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Bishop John VYlazny
55 W. Sanborn
Winona. MN 55987

Dear Bishop VYlazny,

I am writing thls letter at the request of i y 2

feliow parishioner at Holy Family Church in Lake Crystal.

has informed me that several cumors have been
circulating in the Holvy Family and Madella’s St. Mary’s parlshes
about the ¢ircumstances of the departure of Father Robert Tavlor,
As I“m sure vou know, Father Tavlior is taking a few months off for
some rest and relaxatlian. Apparently rumors have started that he
actually left because he embezzled $300,000 from St. Mary’s Church,
and other rldlculousg accusationg have heen made.,

I have absoiutelvy no reasaon to belleve that Father Taylor Is gone
for any other reaszon than that stated above, I know him to he an
extremely consclentious pastor who works nonstop for the good of the
three parisnes under hig purview., I have no ldea what the Intentlons
of those starting the rumors are, hut I beileve that they are
extremely malicious and co Father Tavior and nls parishes a grave
iniustice.

On a practlcal note, with the gritiecal shortage of prlests In our
area and In the whole country, it is obvlousiy counterproductive to
do anythlng that would allenate a priest who has worked so diligently
for the benefit of his parishioners.

1 am and know flrsthand some of the
stresses that are Involved in living and working in a small town, If
anvone made statements about me such as have been made about Father
Taylor, I wouldn‘t hesltate to consider a 1lbel sult.

I'm sure vou realize from the tenor of this letter that I am
outraged that anvone would malign Father Tayvlor no matter what the
motlve. I7m not sure that anything can be done about this situation
other than supporting Father Taylor. but {f you do hear of any bad
rumors about him. pleas take the above statements into consideration.

Yours truly,
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October 24, 1989

Dear

Please accept this acknowledgement of your recent letter dated
October 21, 1989.- I am surprised that requested that
you send me a letter since I have not heard about this matter

from him or anyone else.

Certainly I appreciate your support of Father Taylor during this
time of his personal leave. Father Taylor is away on leave with
my permission and there is no truth to the kinds of rumors you
have reported. Perhaps Father Taylor should have spoken more
clearly to the people about his time away, but those who wish to
be critical will be critical no matter what is stated.

Thank you for the support and appreciation you extend to Father
Taylor. Please keep him in your prayers., I hope that you will
also be supportive of as he continues the
work of priestly ministry in your community as administrator of
the three parishes for which Father Taylor has served as pastor.

God bless.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb
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From:
Date: October 25, 1989
Re: Lake Crystal/Father Taylor

, called requesting an
appointment with you for him and a few others from to
discuss the parish situation there. He was not open to first talking
with or to writing you a letter stating his concerns.

He indicated that he is supportive of Father Taylor and is concerned
about continued negative undercurrents being promoted by a certain
faction in the parish.

In the light of his supportive stance and insistence on talking with
you, I told him that I would relay his message to you along with his
request that you call him back. He works in .

or he can be

reached at nome,
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To: Bishop Vlazny g:is ;T:" %:%ig' %@

g !fg,\.-‘ﬁ % g E;
From: Bill Baechler
Date: October 25, 1989
Re: Lake Crystal/Father Taylor

, trustee from Lake Crystal Holy Family, called requesting an
appoinctment with you for him and a few others from Holy Family to
discuss the parish situation there. He was not open to first talking
with Fr. Joe Mountain or to writing you a letter stating his concerms.
He indicated that he is supportive of Father Taylor and is concerned
about continued negative undercurrents being promoted by a certain
faction in the parish,

In the light of his supportive stance and insistence on talking with
you, I told him that I would relay his message to you along with his

request that you call him back. He works in iffice in
Mankato, 8:00 am - 4:30 pm, telephone number . or he can be

reached at home,
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Octaober 29, 1989

Most Reverend John Vlazny

Diocese of Winona Pastoral Center
55 West Sanborn

Winona, MN. 33598/

Your Excellency,

1 am not very articulate but feel that I need Lo write. I have
strong feelings about what people are saying about Father Taylor.

Father is probably the greatest thing that has happened to the

Holy Family parish in the years that I have tbeen in Lake .
Crystal. Also, because of him, my husband is back attending Mass

and has become active in the parish community. He has brought a
spiritual renewal to the parish. We are not just attending mass

to fulfill the obligation but weekly come away with something to

help us thyroupgh the week.

Not only has he been godd for the adults but he is great with the
younger members of the parish. He is alive: He also respects
the youth as contributing members of the parish and net "just

kids".

If you are in contact with Father at all, let him know that we
are praying for him and selfishly pray that be comes back to our
parish. Hopefully this is what he will want but most importantly
we pray that he will find his direction to happiness and

fulfilling of his needs.
Thank you for your time.

Cordially,
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DIOCESE OF WINONA Ej gis E ﬁ@??

55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

PO Box 588

Tel. 507/ 454-456.12

November 1, 1989

Dear

First of all, I want to thank you very much for your thoughtful
support of Father Taylor, your pastor, at this time. I shall assure
him of your continuing concern for him and request your prayers for
his well-being and future priestly ministry.

Father's absence from his pastoral duties at the present time is fully
in keeping with diocesan policy and has my unquestioned approval.
Father Taylor has served this diocese generously and capably for many
years. He is one of the family and deserves everyone's respeet and
appreciation. I am glad that you understand that dimension of priest-

ly life and ministry.

As begins his ministry among you as parish
administrator, I hope that you will also give him your full support
and come to know and appreciate his talents and goodness as you have
done so with Father Taylor. God bless.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb
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53 WEST SANBORN
WINONAD MINNESOTA 55087

ol the PO flox 508
Tel, 507/454-4643

November 1, 1989

Dear

First of all, I want to thank you very much for your thoughtful
support of Father Taylor, your pastor, at this time. I shall assure
him of your continuing concern for him and request your prayers for
his well-being and future priestly ministry,

Father's absence from his pastoral duties at the present time is fully
in keeping with diocesan policy and has my unquestioned approval.
Father Taylor has served this diocese generously and capably for many
years. . He is one of the family and deserves everyone's respect and
appreciation. I am glad that you understand that dimension of priest-

ly life and ministry.

As -2gins his ministry among you as parish
administrator, I hope that you will also give him your full support
and come to know and appreciate his talents and goodness as you have
done so with Father Taylor. God bless.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb
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55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA MINNESOTA 55987
PO Box 584
Tel. 507/454-4642
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November 1, 1989

Dear

First of all, I want to thank you very much for your thoughtful
support of Father Taylor, your pastor, at this time. I shall assure
him of your continuing concern for him and request your prayers for
his well-being and future priestly ministry.

Father's absence from his pastoral duties at the present time is fully
in keeping with diocesan policy and has my unquestioned approval.
Father Taylor has served this diocese generously and capably for many
years. He is one of the family and deserves everyone's respect and
appreciation. I am glad that you understand that dimension of priest-

1y life and ministry.

As begins his ministry among you as parish
administrator, I hope that you will also give him your full support
and come to know and appreciate his talents and goodness as you have
done so with Father Taylor. God bless.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb
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e]swoJ,_S'To See
™The living
\ / C\.'); ! \g The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
~ Bishop of Winona
face™o face 55 West Sanborn
,Sf\S)\J,e)I\C)r Winona, Minnesota 55987
SeeK :
r{ | PMA Dear Bishop Vlazny:
>
”.\A'H-\“’ QH\P I am writing to let you know of the many ways we have
-FJ_\ ”'\Z\H\GF\T been blessed during the pastorate of Reverend Robert
}\iS’IT\Jr\fZ/t}\J Taylor, and to urge you to allow him to return to us.
|
\JfT\g:F\’()\RZ In reviewing Canons 528 & 529 describing the pastor's
’ ministry, I find a complete daily agenda in the average
e ——— week of Father Taylor. Regarding the first instruction
) to Preaching, the comments from St. Katherine's,

1

St. Mary's and Holy Family nearly all concur that Father
has been one of the most powerful, relavant, thought provoking, inspiring and
challenging preachers that we have heard. Always taking the Gospel values of
the day as his springboard, Father Taylor continues to frame the author's message
for us in the context of our daily lives. The frequently experienced silences
in our parishes during his homilies attest to the fact that they touched home

and our hearts.

The Lord's message was also proclaimed continually by Father Taylor through his
participation in, and support of, our catechetical programs. It was a rare day

or evening that he was not at all of the programs in our three parishes —-

whether at the Catholic school, or the individual programs at St. Katherine's,

St. Mary's, or Holy Family. Under his leadership, the RCIA program was successfully
begun and completed last year welcoming five new Catholics into our Parish at

the Easter Vigil. Again, under his leadership, we begin the RCIC program this

week for the first time with children at St. Katherine's.

Regarding the second job of the pastor, because of Father Taylor we now have
three separate Liturgy Commissions which each take turns at helping to create
the beautiful liturgies we now enjoy each week. They have learned to study the
readings and to plan the service and environment. They have learned to pool
resources —- both personal and material -- to respect each other's plans and
strengths -- and we implement the same liturgy in each of our Parishes each
week. The Eucharist is the center of our Parishes -- Father Taylor celebrates
with us, and prays with us, and cries with us, rejoices with us and calls us

daily back to the Lord.

The Pastoral care mentioned in the third directive for priests is the core of
Father's day. In the four years that he has been our Pastor at Lake Crystal and
Truman, and the five years that he has been in Madelia, there is hardly a home
that he hasn't stopped to visit. In my experience, I have never known a priest
who loved to be among his people as much as Father Taylor does. From the poor
to the wealthy -- each is treated exactly the same and all are loved the same.
True -- you won't usually find him among the "right social circles" —- you'll
usually find him among God's small ones.

The care that Father gives to the sick, and the dying, and to the families who
have lost a loved one has left lasting imprints on the hearts of his parishioners.
I can attest to that personally, having lost my father-in-law this spring. Time

RT000277



and time again, public thank yous are given to Father for his constant visits,
prayers and support. Our funeral liturgies are personal and joyous and beautiful,
thanks to his careful involvement which includes the family members. And also
under this directive is specifically mentioned the care of the migrants.

I know you are well aware of our unique situation in Madelia, and of the influx
of the Hispanic people that we have been experiencing —- perhaps in larger
numbers lately, than usual. "The least of the bretheren' in town are those with
whom Father expends his time, energies and resources to help them feel welcome
and to make their existence with us more comfortable, just and humane. 1Isn't

it odd, that the directive from Canon Law and the directive of the Lord himself
time and time again could cause such criticism? But, following in the Lord's
footsteps, Father Taylor continues to comfort and heal and work for the Hispanic
people in our midst. Again, oddly enough, perhaps the outspoken criticism

from the people of our Parish should be taken as a supreme compliment -- because
it shows that hearts have been challenged and people have been made to see and
to assess a new way of thinking —- and even if they have not come to the
correct conclusions -- they still have had their visions broadened.

Leadership development -- the fourth directive —- I've already mentioned the
Liturgy Committees which function so well. Under Father's leadership, the
Parish Councils of St. Mary's, St. Katherine's and Holy Family have restructured,
and revised their Constitutions to include the working committees of Social
Concerns, Liturgy, Education, Building and Finance. Constant Enrichment
articles and films have been presented to lead the way in establishing parish
councils which are truly pastoral and removed from the finance committees. Again,
not without struggle, but some of that struggle reflects old ideas and pecple

who are more comfortable with constraint and control rather than collaboration.

We now have lay people trained and in place and comfortable with leading Lay

Word and Eucharistic Services in the absence of priests. Father Taylor has enabled
and empowered many people in our parishes and continues to support them in their
ministries. A tribute and great compliment to him is that we can stand and
function and carry on our ministries even in his absence. Little St. Katherine's
continues to conment on how their services and programs are better now than

when they had a resident pastor. Again, these changes have not come without
struggle, but then Jesus was considered a radical in his day, too.

The fifth obligation of the pastor in the field of administration is again one

of Father Taylor's gifts. He is brilliant, practical, has accomplished the new
addition to the School at St. Mary's, the complete remodelling of St. Katherine's
worship and classroom area, the Cemetery Centerpiece and landscaping at Holy
Family, as well as many updating projects in the Church Buildings. He can assess
situations and make clear and prudent decisions. He directs the Parishes'
finances and budgets carefully, all the time calling attention to the projects

a Church should be about. When I began working with Father Taylor in 1985,

there was not enough money in our accounts to pay his salary. Since then,

the contributions have been rising dramatically at Holy Family and St. Katherine's,
and St. Mary's, despite being plagued by the increasing costs of maintaining

her Catholic Grade School, can still fund and support and expand her Catechetical,
Liturgical and Social Ministry Programs as well as provide the upkeep on her

many beautiful buildings and grounds.

=
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So, in my opinoin, if you were to evaluate Father Taylor on the job description
of a priest according to Canons 528 & 529, you would have to say that he
fulfills each of the directives to the fullest and beyond.

And now on a more personal and relavant note, Father Taylor has been our friend.
Since he left, people have been commenting and conversing with one another
about all the good things that have happened since he has been with us. They
are sorry they have never told him how much he did for them -- they are saddened
now, and do not know how to show their support for him.

Complaints? Surely. Those are about, too. But by people who do not want to
leave their comfortable, secure lives. And by people who do not accept authority
readily, or by people who do not understand that in view of the imposing

issues facing us as Church today, many smaller issues may sometimes seem not

quite so significant.

In the four years that I have worked with Father Taylor, I have never known
him to turn anyone away, regardless of the need or the hour or the person.
is the most compassionate and generous man I know. He relates equally well
with, and saves equal time for, the infant, the crying toddler, the handicapped,
the downtrodden, the socialite. He has been the best teacher and friend that

I have known. Others have always come first -— his own leisure and enjoyment
second. Through the many days, some sometimes lasting from 7:30 am until

10 pm, I have never known Father Taylor to be anything but a perfect gentleman.
He has always dealt with me in a curteous, respectful and fair way. He knows
how to supervise people to bring out the best in them, and I'll be forever
grateful to him for all he has enabled me to be. He has worked side by side
with my three beautiful, teenaged sons who respect him and love him. The youth
throughout our three Parishes, too, respect him and are asking about his return.
As one little boy said on Sunday to his daddy, "But vhere's our real priest?”

He

And now I come to the struggle I am having, and I would dearly appreciate any
insights into it that you could give me. It's about the boat rockers —- like
Jesus and John the XXIII and Paul the VI and Father Taylor. Why is it that the
majority of the good people continue to be silent and to let those who call us
back to humanity to be persecuted? I am quite sure, that if you were to poll
our Parishes, the vast majority would come out with a resounding vote of support
for Father Taylor. Granted, I may be prejudiced, but having lived in Lake
Crystal since 1976, I also have come to xnow and understand quite a number of
our Parishioners. After many years of having been kept in "their place" by
those who "built the Church", we now have an excited, and active and interested
block of young people assuming more and more of the leadership of Holy Family
Parish -- again, thank you, Father Taylor. We're not home yet -- if we just
could have Father around us for a few more years, e maybe could arrive. And
as for our Hispanic "problem", the seeds of prejudice, as you know, are
planted deep -- it is not a new problem for us and certainly not onre brought
about soley by our Hispanice Ministry Program. And, as Father Taylor continues
to reassure us, "our hope lies in our children -- perhaps a generation will
have to pass away before we can begin to see the fruits of our labors."

RT000279



I am asking you to allow Father Taylor to return to us after his leave of
absence, if he so chooses. And I'm asking you, too, to help me understand how
to deal with the complaints of a vocal few which have such influence on the
future of such a good and holy man. I respect your wisdom and vision, and am
well aware that I do not possess it. I am simply trying to understand and

to renew my faith in the goodness of humankind.

I thank you for sending us in this interim pericd. He brings to
us his own gifts and strengths, and is getting more involved in the lives
of our Parishes each week.

Thank you sincerely, too, for listening and understanding and considering,
and I look forward to hearing from you. Know that my prayers are with you,
with our parishes, with Father Taylor, and with our Church.

Your fellow pilgrim,
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November 13, 1989

Rev. Charles Collins
Church of St. Patrick
Leroy, MN 55951

Dear Charlie,

I am writing in reference to Father Robert Taylor's salary and
benefits. The policy in the Diocese of Winona which Bishop
Vlazny has established is to have the parish responsible for a
priest's salary and benefits for three months while he is on a
leave of absence for sickness or inpatient treatment., This would
mean the three parishes would be respousible for paying Father
Taylor his salary until January 15, 1990. At that time, the
Diocese of Winona will presume to follow-up with Bob's salary.

Thank you, Charlie, and if you have any questions, please give me
2 call. I hope all has gone well for you in the transition. It
has been difficult no doubt because of the time of the year, but
so many people have commented on your abilities and the many
gifts and talents you have which will allow you to pull things

together.

Sincerely in Our Lord,

v. Gerald A. Mahon

//f// Vicar General
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RT

Dear

I am writing in reference to Father Robert Taylor's salary and
benefits. The policy in the Diocese of Winoma which Bishop
Vlazny has established is to have the parish responsible for a
priest's salary and benefits for three months while he is on a
leave of absence for sickness or inpatient treatment. This would
mean the three parishes would be responsible for paying Father
Taylor his salary until January 15, 1990. At that time, the
Diocese of Winona will presume to follow-up with Bob's salary.

Thank you, and 1f you have any questions, please give me
a call. I hope all has gone well for you in the transition. It
has been difficult no doubt because of the time of the year, but
so many people have commented on your abilities and the many
gifts and talents you have which will allow you to pull things

together.

Sincerely in Our Lord,

! v. Gerald A. Mahon
Vicar General
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DIOCES), OF WINONA F IL E GGP Y

55 WEST SANBORN
WAINONA MINNESOTA S5087

PO Box 108

Tel, 507/ 454-4647

November 16, 1989

Reverend Robert Taylor
Villa Louils Martin
Jemez Springs, NM 87025

Dear Bob,

Tuesday evening I returned from my travels to Baltimore and Rome. The
bishops' meeting in Baltimore was interesting enough to keep me awake
and the canonization ceremonies in Rome were exhilarating, particular-
ly because of the presence of so many eastern Europeans. They were
enthused and excited. So was I.

Today I called at St. Mary's in Madelia to see how
things are going. He seemea fine but mentioned that you were inter-
ested in coming back to the parishes over the Christmas holidays.
Although he certainly seems open to that possibility, I believe that
it will be best for you to stay away until you complete the program at
Jemez Springs. This might be a good opportunity to visit family or
friends, particularly if you are not expected to stay at Villa Louls

Martin over Christmas,

Thus far I have heard very little from or any of his
colleagues at the Villa. I do hope that things are going well for
you. It was good to talk with you earlier this month and I assire you
that you continue to have a very special place in my prayers.

As you already know from Father Mahon, some of the priests were hoping
to be able to write to you. If you do not want to release your
address, we can certainly suggest to them that they send their letters

here and we can forward them to you,
As we celebrate Thanksgiving next week, be assured of my gratitude for
our fraternity in the service of God's people here in the Diocese of

Winona. I know that it won't be easy to be away over Christmas, but
spring will come. It always does! God bless.

Your brother in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb

RT000283



Crliiee
Bisdap

FILE

DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANUBORN
WANONAMINNESOTA 55987

af the

COPY

PO Box 5&4

Tel, 507/454-4643

November 16, 1989

Dear

First of all, I want to thank you very much for your thoughtful
support of Father Taylor, your pastor, at this time. Y shall assure
him of your continuing concern for him and request your prayers for
his well-being and future priestly ministry.

Father's absence from his pastoral duties at the present time is fully
in keeping with diocesan policy and has my unquestioned approval.
Tather Taylor has served this diocese generously and capably for many
years. He is one of the family and deserves everyone's respect and
appreciation. I am glad that you understand that dimension of priest-

ly life and ministry.

As begins his ministry among you as parish
administrator, I hope that you will also give him your full support
and come to know and appreciate his talents and goodness as you have
done so with Father Taylor. God bless.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb
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November 19, 1989

Bishop John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona
Winona, Mn 55987

Dear Bishop Vlazny,
I am writing to you as
Just a little

insight as to who I am; in addition to being

I am also the :

vver the years, I have taught CCD, been the
adult advisor for Senior CYO, and a member of the liturgy
and finance commissions of the parish. I have sat back
and observed how priests have been reassigned from this
parish and have never written to anyone in authority in
regard to such reassignments, even though the loss of some
priests from this parish have been very difficult to
understand.

At this time, I feel compelled to write to you in light
of your request to Father Robert Taylor that he take an
administrative leave. ( Father Taylor informed the parish
and myself that the request was his request ) The rumors
in our parish community over the past six months have
been to say the least "wild". The vast majority of them
are of such disgust that even reducing all of them to
writing would only add to the hatred which spreads them.
However, one of the rumors which is floating around
the parish is that your request that Father Taylor take
a leave of absence was based upon a letter writing
campaign concerning his use of the English Language.

This rumor did not really concern me as I was aware
that at various times in private conversations with me,
his language was colorful beyound that normally heard
from an educated person.

Ever since this community started to experience the
influx of Hispanics, the true level of "living as if
Christ were in our presence" has shown forth. I have
come to think that if Christ were with us in our community,
he would be shot at and run out of the community. From the
group which would rather send blankets to the pope's
storerocom rather than allow them to be used by the less
fortunate of our community, to those who are critical
of the use of parish facilities to feed the Hispanics,
our true faith is shining forth for all to see.

Is this just a problem of St. Mary's or is it a
community problem? During the early part of this summer,
the city started working with citizens living near the
trailer court ( where most of the Hispanics live ) as
the rumors and problems in this area had reached the
boiling point without anyone on the community level
having a real sense of the potential problems.
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Page # 2

A Lutheran Minister in the community has stated that if

a Hispanic were to attend their church service on a Sunday
that about one-half of the congregation would leave the
service.

I have spent many hours with Father Taylor discussing
not only the community problems but alsc the rumors as
they relate teo St.Mary's faith community. My philosophy
as an administrator has been to listen to all complaints
and concerns voiced by employees and citizens, then take
the time to observe the situation, if possible, prior to
reacting to the problem.

The problems are very deep and distressing in our
community as they are related to a very strong undercurrent
of racism. An example of this statement comes from a
letter which was written to . i
which she shared with me.

In the letter she was accused of running Father Taylor
out of the parish, because she had gotten him involved in
the Hispanic problem which was dividing the parish.
Unfortunately, this type of letter only strengthens

that fact that our problems are deepter than what Father
Taylor was doing in our parish.

I am not trying to defend all of the actions of
Father Taylor, I am trying to point out to you in a
very short letter; that our parish community is made up of
many truly caring faith community members, but we also
have some members who are either very active or respected
in the parish who in may have an underlying racial problem
in addition to having "turf or territorial rights" which
were threatened by Father Taylor's strong will and desire
to work for the poor and underpriviledged of the entire
community.

My letter to you could go on for a considerable number
of pages, but I hope that by sharing with you some of this
information that you will weigh again, all of the
information which you have on hand in the determination
of future assignments of priests to St. Mary's in Madelia.

As at each Mass we pray for your temporal and
spiritual wellbeing, I hope and pray that you will
say a special prayer during Masses said this Advent
season for your faith community in Madelia.

Thank you for your time and may the Holy Spirit

quide you.

Yours in faith,

RT000286



EET A

DIOCESE OF WINONA F EL E GﬂPV

55 WEST SANHORM
WINONA, AINNESOTA 55987
PO Box 518
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B Tel. 507/454-4643

November 20, 1989

Dear

Please accept this acknowledgement of your recent letter of November
7. I had the opportunity to review its contents when I returned home
from Rome this past week. I am grateful for your support of the
priestly ministry of Fr. Robert Taylor. In reading your letter I
sensed that you must understand how much he does need some time away,
so absorbed has he been in his priestly ministry.

I regret to hear that you have been discouraged by some parishioners
who have shared complaints with you. After my twenty-eight years as a
priest I have come to realize that all of this goes with the ter-
ritory. Jesus was not immune. We are not immune. But there are many
people who do appreciate the work of good priests and my conversations
with Fr. Taylor indicate to me that he is very well aware of the fact
that there are many who are grateful for his pastoral presence among

them.

It was kind of vou to mention your appreciation of the priestly pres-
ence of | ' among your people these days, It was not
easy for him to leave his own parishes in Leroy and Grand Meadow to
assume leadership in Madelia, Lake Crystal and Truman. I am sure that
he appreciates whatever support you are able to give him.

May the Lord bless you and all the people you serve at this time of
Thanksgiving and during the holy season of Advent that lies before us.

Please keep Fr. Taylor and all of our priests in our prayers.
God bless.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb
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35 W RN SAMNIORN
AU B R ST F PO U R I B Y

PO Box 58I

L
Tel, 507/d51-4643

November 28, 1989

Dear

Thank you very much for your recent letter concerning the problematic
situations that have developed at St. Mary's Church in Madelia. Your
report concurs with the information that has been shared with me by

both Fr. Taylor and I appreciate whatever assistance you

have been able to give both of these priests.

Fr. Taylor's leave from his pastoral responsibilities is fully in
accord with diocesan policy. Perhaps someday Fr. Taylor will choose
to share with you some other reasons for this time away from his
priestly ministry. But I assure you that it has very little, if
anything, to do with problematic situations at St. Mary's. They
certainly didn't make life easier for him, but they did not seem to

discourage him unnecessarily.

I was uncertain after reading your letter about vour relationship with
the present parish administrator, He has spoken

highly of you and I do believe that he is an excellent choice for the

many and varied duties of the three parishes Fr. Taylor has served the
past five years. His is a difficult task and I encourage you to give

him your full cooperation as parish trustee. God bless.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb
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February 5, 1990

Rev. Robert Taylor
Villa Louis Martin
Jemez Springs, NM 87025

Dear Bob,

I am writing in reference to your salary and benefite, as St.
Mary's Parish and the other parishes are no longer responsible
for your compensatfion. When a priest is involved in any kind of
treatment, the parish and/or institution makes payment for three
months in regard to salary and benefits and then the diocese
accepts this responsibility until the priest returns to his
assignment. However, there is a reduction in the amount of $200
because a priest in treatment is not in need of full
compensation. The breakdown will be as follows:

Salary - $350.00
Longevity - $125.00
Car -~ $425.00
Social Security - $41.67
Pro-Populo - $108.33
Total - $1050.00

You will receive a check, Bob, in the amount of $850.00 for the
month of February and thereafter until you return to an

asslgnment.

Blessings for you, and I hope all is well as you continue this
important time of renewal and development both humanly and

spiritually.

Sincerely in Our Lord,

7
Rev. Ge%gingj Mahon

Vicar General

vﬁcc: Bishop John G. Vlazny
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DIOCESE OF WINONA F ILE [mPY

55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA. AUNNESOTA 55947

|'r||1ut of the PO Box 588
bistimp Tel, 507/454-4643
MEMORANDUM
TO: Father Peter Lechner
FROM: Bishop John Vlazny
DATE: February 14, 1990
SUBJECT: VISIT OF FEBRUARY 26-27

Enclosed are copies of the Curriculum Vitae of Brother Louis
DeThomasis who will accompanying me on my visit to the Villa
Louis Martin at the end of this month. You and others who

will meet Brother Louis would perhaps benefit from reviewing
his curriculum vitae so that you might understand some of the
professional credentials he brings to his analysis of the finan-
cial situation of our Priests' Retirement Board and diocese,

Brother Louis and I are planning to arrive in Albuquergue on

Monday afternoon at 1:23 pm aboard American Airlines Flight 297
from Chicago. We will be leaving Albuquerque on Tuesday after-
noon at 3.41 pm aboard American Airlines carrier 824 to Chicago.

If we are going to be working in Albuquerque on Monday afternoon
and early evening, perhaps Brother Louis and I would do better to
stay there overnight in a motel and drive up to Jemez Springs in
rented car early Tuesday morning for our sessions there with you.

I shall plan on being the celebrant of the 11:30 am liturgy in Jemez
Springs. But, if you are going to be able to provide us with trans-
portation both to and from Jemez Springs, then maybe it would be
better to stay overnight with you, if you have the room. Please
let me know at your earliest convenience.

Thanks very much for arranging for this visit. I look forward to

meeting you and becoming better acquainted with the work of the
Paracletes. God bless.

JGV:wb

Enclosures (4)
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Office of Ihe
Dishop

TO:
FROM:

DATE:

SUBJECT:

DIOCEST OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
MANONAL MINNESOTA 53987

MEMORANDUM

John Broadwater
Bishop John Vlazny

March 13, 1990

FEBRUARY 26-27 TRIP TO ALBUQUERQUE

FILE COPY

PO Box 588
Teb. 507/454-4643

Please make out a check payable to Brother Louis DeThomasis for $200
to reimburse him for expenses he incurred on travel with me to Albu-
querque, New Mexico on February 26 and 27.

Brother Louis stayed in Albuquerque.at a hotel on the night of Februa-
ry 26 so that he could leave for Boston the morning of February 27.
He incurred expenses for his hotel stay, dinner on Monday night and a

penalty fee for changing his ticket to Boston.

There was no need for

him to wait for my return from Jemez Springs on the afternoon of

February 27.

JGV:wb

Thank you very much.
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55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA MINNESOTA 55947

Office of the PO Dox 588
Bisho) Tel. 507/454-4643

March 14, 1990

Brother Louis DeThomasis, FSC
President

St. Mary's College of Minmesota
Winona, MN 55987

Dear Louis,

Please accept this belated expression of gratitude for your willing-
ness to accompany me to Albuquerque on February 26, As I assured you
upon your return home, your input and presence were extraordinarily
invaluable in assisting the staff of Villa Louis Martin and myself in
dealing appropriately with Father Taylor. Furthermore, it's always
good to have an excuse to spend some time with you., You are a
wonder !

Please accept the enclosed check as at least a partial reimbursement
for the expenses you incurred on Monday evening, February 26, when I
spent time with Father Taylor privately. I am grateful that you were
able to change your planes the following day and arrive in Boston at a
more convenient hour. Hopefully the check will also cover the expen-
ses of the penalty fee for changing flights.

I regret that we must postpone our "appreciation dinner" in Lanesboro
a few weeks. I shall try to find a date when all of us are available.

Jerry and I hope to go visit this Friday in Minneapolis, weather
permitting. After all this warmth, I expect a blizzard!

Gratefully yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G, Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:iwdb

Enclosure
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DIOCESL OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55087

Ohice of the PO Box 588
Rishop Tel. 507/454-4643

May 22, 1990

Dear

Please excuse the delay in responding to your letter of April 20. I received
it only this month, but set it aside without answering it immediately. That

is always a mistake.

In the letter you expressed your strong conviction that bringing Fr. Taylor
back to St. Mary's Parish is a very bad decision. I can understand your point
of view because you are not fully acquainted with all that has transpired.

The decision really seemed like the best one for both Fr. Taylor and the three

parishes he has been serving.

You and will continue to have a very special place in my
prayers. 1 hope that you will have a pleasant summer. God bless.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm
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MOCESE OF WINONA
55 WIENT SANBORN
WINOINA L MINNESOTA 53987
PO Box 508
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Tel, 507/454-4643

Eishugp

July 11, 1990

Rev. Robert H. Taylor
Church of Saint Mary
212 Flrst Street, NE
Madelia, Minnesota 56062

Dear Bob,

It is with a deep sense of appreciation and confldence that I appoint you for a term
of six years as pastor of Salnt Lea's Church, Pipestone and Saint Martin’s Church,
Woodstock, effectlve August 16, 1990,

Rev. Eugene Egan, dean of the Worthington deanery, will act as my delegate in
receiving your Profession of Faltli. Please contact him as soon as possible
concerning yout formal installation as pastor. I want the people to whom you are
sent as pastor to celebrate these new beglunings with you and to have an opportunity
to welcome you in a prayerful and public way,

Bob, I deeply appreciate your willingness to make this move after completing six
years of pastoral ministry in Madelia, Lake Crystal and Truman. You have
accomplished much, both personally and pastorally during these years. Your
leadership in our ecclesial outreach to the newcomers in your parishes, especlally
the Hispanic people, has been admirable. You have also glven marvelous support to
Saint Mary's Catholic School and the religlous education programs of all three
parishes. The people at Saint Leo's and Saint Martin's need you now very much,

They still grieve the loss of the recently deceased pastor. I know
that you will deal with them and their concerns sensitively and prudently.

The people of God are good, There are many ways in which they show us their
affection and support. You come among them as one who serves, charged with the
responsibility of pastoral leadership. If you ever need me for anything, please do
not hesitate to call. The diocesan curlia and support staff at the Pastoral Center
in Winona stand ready to assist you in your many and varled responsibilities.
Furthermore, I encourage you to be an active collaborator with your brother priests
in the meetings and the activities of the Worthington deanery.

As St. Paul assured Timothy in his second letter to him (1:7), the "Spirit God has
glven us 1s no cowardly spirit, but rather one that makes us strong, loving and
wise." My prayer goes with you that the Holy Spirit will truly inspire and animate
this new service of pastoral love which, I entrust to you.

Your grateful brother in the Loxd,

-FCT@J&UJ . Utaafblkka/

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:jm
cc: Rev. Gerald A. Mahon Rev., Eugene E. Egan
Rev. Donald P, Schmitz (- Rev, Joseph W, Mountain
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

I, with firm faith, betieve and profess
all and everything that is contained in the Symbol of Faith that is:

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God
begotten, not made, one in Being with the Father,
Through him ail things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he was born of the Virgin Mary, and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered, dled, and was buried.
On the third day he rose again .
in futtiliment of the Scriptures;
he ascended Into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. '
With the Father and the Son, he is worshipped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

| firmly embrace and accept all and everything which has been either defined by the Church's solemn
deliberations or aifirmed and declared by its ordinary magisterium concerning the doctrine of faith
and morals, according as they are proposed by it, especially those things dealing with the mystery of
the Holy Church of Christ, its sacraments and the sacrifice of the Mass, and the primacy of the

Raman Pontiff.

AL z//_%éd
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PDIOCESE OF WINONA g ELE

55 WEST SANBORN
WINONAL MINNESOTTA 55087
PO Box 588

Otilve ol the
Tel. 507/454-4643

Bishop

November 19, 1990

Rev. Robert H. Taylor

Church of Saint Leo

106 Fourth Street, SE
Pipestone, Minnesota 56164

Dear Bob,

In recent correspondence with all the priests I referred to some expectations
that, as your Bishop, I have of all of you. One of them is your participation
in an annual retreat at our Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary.

We have successfully completed two of the four retreats scheduled for the
1990-91 session. One preached retreat remains on the schedule in January and
a longer directed and silent retreat in April. Since you have been unable to
participate in either one of the previous retreats, I am asking you to sign up
for one of the remaining retreats at your earliest convenience.

So often in ministry we become preoccupied with our many duties and respon-
sibilities. I am asking you to take this time for yourself and for your
brothers in our diocesan presbyterate. Even if you need more time elsewhere
for additional spiritual tenewal, I do want you to participate in one of the

diocesan retreats.

If there is some difficulty with the schedule that makes your participation
impossible this year, please let me know and advise me of your alternate

retreat plans.

This time of Thanksgiving is a very blessed one for our people in our nation.
When I count my blessings as Bishop of the Diocese of Winona, I count you and
all my brother priests. Thank you for your priestly life and ministry here in

the Diocese of Winona.
Your brother in the Lord,

- l‘/“t}' (L_;.' RN bi("(i (_(;L.d.

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:jm
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e PO Box 588
Tel, 507/ 454-4544

MEMORANDUM

To: File

From: Bishop John G. Vlazny
Date: November 21, 1990

Re:

asked to meet with me on Saturday, November 17,
when T had plans to visit St. Mary's Church in Worthington for Confirmation.
We agreed to the meeting on Friday, November 17th.

presented herself at St. Mary's Rectory on Saturday
afternoon, November 18th. We had agreed to meet at 5:00pm. She was there
before I arrived,

We began the meeting promptly as scheduled. She was pleasant and
courteous. It was immediately clear that she wished to speak with me about
some concerns she had with respect to the new Pastor of St. Leo's Church in
Pipestone and St. Martin's Church in Woodstock, Tr., Robert Taylor. She
inquired whether I had already heard anything from others about his life and
ministry there. I said that I had not. She did indicate that she had already

spoken with the Dean, Fr. Eugene Egan.

-oncerns were varied and I shall summarize them as follows:

1. Some of Fr. Taylor's personal behaviors and remarks are inappropriate,
specifically with regard to a certain casualness in the general area of
sexuality; furthermore his personal hygiene has been problematic.

2, Fr. Taylor is overly concerned about exercising his role as pastor in a
very personal way and does not seem to be able to trust other pecple to
do things that would have been regularly delegated in the past. This

was a particular problem for role as parish worker.

3. Father seems overly concerned about security. There have been problems
and break-ins, but she was concerned that his worries were excessive.

4, Father is a very poor communicator. He resists meetings with staff and
personal meetings with She is very hopeful that communications

can be improved.

5. Father shows signs of 'workaholism." He fails to take a day off and
leaves the parish reluctantly for other important matters, such as his
visit to Jemez Springs in September and other engagements.

RT000305



Page Two
Memo to File Regarding Visit With
November 21, 1990

Generally speaking, also referred to a general difficulty some
people have already experienced in working with him. The cleaning ladies are
unwilling to work anymore at the rectory because of Father's sloppiness.

was obviously also concerned about her own responsibilities as well as
her future involvement in the life of the two parishes.

We discussed these matters and I strongly suggested that and
Father Taylor meet with the Dean, Fr. Eugene Egan, to review these concerns.,
I am sending this memo for review before passing it on to Father

Taylor and Fr. Egan. I am hopeful that an honest and sincere exchange as well
as Fr. Taylor's own willingness and eagerness to be a good pastor at both
parishes will help diminish some of concerns.
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55 WEST SANDBORN
WINONA MINNESOTA 55987

Clwe ol the PO Box 588

Bishop Tel, 507/454-1643
MEMORANDUM

To:

Fr: Bishop John Vlazny +J b VL0 Ly,

Date: November 21, 1990

Re: Report of Our November 17th Meeting

I am sending the enclosed report for your review before sending
it on to Fr. Taylor and Fr. Egan. I would appreciate hearing from you at your
earliest convenience. If you wish to clarify any further the matters we
discussed and help me prepare the report more accurately, I would be most
pleased to hear from you.

Thanks very much for coming to see me at . The
celebration of Confirmation in both parishes was a delightful experience, God

bless.
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Dec. 6, 1990

Dear Bishop John Vlazny,

First of all, I wish to thank you for seeing me at St. Mary's in
Worthington on Nov. 17, 1990. It was very helpful to me to have
you listen so attentively to my concerns and then to send me a copy
of the report for my review before sending it to Fr. Egan and Father

Taylor.

As 1 shared with you in our telephone conversation of Dec. 4, 1 bhave
noticed a marked improvement in the area of communication, since
Nov. 18th. Fr. Taylor has been consulting me as the pastoral mini-
ster more frequently. We are also keeping each other informed
regarding our activities in both parishes. At least for now, he is
willing to have regular scheduled staff meetings and has agreed to

a staff day in-service in January.

The other areas of my concern are still present. However, I feel I
can deal with them as they neappear. 1In light of these recent devel-
opments, I do not see it necessary to meet with Fr. Egan and Fr. Taylor
at this time. If in the future, such a medting seems necessary, I
will request it. Right now I would request that:
1. This letter be attached to the report of odr visit of
Nov. 17th.and be put on file.
2. Fr. Egan only,receive a copy of the report and this letter
(since I had met with him once concerning these same issues).

I did follow your suggestion of talking with )
so well with Fr, Taylor.

It was somewhat helpful.

I do so enjoy my rural ministry in both $0

I sincerely hope Fr. Taylor & I can work together here in the Church

in Southwestern Minnesota. Thank you again for your care and concern.
I feel confident 1If I need to talk to you again in the future, that I
can come to you. Have a very Blessed Advent!

Peace,
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% WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

S ol the PO Box 588

B g Tel. 507/ 454-4643
MEMORANDUM

To: Rev. REugene E. Egan

From: Bishop John Vlazny

Date: December 10, 1990

Re: Communications with

Gene, enclosed are copies of some communications between
and myself. My most recent letter, of course, has not yet had a response from
her. But I do believe that I must speak with about at least some of the
issues she raised. He tends to get rather casual about his own continuing

care.

Please don't act upon any of this for now. I will be in touch.

Enclosures (3)
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PO Box 588
Tel, 507/454-4643

thr ol the

g by

December 10, 1990

Dear

Thanks very much for sending your letter of December 6th so promptly. I shall
do as you request and forward a copy to Fr. Egan together with a copy of the
report of our visit on November 18th.

Although I am satisfied with your decision about not speaking to Fr. Taylor
concerning the problems that occurred initially in your working relationship
with him, I still have some concerns about the issues you raised with respect
to his own personal behaviors, his concern for security, his "workaholism,"
and the difficulty that others have experienced in working with him. It is
important for me to raise these issues with him now since they are
problematic, long-standing and need his continuing attention. Perhaps I could
prepare a second report in which I eliminated items 2 and 4 and send that one

on to him.

Please let me know at your earliest convenience if you have any difficulty
with that proposal. I truly do have Fr. Taylor's well-being in mind and
appreciate your candor with me. God bless,

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm

RT000310



< Sare e e B L

December 24, 1990

Dear Bishop John Vlazny,

After prayerful consideration, I would be willing to meet with Father
Taylor and Fr. Egan for a conference to discuss my concerns as expressed
in our visit of Nov. 17th. If the situation were reversed, I would like
to talk directly to the person who had these types of items of discus-
sion, So, in all fairness to Fr. Taylor, I would be in agreement to
send complete copies of our Nov. 17th meeting and the follow-up letter
to Fr. Taylor.

Now you can add that I do see the necessity of a meeting with Fr. Egan
and Fr. Taylor. I would suggest sending these reports to Fr. Taylor
now after Christmas. I have already talked to Fr. Egan. He agrees we
should have a conference. I will return to after Jan., 7th,
At that time, Fr. Egan, Fr. Taylor and I will try to find an agreeable
date before Jan. 21st, when both priests leave for other short commit-

ments.

I trust this meets with your approval. I am hopeful this will lead to
a positive result in the working relationship between Fr. Taylor and
myself,

May God bless you in whatever way you need His special guidance in the

upcoming year,

Peace,
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Zia Travel Services, Inc.

DATE: January 14, 1991

Most Rev John Ulazny
Diocese of Winona
Box 588

Winona, Minn 55987

RE: After care visit for Father Robert Taylor

BILLING INVOICE $#: 0191073

TRAVELER'S NAME: Landry/Father Clyde

TRAVEL DATE: January 17, 1991

ROUTE: Albuguerque to Aberdeen to Albuquerque

AMOUNT DUE: $197.00

ALL PAYMENTS ARE DUE AND PAYABLE WITHIN TEN (10) DAYS
FROM DATE OF STATEMENT. IF NOT RECEIVED WITHIN FIFTEEN
(15) DAYS FROM DATE, A LATE PAYMENT FEE WILL BE ADDED AT
THE RATE OF 1.5% PER MONTH.

THANK YOU
Holiday Inn - Journal Center
1420 San Pedro NE 5151 San Francisco Road, NE
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110 Albuquerque, New Mexico 87109.4641
(505) 262-1787 (505) 822.1402
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March 31, 1391

Bishov John G. Vlazny
53 W, Sanborn St.
Box 588

Winona, KHinn, 55987
Dear.Bishop Vlazny,

I was on the Church Board, probably 16 to 18 ysars agoe and one of the years I
was Chalrman of the Finance Commlttse. We were paying for a new Church; making payments,
At that time, the Priest, Council & Parish thought we were doing okay & ws were all
working together. I'm now 63, thought I would never be involved agaln. I let go & passed
i1t on to others. I feel Someone is telling me to get involved, I feel this is a mesé,
I have to speak out. I feel we will loose in a short time everythinz we have worked
for. 4s Finance Chairman years ago, I knew tte vsople of thls Parish don't have money.
We were talking to Father Tayloyr one night after Mess and I was telling him the

people step on the Handlicap as 1f they were a cockroach. He didn't agree, but right now

he is # 1.
Father & the Board have been having Secret Ciosed pDoor meeting about

I talked to . Last tiednesday

they got wind of just such a meeting between the Trustees, linance & Education Committee,

50 went to the meeting. Father said that this is a closed

neeting & sat in the doorway & wouldn't let them 1n, l'he Trustees & Finance Committes
were shocked because tney thought they were there to disguss the Church Dinner coming
up Apr. 7. There was only one Education Committee member there..The rest wanted nothing
to do with it, they don't have anything to say. Father tells them and they don't go

along with what's going on. The 2 Coordinators, they get 36,000 (83,000 each) a year.
Pather wants to hire an Educated person to take over % pay $20,000 to $25,000 a year.
This Parish does not have this kind of money. As far as I know all the other Parishes
in our area, have Coordinators that are Lay people like we do. We aren't Mankato,

Rochester, Winona or the Cltlies, We are a.small town in the rural area. Even though

Father wouldn't let them in, they talked from the door. The Coordinator I talked to,
sistant Coordinator, 1 year, and Coordinator, Preschool

nas taught at least 7 years, As
¥hru tne 5th zrade for 3 years. The last three years, Father Gavin's Pilot Committee
has told her that they“ﬁz complaints, she was doing an excollent job & to keep up the
good work, At this meeting, the only Zducation member that came, one of those ysars
was on the 2ilot Committes & had told her what an excellent job she does. At this
meeting, he told her she wasn't qualified. This kKducatlon nerson has beenr on the Edu-
cation Committee and ran agaln as soon as als term was up. He was gducation Chairman

a couple of years before & wanted to be again, but Father did tell him to give sonme
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one else a chance because ne aleo h: of the Couacil for 4 or & years.

A1l he knows is "Yes, Father” and he has beea xnown to change sides in the niddle of
a sentence, if ne thinks taat's what Tather Gavin wanted & is still doing the same
thing. Also at tae mesting, they just talked about numbers % this Coordinator

told them the Church 1s not numbers, the Church is people. This Finance member then
sald, "This is a Business'". Again she said the Church 1s not a Business, it is People.
At a Rducation mesting asbout Tather wanting a aigh paid Soordinator, one menber said
that this would cause lots of hurt feelings, Father said, "that's "Progress"", The
Liturgy Committee heard Father say that our Religlon Program is a "Joke".He doesn't
even know what is golng on, He's been down twice on Sunday Morning, just in & out, Last

721l when Release classes started, the Coordinator is there svery Tuesday, ruaning

stufgbff in the office & he seen her many times, About 2% wonths of classas, one day

he wanted to know what she was doing there, and she told him she had classes for the

4th & 5th grades. He did come down for about 10 mlnutes to visit with the childremn,
One day in January, he came down to the school on Tuesday, & wanted to know why all

why all the lights & heat was on. She told him she had kids
At this nmeeting

the doors were open %

comlng in a few minutes. This is how much he kiows wnat's golng on,
, 1f they had been ine-

last week, one of the Trustees asked
% they said "No".

formed about what is going on (about anothner Snordinator)

Father treats 1ike dirt, he won't discuss anything with her. I myself

was kind of against her, until the last couple of months, finding out all that she does,

doing a good job trying to hold things together, The whole board seeis to ve ganging

up on because no one will stand uv to him, aud having all

these closed meetings behind thelr backs. T'm sure they are having lots of crying

moments, we need her to understand the poor & the handiceap.

This Coordinator is a Handilcap, 2se0ple think she's doing
who has had ooven heart surgery,

a tremendous j@b. She

spent much of her young 1ife 1n Rochester. Dizbetic,

on dialysis 1% ysars before having a Kldney Pransplant & is lesally blind, She sess
enough that she can do her job very well., They have 2 adopted black children. Teachers

think she's doing a tremsndous job & very well liked,
Father iz now tryiag to destroy our Release time Religion classes, Father Des-

lauriers started years ago. Classes are oil Tpesdays & Wedaesdays. le wants it at nignt.
First, we only have 4 class rooms. when they coms from the school, you know you are
the attendance will

attendance. If tae Parents have to rua at night,

going to have good
gations than to run also for Religion Instructlions

be poor., Parents have enough other obli
and the extra money for gas to hring them each weskk. i'm sure this would be a disaster

% our Religion Progran would go rizat out the door. 4ll these ysars, these kids, through
the Public School release lilme, have mads their First Comrunion, *ipst Confesslion &
Confirmations, For & nunber of years nov, the Iiigh Schkool quit the relezase time and
just went to one niznt for 6 weexs nignt classes & sounds 1ixe attendance isn't the
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bast, ¥Yather Taylor se=sms to be in t rave any discussions with

January, him & I sat together, He couldn't believe all the Teachers we had, This was
after Christmas (in Jan) with 4 mouths of Religion behind us and he didn't even know wao
the Teachers were. 5o how does he uwnow adbout our Religion Program! Our T=achers are
Volunteers and many aave taugat a auwmber of years, they way not be back. I don't fesl
we need any changes at this bime,

After Father Gavin was huere awhile, he wanted a Youth Group started. They never
could get oany kids to come, if they did, oanly a few timses. also took over the Youth
Group the past 3 years, there were only 2 kids, She has built it up to right now 19 kids,
7 thru 10th grade. Kow the ones leaving would like an older sroup, they don't want to
stay with the 7 % 8th graders. So she wants to have one for tae 7th & 8%th graders &
start another one for &tk srade & up., She has built up a lot of trust, these kids some-
times have called % talked towgt 2 @ 3:00 in the morning, because they had fights with
their Parents. 3ome of these kids friends(Protestants) have evan called & talked to
her. S0 all sne has donez will be all gone also,because the Youth Group would be under
the New Coorgdinator, Father wants. They will be back to sguare one again, trying to get
the kids to come. Father doesn't seem to have aay interest in these Youth.

Fatner doesan't want any open meetings so the Tarish can give an opinlon, When he

came, the peoole seemed to accept him at first. He seems to be a dedicated Priest, but
he dictates and won't listen to anyone, When taey talk numbers & not people, when a
Council member sald Church is a Buslness & TFather says it's "Progress", I feel this
is not 5t. Leo's Parish anymore., When we talked to Father waen he first came, he didn't
oven know if there were any By-laws, there were when I was on the BLoard.

That night after Kass, when we talked to him, he doesn't like the Janitor because
he's too old. He does a good Job, we need someome with a boiler license., Father said

we couldn't afford hiring someone to take care of the Cemetery, mowing there & around

the Church & all the inside work., Found out the Janitor only gets §4.00 an hour. Some
one else does tae Cemetery work, he wants to combine the two jobs. He's convinced the
Janitor to quit & he's hired a couple of kids to do the work, wow long will tnat last??
What better place tinan the Church to hire the aged and handicap, as long as they do a
good job & nelther are Betting very good pay, so they have a job, Says he can't afford to
pay a Janltor, but yet he wants to hire a Coordianator for §20,000 to §25,000 a year!l!
Doesn't make sense, does 1t?7? I think he's picking on the hasdicap & the aged.

Bishop, there was an incident here last fall, after Father Taylor was here awnhile.
2 rough looking men ssiked scmeoine where St. ieo's Church was, To my knowledge, there wvas
something geing on in the Church, for some women (possibly Catholic Daughters), They had

left their purses in the ushers room. These men had ramsacked through things & steole

some of the purzes. Both of these men were caught up at larshall, burning the women's
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surses & as I understand, they askel .. «.wews ~wy0r, Why??? Shortly alter that, some
nasty words were found on tie walls in tae Concourse, and the symbol §66. Fatner told

the women who were with him, not to tell anyone. I'm going to try & find out more about
this. I have already contacted the Sheriff to check out the 2 men, that were here &

also checking further where Father came from. I have lived here and gone to Church here

all my life & have never heard of such a thing haopening before.
I would like all the Council meetings stopnedd have take over the

Councll, until this mess is straightened out. She did a terrific job while working with

Father Gavin and after his death., fZverytnlng went smoothly bafore & after Father Gavin's
deatn. She did all the arrangments for the funeral. '

We feel that you should know that

Tours truly,

P.S. According to the Bulletln, the Council neeting has bzen changed from Tussday
April 2nd at 7:00 TO Wednesday evening, Aprii 3rd at 8:00.
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Bishop Jern 4, Viazny
55 W, Sanborn St.
2ox 5383

Wincaa, MY, 55287

Dear Bishoo Viazny:
T've heard you'rs a nice verson & will listen to tie peovple. Right now my Faith
1s very shaky, don't like myself very much for writing this letter. I never thought 1

would feel thls way about @ Priest. I'm wondsring wry the last two Priests have destroyed

other Parishes and then sant here to S.W, Minn, across the State to Pinestons. ¥We had

relatives going to St, Biward's at Austln and know nowy Father Gavin hroke taem, they
almost had to close the Church, they maaaged to hang on by selling the School, Really,
the only troubles we had was the fact that he almost broite us.& there are repalrs to
be done. KHow you sent us another one thai's supoose to straighten out things here,

but L've heard he made messes at Rochoester & Madollia, People from kadelia don't even

want to talk about him, ¥Why??
Yes, we were in Financial trouble but otherwise we were getting along pretty 300G
Yes, we need Repairs and hopefully the woney will come in, but waen the people find

out more about him, the pledzes are going to mean nothing, The rest, we do not need.

Doesn't he plan on doing anything?? He wants a '"Sacristan, he can't even got ready

for his own Masses?? I nlways thoughi doins these things were very private and sacred,

no one was suppose to do these things and what ever other jobs goes under "Sacristan”.

Washing the robes vrobably would be okay., He wonts someone else to train the Altar Boys,

that should be nis job, He wanis a "Muslc Coordinator", all these ysars, we have gotten

along just fine with Voluntesrs, ne wants to pay them. The Organ players already get

paid, He wants a "Parish Worker', I guess they take out Comuunion & visit the sick, he

won't let do anything., He wants a "Relizion Zducation Coordinater”, waich we

already have 2, I have Volunteered 14 years of my 1ife teaching Religion classes and I

think we nave a very good Relizion Program. He taiks of gething someoie with a MASTER'S
DEGRIE, a small community like ours, does not need & we can not afford someone like this.
Probably 90% or more Parishes in the Diocese have Reli:ion Prograis such as ours, AL
first he was talking 320,000 to 25,000, now he talking #$1%,000 to £18,000, which is
39,000 to $1Z,000 more than the 2 Coordinators we now nave, they sach get $3,000. If

ke knew something about our Program, but He does not~-He hasn't had any lnterest, what

50 ever. What kind of teachers does he want. working under someone with a laster's Dégree?
They will be what we are now! We were in financial trdble, but before He's done, it's

going to be a Heck of a lot worse than when he came.He's only gzoing to be here a couplie

of years, so why do we have to change our ways. What happens when he leaves, why¥ does

he have to stir up so much trable, for the shart time he will be here?? He hung all
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these Job Descriptions uo in the Conc : for "Parish Secrstary", she had to

write her own, & also put in the bulletin.do one has been told tney don't have a job
for the next year, but don't taat kind of sound like people are losing their jobs??7?
Then it sounds like thzre isn't a way you can agply for the job. T was told by someone
on tne Woodstock Council taat A€ KAME, Tather inows who ne's getting AA4 for RiC or DRE
He's bringing in somsone from another town, WHY do we nave to bring someone in from some
place else?? THIS IS OUR PARISH, THIS IS OUR MONEY HE 1S SPENDING!!! He's not spending
any more of ours!

Is the Church "An Equal Opportunity Employer'?? You hear this on TV all the time &
"Hire the Handlicap". I think what we have here is called upiscrimination®, When

wanted to apply for the Gobrdinator job 3 years ago, I %tried to talk

her out of it, I thought she couldn't handle it. She says, "I am not & Handicap & I can
do anything I want to do". With an attitude like that, you argue no more., She does not
want any sympatny, she wants to be like every one else. She has cdone one tremendous job
as DRE and haes even started some things that weren't being done before. She has zotten a

Youth group going that no one else ¢ould do. She started with 2 kids and right now has

19, each year when they get out of 9th grade, they guilt, so ghe's probably has had 30 édg

Y‘v" fo r,

kids or more totally over the 3 years. That 1s great for this Parish, Now the older ~»*ii(
i\

ones that will be leaving want her to start an older group, S0 she was planning on havingfi;*‘
7th & 8th graders as one group, & .a new group with 9th grade & up. She has one Aga/iid 4{ﬁﬁ¢
v

now in 10th grade that has stayed even though he is older. So when you gat a good thing ‘»Joh

golng, You Doa't Change Things, like Father Taylor wants to do, Her Falth in God is very “@4

strong, Where else will she find 2 job? All they have done is pay Doctor bills up until K
t her Kidney Transplant,she's gotten along real good.
ears ago and got rid of $35,000 medical

alnost 200,000 miles onﬁt. Her

the last few years, after she go
They need the money. They filed Bankrupty 2 ¥

bills and some other bills. They have an old car with
s about 20 miles to worlk esach day, cleans snow off of sldewalk and mows

noney., These Kids Need A Break!! Welfare doesn't consider

husband drive

lawns to make a little exira

wnat you actuelly pay out, they use the standard emount. They can't get this help be-

cause her husband makes #18 ‘oo much~~They can't get some other xind of hely because he

makes too much, They, most of the time can't even buy food, they have very few luxuries.

They pot a call the other day, NSP was golng to turn off thelr flectricity. So can you

see vhy we are pleading for your hely for her Job. Here is a Priest that has no repect

for anyone or anything. Every ons kicks them while their down!! T always thought of a

Priest as being someone kind, good & sympathy for the noor, Priests are Proshets of God.

Seems today that the Church & the Priests aren't any better than the Politiclans, they

also make sure they set their ralses every year & cut the programe for the poor & the

azed. Right now our Fanily hasa't much Falth because of what they are doing to our

daugnter and they don’'t even bat an eye. Lf they Ho tarough with letting our dauglhiter go,
we will gzive no more money to 5t. Leo's, we will go to Flandreau, 5.D. for Church. Eay

be tnls doesn't sound like a very Christian attitude, but what they are doing isn't
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vary Christian Swes, My husband say: » Hass nere anymore with the date I

feel", [ fzel the same way .

My husband came from a very oid fashion, very Seliszlous home, Hape =t St, Leo's, lhe

nas made his 1st Communion, 1st Confession, Confirmation, was an pltar Boy, is an Usher,
2z0. e started out with nothing, when we zot

a Priost came to our place,was

and married in tais Parish over 40 years

married & worked hard to get what we have, The enly times

when we built the 3chool, cmite % dldn't even gev out of his car and

accessed us 600 for the School,
gave 1t to the Church & always gave weekly. %e could have had water &
came one time to

We didn't even have running water & had an outhouse, but

we borrowed ¥600 &
a bathreom for that kind of money, back then., Y'hen

home after he was training him to be an Altar Boy. After Pataer Taylor cams,

bring
the School getting material to zet ready to start Religion

said,(didn’'t ask)he was

one day I happened to be at

classes, I met Father & he wanted to know vhere we lived, :is

to bring a big man out for me to put pins on for the peovle in our area, Yiell, he

going
ited with ue, Ve thought he was oretty nice. Well, he forgot

brought the map out & vis
the pins, so about 6 weeks went ny before he brought the pins, I had stonved ia one day,

but he wasa't in. Again he visited with ue., So whoere do you start and sﬁop 1In your area?

on the mav, so I did the whole Pipestone County excent “ondstoclk area~~pius I had to find

maps for Rock County, as thers are Parishioners there & some in §.D. Moody County, so

had to find maps for them, too, to make it complete. I went to a lot of work & svent

many hours, but was glad to do it to help out, It was about 2 months before he came back

to get it & again stayed & visited. 3 times this Priest was in our home, but a reason

¢onnected with it, When tke Church went with the Church loan fror the KC's to the Diocess,

they needed more monsy, so they sold 3500 certificates and you could get your money bicic

later. VWexl, we bougnt 2-%$500 certs($1,000). Again we c¢id noﬁLave the monay, but we
torrowed it and donated 1t to the Church, we did not take ours back like the blggest
share of the people did. Tor many years , when the iinance Committee would make up a

chart on how many people gave so much money & had all the different brackets, we were

always in the top 5% bracket, so we have besn very good contributors, When Father Taylor

came, we thought he seemed preity nlce, but figured out he just used us,ounping us fop

information & now how hels treating

I'm a convert, My brother married a minister's daughter, my younger brother, a few

years after we were married, became a Hethddist Minister. We gZet along find, but do sot

talk about Heligion. L think I have been a very good Catholic % have done much for the
(9

L have been Circle Leader, Genera: Chirman of CCW, lead Eeuaimail group for World

Chiurch,
Day of Prayer, plus I have given 14 years of Volunteer as a Religion teacher. 13 yrs, 6th

8rade & 1 yr Kindergarten. One thing, if you did 1t for the Thanks, you would quit the

A
Ist year--I do it for the children & the satisfaction I get out®it, If they let g0,

my teacning quits. I love it dearly. I feel if you don't give 110% to teaching, you should

HOt&each. I always got somsthing going on besides the books I am given.
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We went to the last Council meetin: iy hustaad was on

years ago., We never seen such a meeting., They all seem like Robots answering to his command,
All the Yes,Yes,Yes, people, there are some that don't asprove but won't speak up, Father

. 3 . by 7‘5 - b o D P
§2ys this is the way it % that's the way 1t wlll be, Last year I wanted to te on tae

Sducation Committeoe, but they woulddn't let me, being After what

we saw at the meeting, no way will I ever be on the Couricil., Father treats the Employess
very bad, howﬂagasa are those people suopose to take?? He badgers peovle, so rude and
sarcastic, very abusive, EBully! People have caug:t nilm Lo so many Lles! He's a Priest??
de treats the Secredary terrible, she crles sometimes--does nothing right; in his booic.

A couple of ladies that use to cleah hisc house--such a mess, they didn't know how to
clean it, so they told him they were going to qult, He told them, "If you don't want to
clean my house, you can go to Hell", He bawls out the Organists & he makes the mistakes
himself., 2 of the 3 want to quit, the other one says she'll be around longer than he will
be, The CCW Chalrman has tangled with him, she's a Volunteer. The Janitor quit, he told

me, ne has to get out befobe Father drives him crazy. The way he treats
The way he treats the Coordinators & he has no idea what

they do, because he never comos down. I could 50 on & on, how loag 1s he zoing to have

anyone do aaythilng for this Church when ne Bullies people like he does?? Ee acts so weird

wrong with him?? He says he's for all

the people, but he's not, ne's for himself onlyl There is a YWedding this weekend, Some

sonetimes, he worries me--could there be something

one was telling me the other day, trat it's not the Famlly's wedding, it's Father Taylor's
wedding.You Just can't believe all that is golng on here, can't begin to tell 1t all.

The Pastors of all the Chnrches get togethor:& you know it's taken years lto get the
Protestants to accept the Catholics, The other Pastors are talking about wather, they
don't like him, because he's so0 Rude. Heard the other day , the weople are saying, "he's
aot a Man of uGod", He's not oaly rulning our Parisih but our relationship between the

Churches, 'I'nis is a small community & these things fly fast.

We talked to someone from Woodstock & this woman said to Tather last Suaday worn
that was their "Spiritual 4ulde' Father chewed her up one side & down ths
other, She was so mad, sne went home & told her husband Lthat she wasn't stenning inslde

that Church again until ke is out of here. Father keeps telling them that if they don't

do as ne says, ne'll shut them dowm,.These peonle do the blggest share of the Voluntser

work at Woodstock & onz of the better contridbutors.lhey are golag to®iner town to Church,

With such a shortage of Priests, tusse small Parishes need someone like

to help carry on, witk only a part tine Ypyiest., Fabther waats her out ofthere., I understand

the neonle talax a 105 of aonr and like the one lady said, "Shels ouy Syiritual Guide'.
they don't want to looss thelr Church, « they shouldn't zave to, if they can have a
to help. Right now, I don't think he's much better than Sadam lussein!!l

Slacerely,

treir money and mavbe ~olay to the

P.S. I heard today, that there are othars slooping

Bishop, vou have to do Something!!l

Flandreau Churche
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Al e

April 22, 1991

Dear

Earlier this month I received a letter from you about some concerns you raised
with respect to the pastoral ministry and religious education of your parish.

In your letter you mentioned that you had spoken with another priest from the
area who suggested that you write to me. The only priest from the area who
has spoken to me about concerns raised at St. Leo's, apart from your own
pastor, is the dean, Father Eugene Egan. If there is another priest involved,
please encourage him to contact me.

I have spoken with Father Taylor about his work and leadership in sorting out
the needs of religious education and pastoral ministry. Thus far, no final
decision has been made, but I am satisfied that Father Taylor is pursuing a
correct and legitimate process by involving the pastoral council and the
finance council in his decision. He is clearly not making any judgments
without hearing from a number of people.

It is the pastor's responsibility to determine the practical needs of the
parish., Whenever a new pastor comes to a community, it is always my fervent
prayer that people will support him and work with him. But I also know that
whenever there is a change in leadership, there is also some change in
“followship." I am sorry that you are not plarning to work any longer in the
parish program of religious education, but T certainly want you to know that
I appreciate all that you have done in previous yYears in collaboration with
Father Gavin. God bless,

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

f‘G‘&aA~th~VLQ“1'V“7T

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm
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DICCESE OF WINONA I l LE

55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

PO Box 588

Office of lhe
Tel. 507/454-4643

Bishop

April 22, 1991

Dear

Earlier this month I received a letter from you concerning the pastoral
leadership of St. Leo's Church in Pipestone. Naturally I would like to be
able to send a copy of your letter to Father Taylor, your Pastor, but I
believe that would not be prudent without your permission., But I did take
the opportunity to discuss some of the issues raised in your letter with

him.

Father Taylor is making every effort to make the important decisions about
programs and personnel with care and considerable consultation. It is his
responsibility to make those decisions and I am grateful that he is seeking
the advice of the pastoral council and the finance council. But I know from
experience that whenever changes are under consideration, it is practically

impossible for all to agree.

It is my understanding that decisions about pastoral ministry and religious
education are still in process. I am certainly grateful to you and your
daughter for all the work that you have already done on behalf of the church
of St. Leo. If any changes are made, I ask you most sincerely to cooperate

with Father Taylor and the people of your parish. God bless.
Sincerely yours in the Lord,

Y vaa1/bu_7

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: im
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WLEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

Office of the PO Box 588
Bishop Tel, 507/454-4643
May 3, 1991
Dear

At this time I write simply to acknowledge your letter of -April 19 and te
assure you of my appreciation for the many ways in which you have served the
parish community of Saint Leo in Pipestone for many years. Understandably,
I am deeply troubled by many of the statements in your letter about Father
Taylor. You do not describe the Father Taylor I have come to know over the

past four years.

At any rate, I shall keep all your complaints in mind and promise to share

your letter with the dean, Father Eugene Egan. coming
to visit me next week and I am sure I will hear more about the situation.

Please know that I am very sorry about the pain you are experilencing at this
time of transition at Saint Leo's. I continue to pray that the Holy Spirit

will guide you and all the people of your parish so that the important work of
Jesus might continue unimpaired by our human limitations., God bless you now

and always.
Sincerely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: §m

cc: Rev, Eugene E. Egan
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RECEIVED MAY 1g 1991

May 16, 1991

Dear Bishop,

I am writting this letter as a follow up of our meeting on

May 6, 1991.
After our mecting that day, I am convinced that Father Taylor

is not telling you the truth. Contrary to what Father has told

you about , she is not the problem, Father is. Father

Taylor does not like because she is honest,

something Father knows very little about.

Father Taylor is not telling you the truth about my job.
Members of the board were told not
The job

Everything was done in secret.
to discuss it with anyone, not even their spouses.
description has been posted on the bulletin board at the church,
the job has been advertised in the bulletin, and in the local
paper. I have also been told it is going to be advertised in
the Courier. He has told members of the parish council that,
"IT IS THE LAW® he has to do this. I have been told by two
people that he does not. You and the Sheriff.

I checked with the Sheriff, and the F.B.T., they both said
we have had no problems in this area before with the acult. He
may or may not be involved, but‘a lot of people think it is
strange that we had no problems in Pipestone til he came to
town. Why was he so scared someone was going to kill him?

Maybe he did know someone who had been killed, °Uu* EhiaiE 18] uel

reason to think someone is going to kill him., Why? Is he

running or hiding from something or someone? What or who is he

hiding from?
I misspoke when I said I knew Father Taylor was homosexual.
I do not know that he is homosexual, I do know of the accusations
of his sexual beha&ior. When Father Taylor was asked the question,
"Do you feel the accusations about your sexual behavior has
interfered with your abilities to perform your duties as a o
i

priest?" He did not say, What accusations? or, What are you

talking about?,

RT000327



or deny it in anyway, he just said no. Father Taylor-can sue all
he wants, YOU CAN'T GET BLOOD OUT OF A TURNIP."™ I guess I feel
you know of thesk accusations or you' would not know that he would
sue, The man that was here this past year whom he said was his
nephew, which was a lie. I was told he was the son of one of

his old secretaries. Which makes me wonder, who was he really?
Why did father have to lie? If he wants to talk about sueing, I
think I have a pretty good case myself involving DISCRIMINTION.

Father Taylor has talked to more than a few people about my
disabilities.

In my opinion, Father Taylor does not belong in our parish,
or in any parish. He has already destroyed our relationship with
the other churches in town. He has nothing good to say about the

woman pastor of the Presbyterian church. He chooses not to
attend the ministerial association meetings. He does not visit
the hospital, I know of one couple, the husband called Father,
his wife was having surgery in the morning. Father said he would
come over., He never did, Then when he was asked about it by

the couple, he told THEM he knew nothing about it, and was never
called.

Father Taylor is lieing to you as well as everyone else,

He tells what ever story suits him at the time, He is driving
people away faster than I can count. One gal went to a protestant
church to get married, because, it was Father Taylors wedding,

not hers. How many people does he have to chase away before you

do something. Do all our parishaners have to find a different
church and ours be empty? He'd probably still tell you the numbers
were up, I know for a fact that people are going to church in
Lake Benton, Lake Wilson, Jasper, Luverng, and Flandréau, S.D.

People have told me they are not going to send their childeren to

the religion program next year. They will either find another

parish to get their religious eduvcation from or teach them at

home. I also know of a family that is having a baby this summer

that does not want Father Taylor to Baptize their baby.

Father Taylor says the parish is a business and it's: about .
numbers. What about the people? Don't they count anymore? Yoﬁ%
have no business or numbers without the people. TIap

concerened with the adults, teens and childeren of this parish.
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I am especially concerned about the childeren and the teens.

They are our future church, turn them off now (which many of them
are already) and there will be no future church. For some

reason latily, Father has been celebrating mass with only one alter
boy. WHY? It's not because we have a shortage. I have tried

all year to get him to train the fourth grade boys to be alter
boys. He will not. He wants someone else to do ik,

You told me that I do not describe the Father Taylor that
you have known for the past four years. I do describe a man that
myself as well as many other people have met and dedt with.

Many people have told me they would rather have a full time Nun,

and a visiting priest on the week-ends than to have TFather

Taylor. PLEASE BISHOP, PLEASE. I guess God describes Father

Taylor .better than I do in these verses. Romans 1:24-32 and

Mathew 7: 15,

"Ip-ghrists Lg&p n
Al
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move the process one step further with the apnouncement that -« - plgatibus are vpue pve =
full time CCD Coordindator and & part time Custodian. This does i ceessorily mean the filling
of those exact positions; in our planning, v e job market; we may have to adjust
the job description depending on the strengin anu weaKNENSES of the applicant. We consider these
three positions, the CCD Coordinator, Music Coordinator and Custodian as pivotal positions; as
we [ill them we can then proceed with the whole budgel process.

As many of you know, we take a head count each Saturday and Sunday. In August and September,
we had an average attendance of 327; in March and April, of 633. There will be some slippage
during the summer months but essentially the numbers indicate that we have more people, which
means that our resources have to be shepherded cven that more carefully, Our income is up
dramatically for the nine months; our attendance is up; the task before the Council and Committees
is how we can best, within the confines of our resouces, serve your needs.

. . FIRST COMMUNION :

Last Sunday, May 4th, thirty five chiTdien Teeeived First Communion at St. Leo Parish. They

are as follows:

CUSTODIAL POSITION OPEN
St, Leo Parish is accepting applications for
a part time custodial position for the parish
plant. Please send resume/letter or personal 41
vigit to the rectory. o Sremenso

i HAPPY MOTIIER'S DA
Happy Mother's Day to all mothers, whether biological or spiritual, to all women who have nurtured
and inspired others, may God bless you! '

LITURGICAL TEAMS FOR SAT./SUN., MAY 18/19, 1991

ST. LEO ST. MARTIN ST. LEO
SA'[‘UR[)AY 7:30 P.M. SUNDAY $:15 A.M. §(jE_QAY 10:45 A.M.

Servers e s—

Commentator - [

Lectors R

Gift Bearers

Communion Ministers e S . 5

Organist i,

Song Leader . .

Ushers i N

Nursery Attendants -
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DIOCESE OF WINONA l ILE

55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

Office of the PO Box 5688
Bishop Tel. 507/454-4643

May 31, 1991

Dear

Thanks very much to you and your husband for coming to visit me about
some of the concerns you were experiencing about life at St. Leo's. As
I told you then, I repeat now, you will continue to have a very special
place in my prayers.

Your letter of May 16 was a little disappointing since I realized that
my counsel and advice has not been helpful to you. Father Taylor really
needs your support and encouragement, but I recognize that you are
unable to help him at this time. I am very sorry about that.

Perhaps you made some.mistake in the mailing of your correspondence to

me, but I did not receive the original copy of your letter. Perhaps you
kept it or someone else has it. At any rate, I wanted you to know. God

bless.
Sincerely yours in the Lord,

4-\7‘0.4&,”,.,& (/vofk‘bl/»—l

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm
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tay 31, 1991

Bishoo Joha G, Vlazny
35 W. Sanborn §t,

Box 588

Viinona, M, 55987

Dear Bishop Vlazny:

It's really sad, Father nor St, Leo's Council, gzave a Farewell

Party. We have a amall Prayer group in the Church, these are the People that gave
her a Farewell Party. It was in the Bulletin, 2 weelzs, but how many veople even read
the Bulletin. Father wouldn't even annouce it over the Altar. He never showed up at

the Party (but I'm sure everyone was glad he didn't) and only 2 Council Members came.

It's really a shame all the work this has done for this Parish and the treate~

ment she has received. There was only & small group, but these were People that apprec~
lated her.

We ran into some frlends the other daxénd thney mentioned that they hada't besn
going to S5t, Leo's lately. They have been golng to Jasper ( Father Bagen can verify
this) and they sald there was a number of others from $t, Leo's there, too. They said
' they were not going bgck to St. Leo's or donate anymore money until Father Taylor is
OUT of here. We didn't miss him because We've been going over to Flandreauw, $,D. quite
a bit, Over there, we have seen one of the husband's of a Council Members I was up to
Usher this month, so I declded I would do this, so I c¢ould see the Count. Father
Taylor told me that it was the Bishop's orders to count each week, because if the

count was down, the Blshop would go to one Mass. He told me to up the Count a little

bit, to stay ahead of the Bishop. “his Man lles to us Parishioners and He lies to You.

I don't think he even knows what the Truth 1ls. Take this Man back to Winona as an
Assistant to Something, he should not be in charge of anything. He sesens to be a First

Class Liar. He is a False Prophet, We need a Sister to help out, until this Mess is

straightened out.

It's really a shame, Ls treated the way she is. I think a lot of People owe

her an apology. The biggest share of the Council are nothing but Brown Nosers, There

are a fow that don*t like whate going on but they are out numbered and everyone is

Scared of Him, No one should have to be Scared of a Priest, You can't call him a Priest.
Like we told you before--He has ruined our Relationship witli the Protestant Chur~

ches, which they were finally acceptlang the Catholics. I think we owe a lot of cradit

for that to FPather Gavin and don't like him elthen

Vioodstock, tno longer wants him there,
T know of one lady, that wants to join the Church, but will not, while Father is
here. A family is going to have a baby later on, but says they won't naye Father
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3aptize thelr Baby. A Mother £ays Guo .s suiug no usach her children Religion at home
until he is gone. One youanz zirl cancelled her Yedding 1n the Church and went to a
Protestant Church, because it wasn't her Wedding, it was Father Taylor's Wedding. I
have heard thls aboub some other Weddingg, also, I have heard, the elderly shut-ins
women zre very ucaet that will no longer be comiansg to visit then, Who will be
doing it? It does not mean as mucu to nave s Lay Person, as it does to have T or
a Priest come. I nave experienced this myself, while in the Hognital,

A highly Religious person, coming from Farswell Party, nade the remark b
me, that no onekan keep Lyinz lile he is dolng and continue setting away with it, he
will eventually get caught, T think he is 2 very sicik man and he noeds some kindiof

help, He still continues to have Secret Meetlngs, we as Parlshioners, have a right to

know what is going on. According to St. Leo's Constitutlon, all moeetings are suppose io
be published in the Bulletin a wesk in advance and open to the Public,.

I understand hasn't as yet signed her Wew Contract, where she is zoineg, I
think you owe her an =pology for the treatment suhe has received and the lies about her,
Lthe 3 times Father came out to visit us, he was brain washing us about her and we were
believing him, until we found out differeant, ‘ .

I am 65 years old and have been in this Parilsh . 2nd I have never seeh any

thing like this Man in ny Life., I have had several others tell Me the same thing, I :#
never thought it could ever happen in St. Leo's, I couldn't sleep thinking about him and
I got up at 3:30 AM and starting making notes as to what I waated to say lan this letten

1 do not want %his letter sent to him or inform him on thls situation, I kind of
think he thinks I'm working with him, How can he be so stupid with the way he is treat-
ing

Sincerely,
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DIOCESE OF WINONA 1] (
55 WEST SANBORN . - i
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

Office of ihe PO Box 588
Bishop Tel. 507/454-4643

June 3, 1991

Dear

Thanks very much for the kind words of support which you sent me on behalf of

who is leaving St. Leo's and St. Martin's this month. We
are gratetul to her for her assistance to Father Gavin during the last year of
his 1life and also for the help she gave both parishes during the time of
transition between pastors.

Change is always hard on everyone. I can see all of this has been very hard
on you. I promise to keep you and your family in my prayers.,

Please continue to pray for and with Father Taylor, your pastor. He is a good
man and wants to serve you as best he can. I promise to keep all of you in my

prayets.
Sincerely yours in the Lord,

+ VAW JA l/..ﬂﬁ-‘bu—\,a

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jmh
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RECEIVED HiN 15 1991

June 13, 1991

Dear Bishop Vlazny,

I am writing to share my thoughts and insights as I leave serving
in the Winona Diocese. I am grateful for all the help & support
you have given me through Fr. Gavin's death and in the following
menths. You listened well and I followed through on your sugges-
tions, especially regarding Fr. Taylor. However, after the meet-
ing in February between Fr. Egan, myself and Fr. Taylor, I could
see Fr, Taylor was not open to working with me as a team person.

I know Fr. Egan reported the results of that meeting to you, however,

I would like to add some of my insights too.

Two things in particular bothered me from that conference:
1, Fr. Taylor does not think the accusation of sexual miscon~
duct has affected his ministry. I feel it has, because:
a. Father seems to have a very low level of trust in
people; not just me, but many people., For example:

he wanted to be at every catechist planning meeting,

when I was He

also made the comment that he came to Woodstock's
Community Vacation Bible School each day to see if
any religion was being taught, This indicates to

me a great need to control. From my experience,
usually people who need to have so much control of
external matters have something internally in their
personal life that they have difficulty controlling.

b. Father seems to have a difficult time talking direct-

iy to the appropriate person regarding a problem.
For example: last Fall, Father shifted the day of
conducting Communion services at the Nursing Home

in Pipstone from Wednesdays to Thursday (the day I
usually vorked in Woodstock). T said I was willing
to change my work days at Pipestone. Father said at
the time that he thought it best to do ministry to
the elderly all on Thursday in Pipestone & he would
do it. At the Feb. conference meeting, I brought
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this item up in the context of Father eleminating tasks
for me at Pipestone, At this time, Father shared that

he did that shift on purpose in the Fall, because there

had been a complaint about me at He

also said he had received 10 letters of complaints about
me, I asked if he would share those with me & he didn't
think it was necessary. Another example of this is how
he talks to parishioners about staff members. Two parish-
joners told me that Father came to visit them and then

started to ask what they thdught about me & other staff

people,

Another incidence was that Father stayed away from
Council meetings for 3 months after a

heated discussion at the Dec. meeting., He will say he

had a legitimate excuse each time. The worst example,

I think, is the secret meeting of the Education Committee

of St. Leo's on Superbowl Sunday at the rectory. The

people were even told not to tell their spouses. One

person, in conscience couldn't keep that promise. We,

the rightful staff members for that committee were not
included.

Father's apparent lack of honesty with himself and others,
For example : his failure to admit he gets tired. I don't know
if he is trying to prove he is a super priest or what. At first
I thought it was to reassure me & the people that he is well and
not to fear that the same thing would happen to him as did to
Fr, Gavin. However, there seems to be a pattern of go,go, go
without much time for reflection. "I never get tired” was his

comment when I pointed out how tired he is sometimes when he

comes for the weekday Liturgy at Woodstock., I have seen him

napping myself a couple times. I can understand that he gets
tired, We all get tired sometimes, but why does he deny it?
I don't think he means to lie or tell only part of the truth,

but in his mind, he has not wanted to say something and there-
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An example of this was before Christmas

fore he didn't say it.
& she said she can play

when Fr. said "I talked to

"0 Come All Ye Faithful" or "Joy to the World" f
' T said, "No, she didn't. You &

could play "O Come All
Father said, "I did not say

or the last song.

helped pick those songs.'
decided on them. You said
Ye Faithful" or "Joy to the World",
"Joy to the World".
e recent incident happened in May when Father came late for
He told me he stopped to
So I took it for granted

A mor
a Parish Council meeting at Woodstock.
see a lady who had just lost her mother.
The next day 1 had to call this same

een her the

that he had consoled her.

lady for something & mentioned that Father said he had s

night before. She said, "I wasn't home." So, please Bishop,if

you haven't learned it already, listen with a third ear whenever

Father tells you anything. It is a definite pattern in his life.

Another pattern I notice is that after we have a difficult discus-

sion, Father does make an effort to include me more. Ex: last Nov.
and again in Feb. However, it doesn't last, because I don't see

him having an attitude change. I don't see him looking upon us as

co-workers. At the Feb., conference, I asked for regular staff

meetings and time for briefings on Tues. & Fridays A.M. when I went

into Pipestone to work. Father sgreed we could do ‘that. I had to

initlate every staff meeting even wh

it. Many a time, Father was gone on a Tues.
the briefings were important to me, but not

en it was Father's turn to chair

or Fri. morning when

I came in. Obviously,
to Father.

our whole situation may look like a personality
he also has difficulty

At first glance,
clash between between Father and me. However,
musicans for weekend liturgies, because he does

5 - 10 minutes before

with others., i.e.
not inform them of changes in the music until

the liturgy and the woman who worked on banners for St. Martin's.

Father gives her very little time to make them & insist s they be

the way he wants it. If she were included in the planning meeting,

I think she would have a better understanding of what Father wants.
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I feel very badly about leaving Father

and I have very rich backgrounds., It is too bad we couldn't work
together. The people of both places impressed me with their open-
ness to change, but they don't like it shoved down their throats.
Father has alierated so many people from himself at both parishes
that the only way he will get things accomplished now is by dictat-
ing them. That is not at all necessary., There were only a few
things that needed immediate change (repair project at St. Leo's,
some liturgical reforms and Rite III Communal Penance). The rest

could have been done more slowly & there would not have been this

upheaval in the parishes. I told Father this last Fall. The com-

ment was made to me by one of Father's former parishioners that
Father's technique is "divide and conquer". That's not my idea of

Jesus' command to serve others.

Father also says of himself "They call me the white tornado". A
tornado leaves a lot of destruction in its path. My recommendation
is that since Fr. Taylor can go no farther west in the diocese,

you recycle him back to Winona where you can meet with him Ol a more
regular basis, truly get to know him & insist he go for counseling
as a regular routine to work out his pefsonal problems which are
affecting his ministry.

I do pray for Fr. Taylor everyday & the people he affects in a neg-
ative way. He is good with the sick & their familiés usualiy and
fairly good when someone dies, but most of the time, his PR skills
are so poor, that he is driving more people awvay from the parishes
& even from the Catholie Church than he is bringing back. I would

double check any statistics he gives you about how many people are
attending weekend liturgies,

My prayers are also for you, Bishop, because I know how much you
care for your priests & the people of the diocese of Winona. You

have my permission to share all of the contents of this letter.

+eo
May the Spirit continue*guide you in the mission of Jesus everyday,

Peace,
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DIOCESE OF WINONA B

55 WIEST SANBORN
WINONA MINNESOTA 55987

Office of lhe PO Box 588
Bishop Tel. 507/454-4643

June 24, 1991

Dear

You were missed at our June workshops, but I can readily understand your

absence, I want to thank you for your work at over
the past two years. I am sorry that the transition from one pastor to another

did not turn out to be a favorable one as far as you are concerned. Be
assured of my appreciation and support as you move Into new responsibilities.

I would appreciate an opportunity to talk with you about the
two letters you wrote to me on June 13. Once again you touched upon some
rather sensitive issues and I feel impelled to pursue them with you. Your
observations certainly have taken on a new tone and direction since our
conversations and correspondence last fall and winter. I would certainly like
to approach the parents of the youngsters with whom you spoke.

‘Please call my office at your earliest convenience. If this letter arrives
after your departure from - I am hopeful that it will be forwarded

to you. God bless.
Sincerely yours in the Lord,

Gl S dﬁkw.u«a/

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jmh
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Bishop John G, Vlazny
55 West Sanhorn

Winona, MN, 55987

Dear Bishop,
It's been quite some time since we wrote to you and the "DestructigH" still goes
on, Pretty soon we won't have anything left. You sald we did not desdidbe the Man yau

have come to know the wast 4 years. How well do you know him?? How often do you see

him?? You are ails "Boss" and naturally he puts on his smile face, nuts his beet foot
forward and tells you everything that re knows you want to hear, whether it's true or
not, This Man does not know what the truth is., So many people rave caught him 1a o

many lies, A couzle of weeks ago, he put out a financial & new budget statement and

he stood up in front trying to exolain it to us.
"doubled" the attendance, Everyone wae talking about it, One lady stonped us outsidg,

He proceeded to tell us how he has

(she never talks to us otkerwise) and couldn't believe tiae lies he was te=lling., Any

Dumb-bell can see the attendance isa't that great. How does ke know he doubled the

attendance, Father Gavin never kept count. Maybe at the beginning, he did fget some &

peonle to come back, as he did vleit a number of homes. But, so many of the regular

that attended have left., & Trutee's husband hasn't been to Church here, sikce shortly

after Father came, he pgoes out of town to Church, One of the Orgen Players has also

been going tc the sare Church, had their Baby bantlzed back home, wiere they came from,

We ourselves have gone to Church there wany times and another Church. We have one Fam-

11y, that has been married, I would say, 15 to 17 years. Thoe Lusband is a Convert,

they are now going to the Lutheran Churcn, where he came-from. We have talked to sev-
< )

eral other women wro husbands are Coaverts and they are having a very hard time, tryimg

to zet them to go to Church. I could keep writing all day about things, These are

some of the things we have heard about, how many more we hevea't heard ahout,

How many neople do we have to lose, before you do something. One girl wanted to
et married, she could not win Father dowa, =5 shs sould get things set, so she went
Rizht now, our Niecg,

i

her future husband's way and got married in a Protestant Church.

wants to get married aext Anril. TFather had all kinds of excuses, that the Farmers are
t

In the fisld, rivst Coswunion, Qreduztions, ne dossn't want to aarr hem during Lent
1) 12 = 1

- . LY 'j. Iy >
What's wrong with it?97 narried duringient, will bz 2 years 14Apr11 and .

zot warried during Lent, s0 what's the wroblent? Y“aen these zids
dick out a Wedding Dste, thay have nicked 1% out for a reason, they nlan years about

what kind of Wedding trey want aend he destroys it. The Mother is sick, because her

Jeugrter is now getting married out of the Church.

Thae people that are coming te Chureh and glviag money, s9ither don't know whats

going on, don't vwaat ts zet tavolved or are doing it onl;

*

to fulfiil their weekly

oblization. It re=lly doosn't o us much 7208 to o Lo Chureh, because we 5it thers
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with so nmuch hate. W2 have talked * rave gult ziving all together., The
Church is dividing very ouickly. e wander where he tninks all this money ls going to
come from, all the Zmployees he's Blring for big bucks. This town is going down fast.
8 buildins now on FMain Street agre enply, they say 5 wore businsvses are to close soon,
He hires for everything, but he still wants to run everything, The wonen have always

nandled the kitchen and all events, the wen helo with dinners we have, He's down there
telling the women, at events, what coffee pots they can use ond which ones they can't,
He wants to be sole "Chief", He wants 2ll the Credit,

he didn't and

He has his nose in everything.
He does everything right, does nothing wrong, say one thing and clalms
blames everything oa somsone else, You were here during the week, some time back, and

he out in the Bulletin, that You told him, to tell US, that you sent your most Valuable

and Yzlented Priest TOU hade-wa--- PRUE? 2279
Yie hzd a Militaryuneral zbout a month ago, the Lagion snd VEW particapate in it.
“hen the Casket was fo leave the Church, Father would not let them put the American Flgg

on the Casket, These Hon fought for thelr Country. “he Legioa & VPW Men were very up-

set, as was the Family, Lhey usually, at the Cometery, take and fold the Flag and give
it to the Family, but they didn't get to do it. ‘I'he only thing they did, was the Gun

Salute, but we never heard if 1t was wita Father's aoproval or not. 1Is he Antd-Amerie

can, too??7?277?
We had pass away about 6 weeks ago., Father told the CCW Chairman
to start planning for a Funerael on Thursday or Friday.---She didn't die until Saturday

How heartless can he be!!! The Funeral PDirector warned the oldest Son about Father,

The Son sald, "I was going to warn you about Father." Then the Family had a hard

time getting what they wanted for songs and readings. Finally, one of the 13 childrsn

told him, "This is our Hother and this is what we want." The singer sang "The 01d Rug-

ged Cross", Father said singing that song, it was a Protestant Funeral. Here is a

Family, a few hours vefore, had jyst lost a Love One, a wife of 48} years and a Hothex

and he treats them like that, (Does it for all the Fune¢ral) Then sows time after the

Funeral, the husband went in to the Rectory to give sonmsz money, I think for lMasses for

his Wife. Father was standing thers, so the husband gave the money to Father, Fathe

threw the money on the desk, it slid across the desk and oan the floor. What kind of a

Man is this guy?? The husband just lost his wife--No Sympathy at all,

v

Our Fall Festival, as far ss the extra activities, was a'"Flop". The women on the

different committees fighting among themselves. At Fair time,it was put in the Bull-

for 2 weeks ahead, that the Youth Group was going to work at the KC's food stand,

etin

"SBupport Your Youth", Hadn't even asked the kids. could never zat anyone to say
"Support Your Youth". When was done, the kids zll quit., The KC head, also head of
the Finance Committee, would not call for a list of names. His wife called another
woman to call had no list, as far as she knew, they all quit, Then Father
Taylor had the Secretary call and she still zave them nothing, She's not zood

enough for the job, she's not zood enough for tihe information, aither, W8 were &t t&e
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bit ~nd s rereoe- fong stand next to Che KOs, ,was

e WY

We were at ti

RT
alwafs Tull snd veonls wajting, KC's wsiasu naa onsy a few whea sver we were thero, -+ uv

Father Taylor was taere waliting on pesple sand nost the time, frying hamburgers with

nd tie slobber landed

that damn cigar in his nouth. ¥Who "nows whers the ashes lsnded a

that runs down the cigar., A Protestant jummed 2t worie, about nim
and his cigar. I'm supre the Protectants ware talking nlenty ebout it, The Luthermn

avey arcfit

Youth run there stand and they kave 2 sign 19 saying, the Churcbbatches vhat
they make to go towards their trin, could never zet any woney for the Youth, The

trip boafore Father Gavin d1ed, he ¢1d glve the Yout:r %100 towards the gas for their .3
trip, Kids made avery ceat they used for their trins,
was in the Hosoital racently. Some of the problem was bscauss of Stress
and the anxiety that =he was wi turough, by Father and the Counell. She was fhere
B -

12 days, Father never came to sea zov, may be Jegally tlind, but she

conldn't ralze 2ads reet with her

5068

Senses 50 wyuch more than otlar neanloe,

5300 a month., Can you imarine the provlem they have nov?? They have drained us to the

voint that we can't help anymore. hey have borrvowed =2 large som of money, that we

don't row how they can »ay back. Tils is the situation your Priest has =mt

resa', Thanks for Progress!!! He has no feel#

in.But then, Father says "that's Pr-

ngs what so ever for the Handicap and Foor. has been in contact with the

‘I'ney had her take a €ollege test. She mot 98% very

Suverior Keting, and the verson sghezd of 9ays 1t looks

like she already has a Zollege Desree and should have been able to handle that jobh okay.

ig also a Volunteer for the Hotline out of Worthington, S&he attonds Workshons
for it and one of the Workchops was on Satanism,

Father doesa't 1ike women, you can see that. “fhen he came, e wss goning to eget rid
of any woran in his way. 7That is why he was so mean tc to met rid of
her. 1The treatwment of . Father and the .4
Council could have sat down with the 2 Cocrilnators and talked to them and told them

what he wanted for his Relilgious Education and asked if they could have handled it, NO,

but instead tihe sneaky, cheap underhanded:way it was handled. What she was doing was (

cutstanding, veovle can't believe what he did to her., Ske had more compliments, she

e couldn't stand that. de wouldn't have

=g

knevw what she was doing and deing it well and

anytnlng to do with the Religion Program because it wasn't his Program., He told the

Litury Coumittee our Religion Program was a "Joke", Ve told you thls before, 2 or3

ronths after classes started, ne wanted to unow viat wz2e doing thers all the tlme,
She told him she aad classes in a litile woile. He came down for about 10 minutes
and stopuesd 2t the 4 classes thal were there. The only time he was there, had

Ereschool thru 3rd on Sunday., whicn the Haoss al Uoodstock interfered, wubt the 4th and

5th was on Wuerday afternoon, In Jan at the Christmas Party, Father sat with
and wanted to know who 211 these Peovle were, he didn't know any of them. told

him they were 2ll tomchiers, he couldn't believe it. That's hwew interested he wzs 1o
our Religion Program-~iae kaew nothing, Prhen about a month later ze cawve down to the
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5cBIL and wanted to know why all uiae wovrs were open and lizhts and furnace on.
again told him she had kids coedng in a few minutes, How can you condemn something
you knhow anothing about! There was discivline problems in the older grades, which
had, but when a Yeacher askted for his help, he just yelled at her, "You should have
come for me when it hapvened, but I'm not coning now", So she quit! Ve could have
been down there when the kids came to let them there was some one in authority threre,
out No=~not nim! The Teachers volunteer thelr time for 8 montihs each year, When Gavin
was here, the Council would not approve a Christmas Party for the Tsachers. ““quéﬁdi
$135 out of her owm vocket, that she didan't have, had a local business pregare the
food and then some Mothers sorved it at the Church Hall, to save money, Some Churches
talke their Teachers out to a Resturant. No one cares! Now they are so willing to gok
along with Father on anything or they don't have any say about it.
They were having all thelr Secret Meetings about and the 2 Coordinators,
50 sneaky and underhanded. So vhen we went to the Council Keeting to help
several sald, "Nobodles saying you don't have a Job". If they had their jobs,
then why were they nutting out Job Descriptions and Job Apvnlications. The Applications
were the ones for Teachers for full time Schools. Your Secretary, and
211l said, there wss no Diccere Application for Director ¢f Religious.€d
talked to all 3 people, It had the Diccsse slgs on the top, =2nd 4 or 5 guestions
on Sexual Karassment and other questions. Meybe he made Lt up and just »ut the Diocesc
on it. Father said he wanted someone with 2 Degres. s2id, "Phat abont experienasM
Father said, "Someone #ith = Degree .and Experience", vare never formally
informed, that they didn't have a Jjok, they were nover told Wi WIY they didn't have a job,
As yot, there has been No reason why tkey don't have a job. has been a nmemher
of thls Church 2ll her 1life and the treatment she recelved, ne conscience what so avey!

The Council has a number of members that are quite new to the Parlish, Some are only

here 1 or 2 ycars and then want to run our Parish. R

and played ball with our lkids, He's the one who szid sie waen't malified, at that

one Secret Masting tha #ent Yo, Then at tha Couneil Heeting

ke denied saying it, after he himself kad €old her the year before, that there wera

Ho Complaints,You're Doing en Zxcellent Job and Keep U» the Good Work. Trie has even v

ruinsd Priendshkiy of nany vears with

We told you all ahout aroklens 10 one of 219 ovideatly you told
Father Tarior. Maybe vou were trying ta heln., Sone cre things wz wrote to you,
were what he bfounght no when he case dovn fo Iifiea, thuis hefore Deli-
#ic was dong Tor last yenr, 1 =}'nk told you when she came Lo ses you, that

Fether cut her and her Digebilitiess devm Zop about 2 hours, Then told her if she was

the last spnlicant or the only Applicsnt, he would never hire ker. If she told anyone

what he said, ne would Duny 4 Soreone wag ou

wazvings are suppose

Feather znd the (o rc1ﬂ1~va all these s=c
s Mot to tell anYune what roes
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on iﬁrthe meetings, not sven their Jant is he pulling off here?297? He

is spending our Money, this is our Church--Like I said, there isn't that kind of noney

in this town.
e were suppose te have #lections for new Council Kemwbers in iiay. ‘'hey couldn't

find enyone to run. One verson 1ad gotten called that wasn't even Catholiec, his Wife

vag, but not him, Yhoever had callad, said he was the 14th one he had called, how

did the others c¢all?? Father told the Councll it was a busy time, we'll try in
Zlection z moath ago. They

nany
the Iall, MNever had %that problaem before!! Well, we had a
stee, there's suvgose to be a new one every ‘sie yoan
ran, so they

conldn't get anyone to run for 1pu
Finally, got 2 ta.run for Iinance and cne of his Comnittee
had three, Lhey zot 2 for Litury and 2 for Hdueatioa, but they said they wouldn't prun

unless thsre were 3, so it would look legal. UYhey couldn't find another one for each,

8¢ they had us vote for just O¥Z. OFf all the veople in this Church, they finally sot

ot N .
6 veople to! I had asked one woman 1f she was going to teach, and she said, "o, and

I'm not running for Couvneil either until this mess is straightened out". He has tnis

Yhey think that they are helning make decisions, buﬂthey are
men-~

Council so Arainwashed.
Just going throuzh the motions, because he always makes the Tinal decision.
tloned thls to one of the Council tiembers, when it came to the interview. (e called

in for a interview, just to make it look good, 20 she couldn't say she didn't

have a chance,) This Council Member said Father wouldn't do that, ner time was too

valuable to have him do that, But everyone will say, Father makes the Final Decision,

He puts in the Bulletin, the Council decided this and the founcil decided that (so

thay get the blame) end it's all cut and dris=d before the Councll Xeeting,

e talkked to the 2 Yrustees and they saild taat Father cleains

the Churches have educated people running their Religilon Programns, they said the one

at Luverne, sald the one from Luverne has done it fer about 15 Years, but as far

as she knows, she's just a housewifebknd also a Counvert, as the one from Slayton and

probably 20% of the Parishes in tne Dioccese. has been golng for 4 years to the

Workshops and she knows a lot of these people. Lhere are a few Nuns or Sisters, but

they are the ones in small Churches that have lost theip regular Priest, like Wood-

stock. sut, Father wants a Degree and Experience, Yell, he advertised and looked all

Summer for a Coordinator. I don't know why he advertised all aver the State and part

of South Dakota, like he c¢id, well, we have veople,too, He thought he had one sarlisr

‘e come down for an interview, he
de turned it

this Summer, a Moak from around WYatertown, S.D..
could see something was not right going on, aand wanted no oart of it,

down, we heard from & very good sourse, a Priest, so the Konk told Father and the
Council he could get lots more inoney someplace else,

80, finally, the last misute (fug) he zot an ex~Principal from ihe cmall town of

Verdi, whose School is just down to tke crades aow, no #igh Schocl, He wanted a Men 4o

in here. He got an educated one, with 2 degree, hut how puch Religion exparlence has

he had??2? Father Taylor was having & woman call
jok, so they shouldn't be wood
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guough for the inforsation, sither. Wakher +hinle hels an cxpert about everytning

T . ; A
The}ave peen having one heck of a bt gevving smaviers. The Coordinator is teaching

9th,7th, part of 6th and 5th grades, so far. &th are at nignt the last couple of years

because the teacner teaches in the Public School daytime. Where the grades were civ-

ided in 2 classes, sounds lixe some teachers rave them all, now, They Iinally got a

3rd grade teacher. 1 have taught 14 years, but I'm sure Father told the new Coord-

inator not to call me,-~Well--who cares, I'm teaching some place where I'm anpreclated

Father called our Relision Program a "Joke"? The Coordinator teaches the 9th graders,

tzlking to some of the 9th grade kids, they sald there is no discipline at all, e

have a Grandson in the 3th grade., The 1st weelr, Pather had them sing "This Litile

Light of Mine" %to Rav Hugic, and vracticed for the Mass the kids were zolng to do.

wesk, wrote the Our 7. =

2nd week, sang the song and vyracticed for Sunday's Maess, 3rd
nave any books?" Ile said

=y

Father and =ang songs. YWe asked our Grandson, "don't you

Ho,.they didn't have any books yet.,--Resl great!! These are the only classes e

know absut. Besides, they have one Suvaday a montn off--acver had that before, just

the regular Holidays and special Sundays.
as for the Youth Groun, sounds like the Coordinator is going to gset an extra

33,000 for a once a month meeting-—-~Boy, zood wages, wouldn't you say?? This is over

the $13,000 for Coordinator for the children to come for sbout 30 minutes to 60 min.

once a week, Plus $1300 for Youth Zxpenses, Thess are the amounts that were on his

Budget Statement. couldn't 5ethything for tre klds, they made their owa m oney

with Pancake breakfacs Bzke Salss, ote. started out with 94 an hour, last year

wot up to %$4,75. S3Sae got1,000 to 1300 a year for Youth drous, Her husband worked

with her for nothing, He took.2 & 3 deys of His vacation time to teke theso kids

on their trivs to the Clties. Ke took His vacgtion time to help with Crazy Days Food

and Ornament Booth, He worked for all the Paicaxe Aregcfasts and when they had rolls

No one was interested in knowing what they were doing,
W1ll be inter-

and Coffee. No one cared,
Father and the Council had no ld=a what these two did for these kids,
esting to see what they have for Wouth troup now! One of the Trustees has 2 girls
seen zoing to a Baontist Youth Group and his Son was a very faithful nenber, hs still

ig '3

came in the 10th grade, whea most kids quit at 9th, IHis Son and one otasr boy, iis

Kother also oa the Sducation fommittee and a complainer, their boys were always

c¢zlling to talk to about their nroblsms., One lother said last Fall that

didn't have control, Whea the 7th zraders starl coming, they sre wild. Yhey had 1

tallk seesions at treir meetingshnd discussed prodblems they nad and after a few montzs

they were »ret:y good, These kide had Faith in and trusted her, Youth menbers

would call her sometimes at 2:00 & 3:00 in the moraing, Lf they had had a fight with

thelr Pzfents znd coulda't sleep “ven their Protestant frieads called sonetimes,

They were Free to call at any time. One fiducation Board person said, "They can learn

to Trust someone else”, Lis Wife, also a Soclal Uorker, tried for 2 years with a Youth

sroup and coulda't get =ny one bul her in-laws to come. She dicn't have the person-

ality for the %ids, This year the older xids wanted te start z group for 9th to
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12t§{1wades. I'm sure Father waylo: ever cared abont any of this because
ne never came and nover knew what they did at their meetings. The Youth Group volnn-
teered to hely the Blood Hank, collected door to door for food for the Food Shelf,
collected Winter Coats fob the needy, Sold Flowers for the Right to Life and much
more. ©None of this meant anything to Father or the Zducation Hoard., When you got
kids taiing part in Church activities, you beiter hold on to them, You won't get them
back, not the kids now days.

The RET Teanm that comes for the Teennsge Retreat, 12 put it on. We hneard they had
about 50, not to bad, they had 77 last year. Had there 1st Youth Ministries meesting.
Heard they had only one of the older ones, but did get some of the new cnes coming up
ghis year.

ad & hard time to get anything in the Bulletin about Lducation or
Youth Group announcements. Kow Fatker, for about the last 1% months has a whole to %
sheet every week full of those announcenents, trying to make it look like they really
have something good going on. In the past, we've had 20~22 teachers, plus 6 to 8 young
kids as Alds to help the Teachers. They claim they have plenty of Teachers, then why
is the Coordinator feachlng so many classes??? I heard the Computer Gal in the Office
comes down to help,

Isn't 1t funny, that the Janitor, Father and the Council lnterviewsd, was working
about a month before thne interview. lie just happens to come from Putterfield, which i
isn't far from Madelia., We have our thoughts sbout that ,too., Why did he have to go
out so far to run ads, when there vprobably is someone in our own Church tihat could hawe
used a Job, ‘

How have you allowed him to come to this Parish, when you know he has problems,
endangoring our Children., He made a mess at Rochester and Madelis, so you sent him
way across the state fisuring we wouldn't fiad out about him. He nay have a good head
when it comes to figures, but he svends money like water over a Falls, Xe is a very s
Ve realize there 1s a shortage of Priest, but welre hetter off with -

slck Man,

visiting Priests, tren what we have., Ue's told ua a couple of times, he's for every-

one-~He is only for himself and gets rid of anyone idhis wayt. It's kard to understand
how he is allowed to give Mass and hear Confesslons,

Svidently be dossn't get along with. the they dontt care for him

at , dontt care for hilm at the , has

»uin our relations with the other Churches, heve yox =2ny ldea how loxnzg it will take
to get all that hack??
We always thoushi that the Gloria and

There's a few things we don't understand,

We haven't peen zaying thenm since

Whan ne's got that clwar in ris mouth, he tzlks out of the side

ne ¢till talize that way, wou caxti understand

tioned it 1o nin and ae alweys oot a

ZrrRens,

of nis wouth,
him.  Zveryone comolains, A few have men

answer, Uweil. wnoulpe eitiiae 14 the wrens nloce, £it iz fronth, Ona lady t
You ean't ninderstond hln thare aither,
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RTiie can't vet feotle Lo meln ..., .ues “ng more.  ne S=t ndgit, he had as Altep

188 more--different times, no Lectors, =o ho does all the

boys, sometimes one, nsome!

readings himaelf, not very often a Aoug leadar shows uy, 4 number of times lataly,

[T

he has to hep for Commalon Distributors, 4his ane

W oAdtributors, that rever moved to

Lers sitting in front of us, that are slso Com

0 nn. Finslly, some other provle went un,

Tow much wore desltynetion =ng LW Mony wnon]a do Ie2g3 hefore you meve
m?  He skould not have g Perisk, should be undar someoie, Ye reed 2 good Priest
to get ns bacl tosether and we think we should start vith a whole Naw Council, We are
suppose fo have a ney Chairverson aachk J2ar, accordins o the Crurch Conatitution.
Zlect a new VicewChairosrson zach year and the next year moves p to Chalrnerson. Tae
ona on now, on hin Sth veap aind 0o chaaves sides iy the @iddle 2¢ g gentence, if%ia
thinks thatts what the Priest wants, He thinks hefs resl lnportant!

I don't know Wiy a2nyone would wont to work for the Catholic Chizrch, when your

Job 1sn't any more secure than trat, Other Jobs, you ean ¢oend your whole life work~

ing it not here. No Security, at 811 and Ko Unemnloyment!
) has glven ' aneme of a Lawyer, out of MNinn-
eavolls, that handles Digerdnination, as of fct, she has not contacted Sl Batececnmas
I'n sure we haven't aeard near the things thet have heen going on, I wish Peonle
with a complaint would write to you. ‘Ihore's more we could *ell you, but the Letter

has to end sonetime, as does the destruction he hae caused,

In Christ's Love,
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~ SATANISM:

TE

= LAW ENFORC

RESPONSE

EMENT

aanism is on the rise in Amer-

ica. Hardly a day passes without

reports of violent acts con-
ducted by Satanists. Across the coun-
try law enforcement organizations are
receiving reports of homicide, may-
hem, assault, suicide, child abuse and
animal mutilations: that are linked
with the satanic occult, Investigators
may find it difficult to belleve the
Strange and bizarre tales of criminal
acts being committed by persons
wearing priestly robes and adorned
with symbols of the devil,

Law enforcement authorities have
the responsibility to meet the chal-
lenge of the Satanist with education,
knuwlkedge, understunding, cooperu-
ton and appropriate resources ar all
governmental levels,

Only through knowledge and un-
derstanding of the organization, be-
liefs, rituals and practices of various
oceult groups, will investigators be
able 10 successfully prosecute persons
engaged in Satanistic Criminal behav-
ior. Appropriate communication re-
garding satanistic activites must be
shared between law enforcement
agencles throughour the country.
There must be a renewed awareness
of satanic overwaes in certain crimes.

The Beljefs of Satanism

Satanism, also referred to as black
magic, hus existed since the dawn of
Christianity. According to the Bible,
Ged is the father of all, Including both
Christ and Lucifer (the Devil). There
was conflict in heaven berween the
forces of Christ and Lucifer, and the
Lucifer forces lost and were "cast out
ént)o) the earth" (Revelations 12:7-9
2)).

Robert). Barry

- Thus, people have long realized the
struggle between the rightecusness of
God and the forces of evil in the devil.
This same struggle is recognized by

" the Satanist, who is commiued with

religious fervor to winning that bale,
The Satanist believes Lucifer rules
the earth, and when the end of the
world comes, the forces of Lucifer will
overpawer the forces of God and
Christ and rule in heaven. Therefore,
the Sanist pledges allegiance © the
devil, not only for his assistance in
this waorld, but in the world 1o come.
During the early 1900s, the leading
advocate of Satanism was Aleister
Crowley. Crowley, born in 1875 In

England, was raised 4 Christlan and .

graduated from Cambridge Unlver-
sity' Eventually, he became obsessed
with ancient occult bellefs. His writ-
Ings in this area have probably pop-
ularized Saanism and devil worship
more than any other souree.!

In 1898, Crowley joined an occule
organization called “The Order of the
Golden Dawn™ and quickly rose to a
posidon of authority within that
group. He later entered the Ordo
Templi Orlentis (OTO), u suwanic it
ual group founded by Barl Keller in
1900. Crowley organized a chapter of
the OMD-in,Los Angeles, California, In
approximately 1905.3

Crowley published his Book of Law
In 1904, iy which “do what thou wilt
shall be the whole law was advo-
cated.” It was from this philosophy
that Crowley developed his ritual
black magic which advocated violation
of every moral code known to civi-
lized men. In 4 later book, Magictlk)
in Theory and Practice, he wrote,
“for nearly all purposes human sacri.

fice Is the hest, and 2 male child of
perfect innocence and high intelli-
gence is the most satisfactory and suit-
able victim."

.Crowiey called himself “the beast"
and “the wickedest man in the world"
In 1909, his book, The Fquinox, be-
cume the bible for the OTO.

In hls later years, Crowley spent
some time in an Insane asylum and
was reportedly a heroin addict. He
died in 4 cheap rooming house in
Hastings, England in 1947 While
Crowley is gone, his philosophies and
Heerature live on.

Authorities helieve Anton La Vey,
also known as the “Black Pope,” is

probubly dx: best known modern pro-

ponient of Satanism. Born In 1930, he
ran olf w foln a carnival as a magl-
cian’s assistant after dropping out of
high school. He was a con artist and
used hly theatrical showmanship to
fuund The Chureh of Sutan in April
1966 tn San Francisco, California. The
Church of Satan was the frst legally
recognized, tax-exempt, church of its
kind,

In 1969, La Vey pubtished The Sa-
teanic Bible, which outsells the Bk in
many bookstores.? In his book, La Vey
wrote, “We hold Sutun as a symboalic,
personul savior, who takes care of
mundune, fleshy, carnal things, Satan-
ism encourages any form of sexual
expression you muty desire, so long s
It hurts no one else."® La Vey later
states, "Satanism does nor advocate
rape, child molesting (and) sexual de.
filement of animals. .

lt seems contradictory for a group
to encourage wll forms of sexual
expression, and at'the same tme
place parameters on that activity: It Is

28
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difficult ® ¥hcournge induigence and
vengeance and not to expect debauch-
ery, mayhem and other criminal acts.
On human sacrifice, La Vey said
that, In general, a Saanist should not
sacrifice 2 human being unless, “it
were [0 serve a two-fold purpose; that
being 1o release the magician's wrath
in the throwing of a curse. and —---

their mem . ally
ill, criminal psychopathic personalicy
is found.

Most black magic occult groups
have certain practices and rituals tha
are common o all. They are usually
organized into “covens," consisting of
9 or 13 members, Authorities have es-
_ nated there were approximately

A new coven member must make 2
strong lifetime commitment to the
group, which Includes a strict vow of
secrecy, not unlike the La Cosa Nostra
(LCN). Members are not allowed to
disussociate themselves from the
group after having been exposed to
their various criminal activities, A
member breaking the code of secrecy
places his life und the tives of his fam-
ily in serious jeopardy

imnovern—- o] 000 covens in the country in 1946,
o 000 by 1976, and 135,000 by 1985.'
i e ' £
i S O L ;
or Th? et ot t e 7K
A R R

:gl [l ,u"xr*-ri ) L. .4 -fi;-,'\‘Lr.!..LQ JARA —_

g T A " . L - ¢
:aj LT B ﬂ;e’ Flainn= k‘i ibilicy to experience guilt or

i o owe=TE P

sext s Rl ol (ueS morse. .

L: L — A PO B ) ____t".;-lr
tivel ©¢° L bfe gt gl S
with et sility w form lasting
lowe tionships.
spilny lency w seek high levels of
::n(c s and excitement
Marcl
1975, - .llslveness‘
tional  _...g ur several hundred
persons, The membership seems ob- ¢ :
sessed with the milirary and the Nazi Lack of conscience.
movement in particular

Numerous smaller splinter groups Aggressive and dangerous
have also developed; however, they behavior
seem (o lack the sophistication and Supertictal charm and intelligence..

leadcrship of the larger, more formal
organizations. Although these splinter
groups may follow the basic satanist

Unreliability and irresponsibility

The Criminal Psychopath or Sociopath'

BEHAVIOR

Experiences no guiit or remorse for
violent cziminal acts, although he or
she can express sorrow and other
emotions,

Treaws persons s if they are
inanimate objects, . | %
Behaves bizarrely and grotesquely as
2 rule, rather than an exceprion.
Childlike—cannot defer immediate
pleasures for long range goals——lives
in the present.

Fails to develop a conscience due to
lack of appropriate role models.

Reacts o frustration with violent fury

Plays role of # "confidence man.”
Has short periods of responsibility
coupled with irresponsibilicy,

teachings and practices, they tend w0 Pathological lying. :éif;‘;‘égfs; d‘zﬁm’ la:yer,
Interprer some of these 1o meet their whims and oft cort 1 19, hls
individual .Thescsmallg,roups lTsm often confuses these "
are the ones that come to the atention o
of law enforcement, since it s within Anti-soctal behavioe Impulstvely commits viclent acts "just
for the hell of it."
Egocentricity. Behaves parasiticlly because of an
Sa.tanlc Cults Organized , Insariable need w be believed, served
in the United States'® and supporied,
'(r:bh;nl:h :ff All Worlds Lack of values, Falls to develop contemporary
b h'::of s’lol-um:il; . societal value system.
temeton Brutallty toward dumb animals. Tortures and kills antmals,

Order of Thelema Lack of insight. Has lluke upprecicion of his impact

Process Church of the Final on others,

Order of the Circle Casual and excessive sexual Has a casual actiude toward sex and

The Chingons behavior sexual contacts. Some sex acs may

&Suf;om P Movement be outlandish and bizarre.

?l;:hool? gfr the Ram A need 1o fil. Has 0o life plan, except perhaps the
meOrdo m;; ientis (OTO) need o make a faflure of himself, a
Sawan Senate bom loser
40
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The ceasons for joining the coven
are as vARild as the characteristics of
the members themselves, The mem-
bers come from all walks of life, all
ethnic groups, and all social and eco-
nomic levels. Some joln for reasons of
personal gratificaton from the sadis-
tic, ant-social or sexual behavior;
while others may possibly find the re-
liglous aspect meets their needs.

All members pay strict obedience
t the high priest, or priestess, who
has complete control over all mem-
bers. The group leader uses fear, par-
anola, intimidation, socializatlon, de-
personallzation, drugs, alcohol and a
rewards system to maintain control
over members of the coven. Child
members are secretive about their In-
volvement due to the vow of secrecy,
fear and the threat of retallation
against themselves or their families.
Coven members try 1o remnain anony-
mous and unknown 1o law enforce-
ment organizations. They belleve
thelr evil criminal acts will not be re-
warded by Satan if they are Identified
and prosecuted by authorities,

Coven rituals are usually individy-
alistic In nature, but cermin symbols
and Instruments are very basic. Dus-

ing 4 ritual, a pentegram (a flve:
polnted star enclosed within a circle),
usually nine feet in dlametes, is drawn
on the ground or floor. The relative
position of star polats and the altar
determines the type of citual or magic
performed,

Devices used during a ritual usu-
T:!llylrrluderedorlﬂackroba. hoods
or masks, hats or helmets, music or
chanting, black or white candles and
holders, a dagger or double edged
short-sword, chalices, a cauldron for
fire, an altar for the high priest and
various trappings bearing satanistic
symbols, :

Several occultist rituals call for ant-
mal or human-sacrifice. Satanists be:
lieve that 2 quantity of stored energy
Is released to those nearby when a

- Warm-blooded animal or human is’
killed, These sacrifices will usually be
performed Inside the sign of a penta-
8ram, or triangle, which has been

on the floor or ground. This
drawing forms a "cone of power"
which focuses escaping energy on
participants, Many rituals have violent

sexual ove imi-
nal acts coi e oo ..VESe
tigators as a result of these satanic
coven rituals.'?

The Heavy Metal Music
Phenomenon

One major contemporary move-
ment explolting Satanism Is the music
industry and its punk rock and “heavy
metal” productions. The messages
carried In this type of music Include
self mutilaton; assault; mayhem; sui-
clde; drugs; murder; sex; antl-estab-
lishment and anti-soctal rebeillon
against soclety, parents, education,

law and order. The music duempts 10
promote the Ideals of ahsolute free-
dom, irresponsibility and violence.

In heavy metal, these ideals also
encompass the use of satanic symbols.
Some heavy mewl record album cov-
ers are decorated with satanic viokent

themes."

Spme people helieve this music Is
only a fad, Thac may be true for some,
but for others it may lead to a way of
life that drastically changes their baslc
cthics and value systems,

Some groups have organized to
light this heavy meral rock use of vio-
lence, sex, drugs, and Satanlsm for Iits

SIGNS OF SATAN

FEBRUARY-MARCH 1987

AC/DC o @ -
TINER 1IEADSD DOG WHITE MAGIC

ZO‘S‘O CHLIARDSS GATIL TO [

S SATAIVSTONER _—

; : UPSIDE DOWN STAR
MAHKO§ uci Sonorocm
FFF pmene
666 — @ .

mg ANTI.CHRIST

6' comrrumeT
oas — OE=
6,913 X owomem

' d ” y
ﬁ 1IORN AND AN, Q
ADLRI TO ANY YT s
) LG TTNING 0T
HEAVEN TO 1AL
/ STHENOTI )
SESTIKA ‘
A g
. HuR g
] ANTI.CHNIST
b CROSS OF CONFISION
.41
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A

- major theme, One group proposes u
warning B on records w inform
consumers of thelr lyrical.content,
There Is also a movement o have the
lyrics printed on the covers of albums.
These proposals have met with strong
opposition from musie industry and
civil libertarians concerned with cen-
sorship, the stifling of creative art and
freedom of speech,

Conclusion

law enforcement managers realize
this renewed interest ln Satanism and
the occult is a serious national prob-
lem. Authorities must meet the chal-
lenge by assuring these crimes are de-
tected, reported and prosecuted for
what they are: satanic refated,
This challenge Is best addressed by
2 muld-faceted approach:
® An Increased awareness of the
satanic teend by all law enforce-
ment personnel,
® Maintenance of special recorcs
on satanic type crimes,
® Dissemination of information 1
appropriate organizations,
® Cooperative imelligence gather-
ing apparatus, .
® County or state task forces 1o co-

Urdl"u,n lastiass vioastnfasan b ~4|ll-l.‘iL'
related
@ State and federal computer udili-
zatton for satanic related crimes.
® Standardized report forms for
Satanic related crimes.
® The development of rellable
sources of Information and pos-
sible Informants,
® Allocaton of adequme depart
mental resources.
® Generalized training at recruit
and in-service levels,
® Indepth training for spuecialized
Investigators.
® [nvolvement of both community
and private sector resources in
combating this threat 1o the
baslc American value system.
This response should lead 10 suc-
cessful prosecution of persons per-
forming satanic cult criminal acts aned
have important deterrent effects on
persons engaged in other satanistic
actlvitles, In addition, this effort
should add 10 the strong existing par-
2noia of detection and prosecution
present among most satanic cult
membels.
This challenge of Satanism will be

met by progressive and innovative

law enforcement administrators.

SATANIC RITUAL CALENDAR

Theougl education, waining, plu:}-‘
ning and mutual cooperation, this
threat o vur society will be cone
tained. ¥
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Dats Time

3

0 AM
FivA

[

WEILE YOI WERE OUT

r

of . e I

FPhone S

Arca Code Number Extension
] .

TELEPHONED PLEASE CALL
CALLED TO SEE YOU WILL CALL AGAIN
WANTS TO SEE YOU URGENT

[RETURNED?OUHCALL] ]

Message

Operator

g@%&‘ reorder 23-7¢C

Anensa

D1GreenCyule”
RECYCLED PAPER
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Please complete all of the following:

Have you ever been the subject of allegations of physical or sexual abuse?
Yes - No

Have you ever been charged yith, accused of, or convicted of child abuse or sexual
abuse? Yes - L No

Have you ever been dismissed from any position because of immoral conduct,
unprofessional conduct. unfitness for service, unsatisfactory service or child abuse?
Yes - No

Have you ever been charged or convicted of any felony or misdemeanor (other than minor
traffic offenses)? Yes ~ No ’

Have you failed or refused to fulfill a contract of employment entered into with any
school system? Yes ko

(If the answer to any of the above questions is "Yes,” a full explanation must be given
and attached to this application.)
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Rev. Robert Taylor
gervants of the Paraclete

Jemez Springs, NM 87025

(505)829-3586
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oLy Dumghter.

»g letter;. He always hes everytning cut and dried, and vpasses out all these

wnat he decldasn, all

gy usgd. When

one was the Mayorl and asked where the Uatholic vhur
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nfﬁome gpacial mass

vi
o0, ‘Thess men took sowe

pred, here were these purses, got snough

from Pipestone. Ihsn later on, there was a breakin gt:

the Cnurch, and they thiank some thiags wers taken and Father e¢laims he heard the noise

vedroon., <Lhe Janitor said ks cou

any forcsd eantry on any outside doeors. It had to almost be an igside job. <Then

one day, some LCW women wers in the Concourse, estry between the School hall and the
th

Church, there on the bulletin deard was a 660 sign. Fathsr told

ne has this cold gvare ead it reaily scares wd the weird things tRTEOO78 one
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Arch Bishop John R. Roach
Chancery

226 Summit Ave,

St. Paul, MN, 55102

Dear Arch Bishop;

Ve feel you should be aware of what's havpeni: L you haven't already been

informed. We are sending you a cony of the lettar we are gending to Bishoo Vlazny,

%e have written hinm saveral times and our and her husband wont to

! personally. All we sot frog him, is 2 thanics for what work we

Winona to see hily
nave done for the Church, his prayers for us and to pray for father, We feal this
is a very ssprious condition, WE REALLY NIRD TOUR LmL2
First, Fathsr Taylor is a vary rude, abusive and self-centared Darson,  He makes
life 2 living Hell, for wro ever gets In hie way. VWoodstock had a
. helplong with theip Parish, because tizey no longer have g fuil tine Priest,
We at Pipestone, srhars our Priast with them, FHe wanted >ut of there and

made life very difficult for her, until she couldn't teke 1t anymore and left, But

they planned all ut eliminate her job anyway, to cut the hours to 4 to B hours a

75

week. %e had an elderly Janitor, Father tolqd us, he taousht tris Janitor would bYe

auiting, he was too nld and could set hurt. He did a good job and it was extra

lacome to go alonz with his Soeclal Securlty. TFathor made 1irfe Biserable for him, too

X .
to zet nim to quit. The Janitor told us hinself, "I nave to zat out“here, before he

e crazy". The treatment of the Sacrotary is unbelieveable, but she needs

drives
the job. He 2lso made life Hell for . She was ;
=K Another Gal, had the unper grades.

1s legally blind, she has only one eye and doesn't ses oo tineh with the

SEwEr ons. She has been g Diabetic since 3 years old. She vas totally blied at

about 27, sot sight bacik, but lost it asain asd landed uo loslng one eye and saving

one. At 28, sie had 5 by-sags aerart surzery, Sho was en Sinlyses 14 years beTore

getting a Kidnay Transplant 1a 1284, and has felt pretly good since then, As ¥ou can

See, she hzs been to iell and hack many times, in her short life, she doesu't need

lilgion flasses 7 yoears, was Asgistant

o/

waat he hss dons to ner. She has tau;ht

Religion Coordinator for one Year. She has bcen the Relirion Coordinator and Youth

Director for tne wast 3 years., She was doing an cutstzndiang job, had ANy compliments
and she knaew what she was doing. 3Saa has 2 adopted blagk ¢hildren, a boy sad a 'irl,
She nceded this joh badly, Fach ywar the board told her, thzre were no complainte,

n excellent Job and to kee» up tae 200G work, They are very financally

she was doinz a

220r decause of the Medical bills tiiey have and these thiaws aprents considered when

Jou avply Tor VWslfare. They haven't beoen able to get any, but they kezoo irying, 2

Jears ago, fthey hal to ’ile Bankruvty and got rid of 336,000 of fnizdical plus lots of
RT000173



il abhout 23d the 2 Coordinators, Gis Bdnsation wesior of ~ha Conacil
Father said, "That's Progress", Tis Church
le1't a Church anymora, it's Mumbers and a lusiasese, tiay told Fatter has 20

ahaul her

respect for the voor, handicaasped or aged. He was 2hways waking

nls wouth, ks Snew she didar't like
3

being blind, He always has a ci:
1t, so he would blow smoke i3 her face and “Yis nade her eye burn and smart. You just

can't bvelleve what thic man 1s liks. anvone That has had 2asy eoatact with hin, wants
J J )

no zore to do with “im, =Zas a hard time zetting anyone to do anytuing any wore. You

I

8o won't writs it all

will get lot of the informabisu in the letber to

nere apala.

1

told that she was informed, that Fath

flor has been accused

er ia

of Sexual Misbehavior, 'T'ais is what vas toldé aud lataer told um, He &ad been

the youag men, training to be

a teacler at tre Bemlnary and got involved with soms of

Priests, I think thrat is w-en ke was falten ont of the Seminary ard t-en went to a

Church iz Roclester 2ad understand he made =z mess thers. He then went to Madelia, nad
a 1nll Church wher he came and a half Chureh when he loft, we were told, There must
tave been seme Sexual Hishehavier at tiadglin, becanse from there us was sent annrox-

lmately 6 monthks to aAlbuquerque, Hew Mexleco, for ireatwert, That is when our Priest,

o :\

Father Gavin died and he was sent heva. Ln 7 80., ather Eagen, Deaa for

this part of the Diocese, and Father Taylorhnad a m2eting, asited Facher, "Do

d
Jou think the zccusatlous of your Sexuzl Bezavior ave f.ters red with duties as a
Priest?V  do said "Woe, de did not deny it or ask what she was talking nbout,

\2.
;s that zanpenad with ner Liltle girl, until

ak anythni of the wii

didn't {p
ske found ecut ithis inforuation. -he iafordatios is hid 2z the Jlcese, 80 we nave no

prool, Fakier wasan't nere very long, baing . was Coozdinator, she was at tie

Hectory @alte a bit. ite would nut on his lap, uoi like most necple
doy but nad her siraddle his legs aud e pulled :er uo as close as na could agalast

him. This i1s a Priest, you don't think anythiug s wrong zc tne time. Sie is not

80 site saw i%. L'm sBure e would deu; iy, 1 e

dewles everyiaing else. I3 alav took .er Lo sev caudy, BSo this was

soxe tiue lares, asked ser, “uUo yos resdwber waed Fasher zave pom casdy?" The zirl

2 oGunG RN Givl,  fo Mather's

said, "les," yWihere does Tabler bak
noom. " VIO meA: Ll 2 Lliene.. or ay Mlo, unstairs iu

Pather' s roow, " LD way' dOBs ne  ave tals caldy ia Ao poow,  LLL wa Lave

a8 valund B0 suie (Fer athers: and yes, he does

PR
take tueir ta get candy, but they Dadn it U ougkt abouﬁwhere tuey went,

The mothers wers by 18y doing somethlung., 4if it is all so innocent, why can't he

bring the candy to them, Ye have not aver aracioned-.thids to the nlehon,

RT000174



FHBY

Thcliirunts and
. .

dy I

rom

tired 2 couale of 50
to bhe Paoreats ol the woys to wara Bivad a ienilor, ha ouns o won
Father faterviewsd nic. K= just hacsanad Lo come fron

a seeraet Maootiag,

wenb, ratuer sat

wa . U.ly one

in tue doorway, wouldn v leu Guem 1., s0 Juey

ation Sosrd Memoer showed np., .he kiisuce and .rustees had no Ldea what the

meelting was about. Jhey thought they were there to finalize the nlans for the
A

waes or so later, chiay nad a Souncll iesviag, oa a Jednesday nite,

That was guite a meeting,(more in the
out all these

rlng Dinner,

T

se we went along to help nnt
“dlshop*s letter;. He always has everytaing cut and dried, and vasses

i@ extra oapers were publ on c¢ne

+
vane

napers to the Zouncll of what he decidesz, 4l

Leacher s desk of Lhe reom tuey used, Vhen care in on Sunday morning for

Sunday School, all the extra papers were still on the desk, so she gathered them up

and took them to her Office, A couple of weeks later, she was going to check the

stuff out and throw them away. Yhere was one of those yellow legal note pads anoug

the stuff. She dida‘t know whose 1t was, she started looking it over, there were

a few pages of notes. She cane Lo page of the notes for the meeting we were at,

There was a Fk'jf; Swasiika with 4 chacks brHind it. (Sending you a covy) Shorte

1y after the touncil weetl.ng, wes ap in Lhe Chnrch office aud Father had asked

tie Secretaries i¢ any one had seea hls aotebooir, but at tle tine, aadn't

found 1t, yet,. saes and sehges thlizs thal other people dou't.

called us and ve went sud seen itanis notsboolk.
the crecks meant for us at the meeting, Sne had suspacted somethlus weird about
Biortly afier afe=r he had come, we started having trouble

Boy, she was conceraed, figuring

ity for a long Line,
with an Oceult. A-couple of suys had stopped some people up town,{ just hapvened

one was tfje Mayorl and asked where the Catholic vhurch was. 7he Catholie Daugnters

were havingFome speclal wmass and meeting, some of thelr nurses viere in the usheris

room, “*these men took some of the purses. Up at Marshall, a Sheriff or cop happened

to sege someounc buraing somethlng, so he stopned, here wers these purses, got enough

avidents to find out they came from Pipestone. ihen later on, there was a breskin at i

the Cnurch, and they think some things were taken and Father claims he heard the noise

tarough 5 closed doors, unstairs in his bvedroom. <The Janltor said hs couldnit find

any forced entry on any outside doors. It had to almost be an iaside job, <Thea

one day, some CCW women were in the Concourse, eatry between the School hall and the

Church, there on the bulietin board was a 666 sign, Father told then not to tell

anfone. We never had aay troubles like this before until he came. Thers are times

he has this cold stare asd it really scares and the welrd things he does. One

day he came in, she dida't know 1t, but sae zot this cold chlll and turned around

RT000175



WWier Tianding fnat

"anRTBrere ke mas, with Lhly cotd, .oy Stare; ske was scared. Aftor

R

Swastika, we wers very concerned. Wz talkod to tne Sheriff about it, but nothja:
iﬂher house if she

1

¢an be dons until someone gets hurt., a2 talg Ly hever let him
is alonz, The Shapoe sald, 1f 28 was just doodiing, he woulgd have nage more than
oue, not just one and chucks, This bothered - 82 uuch, so she called up and talked
DR

to sone Professor, a woman, at The Vaiversity of Minnesota, to see what she
She was rcally concerneqknd wanted to keen in toueh. After tiat,

called thz F,B.I., 3he was belling tais man all 25%0ut Fataer, and st
awnile, sze finally saild she was from Pisesioue, ‘That reZad, man sald, sounds like

sather iaylor is up to his 0ld tricks agaln., 3Sae never mentioned Lather laylor's

F:

name, S they fmust xnow quite a bit about him, for him&c say that, 2,307, told her
if the Shkshop didntt do anything, she should get in touch with Jou, the irch 3ighon.
Zt¥s not casy ror er To write long letters, so doing 1t ror her, fo: dou¥t know how
awful we feel, havaing thoughts like this about a rriest,
is a volunteer for the lGotline out of Worthington, i"4. $ha has taken

worzshops to get information to do it. One Yoriishop was on Satenisr snd she talked
special to this ian, taat gave the Workshop. . he Swastika he made is backwards from I3
the other, ‘e sald this one is from the Celtic movement. Celtie sovement is g
Satanistic Oceult that is involved in human and other sacrifices, In that booklet
on SATARISYK, that we have enclosed, on page 2 is a Charactoristic ad Zezhavior
Chart, + studied taese and tne, feel tnat he gualifies for all,
but don't know about animal abuse, Aut, he treats women like dumb animals,

Zhere are so many things that have hapoened, Ls involved, so we are
We don’t liave any »rocf, just all the things that have happened. iie have
shcwdd the Swastika to the Zishop,

lnvolved,
not discussedkbhis with angyone but
but all he sald, was he didn t know why he would mass that, We had a silitary sutie
eral, a month ago, iather would not let thg Leglon or v put the american #lag on
Nttt lool good, to us,

the Casket. 30, between this incident and the vwastika, it

‘ather's own Sister-in«law wotld tell av Workshops and meetings

thatithey were at, that she was praying for us, works with g relative or
14

friend of the family, that trers .is something very wrong with him,
3 . - 7
Une day Father came down to office, last Saring, before classes were ower

Tor last year e cut her and her disabilitias for about 2 toars. e told her he
J R4S

wouldn't hire ner if sre was the Last apnlicaat oy tre only awvelicaant. ie told ney

Ge.iy it, sowsonz in Lihe hallway hsurd %, She was talix-

if sne told anyone, nz would

ing to anothner wowan one day and telling her, and soweining aad happened vetween her

aiid Father, too. %&¢ had told ner the sane thing, that he would dony it, if she told

anyone, I wonder how many pzople he has told this to. e haa heen caught in so many .

lies. .= does not know what the truth is,
could aot believe the treatimsnt that ., ather

Taylor was doing to her but

the person at
ins haard things ahout him, too, Sne ¥ave t name of a Lawyor in the ¢fkles RT000176



P
that 2cnudles Diserimintlon cases. sas cas nod contacted hiw, yat.
i

11L a Prlest, serving Masz aad hearians uoniass

ansf??

turnsd out so long, but we feel this ig a very ssrious situstion,

in Christfs uwove,

RTO00177



AN L, - ‘ / ,/ ne | . ol ’
/// GO aVL 4 A5 ,///a-u.s ,

5,444//1'/-;/;“- , - [ citecn !
7/(‘/:7 [é[ir-/;f:'( 7 7 -

/{_-//;;F/.ﬁ’)/'(dc/ N /4(",'331,}'(4/

. e,
L/ \-— - - e e R e JEENS RS S St SN
-~ -—\-/ _____ . .

e Lt NS AN A /d/f

%{? 30 O

Sk

9(2&&&(( e(/‘ﬁ[q Q—I( A 4‘ D/(_(i o) '(-47) (‘ﬁ 5'7%((.\ fon o oJL z

RT000178

LAY

4 K



| 195

October 30, 1991

Dear

I really feel terrible about the kind of response I am
going to have to make to your letter of October 27.
Just the effort that you put into drafting a letter of
that length, encourages me to want to do something
about it. However, you must know that I have
absolutely no jurisdiction over parishes in the diocese
of Winona.

Further, I must tell you that I have absolute and
complete faith in Bishop Vlazny. He is a superb bishop
wvho exercises good judgment and I know for a fact, deep

sensitivity to people.
Since you mention some things in your letter to me that

you do not mention in your letter to Bishop Vliazny, I
am assuming that you don’t mind if I send your letter

to him.

I pray that you will have some peace in your own hearts
and that this issue will not disrupt your own faith.

I’‘m sorry that I can’t be of more help to you.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
Most Reverend John R. Roach, D.D.

Archbishop of Saint Paul and Minneapolis

bece- Bishop Vlazny
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PIGEESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORM
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55087

i PO Box fu8
W Tel. 507 /4%54- 161

November 1, 199}

Dear

Earlier this week I received a letter from you in which you expressed your
continuing displeasure with the pastoral leadership of Father Robert Taylor at
St. Leo's Church in Pipestone. Now Archbishop Roach has sent me a copy of the
letter you wrote to him.

In your Jetter sent to me last spring dated May 31, 1991, stated the
following: "I do not want this letter sent to him (Father Taylor) or inform
him on this situation. T kind of think he thinks I'm working with him. How
can he be so stupid with the way he is treating

Although I had conversed with Father Taylor about the letter I received in
Easter Week and I did discuss these matters with y» I did not
report any further correspondence from you to Father Taylor. These most
recent letters raise some very serious accusations about which Father Taylor
and T must once again have some serious conversations. Unless I hear
otherwise from you, by mid-November I shall share these recent letters with
Father Taylor so that we can get to the bottom of this difficulty.

As T told I am deeply grateful for hetr generous service to St. Leo's
Parish in former years. I was not a party to the decision that a full-time
person be employed to direct religious education, but that is not an unusual
or unrecommended procedure., I hope the new person will work out well, but I
also understand the difficulties of new beginnings.

I want to assure you that Father Taylor was not assigned as your pastor to
remove him from an unworkable situation. In fact, when he was on leave in the
winter of 1989-90, a group of eight leaders from the three parishes he was
serving came to see me to express their desire that he return as their pastor
and to give him every support possible at that time. He did, in fact, return
and was doing well. When Father Gavin died, I invited him to assume the
pastorate at St. Leo's because he is originally from the western part of the
diocese and has relatives in the area. Many of our priests prefer to be in
the central or eastern part of the diocese and, in a way, an assignment at
Pipestone was something akin to a return home for Father Taylor.

Furthermore, he worked extraordinarily well with the religious woman and the
lay woman who served with him full-time at the three parishes of Madelia, Lake
Crystal and Truman. I had every reason to believe he would serve well with

I am sorry that this did not work out.
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November 4, 1991

Reverend Robert Taylor
Church of St. Leo

106 Fourth Street, SE
Pipestone, Minnesota 56164

Dear Bob,

Thanks very much for your understanding and flexibility this
past weekend when I was unable to come for the celebrations
of Confirmation at St. Martin's Church in Woodstock and St.
Leo's Church in Pipestone. I do hope that things went well
for you and the young people who were Confirmed. I was
pleased to delegate you to do the Confirming in my absence
and I simply remind you to send in the information about the
Confirmation as usual to the office of the chancellor.

Bob, I would like to send a note to each of the young people
who 'was Confirmed by you on Sunday since I was unable to be
present myself. Please do me the favor of sending their

names and addresses to my office so that a letter can be
sent to each pf their homes. Thanks very much. God bless,

Your brother in the Lord,
+3 wlnr

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm

Ny I ey B
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DIOCESL OF WINONA ' lLE

55 WIEST SANBORN
WINONA., MINNESOTA 55947

Office of the PO Box 588

Bishop Tel, 507/454-4643
MEMORANDUM

To: Archbishop John Roach

From: Bishop John Vlazny +3 sk Vfawuny,

Date: November 4, 1991

Re: Correspondence from Pipestone

Thanks very much for sending me a copy of your letter to of

St. Leo's Parish in Pipestone. This is a very problematic situation which has
not been easy to resolve. I appreciated the tone of your letter and your

suppotrt,

When wrote to me last June, he indicated that he did not want me to
share his concerns with Father Taylor. He was saddened that his lost
her job to a full-time person. They paint a very bleak picture, but their
family is the only one that has shared such complaints. : vho lost
ber job has also been unhappy. But I shall pursue the matter further because
something about it still does not seem right.

If you have any suggestions, they are always welcome. Thanks.
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Bishop John G. Vlazny
55 West Sanborn
Winona, MN. 55987

Dear Bishop,

Thank You for your prompt reply.
No, we definitely DO NOT want you to send or talk to Father Taylor about the

letters we wrote to the Arch Bishop and any of the ones we sent to you now or before.
Maybe at a later date, we will let you know. BRecause when it comes to Satanism, if
he is any way involved, this is a very serious subject and as you know, could involve
human lives. As you know, he did make a E{gtﬁi Swastika with 4 checks, which tells
us , he could be involved. Also the night of the Council meeting, the Prayer he said

ended with something about "wishes and dreams, horizontal and vertical and the Devil,"
ot fdrf the 2 hr toaverialioa

which we did not understand. (As he told iand another person—-"If you say anything
about this to any one, I'll deny it". We are sure he will also deny all that we have
told you.

You wrote that you encouraged to approach Father Taylor about some kind of

work, which she did, during that 2 hour conversation, and this is when he told her
that "if she was the last applicant or the only applicant, he would not hire her".

When Father's own Sister-in-law told ,a number of times,
"We're Praying for you}; the Funeral Director warns the Families that Father will
give them trouble; so many not wanting to help with Mass, such as Servers, Lectors,
Commentators, Communion Distributors; no one wanting to run for Council; only a few
volunteered to teach Religious Education; only 70 collection envelopes came in the
week before last, when there are about 400 families; People aren't giving to his 10
point plan and he plans to billsthem; not letting a Veteran have the American Flag
on his Casket; All these things, don't tell you anything??

When People tell us about their complaints, we wish they would write to you,
but we think they penic and are petrified of the fact of writing to a Bishop about

a Priest. We don't like it either, you probably don't even believe the things we'vé

said, but they are true, what we are writing, seeing, hearing, s cgmuuiimg. Ve
are trying to give you a picture of the situation here. All we want to do is to SANE

our Parish.

This Man has 2 Personalities. One that has a nice personality thaqgives Mass.
The other that is rude, mean, abusive and lies. We really think this Man needs help
very badly and we would like to see him get it. Even in his Sermons, he knocks pepiie,

kind of says, people without an education are idiots. For about 2 months he was

preaching from the book of John about helping the poor and handicap, but he doesn't

practice what he Preaches.
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has been in this Parish since he was 4-- and I have been for
This is OUR Parish and we elther have to fight for it or go elsewhere, which
we Do Not want to do. We did go elsewhere for awhile last Spring and Summer, but at
present we are back at St. Leo's.

Thank You for listening to us.

In Christ's Love,

RT000348



N
55 WEST SANBORM
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

Ofiice o the

Bishop
MEMORANDUM

To: The File of Father Robert Taylor

From: Bishop John Vlazny #+ J ehun Vlowun,

Date: May 6, 1992

Re: Call from Pipestone

 from Minnesota Corrections in Pipestone called the Pastoral
Center on Wednesday, April 29. I returned his call on April 30 and spoke with
him about a report circulating in Pipestone concerning misbehavior of Father
Taylor in his dealings with children.

reported that he had pursued the rumor and found no substance to
it. I told him that a similar report was circulating last summer when he
dismissed three employees. The parents of one were particularly annoyed over
the dismissal and wrote to me several times with their complaints but never
had any substantive allegations to raise against Father Taylor.

Furthermore, I assured that Father Taylor was not in Pipestone
because he had to be removed from his previous assignment. I explained that
he had been away for treatment while in Madelia but that he had returned from
Jemez Springs with a recommendation that he continue in his priestly ministry
and that there were no issues to impede such pastoral work.

Father Taylor has denied any such allegations against himself in the past and
no alleged victim has come forward to accuse him. He does have a way of
turning people against him and some of his behaviors are crude and intimi-
dating. This does get him in trouble. He has been trying to deal with that.

I asked to let me know if similar allegations come forward from
any other people in Pipestone. is a member of the Catholic
parish there and felt that TFather Taylor is doing fine and that most people

are glad to have him as pastor.
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CEVED Jun 9 882

[aE]

Dear Bishop John G. Vlaz ny, K

Are you aware that Father Taylor has hired a Protestant to run our Catholic
Religion Program??? From what we have heard, she comes from Madelia, she applied
last year and Father wanted to hire her last year. The Council said "NO", being
she wasn't Catholic. quit before the year was up. For some rea-
son this Wowan so conveniently, has recently moved to Pipestone. We heard she
has a couple of kids, but haven't heard about a husband, so I don't know if she
has one or not. There certainly aren't any jobs here for anyone to want to come
and move here. Someone from the Council said he hired her for the reminder of
the School year without consulting the Council. There is one lady that was talk-
ing to the Protestant and®Séems to think she has the job for next year. What
does she know about the RICA, the 1st Communion, Confession,and our Confirmationm,
that she can do the job. Being she's from Medelia, what connection is there -
thathe wants her here? Or does he want her, because she doesn't know anything,
so he will have complete control of her to do what he wants her to do. lHe wants
complete control over everything, even though he hires & pays people to do the
jobs. One Bright Council member said, "she's not completely ignorant of the
Catholic Religion, she has two sister-in-laws that are Catholic". Father can't
find time in his schedule for Bible School. The Priests never had anything to s
do with it before. The Coordinator set the date, got teachers and had Bible wﬁ)“
School. Can't do anvthing without him wanting all the credit. Last year, all ¢
the things suggested for lst Communion, he wouldn't think of such
a thing, but landed up doing some of them & taking all the credit,

Over the past month or so, I have talked to quite a few people. I don't
ask them, they tell me things. Almost everyone mentions that he doesn't like
women, they can all see that, the way he treats the women. Four people have men-
tioned about the Janitor, that he came from the area father was in before, when
we probably had a Parish Member that may have needed a job. He worked a month
before he was even interviewed, last year for the job. The same with the Coor-
dinator, we don't need strangers!

I was at a Church dinner awhile back at an area Church., I was talking to
a lady from Pipestone's Good Samaritan Home, her daughter had brought her to
the dinner. She knows our daughter—in-law that works there. When she found out
I was from the Pipestone Church, she starting talking about how they don't like
Fother Taylor at the home. She said,"HE MAKES FUN OF US", She told me this!
and also he's always late, mixing up the Home's schedule. Can you imagine a ~
Priest making Fun of the Aged & handicap??? But then he did do it to our Janitor

One young Gal says she can!t get her husband to come to Church. She has 3
small children,6, 4, & 4month old baby, she comes with the kids alone. Every-
time her husband comes, Father makes some kind of a remark to him & then he
won't come to Churclagain for 4, 5, 6 weeks and then Father says something again
to him he doesn't like, and won't come again. She also said that they met their
Pledge for last year, so their Pledge was increased for this year. They did
not raise it themselves, Father or the Council did, she was mad! Another lady
also told me they had also met their Pledge for last year and then they were
sent 5 more envelopes & she was mad. I don't quite know about the envelopes,
but I do know she was mad about it,

I was talking to one lady, that has probablﬂsang in the Choir for 50 to 55
years, since a teenager, I think. She says Father doesn't want the Choir any-
more. She said,"We're not professionals,but we do enjoy singing in the Choir".
Years ago the Choir sang for 1 Mass every Sunday. For quite some years, now,
they would only sing for special occasions, like Christmas season, Easter season,
& Coffirmation. I asked, "Why did Father hire & pays for a Music Coordinator"?
SheSwondering the same thing. She has done it for years for nothing. Since
she is being paild, the only Music I have seen, is the Coordinator and hgr Daug-+
hter-in-law sang solos on Good Friday & she directed the Children's Christmas

Rathoar hno a annd einnina vaire.
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and he wants again to be the leader. During Easter, we couldn't have Organ music
for Masses. Just a few things, he would have music to lead us. Again, he lead
the singing. I know Jasper & Flandreau, SD had Organ music. HE makes his own
rules. When Father Gavin was here, he bought 2 sets of new music books (Glory
& Praise, 2 volumes in folders & the Mass & Music books, the old ones weren't
that bad). Father doesn't like these books. He most of the time, makes folders
for the Masses, wasting all this paper, comes up with songs we have never heard
of. Always mailing stuff to the Parishioners, wasting postage and money on all
this stuff. I thought he was sent here to straighten out our Financial pro-
blems. It's just unbelievable all the things he sends out. thould pick up at
Church & save money, but we don't need all the stuff he sends out. Sends out
the weekly envelopes every 2 months.

You can't imagine the Families that have left Church. There are 4 Lutheran
Churches here and I know 2 of them have gotten a number of Families, some are
Prominent Business People Families. neighbor asked them one day,
"What going onlin the Catholic Church? We have a number of Catholic Families
coming to Church and we are wondering why". How many more Churches are getting
them, I don't know, these are the ones we've heard about. the other Coor-
dinator, that worked with is going to one of the Lutheran thurches. Her
husband went to Catholic Schools, and both Families are very strong Catholics.

One Lady told me, she thought they were going to start staying home and watching
Mass on TV and send donations to them. Also, some are still going to Flandreau
and Jasper and other towns. Some just keep coming, as ourselves, because we want
to stay Catholic, and go to fulfill our weekly obligation. As for myself, I'm
losing faith more all the time. I have been a Catliglic for 41% years, taught
Religion classes 15 years, the last year I taught in a different Parish. I get
so I don't care whether T go or not. Nobody can figure out how he can be meeting
Expenses, with what little money is coming in. He's got quite a few employees..

Father won't Baptize during Lent, He was going to have a Big deal on Easter
Vigil. NO ONE had a Baby Baptized. One guy was telling me that last year they
wanted their Baby Baptized and Father wouldn't because it was Lent. This guy
asked Father when the Law of the Church was changed. It was always necessary
to Baptize during the lst month, after the Baby was born & wanted to see where
the Lawwwas changed. Father finally admitted it was HIS Law. Different People
are going back to their home towns and having Baptism done. One Gal told me,when
she went to the Pre-Jordan classes, she questioned some of the things he was .
teaching, but she didn't say what they were.

Marriages, again I know 2 girls for sure are getting Married out of the Church,
They can not pin him down to make arrangements. When they can, his schedule is
so full, he says & don't want them to get married when they want to, Right now,

I know of only one wedding in June & 1 in July. There could be more, this is all
I've heard of.

When families have someone in serious coﬂition in the Hospital & maybe death,
Father has no words of comfort, he does not pray with the Families. The Chaplain,
the Nuns, other Priests,& even Protestant Minister, 1f the family has Protestant,
will.sit down & pray with the Families & give them words of Comfort.

We have one Family, that has a son, on New Years eve, that was beat up &
has been in a coma since, just starting to show a little improvement. May be a
vegatable. This Family needs words of comfort,guidance & Prayers. Father doesn't
giveit, One of the persons jinvolved, is the son of a Prominent Business man. His
son has been in & out of the Stage Pen, for stealing cars & what else I don't
know. But when Father comes to see the Family (he comes all hours of the evening)
he talks about the poor Business man's family. How sorry he feels for them. The
Family says after he leaves, they cry. The Mother said, "we don't even want him
to come anymore". I told her, "then you are going to have to tell him not to come
anymore". I don't“fg they have told him or not. People don't want him to stop

8 see them at the Hospital and telling the Hospital mot to put them on his list.

The last 2 weeks in the Bulletin he's h i
: iE
him personally if they want him to go %8 g grﬁoggftziout the people are to contact
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We haven't heard anything about elections this Spring, as we alvays did -
before, but then we didn't vote until§*tast year, because we couldn't get anyone
to run for Council. With everythingthat is geing on, almost everyoneﬁ've talked
to, wants to know,"What's wrong with the COUNCIL"??? I heard there are a few
mad ones, I'm waiting for some of them to quit. The Council doesn't have any®
thing to say anyway, it's all cut & dried before the meetings. We don't even
know when they have meetings anymore, and never get the minutes of the meetings
with the Bulletin, like we use to get. Everything is guch a big Secret, every-
thing is so sneaky and underhanded. Some of the people on the Education Qg%Eittee
doesn't even know if they have hired a Coordinator or not. Last year.rﬁéi e
Council was on the hiring committee, they divided them into 2 groupa. Hach app-
licate had to appear before 2 committee. This year he is being so sneaky about the
Coordinator, the rest of the Council doesn't know whats going on. He has selected
a CHOICE FEW, his biggest Brown Nosers, I'm sure. As far as I know, it was only
mentioned in the Bulletin once, and I only seen it once in the local paper, sure
didn't want anyone local. I think each Parish should take care of it's own, and
hire local people. We as Parishioners, who fork out the money, have a right to
know what is going on!!! But then we told you last year, he told the Council
that they were not to tell anyone what goes on in their meetings, not even their
Spouses. So what's he trying to do??? If things continue the way they have,
it won't be long, we won't have a Parish anymore. Weéldknow there is a shortage
of Priest, but this man could use help, I nefier seen anyone so self-centered.

T mentioned last year, we haven't said the Gloria & the Creed for a long .
time. Well, we still don't. A few times we sang some¥8f the Gloria. I always
felt these 2 parts of the Mass were very important, He had Lenton classes, I
don't think very many went, but one lady said he told them, not necessarily every-
thing in the Bible is true. How does anyone know??

I suppose you still don't believe whatd going on here, but it's true, And
we know, he would deny everything. He doesn't know what the truth is. He does
have some nice Masses and it's hard to believe when he's up there, that he is
and can do the things he does. He puts so much emphases on Education, he says
in his sermons, that anyone without an Bducation is an Idiot., You can have an
Education & still not have Common Sense. There are a lot of self educated peo-
ple and very successful People in this world without College Education, How
can this man come in & stir up our Parish like he has? There are 400 Families
here & only one of him. He could bend a little our way.

One Family confided in him, that was having problems with a son. This
should be Confidentiall!!!! He went to a Cousin's house & told them about it.

She told me, they didn't want to hear atl about it, they grew up with this kid,
and it certainly wasn't any of their Dbusiness.

He was sent here to straighten us out Financially, but it looks to me, he
is creating a Disaster. We will be much worse offfthan before. We were doing
fine, Father Gavin spent way too much,, also. The Priests don't know the value
of money, it's always been easy come, easy go' to them, there are hard times now.
Last Fall at the beginning of Religion classes, he sent home a letter to the
Parents. He claimed the Religion Program this year would cost about the same
as last year, $30,000. The two Coordinators remembered what they had ordered,
and with their wages plus mageriplysmore like $10,000. He couldn't include '3

. wages, because she wasn't part of our Program, only helped
with 1st Communion Statioms. There were other things exaggerated about. He i
thinks people believe all this crap! He'sjust trying to cover up for the add-
itional moneyhhe was paying the new Coordinator,

What gets the people is his wanting to be #1,for everthing, his dishonesty,
not truthful about anything, Nobody does anything right, only he knows anything.
How Educated he is, and the big "Secret! about everything. This'Bur Parish, he
is one of Cod's Apostles sent to Spread the Good News of God. He thinks it's his
Church and he should have complete control of it.He needs to cooperate with the

people of this Parish.
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As you can tell when T write about him, I'm very mad. This‘%nly part of
what is going on here, these are just from our small circle of friend$ He caters
to the m.oney people. I've heard you have rec@fved a lot more letters than just
curs, we all can't be wrong. You would get more, but, lots of people say, how
can I write about a Priest to the Bishop. 2 Nuns & a Church Secretary, all gave
us the same name & address for the Arch Bishop. He told us, he has no jurisdiction
over the Diocese of Winona, I wrote back & asked who éur Arch Bishop was & he

never answered back.
Don't show him this letter, he will Deny everything anything.

As for our Daaghter, you know how she was treated. When
she was in 4th grade, we were told that she would make good College material.
We couldn't afford to send her to College, but she did go 2 years to Vocational
School, one year of Management. Last yeaywhen was going to apply for the
job, (but then he told her, if she was the last applicate or the only applicate,
he wouldn't hire her), the Services of the Blind wrote a letter of what they
would do for her. They would send her to Computer School, furnish her a talking
Computer,& a Closed Circuit TV for her use, With No Expense for the Church,
Shbugave her Application, her R¥sume & this Letter from The Services for the Blind,
to Father. When she was interviewed, not one Person asked about what she had
on her Resume or the Letter from the Services for the Blind. Father must have
given them only, a Copy of the Application. The Services for the Blind, can not

believe what this Man has done. They said with 4 years of experience &
their Letter, she should have had Top Priority forkhe Job.
Wéll, they sent to Marshall College for a IQ test. She was ranked in

the 98% percentile, very Superior. She also has Boclal Savy--she deals except-
ionally well with People.She wasn't able to finish her test, they told her, no
telling hégr high she may have ranked, shf she had finished the test.

This Winter she had 8 weeks of Schooling, mainly Computer. While there,
the State gave her Tests. The first tests they gave her, came out so high, they
gave her all the hardest tests they could give her, to see what she was qualified
to do. She came out very high in all the tests, This is what she was told:
They toldf‘ithooksilike she already has a College Degree. They said,, with the
knowledge she now has, she is capable of running a Business. Also, with the
knowledge she has, she could go right out & get a job of Counciling. But you
have to have a College Degree & Certificate to get these Jobs., She already has
done Counciling & had some training, when she became a ¥olunteer for the Hot-
¥Line out of Worthington. Also, when Youth Director, when the Kids called,.
day or night, they needed someone to talk to and they could trust her. This’
is Counciling. If several of the People on the Council, only knew that it was
their children that were calling the most. never told anyone, who
they were. The People who gave . the tests, also said,. they thought she
should go to College for 5 years & get her Degree, also they thought she could
go for 9 years to be a Psychologist. But at her age, that is quite a challenge.

digdgo & talk to Father Taylor, a couple of weeks ago-and talk to him about
the job and the things he said to her last Spring. Of course, he denied saying
them. She told him right out, that he was doing exactly what he said he would
do, deny everything he hed said to her. This Man is called a Priest, one of
God's Apostles. Other talents has, is she plays the Organ, has written
several songs, words & music & writes poem and stories. All uneducated People
are not Idiots. I'm sure you won't believe all this either, you can talk to the

Services for the Blind at Marshall and she can tell you.

This part about you could tell Father, if you wish.

Sincerely,
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DIOCESE OF WINONA F i I E

55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

PO Box 588

Office of the
Tel, 507 /454-4643

Bishop

June 29, 1992

Dear

Earlier this month I received your lengthy letter in which you shared with me
many of your continuing concerns about the well-being of Saint Leo's parish.

I am so sorry that you are displeased with the leadership that Father Taylor
and I are offering the parish community. These have not been easy years for
you, I know, but I really do believe that this is much more God's church than
it is yours ot mine or Father's. Please join me in praying to the Holy Spirit
for the puidance and strength we need to face the future together.

I was very pleased to learn that you have not abandoned Saint Leo's parish.
People who move to other parishes because of a priest make a big mistake, in
my judgement. I am so grateful to my mom and dad that they realized where
they belonged, even when it was difficult. That's the way it has to be, of
course, with family. The big mistake of our culture is that people sink no
roots and offer their children no stability.

Please give my warmest greetings to and her husband. I still recall
fondly the pleasant visit we had in Winona last year in the spring. I wish
her well for the future and hope that one day she will again have the
opportunity to offer her talents and service to the church. May this
summnertime be a season of blessings for you and all the people of Saint Leo's

parish.
Sincerely yours in the Lord,

+Fodun I VLot ey

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm
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DIOCESE OF WINONA IF::’I I IEEE

55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

PO Box 588

Office of the
Tel. 507/454-4643

Bishap

June 29, 1992

Dear

This past week I received your letter in which you shared with me some
concerns about your pastor, Father Robert Taylor. I am sorry about your
decision not to return to St. Leo's for worship, but perhaps you will
reconsider.

I had the opportunity to speak with Father Taylor with respect to some of your
observations about his appearance on June 17th. He had hurried from Winona,
where all of us were present for a diocesan convocation 'and the ordination of
our new priests, to attend to those who were in distress because of all the
damage to their homes and their person during the terrible June tornado storm.
He had been visiting families, involved in lifting and cleaning up, and then
went to the hospital to visit the sick. His poor appearance on that occasion
is certainly excusable but I shall share your letter with him so that he is
aware of your observations on other occasions. When I visited St. Leo's last
year for the gathering with the leaders of our Diocesan Council of Catholic
Women, things seemed to be in good order. But I am grateful that you do have
some pride in the physical appearance of your parish buildings.

You sent a copy of your letter to Father Bugene Egan, the dean of our western
deanery. If you have other concerns, please do share them with him. You
mentioned "many other areas of concern" without being specific. Father Taylor
has been working hard to serve the people of St. Leo's and St. Martin's and
both he and I want the people of your parish to continue to be served well.

If you have any specific recommendations about the way you can be better

served, we shall see what we can do.

Thank you for your interest in the parish. I do hope that you will be loyal
to St. Leo's. We priests come and go. The church is the people. We are your

servants. God bless.
Sincerely yours in the Lord,
.’..:ed&.uv\)g' l/uea,‘tmq

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm

cc: Reverend Eugene E. Egan
Reverend Robert H. Taylor

RT000359



L T T S
ORIy AT ..-,._:gﬁ* NN
e fing 0 if ,7 NS

July 6, 1992
Dear Bishop Vlazny.

It's time I take the time to let you know that something must be
done with the man (and I can't call him a priest) that you have
as a pastor in Saint Leo Church. This past weekend (June 28)

put the 1id on the pot that I'm writing you. We had a birthday
party in the hall and he told us we could not have the lights

on in the hall and there was people present, until 10 minutes
before 2 and we should be out shortly after 4 if that was end of
the open house. When he walked into the hall, he walked in

front of 3 people and did not acknowledge them one bit. This
light bit did not set good with the rest of the family and need
less to say the rest of the relatives did not have a good word to
say about his attitude. He has told pepple that it is his church
and not the parishioners but who supports it. NOt him. He just
spends the money that he does get.

Then, I am the coordinator of our jocal bloodmobile and at the
last drive in May he told me he had a complaint to make from the
previous draw and that was that the lights and doors were left

on and open in the church. I told this to my co-workers who are
not Catholics and boy this hit.the ceiling as they know the lights
were out as I went back in the dark to shut off the bathroom lights
in the school. Lights on with no one in church or hall is my pet
peeve so why would 1 leave 1ights when I used the hall. We wrote
Father a note that lights were all out ané what doors were left
open because of people in the hall and hung it up. Next morning
he came in and jump all over the 2 1adies that were not Catholic
and was shaking his fist at them and told them if they call him a
liar again or saw another note the bloodmobile was out. He was
calling us a liar but we kxnow how he lies. Saint Paul Red Cross
representative is also aware of this man's tactics. We shared our
experience with the Red Cross nurses the day of the draw and they
said this man is a priest and did not think it was very nice of a

man in his position to act this way.

This is only 2 inicidnets that I don't approve of as a parishioners
but the list is going on that he is doing in the community. People
are talking about "this your pastor". After Baaculate services held
in our church, we had coffee and bars in the hall, he came down

to the hall and told an outsider it time to break this up, the
lights are going out. What an impression to leave with the non-
catholics again and there was a Catholic person sitting in the

group.
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Also- do you know that we had a non-catholic to finish out our
religion co-ordinators contact to the end of the year. What does

a non-catholic know how to donduct our religion program. I don't
care how qualified or how much contact she has had with Catholic
education, we don't need non-catholic running our program. I heard
the new coordinator is also not catholic and wonder how much truth
there is to this or if people think it is the last one.

I have friends wo work in the nursing unit and when he comes to
give communion, he doesn't care {f the door is shut or not- he
walks right in. Well-one time he did this and the nurse aid just
finished giving a bath, and by luck she put up a cover and Father
walk in upset because this lady was not in the chapel for communion.
The nurse aid told this to the nurse in charge. He is not to well
1ike or respect at the the nursing unit because of hils tackfulness
is nothing, personal hygiene smells so they aren't to impressed
with him as a Catholic priest. People nowadays soO not have to run
around smelling.

Out at Good Sam, I have been told by a family member who mother is
there that he makes fun of the catholic residents to their family
and I know for a fact he is never on time to say mass as I have
attended mass there. When he runs late everything else will be late
and as the chaplain of Good Sam told me personally it only put the
rest of the scheduled events behind. Not good PR.

Another parishioners told me that Sunday morning attendance is
terrible and that they go to church just to see what "K'ous is

going to take place". That man is never organized in saying mass

so a lot of distraction goes on. A usher told me as well that when

he takes count at weekend masses and gave the number to Father that
Father said we'll add another 100 ot it to make it look good to the
Bishop. NOw that tells the usher he is lying to you and he is suppose
to be a man of God and set an example for us.

I have a good family friend that has left the Catholic faith and joined
a Lutheran Church. bishop-people are not going or else or going to
other churches. We ourselves, do not go to church in Pipestone

if all can be avoided because you have never seen such a "zoo" in

the mass proper that it makes you more depressed afterwards than

to be able to talk about the good you should of received. We

attend Jasper, Flandeau, currie, Slayton, Sioux Falls. We have such

a good feeling coming out of these churches because the priest is
organized, sincere about his work and its not a zoo. It's bad when

a young Catholic man and a co-worker of my husband moves into the
community who attends mass here a few times came and ask my husband

if we go to church here every Sunday and he did see us one weekend
when he first moved in. He said he didn't know if he could continue
to go here as he felt more depressed that leaving with a good feeling.
For a young single man of about 27 to feel that way you definitely

are going to loose him.
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Grant, other churches of different faith has there problems as wvell
but they least have a committee that they can go to and share it
and maybe check into it and if need be ask the minister to leave.

I do believe it is terrible when we have to leave it up to one
person (you) to make that change once every 5 to 8 years. If we
have to wait that long, the faith of Saint Leo will be gone. Why
can't the Bishop of a Diocese 1listen to people letters or comments
and do something about it rather than just let it go on. Grant, I
realize priest our short but you could move them when problems

are in a parish rather than continue to let non-Catholic and Catholics
talk and be disgusted with the church. people are bringing problems
to you-it would be nice to check it out and make calls to parishioners
or write letters. I could give you a list of unhappy people.

Over in Woodstock, I understand he can't get any mass servers to
serve mass. With his personal hygiene, I wouldn't want to get to
get to close to him either. I just heard over the weekend again,
that a business person noticed his Bo and that dirty cigar hanging
out of his mouth. By the way, With him visiting the shut-ins with
this dirty cigar handle by his fingers, how can his hand be clean
to give the people communion. Nowadays, there is so much concern
about germs, I would not want to touch anything he had his hands

on.

This ends by disappointment with Father Taylor and will continue
to have less contact with church affairs for fear how he might
offend my friends outside the church and leave people saying
"This is your church and pastor" Please, Bishop Vlazny, listen
to people when they write and I understand I am not the first and

don't believe I will be the last.

Sincerely yours,
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DIOCESE OF WINONA F i I l _

55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

Office of the PO Box 588
Bishop Tel, 507/454-4643

July 7, 1992

Dear

Today I received your letter of concern about Father Robert Taylor, the
pastor of Saint Leo's parish in Pipestone. You pain a sad picture which
I would like to share with him. I shall await your permission to review
your letter with him. I would do so immediately but I thought it best

to check with you first in this instance.
Be assured of my prayers and support for you and all the people of Saint
Leo's. I still recall the beautiful funeral celebration for Father

Larry Gavin two years ago. I pray that these summer days will be a time
of blessing for you and all our Catholic people in Pipestone and

Woodstock.
Sincerely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vliazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:jm
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

PO Box 588

Office of the
Tel. 507/454-4643

Bishop

July 13, 1992

Dear

Your most recent letter arrived today. I continue to pray for you and
all the people of Saint Leo Church and Saint Martin Church.

It is only fair to let you know that I shall not be contacting directly
the people whom you mentioned in your letter. To say the least, that
would be quite awkward. But if anyone wishes to write to me as you did,
please encourage these folks to do so. But, as always, I must be free
to use a person's name in conversing with Father Taylor. Otherwise it

would be most unfair to him.

If you change your mind about allowing me to use your name, I will ask
the dean to speak with Father Taylor once again. God bless you.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

¢ o J& VLt nany

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:jm
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Dec. 4th, 1992

Dear Bishop Vlazny
Regarding the Bishops letter on Womens Issues, you stated you
were wondering whether the fact that women could not recieve
the Sacrement of Holy Orders was a sexist practice. It is!

You say Scrivture and Tradition have expressed Jesus determin-
nation that all are called to holiness but only men are called
to Sacremental service., I would like to know where in Scripture
Jesus says only men can follow me and preach my lessons. In
Jesus .day.only men could do certain things, that is why he
chose men at that time. He never said or intended, only men

can become my ordained ministers for the rest of time even if
customs change.

I know of many Nuns who are much more capable of leadirg a parish
Spiritualy thaen these Sacedd men. I doni see how you can say
women are equal with men in the €Ghurch when the Church denies
women who recieve '"the call" to fullfil that call.
that makes men so sacred over women?

Feeling, restrained.
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Dear Bishop Viazny

As a Catholic who has always fleltl very much a vart of the Parish
church, I am begging you, to nlease take Robert Taylor out of

our parish. [ cannot even think of him as a priest much less

a spiritual advisor, Through his cruel attitude and coercion

he has gotton rid of vho did a tremendous job
visiting the sick , having Bible studies etc. And took over the
varish very capably while Father Gavin was sick and when he died,
Now he wants to hire a " professional " as he calls it to do

the same job he said we didnt need an extm nerson for.

He alsevery cruelly fired two women who were doing a great job
coordinating the CCD program. He has no tact with veople who

work under him. He dlso through the same method forced the janitor
and his son tq@uit. Anyone who worked under Father Gavin he has
gottan rid of. We feel we have no say in anything, we are Jjust here
to pay for whatever he decides we need. We arent capable to

write liturey, the other three wnriests we had were happy to have

our imput. He doesnt care about peopnlies feelings and can be very

cruel and arrogant in his attiude,

were very good and active members of St. Leo,
have left the church., Others are going to Jasver a¢ Flandeau $S.D.
He may be fixing the buildings uv, but he is not doing the same for
the faithful. It is not our Parish any more it is his. Aperson

with his problems should not be in Parish work.

Inm very concerned
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DIOCESE OF WINONA .

55 WIST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

PO Box 588

Office of the
Tel. 507/454-4643

Bishop

December 11, 1992

Dear

This past week I received two letters from you. I hope you won't mind if I
respond to both in this one letter.

You expressed some confusion about your understanding of the actions of Jesus
from Sacred Scripture. It is clear that, even though Jesus included many
women among His disciples and friends, He chose only men to be His apostles
and the first priests. -

In your letter you stated, "In Jesus' dayonly men could do certain things,

that is why He chose men at that time." I respect your opinion, but it is at
odds with the official teaching of the Church for twenty centuries. You are
entitled to your opinion, but you cannot promote that as the doctrine of the

Church.

You also indicated that you knew many people who were more capable of leading
a parish spiritually than priests. Believe me, I have no doubt about that.
There are many women who are more capable of leading this diocese than I am.
That's not the point. Ordination has never been seen as a validation of human
ability. It is a gift from God. It does not make the person ordained more
intelligent or more sacred. It is the office that is sacred, not the person.

With respect to your comments on pastoral leadership at St. Leo's Ghurch in
Pipestone, I accept your observations but assure you that they have all been
investigated before. Changes in leadership are often problematic. Father
Gavin would be the last person in the world to want Father Taylor criticized
for doing things differently from the way he did them. OQur country will be
run very differently in the next four years because of the change in
leadership. If people leave the country because of this change in leadership,
I think they are making a mistake. I feel the same way about those who chose
to leave the church because of a change in leadership style. I am sorry about
that, but I do support Father Taylor as your pastor and all those who are
working hard to build up the parish community in cooperation with him. God

bless.
Sincerely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANDORM
WIMONA. MINESOTA 53087
Office of the 0 Box 588
Vicar Gereeral Tel, 57 7454-4643

MEMORANDUM

To: Most Reverend John G. Vlazny

From: Reverend Gerald A. Mahon

Date: May 12, 1993

Re: Pastoral Council of Saint Leo’s Parish, Pipestone

contacted the Pastoral Center in reference to rumors from people
on the pastoral council at Saint Leo’s parish concerning Father Taylor and

inappropriate sexual advances on children. is on the
pastoral council of Saint Leo's. who lives in the Archdiocese of

Saint Paul and Minneapolis, was home for Mother’'s Day and received this
information from her mother.

shared the fact that many people are dissatisfied with Father Taylor's
leadership and they are leaving the parish to go elsewhere. He stated that
several members of the pastoral council are dissatisfied,

One lady in the parish was sharing a story about Father Taylor taking their young
girl to the rectory to give her some candy. He did not ask permission and the
parents were offended that all of a sudden they did not know the whereabouts of
their child, When they went looking for her, they found her in the rectory.
As this person was relating the story, two other ladies stated, "Father Taylor
has made sexual passes at our children." These same two persons are also on the
council. They indicated that they no longer know where to turn.

I asked for the name of a parent or a child which would give me
direction in continuing the investigation.

I would recommend that you call Father Taylor immediately and ask him about any
misunderstandings or allegations. If and when gets back to me with
specific information, I will follow up on the investigation.

L cattud Fr. Tugylon b ™71-93,
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CHURCH OF SAINT LEO

South Hiawatha Avenue at 4th Street P.O.Box 36
{507) 825-3152 Pipestone, MN 56164

May 17, 1993

The Most Reverend John G. Viazny, D .D.
Bishop of Winona

55 West Sanborn

Winona, Mn 55987

Dear Bishop John,

Your letter concerning the “forgiveness” of St. Leo's contribution to your Annual Dlocesan
Appeal was most welcome, and even more, a healing resplte to our financial woes. We
thought we were making some progress, but when one is struggling for survival, and the
utilities of this unexpected, long, colder than normal winter, still continue to arrive, one
finds oneself, back to the kneeler, back to the drawing board]|

At the same time, we must detect the subtle economic and demographic changes affecting
southwest Minnesota. We should use these changes for our long range planning. It seems to
me that both St. Leo's and St. Martin's physical facllities, nice as they are, are going to
suffer from increasing financial stresses in the coming years. Both are probably overbuilt
for the size of today's congregations. With a continuing loss of population, with one of the
lowest per county average family income in the state, with our geographic location
splitting loyalties to Sioux Falls, Brookings and Marshall, with the loss of a healthy
economic base, | see county seat towns out here going the way of lana, Dundee, Woodstock,
and other smaller towns. It may take several decades, but the decline has begun. Regional
Centers are the name of the game today. With the size of parish plants, our utilities,
insurance and maintenance will more than eat up any increases from income in our
dwindling population. Just this week the Methodist Church here announced they will be
closing as of August 1, 1993. That makes three in the last few years.

It seems to me that our response has to be more clustering; more interparochial
cooperation, more sharing of resources between parishes. At the same time, we have to
Insist In our planning that our human resources are not lessened. Possibly we should set a
standard of one professional person - pastor, DRE, Liturgist - for every 200 families. In
that way, pastors will not feel overworked. It was not too many years ago Pipestone County
had four priests and four sisters, Today we have two full and two part time professionals.
As our local governmental agencies and school districts scamper to get the best bang from a
dollar spent, it seems we might learn from their experience.
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As regards to not taking a salary, it was "my personal judgment call" to help our people to
focus in our defleit. | could have donated $5,000.00, things would appear okay, but our
parishioners would not be as acutely aware of the short fall. Furthermore, we are planning
some kind of Annual Fall Festival to be an ongoing source of $5,000.00 to $6,000.00, if we
are successful. As far as visiting with councils, | would advise against it at this time.
With our deeply ingrained Protestant concept of governance in Pipestone, gspaclally in the
area of finance, it would seem to fly in the face of reality, when, so very recently, we have
pushed and passed that the Parish Finance Council is adyisory to the pastor. Now to
challenge the councils that suddenly this problem becomes their responsibility would
exasperate some. The Councils are acutely aware of the problem; the parishioners have been
informed; | think we should be grateful that we have increased our giving by $25,000.00 a
year. That figure represents 20 to 25 percent increase over pre-1991 levels despite the
economic travails of our county. Possibly the best route to address this problem would be a
word of gratitude and encouragement when you come out for Confirmation in October or
November. Agriculturally, last year has been a disaster, but its full impact will not be

felt until next year. Certainly the recent flood postponed the planting season again. Yet
one good harvest can bring about a significant reversal. So pray that our Fall Festival will
be successful, as well as a good harvest in 1993. To paraphrase the tentmaker - we may
have been whipped and beaten, but we are not defeated.

Again thanks for listeningl

Sincerely in Christ,

/E jf/-u(,\g, 7 Srzr/ ﬂj/fi;/?’//

Reverend Robert H..
Pastor of St. Leo

aylor
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DIOCESE OF WINOMNA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987
Oflice of the PO Box 538
Bishop Tel. 507/454-4643

June 8, 1993

Reverend Robert H. Taylor
Saint Leo Church

P.0. Box 36

106 Fourth Street, SE
Pipestone, Minnesota 56164

Dear Bob,

In May you wrote to me with the suggestion that I not visit with your
parish pastoral and finance councils this summer. You felt it would impact
negatively upon their role as advisory to the pastor. I certainly would
not want to be responsible for such a misunderstanding,

On the other hand, Bob, I do believe it would be useful for me to meet with
you and the pastoral council about some of the lingering concerns which
continue to trouble your parishioners. We need to clear the air for once

and for all.

has once again been in contact with my office. He and the
other concerned parties are pleased with your pastoral ministry. But they
are not satisfied with your ability to resolve the lingering doubts of
other parishioners. I would like to come and give him and the members of

your parish pastoral council a hearing.

In many ways it would be good if I could come over a weekend, but that
would not be possible for some time. I would be available to come to the
parish on the evening of Tuesday, July 13, or Wednesday, July 14, for a
meeting with the members of the parish pastoral council of Saint Leo's.,
There is no more information about their concerns than what I told you on
the telephone last month. But I cannot posture myself as indifferent or
uninterested when they raise concerns. I hope you understand and concyr.
Please contact my office and make arrangements for such a meeting with you

and the members of the parish pastoral council. God bless.
Your brother in the Lord,

+ Tohun B Vlowwg,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm
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DIOCESE OF WINOMNA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESQTA 55987

Oflice of the P} Box 538
Bishop Tel, 507/454-4643

June 8, 1993

Reverend Robert H. Taylor
Saint Leo Church

P.O. Box 36

106 Fourth Street, SE
Pipestone, Minnesota 56164

Dear Bob,

In May you wrote to me with the suggestion that I not visit with your
parish pastoral and finance councils this summer. You felt it would impact
negatively upon their role as advisory to the pastor. I certainly would
not want to be responsible for such a misunderstanding.

On the other hand, Bob, I do believe it would be useful for me to meet with
you and the pastoral council about some of the lingering concerns which
continue to trouble your parishioners. We need to clear the air for once

and for all.

has once again been in contact with my office. He and the
otner voucerned parties are pleased with your pastoral ministry. But they
are not satisfied with your ability to resolve the lingering doubts of
other parishioners. T would like to come and give him and the members of

. your parish pastoral council a hearing.

In many ways it would be good if I could come over a weekend, but that
would not be possible for some time. I would be available to come to the
parish on the evening of Tuesday, July 13, or Wednesday, July 14, for a
meeting with the members of the parish pastoral council of Saint Leo's.
There is no more information about their concerns than what I told you on
the telephone last month. But I cannot posture myself as indifferent or
uninterested when they raise concerns. I hope you understand and concur-.
Please contact my office and make arrangements for such a meeting with you

and the members of the parish pastoral council. God bless.
Your brother in the Lord,

+ Oedon S l/veCu"LLAA./O

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: im
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August 9, 1993

Bishop John G. Vlazny
Diccese of Winona

PO Box 588

Winona MN 55987

Dear Bishop Vlazny:

This letter’s intent is not in anyway to "bad mouth" the
Catholic Church, or it’s religious instructors, but to
voice some opinions of my own beliefs.

I grew up one of eight children raised in a Catholic home.
We attended Mass every Sunday, but the rest of the week,
my parents battled alcoholism and financial problems. It
was taught to us by the Church that if you missed Mass on
Sunday, it was a mortal sin, and you would be condemned to
hell. That was my understanding of the Church then. That
fear staved with me for many years. Only the last few
years as I’ve become older, I°’°ve realized that it isn’t
only sitting in Mass every Sunday that makes you a good
Christian, but it’s what is practiced the rest of the

week .

My husband and 1 are both Catholics. We have been
married for 20 years, raised my brother’s five children,
and had two sons, one 16 and one 14. Our 16 year old son
will not be confirmed this fall due to the fact he is not
a vegular Church attender. For many years I went to Mass
by myself because it was easisr than handling two young
sons alone (my husband does not attend Mass)., I felt I
"did not get anything out of Mass" with taking mig-behaved
children out of the Mass. I learned to regret that
decision, but in no way can go back to change what I felt
was right at that particular time. We only can go forward
and try to raise our sons to hopefully be good Christians.

I feel that our 16 year ald son is a good Christian, but
he will be denied Confirmation privileges because of the
lack of church attendance. In the beginning of
Confirmation classes, (that he did attend almost
regularly), I searched out the Religious Director, and
voiced my concerns to her of the lack of church
attendance, and wanted her to come to our home to visit
with my son and our family. I was told by her that she
could not because she was the "disciplinarian®. I falt a
blow by that comment. I then sought out our Parish

Priest, and he did stop by once.

I am not being critical of the Director or Priest, but it
did appear to me that if vyou did not sit in Church
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Bishop John G. Vlazny
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regularly, vou were not worthy of being confirmed a
Catholic. I have become to realize that sitting in Church
on a regular basis, will not make my sons Christian, but
it will be by their daily actions 365 days a year.

My husband and I are comfortable with the way our sons ars
growing up spiritually. They believe that there is a God,
and are kind and caring vyoung adults, ones that we are
very proud of. Although, I desire (and pray), that
someday they will start attending Mass, but I feel that
they will come to terms with this on their own someday.

When I was a child, we had an old man that lived and
worked for us as a hired hand. T never seen this man
attend Mass, not once, but he was kindest, most caring man
that I would ever hope to meet. I firmly believe that he
is .not in hell by his actions of not attending Mass, but
in eternal heaven by his Christian actions. I also have a
sister that has had problems with the Catholic Church.
She rarely attends Mass (less than I), but she is a far
better Christian than I.

I feel a sense of peace when I attend Mass, and I am
hoping someday that my sons will know this inner peace.
Although there are times that I don’t attend Mass, does
this mean that I am condemned to eternal damnation?

We will continue to raise our sons Lo be good and caring
young men. If I had to choose between the way my sons
are, and someone who sat in Church regularly on Sundavys,
but did not practice Christianity the rest of the week,
you can be sure of which one I would choose.

Also, out of the eight c¢hildren in our family, my one
brother is deceased (rarely attended Mass)}, one is very
active in the Catholic Church, one left the Catholic
Church, and four are unknown to me of their religious
beliefs. Myself, I find peace in attending Mass, but I no
longer believe that sitting in Church every Sunday will
make me a good Catholic or Christian. It’s what I do the
rest of the week that counts.

Sincerely,
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WIST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

Office of the PO Box 588
Bishop Tel, 507/454-4643

August 27, 1993

Reverend Robert H. Taylor
Saint Leo Church

106 Fourth Street, SE
Pipestone, Minnesota 56164

Dear Bob,

Enclosed is a copy of a letter I received from

I am not asking you to contact her about the letter. In fact, I prefer
that you do not. But I would like you to read it and then to call me so
that you might help me as I attempt a reply to her letter. Sometimes
there are things about folks I need to know in order to answer
appropriately. :

The trip to Denver was wonderful and exhausting. It seems that all our
young people made it back safely, but not without considerable
adventure. I hope the summer days have been pleasant ones for you, I
read in today's paper that I shall pray for her
and her parents. I look forward to hearing from you. God bless.

Your brothef in the Lord,

+ J b I3 vﬁeaﬁ;L~¢7

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:im
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

OfTice of lhe PO Box 568
Bishop Tel. 507/454-4643

August 30, 1993

Reverend Robert H, Taylor
Saint Leo's Church

106 Fourth Street, SE
Pipestone, Minnesota 56164

Dear Bob,

Late last spring I suggested a pastoral visit to Saint Leo's Church in
Pipestone during July. You were unable to have me come at that time.
You also indicated that you did not really believe it was necessary.
Things seemed to be working out quite well.

Bob, I still would like to come. . I am happy that things are moving
along much more smoothly for you. That makes it even easier to comel

Since I shall be in the parish for Confirmation this fall, I would
simply come for an evening visit. Perhaps I could have supper with you
and your staff. Then we could have a meeting with the members of the
parish pastoral and finance councils. It would give me a chance to hear
from them and also give them a chance to hear from me.

Allow me to sugpest these dates: Wednesday, September 22; Tuesday,
September 28; Sunday, October 3; Sunday, October 31; or Sunday,

November 7. The plan would be to arrive for a light supper and then

to meet around 7:30pm. On September 22nd I would be in St. Paul until
3:00pm. I would then head to Pipestone. On September 28th 1 am
completely free. On October 3rd I would be coming from Albert Lea and
probably would not arrive until 6:30pm., On October 31lst and November 7th
I will be out west for Confirmations and could easily arrive in time for

an evening gathering.

As always, Bob, you have the support of my prayers and my best wishes.
I hope the fall season will be a good one for you and your pecple.

Your brother in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
W INONA, MINNESOTA 55987

PO Box 588
Tel. 507/454-4643

OFfice of the
Bishop

September 15, 1993

Reverend Robert H. Taylor
Saint Leo Church

106 Fourth Street, SE
Pipestone, Minnesota 56164

Dear Bob,

When I returned to the rectory on Sunday evening in Worthington T found the
memorandum and enclosures which you had prepared for me. I am most grateful.

Thanks very much to you and . . for giving me such direct, clear and
thoughtful guidance in responding to ' I shall be able to address
her concerns more effectively as a result of your wisdomn.

With respect to the pastoral visit that I proﬁosed, T certainly recognize that
you are not very enthused about my coming, "If you insist on a pastoral:
visit...." and "I don't believe we should disturb the peace' certainly would
be enough to slow me down in most instances. But I honestly believe a visit
cn my part will be helpful and will support the many successful initiatives
which are renewing the faith life of your people under your leadership.

Congratulations on the statutes for the pastoral council of the two parishes
and the finance council of each parish., Those documents alone would be enough
for a fruitful conversation involving myself and your people. 1 regularly
make pastoral visits to a parish. They are not the occasions for dealing with
problems. That is mot my intention this time nor, hopefully, will it be yours.

If you will receive me back on Sunday, November 7, T shall plan to be with you
that evening and the next morning for weekday Mass. A meeting and social with
the members of your councils on Sunday night followed by Mass Monday morning
with a few visits to shut-ins would certainly seem satisfactory at this time.

I would drive back to Winona in the afternoon.

God bless you, Bob, in your pastoral leadership at Saint Leo's and Saint
Martin's. It's hard to believe that three years have passes since I asked you
to leave the tri-parishes of Madelia, Lake Crystal and Truman. [ was happy to
hear that you are accepting a salary once again. Your successor certainly

will be pleased!
Your brother in the Lord,
5 eho %ﬁaﬁdumq

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm
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Office of the PO Dox 588
Bishop Tel. 507/454-4643

DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 53987

September 15, 1993

Reverend Robert H. Taylor
Saint Leo Church

106 Fourth Street, SE
Pipestone, Minnesota 56164

Dear Bob,

When I returned to the rectory on Sunday evening in Worthington I found the
memorandum and enclosures which you had prepared for me. I am most grateful.

Thanks very much to you and for giving me such direct, clear and
thoughtful guidance in responding to I shall be able to address
her concerns more effectively as a result of your wisdom, . . .

With respect to the pastoral visit that T proﬁosed, I certainly recognize that
you are not very enthused about my coming. "If you insist on a pastoral
visit...." and "I don't believe we should disturb the peace" certainly would
be enough to slow me down in most instances. But I honestly believe a visit
on my part will be helpful and wiil support the many successful initiatives
vhich are renewing the faith life of your people under your leadership.

Congratulations on the statutes for the pastoral council of the two parishes
and the finance council of each parish. Those documents alone would be enough
for a fruitful conversation involving myself and your people. I regularly
make pastoral visits to a parish. They are not the occasions for dealing with
problems. That is not my intention this time nor, hopefully, will it be yours,

If you will receive me back on Sunday, November 7, I shall plan to be with you
that evening and the next morning for weekday Mass. A meeting and social with
the members of your councils on Sunday night followed by Mass Monday morning
with a few visits to shut-ins would certainly seem satisfactory at this time.
I would drive back to Winona in the afternoon.

God bless you, Bob, in your pastoral leadership at Saint Leo's and Saint
Martin's, It's hard to believe that three years have passes since I asked you

to leave the tri-parishes of Madelia, Lake Crystal and Truman., I was happy to
hear that you are accepting a salary once again. Your successor certainly

will be pleased!
Your brother in the Lord,
+J obav A %pﬁnbuubj

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm
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Saint Adrian Catholic Church
Saint Mary Catholic Church - Ellsworth

512 Maine Avenue o PO, Box 475
Adrian, Minnesota 56110-0475

December 30, 1993

TO: Reverend Gerald A, Mahon, Vicar General

FR: Reverend James D. Timm, De%

RE: Meeting of December 6, 1993 with

At the November 20, Deanery Council Meeting. T was approached by
’ : which time she requested a

meeting with me,
In a subsequent phone call the date of December 6, 1993 was agreed upon.

Her concerns were far reaching in her concern for The Reverend Robert Taylor, Pastor of Pipestone
and Woodstock. They ranged from concern for Father Taylor’s personal health and well being to
some unsubstantiated rumors, to her personal struggle with diocesan leadership,

After about 45 minutes of listening to her concerns she expressed to me that she felt better just
becavse she had the opportunity to speak about her concern. T reassured her that her concerns were
heard and that I would seek the advice of the Vicar General as to her concerns for Father Taylor.

She agreed with that plan of action. She again stated that she felt great relief having been able to
discuss her concerns. She felt that she could still fulfill the ministry that she was under contract to

do.

I visited with briefly, at the conclusion of the Advent reconciliation service and she
was still grateful for our discussion.

I believe that no further action need be taken at this time.
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CHURCH OF “SAINT LEO

south Hicwatha Avenue at 4ih Street PO. Box 28
[507) 825-3152 Pipestone, MN 56164
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Father Mahon

FROM: Father McGrath ﬁ&:?'

DATE: May 4, 1994 v

RE: Complaint concerning Father Robert Taylor

Sioux Falls called 3 May at about 10:40am to talk
over some concerns about Father Taylor.

identified herself as a recent tenant of Fr. Taylor, and
about to sign a year long lease with him. He owns a 4-plex in
Sioux Falls and she recently moved with her two children into one
of the units. She said Father Taylor has been most kind, has
offered to recarpet her apartment, but her neighbors have told her
of concerns, she has suspicions, and she wonders whether she should

sign her lease.

She had concerns about a "street person" living in Fr. Taylor's
basement office near the laundry room. She is becoming convinced
that "men are not safe", that there are a lot of male visitors, Fr.
Taylor has been caught in lies, Fr. Taylor has entered apartments
without permission and has answered the door in the nude, and she

worries about her children.

After listening to her initial concerns, I asked her to describe
in more detail her main concerns.

1) said that she hasn't witnessed anything herself.
Father Taylor has been more than kind. She herself is very
concerned about a strange man using Fr. Taylor's office space in
the basement near the community laundry room. The man "appears
straight, but strange". She did ask Fr. Taylor in a 'round about
way about him and he said he should not be there. She is afraid
to confront him directly because she does not want to jeopardize
her family or her rental: it is a nice property.

requests that her name not be used.
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2) The couple in the basement apartment moved out suddenly,
without notice, leaving their security deposit of $400.

said that they had been away for the weekend, but got back a day
early. When they opened the door to their apartment Fr. Taylor
came to the door naked. The next day the couple got a note on
their door with an apology and an explanation that he had car
trouble and needed a place to stay, along with a check to go out
to dinner. Others in the 4-plex have told her that Fr. Taylor has
gone into their apartments using his pass key without permission.
She said there is video and audio tape of Fr. Taylor in apartments

without permission.

3) said that the maintenance man/manager moved out
after Father Taylor told him he didn't like his wife, saying "get
that bitch out of here". She has heard that the woman had
experienced a lot of stress from Fr. Taylor, resulting in
difficulties in pregnancy and maybe a miscarriage.

I encouraged to be aware of her renter's rights, to
which she responded that she is on a SD state board for renters,
and is very aware of them. I told her I would take up her concerns
with Fr. Mahon, and someone would be in contact with her. I also
reminded her that if she 1is concerned about safety, that is the
concern of the civil authorities.

Fr. McGrath called to add a
notation to point 2 of this
memo 3

The couple mentioned are a pair
of roommates who ’ )
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MEMORANDTUM

TO: Father Mahon

FROM: Fr. McGrath . bw

DATE: May 4, 1994

RE: Followup conversation with

At your direction, I called back yesterday afternoon and
explained to her that we would like to confront Fr. Taylor on these
questions. 1 asked her if we could use her name, anad she said no.

said that she would be in contact with the young couple
that moved out and ask them to contact us. She said again that
there were video and audio tapes, which I said we would like to use
them. She also noted that another woman, a banker, is looking for
another place to live and might be willing to talk in a week or so.

It seems to me there seems to be a great deal of fear because in
SD a tenant can be turned out of a rental property fairly easily,

and without much recourse.
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA AINNESOTA 55987

OMice of the PO Box 588
Bishop Tel. 507/454-4643
May 4, 1994

Reverend Robert H. Taylor
Saint Leo's Church

106 Fourth Street, SE
Pipestone, Minnesota 56164

Dear Bob,

Thank you for coming to meet with me in Rochester on Tuesday, April 26. I can
apprecilate that it was not easy for you to hear some of the observations being
made about your behaviors, but those present were there not to blame you for
any inappropriate behaviors but rather to call them to your attention with the
hope that you might be able to receive some assistance in dealing with them.

At the end of the meeting I told you that I would like you to resipn the
pastorate of Saint Leo's Church in Pipestone and Saint Martin's Church in
Woodstock and then go for a psychological evaluation with a recommendation for
whatever care would be necessary before receiving your next pastoral
assignment. You indicated that this would be difficult to accept, but, as we
parted, I was still hopeful that you would be willing to accede to my

requests.

When your letter arrived on Monday, May 2, I realized that this was even more
problematic for you than I had hoped. You asked for a statement of just cause
for these requests and I shall try to provide them for you in summary fashion

in this letter.

You have written to me earlier this spring suggesting that one pastor serve
the three parishes in Pipestone, Woodstock and Jasper. You indicated a
willingness to do this but also indicated that you would accept another
assignment if I felt such a position would be more suitable for another
person. I responded quickly and indicated that, in the light of our past
experience when you served the three parishes in Madelia, Lake Crystal and
Truman, I would prefer that another priest work on the arrangements for the
possibility of another three-parish situation in the diocese. I also asked
you to speak with your dean, Father James Timm, about these possibilities. It
was that conversation, as you now know, which triggered our meeting in

Rochester on April 26.

My purpose in requesting your resignation rather than a leave of absence from
the parish is to serve the needs of the people best under these circumstances,
particularly since it did seem agreeable to you that another perscn work with
the people towards the possibility of becoming a tri-parish community. T
would not want to appoint you to another assignment until some of the serious
issues being raised all over again since you were in treatment in early 1990

are resolved.
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Reverend Robert H. Taylor
May 4, 1994
Page Two

My purpose in asking for the evaluation has to deal largely with many

unresolved 1issues since your departure from

the spring

of 1990. Let me summarize them for you here and I am willing to discuss them
again with you, Please do arrange for another visit with me about these
mat.ters,

1.

Your conversation with Father Timm about "secret" allegations against
me and subsequent action on the part of my superlors was intimidating
and controlling. Certainly if the situation was as you reported it
to Father Timm, you did not handle it professionally, responsibly or
sensitively. Sharing the information with him and insisting that it
be kept secret served no good purpose., It was also highly disre-
spectful of me,

In the spring of 1993 of Pipestone called
about a strange note found on the door of the rectory by your
Janitor, It was about a man you had . allowed to live

in the rectory and implied an inappropriate relationship between the
two of you. You explained the relationship but the two men involved
thought you intimidated the janitor for the concerns he expressed
about the content of the note. They really felt it would be important
for me to meet with the parish pastoral council and hear any of the
concerns of parishioners at the time. They were not negative about
you, but they felt I could help bridge some of the differences.

When I finally did resolve to make a pastoral visit, which occurred
in the fall, my time there was preceded by a series of efforts on

" your part to minimize the significance of the visit or keep me away

from people. I tried to come in the summer and you felt it was not
workable. You did not want me to visit with the parish pastoral and
finance councils because you thought such a visit would impact
negatively ' upon their role as advisory to the pastor. As it turned
out, when I came, the two groups I met with were brand new. The
others never did have a chance to meet with me. A number of
parishioners have come forward expressing concerns, as I have told
you, about your ability to resolve lingering doubts among the
parishioners about your behaviors.

You indicated that members of your staff are satisfied in their
working relationship with you. As I told wyou, that is not true.
Your pastoral minister has already contacted my office about concerns
with respect to your leadership and relational style. People want to
help but find it difficult to do so.

In May of 1993 my office was contacted about "inappropriate sexual
advances on children" by you, People refrained from offering any
further specifics and you, upon being contacted by me, certainly
denied any inappropriateness. Once again the people were troubled

" about your behavior and seeking to express more dissatisfaction.

In July of 1992 there was extensive correspondence from a woman by
the name of about you. I pursued these matters with
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Reverend Robert H. Taylor
May 4, 1994
Page Three

9.

10‘

All of this, Bob, signals that it is
into your personal well-being and

her but in the end felt that these were just lingering suspicions
from people in the past who had grievances about you. In the light
of recent developments I now call them to your attention. Her
letters are enclosed.

In June of 1992 complained about your appearance
and your ways of dealing with people. Again, I spoke on your behalf
and felt you were being dealt with too harshly because of difficul-
ties with who had been on your staff.-

In May of 1992 4 representative from the Minnesota Corrections in
Plpestone called about concerns among people of Pipestone with
respect to your ways of dealing with children. Once again a decision
was reached that the allegations were  false but that you were having
relational problems with people who were turning against you. Even
then I was excusing you thinking that had caused these
problems for you.

In 1991 there was extensive correspondence with

who had a number of allegations which they raised against you.
ihey even contacted Archbishop John Roach and sent him a ream of
materilals. He responded by indicating to them that he had no
jurisdiction over the parishes involved and had confidence in my good
Judgement in dealing with this matter. Perhaps I dealt with it too

lightly.

As you know, raised a number of concerns
about you in November of 1990 and certainly at the time of her
departure from the parish in the summer of 1991, I shared her

concerns with you at the time. These dealt with matters of your
personal behaviors, poor choice of language, personal hygiene,
overbearing nature, poor communjcations, "workaholism," and a general
difficulty in getting along with people. Father Egan, the dean at
the time, met with you about these concerns.

_ and her husband came to see me at the time you
removed her from her position in religious education and youth
ministry. I supported you as you sought a full-time staff person.
She and her husband raised other grievances and they too related to
your ways of dealing with people, controlling information, and
misrepresenting facts,

time for me once again to ask you to look
receive assurances from a qualified profes-

sional that I can indeed certify you and support you for pastoral ministry and
leadership in our church. I know I am acting responsibly, especially in the
of your personal history in the diocese, and I want to offer you this
opportunity for professional assistance, if needed.

light

Certainly I appreciate the energy and dedication you have brought to your
pastoral leadership at Saint Leo's and Saint Martin's. You know I was
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Reverend Robert H. Taylor
May 4, 1994
Page Four

concerned when you were not even taking a salary. Please do contact me soon
and accept my request that you go for an evaluation at Saint Luke's Institute
outside Washington, D.C. Available dates would be May 30-June 8, June 12-
June 22, and June 19-June 24. But they may already be unavailable. We can
find a suitable time I am sure. God bless,

Your brother in the Lord,

# G‘&&axzv%~/4ﬂlwzccp?

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:ejim
Enclosures
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DIOCESE OF WIHNOMA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

PO Box 588

Office of the
Tal, 507/454-4643

Vicar General

May 6, 1994

Most Reverend Robert J. Carlson
Coadjutor Bishop of Sioux Falls
609 West. Fifth Streat, Box 5033
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57117

Dear Bishop Carlson,

I am writing in reference to the Raverend Robert H. Taylor, pastor of Saint
Leo's Parish in Pipestone, Minnesota. During the past years Bishop John G.
Vlazny, Bishop of Winona, has confronted Father Taylor about a number of
personal issues which resulted in Father Taylor's in-patient treatment at Jemez

Springs, New Mexico.

During the past week Bishop Vlazny confronted Father Taylor about some ongoing
concerns in reference to his recovery process and pastoral leadership which
resulted in asking for Father Taylor's resignation as pastor and a professional
evaluation at St, Luke Institute in Maryland. Father Taylor has refused to
accept Bishop Vlazny's request but there is ongoing dialogue. He states he has
sought a canonist in the Archdiocese of St. Paul-Minneapolis for advice and
counsel to support his position of refusing to resign and seek professional

assistance.

In the course of our pastoral concerns about Father Taylor, a woman by the name

of notified the Pastoral Center about Pather Taylor. Please find

reports enclosed which are pleces we did not have last week but they only add

to the seriousness of Father Taylor's ongoing problems. Please note that
does not want her name used at this time.

I will keep you informed as this situation progresses and dialogue about a
follow-up with the persons in the apartments, if necessary. As the people of
Sioux Falls continue to think through their position and possibly free us to
use the information, it will certainly help us. If you desire further
information or consultation, please do not hesitate to contact Bishop Vlazny.
The Bishop is committed to further action with Father Taylor, but the process

needs to be respected.
It was good to be with recently as well as yourself and so many
familiar people in the Diocese of Sioux Falls.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

i S

Reverend Gerald A. Mahon
Vicar General

GAM/ jm
Enclosures
ce: Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Father Mahon

FROM: Father McGrath %

DATE: May 6, 1994

RE: Further conversations with

Yesterday, when I returned to IHM, I had a message to call

She said that she had found a lot more information, and
a group of tenants and former tenants were gathering at her
apartment later in the evening and she would call me back after
that meeting. I called her at 10:45 and spoke with her for about
40 minutes. a family friend was with her.

- Two prev1ous tenants were members of the
is now in california, and ' e

is in Arizona or New Mexico. She spoke with the manager, who knew
all about the situation with Robert Taylor, except that he was a
priest. The manager clarified with her a few points. The two
young men were away for two weeks on a road trip, but returned
three days early. When they opened the apartment door, RT was
there, naked. The next day they left the apartment building. RT
had left a note of apology and $50 check to go out to dinner. The
manager had them contact a lawyer. They sued, and RT settled out
of court. The manager said the two have 1eft SF, but were very
disturbed by the incident and have taken psychologlcal counseling.
She did not get the name of the lawyer involved. The

do not want any publicity, but the manager told that he
would contact the two men to see if they wanted to help with a

confidential church inquiry.

- was a tenant whose wife suffered some verbal abuse from Fr.
Taylor. She accounts a stressful pregnancy and premature birth to
the difficulty of living in his apartment building. RT allegedly
told him to "get his * * wife out of here".

- a current tenant, is a bisexual young man. He has had
sexual contact with RT. His current girlfriend is, according to
a strong willed young woman who wants him to confront

this situation and problem and get on with his life. smokes
marijuana and fears that RT will turn him in. He might let us use

his name and give his testimony.
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confronted the young man in the basement,

: After initial confrontation - who are you? what are you
doing here? - he spoke candidly with about his story.
He is 20 years old, alcoholic (recovering?), and met RT in
Pipestone. RT spent an hour with him and got his story. He was
at a low point and RT gained his trust. RT gave him a job waxing
floors and cleaning pews at St. Leo's. He was paid very well for
that kind of work, and he stayed at the rectory. One morning he
woke up and found RT standing over him in the nude. He moved to
the apartment building in SF, where he is living in the small 8 x
10 office, sleeping on an air mattress, without bathroom facilities
and with one change of clothing. indicated that he is
getting help to find a job and another place to live, and she no
longer fears him.

- Through her telephone calls to tenants and former tenants over
the last several days, it has emerged that RT is the owner of
rental properties in SF, Wilmar, and perhaps other places. Stories
of RT's expensive gifts to folks were quite common. Many did not
know that he is a priest. Some young men apparently have received
checks from St. Leo's parish account.

- said very emphatically that she did not want her
name used. She still has to decide to unpack her boxes or move
elsewhere. She is a professional, and also on the editorial board

of the

- said that the group of tenants did a little work on
separating RT from the Church. Many were not aware that he is a
priest.

She said she would be in contact with me today. I indicated we
would have to have a priest from SF, or one of us go to SF to speak
with some of the folks affected, and stressed that we needed folks
to come forward in order for us to do anything. I thanked her for
her cooperation and the time she has put into this.
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May 12, 1994

Bishop John G. Viazny
Diocese of Winona

55 W. Sanborn Street
Winona, Mn. 55987

Dear Bishop Vlazny:

Father Taylor has shown me number 3 on an apparent evaluation of
him. It mentions that Father indicated that members of his staff are
satisfied in their working relationship. The letter replies, "As | told you
that's not true. Your Pastoral Minister has contacted my office about
concern with respect to your leadership and relational style".

| am dismayed to find myself mentioned in this letter. | have never
directly contacted your office, nor was it my intent to do so. My intent
was never to make accusations.

in regards to my working relationship with Father Taylor, he has
always treated me as a professional. He has trusted me with the entire
Religious Education Program and has been extremely supportive of my
efforts to strengthen the faith formation program at St. Leo's and St.
Martin's. He has in the past, and continues today, to treat me fairly and

justly.

Sincerely,

Director ot Hei. EG.

RT000471



May 12, 1994

Bishop John G. Vlazny
Diocese of Winona

55 W. Sanborn Street
Winona, Mn. 55987

Dear Bishop Viazny:

Father Taylor has shown me number 3 on an apparent evaluation of
him. It mentions that Father indicated that members of his staff are
satisfied in their working relationship. The letter replies, "As | told you
that's not true. Your Pastoral Minister has contacted my office about
concern with respect to your leadership and relational style".

I am dismayed to find myself mentioned in this letter. { have never
directly contacted your office, nor was it my intent to do so. My intent
was never {0 make accusations.

In regards to my working relationship with Father Taylor, he has
always treated me as a professional. He has trusted me with the entire
Religious Education Program and has been extremsly supportive of my
efforts to strengthen the faith formation program at St. Leo's and St.
Martin's. He has in the past, and continues today, to treat me fairly and

justly.

Sincerely,
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MEMOCRANDTUM

TO: Father Mahon

FROM: Father McGrath gil;ﬂ

DATE: 13 May 1994 ’

RE: Telephone call with

I returned s call at 1:40 pm today. She had some more

information regarding the situation with Robert Taylor. The name of the
attorney who handled the law suit of the

Then I asked if we could use the information she supplied in a
confrontation with R. Taylor, and asked that she carefully consider the
request and that we would respect her confidentiality. Asked if I were
coming to SF, I noted that there would have to be a formal complaint by one
of the folks who had allegedly been offended by RT in Pipestone.

We went on to discuss the young men who arrived from Pipestone. I said
again to her that for us to act, someone needed to make a formal complaint;
"put their name on paper". I also noted that there was nothing we could do
regarding renter's complaints. She said she had given my name and number
to two men, and encouraged them to call. One assured her that he was going
to come forward when he moved to a Ysafe" place, in other words out of the
apartment. This is whose mother lives in Pipestone.

As we closed, I encouraged her to use the civil authorities if there were
any problem. She said that if RT ever transgressed her apartment, she
would be the first to do so. But she herself expects no problem from him.
The she added that it would be alright to use the information from her
concerns to confront Fr. Taylor, but that she did not want her name to be
used or any circumstances that could be identifying. I assured her - no

names, not the city. She added that if we did use the information to give
her a call so that she would be aware of it.

Tn closing, I thanked her for her coming forward with her concerns and
again encouraged her to use the civil route for any problems in the
apartment. Then 1 encouraged her to distance herself from the problens,
noting that she had given the alleged victims my name and number; they have
a voice and they can write. She pointed out their fear. I sald that we
can't make a formal response, 1ike a visit, without a formal complaint.
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Father Mahon
)
FROM: Father McGrath I+
./*’/
DATE: 13 May 1994
RE; Telephone call with

I returned at 1:40 pm today. She had some more
information regarding the situation with Robert Taylor. The name of the
attorney who handled the law suit of the is:

Then I asked if we could use the information she supplied in a
confrontation with R. Taylor, and asked that she carefully consider the
request and that we would respect her confidentiality. Asked if I were
coming to SF, I noted that there would have to be a formal complaint by one
of the folks who had allegedly been offended by RT in Pipestone.

We went on to discuss the young men who arrived from Pipestona. I said
again to her that for us to act, someone needed to make a formal complaint;
"put their name on paper". I also noted that there was nothing we could do
regarding renter's complaints. She said she had given my name and number
to two men, and encouraged them to call. One assured her that he was going
to come forward when he moved to a "safe" place, in other words out of the
apartment. This is whose mother lives in Pipestone.

As we closed, I encouraged her to use the civil authorities if there were
any problem. She said that if RT ever transgressed her apartment, she
would be the first to do so. But she herself expects no problem from him.
The she added that it would be alright to use the information from her
concerns to confront Fr. Taylor, but that she did not want her name to be
used or any circumstances that could be identifying. I assured her - no
names, not the city. She added that if we did use the information to give

her a call so that she would be aware of it.

In c1051ng, I thanked her for her coming forward with her concerns and
again encouraged her to use the civil route for any problems in the
apartment. Then I encouraged her to distance herself from the problems,
noting that she had given the alleged victims my name and number; they have
a voice and they can write. She pointed out their fear. T said that we
can't make a formal response, like a visit, without a formal complaint.
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Diocese Of Sioux Falls
Office of the Bishop
Location: 609 West 5th Street, Sioux Falls, SD 57104
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 5033, Sioux Falls, SD 57117-5033
(605) 336-1457

“Jesus is Lord”

May 16, 1994

Rev. Gerald A. Mahon
Vicar General

Diocese of Winona

55 W Sanborn
Winona MN 55987

Dear Father Mahon,

I have received your letter dated May 6, 1994, which unfortunately was delayed in its delivery
to the Diocese of Sioux Falls until May 12, 1994,

I have reviewed this letter and if anything in this letter is near being accurate this appears to be
a rather serious situation.

If Father Robert Taylor was ever issued faculties in the Diocese of Sioux Falls they are
immediately revoked pending the outcome of your investigation. I have asked our Curia staff
to investigate whether or not we ever gave him faculties or any other permissions.

We are very appreciative of the information you have sent and we will be happy to cooperate
with you in any way which would be helpful.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

The Most Rev. Robert J. Carlson
Coadjutor Bishop of Sioux Falls

jms
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Bishop Vlazny

FROM: Fr. McGrath “?q/

DATE: May 18, 1994

RE: Father Taylor situation

In view of Fr. Taylor's refusal to resign, in my opinion you have
three coptions:

1) prepare for the formal process for removal of a pastor
2) appoint a parochial vicar
3) leave things as they are
Since #3 is not a prudent option, I suggest:
1) convene the presbyteral council as soon as possible

2) collect the proofs (reasons for requesting resignation) and
begin the formal process as if nothing had previously
been requested so that his rights in the process can be

protected.

Since #2 is an uncomfortable situation for any priest, I am
reluctant to recommend that as an option.

other possiblities: may take some more research

1) You can bind RT under obedience to go to treatment. He
remains pastor, draws salary. Warn that violation of the precept
can bring a canonical penalty: suspension. Then proceed with

removal.

2) You can require that he avoid contact with a class of
persons and not have overnight guests in the rectory. Violation

can have consequences.

3) If you have a diagnosis from his previous treatment, and
indication of recurrence, you can consult experts and declare him
impeded from the exercise of orders for psychic reasons. Then

proceed with removal
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Bishop Vlazny

1

FROM: Fr. McGrath ,&fJ’b
DATE: May 18, 1994

RE: Procedure for the Removal of a Pastor

1. An essential element of the process is 2 pastor consultants, chosen
from a group proposed by the Presbyteral Council for this purpose.

The presbyteral council needs to be convened, and this business attended
to. The minutes of the meeting must reflect this action of the council.

2. If the removal of a pastor is to be valid, and stand up on appeal to
the Apostolic Signatura, it must be done correctly from the beginning.

3. The reasons for removal are listed in c. 1741. The list is not
taxative. There can be other reasons.

4. The process:

a. investigation, which indicates reason for removal

b. discuss the matter with the two pastor consultants

¢. invite the pastor to resign and indicate reasons - in writing - and
in writing inform the pastor he has 15 days to respond (c. 1742)

d. A second invitation to resign is given (c. 1744) with a time limit

(use certified wail)
e. If there is no response, or no reason for refusal to resign, a

decree of removal may then be issued

-however-

f. If the pastor opposes with reasons, the bishop must (c. 1745)

1) invite the priest to inspect the acts, rebut them and present

contrary proofs
2) then weigh the matter with the same pastor consultants

3) decide for or against removal, then issue the appropriate

decree.
178 If the removed priest appeals the decision, then a parochial

administrator may be appointed. .
Nota Bene: the notary for the process must be a priest.
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DICCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA MINYENOTA 33987

Lorrice Of Tna

Eizhog

MEMORANDUM

To: Louise Blissenbach

From: Bishop John Vlazny +3 ebun %IQH'U*Q
Date: May 23, 1994

Re: Update on Father Taylor's Situation

Louise, I thought T would send you copies of recent correspondence between
Father Robert Taylor and myself. He responded to my request that he resign
and go for evaluation by requesting a letter in which I would state just cause
for my actions., I sent him a letter, a copy of which is enclosed. His

response is also enclosed.

If you have any thoughts about this matter, I would appreciate hearing them.
In fact, if you would have any professional opinion that would suggest he
should cooperate with my request, I would appreciate having that in writing.

But it is not necessary.

Father Mahon is away on retreat this week. I will be in Chicago and Milwaukee
on Tuesday and Wednesday. Perhaps Father Taylor will follow through this
We had a rather significant telephone conversation after both letters

week.
He knows that I still am making the same request of him.

were received.

Please give my best to Dave. God bless.

Enclosures
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BIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
SINONA MINNESOTA 55987

8 g
MEMORANDUM
Tos
From: Bishop John Vlazny +3efhun Vel are g
Date: May 23, 19%4
Re: Update on Father Taylor's Situation

I thought I would send you coples of recent correspondence between
Father Robert Taylor and myself. He responded to my request that he resign
and go for evaluation by requesting a letter in which I would state just cause
for my actions. I sent him a letter, a copy of which is enclosed. His

response is also enclosed.

If you have any thoughts about this matter, I would appreciate hearing them.
In fact, if you would have any professional opinion that would suggest he
should cooperate with my request, I would appreciate having that in writing.

But it 1is not necessary.

Father Mahen is away on retreat this week. I will be in Chicago and Milwaukee
on Tuesday and Wednesday. Perhaps Father Taylor will follow through this
week. We had a rather significant telephone conversation after both letters

were received. He knows that I still am making the same request of him.

Please give my best to God bless.

Enclosures

RTO00395



MEMOCRANDIUM

s

To: 'éishop Viazny & Fath?f Mahon
From: Father McGrath e
Date: 29 May 1994 LA
Re: Father Robert Taylor

: called the seminary this evening about 8:30 pm. I had
written him asking him to contact me regarding what I had heard from Sioux
Falls about Father Taylor. After several telephone calls over the last week,

we finally connected.

identified himself as a former tenant of Mr. Robert Taylor in gioux
Falls. He and his roommate were out of town on a road trip
’ ~, and returned to gioux Falls several days earlier than expected.
qe and his roommate arrived at their apartment at 3 am one morning. They
opened the door and Robert Taylor was in their 1iving room, naked. He said
both were shocked; his roommate was more upset. He said Mr. Taylor proceeded
to explain that he had been working all day, he was out of cas and had no
cash. He would have stayed in his son's apartment, but ' had guests.
Mr. Taylor explained that he had read in the paper that they were out of town
for a road trip, and he decided to sleep on the floor. He was naked because
his clothes were wet from work and rain earlier in the day. After Taylor
left, they found a cigar butt in the living room.

said they felt violated and wondered how many other times he had
been in their apartment. The next day they got a note from Fr. Taylor with
a $50 check. The note gave Robert Taylor's explanation again. They told him
that they wanted their money back - the deposit, the rent paid, and enough to
pay for a hotel for the remainder of the summer. The next day they got a
cashiers check for $2,000. They did not cash the $50 check, but gave it and
the letter to their manager for safe keeping in case Robert Taylor came back
at them for the rent money.

In the course of our conversation, we made sure that we were talking about
the same Robert Taylor who is pastor of St. Leo's in Pipestone. The physical
description, white hair, height, age, and cigar smoking matched. They were
not aware of his identity as a priest until after the incident when other
tenants told them. I asked abont Robert Taylor's "son'",

explaining that RT did not have children. » said he understood it to

mean adopted son.

Neither or his roommate pursued the matter criminally or cilvilly
because the did not want publicity. said he
would try to get the letter or a copy back from the manager, and ne would
also write me a letter confirming what we spoke about over the telephone. I
told him we would like to use his name and the information to confront Father
Taylor and get him help, and :aid we were free to use his name and
the information. I explained to \at this would be a church matter,
and although what happened to them was clearly on Taylor's own time and
personal business, we were concerned about him as a human being and wanted to
get him help because he is one of our priests. I said that I did not know

religion, and he said he is Roman Catholic - to whj added that
the name sounded like an E. European name, and he said yes,:%ﬁgé%?3



MEMORANDUM

To: 'éishop Vlazny & Father Mahon
From: Father McGrath

Date: 29 May 1994 Z;;ﬁm,
Re: Father Robert Taylor

called the seminary this evening about 8:30 pm. - I had
written him asking him to contact me regarding what I had heard from Sioux
Falls about Father Taylor. After several telephone calls over the last week,

we finally connected.

identified himself as a former tenant of Mr. Robert Taylor in Sioux

Falls, He and his roommate were out of town on a road trip
and returned to Sioux Falls several days earlier than expected.
He and his roommate arrived at thelr apartment at 3 am one morning. They
opened the door and Robert Taylor was in their living room, naked. He said
both were shocked; his roommate was more upset. He said Mr. Taylor proceeded
to explain that he had been working all day, he was out of gas and had no
cash, He would have stayed in his son's apartment, but had guests.
Mr. Taylor explained that he had read in the paper that they were out of town
for a road trip, and he decided to sleep on the floor. He was naked because
his clothes were wet from work and rain earlier in the day. After Taylor

left, they found a cigar butt in the living room.

said they felt vioclated and wondered how many other times he had
been in their apartment. The next day they got a note from Fr. Taylor with
& $50 check. The note gave Robert Taylor's explanation again. They told him
that they wanted their money back - the deposit, the rent paid, and enough to
pay for a hotel for the remainder of the summer. The next day they got a
cashiers check for $2,000. They did not cash the $50 check, but gave it and
the letter to their manager for safe keeping in case Robert Taylor came back

at them for the rent money.

In the course of our conversation, we made sure that we were talking about
the same Robert Taylor who is pastor of St. Leo's in Pipestone. The physical
description, white hair, height, age, and cigar smoking matched. They were
not aware of his identity as a priest until after the incident when other
tenants told them. I asked about Robert Taylor's "son",

explaining that RT did not have children. sald he understood it to

mean adopted son.

Neither or his roommate pursued the matter criminally or civilly
because the did not want publicity. said he
would try to get the letter or a copy back from the manager, and he would
also write me a letter confirming what we spoke about over the telephone. I
told him we would like to use his name and the information to confront Father
Taylor and get him help, and said we were free to use his name and
the information. I explained to that this would be a church matter,
and although what happened to them was clearly on Taylor's own time and
personal business, we were concerned about him as a human being and wanted to
get him help because he is one of our priests. I said that I did not know

religion, and he said he is Roman Catholic - to which I added that

the name sounded like an E. European name, and he said yes,
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MEMORANDUM

To: Bishop Vlazny
From: Fr. McGrath
Date: 31 May 1994
Re: Fr. Taylor

Some more thoughts:

I recommend that when Fr. Taylor resigns, either orally - which is
valid in the presence of 2 witnesses (c. 189), but must be noted,
or by letter - which is better, accept his resignation and in the
same letter require him under obedience in the form of a personal
precept (cc. 48-58; the notary must be a priest) to report to
whatever treatment center on whatever date for evaluation and
needed treatment with full disclosure to you of the evaluation and
treatment plan. 1In the meantime forbid the exercise of orders,
withdraw his faculties. In the same letter, issue a formal
canonical warning (c. 1347) that the consequence of disobedience
will be suspension (c. 1333) from all acts of the power of orders
and the power of governance (not really necessary if he does not
have an office) for as long as he persists in the disobedience (the
penalty cannot be perpetual by mere precept, but the condition can
persist for a long time). If he does not go, issue a decree
suspending him, Use certified mail, and if that fails, the good
offices of some Sioux Falls clergy to serve the formal warning

and/or decree of suspension.

If Fr. Taylor complies and goes to treatment, I suspect that there
will be a formal diagnosis with which one can declare him irregqular
for the exercise of orders, or his pattern of thinking and behavior

will have changed.

I know you don't like decrees and the formalities - but I do
recommend dealing with these cases in a way that is more clear than
a removal of faculties or forbidding to exercise the ministry.

Priests should not be in a canonical limbo.

Consult the grey volume on my credenza concerning clerics: with
sample decrees and letters and discussion of the processes.

Cheers!
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DIOCISL OF WINONA F I E E

55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 33987

Office of the PO Box 5B8
Bishop Tel, 507/454-1643
June 9, 1994

Reverend Robert H. Taylor
S§t. Leo Parish

106 Fourth Street SE
Pipestone, MN 56164

. Dear Father Taylor,

Please accept this acknowledgement of your recent letter in which you offered
your reslgnation as pastor of St. Leo’'s in Pipestone and St. Martin's in
Woodstock, effective June 29, 1994. I accept your resignation and I thank you
for the pastoral care you have given these people over the past four years.

With respect to your request to resign from the active ministry and seek
retirement, I am asking to meet with you after June 29. It will be good to
clear the alr about many matters and I am hopeful that I can convince you to
defer your desire to retire from the active ministry for now,

My prayers and good wishes are with you always, but especially now. Please
inform the people of St, Leo’'s and St. Martin's of your resignation this
weekend and also let them know that = ~ will be coming to
serve as thelr pastor on June 29. God bless.
Sincerely yours in the Lord,

sdun o Vil oy

The Most Reverend John G, Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

cc! Reverend Gerald Mahon
Reverend Edward McGrath
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June 27, 1994

Reverend Robert H., Taylor
Saint Leo's Church

106 Fourth Street, SE
Pipestone, Minnesota 56164

Dear Bob,

As you complete your responsibilities as pastor of Saint Leo's Church in
Pipestone and Saint Martin's Church in Woodstock, I write to repeat my request
that we meet at your earliest convenience after June 29. T realize that a
time of transition is not the easiest, but we do have some very important

matters to discuss.

Bob, effective June 29, 1994, I am removing your faculties and instructing you
not to exercise your priestly ministry or preside at sacramental celebrations
publicly. Certainly that decision will be reviewed once you have complied
with my request for a professional evaluation at Saint Luke's Institute and
carried out whatever recommendations will be forthcoming from that evaluation.

It is my experience that an evaluation will not be possible immediately, but
T would like to contact Saint Luke's for the closest available date. In our
meeting I would like to share with you all my concerns and hear your side of
the story as well. I shall meet with you alone. I now realize that you
complained to other priests that our last meeting was not a private one. But,
if you recall, at that time I was bringing you together with a brother priest
who had raised a concern about you. I do believe that was
helpful to both of us in that conversation.

Bob, I ask to hear from you by the end of the week so that our meeting will
not be indefinitely postponed. I sincerely want to approach you in a
fraternal and supportive way. I reach out to you with a genuine desire to
offer the assistance of a church which you have served for so long.

Thanks for the four years of pastoral care which you have given to the people
of Saint Leo's and Saint Martin's. I trust that you and Kevin Connolly were able
to work out all the details involved in the transfer of leadership. God bless,

Your brother in the Lord,

+ ‘T"&A-—V jﬂ- ML'LW/),
The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona
JGV: jm

cct Reverend Gerald A, Mahon
Reverend James D, Timm
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANTORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

Office of the PO Box 588
Bishop Tel. 507/454-4643

July 7, 1994

Most Reverend Robert J. Carlson
Coadjutor Bishop of Sioux Falls
. 609 West Fifth Street, Box 5033
Sioux Palls, SD 57117

Dear Bishop Carlson,

Several weeks ago our Vicar General, Father Gerald Mahon, notified you
regarding some concerns that had arisen pertaining to Father Robert Taylor,
then pastor of Saint Leo's Church in Pipestone and Saint Martin's Church in
Woodstock. I write to inform you of recent developments.

Father Taylor resigned as pastor from the two parishes, effective June 29,
1994, I had asked him to come and see me again and to go for an evaluation
concerning his personal problems. He is unwilling to do so presently, but

I still insisted upon meeting with him once again.

Thus far, he has not complied with my request. Last week I removed his
faculties and told him that I did not want him to function publicly as a
priest until we had dealt with some ongoing concerns, It is my understanding
that he is presently living in Sioux Falls at the following address:

317 North Prairie
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57104
605/331-2188

I simply want you to know that his faculties have been removed and that he is
not allowed to celebrate the sacraments publicly here in the Diocese of
Winona. I presume that you will want to deal with him similarly in Sioux
Falls, particularly if he should start making himself available to neighboring
pastors.

Be assured that I shall continue to try and reach out to him and encourage him
to seek whatever assistance would be recommen@ed as a result of an evaluation.
’ ’ - ’ T is the dean

of our Worthington deanery and will hopefully be able to assise me in reaching
out to Father Taylor. I do hope that things are going well for you and I am
sorry that I was unable to be with you in San Diego. God bless.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

+ 7 eduw Jo Vuefutu—ua

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm
cc: Most Reverend Paul V. Dudley

Reverend Gerald A. Mahon

RT000156



RT

{ifiesr of the POV fle i
Bishon Fol, 5007, 54 w01

July 18, 1994

Reverend Robert H. Taylor
317 North Prairie
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57104

Dear Bob,

This past week I talked witl and he seems to be adjusting quite
well to his new pastoral situation in Pipestone and Woodstock. Thanks very
much for making the transition as smooth as it was for

It was good to hear your voice again on Saturday morning. I had been trying
to reach you, -but with no success. I was glad you were home this time when I
called. I am sorry that we were unable to connect for our proposed meeting on
this Monday. I really do want to see you so that we can work out some plans
for the future. I will be away for ten days starting July 20 or thereabouts.
I must be in Madison Lake for the centennial of the parish on Sunday, July 31.
I could see you on that Sunday somewhere in the middle of the diocese or I
would be most happy to see you in Winona on Manday, August 1. I do have a
plane out of LaCrosse after 4:00pm that day, and so we would have to be
finished with our meeting by 3:00pm. If that doesn't work out, then we must
meet the next week. Please try to make some arrangements with my secretary,

My prayers and good wishes are with you, We do have some serious issues to
resolve and I ask you not to delay making contact with me. I had hoped that
you would call after June 29, but I decided not to wait for your call. I
think you understand why. God bless.

Your brother in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm
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July 18, 1994

Reverend Robert H. Taylotr
317 North Prairie
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57104

Dear Bob,

This past week I talked with Kevin Connolly and he seems to be adjusting quite
well to his new pastoral situation in Pipestone and Woodstock. Thanks very
much for meking the transition as smooth as it was for Kevin.

It was good to hear your voice again on Saturday morning. I had been trying
to reach you, -but with no success. I was glad you were home this time when I
called. I am sorry that we were unable to connect for our proposed meeting on
this Monday. I really do want to see you so that we can work out some plans
for the future. I will be away for ten days starting July 20 or thereabouts.
I must be in Madison Lake for the centennial of the parish on Sunday, July 31.
I could see you on that Sunday somewhere in the middle of the diocese or I
would be most happy to see you in Winona on Monday, August 1. I do have a
plane out of LaCrosse after 4:00pm that day, and so we would have to be
finished with our meeting by 3:00pm. If that doesn't work out, then we must
meet the next week. Please try to make some arrangements with my secretary,

Janice Market.
My prayers and good wishes are with you. We do have some serious issues to

resolve and I ask you not to delay making contact with me. I had hoped that
you would call after June 29, but I decided not to wait for your call. I

think you understand why. God bless.
Your brother in the Lord,

+ U @huy I Vbt a,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: im
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Diocese Of Sioux Falls

Office of the Bishop
Location: 609 West 5th Strest, Sioux Falls, SD 57104
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 5033, Sioux Falls, SD 57117-5033
(605) 336-1457

“Jesus is Lord’

July 25, 1994

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

55 West Sanborn

Winona, MN 55987

Dear Bishop Vlazny,

I received your letter of July 7, 1994, concerning Father Robert Taylor who is apparently
living at 317 N. Prairie, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 57104.

In the near future we will be in contact with the parishes in the Sioux Falls deanery informing
them that Father Taylor does not have faculties in Winona and that I am explicitly not granting
him faculties here. Further, I am checking with our diocesan attorney to see if I should send
him a letter at his home on North Prairie so that he understands that he does not have faculties
in this diocese. Thank you for your kind assistance with this.

If your travels in the diocese bring you towards the Minnesota/South Dakota border be sure
to let me know. I would be happy to drive over and have lunch with you sometime when you

are out in the “West”.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

The Most Rev. ert J. Carlson
Coadjutor Bishop of Sioux Falls

jms
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August 1, 1994

Reverend Robert H, Taylor
317 North Prairie
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57104

Dear Bob,

Thanks very much for coming to meet with me in Mankato on Sunday, July 31.
I was pleased to have an opportunity to clear the air with you about some
of my concerns,

As I told you, I still expect you to go for an evaluation to Saint Luke's
Institute. I.am more than willing to wait until you are ready. You probably
do need some time to think and pray after all the events of the spring and the
decision to move. Thank you once again for the energy and commitment you
brought to your service of the people in Pipestone and Woodstock.

Bob, as I mentioned, I shall be leaving for my mini-sabbatical on August 25.

I do hope to hear from you before then and, of course, I eagerly anticipate
your acceptance of my request that you go to Saint Luke's for the evaluation.
If you are not ready to go by that time, I will be back in early October, but
you certainly can contact Father Rick Thomson while I am away, if and when you
are ready, and he will make arrangements for your time at Saint Luke's.

As I reminded you on Sunday, your faculties are removed until you are
evaluated at Saint Luke's and comply with whatever recommendations are made

for your personal well~being.

Please know that you have my affection and prayerful support at this time.
I look forward to seeing you in Rochester when we gather with the golden
jubilarians on August 14. God bless.

Your brother in the Lord,

+-66&wu )alﬂfaxcuq

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV/im
bece:

Rev. Gerald A, Mahon
Rev. Richard G. Thomson
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Office of the
Bishop

August 16, 1994

Reverend Robert H. Taylor
317 North Prairie
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57104

Dear Bob,

Thus far I have not been able to reach you by telephone in recent days and
I do need to speak with you. A serious allegation has come forward which
involves you during your tenure as pastor of Saint Pius X Church in Rochester.

I need to speak with you.

On Thursday, August 25, I shall be leaving for Rome. Please call my office
and arrange to see me before then. I know thig is an imposition, when one
considers the distance to travel, but it is a necessity with respect to the
persons involved. My preference would be to visit with you on Friday or
Saturday of this week, but it would be possible to see you Monday afternoon,
August 22, after 3:30pm. I hope to hear from you soon. God bless.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,
+\f&»&w.)3~ljveafbu,va

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:jm
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CONFIDENTIAL MEMORANDUM

To: File of Robert H. Taylor

From: Bishop John Vlazny +3elu %Karuuwfa
Date: August 22, 1994

Re: Sexual Misconduct Allegation

On Saturday, August 20, 1994, I met with Father Robert Taylor at the Diocesan
Pastoral Center in Winona at 2:00pm to discuss the alleged sexual abuse of
in 1983-84 when Father Taylor was pastor of Saint Pius X Church

in Rochester.

Father Taylor completely denied any abusive behavior with , or with
anyone for that matter. He did not recall but had vague recollections
of parents. I shared the full report of Father Gerald Mahon on this
matter which was prepared on August 17, 1994, Father Taylor knows that both
Father Pete and Father Mahon are aware of the allegation. He also knows that

he is not to contact or his parents.

RT000405
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONAL MINNESOTA s587
PO Box 548

Office of the
Tel, 507/454-4643

Bishop

August 22, 1994

Reverend Robert H. Taylor
317 North Prairie
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57104

Dear Bob,

Thank you very much for coming to visit with me on Saturday, August 20,
I am sorry that I was unable to receive you when you arrived, but a
previously scheduled appointment was the reason for the delay, as I told
you later. As you now know, it was very important that we meet at this

time,

Bob, I have thought a lot about our visit and your denial of these
allegations. In all truth, I cannot be satisfied with a simple denial
from yourself, given the history of concerns and allegations involving
your person and your ministry. I must insist now that you go to Saint
Luke's Institute for an evaluation as soon as this can be arranged.

Were this an isolated matter, I might approach it differently. But now
is the time to deal with issues I have been asking you to confront these
past three months.

Bob, I shall be sending a copy of this letter to Father Gerald Mahon,
our Vicar General, and Father Richard Thomson, my Personal Liaison for
Clergy Health Concerns. They will assist you in making arrangements for
this evaluation and I hope to have a report by the time I return to the
diocese in early October. These are serious concerns which require our
prompt and resolute attention. You know you have my prayers and
encouragement at this time. From our end we shall continue to try to
respond to the pastoral needs of the alleged victim. God bless.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

r~67041~v.hllifa:uuhu?

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm

cc: Reverend Gerald A. Mahon
Reverend Richard G. Thomson
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DIOCESIE O WINOMA
55 WEST SANNORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 95947

PO BRox 588

Office of the
Tel. 507/ 454-4643

Bishop

August 24, 1994

Reverend Robert H. Taylor
317 North Prairie
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57104

Dear Bob,

In my earlier letter this week, I instructed you to go to Saint Luke's

Institute in Suitland, Maryland, for an evaluation. Ffather Thomson has been
advised and will be in contact with you. It seems this will not be possible
until late in September. That would be fine because I could then receive the

report when I return home.

Bob, I also remind you that I have removed your faculties to minister publicly
as a priest. I also direct you not to present yourself in clerical garb in
public. When the evaluation is complete and we have a recommendation from
Saint Luke's, I certainly will re-evaluate these directives.

Please know that you have my continued prayerful support. These are difficult
steps to take but they are for your own good and for the good of the church.

God bless.
Your brother in the Lord,

+ G Vol wan

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: im

RT000407



St. Bernard’s Parish [l —

116 SE 4th Ave., Box 95 Rectory - 533-8257
Stewartvitle, Minn, 55976-0095 Parish Center - 533-8192
533-8924 J

Bugust 24, 1994

Reverend Robert H. Taylor
317 North Prairie
Sioux Falls, SD 57104

Dear Bob,

I am in receipt of Bishop Vlazny's letter, dated August 22,

I know this must be a difficult time for you as you are con-
fronted with this allegation. Bob, I must tell you that ar-
ranging for assessment at St. Luke's is always somewhat pre-
carious, as they are extremely busy. I phoned St. Luke's and
was told that the next open date is the week of September 25

to September 30. This would give you a month to arrange your
schedule and prepare to be at St. Luke's that Sunday through
Friday. Also, I would make arrangements for the Diocese to
send you the airline tickets. I need to know if you are willing
to comply with the Bishop's request, as I will finalize this
date with St. Luke's and make the necessary travel arrangements
for you. You may contact me here at St. Bernard's. My private
line is (507) 533-8871. The best time to reach me is usually

after 9 p.m.

Bob, I will be keeping you in my prayers, and I do need to hear
from you as soon as possible.

Fratexnally /in Christ,

‘afher k1*t1’c
Pastor

ard Thomson

RT:pc

cc: The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Reverend Gerald A. Mahon
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INOCESE QF WINOMA
55 WEST SANDGIRN
WINOMA - MIENESQEA 5087

PO Box SR

Office of the
Tol, S07.474-4643

Vicar General

September 12, 1994

Bonnie Connors

Saint Luke’s Institute

2420 Brooks Drive

Suitland, Maryland 20746-5294

Dear Bonnie,

I am writing in reference to the Reverend Robert H. Taylor, a priest from the Diocese of
Winona who will participate in an evaluation process beginning September 26, 1994,
Bishop John G. Vlazny is in Rome attending a theological consultation and, therefore,

I pass on this information at his request and in consultation with Reverend Richard

Thomson.

Reverend Edward F. McGrath, former Chancellor, is preparing a summary report of
complaints received whereby he must respect the anonymity of the informants. They fear

reprisal from Father Taylor.

You will note that Father Taylor was in treatment at the Servants of the Paraclete in Jemez
Springs from October 1989 until March 1990. You will need to contact them for any

therapy reports or information.

If 1 may be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me. Bishop Vlazny
will return to the Diocese of Winona in the first week of October, but Father Rick Thomson

will participate in the evaluation process.
Sincerely in the Lord,

Reverend Gerald A. Mahon
Vicar General

GAM/jm
—~c: Most Reverend John G. Vlazny

Enclosures
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Brother Louis DeThomasis, FSC, Ph.D
President

September 20, 1994

Ms. Bonnie Conner
St. Luke's Institute
2420 Brooks Drive
Suitland, MD 20746-5294

-Dear Ms. Conner:

Rev. Gerald A. Mahon, Vicar General of the Diocese of Winona, asked that I write this letter to

you concerning my consultations and encounter with Rev. Robert Taylor. In the description

below, I will summarize briefly the facts of these encounters. I discussed all of these facts and

information at a meeting several years ago held in New Mexico with Bishop Vlazny, Father
Taylor, and Father Taylor's therapy team.

1. During 1985-1987, I was Consultant to the Priestly Life Committee of the
Diocese of Winona concerning the Priests' Retirement Fund, which was then
administered and invested by Father Taylor. I bave attached three items, which
will show in more detail, the substance of my review of Father Taylor's
management of several million dollars of the Priests’ Retirement Fund.

In as concise and candid a description as I gan give, Father Taylor grossly
mismanaged these millions of dollars of thePriests' Retirement Fund, and in many
instances his fiduciary capacity was blatantly compromised by his conflict of
interests in his administration of these funds. Father Taylor administered the funds
in such an abhorrent and improper manner, that diocesan legal counsel concluded
“the Diocese of Winona probably has a claim against Father Taylor for breach of
fiduciary duty" (see attached). The details of my findings are also attached. One
fina] personal observation on this matter. During all my encounters with Father
Taylor concerning these matters, he would never speak to the issues honestly, and
he would continually obfuscate all the facts.

2. A second item that I discussed at the New Mexico meeting concerned the
complaints which I received from two male employees of Saint Mary's College

700 TERRACE HEIGHTS » WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987-1399 = 507-457-1503 ¢ FAX 507-457-1633
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Ms, Bonnie Conner
Page 2
September 19, 1994

Taylor's attempts at sexual contact with these two men. They interpreted Father
Taylor's conduct and behavior toward them as filled with sexual innuendo.

If I can be of further assistance to you with regard to this matter, please do not hesitate to contact
me.

Sincerely,

@ﬂw L oraco
Qf'

cc.  Rev. Gerald A. Mahon «~
Vicar General
Diocese of Winona

enclosures
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October 18, 1994

Reverend Robert H, Taylor
317 North Prairie
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57104

Dear Bob,

My trip to Rome and the Holy Land went well. We had a good gathering of
our priests at Lake Okoboji last week. You have been in my thoughts and

prayers.

Yesterday I received the report of your evaluation from Saint Luke's.
Today I am.visiting with Father Thomson and I shall ask him to contact
you. It will be important to follow the recommendations as soon as
possible. Hence, I am asking him to make the arrangements for your
registration at Saint Luke's immediately., These are never easy
decislons, I know, but I assure you of my full support and cooperation
in your efforts to confront some of the problems detailed for us in the

evaluation report.
Bob, it would also be good for us to discuss your financial situation.
You have been away from assigned ministry for nearly four months, I

would ask you to make an appointment to visit with me before you leave
for Saint Luke's. Thanks and God bless.

Your brother in the Lord,

-G ol J Vu@&ﬁbk&y7

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: im
ce:  Reverend Richard G. Thomson

bece: Reverend Gerald A. Mahon
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St. Bernard's Parish

PO Box 95, Stewartville, MN 55976
(507) 533-8257

October 19, 1994

Rev. Robert H. Taylor
317 North Prairie
Sioux Falls, SD 57104

Dear Bob,

I'am in receipt of the Bishop's letter to you regarding treatment at Saint Luke's. I have
contacted Saint Luke's and they informed me that the next available times for in-patient
trealment are: tentative - November 30, definite - December 7. I would ask that you
contact me as soon as possible, as I need to confirm what you have decided with Saint

Luke's.

I cannot help but think how difficult these months have been for you since leaving
Pipestone. Tknow from personal experience that when we are confronted with the
vulnerableness and fallibility of our lives, it is always a painful experience. I keep you in
my prayers and as a brother priest, I hope and pray that ultimately you may draw strength

from this time of difficulty.

: Fl"a@[ly, .

N
\\ (
Fr. Richard Thomson

RT:pc

cc: The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
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St. Bernard's Parish

PO Box 95, Stewartville, MN 55976
(507) 533-8257

October 31, 1994

Fr. Robert H. Taylor
317 Notrth Prairie
Sioux Falls, SD 57104

Dear Bob,

I'am in receipt of your response to the request that you go to Saint Luke's for treatment as
a result of the evaluation submitted by Saint Luke's. I regret that you choose to take this
matter into your own hands. This action on your part is further confirmation of the
extreme need you have to control this situation. I can only say that the evaluation from
Saint Luke's indicated an individual who, without question, was in need of in-patient

treatment,

Your concern regarding pedophilia is only one area in a whole spectrum of pathology that
has consistently brought you into conflict with so many people over so many years.

As a brother priest, I can only hope and pray that you will finally and genuinely allow
others to give you the help that you are truly in need of;
} In Chyjist,

Fr\.Rich- td Thomson, 0.8.C.

all

RT:pc

cc: The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
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November 7, 1994

Reverend Robert H. Taylor
317 North Prairie
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57104

Dear Bob,

This past week I received copies of the correspondence between yourself and
Father Rick Thomson. Needless to say, I was both surprised and disappointed
at your reaction to the thorough evaluation of the staff at Saint Luke's,

your are not to present yourself, either by activity or by garb, as a member
of the clergy. I must warn you that, if you do not comply with my directions
to report for evaluation, I will be forced to suspend you frop priestly
ministry and you wil]l not even be allowed Lo celebrate Mass privately,

Bob, I know this ig not an easy step for you to take, but I strongly encourage
you not to delay the inevitable. This can be a true moment of grace for you

that have remained largely untouched, for One reason or another. The people
at Saint Luke's are both caring and professional in the way they go about

I am praying for you and I am asking Father Rick Thomson, via copy of this
correspondence, to contact you again and to make the appointment for your
admittance to the program at Saint Luke's Institute. The care you receive
there will be a wise investment of the resources of this church and also of

your time and energy. God bless.
Your brother in the Lord,

+ T e luoy )&tiemiakpj

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm

c¢c:  Reverend Richard G. Thomson
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4

condidentiat Sila -
S RECEIVED 40V 14 994 %

St. Bernard's Parish

116 4th Ave. SE, Box 95, Stewartville, MN 55976
(507) 533-8257

November 10, 1994

Rev. Robert H. Taylor
317 North Prairie
Sioux Falls, SD 57104

Dear Bob,

I have just reviewed the Bishop's lelter to you regarding the recommendation for
treatment al Saint Luke. The Bishop is requesting that you comply with Saint Luke's
recommendation for treatment at Saint Luke.

In accordance with the Bishop's request, I write (o inform you that the date of December
7 is still open and Saint Luke Institute is still expecling your arrival. If you are choosing
not lo comply with the recommendation and the Bishop's request, I would ask that you
notify the Bishop personally. 1 assure you the Bishop is most open to talking with you.

If you choose (o accept the recommendation, I need to know this as soon as possible as 1
will make a final confirmation regarding December 7.

Bob, I hope and pray that for your sake and the sake of the Church we botls love, you will
make the right decision,

RT:pc
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Saint Bernard's Parish

116 4th Ave. SE, Box 95
Stewartville, MN 55976
(507) 533-8257

November 14, 1994

Sister Gerardine A. Taylor
Saint Luke Institute
2420 Brooks Drive
Suitland, MD 20746-5294

Dear Sister Gerardine,

I'm writing to confirm our conversation of Friday, November 11. I will be arriving at
Saint Luke on Monday, December 7, at 9:00 a.m. I will be staying through lunch.

It looks like , is making excellent progress and I am very pleased for him. I look
forward to meeting with you and on December 7. 1appreciate your advice
regarding and future ministries. I assure you that there will be no decisions

made during our meeting. Also, the final arbiter is always the Bishop, not myself.

Thank you again for all the good work you are doing.

Rev.

Vice Chancellor

RT:pc

et Nost Regyirand dehn C—-\.\l\t\.zn\/
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Saint Bernard's Parish

116 4th Ave. SE, Box 95
Stewartville, MN 55976
(507) 533-8257

November 16, 1994

Rev. Robert Taylor
317 North Prairie
Sioux Falls, SD 57104

Dear Bob,

I received a phone call from Saint Luke's today indicating that your date for arrival has
been changed (o December 14. Again, it is imperative that you respond to the
recommendation and the Bishop's request as Saint Luke's has very limited space and is, at
present, holding this open for you. Ineed to let Saint Luke's know whether you will be
coming. They request a final disposition by November 28.

You are in my prayers.

@lly, @)

)\ \:._____/
Fr. Richard Thomson
RT:pc

cc: The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
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Saint Adrian Catholic Church RECEED BEs 02 1997:%
Sathk Mary Catholic Church - v wvrin

512 Maine Avenue © PO, Box 475
Adrian, Minnesota 56110-0475

December 1, 1994

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

55 West Sanborn

Post Office Box 588

Winona, Minnesota

Dear Bishop Vlazny,
Greetings from Adrian!

Following our Dean’s Meeting of November 21, 1994, I made inquiry concerning the role of The
Reverend Robert H. Taylor :

I called
- I simple inquired as to the role Father Taylor had in the wedding.

said that Father Taylor stopped just prior to the wedding to tell of his situation
and that he would have to receive the vows, because a problem with his faculties had just come
up. Father Taylor said he wasn’t even sure what it was all about or even who was making the
accusations. agreed to witness the marriage,

After further inquiry of , I learned that he appeared in full clerical dress, presided

at the Eucharist, and Father Taylor placed himself in such a place during the ceremony that no

one would have known that he didn’t witness the marriage. - conclude by saying

that he thought that Father Taylor had blessed the rings, ~ * asked Father Taylor if
" was aware of his situation. Father Taylor said, "No!" :

I explained to what I could concerning the situation, told him that I thought what
he did was appropriate for the amount of time he had to deal with it and I appreciated his help
in this matter!

Sincerely,

RT000160
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| Saint Adrian Catholic Church SRl Len B2 ugy
\ Saint Mary Catholic Church - Ellsworth

; 512 Maine Avenue o PO, Box 475
8 Adrian, Minnesota 56110-0475

December 1, 1994

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

55 West Sanborn

Post Office Box 588

Winona, Minnesota

Dear Bishop Vlazny,
Greetings from Adrian!

Following our Dean’s Meeting of November 21, 1994, I made inquiry concerning the role of The
Reverend Robert H. Taylor in his brother ¢ Wedding on October 29, 1994,

I called The Reverend David Kohner, Pastor of the Church of the Sacred Heart in Faribault,
Minnesota. I simple inquired as to the role Father Taylor had in the wedding. Father Kohner
said that Father Taylor stopped just prior to the wedding to tell Father Kohner of his situation
and that he would have to receive the vows, because a problem with his faculties had just come
up. Father Taylor said he wasn’t even sure what it was all about or even who was making the
accusations. Father Kohner agreed to witness the marriage.

After further inquiry of Father Kohner, I learned that he appeared in full clerical dress, presided
at the Bucharist, and Father Taylor placed himself in such a place during the ceremony that no
one would have known that he didn’t witness the marriage. Father Kohner conclude by saying
that he thought that Father Taylor had blessed the rings. Father Kohner asked Father Taylor if
his brother was aware of his sitnation. Father Taylor said, "No!"

I explained to Father Kohner what I could concerning the situation, told him that I thought what
he did was appropriate for the amount of time he had to deal with it and I appreciated his help
in this matter!

Sincerely,
7

=~
/A\:’-D:&mm_ >
i

Réverend James D. Timm
D
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
BOX 588
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

Minutes of Meeting
December §, 1994

COLLEGE OF CONSULTORS
Diocese of Winona

Opening
Present: Bishop John G. Vlazny, Fathers Roy Literski, Donald Schmitz, Donald

Grubiech, Joseph Keefe, James Timm, John Kunz, James McCauley, Thomas
Jennings. Unable to attend: Fathers Gerald Mahon, Richard Feiten.

Bishop Vlazny opened the meeting at 1:50 p.m. at the Chuxrch of St. Theodore in
Albert Lea wlith a prayer. The minutes of the previous meeting were noted.

Annual Diocegan Appeal

Bishop Vlazny reported that the goal of $750,000 has been exceeded (c.
$820,000), and thirty-six letters have been sent out concerning shortfall,
substantially down from last year. Discussion was held on: (1) a prospective
goal for 1995; (2) the possibility of keeping the parish assessment level; (3)
the possibility of relying far more in the future on the appeal rather than
the assessment; and (4) whethar a rebate would be desirable for parishes which
exceed their goal., The consultors: (1) were split between a goal of $775,000
and $800,000; (2) agreed that it was guitable not to raise the assessment; (3)
recommended that it would be best to maintain the now-established system of
relying on both means for several years without drastic changes; and (4)
suggested that a parish rebate of two~thirds of overage from the appeal was

desirable.

Some cconcern was expressed that any rebate less than 100% would look less
generous, and that if the diocese needed the one-third of those monies, then
the initial goal should reflect that need. It was suggested, however, that
various discretionary needs were not well-suited to formal inclugion within
the established goal, but were instead well-suited to the monies received from

overage.

Clerqy Personnel Issues

Bishop Vlazny reported on several matters.
for Father Jon Moore to report to Windom as Administrator by December 15,
1994. A canonical decree will also be issued shortly for Father Robert Taylor
to report to St. Luke's Institute at the latter's earliest convenience for in-
patient treatment. Father Leland Smith continues to make progress at St.
Luke's and may be released in about a month. Father Timothy Hodapp will
excardinate from the Diocese in June, 1995, at his own request, and begin the
process of incardination to the Archdiocese of St. Paul and MindéapolisA
Father John Wilmot, MHM, has asked to begin the process of incardination in
the Diocese, The question of restoring the faculties of Father Frank Ryan is
delicate, but might be examined in the near future.

A canonical decree has been issued

Budit and Financial Situation
Mr. John Broadwater entered the meeting and carefully reviewed the annual
audit and financial situation of the diocese for the year ended June 30,

1994.

DOW001849



Emong other things, he noted that the deficit noted in the financial statement
Included "paper losses" on investments which do not necesearily affect cash
operation. 1In fact; partly because of a favorable year in the self-insurance
plan, the dlocese enjoyed practical overage of about $42,000. Finally, a
suggestion was made that the Finance Council review the question of the rate
of interest for parish monies invested with the diocese.

Adjournment: 3:30 p.m.,
Respectfully Submitted,

Moufenboe

Reverend William M. Becker
Acting Secretary

DOWO001850



DIOCESE WINONA
VTR RARBORN
BOIROUNS UE L EMOTTA 3087

OMice of the PO Box 588
liishop Tel. 507/454-4643

December 8, 1994

Reverend Robert H. Taylor
317 North Prairie
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57104

Dear Bob,

In a recent conversation with Father Richard Thomson, he advised me that
you were not reporting to Saint Luke's Institute on December 14, 1994,

as I requested and scheduled. This saddens me very much and I must now
send you the enclosed decree. Any further postponement is unacceptable.

Bob, I continue to keep you in my prayers. These steps are not easy
ones, I know, but I am confident that treatment at Saint Luke's will
bring you light, healing and peace. God bless.

Your brother in the Lord,

5 plan z%tkfm\AAb?

The Most Reverend John G. Vliazny
Bishop of Winona o

JGV: jm

Enclosure

bee: Reverend Gerald A. Mahon
Reverend Richard G. Thomson
Reverend James D, Timm

RT000430



DIOCESE OF WINONA
5% WUST SANBORN
WINONS A MINNESOTA S5087

er;ce of the PO Box 588
Bishop Tel, 507/454-4643

DECREE
INDIVIDUAL PRECEPT

WHEREAS, FATHER ROBERT TAYLOR, UNTIL JUNE 29, 1934, PASTOR OF SAINT LEQ'S CHURCH, PIPESTONE, AND SAINT
MARTIN'S, WOODSTOCK, IS A PRIEST INCARDINATED IN THE DIOCESE OF WINONA.

WHEREAS, FATHER TAYLOR HAS NOT COMPLIED WITH THE AFTERCARE PROGRAM PRESCRIBED FOR HIM UPON THE
TERMINATION OF HIS PARTICIPATION IN THE TREATMENT PROGRAM WITH THE SERVANTS OF THE
PARACLETE IN 1990.

WHEREAS, AGAIN THIS YEAR A SERIOUS ALLEGATION OF INAPPROPRIATE BEHAVIOR WITH AN ADOLESCENT WHEN
FATHER TAYLOR WAS PASTOR OF SAINT PIUS X CHURCH IN ROCHESTER WAS ALSO REPORTED, NOT AT ALL
DISSIMILAR T@ OTHER ALLEGATIONS IN THE PAST,

WHEREAS, ALLEGATIONS OF INAPPROPRIATE RELATIONSHIPS AND BOUNDARIES CONTINUE T0 BE RAISED AS RECENTLY
AS THE SPRING OF THIS YEAR REGARDING THE PRESENT BEHAVIOR OF FATHER TAYLOR.

WHEREAS, ALLEGATIONS ARE RAISED BY THE PEGPLE OF SAINT LEQ'S CHURCH IN PIPESTONE THAT THE BEHAVIOR
OF FATHER TAYLOR WHILE SERVING AS THEIR PASTOR DID NOT COMPLY WITH BEHAVIOR PRCHIBITIONS
IMPOSED UPON HIM BY MYSELF IN 1990 WITH RESPECT TO GUESTS IN THE PARISH HOUSE,

WHEREAS, FATHER TAYLOR PARTICIPATED IN A RESIDENTIAL EVALUATION PROGRAM AT SAINT LUKE'S INSTITUTE
AT THE END OF SEPTEMBER, 1994, AND WAS RECOMMENDED FOR IN-PATIENT TREATMENT IMMEDIATELY.

WHEREAS, FATHER TAYLOR HAS NOT COMPLIED WITH MY DIRECTIVES TO REPORT FOR THE AFOREMENTIONED
TREATMENT PROGRAM IN MY LETTERS TO HIM OF OCTOBER 18 AND NOVEMBER 7, 1994,

WHEREAS, THERE IS AN URGENT NEED FOR FATHER TAYLOR TO CONFRONT THESE PROBLEMATIC REALITIES IN
FULFILLMENT OF HIS PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITIES AS A PRIEST OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AND THIS
DICESE. '

l, JOHN G. VLAZNY, BISHOP OF WINONA, ORDER FATHER ROBERT TAYLOR TO REPORT T0 ME AT THE DIOCESAN

PASTORAL CENTER IN WINONA AT A MUTUALLY CONVENIENT TIME BY DECEMBER 30, 1984, FOR A SPECIFIC
ASSIGNMENT TO SAINT LUKE'S INSTITUTE, SUITLAND, MARYLAND, WHERE HE WILL TAKE UP RESIDENCE AND FULFILL

ALL THE DEMANDS OF THE IN-PATIENT TREATMENT PROGRAM.

FAILURE TO DO SO MAY RESULT IN SUSPENSION FROM ALL ACTS OF THE POWER OF ORDERS, FROM ALL ACTS OF
THE POWER OF GOVERNANCE, AND FROM THE EXERCISE OF ALL RIGHTS OR FUNCTIONS WHICH RESULT FROM SACRED
ORDINATION. FATHER TAYLOR IS TO CONSIDER THIS A FORMAL CANONICAL WARNING, AS PRESCRIBED IN CANON

1347.
GIVEN AT WINONA THIS DAY, DECEMBER 8, 1994,

BYME, + 0 odlur Ve e,

BISHOP OF WINONA ;

Notary

Seal

RT000431



DECREE

I, John G. Vlazny, Bishop of Winoma, do hereby declare the Reverend Robert
Taylor, a priest of the Diocese of Winona, to be impeded from exercising Holy
Orders according to Canon 1044,2.2. I make this declaration with moral certitude

and based upon the following facts:

1. Father Taylor has not complied with the aftercare program prescribed for him
upon the termination of his participation in the treatment program with the

Servants of the Paraclete in 1990.

2, This past year, 1994, a serious allegation of 1nappropr1ate behavior with
an adolescent when Father Taylor was pastor of & M

was reported, an allegation mot at all dis31m11ar to ather allegations in the
past. Allegations of inappropriate relationships and boundaries continue to be
ralsed as recently as the spring of 1994 regarding the present behavior of Father

3

Taylor. Allegations are raised by the people of 2
that the behavior of Father Taylor while serving as thelr pastor did not comply

with the behavior prohibitions imposed on him by myself in 1990 with respect to
guests in the parish house.

3, Father Taylor participated in a residential evaluation program at St. Luke's
Institute at the end of September, 1994, and was recommended for in-patient
treatment immediately. Father Taylor has not complied with my direct order to
report to me by December 30, 1994 for assignment to St. Luke’s Institute.

This decree will remain in effect until such time as I or my successor, after
consultation with an expert, shall determine that the psychic defect/illness
indicated by Father Taylor’'s past behavior and by the examination done at St.
Luke's Institute which resulted in its recommendation for immediate in-patient

treatment no longer exists.

Father Taylor is hereby notified of his right to petitioner me within ten days
(tempus utile) of the receipt of thls decree for its revocation or emendation.

The appeal process affords Father Taylor the right to the use of an advocate
and/or procurator. If Father Taylor wishes to appeal this decree and wishes an
advocate and/or procurator to be provided for hin, one will be so provided.

Given at Winona this day,

By me,
Bishop of Winona

Notary

geal

RT000009
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To: Bishop Vlazny.«
Fr: Fr. Hoeppnerf)
Re: Fr. Taylor

Date: February 3, 1995

After reading Fr, Taylor's letter of December 24, 1994, I find him saying, simply
put:
Accusations have been made that have not been and cannot be
substantiated about his behavior while at St. Pius in Rochester
(and elsewhere too). He was tricked at St. Luke's. He wants to get
on with his life and not waste time in treatment trying to convince
the center the alleged behavior was not based on unshakable facts,

He will not responde to the whereases of your order as he has done
s0 in a previous letter and you just continue to forward his
responses to St. Luke’s as unshakeable facts.

He feels you unjustly took his pastorate. He feels that you have
removed his faculties and clerical dress, without due process. He
says in his present state of mind he no longer cares.

He offered another option but got no response. He requested early
retirement and there was no response. Even if he is forbidden to
say Mass, he will carry on with what spiritual means are available
to him. He concludes that your conscience and his will never come
together. He must be true to his conscience for his own emotional

and splritual health.

Fact. You have given Fr. Taylor an order to report to you for an assignment for
treatment and he will not obey it. You based your order on what you perceive
to be good information, including St. Luke’s recommendation for in-patient
treatment. (If their recommendation includes a diagnosis, this would be pood).

What to do? Options. 1. I have enclosed a copy of a decree declaring Fr.
Cashman irregular for the exercise of Orders in accord with canon 1044.2.2 until
such time as experts give you input that he is healthy enough for exercising
Orders. Such a decree could be given to Fr. Taylor. 2. Another option would
be to begin the process of suspension of Fr. Taylor for exercising Orders until

he complies with your order to report.

Of course, with both of these, Fr. Taylor would be extended the right to
recourse according to the canons. Thus all would be done with due process. I
have not reviewed his file. Did he resign his pastorate? If so his claims
regarding a lack of justice here would be different than if, in fact, he was
removed from office. Then the canons on removal from office are to be followed
for due process, a process which also might result in a resignation of the
pastor (cc. 1740-1747). I gave you a memo on the simple process for removal of

faculties. Of course, with the pastorate, the faculties and the religious garb,
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if the person goes along with what you tell him to do and does not push the
matter, then you might not need to formally engage the processes. However, I
think it’'s best to always let the party know that the processes are there and

recourse is available,

At any rate, we can discuss this. I will continue to think and pray about it.
If I should review the file, I certainly will (before or after we discuss this

again?) Let me know.
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55 WEST SANBORN
WIENONA MINNTSOEA 55987

Office of the PO Box 548
Bishop Tel, 507/454 4613

February 7, 1995

Reverend Robert H, Taylor
317 North Prairie
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57104

Dear Bob,

More than a month has passed since I wrote to you on January 2 asking you
to make arrangements to come and visit with me here in Winona about your
situation. I regret that you have not followed through on my request. This
becomes all the more painful for you and for me.

Bob, I write again to ask that you come to see me. I remind you that you
remain on administrative leave from your ministry as a priest. Your priestly
faculties of the Diocese of Winona have been removed and I remind you not to
present yourself in the public forum as a priest.

Your need for help, which is detailed so well in the evaluation from Saint
Luke's, compels me, according to diocesan policy, to insist that you receive
professional treatment before I allow you to return to any form of public
ministry. You look for retirement as a way out, but that is no solution in
terms of one's health. In fact, I worry all the more about your living in

isolation.

The people at Saint Luke's are professional and caring. They will have only
your best interests at heart. Please accept the grace of this opportunity to
deal with all the past and present hurts. My prayers are with you and I
sincerely hope that we will be meeting soon. God bless.

Your brother in the Lord,
+ J_WN-)J'\/JQ‘GLM’}

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop -of Winona

JGV:jm
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PO Box 588
Tel, H507/453-2443

To:  Bishop Vlazny

Fr:  Fr. Hoeppner

Re: Fr. Taylor

Date: February 23, 1995

Enclosed please find a draft of a decree by which you would declare Fr. Taylor
impeded for the exercise of Holy Orders. Canon 1044.2.2 notes that one is
impeded from exercising orders "who is afflicted with insanity or some other
psychic defect until the time when the ordinary, after consultation with an
expert, permits him the exercise of that order." "Psychic defect" is translated
"psychological infirmity" in the Spanish Commentary English Translation. The
decree in effect says that you have sufficient evidence to presume that Fr,
Taylor has such a defect/illness. You have required him to seek help for this
and he as refused to do so. Therefore, you are publicly declaring him impeded
from exercising Orders and ordering him not to exercise Orders until such time
as you or your successor permit him to do so after consulting with an expert.
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Diocese of Winoma
Inter-0ffice Transmittal

TO: _Bighop Vlazny

FR:  _Janice

DATE: 4-4-95

RE: Fr. Tavlor
£ For Your Information.. Please Circulate
For Your File Please Return
For Your Approval Please Take Action
For Your Review Please Advise

and comment

Fr. McGrath called at 9:00am this morning, Tuesday,

April 4. He said that of Sioux Falls,

called reporting that Fr. Taylor is wearing his collar.

He is appearing in court on Thursday and in the past

wears his collar to get reduced sentences for some of

his friends. Thursday's case involves a felony charge

against one of th géen living in his house.

work number is

This message also given to Fr. Becker.
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Minutes of Meeting

COLLEGE OF CONSULTORS
August 29, 1995

Diocese of Winona

Opening

Present: Bishop John G. Vlazny, Fathers Roy Literski, Donald Schmitz, Gerald
Mahon, Donald Grubisch, Joseph Keefe, James Timm, John Kunz, James McCauley,

Thomas Jennings, Richard Peiten.

Bishop Vlazny opened the meeting at 1:30 pm at the Diccesan Pagstoral Centex in
Winona with a prayer. The minutes of the previous meeting were noted, and the
NCCB documents comprising Restoring Trust were distributed.

Figscal Report 1994--9%5

Mr. John Broadwater entered the meeting in order to review the financial report
for the diocese, for which an audit is being completed.

Annual Diocesan Appeal

Bishop Vlazny reviewed the results of the appeal as of August 25, including this
year's new telemarketing aspects, He indicated that the Diocese will be
gearching for a replacement for James Driscoll who resigned as Director of
Stewardship on June 14, and that the office will probably be envisioned as
comprising stewardship and evangelization. The skills required will entail a
careful search for someone who consequently would not start earlier than January

1.

The possibility of shifting the relative balance of funds raised through the
appeal and the assessment was discussed. It was decided to re-visit the question
next year, with an eye toward the possibility of lowering the assessment and
raising the appeal goal — perhaps incrementally on an annual basis. Support was
also offered for continuing the two-thirds rebate to parishes which exceed their

goal.,

Pastoral Situations

DOWO001847



After Bishop Vlazny reviewed the situation of Father Robert Taylor, the
consultors resolved that, "having Heard the approaches of Bishép Vlazny toward
Father Taylor, we recommend that he pursue efforts to have him receive treatment
already suggested by professional evaluation," moved by Schmitz, seconded by
Keefe, and passed unanimously.

Adjournment: 4:30 p.m.

Respectfilly Submitted,

Dkt

Rev. William M. Becker
Acting Seceretary
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October 13, 1995

Reverend Robert H. Taylor
317 North Prairie
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57104

Dear Bob,

Far too many months have passed since we last had the ovportunity to visit.
I tried calling you when I was in Adrian for funeral, but
apparently things did not work out. You may not even have been interested
at the time in my invitation to get together.

But, Bob, I do write with the hope that you would be willing to visit with
me once again about your situation. Several weeks ago at the meeting of the
Consultors I was encouraged to reach out again and seek reconciliation and
resolution to the prolonged awkwardness of your situation. I will be coming
to the western part of the diocese on several occasions in the coming weeks
and would be delighted to visit with you once again. If you would be willing
to approach me again about this matter, I would do my best to make myself
available at a convenient time. If you would find it more appropriate to
visit with me in the company of a brother priest, I would be open to that

possibility as well,

At any rate, Bob, 1t would be good to hear from you and I would like to stay
in touch, even i1f the resolution of our current dilemma is not immediately
achievable. Please know that you have the support of my prayers and I assure
you that I write with your personal well-being uppermost in my mind and heart.

God bless.
Your brother in the Lord,

+ 0 el - Vel e wesy,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm
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e DIOCESE OF WINONA
i\
Office of The Bishop PASTORAL CENTER

June 27, 2002

Robert Taylor

Apt. 1

109 N Duluth Ave.
Sioux Falls SD 57104

Dear Father Taylor:

It has been three and a half years now since I have been appointed the Bishop of the
Diocese of Winona. During this time, ] have not had the occasion to meet with you.

I would like to have the opportunity of sitting down with you and talking about your
present status and situation in life. I will be on vacation the first two weeks of July but I
would like to arrange a time and a place to meet with you. I am willing to come to visit
you in your home city or invite you to come to Winona or to meet at any designated place
that is mutually convenient for both of us. May I ask you to please call my secretary,
(507-454-4643) and arrange an appropriate time before September 1, 2002.

I hope that you are in good health and that you have adjusted well to your present
situation. I look forward to meeting with you.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Vs

Most Rev. Bernard J. Harrifigton
Bishop of Winona

BIH/jt

55 West Sanborn Street m PO Box 588 8 Winona, MN 5359087
—ll-]uplmnu: 507/454-1643 n Fax: 307/434-8100 w E-mail: l)lmrring((l (lm\'.urg
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DIOCESE OF WINONA

Office of The Bishop PASTORAL CENTER

Memo

From: ¥ Bernard J. Harrington
Date: August 16, 2002
Subject: Pastoral visit with Father Robert Taylor

On Friday, August 16, 2002, I met with Father Robert Taylor, a priest of the diocese, at the
rectory of St. Adrian, Adrian, Minnesota.

Father Taylor was suspended in 1995 by Bishop Vlazny. Having resigned his pastorate at the
parishes of St. Leo, Pipestone and St. Martin’s, Woodstock and refused the assignment of going

for therapy at St. Luke’s Institute in Maryland.

At the present time, Bob Taylor is 73 years of age and he is living in Sioux Falls, South Dakota
approximately two blocks from the Cathedral. I assume that this is his apartment building that he

owns.

Since being relieved of his pastoral responsibilities, Father worked with recently released
prisoners in the process of rehabilitation. This past year, he has been working on migrant
problems with Hispanics. He has self educated himself in immigration law and tries to assist

illegal immigrants with their status and immigration problems.

Bob has mentioned that he has many friends and that there are always people at his home. He
has extended an invitation to stop in at any time. At the same time, he does not seem to have

much contact with priests of the diocese.

Bob Taylor still categorically denies any sexual abuse with a young man at St. Pius Church.

He does not have obvious anger or animosity against Bishop Vlazny or the institutional church at
this time. He does keep the Sunday obligation (as he says, “Why not.”). He does celebrate Mass
privately “as the Spirit moves him.” He seems to keep the big Feast Days. He does say his
breviary, but once again as the Spirit moves him. He mentions that he does more spiritual
reading now than ever before. He has done quite a bit of reading in Indian spirituality especially

the Lakota.

55 West Sanborn Street m PO Box 588 » Winona, MN 55987
Telephone: 507/454-4643 w Fax: 507/454-8106 8 E-mail: bharring@dow.org
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I'asked him how he felt about the present situation of the Church. He did not express any strong
feelings one way or another. He had one interesting comment that many of the people that he
deals with now think that all priests are molesters.

He does not function in any formal ministries nor does he ever present himself as a priest nor
dress as a priest. Most people do not know of his priestly background. However, he does direct
many Hispanic people back to the Church. He encourages them to go to the Guadalupe Chapel
on the east side of Sioux Falls. He mentions that he has probably brought back more people to
the Church during the past six years than the previous twenty years.

Linitiated a discussion about his future status. I outlined three possibilities. 1. That he come
back to the diocese and go for treatment as was directed by Archbishop Vlazny. 2. That he write
a letter seeking retirement and then resign from any formal form of ministry. 3. To voluntarily
ask for laicization, With regards to the first proposition, he doesn’t agree that he needs treatment
and is not too open to this suggestion. With regards to the proposal for laicization, he is opposed
to such an action. He feels he is priest and he is not interested in laicization. With regards to
retirement and resignation from formal priestly ministry, I mentioned that I feel uncomfortable
with this proposal since I have no safeguards in place about his conduct. However, I would look
into the proposal. I asked Bob Taylor to write me a letter commenting on these three proposals
and this would continue the dialogue.

One thing that he does feel bad about at the present time is that none of the neighboring diocesan
clergy have any contact or visit him. He feels an alienation although maybe he has taken no steps
to alleviate the alienation. Secondly, the difficulty with family situations, for example, at

funerals. Bob does not perform any priestly roles but he has taken the wake, He considers that a

prayer leader at a wake service is not a priestly function.

In the course of our final discussion, I did mention to him that the diocese has divested jtself of
the Atlanta, Georgia and the Arizona properties.
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The names and addresses of the incorporatars:

ARTICLE X mm

MIGUEL A PUENTES —.. 108 NDULUTH AVE SIQUX FALLS, .0 zIp 57104
ROBERT H TAYLOR _ 109 N DULUTH AVE S10UX FALLS, §.D ZIp 57104
CODY DEAN PHIPPS . 6200 N CLIFF AVE # 113 SI0UX FALLS, §.D Zip 57104

- ZIp -

These articles msy be amended in the manney authorized by Law at the 1itae of amendiment.

Executed on the i - dayof __ W 2000

Signature qﬂiﬁ.-urpomtny}
|" -/ 'i"b

o

3

.

Bou2ml
My Commission Expires
Y

Notarial Sealf * ANééLA ;( MAY' ity -.

m 'fgfr:zﬂv PUBLIC
e ‘mns‘éi?f'.lf Bi

CONSENT OF APPOINTMENT BY THE REGISTERED AGENT

1, MIGUEL A PUENTES » hereby give my consent to serva us the
a f Registered Agant
(Mame of Regigrsd MR survIcE CENTER

registered agent for

{Corporate Nate)

Dated / &/ "'Z’e Z

of Kegisterad Agen‘;)

FILING FEE: $20 Make check payable ta the Secretary of State

INSTRUCTIONS:

L. Three or more natural persens of the age of majcrity may act as incorporators of a corporation

2. The signalures of each of the incorporators is to be signed in the presence of g notary public.

3. Every corporation is required to continuously mairiain a resident of this stare as a registered agent for
service of' process. The Consent of Appointment giust be signed by the Iggistered agent listed i

Article V]I,
4. AnDRIGINAL and ONE EXACT OR CONFORMED COPY of the Atticlea of Incorporatinn must be
submitted,
5. The filing fee of $20 must accompany the articies for filing
nsartine. pdf
£9 Fovd 3530017 DI0HIGD LERZPELCSAS 95ipT  EFRZ/18/b0
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SSCRETARY OF sg/mz 1%
STATE CARIT ARTICLES OF mc&ﬂ%% ON

@2‘09 o dﬁ‘
ebﬁb‘ ersj b i j ] '5:02’5\60 \\;}t
’iﬁ 5i : t‘;orx'; tik:; pAuc-p;o.sc of forming 2 South Dakota Corporation under SDCL. 417.2 "0k
[poral

]

ARTICLE] e,
TG HISPANIC SERVICE CENTER | & "Q’
ARTICLE 1t 5. <0 b
The period of existence js ___ UNLIMITED ) @k &

ARTICLE 111 %

The purposes for which the corporalion is orgenized,

TO ASISET THE HISPANIC COMMUNITY WITH IMMIGRATION PROBLEMS , WITH TAX
DECLARATIONS WITH LANGUAGE INSTRUGTIONS AND TRANSLATIONS.WITH REFERALS TO
VARIOUS COMMUNITY AND GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES.

ARTICLE IV
Check (%) one: The corporation will have metbers,__ ¥ The cotporation will not haye Wembers,
ARTICLE V

If the corporation is 10 havs one or more classes of members, any provision which the incorporators eleet to
set forth designating the class or clagses of meimbers and stating the qualifications and rights of the members
of each class.
1) ONE PERSON OF HISPANIC NATIONALITY  2) ONE PERSON OF UNITED STATES CITIZENSHIP
3) ONE ORDAINED MINISTER OF THE CATHOLIC GHURCH

ARTICLE VI

If the dircctors are not o be elected or appointed by one or more classes of members, a statement of the
menner in which such directots shall be slected or appcinted. -

VOTING MEMBERS ONLY SHALL ELEGT DIRECTORS

ARTICLE Vit

Any provisions which the incorporators elect to set forth for the regulation of the internal afajrs of the
corporation, including any provision for the distribution of assets on dissolution or final liquidatjon,

BY THE DIRECTION OF VOTING MEMBERSHIP

ARTICLE vIl
The street address, or o statement that there ig 0 street address, of its inizial reglstered office 1s
109 N DULUTH AVE SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAKOTA 210 67104

and the name of its imitial registered agent at such address iy MIGUEL A PUENTES .
ARTICLE IX
The number of directors constituting the initia) board of directors is 9 __ and the names and addresses of the

persons who are to serve ag the initial directors:

MIGUEL A PUENTES 109 N DULUTH AVE SIOUX FALLS, .0 o1p 57104
ROBERT H TAYLOR 108 N DULUTH AVE SIOUX FALLS.$.0 zIp 57104
CODY DEAN PHIPPS 6200 N GLIFF AVE # 113.8I0UXFALLSS.D  1p 47104

F4 | S

CBAZFEESAY GGipT EEAC/TIGB/PO

eyt 3530010 SITIOHIND RT000166
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

Certificate of Incorporation
Nonprofit Corporation

ORGANIZATIONAL ID #: NS012189

I, JOYCE HAZELTINE, Secretary of State of (he State of South Dakota,

hereby certify that the Articles of Incorporation of HISPANIC SERVICE
CENTER duly signed and verified, pursuant to the provisions of the South

Dakota Corporation Act, have been received in this office and are found to
conform to law.

ACCORDINGLY and by virtue of the authority vested in me by law, I hereby
issued this Certificate of Incorporation and attach hereto a duplicate of the
Articles of Incorporation,

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, T
have hereunto set my hand and
affixed the Great Seal of the State of
South Dakota, at Pietre, the Capital,
this December 20, 2002.

S Aol

Joyce Hazeltine
Secretary of State

JE3D0IT OITOHLED ZEBTLEESAD 3G:pT

£RAZ/TA/PB
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Receipt Nutnber: } [ (D L/%¢
File Number  NS(12189 “ll

i

NEOT2A1

I

Y

AR A A

= L I NC AT

-

CERTIFICATE_OF_INCORPORATION

R ARAIEAAD]

cE I FX QA

For

HISPANIC SERVICE CENTER,

Filed at the requeat of:

MIGUEL PUENTES
100 N BULUTH AVE
SIQUXFALLS §D 37104

State of South Dakota
Office of the Secretary of State

Filed in the office of the Secretary of State on: Friday, December 20, 2002

7
Secretary of State

Feo Rocelved:  $20

ag  Fwd 3532010 SII0HLED TROCFEESHA  95:ipT  SE6Z/18/P0
RT000168



RT

TR W

it

TO PROMOTE DIFFERENT CULTURAL ACTIVITIES OF THE VARIOUZ
HISPANIC COUNTRIEE REPRESENTED IN THE AREA. TO GIVE
ORIENTATION IN PERTINENT MATTERS OF CONCERN.

ADDENDUIMM ARTICLE ITIX

P@  3ovd 3530010 OIIOHLYD ZEQZPEZSEI  95iPT  EBBZ/TIA/DA
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RT DIOCESE OF WINONA
Office of The Bishop PASTORAL CENTER

April 29, 2003

Joyce Hazeltine
Secretary of State
State of South Dakota
500 E Capitol

Pierre SD 57501

Dear Secretary of State:

It has recently come to my attention that the Articles of Incorporation for the Hispanic Service
Center, a South Dakota corporation under SDCL 47-22 of the South Dakota non-profit
corporation act, said Articles filed on December 3, 2002, lists as a director of the initial Board of
Directors, Robert H. Taylor, 109 N Duluth Ave, Sioux Falls, SD 57104 and note that one person

of the corporation is an ordained minister of the Catholic church.

I write to inform you that Robert H. Taylor is an ordained priest of the Catholic church of the
Diocese of Winona. However, Robert Taylor is on a leave of absence from ministry in the
Catholic church and is not authorized by the church to minister in its name. The work he is
doing in conjunction with the Hispanic Service Center is not official work of the Catholic church.

Sincerely in Christ,
+ Zg sma jgﬁgg/ﬂwﬁﬂ?oé
Mbst Rev. Bernard J. Harring#on

Bishop of Winona

BJH:kve

Most Rev. Robert Carlson, Bishop of Catholic Diocese of Sioux Falls
Robert H. Taylor

CC!

53 West Sanhorn Strect # PO Box 388 & Winona, MN 55937
'I'v'uplmncz A07/434-4643 8 Fax: 307/454-3106 » E-mail: I\Imrring({l dow.org
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From: Hennessy, Joel

nt: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 2:34 PM
To: Ann Merchlewitz
Subject: RE: Release of Names
Ann,

Bishop Quinn asked me to update you on information we received from a reporter this morning. The reporter divulged
that she had received phone calls from three separate persons in regards to Fr. Taylor. The calls basically just expressed
shock according to the reporter. It may be nothing but it may also be an indication that you will receive phone calls. This
is just a courtesy message, no response needed.

Please don’t hesitate to call me, if needed. We will continue to keep you informed.

Joel Hennessy

Diocese of Winona Pastoral Center

Director, Office of Mission Advancement & Communications
55 W. Sanborn, PO Box 588, Winona, MN 55987
507.858.1249 Office 507.254.3948 Mobile

From: Ann Merchlewitz [mailto:amerchle@smumn.edu]
ant: Monday, December 09, 2013 3:57 PM

. 0! Hennessy, Joel

Subject: Release of Names

Joel,

Brother William had a conversation with Monsignor Colletti on Friday indicating that one of the names that will
be released by the Diocese of Winona as a result of credible accusations is Rev. Robert Taylor. Monsignor
Colletti reported that Father Taylor was employed at Saint Mary's from 1967-1980. I'have two questions to
which I was hoping you could respond. First, did the credible accusation occur when Father Taylor was at
Saint Mary's? Second, does the Diocese have general talking points on the release of names that you would be
willing to share with me? I think Saint Mary's might get some calls since, I assume, most the names that will be
released are Saint Mary's alumni.

Thanks!

Ann

Ann E. Merchlewitz
Executive Vice President and General Counsel
Qaint Mary's University of Minnesota
. )0 Terrace Heights #30
Winona, MN 55987



507.457.1587 (Work Phone)
507.457.1566 (Fax)
amerchle@smumn.edu
http://www.smumn.edu

NOTICE: The foregoing message (including all attachments) is covered by the Electronic Communication
Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. Sections 2510-2521, is CONFIDENTIAL and may also be protected by ATTORNEY-CLIENT
or other PRIVILEGE. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying,
distribution, use of or reliance on, the contents of this e-mail is prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in
error, please notify me immediately by replying to sending e-mail address and delete this e-mail message from
your computer.



From: Martin, Peter

nt: Tuesday, January 7, 2014 9:03 AM
lo: Stenzel, Marsha
Subject: FW: Priest Abuse Situation

FYI, below is Joel’s response to Mrs. '

From: Hennessy, Joel

Sent: Monday, January 06, 2014 3:13 PM
To: Martin, Peter

Subject: RE: Priest Abuse Situation

I am forwarding this to Msgr. Colletti. | do not know what she is referring to in regards to our plans as published in the
StarTribune. There was no such comment in any of our statements and | did not read anything in that regards in the
stories I've followed. If there was anything published, it was not an official statement or comment of a diocesan
representative.

Proposed message
sk ok ok ok %k ok ok ok ok sk ok ok

Mrs

Thank you for reaching out to the Diocese on behalf of your friend. This is truly a difficult time for all of us but certainly a
most difficult time for families and parishes where the priests served.

Your friend should contact the Victim’s Assistance Coordinator at 507-454-2270, ext. 255. They will receive confidential
and discrete guidance that may lead to the help she is seeking. They are encouraged to call even if they simply suspect
something may have happened.

Your letter below referred to plans published in the Star Tribune for “personal visits” to parishes affected. | missed this
in the Star Tribune. If this was printed, it was not a statement or comment made by the Diocese. At this time there are
no plans to visit parishes because details of the allegations cannot be released or discussed due to the ongoing legal
proceedings.

| want to thank you again for reaching out. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me.

Joel Hennessy

Diocese of Winona Pastoral Center

Director, Office of Mission Advancement & Communications
55 W. Sanborn, PO Box 588, Winona, MN 55987
507.858.1249 Office 507.254.3948 Mobile

Romen Cathols

"i%% Diocese of Winona
Ny
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From: Martin, Peter
Sent: Monday, January 06, 2014 2:07 PM



To: Hennessy, Joel
Subject: FW: Priest Abuse Situation

Joel,

what are your thoughts on the below request?

From: Stenzel, Marsha

Sent: Monday, January 06, 2014 1:40 PM
To: Martin, Peter

Subject: FW: Priest Abuse Situation

From: _

Sent: Monday, January vo, 2014 1:37 PM
To: Stenzel, Marsha

Subject: Priest Abuse Situation

Hi Marsha,
| hope you had a Blessed Christmas with family and friends and that the New Year is a good one for you.

I’'m not sure if you are the proper person to contact, but | realize you will know where to forward this

letter. As you are aware, one of the priests listed in the Winona Diocese release that listed priests accused of

sexual misconduct has listed Robert Taylor as one of the accused. Father Taylor served several years in our
arish, St. Mary’s of Madelia. Two of my children served with Father Taylor at many Masses. My children
.ave no comments on any type of abuse relating to them. However, a parent in our parish called and was

very upset with the news, as her son also was a server for Father Taylor. She read in the Star Tribune where

there may be personal visits made to each parish where Father Taylor (and other accused priests)

worked. She would like to see this happen with a notice put in the bulletin announcing that someone is

coming to talk to our parish and to any parishioners who may have questions. She also would like to know

what types of abuse he may have been charged with. In addition, | know there are other parishioners who

may also have questions.

| promised this parent | would contact you after the holiday season. I'm sending this off to you in hopes of
receiving some type of answer. | know this parent is concerned over possible ramifications that may have
occurred within their family. I'm hoping there is a plan to follow through with the plans that were listed in the
Star Tribune. | would appreciate it if there is some type of positive feedback | can relay. More than ever, we
Catholics need to continue to pray for our church and our parish families. We need to provide hope and
healing to those affected by any abuse they may have been subjected to.

| see your articles in the Courier and | thank you for all you do for the Diocese.

Blessings to you... St. Mary’s Parish in Madelia



From: Gerald Kosse <pastor@triparishmn.org>

nt: Tuesday, February 18, 2014 2:35 PM
ro: Colletti, Msgr. Richard
Subject: Bulletin article on the sexual abuse by priests
Attachments: DOW Child Sexual Abuse Policy Information with the names of the four priests.docx

Dear Msgr. Richard Colletti,
Here is the article that | revised which | will insert in a future bulletin with the names of the four priests that served at St.
Joseph, St. Leo, and St. Martin. |did not translate it into Spanish as it did not affect them. Again, a parishioner

approached me saying that we should name them as they served in the three parishes. No one has so far come to me
and spoke to any abuse by these four priest.

| will wait for your response.
Thanks!

Msgr. Gerald Kosse



Diocese of Winona - Child Sexual Abuse Policy Information

The Diocese of Winona will provide a prompt, appropriate and
compassionate response to reporters of sexual abuse of a child by any the
following priests, Fr. Sylvester Brown, Fr. Robert Taylor, Fr. William Curtis,
and Fr. Richard Hatch, who have been accused of sexual abuse and who
served in our three parishes of St. Joseph, St. Leo, and St. Martin, and by
any other diocesan agent (employees, volunteers, vendors, religious or
clergy). Anyone wishing to make a report of an allegation of sexual abuse
should call the Victim Assistance Coordinator at (507)454-2270, Extension
255. A caller will be asked to provide his or her name and telephone
number. Individuals are also encouraged to take their reports directly to
civil authorities. The Diocese of Winona is committed to protecting children,
young people and other vulnerable people in our schools, parishes and
ministries. The diocesan policy is available on the diocesan web site at
www.dow.org under the Safe Environment Program. If you have any
questions about the Diocese of Winona's implementation of the Charter for
the Protection of Children and Young People, please contact Peter Martin
by calling (507)858-1264 or email pmartin@dow.org.
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Procedimientos diocesanos para hacer frente al abuso sexual de menores
La Didcesis de Winona se ha comprometido a proteger a los nifos, los
jévenes y otras personas vulnerables en nuestras escuelas, parroquias y
actividades apostélicas. Tenemos un cuidado especial y la intencién
permanente de atender eventuales victimas de abuso sexual y sus familias.
Para informarnos sobre alegaciones actuales de abuso sexual por parte de
miembros del clero o empleados laicos o voluntarios en la Didcesis de
Winona contacte: (507)454-2270, Extensién 255 Victimas de abuso sexual,
ademas de contactar a las autoridades civiles, se les pide de dirigirse a la



didcesis para recibir asistencia pastoral. El Coordinado de Asistencia a la
Victim le proveera tal asistencia.
http://www.dow.org/Departments/Life/SafeEnvironmentProgram.aspx



Robert H. Tavlor

Status: Deceased

DOB: 6/13/1930 in Adrian Minnesota Parents: Bryan C. and Carolyn (Krapfl) Taylor
DOD: 5/10/2012

Education:

1950 - 1953 — Attended Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary in Winona
1953 - 1957 — Attended North American College in Rome

Ordained 12/16/1956 at North American College in Rome by Most Rev. Martin J. O'Connor

Assignments:

8/13/1957 -
8/30/1960 -
8/30/1960 -
6/16/1961 -
6/16/1961 -
1962-1963 -
2/1964 -
8/18/1982 -
10/4/1984 -
6/5/1985 -
8/1/1985 -
8/16/1990 -
6/29/1994 -
5/10/2012 -
5/14/2012 -
5/15/2012 -

Parochial Vicar for Saint John in Rochester

Parochial Vicar for Saint Stanislaus in Winona

Instructor for Cotter High School in Winona, in addition to above

Instructor for Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary in Winona

Instructor for Saint Mary's College in Winona

Graduate study Latin and Greek at the Catholic University in Washington DC

Instructor for St Mary's College in Winona with residence at [HM Seminary in Winona
Pastor for Saint Pius X in Rochester

Pastor for Saint Mary in Madelia

Pastor for Holy Family in Lake Crystal

Pastor for Saint Katherine in Truman - in addition to above

Pastor for Saint Leo in Pipestone, Saint Martin in Woodstock

Leave of absence granted and faculties removed - residence in Sioux Falls South Dakota
Died at Sioux Falls South Dakota

Visitation at the Dingmann Funeral Home in Adrian

Mass of Christian Burial at Saint Adrian in Adrian with Very Rev. Richard M. Colletti, Vicar
General, presiding and priests of the diocese concelebrating with burial at Saint Adrian Cemetery

in Adrian



