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January 20, 1948

Very Reverend FPhilip K, Matthewa
8t. Joht the Baptist Church

310 8. Broad Street .
Mankato, Minnesota

Dear Fathor Matthewsl

I have for attention your letter of January
12, addresapd to Hie E:nellsgoy, regarding Sal Brown,
a prosgpeetive seminarian, our weym reoommendation aof -
 this young men is most encouraging. It will be a
pleasure %o acoept him as a ocandidate for the pricete
hood in the Dioccess of Winona am aoon as he has oome
pleted his High Sohool studies,

- A form for petitioning affiliation with the
Dicoese of Winona will be gent to him in due .time
and you, will elso recleve & form to be completed in
reocommonding this oandidate.

The matter of ochoosing a College for this
young man will be attended to as soon ae his formal
petition has been aocepted and a transoript of his
High School credits has reached the Charcery, I am
sure thnt you will oontinue to enocourage him in his
wvorthy ambition.

With all beat wikhes, I remain
Yours sinoerely in Christ,

Ghanoellox
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Febrvary 9, 1948

Very Reverend Philip E, Matthews
8%, John's Otuich

310 8, Broad Styect

Mankato, Minnesota

Deay Father Matthewsi

. I enclose herawith a Seminariay Petition
for Affillation with the Diocess of Winoha whioh ¢
would mgk you to tranamit to Sal Brown #hose name Fou
regently subtmitted fos a cand the priecte.
hood in thls dlocese, I also enclose & form for
yourself whioh you may use in giving your reacommendaw
tion of My, Brown as a candldate for the priesthood,
Pleage ask thhs young man to forward his baptismal
cartifioate, donfirmation certificate, and parenta’
marriege certificate to the Chancery slong with hig
Petition for Affiliation, These matters should be
attended to without undue deley ao that arrangements
can be made for Mr, Browm:ito enter college next
Beptembex, '

With all beegt wishes and thanking you for
oug k%nd interest in this candidate for the Frleste
ood, I am

Yours sinoerely in Christ,

Ohanoellor

ene, 2
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SEMINARIAN PETIT™~" —~~ ===~
Your Excellenoy,
It is my earnest desire to become a. Priest; and I am fiprm-
1y resolved to take the necessary means to persevere in my vooation.
I humbly beg to be accepted as a atudent for the .Diocese of Winona.

I present this petition entirely of my own free and spontaneous
wlll, with the mdvioe and approval of my confessor. :

Name 53‘-V=5+c * Fraweird “Bwow W

Date of birth S'c?-f. 7) 1930 Plece of birth 54, jﬁdfnﬁ s onszf*s\a
. 4 an e,
Date of Baptilsm 347"17»/:_’, /930  Place of Baptien /) S, ints Chowred

. ‘ . : p Via NI L e,
Father's name O Lyesten B ”““\(Oooupation Foviven h . ake,
If deceased” Date of death /T¢ b. ,2) ry

Mother's maiden neme Friav ces MVe Carxth
If deceased: Date of death g - g 7 P
P 7, :

Religion of father (a Aol e of mother (e +4ho dre
How many children in the family? 7 Boys / Girls /
Name of Parish 54’,3“0\!\(\/['\&/)3“’?4'\'5“&'/ 'V[a.\\ kki“’/M;\"l_‘

Where have you been resident outside of the Dilocese of Winona for
s8ix menths or more elnce your 1l4th birthday? .

Do you labor under any impediment or irregularity? _f\/o
- For what year and oourse will you register? /.s-{'yeal‘ 41[&/‘0

Please give neame and looation of eaoh echool you have attended, also
the period of attendance: '

AL Saints Sukosld — Py
/-/"4 X /‘{4/.1(, g:(h:'aﬁ f/gl{. é’!/ﬂlé-f /_yx
Mas Ke do /g £ Sedoete - Tgn

Were you dlemissed from any school? IV;

" Were you ever a membey of & Rellglous Oommunity? A41
Have you recelved any orders? AAG
On the understanding that the Dioccese of Winona will make payments
for Seminary board and tultion for your Philosophy and Theology
courees (younger students requiring financial aselstance may make
appliocation for necessary loans), do you agrée, if accepted, to ful-
111 the regulations of the Dlocese regarding repayments? o

I enclose a Baptlsmal c¢ertificate, Confirmation ceprtifi-
ocate, and the record of my parenta'! marriage. ' .

With sentiments of reverence and devoticn, I remain

Your Excellency's humblé servant in Christ,

8ignature of Applicant

. Date: W %WW
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RECOMMENDATION OF A CANDI..oro .+ ocer sivn o svmin s irvow

Your Excellenay, )
nr-w @W of this Parish

desires to study/for the priesthood, and in compliance with your re-
queat, I make answer to the followling questlona:

In your opinion does the candidate give evidence of proper motives
in seeking the priesthood? jyba/ i

Are you convinced that he 1s not seeking the priesthood "to enjoy
the easier (according to the common opinion) eleriecal 1ife, to at-
taln honors, to acquire riches more reamdily, or to emcape manual
labor, or to enjoy olerical privileges, such as exemption from mlli-
tary service, or at least to enjoy a higher station"™? 7ﬁ3£} co

Are you convinced from positive signs that the candidate in question
hag a vocation to the priesthood? . .

Do you recommend his acceptance by the Diocese of w1nona?;}£¢/)

Hés he always conducted himself prudently with boys, girle, and women? bt

Does the oandidate seek the prlesthood freely and spontaneously? 7&90

Is_there any danger that he is influgnced by grave fear, absolute or
relative, such as reverentlal fear? :

Is there any preseure being exerted to induce the candid%gz to enter
the priesthood, whether by parents, relatives or others?

Do the oandidate's parente enjoy a good reputatlon? 2§£7 . aﬁhﬁ?’

Is there in the family any lncllnaetion toward drunkenhess?ilr’

Has the candidate inherited Ya dispositlon toward lust which savors
of ataviem®?

SB000294



Ie there among his relatives any epilepsy or inaanity? Zﬁxﬂ;ﬁi/,?Zﬂéimu}
What la your judgment of the physical fitnese of the candidate?/é§47’

¥What te your judgment of his mental ability? é&ﬂﬁf;

What 'Ls your judgment of his moral fitness and character? 7Qk7 254;7/

What 1s your Judgment of his plety? 7éh7cfdbﬁyz

What foreign languages does he know? 2244414
How long have you known the appliecant? /-77&ﬂ4/

Are you yourself a relative of the candidate?ﬁ%&- :
If so, please indioate the names of other Priests who can be inter-
rogated regarding him.

I have just now read Canons 983-988 of the Code of Ganon Law; and on
my own knowledge, after careful inquiry, I attest that the candidate
does not labor under any irregularity or impadiment.

EXCEPTIONS?

Date:
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Maroh 8, 1948

-~

Very Reverend Philip E. Matthews
St. John the Baptist Churoh

310 8. Broad Btreet

Mankato, Minnesota

Deay Father Matthews:

I wish to thank you for the follow~
ing dosuments whiech you have forwarded to the
‘Chanoery on behalf of Bylveatsr Frangie Brown
who sesks to be affiliated wlith the Dlocess
of Winona as & candidate for the priesthoodk

(1) Your recommendation of Sylvester
Brown

(2) 8ylvester Brown's Baptismal ocer~
tificate and Confirmation certifi-
aate .

(3) Marriage certifioate of 8ylvestar
Brown'e parents . :

(4) Sylvester Brown's petition for
affilistion with the Dioocese of
Winoha

o when these doouments shall have been -
examined by Hie Exoellenoy both you and Bylvester
Brown will be informed ns to what declislon has
been renched in regnrd to the latters applioa-
tion for Affiliation with the Diloocese of Winona.

Thanking you for'your kind interest
in this ocandldate for the priesthood, I remiin

Yours singerely in Christ,

Chanceller

SB000304



Maroch 15, 1648

Reverend Goorge H. 8pelts
8t. Mary's College
¥inona, Hinnesota

Dear Father 8pel%a:

The enclosed 18 being dent to you
for your information, I am sure that 1f thls
young man should come to the college dubing
the Spring you will help him in preparing
hie course of studlea for negt Seplember.

With all best wishes, I remain

Tours qinoerel& in Christ,

Onangellor

ang.
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Maroh 15, 1948

Brother Josl, F.8.0.
8t. Mary's Gollege
¥inona, Minnesota

Dear Brother Joel:

I wm wrliting to/inform you that

1lves f 8t., John the Baptist
Parigh of Mankato has been nooepted by His
Exoellenoy aas a oandidate for the priesthood
in this diococeas and that he has been instructed
to repory at St. Mary's College without dalay
80 that he may begin his atudies ses a freshman
in 8eptember.

With cordial greetinga end All best
wishes to you and my other friends at St.
Maryls, I remain

Yours sinoerely in Ohrist,

Ohancellor

SB000306
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Maroh 1@, 1948

Very Rev. Philip E. Matthevs
8t. John the Baptist Churdh
310 8. Brond 8treset :
Monkato, Minnesota

Dear Father Matthews!

I enclose herewith my lotter of
acoeptanoce for Bylvester Franols Brown and
ask your kindness in transmitting sdpe to
this young man i1f 1t 1e satisfaotory. 8ince
oolleges have so many applications for
reglstrations in thece days,it is a matter
of great importance that Byivestr be en-
oouraged to make his reservation at 8¢.
Mary's inmedistely.

e Hith sentiments of esteem and with
all beat wishes, I remain ' o

Sincerely yours in Chriet,

Ooadjutor Bishop of Winona

anc.

H B e DR Lk a2 Sl
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March 18, 1848

Bylveater Pranc)s Brown
Hankato,‘uinnesggﬁ

Dear Bylveatery

fome days ago I received through your pastor your petition
for affiliation as a atudent for the priesthoed in the Diocese of
Winona. I am pleased %o encourage you in this praiseworthy ambi-
tiony and I desire harewith to acoept you formally as one of our
seminarians. In doing so, I wish to assure you of my prayers that
you may persevere in your worthy desire and that you may beoome
a holy and rzealous priest in the Dioocese of Winona.

The certifiont§e of PouriBaptism, your Oonfirmslion, and
of the marriage of your parents', which acoompanied your petition,
will be kept on £ile hexe until such time as they are.needed for
the major seminary. "

In regard %o your studles for the priesthood, I would
urge that you make immediate applioation at Bt. Mary's Qollege,
Winona, to be acoepted for the beginning of the new academic year
whioh begins in September. It 1s important that your applioation

or reglastration be sent to B8t. Mary's at the earliest date.

In regard to the expenses conneoted with your studies
it will, of course, be necessary for you to defray all expenses
for your firat two years of (ollege. For the suoceedlng years you
will be entitled to the maslstanoe made possible by the offerings
reselved from the purishes for the training of priests; but the
obligation 18 accepted by the student to refund after ordination
£126.00 for each socholagtio year he wae supported by the Dicosse.
In the event of a ohange of plans the full amount advanoed becomes
payable when a student disdontinues hlas atudies; but oapacity to -
pay will, of courae, govern the terms of settlement. . v

¥ith sentiments of easteem and with all beat wighas,
I remain

8inoarely yours in Chriat,

Goadjutor Blshop of Winona

SB000308




October 1, 1948

TO WHOM IT MAY CORCERN:

This 18 to éertity that 8ylvester
Brown, Mankato, Minnesota, 1a a student pre-
paring for the gathélic prieathoodlunder the
directlon of the ocompetent ecoleslaetiogl
authorities of the Dioosge of Winona; and
that he 1s satisfaotorlily pﬁreuing a fulle
time agourse of ingtruction at S8t. Mary's
College, Winona, Hinnesota, & recognized

theologicel or divinlity sohool.

JondJutor Blshop of Winona

s AT

<y AR ST PRI L N

SB000309



Full name: 5":34 lv ¢cste « F._ " Brownl

Home Address: Route Ho | Masw ato

Gounty:/B e E avtl, State: I\/(, WNe s a'.{'gg

For what year of studies are i/ou enrolled?_Jf g7, ' 2
If youx: olessification 1s doubtful for any reason, please explaini

Have you registered for Selective Service? /\/e Ky

Where did you reglstert_ v w o . a
How much of G.I.B1ill Benefits do you have (inoluding this year)?

Whet is the date of your Mirth? Septeveben o, /1770

m-é"“;%ﬁ J/M _
Present address ,Zf@ 4’ %

Date:_m 22 /758
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Riveese of Winor
279 HARRIET STREET
Rinonx, SMiunceota

Dear Seminarian,

Your kindness is requested in completing the followlng ques-
tionnalre and returning same to thie office at your earllest conven-
lence. I sincerely hope that you will have a pleasant and profitable
year of study. Please feel free to write to me at any time on any
problem that you may have.

. With cordial greétings and all best wishes, I remain
8incerely yours in Chriast,

"i’f,_( Aaa sl P Aoo Pl
October 1, 1949 Chancellor

A S N A

Full name: Z,

Aome address:’ W P
County: M@ State: M
For what year of studles are you presently enrolled?’_m_

If your academic classlfication le doubtful for any réason, please
explaln

If you are & Veteran, pleasss atate the emount of G.I. Bill benefits
whioh mre still avallable to you {(including the present year): __

Where d1d you spend your summer holidays? (e¢ive addresses)
R s A B A P
gt #F
pasaZ, s

If you worked during the past summer, please state the name and ad-

dress of your employer and the name and address of the pastor of
your place of work: . /
i 5 e -

r"
If you worked, pleasge a:gplain the na.;,u:pfg of the work in which you
- A i o8,

{N.B. Be careful to answer all questions) j _
Signature ',‘-,-% /w% N . %’jm,&
Present address : Jan gl 7

-

a
P b e

2 g o Setpret Gtligdd L 7 s
Date _ Sl 2, 1Py T ;’ﬁﬁzﬁy,’a B

/’JJ‘// Ay ;/.:-'Jzy‘;-ﬁ’ »
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Saint Mary’s Collene

Winona, Minnegota

Sylvester Brown
Jan. 27, 1951

Report of
for SEMESTER ending

r 7]

L
(This grade report may not be used for transference of credit to another institution.)

Course No, Title of Course }(I::s Grade

A

Ph33 | Cosmology 3 | Of

Signifi f
Ph37 |Hist of Phil 8 | B | ciaden A cucd
en'tE:I Bt' good; g,
L H )
137 |adv Latin Prse 2 | B~ || Buely paoeds B
not passed (condi- -
tioned); Inc., work
G/ unﬁnisheé; T,
I'éziled 3 W],’ wll.hdrewir).
m eCO
Ed33 |Ea Psych 3 | A~ | when nnother ex

aminotion is passed.

H31 Med, Civilization 3

B2l Intro to Literature 3 A=

B s, |

s 5 r
%’éwg;#ﬁﬂégﬁ#ﬂ P
£
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Saint Mary’s College

Winona, Mintegota

Sylvester Broim

Report of
January 26, 1952

for SEMESTER ending

r 1

(This grade report may not be used for transference of credit to another institution.)

Course No. Title of Course 1(1::3 Grade
R4 Seripture 2 A-
Fh4s [ Metaphysics 3 o Significance  of
rud:cs: A, l:!{l:ﬂl-
Phlt3 | General Ethics 3 B | ettt

barely passed; E,
FPhh2 | Theory of Knowledge 2 B E‘;Ee‘é??’iﬁc.f‘%'ﬁi
?uzﬂn{;hﬁdhﬁ !
I45 | St. Augustine 3 | A | By ey
when another ex-
2 A aminatfon is passed.

A

BA41.6| Spec.Methods: Language.

Ed41.7| Spec.Methods: Catechetics 2
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June 21, 1952

Mr, Sylvester Brown
Route 3
Menkato, Minnesota

Dear Sylvester,

I am pleased to assign you to study theology
at the Catholie Univerelty with residence et the Sulpl-
clan Seminary in Waeshington, D. €. I have notifled the
Rector of your apsignment and have informed him that I
will send the necessary papers which are on flle at the
Immeculate Heart of Mary Seminary. I presume that it will
be necessary for you to obtain erother certificate of
health for thelr records. '

I am pure that you will continue the splendid
work end the splrit of cooperation which you have shown
‘during your four years at Immaculate Heart of Mary Semin-

ary. \

Wighing you God's blessing as you begin enother
phase of study 1n preparation for the Holy Priesthood, I
remain _

Sincerely yowrs in Christ,

-

Bishop of Winone

SB000311
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BROWN, SYLVESTER F.

Cenduct: ™B"

Faculty vote:

favorable - 2




! DIOCESE OF WINONA
. STUDENT RECORD
Name. BROWN, Sylvester Fefic..c:«. Sept. 7,.1930 .
Date of Birth
Home addressﬁtoaaMankﬁtoaMinnt St o Ohll’:ir }’(nﬂ Bapti¢
Astct]eigglesd ks — Scholastic i Character Expenses Paid
- —B%. Mary's | e LA %%Md “f“‘"ﬂ ?.g:sl".o o
IHM A i -
Theo.College |52-53 Th.T B S $400.00
_Thea. College 52.53| Th.I B S 400.00
Theo. Col. 53-54 Th.IT B S 400,00
Theo. Col. 53-54 Th.II B s 400 .00
_'Jri‘rﬁ%%. Col. B4-55 TT'% IIJ_I B S lhoo.oo
Lowmas 651 155 gﬁmﬁ%r 86hodl E: B 93'9g
—Trréﬁi CoT. :55"-59 Tr_x.Iv | 72 ] _”“a .. 111,90099“

T r—
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we  Ohe Catholic Qﬁmﬁm:mig of America

namE oF stupent B R O W N

WASHINGTON 17,

SYLVESTER F

GRADE REPORT

|2 8 51

MO, I DAY | YR.

GRADES

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE

CREDIT

GRADE HOURS

GRADUATE

A-EXCELLENT
B8-8UPERIOR
C-SATIBFACTORY AT THE
GRADPUATE LEVEL
F-FAILURE
J)-INCOMPLETE

UNDERGRADUATE

A<HIQHEST DEGREE OF
EXCRLLENCE

B-BUPERIOR WORK, CLEARLY
ABOVE AVHRAOK

C-AVERAGE

D-THRE LOWEST PASOING
GRADE

FsFAILURE

1s-INCOMPLETE

(o]

—A——mor >
DW= 9O 2
OOOWMW—0=

>>»000TCrZo
DDODG—AO

OOZTEOCOoO=Z=2mMmD
VD ——Froox>
mmPrcrmo=sz o

GOHOITIM>NO>=
SCOMmMMmwo

s @The Qatholic Mnitersity of Americs

NAME OF STUDENT

8ROWN

WASHINGTON 17, D,
SYLVESTER F

CO0UODITT I

GRADE REPORT
1 [28]| 57

MO. | DAY | YR.

GRADES

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE

CREDIT

GRADE HOURS

SRADUATE

AVEXCELLENT
B-BUPERIOR
C-RATIBFACTORY AT THI
GRADUATR LEVEL
F-FAILURE
I-INCOMPLETE

UNDERGRADUATE

A-HIGHEST DEGREE OF
EXCELLENCE

B-SUPERIOR WORK, CLEARLY
AHOVE AVERAUE

C-AVERAGE

D-THE LOWESBT PASBING
GRADE

F-FAILURE

1-INCOMPLETE

RELATIONS To £

SEMINAR I W

T
oM

A 2

guc
EDUCATION C 2
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GR-2

NAME OF STUDENT

The Cuatholic Wnivergity of Americs

WASHINGTON 17, D. C.

BROWN SYLVESTER F

REPORT
27 |54

‘

GRADE

MO, | DAY YR.

GRADES
GRADUATE

AEXCELLENT
B.SUFERIOR
C-SATIBFACTORY AT THE
GRADUATE LEVEL
F-FAILURE
I-INCOMPLETE

UNDERGRADUATE

A-HIGHEST DEGREE OF
EXCELLENCE

B-SUPERIOR WORK, CLEARL
ADOVE AVERAGE

C-AVERAGE

D-THE LOWEST PASSING
QRADE

F-FAILURE

I-INCOMPLETE

GR-LZ

NAME OF BTUDENT

DESCRIPTION O

GRADES
GRADUATE

A-EXCELLENT

B-SUPERIOR

C-SATISFACTORY AT THE
GRADUATE LEVEL

FPPAILURE

1-INCOMPLETE

UNDERGRADUATE

A-HIGHEST DEGREE OF
EXCELLENGE

B-PUFERIOR WORK, CLEARLY

ABQVE AVERAGE
C-AVERAGE
D-THE LOWEST PABBING
GRADE
W-FAILURE
J-INCOMPLETE

NAME OF STUDENT

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE

CREDIT

GRADE
HOURS

mw=

TICro
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- TOO0—
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20 > T O >
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m

O Z
mro (9]

MMIMm>»>T 0O
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@he Cathulic Hnigersity of America

ASHINGTON 17. D. C.

BROWN SYLVESTER F
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The Catholic Unidersity of Amerivs

WASHINGTON 17, D. C.

SYLVESTER F
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GRADE REPORT

6 21853

:EEZ pav | YR
CREDIT
HOURS

GRADE

< O
w

O—-—0 =
<230

ODOTD D@

REPORT
9

DAY

GRADE

51

Ma. YR.

GRADES

GRADUATE

A-EXCELLENT
B-BUPERIOR
C-SATIBFACTORY AT THE
GRADUATE LEVEL
F-FAILURE
I-INCOMPLETE

UNDERGRADUATE

A-HICHEBT DEGREE OF
EXCELLENCE

B-BUPERICR WORK, CLEARLY
ABOVE AVERAGE

C-AVERAGE

D-THE LOWEST PAGSING
GRADR

F-FAILURE

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE

CREDIT

GRADE HOURS

LR

O f
R el

2l E RELATIORS TO
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E
}
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[
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Theological College

401 MICHIGAN AVE, N E.
WASHINGTON 17, D. C.

P "'-.' % o g i P . ?r.
; ﬁ’ e A A r,oe’fe gt ,aa&,"é!b- }75, S #2
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v
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v P Lptibe 425 T Ll

i s o s
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f#rzf;.-é/ RV o7 SN S 7 "f ;f“ . {"
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L
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Theological College

401 Michigan Ave., N. H. Waskingten 17, D, C.

Sylvester F« Brown

Candldate for Tonsure and Minor Orders

Opinion of the Rector and Faoulty

One is immediately impressed by the bright, friemndly, and ohild=like dig=
position of this young man. He is e perfeot gentleman end is extremely
kind In his dealings with others. It follows quite naturally that he is
very popular with hls fellow students, He ls observant of the rule and
llves the seminary life complstely. He is deeply religious. We fesl

that he will make en excellent priest.

A TN (kMK
- /John Ps MoCormick, SeS.,
Wbl 8. Morne, 5.8,

Williem S, Morris, S5.S.,
Vice=Reotor

May 10, 1954
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Theological College

401 Michigan Ave,, N. E. Washington 17, D. C.
May 11, 1954

The Most Reverend Edward As Fitzgerald, D.D.,
Bishop of Winona,

276 Harriet Street,

Winone, Mlnnesotae

Your Excellexoays

I have consulted the seminary feculity, and we recommend that
Your Excellency call to firet dlerical tonsure and all minor orders
SYLVESTER FRANCIS BROWN
JAMES AMBROSE MoCAULEY
students of the Diocess of Winomnae

Herowith I enclose for the Chancery filess

Recborts testimonial (for all ordinmnds)
Potition for tonsurengnd minor orders
Faoulty opinione

For Mrs MeCauley there is also enclosed a testimonial letter
from the Arohdioossee of Los Angeles.

Cortifioates of baptimm, confirmation, and parentat marriage
are in our files and ars in orders

If Your Exocellency wishes these young men to receive tonsure
and minor orders in our ordinations of June le2, would you kindly foze
ward the necessgry dimissorial letter? A fom 1s enclosed for Your
Exoellenay!s oconvenlnsce.

With cordisl best wishes, I em
Your sdevoted servant in [Jhéiat,
S “( Lok SF
< /

/ Jolm Pe MoCormick, S.8,

o
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Juramentum ab eis praestandum qui subdiaconi ordinantur

Ego.s;rlraa-herﬂrown.
jurejurando affirmo me animum hebere mancipandi me in perpetuum
Dioecest... WLRODOMAL w...........c.oovvrmerrvsrsonsnereroooeooesseesesoesoeo.

S8ic me Deus adjuvet et haec sancta ' Dei Evangelia,

- Datum.._ Washingtonii.......... die... 3a... mensis..., Aprllie. anni 1955,

. TN Bk £F Mooy, Lrit)

Reator..Colls. Theols Washingtonens

Testis
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FORMULA PROFESSIONIS FIDEI ET IURISIURANDI
A SUMMO PONTIFICE PIO PAPA X PRAESCRIPTA

“Pracipimus . . . . . . ut prater fidei professionem, iusiurandum’
det” (doctor in Seminario) “Antistiti suo, secundum adiectam infra formulam,
et subscripto nomine, o ‘ o

Iugiurandum hoc. premissa Fidei professione per formulam a sa, me,,
Decessore Nostro Pio IV prescriptam, cum adiectis definitionibns . Concilii
Vatican; suo Antistiti item dabunt: . L

I. Cleriei maioribus ordinibus initiandi; quorum - singulis antea
tradatur exemplar tum professionis fidei,. tum formulse edendi iurisinrandi
ut eas accurate prenoscant, adiecta violati iurisiurandi, ut, infra, sanctione.

II. Sacerdotes confessionibus excipiendis destinati et sacri concion-
atores, antequam facultate donentur ea munia exercendi; . o
III. Parochi, Canonici, Beneflciarii anie ineundam beneficii posses-
slonem, ‘ o _ ' L
IV. Officidles in curiis episcopalibus et ecclesiasticis tribunalibus, haud
exceptis Vicario generali et iudicibus, . I

V. Adlecti concionibus habendia per quadragesinue tempus. | ,

VI Officiales omnes in Romanis Congregationibus vel tribunalibus .
coram Cardinali Prefecto vel Becretario ciusdem sive Congregationis sive
tribunalis, : . ' . .

- VIL Religiosarum familiarum Congregationumque Moderatores et Doc-
tores antequanm ineant officium, : : - o

Professionis fidei, quam diximus, editique jurisiviandi documenta, peculi- -
aribns in tabulis penes Curias episcopales adserventur, itemque penes Roma-
narum Congregationnm sua queque officia, Si quis antem, quod Deus avertat,
ivsiurandwmin violare ausus fuerit, ad Bancti Officii tribunal illico deferatur.”

Motu Proprio “Secrorum Antistitum” diel I Septembris, MCMX.

PROFESSIO ORTHODOXAE FIDEIL

IUXTA FORMAM A SUMMIS PONTIFICIBUS PIO IV ET
' ' PIO IX PRAESCRIPTAM

Bgo_, Sylwester Brown, .. ..

firma fide credo et proflteor omnia et
singula, quse continentur in Symbolo
fidei, quo Sancta Romana Ecclesia uti-
tur, videlicet: Credo in unum Deum
Patrem omnipotentem, factorem celi et
terrm, visibilium omnfum et invisi-

bilium, Bt in unum Dominum Iesum
Christum filium Dei unigenitum, et ex
Patre natum. ante omnia s@cula, Deum
de Deo, lumen de lumine, Deum vernm
de Deo vero, genitum non factum, con-
substantialem Patri, per quem omnia
facta sunt, qui propter nos homines et
propter nostram salutem descendit de
ceelis. Et incarnatus est de Spiritu
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Sancto ex' Maria Virgine, et homo
factus est. Crucifixus etiam pro nobis,
sub Pontio Pilato passus et sepultus
est. It resurrexit tertia die secundum
Bcripturas. Et ascendit in ceelum,
sedet ad dexteram Patris; et iterum
venturus est cum gloria iudicare vivos
et mortuos, cuius regni non erit finis.
Et in Spiritum Sanctum, Dominum et
vivificantem, qui ex Patre Filioque
procedit; qui cum Patre et Filio
simul adoratur, et conglorificatur, qui
logquutus est per prophetas. Et unam,
sanctam, catholicam et apostolicam
Ecclesiam. Confiteor unum baptisma
in remissionem peccatorum. Et ex-
pecto resurrectionem mortuorum, et
vitam venturi seculi, Amen.
Apostolicas et ecclesiasticas tradi-
tiones reliquasque eiusdem Icclesie
observationes et constitutiones firmis-
gime admitto et amplector. ITiem
gacram Scripturam iuxta eum sensum,
guem tenuit et tenet mancta mater
Ecclesia, cuiug est iudicare de vero
sensu et interprefulione sacrarum
Scripturarum, admitto, nec cam un-
quam, nisi iuxta unanimem consensum
Patrum, accipiam et interpretabor,
Profiteor quoque septem esse vere et
proprie Sacramenta nove legis a Iesu
Ohristo Domino Nostro instituta, atque
ad salutem humani generis, licet non
omnia singulis, necessaria, scilicet, Bap-
tismum, Confirmationem, Eucharistiam,
Penitentiam, Extremam Unctionem,
Ordinem et Matrimonium, illague gra-
tiam conferre; et ex his Baptismum,
Confirmationemn et Ordinem sine sac-
rilegio reiterari non posse. Receptos

quoque et adprobatos Ecclesim cath-

olice ritus in supradictorum omnium
sacrameniorum solemni administra-
tione recipio et admitto. Omnia et
singula, que de peccato originali et de
instiflcatione in sacrosancta Tridentina
Synodo definitn et declarata fuerunt,
amplector et recipio. Profiteor pariter
in Missa offerri Deo verum, proprium
et propitiatorium Sacrificium pro vivis
et defunctis, atque in sanctissimo

Eucharistis Sacramento esse vere,
realiter et substantialiter corpus ef
sanguinem una cum anima et divini-
tate Domini nostri Iesu Christi, fierique
conversionem fotius substantie panis
in corpus, et totius substantie vini
in sanguinem, quam conversionem
catholica Ecelesia transubstantionein
appellat, Fateor etiam sub altera
tantum specie totum atque integrum
Christum, verumque Sacramentum
sumi. Constanter teneo Purgatorium
esse, animasque ibi detentas fideliuin
suffragiis juvari, Similiter et Sanctos
una cum Christo regnantes venerandos
atque invocandos esse, eosque orationes
Deo pro nobis offerre, atque eorum
reliquias esse venerandas, Firmissime
aggero jmagines Christi ac Deipare
semper Virginiy, nec non aliorum
Sanctorum habendas et retinendas
esse, atque eis debitum honorem' ac
venerationem impertiendam. Indulgen-
tiarum etiam potestatem a Christo in
Ecclesia relictam fuisse, fllarumque
ugum christiano populo maxime salu-
tarem esse affirmo. Sanctam, ecatho-
licam et apostolicam Romsnam Ecele.
siam omnium ecclesiarum matrem et
magistram agnosco, Romanoque Ponti-
fici beati . Petri Apostolorum Principis
successori ac Iesu Christi Vicario
veram obedientiam spondeo ac iuro.
Cemtera item omnia a sacris Canon-
ibus et cecumenicis Concilils, ac pree-
cipue a sacrosancta Tridentina Synodo,
et ab w@cumenico Concilio Vaticano
tradita, definita ac declarata, preesertim
de Romani Pontificis Primatu et in-
fallibili magisterio, indubitanter recipio
atque profiteor; simulque contraria
omnia, atque héereses quascumque ab
EBeclesig damnatas et reiectas et anath-
ematizatas, ego pariter dammo, reiicio,
et anathematizo. Hanc veram cathol-
icam fidem, extra quam nemo salvus
esse potest, quam in preesenti sponte
profiteor et veraciter teneo, eamdem
integram et immaculatam usque ad
extremum vitee spiritum, constantis-
sime, Deo adiuvante, retinerc et con-
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fiteri, atque a meis subditis seu illis,
quorum cura ad ine ih munere meo

spectabit, teueri et doceri et predicari,
quantum in me erit, ciurdturum.

Ego idem, .__SYylvester Brown

spondeo, voveo ac iuro.

Sic me Deus adiuvet, et hec sancta Dei Evangelia,

IURISIURANDI FORMULA

Ego,SYlvester Brown N

firmiter smplector ac recipio omnia ef
singula, que ab inerranti Ecclesim
magisterio definita, ndeerta et decla-
ratae sunt, preesertim ea doetrinme capita,
quae huius temporis erroribus directo
adversantur.,  Ac primum quidem:
Deum, rerym omnium principium et
finem, naturali rationis lumine per ea
que facta sunt, hoc est per visibilia
creationis opera, tamquam eausam per
effectus certo cognosci, adeoque demon-
strari etiam posse, profiteor, Secundo:
Externa revelationis argumenta, hoe
est facta divina, in primisque miracula
et prophetias admitto et agnosco tam-
quam gsigna certissima divinitus orte
christian® Religionis, eademque tenco
®@tatum omnium atque hominum, etiam
huius  temporis, intelligentia  esse
maxime accommodata, Tertio: IMirma
pariter fide eredo, Eeclesiam, verbi
revelati custodem ac mngistrgm, per
ipsum verum atque historicum’ Christ-
um, quum apud nos degeret, proxime ac
directo institutam, eandemque super
Petrum, apostolicss hierarchim prin-
cipem ejusque in wmvum successores
edificatam. Quarto: Fidej doctrinam
ab Apostolis per orthodoxos Patres
sodem gensu cademgque semper sen-

tentia ad mnos . usque transmissam,
sincere recipio; ideoque prorsus rejicio
hmreticum  commentum evolutionis
dogmatum, ab uno in alium gensum
transeuntium, diversum ab €0, quem
prius  habuit Beclesia ; pariterque
damno errorem omnem, guo, divino
deposito, Christi Sponsm tradito ab
Eaque fideliter custodiendo, gufficitur
philogophicum inventumn, vel creatio
humane conscientim, hominum conatu
sensim efformatw et in posternm inde-
finito progressu - perficiendg. Quinto:
Certigsime tenco ac sincere profiteor,
Fidem non esge e@eum sensum religi-
onis e latebris subconscientige erum-
pentem, sub pressione cordis et inflex-
ionis voluntatis moraliter informatm,
sed verum assensum intellectus veritati
extrinsecus accept: ex anditu, quo
nempe, que & Deo personali, creatore
ac domino nostro dicta, testata ot
revelata sunt, vera esge credimus, prop-
ter Dei auetoritatem summe veracis,

Me etiam, qua par est, reverentia,
subiicio totoque animo adhsreo damna.
tionibus, declarationibus, preseriptis
omnibus, que in Bneyclicis litteris
“Pascendi” et in Decreto “Lamenta-
bili” continentur, preesertim cirea eam
quamn  historiam dogmatum vocant.—
Idem reprobo errorem affirmantium,
propositam ab Ecclesia fidem posee
historie repugnare, et catholica dog-
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mata, quo sensu nunc intelliguntur,
cum verioribus christiance religionis
originibug componi non posse.—Damno
quoque ac reiicio eorum sententiam,
qui dicunt, christianum hominem eru-
ditiorem induere personam duplicem,
aliam credentis, aliam historici, quasi
liceret historico ea retinere que cre-
dentis fidei contradicant, aut premis.
sas adstruere, ex quibus consequatur
dogmata esse aut falsa aut dubia, modo
heee directo non denegentur.—Reprobo

pariter eam Scripturee Sancte diiudi-

cand® atque interpretands rationem,
que, Ecclesie traditione, analogia
Fidei, et Apostolice Sedis normis
posthabitis, rationalisterum commentis
inharet, et criticen textus velut unicam
supremamque regulam, haud minug
licenter guam temere amplectifur.~—

Sententiam preeterea illorum  reiicio

qui tenent, doctori discipline historics
theologics tradends, aut ifs de rebus
scribenti seponendam prius esse opin-
ionem ante conceptam sive de super-
naturali origine catholice traditionis,
sive de promissa divinitus ope ad per-
ennem ‘conservationem’ uniuscuiusque
revelati veri; deinde scripta Patrum
singulorum mtelpletanda solis scien-
tim principiis, sacra qualibet auctori-
tate seclusa, eaque indicii libertate, qua
profana quaevm monumenta solent in-

vestigari—In universum denique me
alienissimum ab errore profiteor, quo
modernistee tenent in sacra traditione
nihil inesse divini; aut, quod longe
deteriug, pantheistico sensu illud ad-
mittunt; ita ut nihil iam restet nisi
audum factum et simplex, communibus
higtorim factis sequandum; hominum
nempe sua industria, solertia, ingenio
gcholam a Ohristo eiusque Apostolis
inchoatam per subsequentes smtates
continuantium, PFroinde fidem Patrum
firmissime retineo et ad extremum vite
spiritum’ retinebo, de charismate veri-
tatis certo, quod est, fuit eritque sem-
per in episcopatus ad Apostolis succes-
stone;* non ut id teneatur quod melius
et aptius videri possit secunduim suam
cuiusque ®tatis culturam, sed ut nun-
quam aliter credatur, nunquam aliter
intelligatur absoluta et immutabilis ver-
itas 2b initio per Apostolos praedicata.’

Hze omnia sporideo meé fideliter, in-
togre sinceregue servaturum et inviola-
biliter Lustodlturum, nusquamni ab lis
give in docendo’ sive quomod(fhbet
verbis scrlptlsque deflectendo.  Sic¢
spondeo, sie iuro, sic me Deus adiuvet
et hme sancta Dei Evangelia.

1. Iren. 4, c. 26,
2, Preeser. c. 28.
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Theological College

401 Miochigan Ave., N, E, ‘Washington 17, D. C.

Sylvester F. Brown

Candidate for Subdiaconate and Diaconate

Opinion of the Reoctor and Maculty

This young men ocontirnues to merit the very f.‘avorable oninion which
was expressed concerning h:un last year. He radiates optimism, is
vory likesble, and is most ooopsrative and obliginge. He has fair
ability but great kindness end zeml. !We fesl that he gives fine

promise for a eealous priesthood.

? e ;_/) * 4 4:5.';'

L John P. MeCormick, S.3.,
{ _ ~Rector

Wallasn. 8. Tusrres, 2. 3.

Williem S. Morris, S.Se,
Vice~Roector

May 11, 1955

SB000322



Theological College

401 Michigan Ave., N. E. Washington 17, D. C.
Moy 17, 1958

The Most Reverend Edward Ao FMitzgerald, D.D.,
Bishop of Viinona,

275 Herriet Street,

Winong, Minnesota.

Your Excellency:

I have consulted the seminery faculty, end we rscommend that
Your Excellency call %o the sacred orders of subdeaconshi» and deacon-
ship /
SYLVESTER FRANCIS BROWN b/
JAMES AMBROSE MceCAULLY
JOHN MATTHEWS TIGHE
acolytes of the Diocese of Winonas

Horewith I encloge for the Chancery files:

Rectorts btestinonial for all Winona ordinands
Potition for subdiacorate and dieconate
Profession of falth and oath against modernism
Oath of alleglance to the Diocese

Osth of freedom and knowledge

Faoulty opinlone

I+ is my understanding that this seminary doos not teke care
of the publiocation of the bennss Will the Chancery notify the church
of beptism of the reception of subdlaconate?

If Your Excellency wishss these young men to receive subdl=-
aconate on Jupe 2nd and the diaconate in the fall, would you kindly
forward the necessary dimissorial letter? A fom is enclosed for
Your Excellancy?!s convenlencos

Asking Your BExcellency's blessing on our worl, I em

Your devoted servant ln Christ,

' o I

P

John P. MeComick, 5.S.
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May 20, 1955

Rt. Rev. Masgr. Philip E. Matthews
8t, John the Baptist Church
Mankato, Minnescta

Dear Monsignor Matthews,

On June 2 Sylvester Brown of St, John the Bap-
tist Parish is to be ordained to the sacred order of
subdeaconship at the Theological College, Washington, D, C.
In accordance with the prescriptions of Canon 990 would
you kindly make publication of this order which Mr. Brown
will receive. This publication should be made at the
principal Mass on Sunday, May 29.

With cordial best wishes, I am
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Chancellor
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STATEMENT

DUBUQUE, 1OWA Auge I, 19_5%
IN ACCOUNT WITH -
Most E A, F
Chancery Office
arriet-Stss
Winonaq Minne
Date Statement Rendered . Debit Credit Balance
Brown, Sylvester F. i
Summer School charges
Reg, fee 5.00
Tuiticn 10,00
Board 12,00
Room 6475
LORAS COLLEGE $33.75

DUBUQUE, IOWA

AUG 619

£ st

5

T

E

By,
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FORMULA PROFESSIONIS FIDEI ET IURISIURANDI
A SUMMO PONTIFICE PIO PAPA X PRAESCRIPTA

“Preecipimus , , . . . . ut prater fidei professionem, iusiurandum

det” (doctor in Seminario) “Antistiti
et subscripto nomine.

Iusiurandum hoe premissa Fidei
Decessore Nostro Pio IV prescriptam

Vaticun; suo Antistiti item dabunt:

suo, secundwn adiectam infra formulam,

professione per formulam a sa. me.

, cum adiectis definitionibus Coneilii

I Clerici maioribus ordinibus initiandi; quornm  singulis auntea
tradatur exemplar tum professionis fidei, tom formule edendi inrvisinrandi
ut eas accurate prenoscant, adiecta violati iurisiurandi, ut infra, sanctione,

II. Bacerdotes confessionibus excipiendis destinati et saeri concion-
atores, antequam facultate donentur en munia exercendi.

sionem.

III. Parochi, Canonici, Beneficiarii ante ineundam beneficii posses-

IV. Officiales in curiis episcopalibus et ecclesiasticis tribunalibus, haud

exceptin Vicario generali et iudicibus.

- V. Adlecti concionibus habendis per quadragesime tempus, ,
VI. Officiales omnes in Romanis Congregationibus vel tribunalibus
coram Cardinali Prefecto vel Becretario ciusdem sive Congregationis sive

tribunalis.

VII. Religiosarum familiarum Congregationumque Moderatores et Doc-

tores antequam ineant officinn.

Professionis fidei, quam diximus, editique turisiurandi documenta, peenli-
aribus in tabulis penes Curias episcopales adserventur, itemque penes Roma-
narium Congregationnm sua quaque officia. i quis autem, guod Dens avertat,
iusiurandum violare nusus fuerit, ad Sancti OMeii tribunal illico deferatur,”

Motu Proprio “Sucrorwm Antistitum” diei 1 Septembris, MOMX.

PROFESSIO ORTHODOXAE FIDEI

IUXTA FORMAM A SUMMIS PONTIFICIBUS PIO IV E

PIO IX PRAESCRIPTAM

firma fide credo et profiteor omnia et
singula, que continentur in Symbolo
fidei, quo Sancta Romana Ecclesia uti-
tur, videlicet: Credo in wnum Deum
Patrein omnipotentem, factorem cali et
terrw, visibilium omnpinm et invisi-

bilium, Et in vaum Dominum Iesum
Christum: filium Dei unigenitum, et ex
Patre natum ante omnia szcula, Deum
de Deo, Iumen de lumine, Denm verum
de Deo vero, genitum non factum, con-
substantialem Patri, per quem omnia
facta sunt, qui propter nos homines et
propter nostram salutem descendit de
ceelis, It incarnatus est de Spiritu
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Sancto ex Maria Virgine, et homo
factus est. OCrucifixus etiam pro nobis,
sub Pontio Pilato passus et sepultus
est. Et resurrexit tertia die secundum
Scripturas. Et ascendit in ccelum,
gedet ad dexteram Patris; et iterum
venturus est cum glorla iudicare vivos
et mortuos, cuius regni non erit finis.
Et in Spiritum Sanctum, Dominum et
vivificantem, qui ex Patre Filioque
procedit; qui cum Patre et Filio
gimul adoratur, et congloriflcatur, qui
loquutus est per prophetas. Bt unam,
sanctain,
Ticclesiam. Confiteor unum baptisma
in remissionem peccatorum. Et ex-
pecto resurrectionem . mortuorum, et
vitam venturi sazculi. Amen.
Apostolicas et ecclesiasticag tradi-
tiones reliquasque eiugdem Eeclesie
observationes et constitutiones firmis-
gsime admitto ct amplector. Item
saeram Seripturam fuxta eum sensum,
quem tenuit et ‘teitet sancta mater
Tcclesia, cuius est iudicare de vero
sensu et interpretatione sacrarum
Scripturarum, admitto, nec cam un-
quam, nisi juxta unanimem consensum
Patrum, -accipiam et interpretabor,
Profiteor quoque septem esse vere et
proprie Sacramenta nove legis a lesu
Christo Domino Nostro instituta, atque
ad salutem humani generis, licet non
omnia singulis, necessaria, scilicet, Bap-
tismum, Confirmationem, Eucharistiam,
Penitentiam, Extremam Unctionem,
Ordinem et Matrimonium, illaque gra-
tinm conferre; et ex his Baptismum,
Confirmationem et Ordinem sine sac-
rilegio reiterari mon posse. Receptos
quoque et adprobatos Ecclesism cath-
olice ritus in supradictorum omnium
gacramentorum solemni administra-
tione recipio et admitto. Omnia et
singula, que de peccato originali et de
justificatione in gacrosancta Tridentina
Synodo definita et declarata fuerunt,
amplector et recipio. Profiteor pariter
in Missa offerri Deo verum, proprium
et propitiatorium Sacrificium pro vivis
ct. defunctis, atque in sanctissimo

catholicam et apostolicam |

Eucharistizz Sacramento esse vere,
realiter et substantialiter corpus et
sanguinem una cum anima et divini-
tate Domini nostri Tesu Christi, fierique
conversionem totius substantie panis
in corpus, et totius substantie vini
in ‘sanguinem, quam convepsionem
catholica Weclesia transubStantionem
appellat. TFateor etinm sub altera
tanturi specie totum atque integrum
Christum, verumque Sacramentum
sumi. Constanter teneo Purgatorium
esse, animasque ibi detentas fidelium
suffragiis iuvari. Similiter et Sanctos
una cum Christo regnantes venerandos
atque invocandos esse, eosque orationes
Deo pro nobis offerre, atque eorum
reliquias esse venerandas. Firmigsime
agsero imagines Christi ac Deipare
semper Virginis, nec non aliorum
Sanctorum habendas et retinendas
esse, atque eis debituin honorem ac
venerationem impertieidam., Indulgen-
tiarum etiam potestateth a Christo in
Beclesia relictam fuisse, illarumque
usum christiano populo maxime salu-
tarem esse aflirmo. Sanctam, catho-
licam et apostolicam Romanam Eccle-
siam omnium ecclesiarum matrem et
magistram agnosco, Romanoque Ponti-
fici beati Petri Apostolorum Principis
successori ac JTesu Christi Vicario
veram obedientiam spondeo ac iuro.
Cwmtera item omnia a sacris Canon-
ibus et cecumenicis Conciliis, ac pre-
cipue a sacrosancta Tridentina Synodo,
et ab ocumenico Concilio Vaticano
tradita, definita ac declarata, praascrtlm
de Romani Pontificis Primatu et in-
fallibili magisterio, indubitanter recipio
atque profiteor; simulque contraria
omnia, atque haereses quascumque ab
Ecclesia damnatas et reiectas et anath-
ematizatas, ego pariter dammo, reiicio,
et anathematizo, Hanc veram cathol
icam fidem, extra quam nemo salvus
esse potest, quam. in prmsenti sponte
proﬁteor et veraciter teneo, eamdem
integram et immaculatam usque - ad
extremum vite spiritum, constantis-
sime, Deo adiunvante, retinerc et con-
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fiteri, atque a meéis subditis seu ilis,
quorum curd ad e in mMunere mMéo

Sylvester

Lgo idem ___.

gpondeo, voveo ac iuro.

spectabit, teneri et doceri et praedicar,
quantum in me erit, curaturum,

Brown

Sie we Deus adiuvet, et e sancta Dei Evangelia.

IURISIURANDI FORMULA

Igo...Sylvesfter Brown._.

firmiter amplector ac recipio omnia et
singula, que ab Inerranti Ecclesie
magisterio definita, adserta et decla-
rata sunt, preesertim ea doctrmae capita,
quae huius temporis Aerroribus directo
adversantur. Ac primum quidem:
Deum, rerum omnium  principium et
finem, naturali rationis lumine per ea
que facta sunt, hoc est per wvisibilic
creationis opera, tamquam causam per
effectus certo cognosci, adeoque demon-
strari etiam posse, profiteor. .Secundo:
Externa revelationis argumenta, hoc
est facta divina, in primisque miracula
et prophetias admitto et agnosco fam-
quam signa certissima divinitus orte
christiansee Religionis, eademque teneo
mtatum ommium atque hominum, etinm
huius temporis, intelligentio essc
maxime accommodata. Tertio: IMirma
pariter fide credo, Ecclesiam, verbi
revelati custodem ac magistram, per

ipsum verum atque historicum Christ-

um, quum apud nos degeret, proxime ac
directo institutam, eandemque super
Petrum, apostolicee hierarchim prin-
cipem ejusque in @vum successores
wedificatam, Quarto: Tidei doctrinam
ab Apostolis per orthodoxos Patres
eodem sensu eademque semper gen-

tentia ad nes umque transmissaim,
sineere recipio; ideoque prorsus reiicio
hzreticum commentum -evolutionis
dogmatum, ¢b uno in alium sensum
transeuntium, -diversum ab co, quem
prius habuit Keclesia; pariterque
damno errorem omnem, quo, divino
doposito, Christi Spons® tradito ab
Baque fideliter custodiendo, sufficitur
philosophicum inventum, vel creatio
humange conscienti®, hominum conatu
sensim efformate et in posterum inde-
finito progressu perficiendz. Quinto:
Certissime teneo ac sincere profiteor,
TFidem non esse cewcum sensum religi-
onis e latebris subconscientice erum-
pentem, sub pressione cordis et inflex-
ionis voluntatis moraliter informatse,
sed vernm assensum intellectus veritati
extrinsecus acceptee ex auditu, quo
nempe, que a Deo personali, creatore
nc domino nostro dicta, testata ot
revelata sunt, vera esse credimus, prop-
ter Dei auctoritatem summe veracis.

Me ctiam, qua par est, reverentia,
subiicio totoque animo adh@®reo damna-
tionibus, declarationibus, prescriptis
omnibus, que in Encyclicis litteris
“Pggoendt” et in Decreto “Lamenta
bili” continentur, prasertim circa eam
quam historiam dogmatum vocant.—
Idemn reprobo errorem affirmantium,
propositam ab Ecclesia fidem posse
historise repugnare, et catholica dog-
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mata, quo sensu nunc intelliguntur,
cum verioribus christiane religionis
originibus componi non posse.—Damno
quoque ac reiicio eorum gententiam,
qui dicunt, christianum hominem eru-
ditiorem induere personam duplicem,
aliam credentis, aliam historici, quasi
liceret historico ea retinere quaz cre-
dentis fidei contradicant, aut premis-
sas adstruere, ex quibus consequatur
dogmata esse aut falsa aut dubia, modo
hee directo non denegentur.—Reprobo
pariter eam Scripture Sancte diiudi-
cand® atque interpretandz rationem,
qus, Ecclesi traditione, analogia
Fidei, et Apostolicee Sedls normis
posthabitis, rationelistarum commentis
inheret, et criticen textus velut unicam
supremamqgue regulam, hand minus
licenter .quam ‘temere amplectitur.—

Sententiam - prieterea illorum - reficio

qui tenent, doctori disciplinm historice
theologicee tradendse, aut iis de rebus
scribenti seponendam prius esse opin-
ionem .ante conceptam sive de super-
naturali origine: catholice traditionis,
sive (e promissa divinitus ope ad per-
ennem conservationem uniuscuiusque
revelati veri; deinde scripta Patrum
singulorum interpretanda solis scien-
tise principiis, sacra qualibet auctori-
tate seclusa, eaque iudicii libertate, qua
profana queevis monumenta solent in:

vestigari—In universum denique me
alienissimum ab errore profiteor, quo
modernistae tenent in sacra traditione
nihil inesse divini; aut, quod longe
deterius, pantheistico sensu illud ad-
mittunt; ita ut nihil iam restet nisi
nudum factum et gimplex, communibus
historle factis squandum; hominum
nempe sua industria, solertia, ingenie
scholam a Christo eiusque Apostolis
inchoatam per subsequentes wmtates
continuantium. Proinde fidem Patrum
firmissime retineo et ad extremum vite
spiritun retinebo, de charismate vesi-
talis certo, quod est, fuit eritque sem-
per in episcopatus ab Apostolis succes-
sione;* non ut id teneatur quod meliug
et aptiug videri possit secundum suamn
cuiusque @tatis culturam, sed ut nun-
quam aliter credatur, nunquam aliter
intelligatur absoluta et immutabilis ver-
itas ab initio per Apostolos predicata,?

Hsee omnia spondeo me fideliter, in-
tegre sincereque servaturum et inviola-
biliter custoditurum, nusquam ab- iis
sive in docendo sive quomodolibet
verbis scriptisque deflectendo.  Sic
spondeo, sie iuro, sic me Deus adiuvet
et hee sancta Dei Evangelia,

1. TIren, 4, c. 26,
2.. Preescr. ¢. 28.

i,
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“IITERAE TESTIMONIALLES)

PATRICIUS ALOISIUS

GRATIA DEI ET SANCTAE SEDIS APOSTOLICAE
ARCHIEPISCOPUS WASHINGTONENSIS

Per praesentes litteras cunctis fidem facimus atque testamur dilectum

Nobis in Christo.......... SYLVESTRIM_BROWN. ..qui, ratione

commorationis per plusquam sex menses intra limites Nostrae Archidioecesis,
litteris testimonialibus Nostris indiget ut ad ordines promoveri possit, per
totum illud tempus ita vitam et mores instituisse, ut quoad sciamus, liber ab
omni censura et ab omni ordinationis impedimento ex Archidioecesi nostra dis-
cesgerit, adeoque ex hac parte nihil obstare, quominus ab Episcopo suo ad Ton-

suram aut Minores Majoresve Ordines rite promoveatur.

In quorum fidem has testimoniales litteras, manu Nostra subscriptas,

expediri jussimus.
Datum Washingtonii, sub signo sigilloque Nostro, die .DECIMA QUINTA.......

mensis...._.._... AFRILIS anni 1956 _ .

De Mandato Ordinarii

< Xe

Reelor

Collegii Theologici

Cuatholicac Universitatis Americae
Washingtonensis

e TNt A
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Theological College

401 I‘iiolzigan Ave., N. E. ‘Washington 17, D. C.

Sylvester Fe Brown

Candidate for Priesthood

Opinlon of the Reotor and Faoulty

There is nothing to add to the favorable reporta proviously sent
regarding this young man. We feel that he glves very fine promise

for the priesthood.

L5 Eomck, I,

John P. MeCormiok, SeSe,
Reator

April 28, 1956
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May 8, 1956

Rev, Mr. Sylvester F, Brown
Theologlcal College

401 Michigen Avenue, N. E.
Washington 17, D, C.

Dear Sylvester,

It has been cugstomary for the priests to repay
to the Diocese the sum of $125 for each year of education
paid for by the Diccese. am, therefore, enclosing & Note
to this effect. We would appreciate if you would sign and
return this at your earliest convenience. You will note
that it 1s expected that the amount to be paid should be
made in monthly installments of at least $10 beginning with
September 1, 1956, Also note that a discount of 20% ie al-
lowed if the amount is paid before September 1.

- According to the records here at the Chancery you
received $952 fraom the Scholarship Fund at the time that
you were at Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary. From what I
have learmed, the uderstanding is that one-fourth of the
amount received is to be repald to the Diocese, In view of
this $238 will be owed. Of course, the 20% discount which
is allowed in regard to the pepayment of the seminary obliga-
tion does not apply to this Scholarship payment.

_ I uderstand that the guestion has arisen as to
whether or not; it is necesssry that you write in advance for
reservationa to be made for the ordination ceremony at the
Cathedral, This i1s not necessary since we can work out this
matter the previous evening.

With cordial best wishes, I am
S8incerely yours in Christ,

Very Rev, Msgr., F. W, Klein
Chancellor

enc,
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Theological College

401 Michigan Ave., N. E. Washingioa 1, B <!

Mey 8, 1966

The Most Reverend Edward Ae Fitzgerald, D.De,
Bishop of Winona,

275 Harriet Street,

Winovs, Minnesotes

Yowr Excellencys

I have oonsulted the seminary faculty, and we recommend
that Your Excellency oell to the saored order of priesthood
SYLVESTER FRANCIS BROWN
JAMES AMBROSE MoCAULEY
JOHN MATTHEWS TIGHE
deacons of the Diooess of Winonse

Herewith I emnclose for the Chencery files, beslides the
Rectorts testimoniel for all the Winone ordinands, the following
pepers for each of these three young mens

Certificate of diaconate

Petition for pmriesthood

Oath of freedom and knowledge

Profession of falth end cath against modernism
pro}iminery to granting faoculties

Testimonial from Arochdiocese of Washingten

Faculty opinione

It is my undersatnding that this semlnary does not teke
oare of the publicetion of the bannse

Trusting thet Your Exesllenecy is wmaking speedy progress
toward s complete recovery snd promising my prayers, I em

Your devoted servent in Christ,

P F = g
B ek £

_’_.("'-.' JOhIl PD N!womick' S'S.
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His Excellency

The Most Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald, D. D.
Bishop of Winona

Box 115

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

As a tangible expression of my appreciation for the
financial assistance given by the Diocese for my education to
the Holy Priesthood, I agree to contribute to the Diocese of
Winena the sum of $500.00 to help educate other young men for
the priesthood. This amount shall be paid tc the Dioccese in
monthly contributions &R G = ming
texwber 1, 1056.

A discount of 20% will be allowed by the Diocese if the above
amount is paid in full before September 1, 1956.
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EDUARDUS ALOYSIUS
DEI BT APOSTOLICAR SEDIS GRATIA
RPISCOPUS WINONENSIS

Universis et singulis, ad quos praesentes litterae pervenerint
notum facimus
Dilectun Nobis in Christo Domino, Rev.dus D,, D,
Silvestrum Pranciscum Brown

prasviis spiritualibus _oxarci_tus, ac prasvio examine de ejus
idoneitate ad noymam Sssrorus Canonum, oum caeremoniis et solem-
nitatidbus a Sancta Romana Eoclesia praesoriptis, in Ecolesia
Cathedralis Sacratissimi Cordis Jesu, Winonae de Minnesota,
die 31a mensis maii, anno 1956, ad presbyteratum, wervatis rite
servandis, a Nobis in Domino promotum fuisse, In quorum fidem
has litteras, a Nobis et a Cancellario Nostro subscriptas,
sigillogue munitas, expediri jussimus,

Datum Winonae, ¢ Cancellaria Winonensi, die 31a mensis

mail, anno 1956,

Cancellarius
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May 31, 1956

To Whom It May Concern:

. This 18 to certify that the Reverend
Sylvester ¥, Brown, Mankato, Minnesotta, 1s an
ordainad priest of the Diccese of Winocna, He
is authorized to assist at marriages according
to the eccleslastical canons of the Roman
Catholie Church,

SB000341
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May 31, 1956

Revevend John M, Tighe
Winona, Minnesota

Daar Father Tighe, . y

It gives ms at pleasure to assure you that
the faculties of the Diococsse of Winona are herewith
grented to you. The pagella of these faculties is here-
with enclosed and I would suggest that you study them
with great care at your earliest opportunity,.

I am also enclosing a statement certifying to
the civil authorities of the State that you are authoris-
ed to aasist at marr 8. You should teke this doocument
to any Clerk of Court the State and register with him
before you become eligible to assist at marriages in the
State of Minmesota,

With kindest regards and very best mahés, I
beg to vemain )

8ince yo_u#s in Christ,

N.B, Kindly read Statutes 25, 30, 56-63 (Diocesan Synod),

SB000342




May 31, 1956

Reverend Sylveater F. Brown
Wineona, Minmesota
Dear Fa-ther Brown,
: I wish te congratulate you on your
ordination to the Hely Priesthood for the

Dlocese of Winoma and to vﬂ.ah you mamr bless-
ings in your work,

You will kindly report ut the Im—
maculate Heart of Mary Seminary on June 14 to
asalst the priests there,

With kindest regards, 1 beg %o remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

SB000343
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Rev. Sylvester Brown, Winona,Minn.

Paid §$ 600.00 as seminary reimbursement
6 15-56 in full.
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Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary

SAINT MARY'S COLLEGE
TERRACE HEIOHTS
WINONA, MINNESOTA

June 29, 1956

His Excellency
The Most Reverend EZdward A. Mtzgerald
275 Harriet Street
Winona, Minnesota
Your Excellency,

This letter is in regard to the conversation of a few days ago. At
that time I asked about the regulations concerning permission to Iéeep a
car. A car was glven to me as an ordination gift. Permission was granted
and this le‘tter.ias' requested as a record of it.

Me car 1s & 1956 Flymouth.

Thank you for granting this permission.

Obediently yours in Christ

T s

(fev.) Sylvester P, Brown

SB000344



July 3, 1956

Ravereﬁd Bvlwater 1’.' nrc\m N

Imnaculate Heart of Mar
“Terrace Helghté -
R H:.nona,l uimnon

Dear rqem Brown,

\-, P

I am Pl@aaad' t0. srant U m:l.asi.on to )
Gh ﬁﬂz sfe Tad St )

accept tha 1956 P t:h vén' to” srou
as an ordination gift. go thay it may be
great imlp to you in your priostly work,

B - With -leindest e EsnE ;T pemaite o0 T

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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July 27, 1956

Reverend amwm:r Brown
whlluulm' Heart of Mary Seminsyy

Dear Fathex m’

With kindest regards and besat wishes, I beg to remain
Sinverely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

SB000346
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July 11, 1857

Reverend Sylvester F., Brown
- Marien High Sehool
730 8cuth Cedar Btreet
Owatonna, Minnesota
‘Dear, Pather Brown,
I wish t¢ thank you for your very
generous contribution toward the education of

seminayrians, XY trust that God may bless you
for this generoaity.

With kindest rezga'rdsj. I remain
Bincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

SB000348
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August 11, 1958

Reverend Sylvester F. Brown
Saered Heart Church
Owntonna, Minnesota

Dear Father Brown,

' With the approashing opening of the new Marian
High School I am plessed to appoint you to be Executive
Seoretary of the St. Mary's School Board which will inelude
the grade schuool and the Marian High School.

" qhis Board will approve the general policies for
the schools and also the budget necesssxy to be paid by each
p.l:;:l.s!f monthly for ten menths for the operation of bot '
schools . ' '

I am also lppoin__tlng'_ {;u as Superintendent of the
schools, You will be assisted by the new Principals who
have been appointed by the Sisters of St., Prancis, and par-
ticularly by Sister Mayy Colman who will be the Principal
of the high school, She has had considerable experience in
the operation of high sohools in many plsces in the Diocese
and also is sxperienced in the requisiies for the aceredita-
tion of & Catholis high suhool,

o I am sure that you will work with the psstors and
the Sisters in the development of theae schools in Cwatonna.

w:mmg ou many blessings and success in this
impoxtant work, g to remain

Sineerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

ecs Msgr, Kmsal
¥r, Speck

SB000349
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August 14, 1058

Reverend Sylvester ¥, Erown
- Sacred Heart: Church
Owatonna,; Minnesota

Dear Father Prown, |

- I am herewith appoint-inf ou to act as chaplain
for the Catholic Daughters Court of Owatonna for the
coming year. .I have notified Mrs, Mary Prekker, Grand
Regent, whose address is 703 South Oake Street, that you
will assist them in their spiritual work,

I trust that you will find it convenient to &c-
cept this appointment and that you will zeéalously help
them in their work of Catholic Asction, =

With kindeat regards, I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
csy Magr, Kasald '
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August 25, 1958

Reverend Sylvester F, Brown
Sacred Heart Church
Owatonna, Minnesota .

Dear Father Brown,

' , -1 am herewith appeinting you to be Extraordinary
Confessor for the School 8isters of Notre Dame at Christ
the King Parish in Medford for a perlod of three years
beginning with Ember Week of next month.

I am sure that you will prayerfully paform'this
important work of spiritual guldance for the good Sisters
who will repay you by their prayexrs for you.

With kindest regards, I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

SB000352
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September 2, 1958

Reverend Sylvester F. Brown
Superintendent, Marisn High School
730 South Cedar Street

Dwatonna, Hinnasota

Dear ‘Father Brown,

S I § am leaaed to hcar that the huilding program
has progreased satiﬁt&otorily and  that yuu w111 ablo
to apen classeés todny. 3

‘8chool $350,000,00, I would ‘be pleagsed if are able to
- geoure -an -exsendion -of -the-present-loanfrom the Seourity
.gnnk. I am enclosing' harewith ‘a proxy authorizing such a

O,

with kindeat regarde, I remain |
' 81noerely yours in chriat,

Bishop of Winona

i e
Bin§g the Dioeeaa has already loanad Marian High
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February 22, 1960

Reverend Sylvester F. Brown
Sacred Heart Chureh
Owatonna, Minnesota

Dear Father Brown,

| i I an anelouins a letter which I have x‘eceived
from . in which she seeks a dispensation
for her family. She refers me to you as knowing the
gmnl ait:ust:ion and conditions.

| | 1 therefore dclegate you to grant her a dispensa-

tion so that the only timea when they would not be permitted
~ to eat meat would be Ash Wednesday, all Fridays of the year,
the Vigil of Immaculate Conception on December 7, ahd Decem-
ber 23, 1f you consider such a dispensation desirable,

W'i.t_:h, kindug: ;e‘garda, I vemain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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MARIAN HIGH SCHOOL

on Marian Drive Owatonna, Minnesota

Sl.fperinwndent. Fr. Sylvester Brown Phone-7875 Principal, Sr. M. Colman,0.S.F.
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MARIAN HIGH SCHOOL

on Marian Drive Owatonna, Minnesota
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MARIAN HIGH SCHOOL

on Marian Drive Owatonna, Minnesota
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St. Paul’s Bpiscopal Chureh

“Where the whole family worships together”
Cedar and Mill Strests
OWATONNA . MINNESOTA
Phone 451-5319

SUNDAY SERVICES: Rev, C. H. "Jack™ Berry Sr., Rector
8:00 A, M. Holy Communion Rectory - 116 E. Prospect St.
10:30 A. M. Family Worship Serviae® Phone 461-6688
*Holy Communion on the first Sunday of the month, Kindly Address All Mail—P. O. Box No. 344

February 5th,1963
The Most Reverend Edward A,Fitzgerald,Bishop
Diocese of Winona
275 Harriet St.
Winona,Minnesota.

Re:Father S.F,Brown,Principal
Marian High School
Owatonna,Minnesota

Your Excellency;

Again this year,we are planning a series of midweek noontime
Lenten services to which the entire public is most cordially invited, It is a
very short service consisting almost entirely of a sermon,talk,address,or medi-
tation, Qur format was very successful last year,so we are following it again
this except for the matter of an offering, This year,there will be no formal
offering,but rather and opportunity for a free-will contribution after the

service.
Our format is as follows:

12:10 - 12:1) short grouping of prayers,

12:14 Intreduction of the Guest Preacher,
12:15 Guest Preacher

12:29 Closing Prayer and Benediction,
12:30 Luncheon is ready on the tables

in Brown Hall.
1:00 P.M, People are back at their places
of business.

The theme which I have chosen for this yearts series is -

"THE ECUMENICAL ASPECT OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH" - and have invited Guest Preachers
for the various Wednesdays of Lent,beginning with Ash Wednesday.

The purpose of this letter is to inquire,and seek your approvel,
for Father Brown to be one of our Guest Preachers. I would be most happy if you
would give your approval,for he is very well liked and regpected in this community,
ig one whom I consider a very good fflend,and would very;ifke to have as an opening
speaker on Ash Wednesday,February 27th. If this date did not meet with his approval
it might be that March 13th would suit his convenience better. In any event,we can
work out the details as to date,if it would meet with your approval and blessing,

Sincerely hoping that you will find it possible to extend your
approval for his acceptance of our invitation,and assuring you of our sincere and
deep appreclation for the work being accomplished by The Ecumenical Council under

the direction of Pope John,I remain

CHB/ms  cc/FrB
SB000357



Fqux_.'y 6, 1963

Revérend C. H. Berry, 8r.
St. Paul's Episcopal Chuxch
Owaeenui. Mirinesota

I ‘have -your letter of Februaxry J im whd.ch you requut (%
petn:l.u:l.on for Father Brown of Marian High School to participate
in a Lenten serviee which you conduét for the public, I am
pleaned to hear of the title of your series of talks; but I
cannot grant permission for Father Brown to plrl::!.eipltt in & re~
lisi.mu urvica in a ahurch other than oux own.

L1 ‘I. mld be tﬂ.lli.ns to’ 3mt hi.n permiu:l.on to. Appesr
At ynut church outside of a religlous exexcise to speak on the
Ecumenical’ szail. but -the time allotteéd for thia toonsday
sexvice would hardly be sufficlent to give any adequate apunl-
tion of the progiam which was undexr my and will r’daanvme this
yedr at Vatican ci.::y. ; _ .y o

I appreciate very mich your: eeu:t:osy in invicing h:Lm.
but I trust that you will understand that -ou¥ position of not
participating in any veliglous ‘sexvice of ‘our’ separated brethren
remains ‘&8 always. Our scumenical understanding is that there
must be chari.(:y dmong us and thit we must respect the sinceve
and honest opinions of others who are following the dictates of

" thelr consclience. We wust, howaver, follow our own conviectiong
that the Cathollic Chureh possesses the one true faith to which,
of course, we would walcome all to join with us under the leadex-

S ghilp ‘of Christ through His rapﬂnnuuiw, cho mceulor cf o
8:. Pet:ar, Pope thu mn. , :

Will;:l.ns you fuecess in your ondeavoac £ dwelop a8
xelisimm tpix:l.t: 1n t:ha Innm uuon, b9 haz tyi'dnun -

$f-{7;'~ S ,' 'jj SR 2 Sineorcly YW‘ dn m“u’ K
" Bishop of Winona
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February 6, 1963

Revexrend Sylvester F. Brown
Marian High School

Marien Drive

Owatonna, Minnesota

Deaxr Fathexr Browm,

T &#m enclosing herewith & copy of my letter to
'Dr. Berry, 1 do not think that we ¢an join in a religious
service such as he has outlined because we are still pro-
hibited by Canon Law from participating actively in a re-
ligious service other thamn our own,

-~ - . have stated in my letter to him that it would
be poasible for you to speak on the Second Vatican Couneil
to a group provided that you alone would have charge and
that the occasion would be merely a talk on the Vatican
Council and not a religious service,

~ With kindest regards and best wishes and hoping

_no'sce‘you,nqxt Sunday evening at the K, of C. dinner,. .

I remain
: ' Bincexely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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April 26, 1963

Reverend Sylvester ¥. Brown
Marian High School

Maxian Drive

Owatonna, Minnesota

Dear Father Brown,

: On the recommendation of the aduinistration of Immacue
late Heart of Maxy Seminaxy I am pleased to appoint you to serve
48 & member of the faculty of the Seminary and St. Mary's College
in Winena effective as of June 17. You will kindly consult with
Bishop Speltz concexning the work that will be assigned to you and
the room at the Beminmry where you will reside.

. I also g’fant.'you pexnission for the projected trip to
Burope eoncerning which you asked me some time ago,

It is with regret that I velieve you of your duties as
Superintendent of St. Mary's Grade School and Marian High School
which you have 8o successfully administered during the past seven
yoars. During this time you have organized the High School and
brought it to 1ts present excellent status,

- 1 am surxe that the same zeal which you have exercised
in that assignment will be exereised in your new responsibilities
of guiding and directing the candidates for the priesthood at our
Seminary as well as the students at St, Mary's College who may
eome under your direction.

With prayers for your success and hoping that you may
enjoy & vexy pleasant trip through Europe, I remain

S8incerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

¢e¢: Most Rev. Geoxrge H. Spelty

SB000360
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Apxil 30, 1963

Reverend Sylvester F. Brown
Marian High School

Marian Drive

Owatonna, Minnesota

Dear Father Brown,

To confirm our conversation of last evening I
am pleased to grant you permission to be absent from the
Diocese from June 24 to August 16 in order that you may
make & trip to Europe including attendance at & two-week
summer Institute at Oxford University.

I would be pleasedif you could secure more in-
formation concerning the possible Scripture course that is
being offered there at that time as I belleve it would be
useful to you in your newly assigned work at 8t. Mary's
College in the department of Religion.

I am enclosing herewith a celebret which I hope
will be useful to you in your travels; and 1 pray that
you may enjoy the relaxation and educational experiences
available by a European trip.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

SB000361
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Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary

Terrace Helghts
WINONA, MINNESOTA

May &4, 1963

His HExcellenoy

Bishop Xdward A, Fitsgerald
Chancery 0ffice

275 Barriet Street

¥inona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

I am enclosing Confirmation cards from Vernon Center end Lake Crystal,
Although I assured Father Guerber that a honorarium wae unnecessary, he did

give me one,

of I v:uh to acknowledge and to thank you for your chedc of $100 as a
stipend Zrom the Chancery. The morithly Seminary check will be reduced in

a like' amount,

T wish to aek your permission for publieation of my Ames talk on
Theology of Pural Iifet The Catholic Perspective vhich you read a few weeks
azo. The Iowa State University is publishing all the papers given during

the three day symposium,

"1 have written Father Sylvester Brown to tell him how very hapry we
are that he will be joining the College and Seminary faculty. I feel that
he will be a very valuable addition to the faculty. I want to thank you
very sincerely for sending him to us., I am suggesting to Brother Julius,
Dean, that Father Brown teach some Rellgion courses, one of the Fdugation -
courses taken by our seminarians and that he be given some scheduléd - hours
for counselling at the College, I shall also ask Father Brown to supervise
the Baturday morning teaching of Religlon with the hope that the Saturday
morning work can be integrated with the Education course he wlll be teaching,

¥ith all esteem and good wishes, I am
Sincerely in Christ,

Wge. H: P/

Most’ Reverend George H, Speltz
Aaxiliary Bishop of Winona
Rector

SB000362



May 9, 1963

His Excellency

The Most Reverend- Gaoxga H.- Speltz, Pe-Der o
Rector, Immaculate Heart of Mary ﬁeminnry
Tervace Helghts

'WillO!lﬂg H:Lnnesou

Dear Bishop Spelt:z M

. In ‘accordance with. youx request 1 am plehsed to
approve and qunt: an imprimatur for the publlcai::l.on of
the talk on "Theology of Ruxal Life" which you gava at

Iowa sm:e 0011053. _

: I uongratulaca you on the axcellenue of that
paper and trust that it may he helpful to many in the de-

' -velopment of & sane and ipportaut prasram for rural
davelopmnt. \ ;

‘Bincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary

T ot S, e T il
N

SB000292



bl «
. L

SB000289



e e v w3 COLLEGE, Winona, Minnesota 55987

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

SB000290



August 21, 1963

Reverend Sylvestex F, Browm
Immaculate Hesrt of Mary Seminary
Terrace Heoights

Winona, Minnesota

Dear Fathexr Brown,

In addition to your assignments as instructorx
at 8t, Mary's College, I wish to appoint you as chaplain
8t De Sales Hall for the faculty of the Christian
Brothers and also to serve as assistant chaplain to
Father Literski for the college students. I also appoint
you as ordinary confessor at the Scholasticate. ‘

I also appoint you as Diocesan Director of
Vocations. This position does not require any special
active work cutside, but you will sexve as a clearing
house foxr those who seek Vocation materials or seek as-
sistance in xegard to the Vocatiom Crusade.

.Wtihins you many blessings &8 you undertake your
new agsigmments, I zemain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

¢e: Magr. McOinnie
Brother 1. Basil
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Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary

Terrace Heights
WINONA, MINNESOTA

August 23, 1963

The Most Rev. Edward Fltzgerald
275 Harrist Sbreet
Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency;

I wish to acknowledge the recelpt of your applontments
a8 chaplin at De La Salle Hall, assistant to Father Literski,
canfessor at the Scholastlcate and Director.of Vocations.
I will do nmy best to fulfill these dutles.
I wish to thank you for allowing me to visit Europe this
summer. I feel that I have gotten & great benefit from 1t.

I found the course at St. Mary's College in London very helpful

in formulating a program for my educatlion course here.

Sincersly and _obediently in R

Il

. BI‘OW;].
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July 24, 1964

Reverend Sylvester F. Brown
Immaculdte Heart of Mary Seminary
Terrace Heights

Wlnona, Minnesota

Dear Father Brown,
I am pleased to hear- that ‘you had a very suc- -

cassfﬁl and profitable spiritual experience at the
Counseling Institute in Chicago as well as the Scriptural

weekend: at Maryknoll.

‘We are enclosing a check for $158 as ‘reimburse~
ment. for the expenses incurred by you,  The Diocese
notified the priests that:it would reimburge anyome who
wished to attend an official institute of our contribution
of $60 toward expemses.

With kindest regards and best wishes, I remain
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

enc.,
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June 22, 1965

Reverend Sylvester F. Brown
St. Maxy's Church
Winnebago, Minnesota

Deaxr Father Bxown,

' I will be pleased 1f you will accept the obli-
gation as ordinary confessor pro tem to the School Sisters
of Notre Dame located at ‘Blue Earth since they inform me
that their comvent remdains open during the swmmer and
Father relt:en had been their confessor.’ :

Thanking you, I remain
smcerely yours in Chr:l.st:,

Bishop of Winona

cc: Sister Mary Justin, Superior
Blue Earth
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July 19, 1965

Reverend Sylvester F, Browm
8t. Mary's Church
Winnebago, Minnesota

Dear Fathérfb:bwh;

I have received your letter and am happy to en-
close our chéck for §50 which is the amount I have promised
to reimburse all those who attended Insgitutes this summer,
I am pleased to kivow that you were able to attend one of .
them and that you have profited from the one at Glen Ellyn.

.~ As the date of your administratorship at Winnebago
draws near, I presume that you have arranged for a vacation
pexiod.

I would be happy if you are able, without coﬁflict
with your present plans, to help témporarily at- St. Mary's
Church in Worthington begimning August 16 until and inelud-
ing September 12, Monsignor Hale has been given permission
to begin a trip to Europe after August 15 and will be gone
until November, but I hope to be able to send another priest
to assist there after September 12. If you have already
made definite plans, otherwise, please let me know so that

I can arrange for someone else to supply.

With kindest regards, I remain
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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May 3, 1966

Reverend Sylvester ¥, Browm
Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary
Terxace Helghts

Winona, Minnesota

Dear Father Browm,

In accordance with our conversation in discussing the
important work of Spiritual Director of the Seminary I herewith
appoint you to this very rxespasible position for the coming year.
You will continue to serve as Director of Vocations, helping
promote them whenever possible, and you will teach a partial
schedule of classes at St, Mary's College insofar as it does not
conflict with your necessary work of spiritual direction for the

seminarians.

It is my desire that the program of spiritual direction
at the Seminary continue insofar as each member of the faculty is
eligible as a spiritual director for the students who may choose
them for that purpose. The overall purpose of the Seminary
Spiritual Director shall be to work with members of the faculty
and to hold with them dialogues to discuss problems and the im-
plementation of their solution. These shall be conducted under
the direction of the Rector of the Seminary who is ultimately
responsible for all the activities and life within the Seminary.

1 am sure that you will be most effective in giving
prudent and wise guidance to those who are preparing for the
priesthood. Upon their formation depends their 1life in the priest-
hood and their efffcacy in dealing with the People of God under
the direction of their Bishop.

We discussed the possibility of youxr attending a work-
shop or some course which would be of value to you in your new
work. X trust that you will find someplace where you may obtain
this assistance. I expect that the Seminary shall be responsible
financially for your salary during the summer as well as the
expenses incurred in pursuing such course,
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Reverend Sylvester F. Brown
May 3, 1966
Page two

Thanking you for your very splendid cooperation in all
assignments that have been given to you, and with prayers that
God may bless you in this new responeibility, X remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

ce! Msgr, MeGinnis

SB000374
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May 7, 1966

Reverend Sylvester F. Brown
Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary
Terrace Heights

Winona, Minnesota

Dear Fathexr Brown,

I am pleasdd to hear that you will be able to
enroll at Loyola University for the summer session
June 15 to August 5. I trust that the courses and the
contacts made with those attending the segsion may be
most helpful to you in the pursuance of your assigned
tasks through the coming year.

Asking God's blessings on you, 1 remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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Dear Father,

Just a note to reinforce the sentiments I
week., Iam really sorry that you will not have the

much more an influential and g
diocese as Spiritual Director ster
pray that an abundance of grace'will Atfend your effort,

certainly would appye i gne youto continue to consider
yourself as part of

Again, thank you fo
the boys us ove

Very sincerely,

Brother J, Gregory, ¥.S.C.
President

Father S.J.Brown
Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary

May 10, 196
Ly 2

. -~
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

POST OFFICE BOX 1979

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690

Office of the Chancellor June 15, 1966

His Excellency
The Most Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald, D.D.

Bishop of Winona
275 Harriet Street
Winona, Minnesota 55987

Your Excellency:

May I acknowledge with gratitude your gracious letter of June 2, 1966, in-
forming Bishop O'Donnell of your plan to send Fathers Sylvester Brown and David Busch,
priests of the Diocese of Winona, to attend the 1966 summer sessions at Loyola University
here in Chicago. Father Brown has already arrived in Chicago and has paid a courtesy
call here at the Chancery Office. Enclosed is a copy of the letter of His Excellency,
Archbishop Cody, granting faculties to Father Brown.

As Your Excellency states in your kind letter, Father Busch will arrive
around June 26, and we shall be looking forward to meeting him.

With sentiments of esteem and deep appreciation, I am,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Reverend John R. Keating
Assistant Chancellor

Enc.
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ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

POST OFFICE BOX 1979

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690

Office of the Archbishop June 15, 1966

b

0
I
i

Reverend Sylvester F, Brown
Loyola Hall

6551 North Sheridan Road
Chicago, Dlinols 60626

Dear Father Brown:

In view of your credentials and your legitimate assignment to the Archdlocese
of Chicago by your own Most Reverend Oxdinary, I am pleased to grant you permission
to reside In this Archdiocese for the duration of the 1966 summer session at Loyola

University.

I hereby grant you the faculties of the Archdiocese of Chicago for the duration
of your residence at Loyola Hall, Since you are not strictly a "vicarius cooperator, "
I would advise you that this does not include the faculty of agsisting at marriages. You
must be expressly delegated to agsist at each particular marriage by the pastor or his
aggigtant,

A subsequent change of residence in the Archdliocese mey be made only with
my written consent, at which time your faculties will need to be renewed.

With every sincere personal good wish, I1am, dear Father Brown,

Very truly yours in Christ,

Arxchbishop of Chicago

SB000379
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Name

BROWN, Sylvester Francis

Date of Birth 9/7/30

LOYOLA UNIVERSITY — CHICAGO

Address

Place Minnesota

Colleges Attended Saint Mary's College

_,Graduaie Schoo!

PAGE I

st. Mary's College, Winona, Minn. 55987 Telephone

Degree Sought Inclassified) M. Rel.ED.Field Réligious Education
Degrees and Dates 3.4., 1952 |

| COURSE DESCRIPTION YEAR SESSION HOURS GRADE INSTRUCTOR
Psyc 368| Problems of Interviewing and Counseling 1966 Surmmer 3 93 A |[Fr. Curran

Psyc 569| Seminar in Non-Directive Counseling 1966 - Summer 3 93 A |Fr. Curran

Educ M71| Institute on Religious Education 1967 Surmer 6 ok A& |staff

Educ 429| Philosophy & Contemporary Man 1968 Summer 2 A | Dr. Boelen

Educ U37| Religiocus Anthropology 1968 Summer 2 B | Fr. DiGiacomo
Edue LL8| Laboratory in Human Relations 1968 Summer 2 A |Fr. Egan

i

MASTER'S PROGRAM

Adviser. Fr. Gannon
Transferred credit
Language examination

Candidacy

Final oral examination

Final writfen examination .

Title of thesis

Degree conferred

Date -

-~ Major Professor

Language examinations

Transterred credit
Comprehensive examination

Candidacy

Discertation defense
Title of dissertation

Begree conferred

DOCTORAL PROGRAM

Date
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June 27, 1966

Reverend Sylvester F, Brown
St. Sephen's Church

1253 Everett

Des Plaings, Illinois

Dear Father Brown,

I thank you for your letter of June 21 and am
pleased to hear that you are registered and adjusted to
your class work and that you are finding it congenial as
well as very instructive. I am also pleased to hear that
for the next three weeks you have a home in a parish which
I am sure will be helpful to you in preparation for your
seminary assignment.

I have received word from Archbishop Cousing of
Milwaukee that they are hosting a convention for diocesan
directors of vocations September 12~15. I hope that you
may be able to arrange your schedule so as to attend this
meeting because of the critical period of confusion through
which we are passing. The Diocese will be responsible for
your expenses, I am sending your name to Archbishop Cousins
since the registration to this 1s limited.

With kindest regards and best wishes, I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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September 7, 1967

Reverend Sylvester J. Brown, M.A.
Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary
Winona, Minnesota, 55987

Dear Father Brown,

In accordance with our conversation, I will be
pleased if you &re able to arrange to attend the Meeting
of the Diocesan Directors for Vocations scheduled for
Kansas City, Kansas, September 18 - 21,

I believe that the easiest method of trans-
portation will be by air from Rochester to Kansas City
and return., I am enclosing herewith a check for $100,00
to cover the expenses to attend this meeting., I trust
that they may be able to give us some helpful guidance
to re-establish and increase vocations which have lessened
greatly in the past few years,

Thanking you, ] remain
Sincerely in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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November 27, 1967

The Danforth Foundation
607 North Grand Boulevard
St. Louls, Missourli 63103

Dear Sirs:

The Reverend Sylvester F. Brown, M.A., has requested
that I write to you my recommendation and evaluation of his
abilities and qualifications for a Danforth Campus Ministry
Grant,

He was ordained a Catholic priest for the apostolate
of Christ in the Diocese of Winoma on May 31, 1956. He completed
the classical and philosophical courses prescribed for admlssion
to a school of Theology with the A. B, degree summa cum laude
from St. Mary's College in June, 1952, and was elected to mem-
bership in Delta Epsilon Sigma, national honor society. He
successfully completed his course in Theology at the Catholic
University in Washington, D. C. and received the degree Master
of Arts in June, 1956.

He has served as an assoclate pastor at Sacred Heart
Church and as Superintendent and Principal at Marian High
School, Owatonna, Minnesota, and as chaplain at the State
School in Owatonna from 1956 to 1963.

He has served as Spiritual Director at St. Mary's
College and at our Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary, Winona,

gince 1963.

In all these assignments he has demonstrated his in-
terest in this work of serving youth and has also been an
efficient and inspiriting Instructor at St. Mary's College.

I gladly recommend him for the Grant which will help
him to grow in the important work of the Campus Ministry to con-
tinue this apostolate to which he would return if he qualifies
for the Grant. He has demonstrated an intense interest in his

SB000384



The Danforth Foundation -2~ November 27, 1967

apostolate. He is an effective counselor, administrator and
speaker. He has been invited by many groups to speak on his
work and apostolate.

He has a most pleasing personality and is most unsel-
fish in his service to all men. I have not discovered any paxr-
ticular weaknesses, I have known him personally since he entered
our Seminary in 1948 and during the years simce 1956 when he has
served as an ordained prlest under my jurisdiction,

He enjoys good health, maturity of judgment, a sense
of humor and deep commitment to his apostolate.

I am sure that he will profit from advanced studies
in the field of Campus Ministry and will reflect honor upon a
Foundation which will help him continue his studies in that area.

Thanking you, I am

Very truly yours,

Most Rev. Edward A. Fitzgerald
Catholic Bishop, Diocese of Winona
President, Immaculate Heart

of Mary Seminary
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THE DANFORTH FOUNDATION

807 MORTHM GAAND BOULEVARD
ST LOUIS MISSOUNR) 83109

To: Chisf Employing Officlal or Mojor Reclesiastical Superior

ev,Sylvester ¥, Brown is applying for a 196869 Danforth Campus Ministry
Grant. These appointments are intended for persons in the campus minlstry (college chaplains,
directors of religious activities, SCA secretaries, denominational ministers to the campus, B'nai B'rith
Hillel Foundation directors, Newman chaplains, and others in comparable positions) who have shown
promise for significant work in the academic community and who wish to strengthen their work in
campus leadership, 1f awarded this grant, the applicant may choose whether he wishes to use it in
1968-89 or 1969-70.

We need from you the following information:

1. Reciplents of this grant are expected to return to campus work upon the completion of the year.
Would you please give us your expectations regarding the candidate’s profeasional future in campus

religious work.

2. Are you prepared to recommend him unreservedly for this study opportunity? Yes_4_ No____.
Comments: REV- Sylvester Brown has been engaged in counseling
students at Marian High School and the State School at Owatonna;
Spiritual Director at St. Mary's College, Winona, and since 1963
he has been Spiritual Director to student seminarians at
Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary, Winona. He has given positive
indication of interest in and ability to understand students in
Campus Ministry. If he receives an appointment for a Grant, he
will be given a leave of absence so that he may return to his
present responsibilities.

Name E i A ,T_ L el — ey

Bishop of Winonsg
Title Do a0 gl e S

This form must be recelved ' 275 Harrlet Street
ot the Foundation offica by Address
Decomber 10, 1967, for the -

::f::hﬁzt:*””“ Winona, Minnesota 55987

Duta NOV. 2_&___1267 VTR TN Y. 8. A
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August 21, 1968

Reverend Sylvester F. Brown, M.A.
Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary
Terrace Helghts

Winona, Minnesota

Deaxr Father Brown,

8ince Father Haggexty has been assigned to
St. Mary's Parish at Minneiska, I am relieving him of his
appointment as Spiritual Director of the Winona Serrane
which he has so capably fulfilled during the past six
years,

I am asking you to accept this appointment so
as to coordinate thelr program with that of the Seminary
in the development of vocations for the holy priesthood
and religious lifea, I trust that you will be able to ac-
cept this appointment and give the Serrans the guidance
in this matter with which you are very well acquainted.

Sincerely in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

ces Dy, J. Vincent Wadden
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July 28, 1969

Reverend Sylvester F. Brown
Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary
Terrace Heights

Winona, Minnesota

Dear Father Brown,

In accord with our recent conversations I am pleased to
appoint you as Spiritual Director to the students at St., Mary's
College, Winona, effective August 14, 1969, I am sure that your
experience as a counselor and instructor of students will serve
to make you very effective in fulfilling your nsw responsibilities.
You will have many opportunities to oversee the preparation of
younyg men for leadership in Catholic Action.

I wish at this time to express my appreciation for the
faithful service you have given in your various assignments in’
the Diocese of Winona. I thank you and commend you in particular
for your zealous work as Spiritual Director of Immaculate Heart

of Mary Seminary.,

It is my intention that you continue to serve as direc-
tox of vocations of the Diocesze. In thie office you will have
opportunities to assist the other priests of the Diocese in inspir-
ing our young people to embrace a vocation in religion.

With kindest personal®
prayers, I remain

‘Preetinge and a request for
S, -

Fraternally yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

cc: Magr, Roy E. Literski
Brother George Pahl, F,S.C.
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June 21, 1971

Reverend Sylvester F. Brown
St. Mary‘s College
Winona, Minnesota

Dear Father Brown,

I am pleased to appoint you as pastor of the parish of
St. Martin, Woodstock, and St. Mary's, Lake Wilson, effective
July 1, 1971. I commit to you the full care of souls of these
parishes with all the faculties, duties, rights, and privileges
according to the Code of Canon Law and our diocesan statutes. I
know that your training and experience will enable you totake a
very active part in the religious education program of the Slayton

area, ’

I wish at this time to thank you for your wonderful
priestly work exercised at St, Mary's College and in all parcchial
assignments in which you have served. I am sure that you will
give the People of God of your parishes the same attention which-
you have given to all who have lived under your carae.

I would appreciate it much if you would make arrangements
with Father Raymond Redder, Dean of the Slayton Deanery, for your
formal installation as pastor. This ceremony, deseribed in our
diocesan statutes, should take place as soon as possible after
your arrival in your new parishes. I shall enclose the documents
for your Profession of Faith and Oath Against Modernism which
should be taken before or durgng your installation as pastor. I
shall alse enclose the document showing your official possession
of the parishes. After your installation please send these docu-

ments to our Chancery at your earliest convenience.

With kindest personal greetings and asking a remembrance
in your prayers, I remain .

Fraternally in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

ecs Rev. Raymond J. Redder

SB000391
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To Whom It May Concern:
» This is to certify that
The Reverend Sylvester F. Brown
is an ordained priest of the Diocese of Winona and is
authorized to assist at marriages according to the

ecclesiastical canons of the Roman Catholic Church.

Given at Winona, Minnesota

this 23rd day of June 1971.

Chancellor, Diocese of Winona

SB000392
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Becree of Possession

In Nomine Domini, Amen.

Under the Roman Pontificate of His Holiness, Pope__Paul VI !
The Most Reverend Loras J. Watters being Ordinary of the Diocese of Winona,

I, Raymond J. Redder , Dean of this district and delegate

of the Most Reverend Ordinary, give to the

gRBﬁernh Sylvester F. Brown

the possession of the

ﬁmigh of St. Martin ' Woodstock, Minnesota
NAME OF CHURCH and NAME OF CITY
St. Mary Lake Wilson, Minnesota

July 1, 1971

DATE

to which he has been canonically appointed

Dean—Dglggate

This document is to be signed before the services and is read after the transfer of the
symbols of pastoral prerogatives and powers.
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Profession of Fa.uuu auu waw against Modernism

I, with a firm faith, belleve and profess each and all the articles that are contained in the Nicaean Creed which is
used by the Holy Roman Church. I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, crector of heaven and edrth, and of all
things visible and invisible. 1 believe In cne Lord, Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, bomn of the Father be-
fore all ages; God of God, Light of Light, True God of True God; begotten, not made, of one substance with the
Father, through whom all things were created. For us men and for our salvation He came down from heaven, and
by the Holy Spirlt was made flesh of the Virgin Mary; and became man. He was cruclfled also for us, suffered un-
der Pontlus Pllate, and was buried. And on the third day He rose, according to the Scriptures, and He ascended
into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father. And He shall come again In glory to judge the living and
the dead; of whose relgn there shall be no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, Lord end giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son. Who together with the Father and the Son is adored and alorified; who spoke through
the prophets. 1 belleve in one, holy, catholic and apostolic church. I confess one baptism for the remission of sins.
And [ look forward to the resurrection of the dead ond the life of the world to come. Amen ! f v

I admit and embrace most firmly the apostolic and ecclesiastical tradition and all the other constitulions end pre-
scriptions of the :_Church_. . B . : : 4

I admit the Sacred Scriptures according to the sehse which has been held and which s sttll held by holy Mét}ler
Church, whose duty it is 1o judge the true sense and Interpretation of the Sacred Scriptures, and I shall never accept
or interpret them except according o the unanimous consent of the Fathers. o

I profess that the sacraments of the New Law are, truly and precisely seven In number, instituted by Our Lord
Jesus Christ for the salvation of mankind, though all are not necessary for each. individugl: Baptlsm, Confirmation,
Eucharist, Penance, Extreme Unclion, Holy Orders, and Matrimeny, [ profess that all confer grace and that of these
Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Orders connot ba repecated without sacrilege.. SR

I .
i

I ,cxléb Exécéﬁt cmd.aamit the ritual of the éatholic Church in t.he.,solemn adminsiéation of &li the dbove-rhenfidnea
sacraments. {=

I accept and hold, in each and every part, all that has been defined cnd declared by the Sacred Council of
Trent concerning Orlginal Sin and Justification. I profess that in the Mass Is offered to God o true, real, and propit}-
atory sacrifice for the living and the dead; that in the Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist is reaily, truly, and substan-
tially the Body and Blood together with the soul and Divini ty of our Lord Jesus Christ, and that there takes place what
the Church calls transubstantiation, that is the change of all the substance of bread into the Body and of all substance
of wine into the Blood. 1 confess clso that in recelving under either of these spacies one receives Jesus Christ, whole

and entire.

1 fifmlv hold that Phrgu(ory exiéis and that the souls detained there ccm Beihelped:bvy the pravers of the faithful.
Likewise I hold that the saints, who reign with Jesus Christ, should be venerated and invoked, that they offer prayers
to God for us and that their relics are to be venerated. o y L .

I profess firmly that the images of Jesus Christ and of the Mother of God, ever Virgin, as well as of all the saints
should be held and retained and glven due honor end veneration. I also affirm that Jesus Christ left to the Church
the faculty to grant Indulgences and that their use is most salutcry to the Christlan people. [ recognize the holy
Romam, Catholic, and Apostolic Church as the mother and teacher of all the Churches end I promise and swear true
obedience to the Roman Pon‘l}ﬁ, successor of St. Peter, Prince of the Apostles, and Vicar of Jesus Christ,

Besides I accept, without hesiiation, and profess all that has been hemded down, defined, and declared by the
Sacred Canons and by the general Councils, especially by the Sacred Council of Trent and by the Vatican General
Councll, and In a special manner concerning the primacy and infallibility of the Romen Pontiff. At the same time
I condemn amd reprove all that the Church has condemned and reproved. This same Catholic faith, outslde of which
nobody can be saved, which I now fresly profess and to which I truly adhers, the same I promise and sweat 16
maintain and profess, with the help of God, entire, inviolats, and with flrm constancy unti] the last breath of life; and
I shall strive, as far as possible, that this same faith shall be held, taught, and publicly profossed by all thoge who

depend on me and by those of whom I shall have charge.

I therefore promise, swear and vow.

I firmly hold and accept each and every definition of the unerring teaching of the Church, with all she has
maintained and declared, but especially those points of doctrine which expressly combat the errors of our time.
In the first place I profess my belief that God, the beginning and end of all, com be certainly known and therefore
proved to exist by the natural light of reason from the things that are made, that I, from the visible works of the crea-
tlon as a cause from iis effect. Next I recognize and acknowledge the external arquments of revelation, that is, di-
vine facts, especially miracles and prophecies, as most certain sians of the divine origin of the Christiam religion,
and [ hold that these are altogether sulted to the understanding of every age and of all men, also of our Hlmes. Third-
ly 1 likewlse hold with firm faith that the Church, the gquardion cmd exponent of the revealed Word, was proximately
and directly founded by the true and historic Christ Himself, while He dwelt amongst us, and that she was also bullt
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upon Peter, the Prince of the Apostolic HIBL vy cassnn vopinans suso wuvenssops to the end of Hme. Fourthly, I sincerely
accept the teaching of falth as transmitted down to us from the Apostles through the orthodox Fathers in the same
sense and even in the same wording; and, therefore, | wholly reject the heretical notlons of the evolution of dogmas,
which pass from one sense to emother alien 16 that which the Church held from the start; and' I llkewlse condemn
every error whersby ls substituted for the divine deposit, entrusted by Christ to His Spouse and by Her faithfully
guarded, a philosophic system or the creation of a human consclousness, gradually refined by the striving of men
and finally to be perfected hereafter by indefinite progress. Fifthly, I hold for certain and sincerely profess that Faith
is not blind religlous sense making its way out of the hidden regions of the sub-liminal congciousriess, morally tinged
by the influence of heart cmd will, but is o true assent of the intellect to truth received from without by hearing, an
assent whereby we belisve to be true, becauge of the authority of the all-true God, whatever by the personal Ged, our
Creator and Lord, has been spoken, testified cnd revealed. o ' o

I turther, with all due reverence, submit cnd with my whole mind adhere to all the condemnations, declara-
tions, ond ordinances contained in the Encyclical letter Pascendi and in the Decree Lamentabill, particularly regard-

ing what is called the history of Dogma.

' I also reject the error of those who aver that the Faith proposed by the Church may be in conflict with history,
and that Catholic dogmas In the sense in which they are now understood cannot be harmonized with the more truth-
ful "origins” of Christianity., Moreaver, 1 condemn and reject the opinion which declares that a Christion man of
better culture can assume a dual personality, one as a believer and anpther as an historlem, ‘as if it were parmissible
for the historian to hold fast what his faith as o bellever contradicts, or to lay down premises from which there fol-
lows the falsity or the uncertainty of dogmas, provided only that these are not directly denled.’ Likewise I reject that
method of estimating and interpreting Holy Writ, which, setting aside the Church'’s tradition and the cnalogy of Falth
and the rules of the Apostolic See, adopts the rationalists’ principles ‘cnd with equal ‘arbitrariness and’ rashness
vonsiders criticism of the text the one only supreme rule. Furthermore, reject the opinlon of those who hold that
teacher .of the science of Historical Theology or the writer on the subject must first put aslde the notlond previously
conceived about the supernatural origin of Catholic' tradition or about the divine ald promised for the perpetual pre-
servation of each revealed truth; then, that the writings of individual Fathers must be interpreted solely by the data of
sclence, without any reference to sacred authority, and with that freedom of judgment wherewlth every profane re-

cord is usually examined.

Finally and in general, I declare myself to be for removed from the érror of the modernists ‘who hold that In sa-
cred tradition there is nothing inherently divine; or who—far worse still—admit it in a pentheistic sense; so that thus
there would remain only a bare simple fact equial to-the ordinary facts of ‘history, viz,, that the schoo) started by Christ
and His Apostles finds, in the ages that follow, men to carry it on by thefr eneray, their skill, and' their genius, Where-
fore most firmly do I retain and to my last breath will I retain the Faith of the Fathers of the Church concerning the
sure endowment of truth, which is, has been, and ever will be in the succession of the Episcopate from the Apostles;
not in such a way that what seems best and most fitting according to the reflnement of sach age may be held, but that
the absolute and_unchcngeable truth preached from the beginning by thq Apostles may never In any different wise
be belleved, never in any different wize be understoed. S Vel L Eme

Haec omnla spondeo me fideliter, integre sincereque servarturiim et ‘Inviolabiliier custoditurum; nusénigqiﬁ"&b
lis sive in docendo sive quomodolibet verbis scriptisque deflectendo. Sic spondeo, sic luro, slc me Deus adjuvet, et
haac sancta Dei Evangelia, a a3 - e LR o o

Date ? /? 7/
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July 306, 1§71

The Reverend Sylvester Browm, Pastor
The Church of St, Martin

Box 1035

Woodstock, Mn., 56186

Dear Father Brown,

Welcome home! I know that you enjoyed your days in Europe and I
hope that you are returning to Woodstock feeling well and rested.

I am wrlting this letter to give speclal recognition to the splendid work
you did over the past years as Vocatlon Director in this diocese and to
thank you for the continulng personal efforts and financlal sacrifices you
made to further thls special apostolate. I rejoice with you, too, (n the
success which attended your contacts with young people and I know that
they also appreciated your personal interest in them.

As you will note in the July 28th issue of THE COURIER, we have at-
tempted to follow the recommendations of the "Program for Priestly Formation”
and organized a vocation teaim which involves priests, Sisters, Brothers,
and students. We hope to include, in one way or another, all interested
groups like the Serrans, the Councll of Catholic Women, and, of course,
the prlests of the diocese. As the team grows in experience I am con-
fident they will ask your help and draw on your experience; it becomes more
and more apparent that the ,one-to-one approach is essential at the present
time with its emphasis on personalism and openness,

I enjoyed the weekend at Woodstock and Lake Wilson; as you perhaps al-
ready know, the people are delighted to have you as thelr pastor and they
are looking forward to improved programs of religlous education for both thelir

children and themselves.

With kindest personal greetings, renewed gratltude for your work as Voca-
tional Director, and a request for your prayers, I remain

Fraternally in Christ Jesus,

Bishop of Winona
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May 29, 1973

The Reverend. Sylvester P, Brown, Pastor
The Church of St, Martin
Woodstock, - MN

Dear Father Brown,

As you perhaps know, the present Pastors as well as several other priests
share your Interest in Wells and Blue Earth; obviously, some one or @ven
several priests are golng to be dlsappointed, WIth the help of the membersg
of the Personnel. Board, howwer_. I do hope to find the very dellcate balance
between the preferences of our wonderful prlests and the pastoral needs of
the people {n our 131 parlshes, Unexpected and serious events like Father
Scheuring's surgery make that just abit more difflcult,

Be assured that I will take note of yYour present preference Just as I did
keep in mind for the past several months your request for a pastoral asslgnment
8omewhere In Region III, May the Holy Spirit help both of us :oq_ether.disce;n
the Father's will (n this Important matter,

1 _hop_vcﬂ_yo:u, ar_é enj_Oyt"n'g' the g'lortous dﬁy we are having in "the‘ valley -
the first one i abouta week | '

With kindest personal greetings, renewed- gratitude for your priestly work
ln the/ dlocese, and a request for Your prayers, Ixremaln S

S Fratemally in the Lord Jesus,

Bt shop of Winona

e i ot
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June 24, 1974

The Reverend Sylvester ¥, Brown
St. Martin's Church
Woodstock, Minnesota

Dear Father Brown,

I am pleased to appoint you as pastor of the Parish of
85, Peter .and Paul, Blue Earth, and the Parish of Our Lady of
Mercy, Guckeen, effective July ll, 1974, I commit to you the
full care of souls of those parishes with all faculties, duties,
rights, and privileges according to the Code of Canon Law and the
diocesan statutes. Enclosed is the form of resignation and ac-
ceptance of the new agsignment. I ask that you sign this and re-

turn it to the Chancexy.

I wish at this time to commend you for your wonderful
priestly work exercised in all pastoral offices to which you have
been assigned. Iam sure that you will give the pecple of God of
the Parishes of Ss. Peter and Paul and Our Lady of Mercy the same
attention which you have given to all who have lived under your

carxe,

I delegate the Reverend Elmer W, Kellen, Vicar of Re~
glon IIX, to inatall you in your new parochial assignments. Your
installation as pastor should be arranged for as soon as is con-
venient for you and for Father Kellen. This ceremony should be a
publie ceremony to which the members of the parish are invited.
It is an important sign by which pastoral authority is entrusted
to you, I shall enclose the Decree of Possession and the Profession
of Faith and Oath Against Modernism which you should take at the
time of your installation, Please send these documents to the
Chancexy immediately after the caremony of installation.

As both of us know, the Second Vatican Council and the
implementation of its directives by the Sacred Congregations, es-
pecially For the Doctrine of the Faith, For the Discipline of the
Sacraments, For Divine Workhip, and For Catholic Fducation continues
to touch and influence the faith life of the people in every parish.
In asking you to share with me the serious responsibility of pro-
viding pastoral care to all the people living within the boundaries
of the Blue Earth and Guckeen parishes, including those who for
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The Reverend Sylvester F. Brown
June 24, 1974
Page two

whatever reason have grown careless in the practice of ther faith,
I wish to stress the importance of celebrating the Bucharistic
Liturgy and the Sacraments according to the revised rites. The
various options which our official liturgical books provide can

be used to nourish the faith and. devotion of our people if they
are prepared for their use by careful explanationa. From time to
time and with an announcement of the fact, the New Order of the
Mass should be celebrated in the Latin language (the Kyrie, Gloria,
Credo, Sanctus, Agnus Dei either sung or recited by the people with
the Preface, Rucharistic Prayer, and Communion Rite prayed cut loud
by the celebrant).

In order that the people gay their proper roles in the
life and worship of the Church each parish must have an elected
parish council with working committees (e.g. Liturgy, Education,
Temporal Affairs, Community Life, and Vocations). Each parish is
expacted to send electaed represantatives to the meeting of the
Regional Pastoral Council and to cooperate with the other parishes
in the activities and projects of the Diocesan Pastoral Council,
For 1974-1975 this means active involvement of priests and paoplae
in the preparations for the Diocesan Synod in the traditional sense
which the Priests’ Senate has called for to define for our times
all the dimensions of the Church in the Diocewe of Winona, Your
leadership in Ss, Peter and Paul Parish and Our Lady of Mercy
Parish is the only thing that can make certain that the Synod ac-
tually furthers the interior and spiritual renewal of your
parishioners, It is because I am confdient of your cooperation
that I am asking you to give the Synod top priority in your new
pastoral assignment., And finally, I want to ask you to make a
spacial effort to observe this Year of Reconciliation in youxr
parishy on my return from the ad limina around the first of October
I will be happy to celebrate a Eucharistic Liturgy of Reconcilia-
tion for groups of parishes, perhaps on the regional level. Rach
parish should have a Holy Year Committee; at least, the Liturgy
Committee should sponsor this important effort toward spiritual
renewal.

With kindest personal greetings and asking for your
prayers, I remain : :

Fraternally in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

€Gt Rev. Elmer W. Kellen
SB000401
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Decree of Posgsession

In Nomine Domini. Amen.

Under the Roman Pontificate of His Holiness, Pope__Paul VI ,

The Most Reverend Loras J. Watters being Ordinary of the Diocese of Winona,

I, __Reverend Elmer W. Kellen , Emmxdim&wm)dgdelegate

of the Most Reverend Ordinary, give to the

QREfIBrBIIh Sylvester F. Brown

the possession of the

ﬁaﬁﬁh of 8s. Peter and Paul ” Blue Farth innes )

NAME OF CHURGH and NAME OF CiTY

Our Lady of Mercy Guckeen, Minnesota
to which he has been canonically appointed_ July 11, 1974

Delegate

Dea |

-

Witigéss

This document is to be signed before the services and is read after the transfer of the
symbols of pastoral prerogatives and powers.
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Profession of Faiu anu wawn ngainst Modernism

1, with « firm fdith, belleve and profess each and all the articles that are contedned in the Nicaean Creed which:is
used by the Holy Homan Church. Ibelleve In one Ged, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth, end of all
things visible and invisible. 1 believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, born of the Father be-
fore all ages; God of God, Light of Light, True Ged of True God; begotten, not made, of one substance with the
Father, through whom dll things were created. For us men and for our salvation He came down from heaven, and
by the Holy Spirit was made flesh of the Virgin Mary; and became man. He was erucifled also for ug, suffered un-
der Pontlus Pllate, and was burled. And on the third day He rose, according to the Scriptures, and He ascended
into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father. And He shall come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead; of whose relgn there shaill be no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, Lord and giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son. Who together with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified; who spoke through
the prophets. I bellsve in one, holy, catholic and apostolic church. 1 confess one baptism for the remission of sins.
And I look forward to the resurrsction of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen

I admit cmd embrace most firmly the apostolic and ecclesiastical tradition and all the other constitutions and pre-
scriptions of the Church.

I admit the Sacred Scriptures according to the sense which has been held and which ts still held by holy Mother
Church, whose duty it is to judge the true sense and interpretation of the Sacred Scriptures, and I shall never accept
or Interpret them except according to the unanimous consent of the Fathers.

[ profess that the sacraments of the New Law are, truly and precisely seven in number, instituted by Our Lord
Jesus Christ for the salvation of memkind, though all are not necessary for each individual: Baptism, Confirmation,
Eucharist, Pencmes, Extreme Unclion, Holy Orders, and Matrimony. [ profess that all confer grace and that of these
Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Orders cemnot be repeated without sacrilege.

1 also accept and admit the ritual of the Catholic Chuirch in the solemn adminstration of all the above-mentloned
sacraraents.

I dccept and hold, in sach and every part, all that has been defined end declared by the Sacred Councll of
Trent concerning Original Sin and Justification. [ profess that in-the Mass is offered to God a frue, real, and propit-
atory ‘sacrifice for the living and the dead; that in the Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist ls really, truly, and subston-
tially the Body and Blood together with the soul and Divinily of our Lord Jesus Christ, and that there takes place what
the Church calls transubstantiation, that is the change of all the substance of bread into the Body and of all substance
of wine Into the Blood. 1 confess alse thcxt in receivlnq under either of these species one recelves Jesus Christ, whole

and entire,

[ firmly hold that Purgatory exists and that the souls detained there can be helped by the prayers of the falihful,
Likewise I hold that the saints, who reign with Jesus Chrlst, should be venerated and invoked, that they offer prayers

to God for us and that thelr relics are to be venerated.

I profess firmly that the images of Jesus Christ and of the Mother of God, ever Virgin, aa well as of all the saints
should be held and retained and given due honor and veneration. 1 also affirm that Jesus Christ left to the Church
the faculty to grant Indulgences and that their use Is most salutary to the Christlom people. 1 recognize the holy
Romam, Catholic, and Apostolic Church as the mother and teacher of all the Churches and I promise and swear true
obedaence to the Romcm Ponhff successor of St. Peter, Prince of the Apostles, and Vicer of Jesus Christ,

Besides T accept -without ‘hesitation, cnd- profess all that has been honded down, defined, and declared by the
Sacred Canons and by the general Councils, especially by the Sacred Council of Trent and by the Vatlcan General
Councl], and in a special manner concerning the primacy and infallibility of the Romom Pontiff. At the same time
I condemn and reprove all that the Church has condemned and reproved. This same Catholic faith, outside of which
nobady con be saved, which I now freely profess and to which I truly adhers, the same I promise and swear to
maintain and profess, with the help of God, entire, inviolate, and with flrm constemey until the last breath of 1ife; and
I shall strive, as for as possible, that this same faith shall be held, taught,-end publicly professed by all those who

depend on me and by those of whom I shall have charge.

I therefore promise, swear and vow.

1 firmly hold and accept each and every definition of the unering teaching of the Church, with all she has
maintalned cnd declared, but especially those points of docirine which expressly combat the errors of our time.
In the first place I profess my belief that God, the beginning and end of all, can be certainly known and therefore
proved {o exist by the natural light of reason from the things that are made, that is, from the visible works of the crec-
tlon as a cause from its effect. Next I recogmize and acknowledge the external arguments of revelation, that is, di-
vine facts, especially miracles emd prophecies, as most certain signs of the divine origin of the Christian religion,
and I hold that these are altogether suited to the understanding of every age and of all men, also of our times. Third-
ly I likewise hold with firm faith that the Church, the guardlian and exponent of the revealed Word, was proximalely
and dlrectly founded by the true and historic Chrlst Himself, while He dwelt amongst us, and that she was also butlt
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upon Peter, the Prince of the Apostolic Hiere....,, wien wrwis suw wuecwodors to the end of tims. Fourthly, I sincerely
accept the teaching of faith as tramsmitted down to us from the Apostles through the orthodox Fathers in the same
sense and even in the same wording; and, therefore, I wholly reject the heretical notions of the evolution of dogmas,
which pass from one sense to another alien to that which the Church held from the start; and I likewlise condemn
every error whereby is substituted for the divine deposit, entrusted by Christ to Hls Spouse and by Her faithfully
guarded, a philosophic system or the creation of @ human consciousness, gradually refined by the-striving of men
and finally to be perfected hereafter by indefinite progress. Fifthly, I hold for certain and sincerely profess that Faith
{3 riot blind religlous sense making its way out of the hidden regions of the sub-liminal consciousness, morally tinged
by the influence of heart and will, but is a true assent of the intellect to truth received from without by hearing, cn
assent whereby we believe to be true, beccuse of the authority of the all-true God, whatever by the personal God our

Creator and Lord, has been spoken, testified and revecled.

I further, with all due reverence, submit and with my whole mind adhére to all the condemnations; declard—
tlons, and ordinances contained in the Encyclical letter Pascendi end in the Decree Lamentablli, pm'hculcn‘h' reqqrd-

ing what is called the history of Dogma.

I also reject the error of those who aver that the Falth proposed by the Church may be in conflict with history,
ond that Catholie dogmas in the sense in which they are now understood cannot be harmonized with thé more truth-
ful "orlgins” of Christicmity. Moreover, 1 condemn and reject the opinion which declares that a Christiom mem of
better culture can assume a dual personality, one as 'a believer and cnother as an historiom, as if it were'pérmissible
for the historlan to hold fast what his faith as a believer contradicts, or to lay down premises from which thére fol-
lows the falsity or the uncertainty of dogmas, provided only that these are not directly denied.  Likewise I reject that
method of estimating and interpreting Holy Writ, which, setting aside the Church's tradition and the analogy of Faith
and the rules of the Apostolic See, adopts the rallonalists’ principles and with equal arbitrariness and rashness
conslders criticistn of the text the one only supreme rule. Furthermore, I reject the opinion of those who hold that a
teacher of the science of Historical Theology or the writer on the subject must first put aside the notions previgusly
conceived about the supematural origin of Catholic: radition or about the divine aid promised for the perpetual -pre-
servation of each revealed truth; then, that the writings of individual Fathers must be interpreted solely by the dcda of
science, without any reference to sacred authorily, and with that freedom of judgment wherewith every profane re-

cord is usually examined.

Finally omd in general 1 declare myself to be far removed from the error of the modernists whe hold that in sa-
cred tradition there is nothing inherently divine; or who—fcr worse still—admit it in a pantheistic sense; so that thus
there would remain only ¢ bare simple {act equal to the ordinary facts of history, viz., that the school started by Christ
and-His Apostles finds, in the ages. thai follow, men to carry it on by their energy, theu' skill, and their genius. Where-
fore most firmly do I retain and to my last breath will I retain the Faith of the Fathers: of the Church conceming the
sure endowment of truth, which is, has been, ond ever will be in the successlon of the Episcopate from the Apostles;
not in such a way that what seems best and most fitting according to the reflnement of each age may be held, but that
the absolute and unchcmgeable truth preached from the beqlnning by the Apcstles may never in any dlfferent wise

be believed never in cny different wise be u.nderstood

Haec omnicx spondeo me fideliter, integre sincereque servaturum ot inviolabillter custoditurum, nusquam cxb
ils sive in docendo sive quomodolibet verbis scriptisque deflectendo. Sic spondeo, sic luro, sic me Deus adjuvet, et
haece sancta Dei Evangelia, Coael : :

(Seal) . 4&&@7@

4, e

Epischpus (vel Delegatus Episcopi)
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His Excellency

The Most Reverend Loras J. Watters, D. D.
Bishop of Winona

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

I herewith resign my pastorate at St. Martin

Church, Woodstock, and St. Mary Church, Lake Wilson to be

effective July 11, 1974 and accept the pastorate

of Ss. Peter and Paul Church, Blue Earth, and Our Lady.

of Mercy Church, Guckeen.
I will report at my new assignment on July 11, 1974 .

Faithfully yours in Christ,

Date
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Church of SS. Peter and Paul
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Blue Earth, Minnesota 56013
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July 19, 1974

Reverend Sylvester F. Brown
Ss. Peter and Paul Church
Blue Barth, Minnesota

Dear Father Brown,

Your letter addressed to Bishop Watters has just
arrived here at tha Chancery. The Bishop is pleased to
hear that you have been able to engage a missionary priest
of the Sons of St. Patrick to be the vicar substitute for
the parishes of Ss. Peter and Paul and Our Lady of Mercy.

It will be necessary that we have the name of the
priest who is to take your place. Will you or your substi-
tute please give us this information. The faculties of the

diocese are extended to this priest, but we would like to
have his name for our record.

Parsonal best wishes.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Chancellor
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Church of SS. Peter and Paul

214 South Holland
Blue Earth, Minnesota 56013

22nd July 1974

Msgre Emmett Fo Tighe,
Office of the Chancellor,
275 Harriet Street,
Winona, Minnesotas

Dear Msgr. Tighe,

In reply to your letter of July {9th addressed to Fr. Brown

I wish to inform you that my name is of the
I belong to the and I am present in Wincna Diocese on

behalf of Bishop Dunne of Kitul meking the Mission Appeal in the churches so
kindly allocated by you for this purpose.

T would like to thank you for the welcome extended to me by the priests of
Winona Diocese, and for the faculties which you have granted.

Sinecerely vours in Christ.
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April 12, 1475

he Reve.end Sylvester P, Brown, Pastor
85, Peter and Paul Church
Bilue Earth, MN

Dear Father Brown,
Greetings to you in the uame of the Lowd Jesusl

Following our discussion of thls matter on last Wednesday w.orning,
this oresent letter Ls to appolnt you to the important office of Chaplain
to the Twin Valley Council of the Boy Scouts of Awmerlca. As you know,
the offlce of this Council is in Mankato.

Indicated that as Chaplain you could help the Council
by promotlng attendance on the part of people of the parishes of thz area
at the Scouter Development Program he is plananlng, oy encouraging the
Rellgion Emblems Awards, and doing what you can to help with the swier
chaplaincy prograin at scout camp.

As we both xnow, boys can beneflt a great deal from participaton in
scouting; I am grateful to you for your willingness to add the religlous
component to their experlences as scouts and I hope that you will re-
celve whole-hearted cooperation from those people whow you will need

to ask for help.

With kindest personal greetings, renewed yratiiude for your prlestly
dedicatlon, and a request for your prayers, I remain

Fraternally in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

\
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June 2, 1975

Dear Bishop Watters,

I have intended to write this for quite some time but it seems
to be one of those road-to-hell projects---well intentioned but
unaccomplished. In the past I haven't been particularily shy about
writing to tell the bishop, whoever he was, when I thought things
were askew. So it is only fair and proper to report when I think
things are unusually right.

I'm sure you already know it---but Father Brown's arrival on
the scene at' -~ here hath wrought a quiet miracle.
Our very first impression was that here was a priest who truly
enjoyed his work. It was an accurate assessment. He 1s_people
oriented and it shows in every word he says and every move he makes.
A few skeptics figured that smile had to be a fake but even they
have come to admit that he is for real--.smile and all.

He really has found the key and knows what it is all about,
The parishioners love him but so do the townspeople. Catholics
are popping out of the woodwork-.-known fallen aways, new converts
and complete surprises. Parishioners who've gone to Mass in other
towns for years are back in the pews in Changes are
coming to pass without upheaval and pain. Going to churech is a
warm experience. Our rather turned-off kids come home occasionally
and greet Father Brown, "Hey, Father!I really enjoyed your neat
service and the church looks great # Or words to that effect.
I have been thanking the Man Upstairs for sending him to us and
have appointed myself a committee of one to thank you too.

Theweis one point of worry. Many of us are concerned that
he may be overextending himself. This is a parish with catching up
to do, with endless talent to be put to use etc, Coupled with
that i§ Father's stated priestly goal of service. There are limits
to time and physical output. This combination makes for more activity
than one person could handle on a long term basis, We would rather
have him do a little lsss and stay healthy and ours for a long time

to come,

The diocese seems to be perking along fairly well according to
the COURIER. I'm glad to see that the Board of Education is being
overhauled. You probably den't remember but I sent you a letter
rée that body once. Ha! I miss doing wmy column but still can't get
back in the groove to do it. Maybe they wouldn't have me but I still
think they need some input from the "loyal opposition”. I stirred

people up if nothing else.

Anyway---Thank you for Father Brown and for all of your diocesan
efforts. We pray for your health and success in your own demanding

and open ended job.

Sincerely yours,

SB000032



June 4, 1975

Dear

The grace and peace of God our Father and the Lord JesGs Christ be with youl

Thank you ior your kind letter regarding Father Browp/and his effective pastoral
work in both ana tne . Asxyou
mlght suspect, it ls rather encouraging to recelve such a glowing report about
one of the many dedicated priests of the diocese. I hope you have indlcated

your appreciation to Father Brown.

Like you, I have some concern apbout Father's workload; however, I would like
to suggest to the members of the Parish Counclil as well as to all the mnembers of
the parish that they can help him in many, many ways. I hope that the standing
committees of the Councll are active and that iuore and more peopls are wlilling to
accept thelr share of the responslbillty for maklng programs and projeci success-

ful,

Father Brown, I xnow, appreclates belng pastor of ; he
ls very consclous of the fact that he is building on what previous pastois ac~
complished, It is good to see so many evidences of vitality as parlshes pe~

come alive by the power of the Holy Spirit,
(N
I hope you and the wmembers of your tandly enjoy a very pleasant summer,

With kindest personal greetlngs, a special ulessing, and a request fOL youl
prayers, I remaln

Fraternally (n Chrlst,

Bishop of Winona
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July 19, 1976

The Reverend Sylvester Brown, Pastor
S8, Pqter and Paul Church
Blue Ea;;h MN

Dear Father Bsown,

It is easy for me to understand how difficult it Is to predict how
many migrant children will be In.the :Blue Earth (n the middle of next
month, Asmuchas I was looklng forward to comlng to S8. Peter and
Paul on August 15th for - Conﬂrmation, I will accept your recommendation,

As you requested, I hereby per mgdum gct;s delegate you to confirm
the five or so migrants who will be prepared for Conflrmatlon on August
15th; may 1 ask you to return the enclosed card and report form with the
names after the celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation?

With kindest personal greetlngs and ren_wed gratltude for your prtestly
work in the dlocese, I remain

Fraternally ‘in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

—
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July 30, 1976.

Rev. Sylvester Brown, Paator
S5S. Pater & Paul's Church
Blue Earth, Minn. 56013

Dear Father Browns

An OFFICIAL BULLETIN of the Diocese of Winona and the
Friday, August 6th issue of THE COURIER will announce the
appointment of the ten Area Directors. As you know, I did
agk for the recommendations of priests, Religious and lay
people; in addition, I took into consideration other factors
before making my final decision.

This letter is to thank you for the effective work you
did with the priests of your continuint education group and
to ask your cooperation with Father Harry Jewison whom I am
appolnting Director of the Blue Earth-Fairmont Area, Since
I know how important it is to give more and more of our
priests the opportunity to share in the responsibillities of
diocesan-wide leadership, only five of the ten Area Directors
who are now being appointed served as leaders of the priests'
groups which accomplished so much of the up-building of the
Church. With these new appointments being for two years,
it is to be expected that others will.be asked to accept
the responsibilities of Area Director as some of the terms
are completed. :

I am greatly encouraged by the positive response to the
recently announced geographical divisons of the diocese.
Much of this is due, I believe, to the effective kwork you
did with the priests of your group dwring the past year, I
am grateful for this and I know that your brother priests
share my gratitude.

‘With kindest personal greetings, a special blessing,
and a request for your prayers, I remain

Fraternally in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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July 3, 1978

The Reverend Sylvester F, Brown, Pastor
The Church of 85, Peter and Paul '
214 S, Holland Street

Blue Earth, MN

Dear Father Brown,

The grace and peace of God our Father and the Lord Jesus Chﬂst be with you
and the many, many people In the diocese of Winona you are serving In His namel

As you know, the Executlve Board cS_f the Coalltion of Churches for Migrant Con~
cerns {CCMCQC) s comprised of appolntees of the Minnesota Councli of Chu;x_c;(l;eswgnd
of the Minnesota Catholic Conference who In turn select others o serve with them,

At the June 27-28 meeting of the Board of Directors of the Minnesota Catholic
Conference conslderatlon was glven to the appolntment of four to the Executive
Board of CCMC. You will be as pleased as I am to learn that you were unani-
mously endorsed for that lmportant positlon.

I am wrlting today, then, o ask you to accept this appolntment; your laterest in
and experlence with ghe migrants Ln the Blue_Earth area will make it possible for you
to contribute in significant ways to the ddllberations of the Executlve Board,

With kindest personal greetings, renewed gratitude for your cooperation ln this im-
portant matter, and a request for your prayess, I remaln

Fraternally in Christ,

Bishop of Wlnona

c¢: The Reverend Donald Bargen, OMI
Director, 8A/SW Department of MCC

SB000409
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July 14, 1978

The Reverend Sylvester Brown, Paator
Church of 88, Peter and Paul

214 South Holland

Blue .Earth, MN

Dear Fa ther_ Brown,

Greetings In the name of thé Lord ]‘esua who calls us to serve Hls people
in their many pastoral needs| L

Thank you for your wllllngness to serve as a member of the Board of the
Coalltian of Churches for Migrant Concerns, Asyyou know fom my previous
letter, 1 am certain that .you will’ be able to.make slgnlﬂcant conmbutlons
to the policy formulations of this ecumenical group, o _

I have already forwarded your name to Father Donald ﬁargen, the Execu~
tive Difector of the Social Actlon/Soclal Welfare Department .of. the Minnesota
Catholic Conference; he, In turn, will inform Stster Suzannge, the ‘gorresponding
person in COMC, No doubt, you will be recelving lnfoz‘mntlon ftom Sister:

and lnvitation to attend meettngs. ©

It is good to learn that your mtgrant program at Blue Earth ta 'under way
and that you are. pleased with the progress, From the so;md of things at
the Wednesday meeting of the Executive Board of our wonderful Winona Council
of Cathollc Women, more and more migrant familles will /be “gettling out" in
some of the places in our dlocese. We are fortunate to have Father Verdick
who s willling to use his Spanish and experience In South Amer;éa to help

them. .
Do enjoy the summer! L i

With kindest personal greetings, renewed gratitude for your priestly work
In the dlocese, and arequest for your prayers, 1 remaiﬁ

Pratemal,ly m Chrlst,

Bishop ot Wlnona

[
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
35 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

Office of the PO Box 588
Bishop Tel. 507/454-4643

June 12, 1981

The Reverend Sylvester F. Brown, Pastor
SS, Peter and Paul Church
Blue Earth, MN

Dear Father Brown,

Prayerful greetings to you inthe name of Chrlst Jesus who calls both of us as
brother priests to minister to the pastoral needs of Hls pllgrim people In this diocesel

Wwith this letter I am pleased to appolnt you Pastor of Pax Chrisit Parish, Rochester,
effective July 7, 1981, As you know from our recent conversations, I make this ap-
pointment with deep gratitude to you for your contlnuing willingness to accept your
part of our jeoint responsibllity and privilege of living and actlng "in persona Christi"
as Pope John Paul II insists all priests do.

Also, I hasten to thank you for your fldelity to the wonderful people of both SS.
Peter and Paul and Qur Lady of Mercy for these seven years. I know that the parigh-
loners join me In expressing great gratitude to you. As we both know, these have
been years of faith renewal and spiritual growth for all of you,

Then, too, I join you in pralsing and thanking God that your efforts te call forth
the charisms of all the members of both parishes elicited such enthuslastic response.
With each person putting his or her glfts at the service of all the others, the Rlsen
Lord Jesus became present among you i{n & more personal and Intense way. Yes, In-
deed, God is good and Hls love ls everlasting. ~

A warm welcome awalts you at Pax Christi, You will be able to build on what
Father McCauley has started so effectively. The Parish Council will be of great help
to you. Special attention will have to be glven to working with the Board of Educa-
tion of St. Plus X and Lourdes. Your experlence h Catholic educatlon and your con-
victions about lts Ilmportance as well as the need for a sound religlous education pro-

gram will be invaluable.

The official announcement of your appointment wlll be in the Courler of June 25th,
You can tell the people of Blue Earth and Guckeen on the:.weekend of June 20-21st,
By that time you will also know the name of your successor,

I will be delighted to install you at the 4:00 pm Liturgy on Saturday, July 18th,
We both know how lInstructive this simple rlte ls forthe people. Since I will be going
on to Hayfield to install the new pastor that at 7:15, I won't stay for anything to

eat with you,

With kindest personal greetings, a speclal blessing as you begln thils next seg-
ment of your journey with Christ Jesus back to the Father, and a request for your
prayers, I remain Fraternally ltg, Christ,
™ 0 T —mmmes asmss ==l lha A lama akt Mac. Mhwl Adl .y
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His Excellency

The Most Reverend Loras J. Watters, D.D.
Bishop of Winona

Winona, Minnesota 55987

Your Excellency:

I herewith resign my pastorate at S5. Peter & Paul Parish,

Blue Earth and Our Lady of Mercy Parish, Guckeen to be

effective July 7, 1981 and accept the pastorate of

Pax Christi Parish, Rochester

I will report at my new assignment on___ July 7, 1981

Faithfully yours in Christ,

Date June 15, 1981
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Becree of Pogsession

In Nomine Domini. Amen.

Under the Roman Pontificate of His Holiness, Pope____Jahn Paul II

The Most Reverend Loras J. Watters being Ordinary of the Diocese of Winona,

[ N >
1, 7:71/’7?;;\,._ . /() : /1//4 ' Z(Zc £ , Dean of this district and delegate

of the Most Reverend Ordinary, give to the

aReﬁgrgnh SYLVESTER F. BROWN i

the possession of the

ﬁaﬁﬂh of Pax Christi Rochester, Minmesota

HAME OoF CHURCH NAME OF CITY

to which he has been canonically appointed /ﬂ % / 4()6 / 97 r(’7/

L

Dean—Delegate

Witness

This document is to be signed before the services and is read after the transfer of the
symbols of pastoral prerogatives and powers,
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Profegsion of Faith

1, , touching with

my hand God’s holy Gospels, enlightened by divine grace, profess the faith which
the Catholic, Apostolic, Roman Church teaches. I believe that Church to be the
one true Church, which Jesus Christ founded on earth: to which I submit with

all my heart.

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth: and in
Jesus Christ, His only Son, Our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Vlrgln Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell; the third day He arose again from the dcad
He ascended into heaven, sitteth at "the right hand of God, the Father Alnughtv,
from thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe i in the Holy
Ghost, the Holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen,

I believe that seven sacraments were instituted by Jesus Christ for the salva-
tion of mankind; namely, Baptism, Confirmation, Holy Eucharist, Penance, Ex-
treme Unction, Holy Orders and Matrimony.

I believe that the Pope, the Bishop of Rome, is the Viear of Jesus Christ on
earth, that he is the supreme visible head of the whole Church, and that he teaches

mfalhbly what we must believe and do to be saved.

I also believe everything which the Holy, Catholic, Apostolic and Roman
Church defines and declares we must believe. I adhere to her with all my heart,
and I reject every error and schism which she condemns.

So help me God and these His holy Gospels which I touch with my hand.

,'?

o /4 £ mf} p@/z,fdé

/ 7

(Seal)

ATTEST:

—

£
“'L“f/lx‘ )/KZ//(,/

Ordinary of Winona (Delegate)

Date g//{/ [/
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBONN
O N Y N R

Crlice wb the PO fox 581
Bae b Tel, 207 anstheld

Feb. 22, 1984

The Reverend Syl Brown, Pastor
The Church of Pax Christi
Rochester, MN

Dear Father Brown,

Prayerful greetings in the name of Christ Jesus, the source of our peace!

As you note, I am enclosing a copy of my letter of this morning to Father
Taylor. While that letter speaks for itself I do want to add this further
expression of gratitude for the steps you took to improve communications with
the members of the Council of . Communication problems let un-
resolved only grow to more serious Eroportions. On the other hand, cooperation

. . S N
between members of parishes witness/to the presence of the Risen Lord Jesus
among us.

I hope that your Parish Council will see the wisdom of inviting

and his wife or some other couple to present the concept of stewardship.

Father Trocinski reported at the last Presbyteral Council meeting that the
response in St. Theodore's to their presentation was a very pleasant surprise.

Do enjoy these lovely days of "'pre~spring".

With kindest personal greetings, renewed gratitude for your love for the
priesthood and a request for your prayers, I remain,

Fraternally in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

enc 1
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

Office of the PO Box 588
Bishop Tel, 507/454-4643
June 4, 1984

The Reverend Sylvester Brown, Pastor
The Church of Pax Christi

4105 18th Ave. N.W,

Rochester, MN 55901

Dear Father Brown,

Prayerful greetings to you in the name of Christ Jesus who is Lord for ever
and ever!

As you will recall from our conversation at the Lourdes graduation, I am ap-
pointing the Reverend John W. Ozbun to be Associate Pastor at Pax Christi and
also half-time faculty member at Lourdes High School, effective June 28, 1984.

Father Ozbun, as you know, was pleased with the pastoral experienced he gained
while working with you last summer. It will take some time and effort for you,
Mr. Leahy and Father Ozbun to work out a reasonable balance between his two assign-
ments. I know that both of you share my concern that he have sufficient time for
prayer and reflection on the Scriptures, living conditions which will foster an
authentic experience of belonging to faith communities in both the parish and
the school, and opportunities to draw on his splendid educational background and

years of successful experience in the public school system.

I will leave it to you, Father Brown, and to Mr. Leahy (and perhaps the Lourdes
Board or Finance Committee) as to how the compensation, car allowance, and other
benefits are to be divided between Pax Christi and Lourdes.

It is encouraging to learn that the response of the people of Pax Christi to
the stewardship concept was so positive. That should make it possible for you to
hire people to help with the upkeep of the property and other tasks which lay people
can do. This, in turn, should provide you with some time for relaxation, especially
for at least the evening meal on most days of the week with Father Ozbun. I know
that you will find the time to pray at least part of the Liturgy of the Hours to-

gether each day.

With kindest personal greetings, renewed gratitude for your commitment to
the pastoral care of the people of Pax Christi, and a request for your prayers, I

remain,

Fraternally in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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Bishop Loras J. Watters
Diocese of Winona

55 West Sanborn

Winona, Mn.

Dear Bishop,

A little over a week ago, I understand that one of mnmy
parishlioners, came to speak with you
concerning the actions of a Father Brown during a
counseling session, As I am sure you could tell, bhoth
’ and were, and still are, very upset by the
whole incident.

is a sensible man and 1is content to let the

church handle the situation in its own way. .+ oBut he
was It is to his credit that I can sense very
little anger in him, But is concerned that there

may be many more people who also have been abused by
Father Brown. As a member of the clergy, I share his

concern., , who is Catholic, feels outraged at
what happened, betrayed by her church and, as the one
who encouraged to sneak with TFather Brown, she

feels responsible for

The purpose of this letter, at the request of both.

and is to ask that we be kept informed as
" to what actions the Diocese ls taking regarding Father
Brown's abuse of and the Church. Personally, I

feel the incident merits immediate action. Please keep
us on too of what 1s happening. I think it would be a
balm to outrage and to feeling of
violatlion to know that something is being done.

Thank you for your consideration, the time you spent

visiting with and and for any
communication you feel you can share with us.

Yours in Christ,
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

Office of the PO Box 588
Bishop Tel. 507/454-4643
July 18, 1985
Dear

Prayerful greetings to you, in the name of Christ

Jesus who is Lord for ever and ever!

Thank you for your letter which gives me the opportunity to tell you
the steps I have taken since and reviewed the unfortunate ex-

perience with Father Brown on the evening of July 3, 1985.

As soon as our meeting here in the Pastoral Center on Monday, July 8th,
was over, I telephoned Father Brown and arranged to meet with him on Wednesday,
July 10, on my way back from a meeting of the Board of Directors of our Dio-
cesan Council of Catholic Women in Medford. Father Brown was waiting for me
when I arrived at about 5:15 o'clock.

I told Father how disturbed both and were when they came
to report what considered very unprofessional conduct on is part during

a counseling session. I asked Father to review what happened; as he talked it

became evident that what he thought at the time to be an honest effort to stress
correctly identified

the sacredness of human sexuality was rather what
as being violated.

Recalling deep feelings of outrage because she had encouraged
to contact Father Brown and her question about how many more people
may have been abused by him, I spent almost one hour on this very serious
matter. Father Brown assured me that it had never happened before and that
it would never happen again. He expressed great regret and concern for and
He is most anxious to make amends in any way he can.

»

While I accepted Father Brown's statements, I still insisted that he
contact a psychiatrist like Doctor Frank Tyce in Rochester or Doctor Joseph L.
Gendron in Minneapolis for psychological testing and an evaluation as to his
need for counseling and therapy. Father Brown was most willing to do this,

again in a few days; I will ask Father Brown for a
report on his efforts to make an appointment with a doctor and further request
that he contact me on a regular basis regarding what course of treatment is being

prescribed and his fidelity to following it.

I will be in

As and probably told you, I share your admiration for both

of them and the rightness of their moral judgment in this disturbing case. In
asking them to try to forgive what seems to be a single instance of human weak-

ness I hasten to promise them and you, that I will continue to
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insist that Father Brown accept whatever help he might need and let you know
of the progress he is makigg. I know that you share my prayers and hopes
that Father Brown who has°8xtended himself to respond to people's pastoral needs

that they come from all over . to be members of Parish
will find some one or more persons to minister to him in this present crisis.

I am grateful to you, for giving me this opportunity to

indicate just how seriously I take what happened and to thank - ‘and
again for having the moral courage to talk with me about their feelings of out-

rage and their heartache which I share.

As you note, I am sending a copy of this letter to and to Father

Brown; I know, will discuss it with and you.

Again, I am very sorry for what happened and I assure you that I will
take all possible steps to make certain that it never happens again.

With kindest personal greetings and a request for your prayers, I remain,
Fraternally in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

cc:
Reverend Syl Brown
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

Office of the PO Box 588
Bishop Tel, 507/454-4643
July 18, 1985
Dear

Prayerful greetings to you and

As you see, I am enclosing a copy of my reply to .
letter to me. As I indicate in that reply, I am pleased that your Pastor
wrote because it gives me the opportunity to let you know what steps I have
taken to help Father Brown and thus make certain as is humanly possible
that no other person experiences what you did during the counseling session.
I intend to continue to ask for reports on the progress of the counseling

or therapy, if such is necessary.

Again, I want to tell you and how much I admire your sound
moral sense and your willingness to come and talk with me. I know that

this entire matter is very distressing to you as it is to me. However,

you two, ) Father Brown and I are equally concerned that
no one else hive a similar experience.

Rather than repeat what I wrote in reply to letter,

I am enclosing this copy.

Be assured that I continue to have a prayerful concern for you and
Your maturity and spirit of Christian forgiveness impress me a
great deal; this is all the more reason that I will make every possible effort
to help a brother priest who is filled with sorrow and remorse as well
as with concern for you and because of the suffering and pain he
brought into your lives. Please God, all this suffering on the part of all
of us will have some redemptive value and will ultimately advance the Kingdom

through a more responsbile exercise of authentic fraternal charity.

If there is anything more Father Brown or I can do to help ease the
pain, please let me know; we are more than willing to try.

With kindest personal greetings to you and and a prayer that

God will bless both of you in His best way, 1 remain,

Fraternally in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
35 WEST SANBORN
WINONA. MINNESOTA 55987

PO Box 588

Office of the
Bishop Tel, 507/454-4643

July 19, 1985

The Reverend Syl F. Brown, Pastor
The Church of Pax Christi

4105 18th Ave. NW

Rochester, MN 55901

Dear Father Brown,

Pax et bonum!

As you see, I am enclosing a copy of each of three letters; they
speak for themselves.

It is obvious that and © con-
tinue to be concerned with what they consider to be a serious violation
of counseling ethics. As you know, legally they have every right to
ask me, '"What did you do and what is Father Brown doing about this

case?"

1 spent considerable time in trying for the proper balance be-
tween pastoral concern for ’ and and fraternal support for
you in my reply to carefully written letter.

For your best interest as well as for mine, I must keep a log
on this case. May I ask if you have contacted either Dr. Tyce or Dr.
Gendron? Also, I need to have an answer to the question regarding what
the outcome of the testing was and what, if any, therapy was agreed upon.
Naturally, a signed statement by the Doctor becomes an important piece]
of evidence that 'some one did something” to see to it that mo other

person will have a similar experience.

Needless to say, I find this letter difficult to write; however,
given the current thrust of the news media we have no alternative but to
take the matter with the utmost seriousness and comply with what ex-
perienced lawyers recommend as a prudent course of action to any adult
who is reported as having compromised a counselee.

I have no doubt but what and will be
satisfied if I can assure them that you are receiving counseling from com-
petent doctors. Neither do I have any reservation about what I wrote to

about our review of the matter; I know of your regret and your
ability to avoid this type of conduct in the future. Your exceptional
empathy for people of all ages and your effective ministry to their many,
and varied pastoral needs are appreciated and admired by all of us. I know
that you value the implicit trust and confidence people have in you; it is
the basis of much of the spiritual and human growth you make possible for

them.,
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You know that I am most anxious to help you in any way Iccan. Please
feel free to write or telephone any time; I am more than happy to stop at
Pz Christi whenever I am in the Rochester area.

Thank you for having the real estate agent, I believe,
telephone the other day. It sounds as if progress is being made and
that we do indeed need to involve all the pastors of Rochester in the dis-
cussion and ultimate decision. Perhaps we can arrange a meeting in early
August - Monday, August S5th, would be a possibility - before the Eagle Openl!

With kindest personal greeting, renewed gratitude for your priestly com-
mitment, and a request for your prayers, I remain,
Fraternally in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

enc. 3

SB000039



|

/ Jloase. 10 ﬁ,_m;r.mm_
Yo arc WW%Awﬁég
MWMf%/'&/M-

ploct A witdint o oleat

a"‘?_“&‘-/—‘-‘-f-mwv( seemp 5 A ave 2o

SB000004




Dear Bishep VIazny,

The: card says: in few werds far better thanm what I could say in many,
You saw & need with me and fellewed through with all ef the arrangements,
I knew you sre very busy te take time witi a persem hurting as mysself.
Thank yeu for giving me: that special time and extended time eut of your
schedule and prebalily  free time as well., I am grateful Father Brown came
and admitted wrong deing. Only I would Iike tie be able te say--I forgive
from the heart. I am listening teo a tape on forgiveness: by Father Ron Reth
end he uses the Seripture reading ---FATHER FORGIVE THRM, THEY KNOW MOT WHAT
THEY DO. This applies in this: situatien and in the wreng I do.

I know you are trying to deal with aIl ef the church scandel, Fergive me
#f’ Y appeared to show disrepect after Fother Brown left in regard to heow the
Church er you are handling situations. I knew and trust you trying te de yeur
best and above, However, I have a hard time Believing priests are always
honest to you about wexuality issues. Pray thet I will Tat go of the past
as net to allew it to coler or shadew what is being dene today by the Church
and thet I can become more trusting and Yess Judgemental, I /M@fu&»‘lﬁ(
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FILE COPY

DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

Office of the PO Box 588
Bishap Tel, 507/454-4643

' February 7,-¥989

Dear

Thank you very much for your nice note in which you told
me how much you like Father Brown. I too think he is
really friendly and nice.

Did you know that I just moved a year and one-half ago to
come here to serve as Bishop of Winona? During our
lifetime, we priests are called upon to serve many of
God's people, It's an important reminder to all of us
that our work is truly God's, not our own. God bless yocu
and pray for all our priests. Maybe you too will someday
hear God calling you to be one of His priests,

Your friend in Jesus,

Bishop John G. Vlazny

JGV:wb
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Qltice
Bishop

DIOCIESE OF WINONA FlLE

55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA. MINNESOTA 55987

COPY

of 1he 50 Box Bus
Tel, 507/454-4643

February 8, 1989

Dear

Because your letter about Father Brown is so kind and supportive, I am
sending him a copy so that he might realize how much you appreciate
his wonderful priestly ministry.

A time of transition like this is both painful and rewarding. We
diocesan priests accept priestly ordination with a commitment to serve
the needs of the entire diocese. With the retirement of five priests,
the death of one priest and the ordination of two new priests, once
again this year some of our priests will be called upon to move and
accept new pastoral assignments. If there were no such policy, I
imagine Father Brown would still be in Blue Earth where the people
also loved him and wanted him to stay when he was asked to move to

If and when he moves, you can be sure that the good work he
has done among you will not be lost. We priests plant the seed, but
it is God who glves the growth.

God blass you, your family and the entire parish community of
You can be assured of my prayers, support and appreciation
in the years ahead.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb
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Oflice of the PO 8ox 588
Bishop Tel. 507/454-4643

DIOCCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA. MINNESOTA 55987

February 8, lﬂ§%

Dear

Because your letter about Father Brown is so kind and supportive, I am
sending him a copy so that he might realize how much you appreciate
his wonderful priestly ministry.

A time of transition like this is both painful and rewarding. We
diocesan priests accept priestly ordination with a commitment to serve
the needs of the entire diocese. With the retirement of five priests,
the death of one priest and the ordination of two new priests, once
again this year some of our priests will be called upon to move and
accept new pastoral assignments. If there were no such policy, I
imagine Father Brown would still be in where the people
also loved him and wanted him to stay when he was asked to move to

If and when he moves, you can be sure that the good work he
has done among you will not be lost. We priests plant the seed, but
it is God who gives the growth.

God bless you, your family and the entire parish community of
You can be assured of my prayers, support and appreciation
in the years ahead.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb
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RECEIVED FEB 28 1989

Most Reverend Bishop John Vlazny
55 West Sandborn
Box 588

Winona, Minnesota 55987
February 26, 1989
Dear Bishop Vlazny:

I am a new parishioner at the
In Fact, I only recently joined the

Catholic Church from the _ Bishop Vlazny,
I am making a heart-felt plea to you requesting that the
blessed Father Syl Brown be granted an extension in his station
at the parish.

Father Brown is known throughout as a most
thoughtful, hard-working, and dedicated priest. When I be-

came engaged to
, there was no ques-

tion about where we would go for both my adult catechism and

our PreCana classes. Whereas nhad previously attended
the we agreed that with all

of the wonderful things we had heard about this Father Brown,
we would visit him and his parish. We are now establishing
ourselves as members of the parish, 1Indeed, he
is everything everyone had said he would be, and more.

Both and I are rather quiet, reserved individuals.
Father Brown managed not only to make us feel welcomed and
at ease, but he seemed to sense that our particular needs
were special, and therefore treated us as though we were spe-
cial. Everyone is special to Father Brown. I was as
{(very ) as was "VC" (very Catholic). How-

ever, I wanted to become Catholic because I feel very strongly

SB000047



(2)

that a home needs a unified faith for strength and for a
foundation on which children can learn and grow with solid
Christian values. Only through many long conversations with
Father Brown was I able to better understand the issues in
which I found conflict concerning the Catholic faith.

and I both grew to understand Catholicism better, much more
completely than by simply reading catholic literature, which
I had been studying for over one year. Father Brown's bright
eyes and wise words join his warm and loving heart to simply
fill his peers with the presence of the Holy Spirit. Ve,
like the other members of have grown to love
and respect Father Brown in a very special way, uniquely be-
cause he is the person that he is.

I understand that the Catholic church rotates the parish
priests by terms that used to be eights years each.
Reportedly, the definition of the duration of a texm has
recently been reestablished as a six year term, renewable
for a second six year term, for a total of twelve years
maximum in a particular parish. Father Brown has explained
that his eight year term has come to an end, and that he must
now be relocated to another parish within the diocese.

Bishop Vlazny, I understand and respect the purposes
of the rotation of parish priests. That is, by rotating
the priests throughout the diocese, parishes will each get
the opportunity to have the better priests, and they also
may find consolation in the fact that, should they get a

less dynamic priest, they are not confined to that individual

for a lifetime. However, coffers a unigue situation

in this schema. Our community is large enough that there
are several Roman Catholic parishes from which the people
may choose. Father Brown offers a special inspiration that
T have not found at the other parishes. Granted, that is
only my personal point of view, obviously the fact that I
sit in a crowded pew says something for the way the other
parishioners feel about Father Brown.

In addition, Father Brown's ministry at the

v and in the is still growing:

he still has many lessons to teach; many new people in the

SB0000438
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community are still in need of the care, love, and spiritual
guidance for which Father Brown is so well known. As new
resident physicians at the enter training each
summer, and old residents complete their training and move
away from ~a flux of some three-hundred families
into and out of occurs every year. Many of these
young adults meet and marry in others are blessed
with children, but all of them have spiritual needs; I cannot
implore you enough to consider just how much these young
people would benefit from growing with Father Brown.
I doubt very seriously that another priest could readily
pick up the instruments in the parish and make a symphony
of our members. Yes, other communities deserve to have such
a wonderful priest, but what I am attempting to convey to
you is that still needs Father Brown very much.
Bishop Vlazny, the new rules suggest that a priest may
remain in a parish for a maximum of twelve years. I pray
that you will consider a renewal for Father Brown to serve
in the for another four year term, 1In
this way, the twelve year maximum would not be violated.
I pray that you can find it in your heart to consider the
tremendous ministry that Father Brown does in the

area, and still has to do. If you wish, I will personally

contact the members for a formal petition to you

to consider the extension of his term to the maximum. If
you feel there is absolutely any way that I or the other members
of the parish can secure Father Brown for the
extended term, please do not hesitate to call me

or write to me. I very much appreciate your

consideration. I will in the meanwhile continue to pray for

Father Brown and

Sincerely,

SB000049
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 53987

Oifice of the PO Box 580
Bishops Tel, 507/454-4643

March 2, 1989

Dear

Because your letter about Father Brown is so kind and supportive, I am
sending him a copy so that he might realize how much you appreciate
his wonderful priestly ministry.

A time of transition like this is both painful and rewarding. We
diocesan priests accept priestly ordination with a commitment to serve
the needs of the entire diocese. With the retirement of five priests,
the death of one priest and the ordination of two new priests, once
again this year some of our priests will be called upon to move and
accept new pastoral assignments. If there were no such policy, I
imagine Father Brown would still be in Blue Earth where the people
also loved him and wanted him to stay when he was asked to move to
If and when he moves, you can be sure that the good work e

nas done among you will not be lost. We priests plant the seed, but
it is God who gives the growth.

God bless you, your family and the entire parish community of
You can be assured of my prayers, support and appreciation in

the years ahead.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb
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35 WEST SANBORN
WINONA. MINNESOTA 55987

Cifice of the PO Box 588
Bishop Tel. 507/454-4643

March 2, 1989

Deax

Because your letter about Father Brown is so kind and supportive, I am
sending him a copy so that he might realize how much you appreciate
his wonderful priestly ministry. .

A time of transition like this is both painful and rewarding. We
diocesan priests accept priestly ordination with a commitment to serve
the needs of the entire diocese. With the retirement of five priests,
the deaths of other priests and the ordination of two new priests,
once again this year some of our priests will be called upon to move
and accept new pastoral assignments. If there were no such policy, I
imagine Father Brown would still be in Blue Earth where the people
also loved him and wanted him to stay when he was asked to move to

If and when he moves, you can be sure that the good work he
has done among you will not be lost. We priests plant the seed, but
it is God who gives the growth.

In your letter you pointed out the very special relationship that
Father Brown has with the young community at I assure
you that our Clergy Assignments Committee is keeping that in mind in
assisting me in the appointment of a new pastor,

When we give our hearts to our work, it is always difficult to let go.
I certainly found it very painful a year and one-half ago when I moved
from Chicago to become the Bishop of Winona. But, honestly, I have
found new life and new energy here and am grateful that I received
this call from the Church. I assure you that I too have Father
Brown's best interests at heart.

God bless you and the entire parish community of You can
be assured of my prayers, support and appreciation in the years ahead.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb
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DIOCESE OF WINONA F'L E BUPY

55 WIST SANDBORN
WINONA. MINNESOTA 55987

PO Box 598

Olfice of the
Tel. 507/454-4643

Lishiop

March 2, 1989

Dear

Because your letter about Father Brown is so kind and supportive, I am
sending him a copy so that he might realize how much you appreciate
his wonderful priestly ministry.

A time of tranmsition like this is both painful and rewarding. We
diocesan priests accept priestly ordination with a commitment to serve
the needs of the entire diocese. With the retirement of five priests,
the death of one priest and the ordination of two new priests, once
again this year some of our priests will be called upon to move and
accept new pastoral assignments, If there were no such policy, I
imagine Father Brown would still be in Blue Earth where the people
also loved him and wanted him to stay when he was asked to move to

If and when he moves, you can be sure that the good work he
has done among you will not be lost. We priests plant the seed, but

it is God who gives the growth.
I realize that you believe in the uniqueness of your situation in
I concur with that judgement and I assure you that our

Clergy Assignments Committee will keep that in mind in assisting me
in the appointment of a new pastor.

God bless you, your family and the entire parish community of
You can be assured of my prayers, support and appreciation in

the years ahead.

Sincetrely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb
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DIOCESE OF WINONA F "_ E Bn PY

55 WENT SANBORN
WAINONA, MINNESOTA 55937

Othce of the PO Box 508
Bishop Tel. 507/454-4643

March 7, 1989

Dear

Because your letter about Father Brown is so kind and supportive, I am
sending him a copy so that he might realize how much you appreciate
his wonderful priestly ministry.

A time of transition like this is both painful and rewarding. We
diocesan priests accept priestly ordination with a commitment to serve
the needs of the entire diocese. With the retirement of five priests,
the deaths of other priests and the ordination of two new priests,
once again this year some of our priests will be called upon to move
and accept new pastoral assignments. If there were no such policy, I
imagine Father Brown would still be in Blue Earth where the people
also loved him and wanted him to stay when he was asked to move to

If and when he moves, you can be sure that the good work he
has done among you will not be lost. We priests plant the seed, but
it is God who gives the growth.

God bless you and the entire parish community of You can
be assured of my prayers, support and appreciation in the years ahead.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb
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RECEIVED MAR 8 1989

Bishop John Vlaszny March 7, 1989
Diosese of Winona

55 W. Sanborn

Winona, Minnesota

Dear Bishop Vlaszny,

It is with full recognition of a selfish request that I write
you with hopes that you would re-consider your decision to move
Fr. Syl Brown from You see, Fr.
Brown has touched and changed many lives during his term at

and these changes are still occurring on a daily bhasis.
When the seeds of a crop are beginning to flourish, do we ask a
different farmer to tend the crop?

I have been involved in many groups at since I moved to

.nd joined the church. I have taught CCD, facilitated
RENEW groups, Genesis II groups, served on the Adult Core Group
Education committee for the past two years, and have participated
in PFather’s Catholic Inguiry class. I can vividly recall his
presence at virtually every meeting, if even for a brief sharing.
I used to be amazed at how one man could possibly physically and
mentally handle that much activity with such deep commitment. My
wondering was answered when at one inquiry class, one prospective
parishioner asked Father why priests were not allowed to marry.
He paused for a moment and then explained that the commitment of
a priest is to live their ENTIRE life for the good of others. It
all became crystal clear for me at that moment-Father truly
believes and does live his entire life for others. It is
precisely this commitment that he continually fills that brings
Christ directly into the midst of all of us at ’

His spirituality is energizing. His gentle ways comfort the
most distraught. He is a very special part of our family and has
brought new life to many "ho-hum catholics". He has pulled us
through one of the most difficult experiences many of us will
ever face, the tragedy, by teaching us to replace our fear
with faith, trust, and hope in the Lord. He has grown with us,
beside us, and through us, but we are still young. We are
growing all of the time and his guidance is critical to the
cohesiveness of a parish of our size.

I know that your decision to move Fr. Syl is based on a want
to do what is best for both his and our personal growth. I also
know that your decision will be a well-planned and wise one.
Please know that you are in our prayers to do what is best for

all concerned.

”Wﬁﬁ?‘./@«ﬂw

a-997

Sincerely,

SB000061
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55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55947

Office of the PO Box 588
Bishop Tel, 507/454-4643

March 9, 1989

Dear

Because your letter about Father Brown is so kind and supportive, I am
sending him a copy so that he might realize how much you appreciate
his wonderful priestly ministry.

A time of transition like this is both painful and rewarding. We
diocesan priests accept priestly ordination with a commitment to serve
the needs of the entire diocese. With the retirement of five priests,
the deaths of other priests and the ordination of two new priests,
once again this year some of our priests will be called upon to move
and accept new pastoral assignments. If there were no such policy, I
imagine Father Brown would still be in Blue Earth where the people
also loved him and wanted him to stay when he was asked to move to

. If and when he moves, you can be sure that the good work he
has done among you will not be lost. We priests plant the seed, but

it is God who gives the growth.

God bless you and the entire parish community of . You can
be assured of my prayers, support and appreciation in the years ahead.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb
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DMOCELE CF W T RONA
53 WIENT SANKOUM

VOIMON N BN ESO TN sanay

PO Dox 508
Tivk Tel, 507/454-4643

Callie e al Ml

March 9, 1989

Dear

Because your letter about Father Brown is so kind and supportive, I am
sending him a copy so that he might realize how much you appreciate
his wonderful priestly ministry.

A time of transition like this is both painful and rewarding., We
diocesan priests accept priestly ordination with a commitment to serve
the needs of the entire diocese. With the retirement of five priests,
the deaths of other priests and the ordination of two new priests,
once again this year some of our priests will be called upon to move
and accept new pastoral assignments. If there were no such poliey, I
imagine Father Brown would still be in Blue Earth where the people
also loved him and wanted him to stay when he was asked to move to

If and when he moves, you can be sure that the good work he
has done among you will not be lost. We priests plant the seed, but
it is God who gives the growth.

God bless you and the entire parish community of You can
be assured of my prayers, support and appreciation in the years ahead.

Sincerely yours in the Lotd,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb
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DIOCESE OF WINONA FILE cupv

53 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 93487

Qffice of he PO Box 588
Bishop Tel. 507/454-4643

March 20, 1989

Dear

Because your letter about Father Brown is so kind and supportive, I am
sending him a copy so that he might realize how much you appreciate
his wonderful priestly ministry,

A time of transition like this is both painful and revarding. We
diocesan priests accept priestly ordination with a commitment to serve
the needs of the entire diocese. With the retirement of five priests,
the deaths of other priests and the ordination of two new priests,
once again this year some of our priests will be called upon to move
and accept new pastoral assignments. IYf there were no such policy, I
imagine Father Brown would still be in Blue Earth where the people
also loved him and wanted him to stay when he was asked to move to

If and when he moves, you can be sure that the good work he
has done among you will not be lost. We priests plant the seed, but
it 1s God who gives the growth, '

God bless you and the entire parish community of You can
be assured of my prayers, support and appreciation in the years ahead.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb
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FILE COPY

DIOCESE OF WINONA
53 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

Office of the PO Box 588
Bishop Tel. 507/454-4643

March 20, 1989

Dear

Because your letter about Father Brown is so kind and supportive, I am
sending him a copy so that he might realize how much you appreciate
his wonderful priestly ministry. '

A time of transition like this is both painful and rewarding., We
diocesan priests accept priestly ordination with a commitment to serve
the needs of the entire diocese. With the retirement of five priests,
the deaths of other priests and the ordination of two new priests,
once again this year some of our priests will be called upon to move
and accept new pastoral assignments. If there were no such policy, I
imagine Father Brown would still be in Blue Earth where the people
also loved him and wanted him to stay when he was asked to move to

If and when he moves, you can be sure that the good work he
has done among you will not be lost. We priests plant the seed, but
it is God who gives the growth.

God bless you and the entire parish community of »  You can
be assured of my prayers, support and appreclation in the years ahead.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb
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RECEIVED MAR 2 4 1989

Dear Bishop Vlianzy,

My family moved to in and
wve joineqd My husband and T are in our
mid-thirties ang we have My husband
grew up in and I grew up in and we were both
raise in Catholic schools, We moved to shortly after

We were married and lived there for ten years. 1p all of
our experience in parish life ye have never hag such a
superb priest as Father Brown. 1 am sure you have received

and we would just like to adq our name to the list. we can
not express in words all he has done for us. 1In my mind
Father Brown jis priest that a person thinks a priest

should be. 7T have to admit that I‘have hot known more

than ten but Father Brown has to be the best. T have never
written a letter tc someone's Superior to praise a person

before but 1 just have urge to do so.

soon and if at a1l possible we would love to have hinm stay
if that is his wish. I do not understand how things are
handled in these situations but we are just letting you
know that we a1l love Feather Brown dearly and if he has to
leave we will miss him dearly. But Some parish wili receive
2 blessing by having him. 1 guess we should share is great
gualiities with others and another parish should be entitleg
to his talents a1lso. But we are going to be greedy(hopefully
not sinful) and ask You to please let Father Brown stay at
least awhile longer. We have become S0 much stronger in our
religion and we feel Father Brown is the T'eason and we have
50 much more to achieve. Thank you for listening from our

hearts.

Srnundy
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DIOCESE OF wiriONa ,:'l.!: [:()F"{

33 WENT SANH NN
WINONA, p ININESG T A 3508y

O.ll'icu ol the PO Box ng
Bishop Teb 807745 14643

March 24, 1gg89

Because your letter about Father Brown is so kind and Supportive, I ap
sending him a €opy so that he might realize how much you appreciate
his wonderful priestly ministry,

A time of transition like this is both painful and rewvarding. Ve
diocesan priestg accept priestly ordination with a commitment to serve
the needs of the entire diocese. With the retirement of five priests,
the deaths of other priests and the ordination of two new Priests,
once again this year some of our priests will be called upon to move
and accept new pastoral assignments., If there were no such policy, I
imagine Father Brown would still be in where the people
also loved hip and wanted him to stay when he was asked to move to

If and when he moves, you can be sure that the good work he
has done among you will not be lost. We priests plant the seed, but
it is God who gives the growth.

God bless You and the entire parish community of You can
be assured of my prayers, support and appreciation in the years ahead.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G, Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb
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March 24, 1989

His Most Reverend John Vlazny,

Father Syl Brown from Church is currently counseling

my fiancee and myself in preparation for our wedding on

Father Brown is the only priest I have the pleasure of knowing since
I've moved in Minnesota years ago. He knows both of us really
well and has helped us grow spiritually, My fiancee is Lutheran and

has been impressed with Father Brown's gift of extending his open

arms to people of different church denomination. He knows both of us":

well and has helped us grow spiritually. He is truly a remarkable person

and an inspiration for us. His leadership has made it easier for me

to stay active in the parish.

Our wedding will be a very special event in our life. This event will
truly be very special if Father Brown could be the celebrant.
We would be very grateful if his stay in could be

extended. We will pray for him.

Thank you very much for your time.

Respectfully yours,
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53 WA SANBOKRRMN
WARORN AINNESG A VKT

Ollice of the PO Box 588
Bishop Tel. 507/454-4643

Mareh 29 1989

Dear

Because your letter about Father Brown is so kind and supportive, I am
sending him a copy so that he might realize how much you appreciate
his wonderful priestly ministry.

A time of transition like this is both painful and rewarding. We
diocesan priests accept priestly ordination with a commitment to serve
the needs of the entire diocese. With the retirement of five priests,
the deaths of other priests and the ordination of two new priests,
once again this year some of our priests will be called upon to move
and accept new pastoral assignments., If there were no such policy, I
imagine Father Brown would still be in where the people
also loved him and wanted him to stay when he was asked ta move to

If and when he moves, you can be sure that the good work he
has done among you will not be lost. We priests plant the seed, but
it is God who gives the growth.

God bless you and the entire parish community of You can
be assured of my prayers, support and appreciation in the years ahead.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb
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RECEIVED APR

March 31, 1989

Bishop John Vlazny
Diocese of Winona
55 West Sanborn St.
Winona, MN 55987

Dear Bishop Vlazny:

This letter has begged to be written for over four years. My
biggest regret is that it took Father Syl Brown’s impending
transfer to finally get me to my typewriter. The original
intent of my letter was to thank Father Brown for the way he
touches my life and to encourage him to keep up the good
work. Now, I find I must write to urge you not to transfer

him.

My husband and I began attending

September . We had just moved to from

and were eager to make this small city of spiritual and
medical healing our home. That first Sunday at I knew I

was in the right place. The atmosphere was filled with love,
fellowship and friendship. This was truly a strong faith
family, one like I“ve never experienced anywhere else.

It’s this positive, loving approach to living with God and
each other that has kept me going to church each Sunday. If
I happen to miss Mass, I feel a loss - not because of guilt,
but because the eucharistic celebration each Sunday gives me
strength to go forth through the week. And the man who sets
the tone for this parish is Father Brown.

What I°m about to say next you won’t hear about many priests:
I enjoy, learn from and am inspired by Father Brown’s
sermons. He gives so much of himself - to the congregation
as a whole and to each individual who seeks his help.

was raised in a traditional Catholic family in
I am a former who chose to became a Catholic
in . We have been active in Renew, Valuing Your
Sexuality, Ministers of Hospitality and Confirmation while at
We have grown so much since the days when our bitterest
fights were over religious issues. Our beliefs have since
moved from their far corners to more compatible ground.

This is due, in part, to the people we’'ve met at the
ideas we have exchanged and the approach Father Brown takes

to his calling.

There is a place for women in the church led by Father Brown
- 8 prominent place. I so appreciate that! There aren’t
many other Catholic houses of worship where that’s the case.

3 1938
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And as a "cutting edge" Catholic, Father Brown has made it

very clear that there too is a place for me at God’s table.

That, perhaps, is his most valuable gift of all to me.
At a time when Catholies have been "falling away," Father

Brown packs them in. Please reconsider your decision to
transfgr Father Brown. We - and you - need him in

Cordially.

Parishioner

cc: Father Syl Brown
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DIOCHSE OF WINONA F ' L E BUPY

55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, NHINNESOTA 35987

Ollige ol 1y PO Box 508
Pl Tel. 507/454-4643

April 3, 1989

Dear

Thank you for your kind and supportive letter about Father Syl Brown.
I am happy that You sent him a copy so that he might realize how much
you appreciate his wonderful priestly ministry.

A time of transition like this is both painful and rewarding. We
diocesan priests accept priestly ordination with a commitment to serve
the needs of the entire diocese. With the retirement of five priests,
the deaths of other priests and the ordination of two new priests,
once again this year some of our priests will be called upon to move
and accept new pastoral assignments. If there were no such policy, I
imagine Father Brown would still be in where the people
also loved him and wanted him to stay when he was asked to mave to

If and when he moves, you can be sure that the good work he
has done among you will not be lost. We priests plant the seed, but
it is God who gives the growth.

God bless you and the entire parish community of You can
be assured of my prayers, support and appreciation in the Yyears ahead,

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb
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RECFEIVED APR 5 19689

April 4, 1989

Dear Bishop Vlazny,

I am writing this letter to you on behalf of
my family ang Myself; however, I am certain that our
feelings are shared by many of the parishioners at

in

My husbang, along with our
children are rather new to The decision to
stay in and finally make a Permanent home wags

based on a variety of reasons--and Father Syl Brown at
is one of those reasons.

Personally, it would be a8 tremendous iosgs to our
family if Father Brown were to leave; angd in a community
which e@xperiences a lot of transitory pPeople it is nice
Lo have Something, someone You can count on--when every-
thing else ig changing.

but gso is commitment and a sSense of belonging. Father
Brown is an inspiration and A catalyst for much of the
good work achieved at He is truly the leader
Of our Faith Family and we would like to see him continue
to lead us in our spirituai journey to the Lord,

May the Peace of Christ be with yYou always,

Sincerely,
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DIOCESE OF WINONA F'L E BGPY

55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, AINNESOTA 55987

Olie of the PO Box 568
lishen Tel. 507/454-4643

April 5, 1989

Dear

Because your letter about Father Brown is s$0 kind and supportive, I am
sending him a copy so that he might realize how much you appreciate
his wonderful priestly ministry,

A time of transition like this is both painful and rewarding. We
diocesan priests accept priestly ordination with a commitment to serve
the needs of the entire diocese. With the retirement of five priests,
the deaths of other priests and the ordination of two new priests,
once again this year some of our priests will be called upon to move
and accept new pastoral assignments, If there were no such policy, I
imagine Father Brown would still be in where the people
also loved him and wanted him to stay when he was asked to move to

« If and when he moves, you can be sure that the good work he
has done among you will not be lost. We priests plant the seed, but
it is God who gives the growth.

God bless you and the entire parish community of You can
be assured of my prayers, support and appreciation in the Yyears ahead.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN

WINONA. MINNESOTA 55987

Office of the PO Box 588
Rishop Tel. 507/454-4643

May 8, 1989

Reverend Syl F, Brown

Pax Christi Church

4135 Eighteenth Avenue N.W.
Rochester, MN 55901

Dear Syl,

It gives me great pleasure to appoint you for a term of six years as
pastor of Immaculate Conception Church, St. Clair, effective June 30,

1989.

Father Joseph Mountain, dean of the Mankato Deanery, will act as my
delegate in receiving your profession of faith. I ask that you also
contact him as soon as possible concerning your formal installation as
pastor. It is good for the people to have an opportunity to celebrate
these new beginnings and to welcome you in a prayerful and public way.

Syl, I greatly appreciate the wonderful pastoral service that you have
offered the people of Pax Christi and the larger Rochester community
over these past eight years. You have done extraordinary work in so
many ways. In particular, I must commend you for encouraging respon-
sible stewardship and a highly successful commitment to the needs of
young people in the community. The new parish center will be a
lasting memorial to your pastoral zeal.

I am confident that the parish community at Immaculate Conception will
receive you warmly and respond wholeheartedly to your pastoral leader-
ship. As you begin this pastoral charge, you have my support, ap-
preciation and prayers. If you ever need me for anything, please do
not hesitate to call. I encourage you to collaborate closely with
your brother priests of the Mankato Deanery. The diocesan curia and
support staff at the Pastoral Center in Winona stand ready to assist
you in your many and varied responsibilities.

It is my prayer that this centennial-year appointment will be a
blessing for you and your people. Be assured of my continuing best

wishes and fraternal affection.

Your brother in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny

Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb

cc: Reverend Gerald Mahon
+”Reverend Donald Schmitz

Reverend Joseph Mountain
Reverend Harold Mountain
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PROFESSION OF FAITH

l, 5? / f‘/""‘/"/ , with firm faith, believe and profess

all and e{rerything that is contained in the Symbol of Faith that is:

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that Is seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
efernally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God
begotten, not made, one in Being with the Father,
Through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he was born of the Virgin Mary, and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered, died, and was buried,
On the third day he rose again
In fuifliiment of the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and Is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again In glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son, he is worshipped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We Jook for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

I firmly embrace and accept all and everything which has been either defined by the Church’s solemn
deliberations or affirmed and declared by its ordinary magisterium concerning the doctrine of faith

and morals, according as they are proposed by it, especially those things dealing with the mystery of
the Holy Church of Christ, its sacraments and the sacrifice of the Mass, and the primacy of the

Roman Pontiff.
ST

ATTEST:
;;meﬁ’{\?]/ / O"“"’j‘“"”“ Date @%ﬂwL 3, / ﬁP?
i J‘

(Seal)

(Delegate)
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DIOCESE QFF WINONA @@ll ii

535 WEST SANBORN
VUINONAL MENNESOTA 597

totber ol the PO Box 50U
B Tel, 507/454-4641

October 5, 1989

Reverend Syl F. Brown
Immaculate Conception Church
St. Clair, MN 56080

Dear Syl,

It is obvious that you have moved very well into your new pastoral
responsibilities at Immaculate Conception Church in St. Clair. I am
very grateful to you and the Lord for this happy turn of events.

As you know, it is the plan in the Mankato Deanery that one day St.
Ann's Church in Janesville and Immaculate Conception Church in St.
Clair would be served by the same pastor. With the resignation of
Father Elmer Kellen from the pastorate of St. Ann's Parish in Janes-
ville at the end of this month, the time is now, Therefore, it gives
me preat pleasure to appoint you pastor of St. Ann Church in Janes-
ville, effective November 1, 1989, while maintaining your present
duties as pastor of Immaculate Conception Church in St. Clair. Your
term as pastor of St. Ann's will be co-extensive with your term of
office at Immaculate Conception, which comes to an end on June 30,

1995.

Once again, Syl, I am sure that the people of St. Ann's Parish
will receive you warmly and respond with enthusiasm to your pas-
toral leadership. You know that you have my support, appreciation
and prayers. As always, if you need me for anything, please do not
hesitate to call. I hope that you are building up a good relation-
ship with your brother priests in the Mankato Deanery.

Father Joseph Mountain, the dean, will assist you with any practical
concerns that may arise as you try to establish a cooperative spirit
between the parishioners of both faith-communities. In all these

efforts, you have my continuing best wishes and fraternal affection.

Your brother in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb
cc: Reverend Gerald Mahon
+»”Reverend Donald Schmitz

Reverend Joseph Mountain
Reverend Elmer Kellen
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FILE COPY

DIOCESE op WINONA
35 WEST SANBORN
WINONA MINNESOTA 55947

Gifice of the PO Box 588

Bishop

Tel. 507/454.4643

November 3, 1989

CONFIDENTIAL

Dr. Duane Ollendick
Olmstead Medical Building
210 Ninth Street S.E,
Rochester, MN 55904

Dear Dr, Ollendick,

One of onr priests, Father Sy1 Brown, now sArving at

| . . b
Witl be calling you for an appointment and ap evaluation, I would
be grateful if you would receive hip at your earliest ctonvenience.

Father Brown is a very good priest who is coming off challenging
assignment ag pastor of these past
eight years., He worked diligently ana was beloved by many of the
people. He found it hard to leave the barish but seemg to be adjust-
ing well to his new responsibilitieg,

During my time as bishop (July 29, 1087 to the present) Father Brown
has not been the object of any serious criticism, complaint or
question. But, time and again, issues have been rdaised from the past
involving his unusual approach tog dealing with young men who may be
experiencing some sexual difficulties, It happened vhile he was
serving as ( o and it seems to have
happened again in His unusual Prayers and blessings have
raised the eyebrows of some parents and other cuncerned Catholics, but
their remarks and inquiries are usually of a more Private nature, My
Predecessor, Bishop Watters, indicted to me that he had to deal with
the reaction of some who questioned Father Brown's Judgement in these

matters,

SB000080



Dr. Duane Ollendick
November 3, 1989
Page 2

You yourself are already familiar with the situation because of our
earlier discussion, I spoke to Father Brown and he is willing to come
to see you, as both you and I thought would be a wise course of
action,

I shall be out of the diocese until November 14, but T will be pleased
to receive your report later this month. Thank you very much for your
cooperation,

Sincerely yours,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb

cc:  Reverend Syl Brown
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February 5, 1990

Rev. Sylvester Brown
Church of the Immaculate Conception

P.0. Box 100
St. Clair, MN 56080

Dear Syl,

Thank you for your request in reference to a seminarian for, the
summer months. I will refer your request to Bishop Vlazny as I
do in all cases, and we will continue to make plans about

seminarians for the summer.

Hope all is well as you continue to bring the two parishes
together in a workable schedule.

Sincerely in Our Lord,
P ,

:ﬁ'?v/LA,/‘
Rev.’; Al Mahon

Vicar General

{/
[
Vﬁéc: Bishop John G. Vlazny
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FILE COPY

DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WLENT SANBORN
WINONA. MINNESOTA 55087

Olfice of 1he PO Box 568
Bishop Tel. 507/454-4643

February 23, 1990

Reverend Syl Brown
Immaculate Conception Church
St. Clair, MN 56080

Dear Syl,

Thank you very much for the invitation to stay overnight in St. Clair
on March 10. I have not accepted the invitation because it will be
rather late in the evening when the gathering at St. Thomas College is
finished and I do believe it would be better to stay there overnight
and drive early in the morning to Janesville for Confirmation.

I was grateful that we had an opportunity to meet when you were here
in Winona for retreat at the end of January. I want to remind you
about the importance of our agreement that you revisit Dr. Ollendick
to review his evaluation. It will be important for me to have input
from both of you before making any further determination, particularly
since you are presently unwilling to go along with his proposal for a
more thorough assessment,

It was my understanding that were you and Dr. Ollendick not able to
achieve some meeting of the minds, then I would send you to another
psychologist for an evaluation and report. In all these matters, Syl,
I assure you that I truly do have your best interests at heart and
respect you deeply for your dedication and service to the Church.
Know that you are always in my prayers.

At present I am unclear about my role in arranging for another meeting
involving yourself and Dr. Ollendick. I thought you would handle the
arrangements yourself, but I shall send a copy of this letter to Dr.
Ollendick so that he will be advised of our present stance, May the
coming days of Lent be a time of grace and blessing to you and the
people of both parishes whom you serve as pastor.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb

ccs Dr. Duane Ollendick
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March 9, 199p

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona Diocese

55 West Sanborn Street

Winona, MN 55987

F. Brown

RE: Reverend Sylvester

D.0.B. 9/7/30
Dear Bishop Vlazny:
Thank you for sending me

Father Brown dated February 23, 1990, The purpose
pendence is twofold; first, just to let you know

A4 copy of the letter which you sent ro
of this corres-
that I have not

RECEIVED MAR 14 1930

yet heard from Father Brown regarding the possibility of a follow.

Up meeting with him s¢ as to further discuss

evaluation,
viduals whom 1 thought might be considered for 3
matter. Specifically, as
Father Rick Thompson, 1 had suggested three individuals:

1) ) who is ip
Private practice here in Rochester, was one of my
mentors during my Mental Health Center days and has a
good overall understanding of menta] health issyes along
with some specific experience in the area of sexual dig_
orders and dysfunctions, Further, he jg a(good Catholjc
man!)vho would also have the further understanding and
insights Into the rojes and demands of priesthoog.

the results of my
and second, to share with you the names of other indi-
second opinion in
I bhad Previously discussed with

2) - Licensed Consulting Psychologist,

whom 1 do not know well at a personal level. 1 go know,

however, that _
area for many years, specifically with the subpopulation
of sexual difficulties,
to our own county legal
area. she too is in Private practice.

3) The final consideration would be that of an
1 do not know at ali and, quite frankly, received rather
mixed reviews from others on, Hig name is a
social worker by training, I believe,
within the ’ area for probably the last
fifteen years. While much of the "mixed reviews" which I

%fbung sz ngu”

individual whom

who too has practiced
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The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Page 2

March 9, 1990

RE: Reverend Sylvester F. Brown

hear about him concern more personal issues, he seems to be highly
regarded as a sex therapist and one of the original experts In this
geographic area on thig subject.

I have identified the three potential referral sources above in the order of
what would be my own preferred referral choice. 7T think it would be important
that if a follow-up opinion were obtained, you or Father Brown make available my
evaluation for either direct refutation or concurrence, or you may be left with
a8 report that is biased by the more selected information which Father Brown may
choose to share. Finally, considering that Father Brown has yet to follow
through with contacting myself, it ay be more expeditious at Lhis point Lo just
move for follow-up second opinion rather than to further delay this process. 1
have not foarwarded these referral names to Father Brown, although as you may or
may not know, he did request (February 15) a copy of his MMPI which he wanted to
utilize for follow-up evaluation so that the testing need not be repeated,

As always it is a pleasure to be of service to the Diocese,
With warmest regards,

Duane G. Ollendick, Ph.D,
Licensed Consulting Psychologist

DGO/ jmj
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DIOCISE OF WINONA FE L E Eﬁpv

55 WIEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 35987

Oftice of the PO Box 588
Bishap Tel. 507/454-4643

March 19, 1999

Reverend Syl Brown
Immaculate Conception Church
St. Clair, MN 56080

Dear Syl,

This week I had a chance to speak with Father Jerry Mahon about some
of the summer placements of seminarians. He told me, as you had
indicated during my visit for Confirmation, that you had offered your
Services as a supervisor for one of the seminarians this summer.

Syl, I really do not believe that this is the year for you to take a
seminarian for the summer, I appreciate your willingness to become
involved in their priestly formation, but, until some of my concerns
about your own personal well-being are resolved, I do not believe that
such an assignment would be appropriate at this, time.

We do need to talk again about the matter, I know. I hope that you
have made your appointment to meet with Doctor Ollendick once again.
Please don't get discouraged. I really do believe that your priestly
effectiveness and personal health will he vastly improved (if that can
be possible!) when we finish dealing with some of these matters,

God bless.

Your brother in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb
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RECEIVED SEP 20 1980

JOSEPH E. SWITRAS, PH.D,

LICENSED CONSULTING PSYCHOLOGIST
LAKE AVENUE PROFESSIONAL BUILDING
NO. 116 - 208 WEST SECOND
FAIRMONT, MN 58031
PHONE: (507) 235-5681

September 19, 1990

Bishop John Vlasney
Box 588

55 W. Sanborn
Winona, MN 55987

RE: Psychological Evaluation of Fr. Sylvester Brown

Dear Bishop Vlasney:

I have had the opportunity to do a psychological evaluation of Fr. Sylvester
Brown, and he has requested that I write a veport of my findings. My practice is to
write reports tailored to the needs of the reader. 1In order to provide you with
information relevant to your needs, I need to know what questions you would like to
have addressed in the report. If you could send a note listing some areas of concern

and/or questions, it would be most helpful.

Thank you for your interest and assistance.

Sincerely,

;;;L&7g/f_ffégééi¢;224¢7%%;§d.

Joseph E. Switras, Ph.D.
Licensed Consulting Psychologist
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MOCESE OF WINONA
33 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 35987

Ollice of the PO Box 588
Bishop Tel. 507/454-4643
MEMORANDUM

To: Rev. Sylvester Brown

From: Bishop John Vlazny

Date: September 25, 1990

Re: Enclosed Letter From Dr. Switras

This past week I received this letter from Dr. Joseph Switras of
Fairmont. I found it rather unusual since I had clearly indicated to you
that I wanted him to review the evaluation of Dr. Ollendick and respond

accordingly.

Certainly I would have written a preliminary letter to your visit had
I know with whom you were going to visit and when you would do so0. I do
not see how it's possible for him to respond to my concerns after the
evaluation unless he has been properly informed beforehand. Please clarify
this matter with me at your earliest convenience. Frankly, I was going to
call you about this since I had not yet heard from you during the summer

months.

May the Lord continue to bless your priestly ministry in Janesville
and St. Clair. I shall be awaiting your response before communicating with

Dr. Switras.

Enclosure
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DIOCESE OF WINONA I l LE

35 WEST SANBORN
WINONA. MINNESOTA 55087
Oife of the PO Box 508
Bisho) Tel, 507/454-4643

October 24, 1990

Joseph E. Switras, Ph.D.

Lake Avenue Professional Building
No. 116 - 208 West Second
Fairmont, Minnesota 56031

Dear Dr. Switras,

Recently I received the report of the current psychological evaluation
you did for Fr. Sylvester Brown. I am enclosing the report as it was
received in my office. Since it was unsigned, I would appreciate your
signature on the document and also an opportunity to speak with you
about the evaluation.

When I receive the signed report from you by mail, I shall call your
office to try and establish a time when we might be able to converse
over the phone about ¥r. Brown and your report. Since you and Dr.

Ollendick came to very different conclusions, I certainly want to
clarify the differences and preceed with Fr. Brown in a way that is good

for him and for the Church he serves.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm

Enclosure
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PO Box 588
Tel. 507/454-4643

DIOCESE OF WINONA
35 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

Lillue of The
[HE N

October 29, 1990

Dr. Duane Ollendick

Olmsted Medical Group

210 Ninth Street, SE

Rochester, Minnesota 55904-6400

Dear Dr. Ollendick,

Please permit me to update you in the case of Rev. Sylvester F. Brown, whose
psychological evaluation you sent to me last December lst. As you know, Fr.
Brown had serious disagreements with your recommendation that he be considered
for a more intensive psychosexual evaluation. I gave him the opportunity to
have another psychological evaluation with another licensed consulting
psychologist. He eventually concurred with that recommendation and visited
with Dr. Joseph E. Switras of Fairmont in late summer. Dr. Switras sent his

evaluation to me on October lst.

Enclosed you will find a copy of this evaluation. I consulted with Dr.
Switras by telephone today concerning his evaluation. It does seem that Fr.
Brown cooperated with him fully and shared with him a copy of your evaluation.
On the basis of his report, I am inclined not to insist that Fr. Brown pursue

this matter further.

Any observations or suggestions that you might be able to make at this time
would be helpful. Whereas Fr. Brown was not fully cooperative in all these
developments, it does seem that he did comply with my request in approaching
another psychologist and that he cooperated fully with Dr. Switras.

Thank you very much for your attention to this situation and the many others
that I have referred to you since coming to Winona. I hope that we will have
a chance to meet again in the not-too-distant future. Perhaps another
luncheon engagement would work out well. God bless.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm

Enclosure
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DIOCESE OF WIHNONA F i i E

55 WESTT SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55957
5 nkahe PO Box 508
Tel, 507/454-4643

Farsdbenja

November 7, 1990

Rev. Syl Brown
Immaculate Conception Church
St. Clair, Minnesota 56080

Dear Fr. Brown,

Thank you very much for visiting with Dr. Switras this fall. He
has sent me an evaluation and we have clarified a few matters over

the telephone.

So, I would like to meet with you soon and review the evaluation
and take the necessary steps to put this matter to rest., In
particular, I would like to discuss the suggestion of Dr. Switras
that there may be some "need for some additional training in the
area of handling sexual-related problems and a review of
counseling procedures and ethics in regard to the area of

sexuality and counseling."

Thanks very much for your cooperation in this and so many other
matters. I look forward to seeing you in the not-too-distant

future. God bless.
Your brother in the Lord,
"’GG—{LW S Vufae Loy

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: im
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FILE

PO Box 588
Tel. 507/454-4643

DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

Office of the
Bishop

March 25, 1992

Reverend Syl Brown

Villa St. John Vianney

Lincoln Highway and Woodbine Road, PO Box 218
Downingtown, Pennsylvania 19335

Dear Syl,

Thanks very much for your note and the green shamrocks, You continue to have
a very special place in my heart and in my prayers. I am sorry that the pain
of separation from your people and your work continues, but I am hopeful that
the community of Villa St. John will eventually.help you find some peace and
lead you in the ways of wellness. As Father Joseph Gill reminded one of the
assemblies of bishops in which it was my privilege to attend, there is a price
to be paid for our wellness. It is not always easy.

Thank heavens the pains in your chest and left arm were not indicators of more
serious phiysical problems. Just letting go of things at St. Ann's and Immacu-
late Conception must have been stressful for you in the final days. 1 am sure
you are missed but I am confident that and will do their best to keep
things perking. The people will appreciate you all the more when you returnl

From March 18-23 I was directing a retreat for the seminary deacons of the
St. Paul Seminary at St. John's in Collegeville. It was a grace-filled and
inspirational experience. It brought back many memories and provided me with
a pleasant escape from my regular duties. On Sunday afternoon, after a
Saturday snowfall, I went out with some of the monks to the woods and
witnessed their work in tapping the maple trees in order to make maple syrup
for use in the monastery and for gifts to their friends. After tasting some

of it, I wish I were one of their friends!

As the church moves closer to Easter, Syl, I pray that you will appreciate the
paschal mystery all the more from the very different perspective that will be
yours at the Villa St. John. When I gather with our brother priests for the
Chrism Mass at St. John's in Rochester, you will be uppermost in my thoughts
and prayers. I would also ask you to keep uppermost in your prayers a few
special intentions that touch upon the lives and ministry of some of our

brothers in the presbyterate. God bless.
Your brother in the Lord,
"'\T(Peuaj

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:jm
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Office of the PO Box 588
Bishop Tel, 507/454-4643

DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

April 22, 1992

Reverend Syl Brown

Villa St. John

Lincoln Highway and Woodbine Road
Downingtown, Pennsylvania 19335

Dear Syl,

As we celebrate these beautiful days of Easter I send you my prayerful
greetings and assure you my continuing support. This coming Sunday I
will be visiting St. Ann's in Janesville for Confirmation. You will be

uppermost in my thoughts and prayers at that time. says
that he is "doing his best" to keep things moving along until you
return. also is pleased with the opportunity to take care of

the folks at Immaculate Conception in St. Clair while you are away.

Holy Week and Easter were special privileged moments in my life as a
bishop again this year. Our Chrism Mass in Rochester on Monday of Holy
Week was probably our best. and the people of St. John's
went out of their way to welcome the priests and the many other
participants in the liturgy. The hospitality for the priests was
outstanding. Everyone seemed to have a good time. It's always a nice
night to be bishop. I am confident that you will have many
opportunities to use the holy oils that were blessed that night upon

your return.

This week I shall be heading up to St. Paul for a meeting with the
Bishops of the Province and our spring Minnesota Catholic¢ Conference
meeting. continues to coordinate the efforts of the MCC and
Archbishop Roach seems quite pleased with his service. We shall all
have to offer Archbishop Roach some condolences over losing the papal
visit to Denver! When he thinks about all the work that would have come
along with the honor, he may start feeling a little better!

My mother and sister came for a Holy Week visit to Winona. I brought
them back home on Easter Sunday afternoon and returned to Winona on
Tuesday. It was nice to have a lazy, old-fashioned day off on Monday.
I had the chance to visit with some friends and catch up on a few

personal chores.

was back in the hospital on Palm Sunday afternoon. He is
moving into his new home and plans to stay at the parish until July lst.
I hope that he is not pushing himself too much. His health is not the
greatest and I do hope that he will be able to enjoy his retirement
without having to check into the hospital at regular intervals.
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

Office of the PO Box 588
Vicar General Tel. 507/454-4643

May 15, 1992

Rev, Sylvester F. Braown

Villa St, John Vianney

Lincoln Highway & Woodbine Road
Downingtown, PA 19335

Dear Syl,
1 am writing in reference to the problems which is confronted with
at has extra responsibility because you are gone and

ordinarily the staff and people in the parish make a special effort to
accommodate the administrator who comes to serve. In this case it seems to be
the opposite, with unreasonable demands being made and a spirit which is not
conducive for to accomplish his purpose.

I asked to call you and I am writing simply because your voice may help us
correct the situation. It sounds like you are extremely involved in the
present administration of the parish and becomes less than the
administrator. It is my hope something can be done to move on from where we

are. Thank you.

Minnesota is looking more beautiful everyday and the weather has been
basically delightful, I hope your treatment continues to be a source of new
life and blessings for you during these Easter days.

Sincerely in Qux Loxd,

Rev. . Mahon
Vie Genera :
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P.O. Box 37
Lake Crystal, Minnesota 56055

Bishop John Vliazny
Diocese of Winona
55 West Sanborn
Winona, MN 55987

May 15, 1992

Dear Bishop Vlazny,

This past week I received a phonme call from Dr. Thomas Tyrell requesting

that the diocese send a letter to Father Brown again reiterating our concern
regarding returning to the diocese as well as family celebrations at this
time. I informed Dr. Tyrell that I would consult with you and that a letter
would be drafted and sent to Father Brown. I also informed him that the letter
would contain a statement regarding our consultation with the staff at

Villa John Vianney. Please find enclosed a sample copy of a letter that we
could possibly send to Father Brown. After consulting with Father Mahon we
agreed that the letter would be best received coming from yourself.

"Rév. Dr. Richard Thomson

SB000113



May 15, 1992
Dear Father Brown,

After much consultation with the staff at Villa John Vianney and with
Father Thomson, we have all agreed that it is premature for you to

return to Minnesota. This decision is based on therapeutic needs.

It has been my hope for you since the beginning of the process that you
could come to understand and believe your own meed for being at Villa
John Vianney. It is, I know a very difficult and painful experience to
find oneseif in a treatment setting, yet I know that this is for your
own best interest. Sometimes you may feel like you are being punished
and you therefore have to allow others to make life decisions., Alllthat
I would wish for you is that you could take the best possible care of
yourself, that you would allow yourself to enter into the treatment
program at Villa John Vianney and not be pulled away by others needs.

I know as a priest we all feel very deeply an obligation to our families
and our parishes. That is why when we genuinelyhave to ecare for

ourselves it can sometimes be very difficult to say no to others.

Syl, I wish you to take care of yourself, to put your emotions and energy

into the treatment program. I want you to be able to return to your parish

feeling well about yourself.

Syl, 1'd ask that you would please consider inviting your family to help
you take care of yourself and your needs at this time. Also, that you
would let go of your parish and all those responsibilities. Fabhers Hodapp

and Schneider can watch the store until you return. Please trust that your

people understand that at this time you need to take care of yourself.

Sincerely,

SB000114



Addendum: Today, Friday, May 15 I received another call from Dr. Thomas
Tyrell. He asked that we would include in the letter reference to any
potential legal difficulties regarding Father Brown's behavior. They have
emphasized this with him at the treatment center and he takes this aspect
of his behavior very lightly. I again reiterated to Tom that we are only

aware of one incident involving in
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DIOCESE OF' WINONA F I LE

55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA. MINNESOTA 55997

PO Box 588

Office of the
Tel. 507/454-4643

Bishop

May 20, 1992

Reverend Syl Brown

Villa Saint John Vianney

Lincoln Highway and Woodbine Road
P.0. Box 218

Downingtown, Pennsylvania 19335

Dear Syl,

It was good to speak with you, albeit briefly, last week when you
called. It seems that there has been much discussion about a possible
return for you to Minnesota in the near future. But, after much
consultation with the staff at Villa Saint John Vianney and with Father
Rick Thomson, it is clear to me that all agree such a return would be
still quite premature. This decision is based on therapeutic needs.

It has always been my hope, right from the very beginning of the process
initiated this past winter, that you would come to understand and
believe you own need for being at Villa Saint John Vianney. I recognize
that this is certainly a very difficult and painful experience to find
yourself in a treatment setting, but I am sure that this is in you own

best interests.

You may at times feel that you are being punished and that, as a
consequence, you must allow others to make life decisions for you,

There is no punitive intent, but there certainly is a reasonable basis
from your earlier behaviors to undertake these protective measures. All
I ask is that you take the best possible care of yourself and that you
allow yourself to enter into the treatment program without being pulled
away by the needs of others. As priests we all feel very deeply our
responsibilities towards our families and our parishioners. When we
truly must take care of ourselves it can often be very difficult to say

no to others.

Syl, I am asking you to take good care of yourself, to put your emotions
and energy into the treatment program. I want you to be able to return
to your parishes feeling good about yourself and your minjstry.

Perhaps it would be a good idea to consider inviting your family to help
you take care of yourself and your needs at this time. If they sense
you are at peace, they will be too. As far as your parishes are
concerned, let Fathers Hodapp and Schneider take care of the store until
you return. You need to let go of these responsibilities for awhile.
The people are most understanding. They love you and certainly they
vant you to take care of your own needs.
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;';mgéygreBQijl Brown
May 20, 1992
Page Two

As ‘always, yoi havs.a var'y special remembrance in my prayers. I send
“ou most cordial greetings from beautiful southern Minnesota. Spring
lasted around three days. Now it's summer and the Twins are winning
again! God bless.

Your brother in the Lord,

f—J"@EuA/ S VLeuﬁthLa

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm

cc: Dr. Thomas Dyrell
Rev. Dr. Richard G. Thomson
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DIOCESE OF WINONA i i LE

55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

Office of the
Bishop

June 4, 1992

Reverend Syl Brown

Villa St., John

Lincoln Highway and Woodbine Road
Downingtown, Pennsylvania 19335

Dear Syl,

The Confirmation season has come to an end and by the end of this month there
should be some lazy, hazy days of summer to enjoy here along our beautiful
river. Although the events of this month will keep me engaged, for the most
part, they should be quite pleasant., I look forward to the ordination of

on June 17th. Please keep them and all our brother

priests in your prayers.

This week there were two deaths among the religious of our diocese whom I am
sure you came to know quite well in your priestly ministry. .

of St. Mary's Hospital died earlier in the week. Her funeral will be held
Thursday evening in Rochester. The sisters invited me to preside at the
liturgy. I never knew her in her active days. She certainly was one of the
greats among the Rochester Franciscans who did so much for health care over
the years. May the Good Lord give her pardon and peacs.

The other giant of the past who died this week is ; of
St. Mary's College. Bishop Watters will be having his funeral on Friday
evening., I shall be at Lourdes for the high school graduation, but I hope to
attend the wake service in the late afternoon before I drive to Rochester.
The brothers have been remarkably kind to me since my arrival here five yeats
ago and I certainly want to be with them as they pay their respects to

» The Lord has called home two of His all-stars,
The week also marked some sad deaths among young people, A cousin in his
early thirties died on Sunday. His parents are most disconsolate. I have
been close to them over the years, In fact, back in the earlv 1950s I was in
their wedding party. , the son of

also died in a work-related accident. ne was thirty-one, I

believe. The Lord gives and the Lord takes away. Blessed be the Lord. I as
you to keep these young men and their families in your prayers as well,

I take no news out of St. Clair and Janesville as good news. The people
continue to miss you but _and ° are handling things
well. As I mentioned in my last letter, it is good for you to let them take
care of things for now so that you can take better care of things when you
return., I forgot all about your housekeeper and I am sure that this is not

easy for her. But she will be at peace if you are.

PO Box 588
Tel, 507/454-4643

k
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ﬁmR%veféﬁ% Sji Brown
June 4, 1992
Page Two

Next week I shall be going up to the College of St. Benedict's to celebrate
the Eucharist with the women who will be gathered there from our province as
representatives of their diocesan Councils of Catholic Women. Our women are
hosting the liturgy and they told me that it is traditional for the bishop of
the group planning the litutrgy to come and celebrate the Mass. I wonder about
such a tradition since the host bishop is also invited to celebrate a Mass on
the next day. Bishop Hanus will be with the ladies on Tuesday. Oh well, it
gives me a good excuse to be out of the office on Monday. I think I shall
drive up on Sunday evening and stay overnight in St. Cloud. It will be far
easier than getting up super-early on Monday morning and trying to beat the
clock for the 10:45am Mass there.

Most of our seminarians have begun their summer assignments. Jim Steffes will
not be returning from Rome until later in the month and so he begins on July
Ist. Ruben Spinler is in Austin this summer. I still recall how much he
appreciated being with you last summer. Fred Rolstad will be his new pastor.
He could be his son! Please join me in praying that God will bless our
diocese with sufficient priests and good pastoral ministers to work with them

in the service of our people.

Bishop Watters has made the big decision to move to California in August. As
you know, he has been residing with the Christian Brothers at St. Mary's
College these past five years. His sisters persisted in their request that he
consider moving out to California and live with them in Pacific Grove, which
is near Monterey. He spent a couple of months there with them this winter and
seemed to enjoy it very much. I am grateful that he seems to delight in this
possibility. I do hope it works out. He does plan to come home each year for
a couple of months in the summer. I think he would want to be here at the

time of the June workshops and the priestly ordinatjons,

Syl, during this week before Pentecost we are all praying for even greater
blessings from the Holy Spirit in the life of our diocesan church. I ask that
same Spirit to heal you of any hurts at this time and to renew your sense of
trust and deep faith in your own priestly life and ministry. We live in such
challenging times. Like yourself, I do want to be a man of faith and service.
Please pray that the Holy Spirit will guide me as I attempt to shepherd this

local church. God bless.
Your brother in the Lofd,
+:\"‘&AA/

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm
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DIOCCESE OF WINONA l I lunn'EEi

55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

PO Box 588

Office of the
Bishop Tel, 507/454-4643

July 13, 1992

Reverend Syl Brown

Villa Saint John Vianney

Lincoln Highway and Woodbine Road
P.0. Box 218

Downingtown, Pennsylvania 19335

Dear Syl,

This past weekend I was thinking about you as we celebrated the Fourth of July
weekend here in Winona. I hope you had a fine reunion with your family up in
the Cities. Friday and Saturday were glorious days for me. Lots of time at

home with little or nothing to do!

All those who were given new assignments have reported for duty, thanks be to
God! T have spoken with most of our brother priests who are in new situations
and everyone seems to be adjusting quickly. I guess we become pros at moving,
but not without some pain. Both of the newly ordained are here in Winona.
They bring new life and enthusiasm to the rest of us.

The June workshops went very well this year. All the main Speakers were very
well received and there was a good spirit present among all the participants,
ordained and non-ordained. The Liturgy of Ordination was upbeat and renewing
for all of us priests present. You were missed but I know you will be with us
next year. Bob Schneider and Tim Hodapp carry on as best they can and look
forward to your return with growing eagerness. I met some of your parishioners
at the Serra Club dinner in Mankato and all asked to be remembered to you,
Naturally the people in St. Clair think you should just take care of them and
the folks in Janesville think you should just take care of them. Oh to be

Solomon!

My own vacation begins at the end of next week. I have no great plans for my
time away, but I do hope to spend some time with my family and also some days
in Williams Bay, Wisconsin, along the shores of Lake Geneva. That should be

relaxing and enjoyable.

Four seminarians are assigned to Holy Spirit Parish this summer with Dale
Tupper. They are doing census work. At last the folks of Holy Spirit seem to
have a place for their home. Dale's getting serious now about the building
project and told me to reserve Pentecost Sunday of 1994 for some kind of
dedication., I hope he makes it. I wish it could be sooner. But the community
there, many of whom are your former parishioners, is doing very well even at

Bingo Worldl!

While you were away was at Guest House, He returned to the
parish on July lst. I think I told you that he has cancer and is undergoing
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chemotherapy. Please do keep him in your prayers. The prognosis is good but
chemotherapy is not much fun. is home for the summer and staying
in Rochester while studying German. He goes up to the U of M for classes a
counle of times a week. He is at Resurrection Parish with Don Schmitz.

our fourth theologian of last year who chose not to be ordained, is
also at Resurrection. I hope that this year of pastoral intetnship will help

clarify things for him.

As you probably have noticed in the newspapers, the Twins continue to do well.
Maybe there will be another World Series in store for Minnesota this falll I
went up to the Dome for a game in June to watch my beloved White Sox lose to
the Twins. When I go home for vacation my brother-in-law has arranged for
some tickets to see a baseball game in Chicago. They have a new ballpark on
the south side and I look forward to that excursion.

At the end of this month I complete my fifth year as Bishop of Winona. How
quickly the time flies by and how much more remains to be done. I look
forward to the planning process of the next few years in order to become more
proactive and less reactive in my decisions and actions.

The construction crew is around my house these days. We are making an
addition on the first floor - a chapel. I have been thinking about it for a
couple of years and finally decided to go for it. This will allow me to add a
guest bathroom up on the second floor in the space which had been utilized as
a temporary chapel since I moved into the house. As you can well imagine, a
few eyebrows have been raised but the deans and the members of the Presbyteral
Council encouraged me to go ahead with the project. I hope they have most of
the work done by the time I return from vacation, but that is probably a
futile wish since they will probably abandon the project from time to time
when other building sites require their time and attention. But with the
house a bit in disarray, I really can't have any visitors now and I hope to
have a few guests at summer's end. We'll see how this all works out,

God bless you, Syl. I do hope to get out to visit you later this summer. If I
don't do it soon, you will be standing on my doorstep ready to visit me! God

bless.
Your brother in the Lord,
+3 ol

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:jm
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DIOCESE OF WINONA I I LE

55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 355987

PO Box 568

Office of the
Tel. 507/454-4643

Bishap

July 22, 1992

Reverend Syl Brown

Villa Saint John Vianney

Lincoln Highway and Woodbine Road
Downingtown, Pennsylvania 19335

Dear Syl,

You caught me completely off guard last Saturday morning when you called. Our
conversation earlier in the week led me to believe that you had settled in very
well at Villa St. John and were well into your program. I am sorry that the
stress of treatment continues to plague you but I am extraordinarily grateful to
you and the Lord that you did not leave and will hopefully complete treatment at

Villa St. John.

Since our conversation ended on such a difficult note, I am grateful to have this
epportunity to drop you a line. I have returned briefly to the diocese during my
vacation for the funeral of . He died at Saint Anne's Hospice
on Sunday, July 19th. I saw him for the last time on Wednesday, July 15th. His
blood pressure was very low and they did not believe he would last the day. He
fooled all the medical experts, but the Lord did relieve him of his anxiety and
suffering. May he rest in peace. He was the senior priest of the diocese in
terms of age. Father Scheid, as you know, has been the senior priest in terms of
years of ordination. I think he now holds seniority in both categories.

My vacation will continue until July 30th. It is nice to be free. After the
funeral I shall head down to Lake Geneva, Wisconsin for some relaxation. The
first days at home were busy ones with a family reunion, trips to the doctor,
and other related family chores. But I do enjoy the time at home,

God bless you, Syl. I do hope to see you at Villa St. John before you return
home. I shall try to put together a couple of days next month, if at all
possible, to make the safari to the East Coast. The months and years ahead are
important for the church of Winona. This is not the easiest time to serve the
church but it certainly is an important one. As you come to the end of your time
at Villa St. John, it will be important for you to embrace your priestly ministry
realistically and wholeheartedly once again. I am praying that you will
accomplish that task in'the weeks ahead.

Believe it or not, July 29th will mark the fifth anniversary of my installation

as Bishop of Winona. I do love this diocesan church and I pray that I can be its
faithful servant. Please keep the needs of our diocese in your prayers.

Your brother in the Lord,
+ G obn

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona
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DIOCESE OF WINONA I l LE

55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

Office of the PO Box 5088
Bishop Tel. 507/454-4643
MEMORANDUM
To: Dr. Thomas Tyrrell
From: Bishop John Vlazny * G'ofian l/la.‘ow\,),
Date: August 3, 1992
Re: A Letter for Father Brown from a Victim of the Past

Enclosed is a copy of a letter I wrote to Father Brown as well as a letter
written to him by a former victim who is now I am hopeful that you
or someone at the Villa will be able to review this matter with Father Brown

vhile he is in treatment.
In the present climate, these issues do not die. In fact, if they seem dead,

they clearly come to life again. Father Brown needs to deal with this
unfortunate aspect of his past realistically. I know that you will be

helpful. God bless.

Enclosures
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FILE

Office of the PO Box 588
Bishop . Tel. 507/454-4643

DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

August 3, 1992

Reverend Syl Brown

Villa St. John

Lincoln Highway and Woodbine Road
Downingtown, Pennsylvania 19335

Dear Syl,

This past week was visiting in Winona
and I had a chance to speak with him. He knew that you were away and he
gave me a letter which he asked me to pass on to you. I am enclosing
the letter and sending a copy to so that you can consider
this matter as well in relation to your therapy.

Syl, I look forward to my visit with you at Villa St. John on August

20th. Please know that.you continue to have a special place in my
prayers. All goes well back here in Winona. God bless.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

E 70—4»\/)3- l}.,ea.-pu.«,a

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:im

cc: Dr. Thomas J. Tyrrell
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DIOCESE OF WINONA l lLE

55 WEST SANBORN
YWINONA, MINNESOTA 53987

PO Box 588

Office of the
Tel, 507/454.4643

Bishop

August 12, 1992

Reverend Syl Brown

Villa Saint John Vianney

Lincoln Highway and Woodbine Road
Downingtown, Pennsylvania 19335

Dear Syl,

Thanks for your two letters of July 2lst and 27th. I was happy to hear
from you. I hope that you continue to make progress in treatment.

Syl, I look forward to my visit with you on August 20th. My plans are
to arrive at the Philadelphia Airport on Thursday morning, August 20th,
at 10:30 a.m., on Midwest Express Flight #905. I am hopeful that
someone from Villa Saint John will be able to meet me and bring me to
Downingtown. I must be back in the city by 6:00 p.m. to board the train
for Washington where I have an appointment the next day. I hope that
you can arrange for transportation on that leg of the journey as well.

Thanks very much., God bless.
Your brother in the Lord,
*3 gL/

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm
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DIOCESE OF WINONA i i LE

55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 53987
PO Box 588

Office of the
Tel, 507/454-4643

Bishop

August 28, 1992

Reverend Syl Brown

Villa Saint John Vianney

Lincoln Highway and Woodbine Road
Downingtown, Pennsylvania 19335

Dear Syl,

On Wednesday I received word that you bad decided to stay at the Villa to complete
treatment. After our long and painful meeting with the staff at the Villa, you
did indicate that such would most likely be your choice. I am deeply grateful to
the Lord for helping you and to you for heeding the advice of those who know you

and care about you.

My trip from Downingtown to Philadelphia and then on to Washington was uneventful.
But I almost did miss the train station in Philadelphia because I fell asleep.

I could have wound up in New York! That would have been a tough one trying to
explain to and the people at St. Luke's.

There is a hint of fall in the air today. But I am still holding onto summer. On
Monday we have our Diocesan Religious Education Day in Austin. Sister Joanne said
that we have the biggest advanced registration ever. I hope that all goes well.

I have my workshop prepared and I must finish my homily this evening. It's always

a good day.

Yesterday I made a trip up to St. Paul for a visit with the Archbishop. We had
to clear the air about some matters and I was glad T went. It was a lovely drive
along the river. I managed to stop in St. Patrick's Guild and spend a little
money. That may not have been such a good idea. I should spend my cash in

southern Minnesota and support the local economyl

As was clear during my visit to the Villa, you have worked hard during your stay
there. I encourage you to use this remaining time very well and complete the
unfinished business at hand. Sometimes it just takes & while to get to things.

I certainly was impressed with the professionalism and the caring dispositions of
the men and women who met with us last week. Thank you for being so attentive to
me during my brief stay. Even though all the issues weren't up front at lunch,

I still enjoyed my time with you and am grateful that the staff helped us take in

the whole picture honestly and realistically.
Keep at it, Syl. Please keep the needs of our church in your prayers while you

are at the Villa and also add an extra prayer for vocations to priesthood and
religious life from our Catholic community here in southern Minnesota. God bless.

Your brother in the Lord,
+7 lan
The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny

Bishop of Winona
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Bishop

To:
From:
Date:
Re:

DIOCESE OF WIMONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

MEMORANDUM

File of Father Sylvester Brown
Bishop John Vlazny # U 6dun Vdost iy

September 1, 1992
Visit to Villa St. John Vianney, Downingtown, on August 20, 1992

Upon arrival in Philadelphia I was met by Father Brown and a driver from the

Villa.

I had luncheon with Father Brown and then a nearly ninety minute

session with him, Dr. Tom Tyrrell and three other members of the staff.
During that session the following matters were discussed.

1.

During his stay at the Villa for more than six months Father Brown has
dealt with his own victimization as a youngster. Many behavioral
ramifications resulted.

Father Brown was intent on leaving the Villa on August 27th against the
advice of ALL the professional staff.

I personally reviewed my own experience of manipulation by Father Brown
in the past and even on this day.

During his stay at the Villa, Father Brown has not yet dealt with the
incidents of his abusing others. Letters from that came
to the Villa this month opened the door.

If Father Brown decides to return to Minnesota on August 27th, I made it
clear that he will not be able to return to his parishes and he will not
be allowed to minister. His living and treatment arrangements will have

to be settled (perhaps at his own expense).

A new pastor/administrator will then be needed for the parishes because
of his own indefinite leave from ministry.

Dr. Tyrrell said that he will not "make Father Brown stay" at the Villa.
The decision to stay to complete his treatment must be his own.

If he does stay, he certainly may come home for a weekend visit with his
family. The key is to finish treatment and deal with all issues.

After the session I spent approximately one-half hour with Father Brown.
He did indicate that he would stay. He seemed calm and somewhat

appreciative.

As I reflected on our luncheon meeting, it was not a truthful session.
Father Brown was unconsciously manipulating me to achieve his own
desired need to look good by getting home when he told people he would.
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DIOCESE OF WINONA |
55 WEST SANBORN

WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

PO Box 588

Oy oof the
Tel, 507/454-4643

Disnco’

September 11, 1992

Reverend Sylvester F. Brown

Villa Saint John Vianney

Lincoln Highway and Woodbine Road
Downingtown, Pennsylvania 19335

Dear Syl,

This letter is being sent a bit late, but its wishes are still most sincere.
I noticed that you observed a birthday on Labor Day, September 7th. I pray
that as you begin another year of life you will continue to be open to the
promptings of the Holy Spirit and find much joy and personal peace in the
knowledge of Ged's love for you.

Syl, I do hope that things are going well for you. It has been three weeks
since I came to visit., The final weeks of treatment are always important.

I hope you will persevere to the end and come home with renewed vigor and
enthusiasm for life and ministry here in southern Minnesota. As always, you
have a very special place in my prayers, but especially now.

This past week my mother and sister visited in Winona. It was good to have
them around. Unfortunately, I had to be on the road a lot while they were
here, but I did take them out to Worthington with me for the deanery meeting
and had them stay overnight at the Holiday Inn while I took advantage of the
St. Mary's Rectory Innl We came back home on Friday by way of Mankato and
visited Sister Stanisia and Father Scheid on Good Counsel Hill. It gave me

a chance to show off another part of the diocese.

While they were here I went to Blooming Prairie on Sunday evening for the
Spanish-language Mass with the migrant families. We had seven Confirmations
and four First Communions that evening. I also went to Madison, Wisconsin for
the funeral of on Labor Day. The traffic coming home
was quite heavy and it took me much longer for the return trip than it did in
the morning hours. } was a good friend from my early days in
the priesthood back in.Chicagoe. All of us really were fond of him. He was
our vicar general and an auxiliary bishop when I was ordained.

On Wednesday of this week I went to Indianapolis for the installation of
Archbishop Daniel Buechlein. He is a member of my Bishop's Support Group.

In going to Indianapolis he really returned home. He was a monk of the St.
Meinrad's Abbey before being assigned as Bishop of Memphis in early 1987. He
gave them five and one-half good years, but really left too soon. But his
friends in Indiana are probably happy to have him back.
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I talked to Bob Schneider briefly after my return from Downingtown but I have
uot talked to Tim Hodapp. I should call him and advise him that you will be
away a little longer. He probably knows that by now, but I still should give
him a jingle. You are frustrated and they probably are too. It's always
difficult to work without any clear notion about when the end will be in
sight. Bob had some definite ideas about organizing things at St. Ann's for
this new year. He didn't want to do anything that would unsettle you, but I
said that, if he set up a good plan, it probably would be helpful to you so
that you would not get trapped into doing too much by yourself in the future.
If you don't like what he sets up, you can blame me. But I suspect that he

will have things in tip-top shape for your return.
Syl, please keep all of us back home in your prayers., We didn't have that
Labor Day blizzard that I was worried about, but the weather continues to be

a bit weird. The Twins are still in the race, but Oakland has begun winning
again. And the Vikings won their first game, but so did the Bears!

Your brother in the Lord,
+J ol

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:im
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

PO Box 588

Office of the
Tel, 507/454.4643

Bishop

October 19, 1992

Reverend Syl Brown

Villa St. John Vianney

Lincoln Highway and Woodbine Road
Downingtown, Pennsylvania 19335

Dear Syl,

It's hard to believe that nearly two months have passed since I visited you at
the Villa St. John. I received good news this past week that you will most
likely be back with us sometime next month. I look forward to your return and
I assure you of my continued prayers and support on your behalf.

The weeks have been busy since I last saw you but I also had some vacation
time. I went to Spain on October 4th and came back October 12th., I had a
wonderful visit to Madrid, Seville and much of the region of Andalucia. I
traveled with one of my seminary classmates. We took the high-speed train
from Madrid to Seville, visited the World's Fair there, and then rented a car
to drive around Andalucia. I especially enjoyed the tour of the countryside.
It's so different from southern Minnesota, The people of Spain are most
friendly and welcoming. Since I know their language, the visit was all the

mote enjoyable.

Back home again with a pile of mail on my desk, as usual. But I have worked
through most of it by now. This past weekend I was out west at Slayton and
Pipestone for Confirmation. John Ozbun is just about ready to move into his
new rectory. Bob Taylor has a new director of religious education who comes
to us by way of Duluth, She seems to be a winner and I hope things work ocut
for him there with her assistance. Hisg beginnings were not easy because Larry
Gavin's pastoral minister didn't take to Bob too well. t
The first retreatants of the year came to IHM last week. It was the usual
wild October crew. The brothers tend to get a bit frisky and I hope the
retreat director was not offended. He was a fine parish priest from Saginaw,
Michigan. I spent Wednesday with the retreatants and had a good opportunity
to visit with Larry Brixius who was home from Bolivia for a month's vacation.
He really needed the time away. Life in the missions is not easy., Larry also
came to Slayton for the Confirmation on Saturday. The people enjoyed seeing

him,

This past month we hired one of our former seminarians, James Driscoll, as our
first Diocesan Director of Stewardship. He and Jerry Mahon are going around
to the deaneries for meetings with the priests. They still have visits
scheduled with the priests of the Winona deanery and the Worthington deanery.
They will give me a report when they finish and then I shall probably offer a
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Reverend Syl Brown
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response to the input from the priests. The Diocesan Appeal, as you very well
know, continues to be a neuralgic issue in our ongoing relationship. I am
sorry about that, but I am still hopeful that we can do better without
slitting one another's throats. I think the presence of a full-time director
will really make a difference for all of us. Whenever one's approach is half-
hearted, it should not be surprising that the results are only half of what

one had hoped.

It has been a beautiful fall here in Minnesota. The fall colors arrived early
and were a delight to the eye. I traveled down the river to New Melleray
Abbey for a gathering of the Iowa bishops and the major religious superiors of
the state. Sister Fran Cunningham, a School Sister of St. Francis from
Milwaukee, and I were the presenters and facilitators. It was not the easiest
gathering imaginable, but I think it went reasonably well, In fact, the group
decided to extend its meeting next year for an additional day. That much
seemed positive about the discussion.

My own support group will be meeting for two days down in Clarendon Hills,
Illinois next week. It will be good to be with them for prayer, discussion
and fun. One of our number, Dan Buechlein, is the new Archbishop of
Indianapolis. It should be good to hear about his first adventures there.

There hasn't been much news from St. Clair or Janesville lately. I know that
the folks in St. Clair are eager to get going on a few projects when you
return, You will probably be eager yourself to enter the fray, I just hope
and pray that you will try to keep some balance in your life and keep your own

personal needs as a priority.

You may have heard that our former of
died on October 7th. I had the opportunity to visit
him a few times during nis final illness. His wife, . Wwas a marvelous

nurse and companion during his final weeks. He died at peace with the cross
of his final illness. I was away at the time of his funeral, but Jerry Mahon
said there was an excellent turnout at St. John's in Rochester for the

Lliturgy.

Syl, during these final weeks, please wrap things up nicely, keep us all in
your prayers, and enjoy the fading splendor of Autumn. We had our first snow
in Minnesota this past week. It wasn't much, but it was a reminder of what's

to come. God bless.
Your brother in the Lord,
+ 7 o

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WIST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

Office of the PO Box 588
Bishop Tel. 507/454-4643

November 5, 1992

Thomas J. Tyrrell, Ph.D.

Staff Psychologist

Villa St. John Vianney Hospital
Lincoln Highway at Woodbine Avenue
P.0. Box 219

Downingtown, Pennsylvania 19335

Dear Dr. Tyrrell,

Thank you very much for your recent letter of October 29 in which you informed
me of the clinical recommendations that you anticipate offering to Father
Brown for his aftercare upon discharge on November 18, 1992.

Be assured that I do indeed elect to subscribe to the program you have
recommended. I am grateful that your clinical team is willing to work with
the Ministry Supervision both before and after discharge.

You indicated in your letter that a copy of your recommendations has been sent
to Father Richard Thomson. I shall send him a copy of this letter and request
that you and he cooperate in making all of these matters clear to Father Brown
and workable here when he returns home. Father Brown has agreed to come and
meet with me upon his return. He has an appointment scheduled for Wednesday,

November 25.

Be assured of my deep appreciation for the assistance you and your staff have
given Father Brown. I was particularly grateful for your professional
assistance during my visit in August. It will be important for you to be very
clear with Father Brown that the diocese, upon your recommendation, does
prohibit his involvement in the area of counsellng adolescents or young adults
as well as any work which involves sexual counseling such as marriage
preparation. Obviously, special arrangements will have to be made among the
people Father Brown now serves. That will probably be difficult for him to
accept, but I intend to cooperate with this recommendation.

Please give my warmest greetings to your staff, particularly those whom it was
my privilege to meet during my recent visit. God bless.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

+3 ¢fun J3- VL?G»LL-?
The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona
JGV:jm

ce:  Reverend Richard G. Thomson
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DIOCESE OF WINONA.
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

Office of the PO Box 588
Vicar General Tel, 507/454-4643
MEMORANDUM
To: Bishop John G. Vlazny
From: Reverend Gerald A. Mahonwz
Date: December 23, 1992
Re: Reference of Sexual Misconduct

This is a continuation of the memo in reference to the phone conversation with Mr.
I was able to reach him this afternoon and he revealed the following story.
L)
is presently in When he was old he went
to confession to Father Brown, who at that time was pastor at He was
celebrating the sacrament of Reconciliation face to face.

Father Brown allegedly asked the following questions: Do you play with
yourself? If you do play with yourself how does it feel? Then he touched him on the knee
and asked him to talk about it, the response from his son was, "No,I don’t." Five years
later the boy told his father when he was a student at

Earliers he told his =~ . He also told that that Father Brown had done
this to another boy, his friend who followed him into the confessional.

prefers that you do not use his name, but he desires that you talk to Father
Brown. Once again, he was aware of Father Brown’s leave of absence and time of
treatment, I informed that Father Brown was away for many reasons which
included his sexuality. I informed him that we had not received a report about a minor he
touched inappropriately or inappropriate questions. But Father Rrown was dealing with his
sexuality in reference to adults. I apologized and informed that we would
be happy to talk with his son and offer him some assistance if he desired to deal with his
hurt professionally. He assured me that he thought his son was fine, but he is going to talk
with him when he returns from law school during the holiday.

was very complimentary, Bishop Vlazny, about your homily at He
thought you were terrific because you did speak and raise the question. He felt responsible
to get back to you because he would not want Father Brown being inappropriate with any
other persons. If Father Brown has dealt with these concems in treatment, '
is not hesitant about his participation in a parish. But he realizes he needs supervision and

close accountability.

SB000146



DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

Office of the PO Box 588
Vicar General Tel, 507/454-4643
MEMORANDUM
To: Bishop John G. Vlazny
From: Reverend Gerald A. Mahon M
Date: December 23, 1992
Re: Sexual Misconduct

The Reverend Thomas J. Hargesheimer called me this morning at 8:45 a.m. to discuss the
conversation he had with

. alleges that Father Syl Brown touched his son in the confessional when he
was ten years old. Also he possibly touched his other son and talked about sexuality and
struggles with sexuality. is going to talk with his sons when they come home

from school. One is presently in law school. wondered why Father Brown
was away for treatment and was a bit concerned that he has returned to the parish.

I have tried to reach , which is his home residence, and
which is his number at As of 2:00 p.m. today, I have not reached
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ST H” ”S CHURCH (507)288-8238

RECTORY OFFICE
1315 N.W, 12TH AVENUE
ROCHESTER, MINNESOTA $5901

December 24th, 1992

Rev. Gerald Mahon
Pastoral Center

55 W. Sanborn st.

Winona, Minnesota 55987

Dear Father Mahon:

In response to your request I am enclosing the following facts
about the two incidents that I reported to you on Wednesday,
December 23rd.

I. CONVERSATION WITH

1. At the conclusion of the
. meeting a said he
wanted to talk to me. This conversation took
place about 9:00pm on Monday, December 21st,
1992.

2. He told me that he was considering talking
to the Bishop concerning an incident that
happened to his son and another young man
when they went to confession to Father S. Brown.

31 If I recall the conversation correctly, he said
their was inappropriate questioning by Fr. Brown
to the boys about their sexual feelings and
actions. T also think he said the young boys
were touched by the priest. (I don't recall
the exact type of touch etc.)

4. I told him that he should speak to the Bishop
about the matter and encouraged him to do so
as soon as possible.

55 On Tuesday, December 22nd, I placed a call to
at his place of work and once

again encouraged him to report the incident.
I gave him the name of Rev. Gerald Mahon,
the Vicar General of the diocese, as the person
he could contact. This call was placed
sometime after 9am.  He told me that before
he called the diocese he would talk to his son
when he came home for Christmas.
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II. CONVERSATION WITH

1. I returned to the rectory on Tuesday, December
22nd about 1:30pm. I noticed a phone message
to call a “concerning pressing
legal) charges against " the former

2. I called around 4:30pm.

3. In our conversation he informed me that he

had been sexually molested by
He also told me that he had talked

to someone (I forget the name) and they told
him to talk to me. He didn't. He also said
at a later date he wrote ma a letter about it
but never sent it to me. I told him that I
would get back to him with a week or so.

III. CONVERSATIONS WITH FATHER MAHON

1. I called Fr. Mahon as soon as I could on
Wednesday, December 23rd. I believe the
call was placed shortly after 8:00am and
reported what I had been told by

and by .

2. I received a call from Fr. Mahon after 2pm
on December 23rd. He informed that he had
talked to aTd

Sincerely, - l
ot rxmf,«c/c\_—w e Wt Lok G

_~“Rev., Thomas J. Hérgesheimer
©  Ppastor

MMMMM

éaLLA“L*L ) 7ﬁa—£—k~u__q
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Peb. 1, 1993

Dear Bishep Vlazny,

I weuld like to thank you fer listening te me on Saturday night at
after Mass and preying with me, The tears I had with your Blessing at the end of Mass
were tears of healing, but the weunds are deeper,

Your talk wes weIll done, Anether persen from . wag attending Mass and teold
me your talk was shert and te the peint., I had to swallew what T wanted te say te
her, T thought——God, why another saying semething te me about such a painful
siduation that she had ne way of knewing.

After talking to yeu, 1 did more thinking and realized I wes not handling very
well the past, Se, I-oalled Father Joe Keefe and visited with him in Winena. In
talking te Pather Joe, I had te ceme te acoept thet I. Naven't forgiven Father Broww
which T thought I had ,; Yes, I had made amends te Father Brewn about my HATRED for
im and REVENGE which I mainly have worked through,’ Alse, I believe I had in the
gtatement I read that I fergave him and now have to adwit it was lip service and nét
from the HEART, I did admit te Father Brown the goed that came out of the situation
ag it brought me cleser te Ged, brought me te the Charismatic; Prayer Grouy and
brought me to Over—eater Anenymous: and now te ether 12 step programs,

Pather Joe pointed out to me tiat I have te know vhat I am forgiving Father
Brown for in the precess of Forgiving, I didn' 't realized how deep the hurt or how much
I haven't worked through until my anger surfaoced mere in the past monthe with publicized
abusey, end reminders at werk, I regret net knewing the cemplete details ef what
happened between and FPather Brewm. I have to forgive whatever took place,
There is more I need to forgive as betraying a trust that I hed for Hlerarachy-~by
the Grace of Ged I remained Cathelic. There were seeds of mistrush en mv part with

Did this rTeally happen.er t's ke a real Oathelic haterz

enlled<what 2 Barbaric Practice by CATHOLICS, Hew could Father Brown represent: our

Qathelic faith in such a way te bring disgrace te eur Church, shame to and
I have to forgive fer 211 that tees This situation happen right after

humiila tien,.

my Dad died, How dare Father Brown pick a vulnerable time to let me dovm, I feel

my anger swelling up news I had te accept rejection of and his momi» I regret
not being married but accept net the right one for me, I ask Ood—-Why aid

you have to ge to such extremes to get me not to merry ? I am still engry

atr God, After being in the Charismatic prayer Group for awhile, I Jeined the

Oovenant Group. U shared thet I had hated a person after a break-up but net giving
much details, much less a priest, I was selective in vhem I shared this situation

with in deteil snd went fer counseling. I feel I am grieving the lost of' self-estesm
and oreditibility--Hew meny weuld believe me then abuut Father Brown since this town
thought he was: a "GOD", I feel I was keeplng a dark secreﬁ thet 1 chose not te share
te proteot Pather Brown's character, protect the Church, and Priest in general, I

was heping this was all a nightmare and would ge away. I lost emotienzl and gpiritual
supptrt and empathy by net sharing mere with Covenant and at the sane time ene coupile
felt very strong that nething wrong should be talked abeut priestas. Oenseouently, my
feelings: were not validated, I lesgt mom l% yoars after Ded died se I was grieving

the lost ®f two parents, lost of & boyfriend and Father Brown. 4 part ef the puzzle

of Pather Brewn wae Iecking, Alse, Father Brown vistted his aunt at work for abeut

6 to 9 menths fyequéntly until she dieds I affied prefessionally erecund him buy hurting
deep inside, I wented teo shout about him amd run away from work, As you cen see thers
is much te let go, forgive amd move oen. Bishep, you Brought uo the idea of tolking

to Pzther Brown with snother verson, I know ¥ desire forgiving se I oan get on with
my life; T need God to deliver me frem 21l that is withhelding me in ssying TRULY

I PORGIVE. I need CGod's wisdom in this area now or your advice, '
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Ijust thought ef another thing and I feel this is gefiting domn to the onion peel.

I had confided in Father Brewn about and my relatioenship, Did Father Brewm
take advantege and betray a personnel trus#. ef me not just the OHURCH, T have to

forgive and this ares huris prebably the most.

I am in my over-eating again, If I looge the weight and start to get cempliments
I start to eat more either to punish er to numb the feelings agein., Grented there
are fiere igsues that are causing my over-eating new and related in not forgiving

others and myself,

What I lack these years was a safe envirement te veice whet I o1t snd get
validation for what I felt. Then a persen cen let go of the hurt, turn it over
¥o God, let the healing take pleace, and allew splritual and emotional growth te
blossem. I tried te talk about this situation in 12 step groups, but talked in
ciroles and I loeeked like the “Worazy one" because eothers did net know where I was
coming from er vhat I was getting at withoult details, and I ended up feeling mere

inseoure a2nd angry,

Have you considered offering a week—end retreat on HERALING Just for vitima
and significant 'ethers and family of those abused by PRIESTS OR RELIGIOUS? Jincse
this is epread throughout the country, I don't knew hew many would take adventage
of or show an interest, Coensider having lay people available fer these who reject
the Church and religiocus for these whe are comfortable, giving in the same area,
There would be questions asked, anger expressed in a safe envirement, and possibility
of reconoillation beginning or oontinuing. This might have te be offered in the
cities, for: the whole state. Another idea would be s 12 stepy program on this
issue of Abuse by priest or religious fer the vietim and signifeant others end
family. Alms the abusers families are hurting snd have te deal with forgiving thetir
love one snd s2ceeept him or her, I feel this would far harder to implement.
Possibly If & retreat would prove effeotive this would be anether avenue, and
then prebably a shert duratien of 3 menths, Boed for thought,

Sinee I em a miTd dyslexie: persen everlook tyning eorreotions, It ig easier
to read my tyoing than my writing.

1 asked Father Jee to read and to forward this lYetter to you,

Thenk you for hearing me out and reading a letter thet became far lenger than
I expected, and I wanted to clarify statements;

Sincerely yours

P.S, As I recell this inoident happened en July 3, 1985. On July 4, 1985, Father
Brewn called me st heme to tell me He talked to Tast night and things were
worked out, I was on cloud 9 to Sveak of, When I get hold of I told him
FPather Brown had celled and shouted te me& hew I could send him to a PERVERT,

T was in sheck.I think as he talked on, Needless te say I didn't sleep much, ocalled
in sick July 5, 1985 and went out to his place then his parents and his Mem hesitantly
open the deor as I stood in the rain,” Father Brown called me a few days Iater at
1% f0% L 2ung yp op hin, 1 nead nialing to Torgive Pather Srom, ks ststed in
WOUld Bt hrre ’ elleve, some are spirituslly and emetion2lly sick and that
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DIOCESE OF WINONA e Bomw

55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

PO Box 588

Office of the
Tel. 507/454-4643

Bishop

February 25, 1993

Dear

Please accept my warm greetings and prayerful support as we begin the holy
season of Lent. You will have a very special place in my heart and in my
prayers during these forty days.

I want you to know that I did not receive your letter of February 1
until this past week. Perhaps the delay was a result of your meeting with
Father Keefe. I simply did not want you to think that I was ignoring your

letter.

During our conversation in last month, I did suggest the possibility
of a meeting with Father Brown so that you could speak with him about the
hurts in your life that resulted from his actions. Parhaps the sharing of the
hurt would be an important step in order to achieve the healing you need so
that you might be able to forgive him. I would be willing to speak with
Father Brown in order to arrange the meeting and I would also be personally
present at the meeting unless you preferred that I ask another prlest to
represent me when you and Father Brown meet, .

Certainly it was good to hear from .you. I realized after you left in January
that I never asked your mname. I am sorry about that. It would have been
difficult to contact you once again unless you had written.

During this holy season let us keep one another in prayer. I look forward to
hearing from.you. God bless.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

+ T odon B VA0 canny -

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: §m
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March 2, 1993

Dear Bishep Vlazny,

Before Lent sfarted I did complete a 5th step., Now due teo a food allergy,
I wil) be acoountable in writing to & Doctor what I eat so my overeating will be
more in check, With woTrking en the willingness to forgive Father Brown, this
probably will be one of my better Lent's,

Thank you for answering my letter and clarifying the time aspan for writing,
AYso you clarified for me tHal seeing Father Browm woeuld be a step before forgiving,

I would appreciate YOUR presence at such a meeting,. I feel snether Priest
could feel uncomfortable under circumstances with their peer,” Your schedule has
to Be very busy and I feel bad asking your time for this matter. Would you
pleage make the arrpngements? I work mainly days unless I pick up more hours.

I have off every other Friday and Tuesday, end every other week-end. I oould be
in Winona by 4115 P.M. or anytime on my days off, Would we drive to vhere
Pather Brown lives? My days eoff witheut plans are as follows

March 9, 13, 19, 23
May 4, 8, 9, 14, 18, 22, 23, 28,

Could you make it very cleer that I do not want contact with Pather Brown

alene per phone or in vperson? As I said before I felt he denied the situation,
What he denied was that he did net touch ~ and that may be true., PFather
Brown told me he had to work out forglving me before for geing te Bishep Walters,
and that thie situation would have to be straighten out in Heaven, I may bBe very
judigemental but I did not feel sincerity or gorrew for whatever he did,’

It 48 I who sheuld have introduced mysélf before talking to you, Thank you
for your orayers and you are in mind.

Sincerely yours,

SB000154



DIOCESE OT WINONA F ! Ll

55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

PO Box 586

Office of the
Tel. 507/454-4643

Bishop

March 8, 1993

Dear

Thanks very much for your letter of March 2nd and the list of dates in
which you would be available, I shall now be contacting Father Brown
about our conversation since I have not yet alerted him to this
invitation to meet together. ’

I will get back to you about the details. It probably would be
best to meet here in Winona, but I will let you know. You have the
support of my pfayers during this graced season of Lent. I really hope
and-pray thgﬁ/this willhhg‘"one of your better Lents," as you suggested

i your lefter.
S%?cerely yours in the Lord,
.+:M Jﬂ- (/ltw.m,,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:im
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DIOCESE OF WINONA i E LE

55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

Office of the PO Box 588
Bishop Tel. 507/454-4643

March 11, 1993

Dear

This past week I had the opportunity to speak with Father Brown about
our planned meeting. He is certainly willing to meet with the two of
us and I believe it will be a blessed moment for all of us.

Thank you for the many dates you offered. My own calendar is quite
complicated in the spring time and, after reviewing the dates you
offered, I suggest we meet in | . Tuesday,
May 18, at 4:30pm. I shall send a copy of this letter to Father Brown
so that he too will be advised of that date and place,

If you have any difficulty with these arrangements, please do not
hesitate to call. I look forward to seéing you in May and assure you
of my continued prayerful support. God bless.
Sincerely yours in the Lord,

-+ JO«&W JA Mi‘bb\.\v

The Most Reverend John G, Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm

cc: Reverend Sylvester F. Brown
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March 13, 1993

Dear Bishop Vlazny,

I did not expeot te receive an anawer for a meeting date so soon,
Thank you for making the arrangements,
I will plan en meeting you snd Father Brown at on

Tueaday, May 18, 1993, at 4530 PM.,
In cese of emergencies my home number isg
work number is

Centinue to keep vraying for a spiritusl healing, I am in the
prooess of listening te tapes on PRAYER NOURSE FOR HEALING LIFR'S RURTS

by DFNNIS AND MATT LINN AND SHEILA FABRICANT,

Sincerelv ynurs,
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DIOCESE OF WINOMA F E Lt

55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

QOMee of the PO Box 5i8
Bishop Tel. 507/454.4643
MEMORANDUM

To:
Father Syl Brown
From: Bishop John Vlazny +efur Wlutuay
Date: May 5, 1993
Re: Our Meeting on Tuesday, May 18

There is a slight change in our plans for the meeting we have scheduled
together on Tuesday, May 18. I am still hopeful that both of you will be able
to be present on that day. If it is not possible, please let me know at your

earliest convenience.

Our meeting is rescheduled for 3:30 p.m. at

We will use tha office of
) Her office is located on the main floor, +  When

you arrive please inquire at the reception desk for directions to her office.

I look forward to seeing both of you on May 18. You and your intentions will
be in my prayers.
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SEXUAL MISCONDUCT POLICY
OF THE
DIOCESE OF WINONA

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RECEIPT

I hereby acknowledge that I have received a copy of the Sexual Misconduct
Policy of the Diocese of Winona and that I have read it, understand its means,
and agree to conduct myself in accordance with the Policy.

vace: ZLYES

Signed: ,\4/
vl

D)
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Vicar General
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESQTA 55947

Office of the PO Box 588
Vicar Generol Tel. 507/454-4643
MEMORANDUM
To: Bishop John Vlazny
From: Father Gerald Maho
Date: September 3, 1993
Re: Reverend Syl Brown

Rick Thomson called about a phone conversation he had with
believes to be a reasonable person who has many

concerns about the financial matters at and gave a number of examples of what
appears to be a problem.

has tried to call me and we were not able to connect. He is difficult to get a hold
of by his own admission which has resulted in no contact between us as of this time.

recently became concerned because Syl has not shared honestly with him. He plans
to confront him strongly on their next meeting. After listening at length to , Ldo
wonder about the possibility of inviting to facilitate a meeting with Father Brown
present. Since Rick was there for a short time and works with Syl, he might be able to
confront the suspicions about inappropriate management and administration of funds. The
building project seems to be one of the concerns, but there are obviously others which he

has not been able to deal with directly.

Also, 1 can chat with you about this in person to clarify some of the issues.
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RECEIVED SEF 17 1993

Reverend Dr. Richard Thompson
Holy Family Parish

PO Box 37

Lake Crystal, MN 56055-0037

September 14, 1993

Bishop John Vlazny
55 W. Sanborn Street
Box 588

Winona, MN 55987

Dear Bishop Viazny:

Before our meeting next weel, I thought in important that I bring to vour attention a mattcr in

regards to Father Brown. Last week I received a call from |
He spoke to me about some serious concems regarding finances and

parish life.
In particular, there is a good deal of concern regarding parish finances. Also, there seetns to be

some fear on his part as well as other parishioners in communicating with Father Brown. They
have been ignored and chastised for questioning soine of these financial transactions.

I referred to Father Mahon regarding these difficulties. Also, I will be meeting with
on Wednesday, September 29th. You may want fo discuss strategies regarding this

situation.

Revetend Dr. Richard Thompson
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DIQCESE OF WINONA
35 WEST SANDORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

Office of the PO Box 588
Bishop Tel. 507/454-4643

December 29, 1993

Dear

Please accept this acknowledgement of your letter of December 27. I
appreciate the support you give Father Syl Brown, but he really is doing

very well,

Sometimes in the face of criticism we priests easily become discouraged.
That certainly would not be surprising for a good man like Father Brown,
Please do keep him and the people of his parishes in your prayers.

Blessings to you and your husband for the new year. I am glad that
Father Brown has been helpful to the two of you. I shall be praying for
your husband in his illness. God bless.
Sincerely yours in the Lord,

T 0bun o Ulat i

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:im
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

QMCe of the PO Box 588
Bishop Tel. 507/454-4643

Décémber 29, 1993:

Dear

Please accept this acknowledgement of your letter of December 21 in

which you expressed your support for Father Brown. I trust that you

have shared some of your ideas about the parish building project at
with Father Brown himself. I shall take the

liberty of sending a copy of your letter and my reply to him.
Blessings to you and all the people at for the
new year. We have so many opportunities to proclaim the good news

of the gospel. We cannot let our minor disagreements overburden us,
Please pray for the guidance of the Holy Spirit in all the parishes

of our diocese.
Sincerely yours in the Lord,

+ Jﬂ—ﬁu:-}&llveo.‘l.u._,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: im

cc:  Reverend Sylvester F. Brown
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Where the
Journey
Upward

Begins

Anew January 12, 1994

Bishop Blazny
55 West Sanborn Street
Winona, MN 55987

Dear Bishop Blazny,

Father Salvatore Brown is scheduled to return to The Anodos Center for
Psychological Reassessment. We look forward to beginning the four-day process on
January 31, 1994. A conference will be held on Thursday of that week at 11:00 a.m. to

discuss reassessment results.

We invite you or an appropriate representative to attend the conference and we will
provide you with a follow-up written report upon receipt of the client’s consent,. We
encourage you to discuss the issue of confidentiality with the client prior to the initiation of

the reassessment process.

In order to evaluate Father Brown’s continuing progress, it is necessary for you to
complete the enclosed form. Please complete this form with detailed background on issues
important for our consideration in reassessing Father Brown. We would appreciate receiving
it by January 27, 1994 so that we may begin our preparation.

We look forward to working with you in the continuing support of Father Brown.

Sincerely,
?

/&{,L-M"ﬁ\‘t,l-/ﬁ XZ’?"’M: )j/ .-{‘:
Sandra O’Hara, M.S.
Program Director

SOH:mck
enclosure

A division of St. John Vianney Hospital, P.O. Box 219, Downingtown, PA 19335 / 269-9735
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a0 SANBORN

VPt A M ROTA S5087

PO Tox Hin
Tel. 5077454 4647

ool the

February 14, 1994

Dear

Thanks for your letter of February 2nd. I hope you had a good vacation on
the ski slopes of Colorado.

Your observations about our meeting at and Father Brown's behavior
are very important. If his ministry there is truly ineffective, we may need
to consider a change there. I certainly would be willing to discuss this at

greater length with you.

I have not resolved this matter yet with Father Brown. It will be important
for me to visit with him as a follow up to the meeting with the parishioners.
Maybe the three of us need to sit down together. Let me know your thoughts.

God bless.
Your brother in the Lord,

iifp&u/v&-ﬂfﬁbtt¢»a

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm
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SRer April 11, 1994

Most Reverend John Vlazny
Box 588
Winona, MN 55987

Dear Bishop Vlazny,

This psychological report is based on the clinical interviews and testing results of
Father Sylvester Brown's re-evaluation assessment conducted from January 31, 1994 to
February 3, 1994 at the Anodos Center. This report responds to the general findings of this
assessment process which was recommended upon discharge from Villa St. John Vianney
Hospital. Our evaluation procedure is a multidisciplinary one that includes our staff
psychiatrist, pastoral counselor, and psychologist, whose signatures appear at the end of this

integrative report.
While we have provided a current update of Father Brown at this time, we recognize

the dynamic nature of one’s life and ministry and suggest that this report be viewed as an
instrument for present discernment. Individual and/or community changes may necessitate
further evaluation and consultation with our professional staff. Please feel free to initiate
such contact with a telephone call.

The contents of this report are sensitive and confidential and are being released by the
Anodos Center only to those identified through the written authorization of Father Brown.
Given the psychological complexity of some of this information as well as its private
significance, we urge you to exercise the utmost thoughtfulness in disseminating any of its
contents,

If we can be of any further assistance to you regarding Father Brown or in any other
way, please let us know. We appreciate the opportunity to work with you in our shared

ministry.
Sincerely,
)/M,é&.n/ ﬂ /%H.d., ‘%/ ;
Sandra O’Hara, M.S.
Program Director
SOH:mck
enclosure

A division of St. John Vianney Hospital, P.O. Box 219, Downingtown, PA 19335 / (610) 269-9735
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COLLEGE OF CONSULTORS Minutes of the Meeting 29 April 1994
Diocese of Winona Pastoral Center

Present: Bishop John G. Vlazny, Rev. Gerald A. Mahon, V.G.; Rev.
Msgrs. Roy Literski, J. Richard Feiten; Revs. Donald Grubisch,
James McCauley, Donald P. Schmitz, Joseph Keefe, John Kunz, James
Timm. Absent with excuse: Rev. Tom Jennings. Present with passive
voice: Rev. Edward McGrath, secretary; Mr. John Broadwater,

Director of Finance.

I. Bishop Vlazny opened the meeting with a prayer at 2:00 pm.
II. The reading of the minutes was dispensed.

IIT. The agenda was approved

IV. Review of the financial situation at St. Felix, Wabasha.

The review noted for the College the ongoing concern about the
large debt for the parish. As construction bills have been
paid, the repayment of the loan to the diocese should begin
soon. It was noted that interest payments billed 31 October
1993 and accrued to date have not been paid, but this is not
unusual and a matter of concern if the payback period is
delayed. The Bishop spoke of the difficulty of completing a
successful capital campaign for the remainder of the debt
after the current pledges run out because the project is

complete.

V. Review of the financial matters at Immaculate Conception,
St. Clair.

The review noted for the College that a large sum of money was
unreported to the Diocese and most parishioners. The amount
of tax owed to the Diocese from the investment of the funds
will be calculated and applied. Fr. Harold Mountain was asked
to arrange for the repayment of $17,000 to the parish for
funds used to purchase an automobile for himself at the time
of his retirement, with only the approval of the trustees,
lacking the required proxy and contrary to diocesan policy.
Fr. Sylvester Brown will review and bring his accounting
procedures into line with acceptable accounting practices.

VI. Review of the financial problems at St. Bernard's,
Stewartville.

The College considered three issues relative to the situation
at St. Bernard's:
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COLLEGE OF CONSULTORS Minutes of the Meeting 29 April 1994

a) payment of diocesan tax on unreported income by the parish;
b) restitution by Father Engels;
¢) the reassignment of the pastor, Fr. Richard Engels.

a) The College, after discussion and individual consultation
of the members, recommends to the Bishop that payment of
tax on unreported income be made to the diocese.

b) Regarding the guestion of restitution by Fr. Engels to the
parish, members of the College recommended restitution.
The question was raised about fair criteria. Fair and just
criteria are the diocesan policy for compensation of
priestz and Jjustice to the people of thea parish. Tha
Bishop and the Director of Finance will work on a figure
for restitution by Fr. Engels. The Bishop will consult the
College by mail in making the final decision.

¢) Regarding the reassighment of Fr. Engels, guestions were
raised about a proposed fiscal officer: Accountable to
whom? How long would the arrangement last? The College,
after discussion and individual consultation of the
members, recommends that the Bishop reassign Fr. Engels to
parcchial responsibility as a Parochial Administrator,
without the faculty of financial administration. Fisecal
responsibility will be assigned to another person appointed
by the Bishop with accountability to the Bisheop through the
Diocesan Director of Finance.

IV. In the interest of time, the diocesan budget was not reviewed
in detail. The College was assured that, even with the new
personnel, the budget will be balanced.

V. The discussion concerning just salaries in small parishes was
deferred to a later meeting.

VI. The Bishop adjourned the meeting at 4:00 pm with a prayer.

Respectfully submitteq,

Reverend Edward F. McGrath, Secretary
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DIOCESE OF WiNONA
55 WEST SAMMBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 53987

Gffice of Liocesan

Finances Tal, BOF/ 455 1447

Confidential Memo

To: Fr. Mahon
From: John Broadwater
Date: November 7, 199
Re: Fr. Syl Brown,

I received a call on November 7 from Fr. Brown. He said that he intended to terminate
his Religious Ed. Director and asked for advise on how to go about it. I asked the reason
that they were pursuing the termination, and he said that they were paying her $18,000
and that their budget could not afford that much and that they would be creating the job
at $12,000. I asked if that was a reduction in hours worked and he said that it was not.

I also asked him if he intended to do this right away and he said that she had a contract
through the end of the fiscal year and so the change would take place next year. I then
asked if he would offer the job at a reduced salary to the existing director, and he said

that "no he would not".

It was starting to sound to me like he was eliminating a person more than reducing the
budget line so I advised that he contact an attorney before taking any official steps. I
followed up by telling Fr. Brown that local attorneys may not have the expertise in this
area that he would need and that he should call George Restovich in Rochester.

On November 8, I mentioned the situation to Sr. Joanne Loecher to see if she knew

anything about this individuai and why this might be happening. She said that there had
been a conflict between the director and Fr. Brown.
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINMESOTA S5u87
Office of PG Box 503

Religious Educalion Tel. 5077454 4613

November 9, 1994

Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

P.O. Box 588

Winona, Minnesota 55987

Dear Bishop Vlazny,

This is a letter that T write to vou about a phone call T received a week and one-half ago

from i . ! She
was calling for a listening ear. The incident she called about regarded an abusive situation

between Father Brown and herself which lasted about one-half hour. She reported that
"Father Brown was very inappropriate in his anger. He was abusive emotionally and
verbally to me with many accusations that were demeaning and unchristian. He was
irrational and unreasonable, At one point he took off his collar and shoved it at my neck

and my face."

Because of Father Brown's abusive anger, . became so ill that she had to take a haif-
day sick leave. She is concerned about having a safe place to work. She asked about
writing to Father Brown and sharing her concerns over what had happened. I suggested she
write a letter requesting a meeting with Father, herself and another neutral person to discuss
the incident. felt that could be a possibility and said that she would try to write a

letter to Father Brown.

a very competent, dedicated, professional who has a
master’s degree in theology from . has worked ten years as a religious education

director and seventeen years as a teacher.
Sincerely in the Lord,
)ﬁo , g/‘%/nmc/)(f{ﬂ/déb} iU

Sister Joanne Loecher
Director of Religious Education
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November 10, 1994

Reverend Svivester F. Brown

Dear Father Brown,

I am writing in reference to concerns about an employer/employee relationship at
phoned the Pastoral Center and visited with

for the Diocese of Winona, about
a conversation with you which led her to feel disrespect and mistrust.

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny, Bishop of Winona, has reviewed this material and
desires a meeting between you and with additional persons.

In the face of this conflict, I am asking the dean, Reverend John M. Kunz, to meet with
you and - along with This will allow for a professional

review of your conversation and hopefully you will be able to move towards some resolve
about the conflict and create an environment of trust and respect.

Father John Kunz is out of town presently but when he returns the meeting needs to be
called as soon as possible within light of everyone’s schedule.

Sincerely in the Lord,

W@.M

Reverend Gerald A. Mahon
Vicar General

cc:  Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Reverend John M. Kunz
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December 3, 1994

Dear Bp Vlazny,

Recently you requested that I wmeet with and Fr.
Syl Brown concerning a recent conversation they had. We met
on Wed., November 30 along with Sr. Joanne Loecher and Fr.
Joe Pete, Both Fr. Brown and were given the
chance to tell there experience of the Oct. 25 encounter. It
seemed apparent toc me that there has been a pattern of
misunderstanding growing over a period of time. Fr. Brown
did apologize for his angry comments of that day but
expressed how he felt pressured into the situation, There
continues to be tension between them but this was a good step
towards extablishing a working relationship.

It was decided to continue the process with the help of a
facilitator. I will be meeting with Fr. Brown and chis
Tuesday (Dec. 6) to facilitate further healing.

Sincerely in the Lord,

Rev. John Kunz
Dean

¢ce: Fr. Syl Brown

Fr. Joe Pete
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Ofice of the PO Box 504
Bishop Tel. 507/454-4643

February 6, 1995

Reverend Sylvester ¥. Brown
Saint Ann's Church

Box 218

Janesville, Minnesota 56048

Dear Syl,

Thanks for coming to visit with me during your retreat days. I am sorry that
I was unable to make it to Saint Clair for Confirmation on Saturday. I am
still homebound but I am at least "interested" in my work once again.

At the end of our visit you mentioned that you would be terminating your
psycho-therapy sessions with Dr. Switra at this time. One year ago Villa
Saint John recommended that you have such monthly sessions. Given the fact
that you desire termination of these sessions and are also interested in a
change of assignment this year, I think it would be a good time to return to
the Villa for another evaluation which the diocese would provide for you. I
know it may be somewhat awkward for you to return to the Villa now, but your
own well-being and the appropriateness of terminating psycho-therapy need to
be considered by me.

Frankly, I am also concerned about the restrictions on your ministerial
activities in a new pastoral setting. It would be good for me to have an
honest feedback from the Villa about your aftercare as we lock to the future.

I shall send a copy of this letter to Father Thomson and I ask you to make
arrangements with him for the evaluation at Villa Saint John. God bless.

Your brother in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm

ces Reverend Richard G. Thomson
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February 20, 1995

Most Reverend John Vlazny
35 West Sanborn

Box 588

Winona, MN 55987

Dear Bishop Vlazny,

Father Richard Thomson has scheduled Father Sylvester Brown to retumn to The
Anodos Center for Psychological Reassessment. We look forward to beginning the four-day
process on March 27, 1995. A conference will be held on Thursday of that week at 11:00

a.m. to discuss reassessment results,

We have invited Father Thomson or an appropriate representative to attend the
conference and we will provide you both with a follow-up written report upon receipt of the

client’s consent.
In order to evaluate Father Brown’s continuing progress, it is necessary for you to
complete the enclosed form. Please complete this form with detailed background on issues

important for our consideration in reassessing Father Brown. We would appreciate receiving
it by March 20, 1995 so that we may include it in our preparation.

We look forward to working with you in the continuing support of Father Brown.

Singerely,

enclosure

A division of St. John Vianney Hospital, P.O. Box 219, Downingtown, PA 19335 / (610) 269-9735
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Offica of the
Bishop

February 27, 1995

The Anodos Center
P.0. Box 219
Downingtown, Pennsylvania 19335

Dear ;
Enclosed are my responses to your inquiries in preparation for the
reassassment of Father Sylvester Brown which will begin on March 27,

1995. I believe Father Thomson plans to be with you on March 30 to
discuss reassessment results.

Thanks very much for the care you have given priests of our diocese.
I hope that this visit of Father Brown will be helpful to him and his

ministry,
Sincerely yours in the Lord,
- To—&.u/\)l Vue(l'-(.,bbwy

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV; jm

Enclosure
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April 5, 1995

Reverend Sylvester F. Brown
Saint Ann's Church

Box 218

Janesville, Minnesota 56048

Dear Syl,

It was good to have an opportunity to visit with you in Fairmont on Tuesday.
Thanks for meeting me at the annual Diocesan Rural Life Day. I'm sorry that
I couldn't take you to lunch.

Syl, I certainly heard your anxiety about a move and I am grateful that you
expressed it to me. I will remain open to your staying at Janesville for
another year, but I still wonder if you could entertain the possibility of
taking a move within a year or two. Otherwise, I guess we just have to
presume you will stay at Janesville until you retire. That doesn't seem like
a good long-term plan nor does it seem like it would even be desirable : for
you, but that latter observation may be off target,

When I hear from Villa St. John I will be in touch with you again. I know
that you will be leaving for the Holy Land after Easter and I certainly do not
want you to travel with any more anxiety than you already have.

God bless you and your people as you prepare for Holy Week and the great

Easter feast. The folks in St. Clair should be told now about the appointment of
Fr. Russell Scepaniak as their new pastor at the end of June. As I told you,
Russ will also be providing the sacramental ministry at St. Thomas More Newman
Center in Mankato. T hope that will be a good package for him and for the
needs of the people. God bless.

Your brother in the Lord,

v Totun IVl

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm
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April 6, 1995

Most Reverend John Vlazny
55 West Sanborn

P.O. Box 588

Winona, MN 55987

Dear Bishop Vlazny,

In order to assist you in your decision-making process regarding Father Sylvester
Brown, enclosed are the diagnostic impressions and recommendations which resulted from

the assessment conducted at The Anodos Center from March 27, 1995 to March 30, 1995.

A complete report will be forthcoming. If you have any questions or concerns until its
completion, please feel free to call the number listed below.
We look forward to serving you in our mutual ministry to support Father Brown.

Sincerely,
%?iﬁjggggx%@ﬂ@%¢%J3</°4J

Ronald J. Karney, Ph.D.
Clinical Director

RIK:mck
enclosure

A division of St. John Vianney Hospital, P.O. Box 219, Downingtown, PA 19335 / (610) 269-9735
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Bishop John G Vlazny April 13,1995
Diocese of Winona

55 West Sanborn

Winona, MN 55987

Dear Bishop Vlazny:

I have been instructed by the Pastoral Advisory Council of
to write you a letter of thanks for
extending the appointment of Fr. Sylvestor Brown in our parish. In
these times I am sure you hear plenty of complaints about priests
and church workers, however we wanted you to know we appreciate the
work Fr. Brown has done in our parish, In my talks with
parishioners, the qualities appreciated by the parish could be
grouped under the heading of pastoral care. Parishioners appreciate
the concern for families, the efforts at evangelization, the
concern over troubled marriages, the encouragement to parishioners
to participate in the governance of their parish through the
diocesan guidelines, the encouragement through Reconciliation, the
efforts at community ecumenism and the encouragement to look at
missions beyond the boundaries and membership of our parish.
We feel we have received a blessing on our parish with youxr
willingness to extend this appointment. Thank you very much.

Yours,

cc: Fr, Syl Brown
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WIEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 35987

Office of the PO Box 588

Bishap Tel. 507/454-4643

April 25, 1995

Dear

Thanks very much for your letter of April 13 in which you expressed your
appreciation for the pastoral leadership of Father Syl Brown., Please
advise the members of the parish pastoral council that I have responded
to your letter and that I ask for their continuing support and prayers
on behalf of Father Brown. God bless all of you with Easter grace and

Joy.
Sincerely yours in the Lord,

kT ebun I Llace tagy

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm
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May 16, 1995

Reverend Sylvester F. Brown
Saint Ann Church

Box 218

Janesville, Minnesota 56048

Dear Syl,

What a blessing it is for us to serve the people of the Diocese of Winona as priests! During these
beautiful days of Easter we proclaim by word and deed, together with the wonders of nature, the
marvelously good news of the Resurrection. You have done this so well for so many years. I can
never thank you adequately for the way you have shared your personal gifts with our people.

Your 1989 appointment for a six-year term as pastor will expire this year. I am grateful that you were
able to be honest with me about your need to stay at Saint Ann’s Church, Janesville, for at least another
year. I fully support your decision to relinquish your responsibilities of Immaculate Conception Church,
St. Clair. Both of these responsibilities were challenging and you handled them very well while
addressing some significant personal issues in your life at the same time.

Grateful for your fine priestly ministry, it gives me great pleasure to appoint you Parochial Administrator
of Saint Ann’s Church, Janesville, for the coming year, effective June 28, 1995. We can review the
status of this appointment next spring and decide whether or not you would be willing and able to take
on a new assignment or would prefer to finish out your years of priestly service at Saint Ann’s in
Janesville. Please know that I am open to either possibility. But I would appreciate your willingness
to consider another assignment at a later date in order to assist me with the many needs of the diocese
and the diminishing number of priests available for service.

If you ever need me for anything, Syl, please don’t hesitate to call. Our diocesan curia and support staff
are ready and willing to assist you in your many and varied responsibilities. I know I can count on
you to continue collaborating with your brother priests in the Mankato deanery in our mutual efforts to
build up a strong and holy presbyterate at the service of God’s people.

Syl, 1 know I do not give adequate expression to my personal affection to those of you who are my
brothers in the priesthood. Please know that I thank God each day for your support, collaboration and

friendship. As I give you this call in the name of the church, I am sincerely grateful for your
willingness to serve so lovingly and faithfully. God bless.

Your brother in the Lord,
+ 3 vhun N2 Vlu tany

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:jm
cc: Reverend Gerald A, Mahon

Reverend William M, Becker
Reverend John M. Kunz
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May 16, 1995

Reverend Sylvester F. Brown
Saint Ann Church

Box 218

Janesville, Minnesota 56048

Dear Syt,

What a blessing it is for us to serve the people of the Diocese of Winona as priests] During these
beautiful days of Easter we proclaim by word and deed, together with the wonders of nature, the
marvelously good news of the Resurrection. You have done this so well for so many years. 1 can
never thank you adequately for the way you have shared your personal gifts with our people.

Your 1989 appointment for a six-year term as pastor will expire this year. 1am grateful that you were
able to be honest with me about your need to stay at Saint Ann’s Church, Janesville, for at least another
year. 1 fully support your decision to relinquish your responsibilities of Immaculate Conception Church,
St. Clair. Both of these responsibilities were challenging and you handled them very well while
addressing some significant personal issues in your life at the same time.

Grateful for your fine priestly ministry, it gives me great pleasure to appoint you Parochial Administrator
of Saint Ann’s Church, Janesville, for the coming year, effective June 28, 1995. We can review the
Status of this appointment next spring and decide whether or not you would be willing and able to take
on a new assignment or would prefer to finish out your years of priestly service at Saint Ann’s in
Janesville. Please know that I am open to either possibility. But I would appreciate your willingness
to consider another assignment at a later date in order to assist me with the many needs of the diocese
and the diminishing number of priests available for service.

If you ever need me for anything, Syl, please don’t hesitate to call. Our diocesan curia and support staff
are ready and willing to assist you in your many and varied responsibilities. I know I can count on
you to continue collaboraling with your brother priests in the Mankato deanery in our mutual efforts to
build up a strong and holy presbyterate at the service of God’s people.

Syl, I know I do not give adequate expression to my personal affection to those of you who are my
brothers in the priesthood. Please know that I thank God each day for your support, collaboration and

friendship. As I give you this call in the name of the church, I am sincerely grateful for your
willingness to serve so lovingly and faithfully. God bless.

Your brother in the Lord,
-+ S‘M.u/ ! I/JQ‘-L o)

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:ijm
cc: Reverend Gerald A. Mahon

Reverend William M. Becker
Reverend John M, Kunz
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June 1, 1995

Reverend Sylvester F. Brown
Saint Ann's Church

Box 218
Janesville, Minnesota 56048

Dear Syl,

It was good to visit with you Wednesday over lunch. I am glad you sought
clarification about your appointment as administrator of Saint James Parish

in Janesville, effective June 28, 1995,

Syl, as I told you and reiterated in the letter of appointment, I am asking
you to accept this assignment for a one-year period, If, at the end of the
year, you do indeed decide to remain in Janesville for the rest of your
priestly ministry, I will appoint you for a second term. It is my hope that
by then we will know whether or not the Janesville pastorate would include a
neighboring mission. This will also give you some time to make a more
measured judgement about the desirability of moving once again or not,

You are a good priest and you have given God's people faithful service. As I
told you on Wednesday, I still have a hunch that you might be interested in a

move if the right place were to open up. But, maybe in God's providence,
Janesville is the right place. If so, that will be fine. Have a wonderful

summer. God bless you and your people.
Your brother in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm
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August 22, 1995

Reverend Sylvester F. Brown
Saint Ann Church

Box 218

Janesville, Minnesota 56048

Dear Syl,

Thanks very much for your recent note and the sharing of your
joy as you continue your pastoral service among the people of
Saint Ann's in Janesville. The summer months are hurrying by
much too quickly. I look forward to seeing you when we gather
more frequently in the fall.

My own vacation in the latter half of July was delightful and
restful. The pace is beginning to pick up, but I trust that

the Lord will help me keep up with all of you. Take care of

your heart. God bless.

Your brother in the Lord,

+J”64~u1Jb-bL0u1.bpgo

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

MOST REVEREND JOHN G. VLAZNY, D.D.
55 WEST SANBORN STREET
WINONA, MN 53947
1BUT) 4544643
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May 16, 1996

Reverend Sylvester F. Brown
Saint Ann Church

P.O. Box 218

Janesville, Minnesota 56048

Dear Syl,

With today’s feast of the Lord’s Ascension, the church turns our attention to the guidance and
companionship of the Holy Spirit in our lives and in our shared mission. As we prepare our hearts
for the feast of Pentecost during the next nine days, I shall be remembering you in a special way in
appreciation of our privileged partnership in giving God’s people across southern Minnesota a
shepherd’s care,

Last year at this time T appointed you as administrator of Saint Ann’s Church in Janesville. At the
time I was hopeful that another suitable assignment would be available for this spring and you might
be willing to accept it. But my pastoral visit in February and our own conversations confirm the

wisdom of your own decision to remain as pastor at Saint Ann’s,

Syl, it gives me great pleasure to reappoint you for a six-year term as Pastor of Saint Ann’s Church
in Janesville: effective July 1, 1996. It is my understanding that you are perfectly free to request a
change in assignment before that second terms expires. It will be good enough for me to know that
you are serving our people as a parish priest anywhere in the diocese. But the folks in Janesville are

very pleased that you will be staying right there.

Certainly feel free to call upon me when you need. Our diocesan curia and support staff also want
to support and encourage your efforts as a pastor. You have been a good friend and neighbor to your
brother priests in the Mankato deanery and I know you will continue to participate actively in their
meetings and collaboration. Please do keep me in your prayers and I promise to remember you in

mine. God bless.
Your brother in the Lord,
+ Tobuw A MMMM

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV/im
cc: Reverend Gerald A. Mahon

Mr. John M. Vitek
Reverend John M. Kunz
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St. Bermard's Parish

Rev. Dr, Richard Thomson, OSC
116 4th Ave SE
Stewartville, MN 55974

Telephone 507 §33-8257

CONFIDENTIAL

May 12, 1997

Most Rev. Bishop John Viazny
Diocese of Winona

PO Box 588

Winona, MN 55987

Confidential Memo To File
RE: Fr. Syl Brown

My last meeting with Fr. Brown was on Wednesday, March 12, 1997, The journey with
Fr. Brown has been a long and difficult experience, in particular, Fr. Brown's struggle to
gain personal insight into his attitudes and behavior.

Like so many who ultimately find themselves in treatment, Fr. Brown spent most of his
life blocking out both his feelings and his behavior. He accomplished this through work,
It seems that for much of his priestly ministry, Fr. Brown has sought for acceptance in
what he was doing. To that end, he was and is a successful person. He is much loved
and in some cases revered by many people in the Diocese. This situation only served to
make it all the more difficult for Fr. Brown to gain insight into the nature of his behavior,
his sense of self, and his perspective on the world around him.

Not to rehash the struggles in treatment, however, those struggles gave insight into what
the nature of Fr. Brown's recovery would be. He has complied, though sometimes
dissenting with what has been requested from him. His insight regarding himself does
not go beyond "his need to take care of himself". The treatment and continuing therapy
have put a halt to any acting out sexually, but as far as dealing with his own sense of
shame, little has impacted on that reality. For mysel, there is something of an irony here
in that Fr. Brown would present himself as a deeply spiritual person. I do not question
whether he is or not but I certainly question the depth of that spirituality,

page 1 of 2
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At the present time, he is content to remain in Janesville and 1 believe would most likely
retire from the parish. He tells me he is continuing in spiritual direction with one of the
sisters in Mankato and he does attend the 12-Step Recovery Group on a regular basis.

I don't believe there is any real concern for the Church regarding Fr. Brown's acting out.
I do not see him as a predator. I would recommend an annual check-in and I would hope
that Fr. Brown will continue to attend the 12-Step Recovery Group as well as meeting

with Sister,

Signed,

Rev. Dr. Richard Thomson, O.S.C.
RT/pe

cc: file

page 2 of 2
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
Office of The Bishop PASTORAL CENTER

March 10, 2000

Rev. Syl Brown

St. Ann’s Catholic Church
PO Box 218

Janesville MN 56048

Dear Father Brown:

Thank you for your letter expressing your willingness to serve as pastor of the Church of St.
Ann for the year 2000-2001.

I'appreciate very much your willingness to continue in full time ministry although you have

surpassed the age-where “retirement” in this diocese often occurs.

As lindicated in my letter to you, it is my intention to write each year to those priests who have
reached and surpassed the age of 68 so that we might review how their service is going.

Again, thank you for your ministry as-a priest through Jesus Christ. May this Lenten season be a
time of grace for you as we prepare for Holy Week and a joyous Easter celebration.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Rev. Bernard J. Harrington
Bishop of Winona

BIH:kve

cc: Rev. Michael J. Hoeppner
/Rfv. Edward F. McGrath
Rev. John Kunz

55 West Sanborn Street » PO Box 588 = Winona, MN 55687
Telep[lonc: 507/454-4643 w JFax: 507/454-81006 = E-mail: l)llarring@r.]ow.org
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
Office of The Bishop PASTORAL CENTER

June 26, 2002

Rev. Sylvester F. Brown
Church of St. Ann

307 W 2™ St.

PO Box 218

Janesville, MN 56048-0218

Dear Father Brown:
Thank you for the opportunity of talking with you yesterday regarding future decisions.

As we mentioned in our conversation yesterday, it would be best for you to apply for Senior Priest status
in the Diocese of Winona. Due to your present physical condition and the national climate at this time,
would ask you to summit a formal letter to me seeking Senior Priest status and resigning as pastor of St.

Ann’s, Janesville.

You have been a good and faithful priest these many years. 1know that it has been quite difficult at
various times, especially with regards to the very extended time in therapy. I would ask that July 31,
2002 be the termination date of your present assignment. After that date, I strongly suggest that you step
out of all public ministry for the next few months. That would include weekend assignments,

confessions, celebrant at weddings and funerals.

As I mentioned to you, once the expanded Review Board of the Diocese of Winona is in place, [ will
submit your individual case for their evaluation. I am committed to making my decision in light of their
counsel. As I mentioned in my meetings with the priests in St. Charles and Fairmont and in our own
conversation, Article V of the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young Adults will

be the guideline for the Diocese of Winona.

I thank you once again for your very faithful years of service. I would encourage you to reflect upon the
many happy experiences and the love of so many people during your 46 years of priestly ministry. 1
especially thank you for your generosity of staying on these past three years in service to the diocese.

Be assured of my own personal support and friendship in the months and years to come.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

" //W(ﬁ?/m?z

Most Rev. Bernard J. Harringto
Bishop of Winona

BIH/jt

55 West Sanborn Strect = PO Box 388 & Winoua, MN 55987
Telephone: 307/454-4643 » Fax: 507/454-8106 & E-mail: bharring@ dow.org
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| | DIOCESE OF WINONA
Office of The Bishop PASTORAL CENTER

CONFIDENTIAL REPORT

TO: V6 ery Rev. Michael Hoeppner
Very Rev. Edward McGrath

FROM: # Bernard J. Harrington -ﬁ/ _

DATE June 27, 2002

RE: Father Sylvester Brown
Today, June 27, 2002, I met with Mr. He is presently a parishioner at
and works at . Heisa

At one time, he was

About , at approximately , he went to celebrate the Sacrament of
Reconciliation at He confessed the sin of self abuse. At that time, Father Syl Brown
took the opportunity to give some spiritual direction. Father Brown told the penitent that the
Church has a special blessing for genitals and he would like to give him this blessing and he
should come and make arrangements for this occasion. Throughout this whole discussion,

remained silent.

Needless to say, he was quite taken back by this whole situation. He, shortly after that, called
Father Bob Brom of the diocese. Father Brom advised him not to have any contact with Father

Brown and that they have had this difficulty with him previous to this occasion.

A few weeks later, had occasion to talk with Father Brown on the phone on a
professional matter and Father Brown asked him when he would be coming in for the blessing.
told him that he would not be coming in and that was the end of the conversation.

Due to the present atmosphere with regard to sexual abuse, thought it was important

once again to bring up this issue to me, the bishop.

I shared with him that Father Brown will be stepping out of pastoral ministry and explained to
him the procedure that I have gone through to accomplish full compliance with the Charter for

the Protection of Children and Young Adults.

_ only purpose was to share this information with me. The conference lasted a little

over 20 minutes.

55 West Sanborn Street » PO Box 588 » Winona, MN 55987
Telephone: 507/434-4643 » Fax: 507/454-8106 n E-mail: bharring@rdow.org
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DIOCESE OF WINONA

Office ot The Bisl‘nop PASTORAL CENTER

CONFIDENTIAL MEMO

TO: Very Rev. Michael Hoeppner
vMrs. P.J. Thompson
Rev. Michael Cronin
Rev. Edward McGrath

FROM: % Bernard J. Harrington /m

DATE: March 17, 2003

RE: Father Sylvester Brown

This past weekend I had occasion to celebrate the annual St, Patrick’s Day celebration at St.
Ann’s in Janesville. Much to my surprise, at the very last moment, Father Sylvester Brown
presented himself fully vested for Mass to be a concelebrant,

Both and have told me that he is accepting assignments
every place and his name is frequently appearing in the paper as having attended a funeral or
some other functions.

I believe that we should follow through on the request from who is putting
forth his formal charge. I believe not only should we have the formal case from -
- but we should have informal documentation from and other cases that

we have listed in our files.

Secondly, I think that Father Sylvester Brown should be interviewed and if there is substantial
evidence, to be put on notice that he should not present himself as a priest publically or celebrate

Mass publically.

I have talked about this with Father Michael Hoeppner and I am hopeful that we can move on
this rather quickly, for at the present time, Father Brown is active in ministry in many fronts,

56 West Sanborn Street # PO Box 588 & Winona, MN 55987
Telephone: 507/454.4643 u Fax: 507/454-8106 = E-mail: bharring@dow.ozg
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Thank you for meeting with us here today. We're here to hear from you so that you can tell your
story and we’ll ask questions for clarification during this time. For the record, could you state
your name and date of birth

eid

Thanks. I think we’ll just go ahead and just have you tell us in your own words what you'd like
to say since you've asked to give us a formal allegation.

I came to in the and Fr. (Syl) Brown was the spiritual director at the

I think I first got associated with him in what they called T groups - they
had tnem for and they were difficult for the guys...and ummm -- Fr. Brown was
my spiritual director.

When you say that these *“T™* groups were hard for the guys, what do you mean?

It was hard because we had to share and it was a time to share personal things and he asked us to
share many things and it was uncomfortable for many of us...not just me. And - ahh - from what
I can remember, the first session I had with Fr. Brown was about sexuality. He pretty much
wanted to know what ] knew about sexuality and seemingly his purpose was to kind of educatc
me or to fill in gaps about sexuality, I guess. I remember he gave me a book about sexuality.

Do you remember the name of this book?

I don’t remember the name of it, no. In his discussions with me he asked me if I knew what
circumcision was and whether I was circumcised or not. I didn’tknow. I think really -as1
remember - he’d be saying to me, you know, that I was pretty naive as a person and that I
probably didn’t know so many things. He said he wanted to help me understand. His suggestion

was that if I stripped he could help me understand these things.

At what point was this in your time

I’m thinking it was fall or early winter., I remember there was some snow around so it must have
been winter. The winter of  So into my first year. So he had me umm - and I think I at first
refused and then he kind of the next session encouraged me to do it again....and I though yes,
maybe it would help if I let him see. So ] finally agreed to strip in his presence and he

encouraged me to have an erection.

What kind of encouragement do you mean? Did he touch you?
No um he encouraged me - verbally. So then, he could explain what an erection was. And that

happened. And then he, um....then he prayed a blessing over me - over my genitals I should
say..and I got dressed and left.
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So, atter that nothing else occurred?

Well, I was involved in my own recovering some time and Syl came back - it
was a 12 step that Rick Thomson started.

Was this an Alcoholics group. what type of group do you mean?

Any 12 stepper - anyway, I was around Syl some as he returned and it um...it became clear after a
little bit he wasn’t interested in recovery - it scared me ...he was very evasive and when he talked
about what happened to him in treatment...I could tell he didn’t get it. It didn’t seem to make

sense to me.
What would have indicated to you that he did get it?

[ would say that there was an understanding of his boundaries... That he was not so invasive of
other peoples ministry.

Anything else?

I wasn’t around him until 95 - then I moved to and he was in - so being a
neighbor, just being around I ran into his sickness all over again. His invasive nature came out
to me in a number of ways. I even saw for awhile that he had a young man living with him.

I saw him still continuing to run around and do ministry in a number of places.

Like he would come and do - like there was a lady dying he would come visit,
I think striking to me - was the husband was standing at the casket - an 85 year old man

and standing at the casket Syl is massaging this mans back - and this man was not a touchy feely
kind of guy - and Syl just - I wanted to say leave this man alone. It was again an example of that
Syl did not have a clue of his invasive nature.

And then the other one that came to me was where a woman : and her mother
was dying in who was a parishioner of Syls and Syl drove this woman to see her
mother. When he walked into the room to visit this woman - maybe 80 years old - he kissed her
on the lips and the was very distressed by this and didn’t feel it was appropriate. She
said she’d like that reported to the diocese. She didn’t say she thought it was abusive, but she

thought it was inappropriate.
and how did you come to know this? Did she meet with you or call you?

She came (2001) to talk to me about some other things and then talked about this.
So then, the only other thing - I think, when the bishop called me and talked me (this is as

he said, Syl will be retiring and it wasn’t by choice - but because of his background. We
had discovered then that my letter had not gone to the diocesan file - but to the treatment center.
I actually did find a copy of the letter - or rewrote it...and sent it to the file. He (Syl) actually had

scheduled a wedding August 3" - but was scheduled to retire.
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So there waw no touching?
No - no touching,

What was his demeanor? Do you remember?

No, he was trying to education me and to um....

Did he talk like he was educating, for example this is this....this is why this happens, that is that?

I think so...at the time I think I was naive enough that I thought this is something that I was
supposed to do. I didn’t know about these maters at all. I remember that I wanted to get out of
there though - I felt terrible afterwards, I wanted to avoid him at all costs. I think the next week I
was heading downtown and somehow he was heading downtown and I think he offered me a
ride. I felt awful getting in his car. He did ask how I felt after the last session - I just said “fine”
because I didn’t want to talk about it. I have no recollection that I went back to him again. I
believe he left - at the end of the year. I don’t remember that I had other sessions

with him.
Did you talk about this with anyone that you remember?

I never really told anybody really - I think for many vears I didn’t think about it or didn’t think

there was anything wrong with it then...In ahh - I probably didn’t have much to do with him
but when I moved to guess later - I began to run into him. When you get
around where he is you begin to run into him. He had already left and was in

and he kept running back.

What do you mean, running back?

Some of were angry at him
Anyway - then in

What happened?

I began, I think in my own life - I began to deal with depression and issues in my own life around

sexuality that I probably had never faced...those began to surface On - I'm not
sure of the exact timing - around that time I was told he was

sent to treatment - told me. He said to me during treatment tim, he said they had a
hard time getting hard data - and at some point we were in support group together ... I must have

said it at some point. Actually in those early years of I’m sure in
I talked about it. Then *said, “...would you be willing to write a letter to the treatment center

describing your experience?” I said, “Yes I would” -soin wrote the letter to the treatment
center describing what happened. That was it,
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Did he do the wedding?

No. The people said they invited him to say prayer and he did. I called the bishop and let him
know. Iwas upset though and didn’t understand. I didn’t think he was supposed to be doing
ministry. Isuppose my incident happened when I was but - I know it didn’t fall
under the policy - but my sense was that this was a very dangerous man. Iasked the bishop if
there were any restrictions placed on him and he said, “I asked him to lay low in his retirement.
When I went satd I didn’t want him One of the
Religious Ed. teachers came to me and said that Fr. Brown had said mass here for the
confirmation class. That was in November 2002 and I found out when I got back in February

2003.

»

(Gave copies of newspaper clippings to Fr. Hoeppner)
I hadn’t really searched anything out but I kept hearing that Fr. Brown came and did this funeral -

or that funeral. I think the only time he cameto was that one...but I know now he is
quite active. Iknow that he filled in at recently. One at’ I think
when. - was gone....and in there was a funeral on March 19%,

So when I talked to the bishop - I told him that the other day - I guess well, what was I going to
say....

So you're still concerned...

I guess I'm confused. Where I'm confused is - actually I wrote the letter last July and sent it.
Which was a re-creation of the letter I sent to the treatment center last July. Why was Syl Brown
allowed to function knowing this?...I didn’t see any restrictions put on his behavior.

I asked Bishop - he said he told him to lay low but I didn’t see it happen. What took so long?

For that, we do apologize. 1 think that one of the things we began doing is looking at procedures
again and 1 was asked to get back 1o you and then came about. I can say that
we’re sorry for the delay. (At this point in the meeting, Fr. Hoeppner reviews the procedures for
the preliminary investigation of penal cases. He explains that the promoter of justice becomes
like the district attorney. So, from the beginning, the promoter of justice should be involved....
Bishop can assign someone to be the promoter of justice. He reviews the fact that actions caused
to individnal do not necessarily have to be touch in order to be considered grave - or mortal sin...
We also look at those things that the person does for their own sexual gratification.)

As you look back to your . -Would you consider this incident you told us about to
be sexual abuse...by this definition?

It was an action - yes...

Would you consider this to be a mortal sin?

I feel it was - I may not have been aware of it at that moment...and it has felt to me like sexual
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abuse and I believe he does get sexual gratification out of it.

As we’ve discussed there is a need for proof or evidence. What evidence would come forth to
support this accusation? Do you have any other proofs that you could bring forth,

I just remembered - I forgot some part - I guess in talking to
that Fr. Syl Brown also approached him with the same request.

What is your recollection of what you heard?

He did not have the same encounter - he refused it. But, the other one is who um...has
or knows that he was really seen among priests as being a “ball blesser” that was the reputation
he had at the college...I think - that was just kind of, um...known...and ~ would know that
when they tried to get Syl that was the issue with guys...that they were

hearing these things. As I understand it, they were trying to get him off the faculty.
When you say, “they” who are you referring to?

They - means the (who was ) and

So that’s our description that we're dealing with - you're right about the age description
but if it’s seen as an act of sexual abuse the congregation is allowed to bring it forward - but the

age limit is 16 for a case to go to the congregation to do this.

O.k. - well, one other one I remember - what got him into treatment was a man in
- came forth about what Syl did to his son and then that got him into treatment.

O.k. - is there anything else?
(Shakes head indicating “no™)

Again, I see two things here...
I see you're bringing forth something that happened to you. The bishop will say, is there any

one else that he would have others that would give us proofs or documents or evidence to put
together. First - that he did something to you.

The bishop could deal with another issue that being he is invasive of other people’s ministry...
Each may be treated differently.

When the bishops came back from Rome they had agreed to try to move now - as best they could
in view of what they had decided. If you had asked Rome for changes in the liturgy - you would
not at that point have to change the liturgy. He said, we did the best we could - but they did

come back and move on it.

But, there seemed to be no restrictions for some like - but, Syl - didn’t do that,
My concern is that Syl has an interest in young men and boys and [ don’t get it. I’ve fought with
him about incidents when he has ministered to: but he continues to do it. It short
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circuits ever having to deal with issues.

Have you or have any of your ever told Syl Brown that you don’t want him
ministering

It’s tough because they have relatives, people that know him...I guess [ don’t know if I've ever
said it, you know, don’t do it. I’m not after Syl Brown - 'm concerned about the people,

I don’t know what he’s doing. He scares me...I'm concerned about his ability to have access to
young men and that even affects other parishioners. I don’t think I understood his abuse of me -
to me it’s where he gets his jollies - and to me they are just as abusive to me. They come across
as inappropriate behaviors and to me it gets abusive.

Is there anything else you want to share with us?
Will I know - will I receive anything or know if he’s on restrictions?

I would suspect because he’s very unhappy about this situation that Bishop will talk to him,
Can I - maybe for my own peace of mind...the fact that I gave this instance last July ...that’s what

was really hard for me.

We apologize for that. You're right - it did take some time. As [ said, we've been learning too
and [ was to get back to you and then happened. But, now, we are taking your
statement today which is the first step in the process. You're making or issuing a formal

accusation,

It still didn’t feel good - that 9 months went by and it seems like nothing was done.
We understand that...in July the team wasn’t clear that this was an official accusation.

I assumed - and I guess that when the Bishop said he would re-open the case...that in the
Bishop’s mind there has never been closure...

What would you like to see the outcome be?

I believe he should be restricted in ministry - that’s all I really look for is that I don’t believe he
should be working in parishes, I don’t - I mean - he can say mass...concelebrate...

I’m back and forth - because I see people who did something and they’re out

Syl did something and he’s in...And there’s a part of me that says what you did to me was this
serious - so there’s that part of me that says he shouldn’t be able to be called Father - because

that’s what happened to these other guys.

Just know that there’s an understanding that all the facts of these confidential cases are not given
- and there's an understanding of the various feelings that come with such an emotional
occurrence. You seem to feel torn between having Fr. Brown be able to say mass with someone
when invited and not being able to be called Father or present himself as a priest at all.
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What I would say is he cannot set boundaries - and that’s my thing, You’d say, “well you can do
this and this - he can’t and won’t.”

Statement typed by team member:  P.J. Thompson
Submitted for signature on this 25* day of March, 2003.

Additions or corrections to this document may be made by the reporting respondent on this
document and/or on attachments. When the statement is complete, please sign return for further

processing to the Diocese of Winona.

Signature Date
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DIOCESE OF WINONA

Office of The Bishop PASTORAL CENTER

DECREE

I have this day accepted the Preliminary Investigation report of Rev. Michael J. Hoeppner,
ordered on April 2, 2003 regarding an allegation made by that he was a victim
of sexual misconduct by Rev. Sylvester Brown.

""; ,fﬁﬁ-w&m‘r"ﬁ% et /
Signed: ,=/ | ) [
et foceber C o
NOtar%,-’)/Idwhe' ()L\_',

Date: April 26, 2003
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DIOCESE OF WINONA

Office of The Bishop PASTORAL CENTER

DECREE

Whereas, I have received this day, April 2, 2003, from
accusation that he was sexually abused when he was
by Rev. Sylvester Brown, a priest of the Diocese of Winona...

I decree that a Preliminary Investigation in accord with Canon Law and the Essential Norms for
Dioceses/Eparchial Policies Dealing with Allegations of Sexual Abuse of Minors by Priests or

Deacons be conducted by Rev. Michael J. Hoeppner.

In accord with the norm of law, this Preliminary Investigation shall inquire about the facts, the

circumstances and about imputability of what alleges.
/

Given this date, April 2, 2003, by me, 4; [:;/Gwrﬂa(.-%'éw ., Bishop of Winona.

Notaryg/g,_) Sik M,OLSJ- [c m,_fjﬂ_q_

(Seal)
At enealeon
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DIOCESE OF WINONA

Office of The Bishop PASTORAL CENTER

MEMO

TO: Very Rev. Michael J. Hoeppner

FROM: # Bernard J. Harrington %%

DATE: April 7,2003

RE: Interview with Father Syl Brown

I met with Father Syl Brown on Friday, April 4, 2003 in the rectory of St. John’s, Mankato.

I gave him the letter that was prepared by you dated April 3, 2003,

1 found Father Brown to be most cooperative. 1informed him that he is not to do any public
ministry. Idid not tell him that he could not wear his collar. I informed him of his canonical

rights and encouraged him to get civil and canonical counsel.

We discussed specific commitments that he had made in the next few weeks and he has agreed to
cancel all of them. I have him explicit instructions not to do any ministry at Sacred Heart,
Waseca or St. Ann’s, Janesville parishes.

I did inform him that I excluded as canon lawyers, Fathers Hoeppner, Cronin and McGrath. I did
mention to him that Father Bill Kulas would be another lawyer who would be available for his
services or he could check the Twin Cities. Ialso told him to call Father Hoeppner to inquire if

there are any other canon lawyers in our Diocese.

I reiterated that the investigation is underway of the formal charge and that Father Hoeppner
would be in contact with him shortly.

I explained the gambit of possibilities as the result of this investigation from being reinstated to
ministry to the other extreme of laicization.

He was very thankful that I handled this in a pastoral manner and that I am sensitive to his
situations.

Given his Senior Priest status and his present bealth condition, he should find this sufficient
reason to turn down any invitations to ministry.

55 West Sanborn Street » PO Box 588 a Winona, MN 55987
Telephone: 507/454-4643 = Fax: 507/464-8106 a E-mail: bharring@dow.org
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PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION REPORT E 5 i t

TO BISHOP HARRINGTON FROM FR. HOEPPNER
April 26, 2003

I have concluded the Preliminary Investigation you assigned me to conduct pursuant to the accusation you
received from that he was sexually abused when he was '
by Rev. Sylvester Brown, a priest of the Diocese of Winona then assigned
As your decree directs, I inquired about the facts, the circumstances and about the imputability of what
as alleged, in accord with the norm of law,

The Allegation: alleges that he was sexuallv abused by Fr. Brown in the fall/winter of when he
was old and Fr. Brown, who was spiritual director,
said he wanted to help understand sexuality better. He asked to share personal things with him. For
example, he asked him if he knew what circumcision was and whether he was circumcised or not, . said
that Fr. Brown’s suggestion was that if stripped, Father could help him understand these things.
refused but in a following session Fr. Brown again encouraged to strip and Fr. Brown encouraged
him to have an erection so Fr. Brown could explain what an erection was. testified that this happened
and Fr. Brown then prayed a blessing over his genitals. * then got dressed and Jeft. There was no touching.
said that he was naive enough to think this was something he was supposed to do. He felt terrible after
this and avoided Fr. Brown. has no recollection that he ever went back to Fr. Brown again. At the end

of the year, Fr. Brown left his position at -

testified that for many years he never told anyone of this incident, other than maybe to

mention it in his - He did not think ahout it or think there was anything wrong with it then.

He did not have much to do with Fr. Brown. that in 1991 he began to run into Fr. Brown more and

more. - was bothered by this and noticed that some of the - were angry with Fr. Brown

for ) In 1991 began to deal with his own depression and issues in his own life
around sexuality that he had never faced. and a member of

. invited to send a letter about the incident to a treatment center where Fr. Brown had been sent

and so in 1992, wrote a letter to that center describing what had happened.

In 1995 moved to and Fr. Brown was in nearby testified that he
ran into what he calls “Fr, Brown’s sickness” all over again. Fr. Brown was invasive of T
did not keep appropriate boundaries and was invasive of other people . testified that he did not see this
as abusive but as inappropriate. According to the description of sexual abuse given in the Charter for the
Protection of Children and Young Peopl believes that what Fr. Brown did to him :
sexual abuse. He says that, although he was not aware of it at the time, it has felt to him like sexual abuse and he

believes Fr. Brown did derive sexual gratification from it.

. concerned and wants restrictions placed on Fr. Brown’s ministering. is
concerned that Fr. Brown has an interest in young men and boys, - testified that he has fought with Fr.

Brown about times when Fr. Brown has ) ; When asked if he ever told Fr.
Brown that he does not want him testified that he does not know that he ever told him,

“don’t do it.” “testified that Fr. Brown scares him. is concernied about Fr. Brown’s ability to
have access to young men and that this even affects other parishioners. testified that he now sees Fr.
Brown’s invasive behavior as abuse. believes Fr. Brown should be restricted in his ministry. That is
what he is looking for. He does not believe Fr. Brown should be working in parishes. He does think that Fr.,
Brown should be allowed to say Mass and concelebrate but admits that he goes back and forth on this.

said, “some priests have done something and they are out of ministry; Fr. Brown did something and he’s in.”
There is a part of him, testified that tells him that what Fr. Brown did to him is so serious that Fr. Brown
should not be able to be called Father because that is what has happened to other priests. believes that
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even if Fr. Brown has boundaries placed on him and his ministry, Fr. Brown will not keep them. He will not be
able to just “lay low” and so he should clearly and firmly be restricted.

testified, in conclusion, that the session he described was sexual abuse. At
the age of , he was not able to identify it clearly then as such, as is not uncommon for a victim. “However,
understanding abuse, my own growth, and experiencing Fr. Brown's continual behavior which crosses
ministerial/parish boundarjes, made me aware that the experience with him at  was sexual abuse.”
said that he experiences Fr. Brown as incapable of keeping appropriate boundaries. Therefore, he questions his
capability for functioning appropriately in the ministry of priesthood. He hopes Fr. Brown is sanctioned

accordingly.

Evidence Submitted: As the incident of alleged sexual abuse took place in a private setting, ;
does not have the name of any eyewitness to submit. He does submit as possible sources for corroboration the
names of
He offers the names of . : who, , was

also propositioned by Fr, Brown. offers the name of
) . offers in evidence two

newspaper clippings from March of 2003. One is a funeral notice that indicates Fr. Brown will be officiating at a

funeral in The other indicates Fr. Brown will be concelebrating a funeral in
Documentary Evidence: Diocese of Winona records show that .
) and
" in the fall of The file the Diocese of Winona has on issues

associated with Fr. Brown is already substantial. The following information from materials in this file is pertinent
to this case.

July of 1985, Bishop Watters received a letter from . who wrote
on behalf of a parishioner of his who had gone to Fr. Brown for counseling at the recommendation of this

parishioner’s fiancée. During a counseling session. -- reported, Fr. Brown *“violated” the man. The man
was concerned that there were other people Fr. Brown had “abused.” The fiancée felt responsible for sending the
man to Fr. Brown and for his “molestation.” They wanted to know what action Bishop Watters would take.
Bishop Watters wrote he had met with Fr. Brown. Bishop Watters reviewed with Fr. Brown what
the man felt to be “unprofessional conduct” and during that review, Bishop Watters wrote, it became evident that
what Fr. Brown thought at the time to be an honest effort to stress the sacredness of human sexuality was rather
what the man correctly identified as “being violated.” Fr. Brown expressed regret and concern for those involved
and said that “it had never happened before and that it would never happen again.” Bishop Watters directed that
Fr. Brown have psychological testing and an evaluation, Bishop Watters also wrote the man involved.

January ~ April, 1989: There are numerous letters in the file praising Fr. Brown as an excellent priest

and pastor and requesting that Bishop Vlazny to keep Fr. Brown at Bishop
Vlazny responded to each letter, often indicating generally that Fr. Brown is a good priest.

November 3, 1989: Bishop Vlazny referred Fr. Brown to Dr. Duane Ollendick for an evaluation
indicating that Fr. Brown is “a very good priest” who has not been the object of “any serious criticism, complaint
or question,” However, time and again, issues have been raised from the past involving his unusual approach to
dealing with young men who may have experiencing some sexual difficulties. His unusual prayers and blessings
have raised the eyebrows, Bishop Vlazny says. Fr. Brown was seen on November 13, 1989 and November 30,
1989 and the summary report is in the file. Two specific areas of potential concern are singled out. One,
regarding the premarital counseling Fr. Brown engages in with couples. Fr. Brown acknowledges that he does
delve into the sacredness of sexuality with couples but said that he has no direct evidence to suggest that this was
offensive to anyone. Fr. Brown denied that at those times there was ever any directed action, blessing of,
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touching of, or revealing of genitals by couples in his presence. The second area of concern regarded two
incidents in the past when Fr. Brown said he tried to help troubled young men. One was in and the other in

One young man had fears, Fr. Brown said, that he had harmed his penis and the other, a 30 year old man,
had fears of sexual performance. In each instance, Fr. Brown invited the man to show him his penis if it would
help. The young men did. Fr, Brown said his sole purpose was to reassure these individuals. The second of these
incidents was apparently reported to Bishop Watters and he dealt with it. Fr. Brown maintained to Dr. Ollendick
that his intentions were honotable, that there was no vicarious sexual arousal or excitement in these two incidents
for him, and that in retrospect he recognized that it was inappropriate to provide any sort of subtle or direct
direction or guidance that would lead to the revealing of one’s genitals. Fr. Brown indicated that there had been
no occurrences since that time. Fr. Brown denied that any unusual circumstances or difficulties arose during his
tenure at either a high school or while being involved at the seminary, although, Dr. Ollendick wrote, “I suspect it
is fair to assume he likely approached the entire area of sexuality more directly or openly than what others might
have.” Dr. Ollendick remained “unsettled” by the nature of the known incidents and “concerned” that there may
be “blind spots” in Fr. Brown’s professional judgment. Dr. Ollendick recommended that Fr. Brown be considered
for a2 more intensive psychosexual evaluation with experts in this area.

October 11, 1990: Bishop Vlazny received a report from Dr. Joseph Switras who had conducted a
psychological evaluation of Fr. Brown and follow-up interviews. The report noted that Fr. Brown did not
evidence any sexual disorders, any pathological sexual attitudes, ideation, impulses, drives, or preferences. No
antisocial or victimizing trends were indicated. It was not felt that any past behavior reported about Fr. Brown of
a sexual-related nature were part of any more general and pathological psychological condition. It was felt that
the areas of concern that motivated this evaluation were not part of any ongoing or developing pathological
process. The suggestion was for some additional training for Fr. Brown in the area of handling sexval-related

problems and counseling.

February 26, 1992: Fr. Brown was evaluated at Trinity House, Chicago, lllinois. Part of the report
given to Bishop Vlazny said that Fr. Brown does have a difficulty with boundaries. It said that Fr. Brown projects
on to others his own worry and concern about sexuality and then attempts to reassure himself by reassuring them.
This becomes problematic as he naively does not recognize inappropriate boundary crossings. There were strong

indications of poor judgment.

March 9, 1992: Fr. Brown attended Villa St. John Vianney in Dowingtown, Pennsylvania, for
residential treatment. The file contains a memo sent to Dr. Tyrrell at the Villa from Bishop Vlazny containing a

copy of a letter written to Fr. Brown August 1, 1992 by - who was
while Fr. Brown was on staff there. wrote Fr. Brown recalling how in the
fall of 1968, Fr. Brown had discussed sexuality with him in a counseling session. Fr. Brown had invited him to
undress and show his genitals. declined to do this but was confused, embarrassed and self-
conscious. He felt sexually exploited, abused and taken advantage of. He was angry and was writing to let Fr.
Brown know this and realize how unhealthy the behavior that took place was. He hoped that this would be a help
to Fr. Brown now and sought no reply. .
did admit to him that he did undress for Fr. Brown. The name of not given. A copy of the Plan
to Stay Well for Fr. Brown at the time of discharge is in the file. The Plan includes individual psychotherapy for
at least four years following discharge, comprehensive psychological assessments annually and the formation of a
ministry supervision team. On November 2, 1992, Fr. Dr. Rick Thompson, health officer for the Diocese of
Winona, sent a memo to Bishop Vlazny after visiting at the Villa. It noted that Fr. Brown had become aware
during treatment of his past vulnerability particularly regarding his past sexual behavior. The consensus at the
Villa was the Fr. Brown was not a predator. It was recommended that a limit be placed on Fr. Brown’s ministry,
specifically, that he avoid one-on-one engagement with young men and that he avoid marriage counseling. Fr.
Thompson remained “cautiously optimistic” that Fr. Brown will have a successful re-entry to ministry.
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December 23, 1992: Fr, Mahon, the Vicar General, writes a memo to Bishop Vlazny regarding a
phone conversation he had with a father at the request of another priest who had talked to this father. The man
had reported that while Fr. Brown was at _his son, who was | , had gone to the Sacrament of
Reconciliation to Fr, Brown. Five years later he told his father that Fr. Brown had asked direct questions about
sexuality which the father thought were inappropriate and had touched him on the knee. The father had heard that
Fr. Brown had been away for treatment and had wondered why. The man said his son is fine now and said that if
Fr. Brown had dealt with these concerns in treatment, he would not be hesitant about Fr. Brown returning to a

parish with supervision and accountability.

May 18, 1993: wrote Bishop Vlazay on February 1, 1993: She is the former fiancée
of the parishioner of | wrote Bishop Watters about in 1985. She recounts what happened.
On May 18, Bishop Viazny and Fr. Brown meet with ET. Brown apologized and acknowledges her

gratitude for the meeting and apology in a note to Bishop Vlazny.

August 1, 1993: Fr. Mahon informed Bishop Vlazny of an accusation he had received that Fr. Brown,
some years prior, abused the uncle of a young man, now 23 years old, now reporting this. Bishop Vlazny spoke
to Fr. Brown who said that he knew the uncle but had never met with him at all. Fr. Brown knew the parents of
the uncle and assisted them when the uncle committed suicide. The parents though the uncle had a homosexual

relationship with someone.

September 3, 1993: Issues surfaced regarding finances at parish and Fr, Brown. A meeting
is set up with Fr. Brown and parish leadership and the issue is addressed.

December 29, 1993: Bishop Vlazny received letters supporting Fr. Brown as pastor.

January 31 - February 3, 1994: Fr. Brown returned to The Anodos Center, St. John Vianney Hospital,
Downingtown, Pennsylvania for follow-up. Correspondence in preparation for the follow-up indicated that Fr.
Brown had been faithful to his aftercare program. Fr. Dr. Rick Thompson wrote: “In the course of the past year,
there have been a number of significant experiences for Father Brown. They include a meeting with the ex-
fiancée of one of his victims...Father Brown has encountered some struggles within his parish and some
significant areas of administrative mistakes... Lastly, Father Brown encountered some inappropriate accusations
from the former pastor and rumors regarding Father Brown’s behavior. These rumors and accusations have been
extremely difficult, and Father Brown, in fact, has confronted one individual regarding this situation. 1 believe
that Father Brown has worked very hard with his program and has sought to deal with these significant
experiences as they have happened.” The outcome of the follow-up was that the aftercare ftreatment
recommendations made at the time of Fr. Brown’s discharge are to continue for at least another year.

November 30, 1994: Fr. Brown attempted to terminate his Religious Ed. Director af
An incident of abuse was reported by the Director, accusing Fr. Brown of inappropriately expressing
his anger in a meeting with her. The Dean, Fr. Jolu: Kuaz, was asked to mediate a session with Fr. Brown and the
Director. The meeting was held on November 30, 1994. The Dean reported to Bishop Vlazny that there had been
a pattern of growing misunderstanding between Fr. Brown and the Director. Fr. Brown apologized for the angry
comments he made. It was felt that the meeting was a good step towards developing a good working relationship.
The Dean facilitated another meeting of Fr. Brown and the Director a short time later for further healing.

March 27, 1995 - March 30, 1995: Fr. Brown returned to The Anodos Center for follow-up.
Correspondence in preparation for this indicated that Fr. Brown has been faithful to the aftercare requirements.
behavior with young people and in respect for boundaries were reported.

No relapses regarding inappropriate
There was concern expressed by Fr. Dr. Thompson over Fr. Brown's “growing and expanding flock. Fr. Brown

continues to exhibit a tremendous need to be needed.” The recommendation at the conclusion of the follow-up
was that the aftercare program set up at the time of discharge continue to be followed for at least another year,
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with some modification. Individual psychotherapy was reduced from at least once a month to as frequently as Fr.
Brown and/or his support team deem necessary.

May 12, 1997: In a memo to file dictated by Fr. Dr. Rick Thompson following what was his last
meeting with Fr. Brown. Fr. Brown, Fr. Thompson stated that Fr. Brown “has complied, though sometimes
dissenting with what has been requested from him. His insight regarding himself does not go beyond ‘his need to
take care of himself.’ The treatment and continuing therapy have put a halt to any acting out sexually, but as far
as dealing with his own sense of shame, little impacted on that reality.” Fr. Thompson wrote, “At the present
time, he is content to remain in and I believe he would most likely retire from the parish. He tells me
he is continuing in spiritual direction...and he does attend the 12-Step Recovery Group on a regular basis. Idon’t
believe there is any real concern for the Church regarding Fr. Brown’s acting out, I do not see him as a predator. 1
would recommend an annual check-in and I would hope that Fr. Brown will continue to attend the 12-Step

Recovery Group as well as meeting with Sister (his spiritual director).”

March 30,2003: .. offered in evidence two newspaper clippings from March, 2003. One is
a funeral notice that indicates Fr. Brown will be officiating at a funeral in ° The other indicates Fr.

Brown will be concelebrating a funeral in

What Crime? Was a crime committed? What is the crime or delict this case is dealing with? The 1983 Code of
Canon Law addresses the crime of sexual abuse in Canon 1395. Canon 1395.2 states that a cleric who has
committed an offense against the sixth commandment with force or threats or publicly or with a minor below the
age of sixteen is to be punished with just penalties, including dismissal from the clerical state if the case warrants
it. The USCCB booklet Canonical Delicts Involving Sexual Misconduct and Dismissal from the Clerical State
notes that the offense mentioned in 1395.2 need not be a complete act of intercourse, nor should the term be
equated with the definitions of sexual abuse or other crimes in civil law. The norm is whether the act in question
is an external act that qualifies as an objectively grave violation of the sixth commandment. The Charter for the
Protection of Children and Young People adopted in June of 2002 by the USCCB ends with a Note which begins
by stating: “Sexual abuse of a minor includes sexual molestation or sexual exploitation of a minor and other

behavior by which an adult uses a minor as an object of sexual gratification.”

does not testify to force or threats being used or that the alleged act was public. The act is
alleged to have happen in and was 18 years old and not a minor at the time.
Canon 1389 of the 1983 Code states that one who abuses ecclesiastical power or function is to be
th the seriousness of the act or omission not excluding deprivation from office. Canon 1399
is a general norm stating that, in addition to the cases already mentioned, the external violation of a divine or
canonical law can be punished by a just penalty but only when the special gravity of the violation demands

punishment and there is an urgent need to prevent or repair scandal.

punished in accord wi

Canon 1321.1 states: “No one is punished unless the external violation of a law or precept,
committed by the petson, is gravely imputable by reason of malice or negligence.” Imputability is presumed
when a delict has been committed. Canon 1321.3 establishes this presumption of law: “When an external
violation has occurred, imputability is presumed unless it is otherwise apparent."” The act has been committed but
it is not sufficient to consider the act alone. The act must have been posited with sufficient internal deliberation
and freedom to be gravely imputable insofar as it results from personal matice or culpability. Furthermore, it is
not sufficient that there be grave imputability. If full imputability was lacking, the diminution in imputability is
cause by which the penalty must be tempered according to law. When full imputability is not found, Canon 1324
states that the person found guilty of a violation of the law or of a precept is not exempt from a penalty but the
penalty set by law must be tempered or a penance substituted in its place. Canon 1324 lists 10 factors and directs
that a penalty be tempered or a penance substituted when one or more of them are found to apply to a case.
Among those mentioned are: one who acted with only the imperfect use of reason; one who lacked the use of

Imputability:
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reason due to a mental disturbance; one who acted in the serious heat of passion as long as the passion had not
been voluntarily stirred up or fostered; by one who acted without full imputability provided there was grave
imputability. ~ Canon 1324.2 notes that a judge can temper a penalty or substitute a penance “if any other
circumstance exists which would lessen the seriousness of the offense.” Canon 1325 states that a judge can
punish more severely than a law or precept has stated “a person who has been given some dignified position or
who has abused authority or office in order to commit the offense.”

The documentary evidence in this case provides information about Fr. Brown’s upbringing and his
personality that may suggest a diminished imputability. In his December 1, 1989 report to Bishop Vlazny, Dr.
Ollendick notes that during his adolescence, approximately age 14, Fr. Brown’s uncle initiated and maintained a
sexual refationship with him which consisted of his uncle masturbating him. This was confusing for Syl and he
subsequently felt some degree of anger and exploitation. His uncle willingly stopped approaching him when Sy
found out that it was wrong and told him that it bad to stop. Fr. Brown had taken the Minnesota Multiphasic
Personality Inventory and the resulting profile was reported as quite stable. There were, however, ¢levated scores
in the area of inhibition of aggression and overcontrolled hostility along with heightened needs for affection. The
report noted that Fr. Brown had a great deal of difficulty in openly expressing anger and may be somewhat naive
and suggestable at times. Dr. Ollendick was concerned that Fr. Brown’s background may play a role in the

formation of “blind spots” ion his professional judgment.

The evaluation from Trinity House, February 26, 1992, noted that Fr. Brown was “conflicted” in the
area of sexuality. His coping style was seen as inadequate because of a combination of factors. “He projects on
to others his own worry and concern about sexuality and then attempts to reassure himself by reassuring them.
This becomes problematic as Father naively does not recognize inappropriate boundary crossing.” The report
noted that Fr. Brown felt more “comfortable experiencing his own sexual conflict in a male context than risking
the same with women. This is problematic as Father” helpfulness may easily be interpreted as a paraphilic
interest." The evaluation indicated that Fr. Brown did not have a sexual disorder. It was felt that there were
unresolved sexual issues that impacted upon his pastoral functioning. There were strong indications of poor
judgment. It was felt that Father would benefit greatly from therapeutic experience that would address the issue

of personal boundaries.

On October 29, 1992, shortly before Fr. Brown completed his treatment at Villa St. John Vianney, Fr.
Dr. Rick Thompson met with the staff of the Villa to discuss Fr. Brown’s aftercare program and his re-eniry into
active ministry. Fr. Thompson reported to Bishop Vlazny that Fr. Brown had “become aware of his vulnerability
particularly regarding his past sexual behavior.” The staff did not think that Fr. Brown was a predator. They felt
he did not present a problem for that kind of behavior. Fr. Thompson reported that Fr. Brown’s “sexual acting out
in the past has been attributed to a neurotic response to his upbringing in a dysfunctional family and as a response

to the abuse that occurred in his own life.”

Prescription: Can a penalty be imposed? The time for imposing a penalty for a crime against the sixth
commandment and for the crime of Canons 1389 and 1399 has run out. Canon 1362.1 of the 1983 Code sets a
general time of prescription for delicts of three years, with 1362.1.2 setting the time at five years for delicts by a
cleric against the sixth commandment. Prior to the 1983 Code, the prescription for delicts against the sixth

commandment was 5 years.

Summation: 1. alleges that he was sexually abused on one occasion by Fr. Brown in the

fall/winter of when he was  years old and a .
believes that Fr. Brown derived sexual gratification from the incident. alleges that as Fr. Brown violated

boundaries with him, Fr. Brown, in his ministry, has and continues to violate boundaries sees Fr.
Brown as incapable of keeping proper boundaries and this too, according to . gets abusive. is
concerned that Fr. Brown has access to young menn. believes that because Fr. Brown is incapable of
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keeping appropriate boundaries, Fr. Brown is incapable of functioning properly in priestly ministry. Therefore,
believes, Fr. Brown should be clearly and firmly restricted. This is what he asks.

2. There are no eyewitnesses to the alleged incident.

3. The documents held by the Diocese of Winona in Fr. Brown’s file clearly give indication that an incident

such as described by could have happened to him. The letter from clearly indicates
that Fr. Brown propositioned him in the same manner that ° says he was propositioned. The report from
Dr. Ollendick of November 3, 1989, clearly indicates that on two occasions, one in and another in , Fr.

Brown invited men to disrobe. They did and he blessed their genitals.

4. The documents held by the Diocese also give clear credence to the accusation makes that Fr.
Brown did not keep appropriate boundaries. The reports and documents from the Villa St. John Vianney clearly

indicate Fr. Brown’s problem in this area.

5. This is not a case of sexual abuse of a minor as set forth in Canon 1395.2 of the 1983 Code of Canon Law
as -was 18 years old at the time of the incident he alleges.

6. There is a question of whether Fr. Brown really did derive sexual gratification from the alleged incident as
alleges, e.g. Dr. Ollendick’s comments in his report of November 3, 1989 and Fr. Brown’s denial that

this is why he acted as he did.

7. Canon 1389 on the abuse of ecclesiastical power or function and Canon 1399 on the external violation ofa
divine or canonical law may apply in this case.

8. The reports and documents from the treatment Fr Brown has undergone give some indication of the
possibility of a diminished imputability for Fr. Brown for any incident such as that alleged.

9. The time of prescription in which a penalty can lawfully be applied for the alleged sexual abuse of
has run out.
10. Fr, Brown completed treatment in 1992 and was reassigned to priestly ministry. He was monitored and

was seen as faithful to his aftercare program and there have been no accusations of recent sexual misconduct e.g.
Fr. Dr. Rick Thompson's Memo to File of May 12, 1997, “The treatment and continuing therapy have put a halt

to any acting out sexually.. .
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DIOCESE OF WINONA

B Office of The Vicar General PASTORAL CENTER

MEMORANDUM

Te:  Diocesan Review Board Members

Fr.  Fr. Hoeppner

Re:  Recommendation To Bishop Harrington
Date. May 5, 2003

Greetings! Below is a draft of the statement/recommendation that you, the Diocesan Review Board,
agreed that you would make to Bishop Harrington regarding the case he asked you to look at and
that you discussed at your meeting Thursday, May 1, 2003. The statement/recommendation is
constructed from my notes of your discussion and the thoughts that you seemed to have consensus
on. Itis a short statement but very adequately, I believe, expresses your advice/ recommendation to
him. Please review the statement/recommendation and write any comments or thoughts you may
have on the page or its reverse side and return it to me. I will give the final recommendation to
Bishop Harrington. A copy will be available for your review at your next meeting. Thank you for

your work.

Statement

Bishop Harrington, we, the Diocesan Review Board, at our May 1, 2003 meeting, reviewed the
Preliminary Investigation as you requested. We, the members present, found that there were
sufficient proofs in evidence to support the probability that the act which alleged did happen
to him. We see the act as one of sexual abuse as described by the Charter and Norms. We see the
action as voyeuristic, We do not see the act as sexual abuse of a minor, as the age of the victim was
18. We also see the act as a violation of an office, position and power. We do not see an urgent need
to repair scandal. We understand that the statute of limitations for applying a penalty for this act has
run out and do not see this as a case needing “clerical capital punishment,” i.e. laicization. We
understand that the priest involved has had treatment and that a good aftercare program was
implemented, followed and monitored up to five or six years ago. We understand that the priest is
now a Senior priest. We do not see him unfit for all priestly ministry.

Recommendation

Our recommendation to you is that before Father be allowed to do any priestly ministry, he be re-
evaluated. If the re-evaluation is favorable, our consensus is that he could do priestly ministry with
some restrictions, namely, he could do no one-on-one ministry, including the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, and he could do no marriage counseling. He should be cautioned about viclating
boundaries. He should attend a 12-Step program, continue in spiritual direction and foilow his
aftercare, relapse prevention plan. He should be monitored.

Submitted by:

55 West Sanborn Street 8 PO Box 588 = Winona, MN 55987
Te[cplwnc: 507/464-4043 u Fax: 507/454-8106 = B-mail: mlloeppnc@dow.org
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
Office of The Bishop PASTORAL CENTER

Meeting: Bishop Harrington with Fr. Sylvester Brown
Fr. Hoeppner and ¥r. Kulas in attendance.
May 16, 2003 3:00 p.m.

1. Accusation: On April 2, 2003, Bishop Harrington received an accusation from
that he was sexually abused by Fr. Brown when he was .

and Fr. Brown was a spiritual director alleges that in the fall/winter of
when he was  years old and _Fr. Brown suggested to him that he strip
off his cloths and reveal his genitals so that Fr. Brown could help him understand sexuality
better. “refused to do so but in a subsequent spiritual direction session, Fr. Brown again
invited to strip and he did. Fr. Brown encouraged him to have an erection and this
happened. Fr. Brown said a blessing over genitals. then got dressed and left.
There was no touching.

said that for many years he did not have much to do with Fr.
Brown, In 1995 was stationed in and Fr. Brown was in

said that he began to run into “Fr. Brown’s sickness” all over again, Fr. Brown was
invasive of did not keep appropriate boundaries and was invasive of
other people’s boundaries. According to the description of sexual abuse given in the Charter
for the Protection of Children and Young People, believes that what Fr. Brown did
to him was sexual abuse. believes, Fr. Brown has
been invasive of people’s boundaries. . asks that restrictions be placed on Fr,
Brown’s ministering. He is concerned that Fr. Brown doesn’t respect boundaries and has
open access to young men. sees Fr. Brown’s invasive behavior as abusive. He
does not believe Fr. Brown should be working in parishes. testified that part of him
believes that what Fr. Brown did to him was so serious that Fr. Brown should not be able to
be called “Father” because that is what has happened to other priests. believes that
Fr. Brown just is unable to keep appropriate boundaries so he should be clearly and firmly

restricted.

2. Action: Bishop Harrington:

- received the accusation

- initiated a Preliminary Investigation in accord with canon law

- notified

- notified Fr. Brown

- instructed Fr. Brown to refrain from ministry. (This was not a penalty but an
administrative action in accord with canon law taken by the bishop from the
perspective of the bishop’s pastoral responsibility to govern and regulate ministry in
view of the good of the church.)

- received the Preliminary Investigation

- instructed the Diocesan Review Board to review the Preliminary Investigation and
advise him.

- received the advise of the Diocesan Review Board

55 West Sanborn Street # PO Box 588 » Winona, MN 55987
Telephone: 507/454-4643 » Fax: 507/454-8106 » E-mail: bharting@dow.org
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3. Findings:

- age: the incident was alleged to have taken place when was 18 years old.
Therefore, this is not a case of sexual abuse of a minor, the age for a minor at that
time being 16. Consequently, this is not a case about which the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith must be notified.

- sexual abuse and boundaries: sexual abuse includes sexual molestation or sexual
exploitation of a minor and other behavior by which an adult uses a minor as an
object of sexual gratification. The norm is whether the conduct or interaction
qualifies as an external, objectively grave violation of the Sixth Commandment.
Imputability is presumed upon external violation. Bishop Harrington considers iie
evidence sufficient to indicate the alleged act in was indeed sexual abuse.
Bishop Harrington also considers that there is sufficient evidence to indicate Fr.
Brown has not kept appropriate boundaries.

- presumption: the time limit in which a penalty can lawfully be applied for the alleged

sexual abuse has run out.

4. Hear Fr, Brown

5. Final Action: Fr. Brown completed treatment in 1992 and was reassigned to priestly
ministry. He was monitored and was seen as faithful to his aftercare program and there have
been no new accusations of inappropriate behavior of the kind brought forth by

In this day in the church, Bishop Harrington, recognizing his pastoral responsibility in
administration of this local church, needs to be especially cognizant of the common good.

Therefore:

- before Fr. Brown be allowed to do any ministry, he is to be re-evaluated.

- if the evaluation is favorable, he will be allowed to do some ministry with restrictions.
- he will do no one-on-one ministry, including the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

- he is to do no marriage counseling or marriage preparation.

- he is to be cautious about violating boundaries.

- he will attend a regular 12-Step program.

- he will continue in spiritual direction.

- he will follow his aftercare program, relapse prevention plan,

- he will be monitored and work with his monitor regularly and faithfully.
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DIOCESE OF WINONA

Office ot 1 he Bishop PASTORAL CENTER

June 11, 2003

Rev. Sylvester Brown

302 NW 4% §t. (}’ﬂ/’ (12(0/7
P. 0. Box 232 Ty b

Elysian, MN 56028 ~
Dear Fr. Brown:
I hope these days are enjoyable for you and that your health is continually improving.

Thank you for coming to my office on Friday, May 16, 2003, Subsequent to our meeting, I met with

on Tuesday, May 20, 2003. With this letter, I now put in writing the stipulations we discussed
when we met under which you will be allowed to minister. As I mentioned to you, these stipulations are not
a penalty but are an administrative action I am taking, in accord with canon law, in light of my pastoral
responsibility to govern and regulate ministry and in light of the common good of this local church.

The stipulations are these:
That you will have a re-evaluation before you are allowed to do any ministry.
If the re-evaluation is favorable, you will be allowed to minister with these restrictions;
- you will do no one-on-one ministry, including the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
- you are to do no marriage counseling or marriage preparation.
- you are to be respectful of boundaries and cautious of violating boundaries.
- you will attend a regular 12-Step program.
- you will continue in spiritual direction.
- you will follow the aftercare, relapse prevention program, set out at the end of your
treatiment at Villa St. John Vianney and the Anodos Center,
- you will be monitored and work with your monitor regelarly and faithfully.
Any infringement of these stipulations or failure to comply will result in removal from all ministry.

After looking at a number of options for your re-evaluation, [ ask that the re-evaluation or re-assessment be
done at the Kenwood Therapy Center in Minneapolis, MN. Dr, Bera of this Center is familiar with the
Anodos Center in Dowingtown, Pennsylvania and assures us that he and the staff of the Kenwood Center
have done re-evaluations for persons who have attended the Anodos Center. The closeness of the Kenwood
Center is certainly a plus. Please work with Fr. Hoeppner in making arrangements for your visit at the
Kenwood Therapy Center. The address is: Kenwood Therapy Center, 1111 West 22™ Street, Main Suite
205, Minneapolis, MN 55405-2786. The telephone number is: 612-377-9190.

Syl, although all of this may be difficult for you, I see this arrangement as a fair and workable solution.
When your re-evaluation is complete, please make an appointment to come and see me so that we can
review it and see where we are. 1 remind you to make no arrangements to cover for our brother priests
until you and I have met and you have received permission to minister. Know that you have my support

and that you are in my prayers.
Sincerely in Christ,

Most Rev. Bemard J. Harrington
Bishop of Winona

55 West Sanborn Street PO Box 588 = Winona, MN 55987
Telephone: §07/454-4643 u Fax: 507/454-8106 & I2-mail: bharring@dow.org
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Individual, Couple and Family
Therapy For Children, Adolescents
and Adults

Professional Individual and Group
Clinical Supervision, Consultation,
Workshops and Training

1111 West 22nd Street

Main Suite 205 :
Minneapolis, MN 55405-2786
Telephone: 612-377-9190

Center Services Available:

Child, Adolescent and Adult Therapy:
Individual, couple, family and group.

Mental Health Issues: Depression, anxiety,
phobias, grief, overeating, abuse.

Relational Health Issues: Couple and family
conflict, communication, parenting, adoption.

Chemical Health Issues: Assessment, therapy and

aftercare using both current alternative and AA-
related models.

Sex Related Issues: Intimacy, compulsivity, abuse,
perpetration, general sexuality issues, incest,
harassment.

Vocational/Organizationzl Consultation: Career
testing and development, coaching, conflict
resolution, team-building.

Clinical Supervision, Consultation, and
Training: Individual and group formats for
licensure or continuing education for psychology,
marriage and family therapy and alcohol and drug
counseling. Clinical video and live reflecting teams
available.

it 230 Streat: te
: olis: MN 55405-2
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Kenwood Therapy Center Staff

Walter H. Bera, PhD

Walter is Ceater Director and Founder with more than
20 years of clinical experience. He holds Minnesota
Licensure as a Psychologist, Marriage and Family
Therapist and Aleohol and Drug Counselor. Walter has
authored a variety of articles, books, videos and
curricula and is a past Bush Fellowship recipient, He is
an AAMFT Approved Supervisor and AFTA member,
Walter is an adjunet faculty member and clinjcal
instructor at 2 number of area universities and after work
is a 3rd Degree Black Beit Sensei in Shotokan Karate
and active Kali/TKD practitioner.

Susan E. Andersson, MA

Susan is 2 Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist who
enjoys working with children, adolescents, adulis,
families and couples drawing from an integrative
perspective. She obtained her Masters in Counseling
Psychology and Post-Masters Certificate in Marriage
and Family Therapy from Saint Mary's University,

Susan utilizes Narrative, solution-focused, cognitive-
behavioral and systemic ideas in her work, framing these

. inan outcome-informed, client-centered manner. She

has specialized interest and experience in adolescent
emotional and behavioral problems, parenting and coy-
ple-related issues, Susan is compieting the doctoral
program at the University of St, Thomas,

Susan Andersson, Deb White, John Stillman,

Walter Bera, Jessica Brown

Jessica Brown, PsyD

Jessica is a Licensed Psychulogis_t. therapist and researcher with
specialized training in Narratjve and solution-focused therapy
for adolescents and adults. Her PsyD is from Minnesota School
of Professional Psychology. Jessica’s clinical interests have
focused on grief, sexual abuse victimization and Pperpetration,
sexual compulsivity and compulsive overeating, She i
interested in qualitative research and therapy outcome research,

Deborah White, PhD

Deb is a Licensed Psychologist who warks with adolescents and
adults collaboratively 10 help them recognize and leverage their
strengths when facing difficult Jife issues: “depression, anxisty,
grief, leoss, divorcs, trauma, abuse, self-ésteem, ete. She teaches
at the University of Minnesota where she received her PhD isin
Counseling Psyehology. In her work as a therapist, Deb draws
on her experience in Personal and Organizational Counseling, as
well as the erearivity and discipline of her theatre and martja|
arts backgrounds. -

John Stillman, MSW

University of Pennsylvania and has intensiva family therapy
training at the Philadelphia Child Guidance Clinic. He has
specialized experience in adolescent behavioral issues, early
childhood development and childhood abuse and neglecr.

Center Services Available:

Child, Adolescent and Adult Therapy:
Individual, couple, family and group.

Mental Health Issues: Depression, anxiety,
phobias, grief, overeating, abuse,

Relational Health Issues: Couple and family
conflict, communication, parenting, adoption,

Chemical Health Issues:'Ass&ssmeut, therapy and
aftercare using both current alternative and AA-
related models.

Sex Related Issues: Intimacy, compulsivity, abuse,
perpetration, general sexuality issues, incest,
harassment,

Vocational/Organizational Consultation: Career
testing and development, coaching, conflict
resolution, team-building.

Clinicai Supervision, Consultation, and
Training: Individua! and group formats for
licensure or continuing education for psychology,
marriage and family therapy and alcohol and drug
counseling. Clinical video and live reflecting teams
available,
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Kenwaood Therapy Center

1111 West 22nd Street, Suite.200 FAX

Minneapolis, MN 55405
(612) 377-9190
fax: (612) 374-4498

At DT Thampsan )
From:_Michelie, Qrayei Ma, LnET=
Date:_/-/0-02

# of Pages (including cover): 4

Re.: EC f'x'ggg)n.

Message:

Pleast ol Wi emebosed Addiaar Q

ba‘,,jﬂ wegteq . oo mcludad (o

4 ¥ @ éﬂ, ymma,;ggswp
J and. Fr. Mdw Hoeppren.,

fo teo . Fr. Browt s

jﬂ) UL VAN E m@’ 7%, 7/16-m
hepepd o have Ve bnformation

CONFIDENTIAL: QUrassISaIna . AN --

The documents accompanying thls fax may dontain confidential medical Information which is
legally privileged. This information Is only for the use of the intended recipient, named above. If
you are nol the intended reciplent, you are hdreby notified that any disclosure, copying,
distribution, or the taking of any action in relignce on the contents of this information, except its
direct defivery to the intended recipient, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this fax in
error, piease notlfy us immediately by telephone to arrange for the retum of the documents.

Thank you,
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CoONFIDENTIRL

Kenwood Therapy Center, L LC 1111 Weet 22 Strect; Suite 203, Minnsapolis, MN- 53405
Phone: 612-377-9190 [ax: 812-574A498

360 Questionnajre for [r. Brown
July 14, 2003

Your Name; __EJ Thompson Da
A" 'U -y
How do you know [r. Porown__L formerly worked

in the Rochester community where he was a pastor.
through my participation on the Sexual Misconduct team

for priests in the diocese.
Please complcm the following to assist with our assessment and assure the most accurate and current

information. T hank Youl

Heow |_one; 14 years
I have also worked with him

and have facilitated seminars

I Whatare your most current concerns about?
My most current concerns center arxound Fr. Brown's ability to understand appropriate

relationships_and the boundaries one should have in those relationships. As a senior priest,
I am npt certain he has the

he is alone more often and seeks cmnpanionahi? and relationship. -
his

ability to secure healthy relationships — even though I have witnessed his willingness to do
best at interacting with others (whether they are brother priests or lay members of a commnity) .

2, What sre the reasons for your conceme?
Most recently, he was interviewed about his "progress" and concerns we had regarding his past

accusations from a boy at his former parish and then
fe_seemed almost non-pluged about the issues of asking these young men to expose

themselves. He validated the behavior as something 'educational' for them_and that he had no
sexual gratification from these events...he was just 'trying to help them understand'. He also
n terms of following his care plan from Adomos Ctr.

has donme littl the ;
5.e ,&‘r{:ﬁncrcgnggsgci |g Z\?cﬁ?#gﬁtf tso t:{'mae concems?

After a review of his file, the most recent accusation brought forward the fact that

Fr. Brown has not been a member of any type of support system group and he still didn't seem to
Following our interview and after receiving

understand the ramifications of his own behavior.

instructions from the bishop to refrain from minietry, he offered to cover masses on two different

weekends for priests in the diocese. Knowing how his actions affected one would think
serve in that parish or the surrounding communities...however, he has gone into

he wouldn't try W
¥, hat are some questions you would bke answered at this time?  ¢he same town to be a part of a
service.

#Does Fr. Brown understand how a victim can still feel vulnerable
even after an acknowledgement of wrong—doing, years later?

*How does Fr, Brown foster healthy new relationships?

*Does Fr. Brown feel he has_a mentor/spiritual director that he cam share things with and that

advises him?
*Does Fr. Brown understand that saying "no" to others is o.k.?
gréate boundaries? (Sexual,
¢

*Does Fr. Brown knog, the differ ncf between 4 proprifte and inappro
Flcasa use back ot page orad?pppagcsl more room is nee friendship, family
H » Iaml »
brotherhood)
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Attendance at_sup

5. Whatidcas or recommendations do you hgve to prevent the same concerns in the future?
port group meetings and a discussion of how he is dealing with the lifestyle of

a senior priest.
Being accountable o a care-plan and responsibly checking in with a designated representative.

Refraining from taking on additional ministry o

bligations that occur geographically near the

the victim who réently came forward,

Fr, Br

follod
monitor any ministry he i1s able fo do.

in detemini{:lggﬂlmw we can help Fr.

ese.

8. What al:tcmpta have alrcadg been made to: addrcas thnoc concerna?

mef with the bishop and was glven restrictions administratively. However, he did not
It seems clear that he will need to have a person that he checks in with to

Ths Follow=ap evaluation will ald our ifi-house team

Brown to be successful with after—care.

7- Canwecall you if we have Fo||ow~u|> gquestions? v. Yes No

Pastoral Center between 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m
507+454-4643 Ext. 223
9. (Canweshare your concerns with Fr. PBsrown? X Yes Ne

8. Whatis the best way to reach you?

Michelte,, _
[ wn ‘hopdful Tt fpo rewnd Uo  Cotespondence. |
moited, of U o Ho Lk pegestiy g ocrar,

Assessments.

/{agmdm'g o Vhrbel s 7%14(, -/ Seoke
with hum  Uxe Am  tnd Lo K l:u('/fmﬁ' to tolb With o
He tan he  reathed Tuesiy - Fffc/ay brtween §iov - Mion.

(7 e

Please use back of page or adcﬂpases i more room is needead
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(.  AUTHORIZATIONFORM ._

This form when completed and signed by you, authorizes me to release and/or exchange protected information
from your clinical record to the person(s) you designare.

I ‘—/9;.9’ frecl 3 c/énmf’ authorize: Wﬂ'ﬁ ém&%m

Kenwood Therapy Center, LLC
1111 West 22 street, Sulte 205
Minneapolis, MIN 55405
612-377-9190

and/or his or her administrative and clinical staff {eross out If o¢ applicable); to release and/or exchange this informarion:

Tnitial Assessment/Hlstory | ___ Trearment Plan

Past and Ongoing Casa notes | ——_Psychological Testing and Evaluation
¥ Summary of Trearment « ___Neurological Testing
—_Medical/Lab Results __Chemical Dependency Bvaluation
X Consultation Reports —Bducational Assessments

Alt of che above .

3 _Orher specify)

This Information should caly be released and/or exchanged with:

%) Twsmj Dicweyg) dZ; )Um:m/ (ndividuals)/ Clinic)
. @
dya_ B0)-d5d SR

Tamn requesting my counselor to release this information for the follewing reasons: (™at the request of the individual” is all
thar ls required if you are my clienr and you do not desire 10 state % specific purpose,)

This guthorization will expire:
30 days after termination of treatment ___Imotediately after requested Information is received

——_Upon my writzen request —_Other (Specify)

You have the right to revoke this authorizarion, in writing, at any time by sending such written notification to my office
address. However, your revocation will not be offective to the extenr char T have taken action in reliarice on the authorization
or if this authorization was obtained a5 a condivion of obtainlng Insirance coverage and the insurer has a legal right vo contest

a claim.
1 understand that my counselor generally may not condition psychalogical services upon my signing an aurhorization unless
the psychological services are provided to me for the purpose of credting health informarion for a third party.

Tunderstand that information used or. disclosed putsuant to the authorization may be subject to redisclosure by the recipient
of your information and no longer protected by the HIPAA Privacy Rule. }

%Z Y /&% a3
ignarus@ of Client (Parent/Guardian for Minor) Dare

I the authorization is signed by « personal representative of the cliehy, 2 description of such represensarive’s authority voact
for the client must be provided.

HIPAA COMPUIANT DOCUMENT 4/03

82
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DIOCESE OF WINONA

Office of The Bishop PASTORAL CENTER

L R TR
October 16, 2003 o e

Fr. Sylvester Brown
302 NW 4™ Street
PO Box 232
Elysian, MN 56028

Dear Syl,

Following our meeting to review your progress and the report from Dr. Walter Bera, I also met
with our Pastoral Care Assistance Coordinator, P.J. Thompson. As you might know, she
connects with the therapy center and is also aware of your continued progress and the positive

steps you’ve made.

After a discussion about the recommendations made by Dr. Bera and Ms. Craveiro, it is
important that we aid you in continued success with your therapy. To this end, I have revisited
my notes of our earlier conversation and amended some of our agreement for the time being. 1
believe it is best to use a step-by-step approach as recommended by the Kenwood Therapy
Center. I believe it is best that you begin your re-entry into ministry in the following ways:

L. You may do supply ministry that includes weekends at parishes or individual Masses at
local churches.

2. You will continue to participate in every-other week sessions at the Kenwood Therapy
Center.

3. You will contact the Pastoral Care Assistance Coordinator when you schedule supply

ministry at a parish or local church. In the event that she is unavailable, please contact
the Chancellor or Vicar General of the diocese.

4, Youmay perform marriages. + fonatabs

It is important that you understand that the following restrictions remain in place for now:

5
. You cannot do any Sacramental ministry outside a parish setting.  fvcu! et

55 West Sanhorn Street » PO Box 388 » Winona, MN 55087
Telephone: 507/454-4643 w Fax: 307/4354-8106 » E-mail: bharrng@dow.org
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. You may not hear confessions either in normal circumstances or in Communal Penance
Ceremonues.
e

. , 5 s 5 0,0, 0
. You may not provide any marriage or pre-marriage counseling. e o apuds

I commend you again on the progress you have made so far. Please know that it is my desire to
help you serve the people of God positively. Icontinue to hold you in prayer. As I review your
continued progress, we will discuss additional ministries in the future.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
(¥ ”

T
%M%TA b iﬂ;"w P
arri GJ*:'JU' . ;f”"” ﬂf"ﬁ },nuf’u

Most Rev. Bernard J. Harrington . p

Bishop of Winona 1 P ﬂ W M/l 3
(91’ | ‘( b ;”J

cc:  Dr. Walter Bera { y‘)-’& ("

P.J. Thompson l ,E’ Mvg’\f
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KENWOOD THERAPY CENTER, " " ™ "ATA BLVD, MPLS MN 55405
Phone: 612 _ .. _.__ . ... -._ 3744498

To: Ms. PJ Thompson

Re: Father Sylvester Brown

Dear Ms. Thompson;

This letter Is to update you on the work we are doing with Fr. Syl.

He is currently attending monthly two-hour therapy sessions at the Kenwood Therapy
Center. It is our understanding from our past phone conference call and from Fr. Syl's
report that he continues 1o report when assignments arise for him to help out for
vacationing priests and others such as weddings and funerals. This s in accordance

with the restrictlons still in place for him.

On our end, Fr. Syl has continued being successful with his aftercare treatment, We
have been working on the healing process between Fr. Syl and which has
had some positive outcome 1o this historically unresolved painful situation between
them. has communicated this 1o us through phone conversations with Dr.

Bera.

Fr. Syl's success can be described by his continued clarity in sensitivity and political
astuteness. His sensitivity to social situations has clearly improved. He has asked for
clarification on how his presence has affected or is being understood by

This gesture is one not of assumption but
assuredness of the cornrort of others. As well, Fr. Brown was asked to have a
celebration of thanks in his honor when leaving the Montgomery assignment to which
he declined. He explained this as wanting the parish to celebrate and welcome the
incoming priest and not wanting his part fo overshadow the Importance of the event.
These speak also to Fr. Syl's understanding of the importance of appropriate
boundaties. Most recently Fr, Syl was asked to do a funeral in the absence of

to which he graciously yet with certainty declined.

.is pleased with the progress and being kept in the loop. He is concemned to
know if the dioceses in which Fr. Brown substitutes is informed that he has a history

with sexual misconduct? Can you clarify this with us or directly?

Fr. Syl continues to be forthright and honest in his work at the Kenwood Therapy
center. There is evidence In the recent decisions he has made that he possesses a
different position of awareness of self and self in relation to others. He has
communicated gratitude for what he has leamed through the process of his treatment.
We enjoy meeting with him and will continue his aftercare treatment with an every-
other monthly meeting and follow-up with you in the form of phonie conversations and
written updates. Please contact us if there is any further clarification you may need or
with questions you may have with regard to our work with Fr, Syl.

et A LIPT

elle A. Craveifo, MA, LMFT

Iy,

. file
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
Office of The Vicar General PASTORAL CENTER

December 17, 2003

Rev. Sylvester Brown
302 N.W. 4™ Street
P.O. Box 232
Elysian, MN 56028

Dear Fr. Brown;
Blessings to you these days of Advent, 2003.

Bishop Harrington received your note and that of Michelle C. As I had mentioned to you
previously, it is good that you put in writing your plans for the pilgrimage next year and inform
the Bishop about them so that he is okay with it all. Bishop Harrington is fine with you leading
this pilgrimage and being listed as “spiritual director.” You know, as we have discussed, that
you can offer Mass publicly in church buildings. You are not free, however, to celebrate the
Sacrament of Reconciliation and you will have to work with this limitation with those on the

pilgrimage. That is the way it is for now.

So, the trip certainly looks like it will be a great one. I’m sure you will enjoy it.

Sincerely, In Christ,

//wU/

Rev. Michael J, Hoeppuel
Vicar General

55 Wost Sanborn Strect a PO Box 588 s Winona, MN 55987
Telephone: 507/454-4643 u Fax: 507/454-8106 » E-mail: mhoeppne@dow.org
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CONFICENTIAL
Memo FiLE

To: Fr. Mike Hoeppner
From: Py
Date: April 8, 2004

cc: Fr. Mike Cronin
Subject: Therapy follow-up - S. Brown
Fr. Mike,

I had a telephone conference with Dr. Walter Bera, Michelle Cuavero and Fr. Brown yesterday to
review follow-up regarding his treatment. During these sessions, we discuss progress - continued

needs and clarify any questions that surface.

Syl is doing very well and has now come to recognize the impact his actions had on many
individuals while he served at the Seminary and later in parishes. He has worked through the
childhood abuse he suffered himself and has also spoken to about how he hurt him,
The continuing therapy in which Dr. Bera works is born out of a 360 degree process which
enables all parties affected to gather and openly address feelings and ways to move through the
pain. Syl admitted to some of the same behaviors on his behalf involving

during some recent sessions and wanted us to be aware of that.

Most recently, while working with they reached a break through for him as well.
He was able to accept a letter of apology written by Fr. Brown as a part of his healing and letting
go of the anger and hurt he has experienced. He said that he would be open to Fr. Brown
attenuu., that was permitted.

Due to the continued progress both have made, sessions will continue but on a less frequent basis.
1 asked Fr. Brown to continue to connect with us by telephone if he would like to cover a funeral
at the last minute. However, I did ask that he begin to take the responsibility of noting dates he
has offered to cover for others on a calendar and simply forward that to our office. This gives
him the task of keeping the record and getting it to us on a bi-weekly basis.

He asked if the committee would discuss reinstatement of his faculties during our next meeting.
During recent one-to-one sessicns via telephone with Dr. Bera, he noted that we look at this
conservatively and carefully re-instate ‘permission’ or specific faculties on a limited basis slowly.
In this way, Fr. Brown will continue his progress and therapy follow-up while he gains confidence
but is not overwhelmed. If you’d like to discuss this further, please let me know. I'll provide

additional information during our team meeting.
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A note from the desk of
Father Syl Brown
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Clarification of Intent for Trip

By: Fr Brown

The intended role for the upcoming trip will be as Spiritual Director. This means that
Father Brown will be conducting Mass each day of the trip for anyone who chooses to
participate. There will a detailed listing of the Mass celebrations that will be held
throughout the trip. This will be available later as the time of the trip grows closer. This
will be presented to you at the time this is available.

There is no individual spiritual direction intended for any pilgrims during this trip.

Signed,

. o S
\g;/ f‘-ﬁ«f-{ ,\,‘:—k £PED~

o
Fﬁﬁi’c Tvester Brown

1y
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15 Day Pilgrimage Tour
Rome-Assisi—-Ravenna-Florence

Venice-Pompeii—-Sorrento

Isle of Capri-Medjugorje
April 23—-May 7, 2004-$2950.00* from Minneapolis
Spiritual Director: FATHER SYL BROWN

* Round Trip, Price Per Person, Is based on Double Occupancy, and includes Tips, Airport Taxes, and two meals a day.
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ST. PAUL'S CHURCH OUTSIDE THE WALLS-ROME

15-DAY PILGRIMAGE
SHRINES OF ITALY & MEDJUGORIJE

DAY BY DAY ITINERARY

1st DAY MINNEAPOLIS/CHICAGO/FRANKFURT
Depart Minneapolis to Chicago and change planes to Frankfurt.

2nd DAY FRANKFURT/VENICE

Arrive Frankfurt and change planes to Venice. Upon arrival you
will be meét and transferred to your hotel. This aftemoon enjoy a
tour of Venice including the Doges Palace, the Bridge of Sighs and
St. Mark’s Square. Return to your hotel for dinner and overnight.

3rd DAY VENICE/PADUA/RAVENNA/FLORENCE

Depart for Padua where St. Anthony spent much of his public min-
istry. He was such a great orator that no church was large enough
to hold those who came to hear him. For most of us he is known as
the Patron Saint of things lost. After celebrating Mass in the Ba-
silica of St. Anthony review various art works including the larg-
est bronze works of Donatello. Continue to Ravenna to see the
famous mosaics in San Appolinare and Sanvitale, and on to your
hotel in Florence for dinner and overnight.

4th DAY FLORENCE

Today enjoy a tour of Florence including the Academy of Fine
Arts, Ponte Vecchio, the Duomo and the Baptistery with its cel-
ebrated bronze doors. This afternoon is free in Florence, followed
by dinner and overnight at your hotel.

5th DAY FLORENCE/SIENA/ROME AIRPORT/
DUBROVKIK

Depart for Pisa, located on the River Amo, where Mass will be
celebrated in the Romanesque Cathedral located in the huge Miracle
Square which adjoins the Baptistery and Leaning Tower. After
lunch depart to the perfectly preserved city of Siena, birthplace of
St. Catherine, Virgin and Doctor of the church. Stroll through the
silent narrow streets from the central square viewing the Italian
architecture. Continue to the airport for your flight to Dubrovnik
and on to your hotel for dinner and overnight.

6th DAY DUBROVNIK/MEDJUGORJE
Enjoy a morning tour of Dubrovnik, the pear? of the Adriatic, visit
the Shrine of Blaise before driving to Medjugorje.

6th and 7th DAYS MEDJUGORJE
Join the daily English Mass, visit Apparition Hill and climb the

ross Mountain, via Way of the Cross. Meetings with
locutionists and Fr. Jozo will also be scheduled if possible. In the
evenings attend the recitation of the Rosary and the healing ser-
vice at St. James Church. During the day you have the opportu-
nity for confession or to spend time in prayer in the Perpetual Ado-
ration Chapel.

8th DAY MEDJUGORJE/SPLIT/ROME/ASSISI

Attend morning Mass at St. James Church before departing to Split
for your flight to Rome. Upon arrival you will be met and trans-
ferred to your hotel in Assisi for dinner and overnight.

9th DAYASSISI

Visit St. Mary of the Angel Church in Portiuncula and visit St.
Francis’ Chapel, the Rose Garden, Francis’ Cave and the chapel of
Francis’ death. Following Mass continue to the Tomb of St. Francis
and St. Clare’s Church where her body lies intact and where the
famous St. Damioni Crucifix who spoke to St. Francis is located.
Return to your hotel for dinner and overnight,

10th DAY ASSISUPOMPEIL/SORRENTO
Depart Assisi to Pompeii to see the ruins and visit the Rosary Ba-
silica. Continue to your hotel in Sorrento for dinner and over-

night.

11th DAY SORRENTO/ISLE OF CAPRI/SORRENTO

Enjoy a tour of Sorrento and an excursion by hydrofoil to the Isle
of Capri to see the famous “Blue Grotto”. Return to your hotel in
Sorrento for dinner and overnight.

ST. JAMES CHURCH-MEDJUGORJE

SB000261



Depart to Monte Cassino, home of the Benedictine Ord
the Abbey before continuing to Rome. If time permits you will
visit the ancient Catacombs. Continue to your hotel in Rome for

dinner and overnight.

13th DAY ROME/PAPAL AUDIENCE

Transfer to the Vatican to attend the Papal Audience. This after-
noon you have 4 tour of Rome including St. John Lateran, St. Mary
Majore and St. Paulis Church Outside the Walls. Return to your
hotel for dinner and overnight.

14th DAY ROME

Visit Vatican City, including St. Peter’s Basilica, the largest church
in the world, the Vatican Museum with its halls of paintings, tapes-
tries, statuary, and the breathtaking Sistine Chapel. View the Ro-
man Forum and visit the Colosseum. Return to your hotel for din-
ner and overnight.

15th DAY ROME/FRANKFURT/CHICAGO/MINNEAPOLIS
Transfer to the airport for your flight to Frankfurt, with connecting
service to Chicago and on to Minneapolis.

PILGRIMAGE TOUR INCLUDES:
¥ Air transportation from Minneapolis
¢ First Class Hotels, with Private Bath,
based on double occupancy.
Private pensions in Medjugorje.
¢ Two meals per Day, Breakfast and Dinner.
% Deluxe and Air Conditioned Motorcoaches
¥ English Speaking Guides
% All Entrance Fees and Admissions
% Baggage Handling
¢ Daily Mass
¢ Includes Tips and Airport Taxes

Inspirational Tours, Inc. ..,

Religious Group Tour Wholesaler Since 19721 3
5433 Westheimer, Suite 600, Houston, Texas 77056 @

Phone: (713) 9612785  Fax: (713) 961-7496  [fies s
Toll Free 1-800-231-6287 by

Dear Fellow Pilgrims:

I would like to invite you
to join me on this wonderful
Pilgimage. We visit Rome to
receive Our Holy Father’s
blessing for our journey of
Faith. As we visit all of the
beautiful Churches in this Eter-
nal City, and we begin to un-
derstand the gift of our Catho-
lic heritage. We will visit Assisi,
Venice, Florence, Siena,
Pompeii, and Sorrento. Then
we will journey to Medjugorje.
We will be celebrating Mass ev-
eryday in many of the greatest shrines and churches.

A pilgrimage is a great way to set our hearts aflame for the
Lord and empower us to go out and share God's touch of love with
others.

Join me on this Pilgrimage of Faith.

FATHER SYL BROWN

For additional information and reservations, please contact;
FR. SYL BROWN
302 North 4th Street Box 232 Elysian, MN 56028
Phone: (507) 267-4876

EN NN EE SN NSRRI NI NN AN O RN
REGISTRATION FORM
FR.SYLBROWN  APRIL 23-MAY 7, 2004

I have read and agree to the conditions as set forth in this brochure.

Full Passport Name

Name for Tour Badge

Address

City State. Zip
Home Phone Work Phone
Church

Emergency Contact/Phone:

Roomate Preference

1 am enclosing a $250.00 deposit per person

Please make checks payable to and mail to:
INSPIRATIONAL TOURS, INC.
5433 Westheimer, Suite 600 Houston, Texas 77056
Phones: Toll Free 1-800-231-6287 713-961-2785

SB000262



TERMS AND CONDITIONS

The Tour Price Includes:

Alr Transportation: Airlares are based on special contract agreements with varicus international
airlines, and nvolve cerfain restrictions and deadiines. These fares are subject 1o canceliation
penaltias, and once hey are issued, are nanrelundable. Please refer to our CANCELLATION
AND REFUND OF AIR AND LAND ARRANGEMENTS CLAUSE/POLICY below. Airfares are
based on prices in effect as of January 1, 2003, and they are subject te change without notice.
IT IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED THAT YOU PURCHASE TRIP CANCELLATION
INSURANCE.

Surlace Transportation: All surface transportation as describad In the itinerary will be by modern
motorcoach designed for highway travel. Groups will be met and transferred on arrival and depar-
lure.

Hotalg: First class Holels (4 siar theoughout), Hotel classifications as per ratings on OHAG pub-
lished by Zilf-Davis Company in New York. Hotels are on double cccupancy.

Single room cos! is $520.00 extra per persan, If you sign up for doubla oceupancy and no reom-
mate is available, you will have the opportunity 6 purchase a single room al & reduced rate.
Meal Plan: Tho meal plan is demi-penslon, which consists of breakiast and dinner, depending en
the rauline of the linerary, Taxes and service charges normally appearing on the reslaurant bills
are included m (he lour price.

Baggage: One bag pliss ane carry on are allowed Iree of charge on lhe alrlines, and on the tour.
Checked baggage can weigh up lo 70 lbs, Excess baggage will be charged by the airines.

The Tour Price Does Not Include: Expensas of passpors, laundry, wines, liquars, mineral wa-
lers, atler-luncheon and after, dinnar tea or coffee or food not an the menus of the included meals;
additianal baggage; expenses of camages, guldes, sight-seeing or other services than those spe-
cifically menlioned as being included in he ifinerary; baggage and personal insurance; all items of
a parsonal natute plus those not listed abave ag being included in the tour price.

Alse Included; Personal Graluities, Tips, Airport Taxes.

Baoking Conditlons:

Deposiis and Payment: A deposit of §250.00 per person is required at the time of booking. No
order will be processed without  depasit. Full and final payment is due 80 days belore departure.
Reglstrations recaived within 60 days ol daparture require payment in full, deposit only will not be
accepted,

Cancellation and Refund Poficy: All canceliations MUST BE IN WRITING AND POSTMARKED.
In addition to a $50.00 per person admlnistralive fes, the following charges will apply: 90 to 61

s
ASSISI

days prior to departure: $100.00 cancellation fee: 60 to 45 days prior ta departure $200.00 cancel-
lation fee: 44 10 31 days prior to depanure; $500.00 cancellation tee: 30 days prior to departure:
total loss of all lour costs, Alr and Land.
Davlatlons: Daviations are only allowed on Iha return Journey, and It mus| be from the same
deparling clly s the group, depending upon availability. Thers is a normal fee of $150.00 per
person, plus any addiional airine charges. ALL devlatlons requests must be made In writing,
at least 190 days belars departure date, NO TELEPHONE DEVIATION REQUESTS WILL BE
ACCEPTED.
Tour Prices Al lour pricas quoted for Iransparatian and land arrangemenls In this falder are
based on rales, (including forelgn exchange rates), in effect at the time of wraveling and accord-
ingly are subject lo inctease withaut nolice If such rales changs prior {o depariure,
Insurance: To prolect your travel plans, WE HIGHLY RECOMMEND THE PURCHASE OF FLIGHT/
TOUR CANCELLATION, BAGGAGE, AND ACCIDENTAL/MEDICAL INSURANCE COVERAGE.
CONTACT (NSPIRATIONAL TOURS, INC. AT 1-800-231-6287 FOR DETAILS.
Responsibility: Inspirational Tours, Inc. or thelr agents act only as agent for the passenger in
regards to travel, whelher by railroad, motor car, motorcoach, boal or airplane and assume no
lisbility for injury, damage, toss, accident, delay or Iregularfty which may be occasioned gither by
acls or dafect in any vehicle ar for any reason whatsoever, or thraugh the acts o defaull of any
company or parson angaged in cunvuy'm? Ihe passanger or in carrying out the arrangemens of
the taur. They can accep! no rasponsibility for losses or additional expenses due fo delay or
changes in air or other services, sicknoss, weather, strike; war, quaraniing or olher causes. Al
such losses or expanses will have lobe borne by the passenger as four rates provida for arrange-
ments only for the time staled. The right s reserved to substitute hatels of similar quality 1o those
specilied in the ilinerary and the righl is reserved lo cancel any lour prior to depariure, In which
Iatler case a full relund will constitute full settlament to the passanger, Mo rafund will ba made for
any unused portian of ihe tour unless arangements are made prior 1o depariure from the Uniled
Stales. The aiflines concerned, thelr agents, ar afiiliales and other cariiers, ara nol 1o be held
respansible for any act, omission or even! during the lime pagsengers are not anboard thelr air-
craft. The passangaer ticket in usa by said carriers, when Issued, shall conslituta the sole conlract
belween the cariers and the purchasers of these tickals and/or the passenger. The senvices of
any LATA. carer may be used for these lours and Iransportation wihin the U.S.A, may be
provided by any member of the Alr Traffic Conlerence of America, PRICES ARE BASED ON
RATES EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003 AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

FR. 5YL BROWNT-220UBROWN,8YL-4M

For additional information and reservations, please contact:
FR.SYL BROWN
302 North 4th Street Box 232  Elysian, MN 56028
Phone: (507) 267-4876

Ask your friends and relatives to join
you on this inspiring tour!
Give them this registration form!

 EENERSRRERNERERERNRERRENRERENN!
REGISTRATION FORM
FR.SYLBROWN  APRIL 23-MAY 7, 2004

I have read and agree to the conditions as set forth in this brochure.

Fult Passport Name

Name for Tour Badge
Address

City State Zip

Home Phone Work Phone

Church

Emergency Contact/Phone:

Roomate Preference

I am enclosing a $250.00 deposit per person

Please make checks payable to and mail to:
INSPIRATIONAL TOURS, INC,
5433 Westheimer, Suite 600 Houston, Texas 77056
Phones: Toll Free 1-800-231-6287 713-961-2785
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A note from the desk of
Father Syl Brown
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Camping and recreational programs for children and adults with disabilities offer unique
opportunities that enhance the quality of life for participants. Camping programs help
build self-esteem and confidence through new and chalienging experiences.
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4 567 8 910|678 9101112

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
183 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30

£

Groen

St Joswd
Slnds

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY

Green

Diocesan Regutations
for Holy Days of Obfigation

Kand 4

St Thérbse of the Chitd Jesws, VD — M

7_3’- Nf’ 7

/

8

Graen/White

[

SL Brano, Pr — (M)
1N OROINARY TIME St Francis of Assish, R ~ M Blassed Marie-Rose Dumocher, V — M) Our Lady of the Rosary — M Blessad Virin Way — (M)
Green % Groen Groen Grase o, o
SOLIENG AY SEsEEsD
b—
TWENTY-EIEHTH SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME

SL Catlistus 1, Pp M — (M)

St Teres2 of Josus. VD — M

16§

17

18

19

20

22l

22

Radt fied Reg Greon Groen/Wiite
—_—
Stx. John ds Brébeut
TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY and Iszac Jogmes, Fr M
N DRDIRARY TIME SL ignathrs of Antloch, BM — M ST, LUKE, Ev — F and Compantans, MIK — M St Paut of the Cross, Pr — (M) Blessad Virgla Mary — (M)
23T F| A 25 26 27 28 29
. 8 — Red Gresn/White
Eﬁnmm&;(.‘{ R Anthony Mary Claret, 8 — () Sreen Grean Groen
a1
Groen
0 o"% ¥
3070 | 3
THIRTT-FIRST SUNDAY
IN CROMARY TilE

STS. SIBAON and JUDE, Aps — F

Biessed Vugin Mary — (M}
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Sunday Monday Saturday
OCTOBER DECEMBER —Z 2 5
S M T wW T F § $ M T W T F §
1 1 2 3 Whils WhiteViohet/Back Gees/Whitz
2345678456789 10| S Wneklo
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 | 11 32 13 14 15 16 17
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 | 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 | Ao ﬂl;«&
23 21
1252627 28 29 | 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 A sus
ALL SAINTS — § All the Faithiul Departeq) St Martin de Pomes, R — (M} St. Charles Borremeo, 38 — M Blessad Virgin Mary — (M)
6 ¥|7 S 9 10 11 12

THIATY-SECOND SUNDAY
IN OADINARY TIME

DEDICATION OF THE
LATERAN BASILICA IN ROWE — F

F"'::“gra {

‘érb-‘
/V@ e W/ 4

SL Leo the Graal, Pp D — M

4.‘

VETERANS' DAY
kS

5. Martr, of Tours, 8 — M

ga‘t c.{ﬂé e [‘/

Cailonboal ot
Sl

St Josaphat, BM — M

14

Groen

17

15

e s
19 ;sfzf;: N

Erianmin e { . \
of ¥ "'{"{ Funel i Py /g::
Iaﬁ on 6-" _‘.gr #
f L /1 Dadication of the Basllcss of
“1'.?5'&5@25?."’4’5" St Albert tha Great, B0 — (1) ammus;;s@-m St Eizadeth of Hungary, R — M sét:::’é."m'"“m“” ﬁ’ Blessac Virgin Mary — (M)
?;”2’7/0 J‘,% 21 22/? . 123 24 25 26
2 wht ™ Green/Rot/WhituRad RetMiity [ Groanute
M" THANKSGIVING DAY
P ol s
Prosertation of the ’{‘

OUR LGRD JESUS
CHRIST THE KING — S

Elessad Virgln Mary — M
(Thirty-Faurth or Laxt Wask In Ordinary Time)

BL Cacllis, VM — M

SI.CIIIMI Pp M — (M}
SU Columban, Ab ~ (M)
Blmssod Migust Aqustin Pra, Pr M — (M)

St Andrew Dung-Lac, Pr M
and Compasions, MM — M
Proper Mass: In Thanksgiving to God

ﬂ%

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

ﬂ

28

Vipiet

29

Violst

St Cathation of Almandra, VM — (M)

Blassed Virgia Mary — (M)

~ Check Your Current
-.Diocesan Regulations

for Holy Days of Obligation
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A note from the desk of
Father Syl Brown

) .
L e . 4
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. DIOCESE OF WINONA
Office of The Bishop PASTORAL CENTER

November 21, 2005

Rev. Syl Brown
302 NW 4 St.
P.O. Box 232
Elysian, MN 56028

Dear Fr. Brown:
God’s blessings to you as we conclude another liturgical year of blessings.

It was in May of 2003 that you and I met and discussed your priestly ministry in this local church.
At that time I found it necessary to place some restrictions on your ministering as a priest.

After we met, you began to work with Dr, Bera to review the matters that were at the source of
our concern and to learn more healthy ways of relating to the people you serve. Some time ago,
because of the progress you made, I was able to lift a number of the stipulations. Three
remained: no ministry outside of a parish setting; no hearing the Sacrament of Reconciliation
individually or communally, no pre-marriage or marriage preparation.

I am happy to write to you today to lift these final three remaining stipulations. Ido so at the
recommendation of Dr. Bera, Fr. Hoeppner and Mrs. P.J. Thompson with whom you have been
working. Ilift these stipulations but do so with one word of caution for you: you are not to put
yourself in one-on-one situations where you are alone with boys and young men.

Fr. Brown, I am happy for the work you have faithfully done to address these issues of concern in
your life. I urge you to continue to put into practice what you have learned. Continue to follow
the sound direction your care and after-care programs set out for you. Continue your journey to

holiness with the help of competent spiritual direction.

Thank you for all you do for God’s people here. May the Good Lord always bless you and the
work of your hands.

Most. Rev. Bernard J. Harriigton
Bishop of Winona

Sincerely in Christ,

cc. Fr. Hoeppner
\/Mrs. P.J. Thompson

55 West Sanborn Street » PO Box 588 » Winona, MN 55987
Telephone: 507/454-4643 & Fax: 507/454-8106 a E-mail: bharring@dow.org
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Easter Seals
DISABILITY SERVICES

ANUARY

2006

e

Candycane Dahlia © Danny Wilson/Dwilson phato

Remember that people with disabilities lead lives just like people without disabilities --
they go to school, get married, work, have families, do laundry, grocery shop, laugh,

cry, pay taxes, get angry, have prejudices, vote, plan and dream like everyone else.

2.

Friday Saturday
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Creating solutions, changing lives.

www.easterseals.com
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15-DAY PILGRIMAGE: HOLY NS / GREEK ISLANDS CRUISE
MAR 18 - APR 1, 2006

$3,390* PER PERSON FROM MINNEAPOLIS

*Round trip price per person, based on double occupancy, including tips, airport taxes and shore taxes
SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR: FR. SYL BROWN




DAY 01 - MINNEAPOLIS/CHICAGO/FRANKFURT
Depart Minneapolis lo Chicago and change planes to Franklurl

DAY 02 - FRANKFURT/TEL AVIV
Arive Frankfurl and change planes ta Tel Aviv. Upon arrival you will be met and transfered
to your hotel for dinner and overnighl,

DAY 03 - TEL AVIVITIBERIAS

Begln your Holy Land pilgrimage wilh a visit to Caesarea, which was bullt by Herod as a
major seaport al the time of Christ, was later occupied during the Byzanline and Crusader
periods and which contains ruins Irom all of these periods. Continue to Haifa, @ modern
seaporl which is situated on the slopes of Mt. Carmel to see the mountaln of Elljah, where
we will visit Elijah's cave and the cradle of the Cammelite Order 2l the Shrine of Our Lady of
Mt. Carmel, Continue to Nazareth and celebrate your first Mass in the Holy Land al the
Basllica of the Annunciation before visiling the churches commemorating the house of the
holy family. Joseph's workshop and Mary's well. Stop at Cana (o visit the church were
Chrisl tumed the water into wine before ending the day in Tiberias on Ihe Sea of Galilee at
the hotel for dlnner and overnight.

DAY 04 - TIBERIAS

Enjoy a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee before driving to the northem end of the Sea of
Galllee to visit the village of Capemaum at the site where Peter lived and Jesus performad
much of his minislry in the Qalllee. Here you visit an anclent synagogue, and a first century
hause and Byzantine Church which are now located under a modern Franciscan Church.
Continue up the hill overlooking the Sea of Galilee (o the beauliful Mount of Bealitudes
whera you have limae for private prayer in the gardens befare celebrating Mass at one of the
outside allars overlooking Lhe sea. Depart by bus to the Church of the Primacy and the
Benedicline Basilica commemoarating the multiplication of the loaves and the fishes. End your
day of touring with a visit to the Jordan River and reflect on Jesus' baptism by John and
renew yaur baptismal promises. Retum to your hotet in Tiberias for dinner and overnight,

DAY 05 - TIBERIAS/JERICHO/JERUSALEM

Leaving the Sea of Galilee this morning you drive to MI. Tabor and transfer to taxis for an
exciing ride to the top of this mountain where tradilion locates the site of lhe Trangfiguralion
to celebrate Mass. Conlinue down the Jordan Valiey to Jericho for a visit to the Tel of the
anclent city and a view the Mt. of Temptation. Continue lo the Dead Sea and Qumran, the
sile where the Dead Sea Scrolls were found. Slap at the Inn of the Goad Samaritan before
conlinuing to Belhany to see tha church and the tomb of Lazarus. Continue to your hotel In
Jerusalem for dinner and overnight.

DAY 06 - JERUSALEM/BETHLEHEM

Begin your day in Jerusalem at the top of the Mount of Olives wilh its famous view of the
Temple Mounl. Walking down the Mount of Olives you slop at Dominus Flevit where Jesus
wept over Jerusalem before passing by the Russian Church of Mary Magdalene on aur way
to lhe Garden of Gethsemane to view the venerable olive trees which witnessed Jesus'
salitary vigil. Visit the Church of All Nations befora celebrating Mass there or at one of the
other churches adjacent to the Garden. This afleroon conlinue to Bethlehem, passing the
tomb of Rachel and the Fisld of Boaz. In Belhlehem you visit the Grollo of the Nativily, the
Oratory of the Manager and the cave whare St. Jerome lived the latler portion of his iife after
Iranslating the Bible into Latin. Complete the aflemoon wilth a visit lo the Shepherd's Field
before returning to your Jerusalem hotel for dinner and overnight.

DAY 07 - JERUSALEM ~ OLD CITY

Enter lhe Old City through Si. Stephen's Gate, slopping at the Pools of Bethesda before
continuing on the Via Dolorosa and Way of the Cross. Included are stops at the Chapsl of
the Flagellation, Lithostrotos, and the Arch of Ecco Homo and all remaining Stations of the
Cross before arriving at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre where you celebrale Mass. This
altemoan vislt the Dome of the Rock, El Agsa Mosque, the ancient Jewish Walling Wall, the
Citadel, David's Tower and the Russian excavations. Retum lo your Jerssalem hatel for
dinner and avemight.

DAY 08 - MT. ZION/UPPER ROOM

Drive to Mt. Zion to visit the Room of the Last Supper and visit King David's Tomb, Conlinue
to the Friary "Coenaculum” for Mass at the Mosl Blessed Sacramenl, Drive through the
Valley of the Cross 1o Ein Karem, the birthplace of John the Baptist, and visil the Church of
the Visitation. Retum to your hotel for dinner and overnight.

DAY 09 - TEL AVIV/ATHENS
Transfer to the alrport in Tel Avlv for your flighl o Athens. Upon arvival Into Athens you wil
be met and transferred to your hotel. This afternoon enjoy a laur of ancient Corinth to visil
the Temple of Apallo, Marketplace, the Bema, the Agora and Corinth Canal. Retum to you

hotel for dinner and ovemight,

DAY 10 - ATHENS/PIRAEUS/MYKONOS

Transfer to the porl of Pirasus to board your Greek Islands cruise. The first port of call is
Mykanaos, an lsland of beautiful beaches and secluded coves, where you may disembark and
stoll through the narrow strests, shops and cafes. Relum to the ship for dinner and the
overnlght sall to the island of Kusadasi.

DAY 11 - KUSADAS! {EPHESUS)/PATMOS

This moming the ship amives into Kusadasi. Disembark and drive lo M1. Koressos, situated
in a small valley where the humble chapel lies an the sile of the house where lhe Virgin Mary
is belloved lo have spent her last days. Continue to Ephesus where you will discover
innumarable monuments including the Forum, the Odeon, the Library of Celsus, the Thermal
Baths of Scolasllk and the Great Theatre built in the Greek sra which Is slitl noted for its
ramarkable acoustics. Retum to the ship for your altemoon depariura to Patmos, an Island
of outstanding natural beauty comprised of rocky hills, dozens of tongues of Jand reaching
out into the sea, lranqull beaches and many picturesque inlets, Disembark al the port of
Scala lo the village of Chora where the Monasiery of St. John ls built within the walls of a
strong fortification. Visit tha small museum where priceloss ecclesiaslical lreasures, books,
manuscripts, mosalcs, icons, vestments and Jewelry are housed. Conlinue to the nearby
Graolio of the Apocalypse to ses the niches In the wall that mark the pillow and ledge used as
a desk by the author of the Book of Revelalion and the crack in the rock made by Lhe voice
of God honoring the Holy Trinity, This evening enjoy dinner on board the ship and set sall to
the island of Rhodes.

DAY 12 - RHODES & LINDOS

Arrive Rhodas early this moming and enjoy a full day an this beautiful Island, famous as a
medleval city of the Knights of St. John. Disembark and drive to the clty of Lindos, one of the
most important of the three greal cltles of ancient times, See the Acropalis of Lindos which
is parched on the iink of a precipice 400 feel above the sea. Retum lo the cily of Rhodes to
enjoy a pancramic drive through the new part of the city before conlinuing to Mt. Smith to
see the ruins of anclent Rhodes, the Temple of Apollo and Dlagoras Stadium. Return to the
ship for dinner and set sail to the Islands of Creta and Santorini.

DAY 13 - CRETE/SANTORIN|

Arrive this morming Into Heraklion, the largest clity on the Island of Crete, the center of the
Minoan Civilizalion, and the mylhological home of Zeus. Disembark for a drive to the
Knossos' excavalions, a civilization dating back to 4000 BC when a greal empire Nourished
on the island of Crete. This aftemoon you set sail for Santorini, an Island of peace and
tranquillly with superb views of the Aegean Sea. It is famous for the typically Cycladic
architaclure and ils houses resembling "bird nests” lucked away into he dramatic cliff-side,
Retum lo the ship for dinner and your overnight relum to the pori of Piraeus.

DAY 14 - PIRAEUS/ATHENS

The ship retumns lo the porl of Piraeus this morning and you disembark for your return to
Athens. This aternoan’s four includes the Acropolis, Mars Hill, and the Parthenon, Conlinue
to your hotel for dinner and ovemnighL

DAY 15 - ATHENS/FRANKFURT/CHICAGO/MINNEAPOLIS
Transfer to the alrport for your flight lo Frankfurt, with connecting sarvice (o Chicago. After
clearing US Customs board your flight to Minneapaolis.

SB000280



I personally invite you to join me in a Jaith filled
apportunity. For the rest of your life Scriptures
take on a new meaning at each weekend liturgy
after a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. This is the

eighth time I have had the joy of leading a group

there. My life is enriched by following to the places
where Jesus has lived. St Paul’s steps will also be
traced by taking in Athens, Corinth and a
Mediterranean Cruise to the Greek Islands,
including St. John’s Patmos and awesome Ephesus.

Spaces are limited so don’t put off your decision to
make this journey of faith.

Fr. Syl Brown

DEADLINES:

SPACE 1S LIMITED — EARLY REGISTRATION 1S ENCOURAGED

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION: DECEMBER 16, 2005
FINAL PAYMENT IS DUE: JANUARY 16, 2006

ALL PASSPORTS MUST BE VALID UNTIL SEPTEMBER 26, 2006 FOR THIS
TOUR ’

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:

FR. SYL BROWN
P.0. BOX 232
ELYSIAN MN 56028
(507) 267-4876




@ U.S.A. All rights ceserved. 1998

The Tour Prics Includes: TERMS AND CONDITIONS

Alr Tranaportstion: Airfares are based oh speclal contract eg with variaus

Issued, are NON-REFUNODABLE. Pleasa rafer lo our CANCELLATION AND REFUND OF 12

they are subjact o change without notice.

IT (8 HIGHLY RECOMMENDED THAT YOU PURCHASE TRIP CANCELLATION INSURA

Surface Transp All surfnce p B in tha ftinarary will ba by madem molsvcoach dasigned for highway bravel, Grolps will be mat and on arrval and dog

Holsls: First clana Holela (4 star throughout). Hatel classifications as per ralingn 60 OHHG publizhed by ZitOavis Company in Now Yark. Haola's are on double occupanay {2 people por room)

Slngln room cost s $600 per persan, |f you sign up for deuble pancy and na |n avaiable, you will have e oppartuniy to purchase a alngle reom al & reduced rats.

Masl Plan: The meal pian ls demi-pension, which consish of beeakfast and dinner, depanding on the rouliie of the inerary, Taxss and service charges nommadly appearing on the meinurmnt biis ars tncluded M the oy

prica.

Bmm.: (no chocked bog phes one carry on are allowed froo of charge on tho sidines, on e tour. AJlP
il

The Tour Price Doss Mot Includs: Expansos of pagspods, loundry, wines, lquors, mineral waters, efisrlunchaan snd after-dinner as o coffae of food not on the mania of the Included maeals; addtonal beggege:
ol fuidas, sigh Ing of olher sordeon than (hosa apacificatly mentonad aa baing included In the ilinerary, baggags and pocsonal ingurance; ai Hema of a personal nature phai 1hoso nol listed abava 2s

buing Inclutded in tha tour price.
:I::Jmluﬂd: Shora texus, tipa to sarvce providens on land and on erulsa, Alport Texes & Fuel Surchanges of $380 per pormon. Cllents will bo bilad fot nddijonal amount If thess taxes [ncraase pelor to departute,
ing Conditions:
Deposits and Payment: A depoall of $300.00 par parscn b raquired i tha tima of bocking, No crdar will ba procossad withowt a dapoait. Full and fing! payment is due A0 days balors depature. Reglsirations recaived
within B0 days of doparturs requirs paymant [n full, deposil onby will not be accapled,
Cancallation and Refund Pollcy; Al cancelinilans MUST BE RECEIVED IN WRITING VIA FAX, E-MAIL OR REQULAR U.8. MAIL. In addition to 2 $100.00 par parson ndminiatrafive foe, the fallewing chargan wil apply:
90 to 60 doys pror o depariure: $200.00 cancallation fes; 58 ta 30 dayw pror fo departura 50% cancedation fee: 29 days prur o departura: Total loss of all tour cost, Alr snd Land. If non-refunduble sir Uckets have
basn lasusd prioe to recolving notlcs of yeur cancellation, you will be charged tha prics of tha tickat In addifion to tha cancallation punalties ilstod above,
Daviations: Devistion policlen vary by sirline and are narmally only allewed on the raturn journey, from the same depart lfy the aroun, snd dapand upoan avallakillty. Thara ts m change fes of §160.00 par
peinon, plus any sddiianal aldina charges, ALL deviglion reg o g tn writing, st lonat 9 [ELEPHONE DEVIATION REQUES TS WILL BE ACCEPTED
Tour Pricas All lour prican quoted for tranaportation and land amangements In Ihi folder oro basad ratea), In effect al the tno of crigina tou agreement With your four host and
atcardingly are subjec! tn Incroase without notice ¥ such ralss change priot Lo departure,
Tnsurance: To proled your el plana, WE HIGHLY RECOMMEND THE PURGHASE OF TRAVEL INSURANCE. A BROCHURE WILL BE PROVIDED UPON RECEIPT OF YOUR REQISTRATION AND DEPOSIT.
Responsiblily: Inspicational Tours, tnc. or thoir agents act only as agent for th pasanngsd n regards lo traval, whatnor by rilroad, motor car, meforcoach, boat of airpiane and assume na fabity fot Injury, damags, luss,
accidonl, delay of imeg which may ba lonad ellher by acts or dafect in ary vahlle br for any reasen whatsoever, or through the acts or dafaull of any company or parson sngaged in conveyi tho parsanger of
In earmying oul the srangamants of th lour. They can accept no respanaitlity fof losses or addilional expansas dun to dalay or changes in wir or othar senvices, sicknasa, wanthar, aitiie, war, quaranting or other causes, Al
such fasans ar axpenses wil have Lo be boma by the passenger es tour ralos provide for amangemants only for the fime staled. Tha rght s rosarved o subatitute hotaln of simiisr quality 1o those apecified In ths Rinarmry
and tha right ls reserved Lo cancel any tour prior to departure, In which laiter case a full refund will tiludn full setih to the p ged, Mo rofend will be made for any unused portion of t lour uness RrangemBnls
ara made prior io depesture from the Uinlied States. The alfines concomad, thalr aganta, or affilsles and olher carrler, am nal to be hald respansible for any ect, omiseion or uveat during the ime prssangers ara not an
board thalr pircrafl. The passanger tcket kn usa by sakd carrers, whon lssusd, shall conglitute the sole contract botwaan e carrfors and tha purchasers of these lickets andfor the passanger. The sarvices of sny LATA
caitrher may ba usad for thesa tours and N’In‘lpm!ll_ﬁ{n'\qdihln the U.S.A may Gg pm db . alfia Confarance of Amenca, PRICES ARE BASED ON RATES EFFECTIVE JUNE 1, 2008 AND ARE

SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

AUN } AUR ADDAMAEUCNTS CLAUSE/POLICY below. Alfares are based on prices in affect as of JUNE 1, 2005, and

REGISTRATION
FR. SYL BROWN MAR 18-APR 1, 2006

I understand it is my responsibility to obtain any visas/re-entry
permit necessary for this trip if I donit hold an American passport , -
1 have read and agreed to the Inspirational Tours, Inc.

Terms and Conditiors as set forth in this brochure. Religious Group Tour Wholesaler Since 19721

iugin

*PLEASE PRINT* 5433 Westheimer, Ste, 600 @

Last Name on Passport: Houston, TX 77056

) Phone: (713) 961-2785 Fax: (713) 961-7496 segrra oot
First Name on Passport: Toll Free 1-80-231-6287
izx;;fo_r e ates (o - Please make checks payable to:

s o= INSPIRATIONAL TOURS, INC,
City/State/Zip:
Home Phone: Please mail checks to:
Email address: ; INSPIRATIONAL TOURS, INC.
" HOUSTON TX 77086 "

My passport was issued by the country of:
My date of birth is:
In case of emergency please contact (name & phone):
Please choose one of the following:

y alriines, and Involve carlain restrictians snd deadlinas. Thase fares a‘e subject to cancellation penalties: 87 or:g thoy Mo us

1, J0 Ansmuigy peas) 3 g pagsiqnd st |pyg gL

f

d/

doq

Kysmowin) “p g pudieaq

I want to room with (give name): o« @
[TT L
I need a roommate (yes or no): 1 ..:.- i : 84: ﬁ: O :,-\_J] \

I want a Single Room (at additional cost):
Cat. No. 530

I am enclosing a $300 per person deposit
SB000282



DIOCESE OF WINONA
Office of The Bishop PASTORAL CENTER

May 1, 2006

Rev. Sylvester F. Brown
302 NW 4™ St.
P.0.Box 232

Elysian, MN 56028

Dear Father Brown:

Thank you for the invitation to your 50" Anniversary of Ordination. How wonderful to celebrate
and give thanks for 50 years of committed service to the Ministerial Priesthood of Jesus Christ.
Unfortunately, my Confirmation schedule keeps me from attending but I am sure the day will be
a joyous celebration and a blessing for you and all who are able to join with you.

Syl, although I cannot be with you on May 20" in person, I will be with you in spirit thanking the
Good Lord and thanking you for your priestly ministry. The faithful of this local church have
truly been blessed through you. From the day of your ordination on May 31, 1956, you have
ministered to the young and the old and people in between. As a teacher, you presented the
Catholic faith so others could come to know, love and respond to God in their lives. As spiritual
director you helped young men discern if they too were called to serve as priests. As pastor, you
guided and nourished countless many on their life journey with the Lord. Thanks be to God, you

have been and continue to be an “alter-Christus.”

Congratulations and thank you for your 50 years of priestly ministry. As you have generously
responded to the call of Christ in your life, may God continue to be generous to you, blessing you
with many happy days, good health, and peace of mind and heart. May you continue to know

God’s love for you each and every day.

Sincerely in Christ,
L L pn &Z

Most Rev. Bern . Harripgton
Bishop of Winona

55 West Sanborn Street s PO Box 588 = Winona, MN 55987
Telephone: 507/464-4643 = Fax: 507/464-8106 u E-mail: bharring@dow.org
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Fr. Syl Brown

50% Ordination Anniversary




Gc00004ds

and family
invite you to dinner
at the Catholic School Center
on Good Council Hill
on May 20° at 1:00 p.m.
to celebrate Fr. Syl Brown’s
Fiftieth Anniversary of his Ordination.

A Mass of ThanRsgiving
included as a Sunday mass
will be offered at 4:00 p.m.

This event is planned to give
special time for visiting
between dinner and mass.



DIOCESE OF WINONA
Office of The Bishop PASTORAL CENTER

December 3, 2007

Rev. Sylvester Brown
302 NW 4" Street
PO Box 232

Elysian, MN 56028

Dear Fr. Brown:
:‘

fi &
With this letter, I officially appomt you a,s Paroc al A strator afj:he parish of
St. Ann in Janesville eﬁ'ecuye Decemberé 20[?7; 1 anm q{ost te /l_ill that you are willing to
help out and serve the faithful of the pan§h tthis tiine, %, v, e '

"a{’{ﬂ"

Your appointment is in accord \mth\can 0

Parochial Administrator, you enjoyg\he Pf:;: ‘
Pastor. You are not permitted {0 d ). anyt
harm parish goods. R

jt you have learned in your care
I _“‘t thag iyou follow previous
ur journey.

May the Good Lord bless*you a'IWays. o 1”
Sincerely in Christ, b

+%»w¢%«74

Most Rev. Bemard J. Harrington
Bishop of Winona

cc.  Msgr. Donald P. Schmitz, Vicar General
Mrs. P.J. Thompson, Chancellor
Rev. John Kunz, Dean

55 West Sanborn Street ® PO Box 588 = Winona, MN 55987
Telephone: 507/454-4643 u Fax: 507/454-8106 n E-mail: lzharring@dow.org
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Thompson, PJ

From: Todd, Sandy

Sent: Wednesday, June 11, 2008 3:30 PM
To: Thompson, PJ

Subject: Syl Brown

Importance: High

Dates of 2008 sessions @ Kenwood Therapy — Syl Brown

1/3

1/17

1/21

2/11

2/15

2/29 — 1 hour phone consultation
3/11 -1 hr phone consultation
3/13

4/15

8/17

Sandy Todd
Controller

Diocese of Winona
55 W Sanborn St.

PO Box 588

Winona, MN 55987
Phone: 507.454.4643
FAX: 507.454.8106

e-mail: stodd@mdow.org

SB000285



Thompson, PJ

From: Thompson, PJ

Sent: Thursday, June 12, 2008 9:11 AM

To: Harrington, Bishop Bernard; Harrington, Bp. Bernard
Subject: FW: Fr SB/FYI

Bishop,

As per my notes from an earlier e-mail in this regard, | wanted you to see the latest update from Dr. Bera in answer to
the concerns voiced in a letter from I don’t know if you had an opportunity to talk to him about this when you
stayed with him, but | would be willing to offer  time to see Dr. Bera about this himself and try to work through the
things that are still concerning him. |looked up the time frame when he had spoken to students during confessions and
it was in December. He went to therapy the first week of January and attended 10 subsequent sessions and now does

periodic sessions to follow-up on progress.
Hope your meetings are going well.

PJ

From; Walter Bera

Sent: Wednesday, June 11, 2008 10:26 PM
To: Thompson, PJ

Subject: Fr Syl

Dear PJ,

Just a note to confirm that Fr. Syl was fully evaluated regarding the complaint and every concern brought up
was investigated: Overwork, slipping back into inappropriate sexual language, can't say no, etc. All concerned

parties were interviewed including

Fr Syl was fully cooperative and insightful as to how his inappropriate sexual questions occurred, developed
strong plans has to how to avoid such situations in the future and is fully committed to an aftercare plan. The
conclusion is that Fr. Syl is an older priest blessed with high energy and positive spirit and love of the
priesthood and is NOT a danger in any way for parishioners or public.

He is committed to checking up and doing ongoing therapy and maintain a personal audit of his relationships
and behavior to avoid any difficulties in the future. These sessions are scheduled every three months.

His next session is:

Fr Syl Brown

scheduled July 17, 2008 from 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM

I hope this helps clarify any concerns or questions regarding Fr. Syl's fitness as a priest.

Sincerely,

Walter Bera, PhD

Kenwood Therapy Center, LLC
2809 South Wayzata Boulevard
Minneapolis, MN 55405

SB000286



DIOCESE OF WINONA

Office of The Bishop PASTORAL CENTER
94
June 16, 2008 "- 7
Dear ,

You recently sent a letter of concern regarding the ministry of Fr. Syl Brown in our diocese. I
am now aware that both Dr. Walter Bera and P.J. Thompson contacted you as a matter of follow-
up when an issue arose between Fr. Brown and some Faith Formation students. Mrs. Thompson
shared that the purpose in doing so was to reassure you that Fr. Brown’s aftercare plan was in
place and working well. As a matter of practice, whenever a concern is brought forward, there is
a complete review of the facts, individuals are interviewed and through our Office of Pastoral

Care, appropriate steps are implemented.

An issue surfaced from an interaction with a student during the Sacrament of Reconciliation at a
parish in another diocese in late December. The Director of Faith Formation from this
neighboring diocese originally phoned regarding a need for some ideas when visiting priests

encounter difficult situations. She apologized for the behavior of all the students in general
while one of our priests visited to help with the Sacrament of Reconciliation and then mentioned

the topics that surfaced from students during confessions. She felt it was important that we know
several male students asked about interactions with girls, relationships of intimacy and the topic
of sexuality in general. In light of what they had shared, the students were asked if they were

sexually active already. Their confessor was Fr. Brown.

Upon further discussion with Fr. Brown, he admitted he wasn’t certain of what to say to the boys
when asked some questions. When he learned that the students were making jokes and were
uncomfortable he wrote a letter of apology to the students and the director. He asked the
Chancellor if it would be good to re-connect with Dr. Bera for more suggestions about how best
to handle situations like this. We approved sessions and felt this would be a positive step. He
began seeing Dr. Bera in January of 2008. Eight subsequent sessions to offer resources and
enable him to talk more about this situation were attended. As you are probably aware, he still
attends periodic appointments to discuss any concerns as a part of his follow-up plan.

I understand that you also brought up concerns with Dr. Bera that Fr. Brown was doing too much
and his schedule seemed very full. This issue was also reviewed and addressed in collaboration

with the Chancellor.

55 West Sanbomn Street s PO Box 588 » Winona, MN 55987
Telephone: 507/464-4643 » Fax: 507/454-8106 u E-mail: bharring@dow.org
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Please know that I have prayerfully listened to our Holy Father and believe, as he does, that we

must be diligent in addressing issues of abuse. I can appreciate your concerns and am hopeful
that you can see that this situation did not reveal “yet another victim” but rather a positive
outcome and a commitment by Fr. Brown to continued aftercare during his priesthood. His
substitution has been helpful and his schedule does not appear to be overextended. He is
applying what he has learned through therapy and an ongoing plan for healthy living.

It is concerning to me, that this issue arose back in late December and is still something
that is disturbing you. 1 am hopeful that this helps to clarify this situation further. I will keep
you in my prayers and if it would be helpful for you to visit with Dr. Bera yourself, please make
arrangements and we will assist you in this counseling. Perhaps having more formal sessions to
process some of your concerns and feclings would be beneficial.

Sincerely yours in Christ, ,

tooarail

Most Rev. Bernard J. Harrington
Bishop of Winona

cc:  Msgr. Donald P. Schmitz, Vicar General
Mrs. P.J. Thompson, Chancellor
Dr. Walier Bera — Kenwood Therapy Center B
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From:

nt: Friday, December‘ 13, 2013 2:13 PM
ro: Quinn, Bishop John; Colletti, Msgr. Richard
Subject: Father Syl Brown

Bishop Quinn and Msgr. Colletti,

[ was disappointed to hear that my name will be made public next week. I found a letter from Bishop
Harrington shortly after Fr. Brown's death, that made it clear he was under restrictions in his duties as a priest
and implied some previous incidents. Back in Fall 2010, I was put into touch with Father Brown's
psychologist. I met with him and he indicated that any incidents he was aware of occurred while my uncle was
at St. Mary's and did not involve any physical acts and none with minors. Is this not the case? The St.
Paul/Mpls Archdiocese only disclosed those credible charges involving minors. Did Dr. Bera choose not to
include other incidents or will the Winona Diocese's release be broader?

The news has clearly had a huge impact on my mom and soon my siblings who did not have any knowledge of
the situation.

I know time is running out, but we desperatley need to know more details before this goes public. If he was not
credibly accused of abusing a minor, he should be off the list or if he was, we shoudl be aware of the
circumstances.

"hank you in advance,

On Mon, Jun 10, 2013 at 8:30 AM, Quinn, Bishop John <jmauinn@dow.org> wrote:

DIOCESE OF WINONA

Office of the Bishop PASTORAL CENTER




| Dear

t was my pleasure to host your Mom and you for lunch, and for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. You are
always welcome in Winona, and may the Lord bless you always. Keep me in your prayers.

Sincerely in the Lord,

' Bishop John M. Quinn

YEAR OF FATHE: T

Diocese of Winona




From: Hennessy, Joel

nt: Monday, December 16, 2013 12:52 PM
To: Colletti,Msgr.Rick; Dose, Larry; Thomas Braun
Subject: FW: Message from Fr. Brown's
fyi
Joel
From: 3 1]

Sent: Monday, DecemBer 16, 1201?; 12:49 PM
To: Hennessy, Joel
Subject: Message from Fr. Brown's

Joel,

[ have been in contact with Tom Braun this weekend with the concern that my name would be included
in the list released today. Tom indicated that the press release would try to distinguish between the initial
"plausible" threshold which then became synonymous with credible. I still do not know how that was allowed to
happen given those words have completely different meanings to the public. Even in your announcements to
“he press that the names would be announced today, no mention was given of plausible. Why? All the

sadlines are running with credible (which I realize is the wording of the study), with no context on how that
came to be. No article I have seen has mentioned the plausible criteria that created the list. Now my
name is listed right next to Thomas Adamson and is always the first one listed if they highlight Adamson's
actions.

Will the current priests in the impacted parishes be sending communications to the parishioners on the
distinction of plausible and credible? If so, will that be sent electronically or mailing or waiting until Sunday's
sermons? I recognize that is in the news outlets benefit to have more salacious headlines, but there isn't even
info buried in the story to clarify the confusing use of language. It will be a small fraction of the people who
will actually read the full press release. In the meantime, countless people are thinking the worse scenario of
my uncle and now my 85 year old mother X : will have to field numerous calls
about news stories that don't have all the facts.

Any info on what steps the Diocese will be taking to get the plausible part of the story out would be immensely
appreciated. Iknow this is a difficult time for the Diocese, but I really appreciate learning the plan from a
communication standpoint. That will be very helpful to my mom and our family.



From:

nt: Tuesday, December 17,2013 1:15 PM
lo: Quinn, Bishop John
Subject: Disgusted
(Most Rev) Not!
John M. Quinn

I was born in Germany, raised a Roman Catholic. I am a believer in Jesus Christ and God the almighty.
But now I am also a Catholic who is disgusted by your behavior.

You, the official church, have fought the allegations and dragged the victims thru the mud.
You, the official church, have done more harm then the perpetrators could ever do.
You, the official church, are a bunch of money grabbing sick bastards.

Here at Pax Christy Church, I have seen too much to believe that this church is caring and kind.

Example: My 4 children were given all their catholic rites (baptism, first communion, weddings etc. here at
Pax.
They had all their children baptized here at Pax. Well, almost all.

he Catholic Nazi priest here decided that my youngest grandchild could not be baptized here because his
parents had moved away from here (Shakopee)
See, my daughter grew up in that church, was married in that church, and that priest told her that her child could
not be baptized here. Her first three children were baptized here.
After pleading with the priest and promising to pay all costs associated with the baptism, he relented and said
my grandson could be baptized here but only AFTER mass. Not during mass like others.
Then during the actual mass his sermon was about people who think the church “Owed them something”. A
direct slap in our faces.
My daughter has now left the Catholic church. Are you surprised?
Why am I telling you this? So you can see that your, our church is run by power hungry men. Any little power
they can excerpt over people, they will do it.
Don’t you see it? Power is what these men seek!

Like Father Cook of St Charles MN. I knew him well. Too well. He was a human pig! Everyone knew it. How

come the Bishop
did not do anything about him? Because he was a great fundraiser.

Money, money and more money!!!!!

Father Cook (actually not a Father because that is a title he never earned) he held a funeral service in St Charles
where he stopped the son of the deceased from giving a eulogy for his father because he,Cook, had not
approved it.

The man cried! Cook sat down and ate the lunch they served and then later told me that people are too

. 'manding. He said that now

wne people want a mass in Spanish. What a nerve of these people.

What a human Pig.
1



In the end do | think this letter, these notes will make any difference? No!

Rut think about this. My youngest daughter got married at Pax. We asked the then current priest if he minded
aat we would like Father Syl Brown to officiate.

That is YOUR fault!!
You should have told us about the allegations!! You had an OBLIGATION!. Dam YOU. You cause so much PAIN!

A response is not needed.



S“rom: !
nt: Wednesday, December 18, 2013 10:58 AM

To: Hennessy, Joel

Cc: Thomas Braun; Colletti,Msgr.Rick
Subject: Re: Message from Fr. Brown't
Thanks for the reply.

I was going to call Tom later today with a few questions, so it might be easier to list here.

1. Can you clarify again why Winona did not distinguish between the substantiated claims and unsubstantiated
similar to how the Archdiocese did?

2. With the pending request to see the files on these cases, would they have access to the priest's full personnel
file or just the specific claims that put them on the J ohn Jay report?

3. Can we get any information about the specific claim and how it was determined not to be substantiated? We
just don't want any surprises if the information is required to be released in the future, just like Monday's

info. If that is not possible, you have put us in a very difficult position with my always listed right after
Adamson and no way to refute anything.

I know this is not easy for anyone, I am just trying to work to find some peace for my entire family with some
{ditional info. Telling my , is on a list of "credible" child

.ousers, was beyond heartbreaking. To not have any info on why he was on the list made it also confounding,
confusing and impossible to reconcile with the person he knew.

If it would be better to discuss over the phone, my

Thanks in advance,

On Wed, Dec 18, 2013 at 10:16 AM, Hennessy, Joel <JHennessy@dow.org> wrote:

First, please let me express that my family and | have been praying for all of you. | cannot imagine the pain and
emotions you are enduring right now. This situation is difficult for so many.

'm sorry | wasn’t able to respond to your last message. | discussed your message with Tom Braun since you referenced
im in your message and he informed me he would address your questions and concerns. Monsignor Colletti also
mentioned that he was in communication with families of the priests.

1



I am not privy to the content of the personnel files or details of the allegations. | do know that we simply cannot release
any information which may complicate or hinder the legal process. | am hopeful that this will come to light through

hese processes.

Bishop Quinn is meeting with all priests in the very near future to discuss communications and to guide them in
pastoring their parishioners through this difficult time.

| pray that the answers we all seek will come quickly.

Sincerely,

Joel Hennessy

Diocese of Winona Pastoral Center

Director, Office of Mission Advancement & Communications
55 W. Sanborn, PO Box 588, Winona, MN 55987

,07.858.1249 Office 507.254.3948 Mobile

o Koriinan Catholt i
Diocese of Winona
Sorving tho 20 ouihare coundissof Miancssi

From:
Sent: Wednesday, December 18, 2013 9:44 AM
To: Hennessy, Joel

Subject: Re: Message from Fr. Brown's

Joel,



I know this is an extremely busy time for you office, but some information for the families would be

appreciated. Will there be any mention of the plausible language at all in future communications, or at this

point is the Diocese needing to be contrite and trying to parse words will not be effective? Will specific

parishes like Pax Christi, St. Ann's, All Saints-Immaculate Conception be able to speak to the fact that, as I
nderstand it, the accusations against Fr. Brown were not substantiated?

As you can imaging it has been very difficult for our entire family and especially my 85 yr old mother. Please
provide any information you can.

On Mon, Dec 16, 2013 at 12:48 PM, ™ - > wrote:
Joel,
. [ have been in contact with Tom Braun this weekend with the concern that my .. name would be included

in the list released today. Tom indicated that the press release would try to distinguish between the initial
"plausible" threshold which then became synonymous with credible. I still do not know how that was allowed
to happen given those words have completely different meanings to the public. Even in your announcements
to the press that the names would be announced today, no mention was given of plausible. Why? All the
headlines are running with credible (which I realize is the wording of the study), with no context on how that
came to be. No article I have seen has mentioned the plausible criteria that created the list. Now my ‘
name is listed right next to Thomas Adamson and is always the first one listed if they highlight Adamson's
actions.

' Will the current priests in the impacted parishes be sending communications to the parishioners on the

distinction of plausible and credible? If so, will that be sent electronically or mailing or waiting until Sunday's
sermons? I recognize that is in the news outlets benefit to have more salacious headlines, but there isn't even
info buried in the story to clarify the confusing use of language. It will be a small fraction of the people who
will actually read the full press release. In the meantime, countless people are thinking the worse scenario of

my uncle and now my 85 year old mother will have to field numerous calls

about news stories that don't have all the facts.



Any info on what steps the Diocese will be taking to get the plausible part of the story out would be immensely
appreciated. I know this is a difficult time for the Diocese, but I really appreciate learning the plan from a

| L s .

| communication standpoint. That will be very helpful to my mom and our family.



From: Hennessy, Joel

mnt: Wednesday, December 18, 2013 10:16 AM
To:
Cc: Thomas Braun; Colletti,Msgr.Rick
Subject: RE: Message from Fr. Brown'
John,

First, please let me express that my family and | have been praying for all of you. | cannot imagine the pain and emotions
you are enduring right now. This situation is difficult for so many.

I'm sorry | wasn’t able to respond to your last message. | discussed your message with Tom Braun since you referenced
him in your message and he informed me he would address your questions and concerns. Monsignor Colletti also
mentioned that he was in communication with families of the priests.

| am not privy to the content of the personnel files or details of the allegations. | do know that we simply cannot release
any information which may complicate or hinder the legal process. | am hopeful that this will come to light through
these processes.

Bishop Quinn is meeting with all priests in the very near future to discuss communications and to guide them in
pastoring their parishioners through this difficult time.

! pray that the answers we all seek will come quickly.

Sincerely,

Joel Hennessy

Diocese of Winona Pastoral Center

Director, Office of Mission Advancement & Communications
55 W. Sanborn, PO Box 588, Winona, MN 55987
507.858.1249 Office 507.254.3948 Mobile

o Ronan Catholic (> <rrs -
Diocese of Winona
Mgl& 20 southern corntios of Mennossto

From: s
Sent: Wednesday, December 18, 2013 9:44 AM
To: Hennessy, Joel

Subject: Re: Message from Fr. Brown's

I know this is an extremely busy time for you office, but some information for the families would be
appreciated. Will there be any mention of the plausible language at all in future communications, or at this
jint is the Diocese needing to be contrite and trying to parse words will not be effective? Will specific
parishes like Pax Christi, St. Ann's, All Saints-Immaculate Conception be able to speak to the fact that, as I

understand it, the accusations against Fr. Brown were not substantiated?
1



As you can imaging it has been very difficult for our entire family and especially my 85 yr old mother. Please
provide any information you can.

hn
On Mon, Dec 16, 2013 at 12:48 PM, HL - wrote:
Joel,
I have been in contact with Tom Braun this weekend with the concern that my 1ame would be included

in the list released today. Tom indicated that the press release would try to distinguish between the initial
"plausible" threshold which then became synonymous with credible. I still do not know how that was allowed to
happen given those words have completely different meanings to the public. Even in your announcements to
the press that the names would be announced today, no mention was given of plausible. Why? All the
headlines are running with credible (which I realize is the wording of the study), with no context on how that
came to be. No article I have seen has mentioned the plausible criteria that created the list. Now my ’
name is listed right next to Thomas Adamson and is always the first one listed if they highlight Adamson's
actions.

Will the current priests in the impacted parishes be sending communications to the parishioners on the
distinction of plausible and credible? If so, will that be sent electronically or mailing or waiting until Sunday's
sermons? 1 recognize that is in the news outlets benefit to have more salacious headlines, but there isn't even
info buried in the story to clarify the confusing use of language. It will be a small fraction of the people who

ill actually read the full press release. In the meantime, countless people are thinking the worse scenario of
.1y uncle and now my 85 year old mother will have to field numerous calls
about news stories that don't have all the facts.

Any info on what steps the Diocese will be taking to get the plausible part of the story out would be immensely
appreciated. Iknow this is a difficult time for the Diocese, but I really appreciate learning the plan from a
communication standpoint. That will be very helpful to my mom and our family.



From:

nt: Wednesday, December 18, 2013 9:44 AM
To: Hennessy, Joel
Subject: Re: Message from Fr. Brown's
Joel,

I know this is an extremely busy time for you office, but some information for the families would be
appreciated. Will there be any mention of the plausible language at all in future communications, or at this
point is the Diocese needing to be contrite and trying to parse words will not be effective? Will specific
parishes like Pax Christi, St. Ann's, All Saints-Immaculate Conception be able to speak to the fact that, as I
understand it, the accusations against Fr. Brown were not substantiated?

As you can imaging it has been very difficult for our entire family and especially my 85 yr old mother. Please
provide any information you can.

On Mon, Dec 16, 2013 at 12:48 PM, ' /rote:
Toel,
' I have been in contact with Tom Braun this weekend with the concern that my name would be included

in the list released today. Tom indicated that the press release would try to distinguish between the initial
"plausible" threshold which then became synonymous with credible. I still do not know how that was allowed
to happen given those words have completely different meanings to the public. Even in your announcements
to the press that the names would be announced today, no mention was given of plausible. Why? All the
headlines are running with credible (which I realize is the wording of the study), with no context on how that
came to be. No article I have seen has mentioned the plausible criteria that created the list. Now my

name is listed right next to Thomas Adamson and is always the first one listed if they highlight Adamson's
actions.

Will the current priests in the impacted parishes be sending communications to the parishioners on the
distinction of plausible and credible? If so, will that be sent electronically or mailing or waiting until Sunday's
sermons? I recognize that is in the news outlets benefit to have more salacious headlines, but there isn't even
info buried in the story to clarify the confusing use of language. It will be a small fraction of the people who
will actually read the full press release. In the meantime, countless people are thinking the worse scenario of
my uncle and now my 85 year old mother v : will have to field numerous calls
about news stories that don't have all the facts.

Any info on what steps the Diocese will be taking to get the plausible part of the story out would be immensely
appreciated. I know this is a difficult time for the Diocese, but I really appreciate learning the plan from a
~ommunication standpoint. That will be very helpful to my mom and our family.






From: Gerald Kosse <pastor@triparishmn.org>

nt: Tuesday, February 18, 2014 2:35 PM
To: Colletti, Msgr. Richard
Subject: Bulletin article on the sexual abuse by priests
Attachments: DOW Child Sexual Abuse Policy Information with the names of the four priests.docx

Dear Msgr. Richard Colietti,

Here is the article that | revised which | will insert in a future bulletin with the names of the four priests that served at St.
Joseph, St. Leo, and St. Martin. | did not translate it into Spanish as it did not affect them. Again, a parishioner
approached me saying that we should name them as they served in the three parishes. No one has so far come to me
and spoke to any abuse by these four priest.

I will wait for your response.

Thanks!

Msgr. Gerald Kosse



Diocese of Winona - Child Sexual Abuse Policy Information

The Diocese of Winona will provide a prompt, appropriate and
compassionate response to reporters of sexual abuse of a child by any the
following priests, Fr. Sylvester Brown, Fr. Robert Taylor, Fr. William Curtis,
and Fr. Richard Hatch, who have been accused of sexual abuse and who
served in our three parishes of St. Joseph, St. Leo, and St. Martin, and by
any other diocesan agent (employees, volunteers, vendors, religious or
clergy). Anyone wishing to make a report of an allegation of sexual abuse
should call the Victim Assistance Coordinator at (507)454-2270, Extension
255. A caller will be asked to provide his or her name and telephone
number. Individuals are also encouraged to take their reports directly to
civil authorities. The Diocese of Winona is committed to protecting children,
young people and other vulnerable people in our schools, parishes and
ministries. The diocesan policy is available on the diocesan web site at
www.dow.org under the Safe Environment Program. If you have any
guestions about the Diocese of Winona's implementation of the Charter for
the Protection of Children and Young People, please contact Peter Martin
by calling (507)858-1264 or email pmartin@dow.org.

Procedimientos diocesanos para hacer frente al abuso sexual de menores
La Diécesis de Winona se ha comprometido a proteger a los nifios, los
jovenes y otras personas vulnerables en nuestras escuelas, parroquias y
actividades apostélicas. Tenemos un cuidado especial y la intencién
permanente de atender eventuales victimas de abuso sexual y sus familias.
Para informarnos sobre alegaciones actuales de abuso sexual por parte de
miembros del clero o empleados laicos o voluntarios en la Didcesis de
Winona contacte: (507)454-2270, Extension 255 Victimas de abuso sexual,
ademas de contactar a las autoridades civiles, se les pide de dirigirse a la



didcesis para recibir asistencia pastoral. El Coordinado de Asistencia a la
Victim le proveera tal asistencia.
http://www.dow.org/Departments/Life/SafeEnvironmentProgram.aspx



Svilvester F Brown

Status: Deceased

NOB: 9/7/1930 in Mankato, Minnesota Parents: Sylvester & Frances (McCarthy) Brown
20D: 1/6/2010

Education:
1948-1952 — Attended Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary of Winona
1952-1956 — Attended Theological College in Washington DC

Ordained 5/31/1956 at Cathedral of the Sacred Heart in Winona by the Most Rev. Edward A. Fitzgerald

Assignments:

8/16/1956 -  Asst Principal, Instructor for St Mary School in Owatonna; in residence at Sacred
Heart in Owatonna
1957 - Superintendent for Marian High School in Owatonna
8/22/1961 -  Chaplain for State School in Owatonna
6/17/1963 - Instructor for Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary in Winona
6/17/1963 - Faculty for Saint Mary College in Winona
6/8/1966 - Spiritual Director for Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary in Winona
8/14/1969 -  Spiritual Director/Instructor to students for Saint Mary College in Winona
1970 - Master in Religious Education from Loyola University Theological College in Chicago
7/1/1971 - Pastor for Saint Martin in Woodstock, Saint Mary in Lake Wilson
7/11/1974 -  Pastor for Saints Peter and Paul in Blue Earth, Our Lady of Mercy in Guckeen
7/3/1978 - Coalition of Church for Migrant Concerns Executive Board
7/7/1981 - Pastor for Pax Christi in Rochester
6/30/1989 -  Pastor for Immaculate Conception in Saint Clair
11/1/1989 -  Pastor for Saint Ann in Janesville - in addition to above
3/9/1992 - Medical Leave of Absence - Saint John Vianney in Downingtown, Pennsylvania
11/18/1992 - Returned to Janesville and Saint Clair
6/28/1995 - Parochial Administrator for Saint Ann in Janesville - one year term
7/1/1996 - Pastor - re-appointed for Saint Ann in Janesville
8/14/1996 -  Moderator for Winona Diocesan Council of Catholic Women for the Waseca/Owatonna Area
7/1/2000 - Pastor - re-appointed for Saint Ann in Janesville - 1 year term
8/1/2002 - Retired
12/31/2007 - Parochial Administrator for Saint Ann in Janesville, Saint Joseph in Waldorf
./6/2010 - Died at his home in Elysian
1/11/2010 -  Mass of Christian Burial Saint John the Baptist in Mankato with the Most Rev. John M Quinn

officiating with burial at Calvary Cemetery in Madison Lake.



	20141003114303
	20141003114514

