want to express my gratitude for the help you will
k as they complete the same lype of professional
of this diocese as they have done in many others,

the diocesan portfolio.,
be giving ]
review of the finances

I loock forward to discugsing the completed report with you when I returm Oct, 1.

With kindest personal greetings, a premise of prayers in Rome, and a request
for yours, I remain Fraternally in Christ,

RT000108
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April 27, 1978

The Reverend Robert Taylor
Secretary-Treasurer

Bureau of ‘Priests® Retlrement
Plorvese of Winona

St. Mary's College

Winona, MN

Dear Father Taylor,
Greetings ln the name of the Lord.

This letter 18 to put in writlng the fact that the

“complied with the by~laws of our Bureau ‘of Priests’ Retlre-
mebt and subniitted hls letter of resignation a few days before his 70th
birthday which was on April 4, '1978. 'He has,then, to be reassigned as

' Rather than eccept his resigpation,
1 Indicated that I would be happy to have him continue on as Pastor with
the understanding that we would review this declslon on & yearly basls,
Also, 1 indicated that he w uld be eligible for the 25% paym:nt each. month

from the Bureau.

In hiz reply, ) expressed his delight with how smoothly
all this was arranged and tndicated hls pride (justifiable, I think) in the
gact that he had something to do with the organization of the Bureau,

1f you need any further documentation regarding - - case,
please let me know.

With renewed gratilude and a reqeust for your prayers, Iremaln

Fraternally in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

RT000106
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August 3, 1875

The Reverend Rovert H, Taqu;r//
Secvetary-Treasurer _

Buieau Jf Priests' Retirement
Diocese »f wWinona

St, Mary's College

wWinona, MN

Dear Father Taylor,

The peace of Chelst Jesus be with you aad the wany, many meitbsis of His
pllgrint people yuu are serving ia the diocese of Winona.,

With this letter I wish o putb in wrlting what I sald at the conclusioa of
the productive meeclng of the Retirement Boa:rd of the Bureau of Priests' Reti.e-
ment at 8t. Mary's College yesterday afternoow, In the nanme of the prlests
Of thls dlocese as well as o my own I wlst 2 have the winutes of the meetiay
refleclt the gratltude 2f all of us to you for the efficient and yet pastoral wa;
you carried out the rather demandlinyg services of ihe Bureau dver the past yea:.

Jur retlred brothers In Chrlst continue to be our collaboraiors lu building up
the Church, especlally through their celebration >f Mass and thels reciiatlrn of
the Liturgy of the Hours each day. Afte: 4o and more years Of service i the
peuple entrusied to thelr pastordl care they are lndeed entitled 0 @ retiiern ut
free from apprehension apbout watters flnaacial; they are grateful ta the geueio.s
people of the dlocese as well as o you, the elected representative of the pies-
bytery, for the eificlent way in which the Constitutto, ana By=Laws D8 ihe
Bureau are unplemeanted.

The varlous reports you 'pr'épared for the meeting »f yesterday speak for then~
gelves, 1 kanow that all the priests will join me In thaukiug you fir your cate-
ful supervision Of the purstfollo which has resulted 1 sigatilcant ycowinr of ine
curpls and necessary icome o the Bureau., Alsa, they share my gratitude for ,our
personal interest In each of vwr retlred prothers,

I belleve that the adjustments the Board made io tie light Jof actual experience
will be helpful tv you and to our retlreu priescs; hopeiully, ihey will alsu be
accepted, as a slocere effort to respond (2 the requosts the Board recelved.

Wlith kindest persunal greetings, a speclal blessing, and a request for ;ouy

prayers, I remain
Fraternally in Christ,

: Bishop >f #¥lnona
RTO000109
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January 25, 1980 -

The Reverend Robert H, Taylor
St. Mary's College
Winona, MN 55987

Dear Father Taylor,

Prayerful greetlngs on thig feast of the conversion of Salng Paul "ln whom God's
grace was always at work" (Antiphon for Morning Prayer).

Just about two years ago the Diocesan Consultors recommended that I engage the
gervices of Arthur Andersen & Co. to help wlih the reorganization of our system of
bookkeeping and the development of our new Diocesan Uffice of Finances. Thanks to
the professional competency and hard work of many people here in the Dloz,esan Pastor
al Center who have cooperated with
we have made progress Lo the polit where we can tollow the iecusunenuaciva of che
Andersen Company, of some' of the Dlocesan Consultors, and of othe: experlenced
people tu centrallze all dlocesan finances wn this vne office,

A review of the progress maade since July 1, 1978, snows that our Diocesan Office
has introduced a new and very efficient system of bookkeeping wich has ellminated
any dupllication of owrk In all the other oftices. The next logical step ls to complete
the development by including the supervision and record keeping connecied with the

dlocesan portfolio.

As we both remember, in the summer of 13974 1 needed help with the management
of the portfolio, At that time I ask you to accept that regponsibilicy at least uvntil
I could see how some other equally satisfactory arrangement could be wocked- out,

Jver all these five and a half years I have been most grateful to you for the ef-
flclent way you mangged the diocesan investments. [ appreciated, too, the iact that
in the last few years you also provided for an annual payment 0 the diocese which
in turn bhelped to hold down the diocesan tax on our parishes,

The recently completed yleld analysls by Arthur Andersen & Co. clearly indicated .
the gouod performance of the stock and bonds which you bought and sold. The present- |
ly aatlcipated sale of real estate in both Georgla and’ Arizona will certainly improve

that picture a great deal, i

All this time, too, Father Taylor, I have been mindful of the heavy work load you
contlnue to carry at St, Mary's College and ia your two parlshes; in fairness to you
and to the many, many people yau are spending yourself 1o serve ln the name of the
Lord Jesus I now want t> take what skeps I can to reduce It.

RT000110
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January 25, 1980

There ls the further congideration, of course, that I must look to the future
and try to make the best possible provislons for the necessary continuity in the
supervision and management of something as important as the diocesan tnvest-
ments, It Is only within ttic last few months that I have been convinced that
our Diocesan Qffice of Plnances has progressed tu the point where it caa accept
thig addttlonal_ responsibllity aad serve the diocese as well a5 you have these
past years in thls speclalized way,

With this letter, then, I am asking you to help m: integrate the supervision of
the poitiolio wnia the Diocesan Offlce of Plnances as of February 15, 1980, when
. will ba prepared to accept Lt,

As fRr the management of the investments after the mlddle of next month, the
Dlocesan Offlce will continue the contract with -
contact other companies as well, Also, in keeping with the recommeandation of
Arthur Aadersen & Co. and the Dlocesan Board of Consultors, I will organize a
Flunance Commltiee of qualified people to help ‘state the goals and objectives
for ‘which you and I have been working and evaluate the performance of the ilim(sj
which will be hired to provide the needed services,

Naturally, = and I will need help

during this period >f wansition. May I ask you to mee:r with us at a regulariy
scheduled time every; week o> two untll the end >f the present discal year? I will
be most appreclatlve of whatever ydu car do to assist ma complete the organization
Of the Diocesan Office  of Finances as It accepts thz responsibillty for the super-
viston of the dlocesan portfolla. .

With renewed gratitude for your splendid work in the difficult fiela of flnances
durlag these past years of inflatlon and with a8 speclal blessing, I remaln

Fraternally in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

cc;

RT000111
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July 28, 1982

The Reverend Robert H. Taylor, Pastor
Church of the Holy Cross
Dakota, MN

Dear Father Taylor,

Prayerful greetings to you in the name of Christ Jesus who is Lord for ever and
ever! Once again I extend to you and to all the members of your wonderful family
heart-felt and prayerful condolences in your present bereavement; God blessed all
of you with wonderful and holy parents. How good it is to know with the certainty
of faith that part of the joys of heaven will be unending reunion with those we
love, especially the members of our families, in God's glorious presence.

As you know from our pleasant conversations of recent weeks, you have made out-
standing contributions to the members of the faculty, staff, and student body of
St. Mary's College for which they and I are deeply grateful. And this for over twenty
years while at the same time serving on the faculty of Immaculate Heart of Mary Sem-
inary and ministering to the pastoral needs of the people of Holy Cross and Precious
Blood Parishes since 1969 and 1970 respectively. In addition, you have helped your
brother priests in a very special way by administering the affairs of our Bureau of

Priests' Retirement.

All of us in this diocese join you in praising and thanking God that He has
showered His gracious gifts of nature and grace upon you and called you to share in
the pastoral work of Christ Jesus, the true and eternal Highpriest.

It is with a deep sense of our shared responsibility with all our brother priests
in this Diocese for providing the best possible pastoral care for all of our 120,000
brothers and sisters in the Lord that I now appoint you Pastor of the Church of St.
Pius X, Rochester, effective August 18, 1982. I make this appointment in Christ's
name with joy and confidence because I know that sharing in the priesthood of Him
whom the Father sent to assure all people of His love you, too, want tc be missioned

by that same Jesus who is Lord for ever and ever.

I realize that St. Pius X is one of the largest, if not the largest, parish in
the diocese. Your love of the Church universal and your loyalty to the Holy Father
which were nourished during your student days in Rome, your sound priestly spirit-
uality, your long-standing personal involvement in Catholic education, your per-
sonal ministry to the sick, the poor and those confined because of violations of
the law, and your widely recognized accomplishments as a competent administrator
have all prepared you as well as any priest could be to accept this rather unique
ministry of service in this diocesan church. I am grateful to you for your will-
ing cooperation and I assure you of my prayers, interest and support.

will send you the usual documents; may I ask to to sign the re-
quired form and return it to the diocesan pastoral center as soon as possible?
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The Reverend Robert H. Taylor Page 2.

I will be pleased to install you at the 11:30 am Mass on Sunday, August 22nd.
As we both know, this Rite of Installation is appreciated very much by our people
because it is a short but impressive summary of the sacramental roles of their
priest and encourages them to pray for us who are happy to accept the responsi-
bility for their pastoral care.

Do take care in moving; you do need to follow the doctor's directives and
get enough rest. I continue to pray that you will soon be back to good health,
However, should you need additional days before the doctor gives his approval,
please make the necessary arrangements. Even the installation can be delayed a

week or two,

As for I am confident
that you, and can work out an arrangement which will be
satisfactory to all of you and the members of the parish.

With kindest personal greetings, renewed gratitude for your priestly commit-
ment, and a request for your prayers, I remain,

Fraternally in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

P.S. Notice of your appointment is being sent to and
The COURIER of August Sth will carry the Official Announce-

ment of the related appointments, all efective August 18, 1982,
1jw
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July 28, 1982

The Reverend Robert H. Tayloxr, Pastor
Church of the Holy Cross
Dakota, MN

Dear Father Taylor,

prayerful greetings to you in the name of Christ Jesus who is Lord for ever and
ever! Once again I extend to you and to all the members of your wonderful family
+ bereavement; God blessed all

heart-felt and prayerful condolences in your presen
of you with wonderful and holy parents. How good it is to know with the certainty
of faith that part of the joys of heaven will be unending reunion with those we
love, especially the members of our families, in God's glorious presence.

As you know from ouxr pleasant conversations of recent weeks, you have made out-

standing contributions to the members of the faculty, staff, and student body of

St. Mary's College for which they and I are deeply grateful. And this for over twenty
years while at the same time serving On the faculty of Immaculate Heart of Mary Sem-
inary and ministering to the pastoral needs of the people of Holy Cross and Precious
Blood Parishes since 1969 and 1970 respectively. In addition, you have helped your
brother priests in a very special way by administering the affairs of our Bureau of

Priests' Retirement.

All of us in this diocese join you in praising and thanking God that He has
showered His gracious gifts of nature and grace upon you and called you to share in
the pastoral work of Christ Jesus, the true and eternal Highpriest.

It is with a deep sense of our shared responsibility with all our brother priests
in this Diocese for providing the best possible pastoral care for all of our 120,000
brothers and sisters in the Lord that I now appoint you Pastor of the Church of St.
Pius X, Rochester, effective August 18, 1982. I make this appointment in Christ's
name with joy and confidence because 1 know that sharing in the priesthood of Him
whom the Father sent to assure all people of His love you, too, want to be missioned

by that same Jesus who is Lord for ever and ever,

I realize that St. Pius X is one of the largest, if not the largest, parish in
the diocese. Your love of the Church universal and your loyalty to the Holy Father
which were nourished during your student days in Rome, your sound priestly spirit-
uvality, your long-standing personal involvement in Catholic education, your per-
sonal ministry to the sick, the poor and those confined because of violations of
the law, and your widely recognized accomplishments as a competent administrator
have all prepared you as well as any priest could be to accept this rather unlque
ministry of service in this diocesan church. I am grateful to you for your will-
ing cooperation and 1 assure you of my prayers, interest and support.

nts; may I ask to to sign the re-

Father Schimtz will send you the usual docume
1 center as soon as possible?

quired form and return it to the diocesan pastora
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I will be pleased to install you at the 11:30 am Mass on Sunday, August 22nd.
As we both know, this Rite of Installation is appreciated very much by our people
because it is a short but impressive summary of the sacramental roles of their
priest and encourages them to pray for us who are happy to accept the responsi-

bility for their pastoral care.

in moving; you do need to follow the doctor's directives and
I continue to pray that you will soon be back to good health.

you need additional days before the doctor gives his approval,
Even the installation can be delayed a

Do take care
get enough rest.
However, should
please make the necessary arrangements.

week or two.

As for Monsignor Tierney and his residence at St. Pius X Rectory. I am confident
that you, Father Pete and Father Gotmer can work out an arrangement which will be

satisfactory to all of you and the members of the parish.

With kindest personal greetings, renewed gratitude for your priestly commit-
ment, and a request for your prayers, I remain,

Fraternally in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

P.S. Notice of your appointment is being sent to Brother Peter Clifford and
to the Area Directors. The COURIER of August S5th will carry the Official Announce-

ment of the related appointments, all efective August 18, 1982.
1jw
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His Excellency

The Most Reverend Loras J. Watters, D.D.
Bishop of Winona

Winona, Minnesota 55987

Your Excellency:

I herewith resign my pastorate at _ Holy Cross, Dakota, MN

and Precious Blood Parish, LaMoille, MN to be

effective August 18, 1982 and accept the pastorate of

Saint Pius X, Rochester, Minnesota

I will report at my new assignment on August 18, 1982

Faithfully yours in Christ,

fo Pil e
&,

Date ﬂ("& /()//éfb
J
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Becree of Pogsession

In Nomine Domini, Amen.

Under the Roman Pontificate of His Holiness, Pope_ John Paul II '

The Most Reverend Loras J. Watters being Ordinary of the Diocese of Winona,

I, _ , Dean of this district and delegate

of the Most Reverend Ordinary, give to the

gReﬁerenh ROBERT H. TAYLOR

the possession of the

':Iﬂm:ish of St. Pius X , Rochester, MN ,

NAME OF CHURCH NAME OF CITY

August 18, 1982

to which he has been canonically appointed

DATE

Dean—Delegate

Witness —

AWitness

This document is to be signed before the services and is read after the transfer of the
symbols of pastoral prerogatives and powers.
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fHURCH DOF ST. PIUS X
P. O. BOX 6546
1315 - 1270 AVENUE N. W,

ROCHESTER, MINNESOTA 55901

February 20, 1984

The Most Reverend Loras Watters, D. D.
Bishop of the Diocese of Winona

55 West Sanborn

Winona, Minnesota 55987

Dear Bishop Watters,

Today I received a check from Pax Christi for the total amount due
in subsidy to St. Pius School.

Father Brown has asked me 1O inform you that they are current in
their subsidy payments, and further that it was not really a problem of
finance on the part of Pax Christi, but the age-old problem of communi-
cation between institutions. I suppose more specifically not so much
between institutions as respective boards.

A delegation of our Parish Board met with their Parish Board, and
our representatives said it was a very productive meeting.

I was sure you would want this information.
Sincerely in Christ,
/"7 y / -‘MM’,*""“"‘ j

(Rev.) RobertH. Taylor
Pastor

cc: Father Brown
Pax Christt
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DICCESE QF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WAINONA MINNINY A v50yy
Office of the PO Dox 584
Bishop Tel, S0 45440143

Feb. 22, 1984

The Reverend Syl Brown, Pastor
The Church of Pax Christi
Rochester, MN

Dear Father Brown,

Prayerful greetings in the name of Christ Jesus, the source of our peace!

As you note, I am enclosing a copy of my letter of this morning to Father
Taylor., While that letter speaks for itself I do want to add this further
expression of gratitude for the steps you took to improve communications with
the members of the Council of St. Pius X. Communication problems let un-
resolved only grow to more serious proportions. On the other hand, cooperation
between members of parishes witness? o the presence of the Risen Lord Jesus

among us.

I hope that your Parish Council will see the wisdom of inviting
or some other couple to present the concept of stewardship.

Father Trocinski reported at the last Presbyteral Council meeting that the
response in St. Theodore's to their presentation was a very pleasant surprise.

Do enjoy these lovely days of 'pre-spring'.

With kindest personal greetings, renewed gratitude for your love for the
priesthood and a request for your prayers, I remain,

Fraternally in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

enc 1
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987
PO Box 588

Office of the
Bishop Tel. 507/454-4643

Sept. 20, 1984

The Reverend Robert H. Taylor, Pastor
The Church of St. Pius X
Rochester, MN

Dear Father Taylor,

Prayerful greetings in the name of Christ Jesus who is Lord for ever and
ever!

As you know from our recent review of the Ten Point Program which you and
the members of the Parish Council have implemented so successfully over these
past two years at St. Pius X, I am writing to thank you for accomplishing what
I asked you to do in Rochester and to appoint you to serve the people of St,
Mary's Parish, Madelia, where a building project is in the planning stages.

You know that the people of St. Pius X share my gratitude to you for your
pastoral leadership in their faith community. Many of them have told me of
the moving beauty of the Eucharistic Liturgies you celebrate on the occasions
of baptisms, weddings, and funerals as well as on weekends; they appreciate the
instruction and encouragement of your homilies and your spiritual direction in
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. They know, too, of your devotion to the sick
and the elderly as evidenced by your celebration of Masses in retirement homes
and visits to the hospitals. Also, they are grateful to you for your help with
the finances which permitted the necessary repairs and improvements while operating
the school, the Religious Education Program, and many other pastoral services

within a balanced budget.

To the people who ask me how you can be so zealous and generous with your
time and talents I respond that the secret is in the Holy Hour you make before
the Blessed Sacrament each morning before most of the members of the parish are

up and about.

As I write this letter of appointment I cannot but recall that our friendship
goes back to just this time of the year in 1956 when we met at the North American
College in Rome. You as a seminarian for the diocese of Winona and I as one of
the spiritual directors from the archdiocese of Dubuque shared a deep and growing
love for the priesthood and the Church served then by the great Pope Pius XII. Over
all these years, thank God, we have both received the gift of fidelity to our

priestly commitments.
With kindest personal greetings, renewed gratitude for your willingness to

share with me the pastoral care of all our people in this diocese, and a request

for your prayers, I remain,

P.S. This appointment is effective Oct, 4,

1984, May I ask you to make this announcement . :
to the members of St. Pius X this weekend - Bishop of Winona

Sept. 22-23? Thank You!
RT000117
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Becree of Pogsesgion

In Nomine Domini. Amen.

Under the Roman Pontificate of His Holiness, Pope John Paul II,
I, The Most Reverend Loras J. Watters, Ordinary of the Diocese of Winona,

give to the

gReﬁBrenh ROBERT H. TAYLOR

the possession of the

3ﬁm-igfl of St- MARY, Madelia, MN

7
MNAME oF CHURaH HAME oF oty

Oct. 4, 1984

oATY

to which he has been canonically appointed

1
, L f'
P . i e
i b el el S e

ﬁiShop of Wiﬁon&

P 8

]

Witness

Witness
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October 11, 1984

Bishop Loras Watters
Diocese of Winona

55 West Sanborn
Winona, MN 55987

Dear Bishop Watters:

It occurred to me after your letter of May 21, 1984 that you really were
not interested in helping the victims of Taylor's inappropriate sexual behavior
that I have told you about. In checking with others in the diocese and across
the county that fact was verified by other women's experience with you and
Taylor and by the reputation the diocese has on women's issues and women's
civil rights.

I have become aware now that others have told you about Taylor's inappro-
priate sexual behavior towards other men, and you also choose to disregard
them. Now Taylor has been reassigned to a third parish in as manv vears with
your apparent support. After your disasterous handling of . and his-
-sexual problems, you again choose to gloss over the defects in character and
allow Taylor (as you allowed " to continue ravaging lives in a fresh
_ environment. .

Perhaps no other thing angers the people of more than to know
that as bishop you knowingly sent a sex offender to our parish and that you
now send him to another parish to start over breaking relationships and
ruining lives at will. _

One has to wonder at the character and judgment of anyone who would allow
this to happen.

Again, I ask you to act to save the people of Madelia from the same fate as
the people of .. and the people of St. Mary's. In the same regard,
I again ask you to take responsibility for Taylor's actions and use every means
available to help the priests, sisters, parish workers, Titergists, parents,
and chiTdren who have been ravaged by your subordinaté. Time will not heal
these wounds or clean up the mess. Only with honesty, openness, and a willing-
ness on your part to repair this damage will the church in the Winona diocese

be able to move on.

Please do it now this week before the people of Madelia have to hear the
truth from others. There is no doubt in my mind whatsoever that they will
soon hear of this tragedy.

UV ANSwWeEP g ofF
12/21 /3y 7% sent Cenrified Mail 12/ 25 [5y
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Profession of Ffaith

1, ROBERT H. TAYLOR touching with

my hand God’s holy Gospels, enlightened by divine grace, profes's the faith which
the Catholic, Apostolic, Roman Church teaches. I believe that Church to be the
one true Church, which Jesus Christ founded on earth: to which I submit with

all my heart.

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth: and in
Jesus Christ, His only Son, Our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Vlrgln Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell; the third day He arose again from the dea.d .
He ascended into heaven, sitteth at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty;
from thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Ghost, the Holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

I believe that seven sacraments were instituted by Jesus Christ for the salva-
tion of mankind; namely, Baptism, Confirmation, Holy Eucharist, Penance, Ex-
treme Unction, Holy Orders and Matrimony.

I believe that the Pope, the Bishop of Rome, is the Vicar of Jesus Christ on
earth, that he is the supreme visible head of the whole Church, and that he teaches
infallibly what we must believe and do to be saved.

I also believe everything which the Holy, Catholic, Apostolic and Roman
Church defines and declares we must believe. I adhere to her with all my heart,
and I reject every error and schism which she condemns.

So help me God and these His holy Gospels which I touch with my hand.

(Seal)

ATTEST:

z m [/// é/z /2 J/LA

Ordmal y of W inona Delegate)

pateldCF Y TP
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Saint Mary’s College

Winona, Minnesota 55987
507:452:4430

Brother Louis DeThomasts, F.$.C., Ph.D.

President

March 20, 1985

To:

From:

Priestly Life Committee
Diocese of Winona

Brother Louis DeThomasis, F.S.C.
Consultant to the Committee

At your request I have reviewed the list of assets on hand as of Jume 30,
1983 (list attached). You have asked me to give my analysis of this
portfolio as a retirement fund investment portfolio. My observations are
as follows:

1'

To list asssts of a portfolio without reporting the cost of each
security held and the market value of said security at the date of
evaluation is inappropriate, irregular and not acceptable according
to generally accepted accounting procedures. I cannot imagine why
the assets of the portfolio as you have presented to me is completed
in such an unacceptable format. This kind of format leads the
professional financial reviewer to ask why such a totally unaccept-
able recording procedure. is utilized. Your committee's unsuccessful
attempts to give me such a normal and expected accounting of assets

leaves me bewildered.

The equities within this portfolio, with the exception of General
Motors and a few other holdings, are comprised of small high risk
stocks. Such a preponderance of these highly speculataive issues
is inappropriate for a portfolio for retirement funds.

Some of the holdings on this list have recently gone through bank-
ruptcy proceedings. For example, Beef Steak Charlie's, Braniff
International and Seneca Oil have either been in bankruptcy or are

currently.

Other holdings within this portfolio are in danger of bankruptey.
Such imminent bankruptcy candidates that are held in this portfolio
are Manitowoc, Oak Industries, Republic Airlinmes and Tipperary

Corporation.

Generally speaking the investment portolio holdings viewed in its
entirety have a very low dividend yield. This is quite inappropriate
for such a retirement furd.

RT000120
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Priestly Life Committee

Diocese of Winona

Page 2

6. Many of the holdings within the portfolic are companies with very
poor earning records. This is most inappropriate for retirement
funds investment.

CONCLUSION =~

My personal analysis is that the attached portfolio would in no way meet
the standards of an investment quality portfolio. The list of these
equities in fact are frightening to me even if this were an investment
portfolio of individuals interested in highly speculative and risk taking
positions., It is genmerally and professionally understood that retirement
funds should be invested in equities of high quality companies with a
minimum of risk, An investment manager of retirement funds should screen
the equities universe to find companies with proven earnings records,
paying dividends and with a low debt to capitalization ratio, There
should be at least a 13% return on equity and a market to book value ratio
of no more than two times. Such prudent criteria are not found in the
holdings as elaborated in the list given to me for analysis,

RT000121



o DIOCESE OF WINONA
3 55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA. MINNESOTA 55987

PO Box 588

Office of the
Bishop Tel. 507/454-4643

May 10, 1985

The Reverend Robert H. Taylor, Pastor
The Church of St. Mary
Madelia, MN

Dear Father Taylor,

Prayerful greetings!

Just a note to help with your planning for the Bureau of Priests Retire-
ment,

The Reverend Monsingor Henry F. Speck, Pastor of St. Casimir's here in Winona,
has asekd to retire on June 30, 1985. I have granted that permission. He intends
to live with his brother, Father James, who I understand is going to have a
back operation to help the constant pains in his legs. God willing, that operation

in LaCrosse will be successful.

I suspect that Father Weir will be retiring soon, too. He is taking physical
therapy at St. Marys in Rochester these days. I hope to visit him soon. When
we talked last week at his sister's apartment in Mankato, he asked about how
one gets into St. Amne's, Sacred Heart, or St. Mary's in St. Paul. He didn't
seem to be very hopeful about regaining the use of his right leg. Alice is
showing the tiring effects of 24 hour a day care which he needs now.

As you perhaps know, Msgr. Warren Ryan will begin chemotherapy next week;
tests disclosed that he has a malignant tumor on his lung which is inoperable.
He will be staying with his sister in Rochester until he can find an apartment

in the same building.

It was good to visit with you last week. I didn't make contact with Father
Joe Mountain regarding the Board meeting; I hope I can do that this morning.

With kindest personal greetings, renewed gratitude for your priestly dedica-
tion, and a request for your prayers, I remain, ’

Fraternally in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

RT000442
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
! \3 55 WEST SANBORN
.‘n, WINONA, MINNESOTA 35987
Tadd
Office of the PO Box 588
Bishop Te!. 507/454-4643

May 10, 1985

The Reverend Robert H. Taylor, Pastor
The Church of St. Mary
Madelia, MN

Dear Father Taylor,

Prayerful greetings!

Just a note to help with your planning for the Bureau of Priests Retire-
ment,

has asekd to retire on June 30, 1985. 1 have granted that permission. He intends
to live with who I understand is going to have a

back operation to help the constant pains in his legs. God willing, that operation
in LaCrosse will be successful.

I suspect that will be retiring soon, too. He is taking physical

therapy at St. Marys in Rochester these days. I hope to visit him soon. When

we talked last week at his sister's apartment in Mankato, he asked about how
He didn't

one gets into
is

seem to be very hopeful about regaining the use of his right leg.
showing the tiring effects of 24 hour a day care which he needs now.

As you perhaps know, will begin chemotherapy next week;

tests disclosed that he has a malignant tumor on his lung which is inoperable.
He will be staying with *until he can find an apartment

in the same building.

It was good to visit with you last week. I didn't make contact with
regarding the Board meeting; I hope I can do that this morning.

With kindest personal greetings, renewed gratitude for your priestly dedica-
tion, and a request for your prayers, I remain, :

Fraternally in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

RT000122



RT

June I, 1885

Tha Nevererd Mobers {1, Tayler, Pestor
St. davy

Tmqe] g
Teylcy,

vrayerfnl grosvings Lo on in tha name of Christ Jesus who is Lowt for ever
1

{1y anvalal yon DPastor of oty Family Parish, Lake
1is Jate. As vou understand, this anmointment is
- Papeish of St, Mary,

shror 35 to off :
(‘r)",ml . offective as of L
in eddition to the ond ;'mtr oressitly have s Dastor of O
Madelia. 1 somweciote mare than I can sav vour wiliinmess 1o accent this addi-
wiomal pastornl respo A...m ';',“," s m,ll. g *ln- 0o gretion of the ne of both
parisies 1 Mitss scheduies 'w‘ in other

y w mutesl eoneern Tor neln
Al Lo he served,

foLiowers world end:

j_'\‘_ "
rinsts
¢ ‘ Lnoin
rines : Iw L5t owe

n*: our Lordiis

jing in whe fnvy
aontirue to vray fov

wver sin

vau acain Tox your

brot
SYEYGl
wait 1o he s s

b

neaded: way God revard you for \lm r 228l

:,-‘,'.%.‘L SO (e jare assis t.. oo 18

o bels whet

Tindeef pewavnol wreetings, 0w
rognest FOr Your prayers, I remain,

Fravernally in Chvist,

RBislon of "Saene

i

v, 5. Ma douht, vom have already worked out sitiafactory arrangenents resarding

e
Jinuncial matters with both murish Co‘mcils.

P.P.S.The July COURTER will carry the official announcement of this new apvoint-
ment; :,'ou ,.re free to announce it to both ;:aris!:es at any sutable time.
1jw

RT000123



mﬂ. Q) 1
o Y A .
B % -
5 P MW o £ 33 f
; v o 5 =] K}
n =l | EOE
& e iy . E RS
< e £ . \ 0 m.
* = £ m. m. m.m Mm__ 5
TF) v: N o 3 .4..a 4 W..t
o o ~ o : : i
5 [l . i‘l :
| il it ) 5 o
o = & et ; : a
J = © o ko w 3
2 ., = Ty % & .m
; oE 3 15 & )
W = B : :
3] W | 3 wﬂ. VJ
: g 5\ . o ]
73 . [}
| ~
: . it a8
., 4 3 ot I
El a I : ; :—
m : .umuuu = <
(5 2 g : %
[ 2o (76T = A A-
& vi Zom om Coad P 6
= A 6 : :
L% - M O O : m
c R R : |
=x2F3'g e : :
o T = Z 5 ) ;
& £ N e = 2 s
c ok :
o 0o :
m y W o 3
.d % = :
;, ; 3 : e
: = 3 oo B .
i 93 = : m "3 i .M;
5 : : o) . :
e s & : . . |
2 ard el ~ ,H: L cﬂm ; °
= wr - T :
..L - . am N e o}
5 D . UG sE W8
A > 5 . : (
(oH » ed : E | .ﬁ..u
] a1 ] 4 Py b o
oot . - i -
: 22 ; & 28 EE
o, R R 2 : nw Ww
m : ..N m M £ o
a L. e 4 |
PRy & o . : ..“....w EF
: .. i -
.; : . ol K
(4] b 5 : : :
. » , , G =
: t . &, =3
«. £ T [ &
2 S 0 4%} ..Mn
) [
w + e
Ea 58
o I

=

d rm

s [
U Al
. : =2
™~
L 8 g :
1‘. -47 wma ‘.m G t
_”M v.w 9 .M.ﬁ : r :
A o4 b g S <
l» le c.—. . ﬂm u c ‘u ‘70
i N Wl o ﬁ” *"U
: !—Hﬂ = -
. by 3 : :
& : AL
i [ o : N nu
v P S % 4 mu
D 2 X
8 o o,
: .
x E
[

RT000443

1jw



RT

DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 53987

Office of the PO Box 588
Tel, 507/454-4643

Bishop

July 22, 1985

The Reverend Robert H. Taylor, Pastor
The Church of St. Mary
Madelia, MN

Dear Father Taylar,

PAX ET BONUM!

Thank you for your willingness to accept the responsibility for the
pastoral care of the people of St. Katherine Parish, Truman.

This letter, then, is to make this appointment official, as of August
1985, or whatever date you work out with the Trustees of the Parish as being

more convenient.

I realize that this is in addition to your care for the people of St.
Mary Parish, Madelia, and Holy Family Parish, Lake Crystal. Thus, I am
all the more grateful for you making this additional adjustment. Hopefully,
this won't be too burdensome to you and at the same time will lessen somewhat

the financial burden on all three parishes.

I have already written to and told him about this
change. I will also write to and indicate that I appreciate

his help these past weeks and that you will be asking him from time to time,
as you see fit, to celebrate the Eucharist at St. Katherine,

1,

is convalescing at Assisi Heights; it will be a couple

of months before his doctors decide how much work he can do.
time we will be able to make whatever arrangements he needs to continue in

pastoral work,even on a reduced basis.

. is going back to Guest House, Rochester, for a month or
so; they will "tailor-make’ a program for him. Then, he will have to find
a "half-way" situation in which he can live with another priest until he
establishes a track record for quality sobriety. At that point he can re-
sponsibily accept pastoral assignments; the people have been most under-
standing, but the time comes when their rights also have to be considered.

I hope the construction of the school continues so beautifully as
it has in the past.
With kindest personal greetings, renewed gratitude for your coopera-

tion, and a request for your prayers, I remain,
Fraternally in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
P.S. The "Official" announcement of this appointment will be carried in the
September issue of THE COURIER. Ljw

Hopefully, by that

RT000124



RT

SUMMARY

Remarks of Brother Louis DeThomasis, F.s.cC.

Financial Consultant to the Priestly Life Committee

Albert Lea, May 19, 1986
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Foundational Rule of Investment Practices - No personal considerations

can be considered in the accountability and management of investment

type funds,

A, From Amy Domini, portfolio manager with Franklin Research and

Development Corp. in Boston and is co-author of Ethical Investings

(Addison-Wesley, 1985):
"What happens when boards without particular expertise
attempt to manage endowments?
Not long ago, a friend asked me to review a small
institution's endowment portfolio run by a board
member without any special guidance or review. Over
half the funds were in two limited partnerships.
The first, a real estate partnership, was paying 14%
return. The second, an 0il and gas partnership was
paying next to nothing. For growth, the board member
had taken a position in silver futures,
Now you can understand why Rule 1 of managing what
you've got is "Supervise, supervise! Let nothing
evade your eyes!"
Turning over day-~to-day endowment managment to someone
not on the board makes supervision much easier; it's

hard to criticize the performance of someone you must

. /
eat w1th.’

RT000126



RT

2.

B. Obligations of Participants and duly elected/appointed committees
thereof is to SUPERVISE the funds for proper management, proper
administration, proper distribution and clear and complete accountability
to all beneficiaries/participants of the "trust,”
To accomplish this;

- Absence of personalities

- Absence of personal considerations

~ Accountability

= Clear and professional record keeping

= Independent audit verification

Prasently, the Priests Pension Plan for the Diocese of Winona is seriously

deficient in being administered with proper and clear fiduciary roles.

A. The March 15, 1985 Report to Members of the Priests Retirement Plan
from the Retirement Board Section V re: Fiduciary is inaccurate, incorrect
and misleading.

"y, Fiduciarz ~ The custodian and fiduciary for the Bureau of Priest
Retirement is the Trust Department of the Marquette Bank of Rochester,
Two brokerage firms are used: Piper, Jaffrey and Hopwood, and Smith,
Barney, Inc. of La Crosse. All three are audited yearly and their reports
are reviewed by the board, and are available to any priest member of this
employee plan , , ."

= From March 27, 1985 letter to Priestly Life Committee from the

Trust Department of Marquette Bank (H.M. Stellner, Jr.) - “The bank's

I 1] ' L) » y [
role relative to the Bureau of Priests' Retirement is that of custodial

agent only fer the Bureau and certain of its securities." (emphasis

supplied by me)
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-~ What does the mentioning of the two brokerage firm audits have
to do with being in a fiduciary role with the Pension Plan? These are

two broker-dealer firms - they are not investment advisors to the Pension

Plan,

The Priests Pension Plan is seriously and significeantly deficient in
reporting and accountability procedures re: current financial information,
valuation of investments, and bookkeeping functions,
At present:
= There is NO segregation of duties in the cash disbursement
of the Retirement Plan,

= Some significant disburseements do not require dual

signatures.
- There is NO general ledger.

=~ There are NO adequate records to account for notes

receivable and payable.

.= Records and substantiating documentatjion verifying collateral

is seriously deficient.
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4. The role of a committee or a member of a committee with proper fiduciary
responsibility DOES NOT make business deals, specific investment
arrangements, and involvement with the persons with whom the business
is transacted AND at the same time be responsible for reporting and
supervising its own actions.

A. A Pension Plan Committee with a proper fiduciary role:

1. Decide and articulate the investment objectives for the
funds.

2. Decide and articulate their social concern objectives, if
any, for the funds.

3. Select an investment manager who will best execute the
objectives of the fund.

4. Monitor, supervise and hold accountable the investment
manager to execute the objectives of the fund,

5. Communicate in a clear, concise and timely manner to all

participants in the fund.

5. The investment integrity of the Priest Pension Plan as it presently exists --
How can it be determined?
A. Four essential criteria:
1. Preservation of capital - Diversification
2, Risk - Reward
3. Earn income

4, Liquidity

B. Facts about the investment integrity of the Priest Pension Plan.

1. Of the net assets of the Pension Plan invest-

ments ¢.70% are invested in real estate type speculations.

RT000129



RT

Most of this is involved with one man and
his credit worthiness since he is principal as an individual
or principal in a corporation which has been given most of

this money.

Substantiating proof and records of the collateral or of
options to purchase real estate which collateralizes much
of the Pension Fund's money that was loaned out is not

existent for verification.

A brief review, utilizing informatiom to which the public
has access, uncovered some of the following financial
information about the type of individuals who are the
people collateralizing the worth of real estate assets
that the Pension Plan carries as "value." These are some of
the facts gbout the type of individuals to whom the Priest
Pension money was entrusted to:
--one is verifiably "bankrupt." He Kad filed and has
been granted bankrupt status.
--two are involved in past highly speculative real
estate ventures that collapsed under much suspicion.
--one has three attorneys with collection proceedings
against him. Another has at least one collection
proceeding against him.
~~one owes money to his Country Club.
~-one has a specific $40 collection against him.
--one has been described by a local banker as "owing

money all over town."
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--one had his Mercedes reposessed.

(It must be underscored that these are the men to whom

of the Priest Pension Fund money is entrusted, and who are

guaranteeing payment, and who are supplying collateral for their

borrowing of the Priest Pension Fund assets).

As of December 31, 1985 the corporate stocks which were owﬁed
by the Priest Pension Fund cost the Fund and were
worth . less than what they were bought for at

This was in a calendar year when most portfolios
of this type were up over 30%. Much of the stocks are highly
speculative and inappropriate investment securities for such

a fund,

In light of the above, I find that the statement as found in
the March 15, 1985 report to members of the Priest Retirement
Plan from the Retirement Board totally incomprehensible and

dangerously misleading --

" V1 Investments

The Retirement Board's basic investment

strategy is divergsification. Investment vehicles are relatively

safe, that is, safety is usually proportionate to risk. In the
more recent years, because we have accumulated a sizeable fund,
safety has become more and more a priority. The board feels
that the safest route today is diversification—-insurance,
government bonds, stocks, real estate, and interest bearing

notes with at least a four to one collateral ratio."
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I would like an explanation as to how the above statement could

possibly be made in light of the fact that (1) c.70% of the total
assets of the Fund have been utilized in highly speculative real
estate investemnts, (2) Over half of the corporate securities are
in highly speculative-high risk securities, (3) and, based on the

credit worthiness of some of those real estate deals and wanting

a four to one collateral ratio, To use the concept of diversification
to describe the present investment posture of the Priest Pension Plan

is an absurd manjpulation of common sense.

Finally, I have reviewed many of the reports that were sent to the
members of the Priests Retirement Plan by the Retirement Board.
Whoever is the individual responsible for presenting those reports,

I must say that in my entire experiece in investment advisory

and consultative service I have NEVER experienced a more preposterous

obfuscation of financial facts.
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN

WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987
PO Box 588

Gl aif o Tel, 507/454-4643

Bishop
June 23, 1986

The Reverend Robert H. Taylor
St. Mary's Church
Madelia, MN

Dear Father Taylor,

Prayerful greetings!

Thank you for your telephone call of Saturday morning. The Atlanta situation
sounds hopeful. Now does seem to be the time to "divest", under the proper terms,

of course.

I'm writing to report that the has asked for full re-
tirement for health reasons. He hasn't been able to loave the rectory for more
than short periods of time for the past six months. He has problems with circu-
lation, overweight, emphysema, and related ailments. He needs oxygen almost continuously.
I've visited with him several times in recent months and he finally agreed that
he needs a place like where he can receive the care he must have if his
present condition is to improve. Although he is only 65, I have no doubt but what

he qualifies for the full monthly benefit.

I have accepted his resignation as pastor and granted his request to resign
effective June 30, 1986. May I ask you to have his name added to the list for

the monthly check?

I know that the Board will have to approve this full retirement status for
we can bring that up at the next meeting,

This letter gives me the opportunity to thank you again for your splendid work
with the Bureau whilé carrving on more than a full load of pastoral work and/or
teaching. I hope the \ payment arrived on June 2Ist as previously agreed
and that the new schedule for repayment will more than answer the second guessers.

With kindest personal greetings and a request for your prayers, I remain,

ﬁis op of Wipona
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saint mary'’s school

223 fIRSt SIREET NORThEAIST / madelia, MINNESOLA 56062 | 642-3324
August 27, 1987

Bishop John Vlazny
Dear Bishop Viazny,

Thank you for spending that hour on August 13 with the Winona
Diocesan Principals at St. Mary College. I really enjoyed and
appreciated that hour. 1 was the one sitting on your left.

Little did I pealize that I would be writing to you this seon. Cn
August 20 I learned from the cardieligist that I will immediately
ned open heart surgery for a valve replacement. The valve is
really bad-I have what is called Stenosis of the Aortal valve which
causes incressed pressure in the left ventricle.

After I asked for a Leave of Absence, Father has been most helpful
and understanding. He has been very busy planning what can be done i
this short time before school opens and with Faculty Workshops
beginning today. He is so Very good at planning and arranging.

The plan is: The Fifth grade teacher will take on the title of
assistant principal while Father Tayler is acting principal; a half
time teacher is taking Eleanor's place in the forenoon s0 she can have
time in the Office; and then a few other minor changes were made .

Father himself will take care of the finances, personnel, budget,
building, and Hot Lunch. A1l this has made extra work for Father
because of calling extra meetings with School B ard, Trustees,
Eleanor, and myself. T cannot speak highly enough of Father

Taylor.

T am deeply grateful for the opportunity to work with him since

T came to Madelia in June of 1085. Never before, as principal,

had I worked with a Pastor with so many gifts. His deep spirituality,
his concern for every person, and his expertise as educator are

truly a blessing, & challenge, and an inspiration to me. St.

Mary's Parish is richly blessed by God to have his leadership.

He already has three Parishes with no time to "spare" and now
I am causing this extra work . We cannot afford to let him "get

worn out". He is so wonderful.

I know you are busy, also. As Sister Pat CGehling siad at Winona
that day, "They might lock vour door from the putside" because

of the work waiting for you. What are the possibilities of
giving him a call today and see howhe is managin%? Don't just

Jet him say he is mamaging--we cannot afford to lose a good
priest from the Winona Diocese, and especially in Madelia, because

of over work.

Thank you for reading this. T do ask to be remembereBT2H0500

ou i
your prayers for successful surgery. ”You;jre,%emembered in my
AR 1 R ”,

S, (7 P
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August 27, 1987

Bishop John Vlazny
Dear Bishop Vlazny,

Thank you for spending that hour on August 13 with the Winona
Diocesan Principals at St. Mary College. I really enjoyed and
appreciated that hour. I was the one sitting on your left.

Little did I tealize that I would be writing to you this seen. On
August 20 I learned from the cardioligist that I will immediately
ned open heart surgery for a valve replacement. The valve is
really bad-I have what is called Stenesis of the Aortal valve which
causes increased pressure in the left ventricle.

After I asked for a Leave of Absence, Father has been most helpful

and understanding. He has been very busy planning what can be dene in
this short time before scheel opens and with Faculty Workshops
beginning teday. He 1s se very good at planning and arranging.

The plan is: The Pifth grade teacher will take on the title of
assistant principal while Father Tayler is acting principal; a half
time teacher is taking ~ > place in the forenoon so she can have
time in the Office; and then a few other miner changes were made.

Father himself will take care of the finances, persennel, budget,

building, and Hot Lunch. All this has made extra work for Father

because of calling extra meetings with Scheol B ard, Trustees,
and myself. I cannot speak highly enough of Father

Taylor,

I am deeply grateful for the opportunity to work with him since

I came to Madelia in June of 1985.. Never before, as principal,

had I worked with a Pastor with so many gifts. fiis deep spirituality,
his concern for every person, and his expertise as educator are

truly a blessing, a challenge, and an inspiratien to me. St.

Mary's Parish is richly blessed by Ged to have his leadership.

He already has three Parishes with no time to "spare" and now
I am causing this extra work . We cannot afford to let him "get

worn out". He is seo wonderful.

I know you are busy, alse. As siad at Winona
that day, "They might leck your deor from the outside" because
of the work walting fer you. What are the possibilities of
%1ving him a call teday and see howhe is managing? Don't just

et him say he is mamaging--we cannet afferd to lese a goed
priest from the Winena Diocese, and especially in Madelia, because

of eover work.

Thank you fer reading this. I do ask te be remembered in

your prayers for successful surgery. . You are remembered in m

pravers. gery \:Q’Vb,. W:‘ ’ g
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October 22, 1987

Reverend Robert Taylor
Church of Saint Mary

212 Firat Street, N.E.
Madelin, Minnesota 56062

Dear Bob,

Thank you very much for agreeing to mneet with our subcommittee of the
Priests' Retirement Board. I understand that you preferred to meet with me
privately, but were unable to come before the meeting with the subcommittee.
I do appreciate your cooperation in this endeavor.

Certainly I would be more than pleased to speak with you about any concerns
you wish to share. The work of the Priests' Retirement Board is something
very new to me, and I really do need the assistance of those who have been

serving on the Board thig past year.

ware very helpful in our August get-together in Rochester, and I
value thelr asaistance. TYou are our vital link with the past, and we need
to review the few concerne that were raised at the August Board meeting.

Bob, I appreciate all the work you have been doing out in Madelia.

your school principal, expressed har admiration and
appreciation for you when we met at the gathering of principals here in
August. Subgequently, I learnad, you tock over her responsibilities while
she recovered from surgery. Thank you for your hard work and generosity.

Best wishes to you and the people you serve. I promise my prayerful support
in the months and years ahead. God bless.

Your Brother in the Loxd,

Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV/krs
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Reverend Robert Taylow
Church of Saint Mary

212 First Str eet, h,ﬁ.
¥pdelin, Minnes 56062

Thank vyou wvery wuch for agreei
Prieste’ Retirvement Board. 1 understanc
ivately, but were unable to come beforas the meating with
T de appreciate your cooparation in this endeavor.

-2 WP R

ng to neet wirh our subcommittes of the
tand that vou preferred to mee

=]
=

Certainly I would be more
vou wish te share. The work of the Friests' Retirement B axd
really do need the msglstance of those who h v baen
serving on the Board this t yegar. Brother Louls De aThomasis and Mr. John
Breadwater were very helpful in our August get-together in Rochester and T

is You are our vital link with the past, nnd we need

value tueir assistance.
to veview the few comcerns that were ralsed at the Avgust Beard meeting.

than pleassd to speak with you about a0 y COTICETNS
is something

very new ko me, and I
b4

8¢b, I appraciate all the work yo

¢ have been doing out in Madelia. Gister
Rarh  Gulden, your achool pri i

1 ncipal, expressed ber
appreciatien for you when we met =2t the gathering of principals here in
Aungust. Subseguently, I lsasrned, you took over her responsibilities while
she recoverad from surgery. Thank you for yout hard work and generosity.
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Qigter Ruth Gulden
Saint Mary’'s School
923 First Street Northeast
¥adelia, Minaescta 56062

Dear Sister Ruth,

it was good to hear from you recently, but I regret that vou will be slowed
down for awhile. Ny owm mother had open heart suUrgery iast vear and she

sgems to be recovering well. 1 assure you of a special place in my prayers

at this time. .

You certainly ceme up with an efficlent plan for the time of your absence.

1 too am grateful to Father Tuylor for taking on the added responshbilitges,
and I shall do my best to 88 thet he dogs not over extend himself. Naturally
1 was happy to learn about the wonderful spirit im the parish during this time
when vou have served as gchool principal. We are all locking forward ¢ your
complete vecovery and speedy returii.

T am grateful for your service
L&l o

Sister Ruth, please keep me in your prayafs.
T assure you of my continuing praverful

to the school community of Madelia, and
suppert. God bless.

Your Brother in the Lord,

Most Revercend John G. ¥V

Bishop of Winona

lszny

JGV/krs
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September 9, 1987

Dear

It was good to hear from you recently, bhut I ragret that you will be slowed
down for awhile. My owvn mother had open heart surgery last year and she
seems to be recovering well. I assure you of a spacial place in my prayers

at this time.

You certainly came up with an efficient plan for the time of your absence.

1 too aw grateful to Father Taylor for taking on the added rasponshbilitges,
and I shall do my best to see that he does not over extend himself. Naturally
I was happy to learn about the wonderful spirit in the parish during this time
when you have served as school principal. We are all looking forward to your
complete recovery and speedy return.

please keep me in your prayers. 1 am grateful for your gervice
to the school comuunity of Madelia, and I assure you of my continuing prayerful

support. God blesa,

Your Brother 4in the Loxd,

Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV/kes
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Bishop John Viazny
Diocese of Winona
55 East Sanborn
Winona, MN 55987

Dear Bishop Vlazny:

Dolores Curran’s article The Church as employer reminded me
that I still had one more left over copy of a letter from the
’ disaster which I need to deliver. Had been waiting
for an indication that it might be taken seriously this
time-~from the victim’s point of view.

As a product of 12 Years of Catholic education I some how had
the impression that the Church was big enough to heal
injustice within itself if only the right person was
contacted. In over 100 pages sent to church officials through
out the diocese, I never had
the impression that the victim’s plight was seriously
considered as people moved to cover their legal and financial
extremities,

At any rate the damage has been done--4 years have
passed~-people involved have moved--have changed
occupations——have changed vocations—-—have generally survived
this unfortunate event which is now history...no sense
stirring up bad feelings again——or asking how reople manage to
survive.,.or if they survived..,.

But I just keep thinking that maybe some time, some whére
there will be this one right person...,
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April, 1988 THE COURIER

The Church
as employer

By Dolores Curran

They say bad news comes in threes: a car
breaks down, the washer croaks, and your child
says, "I don't feel well.”

On a larger scale, I examine my church. A
young dynamic father of three who is committed
to his role as youth director in the diocese is told
that not only will he not get a wage increment but
that he must accept 2 cuthack to $13,000 a year.
He sadly resigns and accepts a post at the YWCA,
for $19,000. “I have to think of my family,” he
says.

A sister who is offered a diocesan posxtlon in
lay ministry training moves with eager expecta-
tions to a new area only to discover three months
later that her program is being discontinued
because of “diccesan shortfall.” No other explana-
tion. “Sorry, Sister. Budget, you understand.”

‘A Director of Religious Education with more
degrees than most parish staffs is told, “We're
reorganizing. You can apply for a new job but...”

Nobody seems to care that she is midway
through a program involving nearly 200 adults or
that she invested time and money in obtaining
her latest degree because her former pastor put a
high value on the program she was to direct.

I happened to know these three personally but
they are by no means isolated cases: We in Amer-
ica have the most educated and involved laity
actively working in our church than in any other
country. But our church treats us as if we are
disposable.

Salaries are a disgrace when we consider that
we ask parents of several children to work sixty
hours a week for under $12,000 a year. Not only
do these professionals give up finanecial security
but also evenings and weekends away from their
families. Most of their work, on the parish level,
at least, assumes that they will be available when
parlshloners are and that means weekends and
evenings.

As I travel I meet many of these wounded.
They are talented, committed, and hard-working.
They could work in other institutions but they
care deeply about their church and the needs of
their people. They give of themselves in ways the
rest of us never would.

But our church can be a lousy employer. It
treats lay employess as if they were volunteers
which, given their salaries, they are. A new
bishop or pastor comes in, reorganizes, and fires.

RT000510



As T travel 1 meet many of these wounded.
They are talented, committed, and hard-working.
They eould work in other institutions but they
care deeply about their church and the needs of
their people. They give of themselves in ways the
rest of us never would.

But our church can be a lousy employer. It
treats lay employees as if they were volunteers
which, given their salaries, they are. A new
hishop or pastor comes in, reorganizes, and fires.
Never mind the fallout. :

For a church that speaks so eloquently on
justice in the larger world, we have a mote when
it ecomes to ouwr own corporate practices. Due
process is rare. In each of the above cases, a basie
morality was ignored. :

Does the dynamie youth minister have a right
to a reasonable salary? Does the reloeated nun
have a right to assume her new position will be
supported for more than three months? Does the
parish DRE have a right to inherit her last
pastor’s promises?

The answer is yes to all but they have no rights.

in our church. If we are to remain trustworthy
and accountable to our people, we have to become
credible and caring employers.

Laity who have risen in the hierarchical struc-
ture are often given the task of reorganizing — &
church word for cutting staff — or firing other
laity. “That keeps the clergy and bishop pure,”
one former-diocesan employee told me. "I was
instructed to .cut the chancery staff by five
employees. It was the worst thing I've had to do.
Then, when it was done, they told me I was being
cut.” . Y .

The anger and disillusionment that church
employment practices engenders is a blot on all of
‘us. If we are to remain believable as Christians
who inherit the fruits and giftedness of our
ministers, we must speak out when they are
treated unjustly. Otherwise, we are part of the

injustice.

8861 ‘ludy YN0 IHL
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As T travel I meet many of these wounded.
They are talented, committed, and hard-working.
They could work in other institutions but they
care deeply about their church and the needs of
their people. They give of themselves in ways the
rest of us never would.

But our church can be a lousy employer. It
treats lay employees as if they were volunteers
which, given their salaries, they are. A new
bishop er pastor comes in, reorganizes, and fires.
Never mind the fallout.

For a church that speaks so eloquently on
justice in the larger world, we have a mote when
't comes to our own corporate practices. Due-
process is rare, In each of the above cases, a basic
morality was ignored. ¥

Does the dynamic youth minister have a right
to a reasonable salary? Does the relocated nun
have a right to assume her new position will be
supported for more than three months? Does the
parish DRE have a right fo inherit her last
pastor’s promises? :

The answer is yes to all but they have no rights-
in our church. If we are to remain trustworthy
and accountable to our people, we have to become
credible and caring employers.

Laity who have risen in the hierarchical struc-
ture are often given the task of reorganizing — a
church word for cutting staff — or firing other
laity. “That keeps the clergy and bishop pure,”
one former-diocesan employee told me. “T was
instructed to cut the chancery staff by five
employees. It was the worst thing T've had to do.
Then, when it was done, they told me I was being
cut.” %,

The anger and disillusionment that church
employment practices engenders is a blot on all of
us. If we are to remain believable as Christians
who inherit the fruits and giftedness of our
ministers, we must speak out when they are
treated unjustly. Otherwise, we are part of the
injustice,
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April 22, 1988

Dear

This past week I received your letter of April 11 as well as a
copy of a letter that you wrote to Bishop Watters omn October 11,
1984, 1 was unacquainted with your previous correspondence, and
I would appreciate an opportunity to pursne the matter with
FPather Taylor and Bishop Watters. I shall await your approval to
use your letters as a basis for my discugsions with them.

Be assured of my best wishes for many blessings during this
Easter season as we celebrate the return of epring here in

southern Minnesota. You have the seupport of =y prayers, and I
ask that you return this favor.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

Mogt Reverend Johm G. Vlazny
Bighop of Winona

JeV/krs
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4,/23/88

Bighop John Vlazny
Diocese of Winona
55 Bast Sanborm
Winona, MN 55887

Dear Bishop Vlazny:

Thank vou for the concern you showed in answering my letter of
April 11. You may use my letters as well as the entire file in
yvour discussions and/or correspondence with anyone you choose.
Bishop Watters may have a nearly complete set of
correspondence from me as well as from the many others who
were invelved., Archbishop Reach should have a more or less
complete set. I sent two complete sets to Rome and delivered
one complete set to Fr. Hargesheimer at St. Pius X.

As with many of these kinds of upheavals, the people involved
may have been angry or hurt ‘as well as isolated from their
community by the events as well as the lack of opportunity for
frank discussions. 1 would welcome the opportunity for such
dialogue. My own perspective has matured #vd become less
angry. I am sure that the perspectives of . ) -
(Rochester), Father Al Gotmer (Rochester}, Sister Joan Blank
(Winona), and others could add much to the church’s ability to
respond to these and future problens.,

I thank you once more and believe that our prayers will be
reflected in our work for justice.

Sin~erely,
]

RT000502
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4/23/88

Bishop John Vlazny
Diocese of Winona
55 East Sanborn
Winona, MN 55987

Dear Bishop Vlazny:

Thank you for the concern you showed in answering my letter of
April 11. You may use my letters as well as the entire file in
your discussions and/or correspondence with anyone you choose.
may have a nearly complete set of
correspondence from me as well as from the many others who

were involved. should have a more or less
complete set. I sent two complete sets to and delivered
one complete set to at =

As with many of these kinds of upheavals, the people involved
may have been angry or hurt as well as isclated from their
community by the events as well as the lack of opportunity for
frank discussions. I would welcome the opportunity for such
dialogue. My own perspective has matured and become less
angry. I am sure that the perspectives of

and others could add much to the church’s ability .o
respond to these and future problems.

I thank you once more and believe that our prayers will be
reflected in our work for justice.

Singerely,
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July 14, 1988

Dear

Please excuse my delay in responding to a letter I raceived from
you at the end of April. 1 would appreclate an opportunity to

talk to you asbout the contents of your lettex,

During the next two weeks I shall be away, but 1 would appreciate
your calling ’ ' and méaking
arrangements to see ms sometime in early Auguast. 4 would welcome:
the opportunity to visit.

May the Lord bless you and give you His peace. You are in my
prayers.

Sinceraly yours in the Lord,

Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bighop of Winona

JoV/krs
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

PO Box 588

Office of the
Tel. 507/454-4643

Bishop

August 15, 1988

Dear

Thank you very much for your letter of comcern about your Pastor, Father Taylor.

I plan to look into the matter, but you could assist me greatly if you would allow
me to share the concerns you expressed in your letter with Father Taylor. If St.
Mary's does need help, I will need your assistance to provide that help.

Thank you very much for your expression of comcern. I promise to keep you in my
prayers and I ask you to stay with St. Mary's at this time. A parish is bigger
than any one person. God bless. I look forward to hearing from you..

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

Most Reverend John G. Vliazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV/jmb
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DIOCESE OF WINONA

55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNJESOTA 55987

Office of the PO Box 588
Bishop ) Tel. 507/454-4643

August 15, 1988

Dear

Thank you very much for your letter of concern about your Pastor, Father Taylor.

I plan to look into the matter, but you could assist me greatly if you would allow
me to share the concerns you expressed in your letter with Father Taylor. If St.
Mary's does need help, I will need your assistance to provide that help.

Thank you very much for your expression of concern. I promise to keep you in my
prayers and I ask you to stay with St. Mary's at this time. A parish is bigger
than any one person. God bless. I look forward to hearing from you,

Sincerely yours in the Loxd,

Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV/jmb
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RECEIVED BEC 20 1988

IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY SEMINARY

) Saint Mary’s College
. WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987
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Clien of the

be: Father Mahon

DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 W ST SANBORN
WAINONA, MINNESOTA 33987
PO Box 588
i b Tel. 507/454-4643

December 21, 1988

Dear

Recently I visited with Sister Anna Louise Kemen who had worked among
the Hispanic people of Madelia, where you recently resided in the
parish house. In the course of our conversation, Sister Anna Louise
expressed some concerns that you had shared with her which resulted
from your time there with the pastor, Father Robert Taylor.

Now that you are somewhat removed from the scene, perhaps you would
not mind sharing with me exactly what it was that troubled you at your
time in the parish house. Your input would be very helpful to me in
trying to deal with the situation. I wish I could have spoken with
you before you left the area.

If you could drop me a line, that would be fine. If you would prefer
to speak with me on the phone, please do so. If I am not available,
please speak with the Vicar General, Father Gerald Mahon, here at the
Pastoral Center. Our number is 507-454-4643. We are usually here
between 9:00 am and 4:00 pm Central Standard Time. If you cannot
reach us, please leave a number where one of us could reach you.

Thank you very much for whatever cooperation and assistance you can
give me. I hope that the New Year will be bright for you and that you
will enjoy your stay in the Navy. I have a good friend who serves as
a naval chaplain in the San Diego area. He is Father David Ball. If
you have difficulty reaching me, you might ask him to give some
assistance. Thanks.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb
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MOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WANONA, MINNESOTA 55087

PO Box 588

Ciiee af the
Tel, 507/454-4643

Boehiy

December 21, 1988

Dear

Recently I visited with who had worked among
the Hispanic people of Madelia, where you recently resided in the
parish house. In the course of our conversation,

expressed some concerns that you had shared with which resulted
from your time there with the pastor, Father Robert Taylor.

Now that you are somewhat removed from the scene, perhaps you would
not mind sharing with me exactly what it was that troubled you at your
time in the parish house. Your input would be very helpful to me in
trying to deal with the situation. I wish I could have spoken with

you before you left the area.

If you could drop me a line, that would be fine. If you would prefer
to speak with me on the phone, please do so. If I am not available,
please speak with the Vicar General, Father Gerald Mahon, here at the
Pastoral Center. Our number is 507-454-4643. We are usually here
between 9:00 am and 4:00 pm Central Standard Time. If you cannot
reach us, please leave a number where one of us could reach you.

Thank you very much for whatever cooperation and assistance you can
give me. I hope that the New Year will be bright fot you and that you
will enjoy your stay I have a good friend who serves as
a in the He is If
you have difficulty reaching me, you might ask him to give some
assistance. Thanks.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G, Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb
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Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

Dear Bishop John G. Vlazny,

Thank you very much for being interested in my stay in Madelia.

I found the people there to be very loving, and I enjoyed working
with the Hispanics immensely. The children and their parents took
to my care very well. T also enjoyed working with Sister Anna
Louise Kemen. It was apparent that the people there love her and
respect her. I am only sorry that my work with them was so short.
I believe that God is calling me to ministry and to the ministry
for the Hispanic people in particular. My best friend in the
seminary was from will be ordained this

next month.

When I received the invitation to go to Madelia, I was on my way

to California to visit with the Missionaries of Charity and I had
a retreat planned out for Christmas in Italy. Father Taylor had
received my name from my former seminary and I was one of his last
hopes. He had been doing some interviewing and most of the choices
were unavailable. I took his offer to work in Madelia only because
I need the experience and because I thought that it would be rewarding
to work with the Hispanic people who were in need of food, social
services, Church, and love. I did not have much time to decide.
Father Taylor explained that if I was to take the job that I would
have to get back to Minnesota as socon as possible because they were
behind in their programs. I left immediately after my brother's

wedding.

T do not have alot to say about living with Father Taylor. I can
only tell you my expectations. I told him that I was willing to
try whatever ministerial tagk that the parish was ready to assume
with.in its budget. I want to have time to pray and live like I
thought that parish priests live or like what I was told was nec-
essary to support priestly life. I can not say that T did not have
time to pray, condition myself through the YMCA, or go to mass, but
I found these interests of mine to be difficult to do continously in
Madelia. Father said that I had a car for my use and then he made
it apparent that it was mostly for parish use. I learned to follow
the flow of the parish and its understandings about cost and use
of its property. But what Father intended and what became reality
were the same only with quite a little perseverance.on my part. I
had to continually remind him about our vewbal contract. He never
put anything in writing. I guess that I can only say that I found
his style of management to be a little free flowing. He did get
all of his tasks accomplished and the people in the parish seemed
to be pleased with his services, so I am not a good judge there.
I met some Hispanic families that were in the parish for some time,
and they were a little concerned that father wanted them to be
RT000507



enrolled in Saint Mary's school. I did not know the policy on
who is to enroll, nor did I know the cost of enrollment. I think
that Father Taylor wanted the people in the church to send the
children to the school because there was no CCD for grade school
children from the public school. The CCD program in. Madelia
started in the junior high school.

T was in charge of RCIA, and I think that we were developing
a good program and experience for those who wanted to come back to
the Church and for those who wanted to become Catholic. As time
went on, the class went from about ten cadidates down to about four.
The last weekend that I stayed there for RCIA, no one came to the
meeting. We were making progress in the time that I was there. It
took a few weeks for the people to feel free to express their feelings.
I think that when father invited them into RCIA that they were
expecting instruction. I think that they acted as they should have
reacted for a new program. L expected a little more participation
because the parish had just finished Renew, but I did not know nor
was I involved in the selection process. These people were lined
up for RCIA before I arrived on the scene.

In regards to living with Father Taylor, I was probably assuming
too much from a rural parish with only one priest for three parishes.
I have lived in large rectories before with at least two priests.
T was hoping to have prayer like twice a day, father was able to do
it with me in the morning and that was fine. I was mot LoO concerned
about eating together because T know that he had a busy schedule. Fathe
Taylor does well under pressure. Ile always finished a task on time.
T would not follow his style of management because I like to get my
tasks done about a day before they are dEﬁ-if possible,and I then
try to check them over if there is time. But I know that ministry
is full of wonderful. surprises and that each person has their own
style of dealing with them. TFather Taylor seemed to work well with
his staff and had their respect. I like the way that he was able to
make people feel like the ship was not up even if we were up to our
chin in paperwork. In sum, Father Taylor was easy to work with and
he gave me alot of room to be creative. In terms of meeting the .expect-
ations that I had when I interviewed with him over the phone, I would no
have taken the assignment under the verbal scenario that he presented
had T had more time to see the living arrangement. I sold my car and th
verbal agreement included a car. I think that it was proper for the
parish car to be used for only parish use, but father should have
stated that over the phone. I do not feel bad about loosing my trip
to Italy because I made up the money to cover the cost and it was
great to experience the Hispanic ministry for even a brief amount of tim
T could live modestly because I like to live simply, but I felt guilty
about receiving the ample salary that T had with the little work that
was available. Winter was setting in and all of the new families coming
into Madelia were settled in so I was mostly involved in follow up
ministry and the continued practice of Spanish. The RCIA came to a
stand still, and I felt that it was going to creep along because of
the fact that the timing was bad for a rural farm community and they
did not like their free time used up on Sunday. 1 can not judge this
reasoning, I found it to be their way and I could only show interest
to them For RCIA. I could not nor should I tell them their priorities.

RT000508



Currently, I am busy completing . I have signed

on with the to serve in a capacity that fits with my
abilities and interests. I am enjoying the
I have not seen anything except the , but

T am told that the area is very large and spread out. I
am trying to use my ministerial skills in coordination
with the chaplain's office here at the Naval Training Center.

I am a , and I try to be flexible in any given
situation. The men in my company are about ten years younger
then me, but I am getting along quite fine within my company.
The company is using my past ministerial experience
to help him to create community within the company. I do this
harmonv buildine by leading the prayers and by being the

_ I also serve the chaplains by helping
the coordination of the liturgies. I help to set up each mass,
and I train the readers to proclaim the gosple readings for
each Sunday. The chaplains here believe that I should try to
become a I am now seeking this out because I
have always wanted to be a chaplain, but I was waiting for it
to be recognized that I have the capabilities to do the task.
Father John Quinn is helping me to apply. '

I will give you more information if you require it, and T will
be of service to you or to the Church in Winona in any way that
I can. I would greatly appreciate it if you could help me in
any way to be received in to the San Diego Diocese. I am receiv-
ing plenty of help from Father Quinn in regards to who to meet
and to apply through, but I would like to talk to Father Ball
at his convenience to get a better idea of what this area is
like and to get an understanding of the needs of the people
living in the area. If you could help in any way in this
discernment process, Liwould greatly honored. Please keep me
in your prayers.

Sincerely Yours,

RT000509



RECEIVED JAN 3 1988

RT

Most Reverend John @. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

Dear Bishop John G. Vlazny,

Thank you very much for being interested in my stay in Madelia,
I found the people there to be very loving, and I enjoyed working
with the Hispanicsg immensely. The children and their parents took
to my care very well. I also enjoyed working with

It was apparent that the people there love and
respect I am only sorry that my work with them was so short.
I believe that God is calling me to ministry and to the ministry
for the Hispanic people in particular Mv best friend in the
seminary was from ' will be ordained this

next month.

When T received the invitation to go to Madelia, I was on my way
to visit with the Missionaries of Charity and I had

a retreat planned out for Christmas in Italy. Father Taylor had

were unavailable. I took his offer to work in Madelia only because

I need the experience and because I thought that it would be rewarding
to work with the Hispanic people who were in need of foed, social
services, Church, and love, I did not have much time to decide,
Father Taylor explained that if T was to take the job that I would
have to get back to Minnesota as soon as possible because they were
behind in their programs. I left immediately after ’

I do not have alot to say about living with Father Taylor. I can
only tell you my expectations. I told him that I was willing to
try whatever ministerial t%ﬁk that the parish was ready to assume
with_in its budget. I want®to have time to pray and live like T
thought that parish priests live or like what I was told was nec-
essary to support priestly life. I can not say that I did not have
time to pray, condition myself through the YMCA, or g0 to mass, but
I found these interests of mine to be difficult to do continously in
Madelia. Father said that T had a car for my use and then he made
it apparent that it was mostly for parish use. I learned to follow
the flow of the parish and its understandings about cost and use
of its property. But what Father intended and what became reality
were the same only with quite a little perseverance.on my part. I
had to continually remind him about our verbal contract. He never
put anything in writing. I guess that I can only say that I found
his style of management to be a little free flowing. He did get
all of his tasks accomplished and the people in the parish seemed
to be pleased with hig services, so I am not a good judge there.

I met some Hispanic families that were in the parish for some time,
and they were a little concerned that father wanted them to be
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enrolled in I did not know the policy on
who is to enroll, nor did I know the cost of enrollment. I think
that Father Taylor wanted the people in the church to send the
children to the school because there was no CCD for grade school
children from the public school. The CCD program in Madelia
started in the junior high school.

I was in charge of RCIA, and I think that we were developing
a good program and experience for those who wanted to come back to
the Church and for those who wanted to become Catholic. As time
went on, the class wént from about ten cadidates down to about four.
The last weekend that I stayed there for RCIA, no one came to the
meeting. We were making progress in the time that I was there., It
took a few weeks for the people to feel free to express their feelings.
I think that when father invited them into ‘RCIA that they were
expecting instruction. I think that they acted as they should have
reacted for a new program. I expected a little more participation
because the parish had just finished Renew, but I did not know nor
was I involved in the selection process. These people were lined
up for RCIA before I arrived on the scene. '

In regards to.living with Father Taylor, I was probably assuming
too much from a rural parish with only one priest for three parishes.
I have lived -in large rectories before with at least two priests.
I was hoping to have prayer like twice a day, father was able to do
it with me in the morning and that was fine. I was not too concerned
about eating together because I know that he had a busy schedule. Father
Taylor does well under pressure. He always finished a task on time.
I would not follow his style of management because I like to get my
tasks done about a day before they are dg, if possible,and I then
try to check them over if there is time. But I know that ministry
is full of wonderful. surprises and that each person has their own
style of dealing with them. Father Taylor seemed to work well with
his staff and had their respect. I like the way that he was able to
make people feel like the ship was not up even if we were up to our
chin in paperwork. In sum, Father Taylor was easy to work with and
he gave me alot of room to be creative. 1In terms of meeting the .expect-
ations that I had when I interviewed with him over the phone, I would not
have taken the assignment under the verbal scenario that he presented
had I had more time to see the living arrangement. I sold my car and the
verbal agreement included a car. T think that it was proper for the
parish car to be used for only parish use, but father should have
stated that over the phone. I do not feel bad about loosing my trip
to Italy because I made up the money to cover the cost and it was
great to experience the Hispanic ministry for even a brief amount of time.
I could live modestly because I like to live simply, but I felt guilty
about receiving the ample salary that I had with the little work that
was available. Winter was setting in and all of the new families coming
into Madelia were settled in so I was mostly involved in follow up
ministry and the continued practice of Spanish. The RCIA came to a
stand still, and I felt that it was going to creep along because of
the fact that the timing was bad for a rural farm community and they
did not like their free time used up on Sunday. I can not judge this
reasoning, I found it to be their way and I could only show interest
to them for RCIA. I could not nor should I tell them their priorities.
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Currently, I am busy completing . I have signed
on with to serve in a capacity that fits with my

abilities and interests. I am enjoving the
I have not seen anything except , but
I am told that the area is very large and spread out. I
am trying to use my ministerial skills in coordination
with the chaplain's office

T am -, and I try to be flexible in any given
situation. The men in my company are about ten years younger
then me, but I am getting along quite fine within my company.
is using my past ministerial experience

to help him to create community within the company. I do this
harmony building by leading the prayers and by being the dompany

' I also serve the chaplains by helping
the coordination of the liturgies. I help to set up each mass,
and I train the readers to proclaim the gosple readings for
each Sunday. The chaplains here believe that I should try to
become a . I am now seeking this out because T
have always wanted to be a chaplain, but I was waiting for it
to be recognized that I have the capabilities to do the task.

. helping me to apply.

I will give you more information if you require it, and I will
be of service to you or to the Church in Winona in any way that

I can. I would greatly appreciate it if vou could help me in
any way to be received in to the I am receiv-
ing plenty of help from ' in regards to who to meet
and to apply through, but I would like to talk to ~

at his convenience to get a better idea of what this area is

like and to get an understanding of the needs of the people
living in the area. If you could help in any way in this
discernment process, Iiwould greatly honored. Please keep me

in your prayers.

Sincerely Yours,
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

PO Box 388
Tel. 507/454-4643

Olfiee: of the

Liship

January 23, 1989

Dear

Thank you very much for your recent letter. I apprecia-
ted hearing from you and I am grateful for your willing-
ness to review your experiences at Madelia with me.

, at the end of your letter you indicated that you
would be willing to give me more information if I were to
require it. I would like to reach you by telephone so
that we might clarify some matters that were brought to
my attention. Please do me the favor of sending me a
telephone number at which you can be reached. Please
feel free to call me at the Diocesan Pastoral Center in
Winona (507-454-4643) with a message. Please reverse the
charges.

God bless you in your new life with the You will
be in my prayers.

Your brother in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winoma

JGV:iwb
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WIS SANBORN
WINONA. MINNESOTA 55987

PO Box 588

Olfice of the
Tel, 507/454-4643

Bisho)

January 23, 1989

Dear

Thank you very much for your recent letter. I apprecia-
ted hearing from you and I am grateful for your willing-
ness to review your experiences at Madelia with me.

at the end of your letter you indicated that you
would be willing to give me more information if T were to
require it. I would like to reach you by telephone so
that we might clarify some matters that were brought to
my attention. Please do me the favor of sending me a
telephone number at which you can be reached. Please
feel free to call me at the Diocesan Pastoral Center in
Winona (507-454-4643) with a message. Please reverse the

charges.

God bless you in your new life with You will
be in my prayers.

Your brother in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb

RT000247



p

o v r . ’
o s
(SR AR %

S,
Aldes P

i - N I
% Ak ol 7

. \ R
P AR S I 0 L SR /.‘:.zl =2 %) Ll

s v ' 7.-"‘ b p ! s
éﬁm:--h,.:,-_?.ﬂ-,_‘-:.{:f» Sl g ) T

eyl ' : N
St x A7 : . #
',,."li—'/t.-{ & .//’,u"/l.g [

p s L il A 4 ) S
= (,:1 %
/, A - . / ST
e - =* . . - . ] 'y il
- b, = 0 ; s A e o g bk e e f
s Vil ‘L.,;.{-{._;;_ff“ 2tz A T S RO 7 ;;:1'3'/ T et L e 4 o

El-',f,’/,&-.--f (s s c

A -
i SFRE g T R

ﬂ:;-; {"ﬂ., t?/}'{:ﬂg.’_ L g LA A é/’}’\:]' 1

e
by Rl o
;4/{' RS AT

e AU p E

e
LAY * S P

, .

- I’ﬁ"&.’-t ._L'._«-.._, P A

S
s 3 P -t:;_jI I(:'v‘ i ot

Rl .

-4._. v o 3e? ?[’2 g Ll e

;,(J 4. /g

-‘\:i::"'fk"} ¥ AR "[f-{./—‘i"} )';'_;.'.J ( fon ¥ éf?,--{.‘u\.:‘ e /).-J.ﬂ-. 6
- A )

F # S
,__‘-':"J P o ST R R e o S »..:*3 [ AR R Y .f"{f weite &

bl P e

L;"’ et 7 e

/',-/;;,;-5, .ﬁil et it \ i
- I

RT000248



e e

yots

i e l" 0
el Gl L LA

I
i /?_,{-_" £y _,f:/-.?‘ FRpAL

A vd t e ; . . =
P o e Dl el /,_;"L‘e'i:if __,_.7—--:',.5'- S S U e e
FLperstaio st dk -'-2:# [ Pt 3 rn:?_"f.‘.‘.- ‘,- Pl Z P

.
i
Ll

ey

# {i;"\; ST

[ 5 . R .
T P o ol el o A _’/ L ,ﬁ?_.’.:-d- A e
d .
v ; i P
Y - ‘ .’j > e rs
o] Sl g A e R s (_l_,-r.’-;...-..;_._/ ,

i sbr Pl ,.;-'.L-.._-.w.,»({.-‘.-,;, Busgoit wy TR

o

i ._{z; 2 e 4...,,_..41:(;:»' G j'~| ;U.-‘.-—(ab: G

. :_i/ U
3 ] A
A Egan bl s | A
: ) P I . P I S
PR e ~"-‘" _,—-(—L ﬂﬂ,h.. ol ,::¢- e

. ,"} -.-/ 7 l"ft"“’- A "“""’7)‘)“' o 2:. /ﬁb./.(;/ (’/cnﬁ'

:,:_._ aufl _,»f:.- o S —’ft’r)
it pui
: ""_J.:f-»' -.x/_ :

B A ‘(a {/ A.- s ,o;,q.z Loz -"r.v.g/ .,.F-,rf- ,,,_f} /.{f e o a2 é_.

r““":{.-’ J .’:7’ e / . ."} \.,; - r R > 1
" - i ._[ e ), c!ﬂ""'i/"‘/ {'\.L-!l'-lé z-{-_?.i‘--s‘ft'-fy

s - / '_'( Lol S \:-.,,ﬁ' - g L FORPAEEF 177 &gl 7
‘/ e rt- t..{', N...,Lr‘; - & O p S -.,.,‘: o
o _,/ - > iz Pl S . . . .-7 I—¢’ W O A
i o Egped el ¢ Lowse f? yod o ‘u—fwzﬁ &,

U
""""-—-'mfé ft 7z, --'—/ L«"’f/ 7 ;-,_J_‘ fc'-w‘ 'r-'-i’—-'”(;’ W

B S . —
£ Tl 2 1 «4‘-/.,'.;..-2.4_-

*'?‘gg‘.’({‘.{rj ,/‘,”‘1. ‘.t-‘__ f,_‘z.) (‘f&-\c--

LLL':!.;-Z’, i Pt

kil ittt il S o

=

i -’i f it A AR 1
‘ 3 I ’I‘- : / “i ‘*‘/ TG4 wf:' {f f/u .{&J g T e [n.‘"‘i‘/ &l
?/'_' ;('J __7!i_,g.¢,k.) /é- \;—‘}f_f)_ a 5

¢ ] - it
4 - # e S
- L, L Lo 2 RIS e
.,éa‘.“-*t'-*xz .Z:.s, e ‘-Aj"f'li-' 5 twr:fi. ;'z-L Gauts """ S L é f" TE ¢ é' r < f.
=8 DY Ak vy o
{/J T e B »":-’/"/] AR AP '3,1;1: g 7 yaiie TR SN } Lo S C'i.,( o ]

- L/f—-’-!';,"- /:7 ',,_',_: ‘//?-‘;,', 7o /.‘L”

! g e 00
b L

RT000249



e} it Pl «.--,-wt b for
< 4
G ,-",' o U g i
P 2 L,J PRES S A s 2 e F T LN TR
.('

> : ) o
e BN SRy e o 8 T (ol s PN PRV SRR

/h fa L o Ny _"*C'J..m:') il -" A \4'5";') - sreeterst
" o .
&y e B

o b P ) R ,&_:,*:»:i) PPy S o
- )

s
gy ! i - i % '
s - 2 /2—:, ¢ ! ‘}_ ,/,‘ 7 il €9, L ,.-] ¢ R
4 aite 2 : % pit o bt ' . %
? o O AR S S iy, At

/:‘;J PO gt
' ; ’ p
L . ! - -f.:-‘:-"*‘" -z:f._,._ Lo e
7
Faer kot e __{_/f
! A P \ T
; e iy l-‘.(' S

il i € < g2 ot ARGt

Lo

- ;‘ et ‘a’ /t:-
g o d -.".:JJ‘. #
o W e 7 7 !: ‘i &

"'--‘.f

AR T o

-.‘.,7.,_, A Loy j)
§ Y
F

:?,./ Tt sy S A e '_?
' (:f G p e b FT Fee b

7,

L@.._L ot

W ﬁ ,{)_4*-17;:,*-/ £
.,,Z'—-v'f-)f—.n'r‘i’d"‘ﬂ-—é—»‘{ Z Lyt gy B Hlt B ot
s gt fon ! &viw) e e

&

\..p:.("--’.":L.-(,'.’-.L’?’f/ //'/ 7 e ..-1./1 /«1%{ 2 /.,/A" 5
[ '

7
vt gieeile

RT000250



R FILE COPY

DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WIEST SANBORN
WINONA. MINNESOTA 55087

PO Box 588

Wlice of the
Tel. 507/454-4643

Bishop

June 8, 1989

Dear

This week 1 received your letter in which you reviewed several concerns of
yours about parish life at St. Mary's in Madelia. I can understand your
request for confidentiality concerning your letter and complaint, but, unless
I am able to share the letter with Fr. Taylor, the information will not be

very helpful.

If you should reconsider your decision about confidentiality, I would be most
grateful. But if you cannot, I understand. I shall do what I can with my
limited resources to learn more about the situation.

All of you are very much in my prayers. I enjoyed my visit to St. Mary's for

Confirmation this spring. Your parish has a wonderful reputation in the
Diocese of Winona. I pray that your good name will be enhanced and preserved,

God bless.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

+‘-Ts'a4t\l JJ- |/«€[L “C LLL?/

Bishop of Winona

JGV: im
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FILE MEMORANDUM

To: File

From: Bishop John Vlazny
Date: July 17, 1989

Re: Father Robert Taylor

I met with Father Taylor on June 28 at St. Francis Church. We
reviewed his transfer from St. Pius, Rochester, to Madelia five
years ago. We also discussed some of the troubles that are currently
besetting him in Madelia these days. Parishioners have heard rumors
about his transfer five years ago and also some questions have arisen
about appropriate behaviors within the rectory at present.

At the meeting Father Taylor insisted that he did visit with
1984, Eventually I learned that he had one appointment,
but no report was sent to Bishop Watters about that visit.

I spoke with him via telephone on July 14 and asked him to go to
a psychological evaluation. Depending upon the eval-
uvation, a report of which will be sent to me, he may return to
for consultation.

Concerns about homosexual companions in his life as well as his
personal great need to control matters, as in the Priests' Retirement
Board, make this situation problematic. Bob may need help. He works
very, very hard and may be overextending himself to compensate for

other matters.

see Bob and I will meet with him again.

RT000253
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WIEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987
PO Box 583

Office of the
Bishop

June 19, 1989

Rev. Robert H. Taylor

St. Mary's Church

212 First Street, N.E.
Madelia, Minnesota 56062

Dear Bob,

Thank you for requesting a Bishop's Medal for I shall arrange
to have one sent to you that you will be able to present to at a Sunday
mass or a special parish gathering. Please convey my personal sentiments of
appreciation to for generous service to the church these many
years, The article in the hewspaper was certainly impressive.

Bob, I was hoping to see you at the Workshops, but I did not notice your
presence until Wednesday morning, when it was too late. Please do me the
favor of calling my office and arranging for an appointment soon. If it is
too difficult for you to come to Winona, perhaps we can arrange to meet in
Rochester someday when I will be heading that way.

Your brother in the Lord,

+ \T@p\.ov 2. Vlae ting

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm

Tel, 507/454-4643
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 355987

PO Box 588

Oifice of the
Tel. 507/454-4643

Bishop

June 19, 1989

Rev. Robert H. Taylor

St. Mary's Church

212 First Street, N.E.
Madelia, Minnesota 56062

Dear Bob,

Thank you for requesting a Bishop's Medal for . I shall arrange
to have one sent to you that you will be able to present to her at a Sunday
mass or a special parish gathering. Please convey my personal sentiments of
appreciation to - for her generous service to the church these many
years. The article in the newspaper was certainly impressive.

Bob, I was hoping to see you at the Workshops, but I did not notice your
presence until Wednesday morning, when it was too late. Please do me the
favor of calling my office and arranging for an appointment soon. If it is
too difficult for you to come to Winona, perhaps we can arrange to meet in
Rochester someday when I will be heading that way.

Your brother in the Lord,

'j“ \Tg—a_L\J v-)g- blvgﬁ'i, L-Ll..-a

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm
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FILE COPY

55 WEST SANDORN
WINDNA, MINNESOTA SSY87

RT

ot ol the PO Box 588
i Tel. 507/ 454-46.10

September 21, 1989

Reverend Peter Lechner, S.P.
Director

Villa Louis Martin

Jemez Springs, NM 87025

Re: Reverend Robert H. Taylor
St. Mary Church
212 First Street N.W.
Madelia, MN 56062
(507)642-8305

Dear Father Lechner,

It ie with a sense of deep respect and appreciation that I refer one
of our dliocesan priests, Father Robert Taylor, to your care at Villa
Louis Martin. TFather Taylor presently serves as pastor of three
parishes in the diocese, one of which has a school. He has been a
priest of the diocese for over thirty years and was born June 13,

1930,

Father Taylor comes from a small town here in southern Minnesota and
served for many years as a college teacher at our Catholic college in
Winona, St., Mary's, before full-time pastoral ministry the past seven

years.

Since my arrival in the Diocese of Winona two years ago, several times
I have been called upon to deal with complaints and concerns that were
raised as a result of Father Taylor's ministry.

First of all, there was a huge controversy in our presbyterate con-
cerning the Priests' Retirement Fund which Father Taylor had managed
for many years. Essentially, the priests perceived Father Taylor's
involvement as a tremendous asset because his reports indicated that
investments were reaping marvelous returns. In fact, the retutns were

RT000259



RT

Reverend Peter Lechner, S.P.
September 21, 1989
Page 2

no greater than what one could have achieved by keeping the money in a
traditional 5% savings account. Some still wonder what he actually
did with the funds because so many of the investments were of a rather
risky nature., We still are having trouble collecting from some of the
creditors in the area of real estate investments that he made. One
individual claims that the diocese owes him money because of promises
Father Taylor made about further payments if investments went well.

My predecessor knew nothing of these promises, It probably has more
to say with the type of individual with whom Father Taylor worked than
with what he may actually have said.

Father Taylor has been assigned to the three parishes in central
Minnesota for over four years now. He began with two parishes and
picked up a third one. He is bright and capable, but winds up being
unappreciated by many people in the parish. He has a way of talking
down to people and he uses vulgar language in the presence of young-
sters. This is probably a carryover from his college ministry days.
A cloud of sexual innuendo seems to follow him in recent years. Some
parishioners of his present church have become curlous about his
untimely transfer into their midst from a large parish in Rochester.
Truthfully, my predecessor transferred him to remove him from a
problematic situation where his associate pastor, who has subsequently
left the priesthood, was accusing him of inappropriate homosexual

involvements with young men in the rectory.

This past year a member of Father's staff reported that a young ex-
seminarian lived with Father Taylor for six weeks and eventually left
because he sensed that Father Taylor might act inappropriately with
him. Father Taylor says the young man himself was a homosexual and
denies any inappropriate behavior with the young man. Father Taylor
denies that he is a homosexual. But there certainly seems to be a
concern about boundaries for him with respect to relationships.

This summer I asked that he approach “icensed
consulting psychologist, for a psychological evaluation.

reported to me that Father Taylor's MacAndrew's Alcoholism Scale
Score on the MMPI was 25, above that of the general population and
averages at our for victims of alcoholism here in Roches-
ter. Father denies any problem with alcohol, indicating to me that he

drinks very irregularly.
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Reverend Peter Lechner, S.P.
September 21, 1989
Page 3

The concerns about finance, crude and controlling ways of dealing with
people, recurring sexual innuendo, extraordinary involvement in work,
the question about the alcoholism scale, and the fears of parishioners
all prompt this recommendation. This is certainly an opportunity for
some self exploration and personal growth in Father Taylor's life,
Father Taylor has agreed to this personal leave, albeit reluctantly.
In many ways he views this intervention on my part as "much to do
about nothing.'" But I continue to be concerned about him and am
hopeful that you will be able to provide him with a climate and a
program that will provide him with new directions and allay some of
the continuing concerns that plague his ministry.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb
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ST. MARY'S CHURCH
1507) 642-8305

212 197 ST. N.E, MADELIA, MINNESOTA 56062
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be:

1 thira

Reverend Gerald Mahon
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DIOCEST O WINONA g’ giﬁ g: ,@g %"“ ¥

55 WEST SANBORN

WINONA, MIEHNESOTA 595987

b2

PO Box 588
Tel, 507/454-4643

wl the

September 22, 1989

Reverend Robert Taylor
St. Mary Church

212 First Street N.W.
Madelia, MN 56062

Dear Bob,

My prayers and concern for you are undiminished, but I am extremely
grateful for your cooperation in our recent discussions about your
personal leave and program of care in the months ahead. I simply
would like to confirm in writing some of the matters we discussed in
recent days. Father Peter Lechner, S.P., is the director of Villa
Louis Martin in Jemez Springs, New Mexico, where you will be going for
assessment and care. T have written to him giving my approval of your
entry into an appropriate program at the Villa. I remind you to sign
your release for Dr. Ollendick so that he may send the evaluation he
prepared for me in August to Father Lechner.

You will be expected in Jemez Springs on Monday, October 16. After
Father Lechner receives my letter, he will contact you about arrange-
ments for your stay there. He will eventually need information about
the way you will arrive, if you will need to be met at the airport.

I am asking you and Father Collins to agree mutually about the announ-
cement of your plans. Father Charles Collins will serve as administr-
ator of the parish in the months ahead. I believe that he would like
to be able to tell the pecople in Leroy and Grand Meadow on the weekend
of September 30 - October 1 about his departure on October 16,

You will be free of your responsibilities at Madelia, Lake Crystal and
Truman after Sunday, October 15. If you need to leave sooner for
whatever reason, please let me know so that appropriate substitution
can be provided on that final weekend.

May the Lord continue to bless you in the weeks and months ahead. I
pray that this will be a time of very special and amazing grace for

you.

Your brother in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb
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NIOCESE O WINONA F i L E EBP Y

55 WIST SANBORN
WINONA. MINNESOTA 53947
il wl Ahie PO Box 508
ol
Hishin Tel. 507/454-4613

September 22, 1989

Reverend Robert Taylor
St. Mary Church

212 First Street N.W.
Madelia, MN 56062

Dear Bob,

My prayers and concern for you are undiminished, but I am extremely
grateful for your cooperation in our recent discussions about your
personal leave and program of care in the months ahead. I simply
would like to confirm in writing some of the matters we discussed in
recent days. Father Peter Lechner; S.P., is the director of Villa
Louis Martin in Jemez Springs, New Mexico, where you will be going for
assessment and care. I have written to him giving my approval of your
entry into an appropriate program at the Villa. 1 rvemind you to sign
your release for so that he may send the evaluation he

prepared for me in August

You will be expected in Jemez Springs on Monday, October 16, After
receives my letter, he will contact you about arrange-

ments for your stay there. He will eventually need information about

the way you will arrive, if you will need to be met at the airport.

I am asking you and to agree mutually about the announ-

cement of your plans. ' will serve as .
of the parish in the months ahead. I believe that he would like

to be able to tell the people in Leroy and Grand Meadow on the weekend
of September 30 - October 1 about his departure on October 16.

You will be free of your responsibilities at Madelia, Lake Crystal and
Truman after Sunday, October 15. If you need to leave sconer for
whatever reason, please let me know so that appropriate substitution
can be provided on that final weekend.

May the Lord continue to bless you in the weeks and months ahead. I
pray that this will be a time of very special and amazing grace for

you.

Your brother in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb
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PARACLETE

Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586

September 25, 1989

Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

Office of the Bishop: P.0. Box 588
Winona, Minnesota 55987

Dear Bishop Vlazny,

Thank you for your letter of the 21st of September,
outlining the issues that have lead to the Reverend Robert
Taylor's being referred to Villa Louis Martin for evaluation
and treatment. I appreciate your taking the time to write in
detail about these matters and your personal concern about
Father Taylor. I and the staff here will be happy to do
whatever we can to help him in terms of spiritual help and

therapy.

We are ready to receive him on Monday the 16th of
October; during the rest of the week he will be undergoing
evaluation. At the end of the week he can either return to
Minnesota to wait the results of the evaluation, or he can
stay on and begin the program on the following Monday (Octobex
23rd). Either way will work well with our scheduling; it
would be important, of course, that this is clear to Fr.
Taylor before he leaves Minnesota,

Respectfully yours,

RPots, dochsr = P

(rev.) Peter Lechner, s.P.
Director: Villa Louis Martin
QecT /0

Daon 2y Viaprmy
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Bishop John G, Vlazny 10-13-89
Office of the Winona Catholic Diocese

Winona, Mn., 55987

Dear Bighop Vlazny,

WQUOTED BY REV. CANON GEOFFREY GRAY: People expsct their priest to have the gkill
in sermon composition of Knox, the oratorical power of Churchill, the personal oharm
of a film star, the tact of royalty, the hide of a hippo, the administrative ability
of Lord Nuffield, the wisdom of Socrates and the patience of Job, Some people muat
often be disappointed." (R.D. Sept. 1989)

With Father Taylor going on a leave of absence, it mskes one wonder Just what is
going on. What has prompted this leave? It also makes me want to show both you and
Father Teylor my solid show of support for his pastorate while being here at St. Marys
parish. He 18 a great priest. He has given all of his time for the past five years to
gserving the needs of the parishes that he serves. I have worked closely with him on
vﬁrioua things while serving a three year term on the parish finance oommittee.

However, molre important than the secular business of a parish, is the spiritual
business. The spiritual leadership given by Father Taylor i1s second to none., In my
own personal experience he has guided my family through the trials and tribulations
agsgociated with the death of my :mother in and my father in Without exception,
anyone under hls pastorate that haa had e crists in their familles, will tell you that
he was there with guidance and support., As far as I am concerned, this is what the
prdesthood is all about. He has served the needs of his flock very well,

We have had quite an influx of Hispanics in our community. Many of these people

came here without clothing, food, shelter or the ability to speak English, Father

Taylor has done more for the Hispanios thafi a1l of the protestant ministew combined.

RT000264



Bigh@IVlazny Page 2

{we have ten protestamt churches in and around our community) Unfortunately, it is
this very work (the work of Christ) that has probably brought him the most critioism.
I am not proud to admit that we have our shere of prejudices towards the Hispanics
both in our community and within our church. I am not sure that we, as parishoners,
or the Hispenlcs themselves, appreciate the effort and work put forth by Father Taylor
in helping these people both spirituslly and domestically. Without a doubt, Father
Taylor has done more for the physical well-being of the Spanish Americans thah
anyone else in town. Under his lesadership, we mve learned what it is like fo listen
to seripture in & language other thean our own. We have listened to, and sung with,
the Higpanics both in English and in'Spanish. It has been interesting..lt has been
good,

Father Taylor 1s a workaholic. He seems to thrive on being busy all of the time.
He has given every day of the past five years to the people that he servési. I do not
want him leaving here under adverse conditions or under circumstances that would have
him leaving with a bad feeling, He deserves better than that. He is a good person. He
is concerned about the education, welfare and spirituality of his parishoners and he
works tirelessly for them.

You should be well aware of the fact that 1t is extremely difficult to keep a
Catholic school in operation at this time. We gtill have our school, Agaln, it is
through the efforts of Father Taylor that we have not only maintained our achool but
are able to offer quality education. He and a committee are working hard on an
sendowment program in order to perpetuate thds Catholie institution, Not only lis the
education of our school been important to Father Taylor, but he has always insisted
on education for the aduits aa well and has tried various programs directed towards
thig goal.

He has had a big job while serving aa pastor here, He has done a good job. Please

make sure that he 1s not punished because of a few maloontents.

Singerely,

RT000265



Bishoﬂkqianzy Page 3

P.S. After writing and rereading this letter, acouple of other things came to mind
regarding Father Talor and his pastorate; He did much more than help our family
during the illness and death of our parents. Before they became ill, he spent time
with them. He became good friends with them. Not only did he sperd time with my
parents, but he alsc found time to visit the other shut-ins of our parish. Not an
sagy task when trying %o keep three parishes going.

Another thing that I admired in Father Taylor was his ability to atay away from,
and stay out of the various soclal cliques that seem to be a part of soms parishes
including my own. It may well be that some people criticize him for this but there
are far more of ug that admire him because of 1t.

If he feels that he is right about something, he will stick by his feelings even
though it may mean stepping on somebodies toes. No pussyfooting around, I like that

in an indivigual,
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tee ol the

October 16, 1989

Dear

Please accept this acknowledgement of your recent letter dated
October 13, 1989. I was happy that you sent a copy to Father Taylor,
because so often our priests are informed about criticlsms but not
about praise., T am sure that Father Taylor appreclates your support.

Permit me to add my own personal gratitude for all the kind things you
had to say about the spiritual leadership of Father Taylor as pastor
of your parish. Please keep him in your prayers during this time of a
personal leave. As you indicated in your letter, he works very hard
and deserves some time for his own needs and well-being.

I hope that the new parish administrator, ; will receive
the same cooperation from you as did Father Taylor. God bless.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb
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