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Saint Thomas Seminaay
Denver 10, Colorado

The Most Reverend Leo Binz, D.D.
goadJutor Blshop of Winons

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellenoy:

In acoordance with the Instruotions of the Saored Gongregation of the
Ssoraments, December 27, 1930, I hereby make formal petition for the recep-
tion of the Orders of Exoroist and Acolyte,

: I testify that T am not compelled by any coeroion, foroce, or fear, to
recelve these Sesred Orders, but thet I desire them’of my twn:aocdrd.

I further testify that I fully know all the obligations of these
Orders, and T am resolved, with the ald of God's grece, to observe them ocon-
solentiously during the whole course of my life.

I sincerely promise that T will observe all that my superloers cemmand
me and eccleslastioal disoipline requires of ms.

Most obedlently and respectfully yours,

Voo Ve Oz
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St. James Pro-Cathedral

428 North Second Street
Rockford, Illinois
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Reverend William J. Plunkett

Immaculate Conception Rectory
269 South York Street
Elmbhurst, lifinois
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Holy @ross College

4001 Hureforod Roud, M. E.
ashington 17, 3. -

e e A T Y

October B8, 1945

The Most Reverend Leo Binz, D.D.,
CoadJuter Bishep of Winona,

276 Harriet Street,

Winona, Minnesota

Your Exoellenoy:

T am writing this letter to axpress my deepest
gratitude to Your Exoellency fer aooepting me in the
diocese of Winona, and thereby enabling me to ocountinue
in my studies for +the priesthood. Father Heston has,

I understand, written of my deoisions pertiment to the
seoular prilestheod, It was my oonviotion, and that of
my religious superiors, that the religlous life oreated
‘a definite strain that would i all probability hinder
my advenoemsnt to the Altar. The deolsion made a few
weeks ago has met with thelr favor end approval =~

and there is & definite oonfidenoce that the ohange
will be benefloial. .

; It should go without saylng that the greatest
way I can ever expresd my gratitude will be that of being
& priestly priest and of spreading and intensifying the
work of the Churoh inm the diecese of Winona, Your Ex-
oellenoy may be sure that my gratitude will be manifested
in that way ~- and in every other way posaible,

Then definlte arrangements have been made,

and when I shall have heard from the resotor of St., Thomas
Seninary regarding the date of my arrival there, I will
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Holy @ross Gollege

4001 Huvefoood Rowd, . .
Brahington 17, B, €.

be able to arrange the time for my visit to Winoua,
T shall inferm Your Excellency regarding the time
of the visit a3 asoon as pogsible,

Again, please allow me to say "thank you®
end asking the favor of your episoopul blessing,
I remain

Your humble servant in Christ,

7/;_4;, e O

WC000041



Holy Gross Uollege
Frooklznd, B. ¢.

October 16, 19456

The Most Reverend Leo Binz, D,D.
Coadjutor Bishop of Winona

275 Haxrriet Street .
Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

Enclosed are the documents concerning Mr,
Curtis which you will need for your files. There is
only one missing: the marriage certificate of his
parents, which our Master of Novices did not find in
Mr. Curtis' folder, but which I am instructing Mr.
Curtis to send for and have forwarded to you immedi-
ately.

We are most grateful to Your Excellency
for the understanding kindness and promptness with
which you have taken action in Mr, Curtis' regard.

I assure you that he is a worthy subject ln every
way, end it is with great reluctance that we let him
go from Holy Cross. He has shown himself en excel-
lent seminerian, and both spiritually amd intellectu-
ally has given the utmost satisfactlon. It is
regrettablo that this nervous affliction, which no
doubt Father Heston has described to you, should
stand in his way, but it has assumed such proportions
as to constitute, in the mind of the House Council,

a verlteble lmpediment to his going on. It seams to
be due to a strain that he has been under, which has
somehow become connected with his environment, It

is guite possible that certain elements in the Reli-
gious Life are the cause, and we are hopeful that

in changed circumstences the condition may correct
itself. Already since he has made the decision to
apply to you, marked improvement has been noticed.

I am firmly convinced that if, God willing,
Mr. Curtis is ordained, he will be a pious, consci-
entious, zealous aud loyal priest. I recommend him

without reserve.
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Holy Gross Aollege
BWraohlend, R. .

2

I am aldo enclosing the detailed report
on the physical and neurologicel exeamination he
underwent recently in the Johns Hopkins Diegnostic
Clinic. We thought his affliction might possibly
have some physical cause such as a thyroid condition,
but as you will notice, .the findings have merely
borne out our first impression,

If there is anything more that I ecan do,
or any further information that you way desire,
please let me know,

With sentiments of respect and esteem, I am

Your Excellency's humble servant,

60L--_MJ ,?l M' ¢.5.¢,

Rev, Bernard E. Ransing, C.S.C.
Superior
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Holy Gross @ollege
Brookland, B. d.

October 17, 1945

The Most Reverend Leo Binz, D,D.
Coadjutor Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

I am happy to recommend Mr, William
Doran Curtls for acceptanse into your diocess.
He has shown himself an exemplary seminerien
while with us, and spiritually, morally and
intellectually leaves nothing to be desired.

I am firmly convinced that if, God
willing, he is able to go on to ordinatiom,
he will be a pious, conscientious, zealous aend

loyal priest.

We sincerely regret losing him and
hope that this change which you have so gra-
ciously made possible will remedy his condition
and enable him to give you long and fruitful
service.

With sentiments of respect and esteem,
1 remain

Your xcellency's humble sexrvent,

£3UU*JULJ‘6. fimug;ﬁv ¢.5.¢c,

Rev. Bernard R, HRemsing, €.5.C,
Superior
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WIOrese Ol 3o
278 HARRIET STREET

Hivona, Minnesnty

November 13, 1945 )

Very Reverend George €. Tolman, OC.M.
Rector, St. Thomas 3eminary

Denver, Golorado

Dear Father Tolman,

I am forwarding herewlth the marrlage
certificate of the parents of Willlam Doran
Curtis. 1In transmlitting this certificate I
wlsh to explalin that the signature, J. M. Loner-
gan, le that of a priest of the Rockford Dio-
cede who 1s known to Bishop Binz. Father
Lonergan was a {a8tholic cheplain in the first
World war. He 1s now pastor at Menomines,
Illinols. <You may rest assured, therefore,
that the certiflcate represents a Cathclic

marriage.
With every good wish, I remain

Sincerely yours in Chrilst,

o H
dQTEEance.l

NOV-1G AKSD

ence.
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I, Willlam Doran Curtis, being first duly sworn,
depése and say that being here today in the
Diocese of Winona I choose this Dlocese as my
home and I deelare it my firm 1ntentlion to

remain 1in this Dlocesé permanently.

Given at Winona thile twenty-first day of November

in the year of Our Lord 1945.

0 |

STATE OF MINNESOTA ;
88,

COUNTY OF WINONA )

Peraonally appeared before me the above named
William Doran Curtis, in sald State and that he has
acknowledged that he signed the foregolng document
for the objects and purposes thereln expressed,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and

seal of office this 21st day of November A,D,, 1945

Fomnd & W

Notary
FRANK E. ENRIGHT, Notary Puhlio

Win9ra. Wiziona County, Minnesola -
My Commisgion Ezpirca Sept, 21, 1650

WC000046
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Ego infrascriptus, Gulielmus Doran Curtls,
Jurejurando declaro me in dioecesi Winonensi
adesse cum animo hioc perpetuo manendl et
JureJurando affirmo hunc animum in dioecesi

Winonensl perpetuo manendi.

Datum Winonae apud 275 Harriet Btreet, die 2la

menslis Novembris anno 1945.

Testis

Do, #. Suthy)

Q vﬁa-canoellg'riuﬁ
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LEO

Del et Apostolicae Sedis Cratlia ,
Coadjutor Episcopi Wlnonensis et Adminlstrator Apostollous

Adnodum Reverendo D, Gsorglo é. Tolman,
Superiori deminarii Sti. Thomae, Archldioecesis Denverlensis,

salutem in Dominc.
Hisce Litteris testamur dilectum Nostrae Dicecesis subdituam,

Gulielmum Dorsn Curtls , hunc in Seminario ocul praees
alumnui, & quocumque ImEeEImenfo danonlco quominus ad (Statum
Clericalem et) Ordines /promoveatur, in guantum aclamus, eaee
immunem) et committimus tibi, Admodum Raverende Domine, faoul-

tatem sundem praesentandi Exc.mo ac¢ Rev.mo P.D. iepisoco
in communione Sanctae Romanaé

Denverignsl aut cullibet Eplsoo
EeuIaaIﬁe. aaoras Ordinationes celebranti, ut ab ipso____ _

Exorolstatum et Anolehatum
Treplpiat, et super leges interst tliorum et bannorum, in quantum

indiget, dispensamus.

patum Winonae subdlgno sigilloque nostro et subsoriptione
Nostri Xéce-Caneellarti, die 9a , mensis _Martil
anno 19 . -

BT EDl8QODL winonensls
Administrator Apostollous

iiba»ﬂanoeilariua

WC000050




WC

St. THOMAS SEMINARY

Dexver 10, CoLorano
March 25,1946

Most Reverend Leo Binz,D.D.
Coadjutor Bishop of Winona
Chancery Office

275 Harriet Street

Winona ,Minnesota

Your Excellency:

I wish to thank you sincerely for your kindness-
in forwarding to me the Dimissorial Letters-for Mr.William
Doren Curtis-for the reception of the Minor Orders-of Exor-
cist and Acolytezl eam in a position to write that Mr.Curtis
is giving satisfactlon 1n every respect.dccordingly,Your
Excellency,we are quite willing to promote:him to Subdeacon-
ship in June unless you would prefer a further delay.

In & few days I shall send you a further report on

Asking your blessing and in sentiments of profound
reapect,I beg to remain,

Of Your Excellency,the humble servent;

oo & ol

George C.Tofjman,C .M.,Rector-

WCQ000051
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St. THOMAS SEMINARY
Denver 10, Cororano

April, 1946

The Most Reverend leo Binz, D.D.
c¢ond jutor Bishop of Winona

275 Harrlet Street

Winone, Minnesote

Your Exocellency:

In scoordance with the recent decree of the Saored
gongregation of the Sacraments, I hereby petition for the reception
of the Major Orders of Subdeaoconate and Disconate. -

I testify that I am not compelled by anmy coercion,
force, or fear, but that I desire these Orders of my own free will.

I further testlify that I fully know all the obli-
gations consequent upon the reception of these Orders, and I am
resolved, with the aid of God's grace, to observe them consoientiously
during the whole oourse of my life. Moreover, I sincerely pronmlse
that I will observe sll that my superlors oommand me wnd Boolesiastioal
diseclpline requires of me.

Obediently and humbly yours, .

William Doran Curtis
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RmvmmND AND DEAR FATHEB .
To conform to the Inﬂtructlon of the Bacred Congregation of
the Sacraments, dated Deceinber 27, 1930, I am ‘obliged, as Ordinary of this' diocese, to
requirve pastors to give me consclentious mformatnon o8 to the life and morals of the semi.
nayians reqiding" in their Iiarih The Sncred Congregntion writes in part as follow:

. The Bishép shall command the pastor of the students ind of their
fmmhes to make careful inquiries not only about the signs of prlestly vocation in
the candidates, about their virtues and piety, but also about their past and present
behavior, and especla]ly shall he inquire what was their conduct during vacation,
whether they showed levity of character or mdulged in wox]dlmeqs, and what is
their Teputation ainong the people. He will mqun-e mioreover, whether the pareénts
of the candidates enjoy a good name; what iy their ﬂnancla] condition, and
whether the parents, for the sake of money or gain, or for fear the family might
suffer if their sons fail to be ordained, urge them on to the priesthood by persua-
gions, entreaties, threats, or other ‘means, evén if they aré ‘reluctant to become
priests, If such inducements or improper means have clearly béen ' resortéd to, or
even if there be any serious doubt sbout it, the Ordinary will, with all his power,
gently persunde the parents to cease from thelr course, or, if tho case requires it,
sternly warn them about the penalty of e'ccommumcatlon incurred ipso facto by

. those who in any way force one to 1ecelve Holv Orderq, acvordlnf' to the fleoree
*" - of the Clinreh'in Canon 23527 -

In compliance with this inétruction I ask yom to ‘furnigh the required information
concernmg Mr... Wlllia.nL Doran.. Curt 1.8 .............. , & remdent of your parish nnd a

qtudenf for thll (hocese, and to follow in your answers the enclosed questlonnmre drawn
up by the Sacred Congregation itself. ,

Thig questionnaire, with its answers, should be sent to the Chancery Office without
loss of time. . R

I am, Reverend and dear Father,

' _ Very faithfnlly yours,
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LEO |
Del et Apostolioae Sedis Gratia
Ooadjutor Episcopi Winonensis et Administrator Apostolious
Admodum Reverendo D. Georgio.0. Tolman,
Superiori Seminarii sti. Thomae, Arghidicecesis Denverisnsis,
falutem in Domino.
‘Hises Litteris testamur dilectum Nostrae Dicscesis subditunm,

_Jl[ﬂi;abﬂ lﬁHJun (o » RURO in Beminario Qul praees

alumnum, a quoounque impedimento canonico quominus ad Statum

OIQriqalyn et Ordines promoveaatur, in guantum sclamus, esge immunem;
ot committimus tibi, Admodum Reverende Domine, facultatem sundem

praesentandi _Exo,mo ac Rev.mo P.D. Archieplscopo Denveriensi

aut oullibet Epiucopo in gommunione Sanctae Romanae Ecolesiae,

saoras Ordinationes celebranti, ut adb ipso

Subdiagonatum et Diagonatum

reoipiat, et guper legem interstitiorum et bannorum, in Quantum

indiget, dispensamua.

Datum Winonae sub signo sigilloque nostro et subsoriptione

Nostri Vice-Oancellarii, dle 18a , mensis Mali |

anno 1946 .

Coadjutor Eplscopl Winonensls
Adminietrator Apostolicus

Vice-TUancellariuse
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Jlurisiurandl formula a clericis, qui titulo “‘servitil
dioecesis?’ ordinantur emittendi. (Cnh. 981)

OMQ"% M .+ « + . plenam habens

notitiam praescripti canonis nongentesimi octogesimi primi, (Cn. 981), Codicis Juris Canonici,

quo statuitur ut qui ordinantur titulo SERVITII DIOECESIS se, inﬁphsita juramento, perpetuo
ejusdem servitio devovere debeant; spondeo ac juro me dioecesi . MMW«C—/ . i

perpetuo inserviturum, sub Ordinarii praedictae dioecesis pro tempore auctoritate.

Sic me Deus adjuvet et haec Sancta Evangelia quae manibus tango.

In quorum fidem subsigno,

Gilihiess v Ot

Candidatus ad Subdiaconatus Ordinem

Datum I@,FW’M/ die /ﬁ"’/ . . mensis MW . . aoni /7’ j7/£

TR T e wananasy
Ego infrascriptus testor coram Domino % W&ZW va./'l./j;
72t EAer5lumnum et scholae

hujus Se i, LAy, B E
7 700, i P
i (s /‘/W . . . curriculi LLraaner | CBAAAA

adscriptum, ad ordinem subdiaconatus candidatum, suprascriptam jurisjurandi formulam, ad
normam juris, coram me rite emisisse.

In quorum fidem subseribo, .

Rector Seminariy S. Thomae Denverensns ﬁ?

Die./. v, M,Wu_() /?44 ! s
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PROFESSION™" ™~ 77 7" JTURANDI FORMULA

Praescripta in Motu Proprio “Sacrorum Antistitum™ Pl PP. X. die 1. menels Sept., annl 1910,

Ego, N.N.,..Léeds.

firma fide credo et profiteor omnia et singula, quae continentur in symbolo Fidei,
quo sancta Romana Ecclesia utitur, videlicet: Credo in unum Deum, Patrem omni-
potentem, factorem caeli et terrae, visibilium omnium et invisibilium. Et in unum
Dominum Yesum Christum, Filium Dei unigenitum. Et ex Patre natum ante om-
nia saecula, Deum de Deo, lumen de lumine, Deum verumn de Deo vero. Genitum,
non factum, consubstantialem Patri: per quem omnia facta sunt. Qui propter nos
homines et propter nostram salutem descendit de caelis. Et incarnatus est de Spiritu
Sarncto ex Maria Virgine, et Homo factusest. Crucifixus etiam pro nobis; sub Pontio
Pilato passus, et sepultus est. Kt resurrexit tertia die, secundum Scripturas. Et
ascendit in caelum, sedet ad dexteram Patris. Et iterum venturus est cum gloria
iudicare vivos et mortuos; cuius regni non erit finis, Et in Spiritum Sanctum, Do-
minum, et vivificantem; qui ex Patre Filioque procedit. Quicum Patreet Filio simul
adoratur et conglorificatur, qui locutus est per Prophetas. Et Unam, Sanctam,
Catholicam et Apostolicam Ecclesiam. Confiteor unum Baptisma in remissionem
peccatorum. Et expecto resurrectionem mortuorum. Et vitam venturi saeculi,
Amen. Apostolicas et ecclesiasticas traditiones, reliquasque eiusdem Ecclesiae obser-
vationes et constitutiones fitmissime admitto et amplector, Item sacram Scripturam
iuxta eum sensum, quem tenuit et tenet sancta Mater Ecclesia, cuius est iudicare de
vero sensu et interpretatione sacrarum Scnpturarum, admitto; nec eam unquam, nisi
juxta unanimem consensum‘ Patrum, accipiam et interpretabor. Profiteor quoque
septeni esse vere et proprie Sacramenta novae Legis a Iesu Christo Domino nostro
instituta, atque ad salutem humani generis, licet non omnia singulis, necessaria,
scilicet, Baptismum, Conﬁrmatlonem. Eucharistiam, Paenitentiam, Extremam Unc-
tionem, Ordinem et Matrimonium: illaque gratiam conferre; et ex his Baptismum,
Confirmationem et Ordinem sine sacrilegio reiterari non posse, Receptos quoque et
approbatos Ecclesiae Catholicae ritus in supradictorum omnium Sacramentorum sol-
lemni administratione recipio et admitto. Omnia et singula, quae de peccato originali
et de iustificatione in sacrosancta Tridentina Synodo definita et declarata fuerunt,
amplector et recipio. Profiteor pariter in Missa offerri Deo verum, proprium et pro-
pitiatorium Sacrificium pro vivis et defunctis; atque in sanctissimo.Eucharistiae
sacramento esse vere, realiter et substantialiter Corpus et Sanguinem une cum anima
et divinitate Domini nostri Iesu Christi, fierique conversionem totius substantiae
panis in corpus et totius substantiae vini in Sanguinem, quam conversionem Catholica
Ecclesia Transubstantiationem appellat. Fateor etiam sub altera tantum specie to-
tum atque integrum Christum, verumque Sacramentum sumi. Constanter teneo Pur-
gatorium esse, animasque ibi detentas fidelium suffragiis iuvari, Similiter et Sanctos
una cum Christo regnantes venerandos atque invocandos esse, eosque orationes Deo
pro nobis offerre, atque eorum Reliquias esse venerandas. Firmiter assero imagines
Christi, ac Deiparae semper Virginis, nec non aliorum Sanctorum habendas et reti-
nendas esse, atque eis debitum honoremn ac venerationem impertiendam, Indulgenti-
arum ‘etiam potestatem a Christo in Ecclesia relictam fuisse, illarumque usum Christi-
ano populo maxime salutarem esse affirmo, Sanctam, Catholicam et Apostolicam
Romanam Ecclesiam, omnium ecclesiarum matrem et magistram agnosco, Romano-
que Pontifice, beati Petri Apostolorum Principis successori, ac Iesu Christi Vicario
vetam obedientiam spondeo ac iuro. Caetera item omnia a sacris Canonibus et
Oecumenicis Corcilijs,ac praecipue e sacrosancta Tridentina Synodo, et ab oecu-
menico Concilio Vaticano tradita, definita ac declarata, praesertim de Romani Ponti-
ficis Primatu et infallibili magisterio, indubitanter recipio atque profiteor; simulque
contraria omnia, atque haereses quascumque ab Ecclesia damnatas et reiectas et
anathematizatas, ego pariter damno, reiicio, et anathematizo, Hanc veram Catholi-
cam Fidem, extra quam nemo salvus esse potest, quam in praesenti sponte profiteor
et veraciter teneo, eandem integram et inviolatam usque ad extremum vitae spiritum
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constantissime, Deo

eti, atque a meis subditis, seu illis;

quorum cura ad me in munere meo spectabit, teneri, et doceri et praedicari, quantum
in me erit, curaturum, ego idem N. spondeo, voveo ac iuro.

Item flrmiter amplector ac recipio
omnia et singula, quae ab inerranti
Ecclesiae magisterio definita, adserta ac
declarata sunt, praesertim ea doctrinae
capita, quae huius temporis erroribus
directo adversantur. Ac primum qui-
dem Deum, rerum omnium principium
et finem, naturali tationis lumine per ea
quae facta sunt, hoc est, per visibilia
creationis opera, tamquam causam per
effectus, certo cognosci, adeoque de-
monstrari etiam posse, profiteor. Se-
cundo: Externa revelationis argumenta,
hoc est, facta divina, in primisque mira-
cula et prophetias admitto et aghosco
tamquam signa certissima divinitus or-
tae Christianae Religionis, eademque
teneo aetatum omnium atque homi-
num, etiam huius temporis, intelligen-
tiae esse maxime accommodata. Ter-
tio: Firma pariter fide credo, Ecclesiam,
verbi revelati custodem et magistram,

per ipsum verum atque historicum:

Christum, cum apud nos degeret, pro-
xime ac directo institutam, eandemque
super Petrum, apostolicae hierarchiae
principem eiusque in aevum successores
aedificatam. Quarto: Fidei doctrinam
ab Apostolis per orthodoxos Patres
eodem sensu eademque semper senten-
tia ad nos usque transmissam, sincere
recipio; ideogue prorsus- reiicio haereti-
cum commentum evolutionis dogina-
tum, ab uno in alium sensum transeun-
tium, diversum ab eo, quem prius habuit
Ecclesia ] pariterque damno errorem om-
nem, quo divino deposito, Christi Spon-
sae tradito ab Eaque fideliter custodien-
do, sufficitur philosophicum inventum,
vel creatio humanae conscientiae, homi-
num conatu sensim efformatae et in
posterum indefinito progressu perfici-
endae. Quinto: Certissime teneo ac
gsincere profiteor, Fidem non esse cae-
cum sensumn religionis e latebris sub-
conscientiae erumpentem, sub pressione
cotdis et inflexionis voluntatis moraliter
informatae, sed verum assensum intel-
lectus veritati extrinsecus acceptae ex
auditu, quo nempe, quae a Deo per-
sonali, creatore ac domino nostro dicta,
testata et revelata sunt, vera esse credi-
mus, propter Dei auctoritatem summe
‘veracis.

“I.... firmly hold and accept each
and every definition of the unerring
teaching of the Church, with all she has
maintained and declared, but especially
those points of doctrine which express-
ly combat the errors of our time. In
the first place I profess my belief that
God, the beginning and end of all, can
be certainly known and therefore proved
to exist by the natural light of reason
from the things that are made, that is,
from the visible works of the creation
as a cause from its effects. Next I
recognize and acknowledge the external
arguments of revelation, that is, divine
facts,” especially miracles and prophe-
cies, as most certain signs of the divine
origin of the Christian religion, and I
hold that these are altogetber suited to
the understanding of every age and of
all men, also of our times. Thirdly,
I likewise hold with firm faith that the
Church, the guardian and exponent of
the revealed Word, was proximately and
directly founded by the true and his-
toric Christ Himself, while He dwelt
amongst us, and that she was also built
upon Peter, the Prince of the Apostolic
Hierarchy, and upon his successors to
the end of time. Fourthly, I sincerely
accept the teaching of faith as trans-
mitted down to us from the Apostles
through the orthodox Fathers in the
same sense and even in the same word-
ing; and, therefore, I wholly reject the
heretical notions of the evolution of
dogmas, which pass from one sense to
another alien to that which the Church
held from the start; and I likewise con-
demn every error whereby is substitut-
ed for the divine deposit, entrusted by
Christ to His Spouse and by Her to be
faithfully guarded, a philosophic sys-
tem or the creation of a human con-
sciousness, gradually refined by the
striving of men and finally to be per-
fected hereafter by indefinite progress.
Fifthly, I hold for certain and sincerely
profess that Faith is not a blind religious
sense making its way out of the hidden
regions of the sub-liminal consciousness,
morally tinged by the influence of heart
and will, but is a true assent of the in-
tellect to truth received from without
by hearing, an assent whereby we be-
lieve to be true, because of the authority
of the all-true God, whatever by the
personal God, our Creator and Lord,
has been spoken, testified and revealed.
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-Me -etiam, qua par ‘est, reverentia;
subiicio: totoque animo adhaereo: dam-
nationibus, declarationibus, praescrip-
tis ‘omnibus," quae in Encyclicis litteris
“Pa.scendl" et'in Det:reto “Lamentabi-
1" 'contmentur, pre.esemm mrca eam
quam - h.tstonam dogmatum vocant,
Idem ..teprobo. ;.errorem. : affirmantium,
propositam ‘ab.Ecclesia fidem:posse his-
toriae’ repug‘nare ‘et'Catholica dogmata,

q_uo séfisu nline infel 1g‘untur, curit ‘veri-

_;b “";Chf'isuan;ie rehgmhi “otigil
compont ' non, posse,., Danyo, quoqiie
acrein,;q gorum sententiam, qui, .dicunt,
Christianum hominem. .eruditiorem in-
duere personam duplicem, aliam cre-
dentis, aliam historici, quasi liceret his-
tonco ea retinere, quae credentis fidei
> ntrgdlca.nt, aut praemissas adstruere,
ex quibus consequatur dogmata esse aut

' falsal aut dubis, modo haec directo non

denegentu.r Reprobﬂ pariter eam Scrip-
turae Sanctae diiudicandae atque inter-
pretandae. rationem, quae, Kcclesiae
traditione, analogia Fidei, et Apostolicae
Sedis . niormis - posthabitis, rationalista-
rtim commentis inhaeret, et criticen tex-
tus velut unicam supremamgque regu-
lam, haud minus licenter quam temere
amplectitur,- Sententiam praeterea il-
lorum reiicio qui tenent, doctori disci-
plmne historicae theologicae tradendae,
aut iis de rebus scribenti seponendam
prius esse opinionem ante conceptam
sive de supernaturali origine Catholicae

traditionis, sive de promissa divinitusl

ope ad perennem conservationem umus-
cu‘mﬁque revelati ve:n?\’@emde scripta

" Patrum: singulorum interpretanda solis
scientine. pnnc;pus, sacra qualibet auc-. ,

toritate seclusa, eaque :udzch libertate,

que profana quaews mo:lumenta solent

investigari, - In universum denique me
alienissimum ab errore - profiteor, quo

modernistae - tenent in sacra traditione’
nihil inesse-divini; aut, quod longe dete-:

rius, pantheistico sensu illud admittunt;
ita ut nihil iam restet nisi nudum fac-
tum et simplex, communibus historiae
factis aequandum ; hominum nempe sua
industria, - sollertia, ingenio :scholam &
Christo eiusque Apostolis inchoatam per
subsequentes aetates continuantium,
Proinde fidem Patrum’ ﬁrm:ssnne reti-

neo et ad extremum wtae splrttum'
retmebo ‘de charismate  veritatis certo,
quod est, fuit eritque semPin' in episcopa-.

tus ab Apostolis successione; non ut id

“I further, with all due reverence,
submit and. with my .whole mind ad-
here to all the condemnations, declara-
tions, and ordinances contained in the
Encyclical letter” Pascends and in the
Decree Lamentabili, purticularly re-
garding what is called the history of
Dogma.

-1 also:reject: the error of those who

aver that the Faith proposed. by . the.
Church may be in conﬂmt with iustory,._

and ‘that Catholic dogmas in“tHe sénse’

in. which they .are now:utiderstood -can-:
not be hﬂ.rmomzegi with the more truth-

ful “ongms“ of Chnstlamty "More-

dver, T 'condemn and reject the opinion’
which declares -that: a Christian man of:

better culture can assume a dual per-
sonality, one as a believer and another
as an historian, as if it were pertissible
for the historian to hold fdst what his
faith as a believer contradicts, or.to lay
down premises from which there fol-
lows .the .falsity or- the uncertaintyof
dogmas, provided only that these are
not directly denied, Likewise I reject
that method of estimating and | ﬁqrpret-
ing Holy Writ, which, sqtlhdg ide the

Chtirch's tradition and “the analogy of

Faith and the rules of the Apostolic See,
adopts the rationalists’ principles and
with equal arbitrdriness and rashness
congiders ‘criticism! of the text ithe one
only supreme rule.. Furthermore, I re-
ject the opinion of those who hold that
a :teacher of the science of Historical
Theology or the writer o the subject
must first put aside the notions pre-
viously conceived about the superna-
tural origin of Catholic tradition or
about the divine aid promised for the
perpetual preservation of, each revealed
truth; then, that, thywntmgs of in-
d:wdual Fatl;\ers must "be interpreted
solely by the ‘data of science, without
any reference ‘to sacréd “atithority, and
with that freedom of judgment where-
with' every ‘ profane record is-usually
examined.

. Finally and in general, I declare my-

" self to be far removed from the error

of the modernists who hold that in
sacred tradition there is nothing inher-
ently divine; or who—far worse still—
admit it in a pantheistic sense; so that
thus there would remain only a bare
simple fact equal to tlhe ordinary facts
of history, viz., that the school started
by.Christ and ]‘IiS Apostles finds, in tle
ages that follow, men to carry it on by
their energy, their skill, and their gemus
Wherefore most firmly do I retain and
to my last breath will T retain the Faith
of the Fathérs of the Church concern-

mg the sure endowment of truth, which

WC000058
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teneatur quod melius et aptius videri
possit secundum suam cuiusque aetatis
culturam, sed ut nunguam alster creda-
tur, nunguam aliter intelligatur abso-
luta et immutabilis veritas ab initio per
Apostolos praedicata.

Haec omnia spondeo me fideliter, in-
tegre sincereque servaturum et inviola-
biliter custoditurum, nusquam ab iis
sive in docendo sive quomodolibet ver-
bis scriptisque deflectendo. Sic spon-
deo, sic juro, sic me Deus adjuvet, et
haec sancta Dei Evangelia,

is, has been, and ever will be in the suc-
cession of the Episcopate from the
Apostles; not in such a way that what
seems best and most fitting according
to the refinement of each age may be
held, but that the absolute and un-
cha.ngeable truth preached from the be-
ginming by the Apostles may never in
any different wise be believed, never in
any different wise be understood.

All this I promise that I will faithfully,
entirely and sincerely keep and inm-
violably guard, and from this never in
teaching or howsoever by word or writ-
ing in the least depart. So I promise,
so I swear, so help me God and these
His holy gospels.

Prrnrs Ot

AD.LE ‘5/4

Turamentu nte coram nobis, emissum _tes

b gt 2

N, 7 (-f..A—rQ./ /
elegatus prscopx)

"81 quis autem, quod Deus avertat, jusiurandum violare ausus fuerit, adGSanctJ
Oﬂicu tribunal illico deferatur,” (Motu Proprio “Sacrorum Antistitum. ")

REMARKS
The Profession of Faith is made and the Oath taken beforefthe Ordmary

of the pla.ce or his Delegate by:
the Vicar General,

b the Diocesan Consultors, .

¢) the Censor of books,
Pastors,

Confessors and Preachers before they receive the faculty to exercise

their functions,

)
)
1) Clerics called to Subdeaconship,
g) Superiors and Professors in the Grand Seminary.,
(Cf. C. 1406 et Motu Prop. Pii PP. X,, Sept. 1. 1910.)

gj??f%@aﬂw & /9/'

TN

2. When several take the Oath at the same time, one may read the formula
aloud; at the end each one, placing his hand on the gospels reads the words “Haec
omuia spondeo,” etc., and sigus his name. (8. C. Consist. Oct. 25, 1910,)

3. The document is to be kept in the safe of the diocesan curia.

ARDEY STUDARY PRIAT,
7. BEMANIOT & GOLLEDE, ATEN| b, MANL
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July 24, 1946

Reverend D. A. Cunningham
Queen of Angels Church
Austin, Minnesota

Dear Pather Cunninghanm,

: . Gurtlg, a subdeaoon of
the Dioccese who will complete his studies next
year in the Seminary at Denver, has asked if
he oould bYorrow $150.00 to help him through
hls last year in the Seminary. It is my 1m-
pression that such loans were made posaible
under the oonstitutions of the Students' Fund,
Diocese of Winona, Ine. If you are not in
agreement, I would be pleased to have you send
me the necessagy form for Willlam's petition
ang T shall indtruct him in the neoeéssary pro-
oedure, '

. With sentiments of esteem and with
all good wishes, I remain

S8incerely yours in Christ,

CoadJjutor Bilshop of Winona
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St. THOMAS SEMINARY
Dzenver 10, CoLorapo

Sept. 25, 1946

Most Reverend Leo Bing, D.D,
275 Harrlet Street
Winona, Minn,

Your Excellency:

As you know, the Rev, Mr. Williem Curtis, e subdeacon
of the Diocese of Winona, was unanimotsly approved

by the faculty for promotion to the Sacred Order of
Desaconate, and we have on file the dimissorlals for
this Sacred Order. However, we should like to check

the followings

The Rev. Mp. Willlam Curtit: is en ex~religlous and

wo have in our files no document to show that recourse
was had by Your Excellency to the Apostolle Dolegate

for permission to admit him to the seminary and to
orders as required by the Decree of S.C.Rel. and S.C.
Stud. dated July 25, 1941.. Mr. Curtis assures us that
this matter was taken care of and we feel quite oconfidert
that it has, but to preclude am over-sight in a matter
of so great importance we should have on file some
assurance that 1t was taken care of, I belleve you

were Anformed by my predecessor in office that ordinations
to Second Minors dnd Deaconate are fixed for Oct. 6.

The Rev, Mr. Curtis will therefore receive Deaconshlp

on Octs 6 unlesa Your Excellency should advise us to

the contrery.

Asking your blessing, and with the highest esteem and
profound respect for Your Excellency, I am

Your humble &ad falthful servent,

Fraencis B, Koeper, C.M., Rector
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September 26, 1848

Very Reverend Franois B. Koeper, O.M.
Reotor, 8%. Thomas Beminary
Denver 10, Oolorado. '

- D8ap. Pather Xoeper,

. I have for attention your letter of
Seplember 25 addressed to Hla'Excallenoi. Bie-
hap-Biqg%'regardin~nohourao had to the Apogtol~
lo Deleghte in obtaining permiesion for Willlam
Doran Curtis %o enter a Dionesan Seminary.

Undér the dats of December 4, 1945, I
find from our filas, I forwarded to Father Tole
man resoript Num G éﬁﬁl/ﬁﬂ. dated Novembar £7,
from the Apodtolio Dqlefation anting the neos
eesary permisaion for William Doran Qurtin to
enter a Diogesan Bemlnary. :

I further sssure you that His Excellenoy
is desirous that Rev., Mr. William Curtis should

" recelved the Saored Order of Deaconate on Dotober 6.

With every guod regard, I remsin

Sincerely yours in Christ

Yioe-Chanoellor
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URBANUS JOANNES VEHR

DEI ET APOSTOLICAE SEDIS GRATIA
ARCHIEPISCOPUS DENVERIENSIS

Universis et singulis praesentes Nostras Testimoniales Litteras visuris et lecturis

fidem indubiam facimus et testamur quod Nos die 8 mensis _.._Qctobria
A, D 1.9.4.8 generalem ordinationem habentes, dilectum in Christo
GULIEIMUM DORAN CURTIS ... Dioecesis VWinonensis

examinatum, approbatum idoneumque repertum per examinatores a Nobis deputatos ad

DIACONATUM

juxta ritum Sanctae Romanae Ecclesiae, servatis forma Saeri Concilii Tridentini ac

decretorum 8. Congregationum aliisque de jure servandis, in Domino rite promovimus.

In cujus fidem ete. ..

Zrepl Odorcts

De Mandato Rev.mi Archiepiscopi

Datum Denveri

Die......108___ Octobris A. D. 19.46 Cancellarius

Form C-3—1M—12-42
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ST. THOMAS SEMINARY
SCHOLASTIC REPORT

for the year 19 24 - 47

SCHOOL OF THEOLOUY

Name,_(frlligpne Lordls
=4

Scholastic

Year . Sen.

4 st 2nd
Dogma /g
Moral ﬁ
Ascetical —
- . a——
Sceripture

History

Canon Law

Liturgy

Sermo‘n

Chant

Administration

PR M|

Bookkeeping

System of Grading

A- Exceptional (93-100); B - Above average (86-92);
C- Average (77-85); D-Below average; E-Conditioned;
F .Failure. ) #}

Dean of Studies
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Name of Student Willliam Doran Curtis

Class: Theology III (Candidate for Bubdeaconship and Daaconship)

Parish

Place 275 Harriet 8%., Winona, Minn.

INVESTIGATION TO BE MADE THROUGH PASTORS BY ORDER OF THD

SACRED CONGREGATION OF THE SACRAMENTS'

The pﬂstor in lus wmtten report should express his opinion in respect to the following

points:-.

1.

:Has the 9em1narmn been regulm' and devout in performmg his exercises of p1ety,

namely, meditation, assistance at Mass, visits to, the Blessed Sacrament, and the reci-
tation of the Rcam y? . i .

I:-I_nS: he gone i;o Cﬁ:ilféanion and Holy Cmm'nuni'on frequently a-nd,de_‘_rbﬁt_lj_‘?' '

J

Does he asslst in the sanctuary at d1v1ne servmes and carrv out lus functlons -atten-

.tlvely and rehglously o A ML

Y
N

Is he zea,lous in.. tenchmg Chrxstmn doctrme durmg vacatmn? ( If a aemmurmn has
not yet been assngned to the work of catechizing, this should be done before he is pro-

moted to Bacred Orders.)
L T LA it i s

.ol

Has he shown zeal and interest in promotmg divine WOI‘Shlp a.nd in workmg for the

good of souls, and hag he a liking for the' exercise of sncred functl‘ons"

WM

o what studies is he eépebially inclined and does he pursue them diligently?

Does he read irrelig.ious or immoral papers, periodicals or hooks?

.

Has he worn the clerical garb during vacation?

WC000010
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10.

11,

12,

13.

4.

16,

17.

Date of report

During vacation has he associated with persons of ill repute or been on such terms
with women, even though they be of good reputation, as to cause surprise and scandal
among the faithful? Has he gone to any place of a questionable character?

Is he upright and honest in his conversation?

Has he been the occasion of stirring up unfavorable criticism of the Church’s doc.
trine, morals and precepts?

Has he always conducted himself rightly and prudently with boys and girls and
women? .

Does he show a fondness for luxuries and worldly amusements? Or an inelination to
intoxicating drinks?

Has he shown charity to all, and obedience and docility toward superiors?

\

What do the people think of his fitness for the priesthood ?

Do his parents give any evidence of mental, moral, or physical defects which might
be inherited by him?

Do his parents or relatives urge him unduly to embrace the sacerdotal state?

Bignature of pastor

Parish Seal.

(BPECIAL REMARKS MAY BE ADDED ON NEXT PAGE)
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ST. THOMAS' SEMINARY
DENVER 10, COLORADO

March 26, 1547

The Most Reverend Leo Binz, bD.D.
Goad jutor Bishop of Winona

275 Harrlet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your #xcellenoy:

In accordance with the instruction of the Secred (Congrega-
tion of the Saoraments given Decmmber 27, 1930, I hereby petitlon for
the reception of the Smered Order of Priesthood.

I testify that I am not compelled by any coercion, force,

or fear, but that I desire it of my own free will,

I further testify that I fully know all the obligations
consequent upon the reception of this Order, and I am resolved with
the aid of God's grace, to observe them consoclentiously during the
whole course of my life. Moreover, I sincerely promise that I will
observe all that my superiors command me and Eocleslastioal disocipline

requires of ms.

Obediently and humbly yours,

L@ Oz

Willlam Doran Qurtis
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DEl ET APOSTOLICAE SEDIS GRATIA
ARCHIEPISCOPUS DENVERIENSIS

Praesentibug Testimonialibus Litteris, in quantum Nobis
constat, fidem facimus et testamur dilectum in Domino

GULIEIMUM CURTIS  qui ratione.... STUDIORUM
hac in Archidiocesi Denveriensi moras habuit, vitam morum
honestate et religione commendabilem duxisse, nullumque
vinculum, quod sciamus, contraxisse quominug ad sacros
ordines iuxta Canones promoveri possit.

In cuius fidem ...

" Datum Denveri

Die la aprilis

Cancellarius Archiepiscopus Dgniveriensis

Form C-9—5C—T-42
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DECLARATIO

Propria Manu Subscribenda a Cancli‘clatié in Singulis Sacris Ordinibus

Suscipiendis, Iuramento coram Ordinario Praestito

Ego subsignatus,‘... 4 ’QMO‘/N&L/ veeeo o+, cum petitionem

Episcopo exhibuerim pro recipienclo sthhizerorabue-{senmt e vel preshyteratus) Ordine, sacra

instante Ordinatione, ac diligenter re perpensa coram Deo, iuramento interposito, testificor in primis,

nulla me coactione seu vi, nec ullo impelli timore in.recipiendo eodem eacro Ordine, sed ipsum
sponte exoptare, ac plena liberaque voluntate eumdem velle, cum experiar ac sentiam a Deo me esse

revera vocatum.,

.._.'Vl:":
Fateor mihi plene esse cognita cuncta onera cacteraque ex eodem sacro Ordine dimanantia,
quae sponte suscipere volo ac propono, caque toto meae vita curriculo, Deo opitulante, diligentissime

gervare constituo.

Praecipue quae caelibatus lex importet clare me percipere ostendo, camque libenter exp]ere

étque integre servare usque ad extremum, Deo adiutore, firmiter statuo.

Denique sincera fide spondeo iugitur me fore, ad normam se. Canonum, obtemperaturum obse-
quentissime iis omnibus, quae mnei praecipient Praeposit, et Ecclesiae disciplina exiget, paratum vir-

tutum exempla prael)ere sive opere sive sermone, adeo ut de tanti officii susceptione remunerari a

DGO merear.

Sic spondeo, sic voveo, sic juro, sic me Deus adiuvet et haec Sancta Dei

Evange]ia, quae manibus meis tango.

A.AS, vol. 23, p. 127,

Juramentum rite coram nobis emissum testamur.

N Tt L rsginere.

Delegatus Ordinarii
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3t. Thomus Semimry

Benver Golorudo

To W'lmm It May Concern

I, the urdersign, hereby testify that, in the case of . Rev, Mr, Willlam Curtls

a candidate for the Sacred Order of Priesthood of the Diocese of. . Winoma..................

the fouowing requirements of Law have heenv.[u“‘:l“e(‘l:

1) Heis free from all canonical irregularities and impedimenta.
2) He has given satisfaction in his con(luqt. Canon 993, Par. 3.

3) He has completed the Theological studies required for the receptian of this Order,
Canon 993, Par. 3.

4) He is provided with:
a) Certificate of Baptism
b) Cexrtificate of Confirmation
¢) Marriage Certificate of Parents

5} Heis provided with a Certificate of the reception of the Order of Deaconship. Canon
993, Par. 1.

6) He has successfully passed the required examination. Canon 996.

7) He has completed the number of days of Spivitual Exerciees required in preparation
for this Order. Canon 1001.

8) He has made the Profession of Faith and the Qath acqording to the Motu Proprio
“Sacrorum Antislitum” of Pius X, Sept. 1, 1910.

9) He has taken the requirc& oath of freedom. (Sac. Cong. Sacr. Deo. 27, 1930)

10) The requirements of the Instruction of the Sacred Congregation of the Sacraments,
December 27: 1930, have been fulfilled.

1) He 1o pxovidetj with Testimonial Letters of the Ordinary of the Archdiocese of
Denver. Canon 993, Par, 4.

Rector, St. Thomas Seminary

Denver, Colorado.
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LEO
DEI ET APOSTOLIOAE SEDIS GRATIA

EPISQOPUS PINARENSYS
ADMINISTRATOR APOSTOLIOUS ECCLESIAE WINONENﬁIS

Universis et singulis, ad quos praoaenteo littarao perven-
erint testanur Nos Leonem, Del ot Apastolioao Sedis gratin,

Episoeopum Pinareniom, in Orake i B : ‘
1nnﬂ_ﬂghgghg_Ln_ﬂLnngggﬁg die,ag_manais nail anno ourrenti,
Dileotum Nobie in Ohristo D.Hum @ arkig pree-
vils lpiritualibus exercitils ao pracvio exnmino do o jus
jdoneitate ad normam 8aororum-oanonum pum oaeremoniis et solem-

nitatibus & Sanote Romana Ecolesia praemoriptis ad .
gervatis rite edrvendis in Domino promovisse,
In quorum fidem hae litteras, & Nobie et a(?ioe§0anoollario
Kesgtro aubaoriptaa, sigilloque munitas, expedinri Juasimua.
Datum Winonae, e Oangellaria Winonenel, dieqag mensis madd

anne 194i%

~—Episcopus Pinarensis

(?iog}ﬂanocilarinu
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William D. Curtis
ordained Priest

May 3, 1947
St. Elizabeth Hospital Chapel
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May 12, 1947

Reverend William D, Curtis
623 Park Avenue
South Bend, Indiana

Dear Father Ourtie,

T would be pleased if you would go on May 23
to Fouritain, Minnesota, to take up residencs with Rev-
erend Raymond Redder. Father Redder is tamporarilﬁ in
oharge both of his own Parish and Mission and of the
Preston Parish and Missionj and you are herewlth Lem~-
porarily assigned to assist him in meeting thoge o=
apontibblitiess A new pastor will take over at Pregton
on June 3. Before that date I trust to have other work
ready for you, I pray for you God'a choloest blesasings
for your first temporary assignment and foy your whole

phleatly minletry.

With sentiments of esteem and with all good
wishes, I remain '

Sinoerely yours in Chriet,

Joad Jutor Bishop of Winona
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Jiuns 11. 19&7

Heverend ¥illiam D. Curtls
5t. Prancis de Sales Chureh
Olaremont, Winneaota

Deay Father Curtis,

I would be pleased if you would make
a tranefer on June 26 from the Churoch of BY.
Pranols de Sales, Olaremont, to 8t. Paul's .
Parish, FPalymont. Plesss report to Father
Devlin on that dete ready to take up your re-
eidence in his rectory. This, too, will be
tut e temporafly sesigument snd I will inform
you in due tige of your further tranafers

_With aentimenta of esteem snd with
g1l gond wiches, I Femain -

8inoerely yowrs in Uhriat,

Coadjutor Bishop of ¥inona
Apostolic Adminietrator
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June 27, 1947

Reverend William D. Curtls
8t, Paul's Church
Falrmont, Minnesota

Dear Father Ourtis, ,

In my letter to you dated June 11 I asked you
to make a transfer on June 26 from the Church of 8t,
Francls de Sales, Claremont, to B%. Paul's Church, Falp-
monti end I trus£-tn1a letter will reach you in B%.
Paulls Reotory. I would be plessed now to have you go
on July 14 to 8t. Theodore's Church, Albert Lea. Please
report there to Rt, Reve Msgr. John M. Elely ae¢ his tem-
porary asslstant. Unhappily, I anm gtlll unable to let
you know when your permanent aseignment will be made.

With gentiments of esteem and with all good
wigheg, I remain
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Coadjuter Bishop of Winona
Apoatolic Adminigtrator
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Reverend ¥Willlan Doran 0
8%: Theoders's Chupreh
Albert Les, Mimneeota

_bear Pather Cortis,

T depire with this letter to game
gou Assistant Pastor for the papre of Bt. -
homss Pro-Osthedral, Winona. Plemse report
to Raverend R. E. Jennings, Pastor, on MNonday,
Saptember 1, ready te take up your residence
at 8%, Thomas Churoh.

I wish you every bleassing, Pather
Ourtis, in your new work; and I pray for you
an abundanceé of God*s aholeest graves in the
fulftiiment of your Guties.

With ssntiments of eateem and with
all good wishes, I Pemaln

Sinaeraly yours in Chrlst,

Goad jutor Bighop ofWEAnDRa
 Apostolis Admintatrator
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377 CENTER STREET

WinonA, MINNESOTA

March 2, 198

Rev. Paul Britts
Easton, Minnesota

Dear Father,

I'm writing to you pertinent to the Clerical Relief Association of the
Diocese, Last Year, in May, I was ordained, and shortly after ordination, I
forwarded my check for $50:00 to you to begin my membership in the Association,
I was under the impression that my next dheck would be due next May — and it
is about this that I am writing for your kindly advice and clarification, I
have mentioned this to a couple of priests and they told me that I had better
make a check-up and see just where I stand,

If my first check was applicable only for 1947, and not at all to any part
of 1948, apparently, I should be forwarding another $50:00 to you, Must the money
be sent in at the first of each year, or may the newly ordained forward their money
each year from the date of their first membership? I thought that such would be
the case. If not, may $25:00 of the $50:00 be applicable to '7, and the other
$25:00 be applicable to '8 — if such were permissible, I would forward another
check for $25:00 and get myself cleared for 'L8,

All this time, I have been under the impression that I was clesr until next
May, and was planning on sending my new check for $50:00 on to you then. But
apparently I have been mistaken. I would appreciate your advice -- as I want to
keep my status in the Clerical Relief Association. I tmmst that this misunder-
standing on my part will not hinder me from retaining my membership in the Association
for l9hg. I will forward my check upon hearing fpom you. But I would like to
know for sure whether I should forward the full amount of $50:00, or whether $£5300
of the amount forwarded last May is applicable to this year leaving me a balance
of $25:00 to pay for 19L8.

After this mix-up on my part, I feel quite safe insassuring you that from here
on in, I'1l be able to keep my self straightened out in this matter, Perhaps it's
Jjust one of those things a newly ordained has to learn by experience}

Thanking yourfor your every consideratimon, Fabher, and hoping for your reply,
I wish to remain,

Sincerely in Christ,

. :>¢{E:ue4-.;<.Jc~_;-«~xaq <EL¢_;2:L;/
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Memo:; February 17, 1949

Re: P

¥ a

expregsed a number of difficultles
yesterday which the Brothers are encountering 1in thelr dealings
wlth Father Curtis It appears that one of the Brothers 1in
Religion clasd received a difficulty ageinst The WINONAN Edi-
tion of Our Sunday Visitor on the basls of the book advertlse-
ments contained 1in the Sunday Visitor. When asked the origin
of his difficulty, he indicated that Father Curtis had spoken
egainst THE WINONAN.

On another occeslon Father Curtis was reported to the
Brbothers as saying he did not regardia the Religion teachling
very highly as glven at Cotter High School but that he was not
permitted himself to go in and do any teachlng. .

On another occasion Father Curtis was reported to the
Brothers as bellttling the quality of instructlon gilven at Cot-
ter on the basis of alleged over-emphasls on athletics.

On st1l1 another occasion Father Curtlis was reported .
as counselling a Cotter High student agalnet taking hls college
work at St. Mary's (ollege, suggesting lnstead that he attend
"a good college'.

The other complalint uttered by re-
fers to the accommodations for Mass. A 6:30 Mass would be
ideal for them but is only able to schedule a
Mass for 6:45. When : says the Mass, everything

1s over by 7:15 and everything is sadisfactory. When Father
Curtis says the Mass, however, he delays getting started and
he proceeds so slowly that the 7:15 Mass 1ls almost always de-
layed. often has to get to shhool without

breakfast because of this situatlon.

I told . I would dlscuss thils matter
wlth

L.B.

Memo: March 4, 1949

I spoke this morning with Father Curtls of the mat-
ters outlined aebove and I found Father Curtis very doclle. He
1s a very zealous priest but I have coungelled him to moderate
his zeal with prudence, particularly consulting with his pastor

before making pronouncements.

Aleo, I have counselled him to check the amount of
time 1t takes him at the altar for Mass,

L'B.
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On July 25, 1949, Rev,
the Chancery a copy of
18 kept in the gsafe alo

Willlam Doran Curtis deposited in
hls lagt will and teetament. It
ng with the other wills.

HJID
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STATE OF MINNESOTA
DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY AND NAVAL AFFAIRS
ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE
SAINT PAUL 1
CIRCULAR 4 October 1949
NUMBER 24

NATIONAL GUARD CITIZEN'S COMMITTEES

SECTION I
GENERAL

1, Genseral.

a. From time to time in each community occasions arise when the
local unit commander has need of assistance from other than military
sources in his dealings with the public. Such occasions most frequently
arise in cormmection with employee~employer relationships and recruiting,.

be It 18 realized that many communities now have Army Advisory
Committees and Military Manpower Committees. Their value. to the local
National Guard unit 1s limited, however, by the fact that their interest
18 in all phases of military activity of which they consider the National®

Guard only a part.

, _ c. To meet this need, it is recommended that each unlt commander
arrange for the formation within the community of & "National Guard
Citizens' Committee", It will be the funotion of this committee to serve
as a lialson agency between the Natlonal Guard unit and the civilien
community and to render such asslstance as it ocan to support the
National Guard program.

B SECTION I1I _
COMPOSITION, SELECTION AND APPOINTMENT

2., APPOINTMENTS. Appointments to the local committee will be mede
by the Governor of Minnesota on recommendation of the unit commander
approved by this headquarters. Each member will receive a certificate of
appointment slgned by the Governor, which certificate should be presented
at a sultable ceremouny to be arranged by the local commander,

3, NOMINATIONS. Selectlon of personnel to form the initlal commlittes
will be made by the senlor Natlonal Guard commender ln the community.
Recommendations for subsequent appointments to fill vacanclies will be
made by the same commander after consultatlon with the committee chalrman.
The commender will meke his nominatlons by letter to the Adjutant General,
giving the following informatlonwon each person nominated:

a, Full name

b, Home address and telephone number
¢. Businese address and telephone number
d, Occupation and name of employer, if any

c, Previous military service, if any
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4, Composition. Each committee should consist of not less than 5
nor more than 12 members, Care should be taken to assure that various
comminity interests are represented, such as business, labor, churches,
education, press and radic, agrlculture,. government, etc,

SECTION III-
COMMITTEE#NATIONAL GUARD RELATIONSHIP

5. The Adjutant General. Thils office will establish a malling list
of all committee members., "The Gopher Guardsman" will be malled to them
regularly, as will other informatlionwwhich from time to time 18 consldered

of interest to them,

SECGTION IV
MISCELLANEOUS

6. Information Folder: This office has 1n preparation an
information folder contalning information about the Minnesota Natlonal
Guard and the organization and dutlies of the commlttees, A copy of this
folder will be furnished each committee member together with hle

certificate of appointment,

BY DIRKECTION OF THE GOVERNOR:

OFFICIAL:
Brigadler General
(s) The Adjutant General

Colonel, GSC, Minn NG
Asst. Adjutant General
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The Most Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald January 7, 1950
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellehoys : ‘
A short time ago the Governor of the State of Minnesota

authorized -the formation of a National Guard Citizen's Committee, -
The purpecse of the Committee is to act as an intermediary between
the genmeral public and the Natiopal Guard, Numerous occaslons arise
when a Nationsl Guard Commander has need of assistance from s
community sourge,

It is my duty as Commander of the local National Guard Unit
to recommend those men whom, I believe, are active and prominent
in the community to serve on the Committee, Men from all walks
of life aré selected, such as business, labor, churches, education,
government, ete., :

One of the men who im highest in my esteem is Reverend William
D, Curtis of the St, Thomas Pro-Cathedral Parish, I would deem 1t a
very high honor if-Father Curtis would be allowsd to serve on this
Committes with us, His approval has been obtained and also the
sanction of his ) ) _

The purpose of this letter is, of course, to obtain your
permission, Your Excellency, for Father Curtis to serve on this
Comeittee, We would certainly be pleased if a representative of the

Church would be allowed to participats,
We would 1like to extend our sincere and warmest congratulations
on your recent appointment as Bishop of the Winona Diocese,

Yours Very Truly,

PS5, Enclosed is a copy of the Adjutant General's letter instructing
us on the formation of the Committee,
\ .
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January 10, 1930

Dear ‘

In reply to your recent letter requesting per-
miselon for Father Curtis to act as & member of your
Committee formed by the National Guard, I am pleassd to
grant eald permission. I appreciate the oonfidence you
have expressed in Pather Curtis and I assure you that I
shail always be happy to oocoperate with any clvie develop-
mens.

T take tbis cocasion to express my appreoliation
for youf sinosre oonsratnlntiens on my appolntment ad
Bishop of Winons.

With kindeat regards, I remain »
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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January 10, 1950

Reverand Williem D. Curtle
8t. Thomae Pro-{sthedral
Winons, Minnesota

Dear Father COurtis,

I have recelved a request from
the Nstional Guerd asking permission for you %o aot as a
member of the National Guard Oitizen's Cpmmittee in
Winons, ; L2

I am pleased to grant that permission as I am
sure that your pressnce in that group will be most helpful

to the Chyreb.

' ‘Thanking you for the fine work that you are
doing with the young people of Winona and also for your
help on the occasion of my instsllation, I remain

Sinoerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winone
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Catphedral Wegtdence
377 CENTER STREET
WinonA, MINNESOTA

May 27, 1950

The Most Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Strest

Winona, Minnescte.

Your Exosllency:

Enclosed, youw will £ind my check to the amount of ten dollars in
partiel peyment of my financial obligations toward the Diocese of Winona
for financial aseistance received during the years preparatory for the
Holy Priesthood, As reoords ehow, I have reimbursed one hundred dollars

of the total finanoial obligation.
The remainder of my financial obligation totels one hundred and
fifty dollars. However, I wish to add an additionsl sum of fifty dollers

— pince this money is to be used for the Seminary funde I will errange
to pay tenddollars monthly on this account.

With personal best wishes, I continue to remain,

Obediently in Christ,

Z(ézﬁ‘, e 0.4
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Willlen //
Reverend Willisam D, Curtis
§t. Thomas Pro-Cathedral

Winona, Minnesota

Dear Pather Curtla,

Owing to the 111 health of - ‘ I,
find 1t necessary to appoint you to be sasletant at 5t.
_ John's Church, Roechester, Minnesota. This appointment
wil]l be effective for Sunday; September 3. I trust
that you may be able to arrange to repori there at that
time 80 that you can begin your work under the dlrection

of Monaignor 0O'Day. '

, I appreclate the very splendld work that you
have done in Winona, particularly wlth the Mewman Club
at the Teachers College, but I am sure that you will find
your new asalgnment moat interesting.

With kindest regards and very best wilshea, I
beg to remain

Sincerely yours 1n Christ,

Bishop of Winone

WC000076
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The Church of Saint John

415 FIRST STREET SOUTHWEST
ROCHESTER, MINNESOTA

August 31, 1951

The Most Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harrlet Street

Winone, Minnesota

Your Exoellency:

While home on vecetion, Sister Madaleva, President of St. Mary's College
at Notre Dame, Indiens, requested that I give the Retreat to the Freshwan
girle this coming fall. The dates set for the Retreat are Oetober 29, 30,

As you can judge from the scheduled dates, should Your:Excellency grent me
permiseion to give this Retreat, 1t would entall my belng absent from St.
John'e on a Sunday (October 28) and e Holyday of Obligation (November 1 -~
All Saints' Day). I would gledly teke care of the remumerstion for the
services of the priest who would be able to substitute for me at the time.
Should permiseion be granted, would one of the prieets from the Chancery
or the Sgminary be able to help out here at St. Jolm's?

I have mentioned this to Monsignor 0'Day previous to writing this letter.
Everything meete with his approval, pending Your Excellenoy's permission for
me to write an affirmative reply to Sister Madeleva.

I would be very graeteful should Your Exoellency grant this request. I em
very much interested in thie lkind of work —- with oconsiderable thenks to

your interest in allowing me to begin and develop thie kind of priestly work.
While I am on this subject at the moment, the Laymen's Retreat in Winona

was blessed by God -~ the men secmed plemsed and satisfied with the results of
the wonderful week-end we shared at Retreat time. I would deerly appreciate
Your Excellency's keeping me in mind next summer as a poseible Retreat Msster
for one of the Women's Bétreate that will be ascheduled at thet time.

I trust that you will not think that I am being remies in my parochial duties
in requesting euch permieelons ae contained in this letter. Needless to sey,
you lmow that I will be grateful for whatever opportunities thet may be mine

in this work.
Enclosed, please find my check for the Seminary fund.
With personsl best wishes, I centinue to remain,
Obediently in Ohrist,

G A Q,,,g,g.
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September 4, 1951

Reverend Willlam D. Curtls
Church of 8t. John '
Roohester, Minnesota

Dear Father Curtils,

I have reoeived your letter with the request
for permiaaion to confuct a retreat at St. Mary ‘s College,
Notre Dame, Indiana, October 29 « November 1. I am very
pleaaed to hear cof thie rboognltion that ie given to you
and will be happy to have you avall youraelf of the op-
portunity provided 1t 1s satisfactory for Monsignor O'Day
and that you are able to supply a subatitute.

I agree that 1t ‘would be better if you could
seoure help from the Dominloans at 8t. Peter Martyr
Priory sinoe the priests at the Chancery and at the Sem-
inary are usually fully oocupied.

I recelved very many oommendations for the splen-
#1d retreat whieh you conduoted for the laymen and I will
be happy to keep you in mind for any future assignments
that may arlse.

With kindest regarde and best wishes, I beg
to remaln

Sinoerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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The Church of Saint John

415 FIRST STREET SOUTHWEST

ROCHESTER, MINNESOTA

January 2, 1952

The Moat Reverend Bdward A, Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winone, Minnesota

Your Excellencys

Enclosed, pleamse find my check to the amount of thirty dollars
($%0.00) to be credited to repeyment of my seminary education.

I belisve that with this check, my obligation will be completely
repayed ~- financially.

I do not wish to tarminaté completely any financlel assistance

I may give toward the Seminary. For that reason, I will send a
check occasionally for Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary. I

wieh that you would keep this confidential. I have no income
other than that whith I receive from my' priestly work, and do

not wish to give any other impression. Nor do I wish others to
suspect that I am currylng any particular favor. But I dotfeel
that extra finencial sacrifice on my part for furthérance of the
priesthood is a sacrifice I can well make ~- and I feel, and want,
that God would bless my work more in trying to encourage vocations
in those He might commit to my guidance and juriediction. If at
any time Your Excellency would wish these small contributions
directed in other channels, I will be happy to comply. I do not
pretend that they will emount to much -- but everything does add

upe.
With kindest personal regards, and praying God's many blessings

upon your work and decisions in the new year already upon us, I

remain,
!

Sincerely yours in Ohrist,
e \h“
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January 3, 1952

fievéerend Wiliiam D. Curtis
Churoch of 8t. John
Rochegter, Minnesota

Dear Father Curtis,

I wish to thank you for the check of $30.00
which completes your repeyment on your seminary education.
I wish to congratulate you on the fidelity thet you have
shown in taking osre of this obligetion. I realize the
gaorifice it muet be; but I am sure that God's blessings

wWill be upon you.

'~ I am particularly pleased with the sentiments
of generosity which you expressed in your letter with the
inténtion of doing what you can in the future to assist
in the preperation of young men for % he Holy Priesthood,
Whatever offerings you may have available to make for this
purpose you may send through this office ag we have many
callp upon us to assist needy and demerving young men to
attaln that high goel.

) _ With kindest regards and very beat wishes, I
beg to remein

8incerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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EHHACULATE HEART OF MARY SEMINARY

Rev. William B Gt
Church of St John Rochester

Paid $250 00 ‘January. 3, 1952
Seminary obligation Batisfied

Dinsa -19/Q5f o

.v.12/9/52-r 15,000

WC000081
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Junes 26, 1952

Reverend Williem D. Curtis
Church of St, Jom
Rachester, Mimmesota

Deer Father Curtis,

' T am hereby appointing you as Viear Sub-
gtitute for Father Berrum in charge of the parishes
at FPountain and Wykof'f from July 1 until August 1.

. I trust that you may find your work most
pleasant end succegeful during that time, You may
arrange to teke your vecatlon of two weeks after
that date end T will arrange for an appointment for
you to begin on Auguet 27.

With kindeat repgards and best wlishes, I
beg to remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bisghop of Winona

occ. Msgr. O'Day
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July 22, 1952

Reverend Willlam D, Curtis
st. ILawrence 0'Toole Church
Fountain, Minnesota '

Dear Father Gurtis-,‘

_ T em pleased to appoint you to be Pastor of
St. Lawrence 0'Toole Parish at Fountain end St. Xillan
Parish at Wykoff, effective s of August 5. I am sure
that you will find meny opport:nities to exercise your
geal and ability in the spirltuel and materlal adninleg-
tration of these perighes.

: With kindest regards and best wishes, I beg
to remzain :

Sincerely yourg in Christ,

Bighop of Winons

Kindly arrange wlth Monsignor Coleman, the Dean, for
your formal installation.

WC000083
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PROFESSIONIS FIDEI ET IURISIURANDI FORMULA

Praescripta in Motu Proprlo ‘*Sacrorum Antistitum’' Pii PP, X. die 1. mensis Sept., anni 1910.

Ego, N.N.,...

firma fide credo et profiteor omnia et singula, quae continentur insymbglo Fidei, quo sancta Rom-
ana'Ecclesia utitur, videlicet: Credo in unum Deum, Patrem omnipotentem, factorem caeli et terrae,
visibilium omnium et invisibilium. Et in unum Dominum lesum Christum, Filium Dei unigenitum.
Et ex Patre natum ante omnia saecula. Deum de Deo, lumen de lumine, Deum verum de Deo vero.
Genitum, non factum, consubstantialem Patri: per quem omnia facta sunt. Qui propter nos homi-
nes et propter nostram salutem descendit de caelis. Et incarnatus est de Spiritu Sancto ex Maria
Virgine, et Homo factus est. Crucifixus etiam pro nobis; sub Pontio Pilato passus, et sepultus
est. Et resurrexit tertia die, secundum Scripturas. Et ascendit in caelum, sedet ad dexteram Patris.
Et iterum venturus est cum gloria iudicare vivos et mortuos; cuius regni non erit finis. Et in Spi-
ritum Sanctum, Dominum, et vivificantem; qui ex Patre Filioque procedit. Qui cum Patre et Filio
simul adoratur et conglorificatur, qui locutus est per Prophetas. Et Unam, Sanctam, Catholicam
et Apostolicam Ecclesiam. Confiteor unum Baptisma in remissionem peccatorum. Et expecto
resurrectionem mortuorum. Et vitam venturi saeculi. Amen. Apostolicas et ecclesiasticas traditiones,
reliquasque eiusdem Ecclesiae observationés et constitutiones firmissime admitto et amplector.
Item sacram Scripturam iuxta eum sensum, quem tenuit et tenet sancta Mater Ecclesia, cuius est
iudicare de vero sensu et interpretatione sacrarum Scripturarum, admitto; nec eam unquam, nisj
juxta unanimem consensum Patrum, accipiam et interpreta bor. Profiteor quoque septem esse vere
et proprie Sacramenta novae Legis a lesu Christo Domino nostro instituta, atque ad salutem hu-
mani generis, licet non omnia singulis, necessaria, scilicet, Baptismum, Confirmationem, Eucharis-
tiam, Paenitentiam, Extremam Unctionem, Ordinem et Matrimonium: illaque gratiam conferre;
et ex his Baptismum, Confirmationem et Ordinem sine sacrilegio reiterari non posse. Receptos
quoque et ‘approbatos Ecclesiae Catholicae ritus in supradictorum omnium. Sacramentorum -sol-
lemni administratione recipio et admitto. Omnia et singula, quae de peccato originali et de iustifi-
catione in sacrosancta Tridentina Synodo definita et declarata fuerunt, amplector et recipio. Profiteor
pariter in Missa offerri Deo verum, proprium et propitiatorium Sacrificium pro vivis et defunctis;
atque in sanctissimo Eucharistiae sacramento esse vere, realiter et substantialiter Corpus et San-
guinem una cum anima et divinitate Domini nostri lesu Christi, fierique conversionem totius

substantiae panis in corpus et totius substantiae vini in Sanguinem, quam conversionem Catholica
Ecclesia Transubstantiationem appellat. Fateor etiam sub altera tantum specie totum atque inte-
grum Christum, verumque Sacramentum sumi. Constanter teneo Purgatorium esse, animasque
ibi detentas fidelium suffragiis iuvari. Similiter et Sanctos una cum Christo regnantes venerandos
atque invocandos esse, eosque orationes Deo pro nobis offerre, atque eorum Reliquias esse vene-
randas. Firmiter assero imagines Christi, ac Deiparae semper Virginis, nec non aliorum Sanctorum
habendas et retinendas esse, atque eis debitum honorem ac venerationem impertiendam. Indulgen-
tidrum etiam potestatem a Christo in Ecclesia relictam fuisse, illarumque usum Christiano populo
maxime salutarem esse affirmo. Sanctam, Catholicam et Apostolicam Romanam Ecclesiam, omnium
ecclesiarum matrem et magistram agnosco, Romanoque Pontifici, beati Petri Apostolorum Principis
successori, ac lesu Christi Vicario veram obedientiam spondeo ac iuro. Caetera item omnia a sacris
Canonibus et Oecumenicis Conciliis, ac praecipue a sacrosancta Tridentina Synodo, et ab oecumenico
Concilio Vaticano tradita, definita ac declarata, praesertim de Romani Pontificis Primatu et infalli-
bili magisterio, indubitanter recipio atque profiteor; simulque contraria omnia, atque haereses
quascumque ab Ecclesia damnatas et reiectas et anathematizatas, ego pariter damno, reiicio, et
anathematizo. Hanc veram Catholicam [idem, extra quam nemo salvus esse potest, quam in
praesenti sponte profiteor et veraciter teneo, eandem integram et inviolatam usque ad extremum
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vitae spiritum constantissime, Deo adiuvante, retinere et confiteri, atque a meis subditis, seu illis,
quorum cura ad me in munere meo spectabit, teneri, et doceri et praedicari, quantum in me erit,

curaturum, ego idem N. spondeo, voveo ac iuro.

Item firmiter amplector ac recipio
omnia et singula, quae ab inerranti Ecclesiae
magisterio definita, adserta ac declarata sunt,
praesertim ea doctrinae capita, quae huius
temporis erroribus directo adversantur. Ac
primum quidem Deum, rerum omnium prin-
cipium et finem, naturali rationis lumine per
ea quae facta sunt, hoc est, per visibilia crea-
tionis opera, tamquam causam per effectus,
certo €ognosci, adeoque demonstrari etiam
posse, profiteor. Secundo: Externa revelationis
argumenta, hoc est, facta divina, in primisque
miracula et prophetias admitto et agnosco
tamquam signa certissima divinitus ortae
Christianae Religionis, eademque teneo aeta-
tum omnium atque hominum, etiam huius
temporis, intelligentiae esse maxime accommo-
data. Tertio: Firma pariter fide credo, Eccle-
siam, verbi revelati custodem et magistram,
per ipsum verum atque historicum Christum,
cum apud nos degeret, proxime ac directo
institutam, eandemque super Petrum, aposto-
licae hierarchiae principem eiusque in aevum
successores aedificatam. Quarto: Fidei doctri-
nam ab Apostolis per orthodoxos Patres eodem
sensu eademque semper sententia ad nos usque
transmissam, sincere recipio; ideoque prorsus
reiicio haereticum commentum evolutionis dog-
matum, ab uno in alium sensum transeuntium,
diversum ab eo, quem prius habuit Ecclesia;
pariterque damno errorem omnem, quo divino
deposito, Christi Sponsae tradito ab Eaque
fideliter custodiendo, sufficitur philosophicum
inventum, vel creatio humanae conscientiae,
hominum conatu sensim efformatae et in
posterum indefinito progressu perficiendae.
Quinto: Certissime teneo ac sincere profiteor,
Fidem non esse caecum sensum religionis e
latebris subconscientiae erumpentem, sub pres-
sione cordis et inflexionis voluntatis moraliter
informatae, sed verum assensum intellectus
veritati extrinsecus acceptae ex auditu, quo
nempe, quae a Deo personali, creatore ac
domino nostro dicta, testata et revelata sunt,
vera esse credimus, propter Dei auctoritatem
summe veracis.

Me etiam, qua par est reverentia, subiicio
totoque animo adhaereo damnationibus, de-

“I . ... firmly hold and accept each and
every definition of the unerring teaching of the
Church, with all she has maintained and de-
clared, but especially those points of doctrine
which expressly combat the errors of our time.
[n the first place | profess my belief that God,
the beginning and end of all, can be certainly
known and therefore proved to exist by the
natural light of reason from the things that
are made, that is, from the visible works of the
creation as a cause [rom its effect. Next I
recognize and acknowledge the external argu-
ments of revelation, that is, divine facts, espe-
cially miracles and prophecies, as most certain
signs of the divine origin of the Christian
religion, and [ hold that these are altogether
suited to the understanding of every age and
of all men, also of our times. Thirdly, I likewise
hold with firm faith that the Church, the guar-
dian and exponent of the revealed Word, was
proximately and directly founded by the true
and historic Christ Himself, while He dwelt
amongst us, and that she was also built upon
Peter, the Prince of the Apostolic Hierarchy,
and upon his successors to the end of time.
Fourthly, | sincerely accept the teaching of
faith as transmitted down to us from the
Apostles through the orthodox Fathers in the
same sense ang even in the same wording; and,
therefore, I wholly reject the heretical notions
of the evolution of dogmas, which pass from
one sense to another alien to that which the
Church held from the start; and I likewise con-
demn every error whereby is substituted for
the divine deposit; entrusted by Christ to His
Sﬁouse and by Her to be faithfully guarded, a
philosophic system or the creation of a human
consciousness, gradually relined by the striving
of men and finally to be perfected hereafter by
indefinite progress. Filthly, | hold for certain
and sincerely profess that [aith is not a blind
religious sense making its way out of the hidden
regions of the sub-liminal consciousness, moral-
ly tinged by the influence of heart and will, but
is a true assent of the intellect to truth received
from without by hearing, an assent whereby
we believe to be true, because of the authority
of the all-true God, whatever by the personal
God, our Creator and Lord, has been spoken,
testified and revealed.

“] further; with all due reverence, submit
and with my whole mind adhere to all the con-
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clarationibus, praescriptis . omnibus, quae in
Encyclicis litteris “Pascendi” et in Decreto
“|_amentabili” continentur, praesertim circa
eam quam historiam dogmatum vocant. Idem
reprobo errorem affirmantium, propositam ab
Ecclesia fidem posse historiae repugnare, et
Catholica dogmata, quo sensu nunc intelli-
guntur, cum verioribus Christianae religionis
originibus componi non posse. Damno quoque
ac reiicio eorum sententiam, qui dicunt,
Christianum hominem eruditiorem induere per-
sonam duplicem, aliam credentis, aliam his-
torici, quasi liceret historico ea retinere, quae
credentis fidei contradicant, aut praemissas
adstruere, ex quibus consequatur dogmata esse
aut falsa aut dubia, modo haec directo non
denegentur. Reprobo pariter eam Scripturae
Sanctae diiudicandae atque interpretandae
rationem, quae, Ecclesiae traditione, analogia
Fidei, et Apostolicae Sedis normis posthabitis,
rationalistarum commentis inhaeret, et criticen
textus velut unicam supremamque regulam,
haud minus licenter quam temere amplectitur.
Sententiam praeterea illorum relicio qui tenent,
doctori disciplinae historicae theologicae tra-
dendae, aut iis de rebus scribenti seponendam
prius esse opinionem ante conceptam sive de
supernaturali origine Catholicae traditionis,
sive de promissa divinitus ope ad perennem
conservationem uniuscuiusque revelati veri;
deinde scripta Patrum singulorum interpretanda
solis scientiae principiis, sacra qualibet auctori-
tate seclusa, eaque iudicii libertate, qua profana
quaevis monumenta solent investigari. In
universum denique me alienissimum ab errore
profiteor, quo modernistae tenent in sacra
traditione nihil inesse divini; aut, quod longe
deterius, pantheistico sensu illud admittunt;
ita ut nihil iam restet nisi nudum factum et
simplex, communibus historiae factis aequan-
dum; hominum nempe sua industria, sollertia,
ingenio scholam a Christo eiusque Apostolis
inchoatam per subsequentes aetates continuan-
tium. Proinde fidem Patrum firmissime retineo
et ad extremum vitae spiritum retinebo, de
charismate veritatis certo, quod est, fuit eritque
semper in episcopatus ab Apostolis successione;
non ut id teneatur quod melius et aptius videri
possit secundum suam cuiusque aetatis cul-
turam, sed ut nunquam aliter credatur, nunquam
aliter intelligatur absoluta et immutabilis veri-
tas ab initio per Apostolos praedicata.

demnations, declarations, and ordinances con-
tained in the Encyclical letter Pascendi and in
the Decree Lamentabili, particularly regarding
what is called the history of Dogma.

“] also reject the error of those who aver
that the Faith proposed by the Church may
be in conflict with history, and that Catholic
dogmas in the sense in which they are now
understood cannot be harmonized with the
more truthful “origins’ of Christianity, More-
over, [ condemn and reject the opinion which
declares that a Christian man of better culture
can assume a dual personality, one as a believer
and another as an historian, as if it were per-
missible for the historian to hold fast what his
faith as a believer contradicts, or to lay down
premises from which there follows the falsity
or the uncertainty of dogmas, provided only
that these are not directly denied. Likewise [
reject that method of estimating and interpret-
ing Holy Writ, which, setting aside the Church’s
tradition and the analogy of Faith and the
rules of the Apostolic See, adopts the rationa-
lists’ principles and with equal arbitrariness and
rashness considers criticism of the text the one
only supreme rule. Furthermore, | reject the
opinion of those who hold that a teacher of the
science of Historical Theology or the writer on
the subject must first put aside the notions pre-
viously conceived about the supernatural origin
of Catholic tradition or about the divine aid
promised for the perpetual preservation of
each revealed truth; then, that the writings of
individual Fathers must be interpreted solely
by the data of science, without any reference
to sacred authority, and with that freedom of
judgment wherewith every profane record is
usually examined.

“Finally and in general, | declare myself to
be far removed from the error of the modernists
who hold that in sacred tradition there is
nothing inherently divine; or who—far worse
still—admit it in a pantheistic sense; so that
thus there would remain only a bare simple
fact equal to the ordinary facts of history, viz.,
that the school starteJ by Christ and His
Apostles finds, in the ages that follow, men to
carry it on by their energy, their skill, and their
genius. Wherefore most firmly do | retain and
to my last breath will | retain the Faith of the
Fathers of the.Church concerning the sure
endowment of truth, which is, has been, and
ever will be in the succession of the Episcopate
from the Apostles; not in such a way that what
seerns best and most fitting according to the
refinement of each age may be held, l;ut that
the absolute and unchangeable truth preached
from the beginning hy the Apostles may never
in any different wise be believed, never in any
different wise be understood.
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Haec omnia spondeo me fideliter, in-
tegre sincereque servaturum et inviola-
biliter custoditurum, nusquam ab ils sive
in docendo sive quomodolibet verbis scrip-
tisque deflectendo. Sic spondeo, sic iuro,
sic me Deus adjuvet, et haec sancta Dei
Evangelia.

Subscribitur..»

Ex loco..... (A EAnsredln L

[ TNy S——

Iuramentum tite coram nobis emissu% testamur.

All this 1 promise that I will faithfully,
entirely and sincerely keep and inviolably
guard, and from this never in teaching or
howsoever by word or writing in the least
depart. So I promise, so 1 swear, so help
me God and these His holy gospels.

N/ :{ulm ....... ff _________ . B e

Episcopus (vel Delegatus EPiSCOP).rcmsoemmerecmsrerenenes

1Sj quis autem, quod Deus avertat, iusiurandum violare ausus fuerit, ad Sancti Officii tribunal
illico deferatur.” (Motu Proprio uSacrorum Antistitum.”) . .

REMARKS
1. The Profession of Faith is made and the Qath taken before the Ordinary of the place or

his Delegate by: ,
a) the Vicar General,
b) the Diocesan Consultors,
¢) the Censor of books,
d) Pastors,

¢) Confessors and Preachers before they receive the faculty to exercise their functions,

f) Clerics called to Subdeaconship,

g) Superiors and Professors in the Grand Seminary.
(CI. C. 1406 et Motu Prop. Pii PP. X., Sept. |. 1910.)

2. When several take the Oath at the same time, one may read the formula aloud; at the end
each one, placing his hand on the gospels reads the words “Haec omnia spondeo,” etc., and signs

his name. (S. C. Consist. Oct. 25, 1910.)

3. The document is to be kept in the safe of the diocesan curia.
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Decree of Possession

In Nomine Domini. Amen.

Under the Roman Pontificate of His Holiness, Pope Pius XIT

The Most Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald being Ordinary of the Diocese of Winona,

I,_Rt. Rev. Mpgr. William F. Coleman _ Dean of this district and delegate

of the Most Reverend Ordinary, give to the

gRgngr end WILLIAM D. CURTIS

the possession of the

';lﬁarigh' pf St. Iawrence 0'Toole , __Fountain, Minnesota ,

NAME OF CHURCH and NAME OF CITY

Parish of St. Kilian Wykoff, Mimnesota
to which he has been canonically appointed, in the presence of

s e ) BT da ). and jf’ﬂ"w-

WITNESS WITNESS

The Reverend William D. Curtis is now

canonically installed in the possession of this parochial benefice, as this act of

v
/0 - AF Crtg cret (752 , testifies.

theeat ;
I YEAR

DAY J MONTH -—
\é._ 4 3 . ‘) . @441(4/
- Witness

VL

Dean

This document is to be signed before the services and is read after the transfer of the symbols
of pastoral prerogatives and powers,
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February 27, 1953

His Excellency

The Most Reverend James H. Griffiths, J.C.D.
Militaxy Ordinariate

30 Zast 51at Street

Fov York City, Nev Toark

Your Excellsncy,

I am plessed to be able to inform you that I have granted
permission for the Reverend Willism D. Curtis, age 33, a priest of

‘the Diocesa of Winens, to enlist as & chaplain in the avmed fordes.

I am sure that Yather Curtis will be an efficient, sealous and co-
operative chaplain in that vork since he hsa done excellent work
with the young people in the diccese.

He vas ordained May 3, 1947, for the Diocese of Wincma
and has sinae serve as Assistant at the Pro-Cathedral in Winona,

at Bt. Johw''s Parish in Rochester,and since last Juns he has been
Pastor at Fountain, Mimesota. ’

1 have imfoomed him thet he should write to you to
avalt further directioms. I em hoping that he may not be called
for service before June when I will have the crdinations.

" With kindest regards and best vishes, I beg to remain

fingerely yours in Christ,

RBishop of Winona
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CARDINAL'S RESIDENCE
452 MADISON AVENUE
NeEw YORK 22

March 3, 1953

His Excellency

Mogst Rev, Edward A, Fitzgerald, D.D,
Bishon of Winons,

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your EXcellency:

Bishop Griffiths tells me that you have been good enough

to release the Reverend William D, Curtis, a pastor of

your Diccese, in order that he might serve as a chaplain

with the Armed Forces.

Realizing the demands made on you, I wish you to know that

I am grateful for this expression of your cooperation atb

a time when the need is truly critical,

With renewed thanks and cordial good wighes, I remain
Sincerely yours in Christ,
FRANCIS CARDINAL SPELLMAN
Military Vicar.
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Church of St. Lawrence 0'Toole

Fountain, Minnesota

March 14, 1953

The Most Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

¥Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellencys

Thie morning I received the neceseary papers from the Alr Force
Department in Weshington to begin the prooeseing of my recent
applicatione There is quite a bit of information desired, and
I am beginning to gather this informetion in.

Among the many papers and items desired:dy the Alr Force, there
is a request for the proper Eocleslastical endorsement of my
application. This endorsement must be forwarded DIREOTLY to the
following addresss

Ohlef of Btaff, USAF

Washingtm 25’ D.C. .

Attention: Chief of Alr Force Cheplaine

I will apprediate Your Exoellehoy'a kindness in caring for fhis
maetter at your convenlencs.

I wish to thenk you for your kind letter this paét week. I read
the article enclosed with the letter, and can only hope that I
will measure up to the standarde that sre deemed so neceseary.

It ie almost needless to eay that I am greteful for Your Exoellency'e
expreesed confidence in permitting me this assigmment. I ask the

faver of your prayere that God will bless my work and protect my
11fe in the years that are ahead. - :

With my kindeet regards, I continue to remaln,

Regpactfully yours in Christ,

P W
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March 18, 1953

Chief of Staff, USAF
Waphington 25, D. C,

Attentioni Chief of Alr Force Cheplains

Since I have granted the request of the Reverend
William D, Curtis, Catholic Pastor at Fountsin, Minnesota
to enlist as a chaplain in the U. S, Air Force, I am
pleased to recommend him for this aspignment.

Father Curtig 1s en excellent priest and hes served
very capably in the Diocese of Winona during the past slx
years ap sasplptent and es pastor. During those plx years
he also perved for two years as cheplain of the Newmen
Club at the Teacherg College in Winona where he did most
sucoessful work with young people. I am sure that he
wlll prove to be an efficlemt and zealous chaplain,

It 18 with regret that I have permitted him a leave
of absence from the dlocese for chanlain gervice because
of my great need for priests; but I have been motivated
by the thought that the armed forces has great need for
good ehaplains. ' - ;

‘Sincerely yours,

Mogt Rev. Edward A. Fitzgerald

Bishop of Winona
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April 22, 1953

Reverend Williem D. Curtis
St, Lawrence O'Toole Church
Fountéin, Minnesota -

Dear FSther Curtis,

I heve recelved your letter of April 18 emnd I
note thet a Note of the dlocese hes been sent to you in
the emount of #125,00 for the cemetery funds invested
here. :

Herewith I am ancloging the copy of your Will
which hag been on file here, and I have mede & notation
Ain the file to that effect. '

I can well imagins that you are being rumhed
these days to prepare for a2 sgudden departure, I find my-
gelf in somewhat the ssme position even though I know
definitely that I will not be leaving here until June 1.

I 8511 from New York on June 20; but I plan to spend a
11tt1le time with the folks before then, If the opportuni-
ty presents itself, I should be delighted to Join you for
dinner provided that there are no confllets and unfore~

seen circumstances.

With cordiel best wishes and kindest personsl
greetings, I an '

Sinperely yours in Christ,
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April 27, 1953

Reverend Willlam D, Curtis
St. Lawrence 0'Toole Church
Fountain, Mimnesota

Dear Father Curtis,

Since the date of your call for service in the
Alr Porce 1s indefinite, I am enclosing herewith a form
for your resignation as postor of Fountaln and Wykoff to
be effective as of May 12 in order that 1 may meRe an
appointment for those parlsghes.

If your call hag not come before that date, I
apgk that you report to St. Joseph Hospltal at Mankato to
gerve as resident chaplain for the hospltal until you
leave for Army servlce.

I wish to take thle occaslon to express to you
nmy appreciation for the gzealous work that you have done
in the Diocese of Winona as astistent at St. Thomas in
Winona and St. Jomn's in Rochester, end as pastor during’
the vast year, I wish you every bleselng in the new
responsibillities thet you will assume as &n Army chaplain
end hope that you may be able to return to the diocese for
future work after you have served your term of aduby.

With kindest regards and best wlshes, I beg to
remain

Sinocerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

WCO000095



WC

Church of 5t. Lawrence OToole

Fountain, Minnesota

April 29, 1955

The Most Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winone, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

Enclosed, you will please find the signed form of my =
resignation from the perishes of Fountein and ®ykoff, =~ -
I am returning them immediately that you might proceed
with your plane for these parishea -~ for as you mentioned,
since my time for call to the Air Force i1s so indefinite,
1t does meke for complicatione pertinent to appointments.

I am happy to comply with your wishes by way of expressing
my gratitude for your many kindnesses to me.

» 0f whom you spoke in a rather con-
¢erned manner when she began to keep house for me, wes
diemisged this week in a definitely abrupt manner. In
fact, I called the sheriff to get her out of town. Without
any hesitation, I feel quite correct in surmising she went
"off-besm" Sunday evening while my Wykoff Study Olub wae
here, 1 mention this in broad outline intil I have a
chance t0 ese you personally, for I presume she will be
writing to you. Such was her last statement as she left

town -~ with the sheriff.

I wish to thank Your Excellency again for your kindly
interest in what little I have trled to do in my priestly
work thus far -- and for your consideration in permitting
me to assume Chaplain's duty with the Air Force. I am
looking forward to this new work with a conelderable amount
of enthusiesm, but when the years come to term for that
work I will look forward to returning to the Diocese to re-

sutle my work here.

1 esk your special favor of remembrence in prayer and Hesa
that God will bless wy work and protect my life in the couree
of my years in the Alr Force.

With kindest personal regards, I continue to remain,

Respectfully youre in Christ,
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Hig Excellency

The Most Reverend Edward A. Fltzgerald, D. D.
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency,

I herewith tender my resignation as vastor of
St. Lawrence 0'Toole Church, Fountain, and St. Kilian
Church, Wykoff, effective May 12, 1953, to accept a
chaplainey with the U. S. Air Force,

#3
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Mey 19, 1953

Reverend William D, Curtis
8%, Lawrence 0'Tools Church
Fountain, Minnesota

Dear Fepther Curtls,

I have notifled Sister Nary Margeret at St.
Jogeph's Hospltal in Mankato that you will report there
on May 12. Since the new hognital 1s mot entirely com-
pleted, mccommodations will be avallable for you at the
014 St. Jomeph's on Fifth end Washington Street in Men-
kato where you will reside until you can oooupy the
apartment at the new hoepital.

gince they do not expect to move Ilnto the new
hogpital until the last week in Mey, you have permlpsion

- 4f you wish to teke a two weeks! vacetion; but Af you do

g0, Kindly notify Sister Mary Margaret concerning your
plang .

Father Corocoran will report at Fountain on
May 12, :

With kindest regerds and best wishes, I beg to
remain :

Sincerely yourge in Christ,

Bishop of Winone
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Mey 28, 1953

Reverend Williem D. Curtis
"8t. Joseph's Church
Mankato, Mimnesota

Deer Father Curtis,

Congratulstions on your appointment as a
First Lieutenant in the U. S, Air Foroe.,

. 'This lettér came this morning snd 1 ore-
gumed to opem it as I thought it might be something
urgent and es & consequence I could call you., 1 em
enclosging the letter herewith po that you may sign
it end return it to the proper officer, I presume
that you will be ocalled soon.

Wishing you succegs in your néw dutles,
I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Biphop of Winons

éenc.
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Bt. Joseph's Hospital
Tor. Jifth an Wishinglon: Ste.

SMankato, Minn.

May 30, 1953

The Most Reverend Edward A. Fitsgerald
Bishop of Winona '

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

I received your congratulatory letter this morning, together with

the enclosed appointment., I am grateful for both, and am in fond
hopes that I will meet with a certain measure of success and happiness
in the work that is ahéad for me,

I will be goiny to Minneapolis Monday, June 1lst, to take my Oath

of Office. Th® returming of that document will signify my acceptance
of the appointment. Whatever details follow upon that will be for-
warded to you ag I am notified of them,

Since so many of these Atmms seem to have such an indefinite
characteristic, I was wondering what Your Excellency's mind might
be relative to my Annual Retreat, I am scheduled for one of the
Diocesan Retreats with the Priests, and should I still be here,
am I to make that Retreat? Or would it be possible for me to
make a private Retreat before leaving for the Service. Al any
rate, I don't want to miss the opporunity of making a Retreat
before taking the step into “haplain duty.

Iikewisky I want to mention that I have given the Chancery Address
as my permanent home address while I will be in the Air Force. I
cannot depend upon any other address, since my mother may move to
enother address depending upon the nature of her work; my sisters
and brother may do the same; and my father is confined to a hespital
for the rest of his life. Consequently, relative to any important
mail or notifications I feel that the Chancery Address is the safest

bet.

My file number is the following: Cjaplain (1st Lt.) Willlam Doran
Curtis, A0 2 253 738, AFRes. I will notify you at all times relative
to change of address. I plan on seeing you as soon as possible when
my assigmment is given me, for I presume you will have some final
directions to give me.
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SBt. Yosepl’s Fospitsl
Qor. JHih and Fashington Sis.

Memkato, M.

D=

with my. kindest personal regards, and asking the favor of your
prayers that God will bless my work in the years ahead, I continue
to remain,

Respectfully yours in Christ

WC000100



WwC

N
-y

sy o tovsl ool malas s

, e T
n = g weow v oe2eld [Efw Dol o

(2OUSLET lhrro"mqvl?m?i’gsg Ao i

YT OBNAVETY

augidnoes T s

JObsmer od

FopedS 0 ease (UL tdonge sl

.. Reverend William D, Curtis
Sty JogephFei Haspitdt)
Manktato, Minnesota

Dear Father Curtls,

I thenk you for the letter with the information
concerning the development of your commission with the
Air FOI"OB.

In regard to retreat, 1if you wlsh to do s0 you
may arrange to meke a private retreat before leaving for
the service, If you wish, you may mske the retreat be-
ginning on June 22 with the prleste of the dlocese, All
that I ask 1g that you let me know in time what your
pleasure 1s in this matter. I will be happy to see you
before you leave the dlocese.

With kindest regards and best wishes, I beg to
renain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bighop of Winons
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3. Yoeepl’s Hospital
Tor. Jfth wnd Washinglor Ste.

Mankata, Miinn.

June 6, 1933

The Host leverend Edward A. Fitzgerald
Bishop of Vinona
275 Harriet Street

Tinona, lMinmnesota

Your Ixcellency:

In reply to your letter of June 1, with your kind permission
1 would prefer to make a privete retreat before leaving for
the service, In the long run, this course of action might
be the bebter. Ly actual call to duty is still indefinite;
congequently, I would prefer not being scheduled for a
definite retreat and then have to postpone such plans. Or
should I make the diocesan retreat, notification might

" arrive relative Lo my assignment.,

I"vill notify Your Jixcellency immediately upon receipt of
ny assigment -~ and at the same time will let you know
vhere I plan to make my private retrezt,

I am grateful for Your ixcellency's kindness in allowing me
to make my choice in this matter,

The new quarters for the Chaplain at St. Joseph's Hospital
are more than comfortable and pleasant -- I can't help but
think that all of this will be quite a contrast to an army
cot!

With my kindest personal regards alvays, I continue to remain,

Respectfully yours in Christ,

Fa William Doran Curtis
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St. Joeepl's Hospital
Tor. Fifih and Paalington Ste_

Mankato, Minn.

Juna 19, 1953

The Most Reverend Edward A, Fitzgerald
Bishop of Wihona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

As you know, I have received my assigmment to actlive duty --
and T am writing to give you the final details in this regard,

I have been assigned to Lowry Air Force Base in Denver, Colo-
rado, and an to report there July 15th, From what I can make
out of the notificatim sent to me, the complete address
while there willle the following:

CH (lst Tt) William D, Curtis, A0-2253738, AFRes
3L25th Tech Tng Wg (ATRC)

Lowry Air Force Base

Denver, Colorado

Sinee the assigmment has came through, and you have requested
me toremain here at St, Joseph!s umtil July 1st, I would like
to seek Your Excellency's permission to follow through on
these plans for myself before my departure: --

Primarily, I would like to make my Retreat from July lst to
July 5th — . '

Between the 5Sth and 10th of July, I would like to have some
dental work done —

If possible, I would like to leave Mankato on the 10th of
July and drive to Denver.

If you would kindly permit me to remaln 1n Mankato when I
finish my work here at St. Joseph's, it would mean much
toward realizing these plans,

T hope to het to Winona in the very near future -- and at
that time, totbe able to see you.
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I was plearged to meet you on Seturday even-
ing and to learn that 21l plans were completed for
your inductlon inte the Srmed forces for your essigm-
ment at Lowry Fileld on July 15.- You have my per-
migslon to take & vacetion from July 1 untll your
doparture for Denver,

I again wish to assure you of my earnest
prayers that Cod may gulde you in your new dutles amd
that you may be an efficlent end zsalous chaplain,

With kindest regerds and best wiches, I
beg to remaln

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

wWC000104



WwC

Bt Josepl’s Hospitul
Uor. JHth and Wushingtmr St

Mankato, Mo
2=

I will be grateful if you feel you can grant permission for me to
utilize the time betwsen the first and the tenth of July as I have
outlined above.

With my kindest personal regards, I continue to remainm,

Respectfully yours in Christ,

. G
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DENVER, COLORADC

1 August 1953

The Most Reverend Edward A, Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

Greétings and salutations of the best kind from the Rocky Mountain
area!l As of the present time, I am yet quite q green Lieutenant
struggling along with all the major problems of the United States
Air Force. However, in due time, :I am confildent that the shade of
greeén will give away to the full kjowledge that comes with the Air

Force Bluse!

Frankly, Your Excellency, I am more.than happy with my work -~ and
am grateful for your kindness in permitting this work to be my par-
ticular priestly experience for a few years, My assignment at Lowry
is a wonderful opportunity in so many ways. The Base here 1s a
training bese, and there are many young men for whom so much can be
done, My office 1s quite the busy place &1l day, and I feel that I
am accomplishing something very worth while. At least I hope so.

My particular work, of course, centers around a good deal of advice
and counseling. I have been assigned the Chaplaln duty to a couple
of large squadrons, and the Base Prison. The Prison work I have -
enjoyed thoroughly. In general, the day goes by very rapidly -- and
sometimes I would prefer an extra hour or two in addition to the
usuel twenty-four. "
Father Travers, the senior Catholic Chaplain here with me, has been
in the Service for about six years, and 1s a very fine man -- to say
nothing of the fact of his exemplary priesthood., All in all, my start
in this work has been characterized with many fine things.

I am enclosing my monthly report along with thie letter. I want to keep
in touch with you each month this way -- and in turn, although I know you
are busy, I certainly would appreclate a word from "home" once in & while,

Please remember me to the priests of the Diocese -~ especlally the men
around Winoua, I am confident that my Intentions and my work remain in
your prayers, and I will continue grateful for the kindness of your
prayers that my work may continue and grow as it has begun,

Respectfully in Christ,
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R August 7, 1953
Reverend Williﬁm Curtis

Chaplain, Lowqy Air Force Base
Denver, Colorado '

Dear Father Curtis,

I was delighted to receive your letter and
monthly report and to learn that you havé become ad-
Justed to youn new work and find 1t interesting. I am
sure that you will find plenty to do as that 1s the
report which domes from the army Chaplains. I hope
that .1% remains as interesting for you, ; ,

' - Everything in tha diocese 1is about ‘the same
as when you 1ldf't, = has been at Saint Mary's
Hospitel, Rochéster, for the past two weeks where he
under -went surgery for a kidney aillment, He 1s making
Progress in regovering and should be able to leave the

~hospital next peek .,

We Wwill have two ceremonies’ at the Motherhouse
in Rochester  diring the coming week; Reception on August
12 and Profession on the 15.of August, It 1s always en-
couraging to s¢é an increase in the number of'. novices be-
eat need there is for Sisters. fi

‘ , has not been wall for
sometime -and the dootor informs ‘me that :his ailment 1s

cause of the

- of-& permanent: nature beocause of his 'age. At present he

Father Ed4 Mountain called a few days ago'and reported pro-
gress in his new assignment et Monterey. In fact, he 1s
anxious to open a Mission at Trumen, but I haveé not as yet
deoided 1f 1t is feasfble, , A

. You#}many'rrienda have ‘been asking about you
and I will be happy to extend your greetings to them. I
have received ford that Father Sheehan has arrived back
in England but has been given a new assignment. there. I
am hoping to sée him and Father McHugh when I go' to Europe
in October, ‘i _ Coua .

With| kindest regards and best wishes, I beg to
Sincerely yours in Christ,

{ a
) /

r Bishop of.:Wihona el

is living at Sgint Elizabeth's Hospital at Wabasha,

remain

{
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O/ﬁ'ce of the G/zaplat')z

LOWRY AIR FORCE mAsE
DENVER, COLORADO

1 Octoher 1953

The Most Reverend Edward A. Fltzgerald
Blshop of Wigona

275 Harrlet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Tour Excellency:

I am enclosing my monthly report, and it's pust a very broad outline
of the month's activities, Father Travers has been on a thirty dey
leave, and my belng the only Prie_st on the Base bas made the month

more than busy.

Nothing 1s definite as yet about my heading for Chaplain's School,
However, the more I think of the idea, the more I can't figure out
such apoliey, Should I &0 to School in the November gespion, I will
have been in the fleld four months -~ and by now I know the ropes

fairly well, I'm sure.

We got a letter from Bishop Griffiths the other day, along with a
copy of a letter from Cardinsl Spellman -- the contents conveying
one message only: a complete shortage of priests in the Chaplain's
Corps. And then -~ there is a regular turn about to take a man out
of duty and send him off to s chool for the sake of mere formalkiy,
It surely is hard to comprehend -~ and a general waste of monaey,

This Colorado weather has been the most ideal thing I have exper-
lenced in a long time. Day after day is magnificently beautiful,
and the evenings perfect. When all is pettled, I'll be heading for
the mountaine one of these days. During the past month, it has
been difficult for me to get away, being the only padre around,

I imsgine everything 1e bugzing again in the Diocess, what with all
the schools opening again., 1Is Father Dittmegm still at Cotter?

I underetand you will be golng to Home this month -- how long do
you plan on being over therel If any breaks come my way during my
stay in the Service, I hope that I will get a Buropean assignment,
However, already I can see that no matter where I am eessigned, there
will be plenty of work to do. I continue to enjoy this work more
than my expectations and hopes ever prompted me to believe.

I must sign off for now. Plegse excuse the hagty note -~ and
remember me to all.

Respectfully in Ghrist‘;.
a‘-«.a.b\
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LOWRY AIR FORCE BASE

DENVER, COLORADO

31 Qctober 1953

The Most Reverend Bdward A, Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harrlet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

I don't imagine thie letter will flrd you at home upon
1te arrival -- but sometime during the month of November
you will be returning from Rode, 1 presume, If during
your trip over and back you experienced weather similar
to this Colorado climate, you will have had a beautiful

trip.

Things contlnue to g0 along in their usual rushing pace.
Qctober has been an exceptlonally busy month -~ and
November will be starting out with a bangl Ve are having
our Mission for the boys starting the first weelk - two
Holy Cross priests from Notre Daeme will be arriving
Saturday to get things golng bright and early Sunday.

One of them, Father Callahan, is an old friend of mine,
so I sm rather looking forward to seeing him again.

I will not be starting Chaplain's school this month —

as of now, 1t is quite {ndefinite as to when I will begin.
sAlthough the more I am learning the hard way as to what

a Chaplain must do, the more I feel the futility and waste
of time in going to Chaplain's echool. However, the
Protestant mentality deems this particular experience

to be extremely important.

Father Travers will be leaving here in January to attend
Qquadron's Officers School -- so I'11 be here alone for
ten weeks. A great experlence to look forward tol It
wlll be most interesting - fortunately for all concorned,
I'm very enthusiastic about all channels of this work.
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O/fice of the Gkaplain

LOWRY AIR PORCE BASE

DENVER, COLORADO

The enclosed bulletin I have forwarded to the Ordinariate
to glve & general impression of poor taste and a lack of
policy relative to varlous denominations concerned -—-
specifically, Boman Catholic., I ralsed quite e stink
about this -- but as you might have guessed, to no avall,
If I continue on in the rank of First Lleutenant in wy
course of duty, 1t will most likely be attributed to my
Irish temper bouncing around to the chagria of all con~
cerned. However, I feel it wise to let the Ordinariate
have a gneral idea of whatever sltuation prevalls,

1 had better sign off for now. Please remember me to
everyone, and continue to favor me and my work with your
prayers. Have overy assurance of my fondness for this
work ~- I continue to find it extremely worth-while.

With my kindest personal regards, I continue to remain,

Respectfully yours in Christ,

WILLIAM D, CURTIS USAF
¢atholic Chaplain
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November 5, 1953

Dear Father Curtis,

Your October report was awaiting my retwn from Europe
and I have been much interested in noting the activities and
the work which you have been performing at that Base. U©na can
readily understand upon examination of -the report how busy you

must be,

I was fortunate enough to see Father Mcﬂugh while in
England but unfortunate in the fact that I ‘could not contact
Father Sheehan during my short stay there,., The Europearn trip
was interesting but busy as I had many places to visit on offi-
cial diocesan business. Monsignor F?eking 1s‘doing we11 in his

new assignment

I had a fine conversation with Bishop Griffiths in
New York concerning the work of the chaplaini and he also told
me of the great need that there 1is for additional men ‘to carry
on. I hope during your tour of duty that you may get a Euro-'
pean assignment which will be a busy one but ‘also interesting,

for a time. 4 !

i Father Dittman 1s still at. Cotter ‘and carries that;'
together with his other work es- Superintendent of Schools and
Director of the Propagation of the Faith, -

The audience with the Holy Father while in Rome wés

the outstanding event dwring my -trip. -He wishes me to 1mpaﬂt
to all the priests, religious and laity of the dlocese his

Apostolic Blessing.
With kindest regards and best wishes, I beg to remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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LOWRY AIR FORCE BASE

DENVER, COLORADO

2 December 1953

The Most Reverend Edward A, Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

T am enclosing my monthly copy of the Chaplaints life in the
Air Force. Like Scripture and Tradition —~ the written word
doesn't completely comprehend all that can be said}. WNovember
hasn't been too active a month -~ report wise -~ but there
has been more than enough to do.

December should be a fairly slow month. The Base will b ,
closing down -~ with the exception of a few ssctions of 333333314
party -- so it will be rather nuiet. I am looking forward to
Midnight Mass here on the Base. It should be a rather beautiful
experience all the wnay around. I plan on remaining here at
Lowrvrover the Christmas holidays to te on dutv., Father Travers
is taking abowt seven days'! leave over that period of time.

It won't be too diffdcult at all -- since all will be quiet on

the Vestern front.

In January, Father Tazavers will be going to Seuadron Jommander's
School at Maxwell Field, Alabama, That will consume the next

three months of his time -- all of which wi1l leave me here along
at Lowry for that period of time, I know full well that it is
poing to be a hectic experience~~-for I was alone here during the
month of September when Father took 30 days' leave. However, in
spite of the rush of work, and a bit of fatigue now and then, I

do enjoy all the various phases of work to be done as a Catholic
priest in the service. There are tremeondous ovportunities —--

and I awaken to that reality more and more every day. Only one
gripe remains in my heartk and T presume ti will be there 511 during
my ilitary Career until I return to the Diocese -- and that is the
fact that the Protestant Chaplains do control enough to make it
rather uneasy ab times to accomplish the full scale of work that
should be done in priestly capacity. It wlll be a great thing if
eventually something can be worked out to guarantee the Cptholic
Chaplain a cowplete independence in his work. Much of the Protestnat
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LOWRY AIR FORCE BASE

DENVER, COLORADO

. .

attitude can be overlooked ~- but the avareness of its presence
can well permeste the atmosphere, 1 guess my gripe is the constnat
gripe of every priest who has ever put on the uniform,

As time poss on and I become more experienced -- which means more
hardened, T suppose -- much of this Protestant blather won't get me
down. Byt it sure affords a guarantedd share of constarnation at
the present time. However, I have used my Trish a few times already
to lebt the general run of the Thaplain's Corps —- including the Wing
Chaplain -- know that I mean business when business is to be done.
In other words, I begin to sense their realization thst they can't
run over me too easily -~'if at all, It's Just as well to get that
much settled in the beginning, Perhaps promotions won't e forth-
coming as easily. But I don't contemplate being in this game for the
sake of rank. Too mamy other things are more important. Tye
wonderful young men I have dealth with, the converts I have had,

the truly good people I have met —- all these things are tremendous
encouragements, and make me realize more and more the real reason
for dedicating a flew vears as 3 Chaplain. All of these wonderful
people -- and more -- are the future of the Shurch., I'm sure the
dividends will more than pay off.

I guess T have written more than enough for the time being, At

the moment, it may be rather early to wish the season's greebings,
but I surely vray flod's many blessings upon you at thke sscred
season of Jhristmas and throughout the coming year. I ask continued
remembrance in your prayers that my 1ife and work mgy be blessed
with every grace and happiness -- and that my zeal will not be

discouraged,

Plegse remember me to everyone 2t the Chancery -- and assure the
Padres that all is going well with this representative of the Diocese

in the Air Force,

With my kindest personal regards, I continue to remain,

Respecifully yours in Christ,

WILLIAM D, CUATIC USATF
Catholic Chaplsin
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December 4, 1953

P

Dear Father Curtis,

X was plegsed to yregeive your letter and report for .

';:"Néve nib'e‘ . T wish to congra ulate you on the very fine showing
- that 1s made of the work which you are doing. I realize full

well that we can never put on paper the many little things that

'go to help us succeed in the spiritual 1life, It pleases me

very much to hear of your happiness and the results that are
apparent, and I trust thiat this will alwaya ben an encouragement
to you to continue your priestly work in whatever field you may

My advice to you, however, would be not to let the
apparent restrictions placed upon you by your superior officers
get you down and, above a8ll, be extremely careful and diplomatic

. in your ggaling with them, One can always get much further and

accomplish more by restrained and reasoned explanations, and
particularly by keeping even tempered in spite of all difficul-
tigs. I know that this is your greatest diffioulty but we must
continuadly work on it, and I sm sure God will help you to se-
cure the desired ends in a more amicable way for all, It is
meost important that we enjoy the confidence and good will of
our superior officers 8o that they may cooperate with us in the

th:_lr_;ss that are really important.

' -~ Everything in ‘the Divcede of Winocna 18 progressing
nicely inecluding our new Cotter High School. Everyone is work-
ing hard and I believe bhgtj. .muoh is being accomplished. '

While I was in Burope I was fortunate enough to meet
Father McHugh but, unfortunately, missed connections with Father
Sheehan. The former 1s well and epparently doing fine work at
the base to which he has been assigned. : '

- . I pray that.you may have a blaﬁsed Christmas and that
the New Year may bring you continued success in your work. All
at the Chancery send their greetings snd best wishea.

‘With kindest regards and best wishes I beg to remain

8incerely yours in Christ,
Bishop of Winona
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LOWRY AIR FORCE BASE

DENVER, COLORADO

31 December 1953

The Most Reverend Edward A, Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

Enclosed, you will find a copy of my monthly report. The past
month -- after December 18th -— was somewhat on the relaxing
side, The vast majority of the boys were gilven Christmas leave,
and anxiously departed for homé, I took a group of the boys from
some of my squadrons to the Airport on the 18th, and from the
general view of things, 1t seemed as though Lowry. Air Force Base
had had an immediate.and thorough transfer to Stapleton Air Field.

The quiet atmosphere .of these past two weeks has been most appreci-
ated; however, I feel that ib is the typleal lull before the sterm.
Father Travers is leaving Lowry Air Base next week, and will be
gone until the end of March. His assignment 1ls taking him to
Alabama -- temporarily -- to attend Squadron Officer's Course.

The net result, of course, is that I will be hers alone on the
Base ~- alone, as the only Catholic priest, I mean, On top of
that, the Base is.going to hit its full quota of twenty thousand
men again, So I am looking forward to a more than .complete
schedule for the next three months.

Just offhand, Your Excellency, FatherTravers and I have made
tentative plans for my being away from here upon his retum. I
plan on returning to the Diocese at the end of March and first
part of April in order that I might make my Retreat, At the same
time, it will give me a chance to see you again, visit with some
of the priests and friends, and have about twelve days to myself
after the routine the next three months will pace for me. I
hope to be able to ses you at that time, As I say, the plans are
tentativeas of now -- but in all probability will definitely

materialize.

Christmas was very enjoyable, A fine crowd of the permanent
party group remained at the Base. I had the honor of being
the Celebrant gt Midnight Mass here at tle Base. Captains
Smith and Rosenow both served the Mass for me. IncidentAlly,
Captain Rosenow is ffom the Diocese -- the parish at Wells,
The Altar was really decked out, the Captains in full uniform,
and the Cathedral High School girl's choir did the singing
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LOWRY AIR FORCE BASE

DENVER, COLORADO

— -

honors. The Chapel was jammed to the hilt — and in general, the
entire atmosphere at the Midnight Mass impressed me very much with
the fact that with the Mass at Christmas time -- nothing else really
need be added,

I had better close this epistle for now, I am more than aware of the
fact that you have a better utilization of your time than to peruse

at any great length these long letter of mine each month, I remember
speaking to you relative to correppondence before I left for the
Service. Your primary note in the conversation was that correspondence
could be a great booster for the Padre. Perhaps I dare hope that my
wordy letters give you a general boost of convietion that all continues
well with me, In passing, I want to note that I do enjoy the monthly
letter from you, and am grateful for your kind rememprance that way,

Please remember me to everyone at the Chancery —- and in the Diocese
as you travel throughout-the area, I send you my fondest wishes that
the New Year will bring many blessings upon you personsally, and upon
all in the Diocese in your spiritual jurisdiction,

With my kihdest regards always, I continue to remain,

Respectfully yours in Christ,

- WILLIAM D. CURTIS USAF
Catholic Chaplain

I presumed that you might enjoy having a portrait of one of your
priests in the Air Force Uniform. You need not worry about burning
any vigll 1ights before it, However, if it should be a reminder to
say an extra "Ave" I will have no objections)
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January 4, 1954

Dear Father Gurtis,

I have recelved your letter and your report for
December and wish to thank you for-it. Your letters are -
always interesting as I enjoy hearing about your activities

-at the Base. Your Midnight Mass must have been impressive

and I am sure did much for the spiritual morale of those
who had to remain on dut,v during t'.he hondaye. Do

I am pleaaed to hear that you may be abla td
make a visit to the diocese during the spring. We will

; have & Retreat at the Seminary during ERaster week beglnning

Monday, April 19, ‘and if you are able to attend, you

"'w111 be welcome. This will be a strictly closed Retreat,

We have been enJoying vex'y fine weat;her even

ithough we had a few cold days. There 1is no show as yet

which makes it very fine for travelling.

. I thank you for the ‘photograph which you sent,
It is a very fine likeness of you and will help to remind

me ot‘ you and your work
With kindest regards, I beg to remaln
8incerely yowrs in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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Office of the efzaplain

LOWRY AIR FORCE BASE

DENVER, COLORADO

2 Bebruary 1954

The Most Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

From the way I feel, and the way the time has gone by, it seems only
yesterday that I wrote to you at the time of my monthly réport. This
past .month has been more than hectic since Father Travers! departure,
It 1s pretty well agreed that a base of twenty-thousand men is one that
demands more than one priest, 1It'1l have to admit, that I have been
pretty tired of late.

In your letter of last month, you mentioned something about a closed
Retreat at the Seminary arcand the 19th of April. As matters stand now,
it will be impossible for me'to make that Retreat -- much as I truly
feel the need for such a spiritual uplift. My plans are more or less
definitely formed for the first part of April., That is the only time

a departure can be arranged from this Base. I imagine I'l1l leave here
toward the end of March and réturn here on the tenth of April, In that
time, I'1l make my Retreat. I presume it will be all right if I can
arrange to make the Retreat at the Seminary.,

A couple of the non-Catholic €haplains have been assigned to Korea —- and
have already left the Base. Of course, they will be repladed and their
successors will have as much fun doing nothing as the predecessors -- but
Korean departures are a token of things to come, I am sire. The Wing
Chaplain feels quite sure that I should be getting orders for over-seas
duty sometime in July. Korea or someplace in the Far East is most likely,
However, any place will be welcmme, for there is a tremendaus amount of
good that can be done on any assignment, I see that more each day,

I must bring a rather swift end to this letter as time is drawing near for
me to hear some Confessipns and offer Mass, You are saved the effor t of

perusing more pages of my wordy letters.

Please remember me to everyone ~- I look forward to my return in April,
It will be good to be "home" again,

Respectfully always in Christ,

Falo, Oz,
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February 6, 1954

P R I e

Dear Father Curtis,

Your letters are always most welooms and are
read with much intexrest. From your report it i1s easy to
B8e@ how busy you must be in attending to the various duties
attached to your assignment. However, it 1s & satisfaction
to know that 1t is work well worthwhile and I am sure that

. uod'a gracea will always help you to perform them. well. .

" I am sorry that you will not'. be able to.make.tle
retreat here in April, but you are walcome to come at any
timg.and I am sure that the authorities at the Seminary
will be happy to have you make your retreat there,

4

" Evexwthing here is about the sams. We are. Just
riniahing a survey of the annual reports and :l: am happy
that evez'ything seems to be going well, "

. With kibest regards and very best wishes,.I beg
to remain ' ' '
S - 8incerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winena .
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LOWRY AIR FORCE BASE

DENVER, COLORADO

28 February 1954

The Most Reverend Edward X, Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

“Your Excellency:

Bnclosed, you will find a cowy of my monthly report. I am sitting
here in my office at the midnight hour trying to get a few things
done along this line — for the coming week is going to be quite
heavy., )

The latest item in the line of news, .which T .am sure will be of
interest to you, is my being alerted for overseas, This past week,
Fasher Chess, Deputy Chief- Chavlain for Air Training Command, for-
warded my alert to orders. The orders should: be coming through
within the next two weeks.. I am to be assigned to the Far Fast --
which could mean Japan, Korea, the Phillipines, Okinawa, Guam --
and such like, My date of degarture from the point of embarkation
is not later than April 22, “o.it doesn't leave me very much time
to wind up my work at Lowry, get back to see you, visit the famlly,
try to make my retreat (although I might have to-postpone that
until I hit overseas)., I will inform you immediately upon the
reception of my definite orders, In all probability, T will be
seeing you before tl month of March is out. It will be wonderful
to be back in the Diocese again,

My work continues to be more than demanding, These past few months
off duty alone at this Base héfbeen more than a work-out. Perhaps
the trip over to Japan across the blue Pacific will be the source of
a much needed rest and senseof relaxation.

T must close for now, regretting that I don't have much more to say

at this writing. I am sure that you will be interested in the progress
of my assignment, and I will write to you immediately upon my notifi-
cation, May I ask that your prayers continue to be with me as T
approach this new assignment., I am sure that the challenges of the
overseas Chaplaincy are going to be tremendousl

With my kindest personal regards, and askirg to be remembered to all,

I continue to rema in,
Respectfully in Christ,% (2 .
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March 4, 1954

Reverend William D, Curtis
Office of the Chaplain
Lowry Alr Jorce Base :
Denver, Coloredo

‘Dear Father Curtis,

I was pleased to receive your letter with the
monthly report which you have gent. It 1s easy to see
from your report how busy you must be in taking care of
the spiritual life of the people at tha dbase., : .

' I am sorry to hear that you have received
oxrders for foreign service, but.I hope that you will
find the trip amcross the ocean restful and relaxing, It

will be a novel experience to serve in foreign territory

and I am sure that you will carry out your assignment
with success. We will be happy to see you even though it
may be for only & few days when you have your lesve prior

- to _embarkation. -

With kindest regards and best wishes, I beg to
remain ' ; '

Sincerely yoursa in Christ,

Bishop of Wincna
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: Of/ice of the Glzaplain

LOWRY AIR FPORCE BASE

DENVER, COLORADO

5 March 1954

The Most Reyerend Edward A. Fitzgerald
Bishop of "inona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

Just a note to inform yen to disregard the notification
I sent you relative to my alert for overseas assignment.
I received workl from Father Chess that my orders for
overseas were revoked -- the reason being the acute
shortage of Catholic Chaplains in the Air Force. Air
Training Command has been reliesved temporarily of its
quote for overseas assignments,

T plan on returning to the Diocese at the end of this
month and for about ten days in April in order to make
my Retreat and see a few friends, It will be good to
get back, and I look forward to seeilng you again.

With kindest regards, I continue to remain,

Respectfully in Christ,

WITLTAM D, CURTIS USA®
Catholic Chaplain (1lst Lt)
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LOWRY AIR FORCE BASE

DENVER, COLORADO

24 March 1954

\

The Most Reverend Tdward A, Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

I am enclosing my monthly report for March, and alse notifying you

of my temporary change of address. Tomorrow morning, I will be leaving
for Lackland Air Force Base, San Antonio, Texas, to begln Chaplain School.
It seems rather foolish to start that now, after practically a vear
learning the hard wey. However, - military reguletions)

My address for the followlng two months (until around June 1s8t) will be:
CE (1st Lt) Williem D. Curtis, 402253738
Officer's Basic Military Course, Class 547
Lackland Air Force Bage, :
San Antonio, Texas

I rather presume that the following two months will afford me & bit
of relaxation from the pressure I have been under here at Lowry since
the first of the year. Handling a Base this Bize Dy myself has Deen
& bit on the busy side. Father Travers returned last night, and he
will be here by himself until I return, However, he received a few
wvords of advance news that I most likely will go overseas as socon as
this Chaplain 8chool {s completed, It sounds strangely familiar --
since my overseas orders were revoked, and those same orders are gust
walting for the completion of thias Course o get back at me!

An acute Ghaplain (Catholic) shortage still bersists. Father Travers
mentioned that in allpoobadility, this Base will continne to funection
with only one priest. It is almost murder, but then nothing else can

be arranged,

I will write in further detail from San Antonlo. I ask your preyers
and blessing upon the details of the next two months. Plepss remember
me to all at the Chancery and around the Diocese.

Respectfully in Christ,
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Chaplain William D. COurtis

March 29, 1954

Officer's Basic Militsry Course, class 5hm o

‘Lackland Air Foroce Base

Ban Antonlo, Texas

Dear Fether Curtis,

" 1 am very pleased to z'eoeivmfyour letter with
the information a8 to your present address and I hope that

-by the -time thie lettey roeuches zou you will have -been

settled and enjoy a slight respite from the hectic ‘days -
of active sérvicae. ' I am suie that 1t will be e&n interest-
ing experience even .though it will be a repebition or mmy

* things wh:l.ch you hava leamud by experionae.: R

I have Just grantad pémiasien 'to Fathqrs Paul

and Frank Ryani to apply for oomnissions With the srued
forces, I realize the great need that there 1s for chap-

lains:and I hope that we m help o solva the short;asa to
some extont. : .

Bvarything ‘hera oont:umes 60 go well buu wea ara

: d:laappombed -that-you-are not- able to -make-the. visit.which

yourhad planned, I hope that you:oan come this way in
June ‘af'ter your sochool éourse’ 1s completed. You will be
welcoma to attend elther of the retreats which w:.ll be o~

ducted” :une 14-17 or ‘June 21«-911.. !

I have notified Monsignor Tierney of ;rour change
of ‘address so that the Courler may reach you without delay.
The new publication seems Eo be received well and I hope

that it may continue.

With kindeat regards and beat wishes, I beg to
vemain : :
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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April 29, 1954

The Most Reverend Fiward A, Fitzgerald

Blshop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota . i

Your Excellency:

Inclosed, please find my monthly report, For the past month I
have been attending the Officer's Basic Military Course, as you
know, and the result has been a temporary separation frem-sn
active Chaplaincy. : :

The time down here seems to drag during the -days,. but when .a
week has been-accamplished, time seems;to have gone by rapidly,
All of the four priests here are more than anxious to be. done
with the Course, There is some: of 1t that is very good, but
in all honesty, the wast majority of the material given out,
pertalns very negligibly to the Chaplain's life and work, I
guess they are stressing the Officer part of our lives, "It
might interest you to know that I have been fortunate enough:to
head the Class at midwsection of the Course, This is not to
brag in undue manner! It is sheer coincidence, However, it
is good to keep the Protestant Chaplalney from that pesition,
The four of us priests are at the top of the class, T trist
thet my luck will hold eut for the.remaindsr of the’BGourse in
order that I might keep thot place on the Class 1istg

T have enclosed some snnnmshots that T thought misht interest
you. You might pass them around the Chancery 1f anyone-is
interested, ' .

Again, I find it very difficult to determine my immediate worl,

T have a very strons suspicion thet my orders overseas willhe
rather immediate upon my return to Lowry after.completing this
Course, If they are nol too immediste, I am tentatively planning
to make the first Retreat back in the Diccese, Tt would be wonder-.
ful to be with the priests of the Diocese again ~- and it certainly
would be a great boost to my morale before going overseas,
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It can truthfully be s2id that a Chaplain's 1ife is a lonely
life —- and one surely misses the Diocesan clergy. However,
there remains 80 much work to be dope in this apostolate, and .
I am grateful for the grace and the strength to carry on in
this work for the next few years.

I will be contacting you next month with my report -- and will
try to let you' know what definite arrangements will be facing

my Chaplaincy, T continue to ask your prayers that God may bless
my 1life and my work ~ and will always be grateful for your
kindness in this regard,

With lkindest personal regal _;s .

ey

25 continue to remain, .
: PR [N

Sy B3
2

RespsttFally Yoirs th Ohiist,
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the . pobunes b
aggg fares,

ch élut L&) “11113m B ufﬁié T
Plight 1-B COlass

g s!ﬂ N‘tm‘).‘ { w‘m ,,,,,

Dear Pathey’ L‘Qﬂiﬂ;;\

T was gltgs-d 0. receive your letter with
you sent., You look well and hsppy
am gure that the rest must have baen good for

you,
We will be very py to have you attend

either of the retreats here Junn if you are able
to arrange your schedule mcoerdingly. =

. Everything goos wall here nlthough I have
been very busy, but that is to be expected in the
springtime . _

With kindant regarda, I beg to remain
. 8incerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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O/ﬁ'ce of the G/mplabz

LOWRY AIR FORCE BASE

DENVER, COLORADO

2 June 1954

The Most Reverend Edward A. Pitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

Enclosged, you will find my monthly report -- giving
evidence of having completed the Officer's Basic Military
Course at Lackland Air Force Base. I am glad to have

the Course behind me.

My plense are more or less beginning to materialize. I
plan on returning to the Diccese in order to make my
Retreat with ‘the prieste —-- I will be present for the
Retreat that begine 17 June. I hope that all éan be
arranged for me to be with that group.

I called Scott Air Force Base -- /eadquarters for Air
Training Command --'in order to find out my status for
overseas assiggment. They expect me to be on the list
anywhere from the latter part of July through August.
Consequently, they advised that I teke my leave time
now, return to Lowry t¢ await orders, and process out
of this Base. That summarizes my plans. I expect to
visit the family after making wy Retreat, then return
here.

I am more than anxious to get back to Winona and see
everyone again. And I certainly hope plans can be
arranged for some space for this humbls chaplain to
occupy at Retreat!

With my kindest personal regards, and looking forward to
seeing you again, I continue to remain,

Rggnectfully in Ghriset

WILLIAM D. CURTIS
Catholic Chaplain (lst Lt) USAF
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Reveretid Williem D, ﬂuﬂiu ¢ 4 e
Lowry Air Force Bane
Denver, Colorado -

Dear Father Curtis,

1 have received your mm- with r.ha monthly

report and Y am ple %o hear that you ave back at

I-owry Haid uruar completing your Ot‘ﬂ.éer ourae.

We will be very happy ea hmre ;m.: hero for
the ‘Retyeat whieh gga m
Jung: 21, The fivst RHetront” ;ts Jtma I wi: u{ e
your - on bhe list so that ﬁoc t cnﬂ W
availab “fop you. L R

Imlcins forward to seein; you aeoh, I remain
| amemu mp in a&r:lat,

.g '.."i1.'

mem'wg inena

WC000130
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Of’ﬁ'ce of the G/mplat’)z

LOWRY AIR FORCE BASE

DENVER, COLORADO

28 July 1954

The Most Reverend Edward A, Filtzgerald
Bishops's Residence

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

I am enclosing a copy of my monthly report -- and along
with it the news that I will be leaving Lowry Air Force
Bage tomorrow morning for Sen Francisco, Parks Air Force
Bagse, I imagine that I will be at Parks for approximately
a week in order to process for my assignment overseas,

My next assigament will take me to Honelda Air ForceBase,
Tokyo, Japan. I am looking forward to thls new assignment,
and feel that it should prove interesting and challenging
from all angles corisidered, It 1s more then evident that

I am going to have a tremendous task to accomplih in dealing
with the moral problems to solve,

My address overseas willl be the follewing:

CH (1st Lt) William D, Curtis

Office of the Catholic Chaplain
1503rd Air TRANSWG ~-- MATSPACQRN

% APO 226 - San Francisco, California

I ask that your prayers may accompany me in this new work,
Please remember me to all et the Chancery and throughout

the Diocese, Ttiwgs wonderful to have been home this past
month ~- here's hoping for a speedy pessage of time in the

next two years.
With kindest personal regards, I continue to remain,
Respectfully in Christ,

WILLIAM D, CURTIS
Catholic Chaplain (1st Lt) USAF
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HEADQUARTERS 1503D AIR TRANSPORT WING
PACIFIC DIVISION MATS
APO 226

20 August 1954

The lost Peverend Edwerd A. Fltzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

After many hours in the air and a three. day. stop-over
in Honolulu, I have finally arrived in Tokyo. I signed
in at the Base last Tuesdey, August 17th, :

Tt is already more than manifest that this world of the
Japanese is going to be cuite different from that of our
own. One conviction is obvioms as soon as one gets off
the plane -- n breath of pure fresh air will not be mine
until T return to the States. I had no idea -~ but hed
been informed all.the way over -- that Japan hed one odor
after another. Tokyo has a smell all of its own, and I'm
sure none. will take it from her! One of the major adjust-
ments pertains to the olefactory sense, I assure you!

This 1is going to prove_to be an interesting assignment in
many ways -- and once I get my peogram underway, and nyself
somewhat settled, all will harmonize.

. Myyaddress 1s the following:

S Father William D, Curtis
o . Qffice of the Catholic Chaplain
:1503d Air Transport Wing . .
APO 226, San Francisco, California

My assignment is at the Tokyo International Airport, but
thet isn't clear Trom the address, Mall should be sent by
Airmail -- otherwise it will take a letter 30 days to get

here.,
Please remerber me to all, and to you I send my klndest

regards. .
In Christ,

Ak 02,

WCO000132



wC

August 31, 1954

Reverend William D, Curtis

Office of the Catholic Chaplain
1503rd Alr Transport Wing c
APO 226 San Francisco, California

Dear-Father Curtis, - -

It was & real pleasure to receive your lettear with the
news that you have arrived at your destination and that you are
beginning to adjust yourself to the new environment and proliems.
It will be a unique experience to live in a foreign stmosphare
80 that one may lmow hew things are in places other than the
United States. - ' R

~ We are planning to hold the dedication services of the
new Cotter High School on -Sunday, and ¢lmsses will begin next
Tuesday.- The registration is very good and we are very hopeful
of the suocess of this project. ' ’ ‘g

All the priests are well and we hope that they may re-
main 80 as we do not have any extras to f£ill in vacancies when
they may ocour. During this summer everything has been quiet
and the priests have been taking their vacations. I trust that
you will receive the Courier even though it may be & month late,
but at least it will keep you informed as to ourrent happeniings
in the Diocese. ' ' L ' ‘

‘ Father McHugh ocalled the other day. He has returned
from Europe and is now assigned at Hunter Air Base in Getrgia.
Father Davy informs me that he expeots to be sent to Europe in

November, but with the refusal of the French Parliament to ap-
prove the EDC, changes may be made in the location of bases in

France. This would -affect his appointment.
With kindest regards and best wishes, I beg to remain
' Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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HEADQUARTERS 1503D AIR TRANSPORT WING
PACIFIC DIVISION MATS
APO 226

31 August 1954

Your Bxcellency:

As you will 1ﬂtn from imtters Lo be ¢bserved cn the en~

closed monthly report, I have walXed into the midst of
terrific ass

nm\ht. T the course of my two yeers here,
I hope that the grace of God v 11 Lless iy efTorva to

do the best possible work vith the most prudent necans to
make the Cathollic nen see the wiong ln their lives,

ENE

It is completely ana71ng bou genernl the low morsl aspect

of the situstion is nt this Base. To live with a Japansce
girl is wore or less taken for- grante” ~- and to go home on
any mwrtlnul“* gvening with .the thoasanos of prostitutes
who walk the Tokyc streets is considered ,9ru of the genernl
run of one's liesure, To many reamonsgible authorities on
the-Hgoe, and ‘to a1l who serioungly think on themstter, tir
situat i on.here is astounding: So I & have cuite s problew
to frce -- cnd the swerent inedbilisy to bring any soluticn
(e} be"r on Ghe netter arises from a comple te and studied nnd
adapted 1nd1ffe:erce. .

The as 515nment here has_many vo nderful espects, however., T
heve met =- ms is ususliy true in the Militery ---some very
fine rnd inspiretionszl Cstholics -~ and nron-Crtholics, I
have hed a few opportunities tc get lnto Tokyo snd to fly to
a couple of Wavy snd Marine ﬂﬁses located at other points in

Japan. I am sure that in the ooaz e of ny two yesrs here I
will have learnced much that vill prove of grert value © ny
priestly life snd wnvictions,

I certsinly ask remerbrance in your prayers that God may bless
tbiﬂ work. Xindly remember me to all 2t the Chancery and in
e Dioceses,

[l

Lespectlfully in Christ,
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T T



wC

Ve

September 7, 1954

Reverend William D. Curtls
Office of the Catholis Chaeplain
1503rd Air Transport Wing

APO 226, o/0 Postmastex

San Franocisco, Califormia

Dear Father Curtis,

I was surprised and pleased’ to receive your re-
port for the month of August. . You surely have not delnyed
in beginning your work there., I can readily imagine the
problem thati you face, but all that we can expect to do
ls to endeavox with Hgace of God to life up the moral
attitudes of ‘those in . We must never become dise
couraged even though the actual results of our work do
not seem to be as frultful as we would desire. It is a
raal challenge to you which I am sure you can meet, .
paxrticularly by a deeper spiritual life for yourself. We
must remémber that we can plant and ocultivate but it is

only God Who can give the inerease.

" Ve had the dedloation ceremomy for the new Cotter
High S8chool  last Sunday and everyone gesms very much inter.
asted in this necessary project, 8chool opened this morn-
ing witlfrlu?: large registration and we hope that 1t may be
succeasful . : : f

With kindest vegards and beat wishes, I beg to

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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HEADQUARTERS 1503D AIR TRANSPORT WING
PACIFIC DIVISION MATS
APO 226

1 October 1954

The Most Reverend Edward A, Fitzgerald
Bishop' of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

Enclosed, please find my report for the month of September.. As .
time goes on and I get more established here, I certainly hope I
will be able to forward better statistics. It seems that I go 'at
full steam all week long endeavoring to keep up the.men's conrage,
forestall any moral let-down in the one's who are gbruggling, and
trying to bring others out of the doldrums of the slop-bucket im-
morality they have accustomed. themselves to live. It surely takes

quite & bit of enefgy eout of the system,

T am very frankly growing more devoted to this work here. Acertain
conviction goads me on -- that if I can get.the men to thinking al ong
certain lines, much good can be done, After my first public leclure

on the Base == mart of:the Character Guidance Program of the Air Force --
Cplonel and many other officers:were quite outspoken in/ their
gratitude’ that’ sore body finally came cutb. and jolted the igdifferent
thinking, :I.feel that I:have plenty of backing in the program I imbend
1o adopt.. through the lectureg I must give to the men.  With alack of
fear.and the glib quality of an Irish tongue blessed with the grace of
God,- perhaps .the power of. speech.can accomplish a lot here, I know such
an item is.important. : v = & ! it

Please .continue to remember .this work in your prayers -- and I will
appreciate remembrance that my life continge to receive the blessings

of God in this Military Apostolate.
) Remeﬁber rﬁe “to all at the Chancery and throughout the Diocese.

With my kindest personal regards, I continue to remain,

Re p%t{ully ours in Christ,
Q%;. v d aadert I

WILLIAM D. CURTIS
Chaplain (lst Lt) USAF
Catholic Chgp lain
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October 11, 1954

Chaplain William D, Curtis
Headquarters 1503xd ATW
APO 226, o/o Postmaster
San Francisco, California

Dear Pather Gurtis,

- . 1 thank you for your letter and report which
I haveé received and I am very happy to hear that you are
having some efféct on the moral conditions that exist in
the camp., I am sure that Almighty Ood will) blese you for
the efforts that you are making and that you will gradually
help to conveit”some frém the condition that exlsts. I
think that your report ‘in regard to week day Manses 1s very
good; and if you aré able t¢.inorease “the number recelving
Holy Communion, you will-have some tangible indication of
your success. ' _ :

oL Yesterday we had A mamnoth ‘Marian Day Relly
at Mankato.  Although the day was & very disagreeable-one

" .@hd & very heavy rain hed fallen in the morning, ‘we were
“abla to hold the exercises st Loyola Fleld, The orcwd at-

tending wis variously estimated at 10,000 to°'12,000. We do

Jmow that we distributed 9,000 programs. The men marched

_4n procession under the banners of the various parishes and
I believe that almost 100% of the parishes were present.

It was a-grand suocess and I hope that it may have deep

spiritual significance for the Diccese of Winond, ;

v . . _ye'have had & very wit fall with yain.
almost every day, = i o Wnieoanie e

The new Cotter High School has opened with a
successful registration and everyone is vexy heppy with it,
Pather Gavin 1s in charae snd he 18 assisted by

: " I had a letter from ~_ who is
looated at Port Hood in Texas. He likes his work very '
much, .. _ . as been assigned to the Alr Force
Base. &t Clovis, New Mexico. He reported there the past week.

You may be asswured of continued remembrance
in my prayers,

8incerely _yours in Christ,
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HEADQUARTERS 1503D AIR TRANSPORT WING
PACIFIC DIVISION MATS
APO 226

1 November 195

The Most Reverend Edward A, Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota -

Your Excellency:

Again -~ and it seems very rapidly -~ the month has come arcund to
its end. The énclosed report will serve as some indication relative
_ to my work, I certainly hope a richer harvest will be reaped with .
. my assigmment here, Everything still remaine quite indifferent.

Although, I really shouldn't say that too conclusively -- for I do feel
that things have picked up quite a bit, The reception of Holy Comminion
at Sunday Mass has practically tripled; I still wish for better attendance
at morning Mass; Rosary and Benediction Devotions have been inamgurated

- on Monday evenings -- with & good turn-out (but I still want more): --

so perhaps everything will go on in good measures I do feel that I have
made myself felt on thls Base, and my position is more than respected.

If time will only develop an increase in my influence in the thinking of
these men, I will have accomplishedmy task;

I just returned from the Commanding Generel's Office prior to writing

my report and this letter, Hls last name is althoughhe

1s not within the fold, He is a very fine mm , however, and it is a
congolation to have a man of his charagter for a Commanding General,

He and I had a very fine talk over the problems of the Base ~- ad he
expregssed his gratitude for the apirit I have injected into the men and
the thinking of the Base, So I do feel somewhat elated -- and when I
mention things like this in my letters, you can begin to realize = mewhat
how earnest I am in requesting a memento in your prayers that God will
céntimue to bless my work, For surely, the challenge is big -~ and

really defies words.

I have started a Cholr among the men -- have fifteen volces amassed for
the greater glory of God. They will sing for the first time this caming
Sunday at Mass. I never thought I would have to emply my ingemuity in
directing a Cholr -- and trust that they will sound all right, I'm grad-
ually working them up to Midnight Mass for Christmas, They are a very
fine group of young men, and it is more than a pleasure to be with them,
Their loyalty to the priest is very encouraging, The old Church is still
producing some great young men,

b
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HEADQUARTERS 1503D AIR TRANSPORT WING
PACIFIC DIVISION MATS
APQ 226

=2

This evening, Father Lamonds, the Navy Chaplain assigned at the Navy
Base at Atsugl, Jgpan, thres other officers and myself are planning

a little dinner party at Yokahoma, Japan -- a half-way meeting point
between Tokyo end Yokahama. I believe we'll have a very lovely dinner
at the Green Dragon -- the Officer's Club at Yokahama, I'm looking
forward to the evening quite a bilt -- it is good to get some relaxation
with the company of a fellow priest, The other officers are all very
fine Catholic men -- s we d 1 have much in common in close assoclation,
It certainly is true in many ways that the Catholic men in'the Services
can have gome very fine and close assoclations with their priests in
ways that are not afforded in civilian life, And thecammon bond of the
military life enhances the bond of friendship and does much to deepen

the faith,

I guess I had better cease rambling for the time being, and let you _
return to the business before you. Please remember me to everyone around
the Diocese ~- and best regards to all at the Chancery,

With my kindest personal regards, I continue to remain,

Respectfully in Christ,

ke Q)
WIILTAM D. CURTIS

Chaplain (1st Lt) USAF
CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN

WCO000139

e




wC

November 9, 1954

Chaplain William D, Curtis
HqQ. 1503 Air Transport Wing
APO 226, o/o0 Postmaster
San Francisco, Californis

Dear Father Curtis,

I congratulate you on your gromptmu‘ in sending your
monthly report and your very welcoms Jletter. It is slways in-

' teresting to hear how things are prooeeding, partiocularly in

the distant parts of the Par East.

' 1 am hﬁlp‘gy t0-learn that you are making some progan
with the men at the Poat and I hope that you will not get dis-
couraged if the results are not all that you desire. You know
that it takes time for a ssed to sprout and grow, and the same
is true in regard to our efforts to develop the spiritual life
among the people, '

| It 1is fortunate, indeed, thét you have an opportunity
ccoasionally to meet with the other priest-chaplains as I know
that 1t means much to keep in closs sssociation with them. -

We are enjoying vary pleasant wenther at the present
time and hope that 1t may endure for the rest of this month,
Presently many of the parishes are having baszaars, etc, to meet
their financial problems which sre quite prevalent in the Dio-
cese of Wirniona at the presgnt time. Everything seems to be pro-
ceedingyd satisfactorily and the response of the people to our
mission appeal recently was most gratifying.

Yesterday I attended the funarsl of I -
father in Waseon. He was 89 yeara of age and I em gpure that he
wags wall prepared to meet his God, T ‘

I have recently had ldters from . .

all of whom seem to be busy at their vericus posts
as I know that you are aven though your report does not show aa
manv g:oplﬂ as when you were at Lowry. I belleve that __
aven for Europe today for & two-year tour of duty in that
area, He has had quite a long service in the Army since I be-
lieve he left hare in 1943, -

Fortunately, at the present time all the prissts are
well and I hope that ‘hey remain 80 sinoe I will have only one for
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ordinatien next June. I hope that you are receliving The Courier
si,mc that will knp you abreast of the news throughout the
ocese,

This week Fathers Feiten and Dittman are lehndins

meatings at ntubu;fa Washington, Nexbt week I go to
Washingten for the Bishops' Meeting and hope to meet Buho
Griffiths there at that time. It al nakes one feel well to
receive & lavérable report frem the Military Ordinariste ooncern-
ing the chaplains and I am sure mtxomnuuprotﬂ of all
ouy pra.nt.n who' are serving in the srmed forces.

L With kindest uMs and best wishes from all st the
chamoxv. I beg to remain

Bimenly yourl in Christ, -

 Bishop 6f¢ Winens
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. HEADQUARTERS 1503D AIR TRANSPORT WING
PACIFIC DIVISION MATS
APO 226

1 December 1954

The Most Reverend Edward A, Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

I can't very honestly explain where the month of November went in such a hurry -
but it certainly evaporated, The enclosed report is a minor indication of gome
of the work accomplished. The picture still presents the usual fight to main-
tain merely quasi-normal standards of decency, So behind the report resides

a definite amount of energy expended to keep things going onthe straight and
narrow, In all honesty, it seems to be a one man battle for the Catholic Chaplain,

Last month the Chaplains (Catholic) stationedin this area of the Far East Command,
innaugurated the monthly day of recollection program. We have a day of recollec-
tion on the third Wednesday of each month, and convene at Sophia University w-
the Jesult University in Tokyo. We have three conferences on the spiritual life
== a Holy Hours, Rosary and Stations in common, The Jebbies hire a caterer to
serve a very wonderful lumch for us, and after the closing Holy Hour all of us

go down town to the University Club -~ which is the residirg place for the
bachelor Officers for the Far East Command of the Air Force in Tokyo -~ and have

8 very fine &inner,

The dgy of recollection is very much an inspirationd factor over here, We had
an extremely good conference master, and it was a healthy sensition to hear a
good lecture on spiritual and moral things. One can get so tired of the trivia
dished out in milltary thinking -- so much is compromising and laclking in true
inspiration, I often wonder if this ign't the reason why so many of the men go
haywire., Theday of recollection was somewhat of an old-home-week for me. I met
Fathers Ebner and Aschoff from the St. Cloud Diocese w. hadn't seen them in years,

‘and didn't lnow they were over here, Also met Father Berringer fromthe laCrosse

Diocese -- former Rector of the Seminary, Perhaps you know him, In addition g5 I
met Father Jim CGuerin, S.J., whom I hadn't seen since '8, He wag stationed at
Ste Peter and Paul's in Mankato, and gave quite a few retreats and Forty Howrs
around the Diocese. At the closing banquet, Archbishop de Furstenburg, the Papal
Delegate, and the Archbishop of Tokyo joined us at the University Club for dinner,
So you can see -- I an somewhat fortunate in getting at least a monthly contact
with a lot of the Padres, I can assure you, it certainly is a boost|

December is going to be quite busy. I ®n't know whether or not I mentioned that
I:have turned Choir Director on this tour of duty, At amy rate, I have had my
Choir going for about a month now -- and the men are doing very well, I have gbout
fourteen voices in i1 -- untrained, but willing, They have been ginging many
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fine hymns at Mass, and I try to teach them the traditional Latin Hymns of the
Church, The singing has made quite a difference at Sunday Mass -- and it is a
good morale factor among the Catholic boyw at this Base,

We are preparing the St. Basil Mass for Christmas Midnight Mass -- the Third
Credo -- and a few Advent Latin Hymns, I think the men will do very well, The
Midnight Mags should be carrled out in a wonderful Church-Military atmosphere
this year. I have been promised an Honor Guard of the Air Police -~ eight men,
T have about eight Catholic boys in the Air Police Squadron, and Captain

turns over backward to assist me at every opportunity, So the men will be on
hand for the Mass, I hope to get some pictures taken, and if I do, T will send
some on to you, You might be interested in seeing them. . So between the newly
formed Men's Choir, the Honor Guard, and the inherent beauty of High Mass (save
for the desecrating element of my vocal chords]), the spirituality of Christmas
in Japan will certainly be emphasized for the Catholic boys away from home this

yeals

T had better cease my rambling for the time being, and let you get back to the
more important things demanding your attention, Flease remember me to every-
one around the Diocese -- and my special ‘regards to 21l in the .Chancery, I
am sure Your Excellency is aware that my sincerest personal best wishes go:out
to you at the holy season of Christmas -- may Godeontinue to bless your life
and responsibilities in directing our very fine Diocese.

With kindest personal.regards, I continue to remain,

Respectfully in Christ,
WILLIAM.D, CURTIS

Chaplain (1st Lt) USAF
Catholi¢ Chapléin . : -

P.S. I meant to add this' -- I'am purchasing a magnificent Pontifical High Mass
Set as a gift to the Cathedral.- It will be sometime before the Set will
arrive, but I hope that it may te used at Easter time. Tt is made of hand
woven gold brocade and-all bthe desigring is hand embroidered, It will
have some magnificent hand embroidered work of the portralts of the

Hlessed Mother, etc, ' It is difficult to-Uescribe it in‘words, but:I

surely hope it will add to the splendor of Pontifical High Mags in the

Cathedral. 'The Set would come to about {1, 500,00 =~ $2,000,00 back in

the States -~ here it is a matter of only $250,00, ‘I have wanted. to give

something really beautiful tothe Cathedral from the Orient, and I can
think of nothing finer than this gift. When 1t arrives * gometime next
year, I hope you will be able to share my apprettation of the beauty of

the work ‘done on these vestments.

1|
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chtphin mnm D. umu :
5 L oy e

PO =
- APD 226 Mats e s a @ o sadiias
San Prancisco, california -

Dear Father Gurts.a,

.1 thank you ror your ohristma.a ‘card md for your
1etur and report which you have sent.  Time gertainly passas.
-quiokly.  Ib seams only a !‘ou lam m thnt x rocqa.ved ynur :
- yaport for. Ootobor. .- \

I un happy to hur of the ve ﬂ.na m angements
you have to meat with other priests for.a dav of moonoctﬁn
and social gathering. It is & mat help to one to meet h
!ll:mtlur pra.aats. mtiouzarly one ia far away frau the

ome buo .

R T Inmtld ndsn from. ur report that the rnponue
to your er!‘orta for ap:.r:ltual devolomnt is most matisfactory.
The number that you »eport as attending Mass and partioulayly
Nooturnal Momtim on Pivst Friday ia most gratifying,

E: . 5 Who Aut‘t'erad a slight stroke on
'mmkagivmg Day, has retired as- lein at the Mothsyrhouse.
That glves me another problen of Filling u vagshoy. When I had
the large olass for ordination last June, I antio pn. 4 & sur-

plus of priests, but scmehow or other. bhe.'r are all ass lged and
hence. I will have to make some: -nm: in order to prov for

-~ the Motherhouse. mpum hid an operstion
last wesk but we are pleased ﬂm:ha is improving and should bde
- able to restme him work sqon, of Windlom &lso has

mumanstm:mhopmsthat 1twmtboortao
lnnsdmuon.- X

‘ 4 ‘am most mtom to ;rou ror your. otter md
of vutmnta for a Pontifical Nass at the Cathedral, I will be
anxious to see them and I am sure that they will add much to

the equipment of our mother church,

With kindest regaxds and best wishes for a Happy
Christmas even though you are far from houe, I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,
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HEADQUARTERS
1503D AIR TRANSPORT WING, MEDIUM
PACIFIC DIVISION MATS
AFO 226
OFFICE QF THE CHAPLAIN

22 December 195

The Most Reverend Edward A, Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

Enclosed, are a couple of c¢lippings from the newspapers; they are
explanatory. I forward them to you knowing that you will be quite

int erested in them,

I was more than fortunate to be the first of the Air Force Chaplains to
welcome Cardinal Spellman to the Far East on his anmual Christmas tour
to this part of the world, I was amazed at His Eminence!s tireless en-
ergy, and his gemuine kindness to all whom he greeted. It surely was
a tremendous boost for the Base to have him offer Mass in the Chapel.

Lieutenant and Alxman served the Cardinal's Mass, and I
served as the Assitant Priest at the altar -~ remembering, what I could,
of the rubrics so thoroughly practiced back at the o0ld St., Thomas Pro- |
Cathedral during my days.as assistant. The old days certainly proved to
be a blessing, and 1t was a good feeling to have a sense of security and
knowledge of rubrics in assisting the Cardinail,

The Chapel was decoraged beautifully, and the Choir went completely out
of its way to sound extra-magnificent. In his talk, Cardinal Spellman
made a few extra remarks of praise along that line. It gawe the boys a
boost ~- and for the first time I breathed a sigh of relief that all of
the hours of practice had a gloricus eulmination.

I hope to be able to forward some large glossy prints lgfer on -- if you
feel so inclined, perhaps they would be interesting to place in THE COURIER.

T mention these few details, ne to indulge in any braggadocio -~ but to
inform Your Excellency of the honor that was mine. I do feel that the entire
pattern of His Eminence's stay at this Base was as beautiful and perfect

as he will receive on his tour. In some small way that will, I hope, re-

flect upon the Diocese of Winona.
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Christmas is quickly drawing near, and Midnight Mass should be
veryb eautifil. I hope to be able to forward some colored shots

of the Mass later on,

I repeat the greetings of my card -- and wish many wonderful blessings
upon your life and work for the New Year,

E

With Kindést persoflal regards, I wish to remain,

Bespectfully in Christ,

WILLIAM D, CURTIS ~ -
Chaplain -(1st Lt) USAF
Catholic Chaplain

b

B v . e
i i e
i . - > A
. ) Ty N
i Y o
p.
-
wha 1
f i ey
i v
] 3.
{0
o ]
“ =
F B il
i
&
:i 4
’
ol L
iy o
3
R L
i

WC000146



MILITARY AIR TRANSFORT SERVICE
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
Washington 25, D,C,

27 December 195l

Chaplain (1st Lt) William D, “urtis
1503d Air Transport Wing .

APO 226

San Francisco, Califormia

Dear Chaplain Curtis:

Your first indorsement on your Chg laln's Monthly Report for the °
month of November 195) carried the following statement:

"Chaplain Curtis takes a very mature and serlous-minded approach
to the many problems connected with his assigned duties, He
displays a great deal of initiative and energy in fulfilling his
responsibilities with a very miniimm of supervision., He candicts
himself &n a moSt exemplary manner andis well liked -and- highly -
respected throughout the command, I am campletely satisfied with
Chaplain Curtis! work and consider him to be outstanding in 411
respects,! - o : ’ '

It is most gratifying for me to note such a dommendation, This ‘is
partichlarly true because you come to your station at a most eritical time,
You have done a great deal to settle and quiet a number of issues, I am
very grateful to you for it. You are off to a good start,. My hope and
prayer is that the Lord will contime to bless youre fforts and make Jou
a power for good in your a ssigmment,

Most sincerely yours,

MARTIN C. POCH
Chep lain (Colonel), USAF
Staff Chgp lagin
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‘work at the hospital.

sanuary. 3, 1955

Ohap 'm---wmﬁmw&v Ol
150358 ALr ToEnddoh W%’
APO 226, Mate « . .

San. Frenclsco, Galfornia

Dear Pather Curtis,

X was very happy te 1meceive your latter with the

acdcount. of ‘the.visit. of Cardinal Spellman at your post, I
am sure that his presence did much to enourage you and the

‘men who ape so far from homa. I am also sure that the
Cardinal must have appreciated your abilit to assist him

at the Holy Mass. I will be happy to receive copies of the
plotures and will have one of them published in The Courier.

' We had ‘a4 very fins Christmas here. It is agreat
ochange to have a Pontifical Mags in our new Osthedral,
quite a oqubrast with the old 8t. Thomas ‘sanctuary where
fipace was so limited. Cae R T S

: -X called on yesterday at the hos-
pital in Rocheater whera . he. . is . now diving.. He 48 doing
very well but is still unable to say Mass because of h

is

paralysis of his left arm, Father Ploof has ‘taken
residence at the Motherhouse and Pather James Speok is at

With kindest regards and very best wishes from

all at the Chancery, I beg to renain
8incerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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HEADQUARTERS 1503D AIR TRANSPORT WING
PACIFIC DIVISION MATS
APO 226

3 Jamuary 1955

The Most ‘Revererd: Edidrd A, Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellsncy:

’y:\‘: 'f.\. o) ‘-.)13

This probably will not be so long a letter“a v Jaé‘bene 'was %:L S-fgﬁtl[

at the moment I seem to be catching up on a thousand thinds that slmewhat
slipped by in the rush preparatory to the arFi¥al «of Cardinal Speliman®
and Christmas, I am mor¢ than happy to let you know that efvery'bhlng during
the week of the Cardinal s arrival and Midnight Masswént off‘mobé bhan:
beautifully ~~ and once again, the Bsse is back at wgrk after a great morale
boost~ Eronf the two “eventsy T presume “you got my ‘Trather’ o\rei‘ -anxious and
enthusmsﬁ:.cf%ériﬁ:eg"detail"ir@mthe Cardgira) be' v:i_éit‘ ‘As yu';\ r[jay* wai!, :lmagine
I vas. more "Bhan pver:joyed' wiih the honori - P

u“tqf‘ .,. P oy i

I am emlasin’g" a-’c’opz',"* of a-~1 'h%}eﬁr'l‘It rocetved ‘o the Heacqua:t'ters of— ‘the
Mi1itary AIFITYE elfhor’b o8 lG diritind i Wabling fon, B 6, O/ Phe® 1 9EE8T

was forwarded ﬁl};ﬂ%&ln (Cplonbl)‘-‘Ma&vt‘in“G Poch'y. ftai'ﬁ 30 LIHiJ‘l for
the He'a?dquaivbers omrnadd forward’ theumterf ’tq 3mu niot” by Way~of. boasting,
but £8Met Pou kiow: bRt Iy work is satisfa.c’bo 2 al‘ld ‘be}.‘“{:ilrflgr‘"toj con‘clnue

NN i g

asking the favor of your prayers i‘m’ FOBEL* Thbrd 15”80 Tiieh o Bé done, and
my abilities and energies are limi 1,'(‘1 Ia,ve,,starhed{ I certainly want
to be blessed with the ccgritifiﬁa‘tmn oi‘ God fafro a.ncf grage,

I want to etbed 0y yOu rrw"pgrso‘ﬂal best"iﬁshes for a veéry happy and holy

' New Year -- and please convey these sentiments to all at the Chancery.

I am enclosing, too, iy xeport for the month of December.

With my kindest personal regards, I wish to remain,

RespectfMlly in Christ,
WILLIAM D, CURTIS

Chapld n (lst Lt) USAF
Catholic Chyp lain
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January 10,1955 .

Chaplain Hinim D, Ourtiu _ _ '
| igg&;ﬂ“m mgport Wing - o et gk e
‘Ban. Pwmiwog "éi:l.u'oma I A

":ﬁgar hthw éurun,

tar of ioh.you had. received .

'rmu the staff. chaplain, X lmow«tha.t it 18 well deserved
pnd T am sure that your sealou ;tfnwta Wil 40 maho’eu -

i

L AL T
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CARDINAL S RESIDENCE
452 MADISON AVENUE
New YORK 22

:f S e Iy

PRTASEE ANE LS DS BN January zsth ) 1 955

Dear Bishoo Fitzgerald:

During my recent visit to Japan.t.:
had the pleasure of meeting a.priest froma,the
Diocese of Winona, Rev, William D, 'Curfig,.and.

thought that your Excellency would.be.pléased.toskiow
that he 18 zealously devoting himself to the service
of those in the srmed forces and 1s highly.esteemed.by
those to whom he ministers. I told Fathér Curtis that

o Qnmyreturnsvo.New, York L would;write e tell you
yhexlg ﬁ§¥$ﬁ%n§uhﬂERIng%gﬂﬁga§%@Q

aénds, you;hig re.
+-gpectiful greetings~and;gogd wisghes; -
e VY 3 4 G b o Faa !"-Is':-.‘. ui;’fi Ml

4 “ - .
ke fhiat el

His Exoellency; won ¥ @ oo
Most Rev. Edward A, Pitzgere
Bishop.of Wingng... - fswvessiis
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Jenuary 88, 1955

452 Mad1B6n g—.
n§ﬂtu1q9ﬁ294 6 *“¥ BEe 0w 1o

°'avmiﬂ ﬁmi

RS R
J 2 Lair *n& blod . % ,H'

_'h:_! -I*E- r nn} a7 (

| ‘Bin! ig“gnxﬂgr .

uot ILaI 35
in which &: '
who i@ uﬁ‘l’ns Iamﬁmmu“ & %ﬂﬁgjﬂﬁaﬁ
Cyou-ware &ble-to a8 - I knéw from-his-; ‘bte_rg

to me how: mh i6 haui  PoP hm*!in&#ér his boys in

'sﬂm 16 hikvi! mﬁ"wﬁeﬁ%&m ?zur"m"' : - ::d‘tm:t

“ th“ Wut o

g« )
.veu ﬂﬁiﬁaﬂ"gﬁz P ERINTY
ml;m:*‘ g:p m'iews .

$0en bring & great hoost in
3 un who are uwinz 80 far

Bishop of Winona

bhe tx-ip was not too strenucus for
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ATO 226
OFFICE OF THE CHAPLATN

1 February 1955

The Most Reverend Edward A, Fitsgerald
Rishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

. I am forewarding my customary monthly report. -Agein, it gives but a very

... 34 view.of the general tenor of work,.: Such statistics c

an't give coloring

to the .real fight behind the written report relative to keeping up the courage

of these men- against . much that seeks to.destroy.

I am sure that 'b;v nowf you I'hé-.:fvéf recé?ﬁred ;_bhe pictures I gent to you -- the
one of Cardinal Spellman's Mass; the other, a photo of my self in uniform,
I had to,have these "official' military phots_taken a couple of weeks ago,

and it dawned on me that there were none
I thought perhaps it would te well to have such photos in the file.

While speaking of THE G’OURIER, several times Your Excellency has mentioned

that I might have noticed various b

mention in prewvious correspondence,
time, -- I am not receiving copies of THE COURIER over here.

than grateful were I able to do so. " Tt would mean much to keep abreast of
times,. for-I do miss much that is happening back home in the Diocees,

I have checked on the Pontifical Mass Vestment set, and it should be ready

sometime this coming month, T am in
it arrive for use at Mass on Haster Sunday morning.

beautiful and will be a splendid bit of property for the Mother €hurch of
the Diocese, There are many times when I gincerely wish T could do more.

Al o niinues well -- at times I am quite tired after a dayts grinding at
this work. It seems so.necessary. to keep up a ® nstant fL ow of energy in
order to push the points across to the men. But having seen what.I have s

over here ~- and reall

such in the records of THE COURIER.

its of news in that paper, I have meant to

but it has always slipped my mind at .the
I would be more

the

fond hopes that I will te able to have
The vestments are teuly

een

zing as I never have before the tremendous dangers to

the Faith, I am so grateful for the opportunity that is mine to be in this

Works
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Pebruary 5, 1955

- Chaplain William D. Curtis
1503rd Alr Transport Wing
(APD 226, ofo Postmaster. . .

"~ "New York, New York

Dear Father Curtis,

e oo The monthe certalnly pass quickly and I am reminded of
this fact by the pramptness with which you send yowr menthly re-
~porta. It is always helpful to 'hsar about the aotivities of my
chaplains and to know:-that they are mealously working for' the
glory of God. We at time grow weary and samewhat discouraged
but then we oan think of Chidst in:the  garden of fel when
'Hin-workc seemed to-be a failupe) but:thébe was an Easter of
<glorions rejoloing in the scaomplishment of that which He: had
come on éarth to do, Lo PR
1 am 8o that you have not been receiving The
Courier, I have oalled Monsignop Tiernsy end find that they
- have recently secured’ your new addyilss which I had neglected to
give to them, Ordinarily the Army or Alr Porce does tend a
change of address, but in this casé they aspparently postponed
':thi_lﬁr-:&ctl,.on-untii- recently. You should, therefors, begin to
receive The Courlexr regularly even though it mey be a few weeks
1ate, . I received the photos whioh you sent and -in the last
issue of The Courier the one with you and Cardinal Spellmsn at
- Holy MABs was published. i oo R e
o Qur new Courder is doing very well and just at present
we are in the midst of the press campaign for subsoriptions
which from early indications will be successful,

"~ I am happy to report that the priests of the Diocese
are well except _ ) . chaplain at Mother Frances
Re_l.st Hoqn, who seems to bes declining gradually, - . - o

Tomorrow Wwe observe Scout Sunday here and I wil) in-
vest 39 Boy Scouts with the Ad Altare Dei medal,
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1 too will be very happy to receive the pontifical

.vumntn set which you are so kindly having pre d for us.
I am wondering whether it also includes a m_-uf"'mz which
is so essential at a Pontifical Mass., A gremial vell, as you
know, is & rectangular plece of cloth of the same texture &s the

vestments and is used by the Bishop to cover his lap when
seated at the throne. ' : '

I heve received word that Pather Paul has opders to
report for duty in Gemany with the Amy semetime in April,
Pather Davy, as you nugo imow, went’ %o ~the first part
of December. I trust thit there may be no diffioulties in the
Par Rast, but frem sccounts in our papers things do not look
too bright, " I
e s With miny biessings snd best wishes from all at the
Chancery, X vematn . .o

S Sinogrely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winoma
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PACTFIC DIVISIOW, MATS
APO 226
OFFICE OF THE CHAPLAIN

1 March 1955

The Most Reverend Edward A, Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winem, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

I was very g rateful for your interesting letter Tast month gl “an :L"G ig”
always good to hear from you. It seems that the vast majority. of'- pnests
lose contact with $he Diocese while on duty in the’ Sérvice —- your letters
do help very much to keep: wa.l:.vq mymc—m ories,, m;y 1n1;erests, end the ultimate
return to the parish. 0 — it 2 , i

..l.. i -.-.,,..-."

I won't, c@nsmmw 'l:-eo moh of yuur t;ime w:Lth thls latterr I amri.n tha midat

of our annyal Freaching Migsions, Father: Sherddan opened,the Misgion.lagt night,
as you:carjudge from. the repert, and the responge was moye than, heartemng.
Father. Shegidan's arriva.l here .£ox. the, purppse of the. Missjon is;more. or less
like a reunion for me. He and I studiedfor the priesthood together;for about
geven years, he preached my Mirst Mass ’ and we have been the closest of friends.

80 ==, his: arr:.val ‘here is like a vitam:m shot ,g.n the arm,

ST o e
I am happy that you ment.:u ed the grernial veil in your 1ast- lett,er, I hac*
conpletely forgotten. tha-b item. It has baen o:dered. Z[, I';ave also orgie;-ed six
gold c:r.nctures to.go a:l.ong 1-rith 'bhe seby: The, set should be, rsady sametine
toward the. end;of -this week or nex-b. Loam amci.ous -bo haveit on.its way in @ der
that I might feel essured of i}ss arr:lva.'l in time, for, use at, the. Fontifical Yass
on Easters I am-in Hnd hopes that the set, w:.ll trul;y be a ‘bemat.jcful addition

to the. possessiem gf the Caphedral. R T .
I mﬁst close for now and e;et. & few thmgs done.; Time 15 ESO:Lng by rapidl} and
busgily. these Mission days. The men will get a great.deal-of. gcod from it all,
Ilﬂkm,___:_ e '_.. i 3 ? RRD it o 1 3 2 ; witi !

Please remenber me, o svoryons ab the chanry ‘.stnsifthraum%: the’ Diocege.

With kindest, persondl regards, I: continue-to,remd n,

U —

Regpectfully in Christ,
t P
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March 3, 1955

dain vWilliem D. Curtis :
Alr Transport Wing, Mediwm = . .. . . . ;
m 226, /o Postmaster ' ' _
ﬂgn_?mcisoo, Guiramia :

De ’ pather Oursis,

S Youl pmnpt and’ resum lotters uth the reporta
are always most weloome. The time seems to pase a0 quick-
e\ g thut one 13 realizes that a month ollpa 8. Your,

e, 8 xv o indichte pramﬂ W Y GPust ShAt your
SRR, mi‘t ’mungm. t was-Wondarful “for you to
. friend and o mu 6o préach the Mission: for

s 'E-hiv‘ém
S you’ Whid” Mm Sure ‘that -Ahy th:lnsa %o a uoun o
fnuwaa.!y holprnx to 6’”&’&‘3 i

I ent’hap) tq Toar thut tﬁn nmnnt- abéut o
adya.nd!shll ook forward to seeing them, !ouhuvo
not méntloned how you expeat’ to send z ‘heré, but I would
‘Bdvise you that if they are to be eént by mail or axpress
86 that they hi throligh the Customs office ap ﬂ%; Panl
0 ogreat ca¥e will have to be taken in opd¥r 8o oleay them
‘6ustom duties imposed upon importations. Ib-would be
“-'necessaty> that  they be sent t6 the Cathedral of ‘the Sucred
Heart, Winona, Minnesota, and also that evidenos be forth-
. ooming that they werse ordered by the Cathedral for the use
~ of ‘the Cathedral. However, if you dre sending them by
‘somdone” who 18 ntul*nins to the States, he could- brins them —

*_ in under his quots allowed for import, that 18, $500,00

value declered as his own. I merely mention these things
~4n order that complications might not arise on this end.

With kindest regarde end best wishes, I beg to
remain _
S8incerely yours in Christ,
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- PACIFIC DIVISION, MATS
APO 226
OFFICE OF THE CHAPLAIN

15 March 1955

The Most Heverend Edward A, Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street
Winona, Minnesota

Your Escellency:

FEFE R

This will be a comparatively short letter.' I have Just sent the B
vestments on to the Cathedral, Ther are going out-'of 'hére by plane —-
and will be transferred to parcel post delivery in the States. It
conveniently happens that-the  Postal:Officer- herét at’ the Base is an
extremely ‘devout Italian Catholi¢ --rso:to hiifry ‘delivery, ‘hets putting
the vegtments on & plaile instea.ﬂ of getting them ofi- a‘boat, The vest-
ments ahould arrive sometime w:lt‘hi.n.g the ne'xt ten days‘_ _ :
Rega&ding customs, etc., all of that. has tc be declamd here at the
"'Pogt Office and 4. gned by another Verifying' officed -~ so there should
be no difficulty in 't.hat regard. I have crated the vestments in crder

to proteot -bhem.

I truly hope that‘ you w1]_1 1ike thlam. I'ri' all hbnéé’tfir, I 'think ‘bhé" ‘WOr}'
is extremely beautiful. I have ordered six gold cinctures d ong with
the vestments =~ they will ‘be'packed with the vest.nents._ There are three

boxes in all. i,
T will be awaiting your pléasire when this gift arrives,
Please remember me to everyone,

With kindest regards; I continue: to remain,

Respectfully in Christ,
WILLIAM D, CURTIS

Chapld n (lst Lt) USAF
Catholic Chaplain
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DADYUARTELS
15030 AIR TRANSFCOT WL
PACTFIC DIV S10H,

AFC 228
CRYICE OF 7HE CHAPLATY

1 April 1955

The Most Reverend Hdwerd &, Fitrpersld
Fishor of Winona
275 Harriet Street

Winena, Mirmesota

Your Escellency:

With a hasty perusal of the enclosed Monthly Report, You may gain some
idea that the boys have -icked up a bit during lent -~ but far from the
degree I would like to see, Also, you mey gain same iden of the very {fine

success met with at the time of the Mission.

The Mission was a wonderful spiritual chellense to the men, znd it alse did

me 2 lot of good to sit down and listen to th- eternal. truths presented as
Fathsr Sheridan vresented them. I feel that I made somewhat of a small retreat
ryself. Tather Sheridan's presence was & great beost in evary war.

I belizve in my previous ledter to yon I mertiored that Father Sheridan and I
have been the closest of friends. e studied together for almoat seven yoars,
and it was he who presched at my First lags, Our reunion in Tokyo was mmsthiny
heither of us ever dreamed in the farthest deserts of mossibility -~ but the
strange ways of Providesce must be admived! We had sone gres times together,
and it was a wonderful boost to me,

Father Sheridan gained first hand lmowledge of the tremendous rorel obstacle s
the ‘Chplain mist “ace in an assigment such as this, Tt vould reallybe hard
to belicve were one not on hand to see, Frior te @ ming here, he thought ruch
of the situation to be exaggerated -~ when he Bft, his convictions ran in the
oprosite direction, This is a sign of & strong reaction that some of the
priects who have attained higher military rank don't seem to worry about, For
sore strange reason, their possession of rank and keeping that rank somehor or
another takes over in thair life, Recentl:, T have becoms very discouraged and
quite upset over the rezctions of a conple of priestswho are Licutenant Uolonels
in the 4ir force, ‘hey dou't seem to back my Xdeas or resctions to this sit.
uation. One of tham is becoring a bit resentad by some of the Chapld ns around
ders, A Padre t& ing these attitudes is ofte more of s discouraging situstion
than the Military indifferece to norel resnonsililt ties,

I am getting themen lined up for Confimation in Fay, Archbishop ioi of rokyo
Will te administering the Secrament at dpiphany Pariét in Omeri prefecture -- not
bos for Trom the Basao, 1% will be a1t interesting cobination of the rocention
ration of the Bacrament in a Japanese parish,

of the Holy Uhost and the =minist \r
epanese Archbishop oi vokyo.

wbh wowleriul Japenese Uithelics, anl the v
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The memories they will hove of the recephion of Confimation should alvays bear

the very foraeiul impact of the universality of the Uhurch.

text veek is Holy Week and it will be a week of & xtra ush -- but move then wort
it. 1 thought 5'd enclose the cory of the week Ly sulletin & pub out for the
men, Perhaps you might like to glance over iv.

Honsignor Hale informed me that the vestmenvs arrived sare and sound, L &
so grateful for their timely arrival, 2nd here that the splendor of the macter

ceremomies at the Catiiedral will pe mpde move beantiful with the weazring of

the vestments. Un that day, T would appreciate an pxbra meme to in your pragers
at Pontifical iass thet my work over here contirue to bo blessed in every ways

1 must sign orf tfor now, L extend the warm Joys of the master Season tc you --
and please rememver me to all at the Uharcery and throushout the Diacese.
#ith my kindest personal regards, 1 contirme to remd n,

[0 * o

pectivlly in vhris

o

WLLLLAG Dy GURLLS
vhaplsin (Lst Lt) UsAr
Catholic Chapldan
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April 4, 1955

Chaplain William D. Curtis
1503rd Alr Tranasport Wing
APO €26 o/o Postmaster
Sm l'raminoo, cuuom:.a
vl L -

- Dear ram;’dureu; SR s

Franlt um te 9%%1”! vcm on tm cxanuenb .-,-
mte whioh you -have shown in-selesting the pontifical -
8ot of vestments. for.the-Cat 3ic .':mn surely are
~ beautiful and will enhance greatly: the-solsmunity of a .
Pont:u‘ical Mass. I hopt to use hen on lantor Sunday

‘,wn m mozt ax'utcrul mo you ror yaur amronity
p that God may bless youfor your.
thousht sa. I trum; that you will enjoy:-& very.
Happy Easter and that the blessings of Almighty God mnv
= be with wou and. your.men 4u;'1ns‘tam!o holy: mu.

= I‘I,th k.tndose rogaxvds and ‘bast vuehas, T bas

;e

" t6 remain’

= o e e S

u!.

- ,s.;mxely yours m..thist'.f:r :

Bishop of Winona-
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HEADQUARTERS
1503D AIR TRANSPORT WING, MEDIUM
PACIFIC DIVISION, MATS
APO 226
OFFICE OF THE CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN

2 May 1955

The Most Reverend Edward A, Iitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winone, Minnesota

Your Iixcellency:

Again, I place my monthly report before your consideration, Now that
Ient is over, the usual trend dovmward will take place in attendance
reports for Mass and Holy Commnion, stc, But that is a typical stock-
market slump thsat seems characteristic of Catholic patterns of life all

over{d

I'm rather up to my neck in a lot of work and responsibility here. The
newly-appointed Protestant Chaplain had to be sent back to the States

due to recurrence of his cancer condition. Word has come down fram Head-~
quarters that there will be no replacement for him until at least the END
of Julyl Yo that leaves me here alone as the only Chp lain on the Base,
It does make quite a bit of difference -~ md I have noticed a tremendous
absorption of time each day.,” There aren't sough hours to go arcund,

I don't mind the deal in the least -~ in fact, given the situwation as it
exisis over here, I'm rather glad to be exerting my influence. In a situ.
ation such as thig the Catholic priest can really do a great deal of good
by way of bregking down prejudice amd misunderstanding,

Next Sunday I'1l have azbout twenty-two of my people Confimed. I have made
arrangements for the men to be confirmed by Archbishop Peter Doi at Epiphany
Catholic Church about five miles from the Base, We will be confirmed along
with quite a few Japanegse converts from that Yarish, It should be interesting
~~ and for the Americans ~- many of whom are converts -- it should be a
strong demonstration of the universality of good old Mother Church. I am
rather sure that the ceremony will have its humourous aspectd - Archbishop Doi
is typical Japanese in structure, and most of the American men will be taller
than the Archbishop even when they are kneeling down{ He is a wonderful man,
however -- and it goss without sering over here that his spiritual stature

ontwd ghs the physicall
I had plamned on taking sane vacation in mid-July. However, Iw as asked to
remain -on the Base until the new Chglain arrives, I realiv had intended to

do this, anyhow, for it would be more than umsise te leave the Base without
a resident Chaplaincy, Father Ramon Bloch from the Archdiocese of Denver and
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PACIFIC DIVISION, MATS
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OFFICE OF THE CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN
L=

myself were going to go to Hawaii together. Both of us studied together
at St. Thomas SeminAry in Denver and hadn't seen one another for almost
eight yoars prior to his assigmment over here in Japan, What our plans
will be now, is hard to tell. If he can arrsnge his leave time at =
later date, we will still have some rest in Hawaii, I will be ready
for it -- at times, I get rather over-tired. However, I guess that is
more my fault for not really knowing how ‘co relax.

I must sign off for now, Please Temember 'me to everyone - around ,the
iocese -- and esvecially to all at the Chancer;,. ) ‘

With my lcindest personal regards, end asking a memento in your prayers.
for myself and these wonderful men entrusted te my care, I comtimie to-

remain,

Resppcti‘ufu v in Ghnst,

ok, Qs

WILLIAM D. CURTIS °
Chep lain” (1st Lt) USAR
Chthollc Chgp lain i
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-May 13, 1955 .

mwhmwunmb Curtis
HQq.. 152234 Aly-Transport Hing, Madium

Sa:n Francisco, California
Dear, Father durtis,iqw;;";ﬁ B

Asa:l.n I an mterul t;a you ror tho monthly re-
port and your letter which outlines your many activities

at the Base, - I am gure. !zhat you -are kept bugy, but you

must try to relax aomawhat "é.f‘““ that we cannot do
all th.‘mgn at bnop. - kRS20 ,

LR 3.\ .,1\\ _‘-#’
Bverythﬂ.ng here ET) pmgrassing nica.'l.y 8¢t.
John's at Rochester is At present in"the midst of a
finanoial on‘mpugg which.from all accounts is most suo-
céssful., A new church will be & aplandid saaet to the
cathol:lc Churah in Roohester. -

H:lth kindeat reganh and best w:l.shcs, 1 beg
to remain

singere-ly -yours -m Ch"rist ’

Bishop of Winona

mrat  ag s gt

3
P

y?

lT
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HEADQUARTERS
1503D AIR TRANSPORT WING, MEDIUM
PACIFIC DIVISION, MATS
APO 226
OFFICE OF THE CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN

1 June 1955

The Most Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

It seems tobe getting more and more difficult to account for time
anymore. I very frankly don't know wherve it goes, and each month

as I'sit down to drop a note your way, it does not seem possible that
there has been an interjude of thirty days.

The summer weather is slowly creeping into Japan, and orce the heat
and humddity hit us, confort =hill not be in sight until late Fall,

There has been guite a bit of excitement around the old Base this

past month, The Officer's Club burned nicely to the ground a couple

of weeks agc., As a result none of the Officers here at the Base has

a Club to cd 1 his own. We eat st the Aimment's Club, the NCO Club,

and ¢t the Airmen's Mess hall, Of course, wherever I heve heen assligned,

I hpve made it a point to eat at the Adrmen's Mess two or three times

a week ~- just to eat with themen periodically. It'!'s good for them --

and it is good for me, So the recent conflagration hasn't put too much

a dent in my eating habits! T feel rather sorry for the Officer's s however,
for with no club, it is di fficult to haverelaxation., Tokyo is quite a
distance from the Bgse -- and the morels are none too high, Visiting
Gfficers are in a lurch, And, of course, this Base is flooded with visiting
Officers every day, I hope a new Club can be built as scon as possible,

The cause of the fire was due to faulty wiring., The Japanese can still
learn a bit about electricity, I guess,

Confirmation ceremonies were very impressive, Archbishop Doi was the
confiming Prelete, I assisted him and his assistant and Father Takai,
pastor of Epiphmy Church in Omori, Tolgo, Japan, I guess my hel ght was

quite a contrast to all the others in the Sanctuary, Archbishop Doi

comes somewhere near my chest, and Fother Takai is still smaller, Hay

of my men remarked that it looked somewhat humorous every time I bemoved

the Archbishop's Mitre. However, 4 1 for thehenor and glory of God --

the tall Americans and the small MNinponese give strong -~ even if humourous -~
evidence of the universality of Mother Church,

WCO000165



wC

HEADQUARTERS
1503D AIR TRANSPORT WING, MEDIUM
PACIFIC DIVISION, MATS
APO 226
OFFICE OF THE CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN

2=

I am still alone on the Base. A new Protestant Chaplain has not been
apnointed as yet, a1 d probably won t arrive until sometime toward the
end of July, The work load gets h8avy at times, and there isn't much
time to one's self under the présent circumstarces, However, I enjoy
being alone like this very rmuch -~ and in a certain sense probably
have the eewy of may other Padres. In 4 1 honesty, the Protestant
Chaplains contimue to drive everyone a bit crazy, ard not heving one
of these gugs around, makes life and work very enjoyable,

I am hoping, however, that amther Chzplain will get hers sometime during
the summer in order that I might get some leave, I haven't been off this
Base for a complete day since arriving last August, and feel the need for
some rest and relexation, Father Bloch and I pla on going to Hawaii for
leave, We were both in the Seminary together -- St. Thomas in Denver --
and gre both assigned over here, FYleasant coincidence, So I hope our
plans for vacation will materialize, It will be good to relax, get some
sun, and do a lot of swinming in Hawaii, I could think of no other
place more pleasant, Ve can fly from here to Hawaii in ten or eleven
hours ~- and transportation will be nothing, simre military flights leave
this Base every day for that area. In fact, our Headguarters for this
Command are in Howaii, And Headguarters is pretty good to its Chalains!

I had better sign off for now, and lev you return to the more important
business you have before you.

Continue to remember me and my men in your daily Mass and prayers.
Spirituelly ad morally, I guess the horimns of this work will never be
seen, There is a great deal to do each dyy by way &f inspiration and
encouragement along these lines of life, I certainly hope that God is
blessing my efforts, Bul soretimes, it certainly is hard to tell what

ie coming of sll of this, At the same time, I don't know where these men
would be -~ or the future-of our Church back home -~ were the priest not
in wniform., I certainly contime tobe gratefuvl to you for having given
me this opportunity. It's a wonderful work -- even though a wearing

chall enge,

Remember me to everyone in the Diocese -~ and special regaxis to the
Chancery crowd,

Resg retfully in Our Lord,

WILLIAS D, CURTIS
Chap lain (1st Lt) USAF
Catholic Chap lain
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HEADQUARTERS
1503D AIR TRANSPORT WING, MEDIUM
PACIFIC DIVISION, MATS
APO 226
OFFICE OF THE CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN

2 June 1955

The Most Reverend Edward A, Fitégerald
Bishop of Winons

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Exceliercy:

"In compliance with your desires, I wish to notify you of a new

change of address, This change does not represent a change of
assigmments, strictly speaking, nor a change of location,

Recently, decision has been made to make this Air Force Base a
Base under FEAF Command, rather than ontimue to maintain it under
MATS Command. HAs a temoorary gesture along this line until FEAR
assimes full command in October, the temporary Air Base Group has
been established to work out Command and policy. %hen FEAF assumes
command in the Fall, everything will be in working order, I have
been assigned to the Air Base Group prepzratory to my coming under
FBAF Command in Octobers The entire mattsr is merely achange of
Conmand here at the Base -- i for clarification, I thought I

had bettdr notify of the slight change in address:

Chaplain (Ist Lt) William D, Curtis
Office of the Catholic Chgp lain
Headquarters, 1503d Air Base Group (MATS)
AP0 226, San Francisco, California

In October, I will rost likely have ancther Command address, and

*1will forward the same to you when that change occurs,

With kindest persond regards, I continue to remain,

Respectfully yours in Christ,

U

WILLIAM D, CURIIS
Chap ld. n (Lst Lt) USAF
Catholic Chaplain
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June 9, 1955

Reverend William D. Curtis

Office of the Catholic Chaplain
1503rd Alir Transport Wing

APO 226 San Franoisco, California

Dear Father Curtis,

I am pleased again to receive your May report and your
very excellent letter concerning your activities and 1life at the
Post. I am sure that God is blessing jou in your work and that
the fruits of your labor will manifest themselves in the years
that are to oome, I sincerely hope that you will be able to
have the vacation in Hawaii as you planned because relaxation
of that kind will be most beneficial for you. It hardly seems
possible that almost a year has passed since {ou went to the
Far East, but I am sure that the next year will pass as quickly
and that you will be ‘able to roturn to the 3States to renew
your acquaintances.

I believe that FPather Sheehan will be home for duty
in the Diocese in July. I will be able to use him bacause we
had only one ordination this year., Monsignor Speltz informs
me that the prospeocts for reglstration in September are excep-
tionally good as there are already 15 young men from the Diocese
who have applied. God certainly has blessed us,and our prayers
for an inocrease of vocations seems to have produced good reaults.

I Just received a letter from Father Davy who is in
Europe. Apparently ha isa at a secret station as he has never
given us the exaot location., He did state in his letter that
the planes went to Tripoli in North Africa recently for 30 days
of special training. He was there for five days with them and
while there met the Bishop of Tripoli who confirmed a class at

that Base.

Father Harold Paul writes from (ermany that everything
is going fine and that he likes it very much,

I believe that this 1is about all the news.
With kindest regards and best wishes, I beg to remain
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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1503D AIR TRANSPORT WING, MEDIUM
PACIFIC DIVISION, MATS
APO 226
OFFICE OF THE CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN

29 June 1955

The Most Reverend Edward A, Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

Itm forwarding this report for June just & couple of days earliex
than-usual this month, My statistics can't change in the next two
days, so I don't think I'1l be compromising my honesty in any wayl

T am also forwarding & few snapshots Itve had around me for a little
while -- perhaps you might find them interesting, I really should
gend plctures more feequently to give you a better idea of things
over here, but I never seem to get around to such detalls.

I am gtill here handling the entire Chaplaincy. I received word
this week that & new Protestant Chaplein would be arriving -- in
all probability -- in August. I will be grateful fHr his arrival.
When he gets settled a bit, I'11 be able to get away from here
for a couple of weeks and take a vacation, I'11 beglad for the
change of pace -- and the opportunity to relax.

The summer heat is really setting in with a great deal of intensitye.
From now until October, we'll alll be mopping our brows and changing
our khakls frequently. The heat plus the humidity make a rather
uncomfortable situation. The various -~ and imnumerable -~ odors of
Japan have their hey-day from now on, too, It's quite a challenge
todrive into Tokyo without gagging slong the way, Or a drive into
the country will really lring an onslaught to the olefdctory nerves.

Time continues to go by very rapidly. It hardly seems possiltle that
practically a-year has spent itself. I can't account for the time}
Being kept busy makes it impossible. I am confident that my next year
will be as interesting as this past one, = And then -- the expectation
of the new assigmment brings a lot of color toward the end of onels
tour, Wherever the Chaplain hits -- overseas or Stateside -~ there's

a lot. to be done.
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Dather St. John, S.J. -- a Lieutenant Colonel in the Air Force w- was

anaf;ng through here 2 couple of weeks ago. He works out from the Chief

C'-lth P laing Office in the Pentagon, He mentioned that the shortage of
M. Otic priests in the Adr Force at the present time is 108 of the bare
Wag ot requirements. I believe when I came in fwo years ago, the shortage

th, [5s The problems seems to get more acute, I don't knoy exactly where
the Trouie is -~ but two of the greatest proklems that drive most of
the Priests out center around the unbelievable approach ad conmbacts with
Da.ti Otestant ministers who are Chaplains, They sorely tyy onels
tl‘olence and charity -- and, of course, they are in adminigtrative con-
n“'thifnr the most pert. Red tape, fear, lack of good Judgment -- to say
. Ng of the prostitution of eeligion -~ drives most of the padres
ahfht out of the Service. I'd say the largest single factor for the
Bea Ttage 1y the tangled web of existence alongside these "heretics',
Ongy Ve Me, they can be trying. The other problem that gets under
hig 9 skin'ig the deluge of paper work. Father Shechan fougd that

Yaat Ctross, I guess.

-...Ewe"’er » I continue to like this work very much. One thing I am learning
T-rhﬂwith tremendous profit, I hope -- is the virtue of patiencel I some-
Ly SUspect that I'm growing a bit adept in diplomacy -- always could
T ahﬂome of that, as you know, Eventually, when Ireturn to the prish,
T Al haye acquired d great deal from this experience. I hope that

YL pe able to contime on doing my share in the Chaplaincy,

X
. Eh_ge&m to ramble quite a bit once my fingers let loose over this machine.

Ugh of your time has been consumed with this month's "epistle",

R,
3\1‘?}1 STber me to everyone around the Diocese, and do keep me and the men
' ¥ prayers,

L :
: h My kindest regards always, I contimue to remain,

Respectfully in Christ,

%}%u—/ &-«\M
WILLIAM D, CURTIS

Chaplain (lst Lt) USAF
Catholic Chaplain

WC000170




wC

July 7, 1855

Chaplain William D. Curtis :
Office of the Catholic chaplam
Headquarters

15034 Air Base Group ( i

APO 226, San Prancisco, California

Dear Pather Curtis,

A I thank you for your report, and partioularly
for your very interesting J.et:ter and snapshots, From all indl-
cations you are standing the change of climate very well, The
pioture that you had taken near the Emperor's palace certainly
is a very splendid one. I am happy to hear that you are finding

your work interesting and satisfac or{ I am sure that the ex-
perience will be a most valuable as for you in future years

of your prieathood,

' I am cxpncbm Father Sheehan to report in the Dio-
cese about July 20, sume he must be in the States by this
time as he expscted tu ave Burope around the firast of J I
am soryy thnt I did not have a prieat available to send in is
place, but with only cne ordination this year, we will have to

ntrusglo along depending upon Ood to ppare our priests.

‘The picture of your chapel was very interesting.
It cexrtainly must bo most attractive to the he nho mdlooated

8o far from home, Thelir generoalty to the new
priest ought to bring many blessings to them.

Everyone at the chuwery sends greetings and best
wishes,

With kindest regards, I beg to remain
8incerely yours in Ohrist,

Blshop of Winecna
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HEADQUARTERS
1503D AIR TRANSPORT WING, MEDIUM
PACIFIC DIVISION, MATS
) APO 226
OFFICE OF THE CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN

1 August 1955

The Most Reverend Edward A, Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winong

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Mimesota

Your Ixcellency:

This menth will mark my anniversary of arrival in Japan -- I signed

in on this Base August 17th one yea ago. If Iwere to give an honest
appraisal of where the time has gone, I believe I would be completely
stymied. If the following year goes by as quickly, my experiences in
the Far BEast will have tome and gone like =z breath of air - and I will
not have accomplished all that I would like to do, However, ¥ guess that
is the usual complaint wherewer one goes, for there is always so much to
be done -~ and so much to seeover here,

I am forwarding my monthly report for your inspection,

The heat hps been intense over here -- as I underst.nd it has basen byck
home, Mother has writiten in her last few letters of the teriible heat
dovn home in South Bend, Indlana. I imagine Winona is sweltering along
the Mississippi shores, too, Over here in this Pacific area, the heat
gets over oppressive at this time of the year because of the typhoon seasen,
Lven though the typhoons don't hit us directly (so farl) , the create a
great deal of atmospheric pressure that works haovoc with the humidity., Most
of the men look like walking dish cloths in soaken khaki shirts and trousers,

Enjoyed my first chance to get to one of the beaches last Saturday, After
Hass, a group of the erilisted men and myself drove down to Enoshima -- gbout
am:hour's drive from the Base. First swim I've had in the blue Pacific --
and itwes wonderful, to say nothing o6f relaxing, Hope to go every Saturday
from now on -~ it's good to g et away,

I have rdceived word that the Protestant Chaplain willbe arriving sometime
in mid-September. That will enable me, finally, to Ieave this Dase and get”
some rests Father Bloch and I will go to Hawaii for a couple of weeks, When
I return, I will make my Retréat with the Columban Fathers, I have arranged
the deal with thems I spend some of my free time with them at their houge

of studies over here ~~ and I havé two very good friends among the Japancse

priestd -. nearby Japanese w rishes,
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I must close for now. You will notice in my report, thet I have finally
officiated at two Japanese-American marriages, It somewhat goes against
the grain in some ways -~ but then, A 1 things beinge qual, I guess these

problems work themselves out., Both girls involved are beeoming Catholics.

I will be baptizing them sometime in November, I hope,

Flease remembor me toe veryone, and I hope you will be able to met some
vacation for yourself during this heat,

With my kindest regards elways, I continus to remain i

Reske ctfully in Christ,

. s QL

WLLLIAL D, CURTIS
Chaplain (1st Lt) USAT
Catholic Chaplain
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1503D AIR TRANSPORT WING, MEDIUM
PACIFIC DIVISION, MATS
APO 226
OFFICE OF THE CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN

31 August 1955

The Most Reverend Edward &, Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winhona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Mimnesota

Your Excellency:

The end of this month -~ August 3lst 1955 -- brings to a elose another
month's work, concerning which I am forarding my report, and also marks
another milestone to my life. This pa ticular day happens to be my
birthday, and brings me up to a grand totdl of thirty-six years, In
about four more years, I!ll be at that point where life is supposed to
beginl I dn't feel exactly full of the ssme pep and energy T did vhen
- I was ordesined at twenty-seven, and at the same time, I don't feel so
cloge to the threshkhold of forty. But the years have a way of creeping
up! 4and so here I am in Japan, a healthy American cleric, celebrating
ny birthday among the Ordentals|

This coming month should bring some relief to my work, The Protestant
Chaplain will be arriving -- 1f all goes according to anticipated schedule,
I don t particularly care to be around these characters, but all runs
snoothly in spite of theological differences.  Every Padre has about the
sane feeling, I guess, It seems to be a tradithon anong the Chaplains.
But at least, when the new Chaplain arrives, it will relileve me of a great
deal. of mper work, lecturing, writing of arbicles for the Base hewspaper,
etc, And, of course, I do want to gel some rest and relaxabion,

I have made arrangemenis to male my Retreat with the Columban Fathers at
their House of Studieshere in Tokyo, Due to the fact that I will not be
able to leave the Base untii . the new Chaplain arrives, I carnot get away
for the scheduled Retreat for the Chaplaing in the Far East, In a way,
Im happy to be able to make my Retreat with the Columbans - it will

be a strietly closed Retrealt, and T do feel a nced of a complete spivitual
exercise and surrounding after the past year, I'11 let you kmwow more
about this matter when the time arrives -- the Retrest is set for

October 9th
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As I have noted on my report, a group of Cathelic Officers and their wives

have asked me to head their Christisn Family Movement prograr, Father A¥er, S.J.,

was chapla n to the group up until about a month sgo. He was a professor of
rhilosophy at Sophia University here in J'ol{yo -- the Jesuit University here,
He has been assigned to the States again, and so I am taking over, I lmew
gome of the couples m1d attended scme of the meetings during the year -- out
of interest. I am more then hapny to be taking on this kind of work, and
feel that a great deal will be accomplished for strengthe ing military family
living, In many ways, our fine Catholic couples miss so much that the parish
can do for the family unit, You would be more than pleased.to meet these
reople, I know ~- many are Catholic college graduates, and all are intensely
spiritualmninded. It does me a lot of good personally to meet with them --
nakes me feel like a genuine priest a couple of nights out of the monbhi

Enough for now,

Plesse remember me to everyone around the Diocese, and I am alweys srateful
for a memento in Your Emcellencyt!s prgyers -- for me, and certainly for the
men entrusted to my spiritual care and leadershin,

With my kindest regards always, I continue to remaiu,

Respectfully in Christ,

Fl

WILLIAM D, CURTIS
Chaplain (1st It) Usar
C8tholic Chaplain
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September 20, 1955

Chaplain William D. Curtis
Office of the Catholis Chaplain
Headquarters 1503d Air Base froup

"APO 226 San Francisco, California -

Dear Father Curtis,

o I thank you for your reports of July and August.and
for your two letters which I have receivaed, I am happy to hear
that everything 1s progressing nicely and I trust that you have
had a good vacation.’ _ :

We have been quite busy in the Diocese and will be for
the next month., . Our Dioccasan Relly for men at Albert Lea was a
great success with a very large attendance. I hope that you are
recelving The Courier regularly so that you are kept abreast of
the news ol the Diocese. . - : '

, ﬁa_have had a very wam summer'here but today 1s quite
comfortable and 1t is a beautiful fall day, We do need rain,
but I guess we should be satlisfied with thinges as they are.

I have Juat heard from that he has been
transferred to Chicago where he will be near his mother who is
not well., It is gquite fortunate for him. He tells me of the
great shortege of chaplains in the Air Force. I wish that 1t
were posyible for me to furnish more priests, but Just now I
have no 8pare priests avallable,

Monsignor Freking was home for the month of August and
we were very happy to see him,

With kindest regards and best wishes, I beg to remain
) Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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inform MHonsignor Tiermeyr of the clumee, he wight nake
for 1i% COURIER,

If dpu o uld kin
a rey address ¢l

I russ don off Sor now & ¢ get a fow thinps dene. uite a bit of mdl has

stecked up on my desk, and it had better get some attenition beforé the

treei 13 oub. '

rd ieve me of a considerzble

il ire Lo pot over to thoe Hogultad
and I hiope te b2 pble 4o e a2 Bib nore {ree to spend s
the fazilies, Ky remeining yeer in Japan will cervainly be cor

xood deel of wonderful work with our Cstholic people over heve,

alg g:rival here wuill

iquned

&

Fle,se remewbor me Lo everyone, and I conbtinue to bez the favor of your

DIRYErs.

.

With my kindest ners nel regards aliarys, I contimue to rewvain,

Fespestfally yours in Christ,

WILLIAN D, SUST
Cheplain (let Lt) Usim
Catholic Chaplain
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October 18, 1955

Chaplain William D. Curtis

Office of the Catholic Chaplailn
Headquarters, 6048 Alr Base Wing
APO 226 San Francisco, Californila

Dear Father Curtils,

As usual I am very pleased to pecelve yowr letter
and report., I was also pleased to hear that you were able
to secure a vacation and that you enjJoyed it In such a
favorable environment as Hawail. I am sure that 1t nust
have been very relaxing to be freed from the routine work

of the Air Force.
| I have notified Monsignor Tlerney conhcerning
your change of address and hope that The Courler wlll reach
you 1ln due tlme.
Everythlng here remains about the same. We are
now having real fail weather and I am busy with a schedule

of Confirmations and dedications which I hope to complete
before the bad weather starts,

I trust that your retreat was a splritual rejuvena-
tion and I am grateful to you for your remembrance of us 1n
your prayers. All the members of the Chancery send you

thelr greetings.

With kindest regards and best wilshes, I beg to
remaln

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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HEADQUARTERS
6048TH AIR BASE WING (FEAF)

APO 226
Office of the Catholic Chaplain

31 October 1955

The Most Reverend Edward A, Fitzgerzld
Bishop 6f Winona

275 Barriet Street

Winona, Mimesota

Your Excellency:

Enclosed, please find my monthly report -- and a couple of snapshots
taken at a recent Bsptism which I thought you might like to see just’
by way of current interest in this Padre far away from the Mother

Diocese,

As you can suxrmise from the enclossd report and atteched Military
Ordess, I made my Retred this pmst month., I was very grabeful for
the opportunity, and feel that the Retreat did me a great deal of
poode It was a completely closed Retreat, and a Jesuit priest, Father
Hughes from Sophia University here in Tokyo, preached the Retreat
along the line of the Ignatian Spiritual Exercises. Afher all the
tush and burden of the past year, it was good to be secluded at the
Monastery -- and above all, wonderful to have silence. I really
think that it was the silence that made the Retreat so successful

an experience &or me personallye.

Tt was rather inspiring, too, to see somany of ths Golumben Fathers
come inf rom all over Japan where they have their various mmissionary
mrishes -~ to see them come in fwom their literal burden of work
and sbeep themselves in the work of the Retreat., There's something
about the misd onary work that hits the depths of om 's faith, These
Irish priests certainly work hard over here., Incidentally, it was
go humorous to find myself at times of prayer not having the “rish
brogue. Reading at meals seemed quaintly humorous at times with the
constant flow of the brogue. I spend quite a bit of time with the
Columban Fathers who are staticned here in Tokyo, and I never cease
to marvel and the brogue. It certainly mever beccmes tiresomes

Wow that I am back, Im trying to get things in order again. I have
writhten to the Knights of Columbus to get some definite information
about procedure for starting a KC organization ontthe Beses The KCs,
unfortunately, are not organized military wise. It would be well to
get them organized -- it is amazing how organized the Masons are in

211 branches of the Service, Influentially so, too.
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I have received word, or rumour, whichever is best to use at the present
moment, that Cardinal Spellman will be here again this Christmas season.

I am eertainly hoping that he does arrive, His arrival and presence is a
tremendous boost for the men, I still remember st year when His Eminence

arrived -- the effect lasted for 2 good long time,

I thrilled quite a deal to the issue of THE CCURIER on the Franeiscan
Motherhouse -- the Diocese is being built up so well and so thoroughly.

I keep so many intentions of everything in my prayers ecach day. All

of this, plus my lettexrs to you each month, keep my mind and my heart

very mich in the midst of things. God has certainly blessad your Episcopate
in Winona., I sincerely do hope your administration will continue for many
yosrs to come. For that reason, take it easy on yourself once in a while.

I must close for now, Flepse remember me to everyone -- and do remember

my men in your Mass and prayers occasionzlly. They are good men and boys --
but the temptations over here, franily, are beyond description and imagingtion.
Tt is not easy for them, and prayer, I lmow, is ag reat help.

¥ith kindest regards always, I contirme to remain,

’&Rjip’ectfull}f in Christ,
WILLIAM D, CURTIS

Chaplain (lst Lt) USAF
Catholic Chglain
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HEADQUARTERS
6048TH AIR BASE WING (FEAF)

APO 226
Office of the Catholic Chaplain

1 Decenber 1955

The Most Reverend Edward A, Fitrgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

Enclosed, please find my report for the month of November. The past nonth
found me rounding upaa few tob e confirmmed, I have a rather good advantage
here at the Base in that we are comparatively near two Japanese parishes,

One has its confirmations in the Spring; the other, in the Fall, There is

8l ays sorewhat af a turnover of persomel here between departures and new-
comerg, that I like to take advantage of every opportunity to assure that

the men be canfimed, The Japanese clergy enjoy having the Amerdicans in their
Confirmation groups -- it stimulates a great deal of realization concerning
the universality of the Church among the Japanese Catholics s many, if not most,
of whom are converts, And Archbighop Doi is extremely gracious in every
respect in this matter, ALl the way around, everyone profits s I sure,

The enclosed pictures I thought you might enj oy. The picture of myself and

the Japanese priest serves to renew some fond memories, Lach year, I have the

Catholic men of the Base contribuie toward the autfitting of a newlv-ordained
Japanese priest with his entire set of priestly robes, We present him with
cassock, alb, surplice, a camplete set of vestnents in each of the five 1itmr-
gical colors, amices, purificotors s &bC —~ the works, Tather Uchiyama, the
young: priest with me in the picture, was our grateful recipient Iast year at
the time of his ordination, < ortunately, he 1s assigned to one of the nearby
perishes referred to above, and I gee him almost every week, I am now in the
process of mutting the "bite" on the men %o do the same thing again this year,
We will present the vestments on December Sth et Sacred Heart Acadeny, I think
that T will wublicize the deal a bit in the Base newspaper this year -- and it
will probably gzt into the papers dambtown, Such publicity won't hurt —- in
fact, I think it will do a lot of good. Within 2 short time, I hope to be
able to send a picture for publication in BHE COURTER -~ along with a few facts,
I hope Monsignor Tierney will have room for its publication. -It is good for
the folks back in the Diocese to gebt bits of news elong this line about their
Fadrés overseas, The work of the Church has mary ramifiestions,
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We are somewhat on the alert for definite news concerning Cardinal Spellman's
anmal trip to the Fer East. Should His Fminence bake the trip this year, he
will be here at the Base for Hely Mass again, I am rather in hopes that he 1311
come over here to Japan -- his arrival and bresence are a tremendous boost to

the men,

Christmas is not far away, amd I am getting ready for the work of the season.
I pray & bit more strongly each day that some of the boys -~ I really should
say all of them ~- will retum to the Sacraments, The longer I remain here
the more I see how easy it is for them to give up the fight -- as so meny do,
Once they get into the habit of "shacking up" with a definite girl, there
seems to be no power to pry them from their life, At most, they male a cona
fession before returning home s and then try to live ever after ac though
nothing happenedto them thile here, There are the othors s who do mot live
in constaht sin -~ but get discouraged because of their weakness relative to
the all-too-available horde of attractive progstitutes, Many drink a little
too much - liquor is so cheap. The over-all combinations are hard to fight
against for the younger men over a period oftw years, However, Christmas
is usually a soul-stirring season, I lnow that last year, a great many did

- get out of the doldrums, I hope for a repeat perforriance Christmas 1955,

. I had better sign off for now -- these letters seem to ramble on without
mich cohesion of thought,

Flegse remember ne to evsrybne throughout the Diotcese -- and at the
Chancery,

With my kindest personal regards, I contimue to remain,

fiespectfully in Christ,

~Bdie Oz,

WILLIAYM D, CURTIS
Charlain (1st Lt) USAF
Catholic Chaplain
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS FOR HOLY WEEK — PALM SUNDAY THROUGH
ELSTER SUNDAY:

&DORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT IN REPOSITION ON HOLY
THURSDAY THROUGH GOOD FRIDAY FRIOR TO MASS CF THE ¥RE=
SINCTIFIED: LIST OF ADCRERS:

HOLY THURSDAY:

0730 -~ 0830 hours:
0830 - 0930 hours:
0930 - 1030 hours:
1030 - 1130 hours:
1330 ~ 1230 hours:
1230 « 1330 hours:
1330 ~ 130 hours:
1430 - 1530 hours:
1530 -~ 1630 hours:
1630 - 1730 hours:
1730 - 1830 hours:
1830 - 1930 hours:
1930 - 2030 hours:
2030 ~ 2130 hours:
2130 =~ 2230 hours:
2230 ~ 2330 hoursi
2330-2430 hours: BeBeITEPIPRSERRSIRD WL
(BEGINNING OF GOOD FRIDAY)
2430 - 0130 hours:
0130 - 0230 houre:
0230 - 0330 hours; oz
0330 - 0430 hours:
0430 ~ 0530 hours:
0530 - 0645 hours: :
MASS OF THE PRE=SANCTIFIxp AND LDORATION OF THE GHUSS_aT
QéZE EOURS:

@srasvransvecsasone

A XA SR RN ER NN RN E RN

#fen cvassGGAIRNSCErORBATY
SdrossvaccdpinngonORtne
FEdsBcestngranerntacenw

feBRRsascasnasanBEr

LA R E R L L R R R R R I N T TR N

LA RS RS AR SR N NE NN Y YN

osrdssesne

CONFESSICNS DURING HOLY WEEK:

HOLY THURSDAY: 1830 hoursS= = = = = = = — = «2030 hours
GOOD FRIDAY: 1830 hourSe = = = = = = = = ~2030 hours
HOLY SATURDAY: 1830 hours until all are heard,

GOOD_FRIDAY IS & DAY OF TOTAL ABSTINENCE FROM MEAT—— PROVI- (g)
SIONS HAVE BEEN MADE FOR CATHOLIC PERSONNEL TC BE SERVED

FISH LT THE NOON AND EVENING MEALS AT THE MESS HALI~PLEALSE

REMEMEER }

SERVERS FOR HOLY THURSDAY AND GOOD FRIDAY MiSSES AND CERE-
MONIES: HOLY THURSDAY MASS 4ND MiSS OF THE PRE~-SANCTIFIED

ON GOOD FRIDAY WILL BOTH BEGIN AT 0645 HOURS:

o W Eom e e s owe = e

NyB. Practice for these days will be Mondey evening, 4
April after Stations of tho Crosse.........sbout 1930 hour,
SERVERS FOR MASS, EASTER SUNDAY 10 L _1955:

1200 hours MaBB........u........-........-

STATIONS OF THE OROSS (GOOD FRIDAY),.sse.1430 - 150 nours,

HOLY THURSDAY
The great day of Holy Week that recalls to nind the begine
ning of the Passion and death of the Son of God,e.ss.desus
Christ. On this day, the First Mass was said at the Lagd
Supper, Christ instituted the Holy Eiucharist, the Sacra-
ment of s own Flesh and Blood; the kpostles were ordained
the first Bishops and priests of the Church snd Christ was
betrayed by Judas Iscariot into the hands of His enomics
end thus began the agonies that lead to His Crueifixion,

GOOD FRIDAY
This is the most Saared Day of Holy Week,.othe day that
centers its meditation completely on the brutal agonies of
Christ-—-his saourging, crowning with thorns, carrying of
the Cross to Calvary, being nailed to that Cross, end hang-

ing upon the Cross for three hours until the release of death,

HOLY SATURDAY
A day that combines a silence with enticipated joy as the
world looks forwerd to Esstere——-the Resurrection of tho
Son of God from His Grave———demonstrating over-powering
truth of His Divinity, end encouraging =11 to follow 4in
the path of His teaching,

FATEER CURTIS
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You are My chosen people; You are My eIect
For you did I leave My Father;"
For you was I born in a crib;
For you I fled into the land of Egypt
from the malice and snares of Herod.

You are My chosen people!
For you did I leave My mother
~to' go into the desert to fast. '
For you did I trod the lanes of Gahlee
To teach and preach and cure and heal -

You are My chosen people you are My elect!
For you did I break the bread and say:
“This is My Body{”.

-For you did I fill the.cup and say: '

“This is My Blood!”
For you did I sweat and pray. in.the Garden of Olives;
For you did they buffet Me and spit upon Me;
For you was I scourged and ‘mocked;
For you did they crown My Head with thomns;
For you did I take the Cross through the streets;
For-ybu did I thrice fall only to rise ‘again;
For you' did they rip the clothes from: My Body

And drive nails into My Hands and Feet.

You are My chosen people —
For you did I cry out:
“My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?”
In bitterness for you did I sob:. * .
“I thirst!” i
And they sopped a sponge in- vmegar :
For you on the loneliness of Calvary did I hang;
For you did I die as God ‘and-Mah - .
That the justice of My Fathers wrath
Mlght be infinitely satisfied. -

You are My chosen people; you are My e11=_-ct.
For you did I come; for you have I died;
That..you might have life everlasting in Me.

Copyright 1955 J. G. O'Brien Ca., Peoria, 1. “CE2"™  Pubiished with Ecclesiastical Approbat;
Printed in U.S.A,
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Most Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald, D. D.
Bighop of Winona
Chancery Bullding
Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency,

I Rev. William D. Curtis , a priest of the
Diocese of Winona, ordained In 947 , recelved financlal
ald from.the dlocese durlng __ 2 years of my prepare-

_ no.
tion for the Holy Priesthood. Since my ordlnation I have
paid § /4o ¥ towards that obligation.

&0
I am encloaing herewith § /J °

Signed .@ Z* ; <t ,g' zw ( 2,;45,2

P.8.--The records show that you have pald $ 100.00 80
far. T? there 1s an error in thieg, please send us the
necessary ocorrection.

WC000035



Ve ArchDinregs s asuuss

(PLEASE WRITE PLAINLY)

Reverend dear Father: Be kind enough to fIl out thlt blank carefully and accurately and return to the Chancery Office,
1536 Logan Streel,

Name (in full) Rev.,ﬁl&m—/ ;/SW OL;JXZ,_/
Where born?. MMJ_ ot llomsee)

P

ﬁ/ 7/7

E and WHEX ¢d you make your PHILOSOPHICAL studies? )4»? 2’1 oLt

»« URBAN J. VEHR,
Archbishop of Denver.

On what date?.. \ 4L

WHERE and WHEN did you make your THEOLOGICAL studies? %ﬂ. C arens %Jw

]f_j‘,,_f Q'-fyyg /754;- //\2&.”% Mu

What Minguages can you speakf f/
WHEN, WHERE, and BY WHOM(sfére you ordained a priest? Yy IS A

%ML

For what diocese?

If not ordninerzug the Archdiocese of Denver, to WHAT diocese or dloceses did you belong before coming

to Denver? ...... At t e 8. O M/ & WPIY or i)

When did you come to the Archdiocese of Denver?...

If not ordained for the Archdiocese of Denver, e you been Incardinated?..... 7. 7% .. 2 et

WHEN and BY WHOM?

WHERE have you been stationed and WHEN since your ordination for the Archdiocese of Denver or your

advent into It97I ................... C-?.u Q%Zé‘".'&’ M%‘ng;yr-i_:‘——“—

Signed: Rev.

WC000036

Cu e



. 1 e e

wcC

December 19, 1955

Chaplain william D. Curtis

Hqs 6048th Air Base Wing (FEAY)
AP0 226 _

San Franocisco, Californie

Dear PFather Curtis,

Again I thank you for your report and your splendid
letter. The months certainly pass and we will soon be entering
upon the new year of 1956, am happy to hear of the success
that you are having in spite of the handicaps and I em sure that
your interest in the young men will be something very enduring
with m even though at this time it may seem scmewhat dis-
aoura '

We are presently hav!._ng some extremely cold weather.
In fact, this morning it was -185, I am hopeful that it may
moderate somewhat for Christmas,

I am sure that Monsignor Tisrney will be happy to re-
ceive from you pictures and scme comments on the work that you
are doing in Japan, Such 1s always interesting to everyons and
helps all of us to realize the problem that we have in taking
care of our boys with the Armed Forces. , -

I had a letter from Pather Ryan in Greenland. He
seems to find it very satisfactory there and he cartainly does
not have the problem that you have of the evil associations for
the young men. He tells me that the response for instructions
is very good, but of aourse, they have nothing else with which
to oocupy themselves and so the chaplain has an opportunity to

give them adequate instructions,

' Everyone at the Chancery sends greetings and best wishes
to you and I wish to assure you of a memento at the Midnight Mass
at the Cathedral. Prom your pictures {:u seem to bhe well and I
hope that your health may continus to very good,

With kindest regards and best wishes for a Happy
Christmas, I beg to remain '

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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remilitarization of Western|men earlier expressed ther
Germany and its inclusion in suspicion about the possible in-
the aforementioned military |volvement of Hatoyama, Shi-
gemitsy, and State Dlinister

Far East Tour |

& SimerpFlmad Rk o,
archbishop on New York,
conducts a mass at the Tokyoe
International Alrport chapel
after his arrival Tuesday
morning frem the United
States, Cardinal Spellman,
whe is making his fourth an-
nual Christmas visit to U.S.
armed forees installations in
the Far East, will celebrate
masses at the Finance Build-
ing Wednesday morning be-
fore leaving for Korea.

On Christmas Day, the
Cardinal will conduct three
masses for troops in Korea.

On December 28, he will
return to Tokyo and two
days later will leave for visits
to Okinawa, Formasa, Hong-

Spellman Begins

=l

Honoli |21
the United States.

The Cardinal’s arrival at
Tokyo International Alrport
was delayed, and for a time
it appeared the mass schedul-
ed for the chapel there would
have to be cancelled, How-
ever, when the prelate heard
that hundreds of persons
were walting for him, he ask-
ed escorting officers to walit
for completion of the mass
as scheduled. .

Shown serving him are
Chaplain (15t Lt.) Willlam
D. Curtis (left), and A/1C
Henry Coll, both assigned to
the 1503rd Air Transport
Wing at TIA, (U.S, Air Forece
Photo)
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HEADQUARTERS
6048TH AIR BASE WING (FEAF)

i APO 226 H
Office of the Catholic Chaplain .

30 December 1955

The Most Reverend Edward A, Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

The final report for 155 I wonder what the Hew YTear will bring?

Christmas preparaticns kept me very busy; tut the rush was climexed
-— #in customary beautifi 1 Catholic tradition -- with Midnight lMass
in our Base Chapels, The Chapel was full to overflowing, and mary
received Holy Commmnion, 411 was very gratifying -- tut a certain
note of dadness enters into even the traditional picture -- Jor
there were a few of the boys out in the Church who did not come back
--as yet -~ to the Sacraments. 1 pguess they!ll walt untiz the day
before they board ship for home, make thelr confession and try to

go straight from then on, This immorality does keep a peculiar
strgngle-hold on some of theyoung boys.

Cardinal Spellman was here this year -- His Eminence did not offer
Mass at Haneda, but I did spend about ten minutes with him bere at
the Base last Friday evening when he returned from Serdai, Japan where
he has built an orphanage and hospitd . Last svening 21l of the
Catholic Chaplains staticned around hers had our traditional dinner
with him in the United “ations Room at the Pershing Heights Club.

It was a wonderful eveing -- and it ms® bruly be said that he gives
811 of us a 1ift with his visit.

Fext weelk, Father Bloch and I will tdke a nine day trip aboard military
airersft and head for India -~ we will be in Few Delhl for about three
or foar deys. I a looking forward to the experience very much,

With retwrn from India, it won t be long before Lent, then our Catholic
Prepching Mission, then Taster -- then my orders for a new assignment

- « and around July or August be heading home, I cen't begin to account
for the speedy passage of time over here, tut it certainly goes fast.

T think it is because 211 of us are kept so busy. I am going to
appreciate the rest betwee: assigrments, believe me,
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HEADQUARTERS
6048TH AIR BASE WING (FEAF)

APO 226
Office of the Catholic Chaplain

I presume that you received my pictures and the article enclosed
pertdining to our donation of the vestments tec the newly ordained
Japanese priest, I thought perhaps it might make an interesting
contribution to THE COURIER.

I must bring this to v end. Pleyse contimue to remember me and
ths men in your daily Mass avd prayers. I want to wish you the
most wonderful of New Years -- with mary blessings upon you and
your work. I know that one of the things I am loocking forward to
is my return to the States for new duty -- and to get back to
visit everyone around the Diocese again. It will be a breathe of
fresh air after Yapan, P

L
Y

With my kindest personal regards, I contime to remain,

Respectfully in Christ,

m Ou.—v&—f-’ ;
WILLIAM D, CURTIS

Cheplain (1lst Lt) USAF
Catholic Chaplain
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31, Dadember 1955

Chaplain (Brig Gen) Terrenoe P, Finnegan
Dapuity Chief of Adr Force Ohaplaine
Headgqueaters, Depaxtment of the Ady Force
Washington 25, D,C,

Dear Father Finmogang

The dontents of this lobter will seem so strange to write on this,
the last day of the ywaiy Mowever, by the time you regeive this
lotter;, you will have alveady reteived notification of the withdrawal

of my Eeclesiastical Indorsement,

I mérely went to forWard this letier to you by way of tendering my
rogignation fyred the Chaplelnoys I have felt for quite some time past
that I should have dons thisc before now, Although I hgve enjoyed my
work as a Chaplain, I have o ddmit that my nerves don t seom to take
the etrain, I guess Itm Just teo high strung as the sdying goesl
T™hie hes been obviocus to many close friswds -- and a cousle of the
Catholic dootors hore ab the Bape have remavked on occamion aboub my
inability to slow down and to take things in natural course,

Conmeguently, I have asked that' my Indorsemont be wibhdrawn in oxder
that £ might yveturn to parochial dutye I feel that thiy ocourse of -
aotion 48 the bost «- and though it may seem selfish; I viould hate

to exparisnce a hbyeakdewn that might easily come abouts '

Thank you for belng so patient with me in ths course of mymilitary
dutiee, I feol somawhet like an unprofitable servant e~ but I have

tyded very hard to do my best,

Wiﬁhxk:mdest peraonal. rega dg, and wishing yovu every blessing for the
New “ear, I contirme to remain, '

Fraternally in Chidet,

WILLIAY D, GURTIS
Chapladn (1st It) UsAP
Catholdis Chaplein
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Military Ocdinariate

UNITED BTATES OF AMERICA
30 EAST FIFTY.FIRST STREET

NEW YORK 22, N. Y.

January 5, 1956

PF -« Curtis, William D,

Reverend William D, Curtis
Chaplain, Hq. 6048th Air Base Wing
APO 226

Sen Francisco, California

Dear Father Curtis:

I was sorry to receive word that you have decided to submit

Your resignstion from the service but I quite underatand the
pressures and strains under whilch you have been working and

I think that under the c¢irocumstences it is more prudent for

you to take this step now than to postpone i1t until a later

time when you would have a real breakdown,

I want you to know that we are not withdrawing your eccles-
lastical endorsement because we only do that in cases where
faith and morals are concerned, Withdrawal of ecclesiastical
endorsement always bears with it some connotation of wrongdoing,
A check through your record indicates no such basis for taking
the drastic action of withdrawing your endorsement. '

It 1s my.suggestion, therefore, that you submit your resignation
to the Chlef of Air Force Chaplains and Iindicate in your letter
of resignation that you feel it 1s in the best Interests of your
priesthood that you be released from the service., You might say
that military life has taken a very severe attrition on your
spiritual life at such a rate that you feel that your priesthood
is involved, The Air Force will act promptly on such a letter,
If you were to aver reasons of health for your desire to be
separated then you would have to undergo a rather prolonged
examination by medical men along with the red tape involved,

Your record has been excellent and you have shown great priestly
qualities so that I think that the step you have now taken in
time will be worth nine taken at a later date,

=ik
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Will you be good enough to let me know as soon as you hear
the effective date of your separation?

With all good wishes for the New Year, I am
Sincerely in Xto.,

WC000189
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HEADQUARTERS
6048TH AIR BASE WING (FEAF)

APO 226
Office of the Catholic Chaplain

10 Jamary 1956

The Most Reverend Edward A, Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:-

T am in fond hopes that my last letter did not come too mmch as

a shock to you, and thzt you have trusted my judgement in the matlter
to which the letter referred, For quite some time, I have not been
able to avoid thinking over a remark you made around the time of my

departure -- the remarked wus passed in good Irish humour but with a
great deal of observation, I guess -- that you wers letting me go into

the Military, but you did not feel that I was a Military man, I guess
time has proven the statement to be somewhat true, 4lthough, I do like
the life and feel a great need for the work -~ I guess I'm not equipped
with the steel-like nerves to cantinue the burden so pressing in the
Military, And there has been a great deal of worry, too, about my

priesthood,

The enclosed letter I have received from I think
it only fair to forward it to you for your perusal -- and I would like
to have it incorporated with my records at the Chancery, if you would
be so kind, I will let vou know more details as they work themselves
cut, and hope that I maybe able to resume my work in a parish when I

return,

Again, I hope that I am not heaping stonss of disfavor or ridicule upon
ny Irish brow.

With kindest regapds, I continue ‘o remain,

Eespectfully in Christ,

R
%1.1;1.%1 D, CURTIS
Chaplain (1st Lt) usar
- Catholic Chaplain
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Jenuary 10, 1956

Chaplain William D. Curtis

Office of the Catholic Chaplain

Hgs, 6048 Alr Base Wing (FEAF)

APO 226 San Fréncisco ' o :

Delu- Pather curtia.

3 X have Just received yonr two letters of December 30 i
and December 31. The latter arrived first and I was very g
sorry to read that you would find it necessary to sever your
connections with the armed forces., I realize the many problems J—
that arise for & oheplain, We should try to adjust ourselves :
to the circumetances &8s we find them do the best we can
under those circumstances. I have not heard anything from

the Militdry Ordinariate in regard to you and hence 1 am
still somewhat An ths dark., -

, In your letter of December 30 you mentioned that
you were planning & ‘trip. to India and -I hope that it
materialized as I am sure that a change of acenery would be
beneficial for you after the utrenuous wor ot the christmas

aeason.

I shall ask Monsignor Tierney to publish the pic-
ture that you sent and X am sure that it will be informational

-~ for thie people of the Dioccesw.

' We are now receiving the annual reports and every-
thing seems to be progressing nilcely.

With kindest regards and best wishea, I beg to
remain .

Sincerely yours 1n'christ,

Bishop or'winona
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13 Janamry 1956
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COLITH VSAP DESPENSANY

13 Jarmary 1956

1 have lowem Chapladn Curtds for spprogiuately foup months
piulisaulonally & d othoxwdes, ’

Fathar Qutde 4o o very Congoientionn individual and he has
socompltished hio dutles well while shatioved 4n the Far Ssst,

 Fathar Ourtde 4s o A hag always been & rathar neovous indde
vidoal, While statloned howe he hag boon wider gorsiderabls plzusa
gnd gtpein baawmes of Whe swlvliuds of problens thet have gontyorbed
bl The Jadby of novls, and the probilems ensuing, especisliy
oy applicable o young mon who have hever been subjedted to an o
virorment such ag this has worrded him gonsideratly and he hag en.
deavored tirelessly to rasedy tie situations Ho has undertalmn a
vory actiwe ard agpiemeive empaign desiving to improve the
spiritual ard moxal 1ives of tho people hewre, Father Cuptis haw
wade a 1ot of Frionds avongat the peveonmel of the bese, He has
apcouraged dndividwils of all cxweds to coam to hinm with thedr
pﬁiﬂ.ga amd ha hae atbespbed to help thew to the bunt of hiin
erdlityy

Those of up viw are olosely soyueinted with him havs boccue
asaye of the inersasing tension wador which he has boen wosidng
Lefoly and have agroed wxl rescwended thil o change ot this v
1z LuMeatad. “

He feal thit he would be able to perform his dutden very well
88 & Tarish Friegt ub thad he nighd mffor nora zuricus cComsemomes
1#£ he yeuaing horw much longow = and if ha contimos teo drive himeslf
a9 bafore and worry over the cisting rrobleas and dutiow,

6ok8 USAP Dispersary
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HEADQUARTERS
6048TH AIR BASE WING (FEAF)

APO 226
Office of the Catholic Chaplain

19 Jenuary 1956

The Most Reverend Edward A, Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

295 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:-

I received your letter and was very grateful for its kindly
consideration, My paper work for release 1s being sent
through chamels, and I should be hearing of definite dates
of release sometime in the near future. I will let you lmow
these details as they arrive,

The enclosed pictures have juct come into my office ~- and I
thought I would send them on to you. They are interesting, and
will probably be the last T will be forwarding from over here,
The pietures taken with Cardinal Spellman were photographed

on the evening of our anrual Chaplain's Dimner with him at the
Officerds Club at Pershing Heights. It was a very fine evening,
and as T mentioned before, his arrival is always a boost.

Plegse remember me to everyone at “he Chancery and throughout
the Diocese,

With kindest personal regards, I wish to remain,

Respectfully yours in Christ,

—r

WILLIAM D, CURTIS
Chaplain (lst It) USAF
Catholic Chaplain
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HEADQUARTERS
6048TH AIR BASE WING (FEAF)

APO 226
Office of the Catholic Chaplain

31 January 1956

The Most Reverend Edward A, Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

Enclosed, please find my report for the month of Jamary. The year
1956 geens to be well on its way toward passjmg quiclkdy 4s last year
did, t is really difficult to account for the speedy passage of
time over here, e

My paper work is on its way through channels to W4shington, and Father

Fimegan the Deputy Chief of Chaplains has written to me to assure me
that he would help in the matter of speeding the paper work on its way.
T will be more than grateful for this in order to orientate my plans

to return to parochial duty.

Throughout the past three years, I have given your address as my
permanent address -~ since my mother's address can be changed at various
times. When I begin to process from this Base, I will have to crate

my personal belongings and my books and will have them addressed to
your residence, unless you may have other directives for me at this .
times Tt wowld be difficult to hare everything shipped to South’

Bend, Indiana and then re-shipped to Minnesota, I am in fond hopes

that I may make these arrangements,

. T should be getting some word through chammels in the course of the

next two weeks. I will let you know immediately -- and also when I will
be leaving Japan.

Please remember me and the men in your prayers -- and I can only ask
that you will understand that my decislon to return from military duty
has not been hasty nor ill-advised. The enclosed letters wenth, along
with my reglgnation papers, The added tension of this past month has
not been of great assistance in my decision, Perhaps a perusal of the
enclosed letters will help you to understand my decision to follow the

advice given.
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With my kindest personal regards, I contimue to remain,

Respectfully in Christ,

b Gz

LY

WILLIAM D, CURTIS
Chaplain (1st Lt) USAF
Catholic Chaplain
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Pebruary 13, 1956

Chaplain William D. Curtis

Off'ice of the Catholic Chaplain
Hqa. 6048 Air Base Wing FEAF)
APO 226 Sen Francisco, California

Dear Father Curtls,

I was pleased to recelve your letter and the
report of your activitles for the month of January. We
will be pleased to see you when you return to the States
and I hope that the change will be beneficial for you.

- You may send your baggage, eto. in care of the Chancery

at Winona.

: Everything if fine here and the weather is
becoming more delightful as the winter gradually wanes.

With kindest regards, I beg to remain
. Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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HEADQUARTERS
6048TH AIR BASE WING (FEAF)

~ APO 226
- Office of the Catholic Chaplain

1 March 1956

The Most Reverend Edward A, Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

Enclosed, please find a copy: of my monthly report, Every time I git
down to prepare these reports » 1t seems as though a week has gone by,
rather than a month, Were all the time of my life to pass as quickly
as these past two years in Japan, I would certainly have a sense of

a speedy passage to Eternity. Time goes by too fast, really,

I received a letter from Father Finnegan yesterday afterncon. He told

me that he would handle my paperwork as. quickly as possible onece it hit
Washington, I was somewhat under the impression that matters would not
take this long. However, the papersork machine of the military is a
long, drawn-out affair, Father's letter was dated February 2lst, so

perhaps by now, he has been t& ing care of the matter —.. for I am qite
sure that the papers have reached Washington. ’

I want to thank you for advising me to forward all of my "baggage" in
care of the Chancery, A couple of items I might forward by Air Mail in
., order to have them on hand when I arrive. The rema nder will be sent
by ship and will probably take about five weeks.

Fleawe remenber me to everyone in the ﬁiocese. I somehow feel that I
have let you ,nd the Diocese down by not carrytng on in this work --
but T guess the decision will help build a foundation for whatever God's

designs are for the future.

I will inform you as to definite details of my return to the States and
release from duty when I am notified of these matters,

With my kindest personal regards, and asking the favor of your prayers
for me and the men at this Base, I continue to remain, :

Respectfully yours in Christ,

—

ILLIAM D. CURTIS
Chaplain (1st Lt) USAF
Catholic Chaglain i
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March 9, 1956

Chaplain Williem D, Curtis
Office of the Cathollc Ohapla:m
Hqd, 6048th Alr Base Wing (FEAF

. AP0 225 8én Pranoiuoo, cals.fomia
; Dear Fnther cmn,

I thank you for the report which you

__have sent rox- Fabruary and: also for your letter -
coneerning your utatuq with the Alr Porce. 1

trust that { ou are wWell and that you will soon

~ “hear somet aermm domami.ns your raqueut
for diséhnrp. '

with kindest resards, I rema:l.n
- Sirigerely yours in Christ, -

Bishop of Winona

WC000199
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23 March 1956

The Most Reverend Edward A. Fitsgerald
Bishop of winena

275 Harriet Stwrest

Winona, Minnesota

Dear Bishop Fitzgeraldy

Sunday, 18 Maxreh 1956, Father William D, Curtis departed this
station to join you in your wonderful work, -Thus, I teke this
opportunity to address you concerning the mecner which Father
Curtis performed his duties while stationed under mej and, to inform
you of my estimation of his abilities end character.

1 consldered Father Curtis to be one of the finsst Alr Forse
Chaplains X have known, He spproached his duties with an exceptionally
fine, consolentious and helpful attitude. The vesulbs of his work
reflected initiative, inagination and industriousness. I claseify
the mumner in which he performed his duties, OUYSTANDING »

AS & pian, in & wents world, I consider Chupleln Curtds es one
of the finewt I heve known, Humsnness, his grestesy assety this,
coupled with his manliness, caused him to be excepticnally well
lked by both Catholies and Protestants, officers and men knew
him, 1iked kim, oconfided in him, His devotionsl services had a
consistently better stbendanocs than all the other ssrvises with
his efforts wnyleldingly directed toward the development better
charaster and manliness in owr young airmen, In this vespect the
greatest, most inpressive and influentinl factor was that Father

Curtis set the exawple,

Thig 48 & wather diffiocult lstber to write, in that I do nod
wish to dawm by 3 however, 1 find thab I cannol say emough
good things o him wdthout perhaps mmmg upon the latter.

_ Father Gurtds was not only a fine sincere Chaplain, but a
wonderful emissayy for the Catholic Church as well, He was
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retponaible personally for & veadjustment of human prejudices
concarning the various faiths. L

We all shall mies him mave each day.
ﬂ:l.noml.y,-
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March 27, 1956

USAF, Commander
Hqa. 6048th Air Base Wing (FEAF)
APO 226 San Francisco, Califormia

Dear

1 thank you for the very fine letter of March 23
which you have written concerning Father Curtis who until re-
cently was serving as Chaplain at the Base in Honida. It 18
always a pleasure to recelve such a2 letter as yours which ex-
presses appreclation for the work of & priest, Father Curtls
1s a priest of great zeal, much abllity, and complete devotion
to his work. In fact, he oftentimes overexerts himsgelf in do-
ing the work that needs to be done and in doing so impairs
himself as has happened in this particular case.

... _He reported to me last Saturday evening, March 24,
and states that he is ready to return to active work in the
Diocese. He mentioned you as one of the outstanding Command-
érs under whom-he had served and stated that you were .very
helpful in aiding him to do the work as a Chaplain.: _

. . . I-am-very hopeful that his nervous -condition will be
relieved so that he may ocarry out his priestly work in the
Diocese in a very efficlent manner.

Thanking you for your courtesy in writing such a
letter to me and with prayers that you and your family may en-~
Joy the blessings of a Happy Easter filled with grace brought
by the Risen Saviour on thet first Easter morn in which He gave
to us the final proof that He was truly the Son of God Who had

come to redeem mankind, I remain
Sinceraly yours,

Bishop of=W1nona -
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March 28, 1956

Reverend Willism D. Curtis
8t. lLawrence O'Tocle Church
Fountain, Minnesots

Dear Father Curtis,

- 1 am pleased to appoint you as Administra-
tor pro tem (until June) of St. Lawrence O'Toole
Church, Pountain, and 8t. Kilian Church, Wykeff,
during the absence of Father Speck. You will provide
Missa pro populo at the parishes during the perlocd of
your administration.,

With kindest regards and best wishes, I
remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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Gt, Lawrence 0'Toole Church

Fountain, Minnesota

22 May 1956

The Most Reverend Edward A. titzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

Enclosed, please find our check from the Carrolton Cemetery
Association for the amount of one hundred dollars ($100.00).

to be applied to the Perpetual Care Fund for the
lot. I am also enclosing a copy of the PERMANENT CARE RECORD.

In writing to you at this time, I would like to reguest that
my name be considered again relative to preaching the Diocesan
Retreats for the men and women, I did work along these lines
prior to my entrance into the Air Force, and I will be more
than grateful to be able to resume this kind of work again ~--
although I am aware that this summer’s schedule is already
filled. However, in the years ahead, I will welcome the
opportunities presented for extra work along this line. I

enjoy it very much.

It is my prayer that this ]Jetter finds you in better health
-- and I continue in my assurance that Your Excellency is
remembered with a special "memento” in the morning Mass.

With kindest personal regards, I continue to remain,

Respectfully yours in Uhrist,

s

ﬁ

—
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May 24, 1956

Reverend William D, Curtis
St. Lawrence 0O'Toole Church
Pountain, Minnesota

Dear Father Curtis, -

I am pleagsed to be able to conflrm your re-ap-
pointment as pastor of St. Lawrence 0'Toole Church,
Pountain, and 8t. Kilian Church, Wykoff. It will not be
necessary for any. new installation ceremony as we shall
sonaider this as merely the taking up of the duties which
you resigned on May 15, 1953. I am meking this agpoinf.-
ment since it appeéars that = _ will not be
able to resume active work for some time and I wish that
you will have the oanglotc respassibility for the parishes
of Fountain and Wykoff. '

' I shall keep in mind your request for considera-
tion to conduct diocesan retreats when such opportunity
shall present itself.:

I hope that you are relaxing and that your
g:;i.ﬂ; will be good so that you may continus the work for
8T, . :

Thanking you for your prayers and good wishes,
I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

WC000205
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CHURCH OF ST. LAWRENCE O'TOOLE
FOUNTAIN, MINNESOTA

11 March 1957

The Most Reverend Edward A, Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

The contents of this letter will be of a sbmewhat touchy nature, 1
presume. At any rate, yesterday, while enjoying the culinary arts
prepared by the men of the Harmony parish,

parish in called me aside for a few minutes' conversation.

. 1s the President of the Altar Society in . and
mentioned that several of the people in the parish have approached her
concerning some way of getting a financial report for this past year.
She clearly indicated that this was not being done merely out of idle
parish curiosity -- but that the people would like to have some idea
as to where the parish stands financlally.

As I mentioned to Your Excellency previously, I balanced Father Doyle's
books for him at the end of the year and prepared the financial state-
ment to be forwarded to the Chancery. 1 do not feel free, however, to
ask Father Doyle for the parish copy of this statement, because I do
not want him to think that I am interfering in his parish, nor de I wish
him to know that some of his people have come to me regarding such a
matter. I think that a few Catholic families in Lanesboro know that I
visit Father every week -- and hence they have mentioned this matter of
the financial report to me. has not been the first one to
bring the matter to my attention,

I told . that I would write to you concerning the possibility
of having a duplicate made of the parish report that was forwarded to
the Chancery. 1 frankly don't know whether or not my request is pru-
dent,cbut I do not know whether Your Excellency knew that no financial
report of any kind was distributed to the people of the Lanesboro parish.

I would like to add just a note concerning . She is truly.a
very fine woman. She is a convert to the Church, having been baptized
about five years ago. I can safely say that she is doing this from a
solid point of view of interest in the parish, and came to me very
prudently in an effort to be of help., I wish to assure you that she is
very understanding of the situation, and not critical of Father Doyle.

WC000206
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I hope that I am not giving the impression of interfering in the matters
of another parish, Your Excellency, I truly feel that the people in the
parish merely want some knowledge of their financial status, The various
groups work hard and well from what I can gather -~ and this coming Sunday
1s the parish's amual St. Patrick's Day Dinner. The only approach I could
think of was that of writing to you and have the matter handled from the
Chancery. Any other avenue of approach could give rise to justifiable re-
proach for my apparent interference in parochial matters that really are
not my business.,

With my kindest personal regards, and assuring you of my prayers, I remain,

Respectfully in Uhrist,

= ,i"'f"-—' (,__F,-—-——-"_
%CM«" ler
ather William_Doran Curtis

WC000207
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* Mavch 12,’ 1957

Reverend Willism D. Curtis

%, Lawrence. 0'Toole Church

'_"Mmtti’n,"mmabu -

Dear Pather Curtis,
© 1 thank you for your latter of March 11
in yegard to the conditions in the neighborhood
and I shall take the matter under consideration
and hope to arrive at soms solution, ‘

With kindest regards, I remain

Sinoérely yours in Chyxdst,

Bishop of Winona .

WC000208



Ootober 20, 1958

Reverend William D, Curtis
St. Lawrence 0'Toole Church
Fountain, Minnesota

Dear Father Curtis,

I herewith appoint you to be pastor of St. Joseph's
Church, Jasper, effective at noon on Ostober 30,

A You will kindly fill out and return to us the en-
closed financial reports for St. Lawrence Church at Fountain
and St, Kilian Church at Wykoff of which you have bgen pastor,
You will arrange with the Dean, Monsignor Doyle of Iuverne,
for your formal-installation-aé 3t. Joseph's in accordance
with the presoriptions of instellation of a pastor,

- As you enter upon your new duties, I am suré that
you will continue the same @ealous pastoral work that you
have done throughout the iadra as & priest in the Diocese of
Winona and as chaplain with the United States Air Force,

With kindest regards and wishing you many blessings,
I beg to remain

Singexely yours in Christ,
Bishop of Winona

You will kindly serve as Ordinary Confessor to the Deominican
S8isters at Luverne and as Extraordinary Confessor to the
School Sisters of Notre Deme at Plpestone,

WC000209
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st. lawrence o’toole

fountain
minnesota

27 Octeber 1958

The Mest Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald
Bishep ef Winoena

275 Harriet Street

Winena, Minneseta

Your Excellency:

Enclesed, please find eur parish cepies of the financlal statements
itemizing the receipts and disbursements up te the present time. I
am hepeful that Yeur Excellency will find the reperts satisfactery.

I am sincerely happy with my new assignment, and wish te express my
gratitude in this letter. Needless te say, I am leeking forward te
accemplishing whatever is necessary fer the werk of the Church in

this new assignment,

The assurance of Yaur Excellency's memente in prayer is mest welceme
-~ fer in my heart, I still feel that I let yeu dewn guite miserably
in net fulfilling further duty in the Air Force Chaplaincy. .I have
learned since -- I feel —- net te let matters bether me te the peint
of wearing me dewn, And yet, I den't want my zeal te be diminished,
At any rate, I am truly grateful fer this new assignment -- and ameng
ether things, regard it as an expressisn ef yeur cenfidence in my

werk.

With my kindest regards, 1 centinue te remsin,

Respectfully in Christ,

WC000210
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His Excellency

The Most Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald D. D.
Bishop of Winona

Chancery, Box 115

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

I herewith resign my pastorate at _St. Lawrence

Church, Fountain, and St. Kllian. : to be
effective Qotober 30, 1958 and accept the pastorate
of St. Joseph's h r

"

I wlll report at my new assignment on _ October 30 ]958.

Faithfully yours in Christ,

{ﬁw Lo Oz
Dat(@@(-q 2, AT
Vs
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Becree of Possession

In Nomine Domini. Amen.

Under the Roman Pontificate of His Holiness, Pope__ JOEN XXTIT
The Most Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald being Ordinary of the Diocese of Winona,

I, Rt. Rev, Msgr, Michael [, Doyle , Dean of this district and delegate

of the Most Reverend Ordinary, give to the

gRgimrgnh WILLIAM D. CURTIS
the possession of the
’;Iﬁm:igh pf .St. Joseph , . Jasper, Minnesota ,
NAME OF CHURCH NAME OF CITY

* to which he has been canonically appointed, in the presence of

Rt. Rev. Msgr. Michael L. Deyle .4 Rev, Bernel Deslauriers

WITNESS

WITNESS

The Reverend WILLIAM D, CURTIS is now

canonically installed in the possession of this parochial benefice, as this act of

the 2nd of November , —1958 | testifies.
DAY MONTH JYERR-, ~
£ A A e
ujf—/v'f : . ‘-‘—f(,\...ﬁ..._-&‘:vv&_/ L T i S T
‘\ Pastor

; N Witness
Py , ' Al _Puchat Al
j . 7§ ) Wi
7 !;(‘,.(,J(.:.Zver.:;ﬂ\« /Y] (4 tness

n

L.

This document is to be signed before the services and is read after the transfer of the symbols
of pastoral prerogatives and powers.’
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PROFESSIONIS FIDEI ET IURISIURANDI FORMULA

Praescripta in Motu Proprio *‘Sacrorum Aatistitum’ Pii PP, X, die 1. mensis Sept., anni 1910,

= N
7 g o~
/ .

‘ ‘ . /
. - J » - o) . B
EgO, N.N. 1->yi(..‘: B T e _Z;"-’“‘(-’L‘C‘d/ (i oreodl A/ R mtctodl l\..‘:‘—(—-:bL.\'..--—.»/

firma fide credo et profiteor omnia ét singula, quae continentur in symbolo Fidei, quo sancta Rom-
ana Ecclesia utitur, videlicet: Credo in unum Deum, Patrem omnipotentem, factorem caeli et terrae,
visibilium omnium et invisibilium. Et in unum Dominum Iesum Christum, Filium Dei unigenitum.
Et ex Patre natum ante omnia saecula. Deum de Deo, lumen de lumine, Deum verum de Deo vero.
Genitum, non factum, consubstantialem Patri: per quem omnia facta sunt. Qui propter nos homi-
nes et propter nostram salutem descendit de caelis. Et incarnatus est de Spiritu Sancto ex Maria
Virgine, et Homo factus est. Crucifixus etiam pro nobis; sub Pontio Pilato passus, et sepultus
est. Et resurrexit tertia die, secundum Scripturas. Et ascendit in caelum, sedet ad dexteram Patris.
Et iterum venturus est cum gloria iudicare vivos et mortuos; cuius regni non erit finis. Et in Spi-
ritum Sanctum, Dominum, et vivificantem; qui ex Patre Filioque procedit. Qui cum Patre et Filio
simul adoratur et conglorificatur, qui locutus est per Prophetas. Et Unam, Sanctam, Catholicam
et Apostolicam Ecclesiam. Confiteor unum Baptisma in remissionem peccatorum. Et expecto
resurrectionem mortuorum. Et vitam venturij saeculi. Amen. Apostolicas et ecclesiasticas traditiones,
reliquasque eiusdem Ecclesiae observationés et constitutiones firmissime admitto et amplector.
Item sacram Scripturam iuxta eum sensum, quem tenuit et tenet sancta Mater Ecclesia, cuius est
iudicare de vero sensu et interpretatione sacrarum Scripturarum, admitto; nec eam unguam, nisj
juxta unanimem consensum Patrum, accipiam et interpretabor. Profiteor quoque septem esse vere
et proprie Sacramenta novae Legis a lesu Christo Domino nostro instituta, atque ad salutem hu-
mani generis, licet non omnia singulis, necessaria, scilicet, Baptismum, Confirmationem, Eucharis-
tiam, Paenitentiam, Extremam Unctionem, Ordinem et Matrimonium: illaque gratiam conferre;
et ex his Baptismum, Confirmationem et Ordinem sine sacrilegio reiterari non posse. Receptos
quoque et approbatos Ecclesiae Catholicae ritus in supradictorum omnium Sacramentorum sol-
lemni administratione recipio et admitto. Omnia et singula, quae de peccato originali et de iustifi-
catione in sacrosancta Tridentina Synodo definita et declarata fuerunt, amplector et recipio. Profiteor
pariter in Missa offerri Deo verum, proprium et propitiatorium Sacrificium pro vivis et defunctis;
atque in sanctissimo Eucharistiae sacramento esse vere, realiter et substantialiter Corpus et San-
guinem una cum anima et divinitate Domini nostri lesu .Christi, fierique conversionem totius

substantiae panis in corpus et totius substantiae vini in Sanguinem, quam conversionem Catholica
Ecclesia Transubstantiationem appetlat. Fateor etiam sub altera tantum specie totum atque inte-
grum Christum, verumque Sacramentum sumi. Constanter teneo Purgatorium esse, animasque
ibi detentas fidelium suffragiis iuvari. Similiter et Sanctos una cum Christo regnantes venerandos
atque invocandos esse, eosque orationes Deo pro nobis offerre, atque eorum Reliquias esse vene-
randas. Firmiter assero imagines Christi, ac Deiparae semper Virginis, nec non aliorum Sanctorum
habendas et retinendas esse, atque eis debitum honorem ac venerationem impertiendam. Indulgen-
tiarum etiam potestatem a Christo in Ecclesia relictam fuisse, illarumque usum Christiano populo
maxime salutarem esse affirmo. Sanctam, Catholicam et Apostolicam Romanam Ecclesiam, omnium
écclesiarum matrem et magistram agnosco, Romanoque Pontifici, beatj Petri Apostolorum Principis
successori, ac lesu Christi Vicario veram obedientiam spondeo ac iuro. Caetera item omnia a sacris
Canonibus et Oecumenicis Conciliis, ac praecipue a sacrosancta Tridentina Synodo, et ab oecumenico
Concilio Vaticano tradita, definita ac declarata, praesertim de Romani Pontificis Primatu et infalli-
bili magisterio, indubitanter recipio atque profiteor; simulque contraria omnia, atque haereses
quascumque ab Ecclesia damnatas et reiectas et anathematizatas, ego pariter damno, reiicio, et
anathematizo. Hanc veram Catholicam Fidem, extra quam nemo salvus esse potest, quam in
praesenti sponte profiteor et veraciter teneo, eandem integram et inviolatam usque ad extremum
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vitae spiritum constantissime, Deo adiuvante, retinere et confiteri, atque a meis subditis, seu illis,
quorum cura ad me in munere meo spectabit, teneri, et doceri et praedicari, quantum in me erit,

curaturum, ego idem N. spondeo, voveo ac iuro.

Item firmiter amplector ac recipio
omnia et singula, quae ab inerranti Ecclesiae
magisterio definita, adserta ac declarata sunt,
praesertim ea doctrinae capita, quae huius
temporis erroribus directo adversantur. Ac
primum quidem Deum, rerum omnium prin-
cipium et finem, naturali rationis lumine per
ea quae facta sunt, hoc est, per visibilia crea-
tionis opera, tamquam causam per effectus,
certo cognosci, adeoque demonstrari etiam
posse, profiteor. Secundo: Externa revelationis
argumenta, hoc est, facta divina, in primisque
miracula et prophetias admitto et agnosco
tamquam signa certissima divinitus ortae
Christianae Religionis, eademque teneo aeta-
tum omnium atque hominum, etiam huius
temporis, intelligentiae esse maxime accommo-
data. Tertio: Firma pariter fide credo, Eccle-
siam, verbi revelati custodem et magistram,
per ipsum verum atque historicum Christum,
cum apud nos degeret, proxime ac directo
institutam, eandemque super Petrum, aposto-
licae hierarchiae principem eiusque in aevum
successores aedificatam. Quarto: Fidei doctri-
nam ab Apostolis per orthodoxos Patres eodem
sensu eademque semper sententia ad nos usque
transmissam, sincere recipio; ideoque prorsus
reiicio haereticum commentum evolutionis dog-
matum, ab uno in alium sensum transeuntium,
diversum ab eo, quem prius habuit Ecclesia;
pariterque damno errorem omnem, quo divino
deposito, Christi Sponsae tradito ab Eaque
fideliter custodiendo, sufficitur philosophicum
inventum, vel creatio humanae conscientiae,
hominum conatu sensim efformatae et in
posterum indefinito progressu perficiendae.
Quinto: Certissime teneo ac sincere profiteor,
Fidem non esse caecum sensum religionis e
latebris subconscientiae erumpentem, sub pres-
sione cordis et inflexionis voluntatis moraliter
informatae, sed verum assensum intellectus
veritati extrinsecus acceptee ex auditu, quo
nempe, quae a Deo personali, creatore ac
domino nostro dicta, testata et revelata sunt,
vera esse credimus, propter Dei auctoritatem
summe veracis.

Me etiam, qua par est reverentia, subiicio
totoque animo adhaereo damnationibus, de-

“l.... firmly hold and accept each and
every definition of the unerring teaching of the
Church,” with all she has maintained and de-
clared, but especially those points of doctrine
which expressly combat the errors of our time.
In the first place | profess my belief that God,
the beginning and end of all, can be certainly
known and therefore proved to exist by the
natural light of reason from the things that
are made, that is, from the visible works of the
creation as a cause from its effect, Next |
récognize and acknowledge the external argu-
ments of revelation, that is, divine facts, espe-
cially miracles and prophecies, as most certain
signs of the divine origin of the Christian
religion, and 1 hold that these are altogether
suited to the understanding of every age and
of all men, also of our times. Thirdly, I likewise
hold with firm faith that the Church, the guar-
dian and exponent of the revealed Word, was
proximately and directly founded by the true
and historic .Christ Himself, while He dwelt
amongst us, and that she was also built upon
Peter, the Prince of the Apostolic Hierarchy,
and upon his successors to the end of time.
Fourthly, I sincerely accept the teaching of
faith as transmitted down to us from the
Apostles through the orthodox Fathers in the
same sense and even in the same wording; and,
therefore, 1 wholly reject the heretical notions
of the evolution of dogmas, which pass from
one sense to another alien to that which the
Church held from the start; and I likewise con-
demn every error whereby is substituted for
the divine deposit, entrusted by Christ to His
Spouse and by Her to be faithfully guarded, a
philosophic system or the creation of a human
consciousness, gradually refined by the striving
of men and finally to be perfected hereafter by
indefinite progress. Fifthly, I hold for certain
and sincerely profess that Faith is not a blind
religious sense making its way out of the hidden
regions of the sub-liminal consciousness, moral-
ly tinged by the influence of heart and will, but
is a true assent of the intellect to truth received
from without by hearing, an assent whereby
we believe to be true, because of the authority
of the all-true God, whatever by the personal
God, our Creator and Lord, has been spoken,

testified and revealed.
“] further, with all due reverence, submit
and with my whole mind adhere to all the con-
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clarationibus, praescriptis omnibus, quae in
Encyclicis litteris ‘‘Pascendi” et in Decreto
“Lamentabili” continentur, praesertim circa
eam quam historiam dogmatum vocant. Idem
reprobo errorem affirmantium, propositam ab
Ecclesia fidem posse historiae repugnare, et
Catholica dogmata, quo sensu nunc intelli-
guntur, cum verioribus Christianae religionis
originibus componi non posse. Damno quoque
ac rejicio eorum sententiam, qui dicunt,
Christianum hominem eruditiorem induere per-
sonam duplicem, aliam credentis, aliam his-
torici, quasi liceret historico ea retinere, quae
credentis fidei contradicant, aut praemissas
adstruere, ex quibus consequatur dogmata esse
aut falsa aut dubia, modo haec directo non
denegentur. Reprobo pariter eam Scripturae
Sanctae dijudicandae. atque interpretandae
rationem, quae, Ecclesiae traditione, analogia
Fidei, et Apostolicae Sedis normis posthabitis,
rationalistarum commentis inhaeret, et criticen
textus velut unicam supremamgque regulam,
haud minus licenter quam temere amplectitur.
Sententiam praeterea illorum reiicio qui tenent,
doctori disciplinae historicae theologicae tra-
dendae, aut iis de rebus scribenti seponendam
prius esse opinionem ante conceptam sive de
supernaturali origine Catholicae traditionis,
sive de promissa divinitus ope ad perennem
conservationem uniuscuiusque revelati veri;
deinde scripta Patrum singulorum interpretanda
solis scientiae principiis, sacra qualibet auctori-
tate seclusa, eaque iudicii libertate, qua profana
quaevis monumenta solent investigari. In
universum denique me alienissimum ab errore
profiteor, quo modernistae tenent in sacra
traditione nihil inesse divini; aut, quod longe
deterius, pantheistico sensu illud admittunt;
ita ut nihil iam restet nisi nudum factum et
simplex, communibus historiae factis aequan-
dum; hominum nempe sua industria, sollertia,
ingenic scholam a Christo eiusque Apostolis
inchoatam per subsequentes aetates continuan-
tium. Proinde fidem Patrum firmissime retineo
et ad extremum vitae spiritum retinebo, de
charismate weritatis certo, quod est, fuit eritque
semper in episcopatus ab Apostolis successione;
non ut id teneatur quod melius et aptius videri
possit secundum suam cuiusque aetatis cul-
turam, sed ut nunquam aliter credatur, nunquam
aliter intelligatur absoluta et immutabilis veri-
tas ab initio per Apostolos praedicata.

demnations, declarations, and ordinances con-
tained in the Encyclical letter Pascendi and in
the Decree Lamentabili, particularly regarding
what is called the history of Dogma,

“l also reject the error of those who aver
that the Faith proposed by the Church may
be in conflict with history, and that Catholic
dogmas in the sense in which they are now
understood cannot be harmonized with the
more truthful “origins’ of Christianity. More-
over, I condemn and reject the opinion which
declares that a Christian man of better culture
can assume a dual personality, one as a believer
and another as an historian, as if it were per-
missible for the historian to hold fast what his
faith as a believer contradicts, or to lay down
premises from which there follows the falsity
or the uncertainty of dogmas, provided only
that these are not directly denied. Likewise |
reject that method of estimating and interpret-
ing Holy Writ, which, setting aside the Church’s
tradition and the analogy of Faith and the
rules of the Apostolic See, adopts the rationa-
lists’ principles and with equal arbitrariness and
rashness considers criticism of the text the one
only supreme rule. Furthermore, [ reject the
opinion of those who hold that a teacher of the
science of Historical Theology or the writer on
the subject must first put aside the notions pre-
viously conceived about the supernatural origin
of Catholic tradition or about the divine aid
promised for the perpetual preservation of
each revealed truth; then, that the writings of
individual Fathers must be interpreted solely
by the data of science, without any reference
to sacred autherity, and with that freedom of
judgment wherewith every profane record is
usually examined.

“Finally and in general, I declare myself to
be far removed from the error of the modernists
who hold that in sacred tradition there is
nothing inherently divine; or who—far worse
still—admit it in a pantheistic sense; so that
thus there would remain only a bare simple
fact equal to the ordinary facts of history, viz.,
that the school startecr by Christ and His
Apostles finds, in the ages that follow, men to
carry it on by their cnerg%', their skill, and their
genius. Wherefore most firmly do.! retain and
to my last breath will | retain the Faith of the
Fathers of the Church concerning the sure
endowment of truth, which is, has been, and
ever will be in the succession of the Episcopate
from the Apostles; not in such a way that what
seems best and most fitting according to the
refinement of each age may be held, Eut that
the absolute and unchangeable truth preached
from the beginning by the Apostles may never
in any different wise be believed, never in any
different wise be understood.
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Haec omnia spondeo me fideliter, in- All this I promise that I will faithfully,
tegre sincereque servaturum et inviola- entirely and sincerely keep and inviolably
biliter custoditurum, nusquam ab iis sive guard, and from this never in teaching or
in docendo sive quomodolibet verbis scrip- howsoever by word or writing in the least
tisque deflectendo. Sic spondeo, sic iuro, depart. So I promise, so I swear, so help

g‘c':a:;il?aeus adjuvet, et haec sancta Dei me God and these His holy gospels.

Die..... .v?':.é‘menSISF)%ﬂ/MM{“"/LADyS*y

luramentum rite coram nobis emjssum l:e,stamur
M,
. .
N 32£¢/ﬂ£¢z€( /f ./Cébr_j"“

74
Episcopus (vel Delegatus Episcopl)“...‘.‘
“Si quis autem, quod Deus avertat, iusiurandum violare ausus fuerit, ad Sancti Officii tribunal
illico deferatur.” (Motu Propric “Sacro_rum Antistitum.”)

REMARKS

1. The Profession of Falth is made and the Oath taken before the Ordinary of the place or
his Delegate by:
a) the Vicar General,
b) the Diocesan Consultors,
. ¢) - the Censor of books,
d) Pastors,
¢) Confessors and Preachers before they receive the faculty to exercise their functions,
) Clerics called to Subdeaconship,

g) Superiors and Professors in the Grand Semmary
(Cf. C. 1406 et Motu Prop. Pii PP. X, Sept. 1. 1910.)

2. When several take the Oath at the same time, one may read the formula aloud; at the end
each one, placing his hand on the gospels reads the words “Haec omnia spondeo,” etc., and signs
his name. (S. C. Consist. Oct. 25, 1910.)

3. The document is' to be kept in the safe of the diocesan curia.
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"ZHURCH OF SAINT
A JOSEPH & & & &
JASPER MINNESOTA

13 June 1960

The Most Reverend Edward A, Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

I was most grateful for your letter of June 9, 1960, -~ for both of

the reasons for which it was writtien. problem has

been on the wmind of several of us, and his letter to you came as quite

a surprise. He is truly a very wonderful man, and I am in fond hopes’
that hls "imagined worries" may be alleviated with some patient and
understanding help. He and coming in this evening -~
a little time may help to determine if medical help will be necessary.

Relative to conducting the Retreat at the College of Saint Teresa, firom
August 12 te August 14, I will be more than happy to do so, and am most
grateful for Your Excellency's invitation. I am also grateful for the
arrangements to furnish a substitute for my parish. '

I am wondering if I might request a favor in connection with the substitute
arrangements, On Holydays of Obligation, an evening Mass is always scheduled
for 8:00. I wonder if it would be possible for the substitute priest to
remain in Jasper throughout the day of August 15th in order to take care of
the evening Mass. The reason for my request 1s that, if possible, I would
like to continue on from Winona on that date to visit my mother who will be
visiting in Wisconsin at that time, As Your Excellency may know, my wother
i1s Assistant Dean of Women at Cardinal Cushing College in Boston, and I do
not have an opportunity to see her very often since she has taken over this
position. She will be returning to Boston in the latter part of August.
With Father Deslauriers! trip to Europe for wmost of the summer, it is quite
difficult to arrange for substitute help out here on Sundays -~ and your
present offer in connection with the Retreat, were it possible to extend it .
for another day, would enable me to make a quick trip between Sundays and

visit with my mother and aunt for a couple of days.

Please inform Monsignor Dittman that I will be most happy to offer Mass at
the Cathedral on August 15th.

With kindest personal regards, I remain,

Respectfully in Christ,

"

*'*EEZ;ZE;L14LLJ~’ ,iZL;;E:::ﬂ*_—_
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June 16, 1960

Reverend William D, Curtis s .
8t, Joseph's Church {
Jasper, -l(tnhe_l‘ou

Deay” Father Cartis,

. I .am pleased to hear that you will be able to con-
duct the retreat for the Catholic Daughters of America which
1s scheduled at the College of Baint Teresa beginning with
dinner on Friday, August 12, at 6100 p.m, and concluding on
Sunday afternoon, August 14, with a Holy Hour -at 4100 ‘Pom,

) In accordance with your request X will appoint a
substitute to supply at Jasper begimning on -Saturday after-
noon, August'1l3 (He shoyld be there in timé for confessions
that evening.) and to ‘provide Masses om Sunday and on the
holyday of obligation including an evening Mdss at 8:00 p.m.
You will reimburse your substitute with an offering.of -
§35.00 for transportation expense and ‘supplying in.the-
parish. You 'will, of course, provide for the Missse pro:
populo on those days. P o ’ :

With kindest regards, I remain
' " §incerely yous in Christ,

' BLshop of Winona
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January 23, 1961

Reverend William R. Curtis
St. Joseph's Church
Jasper, Minnesota

Dear Father Curtis,

I was shocked and grieved this morming to receive a
letter from o '
who apparently are members .of i » She
enclosed therein the letter which you wrote to them and which
certainly was unwise and imprudent,

Such a letter could easily drive people fxom the Church
and leave upon the goul of the priest the responsibility for such
2 lapse from Faith and the practice of religion because of his
harshness and unkindness, I know that you realize that Our Lord
Himself said: '"I have come to serve and not to be served,"

That must be the motto and practice of every priest, I fully
understand, and I believe you do too, that one of your greatest
weakness is an unreasonable and uncontrollable temper. The
only way we can make amends for such is by trying to be humble,
acknowledging our own faults and being most considerate of
other people. '

In this letter of yours which she sent me you began
by demanding immediate settlement for cemetery care. I realize
that sometimes people forget or maybe are negligent of fulfill-
ing their obligation, but & kind letter merely notifying them
of the fact that such is due is much more effective than a
statement: 'Please have this check in Sunday's collection for
I don't.care to have you come to the rectory at any time in
the future," '

You know as well as I that the rectory is not the
priest's possession and that the parishioners have a perfect
right to call on the priest there as long as he is in charge
of that particular parish. When it occurs that one cannot be
reasonable in accepting parishioners even though perhaps they
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Reverend William D. Curtis
January 23, 1961
Page two

may be unreasonable, it becomes an occesion and a cause for re-
moval.

Secondly, in your letter you also were very unpriestly
in demanding at once by Sunday an offering of $25 for a funeral
service which you conducted for the mother., I might remark
that this §25 is entirely unreasonable. It is true that we do
not have in our Synod any set fee or offering because we be-
lieve that priests are reasonable individuals and seek not their
own and depend entirely upon the charity and kindness and
generosity of the people. I consider that an offering for &
funeral which I presume was & "missa cantata'" would be amply
covered by an offering of $10 1f any amount is going to be de-
manded, I always found in general that people were most
generous when the least demands were made upon them and that
even 1f some forget or neglect such an aect of courtesy, it is
more than made up for by others who are generous, and no serious

spiritual damage has been done.

Further in your letter you remarked about Firet Fri-
days and became impatient because apparently, according to your
letter, you were kept walting ten minutes. Perhaps that might
have been true, but I wonder how anyone could be ten minutes
in coming from one part of a house to the door. If you have
a regular practice that people should call you to make arrange-
ments for First Friday, then it 18 proper for you to inform
everyone; but I would not think it desirable to select a par-
ticular party for unusual procedures.

] I regret that I must condemn you for the further state-
ment: "In future, all parish matters are to be conducted by
telephone.”" That cannot be nor will be in this Diocese. I
ask that you apologize to these people even though you may
consider that you are in the right and they in the wrgng. I am
not passing judgment on this particular case, but I must seek
to undo the harm that you have done.

There was another statement in her letter which shocked
me, and I do not know whether it is true or not. If not, it
it 18 well to forget it; but if you made this particular state-
ment from the pulpit, I think that you owe an apology to the
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Reverend William D. Curtis
January 23, 1961
Page three

entire parish. This statement is as follows: "If any young
man gets into trouble with a girl, he need not come to me or I
will knock his block off." I sincerely hope that this was mid-
understood, but I do know that sometimes because you permit your
temper to become unreasonable and uncontrollable you do make
statements which you regret but which in your pride you will
not acknowledge.

I am sorry to write this type of letter to you, Father
Curtis, because you do many things which are excellent; but I
believe that I have a sincere responsibility toward everyone in
this Diocese and try to have my priests be priestly at all times
and in all ways even when they may be imposed upon by people.

1t goes without saying that I do not .expent that you
will make any reference to these people concerning the letter
they wrote and the letter they received from you. If you do,
1 will find it necessary to remove you '"quam primum' from the
parish. I am waiting to answer her letter until I hear further
from you because I make it a practice to answer all letters that
are signed and I alwaye make an effort also tomygi#o-put my
priests in the best light possible. But I cannot condemn people
just because they critiecize a priest. In this particular case
she said: "We are scared of Fathex due to his temper tantrums
which may be he cannot help or control." I know this can be
so true in your case, but I do not agree that it camnot be con-
trolled.

With prayers that God may help you to serve Him well
as a priest, being Christ-lilke at all times and in all ways and

to use the talents which He has given you for His greater honor
and glory, I vemain :

/ 8incerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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2k January 1961

Dear

I want to write a brief note to you in apology for my recent letter, a
letter which I wrote with wincerity of hope that misunderstandings oculd
be brought to a clese. Until recently, I was not aware in any way of
your disapproval of my parish sdministration, and I yas completely unaware
that you felt I was to blane for situation., his latter, more .
than anything eles, had me completely worried for two reasons: (1) I have
alwaye been very fond of and vanted to guide his development along
the 1lines that I considersd necessary to wmake him a fine Catholic man;
(2) 4f the school inoident ever ocourred again, and in & careless or
smotional wmoment you might make your statements of the other evening a
?attor of publie accusation against we, I would be in a very bad light.
his my be a matter of pride, but I felt more that it was a matter re-

fleeting on my priesthood.

Relative to the First Fpiday Calls, I will call at your home to biing

eommanion to after the morning Mass -- I most likely will be

leaving here around 7135 to 7:40. Perhaps, arranging for me to arrive

at your home close to 7:45 might be best. It is impossible always to

foresee the condition of the oountry roads. I mention this now in order
withdrew my statement that you need call each time.

Likewise, should you wish to conduoct any business, parish, personal, or
otherwise, I withdraw my statement to do all such things by telephons. In
my haste, I overlooked that the parish houee is your house and within your
rights to enter for matters ns stated above.

In closing, I wish in all sincerity to tell you that I am very much worried
about and would lock forward to his cooperation in religion classes.

This 1# not said by way of picking on the boy, but ssid very trythfully from
ay heart. I am very interested in his possibilities for the future in light
of the wonderful gifts Qod has bsstowed upon hkim. My attemtp to discipline
him has always been with this thought in wind. In light of recent events
between ue, I am now at & loss as how to handle him, for fear of your mis-
interpretation of my intentions. I will try to handle everything as best

a8 I can.
With sincere apologies for all that has transpired, I remain,
Sincerely in ‘hrist,

e A
de,{vﬁéw 0«.023;- )
Father Willism Yoran “urtis
WCO000355
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JASPER MINNESOTA

24 January 1961

The Most Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

I received your letter this morning, and accept its reprimands, hoping,
however, that I may be allowed to clarify the situation to the best of

my abllity, I am also in fond hopes that I may not be accused of trying
to "justify myself" in this matter, for the matter is deeply involved, and
even the contents of this letter will not be adequate,

For almost the past year, have been extremely critical
throughout the parish of everything I have attempted. They do not approve

of the new building program for two reasons: (1) To quote them, "We are not

a ritzy people in this partbh™ -. therefore the new hall is totally uncalled
for., (2) - » 18 a rather wealthy man,
and through the years has given hecessary money to the family FREE OF INTEREST,
when not an outright gift, stated definite opinions
about building, borrowing, and paying interest that have been confusing and
troublesome to many.

In addition to these above things which have been particularly bothersome
to in the past year, I have been criticized for the way

I say l"fe.ss, the manner in which I preach, the manner in which I teach, and,
in general, there have been few things that have not been the obj#ct of
their critiecism. In light of these observations, I would definitely like to
state two things: I HAVE NEVER 1OST MY TEMFER IN THIS PARISH .. ABOVE ALl

I HAVE NEVER DONE SO IN THE FULPIT. I think that this will be substantiated
by any parishioner. Typ the best of my knowledge I may have raised my voice
twice relative to some extreme indifference concerning the sacraments, and
once relative to the more well-to~do members of this parish doing their share
financially concerning the building fund. I do think you would find total
agreement in this -~ should even these two instances be remembered. I have
never made the following statement: If any young man gets into trouble with

a girl, he need not come to me or I will knock his block off", The occasion
wherein I may have been accused of saying this, was some months ago when
Archbishop Brady wrote a column concerning teen-age marriages and wherein he
would not allow his clergy to participate in such validations because of
breghancies among other things. I believe the letter had something to say
about people could knock at rectory doors and scream their lungs out, but such
marriages would not be validated. I read this letter VERBATIM from the pulpit,
and mentioned that such would very possibly be the situation here and would
meet with your approval upon examination of facts. Again, I would like to
assure you THAT I DID NOT LOSE MY TEMPER.
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Relative to the cemetery watter, came to me sbout a year and a half
ago, and wanted to purchase 3 a cemetery lot and put the lot into Perpetual Care. Almost

immediately upon this, became seriously ill, had two very magor operations,
and still is quite ill. In qll of this time, I have been very close to i have
driven many times to to visit him in the Hospital, driven to in order
to bring the Sacraments to him while confined there, and was absent from
bis parish. Recently, had a very sudden and shocking death -~ I was called
from my table on the occasion of my Forty Hours Dinner, closing night, and went out to
annoint her at the home of ] ) I was with hhe
family constantly, and they asked me particularly to be present with when
body was returned to - was recuperating from his second
operation, and the family felt my presence would be most helpful. I might add that it
At the time, I recited a special Rosary with the family in their home
in order that might participate, since he would not be able to be present
at the funeral home. All of these things were done, and never did I ever bring up the
matter of money., In fact, I don't accept ANY OFFERINGS for sacramental administration in

this parish.

cerainly was.

The cemetery matter was brought up to bit later and ignored. The ONLY reason
I brought the matter to " attentio n was that fact that the Cemetery Trustees

had wondered about the paymeni for Berpetual Care. #11 other lots have been cared for

immediately, and by considerably poorer peovle. It was felt that . shovld have
cared for this matter a long time ago. I hver broached the subject because of his health,
and particularly because of the very suddedn death of his wife. The family spent a
great deal of money in the burial of their mother, which is justified with their financial
satus., But I requested $25.00 from them -- and I certainly may have been wrong -~ because
1 never received a word of gratitude, received a great deal of complaint, and felt that

$25,00 was not out of line in light of other funeral expenses, In addition,
refused to have the funeral cardé for by the local undertaker with whom thgy have

had an imaginary fight for some time, and of whom they have been most critical, Their
attitude in this matter, too, was very embarrassing to all concerned. I might add that
refuse, and have refused for quite some time, fio do any trading or

business in or they have fought and critiszed, quite unfairly, everyone in business

here in the Community.

The reason I wrote to ' rather than talk the matter over with them, is

due, Your Ercellency, quite to the exact set of reasons they have given. They are the

one's who lose their tempers, and thoughf:I will admit I lost my temper with them the
evening they came in, I am sure that this, too can be clarified and explained. I cannot

-~ nor can anyone in this community -- deal with them. They lose their tempers immediately,
begin a rather strong meries of accusations, and from then on, 1ife becomes quite impossible,

Shortly before Christmas, . their youngest boy, got into extremely serious
trouble in school, Immediately upon its occurrence, the superintendant called
me, and was obviously troubled. He asked to see me immediately, and came over to the
Recbory. What I am about to say, perhaps, should ndb be said, but it will throw light

ofi this entire matter -- and probably for the future. For it is quite possible you will
hear from this family again in anyone's administration here if gets in ttrouble and

the family will not accept help. At any rate, deliberately planned and startéd to
carry out a sexual assault on another girl in his grade -- eighth grade. Fortunate¥y, the
girl escaped and ran immediately to the office, At Tirst gould not admit what he

had done, When confronted with the facts, he broke down, cried, and could offer no
explanation why he had attemptedthis thing, HE REQUESTED THAT I BE INFORMED, THAT I

MIGHT BELP HIM, AND THAT I WOULD INFORM HIS MOTHER AND FATHER, and I have always
WC000357
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godten alongvery well, When I informed the family of this affair, they were

very resentful, and grew moreso. ‘heir full resentment of ny "interference" and
knowlgdge of the affair came to a boiling head the evening I asked them to come to

the R ctory -- last week., I had asked them to come over to discuss another matter
concerning For going on three years now I have been teaching thhe children

of this parish -~ and for all of this time, has never once answered a question,

and in every class I have asked him to be quiet in order that I might teach, Again,

I would like to assure you that never once have I lost my temper in doing so. This, too,
could be borne out by all the students, But things concerning behaviour have
become quite progressively worse as he is getting older, and evern

are worried about this matter. I have had to dismiss him from class two times recently
-- along with another boy -- in order to have some quiet, and I thought perhaps the
dismissal back to study hall might be a good source of discipline. I wanted to discuss
these matters with and I felt they would be amenable to such
discussion, Immediately, . made some rather crude statements about my
teaching, and following this ACCUSED ME OF BEING ENTIRELY TO BLAME FOR ACTTONS,
INCLUDING THE INCIDENT AT SCHOOL, That is when I supposedly "blew my temper". In a
very controlled voice, though I was gngry, I stated: "I'm damn sick and tired of you

two peonle blaming everyone in this community except yourselvew for things that go .
wrong". The word zgamn" supposgdl shocked -~ and therein, is where I‘“ﬁﬂ*‘*db
lost my temperd” They haaécno réason ever to say to you that they have fear of me

or of my losing my tmeper., I have been in their home more than in any other home

in this parish, I have been, in the past year due to the sickness in the family,

closer to them than to any other family in this parish. I have never at any time

raised wy voice or lost my temper with the In addition, on the occasion of

the evening mentio:sl above, before they left the R ctory, I DID APQLOGIZE TG THEM

FOR MY LANGUAGE, The reason I do not want to come to the Rgctory again

is simply that she gets uncontrollable in her accusations, can bdcome very rude,

and 1s quite impossible to subdue once she gets going. Her presence is very embarrassing
at such times., This family can no longer deal with the Superintendant of the School,

for they have had they same attitude toward him as the attitude that has been manifested
toward me, and reported to ygu. In fact, was most happy to have had me
intervene in situation at school, because he cannot deal with the family. They
have had this same trouble with both athletic coaches, some of the teachers, and as I

mentioned previously, with almost every merchant in « Membets of the school
board came to me after -affair at school, and also advised I talk to the

family. This I tried very earnestly and in a very helpful way to do, but my action
has been completely reuffed. The Superintendant of the school has informed me that
each day he keeps an eye on and is quite fearful should his action ever be

repeated again. The thing that is worrying myself, and =
is the boy's opmplete imability to determine what prompted himy on a completely

non-exciting occasion, to do what he attempted to do.

accused me of being repponsible for all of this bdcause I pick on her
boy. When I confronted her with facts, she backed down on her statement, for I have

-~ on the contrary -- quite constantly singled out for many things and many
advantages. And I have always singled the boy out for special things on the Altar,

In fact, I could be accused of being vartial to ’ in preference bo others in
the parish., But I have singled him out because I have felt he could develop into a

fine Catholic gentleman. Now, of course, I am quite confused,
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It was because of attitudes and accusations, that I felt constrained to
remind them of their own family background. This was done for the definite reason of

advising them that the boy might need definite medical help —- which, too, is the

opinion of and I knew that this matter could not be broached

in conversation because of the violent reettions that would set in.

have come to me several times for advice concerning both of their sons, and it was
always given -~ and I have always been most friendly and polite. But when this recent
occurrence came about, the trend was reversed, and they became excessively bitter and
most accusatory of the complete parish set-up,

from this parish to run for the school board,

I trusted that he
lost the

This past year, I recommended
and backed him 100% against a great deal of advice to the contrary.
would be good on the school board, and represent the Church well.
election, and took things very personally in a wrong light -- and accordingly, began
to turn remarks against my work in the parish and community. Again, the family
cannot truthfully make the statement concerning being afraid of my temper, And though
I know I cannot convince you of this, I am perfectly ready to place my hand on a
Bible and swear thdt I have not lost my temper with this family, personally or from

the puloit. I am also perfectly willing to swear that they have presented you with a

very unfair lie,

Relative to the evening, I was supposed to have lost my temper with the Ay
raised my voice BEGGING THEM TO STAY IN THE PARISHE AND NOT TO RUN AWAY FRCM THEIR
RESFONSIBILITIES IN THE COMMUNITY, AND ABOVE NOT TC RUN AWAY FROM TEEIR RESPONSIBILITY
TO HELP SHOULD HELP BE MECESSARY. I told them that I was very interested in
and very proud of the boy, and wanted them to remain in the parish in order that I
could help if necessary, for I mentioned to them the worry some of us have. I might
also add that their desire to leave the parish -- as stated to me that evening -- had
nothing to do with me. In light of their eventual accusations in the course of the
evening, their disastifaction with my administration, the trustees, and other things
mentioned, I wrote to them,in the letter forwarded to you, that they could feel free
to leave the parish if they wished to do so,

The reason for placing stipulations on their financial obligation toward the Church
Support and building Fund programs was that it was necessary for them to do their
I raised Church Support here last year, and everyone came

share in this matter.

through save for He, moregvgr— % itted that the $5.00 didn't look good

after his name on this year's reporﬁfw e gavk as his reasons, however, that he could
I wish you could see the farm

not afford to do anything in the past two years.
and all things pertaining thereto. It is the finest farm in the area, and he is one

of the bigger cattle men in the area. Though we have had hard years out here, he has
not suffered a great deal as others have. In addition, gave the
$5,000.00 this past year. They have recently opurchased a new Oldsmobile, which is
all right, but they have not done anything for the Building Fund. Their objection to
contributing is based primarily on the fact of my doing business relative to the

building fund with . merchants, the presence of and
the trustee and building committee lists, and, I suppose more basic, they feel we don't

need the building, It is quite a matter of wanting to run the parish. When

’ here -— which I encouraged he be -~ things were

a great deal different. It is hard to analyze their mentality, but their actions

flow from these difficult mental persuasions of theirs. Almost everyone in the parish,
save for a few old die-hards, have sacrifieed for the Bpilding Fund -- your own letter
to me recently complimented these people for their sacrifice, and such it has tmily been.
This is not the best farm area in the Diocese.

on

was president of the
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this past year and a half, has attended but two meetings

I might also add that
f the Altar Society. DBoth of these

(to the very best of my knowledge and recollection) o
meetings dealt with the kitchen of the new building, At both meetings she caused quite a

bit of stir (1) relative to her suggestion that no business be done with merchants,
(2) that the kitchen is not as good as the kitchen in 0f course, we can't afford

that tmpe of kitchen.

know that I was called into the ,
You will recall in the letter I wrote to the o
givéng them $5,000.00 this past year. Inmediately,
the Cashier mentioned above, of giving this
information to me. 7This caused a great deal of harm to and she was afrald of
losing her job. is a fine Catholic woman, and proved a great deal of loyalty to
thgs parish in maintaning reserve, dignity, and SILENCE, when the parish financex were quite
a caus®E of embarrassment at the local bank -- quite a Lutheranstronghold.,:

made these accusations without any foundation, as they have done all such things.
The matter has been straightened out with - head of the bank ~- and immediately
he understood the nature of the matter due to the source from which it came . was
able to do this without my direct intervention -- fortunately.

It may be of interest to let Your Excellency

and by the husband of one of the Cashiers.
that I made medtion of

accused ;

There are two things that I sincerely regret in Jour Excellency's letter, and L mention
this with all sincere respect, a r8spect that T think you will admit I have always manifested

toward you, your office, your person. First of all, has told a very harmful
and deliberate lie {though you may be dempted to helieve I am trying to "justify" myself in
this) in her statement: We are scared of Father due to his temper tantrums which maybe he

I have never had a temper tantrum in this parish publicaly or

I think this statement

burt by Your Excellency's

cannot help or control.

privately relative to the
is very unfair. Secondly, I have been, in all honesty, quite deeply
at I might make reference td tthis matter in any remark from

I do not feel, again

tp believe that T am

any other issue in this rarish.

even so casual suspicion th
the pulpit, and accordingly might lose my appointment to the parish.,
in all honesty, that I have ever given Your Excellency the occasgpm

that imprudent.

Enclosed, you will find a copy of my letterto i stating my apology.
I did nothing by way of attempting sarcasm, harm, or bitterness, but felt that correspondence’

was theonly last resort. I might also state very honestly that I quite suspicioned the

letter would be forwarded to you, since this family will fight to the very last in proving
they are right in all things, and, accordingly:\would not attemnt to write to them things
that would do spiritual damage, but rather things that I sincerely felt were necessary to

be of assistance in bringing their attitudes to a close.

With my kindest personal regards, I remain,
Hespectfully in “hrist,

Feides Centes

Father “William Doran “urtis
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January 25, 1961

Dear

1 have your latter of January 21 and am very sorry to
hear of the charges which you have made against Father Curtis,
your pastor. B wish to inform you that Father Curtis was
merely acting in his responsible position as my official re-
presentative in regard to perpetual care for the cemetery lots
when he submitted his statement to you, or your father if he is
able, concerning the required charges necessary to maintain the
cematery in a sultable mannex.

Perpetual care is required on all graves by diocesan
law unless the parties concerned are paupers, in which case we
gladly forego any monetary demands. I trust that your father
may be able to handle this mattexr as soon as possible in oxrder
to pay all just debts, Care of the cemetery is of greater im-
portance than any casket, flowers, ete.

I might also state that it has been customery from
time immemorial for those who are financially able to make a
suitable offéring to the one who officiates at funeral services.
This is merely giving assistance to him for his living expenses
and particularly for the transportation expenses in which a
priest is involved in caring for a parish. However, in this
matter also a priest does not expect any such offering from
those who cannot afford it.

I would like also to call your attention to the re-
sponsibility of people in regard to statements and accusations
which may be rash judgment if not calumny., We all would wish
that parents might realize that they should never challenge or
question authority of any superior, ineluding parents themselves,
in the presence of their children. 1 am surprised to hear you
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Reverend William D, Curtis
Jamiary 25, 1961
Page two

state that yourson is afraid of Father Curtis. From my knowledge
of him 1t has always been the opposite because of his gwat in-
terest in boys whom he tried to direet into the paths of virtue.

I trust that you will join in cooperation with Fathex
Curtis in the parish programs which he is attempting to carry
out at my direction and which I am convinced will be spiritually
beneficial for the parish and for all faithful members thereof.
Such a bulilding program may require some saorifice on the part
of the parishioners, but I am sure that these sacrifices will
be amply rewarded and blessings bastowed upon those who do their
fair share in furnishing suitable facilities for the religious
instruction of our children.

Hith prayers that peace and harmony may contimie among
all in Jasper, I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

WC000362
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January 25, 1961

Reverend William D, Curtis
8t, Joseph's Church
Jasper, Minnesota

Dear Father Curtis,

I am very grateful for your letter of January 24
and also for the copy of the letter which you have sent to
wish to compliment you on the virtue
of humility you have shown in the letter which you have
written to them and I sincerely hope that thia may have a
good effect upon them,

As 1 stated in my letter, I did not directly aec-
cuse you of anything. I merely stated some of the facts
from yOur letter to them and some of the things that they
have said. I am happy to accept your statement that you
have not had temper tantrums in the parish, either publicly
or privately.

I trust that this matter now may rest in peace
and that you may continue to earry out your work to the
best of your ability.

I am enclosing herewith a copy of the letter which
I have sent to

With kindest regards, I remain

8incerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

enc.
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;"'éHURCH OF SAINT
N4, JOSEPH & o5 oF &
JASPER MINNESOTA

16 February 1961

The Most Reverend E ward A, Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

Enclosed, please find the Diocesan note for the amount this parish had
invested with you. Thank you most kindly for forwarding the check to
the amount of twelve thousand dollars; this has been incorporated with
the parish funds at the Pipestone Federal Loan and Savings, and will
continue to draw four per cent. interest until we begin drawing upon
it,

I will be having contracts signed now that you have approved bids and
estimates, and it is my prayer that all will proceed well once the building
gets under construction.

When it becomes possible to do so, I will inform you concerning the completion
date of the building in order that you might arrange your schedule for the
dedication, I mentioned previously that Confirmation is on schedule for
Jasper this year, and I know it will be most convenient for you to combine

the two matters in one trip to your "Wpstern outpost",

The Franciscan Sisters at Wilmont and S;. Kilian have requested that I

glve them a spiritual conference once a month. I was most happy to oblige
them in this matter, for any work along this line is appealing to me and

I feel that I may be able to do just a little more good for others -- par-
ticularly the nuns. I trust that Your Excellency will not mind wy undertaking
this extra type of work. I would be most happy to be of service to the nuns
in this type of spiritual work, wherever I may be. If you should ever wish

to mention this to their spiritual authorities, I would be most pleased. There
always seems so much to do in the spiritual order, and if I can be of help in
any way I will be most willing to undertake such conferences. Even at the
longest range, I guess our priestly lives are only too short in light of all
that we can do, ‘

With my kindest personal regards, I remain,

Respectfully in Christ,

Father William Voran “urtis
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February 17, 1961

Revexrend ﬁtlliim D. Curtis
S8t, Joseph's Church
Jasper, Mirmmesota

Dear Father curtis M

SRR am plused to hedr of the success of your' pro-
gram and hope that the building project will move abng -
smoothly. I &m sure that we c¢an arrange for a dedication
sometime in the fall in connection with the: Confirmation

-chﬂdlla .

- 1 ém pleased to hmr uf your acceptance of the
lptr;(.tual eonferences monthly for the Sisters at Wilmont
and St. Rilian, X know that they will be most happy and
that you are w11 qualifiod to g:l.va them this. apiri.tual
help. .
I ¢ harcw:l.th also appoiut you to the same respona:l.-
bi.lity for the Sisters of 8t: Franeis at Luverne when they
shall have taken up their work there next September.

- Thank you for the mote which you have sent to us
and whi.ch we hnvo canceled.

8incerely y;auru in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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"EHURCH OF SAINT

4 JOSEPH o & &

JASPER MINNESOTA

15 September 1961

The Most Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

I was really quite tremendously surprised and pleased with the comments in

your recent letter. In fact, so much so, that I read the letter to the people
at Mass yesterday and the congregation looked like one huge smile of satisfactien
when I read your words of praise, . I don't think we could have received a more

lovely tribute to .the work of the past few months,

I am having ready a floor plan for you, The two or three we have
on hand are pencilled with eirections, stc.,, for the purpose of construction notes,
ante to prepare one free of all these things. I will ferward it te

you at the latter part of this week.

While speaking of , the young man whom I intreduced to you at the time
of the dedication, I would like to mention to you the wonderful work he has done
for the parish during all of this project. He drew the plans, and has over-seered
many avenues of direction with the construction head, , whom you also
met. Between . - plans, ordering of materials, and so many hours ef laber
on thousands of details, and the complete cooperation between him, and
myself, this parish was saved anywhere from elght te ten thousand dollar3 in the
total cost of the building itself. I think it worth while for you to know of the
dedication of some of your Catholic people in the smaller parishes such as Jasper —-
for it is seldom they can get before your attention in all that they do for the
Church -~ as 1s possible in larger parochial areas.

The young boy who assured us that your "blows" were the "material sigan" of the
Sacrament of Confirmation, is going down in parish history, I'm sure. I'm sure
that your tap en his cheek when confirming him at least evédenced that the "blows"

weren't too hard!!!

Again, I wish to thank you for coming to us when you did. The day — and all connected
with it -- were a great boost to these wonderful people.

With my kiddest regards, I wish to remain,
Respectfully in Christ,

WC000221
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November 24, 1961

Reverend mllim D, Curtis

8t, .Joseph's Church

Jasper, Minnesota
Dear Father Curtis,

1 am very happy to acknowledge receipt of your
lot:t-.er and pleaded to know that the paople appreciated
th¢ well deaervcd ptaise whi.ch 8 gsva to you and t:o them,

: - Ihwe alao received today t:he sketch of tha :
floor plan of yout building which I desire to have for my
files to help me 1.n future pl.ann:l.ng fm‘: mll parisheo.

I am vary happy to recognize tha kindness and
gemerosity of helped you with these
plans and the supervision of the buil 1 am, there~
fore, encloging herewlth a Bishop's Meda wh:l.eh I wish you
would present to him, at Hasa if ‘you wish, as a public
telt:!.ml:mi.al to him, '

Mith kindest ragards nnd wvishing you many .
bleu:l.nsa. I remain

Sinca're'ly yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

WCO000222



wC

RfHURCH OF SAINT
d JOSEPH & & K &
JASPER MINNESOTA

12 March 1962

The Most Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona :

275 Harriet Sireet

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

I would 1like to thank you for the kindness of your recent letter relative
to the Vocation article in THE COURIER, I had many hesitations about being
quite so frank when deciding to write the article; hence, your views and
approval have been mast encouraging.

Enclosed, please find two parish checks: one represents the offering for
the HOME MISSIONS COLLECTION; the other, represents our second guarter payment
for our DIOCESAN TAX. :

With kindest regards, I wish to remain,

Respectfully in Christ,

“;?§§g€g§¥"dgfiiam Doran Curtis

WC000223
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'zHURCH OF SAINT
JOSEPH ' % R ¥
JASPER MINNESOTA

1 May 13962

The Mpst Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

I am forwarding to you the manuscript, THE SEMINARY AND THE PRIEST-TO-BE,
in accord with your offer te have this published in pamphlet form .

I have been thinking over many of Your Excellency's observations given

during the course of our conversation last week, and I think that I will

ablde by the advice to attempt writing longer: artlcles for magazine

Eu blication now and then ~- providing their ‘acceptance, of course,  If
can stumble upon an idea now and then which might enable me to write

at greater length than my weekly column in THE COURIER, I will try to

develop such thoughts into an article for publication,

Should such writings be accepted, eventual chances of a book, as you
mentioned, are better secured,

I'm grateful for both your advice and encouragement in these matters.

With kindest regards, I continus to remain,
Respectfully in Christ,

Pt oz

Father William Uoran Curtis

WC000224
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May 9, 1962

Reverend William D, Curtis
St. Joseph's Church

Jas'par, thnaqou

Dalr ?ut:her Curtis,

1 have received your 1etter and the manuscript

which I hope to have publighed: for you in pamphlet. form
goon, . When it s available, I will send you the same,

With best wishes for your contimued success,

8incerely yours in Christ,

.Bishop of Winona

WC000225
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:';HURCH OF SAINT
A, JOSEPH & & o %
JASPER MINNESOTA

16 July 1962

The Most Reverend Egward A, Fitzgerald
Bishop of “inona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

Enclosed, please find our rarish check for two hundred and thirty dollars
($230.00) to be credited to our pledge account for the Diocesan Development

Fund .

I am forwarding this check at this time rather than at the end of the month
because 1 will be leaving after Mass next Sunday for a vacation trip to the
West. I 'would like to have the account money on hand as of the moment be
forwarded before I leave in order to avoid accumulation of these funds and
to ease the bookkeeping at the Chancery. I trust that this arrangement is

satisfactory to you.

I hope that you are feeling considerably better following your stay at St,
Mary's Hospital. The day after seeing you, I received an emergency call from
home notifying me of my mother's need for immedizte surgery. hanks to the
good graces of Father Deslauriers, I was able to get home to see her before
the surgery. I had not seen her for over a year, and it is a strange feeling
to see one's mother for the first time,in such a stretch of time, on the
verge of serlous surgery.

The results were excellent, and mother will be in fine condition folleowing her
complete recuperation. We were afraid of a malignancy, or the need to go through
life with a colostomy. Fortunately, only a portion of the inte$tinal tract had
to be removed, and now all 1s well,

It 1s a happy coincidence that both of you are recurerating well,

I am looking forward to the trip West, Father Gavin and I have planned a
relaxing and enjoyable tour,

With kindest regards, I remain,

Respectfully in Christ,
/"’

“‘*‘1& C.‘«L:'L—-«é_;..; a5,

Father William Doran €urtis

WC000226
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’;HURCH OF SAINT
WAL JOSEPH & ok &
JASPER MINNESOTA

22 August 1962

4

The Most Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald
Bishop of Mnona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Yeur Excellency:

I am writing in reference to a matter that might be of interest te you
in your planning for the needs of the smaller parishes of the Diocese,

the young man from the parish who designed our St. Jeseph
Center, and ~ whe did the construction and contractual work,
have appreached me with a rather interesting suggeestion. And they have
requested that I seek yeur epinien in the matter,

They would like to get into the work of building fer smaller parishes and
thelr needs, Schools, balls, even churches in smaller areas would be well
within thelr abilities, They have built and designed not enly eur new
structure, but many homes in and areund the Jasper-Pipestone-Celeman, S.D.,
area, the new medical clinic in Pipestene, the dental elinic here in
Jasper, as well as our medical clinic building., At the present time, they
are completing a new ILutheran church here in Jasper,

From my own experience, I know that a great deal of money ceuld be saved
and at the same time agbsolute quality workmanship is guarahteed, We centinue

to revel in our appreclation of the new bullding day after day.
knows that were he and able to team up with designs approved by

you and fellow that through with their purchasing and contracting, they ceule
save you a minlmum of twenty thousand dollars on the type of building needed
in our average smaller parish, A4ll tetalled, I know we were saved this amount
of money -- if not more in our own construction. Archtéectural fees alene
would be eliminated, plus many other expenses that do add up, as you know

so well,

I am writing all of this in very brief outline in order that you might give
the matter some thought. Should you be interested, I know that beth gentlemea
would be able to visit with you in Winona at your convenience -- or arrange te
see you sometlme when you might be near this area,

With mh kindest regards, I remain,
Respectfully yours in Christ,

—— el T

WC000227
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August 23, 1962 |

Reverend William D. Curtis
St. Joseph's Church
Jasper, Minnesota

Dear Father Cuxtis,

‘ I thank you for your letter of August 22 and the
recomnendation of and .« I would be
pleased to keep them in mind should the occasion arise for
the planning and construction of buildings in smaller
paxishes.

. - - Just at pregent X do not have any plans in view
excepting that L hope to see classroom bulilding at Sher-
burn within the next couple of years. Your friends may
visit with Father Neudecker at Sherburn to offer some sug-
gestions as to a posseible building which might be needed
there,

I am happy to hear that you continue to be pleased
with your building which I think is most practical and usge-
ful. I hope that it is being productive of much spiritual
good, '

Bincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

WC000228
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8eptember 24, 1962

" Reverend William D, Curtis

§t. Joseph's Chureh

-Jasper, Minnesota

Dear Father Curtis,

0 Owing to the fact that must take

an enforced rest on account of serious surgery, I herewith
appoint you as ordinary confessor to the Baehool Sisters of
Notre Dame at §t. leo's School in Pipestone during the
time of his inability to perform this work,
- Thaﬁﬁing you fbf_yaﬁr cooperation in this matter,
I remain S : o :
8incerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

Father Edward Klein of Currie will serve as extraordinary
confesgor for the Sisters at Pipestone.

WC000229
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CHURCH OF SAINT JOSEPH —~L— JASPER MINNESOCTA

16 December 1962

The Most Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

A somewhat belated but nonetheless sincere welcome upon your return
from the Second Vatican Council, I can well imagine that there must
be a thousand and one thoughts running through your mind as a result
of the Council -- and even a touch of impatience to bring so much to
reality as a result of the Council., I followed the Council really
quite religiously and feel so very proud-and concerned relative to
the many things it will yet accomplish.

I am enclosing two parish checks to be credited to the parish account
for the interest on note #213, and also for the final quarter payment
of our Diocesan Tax,

Monsignor Speltz has requested that I give the Seminary Retreat at the
end of January. When in Winona at that time I #ill have the chance to
see you, I am sure. In the meantime, please accept my kindest wishes

for the many blessings of the Christmas season.

Respectfully in Christ,

Cotaidn, G

Father William Doran Curtis

WC000230
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CHURCH OF SAINT JOSEPH =—j— JASPER MINNESOTA

29 April 1963

‘S

The Most Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald
Bishop of “inona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

Enclosed, please find our parish check for the monthly returns on the
DIOCESAN DEVELOPMENT FUND, Enclosed, also, is the check for the HOLY
LAND COLLECTION -- what with the Retreat, I somewhat fouled vp on for-
warding this check as quickly as possible.

Relative to my own personal eheck for the DIOCESAN DEVELOPMENT FUND,

you will notice that I have it made out for ten dollars rather than the
usual twenty. I will be forwarding this amount from now until December
and complete my pledge payments this waye To do so will be & bit easier
at the present time, and I want to set some funds aside in order to attend
the Biblical Study Institute at St. John's this summer, August Sth to Hth,
I am sure that the continuation of my pledge payments in thls manner will
most with your approval. .

Relative to your recent letter concerning the Vatican Pavilian at the

New York World's Fair, with your approval it is my intentiom to delay that
collection until a more opportune time in the summer months. Noxt Sunday,

May Sth, is our First Communion Sunday and there are a few extra expenses
involved in the familiew of the First Communicants, On May 19th, we will

have the Missionary Priest here to appeal for funds and I do not want to

take up a coldection too close to his appeal. When I do teke up the collection,
I will forward such funds to your office immediately,

With my kindest personal regards, I remain,

Respectfully in Christ,

-
I

S ey
L Toue /u./ /f ealof
Father Williem Doran “urtis

WC000231
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CHURCH OF SAINT JOSEPH - JASPER MINNESOTA

July 21, 1963

The Mest Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald
Bishep ef Winena

275 Harriet Street

Winena, Minnesota

Yeur Excellency:

I hegltate to forward to yeu the enclesed WAY OF THE CROSS, because Y
am aware that yeur schedule must be quite demanding new with the
additienal considerations required in anticipatien ef the Diocesan
Genventien for Catholic Wemen and yeur appreaching return te the
secend sessien of the Vatican Ceuncil.

I would sincerely appreciate, hewever, yeur examining THE WAY OF THE
CROSS which I have been working en -- heping yeur appreved Imprimatur
may pave the way teward publicatien ef this Scriptural appreach te
this beautiful lenten devetien, At first glance, it may seem that the
devetlen might teke considerably mere time than the mere traditional
snes in use at the present time. But yeu will netice the eliminatien
of all prayers save the Scriptural pessages, and I don't think the
ever-all recitatien ef the Psalms will censume mere time than that
erdinarily taken up with the repititien ef the @ur Fathers, etc.,
which we new use,

The Preface to these devetlens will be semewhat explanatery and enable
you te understand my intentiens and desires relative to this appreach

te THE WAY OF THE CROSS, I feel very mach convinced that the Seriptures
can be uged te better advantage than we have used them -~ and the present
Biblical Mevement enceurages me te make this attempt at usage in this
particular devetien. '

The reasen fer my submissien ef this manuscript at the pregsent time 1s

my intentien te attend the Scripture Institute at St. Jehn's, Cellegeville,

Minneseta, the first week in August (August 5= 9). Sheuld yeu give your

Imprimatur, I might be able te find seme means ef their publicatien threugh
. a friend of mine whe is managing the Liturgical Press. I

am centident he will have advice fer me aleng this line,

Your wenderful appre¢iatien ef my manuscript on the SEMINARY AND THE PRIEST
TO BE, plus yeur kindness and enceuragement ef my writing in general, prempts
nmy hepes fer yeur faverable reactien te the enclesed,

With kindest regards, I remain,
Respectfully in Christ,

L_/%,Z%RJ @bf—m

WC000232
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July 23, 1963

Rev, William D, Qurtis
Church of 8t. Joseph
Jasper, Minnesota

Dear Fathex Curtis,

' 1 have your letter of July 21st with the enclosure
of your copy of & proposed ceremonidl of prayers for the
"Way of the Cross." I have read it with sueh interest snd
wigh to congratulate you on thewery spiritual tons which you
have given to.this salutary religious devotion. o - ¢

-+ #As indicated on the copy, my Xmprimatur for publicatien
~ ip granted, since all the Imprimatux does is to certify that
* there is nothing contrary to faith orx wmorals. Certainly,

since all of it is from the Seriptures or from the approved
prayers, there cannot be any question of dogmatic aceuracy,
However, I do mot think that this partieular format for the
Way of the Croes would find a very wide acceptance owing to
its length, ete. It would be an axcellent text for somaéone ,
who wished to use it for personal and private meditation, but
&8 & private devotion in this day of bravity, ¥ feaxr that it
would not have the circulation that would be necessary for s
publication, Thexe ars many texts available today so this
would diter into & field of very stringent competimbon.

-1 do wish, however, to congratulate you on your devotion
and desire to promote the spiritusl life and accomplish the
proposal of the late Pope John XXXXX for the return to a grester
knowledge of the Seriptures. .

1 do vish you, however, many blassings and hope that your
dream may be realized in its publication, ' -

1 am happy to hear that you plan to attend the Seripture
Institute at 8t. John's in August. X #m sure that you will ;
get much inspiration from your association there as well as L
£xom the lectures that you will be privileged to hear.

Withikindest regards, I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

WC000233
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CHURCH OF SAINT JOSEPH -~ JASPER MINNESOTA

July 29, 1963

The Mest Reverend Edward A, Filtzgerald
Bishep efWinena

275 Harriet Street

Winena, Minnescta

Your Excellency:

Enclesed, please find parish and persend checks to be credited teward
DIOCESAN DEVELOPMENT FUND acceunts.

I wish te thank you fer the kindness ef your IMPRIMATUR relative te the
Statiens ef the Cress I forwarded fer your examinatien. I am in fond
hepes that they might be received well for publication and devetion --
mindful ef the truth ef your ebservations concerning their length, I
guess IT]11 have to experiment wlth this devetlon's acceptanee with

religious publishers,

For the past twe years I have been cencentrating much ef my persenal study
time on the Scriptures, and am leoking forward te a little mere prefessional
touch at the Scripture Institute at St. Jehn's, It is my intentlen to attend
this Institute e wry year frem new on, In additlen, I have been giving some
thought te:the pessibility ef auditing a ceurse in Anclent Histery at -
Augustana Cellege in Sieux Falls, 50\1%1‘1 Daketa, - This course might be scheduled
twice a week, or it might be pessible to audit such a ceurse once a week at

an eveing schedule, I am wondering what your mind weuld be en this pessibility.,
Augustana College 15 a Lutheran institutien, but I think a ceurse in Ancient
Histery weuld be quite far remeved frem a "dogmatic" matter., I would like to
review Ancient Histery, again with a prefessienal, academic teuch, in ceerdina-
tien with my Scripture studies, If I ceuld pessibly arrange te audit such a
ceurse during the ceming year, I weuld appreciate yeur permissien te attend
this Lutheran institutien if yeu den't think seme type of scandal might be

invelved,

Maybe I am being foolish in this matter; but I have renewed a great deal of
interest in the study ef Scripture. Much ef this can be mest effective in the
present and future dialegue in the Ecumenical Mevement; much can alss be of
benefit in whatever writing I can de in the future touching upen many phases
of the Bible and Ecumenical appreach to the work of unity, I do keep myself
quite busy out here, andthere is always much te de . In addition, with the
fall, I attempt te give the spiritual conferences te five different greups ef

nuns eut in this area, JThese cenferences are given each month, But I am

WC000234
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sure that I ceuld arrange a schedule te audit this course which interests
me very much, parifcularly as 1t relates te Biblical studies,.

Lxar G e d

““Y orfphasiza t’éhe&:e thoughts fer yeu in erder that you might the more easily
Judge granting permissien to attend Augustana. Perhaps it might net be
pessible for me to arrange my acheduls witpmﬂ}e} cellege §Gheduls ﬂnd'iéi
might mercly be indulging a few awkward ¥déasi= Bub 1f*{he Béhedule deifla
be arranged, I would want to knew your mind on the “yitter "bdi!'i’f*u‘-’?:‘onmil:ting
the Dean of Studies at Augustana relative te fall arvahgémertdlil . tamisnk.

With kindest regards, and thanking yeu ence again_for yeur wamly:encouraging
remarks in your letter granting the IMPRIMATUR, I remain,

-
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I have at bﬂnd your latter of July 29 with checks for
the Development Fund, personal and diocesan, for which recelpts
are herewlth enclogedqiilothank you for this continued interast
in our project and pray that God's blesaings may be upon you and
your parishioners'for thei;yganarosity.

i You Eﬁgg @m4ssion to register as an auditor
for a clifie i i‘f“%ndi H’Kd éry at Augustana College in Siloux Falls
1f such ds available and convenient for you. Since the ¢ollege Ls
in the Diocese of 8ioux Fdlls, it is necessary to have the per-
mission of the Bishop of that Diocese who may have reasons of his
own why Catholicsa should not attend the college. Personally, I
have no objection; but I believe that you could easily acquire
sufficient knowledge of anclent history by private reading.
Howaver, you may take up the matter with the Chancellor of Sioux
Falls, Monsignor Delahoyde, who could perhaps acquaint you with
the mind of Bishop Hoeh in this regard. If he thinks it is
feasible and prudent, you may take up the matter officially with

Bishop Hoch.

I am happy td hear of your deep interest in Scriptura
atudles and dn giuré that 1t will help you 8 great deal in your
priestly work, X hope that you will have a very pleasant week

at St. Jﬂhn'ﬁl
With kindest regards &nd best wishes, I remain
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

enc,
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CHURCH OF SAINT JOSEPH — JASPER MINNESOTA

September 18, 1963

The Mest Reverend Rdward A. Fitagerald
Bighep of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winena, Minneseta

Your Excellency:

The Franciscan Sisters assigned to the convents in Fulda,
Iena, Wilmont, St. Kilian, have requested that I contipue with their spiritual
conferences each month, I will alse continue with. this assignment for the

Sisters assigned at Luverne as you requested.

, I wish to inform you ef this each year when the Sisters
return with their request for these conferences, There is much invelved in
this cenference situation that resembles, I suppose, something akin te the
Sister formation program, and I consider it necessary that you might be
awgre of which ene of your priests 1s entering into this area of his priestly
apestelate. 1 presume your encouragement of this kind of work, and, needless
to say, am grateful fer your confidence in my efforts,

Please accept my assurance of prayers and mementoes in my
daily Masses for your safe journey te and from the Second Session of the Coucnil;
alsgo that benign health may be your daily portion while there,

With my kindest persenal regards, I continue to remain,

Respggtfully in Christ,

] P
; Do iy U Caad

Father William Yoran Curtis

WC000237
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September 20, 1963

Reverend William D, Curtis .
St, Joseph's Church
Jasper, Minnesota

Dear Father Curtis,

: 3 thnnk you for .your ‘letter of September 18 and
wish to approve very highly of your generous cooperation :
in the development of the spiritual life of the Sisters to
whom. you give a epiritual conference .each. month. I am
gure that their prayers are. ﬂrh you 4in this work of PE
formation. ) _ , T

Sincerely yours in Christ,

9 . v

Bighop of Winona.

WC000238
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CHURCH OF SAINT JOSEPH JASPER MINNESOTA

September 23, 1963

The Mest Reverend Edward A, Fitzgerald
Bishep of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

I have been approached by one of the Franciscan Sisters in this area about
the pessibility ef erganizing a weekly study greup en the Sacred Scriptures
fer nuns in this area, The idea would be to contact the different cenvents
concerning the possibility of meeting at a central lecation each wsek for
about two hours in order to’study the Scriptures. The cowrse would begin
with Genesis and carry on through. I have done this in my own parish study
group: the last two years we went through the 0ld Testament and this year
we are beginning the New Testament, The series of meetings are very profit-

able,

I would be most interested in conducting such a study club for the Sisters,
beth Franciscan and Notre Dame communities, who might be able to arrange their
schedules for such a purpose. The nuns are going to investigate such a possi-

bility ameng themselves,

Since this is a matter delving into the situation of teaching the Scriptures,

I would like to have your approval befere launching my enthusiasm any deeper,
Much geed can be accomplished for the nuns in their persenal spirituality and
certainly much can be clarified fer the purposss of their catechetical instruce
tion, I am sure that I could arrange my time for this purpose -~ &nd really
would be quite happy to be conducting such a study outline,

I hate to bether you just befere departure for Fome, but in this matter I
would prefer to seek your approval ef such a study group precisely becsuse
ef the nuns involved, the Scriptures, and the definite circumstance of teaching.

Again -- renewed assurances of prayers for your evary blessing during the
coming Sessien of the Council.

Respectfully in Christ,

=y - /,) / ,—,'/’
Toon Lie s Lot

Father William Doran Curtis
WC000239
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September 24, 1963

Reverend William D. Curtis
St. Joseph's Church
Jasper, Minnesota

Dear Father Curtis,
In re: Sister Formation

I have your letter of September 23 in which you
offer your services to organize and conduct a weekly study
group for the nuns in the western part of the Diocese.

I gladly give you my permission and am sure that

- - such a épurse would be most'helpful spiritually and intel-
3 lectually to’ the Sisters who might be able to arrange for a

weekly meeting convenient for them and for yourself. I an

. sure also that you will find much inspiration in- this ex-

position of the Scriptures which is lmportant/ eldevelop-

-ment of the Church.

_ Thanking you for your prayers and good wishes,
I remain " 7 . L '

L4

Sincerély'yougg in Christ,

~ Bishop of Winéna

WC000240
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CHURCH O©OF SAINT JOSEPH aade JASPER MINNESOTA

December 9, 1963

The Mest Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald
Bishep ef Winena

275 Harriet Street

Winena, Minneseta

Yeur Excellency:

I am sure that the mest apprepriate greeting te initiate
this letter is: Welceme heme. After the business days ef the Ceuncil, it
is mest prebably extremely relaxing te be in the eld, famlliar gurreundings

ence again,

As you undeubtedly knew, the Scripture sessiens fer the nuns
in this area is eff te an enceuraging start. Mether Cgllista was present fer
the first session, and was quite pleased with the prespect eof such a study
greup ameng the nuns, The Franciscan, Netre Dame, and Benedictine nuns assigned
in this area ef the Diecese ceme tegether ence a menth fer a sessien ef twe
heurs. The nuns number 80 at the last tetel ceunt. I have been enceuraged

and pleased with their respense.

I am enclesing the material which was cevered in the first
lecture series in Nevember, and the material which will be censidered in the
secend lecture series this ceming Saturday, December 1. Each menth I will
ferward the eutline of the lecture te ke given; in this way yeu will have
good acquaintance with the material being presented. I alse ferward these
netes te the Mether Superiers ef the erders represented; this has been request-
ed, And I alse give a cepy ef the netes te the pasters of the parishes wherein
the nuns are assigned. In this way, the pregram is well ceerdinated and every-
one in pesitions ef autherity and jurisdictien is acquainted with the subject
matter under censideratien, I feel such to be a safe, fair, and infermative

approach.

I want te thank yeu ence again for allewing me te have this
wonderful eppertunity ef assisting many of the nuns ef the Diecese te arrive
at @ mere clarified and inspiring knowledge of the Scriptures, I am sure

that this lmowledge will enceurage & more prefeund appreach te the teaching
of religien te our youth. I am sincerely most grateful fer this chance,

With kindest persenal regards, I remain,
Respectfully in Christ,

y b 4 ——

/" -"7'1.1_4_/“(_/“‘/ Gl alin-

Father William Yeran Curtis
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December 11, 1963

Reveérend William D. Curtis’
St. Joseph's Church
Jasper, Minnegota

" Desr Father Cirtis,

" I thank you for your letter of December 9 with
your welcome home. I assure you that it was wonderful
.. to arrive back.in Minnesota and to enjoy the atmosphere

mhof congeuinlity among- . friends.
i " Lan happy to hear- of the success of your project
iR helping the Sisters acquirs a wider knowledge of the
" Seriptures and Church History, I’ shall read your manuscript
when I find some time, but just at present 1 am rather
‘..;swamped with work. .
e - pray that God may reward you" fbr your generosity
%*of glving your timé and talent to help the Sisters in their
;“wurk of teaching Raligionb to our yOuth. _

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

WC000242
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January 14, 1964

Dear

I thank you for your letter of January 12 and
your expressions of appreciation of the work Father Curtis
is accomplishing in ) I sincerely hope that you
will continue to pray for him and that your children will
be efliified by your devotion and respect for the priesthood
as well as the Sisters. I pray that at least one of your
boys may have a vocation to the priesthood.

with kindest regards, I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

WCO000368
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TO CHANAANITE CUSTOMS at criticel moments in Israells history
: to save all ob psrt of nation. Samuel
is holiest of Judges: it 13 he who °
atioints Saul, thus “inaugurating Isreelle
Kinga)

SCRIPTURE INSTITUTE ' T.Hmn SERIES OF IECTURES
EVENTS OF SALVATION HISTORY ) S:‘RIF""JRE WKITTKN
PRE-HISTORY: CREATION: Adam~Eve
NOE
B.Cs o -
1900, .. .. P ... . THE CALL OF AERAHAY .
i A
! T ISAAC . TuE BOOK OF. GENESTS -
1800 R " (Origin of ‘the;Peopls)
1700 I . JACOB (ISRAEL). : A S i)
)i A
I, R TWELVE TRIEES
180 JHoE . JOSEPH: IN EGYPY e
i 8 enesnscqa’ssnsaa esseonvemuas I T
100 BONDAQE
1300 ER AR e
1200 MOSES
. I SINAT GOVENANT -2 ;
N ~ THE BOOK:OF EXODU :
F - EXODUS (Remses II - (e Birth of "r.he-N‘ation)
I 1290 < 122l B,G,) - e
D ..II'...I'I.'.I‘.I'.'l.l‘l......‘...'.. '.'ll.'.lbﬁl..'.lll..
E
L LAWS AD RITES THAT HAV'E ‘I’HE B}OK oF" IEVITIWS
I TO DO WITH THE ORGANIZA~ (Holy nature of the. Nation)
T TION AND FUSCTION OF Israel must worshlp God as He demends: -
b o) DIVINE WORSHIP Camnot worship es they might persdnally
¢hoosse, ‘but ascording to- the ritual of
eacrifice. and feaata that God prescribed
through Hoaes
D P iy 0] GENSJSES TAKEN OF 'I'HE K)OK' OF NUHBEP.S:‘
E VU HEEREW . PEOPIE¢ First at {Organizetlon of the.Nation)
| s & beginning of Desert jour- This 4a & tranéitionsl work -= a comnect
L ¢ neyj segond; at end. ing’ link. in"the eplc- story relating
. R P Israells redemption from bondags and
TI , hbr formation es'a nation,
c (XX} I:Ill‘i.b".l.i.'.ll'Illl'l..tl'll lll'..‘..ll.lllllllllt.
" i
7 .THE NATION GONCEIVED AND THE BOOK OF DEUTERONOMY
I BORN. THROUGH  THE - BOUND»# (The epirit of the Nation)
0 IESS LOVE OF GOD I8 WPherefore you' shall love Yahwey, your
N MEANT TO GROW AND DEVEL~ Gody with all your heart and with all
OP ONLY THROUGH A RETURN your soul and with all your st.rength.
OF THAT LOVE BY OBED- Take to. hebrt these words which I en-
IENCE AND LOYALTY TO THE: ' : Joln on.youw today. "Dri:l them into
LAW OF MOSES GIVEN AT your chlldrén.". Deut: &35
! SINAT e G wiiTs
! ‘..ll.l.t..IQI.(.l.‘I.l.'l..-I’t.:‘;‘l(...'.“O'D_Il ill..‘.-.-l."l.‘l.."
i E P DEATH OF MOSES WITHIN LTI .
! N U SI(IHTOFPRDI‘DZSED IAND -lll--.v.l'-'oo--l----lni-o-o'-----ooo-.ou-“—’--n
D R -
1100 I ENT“;ANC.E mro IAND oF
b F CHAWAH -~ PROMISEDLAND THE BOCK OF JOSUE .
E I R T A
FR _ ' g :
E A . JISRAEL'S PERIOD OF TRANS- THE BOOK OF JUDGES
R..T FORMATION AND ADAPTATION (12 militery men, leaders, eent by God
T I
0 B
N
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LIFE OF A PIOUS ISRAELITE

FAMILY IN THE MIDST OF
THE RUDE, BARBARIC AGE
OF THE JUDGES -~ QENEA-
10GY OF DAVID, LINK BE-
TWEEN PERIOD OF JUDGES
AND PERIOD OF KINGS

=2

THE BOOK OF RUTH
Hoabltegs Grandmother of David

A R N R R R Y PN RPN PP TR R TR RN RN Y ISR RSP (g

THE ‘OUTWARD FORM OF THE
KINGDOM CHANGES WITH YFE
COMING OF ISRAEL!'S KI1iGS
~— BUT THE ESSENCE RE-
MAINS

LIFE AND TRIALS OF THE
GREATEST OF. JUDGES ~-
SAMUEL

SAUL DISPIEASING TO GOD
BECAUSE HE FAILS TO SUB«
JECT HIS AMBITIONS TO

00D!'S DEMANDS {sparés the

. King of Amalee, also the
cattls)

" pavID cx-xoém T0 REPLACE

SAUL - ANOINTED BI

SAM'UEL

DAVID GAPI‘URES JERUSALEM
REGOVERS ARC OF THE-
COVENANT - ee0 1005

DAVID'S ADULTERI.
MURDER
HIII.ED TEMPIE

PROPHET NATHAN. FORETELLS
FERFETUITY OF THE

" DAVIDIC DYNASTY

2 Kings: 7

SOLOMON SUCCEEDS DAVIDIC
THRONE

mmuoms DEATH

SCHISM' :

NQRTHERN KINGDOM: ISRAEL
. Semaria’ is cap:.tal under
: Jeroboam .7, | .

SOUTHERN KINGDOM: JUDAH
Jerusalem is capital
under Roboam

"SUCCESSION OF [OOD AND |

BAD KINGS

TDOLATRY AND INFIDELITY

" PROPHETS PREDICT THE

EVENTUAL CAPTIVITY OF
JUDAH AND DESTRUCTICN OF
JERUSALEM - .

DESTRUCTION OF ISRAEL,
NORTHERN KINGDOM, BY
ASSYRTANS IN 722 B.G.

~= TOID HE CANIlOT

THE FOUR BOOKS' OF KINGS

THE TWO BOOKS.OF- PARALIPOMENON

(CHRONICIES)

BOCK OF PROVERBS (Usuelly agreed thet
most of these: texte were written at the
time .of Solomon == finally edited about
Lth century B.C. ) -

BOCK OF. TOBIAS (Story is acted out in
the late 8th century ~- the ideal life
of a just and holy Israelite) .

" ISATAH (Regn of Jeroboams 753_:,-71;3)

Foretella Assyrian destruction of North-
ern Kingdom ~- wams Southern Kingdom of
Assyrdan Domination -- "remnant will be

lefi",

AMOS (Relgn of Jeroboam: 783-743)
Prophet of destruction of the Northern
Egngdom

WC000244
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BABYLONIAN CAPTIVITY®
UNDER - NEBUCHADNEZZAR.
lst' Deportations 597
2nd Deportationt-5B7

IESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM

UNDER NEBUCHADNE2ZAR

CYRUS OF PERSIA CRDERS
LIEERATION OF JEWS AND
THEIR RETURN 70 PALES-

".TINE'IN 538 BiC.-

DEDICATION OF TEMPIE
IN 515 B.Ce

OSEE (Reign of Jeroboam: 783~7L3)
Prophet. of the deatruction of the
Northern Kingdom- -

MICHEA' (Prophesied during the reigns of
Kings Joathem,  Achag, Ewechlas Th0~667)
Pyophet of the Babylonian Captivity of
Judah’ -~ Southern Kingdom

dddivisoiionseessessroncaceen

RS X
JEREMIAH (650 B,C, Prophesies wnder the
relgna of Kings Josia, Joachez, Joakim,
Joakin; Sedeclat Prophet of the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem and the Babylonian:
Ceptivity ~- foretells the end of the
Captivity and the rebuilding of Yerusa -
lem,

SOPHONIA (Eing Josiess: 640~609)
Prophet of tha destruction of Jerusalem
= "dgy of the Lord" == also spesks of
ithe remnant',

NAHUM (This prophecy ce 6266612 B,C.)
Foretells the fall of the Assyrisn
Cepital, Ninive, the oity so hated be=-
oause from it came so mueh of JerusalemIs
dagradation. '

BOOK OF LAMENTATIONS (oe 587 = 538 B.C.)

HABACUC (Written oy 605-597 B,C,)
Speaks of Judsh being punished through
Babylon -~ Bega Ood to explein why a
sinful nation must be punished by a more
ginful nstion. It doesn't seem to make
senga, Ood replies in visionr "The
rach men has no integrity, but the just
men, becanse of his faith, shall live',
From this, Habacuo predicts the eventual
fall of Babylon,

EZECHIEL (c. 592: last dated sermont 570)
Predicts destruction of Jerusalem =~ pre-
dicts falle of nations who were enecmies
of the Holy City -- predicts the rlse
and restoration, nationsl and religious,
of Israel.

Because of his preaching during the
Exile, and keeping alive the spirit of
the people and outlining the ideal theo-
cratio stete, Ezechiel is called,
Father of Judsism", Deseription of the
Battle of Gog and his army ssrned for
him the title,"Father of Apocalyptic",

THE POSTEXILI{ PROPHETS
(The Minor Prophets)

AGGAT (520 -~ ingpired to speaks
"Rebuild the Temple!
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RENEWED FERIOD OF. .
JUDATSM FOLLOWING THE
“-DIVISICN OF KINGDOM,
WARD, DESTRUCTION OF THE
- NORTHERN KINODOM FOREVER,
- DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM
AND THE CAPTIVITY, BUT
WITH FPROMISE JERUSPIFM
WOULD REBUIID ITSELF,
AND DAVIDIC LINE WOULD
IEAD 10 THE MBSSIAH

3

FBRSTAN, DOMINATION : .

" ofRus

Vet o Batr e DARIUS_ ¥

L N

S AR 1

ZACHARIA ( 520 —= with Aggai, worked to
rebulld the Temple: but God will not be
gatinfied with Temple of wood and stone
== (od will transform Juda into "the
Holy Lsnd" (1st use of this term in the
Serdptures) and Jepusalem will be
ohoser as His Messianic Capital

MATACHIA (515=L45) Real neme unimown ==
notably predicte a liturpical sacrifice
to be offeréd by all naticnn, yebt in
agcord with the Meosale Covenant, for 1t
will be offered to God Who revealed
Himself to Moses: "From the rising of
the sun, evan to ite sstting", Vaguely
heralded the Mass, the only liturgical
sacrifice of the Messianio Age.

Speake against the hypocrisy and corrup-
tion of the Ievitical prlesthood and
looks to the 1dea priest. Denounces
ain of people. Scalds religious leaders
because they fail thelr mole in the
tiny, renewed nationa

ABDIA (c.550) Prophesies the deatruction
of Edom, Edomites deseendants of Esauj
hatred developed between Israelites
(Jacob) and Edomites (Esau) through the
centuries. Even after Captivity, Israel-
1tes happy with destruction of Edamites
bocaus e they r emember the help of Edom
toward Babylonla In the destruction of
Jerysalem, - Nabateans begin ce 550 their
destruction; of Edom =~ final victory

1.ri I12 B.C. Their ptmiahment is final,

JOEI. (c.hOO) Calls pﬁests and people
t6 prayer and penance to avoid a locust
plague, a "day of the Iord", Part II:
Spesks of the conquest of God over the
enemios of His Kingdom, the future
Msssianic "day of the Lord",l.e., when
all prophecies of old concerning the
outpouring of the spirit of God will
be fulfilled

w3 o e e v e

BOOK OF ESTHER: Qod's Providence will
save His people from destruction,

BOOK OF JONA(S)s After the Return and
Reoonstruction of Jerusalem and the
Temple, the Jews began to consider them-
aslves superior to all others and became
complacent in their kmowledge that God
loved them, This became e proud end
overbearing natlonel psychology, JONAS
was wrltten as a story to point out to
the post-ex1llo Jews that God was not
their excluxive property, thet racisl
and liturgical privileges were not the
greatest of glories, that God loved
.everyone —— even the desplcable Assyrians,
JONAS is haggedic midrash.

BOCK OF JO3s Authors prefer to date this
from latter part of Sth century B.C. 4
story -- problem type of Wisdom Litera-
Tire: The Mystery of the wnmerited suffer
ing of the Just man, How can a Just God
permit an innocent man to suffer

WC000246



wC .

|
I

BOOK OF ECCLESIASTES (QOHELETH)
Written at the end of.the period of -
Persian. Domination-and &8 the area has_

passed’ to: Alexander the Gréati Main
Themes Venity of vanity’ and all is ‘venity,

- "Fear God and keap His ccmandments, i'or
-this is mants: nll" -

NEHEMIAS and HSDRASt ( 538~h33) ‘
Return to Jerusalem and the Rsoonstruction
of the Temple. Reforms. il

- CANTICLE: OF . CANTICLES (hoo-aso) he -

broad literary bagkground of the Canticle
1s to ba found ii ‘those’ texts ‘comparing
the Covenant relations of.Ood and His
people. to the’ relations between-a husband

- andiwifes. Genoral:-historleal:baokground
: 02 Canticles Israel ‘afber the Exiles -

The faith; hope, and’ lovb.of Isriel in

.thig period are mirréred in the Canticle,
: Isrgel 16 the bride. == the Canticle ra-

echoes: the: words ‘of God through Jeremiah

5 WWith age-old love- T have loved-you, ‘8o
* I-have kept my mercy toward youll---i It

1s on-this enduring love of God that

+Israel; the:bride;. depends for the ful-

- £11lment: of a1l her- expectations,

@RBEEK DOMINATION BEGINS

'-"_UNDmﬂLm]]ERTHE L S
. GRE.AT ",-'": R

' EVENTU)I. PERSECUTIN OF » -
JUDATSH:. COAL COMPLETE- ‘- .

ELIMINATION OF ANY .OB-
STACLE 10 HELLENIZATION
orF EHPIRE

'smIAN Don:m;;nom
.. ANTTOCHUS IV CONTINUES

POLICY OF TOTAL HELLEN=

- IZATION OF EMPIRE

DANIEL (0. 165) Author wrote this book

. ll.dlo--nl-l-"-n"lltl.ll'.l'lllll'.l.l.lll'll'qlol‘l‘t‘lltl'.li.lbll

diring. peragcution of Antiochue IV to’
encourage the faithful to reslst all
attempts to destmy Jud.aiﬂm .

aJ'UDITH (di.aputed: 175-16h -fre- 1%5)
-written to encowsge the fajthful to

' . resist destruction of Judaism. God 4s -

BEEELLION AND mﬂsn '

_'INDEPENDENCE IN 343 B.Cs.

FINAL DAYS BEFORE THE

ROMAN DOMINATION AND THE

CQMING OF THE MESSIAH e
JESUS -CHRIST L

always faithmlz Theme.

BOOK: OF BARUOH' Most authors uonsider ‘this ”

book to have been written around this

-time «~confesdion of Israel's guilt, and

Justioe of” chaat:l.sement. Prayer for

: dal:l.verance 8

" BOOK 'OF STRACH" (ECCLESTASTICUS) Written

about 180. B,C: Glories in the wisdom of
Ierael and her heroes of the past who
were led by wisdom to do great thmgs for
her- people. E

‘FIHST MD SEQOND.BOOK OF MACHABEIES:
Redd stance to Hellenism and to Antiochus!
persecution of the soul of Judaism.

THE BOOK OF WISDOM: Encourﬂgee the Just
in bime of persecution - doatrine of
“uture 1'Li‘e very dei‘ini'be. e

JESUS CHRISTeessssssnsvansnnsensonssnssersnBEW TESTAMENT

b a8
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THE BOOK OF PSALMS:

The treatmént of the Book of Psalms has been set asids in special category precisely
because the Fsalms were not composed et any one time in Israelite History, The

Book of Pselms represents the collective writings of meny psalmists from the time
of Moses in the 13th century B.C. to perhaps the time of Sirach in the 3rd century
BsC. Various authors are indicated for the Psalms: David: Sona of Korsh: Sons of

Aseph,

Book of Pealms as-it exists today consists of 150 units divided in imitaticn of
the Penteteuch: Book I: Pss, 1 - 4O; Book II: Pss L1 - 71; Book ITIt: Pss. 72 = B8;

Book IV# Pes..089 = 105; Book Vi-Pes, 106 = 150.

 NUMEGRING OF THE PSAIMS:

For thope who read transalations of the psalms based on the SEPTUAGINT version
(Vulgate and most Catholio translations), rather than on the HEBREW (most non-
Oatholic translations), a disorepaney in the enumeration of the psalms is readily
evident, Translations following the Hebrew enumeration are frequently one number
shiesd of those followlng the Septusgint. For example, Pealm 22 in the Septusgint
and Catholle tranglations is numbered in the Mebrew and non-Cotholic translations
a8 Psalm 23, This discrepancy .is' due to the division into two by the Septuagint
of certain psalms which in the.Hebrew remafn ‘as one psalm, and the the division
into two:in the Hebrew of psalms which remain one in the Septuagint.

"KNOWLEDGE OF THE BIBLE: This is the- ‘beat preparation for underatanding the psalms.
A familiarity with the Bible es a whols will soon show the reader of the psalms

that they are a digest of all that.is beset inm the Bible, -

HOW TO STUDY THE PSAIMS: Since the pslama are POEMS uttered from the heart by
religious poets inspired by thh Holy Spirit, the reader must from the beginning
apply to the psalms what he knows of postry as a literary form, This entalls pri-
merily tha realizatiom that the message of the peem 1s more than the words alome
and more even. than the sum of the ldeas, Poetry expréssea many mysteries of the
human experience, the humsn heart,; it touches upon intangibles and often reaches
for the incomprehensible, < S : K :

CONCERNING THE LANGUAGE in which the psalms are to be studied, it must be emphasized
strongly that the pealms are to be studled in the languege in whieh they will be
used in prayer,  Since this is quite impossible-for most, since Latin is involved,
care should be taken to résd the pselms in the best English transiation possible,

PSAIMS RELATES TO FENTATEUCHAL HISTORY: Primary types in this category

HYMNS2 A hymn is a wholly theocentric psalm in which God is exuberantly preiaed e

elther in Himself, for His atiributes, or for His dealings with Hie chosen
T Peoples The sentiments expresséd in the hymn are the fundamental feelings

of -joy, veneration; prlase, - ‘adoration, and religlous awe experienced by
man 3n the presence of his Creator. The Psalmist dwells on praising God'e
omnipotence as manifested in creation, majesty as manifested in the hsavens,
the storm, the earthquake, and the phencmena of nature, His providence as
manifested in. the history of Israel. Examples Psalm 148, 92, 103.

THANKSGIVING PSALMS: Thankegiving psalms have a fairly regular format and several
identifying cheracteristics. The format oconsists in. an introducttry invite-
tion to join ih thanksgiving to God. This is followed by & description of
the favor for which the psalmist is thanking God: deliveranece usually from
somé kind of peril (Pgs, 11 - 115), or sicimess (Pe. 29), or attacks of
enemies, personal or natlonsl (Psa., 117, 123, 128, 137), or captivity

(PB. 106) .

DIDAGTIC HISNRICAL.PSAIMS: Didactic psalms treat of the Law or some aspeot of the

relations between man and his God as revealed in the .
PSS: L49,104,105,110, 77, ant the Canticle of Moses {Deut: 32) treat of the

Law Indirettly, but they were unquestionably composed to teachs
PSAIMS RELATED T0 THE DEUTERONOMISTSS HISTORY: Primsry types in this category.
SUPPLICATION PSAIMS: Person's mind is very much on himself, his needs, his troubles,

his enemies. The movement, therefore, in the supplicetions 1s from the
petitioner to God snd back to himself. Exemples: Psalms: 82, 79,
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SUPPLICATION PSALMS may.ba divided into the COLLECTIVE ot INDIVIDUAL supplication
paalma.
.GOI.IECTIVE: prayer 18- made. in the namé-of :a group -- nation; distresa 1s one
thet afflicts many, i.,e. whr, famine, defeat, exile; the anticipation some-
times pictures & world-wide resetion of awe: and pralee to Ood!s intervention
in favof of His pecplé.,” Examples: Pealme: 11, 82, 79, 59, 107, 7, 89, 101,

INDIVIDUALs AB:titla indlctates, stresses-: the plight of the individuel., It -
18 to be noted that sufh psalms often give a- description of the psalmist'
distress which is-eccompanied by a confession of sin or an avowal of.immocance
~- aither becaues:ha donsiders his distress a punishment Yor.sih, or because .
he wants to prove his love for God and the injustice of hig enemies,.
Exarnples- Psalms 5,6,7, 12, 16, 21, 2ls 25,27, 30,3h, 3% 38 Sh, 55. .

' GONFIDENGE PSALMS: :Are characterizad by..a prayer of petition, a description of dla-

fress (a secondary consideration in such pealms), and a confident anticipation of
God's favorable response. It 4s of the nature oi’ the confidence psalms that the
anticipation and not' the petition predeminates -end that: the atteniicn of the pealm-
1pt 13 shifted away from himsglf to rest securely on God. Examples Psalms: 61,22, -

L5, :130,

PROCESSIONAL PSAJ.HB! These ‘ere psalms which were usad either: in -an-t.ual liturgi.cal
processlons ox at least, as part, of an "entrance liturgy", Cheracteristic of these
psalms is elther an explicit call to teke part .in divine worship (e.ge psalms 80,
Sk, 99) or an examination of consdtence implicity inviting the faithful to prepare
themselves for partio:.pation in the. 1iturgy (esge podlma 1h,-23)

MESSIANIC PSALMSE : Heaaianiu ‘paalma. are grouped on’ the baeis!of subject matter’ .
rather than on the basis of literary- form, The common denominator of the Fesslmic
psnims 1s bheir rélsbion to lerael's expectmtion of a personal Messish, - The degree
of relationship with ragerd to. individual pselms is a matter of debate among echol-
ars, - The existence of. truly Messianic psalms, however, -is'not‘a question: ofien to

debate. In ths New Testement our lor explizitly declares. that the pealms speak of
Him (Imke:2L:27, Lk) and in mome fow cases (Pealms 117:22; 109:1) Ho referes to

psalms whioh have found their nocomplishment in Himself (Matthew 21:42; 22:lih) In
their apologetic -sermons and letters the apostles appsal.to.forty different psalms
and cite seventy verses from these paalm as pﬂanf& cf Ghria‘f.'e BIai.m to tha title

of Hessian, . ™
BIBLICAL comassmu — Ma;r 1, 191¢:. EAE

W‘he\‘:-her, Judging hy t.he repeated tastimoniee of the boaks. of the Yew
* Testament,- the unenimous -consent of the Fathers, in:agresment, took with.
Jowish writors, we must hold that some psalms are to be recognized as pro-
phetic and messianic, i.es, as forateilihg the coming of a fubure Redeemer,:
His kingdom, His priesthood, Hiu Passion, death, and resurrection,  And
whether we must in consequence, reject the opinlon of those who, perverting

. the prophetic and messlanic’ character ‘of the peelms; limit tliese oracles,

‘- concerning Christ; to mere predictions of the. .mture 16t of the Chosen Peopla.

"ANSWER t In the afﬁ.mative to both questions-

Please note that the Conmiseion states only some psalms must be recognized as Mess‘l-
anic, It does not sey how meny, .nor in what Bon! ‘Bones, nor does it go into the quastion
of the -re-reading in.a direct Messianic sense of psalms which in thelr original.
meaning nmay have been. on:ly t.ypically Meesienic or not Messlanie at ally | *

M the present time, authors are. generally agread on tha Messianic ch«.racter of the
following pselmss 2 15,21 Lk, 71,88,109, 131.

Thers 1s less general agreement about the Massilenic character of psalmss 8, 19, 20,
L, 68, 117, The same mejy be said for pssims L5, 47, 75; 86 which -deal with the
Hessianin kmgdom direct,ly and wish the Hessianio King only by mplication.

EMPHASIS:  In deeling with the Mossianic paalna the reader mu.ﬁt remember thet they
Teflect lerael’s Messienic hopes. As these hopées progressed from the general to

‘the particular, so Israel's psalmistm refiscted this progression in their psalms,

Three stapes can be ascertsined in the progressive development of Israells hopes:
the origin. of Israel's hope in the promises made to the patriarchs and confirmed

by the Excdus and the Sinai Cowenant; (B) the concentration of this hope in the
Davidic dynasty initisted by the oracle to David in 2 Samuel: 7; (3) the further
1imiting of this hope to an individual i‘uture, Davidic King, who is properly entitler

the "Messish".
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.studied as a group becesuge of the recurrence in them of certain idess dealing with

To understend .ths. Msssienic psalms the reader must keep in mind two facts:

1) The majority of the Messianic pealms (specifically psalms 2, Lk, 71, 8B, 109,

- 131) were written in.the psriod of Israel's astic hope (from the tims of
David to the fall of Judah in 567) and reflect Israel's hope in the dynasty
as a Wholg 'w=

2'.)-' These bame psalms were seen to.have a deeper and-.fuller meaning in the period
- of perdonal Messlanism (from 587 to the coming of Christ), and were as a conse=

- ‘quemce re-read end re-interpreted in .the light of Israells expactation of . ~a

peraonal, Davidie Messish.

The personal Messlanic interpretation of these psalmg in the New Testament must be
understood not only in the light of the orlginal Davidic kings about whom they
ware written and who were types of the future Messish, but in the light of Israel's
re-reading and re-interpretation of these psalms as personally Messianio in the
period of personal Messianic hopes :

To understand the Messianic psalms in their historical and doctrinal context, the
reader is urged to study first psalms B8 and 131 which testify to Israells belief
in the perpetulty of the Devidic dynasty, With these psalms and the synastic
promise of 2 Samuely 7 as a background, the reader of the psalms will be able to
understend better the original dynastic Messianic background of Psalms 109, 2, and
71, as well as their later re~reading and use in a direct, personal sense during
the period of personal Msssisnism. i TR E

PSAIMS HELATED 0 ‘THE. GHRONICLER!S HISICRY: Primary types in this category:

INDIVIDUAL SUPPLICATIONS OF THE SICK: These pealms.do not comstitute a really new
category, but rather a group of pssims under this genersl cetegory, cne of which
18 emphesis 1s placed on & specific kind of troublat: sickness, They are best

suffering and retribution which are surprising to our developad Christian way of
thinking about these things: One may observe! (1) references to sin, aither adver-
tent or inadvertent, as the implied cause of suffering; (2) expressions implying

1 ‘that 1f the psalmist dies he will no longer be able to worship and praise God;
" (3) references to enemies who persecute. him, whotempt him to blaspheme God and to

join them in apestasy, end requests for a cure precisely in ‘order to rout these
enemies, Examples: Psalms: 6, 87, 29,.

JERUSATEM=TEMPLE PSAIMS: The Jerusalem-Temple psalms constitute s special category
by reason of thelr content, They are for the most part hymns, praising Jerusalem,
the city of Cod, or the Temple in which God has taken up His dwelling, In every
case the pralse redounds to Him who chose. Jarusalem and the Temple, and implicit
throughout 1s the- gratitude of the psalmista for the grest goodness and condeseen-
slon of. Him-Who has .deigned to -dwell in the midst of His chosen onese

Exampless Pealms:: k7, L5, 75, 83, 121, 136, 86, ~~ . . ' RIPT

THE ‘GRADUAL. PSIPMSs These are so~callad either because they were sung by the faith-
ful "going up" in pilgrimage to the Temple for the three great feasts of the litur-
gival year (Exodus: 237r17; Deut: 16312) or because ‘they were sung by Israelites
"coming up" or retwming from the exile,

For the most part the Gradual Psalms are a collectlon of short lyrlc poems express—
ing the 'spirit of the children of God in every ags, a spirit of dependence, trust,
and joy in the Lord. . It might be called to mind that appreciation of these psalms
calls for maditation more than study. The Gradual Psalms ars used in the Breviary
at Vespers from Monday through Thursday, with psalm 133 serving to end Sunday
Compline. - e

THE KINGSHIP OF YAHWEH PSAIMS: The Israclite conception of Uod as the King of
Israel 1s found very early in sacred history, It would appear to be & natural con~
sequence of the Mount Sinal Covenant. The Ark of the Covenent, ‘the visibls sacred
sign of CGogts presence among His people, was unquestionably looked upon as the
footstool of the throne of God the King and as such helped to keep alivs and vivid

the 1ldes of Mls kingship,

The Kingship of Yahweh Psaims ere in a cetegory by themselves because of their sense
of Joyful anticipation of Uogts coming as king to rule all natlons and to restore
the primeval relation of subjection to His rule-of all creation, During the Exile,
and in the years that followed, through the preasching of Ezechiel, Deutero-Isalas,
2acharies, Malachias, (and the Book of Daniel), the concept of God enlarged from
that of the God of Isreal to that of the God of the world, the king of nations,

ruler of alle o3

WC000250



wC'.

KINGSHIP OF YAHWEH PSALMS: Exemples:

1) God is entitlsd King, or His reign 1s -accla

951 104 13; 9611y 972, 6;95 9811y 192, - .
w2 AN : | m e ey e e Ry S o]
- Psalns: 6y 8-105 9211y

2) God i1l establish His'xule over thia nhﬁéﬁag
95¢10,13)-96e1) 9712,95 9812,9; 98122, _
- 3) God's, pule: s based on His right as crestor: Psalmes 92123 9_535_'; ho221-22;

h?:SLhS: 9+124-18112-234

1) The pe'g'a‘r;f retfons will doms to lmowa.nd aervve GodsPsaims X '9>.5l-';l.-3!j 97:2-3;
. L - T Tt L8 T/ ST SR T A 14 :
5) Even inanimate nature will rejoice at the coming of God the King to eatablish
His rule. Psalmst 95:11-~13p 97:7-9;

PSATMS RELETED TO DIDACTIC LITERATURE: Tha. aim.of the:wisdom:psalns is not only
toteach thelr readera the art of praising God and living a 1life that will itself
pralse CGod,. but to make of -their prayers plous Works whic.h will themaelves praise
(;;J!S. As the name implies, the wisdom of didactioc’psalme aré conceried with teasch-

. i . s r: e "oty 0 -
These peelms are not alweys essily distinguishable from cther types, but the dis=:
tinction can become obvious once the didactic tons is verified, Whather the - '

wisdom peslm is infhe form of & hymn '{psalms 91 and 104}, a thankegiving psalm
(psalm 33) or a supplication (psalm 13) there 18 alwayas discernible a didactio tone.;

Examploss Psalnes 1, 13, 18, 31, 33, 365 LB, 19,-51,.73, 91, 93, 100, 10, 105,4..

THE PENTATEUCHAL HISTORY: R B

In the five books of the Pentateuch it is evident that the author is not imterested
in a general history of ancient times but in the theological history of the Israelite
nation....choosing for the record events in which the finger of Ood is manifest in
his nation's history. We find in the Pentateuch the ineradical belief of the in~
spired euthor, based on the revelation made to Moses and the patriarchs, that Cod
has destinad iuraal to be the instrument by meens of which He will bring about the
reparation of the primal revolt and the reestablishment of His reign in the world.

THE DEUTERONOMIST'S HISTORY:

Composed of Josue, Judﬁeﬂ, Samuel, and Kinga, sometimes referred to as the "Former
Prophets". ¥t 1s the ction of these booke torelate mdire than the failure of
Israel. They glve us new revelation concerning the Divine Plen for the redemption
of markind, To the promise of triumph through a chosen group, they add the promise
of triumph through a dynasty, the Davlidic dynasty, from which in the fullness of
time will eome the Messiah, In him all Israells hopes for the future will be
placeds How he will conquer 1s not ravealid, only thet he will aertainly conquer,
and that through him the promises msde to -sreel will be extended to mankinde

THE CHRONICIER'S HISTORY:

In the books that take form after the Exile (587-~539), the Scripture reader will

find both the reasons behind Isreel's hope and the testlmony to ite survival down
the dismel centurdes that follcwed the exlle, In the CHRONICLER'S HISTORY, he will
find thet even in the late fourth century, 250 years after the relgn of the last
independent king of Judsh, Israel still locked to the Davidic dynasty as the sourcs
of her hope for a glorious future. In the sermons of the prophets of Judah, preached
in the yesra between ThO end 5B7, and collscted into books during aend after the Exile
he will find reasons for thet hope. It wlll be the functlon of the CHRONTCLER'S
HISTORY to focus our attention on the two sources of lsracl's undying hope: (1) the
Temple in her midet in which Cod hee taken up Hls abode; (2) the Messiah who is to
come and fulfill gll the promises made to the petriarche end prophets of olda

It should be emphesized that the Chmenlcler does nob wrlte history as history is
written today, %hat 1s more important, he never intended to, and it is his intention
we must understand if we are to interpret his narrative correctly. Midrash plays

s part in the Chronicler's writing of history,
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THE HISTORY OF THE MACHABEES:

Biblical history between the years L33 and 175 B.C.,. tekes the Scripture reader
through a long,dark tunnel, He entera the darkness with the closing of the Book
of Nehemias and emerges agsin into historical daylight only with the opening of
the Rooks of: the Machabeea. . In the intervening yeers grest changes have taken
place omtaide the tunnel, Alexender the Great has cpme and the Peraien Empire of
the time of Nehemims han gone. It 15 @ new world. ‘?ha old world has not died,
but it bresthess & new atmosphers -~ a wind from the west of Athens. The changa for
the biblical world and the last books of the 0ld Téstament-is no small -one., 4t will
conaiderably influence the books of Machabses, Daniel, and Wisdom. HMnd even the

- -New Tsstamont, when it comes to b Written, will be. written for the most part in
the language of the cultural conquerors from Gresce, .,

‘e

All notes and observations for this Third Spries of Iectures have been teken from

THE MEN. AND THE MESSACE, OF THE OID TESTAMENT: Fatppp Peter Fo Bllis, G,SS.R,:,
1HB: BIBLE PAMPHIET, SERIES ¥¥aulist Fathers. - = % .. ° - ‘
SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES: Monsignor John J, Dougherty.

AT T o sl Reﬁﬁect.ﬁﬂly submitteds _
" Fabher Willian Doran Cu.rtis.
" The Church ‘of, Seint Joseph . ‘-
Jasper, Minnesota

January 18, 196L

i AT
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CHURCH OF SAINT JOSEPH == JASPER MINNESOTA

January 27, 196l

The Mest Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald
Bishep of "inena

275 Harriet Street

Winena, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

Enclesed, please find the material presented at the third series of
talks given to the Sisters of this area at our January meeting on the
Scriptures. e program is progressing wonderfully well, and I continue
to be extremely flattered with the attentien given to this pregram by all
the Sisters in attendance.

I would 1like to make a request of you relative to the WAY OF THE CROSS I
compesed semetime ago, and for which you se kindly granted your Imprimatur.
The Midwest~Beach Company of Sioux Falls, South Daketa, a printing and pub-
lishing cencern, has bacome quite interested in the printing ef this devotion,
and will alse attempt some prometicnal werk on the material. The WAY OF THE
CROSS should ke in print and ready fer distribution in a couple of weeks,
Needless te say, I would be most grateful if it received a warm respense at
this time ef Scriptural emphasis en se much of our devetional 1ife,

The Cempany will be sending me seme coples of THE WAY OF THE CROSS fer
premotienal purposes, toe, I have been wondering if I could request of you

the inclusion of the booklet in ene ef yeur Officilal Letters which you forward
te the Pagtors of the Diocese periedically. I could easily send you 150 coples
-- and they are not too bulky, indilvidually -- and a copy could be placed in
the envelepe aleng with your letter. Whatever the particular tepic of the
letter mlight invelve, I weuld be grateful if a passing mention ef enceuragement
could be given to the new WAY OF THE CROSS, I have noticed hew receptlve the
work of the Liturgical Commision fer the Diocese of “afrosse has been all over
the country. If I could add something to the workings of our own Liturgical

group, I would be most pleased,

I have also been wondering about seme premotional materlal for eur Diecesan
Seminary., The thought came to me recently when examining some of the vecation
literature used by the Franciscan Sisters, I am net aware of any particular
vocational brochure emphasizing eur ewn Seminary -- it may easily be that I
have not seen what might be in existence, however, But I would be meore than
willing to work with Monsignor McGimmis in drawing up a boeklet which could
be used throughout the Diocese to encourage vocations, I have on hand several
ef my COURIER arrticles dealing with the nature of a vocatien, the priestheod,

WC000253



WC

B S

1

etc., and I could do some more writing on whatever lines might e
suggested, Monsignor McGinnis could advise on pictures, ebe., which
might be desirable for such a purpese. I mention all of this merely
to volunteer my willingness to be ef:assistance in this posslbility
to advance and encourage vocational thinking throughout the Diocese.
I knew this.subjectsls quite dear te your heart,

As usual, I take up much of your time with some of my rambling cerreg-
pendence, I will be most grateful fer your continued encouragement of
my WAY OF THE CROSS if you feel yeu could accept-my.request fer help
as presented., And I will always be more than willing to be ef assibtance

in premoting,in whatever way I can, the intarant*iﬁffgpéﬁﬁéhﬁ:iﬁltﬁéf

2 RE TN ¥ +

Diecese.

With my kindest personal regards, I remain, e
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& Joaeph'sr q}u}rch

Jasper, Minnesota =
Dear Father Curtis, R e Rerrams DS oETt FResall o ow AR

1 have at hand your letter of January 27 and thank
you for the copy of your, talks to the Sisters in January. I
am pleaded” Eb“hedr 5% the fine response which 1s being given
and 1 am sure this is an inspiration and encouragement to you.

drgn] n1~hereutth sran: my lmprimatur for the publication
of THE WAY OF THE CROSS and we will be happy to distribute
coples thereof to our prieats when we are @ending out letters
from the Chancery. Our mailing list is about 200.

2 T

In regard to a brochure for our Seminary, we have
not as yet decided that such is necessary because we £ind
that our priests are the advertisement we have by the in-
spixation of thelir example of plety, patience, kindness,
charity and dedication to their work. However, I thank
you for your offer and will bring it to Monsignor McGinnis

for his consideration.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winoma
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April 21, 1964

Reverend William D, Curtis
8t. Joseph's Church
Jasper, Minnesota

Dear Father Curtis,

X have received a letter from
requeiting a conference
with me on the oceasion of my visit to ' next Saturday.
They did not state what the subject might be; but if you
consider it worthwhile for me to meat them, I shall be
pleased to do 0 and you may so arrange it for about 7130
Saturday evening.

If you judgc that 1t is not of sufficient import-
ance, you may inform them that my schedule is & very heavy
one and, therefore, I will not have time for peracnal aon-
ferences on this tyip.

Looking forxward to seeing you s.mrday aftermnoon
and enjoying your hospitality, I am

S8incerely yours in Chrut:,

Bishop of Winona
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April 22, 196}

Daar

On Seturday evening, 4pril 25ph, it will be arranged for you to maet
Bishop Fitzgerald at 73130. The best place to assure the privacy of
your intervigw will be at ' in the last clasarcon.

The Plahop has a very demanding schadule at thy time of this partienlay
visitation,

4 carbon copy of this correspondence is beiny forwarded to Bishop
Fippgerald in order thet he might arrange for this interview and schedule
his time accordingly,

I an confident the Bishop will treat the subjsct of the interview with
cherity, courtesy, and objeetivity.

With kind regards, I remain,

Sincerely in Christ,

Father William Yeran Curtis
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CHURCH OF SAINT JOSEPH il JASPER MINNESOTA

April 22, 196}

The Mest Reverend Edward A, Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minneseta

Your Excellency:

I have befere me your letter relative to the request made of you by

all henesty, I de net think that their request
is of gufficient impertance to make demands upen your schedule -~ and I
do net say thils from any fear of what they might have to say, I sinply
think that 1t would be a tetal waste of time.

I am much aware of the fact that yeu are convinced I have a rather vile
temper and I haven't made much effert to attempt dissauding yeu from this
opinien; but I have always felt. my werk throughout the past seventeen years
might be of seme recommendatien to the truth that my se-called temper might
not actually be what it had been painted to be by those who have gone to yeu
with such a report. I have always had a strong will of my own to accomplish
the things I felt necessary teo gat dene for Ged and the Church -- and perhaps
I have speken "with determination" in the pulpit and te peeple; but I don't
think my temper is the preblem it has been magnifies into being,

I mentien this again, somewhat explicity, because truly a very
treublesome woman; I could really ge further and quote Some medical epinien ef
the docters here whe have had to deal with her, and say that she is a rather
mentally disturbed weman, The year she wrete to you abeut me also saw her
writing to the State Board of Educatien te get removed from his
office as Suverintendant of our Scheels; to the Sate Agricultural Department
to have _ of this parish remeved from his pe&itien in the A,5.C.
office; te the State Board of Educatien te complain abeut the ceeking on the
schoel lunnh pregram and that her bey did net get enough to eat -- he's only a
glgnt ef 672"; to the State Beard of Educatioen to get one of the ¥Buhesl bus
drivers remeved from his jeb. So she has dene a let of writing, and will
leave no effert undene te see te it that her way gets accemplished,

I have ne hesitatien in saying that might go the the Delegade in
order te get her way. Se -- though I do think an interview weuld be a waste

of time, perhaps to settle your own mind it would be wise to see her, I

woudd like to have you know that I have always treated them courteously; I

have continued to bring her father Hely Cemmunien every month and during the
Christmas and FEaster seasons; I have visited her sen when he was injured in
basketball and in the hespltal; I am sure, however, they regard me as a "bad"
priest because I did use the werd "damm" when I told them I was sick and tired
of their blaming me and everyone in the Cemmpnity for their troubles -- and
this was after peunded the furmiture in the Rectery, and as a result
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I wrete to them advising it might be better if future dealings would be

handled via telephene, As you recall, after receiving your letler and advice,
I wrete an apelegy for that statement., The apelegy has never been acknewledged,
they have consistentlymefused to speak in public, ard has broadcast
my suppesed stealing of Mass money and gift monsy at the time of her mether's

funeral Mass,.

SRTTL TR

Sa -~.all things put together, it might be advisable fer you to see
. 1f for ne other reasen than te size them up -= particularly her;

ana L am sure there will be tears, fer these have been shed with seme eof my
neighbers.

I regret mest sincerely that your time in must be scarred with this
interview, I can arrange fer you te meet them in one of the schoel class-roems,
and this will assure privacy. I think yeur ewn sense of "adventurs" will

determing the brevity,

I am enclssing a carbon copy of my letter te arranging

for the interview,

I am lecking ferward te your visit and a very pleasant evening e¢n Saturday
in spite ef the interview. I really don t know what they might have "new!
on thelr minds, save a rehashing of the ysars,

With my kindest personal regards, 1 remain,
Respent.i’ully in Christ,

{ LL/K_L.-/ ( /

Father Williem Doran Curtis
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CHURCH OF SAINT JOSEPH . JASPER MINNESOTA

May 11, 1964

The Mest Reverend Edward A, Fitzgerald
Bishep ef Winena

275 Hafriet Street

Winena, Minneseta

Your Excellency:

Fnclesed, pleqse find eur parish checks te be credited te eur recerd
for the Franciscan Sisters' Cellection ($161,00), and the Secend Quarter

payment en eur Diocesan Tax ($100,00),.

I am alge enclesing a copy ef the netes distributed fer the sixth lecture
of the Scripture Institute fer the nuns werking in this area ef eur Diecese
and the New Ulm Diecese, These notes represent the last lecture fer the
Yyear ~- and we hope to resume these series ef talks in the new academic

year beginning in the fall,

Se many in the parish have expressed their pleasure with yeur appreclation
of the general 1ife and spirit ef the parish, I am mest grateful fer your
words ef enceuragement during the ceurse ef your sermon at Cenfirmatien time.

With kindest persenal regards, I centirue te remain,

Respectfully in Christ,

N _’-.-‘ ; o
/ Ci_,l,&a 4 (A.uu(z,f

Father William Veran “urtis
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CHURCH OF SAINT JOSEPH etf= JASPER M]I NNESOTA

June 17, 196l

The Mest Reverend Edward A, Fitzgerald
Bishep ef "inena

275 Harriet Street

Winena, Minneseta

Your Excellency:

Enclesed, please find eur parish check to be credited teward our interest
on nete 213, This interest is due by the 29th of this menth,

Within a shert time, I sheuld have anether $1,000,00 teward reductien ef
the principal, Gradually, the indebtedness is diminishing, -

The ether evening's discussien was rather lively and interesting -- it
will be a seurce ef pelitical extitement te see where (1) gees frem

here,

I weuld appreciate a memente in your prayers these days -« 1if you have seme
reem fer an extral I'm sure you have many such requests, My reasen fer being
in Winena this week was te geef admissien for a yeung ceusin-ef™mine inte Ste
Mary's, His father and I grew up as beys and were very clese, Eventuslly,
he became a Celenel in the Air Ferce and had a2 very wonderful career, He died
a ceuple eof years age of a very sudden and unexpected heart attack, His bey,
1s the imsge of his father, and I am the enly relative whe seems
te take an intersst in the young lad -~ plus the fact he will listen te whatever
directien I try te offer, He 13 a fine young man, but might have te give that
"extra" push to his studies, Se I hepe yeu might keep him in yeur prayers fer
a successful academic career at St, Mary's, e Brethers were mest gracleus
te me relative to tre bey, In addition, I want te have him semewhat near me
during these years, He will be the second bey in the family circle I've had te
"ralse" since their fathers passed away, The ether young man did well at
Leurdes, went en te the Air Ferce, came heme te cemplete cellege, returned te
Rechester with IEM, and is deing well in every way, I hepe the futmre will
be rewarding to thls ether fine young man,

With my kindest regards, I remain . . :
Respectfully in ‘hrist, ,_ ., () —
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8 E INST B v i OonADO Ur rHb LECTURES

THE PROPHETS -- continued

Distinguisizm_the true from the false prophet --

-

When the reader of Seripture finds mention of "bands of prophetsh

(1 Sam. 10:5), "propheta of the Lord" (3 Kipgs 1B:L), "prophets of
Baal" (43 Kings 18:19), "sons of theprophets" (I Kings 2:3), and
"prophets who prophecy falsehood! (Jer. 5:31), he may wondar on what
bagls and with what precise meaping 80 many and so different men can
be grouped under the title of prophets, '

The word prophet is a broad term in the 0ld Testament, one having a
proper and a derived sense,,somewhat like our term "salnt" today, which
at one moment may be used to designate g duly canonized individual and
at another anyone who appears.aaintly or is reputed to be Holy "Iike @
saint." It was not greatly different in Old Testament times. There -.
wore individeals both -inside and outeide of Isreel who were reputed to
be prophets, e.g. Balaam, the Canaanite [Num, 22:5-8%},) and Hananiah,
the Temple prophet who opposed Jeremias (Jer. 28). There were in addie
tion bands ofieligious anthusiasts, men who wers called "prophets eof
Baal" (3 Kings 18:19) when dedicated to the service of the Candanite
Baals, and others who were callad "prophets of Yahweh' (3 Kfnga 18:L)
or "aohs of the prophets” (I Kings 2:3) when dedicated to the service
of the God of Israel. :

Thero was a real need and often genuine difficulty at times in disting-
uishing between those who were truly called and those who falsely claimd
to have been called to be God's spokeamen, Ag is evident from the deg-
eription of the vocations of Moses (Exodps 3:7-22; L:1-15), Amos (7:ll-
16), Isaias (6:1-13); Jeremias (1:2-10), and Ezechiel (1:2£f), no one
coltld elaim the right to speak to the people as Godls spSkesman unless

he had been truly called by God, Unfortunately; there were individusls
in Tsrael who claimed to be prophets but had raceived notrue call from +
God, As Jeremins says, speaking for God: "I did not send these prophata,
yvet they ran; I did not speak to them, yet they prophesied" (23:21),

Then as now the true supernatural and the #£alse were not as aimply dis-
tingiished as black from white., There was 8 gray area and very often
only faith could see the real differences For the moat part the TRUE

PROPHET" was  distinguished from the FALSE by the inteprity and holiness
~f his life,! by'the agreemant of -his teaching with ﬂgma traditional :
Rasatlo doctrine, "and occaaionalgxl-but'gy ng megns always Br even as a
Tula, by.the testimony of mirscies or prophecles fu 11E within his i
ewn lifetime...(e.g. Is: 1l-0; Jer, 28:15-17 atever the diffi-
culties nf the people in recognizing the true prophet, the prophet him-
self had the certitude of his own inner experience of Ood'a cdl to
asoure him. This is particularly-evident in the vocations of Amos
(7:14-16), Isaias (6:1-13); snd Jefemias (20:7-10). hs St, Theresa of
Avila, 8t. John of the Cress, and St. Margaret Mary Alaceque “testify,
the certitude of such experiences _is ovarwhelming for the recipient,

THE PROPHET AGGAT ~- (Heggaig"‘HIS'TIMES "AND MESSAGE

]

A decree of Oyrus the Great in 538 B,C. officis 1ly ended the Babylonian
Captivity of the Israelites. One:year earlisr, Cyrus' Perelan asmies
had marched through. Babylon, swung opan to them by fifth-colum traltors,
Sinece Cyrus pursued a policy of benevolent despasism » ho wae arorious
that the anclent ehrines. of the empire bo restored and the native popu=
lations be restored th their homelands, He wanted the gods of each
place dutifully worshiped. Eara 1,2-L records the decres allowing the
Israelites to re-sstablish in Palestine a sacred state for the worship
of Yahweh, .

The prophet Aggai enlisted in the first caravan. He looked forward to
a future of unparalleled glory, the golden Messianic era predicted by
the propheta of the Exile, Ezechisl and the Second Isaia, A1l was to
be a "time of favor" and the "day of salvation.” But a dismal rzality
faced them in Palestine. -- a ghost town with streets overrun with weeds;
hemes haunted by the atrocities of. pagan soldters; the Temple area, a
pile of rubble. The people summoned courage to clear the hill where
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Sygmon had bullt the Temple and to ew atruc-
turs. Bub opposition and terror-tactice from local inhabitants and

Jealous neighbors forded them to glve up. ‘Brop failures and unemploy= -~ -

ment brought great, poverty, People began to 1lie and to steal, while
landowners enslaved their poorar brethren. Tirad, disappointed, and dis-
couraged, the pewple allowed their interests to shrivel to the inecldental
needs of dally life. They were faging a spiritual erisis. In addition,
Dariue was facing politiecal tro les at the heart of his kedngdom due to
the suieide of Cambyses I s 3on 8f the great Cyrus. Revalts spread in
the Empire, but this was to the advantage of the Iarzelites when they
Taquested the rebullding of the Temple. Darjus favored this request due
t0 the circumstances of the time » Plus hisiméwledge that the Israelites
were a difficult people because of . their religious tenacity., ;

Aggai (the nama means "Solemn Feast!") was the prophet and leadsr of the
Jewiah oeaple st this time of post-Exilic crisis., MHis language was moat
direct, “aimple, and stralght-from-the shoulder. Tha golden oratery of
an Isalah would have sounded pompous and ridleulous to these people with
ompty atomachs, dull wits; and trivial coneerns, fggai's practical task
was the rebuilding of the Templel His was the essential, pioneering task
of & missionary bishop today: to establish a home and to build a church
where people could assembls for prayer and inastruction. Among the books
of the jBi_bla, Aggal 1s the most colorless in literary atyle, Heé made a
direct app#al te work. He bluntly answered a few questions. He apoke
Tour times in’ four months, and then disappeared. His hask was finished;
the Temple’ would he built,

THE PROPHET ZACHARIA -~ HIS TIMES AND MESSAGE

Scripture links the names of Zacharia and Aggal (Ezra 5:136:1)) They
wore partners in securing the recomstruction of the Temple. Zacharia
talktes 4s his themd the rebultlding ef the Temple and the encouragement
of his fedlow-Israelites by assuring them of God's favor in the present

and by pointing out to them the glories of the Messianic age in-the fute e
ure. The historieale background in Zacharia 1s the same’ ag that in Aggai 1 ;

-~ the year 520 B.0,

Zacharia has -a mysterious style of preaching. 5t. Jerome called it '"most
obsecure," His style is.called apocalyptic, and Zacharia 1s an Important
figure in its literary. development, It seems strange that he should have
wsed this style in préaching t0 ‘an impoverished people worrying about food
and clothing, However, Zacharia, was one of those rare persons who is .
able to combine high hopea‘with practical solutlons, for he did possess

a keen sensitivity to the peopla's ordinary problemd.” Quite likely he
belonged toa priest caste, to the Tribe of Levi and the family of

Aaron (Nehmmia 12,16). His minigtry overlapped Aggai's by two, montha, .,
but. Zacharia continued preaching for another two yea}."a_ after that, .- L
(NOTE* "4 good roference to the significant vision ‘padsages in Zacharia
may be found in Father Elligt MEN AND MESSAGE OF TfE OLD TESTAMENT -«
pages 374-375-376, The apocalyptic terminology 1s well described, )

THE PHOPHET MALACHTA -~ HIS MESSAGE AND TIMES

First of all it should be noted that the name Malachia 19 given to this
brophet by borrowing a word from Chapter Three which is correctly trans-
lated "my messenger." The individual prophet to whom this name was glven
has rémainéd anonymous through the centuries: a humble, courageously oub-
spoken man, fearless in denoucing evil, consistent dn what is right and

Wrong, He has no other hane than that assigned to him by the sditors of -

this book, Malachia, His reil name could be suppressed, but not his
courage.,” This prophet spoke- openly on behalf of God and God's ‘peaple,
and from his plain speech much ean ba recenstructed concerning his timag
and hlas character, . .

There are indicatdons thet he lived during the Persian period (539-
333 B.C.), such as his use of the Persian word for governor (1:8). The
Temple has been rebuilt » 80 1t seems that the prophsat speaks after

515 B,C. Agaih, he attacks the same social evils and the syme religlous
abuses which Nshemia and Ezra would later take in hand and attack and
remedy promptly, and so 1t sesms that Malachia precedss these raformers,
We can pimce Malachia toward the olose of those silent years betwsen
515-lk§ B.C. B
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These were-wearly yovars: blighted crop failures, ‘lhcust--plagﬁés and
.- _Withered grape wines, M1l seemed 60 different from the Exilic vision of

-7, #0Tden Messianic. yoars. . ‘he "plolls " people wanted to. know WHY THEY must
“7rpab on penitential dress. Were not &ver the proud being blessed? Mala-

chia challenges the platy of the "plous", the Mgood® peoplei And yet,
should :these people be blamea » when the priests themselves merited such
stern Judgment that Ued is reported ae saying: "I will strew dung in your
AT Y. 11130 + 2 bl W
iyt d ;

" £ o : . -
‘Without religious leadership, the whole social structure ef the'tiny
vnation was cracking bally. There were frequent, easy divorces; older
‘men digcarded their ghod, Jewlsh wives to marry-pretty, foreign girls,

-:Cheating in budiness and fercible selling inte slavery broke the backs

~z.0f the poore' ALl this immorality and eruelty within a tiny territory,
20 by 25 miles! ‘Someone must speak out for God -- and Malachis ‘steppad
forward, In such times & prophet could no lenger get a hearing with the
sinple statement: "Thus says the Logd..u" He had to 1ine up reggons far
what he seld and argue the matter out; ' Ma ¥

> sald a it lachla, therefore, adopted a

.. rgatechetical method, ~ FIRST, he glves “d’Gtatemant: "I have loved you,

Bayd the Lowd"; SECOND, the peoplals quédtiohtaltHew have you loved us?v
i, FINALLY, "the prophat answers, His anawers vere as cledr, gimple and
c7forceful ag the prophet himself. They made 1ittle demand vipen the imag-

ination but did expect humble good will. Proud people would reject the

warning of Malathia; but they .could never egcape the terrifylng kmowledge

-+ that in so doing they were rojecting God., o

e -= Malachis predicts s LIYURGICAL sacrifice, as the Hobrew text ;r;.hlm_s
“t¥lear. The 'sacrifice is to be offered by ALL natlors, "from the rising
.4 of the sun, even to 1ts. setting." It will be in seccord with the Mosalc

; TiGovenant, for it willbe offered to Yahwehj God who revealed Himself to

Moseni Vaguely, from a distance, Malachia heralded the Mass; the only

LITURQICAL SACRIFICE OF THE MESSIANIC AGE. The Sacrifice of the Mass

is always actoptable to Gody bedause it 1s ever identical with the moat
. pure and plsasing sacrifice of Jesus wpon the Cross,

JONA =~ AN EVALUATION

There was once a prophet Jona, a Son of Amathi, In the days of Jero-
boam IT (783~7L3 B.Ci), he announced tha tefritorial ‘expansion of the
king's doman (L Kinga 1k, 25). Some L0O yests latpr;<he cane forth .
from tho ,bdlly of a fishy this time to propiesy the expansion: éf the
sEiritusl kihgdon of God. “An incredible stdry? Not if the reader of
18 Dook accepts this second event as a 5”505%. Then:he will discover
its tmie historical setting, ,Otherwise, he W be 1ika ¢ resder of
Gulliverds Trafels who takes the story so seriously as t4 becoma in=
sensitive to the satire, MUCH OF RECENT BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION DENIES
THAT THE JONA WHO WAS SPEWED. UP.» ON THE SHORE OF PALESTINE BY THE FISH
WAS A REAL PERSON. IT SAYS THAT WHAT WE READ ABOUT HiM IN THE BIBLE 15
NOT HISTORY, BUT ONLY A& PARABIE, A STORY., THIS INPERPRETATION IS
SOUNDLY BASED. . a i iy

If Jena is not allowed to live in the belly ef .the fish for three days
d thrée mights, it is not begaude God is unable to work such miracles.
o deny miracles in the Bible-would be to rewrite it wholly} In the -
Book of Joha, however, miracles come s such quick succession ~- they are
80 sparso in all the other prophetic books —- that We soon begin to sus-
pect that these wondrbus happenings are no #idre-than simple 1iterary
flourishes, ) o =

LITERARY REASONS exclide this book from the categeny ef élghthecent

prophecy. Fer .one thing,” Aramalc words and expressions —ape 90 Eﬁusﬁly
gtrewn throughout ite fdur chapters that this gacf alons would date the
Boek to the postexilic age. Aramaic came into cemmon Jewish usage only

aftery the Exils, much later than the time of Jeroboam TT. "Moreover, the
poaﬁmfﬁc.aga produced many edifying sbories. Jome, llke Tobiag and

Judith, are in the Bible; othérs were collected by the rabbis and ars

preserved in fidrashic literature. These storieswalw eanter about
ancient -personages ar events,’ and go they have thelr roots in history,
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J-‘rYaCis a book ABOUT a prophet; the ouner works are presented as BY the
prophets concerned. The works of the 1ster prophets conslst of prophet-
ic jedgments; JONA 1S A STORY. Compared with the other prophets, Jona
is seen to be uniquely concerned with himself; yet 1d dscharacteristic

of many of the postexilic prophefs that tﬁuya re lost in angnymity,

ARCHAEOIOGICAL DISCOVERIES belie the details of Jona, When the Asayrian
capital, Nlneve, was rediscovered, it was noted frem the city's walls
that this metropolis -- tremendous for the times -~ could hold about
300,000 people. This is far short of the i,u00,00v inhabitants which
weuld be required by the presence of the 120,000 infants indicated in
Jona L=11, Nor is there tho tiniest cunsifomn ingeription, the slight-
8gt biblical evidence that an Agsyrian king and his people ever under-
went such a conversion upen the word of an Israelite popphet as this
bocok records,

Jona 1s a bype, a foreshadowing of our Tord; the New Testamert makes
this clear !see Matthew 12, 36-L1; Luke 11, 29-32), Typolegy is satis- .
fied if the type exists in biblical narrative; it need not have real
existence as well., Consequently, when Jesus refers to Jona's three days
in tho belly of the fish, He is not thercby puaranteeing the historiciby
of that prophet.

Why then, it may be asked, wgs Jona put among the prophets? Because the
author of Jona drew heabily upen the prophets Jeremla and Ezechiel and

gave their teaching its clearest and most foreceful expression, The Bonk
of Jona taught the author's contemporaries that Ood was not their exclu=
sive property, that vacial and liturgical privileges were not the great-

est of glories, that God loved everyone, —- sven Lhe despicable Assyriansl

NOTE ON JONA'S PSAIM OF THANKSGIVING : (Jona 2) -

This song is chanjied by Jons withi n the belly of the fish. Some schol-
ars feel that the psalm (1ilke Jona) is in the wrong place! The prefer
to put it after verse 11; wherc Jona is once more sn land and safe,

Such transferwal migses the point of the psalm completelyl Jona is never
safer than in the fish's belly, because he is beihg saved from his own
determined self-will, : .

This episods b a type 8f Jesus! death and of our baptismi Jona

in_the depths of the ses, Jesus in the silence of the temb, we benaath
the waters of baptism -~ all are plunged into darkness as a preludo bo

a newer, better life,

THE BOOK OF NAHUM: = A timeless book!

Little dis really known of Mahum of Elkosh. He wrote shortly before
612 B.C. During the last years of King Jostas! reign, the pewer of
Assyria begins to waga. After the death of the great Ashurbanipal in

5 BeCa, 3 coalition ef Medes and Babylonians succeeds in destroying
the Asasyrian Bmpire. Besieged by the Babylonian and Median armies,
Ninaveh falls in 812 B.C. In 609 B.C, the last Assyrian armies are
crushed at Haran in Syria by Nabopolamsar, the father of Nabuchodo-
nosor,

Nahun sees in these events God's moral gevernment of the world and the
punidshment of Asayria for misusing the great power given to her.
Nahum's boelk is an oracle against one nation -- Assyria. His wnice
is raised under inspiration to describe the fate of those who mis-
use their God-given power, abuse nations, destroy peoples, and hesap
up injustice like a tower of Babel sgainst the God of History,

Those who read the words of St. Paul about Saered Seripture, "Whatso-
ever things werewitten, were written for our instruction, that through
the patience and consolation afforded by the Scriptures, we may have
hope," may wonder what instruction we receive from Mahum., What hope
dces he glve us, what consolation? In the machanistic world of ‘today,
1t would be enough if Nahum only reminded us, as he does, that God and
not man is the maker of history, Dut he dogs more. He reminds us as
well that nations are judged, and rewarded or punished according to that
Judgemnt. He tells us abuse of power, perhaps unpunishable by man, will
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be punished by God, He gilves hope to those in totalitarian countries,
teaching them to trust in God as the avenger of evil and as the source
of security and peace for those who love Him,

It 1s perhaps not too much to say in favor of such prophets as Nahum and
those others who invefighed against natlons in oracles weighted with woes
and calamities that the Queen of Prophats has not scorned to wse similar
language for a similar purpose, In her third apparition at Fatima on
July 13, 1917, Mary declared: "If my requests are heard, Ruasia will be
converted and there will be peace. Obtherwise great arrors will be
spread through the world, giving rise to wars and persecutions againgt
the Church...various nations will be destroyed, in the end, my Immacu=-
late Heart will triumph and an era of peace will be conceded to human-~
1ty. N

WHE PROPHET MICHEA -~ HIS TIMES AND MESSAGE

Michea came from Mersseth, a small town about 20 mlles southwest of
Jerusalem. Very little is lmown about him, for this bock 1s the only
source of knowledge of his life, Fram this book we can gain some in-
sight te Michea's character. He ig a man of integrity, He speaks the
truth boldly, no matter who may be hurt by it. He warns the Judeans

that they ean escape God's wrath onlyt recognizing their sins and re-
penting, Becguse Michea spoke out, part of the catastrophe which threat-
ened Jerusalem was averted, Sennacherib's armies did not take Jerusa-
lem in 701B.C.

Michea hated the injustice of the rich and their oppeession of the poor,
He could not stand the hypoerisy of the priests whe demanded payment for

thoir teaching, And though he had to deliver a message of threat and
gloom, like all pre-exilie prophets, his heart was full of anxiety and
lova for his people. He taught them to hdpe for God's blessings, even
while they felt the walght of His punishing hand,

When Michea prophesied; the threat of Assyrian invasion was a major con-
cern of Juda's foreign phlicy. In the north, Israel's capital, Samaria,
had been crushed in 721 B«C., and its people deported. Juda would re=
ceive the same treatment anytime the Assyrians chase to come against 1it,
A8 we have seen, King Achaz attempted to ally himself with Assyria in
friendship. His son, Ezechia, reballed against him because such an
alliance defrauded Yahwism. Ezechia wished to reform religion as well
as rebel against his father's alliance with Assyria, The result of this
wag Sennacheribts inuasiﬂn ef Juda. But when he was on the polnt of
taking Jerusalem in 701 B.C., he met with an unexpected disaster. The
precise nature of this disaster 1s not known, but the Biblical writers
interpreted it as a miraculous intervention. However, Juda did not
listen to her prophets, and the Chaldeans (ne0-Babylonians) conguered
the natlon in 587 BuC. -~ and off they went into the Exile predicted

by Jeremiah and Michea, altheugh Michaa predicted destruction more than
Exile —- and this Michean threat was clarified a century later by
Jeremia when he said that the destruction was not carried out because
the conditions for escaping it were fulfilled. (Jeremias 26: 18-19),

NOTE: In the New Testament, Michea S: 1, is linked to the tradition
which regarded Bsthlehem as the Messish's birthplace, In linking the
text with this tradition, the Evangelists simply record the opinion of
others, They do net say that they themselves looked upsn Michea 5: 1
as predicting the Messizh's birthplace (see Matthew 2: 2-6; John 7:h2),

T
A1l notes for these lectures are taken from MEN AND MESSAGE OF THE OLD
TESTAMENT (Ellis) -- THEQIOGY OF THE OLD TESSTAMENT (Heinsch-Heﬁdt) -
THE PAULIST PAMPHLET SERIES (Paulist Press) -- INTRODUCING THE OILD
TESTAMENT (Mpriarty, S.J.)

Respectfully submitted:

Father William Doran Curtis
Jasper, Minnesota
March, 1965
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be punished by God. He gives hope to these in totalitarian countries,
teaching them to trust in God as the avenger of evil and as the source
of security and peace for those who love Him.

It is perhaps not tos much to say in favor of such prophets as Nahum and
those others who inveighed against nationg in oracles weighted with woes
end calamities that the Queen of Pro hets has not scomed to use similar
language for a similar purpose. In her third apparition at Fatima on
July 13, 1817, Mary declared: "I my requests are heard, Rugsia will be
converted and there will be peace. Otherwilse great errors will be
spread through the world, giving rise to wars and persecutions against
the Church...various nations will be destreyed, in the end, my Immacu-
late Heart will triumph and an era of peace will be conceded to human~
ity."

BHE_PROPHET MICHEA - HIS TIMES AND MESSAGE

Michea came from Moweseth, a small town about 20 miles southwest of
Jerusalem, Very little 1is known about him, for this bock is the only
source of knowledge of his life, Fram this book we can gain some in-
sight te Michea's character, He is a man of integrity. He speaks the
truth boldly, no matter who may be hurt by it. He warns the Judeans

that they can ascape God's wrath onlyte recognizing their sins and re~
penting. Becyuse Michea spoke out, part of the catastrophe which threat-
ened Jerusalem was averted, Sennacherib's armies did not take Jerusa-
lem in 701B,0.

Michea hated the injustice of the rieh and thelr oppeession of the poor,
He could not stand the hypoerisy of the priests who demanrded payment for
their teaching. And though he had to deliver a message of threst and
gloom, like all pre-exilic prophets, his heart was full of anxiety and
love for his people., He taught them to hope for God's blesgsings, even

while they felt tho wiight of His punishing hand,

When Michsa prophesied; the threat of Assyrian invasion was a major con-
cern of Juda's foreign pblicy. In the north, Israel's capital, Samaria,
had been erushed 4in 721 B.C., and its people deported. Juda would re=
celve the game treatment anytime the Assyrians chage to come against it.
A8 we have seen, King Achaz attempted to ally himself with Agsyria in
friendship, His son, Ezochia, rebelled against him because such mm
alliance defrauded Yahwism, Ezechia wished to reform religion as well
as rebel against his father's alliance with hssyria. The result of this
was Sennacherib's invasign cf Juda. But when he wag on the point of
taking Jerusalem in 701 B.C., he mob with an unexpected disaster. The
precise nature of this disgster is not kmown, but the Biblical writers
interpreted it as a miraculous intervention. However, Juda did not
Idsten to her prophets, and the Chaldeans (ne0-Babylonions) conguersd
the pation in 587 B.C. =~ and off they went into the Exile predicted

by Jeresmiah and Michea, although Michea predicted destruetion more than
Exile == and this Michean threat was elarified a century later by
Jeremia when he said that the destruction was not carried out because
the conditions for escaping it were fulfillsd. (Jeremias 26: 18-19),

NOTE: In the New Testament, Michea 5: 1, is linked to the tradition
which regarded Bsthlehem as the Memsiah's birthplace, In linking the
text with this tradition, the Evangelists simply record the opinion of
others. They do net say that they themselves looked upon Michea 5: 1
as predicting the Messiah's birthplace (see Matthew 2: 2-6; John 7:L2),

e dHHBE o - oo
A1l notes far these lectures are taken from MEN AND MESSAGE OF THE OLD
TESTAMENT (Ellis) -- THEOLOGY OF THE OLD TESSTAMENT (Heinsch-He@dt) —-
THE PAULIST PAMPHLET SERIES (Paulist Press) -~ INTRODUCING THE OLD
TESTAMENT (Mpriarty, S.J.)

Regpectfully submitted:

Father William Doran Curtis
Jasper, Minnesota
March, 1965
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.|announced by Oscar Iverson

-|Air Force, he served at L()Wl‘,,i

FATHER CURTIS

Father Curtis Is
Endorsed For.
Department Chaplain

JASPER - The endorsement.
of Father William Doran Curfig
as a candidate for the office of
department chaplain for .the
196566 Legion year has been

Post 133,

The endorsement announce;
ment $aid: ! )

seph Parish at.Jasper. He has
gerved in this capacity for’ the
past seven years, During this
chaplain, intermittently, to the'

lain to the Second Distric
American Legion. .

laude from the University o
osophy, with a minor in history.
He continued his theological
Washington, D.C., and St. Thom®

ishing these studies in 1947, and:
at the same time receiving his

tory. He was ordained to the
Catholic Priesthood on May -3,

who at that time was coadjutg?
bishop of the Diocese of Winond}"

“In June, 1983, Father Curti,
was sworn into the United
States Air Force for chaplajni
duty, and he continued this duty
for the next three years, returr
ing to parish work in 1956. Du
ing his chaplain service in’ th

Air Force Base, Denver, Coloy]

“Father Curtis is prhserit_lf: ff
.|serving as pastor ‘to Saint Ju-Tﬁ

Jasper post and for the pask{i
three years he has been chap:|;

time, Father Curtis has béen-‘f?
i

“Father Curtis gradu:ited cuni|

Notre Dame in 1943, He receivs|B
ed his bachelor’s degree in phil:{D

studies at Holy \Cross Collegd,}

as Seminary, Denver, Colo,, finixf

master’s degree in church hid: |

1947, by Archbishop Leo Binz|

wwd Wanada Air Force Bagé,
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CHURCH OF SAINT JOSEPH - JASPER MINNESOTA

March 11, 1965

The Most Reverend Edwardd, Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

Enclosed, please find a copy of the SCRIPTURE INSTITUTE lecture notes
for this month. We will have a final institute gathering in April =~
and that ¥#ill conclude the course for this ysar. In following gatherings,
I hops to work into the New Testament and co-ordinate much of what we

have done,

I am also enclosing a clipping fpom the MINNESOTA IEGIONNAIRE -— the
monthly publication of the American Leglon in this state, I have been
asked to run for the State Chaplaincy of the State of Minneseta, and
the first ground has been broken for this office, For the past three
years, I have bean Chaplain for the Second District of this state -~ and
look forward to the possibility of the State Chaplainey,

I am sure that you wish to be aware of this, and for that reason I forward
ths present clipping to you, Should I get this office, undoubtedly, it
will mean much relative to the Church, and the Diocese, It is always good
to know of our representation in these organizations, and I have continued
quite actlve in the American Legion since return from Chaplain duty.

All goes well -- and time passes quickly,

With my kindest personal regards, I remain,
Respectfully in Christ,

5N ) 0
. A (u._.l Y 1y A e
Father William Doran Curtis
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March 16, 1965

Reverend William D. Curtis
St Joseph's Church
Jasper, Minnesota

Dear Father Curtis,
| 7 1.am very ,ppy7ca*ﬁhéf_nhat;yuu'ara.Baing_bih-

‘Poged as a edndidate ‘For the office of Department, Chiplain

£or the American legilon. I trust that you;will he able to
fulfill this obligation for the welfare of . tha Church as
well as for the spiritual welfare of the members of the
Légion. ' T wish ybu;wéllgif<yaﬁ.ar§'dhbaan;;ahall-dﬁ?guré

“that ‘you will‘be dble to fulfill your res 'mﬂibilitiaﬁ-
naow you will'be able to: fulfill 'y (LerRponsibilities.

o .lu0 7 pincerely in Chrise, .

-

P,8. Thanks for ‘your continuing Scriptural serfes which

18 an indication of much work and deep interest,

WC000265
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CHURCH OF SAINT JOSEPH - JASPER MINNESOTA

March 18, 1965

The Most Reverend Edward A, Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street
" Winona, Minnesota

Your Exeellency:

I hesitate to write this 1etter to you, but have been pondering )
the writing of just such a lettsr for the better part of the past year.'
. I trust that the writing of this letter will not compromise the image
“of my priesthood my zeal for the work of Ggod 1n your Diocese, nor ny

i’integrlty, in your eyes.

: Whenever in the future you may have to be considering possible
transfers of assignments in the Diocese, I would appreclate .considera-
tion in this matter. I am not bringing this subject to your attention
because I am unhappy or dissatisfied with my present assignment; on
the contrary, I have. 3 great love for this parish, particularly for the
children and the high school generation. - But I do think I have reached ‘
the point of diminishing returns hera, -

There 13 so much that I want to do, and I don't feel that I am
doing. all I could be doing in this present assignment, So very often
everything seems to be running in the direction of a blank wall, The .
parishioners here, for the most part, are excellent peopls: a handful
is very saintly., But I simply feel convinced that after almost seven
Yyears here, the parish should accept the leadership of another voics,
Perhaps, I'm being taken too much for granted here: my policies, the
work with the younger generation, the Biblical and Liturgical interest
and progress, etc, A new volce could bring a deepening to what I have
attempted to plant here -~ if such.a statement doesn't sound too out of

line,

I wish to assure you that I would remain here, and most happily so,
for the remalnder of my priestly 1ife if you would so appoint and desire.
I have outlined a full scheduls of work for my daily life in this area,
what with my parish duties, the work with the nuns in this part of the
Diocese, and other intsrests. In suggesting the possibility of transfer,
I do so most candidly because of my conviction that the spirituvual life
of the parish, particularly one of this size, would profit through a

newly-as$igned pastor.

As I mentioned, I think the point of diminishing returns has set in,
I came here at the age of 38; I am going to be L6 this year, Between now
and the time I am 50 years of age, I would llke to have additional direc-
tive to my priestly life and purpose =-- for the parishioners here, and for
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my own personal spirituality, the setein of diminishing returns hardly
lends itself to spiritual vitality.

: ‘I know-you' have many burdens of decision, and I do not place my

request before you to add to your burdens, I am not ehafing at the bit,
in other words. But I consider it best to place befora you, my Bishop,
a conclusion arrived at over many months and many prayers,

With my kindest personal regards, I réﬁéi_,;

Respectfully in, Christ,

) J
,Ltdu L«,m,u_-a.J

WC000267
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Reverend Willlam D. Curtis . . . fos
St. Joseph's Church '
Jasper, Minnesota

Dear Father Curtis, ' 1o

- I have at hand your letter of March 18, I appreciate
your honest expression of your feelings and convictions, but I
also appreclate:.the:fact that you accept willingly whatever de-~
cision I make in your regard.

I too am filled with many ideas and find that sometimes
they do not produce the results I would like to have had, but I
am always trying to do God's will--planting the seed where
necessary, cultivating the ground, and trying to keep out the
weeds so that someday there may come a bountiful harvest whether
it be in my day of labor or reaped by others in God's owm time.

 We cannot always be planting. There comes the period
in all life when we must pray and hope that the seed may have
fallen upon good ground.

I shall, however, keep you in mind as I have always
done and do with everyone of my priests who are my concern that
we all work not for ourselyes personally or always in circumstances
which seem to be what we think more propitious, bui rather to do
the best we can in patience.

In this Diocese of Winona as in any other diocese, we
have many small parishes which need our spiritual attention. We
must always realize also that the problems of one place are no
different than the problems of another unless we make them so0.
Human beings are human beings the same as we are and, therefore,
we txy with God's help to accomplish what He wants, devoting our
energies and talents to the best of our ability in the cércum=
stances where we have been placed.

The Feast of the Annunciation of this coming week offers
us much to meditate upon in our Blessed Mother's "Fiat voluntas tua"
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Reverend William D. Curtis
March 20, 1965

Page 2

or St. Joseph's who pondered in his heart the problem that he
faced and yet with full faith and confidence in God accepted
the responsibility even though he did not understand all the
facets thereof.

: I trust, therefore, that you will lopk upon whatever
field of labor you have as the opportunity that @od glves you,
There is always work even though we may think that we have ex-
hausted all our patience, all our energles, and see that we
have not made too great a dent. Christ Himself -had many failures.
He preached His Word and hoped that it might. fructify, but there
were many who did not: follow Hia teaahing. P . .

e 1 ‘am pieased with what you hava déne st Jaspar and am
sure that whatever in the providence of God may have davelupad
for the future will be for the welfare of the Church which is
always ny figst concern and which I knnw I ‘do not always solve

wich perfectiqn. T B

gl | e E iEw N

' Agai‘ijthink you fbr your letter bacauée I am aﬁﬂays
available to my priésts, that they may ¢onfide in mé thely .
préblems, and I ghall try to help them spiritually insofar as
it fits into what seems to me tha beat for all.

) . .
w1th kindeau regards and best wiahes and prayers; I
reméin -

A o L
Siﬁaqﬁé}yrypﬁra'fn Christ,

Bishop of Winona -

?e
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CHURCH OF SAINT JOSEPH == JASPER MINNESOTA

March 22, 1965

The Most Reverend Edward A, Fitzgerald
Bishop ef Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minresota

Your Excellency:

I want to thank you for your letter in answer to my recent correspondence,
As T mentioned, I had pondered writing to you for quite some time,

I suppose many priests once in a while face the problem of feeling rather

inadequate In whatever efforts thsy are placing before God in their daily

worke. I guess this was part of my persenal problem ~- and I felt the only
place to bear 1t for consideration was on the t able 'of your attentien,

T am pleased with your observations -- and the encouragement of them place
many ef my worries of inadequacy in perepective,: - Perhaps I have been emphagizing
too much, persenally, all that has been emerging from the Council, and wondering
if T have been doing all that I could be doing., At any rate -- your pastoral
views do keep the perspective in fogus,

I may have many liberal views at times, but I'm still "old guard" enough to
consider the authority of the Bishop's office to be an indicatiom of the will
of God -- so thanks much for assisting in the resolving of my doubts gs to
whether or not I have been, and remain, doing all that is desired of me at

this time, ’

I spent this afternoen -« a good part of it -- with and his
family at the bedside of as he was dying, His death was one of the
most beautiful I have ever seen., and T recited the prayers of the dying
for -~ and almost Providentially, as our prayers gradually came to
a clese, his last breath merged with the closing of these prayers, I am sure
that.the family had many consolations at so obvious a departure of the soul
in the midst of the prayers of the Church,

With kindest rsgards, I continue te remain,

Respectfully in Christ,

;:I) e /}: -
Ty (LT,
Father William Doran Curtis
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CHURCH OF SAINT JOSEPH JASPER MINNESOTA

Juma 1, 1965

The Most Reverasnd Edward A. Fitzgerald
Bighep of Wimema

275 Harrlet Street

Winena, Mimneseta

Your Excellency:

Enclesed, please find three checks te bo credited te the parisk feor
eur interest em Nete # 213, eur secend guarter paymemt of the DIOCESAN
TAX, and the amewntcentributed -je—ithe-apposl-by-Father-Juim-Fagan-af * (
thaSadeeian-Fathersin-dverdhuatton-witi-sur-Misstvnery-Geeperative. &r4---us""’°“""7’ SR
o Bt

Fregram, {,? ﬂ ) ,‘&‘
4 ey e
hag 3
In mid~July, I will be attemding the State American Legien Pregram. Frem
reperts and indicatiens, it leeks quite pessible that I will be elected te
the pegt of Department (State) Chaplain, This weuld interest me very muck
~= ard I weuld appreciate a memerte im yeur prayers alemg this lime, I

thihk suck pesitiena cam reflect se well upen the Church and the Diecesse
=~ 8o, 1f elected, I hepe I will hava a fruitful ysar,

With my kimdest persenal regards, I remain,
Regpactfully in Christ,

.? :/ -
_‘,F‘O(Mé.é( g e
Father William Deram Curtis
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June 4, 1965

Reverend William D. Curtis
St. Joseph's Church
Jasper, Minnesota

Dear Father Curtis,

_ _ I have your letter of June 1 and wish to thank
you and your people for the checks which you sent for
interest, diocesan tax, as well as the contributions re-
ceived by the Salesian Fathers for missionary work.

I am plegsed to know that you are going to attend
the American Legion Program in. the middle of July, and I
wish you well if you should be elected to the responsible
position of State Chaplain in which we must always realize
that we refle¢t Christ, particularly in cur patience and
charity toward all mankind,

Sincerely in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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CONFIDENTIAL | June 18, 1963

Reverend William D, Curtis
8t. Joseph's Church
Jasper, Minnesota

Dear Father Cuxtis,

. After many prayers and much serious consideration
I have decided that you would make & successful pastor of
St., Pater's Church at Hokah which 18 in the Caledonia
Deanery located near La Crosse.

Before I can make this appointment I need to have
your expressed acceptance of the parigh. If you wish to
accept this offer, kindly fill out and retrm to me the en~
closed resignation from St. Joseph's of Jasper together with
your acceptance of the pastorate of St, Peter's. :

When I have received your dcceptance, 1 shall pre-
pare a formal appointment: Until that time, I ask you
kindly to keep this matter confidential, but I would like
to be able to announce this change in Courier of next
week provided I receive your reply in sufficlent time,

With kindest regards and best wishes for your
continued priestly success, 1 remain

S8incerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

enc.,

WC000273
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CHURCH OF SAINT JOSEPH = JASPER MINNESOTA

June 21, 1965

The Meat Reverend Edward A, Fitzgerald
Bigshep eof Winena

275 Harriet Street

Winena, Minneseta

Tour Excellemcy:

I am emclesing the cepy of my resigeatien frem St, Jesepk Parish.
I am in fend hepes that my werk at Hekak will e as blessed as
my days were kers in Jasper,

I wisk te thank yeu fer yeur kimdmess im the matter of this trawsfer
-~ and alse fer yeur prayers fer the future ef ny werk in Hekak,

My years here have been advantageous smd beautiful -~ but as I did
mentien im a letter net tee lesng age, I did begin te feel that amether
velce weuld bring additienal priestly blessings te these wenderful

people,

I wish te thank yeu -~ emce agaim -= for yeur centinued demenstratiens
of cenfidonce in whatever I have attempted te de in my werk as yeur
priestly representative,

With kindest regards, I wish te remain,

Respectfully im Christ,

2{_” (_4_.-{,(;

er William Deran Curt,%.s
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TO BE RELEASED IN THE COURIER OF JULY 1
June 23, 1965

Reverend William D. Curtis
St, Joseph's Church
Jasper, Minnesota

Dear Father Curtis,

I am pleased to appoint you to the pastorate of
the Church of St. Peter at Hokah, Minnesota, effective
July 28, 1965,

I wish at this time to express my appreciation and
congratulations for the splendid pastoral care that you have
given during the: past seven years to the People of God in the
area of Jasper, Minnesotas, and for your zealous priestly
services in the Diocese since your ordination to the holy
priesthood on May 3, 1947, Your experiemces during those
years as assistant at the Cathedral in Winona, St. John's
Church in Rochester, the pastorate at Fountain and Wykoff,
and the years of military service as chaplain with the Air
Force have been most fruitful,

I am sure that your experiences will be most help-
ful in your new assigmment at Hokah. In your new assignment
you will have the advantages of a Catholic grade school
wherein you can help to form the minds and hearts of the
children as well as to encourage the parents in the ful-
fillment of their obligatioms in the training of future
citizens not only for the State but also for Heaven. You
will also cooperate with the priests of the area in the pzo-
gram of release~time religioms instruction of high school
students which will be provided in special classrooms being
built adjacent to the public high school in La Crescent,
Minnesota, which 18 & consolidated district for that arxea,

I also kindly ask that you serve as ordinary
confegsor for the Sisters of St. Francls at St, Peter's

WC000275
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Reverend William D. Curtis
June 23, 1965
Page two

and St. John's Convents in Caledonia,

You will kindly arrange with the Dean of Houston
County, Momeignor Richard Speltz, for your formal installation
as pastor,

With gratitude foxr the woxk that you have done,
particularly in the supervision of the building of a cate-
chetical center in Jasper, I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

enc.

P.S. Kindly prepare a final finanecial report for
St. Joseph's of Jasper on the forms emnclosed, retaining
one copy for the parish files and sending the other copy
to the Chancery for our records., A report should also be
given to the people on July 25,
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July lha 1965

The Mest Reverand Edward A, Fitzgerald
Blighep ef Winena

275 Harriet Street

Winens, Mimneseta

Your Exeellemcy:

Pleass sxcuge the statliemery I am usiesg im this cerrespendence;
I am eut ef the regular printed parish statlensry -- just eut ~--
and thought it wast fer Father Weedferd e cheess what might

be in accerd with hiz persemal cheice in this regard,

Enclesed, please fimd the parish repert recemtly reguested. I

have plesed the besks of the parish as ef July 13, amd wisgh te

got this repert te ysu wefors I leave fer thes Department Convemtiex
eof the American Iesiem this aftermeen,

I am happy te ferward this repert te yeu evidencing the wenderful
ceoperation of these fins peeple in Jasmer. I recemtly paid eff
$500,00 en eur parinh nets with at the Natlenal
Bank of Cemmerce im Mamkate, The remainder ex that mete is morely
$500,00 ~~ se that cam easlly e hamdled, And I sm cemfident that
Father Weedferd will de wenderfully well with the remaiming indebted-

Befere departing frem this parish, I de wamt te thamk yeu fer havimg
aggisted us with the fimameisl leam, smd lassensd imterest, at the

time of eur wwildimg pregram. I weuld alse like te express my very
pergensl graitude te yeu fer the times yeu wrets te particular parishiemsrs
here en eccasiens ef silver and geldon wedding anniversaries. These
gestures ef your kimdmess meant se much te 21l cexcermed, anrd they have
bsen tressured devetedly,

Your kindeess te me persenally threugh these years ef my Jasper pagterate
kas glways been mest appraciated, te say mething ef the patermal smceuwrasgs-
memt you evidenced im my werk with the mums in their cemferences and
Seripture sesslems. I'm sure all of this has baen prefitable te them as
well 28 te myself, I mew lwoek ferward te the werk ahsad at Hekah, amd
hepe the years thele will be as rich and blessed as these have baoa in

Jagper,

Respectfully im Christ,

147. A, (1 =]
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His Excellency

The Most Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald, D. D.
Bishop of Winona

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

I herewith resign my pastorate at

St. Joseph's Church, Jasper to be

effective _ July 28, 1965 and accept the pastorate

of _St. Peter's Church at Hokah .
I will report at my new assigmment on _July 28, 1965 .

Falthfully yours in Christ,

- i -’
I _C.r
_-"\/1 '\L_H{..L(_f .rt.q/_)

Date Jume 21, 1965
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Decree of Pogsesgion

In Nomine Domini. Amen,

Under the Roman Pontificate of His Holiness, Pope_faul VI ;

The Most Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald being Ordinary of the Diocese of Winona,

I, PM‘*‘F ;{/Q</ }éﬂéé: , Dean of this district and delegate

of the Most Reverend Ordinary, give to the

ﬁ{efmrgnh William Doran Curtis B

the possession of the

qﬂaﬁgh of _St. Peter , Hokah, Minnesota ,
NAME OF CHURCH NAME OF CITY
to which he has been canonically appointed July 28, 1965

DATE

WM

Dea.n—Delegate

mm&@

o/ Witness

Q&Mé / it

Witness

This document is to be signed before the services and is read after the transfer of the
symbols of pastoral prerogatives and powers.

August 8, 1965
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Profession of Faith

I Father William Doran Curtis touching with

?

my hand God’s holy Gospels, enlightened by divine grace, profess the faith which
the Catholic, Apostolic, Roman Church teaches. I believe that Church to be the
one true Church, which Jesus Christ founded on earth: to which I submit with

all my heart.

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth: and in
Jesus Christ, His only Son, Our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell; the third day He arose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven, sitteth at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty;
from thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Ghost, the Holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

I believe that seven sacraments were instituted by Jesus Christ for the salva-
tion of mankind; namely, Baptism, Confirmation, Holy Eucharist, Penance, Ex-
treme Unction, Holy Orders and Matrimony.

I believe that the Pope, the Bishop of Rome, is the Vicar of Jesus Christ on
earth, that he is the supreme visible head of the whole Church, and that he teaches
infallibly what we must believe and do to be saved.

I also believe everything which the Holy, Catholic, Apostolic and Roman
Church defines and declares we must believe. I adhere to her with all my heart,
and I reject every error and schism which she condemns,

So help me God and these His holy Gospels which I touch with my hand.
N

) ‘}/. h /g/ ;o
{ _ﬂ?—{'&_ﬂfrﬂmﬁ/ At o tanlee/

(Seal)
ATTEST:

Ordinary of Wino;ﬁ (Deleﬁte)

Date August 8, 1965
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Church o/ St. Peter

HOKAH, MINNESOTA

February 4, 1966

The Most Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

My dear Bishop:

I have been thinking over our recent conversation, and the
possibility you mentioned of my having an assignment to another
parish. I think this would be best, and would appreciate such
a transfer whenever you might be able to work this out.

: I know that you are quite convinced of your appraisals relative

| to my deep sense of pride, and I am certainly willing to accept
this to a degree. However, the situation here goes much deeper
than just my personal sense of pride. The plain and simple

| fact 1ies in a rather severe clash of personallties. I sigply

! don't think in the same way as these people; and they don't think

in my way.

The financlal matters here are quite incidental to the underlying
Jarring of views, and I don't want to spend time wasted in stressing
the obvious, I guess a rather horrible and swkward truth is
involved heret I just can't warm up to this crowd and they would

as soon have another pastor.

Yesterday afternoon, Monsignor Speltz called on me, notifying

me of ANOTHER delegatlion from the parish having called on him to
volce protest against my general statements of long-range plans
for the parish: emerging from debt and the eventual prospect of

| building and refinfdrcing the present school structure. The

| enclosed report from the Skite Fire Marshall may be something you
' would like to ha,e on record.

! At any rate, Bishop, I guess I'1l have to take my chances on your
good-or-il1l will relative to my request in this matter. I've come
to loathe this assignment, as I mentloned to Monsignor Speltz, and
I will appreclate & transfer. I hope for a respect for my openness
and honesty with you in this matter. The congregation and I are
simply miles apart. This 1s unfortunite -- but true,

Respectfully in Christ,
: TKialii, ) : sFather William Doran Curtis
ﬁﬁ Z At d///.u_. Ao,

WC000281




February 5, 1966

Reverend William D. Curtis
8t. Peter's Church
Hokah, Minnesota

Dear Father Curtis,

' This is to acknowledge your letter of February 4,
and 1 am pleased to have you express your mind in regard to
the facts discussed by us. '

I also acknowledge with thanks the report that you
have submitted from the Fire Marshall, end it 18 important
that we try to fulfill at least the less expensive recommen-
dations that he has proposed when such is possible,

I assure you that I shall keep you in mind in re-
gard to a transfer, but, of course, such is not as easy as
it sounds. At the present time weedo not have any particu-
lar vacancies and I ask you, therefore, to be patient and
try to adjust yourself to the situations which are present
In St. Peter's Parish, Personally, I do nmot think they are
much different from amy other parighi people wish to be re-
cognlzed as human beings with human ‘dignity. Our ideas may
conflict, but we gurssives must set the pattern of humility
and endeavor to win people rather than to compel them,

R _Assuring you of my prayers and also of seriocus con-
sideration of your request when a sultable time eccurs, I !
remain :

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona |
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February 22, 1966

Reverend William D. Curtis
8t. Peter's Church
Hokah, Minnesota

Dagxr Father Curtis,

After much prayerful consideration I have decided
to offer you the pastorate of Sacred Heart Church at Brewster
if you wish to accept it. I am enclosing a resignation form
in order that I may complete the changes.

Jn the meantime, I will appreciate very mich 1if
this matter is kept emtirely in confidence until I publish
its effectiveness.

' | & hope that you may continue to give nhe people
of St. Petex's at Hokah kind and faithful spiritual guidance

and direetion,

With kindest regards and prayers that the Lenten
seagon may bring to you and all of us many blessings a&s we
accept penances which God permits to come,our way, I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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His Excellency

The Most Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald, D. D.
Bishop of Winona

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

I herewith resign my pastorate at St. Peter

Church, Hokah to be

effective and accept the pastorate

of Sacred Heart Church, Brewster, or any other parish the

Bishop may have available. _
I will report at my new assignment on .

Faithfully yours in Christ,

N
i

\, LI

/A sy ! ] I ,‘}f -!_-' . / abin e
"""::f- JM{L‘"&""—"-"" Actrctnn_ N iAo §
&)
/ y
Pate AL arey, > JEL

e
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" February 25, 1966 |

Reverend William D. Curtis
8t. Peter's Church
Hokah, Minnesota

Dear Father Curtis,

I am pleased to appoint you to be pastor of the Church
of the Sacred Heart, Brewster, effective on March 15.

I trust that you will continue the zealous and faith-
ful service tothe People of God of that parish as you have
rendered to other parishes through the years in the Diocese.

o I wish to compliment you on the re-organization of the
financial program of St, Peter's. ' -
You will kindly arrange with Monsignor Klein, Dean of
that area, for your formal installation since 1 am transferring
Brewster from the luverne Deanery to the Jackson Deanery.

You will also kindly serve as ordinary confessor to
the School Sisters of Notre Dame at St. Mary's Parish in
Worthington and &8 ordinary confessor to the School Sisters of
Notre Dame at Heron Lake. -

Thanking you for your faithful service, I remain
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

P,S. 'Kindly £111 out and return to the Chancery a copy of the
financial report since January 1.
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March 11, 1966

Reverend William D. Curtis
8t. Paeter's Church
Hokah, Minnesota

Dear Father Curtis,

I am pleased to appoint you as chaplain of the
Catholic students who are in attendance at the Worthington
Junior College. Although I realize the problem of providing
an adequate religilous program for them since many of them
are commiters, X am sure that with your experience you will
be able to work ocut a schedule which will fit into the xo-
gram of the Junior College and also work with Monsignor Hale,
the pastor, in this regard.

I also will appreciate very much whatever assglist-
ance you may give to Monsignor Hale and ¥ather Fitzgerald
in the teach of ralease classes which constitute a large
group in that very fine parish.

With prayers foi your success in the new project
both in the parish and in the educational field at the
Junior College, I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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Profession of Faith
I,*?Z \Kﬂuaw-/ )bi«wv' @a—u@ , touching with

my hand God’s holy Gospels, enlightened by divine grace, profess the faith which
the Catholic, Apostolic, Roman Church teaches. I believe that Church to be the
one true Church, which Jesus Christ founded on earth: to which I submit with

all my heart.

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth: and in
Jesus Christ, His only Son, Our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell; the third day He arose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven, sitteth at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty;
from thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Ghost, the Holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

I believe that seven sacraments were instituted by Jesus Christ for the salva-
tion of mankind; namely, Baptism, Confirmation, Holy Eucharist, Penance, Ex-
treme Unction, Holy Orders and Matrimony.

I believe that the Pope, the Bishop of Rome, is the Vicar of Jesus Christ on
earth, that he is the supreme visible head of the whole Church, and that he teaches
infallibly what we must believe and do to be saved.

I also believe everything which the Holy, Catholic, Apostolic and Roman
Church defines and declares we must believe. I adhere to her with all my heart,
and I reject every error and schism which she condemns.

So help me God and these His holy Gospels which I touch with my hand.

2 AR LN Gz

(Seal)

%%m

Ordinary of Winona (Delegate)

Dm"%ﬁ—%’ 9‘; /266
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Decree of Posgsession

In Nomine Domini. Amen.

Under the Roman Pontificate of His Holiness, Pope_Faul VI ,

The Mpst, Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald being Ordinary of the Diocese of Winona,
I, 7 T ame, m , Dk xistrigkund delegate

of the Most Reverend Ordinary, give to the

gRBﬁBanh William Doran Curtis

the possession of the

:‘]ﬁm:iﬂf; of  Sacred Heart ! Brewster, Minnesota

NAME OF CHURCH NAME OF CITY

to which he has been canonically appointed. %—»«r/{' F ::, /55

DATE

(B Py

Dean-—Delegate

Witness
‘di@jﬁﬂf % LS 2
Witness

This document is to be signed before the services and is read after the transfer of the
symbols of pastoral prerogatives and powers,

WC000288
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church of

the SACRED hEART
BREWSTER MiINNESOTA

May &, 1966

The Most Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Dear Bishop Fitzgerald:

I regret the delay in this reply to your correspondence relative to the
forthcoming training school for the National Newman Apostolate. The
correspondence was on my desk upon my return from visiting my father
and mother -- hence the delay.

At the present time, I do not see any chance of availing myself of this
opportunity. The summer is going to be taken up quite a bit with work in
the American Legion. I will be going out of office in July, following the
Department Convention in Rochester, Minnesota, but prior to then, I have

a rather full schedule elready involving a great deal of my time,

I am rather confident that other such programs will be provided in the
future, and I can take advantage of them at such other times,

I found my father in unexpected good spirits and strength.
and I took him out to dinner and the few hours with his sons seemed

to perk his spirits pretty well,

Things at home in South Bend, however, have veered in the direction of
rather delicate tragedy relative to my sister,

Much of the matt8r of decisions has been upcn yy shoulders, and all of us

are pretty much sorrowed at the break-up of the marriage, and the emotional
break-up in her life as well as in her husband's. The matter has many
uncomfortable ramifications for the family -- and quite hard on my mother

in these years of her life. I kyow that all of us would be most grateful
for your prayers -- so once in a while if you can remember my sister, partic-
ularly, in your prayers it will be sc¢ very much appreciated.

I wish to thapk you again for the consideration of the Newman corresppndence.

With kind regards, 1 remain,

Respectfully in Christ,

Father William Doran Curtis’
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September 13, 1966
Dear Bishop Pitzgerald:

Due to all the prayers said here in
our heme every morning for your inbentions have
prayed to be guided in dolng the right thing now,

Your exeellency, please lanvestigate
and help us here in Qur children deon't
even get the release time this year, It is causing
conflict with the teachers and heartbreak among
the parishicners. €ooperation is down tc nothing,
Once before we had this situation here and it
causes families to fall away, go slsewhere and
pessible cenverts to decide sgainst the wmove,
Sunday we were told if out of the 57 he teaches
on Tuesdays one makes one gooff and out they go,
Just oncé, out and close goes the door and no
amount of begging or promises can re-instate that
child into catechism for one s0lid year., No parent
need come and try to make a reconeiiiation. Tis
temper ls so short scemetimes, expecially with
children we fear for our children, It tales an
hour or so to restore hope and faith to the 8 to 10
year olds after some of the sermons, they are scared
to death of facing the future, This wight all be
good but we algo need peace, hope and guidance
to face this brutal world of today.

I may be cut of line in writing to you,
forgive me if' I err, but I hate all this gossip and
takk and refrain fromthat but believe in going
directly to the source of help, If you can do
nothing, please, please pmay hard for us here in

Bincerely,

WC000374

SRR LRk



wC

September 14, 1966

Reverend William D. Curtis
Sacred Heart Church
Brewster, Minnesota

Dear Father Curtis,

1 am sorry to enclose herewith a copy of a letter which

1 received from a parishioner at I regret very much

to recelve such letters, but it is important that people have
the opportunity to present thelr problems, 1 am gsending it to
you with the hope that you will receive it in a eirit of
humility and charity; and if there is any foundation for what

is indicated in the letter, you will try to undue any harm by
your greater effort to control your temper and impatience.

I am well aware of your zeal and your great devotion
to doing an apostolic work, but our human weaknesses, especial-
ly irritability, can do great harm and leave a very serious
impression on the minds of our people.

This is the first such report I have had from
for many years and 1 sincerely hope that no one will have any
occasion to write similarly in the future,

Please do not make reference to the fact that I have
called this letter to your attention; it would merely add to
the problems which we hope may abate in time.

Sincerely in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

enc,

WC000375
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Sacred Heart Church
Brewster, Minnesota 56119

September 16, 1966

The Most Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald
Bishop eof Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Dear Bishop Fitzgerald:

I have just returned from a brief visit fith my brether and read your letter
of September 14th immediately upen going through the correspondence on my
desk. I was absolutely shaken with both your letter and the enclosure.

I am enclesing cepies of parish bulletins (one of which is tern in half, because
part was used for a quick note after Mass one Sunday) which date from June 19th,
wherein the C.C.D. teachers here and at were notified of a meeting to
begin preparation for the coming year's classes. Additonal bulletins will indicate
my concern with lack of volunteers for teachers, and the pessibility that such
lack of velunteers might jeopardize the Releast time program for the year. At no
time either in Bulletin announcements, nor in sermons (since I did not preach on
this matter until last Sunday) was there ever an occasion to "lose my temper".

T have discussed the teacher shortage situation with the C.C.D. teachers, some
younger couples in the parish, and the high school principal and his wife (who

have just moved into the parish, and whose marriage I have just validated): the
general conclusion is that very few volunteers are forthcoming because the people

do not feel adequate to the work at the presen t time. This 1s quite understandable.

First of all: relative to last Sunday's sermons I did not lose my temper for the
simple reason that I just don't do this in the pulpit, contrary to whatever convictions
you haye preferred to maintdin in this matter over the past years. A week age In

the bulletin (enclosed) I discussed the matter of teachers agein, and mentioned that
i1f no volubteers were forthcoming, we would haye to have a change in C.C.D. programming.
last Friday, September 9, I discussed the program with the Sisters at Worthington whe
teach here for one hour each Saturday. I asked them if it would be pessible for ONE
YEAR to teach fer two hours on Saturdays, should I not get the necessary teachers for
the other hour during Tuesday Releast Time sessions. I told them that I was plamning
on an Adult Fducatien Prggram in the parish for the coming year. Many ef the younger
couples have requested this and I am confident of a pretty good percentage in turn-
out when this pregram begins after Fall harvest. Sister was most cooperative in this

idea,

Sunday, at the time of the Sermon, I mentloned that I had waited until the very last
Saturday to see the principal and superintendant of the school here in

They are fine men and I have excellent rapport with beth of them. I told
them that we might haye to haye a year's moratorium on R,leas® Time for lack of
volunteers. They mentioned the Presbyterian Church in is in somewhat the same
situation., Having disuussed tle matte r with these men, I outlined what possiblility
the coming year might have. We would hawe ONE YEAR moratorium on Release Time classes
on Tuesdays and take TWO HOURS on Saturday with the Sisters and three lay teachers.

The #lasses would remain the same -- since the C,C.D. teachers there are

moment on
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more attuned to this work and feel quite secure in the work of teaching the children.
I then proceeded to outline the program for the coming year: An adilt education ppogram

on Wednesday evenings wherein I would use the same material I used at the lecture porgram -

for Houston County last year at the request of Monsignor Habiger; Altar Soclety meetings
would be followed by a talk and discussion on the various documents of the V, tican
Council; the Knights of Columbms meetings would also have a talk and discussion on the
documents of the Vatican Council. In this way, I told my people, in one year's time we
would have a better perspective of our faith and its renewal in these days, and then

next year
of those who might wish to volunteer

we could resume the Tuesday classes when more confidence would be charzcteristic

. The lack of confidence is almost the precise

point at the present time relative to the volunteer situation -~ at least that is what
T haye been told when I haye discussed this matter with several of the younger couples

who would be possible candidates for

troublesome gossip has been going on.

the C.C.D. program. I have not been aware that
In fant, there has been quite a bit of extremely

open discussion at these C.C.D. meetings. K of C meetings, and the Altar Society rnewal

for the year.

Relative to my sermonst
my temper.

T don't know how children could be afraid, nor how I could lose
You may write at random to any parishioner, to the Trustees if you widh,

to verify my statements in this matter -- but sinee I ha,e been here I haye been preaching

on the Mass -- its background history, its liturgy, and Yt present day renewal, Most
of my sermons haye consisted of reading Seripture and explaining the passages read.,

So

T don't know just where my temper has been short, I've talked Dogma and Scripture

consistently since here,

Last Sunday was the first time I have veered awsy from a dogmatic concept in the sermon —-
and I had to do this in order to outline the parish program of study for the next year,

precisely to meet the crisls in lack

new situation, nor one that began with my arrival,
me up on this, because he was running into the same pro

in the parish.

Relative to the "threats" -~ I told the
thmm to be aware of the need for taking the Re

of wolunteers. This lack of volunteers is not a
I am sure will back
blem toward the end of his time

parents and high school students that I wanted
leash Time classes sericusly particularly

with the renewal of the Church and the Ecumenical days the younger generation would be

facing. I mentioned that if any boy
seriously and make it impossible for
the student and the parent and discu

or girl would refuse consistently to take the classes
the othérs to learn, that I would get together with
ss whether or not the young person should continue

on with his classes at the present time. I certainly wouldn't refuse my people my

privilege of teaching them. 1 did n
to 1t =~ it was glven in a mapner of

ot lose my temper -- my sermon had no impatience
a general conversation of the problem facing the

parish today -- in fadt, the problem faging the Cpurch in generals I told them that
we in rural parishes, particularly, had some very severe problems ahead of us if the

shortage of vocations continues, and
was so vital to the retention of a p

Relative to the children: I meet my

that the interest and cooperation of the parish
arish set-up, a pastor, and a program.

people every Sunday after each Mass 25 they lesve

the Church. The children gather around me, I pick some of them up and talk to them ~-

the parents pause and talk. 1 have
gesture -- AND PARTICULARLY HOW THE
weeks ago, on my birthday, twenty ch
years of age, came over to the Kecto
"dragged" me across the street th th
They haq prepared..a birthday cake, h
had two Curtiss C ndy bars, because

had nothing but compliments on the warmth of this
CHTLDREN LOVE TO TALK TO FATHER AFTER MASS! Two
{1dren, ranging from the sixth grade down to three
ry, shouted MHappy Birthday, F ther Curtis," and
e residence (6 children in that family).

ad chipped in to buy me a sport shirt, and also
my name was F,ther Curtis. I don't think this

gives evidence th&t I am terrorizing the children,

I have reorganized tbe C.Y.O. group
far. I have had $00 % attendance.

summer for discussion programs -- an
home each summer, These students ar

in the parish. We have had two meetings thus

My college youth gathgred at the R“ctory this

d want this program to continue when they return

e from C tholic arnd secular campuses -- including

WCO000377

YR



wC

As I have been writing this letter to you this afternoon, I have been interrupted by
a telephone call from He called to request
my presence to Judge the Homecoming candidate program. He told me that the high
school students, both C, tholic and non-Catholic, requested him to call me to see if
I could be with them for this program. This hardly bespeaks a role of terror in the
heart ef youth because of F,ther Curtis.

I haye had four Lay Advisory Beadd meetings since I haye been here -- no decision
relative tosany program of re-adjustment or re-organization (including the selling
of the house, recently*) has been made without consulting the people.

I am at a tetal loss as to why such a letter was sent to you. I realisze that vhateve:
I say is usually considered at an attempt at self-justifications I am simply giving
you the facts. Again, I resent very much that you would consider me so imprudent
26 to mention this letter from the pulpit. I regret that it came to you; but it
could quite possibly be from one who is totally opposed to getting out of a routine .

At the vacation school progra, this summer, I went over with the children, brought

my guitar, and we sang some wonderful songs together. The Sisters thought the whole
summer program and guitar music the most fascinating they had experienced in a summer
progrem. And the children flocked around all of us. This "“terror" bit, I simply don't

L]

I love this Diocese with a1l of my heart -- and I don't thihk you can look back upon
the years to discover at any time when I have ever refused my service in any fashien.
I, haye preached retreats, given 40 hours, donated vestments and a station to the New
C thedral in its days of construction, I haye been Newman Club vhaplain, I haye given
< the Sisters of hhis Diocese monthly conferences for seven years -- Scripture lessons
9 for the past four -- neither you nor any pastor has every called upon me and ever
Jy £244] . received a "No."” T have managed my time and disciplinebd my time in order to be at
&izﬁ”*ﬁ’th° disposal of many with the talents I think God has given me -- and talents I
/ desperately want to use for His work in this Diocese. But if you are totally convinced
7-¢”’ that T am a man of short temper and impatience, if you are totally convinced this
- ﬁ&)truly wicked letter carries a grain of truth, then perhaps you might wish me to

"‘%iJJ”;work in apother Diocese,

o
U*4udzb Tn our last conversation you broke me down as I ha,e nevsr been broken by anyons,
fwnfq and you had at one brief moment a tone of contempt in your veice that simply shattered

me more than you will ever realize. 1 say, none of these things in disrespect -- because
s 1 revere you as my Bishop, and I have admxred you tremendously as a man. I was hoping
’zi,/’ that that conwersation would be the last of any kind of that type ofthing -- and thin

this letter.

You may believe what you wish —- andyou may advise me accordingly. I am sorry, truly
so, that we just don't seem to get along.

I am respectfully yours in Christ,

\Jaf/ thor ConT.

WCO000378

B A kAR D

IR TR



wC

June 10, 1967

Dear

I am sorry to hear that you hawe again come into con-
flict with Father Curtis. 1 do not entirely understand the
problems or the reason for so much excitement in spite of what
seems to be a particular difficulty which we would hope could
be amicably settled. :

You expressed the wish that I should not notify
Pather Curtis that I received a letter from you, but I do not
know just how I oan counsel or advise him unless X have some
specific matter to present to him. :

I do not know of any reasom for you to resign your
deanexry office in the Coumcil of Catholic Women.

: . At times a problem such as you have mentioned re-
quires that we place our trust in God's divine providence and
to accept the cxoss in.the spirit of resignation and humility
that God may accept our distress as an act of penance for oux-

sexvee.

I aﬁ pleaséd to hear ﬁhat was 80
helpful to you and 1 am sure that when matters subside
Father Curtis will again prove to be of great help to you.

Sincerely in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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June 10, 1967 i

Rt. Rev. Msgr, J. Stanley Hale
St. Mary's Church
Worthington, Minnesota

Dear Monsignor Hale,

I am enclosing a letter that I have received
from a lady in Brewster, I had hoped that peace and calm
was reigning there since it has been many months since 1
have had any outcries or criticism., I am sending this
letter to you in confidence so that you wmay in youxr own
inimitable way restore peace and harmony at Brewster,

I trust that your health is improving because
we need your continuance in the apostolate at Worthington
and its envixrons,

Sincerely in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

WC000290



October 18, 1967

Reverend William D, Curtis
St. Joseph's Church
Jasper, Minnesota

Dear Father Curtis,

I have’just finished reading your column in
The Courier, I regret very much that you thought it
wise to publish the particular article in this week's
issue on contraception which is a matter that I belleve,
and all other Bishops agree with me, that we leave to
the Holy Father's prudence and judgment.

The continual appearance of such articles in
the Catholic press serves merely to sitr up additional
unrest and misunderstandings. At least this is my humble
opinion; and I would be very happy if you would not
submit anymore articles on that subject to our diocesan

paper.,

Thanking you for your good will and cooperation,
I remain

o

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

WC000291




ST. MARY'S RECTORY
1216 SEVENTH AVENUE
WORTHINGTON, MINNESOTA

April 3, 1968.

Most Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald, D. D.
Bishop of Winona '
275 Harriet St.

Winona, Minnesota.

Most Reverend and dear Bishop Fitzgerald,

I wish to inform Your Excellency
that we have twenty-five converts lined up from our parish for the
sacrament. of Confirmation to be held at 3:00 o'clock on Sunday after-
noon, QApril 28. We have heard nothing from the surrounding parish-
o8 as yet but I presums they have been informed.

Finally, I managed to have a good

talk with Fr. Curtis. He is regularly seeing a good psychiatrist

. . of Sioux Falls and he tells me that the doctor thinks
he is responding very well indeed. The doctor does think that he
needs more work, a larger theater of operations. He does not fancy
at all a chaplaincy of an order of Sisters, The institutlonal bit
is not for him. He even thinks less of Newman work than he did and
since he 1s older than, for instance, a man like , & post
at Mankato would not work out very well. He says he likes the West
and if he could only have a larger parish he would be supremely happy.
His mind is still set on Luverne and he is ready to walt for it. In
the meantime he is by no means unhappy, I think. No complaints come
our way recently. .He is doing a lot of speaking here in towm, at
churches, clubs etc. We are all for it. provided that the ‘people do
not have to absorb a rude jolt. I do not worry or anticipate this.

T would 1like to say a word about anott
er of our priests out here. I have been hearing rumors from all angles
how very anxious , is to get out of Some rumors
make the matter out to be very desperate. So I made it my business to
talk to Sundey night about the rumor., He most emphatically
denied that there was anything! to it. He sddd if the bishop had a mind
to move him he would be perfectly willing to go provided that it could
be considered a promotion. Otherwise he was happy where he was.

We are getting a fine rain today and
everyvody 1s happy, thanks be to God., I Hope Your Excellency is well
and that you came back from St. Louis very optimistic over the state of

the Church.

With every good wish fer your
continued good health, I am

RT. REV, J., S. H.

WC000292
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April 6, 1968

Rt. Rev. Msgr. J. Stanley Hale
St. Mary's Church
Worthington, Minnesota 56187

Dear Monsignor Hale,

Thank you for your letter of April 3., I am pleased to
hear that you will have a representative number of converts as
candidates for Confirmation to be held at St. Mary's on April 28
at 3:00 p.m. This will include Mass on that occasion.,

I have not written directly to the pastors of the
parishes in the counties indicated in my schedule inviting them
to participate in this ceremony at St. Mary's by presenting any
candidates over the age of 14 they may have from thelr parishes.
I am sure that the number will not be very large so that we can
easily accommodate them with your class,

The pastors will be informed that they should have
their candidates report at St. Mary's at two o'clock on that
Sunday afternoon with a personal sponsor and also a card from
their pastor indicating their eligibility. Wwe would ask you to
include the names in the register of all confirmed which would

be sent to the Chancery after the ceremony.

-'T thank you.very much also for the other information
you had in your letter and I assure you that I shall keep the
matters in mind in the administration of the needs of the

Diocese.

Wishing you and your household and all your people of
God the blessings of a joyous Easter, I remain

Sincerely vours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

i
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Father Willlam Doran Curtis
Sacred Heart Church
Brewster, Minnesota -- 56119

July 21, 1968

The Most Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota -- 55987

Dear Bishop Fltzgerald:

This past week, I have been at home with my brother and sisters -« all
of us having been called to the bedside of my mother who suffered a
serious stroke. Her entire léft side is paralyzed, but the doctors
have a degree of optimism relative to eventual recovery from the
stroke. I am sure that all of us will deeply appreciate your prayers
for this intention.

When I returned to Brewster, I had Monsignor Tighe's letter concerning
the possibllity of my accepting the responsibilities of St. Theodore's
Parish in Albert Lea. I will be most happy to accept the pastorate

at St, Theodore's, I don't know just how one can pick out a life devoid
of problems or challenges or responsibilitles -- so I'm quite ready to
be of assistance to you in easing some of the burden you bear in

trying to place the priests in your jurisdiction. I think I could be
quite happy in Albert Lea.

Monslgnor Tighe mentioned something pertinent to the assignment of

assistants to work with me. I have been given to understand that

there might be some problems in effecting convenient assignments for
I would be more

than pleased to have either work with me, . partlcularly,
have I known for many years -- and his work at Albert Lea could be
quite beneficial at Lea College, getting the students organized more

and more as that college develops, At any rate, I am willing to

work with these men.

I wish to thank you for considering my assignment to St. Theodore!s.
I'l1l do the best I can -- I rather look forward to the challenge.

With kind personal regards, I remaly,
Respectfully in Christ,

J

Bl \ial e
Father wﬁiim D3'1'~an Curtis
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July 23, 1968

Reverend Willlam D. Curtis
Sacred Heart Church
Brewster, Mlnnesota

Dear Father Curtis,

I am pleased to appolnt you, effective August 21,
to be pastor of St. Theodore's Church in Albert Lea and also
to provide for the spiritual and material welfare of the
St. Mary's Church., The parish of St. Jsmes at Twin L~kes
is also included in the responsibilities of the pastor of
St. Theodore's, but it is administered by the senior

agsociate.

You will kindly arrange with Monsignor Jennings,
Dean of Mower and Freeborn Countles, or his delegate, for

your formal fnstallation.

with prayers that God may bless you and your work
in your new assighment as He has blessed you in the other
assignments which you haye capably performed during the
past twenty-one years, I beg to remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Blshop of Winona

WC000295
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His Excellency

The Most Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald, D. D.
Bishop of Winona

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

I herewith resign my pastorate at

Sacred Heart Church, Brewster to be
effective August 21, 1968 and accept the pastorate
of St. Theodore Church, Albert Lea

I will report at my new assignment on _Auqust 21, 1968 .

Faithfully yours in Christ,

\--:2 ;:)/,;;?ﬁ; qwu—/j:uu«. @.:Z_-;/
DateG;.wa/‘ =/, ’j’édﬂ
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Decree of Pogsession

In Nomine Domini. Amen.

Under the Roman Pontificate of His Holiness, Pope_Paul VI

The Most Reverend Edward A. Fitzagerald being Ordinary of the Diocese of Winona,

, Dean of this district and delegate

aRgﬁgrgnh William D. Curtis

the possession of the

3?;[&5[1 of st. Theodore ) Albert Lea, Minnesota

NAME OF CHURCRH NAME OF CITY

to which he has been canonically appointed Q/M-m_x.‘uwé = £y 4 9 6J7

DATE

!’

Witness

This document is to be signed before the services and is read after the transfer of the
symbols of pastoral prerogatives and powers.
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Profession of Faiun ana wawn against Modernism

I, with a flrm faith, believe and profess each and dll the articles that aré contalned in the Nicaean Creed which is
used by the Holy Roman Church. 1belleve In one God, the Father.Almighty, creator ¢f heaven and ecrth, and of all
things visible and invistble. I believe in one Lord, Tesus Christ, the only be_qottéh Son of God, bomn of the Father be-
fore dll:ages; God of God, Light of Light, True God of True God; begotten, ndt :mads, -of one substance with the
Father, through whom all things were created. For us men and for aur salvation He came down from heaven, and
by the ‘Holy Spirit was made flesh of the Virgin Mary; and becams man. He was crucified also for us, suffered un-
der Pontius Pilate, and was buried. And on the third day He rose, according to the Scriptures, and He ascended
into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father. And He shall came again in glory te judge the living and
the dead; of whose relgn there shall be no end. I belleve in the Holy Spirit, Lord and giver of lifse, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son. Who together with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified; who spoke through
the prophets. I belleve In one, holy, catholic and apostolic church. T confess one baptism for the remisslon of sins.
And I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen

I admit and embrace most firmly the apostolic and ecclesiastical tradition and all the other constitutions and pre-
scriptions of the Church.

1 admit the Sacred Scriptures according 1o the sense which has been held and which is still held by holy Mother
Church, whose duly it is to judge the true sense and interpretation of the Sacred Scriptures, and I shall never accept
or Interpret them except according to the unanimous consent of the Fethers.

I profess that the sacraments of the New Law are, truly and preclsely seven in number, Instituted by Our Lord
Jesus Christ for the salvation of mankind, though all are not necessary for each individual: Baptism, Confirmation,
Eucharist, Penance, Extreme Unction, Holy Orders, and Matrimony. [ profess that ail confer grace and that of these
Baptisin, Conﬁrmanon, and Holy Orders cannot bs repeated without sacrilege.

1 also accept and admit the ritual of the Cathollc Church -in the solemn adminstration of all the above-mentioned
sacraments.

I accept and hold, in each and -every part, all that has been defined and declared by the Sacred Council of
Trent concerning Orlainal Sin and Justification. 1 profess that in the Mass is offered to God a true, real, and propiti-
atory. sacriftce for the living and the dead: that in the Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist is really, truly, cnd substan-
liclly the Body and Blood together with the soul and Divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ, and that there takes place what
the Church calls transubstantiation, that is the change of all the substance of bread into the Body and of all substance
of wine into the Blood. I confess also that in receiving under either of these species one receives Jesus Christ, whole

and entire.

I firmly hold that Purgatory exists end that the souls detained there can be helped by the prayers of the faithful,
Likewlse I hold that the saints, who reign with Jesus Christ, should be venerated and invoked, that they offer prayers

to God for us cmd that thelr relics cre to be venerated.

I profess firmly that the images of Jesus Christ and of the Mother of Ged, ever Virgin, as well as of all the salnts
should be held and retained and given due honor and veneration. I also affirm that Jesus Christ left to the Church
the faculty to gromt Indulgences and that their use is most salutary to the Christian people. I recognize the holy
Roman, Catholic, and Apostolic Church as the mother and teacher of all the Churches and I promise and swear true
obedience to the Roman Pontiff, successor of St. Peter, Prince of the Apostles, and Vicar of Jesus Chrlst,

Besides [ accept, without hesitation, and profess all that has been handed down, defined, and declared by the
Sacred Canons and by the general Councils, especially by the Sacred Council of Trent and by the Vatican General
Council, and in a special manner concerning the primacy and infallibility of the Roman Pontiff. At the same time
I condernn and reprove all that the Church has condemned and reproved. This same Catholic faith, outside of which
nobody can be saved, which I now freely profess and to which I truly adhere, the same I promise and swear to
malntain ond profess, with the help of God, entire, inviolate, and with firm constancy until the last breath of life; and
I shall strive, as far as possible, that this same faith shall be held, taught, and publicly professed by all those who

depend on me and by those of whom I shall have charge.

I therefore promise, swear and vow.

I firmly hold and accept each and every definition of the unerring teaching of the Church, with all she has
maintained and declared, but especlally those points of docirine which expressly combat the errors of our time.
In the first place I profess my bellef that God, the beginning and end of all, can be certainly known and thersfors
proved to exist by the natural light of reason from the things that are made, that ls, fromn the visible works of the crea-
tion as a cause from its effect. Next I recognize and acknowledge the external arguments of revelation, that is, dt-
vine facts, especially miracles and prophecies, as most cerldin slgps of thé divine origin of the Christian religion,
and I hold that these are altogether sulted to the understundlnq of; qt\raqr tffe and of all men, also of our times. Third-
ly I likewlise hold with firm faith that the Church, the guardign cm gnt of the revealed Word, was proximately
and directly founded by the true and historic Christ Himself, while He dwelt cmongst us, and that she was also bullt
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upon Petg}-], the Prince of the Apostolic Hierwuvuiy, wiu upwis e suwesasors to the end of time. Fourthly, I sincerely
accept the teaching of faith as transmitted down to us from the Apostles through the orthodox Fathers in the same
sense and even In the same wording; and, therefore, I wholly reject the heretical notions of the evolution of dogmas,
which pass from one sense to another alien to that which the Church held from the start; and I likewise condemn
every error whereby is substituted for the divine deposlt, entrusted by Christ to His Spouse and by Her faithfully
guarded, a philosophic system or the creatlon of a human consciousness, gradually refined by the striving of men
and finally to be perfected hereafter by indefinite progress. Fifthly, I hold for certaln and sincerely profess that Falth
is not blind religious sense making its way out of the hidden reglons of the sub-liminal consclousness, morally linged
by the influence of heart and will, but Is a true assent of the Intellect to truth recelved from without by hearing, an

assent whereby we believe to be true, because of the cuthority of the all-true God, whatever by the personal Ged, our

Creator and Lord, has been spoken, testifled and revealed.

I further, with all due reverence, submit cmd with my whole mind adhere to all the condemnations, declara-
tions, and ordinances contained in the Encyclical letter Pascendl and in the Decree Lamentabill, particularly regard-

ing what is called the history of Dogma.

I also reject the error of those who aver that the Falth proposed by the Church may be In conflict with history,
and that Catholic dogmas in the sense In which they are now understood cemnot be harmonized with the more truth-
ful “origins” of Christianity. Moreover, I condemn and reject the opinion which declores that a Christion man of
better culture can assume a dual personality, one as a believer and another as an historlan, as if it were permissible
for the historiom to hold fast what his falth as a bellever contradicts, or to lay down premises from which therg fol-
lows the falsity or the uncertainty of dogmas, provided only that these ore not directly denled. Likewlse I reject that
method of estimating and interpreting Holy Writ, which, setting aside the Church's tradition end the analogy of Faith
and the rules of the Apostolic Ses, adopts the rationalists’ principles amd with equal arbitrariness and rashness
considers criticism of the text the one only supreme rule. Furthermore, [ reject the opinion of those who hold that a
teacher of the science of Historical Theology or the wrller on the subject must first put aside the notlons previously
conceived about the supernatural origin of Catholic' tradition or about the divine ald promised for the perpetual pre-
servation of each revealed truth; then, that the writings of individual Fathers must be interpreted solely by the data of
sclence, without any reference to sacred quthorlty, and with that freedom of judgment wherewith every profane rs-

cord is usually examined,

Finally and in general, I declare myself to be far removed from the error of the modernists who hold that in sa-
cred traditlon there is nothing Inherently divine; or who—far worse still—admit it in a pantheistic sense; so that thus
there would remain only a bare simple fact equal to the ordinary facts of history, viz., that the school started by Christ
and His Apostles finds, in the ages that follow, men to carry it on by their energy, thelr skil], and thelr genius. Where-
fore most firmly do I retain and o my last breath will [ retain the Faith of the Fathers of the Church concemning the
sure endowment of truth, which is, has been, and ever will be In the succession of the Episcopate from the Apostles;
not In such a way that what seems best cmd most fitting cc cording to the refinement of each age may be held, but that
the absolule and_unchangeable truth preached from the beginning by the Apostles may never in any different wise

be believed, never in any different wise be undersioed.

Haec omnia spondeo me fidellter, Integre sincereque servalurum et inviolabiliter custoditurum, nusquam ob
iis sive In docendo sive quomodolibet verbis scriptisque deflectendo. Sic spondeoc, sic juro, sic me Deus adjuvet, et

haec sancta Dei Evangelia.
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Dr. Shannon's decision

How noble is the sentiment which moved the Rey, Wil-
liam Doran Curtis to write, Jan, 12, on behalf of his
friends the Rev, Harvey Epan and Dr, Shannon of this
newspaper. As onere-reads the letter, it becomes evident
that Fuather Curtis was nol duing his best thinking while

writing.

May I put the issue of Dr. Shunnon's not speaking in the
Cathalic Church during its formal worship in perspec-
tive? To practice law, one must pass successfully a bar
examination and act according (o the canons of the law
society. A lawyer may lose his right to practice law for
violations of certnin canons. Others study the healing

arts for long years before receiving the privilege of prac-
ticing medicine. On sad occasions, the medical society
may act to bar ane of Its members from the practice of

medicine,

What Dr, Shannon's deeision to resipn meant is that a
voici by which we had been inspired, a heart 1o which
we had responded, & presence by which we bad heen
warmed, wauld be with 15 np longer, in our chapels, at
our altars, during our sacred worship., The decision to
withdraw was that of Dr. Shannon. Let no reasonable
person use this occasion for a childish outhurst agninst
the Catholic Church.—The Rey. John J, 0'Sullivan, the
Church of the Visitation, Minneapolis.
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'Dr. Shannon and church’ officials
Thanks for your covéra‘ge of the "spanking" archdioce-:
san’ officials attempted to give to Dr. James Shannon
(Tribune, Dec, 31). 1 cannot help but wonder, however,
upon whom the ullimate sting of the "spanking' will
prevail,- One gets wearyof the lepalistic and pietistic
church' attempting to manipulate lives along such out-

‘worn procedures as "'excommunication’! to: silence ap-

thentic voices being raised to renew the hearts of Chris-
tian people. , . o ;

Recently, the Rev, Robert T. Drinan, S, J.,' Democratic
member of the House of Representatives, criticized the
U.S." churches for noninvolvement in such matters as
nuclear weapons, stockpiling, world-wide famine, amnes-
ty and‘aid to developing countfries. In his address to the

Academy of Religion, Father Drinan accused the chuych-

es of "always begging“for something to protect their in.
stitutions," of pleading for monies and subsidies for bus'
transportation, for reinstatement of laws prohibiting

. abortion,

The reaction of the archdiocese to a Dr. Shannon brings a

great ‘question to’ my'mind about the funadmental law of
charity; as. against cannon law's ridiculqus presumptions
of excbmmunicating_any truthfilly believing péerson in his

relationship to Chyist, 1 see the' Catholi¢ Church contin-

Jally failing in its'mission to: speak the loving truth of .

Jesus; rather, it seems: toworry more about such trivia
as communion in the hand and institutional celi bacy.

Iam a good fripnd of the Rev. Harvey Egan,.and applaud
his attempts 10 dnswer the cdll of ‘the Second Vatican
Council hy facing reality in parish life today. To call upan
Dr, Shantion to speak with his au; héntic vaice is-a tribute
to}thg;'san_se of daring and ‘courage Father Egan possesses.

I dm- gratefu] ‘that- the ‘Tribune -carries Dr. Shannon's
cohumn. The church -can’play :medieval, games Jike ex-
communication, suspension, ‘threat of mortal sin and pu-
nitive!silence.. Few are-reallyinterésted in such games
any more. Increasing numbers are hungry for the actual
reality of Christ's. presence’in men and woinen of integri-
iy. And it is good t0'read Dr. Shannén's observations
each week in lighl ‘of the silence attempted against him
by the'church he continues to love, — The ‘Rev. William
Doran Curtis, St. Theodore's Church, Albert Lea, Minn,
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e 316 E. CLARK STREET : ALBERT LEA, MINNESOTA
=E0,

The Most Reverend Loras J., Watters
Bishep ef Winena

275 Harriet Street

Winena, Minneseta ~ 55987

Dear Bishep:

Felloewing yeur visitation with earlier this week, I
presume it would be advisable at this time to place seme feelers fer
his replacement at St. Theedore's. I knew that yeu have many things
on yeur agenda at the present time -- se I am not writing with any
intentien te pressurize fer lmmedlacy in this matter.

I am in fend hepes that a replacement will be pessible at your earliest
convenience, hewever; and I can handle matters fer a
time. In dlscussing the parish with ysu when you were here, and showing
you the general eutlines of the Albert Lea comminity, makes it pessible
for me at this time te stress what I consider te be mest advantageeus

for the parish.

dork was well dene, and I would like to see his
replacement characterized with some ef his qualifications relative
te taking car e of the adult educatien pregram and the werk with the
students at Lea Cellege. As I mentiened to yeu, almest a total ene-
half ef the Lea College enrollment is Cathelic ~-- roughly feur hundred
students. We have a great deal of ceunseling situatiens with these
students -- and I might add, teo, that many nen-Cathelic students come
to us fer guldance and advice; fertunately,tee, the glack students
have identified mere with St, Theedore's Church than with the ether
Churches in the cammunity,

I would like te suggest the names of a few »riests whom I would
consider geed replacements for =~ young nen whe ceuld
well handle the area of werk whioh would be entrusted to hims
== his degree in counselling ceuld be of inestimable
value in werking with Lea Cellege students; pessibly he would be
invited te take one day a week at the Cellege as counseller. The
First Lutheran Church here in Albert Lea has underwritten a chair =
of theolegy at the College -- we could pesaibly make some centributien

of personnel, tee.
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I have alae theusht of such young men as
Men such as these cenld do micn geea an

Albert Lea -~ and in thinking ef such men, I do have te consider eur
responsibility te the work invelved at Lea Cellege,

~-~ I alse have another "problem" at this time:

A young man, . _ . , 8sen af _ of this parish,
wishes to marry a Episcepsliin), daughter ef '
of Albert Lea, Minnesota,

- at the present time 1s serving in the United States Navy, and
his fiance is completing her senier yearat the University ef Minneseta.
They wish te be married en because this is the enly date

convenlently available fer ’ Navy "leave',

plans on becoming a Cathelic after the marriage.
will cemplete his service cemmitment in anether year. But the "hitch"
for the mement is thelr desire te have the wedding at Christ Episcopal
Church here in Albert Lea, with myself present to witness te the
marriage fer its valldity in the Cathelio Church. Such precednre has
taken place dwlce befere in Albert Lea in the Iutheran Church.

. the Paater ef Christ Episcepal Church, and I are
very geed friends, and with yeur consent, I have ne ebjectiens in
consclence to witness a marriage in these cenditiens -- and with
intentisns te bedeme Catholic in the near future, this final gesture
te her family ceuld be a gracious consideratien on the part ef the

Church,

I weuld like te have yeur thinking en this prier te filling eut marriage
forms -- I do think the marriage will ge threugh with er witheut my
presence; accerdingly, sharing the ceremeny with the Episcepal priest
might remeve all the work eventually ef revalidatien.

I must apolegize for the length ef this cerrespondsnce -- but I knew that
yeu are busy, and right now there is a bit ef an oenrush in owr immediate
rectory life here at St. Theodore's. Perhaps the lengthly correspendence,
after all, relieves additenal letters, etc.

It was mest pleasant being with you this past Menday merning, and I rsmain
8o vergy grateful for the time yeu teek te take a leek at the parish
territorial and preperty situatien,

With my very kind regards, I remain,
Respectfully in Christ,

bt (Lils

Father Willian Deran Curtis
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SR 316 E. CLARK STREET - ALBERT LEA, MINNESOTA
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M EOIIDRDORIREC

September 6, 1969

The Most Reverend Edward A, Fitzgerald
The Bishop's House

255 Harriet Street

Winona, Mlnnesota - 55987

Dear Bishop Fitzgerald:

I was very pleased, and warmed, by your very
kind and encouraging letter of congratulation. I contents
were welcome and re-assuring.

The week in Atlanta for the National Convention
was a most interesting week -- and bit on the exhausting
side. The new experiences involved in speaking to state
caucuses were exhilarating -- and give just a touch of what
it must be like for the'"real" politicians to go abmt
presenting thelr 'cause." At any rate, the week was a fine
experience in meeting wonderful people and listening to
excellent speeches, and deriving insight from some of the
very demanding programs of the American Legion.

Your prayers will always be appreclated in these
days =- I might add a continued request for my mother's
intentions. She remains paralyzed from last year's stroke,

It has been a bit over a year now, and the preesent situation
seems to be the way she will live out here days. Her mind

is clear; she can speak; and has a wonderful sense of humor --
so spiritually and psychologically all is well and healthy.
But we do continue to be aware of thils very vital woman

hit with paralysis. God's ways are always demanding of great

faith. She has this. *

Hoping that all is well with you in these days
of your life, and again, expressing my sincere gratitude
for the kindness of your letter, I remain,

Respectfully in Christ,

NN
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reached for the Host, I know that in consclence I have no alternative but to
follow the example of Archbishop Byrnecand publish in the COURRIER as he di’zﬁ
in the BULLETIN the clear statement that the priest {s obliged to place the
Host on the tongue of the receipent. 1 am confident that those who in good
faith deviated from the only approved manner will be most willing to make the
necessary change; 1 say this with all the greater assurance because of the
perfect-cooperation of the people of St. Theodore's on last Sunday. 1 was
most grateful to all of them for their willing response once I explained my
responsibility and asked for their -help.

Yesterday ad the first saession for priests on the new Order of the Mass |
took occasion to review this point; I intend to discuss it tomorrow and on
next Tuesday and Thursday with the priests who will come to the seminary.
Also, I plan to talk in the partshes where there seems to be some confusion
about the approved manner of receiving the Holy Eucharist, By Palm Sunday
when the new Order of the Mass will begin to be followed 1 pray that our
people in the diocese of Winona will have the special joy of knowing that .
our approved liturgical books have restored unity in worship and in the ad-
ministration &f the Sacraments. :

No dobbt, Father Winkels and Fathef Haley have discussed this matter
with you as well as our conversation about the age for Confirmation. As
1 told your twd flhe asgoclates, I can appreciate your point of view; how-
ever, I also see some problems which might result from postponing Con-
firmation until senior year in high school. It seams to me that the years
of secondary schooling are just the ones during which many students ex-
perience doubts about faith and question religlous practices; perhaps the
sacramental graces of Confrimation are just what will help some of them
over this stormy period in their lives. To ask the student to pass the
test and demonstrate his Christian maturity at the exact time psychologists
tell us he is most likely to fail does seem to be a bit unfair.

If attendance at CCD classes bs required for six years before Contirmation,
the question is bound to come up as to what will be done with the student
who didn’t come for two or three years and then decides to come as a juntor
or senifor. Also, those who would be excluded from conflrmation might well
face future problems as they prepare for marriage or {(strange as it might sound

now) ordination,

Perhaps we tan come to some workable solution to your local situation
when you come to the meeting of priests next week. I will be happy to
visit with you then,

With kindest personal greetings to you', Father Curtis, to Father Winkels,
add to Father Haley, ! remain

Fraternally in Christ,

Bl;shop of Winona
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[ Diocese of Winona
Bureau of Priests’ Retirement

3 St. Mary’s College
Winona, Minnesota 55987

March 12, 1971

Rev. William Curtis

gt. Theodore's Church
315 East Clark Street
Albert Lea, MV 56007

peer Father Curtis,

The Retirement Committee of the Bureau of Priests’ Retirement met on March
10, 1971. One of the matters discussed were those priests and parishes in

arrears for 1970.

1f you will consult the Constitution of the Priests' Retirement and Disa-
pility Plan, you will note it provides a grace period for those accounts

in arrears.
Pege 3

A grace period for payment of such dues may be authorized by
the Retirement Committee,

The grace period for 1970 dues without interest has been established by the
Retirement Committee and ends March 31, 19T1.

The Constitution elso provides, and it is up to the discretion of the Re-
tirement Committee, to establish the rate of interest. This hes been es-
tablished at 6% simple interest. This letter, then, is being sent to you
with a statement of the arrears as well as to-give you due notice that be-
ginning April 1, 1971, a 6% simple interest charge per year will be attached

to the arrears.

. Quite obviously, there could be mistakes on our part. Probably, you set aside
your billing and simply forgot it.

The Retirement Committee would be happy to consider any special circumstances
or needs of any priest or parish,

Bincerely yours,

Rev, Robert B, Taylor
-Becretary-Treasurer

RET/J8X
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21 April 92

Bishop Locas J. Watters
Bishop of Windaa

% The Courier -

Pe 0s Box 949 °

Winona, MN 55989

noai Bishop Watters:

Due to the fact that s couple having opanly lived together for over
& year wars racently allowed tha privilege of being married in our

church, with the bride walking down the aisle dressed in WHITE, I

Just had a disagreement with Fr Curtis relative to the morality of

it alle His remark to me was "You do not run the church"y

While I am fully aware of the fact that I do not "run" the church,
when our priassts openly condone this type of situation, I feel we
are in need of new leadershipl When the volce of the people is mot
allowed to be heard,there is something very wrong. I, for one,
cannot and will not support a church that won't listen to its people
and condones makxing a mockery out of virginity.

Fr Curtis has, I have always felt, been a very good friend. However,
apparently his views have changed ragarding situations suech as this.
Therefore, I am withdrawing as a member and supporter of

I cannot support or believe in a church that says one thing, dut does
another. It's nothing but hypocrisy, and I, for one, will not toler~

ate 11
Sincerely,

lca

‘ge to: Fr Williem D. Curtis, Pastor
St. Theodore Catholic Church
311 Bast Clark S¢roet
Albert Lea, MN 56007
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Obvtously, 1 don t oxmt this llttor to change your conviction abqut
'_ymbollc meaning of a bridal gown, Deep feelings and emotions are hardly
avery modified by woeds; 1t would be much better were we able to spend some -
time “In tallr.ing about your reaction and consequent decision. Since that is
“not. ﬁoaalble, may 1 suggest that you spendaa little time in prayerfully re-
flecting on what Christ sald and did in similar situations; also, it might

help to ask: yourulf what color you . would insist upon were your sister or
daughter ever so unfcrf.unate 'md please God this will never happen) as to
be'-"iacsd wlth tha _same d-ollmn. 7ok _

Ltke Ghﬂat Ialul we must hatu and condemn tho sln but lova and 1ift up

__-_,Lhe sinner; &8 much as we mlqht ltke to have it otherwise, His Church exists

- “only to help slnrmrs b-coma saints. That Church will appear in her spotless
‘#plendor only after the general Judgment. when the Son presents all thou He

ft"’d“m‘*d ﬂ"d Bhﬂ holped save to Hls Father.

: _ofora clostnq I mlqht add that vour letter was not torwardad to me &t

of the puishau where 1 was confirmésly during the past three weeks be-
uge. r.ha postofﬁce insisted that 1 sign the receipt personally and pay fifty-
ive cents postage dua. The delay in answering, r.hen, in no way could have
.been prevented and should not be Interpreted as any lack of concern on my :
;'pan. i) lincerely hope that what I have written will encourage you to rejoin

our hellevlng and wouhipplm community at : . v

g thh klndast peraonal greetlnqa, a speclal blesalng for you, and a requeBL
.'for your prayers, I remaln : _

‘Fratemally (n Christ Jesus,

Bishop of Winona
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Septamber 23, 1974

Dear

~ As Bishop Watters is in Rome, I wish to acknowledge
receipt of your letter regarding the marriage of your daughter.
Be asasured that I shall bring your letter to the Bishop's at-
tention when he returns to the Chancery. .

I am truly sorry to hear that your daughter is
planning to marxy in the Lutheran Church. I hope and pray
that she might sometime in the future decidé totprofess her
Faith and return to the Catholic Church. I know that you

will pray for this intention.
Personal best wishes,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Rav. Magr. Emmett F, Tighe
Chancellor

WC000389




wC

October 1, 1974

Rev, Willlam D, Curtis
St. Theodore's Church
315 E. Clark Street

Albert Lea, MN 56007

Dear Father Curtis,

Thank you for your letter of September 27th, I will try to explain our
system of bookkeeping to you which will help you understand the situ-

ation,

I am enclosing your copy of the statement so that you may refer to it.
On or about January 18t of each year we send out the first quarter bil-
ling for that year. You will note that at that time, you were also billed
for $240 from 1973 which we received and credited to you on Ianuary 2,
1974. Each quarter you are billed for $60 plus the amount that has re-'
mained unpaid from previous quarters. On or about October 1st, we
sent the fourth quarter billing. You will note that you are billed for
$60--which 18 the guarter billing now due--plus $180, which is the
amount due from the three previous quarters. This amount ig not ne-
cessarily in arrears. An account only becomes arrears when it is
carried from one year to the next, All accounts are due and payable

up to Dacember 31st,

It was generally agreed that we use the quarter billing system. However,
if you prefer to pay the full amount at the end of the year, this is cer-

tainly acceptable.

I hope I have not confused you even more. If you have any further ques-
tiona, please do not hesitate to emtact me,

Sincerely yours,

[Rev.] Robert H, Taylor ' !
Secretary-Treasurer

RHY/}sk
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Januexy 8, 1976

The Reverend William D, Curtis
St. Theodore Church
Albert Lea, Minnesota

Dear Father Curtis,

I am pleased to appoint you Pastor of the Parish of St., Teresa,
Mapleton, effective January 28, 1976, You may ennounce this appointment to
your peoplae on Sunday, January 11, I comait to you the full care of souls
of these parishes with all faculties, duties, rights, and privileges ac-
cording to the Code of Canon Law and our diocesan statutes,

Enclosed is the form of resignation of your parish and acceptance of
Your new sgsignment, I ask that you asign this and return it to the Chancery.
I delegate the Reverend Monsignor Raymond J. Jansen, Vicar of Region III, to
install you in your new pastorel assignment. Your installation should be er-
ranged for as soon es is convenient for you and for Monsignor Jansen, This
ceremony should ba a public event to whioh all the members of the parish
should be invited, It is en importent sign by which pastoral authority is
entrusted to you, I shall enclos¢ the Deoree of Foaseasion and the Pro-
fessinn of Faith and Cath Againgt Modernism which you should teake at the
time of your installation. Please send these documents to the Chancery im-
mediately arter the ceremony of 1natn11ation.

I wish at this time to ocommend you for your wonderful priestly work
exnroised_ in all pastoral offices to which you mve been assigned. I am sure
that you will give the people of God of your new perish the same gealous at-
tention which you have given to sll who have lived under }your cere,

As both of us know, the Seoond Vatican Council and the implementation
of its directives by the Sacred Congregstions, especlally For the Doctrine of
the Faith, For the Discipline of the Sacraments, For Divine Worship, and For
Catholic Eduocation continues to touch and influence the faith life of the
people in every parish, In esking you to share with me the serious responsi-
bility of providing pastoral care to all the people living within the boundaries
of St, Teresa Parigh, inocluding those who for whatever reason have grown care-
less in the practice of their faith, I wish to stress the impor?iﬂﬂe of cele-
brating the Fucharistic Liturgy and the Sacraments according to’the revissd rite.
The various options which our offieial liturgical books provide can be used to
nourish the faith and devotion of our people if they are prepared for their use
by careful explanations., From time to time end with an emncuncemsnt of the
fact, the New Order of the Mass should be celebrated in the pntin language
(the Kyrie, Gloria, Credo, Sanctus, Agnus Dei either sung or. recitad by the
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The Reverend Willism D. Curtis
January 8, 1976
Page two

pscple with the Preface, Hucharistic Prayer, and Communion Rite prayed out |
loud by the celebrant), -

In order that the people plsy their proper roles in the life and
worship of the Church, each parish must have sn elected parish gouncil with
worklng committees (e.g. Liturgy, Rduoation, Temporal Affairs, Community Life,
and Vocations). Each parish is expected to send elected representatives to
the meeting of the Regional Pastorsl Council end to cooperate with the other
parishes in the activities and projects of the Diocesan Pastoral Council.
Your leadership in your parishes is the one single factor that will further
the interior life and spiritusl renewal of your parishionera,

With kindest personal greetings and asking for your prayers ,» I
remain '

Fraternelly yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

Pleagse complete the enclosed {inancial statements of your parishes for July 1
to December 31, 1975. Keep one copy of each for the parish files and send

one oopy to the Chancery,
6c: Rev. Msgr. Reaymond J. Jansen
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His Excellency

The Most Reverend Loras J. Watters, D. D.
Bishop of Winona

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

I herewith resign my pastorate at St. Theodore,

Albert Lea, and St. James, Twin Lakes to be

effective January 28, 1976 and accept the pastprate

of St. Teresa Church, Mapleton

I will report at'my new assignment on _January 28, 1976

Faithfully yours in Christ,

Date Qﬁum? /S }Q?’é

/!
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Becree of Possession

In Nomine Domini. Amen.

Under the Roman Pontificate of His Holiness, Pope__Paul VI )

The Most Reverend Loras J. Watters being Ordinary of the Diocese of Winona,
Vicar of Region IIT

I, Rev. Msgr. Raymond J. Jansen ) Ahiedistsickund delegate
of the Most Reverend Ordinary, give to the
%eﬁgrenh William D. Curtis -
the possession of the
aﬁaﬁgh of  St. Teresa ,__Mapleton, Minnesota

January 28, 1976

DATE

KA G oneer)

to which he has been canonically appointed _

¢ Déafi—Delegate
LY LT
Witness
2 AA £ Clsfens
\ Witness

This document is to be signed before the services and is read after the transfer of the
symbols of pastoral prerogatives and powers,
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Profession of Faith and Qath Against Modernism

§, with: o firm fadth, believe cnd profess each: and all the articles that are contained in. the Nicaecm. Creed: whickh is
used by the Holy Romar Church. I believe in one Ged, the Father Almighty,. creator of heaven and earth, and of alb
things: visible and invisible. Lbelieve in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only begotten. Son: of God, borrr of the: Father be-
fore ol ages; God of God, Light of Light, True God of True God; begotten, not made; of one substance with the,
Father, thraugh whom. all things were created. For us men and for our salvation He came down from heaven:, end
by the Holy Spirt was made flesh of the Virgin Mary; end became man. He wus: erucified also for us;, suffered. un-
der Pontius Pllate, and was burled. And on the third day He rose; according: to the Scriptures. and He ascended
into heaven, He is seated at the right hand of the Father. And.He shall come agaln In.glary to judbethe: Hving and
the dead; of whose reign there shall be no end. 1 believe in the Holy Spirlt, Lord and giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, Who together with the Father and the Son is adored and glerified; wha spoke through
the: prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholle and apostolic church. I confess one: hapilsm for the remission. of sins.
And I look forward fo the resumrection of the dead and the life of the world to. come. Amen.

I gdmit and embrace most firmly- the: apostolic and ecclesiastical tradition and all the: other: constthrtions andt pre-
scriptions of the Church.

L admit the: Sacred Scriptures according ta. the sense wihich has heen held: and which is. still hald by haly Mothes
Church, whose duty it is to judge the true sense and interpreiation of the Sacred Scriptures, and. I shell never accept
ar interpret them. except according to the unanimous consent of the: Fathers.

I profoss that the sacraments of the New Law are, truly ecmd' precisely seven in number, fstituted by Ous Lore
Jesua:Christ for the. salvation of mankind, though all are not necessary for each individual: Boptism, Confismertion,
Eucharist, Penance, Extreme Unction, Holy Orders, end Matrimony. [ profess. that all confer grace and. that of thege
Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Crders. cannot be repsated: without sacrilege..

I also accept and admit the ritual of the: Catholie' Church i the solemn adminstration of alk the above:mentioned
sacrarents, b :

E accept and hold, in each and every part, all that has. been defined and declared. by the: Sacred Council of
Trent concerning Original Sin and Justification. [ profess. that in the Mass: is offered to Ged « true; recl, end propiti-
afory sacrifice. for the living and the dead; that in the Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist is really; truly; and. substarr-
tlally the Body and: Blood together with: the soul and Dixinity of our Lord Jesus: Christ, emd thet there fukes pluce what
the Church calls transubstantiation, that s the change of all the substemce of bread into the Body and of all substance
of wing Into the Blood.. I confess also that i receiving’ under either of these species one receives Josus. Christ. whole:

cmed entine: '

I firmly hold that Purgatory exists omd that the souls detained there can: be helped: by the prayera of. the faithfal
Likewise I hold that the saints, who reign with Jesus Christ, should be venerated and invoked, that they offer prayers

to-God. for us and. that their relics are-to- be- venerated.

I profess firmly that the images of Jesus Christ and of the Mother of God, ever Virgin, as well as. of alf the:saints.
should be held and retained and given due honer and veneration. I also affirm that Jesus Christ left to the Church
the faculty to grant Indulgences and that their use is most salutary to the Christian people. I recognize the holy
Roman, Catholic, and Apostolic Church as the mother and teacher of all the Churches and I promise and swear true
obedience to the Romoem Pontiff, successor of St, Peter, Prince of the Apostles, and Vicar of Jesus Christ,

Besides I accept, without hesitation, and ‘profess all that has been handed down, defined, eand declared by the
Sacred Canons and by the general Councils, especially by the Sacred Council of Trent and by the Vatican General
Councll, and in a special manner concerning the primacy cnd infallibility of the Romem Porntiff. At the same time
I condemn and reprove all that the Church has condemned and reproved. This same Catholic faith, outside of which
nobody can he saved, which 1 now freely profess and to which I truly adhere, the same I promise and swear ic
malntain and profess, with the help of God, entire, inviclate, and with firm constancy until the last breath of life; and
1 shall strive, as far as possible, that this same faith shall be held, taught, end publicly professed by all those who
depend on me and by those of whom I shall have charge.

I therefore promiss, swear and vow.

I firmly hold and accept each and every definition of the unerring teaching of the Church, with all she has
maintained and declered, but especially those points of doctrine which expressly combat the errors of our time.
In the first place I profess my belief that God, the beginning and end of all, can be certainly known and therefore
proved to exlst by the natural light of reason from the things that are made, that is, from the vistble works of the crea-
tion as a cause from its effect. Next I recognize and acknowledge the external arguments of revelation, that is, di-
vine facts, especially miracles and prophecies, as most certain signs of the divine orlgin of the Christlan religion,
and [ hold that these are altogether suited to the understanding of every age and of all men, also of our imes. Third-
ly I ikewise hold with firm faith that the Church, the guardiem and expenent of the revealed Word, was proximately
and directly founded by the true and historle Christ Himself, while He dwelt amongst us, and that she was also bullt
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upon Peter, the Prince of the Apostolic Hierarchy, and upon his successors to the end of tme. Fourthly, I sincerely
accept the teaching of faith as transmitted down to us from the Apostles through the orthodox Fathers in the same
sense and even in the same wording; and, therefore, I wholly reject the heretical notions of the evolution of dogmas,
which pass from one sense to dnother alien to that which the Church held from the start; and 1 likewise condemn
every error whereby is subslituted for the divine deposit, entrusted by Christ to His Spouse and by Her faithfully
guarded, a philosophic system or the creation of a human consciousness, gradually refined by the striving of men
and finally to be perfected hereafler by indefinite progress. Fifthly, I hold for certain and sincerely profess that Faith
is'not blind religious sense making its way out of the hidden regions of the sub-liminal consclousness, morally tinged
by the influence of heart and will, but is a true assent of the intellect to truth received from without by hearing, an
assent whereby we believe to be true, because of the authority of the all-true God, whatever by the personal God, our
Creator and Lord, has been spoken, testified and revealed.

I"turther, with all due reverence, submit arid with my whole mind adhere o all the condemnations, declara-
tions, arid ordinances contained in the Encyclical letter Pascendi and in the Decree Lamentabili, particularly regard-

ing what is called the history of Dogma,

" I also reject the error of those who aver that the Faith proposed by the Church mery be in conflict with history,
and that Catholic dogmas in the sense in which they are now understood cannot be harmonized with the more truth-
ful “origins” of Christionity. Moreover, I condemn and reject the opinion which declares that a Christion man of
better culture can assume ‘a dual persondlity, cne as a believer and another as an historian, as if it were permissible
for the historian to hold fast what his faith as a believer contradicts, or to lay down premises from which there fol-
lows the falsity or the uncertainty of dogmas, provided only that these are not directly denied, Likewlse I relect that
method of estimating and interpreting Holy Wrlt, which, seiting aside the Church’s tradition and the analogy of Faith
and ' the rules of the Apostolic See, adopts the rationalists’- principles and with equal arbitrariness and rfashness
considers criticlam of the texl the one only supreme rule. Furthermore, I reject the opinion of those who hold that a
teacher of the science of Historical Theology or the writer on the subject must first put aside the notions previously
conceived about the supernatural origin of Catholic tradition er about the divine ald promised for the perpetual pre-
servation of each revealed truth; then, that the writings of individual Fathers must be interpreted solely by the data of
sclence, without any reference to sacred quthority, and with that freedom of judgment wherewith every profcme re-

cord is usually examined.

Finally and in general, [ declare myself o be far removed from the error of the modernists who hold that In sa-
cred tradition there is nothing inherently divine; or who—fcr worse still—admit it in a pemthelstic sense; so that thus
there would remain only a bare simple fact equal to the ordinary facts of history, viz., that the scheol siarted by Christ
end His Apostles finds, in the ages that follow, men to carry it on by their eneray, their akill, and their genius, Where-
fore most flimly do I retain and to my last breath will I retain the Faith of the Fathers of the Church conceming the
sure endowment of truth, which is, has been, and ever will be in the succession of the Eplscopate from the Apostles;
not in such a wery that what seems best and most fitting according to the refinement of each age may be held, but that
the absolute and unchangeable truth preached from the beginning by the Apostles may never in any different wise

be belleved, never in any different wise be under_stood.‘

Haec omnia spondeo me fideliter, integre sincereque servaturum et inviolabiliter custoditurum, nusquam ab
iis slve In docendo sive quomodolibet verbis scriptisque deflectendo. Sic spondeo, sic turo, sic me Deus adjuvet, et
haec sancta Det Evengelia. . ' '

_'(Seql)l | gj\:@ ) AM

Alttest:

Episcopus %‘f ﬁé&lus Episcopt)

ook - /7/74
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July 13, 1973

The Revsread William Doraa Curtis, Pastor
The Church of St, Teresa
Mapleton, MN 56085

Dear Father Curils,

The grace and peace of God our Pather and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
end the many people you are serving in His namel

1 am writing to you this moming to ask If you would be so kind as to serve on
the Region 9 Ecumenical Committee, I know that you are familiar with the work
of thls group and that you are Interested in taklng part in lts dellbsrations and
daclslons. 1 would be most grateful to you If you could arrange to attend the
meetings; the next one ls scheduled for Thursday, July 27, 3:00-5:00 p.m.
at the First Lutheran Parlsh Houge, LeSueur, MN,

As you know, Father Urban Neudecker was a member of this Committee; his
recent appolatment t> Sacred Heart Parish, Heron Lake, moved him out of Reglon
9. Hence the need to ask you to replace him,

I hope you are enjoying these lovely days of summer and some of the goud
things this time of the year usually brings,

Wilth kindest personal greetlngs, renewed gratitade for your priestly dedicatlon,
and a request for your prayers, I remaln

Fraternblly in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

cc: Rev. George X, Tjaden
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P.O. BOX 305, MAPLETON, MINNESOTA 56065
(507) 524-3127

S SAINT THERESA'S CHURCH

November 16, 1986

Bishop Loras J. Watters
Diocesan Pastoral Center
55 West Sanborn

Winona, Minnesota ~ 55987

Dear Blshop Watters:

I know that the timing of thls correspondence is extremely awkward,
but in complicance with your request to /et you know when I considered
it time to bring to a halt my pastoring of two parlshes, I am now
bringing the matter roreward.

I was golng to write this letter late summer, having noticed that I
was getting more tired with the pastoral cares of both places. There
were a lot of extra things this summer in both parishes that demanded
my attentlon ~- it was a very busy summer. [ guess In addition to all
of that, the general rush on Sunday mornings beginning at 6:30 A.M,,
was beginning to get to me. ['ve always had a lot of nervous energy
and have been able to do a lot of things as a result of that. But !
guess the time comes when even that kind of energy begins to wear out
and down. My doctor here in Mapleton, has been arter
me for quite some time to take a good look at myself and to begin a

greater slowing down process.

I've kept going until recently, when it just seems that I've had some
slgns to give attention to a /itle more. Three weeks ago I came down
with a virus infection which has just drained my energies. I think

it came on when I was in a rather run-down condition and quite tired out.
For the past week ard a half, 1 have been in bed getting all the rest
possible, has simply stated that the rest rfactor is important
for the eventual recovery. Thls thing can last three of Four more weeks.
This past Saturday, [ begin getting up around the house, but taking things
easy. My medication keeps me a bit nauseous, but I can still eat enough

to keep energies going.

The long and short of all of this is that I think the time has come for
me to be a bit more honest with myselr pertinent to my energies. They
are not what they were even two and a half years ago when I took Good
Thunder under pastoral care —- all of which I have constantly enjoyed,
~= so writing thls is not an easy thing for me to do.
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I have discussed with the prospect of giving up Good Thunder,
and he is totally in agreement with the idea. He does not think that at
this time of my lire, and with my tiring out more rrequent! ¥, that 1
should continue with that responsibility,

This morning ( Sunday, November I6th) Father Joseph Fogal celebrated Mass _
at Good Thurder. He has helped there many times, and has always been generous
with his help. Father Schneider has celebrated Mass there at times, as

have Father Kunz and Father Schmitz when there were two priests at St., -
Joseph the Worker Church in Mankato, Minnesota.

I would like to ask that there be a temporary disjunction of St. Theresa's
and St. Joseph's Churches., | could continue here at St. Theresa's untit

new assignments in Spr ing. 1 know that | do have to leave my pastorate here,
I will be 68 next year, and | am really beginning to plan on taking the -
steps that Father Perrizo took at that age. Retirement seems to be the

only answer. How does one have a 'change of assignment” at 6877 A couple
of priests have asked me to consider tak ing residence in their Rectories
should I retire — and 1, for one, do enjoy Rectory Iiving.

I could also have a smatl apartment someplace and help out around the:
Diocese -- there is decreas fng help available these days, I/t seems.

At any rate, I will have to discuss these with the new Bishop. But in
deference to your request to let you know when | could no longer assume
the pastorate of two par Ishes, I am forwarding that informat ion now.

The C.C.D. program for Junior/Senior High School is well coordinated ror
Wednesday evenings, and that could eas/! y continue. For | am sure that
the eventual assignment of a new pastor here will re-integrate all aspects
orf the two parishes. All 1 see necessary ror the temporal scene is to
assure Sunday Mass and other Sacramental Ministries for Good Thunder, and
ror the Temporary Administrator to take over the check book.

At present | am not celebrat Ing Daily Mass. Last Sunday | celebrated Mass
without much additional use of energy —- I didn't preach, and had an extra
Eucharistic Minister to take my place at that time. This morning, and
last evening, I merely presided over a Sor ipture Service and Recept ion
of Holy Communion. There was no priest in the area available to help me
here. I do hope for increase of energy by next week-end, but things

will continue sfow for a while.

/I can get some help -~ most of the time —~ for Good Thunder. But the
rinances of the Parish simply prohibit the paying of my salary/car and
week-end help., Things are quite tight — especially now. | mention this
in appeal for a declsion -at your convenience, and to make the temporary
change-over untit | know I will have to leave my pastoral ministry here,

I hope your own days of adjusting to your own decis fons pertinent to
retirement are not too press ing with ongoing concerns such as | have
presented. I pray that your days ahead will be full and blessed.

Frat‘erq;f;,‘p{ y in Christ,

fam Doran Curtis
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4 DIOCESE OF WINONA

/ 55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESQTA 35987

PO Box 588

Office of the
Bishop Tel, 507/454-4643

Nov. 28, 1986

The Reverend William Doran Curtis, Pastor
the Church of St, Teresa
Mapleton, MN

Dear Father Curtis,
Greetings in the name of Christ Jesus who is Lord for ever and ever.

It was good to visit with you the other day., 1In following up on our conversa-
tion regarding St. Joseph's, I contacted Father Fogal who agreed to accept the
responsibility for the pastoral care of the people of St, Joseph's with the under-
standing that Monsignor Schimek would help him from time to time.

No doubt, you have already reviewed the picture with Father Fogal, especially
regarding the religious education program is concerned. I hope everything works
out as this jia an additional responsibility for Father Fogal.

As you sce, I am enclosing a copy of my letter to Father Fogal,

At this time I wish to put in writing the gratitude I expressed to you in our
conversation for your extra efforts to care for the people of st. Joseph's since June
28, 1984. You know that they share my deep gratitude to you and that we are praying
that God will reward you in His own best way for your priestly zeal.

Now it is important that you follow your doctor's directives. It is our prayer
that you will regain your health in the very near future. As both of us know from
experience, growing old does have its limitations; however, I continue to be

grateful to God for what He permits me to do.

T hope you enjoyed a lovely Thanksgiving and that Advent will be filled with
special graces for you and your people.

With kindest personal greetings, renewed gratitude for your priestly dedica-
tion, and a request for your prayers, I remain,

Fraternally in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

¢c: The Reverend Joseph B. Fogal

WCO000315
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January 28, 1988

Reverend William D. Curtis
Saint Theresa's Church

Post Office Box 305
Mapleton, Minnesota 56065

Dear Bill,

It vas wmwost kind of you to write to me about
These indeed have been difficult days for him, and I em hopeful
we can be supportive of him through these eritical months.

When all 18 said and done, 80 many of these unpredictable
situations need to be brought before the Lord in prayer. HNeither
you nor I can be sure about the best way to deal with these
dilemmas, but I certainly appreciate your thoughtful and
encouraging support. God bless.

Your Brother in the Lord,

Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona ,

JGV/krs
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P.O. BOX 305. MAPLETON. MINNESOTA 56065
(507) 524-3127

S SAINT THERESA'S CHURCH

February 8, 198s

Mr. John Broadwater
OFfice of Finance
Diocesan Pastoral Center
55 West Sanborn

Winona, Minnesota - 55987

Dear John —-
Come to my rescue with some pertinent information!!!

I am well on my way to the big 7 0!! My immediate age is 68411
All of this means that I should begin making some plans for the
big shift into RETIREMENT!! Don't like the idea, but things
begin to be necessary.

When I retire, I will have only my Diocesan pension and my

Soclal Security (which will not need a Brinks Van for delivery

to my door!). Not having invested in stocks and bonds (in

light of the Church's preferences for her Priests to live some
samblance of a Gospel 1ife), I will be at the mercy of my

income. I would like to know just what the Priests! Pension is

right now -- what I may depend upon. Has it been elevated beyond

the $56D.D0 range? Someday, I hope it will be in the area of $700,00!!

Also -~ what part of that Pension is to be determined as INCOME,
and what part is to be determined as HOUSING ALLDWANCE,

I am going to have to seek low-income or subsidized housing, and
it will be rather important for me to have the above information
so that I might answer pertinent guestions as to income.

I'1) be grateful for whatever light you might east into the
shadows of my confusion in this matter -- and -~ as always --
many thanks for help and advice.

With kind regards, I remain,

Respectfully,
—

Father William Doran Curtis

WC000317
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Februavy 16, ugs

Rev. William ©. Cirtis
Su. Thea 5 Chuseh

P. 0. Bex ;
Mapietoan, M 56065

Dear Tather Curkis,

sivement plan.

I received your letter with the questions regarding your ret
ansver them the best I can. The current benefit amount Lg $560 perw
wonth.,  Howewver, that has Been increased to $600 per nmonth effective Mareh 1,
1968,  Dsgiuning ia 1989 any increases will take nifect on July 1 of each
year., Fi :ighthis (5/8) of your berefil is doemed to he a housing allowance
and is rot taxable. The vemaining 3/8 is taxable incoms and is reparted that

: Tt you sheuld decide to continue your active ministry afteyr

i

T will

WAY 2 .
you tittn 7Y, they
$150 per month at this fime even though you are taking a2 salary from
pavisii. This benefit would be cempietely taxable.

o

2 provision in cur plan for you to receive 257 or

o

4 note ahout health insuvance. Upcn your official retire-
callh ingurance premiums are paid by the diocess. You will no longer
However, at that time, your primary health coverage
frem our Travelers plan to Medicare. You rust register with the
Medicare people so that they know vour current status. To simplify that,
all your health claims should ge first to Travelers and

Upon your retirement date, all health claims should go
and then to Travelers. Please let me lnow if yeu have any
7

is of help to you as you ave making some important
any time if you need morve information.

WCQ000318
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SAINT THERESA'S CHURCH

S P.O. BOX 305, MAPLETON, MINNESOTA 56065
(507)524-3127

February 19, 1988

Mr. John Broadwater
Office of Diocesan Finance
Diocesan Pastoral Center
55 West Sanborn

Winona, Minnesota - 55387

Dear John =

I want to thank you very much for your recent
letter pertinent to the questions I asked about

retiremant, estc.

It was most kind of you to take the time to detail
much of the informatlon youf sent me. I will keep
the information at hand -- most usefully -- and
call on you should need arise in the future.
Retirement is & bit over a year away -~ but I do
have to begin making plens for my life after that
big step -- particularly the housing situation.

So I am most grateful for your help.

With kind regards, I remain,

Father William Doran Curtis

WC000319
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SAINT THERESA’S CHURCH

S P.O. BOX 305. MAPLETON, MINNESOTA 56065
(507) 524-3127

June 15, 1988

Mr. John Broadwater
Office of Diocesan Finance
Dlocesan Pastoral Center
55 West Sanborn

Winona, Minnesota - 55987

Dear John -—-

I will be going through the Mayo Clinic again for some
further analysis (ananual) pertinent to my wonderful
possession: Menieres Disease!! Trouble with the inner

ear situation.

You mentioned last year that I should obtain a new form
for the Insurance company's notification of this when I
send in my bill from the Clinic. Would you be so kind
as to send me this new form -~ and many thanks!

If it is not too intrusive on my part pertinent to the
situation, may I ask how that is developing —-

what has transpired with the family? with where
things are heading?

If such information should not be forwarded, I understand.

With kind personal regards, I remain,
Sincerely, .

_Aai

Father William Doran Curtis

WC000392
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The "firing" of

The "firing" of

Not taking the Confirmations in our parishes the first time around.

The manufacture of an office of “"Special Assistant to the Bishop"

-- whatever ~- and appointing to that position. This

has been and continues to be interpreted as a blockade to your

office. No amount of explanations will ever do away with this
interpretation.

6) The appointments to an Advisory Board pertient to priests
assignments. The only open question in this matter seems to be:
Will the Mistresses of the Diocese also be’in on making such
decisions.

7) Raising Diocesan Taxes within a year, in which you have not had
the opportunity to know either the Diocese, the parishes, nor
the priests. '

8) Changing the Areas from ten to five Deaneries, There are many who
find this just a matter of "keeping busy" about many things, and
overlooking so many things that are necessary, the most important
item of which is the morale of the Diocesan Presbyterate, And
this problem will prevail in proportion as the office of Vicar
General is glorified, As one very knowledgeable priest of our
Area mentioned in a rather in-depth discussion: In ten years all
of this will be so drastically changed -- why bother to go through
such useless motions now,

These are some of the more riajor concerns that are being jostled about.

Perhaps the Vicar General may laughithese things away -- and advise==
you to do the same. The choite, of course, is yours.

n &
~— ~—r

When you came to the Diocese we were hoping for a change of air, a kind
of new breathing., But the perception seems to be that in back of every-
thing the subliminal influence prevails. The perception is
that the Vicar General is running the Diocese, and that you are not
giving the leadership we deserve from you —- and in many;wayscwe have
literally: begged from you. If you will remember the meeting you had
with us in Mankato, I mentioned to you at that time, "We want YOU

to be the Bishop -- with your faults, your sins, your mistakes. We
want YOU to be the Bishop;:and we hope that YOU will work with us with
our faults, our sins, our nmistakes."

From observations such as I have quoted, and from others who have known
you in Chicago and other places, and from my own personal observations,
infrequent as they have been, I certainly know that you are a wonderful
man, have many gifts and talents, and as I wrote at the time of

ordeal, I know that you have great love and compassion in
your heart, So I write these things as I have done not in any hostile
or arrogant manner, but simply to let you know the Area and the Diocesan
perceptions. My own personal observations coincide with what I have
written —- but many other personal observations I have not mentioned.

WC000395
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There are two things that have prompted my honesty and out-spokenness
in this correspondence., One, the old adage: '"Once one becomes a Bishop,
such a one never again hears the truth nor has a bad meal!" I refuse
to insult you by minecing around the truth in order to gain some favor --
whatever that means in today's Church and World of so much lying, deceit,

"manipulation, and power politics!

The other area centers around a Biblical reality which comes to mind
from the reading of Galatians, where Paul withstood Peter to his face
in a matter which he considered wrong. It is interesting that they
both became saints,

It is not my intention to withstand you to your face, nor to be rude,
My intention is simply to speak from love and shared ministry in this
Diocese. I truly wish you would have walted much, much longer in

order to truly know the Diocese of Winhona and its priests before you
made so many of your decisions. We awaited your presence with joyful
anticipation of new and fresh air -- unfortunately, smog hovers over

the Diocese.
How it will evaporate is anyone's guess! I am in fond hopes that you

will not regard this lovely Diocese and us priests as part of your
"{raining period," but will try to understand the profound concerns

we share,

I have not been known for brevity of style, nor have I been known

to shy away from speaking openly about things of concern, I, perhaps,
must apologize for the "long winded"nature of this correspondence,
but I truly hope I will never have to apologize for speaking openly
and honestly, and with much love and concern, about the contents of

this letter.

I am presuming, too, that this correspondence is personal and
confidential. I would hate to think that my bishop violated this trust
with false sense of obligation to consult the Vicar General on all
correspondence that comes to his attention.

With kind personal regards, I remain,

Fraterpyally,

Father William Doran Curtis

WC000396
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987
PO Box

588

Office of Diocesan
Tel. 507/454-4643

Finances

June 21, 1988

Rev. William D. Curtis
St. Theresa Church

P. 0. Box 305
Mapleton, MN 56065

Dear Father Curtis,

Thank you for your letter of June 15. I was on vacation last week so I
apologize for taking a few days to get back to you. Enclosed is the
Travelers claim form that you requested. I certainly hope all your

medical problems are small ones.

In regard to the situation; back in March
promised to begin paying $200 per month until the loan is paid. They

did indeed make that first payment on March 30, On April 5 I wrote to
also to and indicated that the $200

a month was not adequate and that I would like them to refinance this
loan in order to pay us off. I've had no response from or

since that time. I have received payments of $100 per month

in April and again in May from
making some sort of payment, I will probably not push the issue further

Thank you very much for your help in this situation.
they are at least making some payment even though it will take 11 or 12

years to pay it off at this rate.

Sincerely,

John Broadwater
Director of Finance

JB:pp

At this point, as long as they are

I feel better that

WCO000397
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June 22, 1988

Reverend William Doran Curtis
Church of Saint Theresa

Post Office Box 305

Mapleton, Minnesota 56063

Dear Bill,

This week I received your lengthy and challenging letter, As you
can readily understand, I wasn't smiling when I finished reading
it, but I appreciate hearing your perspective about my first year
as dloceean bishop and I look forward to an opportunity to review
the letter with you when we visit next month.

There are many matters in the letter that perhaps can be
clarified or explained, but as you say, some of my explanations
may well be irrelevant or unacceptable. But I shall really try
to usa your fraternal corrections as an opportunity for growth
and improving my service as dioceean bishop, particularly in my
relationship with the priesta.

But there is one matter that I must ask you to reconsider. In a
way, you have paralyzed me in my efforts to deal with some of
your observations by nmot allowing me to discuss them with Father
Mahon. I note that you do have eome deep respect for Father
Frank Kunz, your dean, perhaps you would let me review the letter
with him so that I would mnot be left simply to my own counsel,
which 1s obviously a bit fsulty. I shall await your reply.

God bless you, Bill, as you continue to serve God's people in

Mapleton., I hope that this summer time will be one of bleesings
for you and your people. Please keep me in your prayers as I

daily pray for you.

Your Brother in the Lord,

Most Reverend Jchn G. Vlazny
Blshop of Winona

JGV/kre
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we

Oct. 24, 1988

On Oct. 18, 1988 came into my office.

he is now years old. He told me that at the age of 12 he was sexually assulted
in the rectory by Fr. Bill Curtis. briefly described how this happened.
After serving Mass, Fr. Curtis took him to an office in the rectory where he
took 's pants down. did not tell me what happened after this
took place. He told me that Fr. Curtis was a good friend of the family and
how Fr. Gurtis would often come out an visit their home, would hide so as
to avoid Fr. Curtis. Prior to telling has revealed this to only
his and to his ) also told me that he has heard that at
the present time Fr. Curtis is having a young man live with him, I asked

what he would like me to do in reguard to Fr. Curtis. responded
by saying that he wanted no legal action to be taken. I told that
I felt the need to call Bs Vlazny to inform him of this situation.

agreed that it would be good to do this.

Fr. Pat Lawler

WCO000399
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DIOCESE OF WINONA .
55 WEST SANBORN crem F =
WINONA. MINNESOTA 55987 \~::3 b
Office of Ihe PO Box 588
Dishop Tel. 507/454.-4643
MEMORANDUM é
Tos Personnel File
From: Bishop John Vlazny + U 8-faw v&fafuaaur
Date: October 25, 1988
Re: Father William Curtis

On Thursday morning, October 20, I received a telephone call from

Father Patrick Lawler, associate pastor of
Father Lawler reported to me that within the previous
week a year old man came to see him about

some inappropriate sexual behaviors that he had experienced when he
was a twelve year old.

The young man reported that after he had served a Mass at

' , Father Willlam Curtis took him over to the rectory
and sexually molested him. He reported that Father had him drop his
pants in his presence. He did not specify what then took place. He
came to Father Lawler with the sense that this was something he should

share with a representative of the Church. Father Lawler
was

acquainted with him. Father Lawler had no reason to doubt the man's

credibility,

The young man also reported that he had heard from a family member
that there was presently a youngster living in the rectory with Father
Curtis. This, too, he expressed with some concern.

Father Lawler inquired whether or not the young man wished to seek his
own legal counsel or if he was looking for the Church to do something
with respect to Father Curtis. He said that he did not come with any
intent to call Father Curtis on the line for this issue, but he was
worried about what might possibly be going on now in Father Curtis'
life. Father Lawler offered the man some assistance from the Church

for counseling. He said he was not looking for that.

WC000400
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Memorandum - Personnel File
Page 2

The meeting was cordial. Father Lawler made no promises or commit-
ments in terms of follow up.

When I spoke with Father Lawler I did not ask him to do anything more
at the time. I told Father Lawler that I would be in touch with
Father Curtis.

I called Father Curtis on Friday morning and confronted him with the
situation. He admitted that something had taken place during his
years at in which on one occasion,

» he had been too affectionate with a youngster. He did not
deny the accusation. He also spoke of one other possible incident
with the youngster. He said that no one was living in the rectory,
presently, with him and that there had been a young man by the name of

who was gone for nearly four years. He was helping out at
the time. I told Father Curtis that he certainly could not have any
youngster living with him and that we should meet and talk about this
when comes to Winona within two weeks. ’ '

I called Father Lawler on Monday morning, October 24, and encouraged
him to make some efforts to reach out to the man within a few
days. I wanted to be sure that there was some way in which the Church
could be of assistance to him if he is still harboring any injury that
resulted from the difficult experience he reported with Father Curtis.

JGV:wh
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MEMORANDUM
To: Confidential File
From: Bishop John Vlazny #+5V
Date: November 18, 1988
Re: FATHER WILLIAM CURTIS

On Wednesday, November 9, I met with Father William Curtis at Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Seminary in Winona. We reviewed the report I had
received about his inappropriate behavior with the man

yvears ago while he served as pastor of

Father Curtis again admitted that he had acted inappropriately but
went on to explain that it was a very emotional time in his life
because of the death of his mother and other pressures he was ex-
periencing. He once again assured me that no such behaviors were a
part of his life now, but that there had been one or two subsequent
failings as well. He also stressed that there was no one living with
him in the rectory in Mapleton. This had been the other report which

was recelved from the

I explained to him that he would have to undergo a psychological
evaluation and that I would have to receive the report. This was
necessary to determine the state of his present health as well as any
need there might be for treatment on his part. He was willing to do
this. I told him I would refer him to Doctor Duane Ollendick in
Rochester and that I would call him after I had reached Doctor

Ollendick.

On the following Wednesday, November 16, I called Doctor Ollendick
from Washington and explained the situation to him. He agreed to
receive Father Curtis. I then called Father Curtis and asked him to
call the Doctor for an appointment. I shall await the report from

Doctor Ollendick.

WC000402



wC

%

“
~7

LA

RECEIVED JaN 16 1989

SAINT THERESA'S CHURCH

P.O. BOX 305. MAPLETON, MINNESOTA 56065
(507} 524-3127

January 12, 1989

Bishop John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona
Diocesan Pastoral Center
55 West Sanborn

Winona, Minnesota

Dear Bishop Vlazny --

This is a convenience-response to your correspondence of
January 3, 1989, In that correspondence, you mentioned
that the Diocesan appointments this Year would be effective

on June 30, 1989,

In line with our conversation during Retreat, I would like
to mention that I will be retiring, then, on June 30, 1989,
making this date of retirement coincident with Yyour Diocesan
appointments. The coinciding of these two sitvations will
make i1t much easier for you to make your plans and arrange-
ments for the good of the people of the Dicoese at that time,

As mentioned, my birthday will be on August 31, 1989, but in
order to facilitate all-around plans for the assignments of
the Dicoese, the June 30th date for retirement will be most

convenient for all concerned.

This letter will assist you in the initial stages of the
intricacies sometimes involved in making Dicoesan appointments.
I am in fond hopes that this notification of my intentions will

be of assistance to you,

I believe I also mentioned at another time, that upon retirement,
I would be pleased to preach on vocations if called upon to do so,
I continue to offer that possibility, although understanding that
you might not wish to utilize my offer in the future. I can
understand that —- but merely wish to state my willingness to be
of service in this time of critical need in the Church and the

Diocese,

With kind personal regards, I remain,

Fraternally,
5

Ry
Father William Doran i

WC000320
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February 7, 1989

Reverend William Doran Curtis
Saint Theresa's Church

P.0. Box 305

Mapleton, MN 56065

Dear Bill,

Thank you very much for all the information you sent me in preparation
for the celebration of Confirmation at Saint Theresa's on March 12. I
truly do look forward to this visit with you and your people. I was
delighted with all the careful preparations that are obviously taking
place, Please understand that I come to be of service to you and your
people, The arrangements all sound very fine.

Thank you very much for the invitation to stay for dinner after the
celebration of Confirmation. I would be most pleased to join you. I
am hopeful that one of the seminarians will accompany me on this
pastoral visit. I shall be celebrating Confirmation at Saint John's
in Mankato earlier that day. I must return to Winona Sunday evening
after dinner because I am departing for Washington D.C. early the next
morning. I have only one more year to serve on the Administrative
Committee of our National Conference of Catholic Bishops. Those
regular meetings in Washington are becoming a drain and I will be
happy to turn the responsibility over to someone else.

God bless you very much, Bill, as you enjoy these final months of
active, priestly ministry. I received your note about the acceptance

of retirement on June 30. Thank you very much. Once your arrange-
ments for a residence are in place, please let me know. God bless.

Your brother in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb
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S SAINT THERESA'S CHURCH

P.O. BOX 305, MAPLETON, MINNESOTA 56068
(507) 524.3127

RECEWEQ_ MAY 15 139 |

May 13, 1989

Bishop John G, Vlazny
Diocesan Pastoral Center
55 West Sanborn

Winona, Minnesota - 55987

Dear Bishop Vlazny --

Days linger and fond memories sharpen as the days
approaching retirement become clearer on the horizon,
I have obtained some very adequate low~income housing,
and have been doing some work there in the past couple
of weeks -~ there ig Yyet much to be done by way of
moving in some furniture, ete,

My most difficult area of abandonment centers around
books I have to give up. I have been bringing many of
these to IHM Seminary and Father Mahon has sorted out
some of these for the Seminary, and others go to St,
Mary's College., I parted with my entire Maritain Library,
and practically said a Requiem Mass at the loss!!

At any rate, you requested the new address when it would Y
be available, It will be; '
Father William Doran Curtis
500 Troendle Street, SE

P,0.B, 353
Mapleton, Minnesota - 56065

When I have the telephone installed, I will forward that
information also, I will be forwarding the new address
change to Mr. John Broadwater, also,

I will not be attending the Clergy Days this year -- one miss
in 43 years is not too bad a record!! T have several things to
wind up in the parish, and many things to do in moving into

the new housing, There will be four people from the Parish in
attendance at the Workshops ~- so0 we will have a very good
input from these Workshops toward the future life of the Parish,

Have a wonderful summer -- and, if possible, take a breath now
and then to go to the Cities ang enjoy their offerings, Summer
in Minnesota is lovely -- and there should be some wonderful

events in the Twin Cities area,

WC000322
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S SAINT THERESA'S CHURCH

P.O. BOX 305. MAPLETON, MINNESOTA S606S
(507) 524-3127

May 23, 1989

Bishop John G, Vlazny
Bishop of Winona
Diocesan Pastoral Center
55 West Sanborn

Winona, Minnesota - 55987

Dear Bishop Vlazny ~-

I would like to drop a few lines to request a reconsideration

of retirement pension. He and I are

classmates, having been ordained in 1947. Two of our classmates,
and have passed away,

and one of our ctassmates, . decided on a

different course of his life quite a few years ago.

That has left and I with a beautiful record of
continuous service as Priests of this Diocese for the past forty-
two years. I will be receiving my full retirement pension, but
it seems that will be receiving possibly about
one hundred dollars less in his retirement pension, After forty-
two years of priestly work and dedication, I would like to suggest
that his estimated retirement pension be reconsidered as a matter
of justice -~ and reward.,

I know that oyesight is deteriorating, a fact
that is prompting him to seek retirement earlier than the usual
time, I also have known . » who made the analysis and
wrote of that analysis of eyesight deterioration, For
eleven years I served in the Western part of our Diocese ~- and
during that time came to know very well, also having
gone to him as my during those years, He is an excellent

an extremely devout Catholic, and -~ as was mentioned at

Funeral Mass today -- profoundly respectful of
Priests. I mention these things by way of expressing respectful
trust of ability to analyze a situation very well,

I note that . i . and
are all receiving full retirement pensions., In

light of that financial advantage to them at this time in their

lives -- and particularly since .. . has left
the Priesthood, the Church, and entered into an invalid marriage --

I truly would like to request reconsideration for
ledicated priestly service over these past forty-two years.

WC000410
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I have another request to make of you, Please do not interpret
my correspondence as a complaint or a gripe in any fashion! I
only ask reconsideration relatlve to retirement compensation for
a classmate ~- a matter wherein I think justice is involved, Were
not a matter of health involved, I am confident that

would not be searching out the possibilities of early

retirement., But with a matter of health involved, a matter augmented

with medical analysis from an exceptionally qualified Ido

think the element of justice prevails in the matter of reconsideratiom.

I know that you are very busy with many things facing your daily
schedule, and I do not request a reply to this correspondence. I
only seek your personal reconsideration in this matter I have
placed before you pertinent to my classmate.

Mass was a magnificent tribute to him as
a man and as a priest. And I thought " homily was
a masterpiece of meditation on spirituality as it
centered on the Mass and on the good s0il out of which so much of
life emerges. The occasion was a beautiful reminder of all that
his life had been ~- and what oursstill yet might be, As was
remarked on Tabor, so also today: "Lord, it was good for us to be

here!"

With kind personal regards, I remain,

Fraternally,

/]
Fathéf William Doran Curtis

WC000411
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55 WES) SANBORN
WINONA. MINNESOTA 55987
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May 30, 1989

Reverend William Doran Curtis
St. Teresa Church

P.0. Box 305

Mapleton, MN 56065

Dear Bill,

Tesponse., Byt ¥ would feel remiss were T not to acknowledge Yyour
thoughtful letter.

Frankly, Bill, 1 Suspect that you have been misled about any decision
regarding retirement bension. Ng decision

has yet been made,

s of our meeting of the Bureay of Priests! Retirement
ay 3, the following Statement was made;
retirement is at age 65. Bureay policies op early retire-~
ment will be reviewved with before determining his
benefit amount, " The Board members are simply seeking clarifications
and a specific medical recomnendation for dlsabllity retirement jinp
case, Unfortunately, the original letter from
wWas unclear, There is plenty of time between noy and October 10
to clarify the situation,

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G, Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wh

e FILE COPY

Office of the PO Box 588
Bishop Tel. 507/454-4¢43

WC000412



.l
Ne 7,

I c

s RECEIVER 1w 1 g e X,

S SAINT THERESA’S CHURCH

P.O. BOX 305. MAPLETON, MINNESOTA 56065
(807) 524-3127

June 15, 1989

Bishop JohnG. Vlazny
Diocesan Pastoral Center
55 West Sanborn

Winona, Minnesota - 55987

Dear Bishop Vliazny --

Not too long ago, I wrote informing you of my new address
upoh retirement.,

This past week, I made arrangements with the telephone
company for installation of a telephone in my apartment,
My new number will be:

(507) 524-4196

I am sure that you will want this information on file,

and the number could be relayed to other priests in order
to let them know that I would be willing to be of assistance
to them should they want to take vacation from their duties,
or if some other emergencies night arise which would demand

their absence from the parish,

With kind regards, I remain,

Fratgfﬁiiay,

/ /
.

S putm

Fat ef William Doran Curtis
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RECEIVED JuL 3 1988

SAINT THERESA'S CHURCH

P.0. BOX 305, MAPLETON, MINNESOTA S6065

(507) 524-3127

June 30, 1989

Bishop John G. Vlazny
Diocesan Pastoral Center
55 West Sanborn

Winona, Minnesota - 55987

Dear Bishop Vlazny --

As T have been rummaging through item after
item these days, I came across thie small
pamphlet I had written quite some time ago,

Bishop Fitzgerald approved of it —— in fact
encouraged it -- and I thought I would send
this on to you. Perhaps you might like to
read it, The subject matter deals with the
history of the Seminary as an institution,
and some of the goals of Seminary education.

I Jjust thought you might like to read this
material., Hope you enjoy it,

Like myself, it is not brief. My words
never seem to be gifted with brevity!!

I'm on my way into my new "Pad.” In
about two more hours the torch will finally
pass {0 the new Pastor.

With kind regards, I remain,

Fraternally,

Fathe¥"William Doran Curtis

WC000413
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DIOCESE OF WINONA F l L E GUPY

55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

July 13, 1989

Reverend William Curtis
500 Troendle Street SE
P.0. Box 353

Mapleton, MN 56065

Dear Bill,

Thanks very much for the booklet you prepared on seminary education.
I looked it over quickly and will review it at my leisure this summer.

I trust that you are adjusting well to your new surroundings.

seems happy at St. Teresa's. Many of the priests have told me
how pleased they are that you are staying in the neighborhood. The
Mankato Deanery obviously enjoys your company,

Many torches have passed to new pastors the last couple of weeks. My
own torch has been in place nearly two years now. I am grateful to
the Lord for this opportunity of life and service here in the Diocese
of Winona. If you ever come over this way, please let me know so that
we can get together for a bite of lunch. God bless.

Your brother in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:wb

PO Box 588
Tel. 507/454-4643

WC000414
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

Office of the PO Box 588
Bishop Tal, 507/454-4643

July 13, 1990

Rev, William Curtis

The Evaluation Program

Saint Luke Institute

2420 Brooks Drive

Suitland, Maryland 20746-5294

Dear Bill,

Welcome to Saint Luke's! I hope that things are going well for you during
this week of evaluation, I am writing to assure you of my support and prayers
at this important time in your life. The people at Saint Luke's are caring
and competent. I am grateful to Fr. Mahon and Fr. Thomson for reaching out to

you at this time.

Bill, as you are well aware, the purpose of the evaluation is a serious one.
Your personal well-being is a top priority for me. If the evaluation at the
end of this week indicates a need for you to continue in your residential
program at Saint Luke's, I want you to do so immediately., It is my
understanding that this will be possible.

I am scheduled for a trip to Washington later in the summer, Hopefully, at
that time we will have an opportunity to get together. Fr. Mahon has been
kind enough to take care of the weekend commitments that you had made earlier.
I visited Fr. McShane. last Sunday and he misses you. You will have a very
special remembrance as I celebrate the Eucharist with God's people in the
weeks ahead.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny '
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm

bec: Rev. Gerald A. Mahon
Rev. Richard Thomson

WC000417
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® P.O,.BOX 890 - 316 E. CLARK ST. ALBERT LEA, MN 66007- 0890

TR B el B e w

July 18, 1990

Dear

In behalf of the Church, please let me express my sincere apologies
and ask your forgiveness for the injustices that you have suffered by
a priest who formerly served here at St. Theodore's. Certainly the
psychological trauma, pain and hurt that this has caused you must be

a heavy burden to bare.

I want you to know that I have talked with Fr. Gerald Mahon, the
Vicar General of the Diocese, and he assures me that the Diocese of
Winona is prepared to offer financial assistance for psychological
counseling after your Insurance has fulfilled its obligations. The
Diocese is doing this with a sincere concern for your welfare and as a
part of its pastoral mission to be of service wherever possible.

Also, please understand that this desire to help you is in no way
admitting liability on the part of the Diocese of Winona, nor is it an
admission of guilt on its part. (That is, the Diocese had no prior
knowledge of the situations you described, nor was it even aware of a

potential problem.)

If you would be willing to accept our help and at the same time
acknowledge a total unawareness of this problem on the part of the
Diocese, we would appreciate your signature to this letter.

If I can personally be of any further assistance, please 4o not
hesitate to contact me. Rest assured of my prayers.

Sincerely,

Qfxm d. LRuull

James D. Russell
Pastor

Date
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW HKichard W. Johnion

MINNESOTA & WISCONSIN

ey

JAugust 7, 1990

T

Mr, George F. Restovich ’
Attorney .at- Law

620, First. Street SW

Rochester HN 55902

1

Johu EuﬂDoe vs. Pather William Curtis,
§? ‘The’ Chureh: of - St, Theodores, Albert
i in) ”,b‘i:and the Diocese of

e ratv ed Lhat: the undersigned 1s the attorney in the
%%5 renced matter, " The Summons and Complaint, a copy
Y _Ibeing Sserved upon the Diocese 1in Winona and upon

and trué“ﬂame oP &ohn ‘B Doe 1is
--“whb rrésides at

- RWJ/1J .

-Enclosure:: ;. e
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IOHNSON LAW
OFFICE
"TORANEY® AT LAW
3 w. KiFTH sTRERT
2 WIMNG, MM AB0on

L. 813 Jna-4a720

STATE OF MINNESOTA IN DISTRIGT COURT

COUNTY OF FREEBORN THIRD-JUDICIAL DISTRICT

CASE TYPE: Personal Injury
John E. Doe,
Plaintifrf,

vs. SUMMONS

Father William Curtis, The Church
of St. Theodores, Albert Lea,
Minnesota, and the Diocese of
Winona,

Defendants.

THE STATE OF MINNESOTA TO THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANTS:

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to serve upon the
Johnson Law Office, attorney for the Plaintiff, an Answer to the
Complaint which 1s herewith served upon you, within twenty (20)

days after service of this Summons upon you, exclusilve of the

day of service. If you fall to do so, Judgment by default will

be taken against you for the relief demanded in the Complaint.

Dated: 8-3-90

: o ‘Richarad w.qgé%hson

Y2 Attorney f Plaintiff

g . i 303 West Fifth Street
Red Wing, MN 55066

(612) 3B8B8-4729
Attorney ID#: 5172X
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JOHNSON LAW
OFFICE

TTOANEYS AT LAW
» FIFTH BTREET

O WING, MN 95080

EL. 812 . 386.4729

STATE OF MINNESOTA IN DISTRICT COURT
COUNTY OF FRERBORN THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT

e

CASE TYPE: Personal Injury
John E. Doe,

Plaintiff, fr

Vs, COMPLAINT

Father William Curtis, The Church
of St. Theodores, Albert Lea,
Minnesota, and the Diocese of
Winona,

Defendants.

Plaintiff, for his cause of actlon agalnst the Defendants,

alleges that:
PARTIES

1. Plaintiff, John E. Doe 1is an adult resldent of the

State of Minnesota, whose identity 1s made known to Defendants

by separate cover letter. Plaintiff was a minor at the time of

all sexual abuse and sexual exploltatlion alleged herein.
2. At all times materlal, Defendant, Father William Curtlils

was and continues to be a Roman Catholic priest under the direct

supervision, authority, employ and control of Defendant, The

Church of St. Theodores at Albert Lea, Minnesota, and presently

at the Catholic Church at Mapleton, Minnesota, and the Diocese

of Winona, and was an adult at the time of the sexual abuse and

sexual exploitation alleged herelin.

-]1-
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3. At all times material, Defendant, The Church of St.

Theodores was and continues to be a non-profit religious
corporation authorized to conduct business and conducting

business in the State of Minnesota with its principle place of

business in Albert Lea, Minnesota. Defendant, The Church of St.

Theodores, was and continues to be under the direct authority of
Defendant Dlocese of Winona.

4, At all times material, Defendant Diocaée of Winona was
and continues to be a non-profit religious corporation,
authorized to conduct business and conducting business in the
State of Minnesota with 1ts principle place of business at
55 Wesy Sanborn, Wlnona, Minnesota.

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS

5, Plaintiff, John E. Doe, was ralsed in a devout Roman
Cathollc home, was baptized, confirmed and reguiarly celebrated
weekly mass and received the sacraments through*the Roman
Catholic church, in particular, between the time perlods of

from Defendant, The Church of St. Theodores. The

and s
Plaintiff served as an altar boy for sald Defendant, The Church

of St. Theodores, at which time Defendant, Father Willlam Curtls

was the presiding priest at Defendant, The Church of St.

Theodores. Therefore, Plaintiff developed great admiration,

trust, reverence and respect for Roman Catholic priests in
general and Defendant, Fath;r William Curtis, in particular.
Defendant, Father Willlam Curtis, occupied a position in the
minor Plaintfff's 1ife of great influence and persuaslon as a
holy man and figure of authority.

-2 =
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6. While the Plaintiff served as altar boy under the

direction and guldance to Defendant, Father Willlam Cﬁrtis,

)

between the approximate years of through Defendant,
Father William Curtis, seduced, persuaded, enticed and_
manipulated the minor Plaintiff, who was years of age 1n

to engage in sexual pontact with Defendant, Father William

Curtis. Thereafter, up to approximately Defendant, Father

William Curtis, regularily and repeatedly sexually abused and
sexually exploited the minor Plaintiff. The sexual abuse
occurred at, among other places, the rectory at Defendant, The

Church of St. Theodores, the church itself, at the milnor

Plaintiff's parents resldence in and in

Defendant, Father William Curtis, automoblle.

7. A8 a direct result of the sexual exploitation, sexual
abuse and negligent counseling, Plaintiff, John E. Doe has
suffered and will continue to suffer great pain of mind and
body, shock, emotional distress, embarassment, loss of self
esteem, disgrace, humiliation and loss of enjoyment of 1life, was
prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing his
normal daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of
l1ife, has incurred loss of earning capacity and has incurred and
will continue to incur expenses for medical and psychological
treatment, therapy and counsellng.

8. That the Plaintiff aid_not comprehend, understand or
realize, or have reason to know that the injurles he was
suffering as a result of the Defendant, Father William Curtis,
as set out in paragraph number 7, was, in fact,_caused by the

_3_
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v%efendant's conduct, until a vime on or after September 1, 1988,
That the "delayed discovery" of the cause of his Injury provides
for this claim to be brought pursuant to M.S.A. 5"1.073?

R

COUNT I: DEFENDANT, FATHER WILLIAM CURTIS - SEXUAL BATTERY

A

Plaintiff, for his first cause of action agalnst Defendant,
Father William Curtis, alleges as follows:
Plaintiff incorporateé all paragraphs of this Complaint as

1f fully set forth under this count and further alleges that:

9. From approximately through Defendant, Father

Wllliam Curtis, using his position of trust and authority as a
Roman Catholic priesf, regularly and repeatedly inflicted
unpermitted, harmful and offensive sexual contact upon the
person of Plaintiff.

10. As a direct result of Defendants wrongful and unlawful

conduct, Plailntiff has suffered the injuriles and damages as

described herein.

COUNT II: DEFENDANT FATHER WILLIAM CURTIS -~ GCLFRGY MALPRACTICE

Plaintiff, for hils second cause of action against
Defendant, Father Williem Curtis, alleges as follows:

Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this Complaint as
1f fully set forth under this count and further alleges that:

11,
Defendant, Father Willlam Curtls, had a duty to adhere to the

As an ordalned prilest, teacher and spiritual advisor,

standards of Eccleslastlcal tare of Roman Cathollc priests

similarly situated in the commuﬁity, which included, without
limitation, the duty to act as a reasonably honest spiritual
advisor, leader, counselor and teacher of lay members of the

-
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Catholic Church, 1ncluding the Plaintiff, John E. Doe.

12. Defendant, Father William Curtils, pursuant tq'this duty
was required to Instruct, advise, teach an& to counsel, and to
interpret truthfully and falithfully the doctrines and tenets of
the Roman Catholic Church on matters of falth, morals, and

religlous doctrine. The duty of Defendant, Father William
Curtls, extended particul;rly to Plaintiff, John E. Doe, a minor

parlshloner, student and counselee entrusted to the care of

Defendant, Father William Curtis,
13. Defendant, Father William Curtls, while acting within

the scope of hls authorlity as a Cathollc priest, teacher and
spirltual counselor, breached his duty of care to Plaintiff,
John E. Doe, by wrongfully and Incorrectly 1nstrﬁcting and
advising the minor Plalntiff 1in matters of falth, morals and
religious doctrine established hy the Roman Catholic Church,
Speciflically Defendant, Father Willlam Curtls, used his
Job-ereated authority and influence as a minister to 1lmportune,

caJole, coerce and overpower the minor Plaintiff. The minor

Plaintiff was convinced that since Defendant, Father William
Curtls, was a Catholic priest, his actions, teachings and
instructions were those establlshed by the Roman Catholiec
church, and were beyond reproach.

14, Defendant, Father Wllllam Curtls, further breached hils
ministerlal dutles fto the minor Plaintiff by wrongly misusing
his Jjob-created authority as a Catholic priest, teacher and
spiritual counselor, by entering Into a splritual counseling

relatlonship wlth Plaintiff, John E. Doe, a minor and potential
_5_.
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victim of Defendant's sexual exploitation and sexual abuse, with

full knowledge of hls own exploitive propensities. quther,
Defendant, Father William Curtis,‘breached his duty to the
Plaintiff by continuing the spiritual counseling of the minor
Plaintiff after the first 1nstance of sexual abuse occurred, by
not informing the minor Plaintiff that he had been sexually
abused, by not seeklng the broper counseling for himself and
withdrawing from the spiritual counseling relationship, and hy
falling to advise and direct the minor Plaintiff to seek the
approprlate therapy and counseling.

15. As a direct result of Defendant's breach of his
clerical duty, Plaintiff has suffered the injurles and damages
descriﬂed hereln.

COUNT IIXI: DEFENDANT, THE CHURCH OF ST. THEODORES
RESPONDEAT SUPERIOR
Plaintiff, for his third cause of actlion against the
Defendants, alleges as follows:
Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this Complaint as
if fully set forth under this count and further alleges that:

16. At all times material, Defendant, Father Willlam
Curtls, was employed by Defendants, and each of them, and was
under Defendant's direct supervision, employ and control when he
committed the negligent and wrongful acts alleged hereln.
Defendant, Father William Curtils, engaged in this neglligent and
wrongful conduct in the course and scope of his employment with

Defendants. Therefore, Defendants, and each of them, are liable

for the negligent and wrongful conduct of Defendant, Father
-6-

WC000541



wC

William Curtis, under the doctrine of respondeat superior.
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff demandsbJudgment Egainq@/thé-
Defendants individually, jointly and severally in an amount in
excess of $50,000.00 plus costs, disbursements, reasonable
attorney fees, interest, and whatever other rellef the Court

deems Just and equiltable,

Dated: °~ August 3, 1990

303 West Pifth Sfreet
Red Wing, M "’63066

5
(612) 388-14729
Attorney ID#: 5172X

Attorney fo;g?iai 1ff

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The underslgned hereby acknowledges that costs,
disbursements and reasonable attorney and wltness fees may be
awarded pursuant to Minn. Stat. 549.21, Subdivision 2, to the
party against whom the allegations in this pleading gri//

asserted,

:Z,Zﬁ“c'f .
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Hello Tom and Father Rick

After several days of phone tag, | was able to reach He is reporting abuse by Fr. William Curtis.
He indicated it occurred in at the rectory of St. Teresa Parish in Mapleton. He was seeing Fr.
Curtis for counseling related that, as he was
leaving the meeting, Fr. Curtis ‘grabbed him, put his leg between and wouldn’t let him go. He
finally got away. This occurred one time as indicated he wouldn’t go back again.

He initially reported this to Fr Velker, several years ago. More
recently, he’s been talking with Fr. Mariano Revella (sic?) in Mankato who encouraged him to file a

report.

is not interested in a lawsuit but does want the diocese to assist him with counseling costs.
| have a call into the Mapleton Police Department and have sent the packet to :

Terri Wintering
Wintering Law Office
18 3" St. SW, Suite 201
Rochester, MN 55902
507-281-5857
507-281-5984 (fax)

"This message and any attachments are intended only for the named recipient(s), and may contain infarmation that is confidential, privileged,
attorney work product, or exempt or protected from disclosure under applicable laws and rules. If you are not the intended recipient(s). you
are notified that the dissemination, distribution, or copying of this message and any attachments is strictly prohibited. if you receive this
message in error, or are not the named recipient(s), please notify the sender at either the email address or the telephone number included
herein and delete this message and any of its attachments from your computer and/or network. Receipt by anyone other than the named
recipient(s) is nat a waiver of any attorney-client, work product, or other applicable privilege, protection, or doctrine. Thank you.

This message and any attachments are covered by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C 85 2610-25621."
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DIOCESE oF WINONA
35 WEST SANDORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55087

Office of the PO Box 5gg
Dishop Tel, 507/454-4643

Septembar 4, 1999

Rev. William Curtis

Saint Lyke Instityte

2420 Brooks Drive

Suitland, Maryland 20746*5294

Dear Bill,

As T mentioned to You in our Conversation, I shall be in Hashington, D.C. on
Monday ang Tuesday, September 10th ang lith. T ap 8rateful that

Your brother in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G, Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGY: jm

LTI

R
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

PO Box 588

Office of the
Bishop Tel, 507/454-4643

October 1, 1990

Rev. William D. Curtis
St. Luke Institute

2420 Brooks Drive
Suitland, Maryland 20746

Dear Bill,

Nearly three weeks have passed since my visit with you. I appreciated the oppor-
tunity we had to talk things out a bit, I am grateful that you are giving the pro-
gram your best efforts. If you're going to do it, you might as well do it right.

You may already have heard what seems to be good news for us. I think the case
will be settled out of court. TIt's not yet finalized, but an agreement was made
between the attorneys. I am pleased for you and for all of us.

Back home, as you can easily understand, these are busy days. OQut in the fields

everyone is getting ready for the harvest. In the parishes its the time for fall
bazaars and special events as well as the reactivation of all parish groups. The
priests are busy and so am I. But I do love my job and that makes all the

difference in the world.

After I left you I went to Philadelphia the next day and visited at
Downingtown, Pennsylvania. He, too, is doing well and should be returning home in
the not-too-distant future. He left, as you know, in March. Please keep him in
your prayers as well. ls going to be leaving the hospital after a
two~month stay. - 1s still in the hospital and I don't know what the
prospects are for nis release. Frankly, his future does not look very bright.

I will be directing a retreat for priests down in the Archdiocese of Chicago from
October 8-12, Please keep that intention in your prayers. It's a retreat I was
supposed to give the year I was transferred to Winona. I put it off until 1990
because that looked so far away. Well, now it's 1990 and I have to have my act
together soon. But, after preaching the retreat for the Winona priests a year ago,
this should not be so difficult! The trouble is that those guys know me far too
well. At least in Winona there was still a little bit of a mystery about me at the
time of the retreats. Now that mystery has faded too.

You will continue to have a very special place in my prayers in the coming months.
I look forward to visiting you again. Please give my greetings to any classmates
who are still with you. It was quite a surprise to bump into both

Unfortunately, I didn't have much of a chance to visit with Maybe another

time. God bless,

Your brother in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G, Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

WC000422
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October 13, 1990

Bishop John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

Diocesan Pastoral Center
55 West Sanborn

Winona, Minnesota - 55987

Dear Bishop Vlazny:

Your recent letter reminded me that I had not answered your
correspondence for quite some time.

T want you to know how much I have appreciated hearing from
you, and also how much I appreciated your taking time out to
visit me during your trip to Washington.

It is good to hear news from home, and I continue to remember
- and in my prayers, I understand that
is now out of the hospital -- but his ability to work in
the future in a parish might be uncertain, T hope that all can
and will work out well for him.

As for he and I have beén good friends for these many years,
and it 1s sad to hear what he is undergoing by way of his suffer-
ing these days, As one gets older and goes through the aging pro-
cess, one's fears of the unknown healthwise can be awkward to say
the least. I hope that the good Lord will be merciful to in
these awkward and final days. He was a good pastor to his people.

Again ~~ thanks for keeping in touch with me, I remain grateful
for what you have done,

With kind regards, I remain,

Fratgﬁgully,
!I

4

Fafher William Doran
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November 7, 1990

Bishop John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

Diocesan Pastoral Center
55 West Sanborn

Winona, Minnesota =~ 55987

Dear Bistop Vlazny:

Enclosed, please find my personal check for one thousand, two
hundred thirty-seven dollars and fifty cents (%1,237,50)

At the present time, I have the funds to pay back to the Diocese
the money expended for the legal fees for ths services of

I want to do this.

I am deeply embarrassed that the Diocese has had to spend
a great deal of money on me, and I want to make some compen-
sation where I can.

With kind repards, I remain,

Sincerely and fraternally,
&)
- ™

Fathey Willtam Doran Curtls

WC000425
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANDORN
WINONA. MINNESOTA 55987

Olfice of the PO Box 588
Bishop Tel, 507/454.4643

November 7, 1990

Rev. William D. Curtis
Saint Luke Institute, Inc.
2420 Brooks Drive
Suitland, Maryland 20746

Dear Bill,

It has taken me a while to respond to your letter of October 13th, but that is
-not a sign of my lack of interest in hearing from you. You have often been in
my thoughts and prayers. It has simply been a busy time.

This coming week I shall be in Washington, D.C. at.the Omni Shoreham Hotel for
the fall meeting of the American Bishops. My schedule is so tight that I
doubt my ability to visit with you at St. Luke's once again. If there is any
chance of your coming to join me for lunch someday at the Omni Shoreham,
please give me a jingle., We usually break at 12:30pm and resume our sessions
at 2:00pm.  That would give an opportunity for a little conversation. If not,

then we can talk on the phone.

By now you know that and passed away last week. The

farewell Liturgy for was touching and well attended by our priests.
was buried down in DuQuoin, Illinois, where he has lived in

retirement for the last twenty-seven years. He died at the age of ninety-

seven.

On November 1st I visited Sacred Heart Hospice in Austin and celebrated the
Holy Day Mass with the residents there. I had a nice visit with

our other ninety-seven year old priest. He still seems energetic and
very much alive. He takes away the fear of growing older.

death was a merciful one, I believe. He had suffered so long and
so much. T visited with him three days before he died at the rest home in
Lewiston. He had been there a little less than three weeks after more than
three months at Saint Mary's Hospital in Rochester. It was a very difficult
visit because he seemed so unsettled and troubled. The only way I could calm
him down was by calling him to prayer. That was a very touching moment for
me, It will be one of my many happy memories of times with May he rest

in peace.

Another retreat is taking place this week at the Seminary.

a Jesuilt who is visually impaired, is conducting the retreat. His first
conference was most touching. I am eager to hear him again when I visit with
the priests during the retreat. You continue to be in the prayers of all of

us.

WC000427
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Page Two
Letter to Rev. William D, Curtis
November 7, 1990

You may also know from other sources that there is a trial presently going on
in Anoka County which involves Tom Adamson, the Diocese and the Archdiocese.

This is the second week. The lawyers indicate that it will probably go beyond
three weeks. These are not easy days for anyone. We need the support of your

prayers.

You also need some good news, I am sure. The fall Confirmation tour is going
very well. I went out West for three Confirmations last weekend. I was
greeted by six inches of snow in Luverne and Slayton. Fortunately, the snow
had fallen before my arrival so that the roads were plowed, The snow and
sunshine on Sunday made for a beautiful combination.

The coming of Thanksgiving, 1990, reminds me that I have much for which I can
be grateful. The fall overnights with our active priests have been
challenging and encouraging. When I count my blessings, I count my priests.
Let us continue to pray for one another.

Your brother in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm
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DIQCESE OF WINONA
% WEST SANBORN

WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987
Office of the PO 8ox 568
Tel, 507/454-4643

Bishop

November 16, 1990

1 e P s 0

Rev. Curtis Bryant, S.J.

Director, In Patient Clinical Services
St. Luke Institute

2420 Brooks Drive

Suitland, Maryland 20746-5294

Dear Fr. Bryant,

Recently Fr. Richard Thomson sent me a letter that he had received from St.
Luke's Institute in October. Fr. Thomson will be visiting the Institute on
Monday, November 19, for the sake of our continuing concern here in the
Diocese of Winona for the health and well-being of Fr. William Curtis.

In the letter there was reference to a letter that had been sent in September
to Rev. Gerald A. Mahon, the Vicar General of the diocese. The author of the
letter indicated that the Institute had mistakenly communicated with Fr. Mahon
rather than with Fr. Thomson. Truthfully, it was no mistake. Fr. Mahon
assists me in all the administration of the diocese. In fact, I would prefer
that all communication be sent to me as Fr. Curtis' diocesan Bishop. I shall
be pleased to forward all appropriate materials to Fr. Thomson.

It was good to meet with Fr. Curtis in September. I hope that I can be of
further assistance in his recovery. I appreciate the services of St. Luke

Institute in working with Fr. Curtis and the Diocese of Winona. May God bless
all of you at this time of the year when we count our blessings more readily.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,
-#~504hu./2-VL?“1-%~T

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm
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November 16, 1990

e r—— T e —
- Wi e

Rev. William Doran Curtis
St. Luke's Institute

2420 Brooks Drive
Suitland, Maryland 20746

Dear Bill,

Upon my return from Washington, D.C., I found your letter of November 7th and
vour personal check to cover the legal fees for the services of
was good of you to take care of this matter so promptly.

Thanks very much,

Bill, I am sorry that we were unable to get together during my recent visit to
Washington for the fall meeting of the bishops. It was just a very busy time
and I never got away from the hotel area, with the exception of a little time
during the lunch hour for a jog! The days were beautiful and I needed some
fresh air. I fully intended to skip lunch each day, but I would always be
hungry by 3:00pm and wound up seeking out a snack. Those little Minnesota
luncheons have spoiled me.

Please know that you continue to have my support and prayers. As we celebrate
Thanksgiving Day, 1990, I shall thank the Lord for all the good that He has

called us to do for His people and seek His mercy and healing for any and all
hurts. God bless.

Your brother in the Lord,

+-6ﬂ&34~ }h.léfa1.u¢v

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: im
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RECEIVED JAN 7 1991

DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 53987
Office of the PO Box 588
Vicor General December 27, 1990 Tel. 507/454-464)

Rev. Timothy T. Reker

Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary
Terrace Heights

Winona, Minnesota 55987

Dear Fr. Reker,

I am writing in reference to from
the who is being sponsored by the

On June 26, 1990, you contacted me about an allegation of sexual molestation to
the Reverend William Doran Curtis, the former Pastor of St. Teresa's

Church in Mapleton, Minnesota.

The purpose of this letter is to bring me up-to-date. In our conversation of June
26, 1990, you indicated the reluctance of discuss the allegation in much
detail. Also, he refused to allow you to take other steps and basically "shut-down"

emotionally around this issue. As I recall, you offered him a ride
He made his own arrangements and became rather distant

fromvyou. This did not allow me an opportunity to visit with him and together we
decided a course of action for which gave him "space and time."

On the following day, Wednesday, June 27, 1990, I visited with Rev. William Doran
Curtis, at which time he was suspended and his faculties to function as a priest
were temoved. The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny, Bishop of Winona, was out of town.
The action of suspension was approved by the Bishop. The Reverend William Doran
Curtis went into Saint Luke's Institute, Suitland, Maryland, for an evaluation and
he remains in treatment to the present date. TFather Curtis denled the allegation of

molestation with

At the timé of our conversation you hoped to review situation
" in August. It was our hope that would begin counseling

with a psychologist for various reasons. I would appreciate a letter from you, Fr.
Reker, indicating the progress of your working relationship with and
verification of counseling.

Secondly, I would like to meet with to discuss his concerns. However, if he
chooses not to meet with me, I certainly_want to respect his decision. My concern
ts for him as a possible victim and to make sure the Diocese of Winona assists him

in every way possible.

Thank you, and I will appreciate your advise and recommendation in this matter.

Sincerely in OQur Lord,

averend Gerald A. Mahon
Vicar General

GAM: jm
g ; bec: Bishop John G. Vlazny
Mr. George Restovich
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January 4, 1991

Reverend Gerald A. Mahon
Vicar General

55 West Sanborn

Winona, MN 55987

Dear Father Mahon,

I am writing to indicate the progress of my working relationship with
and verification of the counseling which has begun.

As mentioned in your letter of December 28, 1990, I did conmtact you on
June 26, 1990, about the allocation of sexual molestation of Reverend
William D, Curtis, the former pastor of S5t. Teresa Church, Mapleton, Minn-
esota, did indeed become distant from me and only spoke with me for
a few minutes ;

He abruptly ended the conversation and I decided to give him some
time and space. On July 6, 1990, I telephoned check in with him
to see how he was doing and he assured me that he was alright. I offered
him any counseling assistance he might need, but he sald it wasn't necessary
at that time. Since I was golng to be gone for ten days, I told him he
could contact Father Schmitz or Father McGrath at the seminary if he needed

any help, but he did not do so.

In late August, after ».1 told him that he needed
to begin some type of therapy and gave him two choices. He indicated that
it wasn't necessary, but I assured him that it was and wanted him to let

me know if he had any preference in counselors. A couple of weeks went

by until I finally forced the issue and he decided upon

Again, another delay occurred because avoided the issue by not making
the phone call. A further delay transpired because - was out
of the office for a week of vacation. Finally, an appointment was made

for Thursday, October 18.

On October 11 at about 11:45 pm a classmate of phoned me and told
me that was "in a bad way" and thought that needed to talk with
me. came to my apartment looking terrible with dark eyes, a sullen

expression and seemed very depressed. OQur conversation lasted until 1:30 am
and we discussed some of his childhood experiences and the affect of hig
experiences with Father Curtis on his development. When I was assured

WC000434
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a§§érend Gerald A. Mahon
Page 2
January 4, 1991

that he was not suicidal or too depressed, I let him go back to his room
to retire for the night. He checked in with me the next day, was feeling

- b

much better and then began a course of therapy with the next =
week, &
Initially, he was resistant to the therapy with - and even missed 3
an appointment. I informed him that, 1f he did not make his appointments

with he would be . After a few

appointments he came to see the value ot the therapy and is now grateful

for the relationship with and the progress he has made. He

will be continuing the therapy during second semester and has an appointment
scheduled in January.

When returns from the winter recess I will ask him to meet with you
to discuss his concerns, At this point I am not sure how he will respond,
but I will inform you shortly after my visit with him.

Thank you for your assistance with this delicate matter and the speedy resg-
ponse you made to the allegation. Please let me kmow if I can be of further

assistance,

Sincerely in Christ,

st T R —

Reverend Timothy T, Reker
Rector

md
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

Office of the PO Box 588
Bishop ) Tel. 507/454.4643

January 15, 1991

Reverend William Curtis
Saint Luke Institute
Suitland, Maryland

Dear Father Curtis,

It has come to my attention that the time allotted for your stay at the Saint
Luke Institute is coming to a close. You continue to have a very special
remembrance in my prayers. I appreciate your cooperation with the staff at
Saint Luke's and your willingness to undergo treatment.

By now it must be obvious to you that unless you seriously engage in an
aftercare program upon your departure from Saint Luke's, the efforts of these
many months will have little if any impact on your future life.

With this in mind, I alert you to the following directives for you upon your
return home:

1. You are to follow rigorously the aftercare program which will be
designated upon your release from the Saint Luke Institute.
2. You are to attend regularly S.A. meetings.

You are to meet with Father Richard Thomson, my Special Assistant,
according to a schedule of meetings which you and he will work out

together.

When you return to the Diocese of Winona, you are not permitted to engage in
the public celebration of the Sacraments nor in. any form of public ministry or
service, You had indicated that during the first year of your retirement you
engaged in some tutorial work. That, too, is to be excluded from your
activities. Although your faculties for the public exercise of your priestly
ministry have been and are still removed, you may continue to celebrate Mass

privately.

Furthermore, although your living arrangements may be acceptable for the
immediate future when you return to the diocese, I have great concerns about
what is best for you and for the Church in the months and years ahead. Your
proximity to alleged victims of the past may be a source of further injury and
insult to them. I am asking you to discuss this matter seriously with Father

Thomson.

Although these directives may seem harsh and insensitive, I assure you that
they come from a deep sense of love and respect for you and all that you try
to be in God's name. Unfortunately, past relationships have been unhealthy
and serious questions about your health render all of us more vulnerable at

this time.

WC000436
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Page Two
Letter to Father William Curtis
January 15, 1991

Bill, you will continue to have a special place in my prayers and in my
affection. I look forward to visiting with you upon your return to the
diocese, I ask you to keep all of our needs and intentions in your prayers.
God bless.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

+5 o Bw J?.vﬁ?mi.uAU

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:jm

cc: Reverend Rene J. Molenkamp, S.J.
bee: Reverend Richard Thomson

A
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Reverend Gerald A. Mahon

Vicar General, Diocese of Winona
55 West Sanborn

Winona, MN 55987

Dear Father Mahon,

I am writing as a follow-up to my letter of January 4, 1991, with further
information regarding

As stated in my prior letter, I did ask and encourage meet with
you to discuss his concerns, He seemed somewhat interested 1in doing so,
but told me that he had to think about the possibility some more.

The third week of the semester marked a significant turning point in
relationship to the seminary. He had struggled with living according to

our guidelines from the beginning » but T gave him

every chance to improve. His career at the seminary was marked by a destruc-
tive type of independence which consistently pushed back and crossed boundaries
necessary for life in community, was well aware that his status was
conditional; any violation of the guildelines could lead to dismissal, a
couple of events occurred that week which indicated that his attitude was

not changing.

My personal involvement has been very significant and even began before he
was a student here. When he visited the college with his family during his
senior year of high school, I greeted them after Mass at the college chapel
and hosted them for brunch in the cafeteria, Since his arrival :

innumerable hours were spent with him as I tried to help him sort his
life out. Near the beginning of his second semester, the abuse of alcohol
and other chemicals indicated the need for an assessment. I arranged for
the assessment to take place at - in

and for housing at the . and also provided

transportation to and from the Follow-up care was arranged

through individual sessions with .,
which totaled $375.00 in

fees. participated in group therapy during his second and third
semesters, consisting of six weekly meetings, at a cost of $390.00.
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Reverend Gerald A. Mahon
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After revealed the allegation of sexual molestation, I made every effort
to assist him in any way possible to deal with such a tragic experience. His
therapy with

There

took place at my request and only because I insisted upon it.
were six sessions, beginning on October 18, 1990, and continuing until
December 13, 1990, at the cost of $678.00 to the seminary. He saw

on Thursday, January 24, 1991, and is scheduled to an appolntment later this
week., T visited with « briefly yesterday and encouraged him tc continue

with therapy, as well as reminded him once more that he should feel free
to visit with you about his concerns.

The overall picture that results from this review is that had been cared

for in a very compasslonate manner.

Although he has difficulty with authority,

we have a good relationship and he knows that I do love him and want the best
for him. I have bent over backwards in making allowances for him, but there
was a limit and, ultimately, I believe that his discontinuance is best for him.
The seminary has provided a safe and secure place for him to grow and develop

and qualified psychological resources to face some difficult issues., The
fees for the latter alome are approximately $1500.00. knows that I

am

available 1f he needs any further pastoral care. I hope to keep the lines of

communication open.

I do hope that this information is helpful to &ou and, if there 1s anything

else that I can provide, please let me know.
Sincerely in Christ,

it [ Pdoen

Reverentl Timothy T. Reker
Rector

md
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March 6, 1991

Bishop John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

Diocesan Pastoral Center
55 West Sanborn

Winona, Minnesota -~ 55987

Dear Bishop Vlazny:

I have returned from St. Luke's as of this past

Sunday, and have been busy trying to get some of

my life together again. Particularly, I have been
arranging meetings with support groups, and I have
arranged to meet next Wednesday, March 13,

at 3:00 p.m. I am not to drive in the heavy Minneapolis/
St. Paul traffic, so I made arrangement for someone here
to drive me to the office. All worked out well.

Since you mentioned in your correspondence that my
faculties have been withdrawn, I have been vondering
what to do about family reguests that may come up
relative to weddings and funerals and perhaps some
baptisms. May I celebrate these family occasions?

Also -- I made arrangements for a wedding in San
Francisco, California, for September 14, 1991. Will
I pbe able to do this? It involves a Jewish young man
who is marrying a Catholic girl. The Jewish family is
very close to me, and they requested that I celebrate
the wedding for them because they don't want to have
someone come in whom they don't know and just "pronounce
words" as it were. The family lives in . and
moved to San Francisco quite some time ago.

I never thought that my priesthood would end on notes
that I am seeing these days. I am going through a

lot of pain, and I guess that will always be. It is
particularly difficult for me at this age in life.

With kind regards, I remain,

Fraternally,

Father William Doran Curtis

WC000444
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March 13, 1991

Rev. William Doran Curtis
500 Troendle St, SE

P.0. Box 353

Mapleton, Minnesota 56065

Dear Bill,

Welcome back to southern Minnesota! I hope that you had a pleasant visit with
your sister. I was happy that we had a chance to talk on the telephone before

you left St. Luke's.

I have had time to review your letter and discuss your requests with Father
Rick Thomson. Your priestly faculties do remain withdrawn, as I told you in
my earlier letter. This decision was not an easy one, I know, but it was also
a matter that was determined in consultation with the staff at St. Luke's.

You may continue to celebrate Mass privately, of course. As for any special
requests from family or friends about weddings and funerals and baptisms, the
withdrawal of your faculties would eliminate that possibility. Because you
have already made arrangements for the wedding in San Francisco on September
14, 1991, I grant you permission to preside at that wedding. I would not want
you to experience any more difficulty about that matter than may have already
occurred as a result of your absence from Minnesota.

Bill, you continue to have my support and prayers. I encourage you to engage

your recovery program vigorously and to continue to seek the support of Father
Rick Thomson. I would like you to come and visit with me after Easter. God

bless.
Your brother in the Lord,
T el N V.la iy

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm

bee: Rev. Richard Thomson
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Saint Luke Institute

To: The Official Superior of Rev. Bill Curtis:

b sy | b e
g e

will be returning to Saint Luke Institute in the near future to
participate in a Continuing Care Workshop. In order to assist us in assessing his/her
progress, we would ask that you take a short period of time to answer the following
questions and to return this form to us in the accompanying envelope.

Bill

1. How often have you been in contact with the ciient over the past six
months? Have these contacts been initiated by them or by you?

2. How would you characterize the relationship between the client and
yourself? To what do you attribute the character of this relationship?

e his/her progress in recovery? You may want to
address some issues such as ministerial functioning, relations with those
with whom they live, relationships with authorities, participation in support
group or recovery oriented activities, such as Twelve Step meetings,
psychotherapy, priest's/religious support-groups, community activities, etc.

3. How would you characteriz

ou aware of that you feel would be relevant to

4, What other information are y
been covered by the first three questions?

our assessment that has not

our concerns with the Continuing Care client at this time.

You may also wish to share y
d take advantage of your observations.

We encourage our clients to seek out an

Thanrk you again for your help, and do not hesitate to contact me with your concerns

at (301) 420-7395.
Sincerely, , .
i}W%W, A, g, CPC

Michael Brenneis, MA, M.Div, CPC
Coordinator, Continuing Care
Services and Three Quarter Way -
House, Outpatient Department:

Please identify yourself. -

Name:
Relationship to Client:

2420 Brooks Drive e Suitland, Maryland 20746-5294 ® (301) 967-3700 ® FAX: (301) 967-3953
Affillated with the Daughters of Charity, Nationaf Health System
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
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WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

PO Box 588

Office of the
Bishop Tel. 507/454-4643

January 21, 1993

Mr. Michael Brenneis

Coordinator, Continuing Care Services
Saint Luke Institute

2420 Brooks Drive

Suitland, Maryland 20746-5294

AR v e

Dear Mr. Brenneis,

Earlier this month Father William Curtis informed me that he will be parti-
cipating in a Continuing Care Workshop at Saint Luke's from February 22-26,
1993, He advised me that you request’'a letter from me about his situation

at the present time.

Frankly, my contacts with Father Curtis have been very few. I have not seen
him in the past six months. I spoke with him over the telephone before
Christmas. He did write to me about this aftercare workshop.

The relationship between Father Curtis and myself, I do believe, is somewhat
strained because he no longer is allowed to celebrate Mass publicly. But I

really do believe he is not angry, but somewhat frustrated and awkward about
dealing with me. I need to reach out to him more as I did before Christmas.

He has been very faithful to his program of recovery. Father Rick Thomson, my
Personal Liaison for Clergy Health Concerns, meets with him regularly and is
very pleased with his progress and attitude. Recently he had a car accident,
but I do belleve his health is reasonably good. He is faithful tec attendance
at support group meetings and he continues to see other priests on an informal

basis.

There is still some concern here in the diocese about past inappropriate
relationships which Father Curtis had with young people. We are providing
counseling for one at the present time and every once in a while something
from the past surfaces. I do hope that none of this will exacerbate Father's

continuing recovery.

Once again I thank you and the folks at Saint Luke's for their help to Father
Curtis and other priests from our diocese. God bless.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

J-:r&&A&uZLLLekﬂ_bvvz

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:jm
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January 27, 1993

Bishop John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona
Diocesan Pastoral Center
55 West Sanborn

Winona, Minnesota

Dear Bishop Vlazny --

This morning I had my monthly session with Father
Thomson, and following that I went to the travel
agency to get my tickets to Washington, D.C. The
last time I was at St. Luke's -- in October -- the
round-trip tickets were somewhere around $350.00 -
$385.00. Today when I went to purchase the tickets
they were about $995.00 -- close to a thousand.

So I didn't get the tickets, and I won't be going
back to St. Luke's for my fourth Workshop from Feb-

ruary 22~26.

I called Father Thomson about the tickets and told
him that I wouldn't be going back -- as long as the
prices of tickets are beyond my ability to pay. I
have a very LIMITED income! He suggested that the
Diocese take up thetab, but I told him I wouldn't

allow that. The Diocese has already taken up the

expenses on my account -- embarrassingly so for me!

I will continue to go to the meetings I attend every
week, continue to go to Rochester, weather permitting.
to the Priests' Support Group., and continue to see
Father Thomson each month.

This has nothing to do with my lack of response to
going back to St. Luke's. I JUST CANNOT AFFORD IT!!

I have not said anything in the course of the years
since the allegations were levelled against me. But
all I am going to say is that I know what I have done
and I also know what I have NOT done.

I am enclosing a copy of the letter I will be sending
to Mrs. Catherine Turner at St. Luke's

With kindest regards, I remain,

I am trusting that you Fraternally,
will keep this confidential: .
Father Mahon and Father Thomson

Fathér William Doran Curtis

WC000458
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January 27, 1993

Mrs. Catherine Turner

St. Luke's Institute

2420 Brocks Drive
Suitland, Maryland - 20746

Dear Catherine --

Today, I went to purchase my round-trip tickets
for Washington, D.C. At the time of my last
Workshop -- in October -- the tickets were around
$350.00 - $385.00. Now when I went to purchase
the tickets for my fourth Workshop, the tickets
round-trip were $995.00.

T can't afford the price of the tickets. I have
very LIMITED income. I, as a result, will not be
able to attend this Workshop -=- or any other until
the prices come down.

T will continue to get to my weekly meetings, con-
tinue to see Father Thomson on a monthly basis, and
continue to get to the Priests' Support Group in
Rochester, Minnesota, -- weather permitting.

But I won't be coming back to St. Luke's for the
Workshops.

Somebody suggested that I let the Diocese take up
the tab on the tickets. But I won't allow that.
The Diocese has already spent too much on me and I
just won't allow that.

I want.to thank you for the all the help you have
given me. I find you are really easy to talk to.

With kind regards always, I remain,

Sincerely.

-

f‘-_
Father William D- tis
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PO Box 588

Office of the
Tel, 507/454-4643

Bishop

February 1, 1993

g

Reverend William Doran Curtis i
500 Troendle Street, SE

P.Q. Box 404

Mapleton, Minnesota 56065

Dear Bill,

This weekend I received your letter of January 27th, I can appreciate how
frustrating the last couple of years have been for you as you tried to
readjust to a life of retirement while continuing to attend to your own
personal recovery. Father Thomson has told me time and again how faithful
you have been to the program you accepted when you left Saint Luke's.

Bill, in your letter you indicated that you would not be going back to Saint
Luke's Institute for a workshop from February 22-26. That cannot be an option
for you, Bill. This matter is much too serious. I ask that you notify Saint
Luke's that you will indeed be present and, if you cannot afford the
transportation, please call my office and ask my secretary, Janice Market, to
arrange for the purchase of these tickets. We can deal with the matter of

payment later. Perhaps you can pay what you can, and I will see to it that
the rest is taken care of. You probably travelled over a weekend last October

and that reduced the cost. If you cannot stay over a weekend, then the
tickets do cost much more.

God bless you, Bill. You will have a special place in my prayers as you
return to Saint Luke's for the workshop later this month. I am sure that
these have not been the easiest weeks for you, I heard about your car
accident and that was certainly something you didn't need. I shall send a
copy of this letter to Father Thomson and ask him to continue supporting you
in your program of recovery. Please keep me in your prayers as we look
forward to the Lenten season.

Your brother in the Lord,

+ b SA %LL13A47

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:jm

cc: Reverend Richard G. Thomson
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July 3, 1993

Bishop John G. Vlazny
Diocesan Pastoral Center
55 West Sanborn

Winona, Minnesota - 55987

Dear Bishop Vliazny -~

Apparently, St. Luke's has changed its policy
regarding letters coming in before I go back to
my Fifth Workshop.

I know you are very busy, but if you can take the
time out to write this letter, I will be very grate-
ful -- and appreciative.

All goes well and I do a lot of reading -- getting
caught up on the books!!

With kindest regards always, I remain,

Fraternally,

Father William Doran Curtis
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Saint Luke Institute
To: The Official Superior of William Curtis

Bill will be returning to Saint Luke Institute in the near future to
participate in a Continuing Care Workshop. In order to assist us in assessing his/her
progress, we would ask that you take a short period of time to answer the following
questions and to return this form to us in the accompanying envelope.

1. How often have you been in contact with the client over the past six
months? Have these contacts been initiated by them or by you?

2. How would you characterize the relationship between the client and
yourself? To what do you attribute the character of this relationship?

3. How would you characterize his/her progress in recovery? You may want to
address some issues such as ministerial functioning, relations with those
with whom they live, relationships with authorities, participation in support

- group or recovery oriented activities, such as Twelve Step meetings,
psychotherapy, priest's/religious support groups, community activities, etc,

4. What other information are you aware of that you feel would be relevant to
our assessment that has not been covered by the first three questions?

You méy also wish to share your concerns with the Continuing Care client at this time.
We encourage our clients to seek out and take advantage of your observations.

Thank you again for your help, and do not hesitate to contact me with your concerns

at-(301) 420-7395.
Sincerely, ‘ i :
@WM%W, A, My, CPL

Michael Brenneis, MA, M.Div, CPC
Coordinator, Continuing Care
Services and Three Quarter Way
House, Outpatient Department

Please identify yourself:

Name: Most Reverend John G. Vlazny

Relationship to Client; _Bishop

2420 Brooks Drive ¢ Suitland, Maryland 20746-5294 ¢ (301) 967-3700 s FAX: (301) 967-3953
Affiliated with the Daughters of Charity, National Health System
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July 12, 1993

ey

g g

Michael Brenneis
Coordinator, Continuing Care
Saint Luke Institute

2420 Brooks Drive

Suitland, Maryland 20746-5294

TR oy p

Dear Michael,

Thank you for notifying me about Father Bill Curtis' return to Saint Luke
Institute to participate in a Continuing Care Workshop. I am pleased to
assist you in preparing for that visit.

During the past six months I have not seen Father Curtis. He does meet
regularly with my Special Liaison for Clergy Health Concerns, Father Rick
Thomson. .Father Thomson said they meet approximately once a month. These
meetings are in compliance with the aftercare program we agreed upon.

The relationship between myself and Father Curtis is somewhat distant, but T
do not see any fault in that. He has cooperated very well with Father Thomson
and his willingness and level of participation in meetings and aftercare are

credits to his recovery.

Father Curtis attends regular meetings of SA, Alanon and the Twelve Step
Recovery Program. He has struggled a great deal to gain some personal insight
into the nature of his sexual inappropriateness. We believe that he has
maintained sexual sobriety since returning home from treatment.

Father Curtis is a retired priest of our diocese. He is not allowed to
minister publicly, but he may celebrate Mass privately. He continues to See
some of his friends among the clergy. He chooses to participate in aftercare
and to maintain sobriety. That is a real credit to him,

I have always had some concern about Father Curtis’ level of denial in these
matters. I believe he has come to accept his situation and has struggled a
preat deal to learn more about himself. Obviously he would much prefer some
priestly activity during these years of retirement, I remain concerned that
these tribulations due to previous behavior are not yet exhausted. I am
concerned about his personal reaction if we ever have to deal with another

aggrieved party.

Thanks very much for the help you give Father Curtis and other priests of our
diocese. You have my respect and appreciation.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

+ \Tu—&w J Mu, w—z

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona
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Disliop Tel, 507 /454-4643

December 3, 1993

Dear
This week your pastor, y called to advise me about
your lingering sadness after the funeral of your son, Ae sald that

he thought things went well at the time of the funeral, but he understood
how painful and burdensome the loss of your son is for you now,

During this time of Advent when we pray for hope renewed in our hearts and
in our world, I write to extend to you my own sincere sympathy as you mourn
B death and try to face the future without him. T have asked Father
Schneider to visit you and I myself would be pleased to speak with you, if

you would find that acceptable and helpful at this time.

If you do not call me, within a few days I will follow up this letter with
a call to your home, It certainly would be possible the next time I am in

the vicinity of for us to get together either at the parish or at
your home.
Your former pastor, has advised me about difficulties,

I pray that the Christ of Peace will visit your hearts and your home again at

this blessed time of the year. May rest in peace and may you be consoled

in your deep sorrow. God bless.
Sincerely yours in the Lozd,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGVijm

cc:
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Bishop Tel. 507/454-4643

December [3, 1993

Dear

Thank you very much for receiving me into your home this past Sunday.
I was pleased to have the opportunity to visit and pray with you,

The church is sorry and I am sorry for all your hurts. I know how much
you miss and mourn his untimely death. You, he, and the rest of
your family will have a very special place in my prayers in the coming
weeks, :

When I was leaving, you indicated that you would not personally be
contacting me in the near future, But, if you change your mind,
please do not hesitate to call your pastor, Father Schneider, or myself.

I arrived only a few minutes later than planned at the church. The
celebration came off beautifully. God bhless.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,
+ v S Vil g

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: Im

cct Reverend Robert J, Schneider
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January 7., 1994

Bishop John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

Diocesan Pastoral Center
55 West Sanborn

Winona, Minnesota -~ 55987

Dear Bishop Vlazny --

I will be returning to St. Luke's Institute for

a Workshop which will be conducted from February
28, 1994, to March 4, 1994. After the Workshop.

I will visit my sister and brother-in-law in Silver

Spring, Maryland., as I usually do.

I received a letter to be filled out by you. I
am confident that you will write the letter. I
hate to bother you with this. because I know how
busy you are -- but St. Luke's requests it.

It is not too late in the New Year to wish you

many blessings in the New Year. I am in fond hopes
that many blessings will find their way into your

life.

Kindest regards always,
Fraternally.

P

\
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Saint Luke Institute

To: The Official Superior of Bill Curtis

Bill will be returning to Saint Luke Institute in the near future to
participate in a Continuing Care Workshop. In order to assist us in assessing his/her
progress, we would ask that you take a short period of time to answer the following
questions and to return this form to us in the accompanying envelope.

1. How often have you been in contact with the client over the past 5ix
months? Have these contacts been initiated by them or by you?

2. How would you characterize the relationship between the client and
yourself? To what do you attribute the character of this relationship? -

3. How would you characterize his/her progress in recovery? You may want to
address some issues such as ministerial functioning, relations with those
with whom they live, relationships with authorities, participation in support
group or recovery oriented activities, such as Twelve Step meetings,
psychotherapy, priest's/religious support groups, community activities, etc.

4. What other information are you aware of that you feel would be relevant to
our assessment that has not been covered by the first three questions?

You may also wish to share your concerns with the Continuing Care client at this time.
We encourage our clients to seek out and take advantage of your observations.

Thank you again for your help, and do not hesitate to contact me with your concerns

at (301) 420-7395.,
Sincerely, .
WathaitBumeis mmocte

Michael Brenneis, MA, M.Div, CPC
Coordinator, Continuing Care Serv.
Outpatient Department

Please identify yourself:

Name: Jokw 6. Vuctuy
Relationship to Client: _ Birbkug

2420 Brooks Drlve e Sultland, Maryland 20746-5204 ® (301) 867-3700 ¢ FAX: (301) 967-3053
Affiliated with the Daughters of Charity, National Health System

WC000474
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA. MINNESOTA 55987

OMce of the PO Box 588
Bishop Tel. 507/454-4643

January 17, 1994

T T PP W e e n

Michael Brenneis

Coordinator, Continuing Care Service
Saint Luke Institute

2420 Brooks Drive

Suitland, Maryland 20746-5294

A1

Dear Michael,

Recently, Father William Curtis, a priest of our diocese here in southern
Minnesota, asked me to write to you in preparation for his continuing care
workshop which will be conducted from February 28 to March 4. As his Bishop,
I am pleased to support him and I will pray for the success of the workshop.

Bill and I have not seen each other for over the past six months. We have
been in contact through the mail. He regularly visits with my priest liaison
for clergy health matters, Father Rick Thomson. Father Rick reports to me
tegularly about Bill's condition and aftercare.

Certainly the relationship between Father Curtis and myself has been an uneasy
one ever since his treatment, but he has been most cooperative.

Bill has progressed admirably in his recovery program. He is not allowed to
minister publicly but celebrates Mass privately. He visits a few close priest
friends, participates in support group activities, and is faithful to the
meetings with Father Thomson.

This fall a former victim of Father Curtis committed suicide. It was a
tragedy for the family and the community. It does not seem that the suicide
was connected with his former relationship with Father Curtis, but more the
result of unhappiness in his marriage and other situations. But now his
parents and siblings are threatening to go public with the information from
years ago concerning Father Curtis and their brother. Even though the matter
was settled three years ago with the alleged victim and his wife, there is the
possibility of publicity. I have visited the parents and tried to offer
pastoral care and support for them in this difficult time. Bill knows about

the suicide.

These are the observations which I hope will be helpful in serving Father
Curtis in early March. My prayers will be with all of you at that time.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

+ 7 edus I I}Ju.-n.u,\,a

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm
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January 17, 1994

T

Reverend William D. Curtis
500 Troendle Street, S.E.
P.0. Box 404

Mapleton, Minnesota 56065

Dear Bill,

When I returned from retreat I found your letter of January 7 in which
you asked me to write to Saint Luke's Institute in preparation for the
workshop there in early March. I wrote the letter today.

Thank you very much for your new year's greetings. I had a wonderful
beginning to the new year with my retreat in California, The weather
vwas wonderful and the setting was beautiful. I had a fine director and
trust that the memories of those peaceful, prayerful days will carry me
through the challenges and opportunities that are before us in 1994,

Thanks, Bill, for your continuing cooperation with Father Thomson and
your fidelity to your aftercare program. You always have a special

place in my prayers. I trust that you will keep the needs of our
diocesan church in your prayers as well. God bless and happy new year!

Your brother in the Lord,

+5 whus JSo- Vdew, Uy

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV:jm -
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January 18, 1994

Dear

More than one month has passed since I had the opportunity to visit you in
your home. I have prayed for you during this time and was especially mindful
of you at Christmas, which had to be a particularly difficult time for you
this year. I want to tell you once again how deeply saddened I am by the
death of your son, In a very limited way, I believe I can sense the
deep pain you still must feel over his loss.

You related to me that you knew that . had been sexually abused by Father
Curtis. You also had knowledge of the fact that had received a monetary
settlement from the Church as a result of the abuse, and you appeared to know
the details of that settlement, though they were clearly confidential. Towards
the end of our visit, I asked you what vou thought the Church could do for you
and suggested that you take some time to consider the matter and then contact
me with your thoughts. Quite frankly, 1 thought you might want some
assistance in obtaining family counseling to deal with death and the
circumstances of the abuse.

I was surprised, however, to learn that you were not interested in family
counseling and that you had, in fact, contacted a lawyer, and that you did not
want "the matter" to go public because it could hurt the community, the parish
and the Church in general. When you told me these things, it became clear to
me that you were suggesting that the Diccese of Winona pay a monetary

settlement to you and your wife.

I am still not clear as to why you believe you and your wife are entitled to
such a monetary award, whether it was because of the abuse by Father Curtis,
or death, or because of the Church's settlement with and his wife
before his death. However, 1 did clearly get the message that you were
seeking payment from the Diocese in order to keep the entire matter quiet.

I must tell you that the Diocese of Winona will not consider
any financial payment to you which could, in any way, be interpreted as a
payment to conceal the abuse or the facts of the settlement. I have consulted
with our attorney with respect to the legal implications involved and he has
suggested to me that the Diocese of Winona does not have any legal responsi-
bility to you as a result of abuse, or his death. 'The Diocese of
Winona did reach a confidential settlement of your son's claim with him and

WC000477
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January 17, 1994
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his wife before his death, and though we still deeply regret any pain or
injury the abuse caused him or his wife, or you for that matter, I believe the
Diocese of Winona has acted responsibly and justly in an attempt to compensate

him fully for the injury.

If you and your family see the value in family counseling to deal with the
abuse or your son's death, I will consider financial assistance to you for
that purpose out of pastoral concern for you and your family.

If you have any further questions or concerns regarding this matter, I trust

you will contact-me. I assure you of a continued remembrance in my prayers
and with you I commend to a loving and merciful God.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

+ T ol S Vot g

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

bec: Mr. George F. Restovich

WC000478
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January 23, 1994
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Bishop John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

Diocesan Pastoral Center
55 West Sanborn

Winona. Minnesota - 55987

Dear Bishop Vlazny --

It seems we have letters going back and forth across
the Diocese! As you know, I'm going back for my Work-
shop at SLI on the 28th of this month. When the Work-
shop is completed, on March 4th, I will be going to
visit my sister and brother-in-law, as I usually do.
in Silver Spring. Maryland.

I would like to ask you a couple of favors before then.

One, my sister and sister-in-law have been asking me if

I can perform the ceremony when my niece,

gets married. I would like to answer in the affirmative.

if I may. is the youngest daughter of my brother.

' vho died twenty years ago and left seven children.

I have married all my nices and nephews., both of

vho died also at 47 years of age, and my sister,
I don't know when the marriage will

take place. but it will be outside the Diocese. I don't

even know if there will be a marriage, but I want to be

sure of an answer. My sister and brother-in-law are to

be sure to ask that guestion when I visit them after the

Workshop.

Another favor I would 1like to ask of you -- I know the
subject is awkward. But who was

my classmate at Notre Dame, have both have had major surgery
this past year. Both are going to be 73 this year, and I
will be 75. So we're not getting any younger! If anything
happens to either of them while I'm vislting at any time,

or if I should receive a phone call suddenly telling me that
either of them is dead -- I want the favor of presiding at

the funeral services, IF I CANI!!!

WC000479
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I will let you know beforehand both of the marriage

and funeral. If you are not home, I will contact either
Father Mahon or Father Thomson. I certainly will let
you know after the fact.

I would appreciate your affirmation in these requests.

I know they are awkward to say the least -- especially

the funerals! But we're getting on in years and I have
already ordered my tombstone! I'm not being morbid,

just facing reality!

I celebrate Mass every day privately and I do remember
the Diocese and you in every Mass I celebrate. I, too,
wish you a very happy New Year.

Kindest regards always,

Fraternally,

P

WC000480
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January 31, 1994

Reverend William D. Curtis

500 Troendle Street, SE

P.0. Box 404

Mapleton, Minnesota 56065-0404

Dear Bill,

This past week I received your letter of January 23. It was good to hear from
you. I hope that the workshop at St. Luke's goes well for you. My prayers
will accompany you on your journey out East. I was also happy to hear that
you will be visiting your sister and brother-in-law after the workshop.

Bill, your request to celebrate the Eucharist publicly at the wedding of your
niece and future funerals in your family are understandable, but I am not
granting that permission. I have made the concession to permit your
celebration of the Eucharist privately. Because of your diagnosis I must be
consistent with diocesan policy and restrict you from public ministry. I know
this is a very difficult matter for you. These requests are yet another sign
for me that you continue to struggle. I regret that deeply and I do not want

to hurt you in any way.

Bill, I truly appreciate the way you have worked hard at staying healthy and

being faithful to your aftercare program at St. Luke's. I also know from
Father Thomson that you take advantage of every opportunity to receive the
support you need in this problematic situation. When Lent arrives each year,
as it will again this year on February 16, I am always conscious of the fact
that the most difficult penance of all is not the one I choose, but the one
that comes to me. This is bitter medicine for you, I know, but it truly is a
saving grace and I pray that you can come to appreciate it that way.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

+ T o lun J Vil

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: im
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March 18, 1994

Reverend William D. Curtis
P.0.. Box 404
Mapleton, Minnesota 56065-0404

Dear Bill,

It has recently come to my attention that you have been frequently seen
garbed as a priest in public. I was surprised to learn this because I
have clearly indicated that you may no longer function as a priest and
such garb is misleading. Therefore, I am instructing you not to wear

your Roman collar any more.

Bill, these prohibitions are difficult for you to accept, I know. They
are the necessary consequences of your diagnosis and I truly believe
they are helpful in your efforts to confront the truth of your illness.
As always, you have my prayers and encouragement in your personal
struggles to live a healthy life.

May the coming days of Holy Week and Easter be a time of grace for you
and those you love.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

+ 7 o S l/c,{ﬁ.‘tlux?

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

JGV: jm

cc: Reverend Richard G. Thomson
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July 12, 1994

Bishop John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

Diocesan Pastoral Center
55 West Sanborn

Winona. Minnesota - 55987

Dear Bishop Vlazny --

I"m going to the Workshop on Auqust 22 - 26.
1994. I will be leaving on August 21., 1994.

Saint Luke's Institute wrote me to send several
letters to their Continuing Care people -- one
of the letters 1is from vyou.

I am in fond hopes that yvou will write this
letter for me. I know you are busy but the

people at Saint Luke's have requested another
letter from you.

I continue to enjoy my retirement vears --
I keep busy with what I can do.

Kindest regards always.

Fraternally,

WC000486
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July 18, 1994

Mr. Michael Brenneis, MA, M.Div, CPC
Coordinator, Continuing Care Service
Outpatient Department

Saint Luke Institute

2420 Brooks Drive

Suitland, Maryland 20746-5294

Dear Mr, Brenneis,

It is my understanding that Father William D. Curtis, a retired priest of the
Diocese of Winona, will be coming for an aftercare session at Saint Luke
Institute next month. He asked that I touch base with you in anticipation of

his return to Saint Luke's.

It seems that Father Curtis continues to be faithful to his program of
recovery., I wrote to you at some length last time about another allegation
that has been raised against him. Thus far, the issue has not gone public,
but it is a continuing source of concern for him and all of us.

It does seem that some of the problems of Father Curtis in the past are more
widely known than I would ever have suspected. In recent months I had to
clarify my instructions to him about not functioning in public as a priest.

He had been appearing in public in his clerical dress much more than those who
are now in active ministry. I told him that he should not be doing this and I
suspect that this was not an easy directive for him to accept.

Truthfully, I really do believe that it would be good for Father Curtis to
move out of the community of which he served as pastor and in
which he has been living since his retirement and his treatment at Saint
Luke's. There, some of his victims and their families still reside. The
potential for an explosion is great, particularly if the present allegation
proves true and comes out in public. It would be far better for him to
conclude that he should move than for me to give that direction.

As always, I am deeply grateful for your service to our priests. I hope to be
able to visit Saint Luke's in early August to see another priest. My prayers
and good wishes are with all of you, God bless.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,

+ T ol SVl oat wrgy

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona
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Saint Luke Institute

To: The Official Superior of Bi1l Curtis:

Bill will be returning to Saint Luke Institute in the near future to
participate in a Continuing Care Workshop. In order to assist us in assessing his/her
progress, we would ask that you take a short period of time to answer the following
questions and to return this form to us in the accompanying envelope.

1. How often have you been in contact with the client over the past six
months? Have these contacts been initiated by them or by you?

2. How would you characterize the relationship between the client and
yourself? To what do you attribute the character of this relationship?

3. How would you characterize his/her progress in recovery? You may want to
address some issues such as ministerial functioning, relations with those
with whom they live, relationships with authorities, participation in support
group or recovery oriented activities, such as Twelve Step meetings,
psychotherapy, priest’s/religious support groups, community activities, etc.

4. What other information are you aware of that you feel would be relevant to
our assessment that has not been covered by the first three questions?

You may also wish to share your concerns with the Continuing Care client at this time.
We encourage our clients to seek out and take advantage of your observations.

Thank you again for your help, and do not hesitate to contact me with your concerns

at (301) 420-7395.
Sincerely, .
WthaBunes, ma mbyeie

Michael Brenneis, MA, M.Div, CPC
Coordinator, Continuing Care Serv.
Outpatient Department

Please identify yourself:

Name:
Relationship to Client:

2420 Brooks Drive ¢ Suitland, Maryland 20746-5294 e (301) 967-3700 & FAX: (301) 867-3853

Afflliated with the Dauahters of Charity, National Health System
WC000488
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St. Bernard's Parish

Rev. Dr. Richard Thomson, OSC
116 4th Ave SE
Stewartville, MN 55976

Telephone 507 533-8257

I QGY\QF‘AO_(\’\"\CLQ\ QQp\/
Juiie 23; 1995

Mr, Michael Brenneis

Outpatient Dept. Saint Luke Institute
2420 Brooks Drive

Suitland, MD 20746-5294

Dear Michas],

I am responding to your request regarding progress and post treatinent for
Fr. William Curtis. Since this will be the last time that Fr. Curtis is required to return to
Saint Luke, I wish to take a moment to reflect on the last five years.

Fr. Curtis has done excellent work in maintaining his program. He regularly
attends SA Meetings, Al-Anon, and the 12-Step Recovery Group for priests of the
Diocese. Fr. Curtis participates in these meetings regarding SA. He attained a sponsor
early on in his program. This personal investment in recovery has served Fr. Curtis well.

This has not been an easy time for him as he was instructed to relinquish any and
all public ministry. Also, since leaving, Fr. Curtis has been dealing with another suit
involving sexual abuse allegations of a man who is now

This person claimed that Fr. Curtis abused him I

believe Fr. Curtis when he states that these allegations are false. However, since Fr.
Curtis has a history in this area, he has been forced to undergo the arduous and lengthy
process of settlement, This has been an extremely taxing time for Fr. Curtis. I would ask
that this issue be addressed while he is in aftercare, Overall, Fr. Curtis has done well and
I believe he will continue to do well as he maintains his program of recovery.

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at the above

address or phene number.

3 4E:amson, 0SC
Vicar for Clergy Health Concerns

RT/pc

cc: The Most Reverend John Vlazny
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June 25, 1995

Bishop John G. Vlazy

Bishop of Winona

Diocesan Pastoral Center

55 West Sanborn Street

Winona, Minnesota ~ 55987-0588

Dear Bishop Vlazny --

I am due to go to St. Luke's Institue for the
Continuing Workshop on August 21-25, 1995.

I am enclosing a letter which they requested
from you.

I haven't heard from It is taking
a lot out of me!

I keep busy in my retirement years. I do a
lot of reading -- catch up on books. I always
like to read so it isn't boring.

Thank you for writing the letter.

Kindest regards always,

Fraternally,

WC000493
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DIOCESE OF WINQONA
55 WEST SANBORN
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

PO Box 588

Office of the
Tel. 507/454-4643

Bishop

June 30, 1995

Mr. Michael Brenneis

Coordinator, Continuing Care Service
Saint Luke Institute

2420 Brooks Drive

Suitland, Maryland 20746-5294

RE: REVEREND WILLIAM CURTIS

Dear Michael,

Father William Curtis, a retired priest of the Diocese of Winona, has requested that I write to you
as he prepares for a continuing care workshop at Saint Luke'’s in August. My letter will follow the
outline of the questions you proposed.

Father Curtis and I have been in contact only once or twice in the past six months. I initiated those
contacts but I want you to know that Father Curtis has been very faithful at staying in touch with
our Vicar for Priests, Father Rick Thomson.

The relationship between Father Curtis and myself is satisfactory from my perspective but probably
a bit difficult from his. We are still trying to settle a case from many years ago in which he is
alleged to have abused a youngster in his parish. He denies the allegation but the fact that there
have been other such incidents makes it all difficult to resolve. Furthermore, since I am the one who
must enforce diocesan policy that he not minister publicly as a prlcst this is not helpful to our
developing a good relationship since he would very much like to minister publicly, But he is doing
as well as anyone can expect, in my judgement.

Father Thomson assures me that Bill is progressing well in his recovery, I am concemed about the
fact that this is his final continuing care workshop. I worry about his living in a community where
he had been a pastor and where there have been rcponed incidents of child abuse. A number of
our priests support him in a way I believe is unhealthy since they regard his present treatment by
the diocese as somewhat cruel. All of this is difficult for Bill and for me.

Bill has had other health problems but things seem to-be going well at present. As his bishop I

have found him cooperative and considerate, My prayers are with you and him as we look forward )

to his participation in the program at Saint Luke’s one more time. God bless.
Sincerely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Rishop of Winona

JGV:jm

becc: Reverend Richard G. Thomson
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Saint Luke Institute

To: The Official Superior of Bill Curtis

Bill will be returning to Saint Luke Institute in the near future to
participate in a Continuing Care Workshop. In order to assist us in assessing his/her
progress, we would ask that you take a short period of time to answer the following
questions and to return this form to us in the accompanying envelope.

1. How often have you been in contact with the client over the past six
months? Have these contacts been initiated by them or by you?

2. How would you characterize the relationship between the client and
yourself? To what do you attribute the character of this relationship?

3. How would you characterize his/her progress in recovery? You may want to
address some issues such as ministerial functioning, relations with those
. with whom they live, relationships with authorities, participation in support
- group or recovery oriented activities, such as Twelve Step meetings,
psychotherapy, priest’s/religious support groups, community activities, etc.

4. What other information are you aware of that you feel would be relevant to
our assessment that has not been covered by the first three questions?

You may also wish to share your concerns with the Continuing Care client at this time.
We encourage our clients to seek out and take advantage of your observations.

Thank you again for your help, and do nct hesitate to contact me with your concerns

at (301) 420-7395.
Sincerely, _
W%wm, M4 by, CPC

Michael Brenneis, MA, M.Div, CPC
Coordinator, Continuing Care Serv.
Outpatient Department

Please identify yourself:

Name:
Relationship to Client:

2420 Brooks Drive ¢ Suitland, Maryland 20746-5294 » (301) 967-3700 » FAX; (301) 967-3953
Afflllatad with the Daughters of Charity, National Health System

WCO000495
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MEMORANDUM

To: File

From: Bishop John Vlazny R

Date: August 21, 1995

Re: Meeting with

On Sunday, August 20, I met with his daughter for nearly an
hour at the rectory of He came to visit with
me about the alleged abuse of his son, by Father Bill Curtis and the

ongoing struggle to resolve the matter.

brought the case to Jeff Anderson in the Twin Cities nearly two years ago.
was nervous and somewhat upset. His daughter came along with him
even though I was not expecting her. He was basically looking for three

things:

1. He wanted the matter resolved soon and felt it had gone on much too
long. He used the number $50,000 and said that his son wanted $25,000.
That is probably the reason for the larger number since the attorney
usually requires half the settlement. He talked about this money being
unnecessary but symbolic. He was more concerned, he said, about the

next issue.

2. He wants his son to have the counseling that is necessary in order to be
restored to health. He still worries about his son. He said when the
issue of counseling fees was raised the family was told that the church
does not assist with counseling once alleged victims have gone to
attorneys. I responded that I know of no definitive policy but that
once attorneys are involved these matters are handled by them.
Furthermore, in this case, the attorney dealing with the plaintiff‘s
attorney works for the insurance company. But I promised to contact my

attorney.

3. In an effort to achieve some kind of reconciliation, there should be
some apology. I pointed out that it is difficult in a situation where
the alleged perpetrator denies the accusation and is unlikely to
apologize. 1 certainly was sSOTry about all the grief and aggravation
this whole experience had caused him, but 1 never apologized for what
Father Curtis had done since I wasn't sure he had really done what he

was accused of.
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File Memo B
August 21, 1995
Page Two

At the end of our visit was looking for some time line in this
matter. I said I would try to get in touch with our attorney and see if this
could not be moved along more quickly. T was thinking of a time frame of a
couple of weeks. He indicated that his son might very well file a suit and
then this could all become a bigger issue. 1 made no comment about that and
expressed no fear nor approval of such an action.

had been assisted by a visit he made to in

upon the recommendation of of the He
found to be very helpful and this precipitated his visit with

me on Sunday, August 20.
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St. Bernard's Parish

Rev. Dr. Richard Thomson, OSC
116 4th Ave SE
Stewartville, MN 65978

Telephone 507 533-8257

September 13, 1995

Fr. William D. Cutis
500 Troendle St. SE
PO Box 404
Mapieton, MN 56065

Dear Bill,

I am in receipt of your note of September 10, including a copy of your letter from -
I am sorry that the matter continues to go on and I hope and pray it is resolved.

I am very concerned about you and what may be happening with you physically. Iam

sending you a copy of a letter from I strongly suggest that
you show this letter to your personal physician and take whatever appropriate measures

are necessary.

I realize this has been an extremely difficult and stressful time. I also admire your
continuing care for yourself, especially attending your support group meetings and main-
taining contact with myself. Please know that you are in my prayers daily and that I, like

yourself, look forward to a settlement as soon as possible.

ratebrally in Chrjst,

Rey. Dr. Richard Thomson, OSC
RT/pe

enc: 1

cc: Bishop John G. Vlazny

L COpRY
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St. Bernard's Parish

Rev, Dr. Richard Thomson, OSC
116 4th Ave SE
Stewartville, MN 55976

September 13, 1995
Confidentiai Memo To:
Bishop John Vlazny
Diocese of Winona

55 West Sanborn, Box 588
Winona, MN 55987

RE: Fr. William Curtis

Please find enclosed copy of my letter to Bill, as well as letter from
to myself.

Signe :
'z
XN
Rev. Dr. Richard Thomson, OSC

RT/pc

enc: 2

Telephone 507 533-8257
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don't know! The

December 6, 1995

Dear Rick --

I heard from the yesterday-
The reason I am writing now. T had company

from St. Louis. The
called me -~ they saild they'd received the
notice from The ultra-sound

of my brain proved normal.

_ the neurologist, ordered me to
take two or three Aspirins a day- I take

them at breakfast time. He said they prevent

a stroke. I presume from that I had a small
stroke that affected my gpeech difficulty.
hasn't called me
in yet. He was the one who referred me to
the neurologist. I went to him about one
month ago. referred me to the
where I had a brain ultra-sound.
had a yascular-sound of my neck.

All turned out correct.

I hope the Bishop and the lawyers don't think
I'm guilty of the allegations made againt me by
1'11 have to live with that all

the days of my 1ife. The allegations against

me are false.

Kindest regards always.

Fraternally.

WC000503

s ..Hm.m,.,lﬂm.w_.m i [

(i



wC

February 27, 1996

Dear Rick --

I went to in the early part of November.
He referred me to a neurologist -- of the
He performed a Vascular ultra-sound
on my neck. They proved NORMAL. He presribed Lwo or
three Asprins a day to prevent a future stroke. 1I'm
thinking ~~ I'm not sure of this -- he said I had a
small stroke that causes mv difficulty with my speech.
He referred me to the T §
went there about a week later --— (saw you at that time,
I went to the 12 Step Meeting of the Priests) They
performed a Brain ultra-sound on my head. They proved
NORMAL!!! I suppose it is reasonable to say that I
had a small stroke that causes my difficulty with my
speech. I don't know!!!!

I ask your permission to drop out of the 12 Step Meeting
at the Guest House for Priests. I get ohvsically tired

after the long drive. I go to and we go out
to supper. I return home and I get to bed right away.
I go to my office ~- where has a bed. He goes to
bed in the bedroom -- I am 76 now, and is 75. I'm

very tired after the long drive (100 miles) to

I ask your permission to leave the S.A. group in

I'm very scary to drive at night -- it happened about
six months ago. Ever since my accident (about two years
ago) I'm very scared to drive at night. I'm scared as
hell to drive at night. I ask your permission!!!

I would go to the Priests' Meeting at the Guest House
in March or April (depending on the weather.) We could
get in touch by phone.

That's all for now. There isn't much news from Mapleton
or the Diocese. I made out a new LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT.
I already sent it to John Vitek the new Chancellor. I
hope he's received it. It has a notarized witness and
seal. It has the two signatures prescibed by law.

Kindest regards always,
Fraternally,
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St. Bernard's Parish

Rev. Dr. Richard Thomson, 0.5.C.

116 4th Ave SE
stewartville, MN 55976

Telephone 507 533-8257

February 29, 1996

The Most Rev. John G. Vlazny
Diocese of Winona

55 W. Sanborn, Box 588
Winona, MN 55987

Dear Bishop Vlazny,

Please find enclosed a letter from Fr. Curtis. My recommendation is in my letter to him.
At this stage of his recovery, and given the minimal insight he has acquired these past
seven years, I would recommend he be allowed to attend meetings when it is possible for
him to do so. I would not give him permission to completely break with his program. I

will be happy to relay your decision regarding this matter.

(/S‘iﬁ?:‘e in Chaidt,

N S,

Fr. Richard Thomson, OSC
RT/pc
Enc. 2

cc: file

WCO000505
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St. Bernard's Parish

Rev. Dr. Richard Thomson, OSC
116 4th Ave SE
Slewartville, MN 55976 s o

Telephone 507 533-8257

[RUND CoPY)

February 29, 1996

Fr. William Curtis
300 Trodendale St. S
PO Box 404
Mapleton, MN 56065

Dear Bill,

I am in receipt.of your letter of February 27. First, let me say that since your return home
from your last visit to Saint Lukes, I have been quite concerne for you regarding your
health. 1am pleased for you that you took the steps that you did to clarify what has gone
on regarding your speech. Secondly, regarding the program that you are involved in for
your recovery, you have done a wonderful job of being faithful to the meetings and the
program of recovery. I quite understand your desire to cut back on these meetings at this

stage of your life.

Bill, it is not my privy to give you permission or to release you from the aftercare
program as it was worked out at Saint Lukes. However, fully understanding your
situation, I will recommend to the Bishop that at this point in your life, you'll be allowed
to attend meetings when you feel up to it and when conditious allow. Ona more personal
note, I know this has been a great struggle for you and 1 would hate to see you sever all
fies to recovery. Flease know that you are always in my prayers and I'll be in touch with

you shortly.

Fr. Richard Thomson, OSC

RT/pe
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St. Bernard's Parish

Rev. Dr. Richard Themson, 0.5.C.
116 4th Ave SE
Stewariville, MN 55974

Telephone 507 533-8257

April 2, 1996

Confidential Memo To:
Bishop John Vlazny
Diocese of Winona

55 W. Sanborn, Box 588
Winona, MN 55987

RE: Fr. William Curtis

As per our conversation last week, I recommend that in your correspondence with Bill,
you do not give Bill carte blanche to back away from his program. On the other hand,

insensitivity to Bill's age as well as his physical condition, we need to recognize these

limitations, give Bill credit for what he has done, and encourage him to continue in

whatever capacity he feels he is able.

I have two concerns for letting Bill go. The first is his tendency to isolate, which might
lead to trouble. The second concern is that even though Bill has never genuinely
integrated the program into his life, continuing to go to meetings helps to keep Bill

focused.

IfT can be of any further assistance regarding this, please let me know.

Signed,

Rev. Dr. Richard Thomson, OSC
RT/pc

cc: file

WCO000507
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
33 WEST SANBORM
WANONA MINBESOTA - 55087

Gilice of the PO Bax 588
Bishop Tel. 507/454-4643

April 24, 1996

Reverend William D. Curtis
P.O. Box 404
Mapleton, Minnesota 56065-0404

Dear Bill,

Over the past few weeks Father Thomson has been in conversation with me about the letter

you wrote to him on February 27 in which you were looking for an opportunity to relax your
commitment to the program which you have pursued so faithfully the past six years as a way of
staying healthy. I certainly want you to know how grateful I am to you for your perseverance and
also how much I admire you for taking all of this on at a time whicti you had dreamed might be

spent otherwise.

Certainly I want to be sensitive to your age and your physical condition. These are limitations
that you must deal with each day. But I also want to encourage you to continue in those aspects
of the program where you feel capable of doing so.

It certainly will be important for you to stay with Father Thomson and others who have had to
deal with health issues over the years. It’s never good to try and go it alone. And I know that
going to meetings has helped keep you focused on the issue.

God bless you, Bill, during these beautiful Easter dgys. I wanted to write to you sooner but Holy
Week and Easter caught up with me with an intensity that I couldn’t quite match. It seems that
ever since then I have been under the weather and I am trying to bounce back as best I can, while
trying to stay faithful to my commitments on the chrism trail. It’s the worst time of the year for a -
bishop to get sick. AndIdidit! But that probably does not surprise you, given my track record
in the diocese, Happy spring time! Happy Easter season.

Your brother in the Lord,

+ G ol S Vol et wey

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

IGV/im

bcc: Reverend Richard G. Thomson

WC000508
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May 14, 1996

Bishop John G. Vlazy

(or his successor)

The Diocesan Pastoral Center
55 Sanborn Street

Winona, Minnesota - 55987

Dear Bishop Vliazy --
(or his successor)

I used to lay awake at St. Luke's at night:

Why was I here! doesn't beleive
me -- I told him the storyvy of

I told him that came into the
house -~ along with h is father, -~ to

carry upstairs the air conditioner. I told him
that he was going downstairs I cautioned him

to keep the stairways -« there was a bump on the
stairways. I cautioned him to not bump his head

on the way downstairs. didn't beleve
me! didn't beleive me where was ghe
evidence that and (both of

them never happened).

has never happened.
came to my house every time he had a time off.
phoned me one time and he phoned
me he had a fight with his parents -- and he
could stay with me. I agreed to this -- I phoned
his mother first and I told her that we were stay-
ing at the house (Rectory before I retired.)

is staying overnight -- we talked about the
fight and we went to bed -- he went to bed in the
sofa which turned into a bed -- I went to my bed-

room. And after that I made breakfast for him.

I drove him home after that. There was nothing

that happened. It is all made up., A lawyer said

after the course of events after I was sued by
will have to live

with his assertion of things that never happened.”

He left the Priesthood and he never

married.

I first found about that when I was informed by
one of the Staff . I protested
-~ I didn't get anywhere. I don't think he was a
homosexual -- I guess he was. I was informed by

one of the staff. I protested that information -~
because it was not true. He claimed that I have
masturbated him and had him drank all the kinds of

alcholic beverages. I have never been "drunk" in
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my life! I certainly did not masturbate him. The
reason I say this is that record of this happening.
I never masturbate him -- that's for sure! I hope
that the "record” of this will be destroyed!

My staff in this interview said I had an "irrational

thinking!" I had an interview with a nun (before I
wvent to St. Luke's) -- she was very disappointing! She
interviewed on the way of images -- I was supposed to

tell her what they looked like. I told her that the
were used to tell something. 1I1'd make it very pleasant
-- the most pleasurable. I'd make it very pleasant.
She didn‘'t like that. She gave me an "irrational think-

ina." I heard from that nun the first time that
. was why I was there. I didn't to stop her -~
I thought is was useless -- the same thing that

I didn't know why I was there!
had NEVER happenedi

While I was there at St. Luke's the }

case come up -- about two or three weeks I got there.

He is now dead. He lied about several things: he

said to the lawyer I had abused him sexually on Sundays.
That is not true! He told the lawyer that I was sexually
abused him several times at his house. I didn't go

to the house one time. This is not true! He told the
lawyer that I sexually abused him several times in

the car. I went to his house one time to express

my amazement at the house -- it was an A form house.
The only time I was there. That is not true!

I heard that I was "hugging" the younger men when I
was still Pastor of St. Teresa's. I never "hugged"
younger men in my life! That's all rumor!!!

I have your letter of the April 24, 1996! I had your
letter you said "I shouldn't wear my collar." I de-
stroyed that. 7T have your letter of April 24, 1996.
I was surprised at that!

I have prayed that
come forward the truth! I didn't

expect the answer to my prayers!

I 1ive in a small town and I didn't want to find out

I was homosexual. I still don't! I thought you would
receive the letter from St. Luke's telling I had a

hard time to coming to terms with my "self orientation.”
I still do -- I hate being a homosexual! I have
suffered my life-long. I have suffered at my Priest-
hood, I have suffered as long as the headlines decry
the sexual abuse -- it is so unnecessary! I have
suffered being a homosexuual!!! I try to have a

WC000510
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release from it -- but to no avail. I try to accept
my "self orientation” but to no avail.

I suffered a lot -- but I don't think it will EVER
go away.

TR T AT agy
1
]

You beleive me or not!l

I want to give you a report on things that NEVER happened.
You tell Jerry Mahon, and your Executive Secretary, John
Broadwater ~- tell them that have NEVER happened. Jerry
Mahon that I liked him -- I always did. Jerry Mahon

I used to visit in the Seminary when he was Rector.

Fraternally,

{Seee
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June 24, 1996

Dear Rick --

I had a Meniere's Attack Friday at breakfast

time -- I had another attack Sunday afternoon.

I had another attack this Monday morning.

I don't want to drive anymore. The attack
Sunday afternoon was horrible I was driving
along when the attack hit me. The room of
the car turned upside down! Fortunately, I
was able to stop the car. I had an attack
this morning -- I had another attack Friday
at noon. I was eating my lunch and it hit
me., I fell down!

I won't go to the meeting anymore -- I will
end up on the last of the month. I hate to
drive at night -- and the attacks made me
hit me -- I don't want to drive at night.
Unexexpectedly something might happen!

The Mayo Clinic provided some medication --
I take it everyday.

The meetings -- I will miss them. I had
bonded this group. Will keep 1In touch with
my sponsor -~ that's all I can do!

Kindest regards always,

Fraternally,

Deae

WC000512
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St. Bernard's Parish

116 4th Ave SE
Stewarlville, MN 55976 _ —

Telephone 507 533-8257

July 1, 1996

Most Rev. John Vlazny
Diocese of Winona

55 W. Sanborn, Box 588
Winona, MN 55987

Confidential Memo to File

RE: Fr. William Curtis

Fr. Curtis has informed me that as a consequence of his current health problems, he will
be unable to attend any further meetings. I recommend that no further correspondence
regarding this issue is necessary and that everything that can be done for Fr. Curtis to
assist him in the direction of recovery has been done. Obviously, the Diocese should
continue suspension of Fr. Curtis's faculties.

Signed,
oy

bt - 5 r-'-"""j
4 :

’ = G e -
Rev. Dr. Richard Thomson, OSC
RT/pe
Enc. 1

WCO000513

P PIHE s Dy aee s e e a2

o



wC 11¢

WINDN
Packeal Contey —
53 ¥lerl Sanhoin

July 5, 1996

Reverend William D. Curtis
300 Troendle Street, SE

PO Box 404

Mapleton, Minnesota 56065

Dear Bill,

PO BN ann
LN SO SaenT nang

OMieze o thes Pislon Fax i e

Just this week Father Rick Thomson advised me about all the recent attacks you had been

experiencing, I can understand how fi
throughout these difficult days.

ghtened you were. I assure you of my prayers and support

Bill, if there is anything I can do to be of assistance to you, please do not hesitate to call. I know

that Father Thomson has been very fait

hful in his efforts to guide you through all the aftercare

experiences since your time at Saint Luke's. I appreciate the way you have cooperated with him
and me and, more importantly, I am grateful for the good priestly service you gave to the people
of this diocese. I pray that these days of retirement will remain peaceful and that God will bless

your priestly heart.
Sincerely yours in the Lord,

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

IGV/im

WCO000514
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January 9, 1997

Dear Bishop Vlazny -~

I have to to the PRIESTS' RETIREMENT HOME in
Wabasha, Minnesota. I can't live alone any-
more.

' The room will cost me $46.00 a day. I only have
$910.00 from my pension check and $430.00 from
my Social Security check. That's all I live
on,

My car is being sold. I ask $9,000.00 for it.
I have another adress;
It will be.

Father William D. Curtis

St. Elizebeth Hospital

Wabasha, Minnesota - 55981-1098

This is only secret. I have adress In the
COURIER. I have not wanted to publish until

the comes.

I have not live alone -- I have not live alone
anymore.

I can tell you when the time comes -- especially
February 14,

Kindest regards always,

Fraternally,

(At

WC000324
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January 17, 1997

Bishop John G. Vlazny
Diocesan Pastoral Center
55 West Sanborn

Winona, Minnesota - 55987

Dear Bishop -~

You can publish now! The COURIER does not
come out for February.

You can publish now. The COURIER has a list
of Hospitals. I am leaving on February 7th or

8th.

Kindest regards always,

Fraternally,

Aot
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January 20, 1997

Bishop John G. Vlazny
Dicesan Pastoral Center
55 West Sanborn

Winona, Minnesota - 55987

Dear Bishop Vlazny --
I wonder if you can help me out!

The room is costing me $46.00 -- I

had a small amount through my carrying
account. I don't have it anymore. I
think the amount is too small. I need
$1,000.00 to pay for the room. The
little left over is paying for the
little expenses.

I need a $1,000.00 -- it is possibe for
the Retirement Fund to pay for it.

Kindest regards always,

Fraternally,

Prct?
I think $46.00 -- that comes to $1380.00
a month -- I'11 pay $46.00 ~- it comes to
$1426.00 a month. I need a little cash
for expenses -- I don't live on the hog,
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14 February, 1997

The Most Rev. John G. Vlazny, D.D,.,
Bishop of Winona,

55 W. Sanborn st., P, 0., Box 588,
Winona, WS 55987

Dear John,

Yesterday I tried to phone Fr. Bill Curtis, an old friend of mine,
in Mapleton but got a recorded message that his number had been
disconnected. So I called the Pastoral Center to find out if he
had a new number. After talking to two different people in the
office I was informed that his number could not be given out
without the clearance of a Megr. who would not be in the office
until later in the morning. Although I left my phone number I did
not get a call back, so I wonder what has happened.

Bill and I made our Novitiate together. We graduated from Notre
Dame together (Philosophy). While in Theology he joined the
Diocese of Winona and celebrates (as we do) his 50th anniversary

of ordination this year.

I received a card from him at Christmas, and was hoping to drive
to Mapleton and see him next week as I had an opportunity to drive
to Rochester, a trip I've now cancelled.

If something has happened to Bill that is of a confidential nature
I understand.

At the and of January I was in Chicago and had dinner with
I had worked with them at

different hospitals over the years. But I didn't get to the
St.+ Aloysius area on that trip.

Sincerely in Our Llord,

WC000327



| et R . i e

wC

April 18, 1997

Reverend William D. Curtis

St. Elizabeth’s Health Care Center
1200 West 5th Grant Boulevard
Wabasha, Minnesota 55981

Dear RBill,

Father Jerry Conway was so kind as to invite me to be with you for the
celebration of your golden anniversary as a priest on Saturday, May 3.
Unfortunately, I have two Confirmations later that day in Fulda and
Worthington. At the time you begin this anniversary gathering, I must be
on my way to our western deanery. I wish I could have been there for you,

Bill, please do accept my sincere congratulations and prayerful support as you
thank God for these fifty years of priestly life and ministry here in the Diocese
of Winona. Iknowthat your health has been more questionable in recent
months and you are still adjusting to your new surroundings. I trust that the
prayers and support of family and friends will lift your spirits and touch your
heart with God’s favor and peace.

Thanks very much for your kindness to me over the years. Please do give my
‘warmest greetings to and all the

staff at St, Elizabeth’s. Happy Golden Day! Ad multos annos!
Your brother in the Lord,
+ ¢l JE ILae uag

The Most Reverend John G. Vlazny
Bishop of Winona

MOST RENVEREND JOUHN G VIELNZNY, DD
SSOMEST SANBONY IR )
WINDUN A, MY 550y
SOTY 15 HG)
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early training wes in error but we were raised to believe cne did nothing el
to hurt individvals, bring them sorrow and cemme community gedsip, -~
‘Church was = place you find hope and feith to ense the worldly chaos :
end to face the coming week with renewed vigor, a place you gledly Rl
return the following Sunday with quickened step, not fesr and despair, .;-"g
for another LIFT, Maybe # am all wrong but I hate fear and hnte to e
hear people aceused publicly, 0
Again, may I agk, please do not roveal the contonta of this T
;lettar and keep my name 1n conridence 1n all things, S
i - |

_“incerely,

L5

WCO000336



wC

@ EHURCH OF SAINT
A, JOSEPH & & & X
JASPER MINNESOTA

Do
ﬁf “t%_auu, Ao i ’4%7&.&.,” . 7 (749 Py :__4,4.-«'/2; z :
—A/?f,u;_.d B T Hn @/b:ﬂwam A st /y)waZ,ua_
R WO S PP Y ‘?/ Z(_M,L -{L;_, o S i
s % e

MW ou~—,& \_AJ_Jffc/ e

,.é’/(//cx_}-/ e @t _1;44.&:.47,6-»-_-(_% .‘ZUZM:J,—««_, /s
AAee LA Al e, ;;Q&qu_.m et f % —/‘ZZ/»—%/_J ;ﬁ/

75-'-/ Al f/ﬁ/é./i’,éf JZA-W Atz d ._/(AL'(_,EMA—: °/ ,

biied

/ e f _;x_»—x_ o /J/Le_ 4,17@% HAan i y ent P

/Z/;@ P :»w ‘/:Aﬂi/% 2 e o A"‘“‘Lj ol G
wﬁ, R L

e hAUS e sa 22 27"5_/ / PO /&M

4@4@4 /./JJ* Y A s o eallillins
/,/(/MJJ /25 w&rﬁ Agank

G grs

qﬁ A AP
&,ﬂ»ﬁ-r at vy Lepriss oo /C lioni, | Aot
j ,_,L/ P
wid 4 ut.»w/;z

A_ -{/4‘) L _,c._..({___,-
' /rt’/IC— A K iMoo
St/ M/?’L./L_,L/ 4t 44--&_~¢=.,4_,L ~7/ A

Zf‘;;z? 00 RO A
/‘-/Z;z /h;ét/wuf%/ W;‘WAM/M 7/./»%,@(/‘% e

7
WC000337



A

P ISP SN N Y
-t 5 A TG 5% ) s / /p |
M.

Bl b rtier st /4'7&4,’,,»1 S aa ;"’”4 ,{J&.ﬁ/&é/?f
%M,rf ?/@2\;’_’/ ey dj% 7{/W-/~ 9/ ar
Lo (\‘2.4—/:// *-.;“-——-‘-M/"Q;’ ‘7'{26”3—»—/% B 74&—"

/é --CELI‘% Arj—el _/o”'f kA 2R Mf Pk 21""'(’4”\/

HAA*-LJ//&M /\é AR )\Zﬁzi-/g__ QMVVT;-«_LL--,,-V—@'.,M . v
W@ ;//sz AN RaA A '“i& )‘ﬁ //4—&04 M?MQM

/7/44' /_Ki.—u_; —-— R 2 SR A ’/L-tz A S 7*’”’?\

WC000338



e St. Bernard's Parish

Rev. Dr. Richard Thamson, OSC
116 4ih Ave SE
Stewarlville, MN 55976

Telephone 507 533-8257

CONFIDENTIAL

May 8, 1997

Most Rev. Bishop John Vlazny
Diocese of Winona

PO Box 588

Winona, MN 55987

Confidential Memo To File
RE: Fr. William Curtis

It saddens me a great deal that Fr. Curtis was never able to integrate the consequences of
his behavior and to understand that there was real potential for him to achieve peace in

life.

Fr. Curtis was always compliant with the programs that were being offered even though
there were times when he wished to control things according to his perspective. Perhaps I
could have exerted more pressure on him and yet I always found him to be so fragile.
Even to the last, Bill resisted what could have been an effective approach to the physical

maladies he now suffers.

Also, I do not believe that for a number of his brother priests, that they were genuinely
honest or caring for Bill. Many of these men were fully aware of Bill's history and
behavior and chose to turn their back and then when Bill was finally intervened on, they
were no help whatsoever in helping Bill to a more peace-filled reconciliation with his
past. Overall, it is a sad commentary on a brother priest whom I believe you cared about
a great deal even in the face of Bill's sometimes bitter and inappropriate, angry correspon-

dence

Now that he is residing at St. Elizabeth's, my best hope is that he is in a safe environment.

Signed,
Rev. Dr. Richard Thomson, OSC

RT/pc

cc: file
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CLIENT CONSENT FORM FOR RELEASE OR EXCHANun ur 1NFORMATION

RE:
{(Name of client)\
BIRTHDATE:

This will authorize to release to or

Do .o ; | ALY YA :
exchange with (]ﬁ&kﬁ\JiQ)Lj——E;% OCtLLR_ ) bJBJertinent information from my

(Name/Title of Person/Organization)
record malntained while I was a client up to and including LE?C)S?
(approx.date).

The information to be disclosed is: )
Check those pertaining to individual and add any additions:
»soclal/peychologlcal/psychiatrlc eval __chemical dependency evaluation

physical examinations or tests ) ;;summary of contacte re: chem. dep.
ysummary of treatment contacts _ _information re: drug screening
__other

The information is needed for the following purpose(s):
__fagilitate significant other involvement in client's treatment
L£63iain corroboration of client's report of history and current behavior
__facilitate legal representation- regarding:. -
__coordination of treatment services with the above named provider
__other: . .

I acknowledge that data to be released may include material that. is protected by Federal Law
applxcable ‘to Drug/Alcohol Rbuse..| My s;gnature authorizes release of all such information

(as speclfled above)

I understand that I may refuse to’ aign this consent, if I so desire, ‘but that refusal may
have consequences whlch have been explained to me by an agency representatlve. ’ .

I understand that I may revoke this consent at any tlme. I understand further, that thlB
consent expires upon fulflllment of the above state purpose(s) or one year after sighature
date, whichever occurse first.

2-3-98

Client sSignature ; " Dpate

PrynypsITION ON REDISCLOSURE: Thxs lnformatlon has..oeen disclosed to you from records whose

identiality is protected by federal law. Federal regulatlons when applicable (42 CFR
part 2) prohibit you from making any ‘further. .disclosure of this lnformatlon except with the
epec;flc wrltten consent of the person to whom it pertalns., A general authorization for the
release of medical or other informatlon lf held by -another party is not sufficient for this
purpoae. The Federal rules restrict any use of the ‘information to criminally 1nvest1gate or
prosecute any alcohol or drug abuse patient. Federal regulations 'state that any person who
violates any provision of this law shall be fined not more than $500 in the case of a flrst
offense, and not more than §5,000 in the case of each subsequent offense.

LEGAL RELEASE OR EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION 10/94~b

WCO000517
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PO BON 388

WINON A MINAKSOTA 359670584
Tel: §07/454-4643

Pastoral Cenler —
Fax: 507/454-8106

55 Wesl Sanborn Qlficc of the Chansellay

March 30, 1998

CONFIDENTIAL

Dear

I am writing to acknowledge our telephone conversation this afternoon in which you indicated

you have a release from to discuss an allegation of clergy sexual abuse when he
was a child in the 1960's or early 70's. I will await receipt of the signed release from
I understand also that at this time simply wishes to understand the diocese’s process

for investigating these matters and that he has not yet offered a formal statement of allegation
against a specific priest of the diocese.

Enclosed, please find a copy of the diocese’s Sexual Misconduct Policy. You are free to share
this policy with as you continue to assist him in therapy. If at some time
would desire to make a formal allegation, you may contact either me or Fr. Michael Hoeppner,

diocesan administrator, at 507-454-4643.

The diocese takes every allegation seriously. It is our desire to see to it that no personnel of the
diocese engage in behaviors that are inappropriate not to mention criminal. Again, thank you for

your telephone call. I will await to hear from you or

Sincerely,
I v

John M. Vitek
Chancellor

becc:  Rev. Michael Hoeppner
Rev. Edward McGrath
Mr. George Restovich

encls: Sexual Misconduct Policy

WC000518
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TO: Fa ther J:», hn \/{-'h' K. . '

co. : Cln{iwol{c T cese, e, M N
. _ ~ 7

Fax #: _507-H54H-¥10

FROM:

Phone # Fax 2

We are transmitting él pages including this cover. letter. .

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE

The Information contained in this fecsimile is legally
privileged and confidential information intended only for the
use of the Individual or entity named above. If the reeder of
this messege is not the intended recipient, you are notified
that any dissemination, distribution, use or copying of this
telecopy is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
telecopy In error, please notify use by telephone and return the
original message to us at the address checked below via U.S.
Postal Service.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION
AR E R R L L E TSR P RS SR PR RS ST F LT EET B XYY T PG IOGOapgn

If you do not receive all pages, or have any problems with this
transniission, please telephone this office.

WC000519
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Report of Suspected Sexual Misconduct
By Diocesan Personnel

Reported by:

(Name/Title)

(Address)

(City, Zip)

(Telephone)

Date of report: }4%’ l’/ Y Ve /%ﬁg

Person suspected of misconduct:

fr. Bl (wfis

(Name/Title)

(Address)

(City, Zip)

(Telephone)

Other person(s) involved:

(Name)

(Age) (Sex)

(Address)

(City, Zip)

(Telephone)

WC000339
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Describe incident of suspected sexual misconduct, including date, time and location:

{ , n/wtwloay [ snméwy, (omy vp behind yud) 7/0064.3&-:)7‘;@/
aed] ot home @ rfv mug/sfeﬂ hwdls doun pm-XS '
, hwnamzl Y6 ocmmnes ., |

Pow Qﬂjéﬁs 70 V&ﬂﬂ’: (mfu:saﬁ

Identify eyewitnesses to the incident, incl.u'diﬁg names, addresses, telephone numbers, where
available:

o/l _ . . then Ffrs‘_{' Y%
behavior w= “wroug) Tl Ss i el oF inld
bot wever denlt wit Y,

Other information which may be helpful to the investigation:

( oim 5&/&’-‘% Hes /5%540[66 "

1‘% 1*37751LJ4W LU/ lownse / w4, (0 Wsé//.ﬂﬂ 1
i \_—J r \-J o

Wl Hhrovah B
)
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PO B3N 588
. WINONAL VINNESOTA 53987-0588
Pastoral Cenler — LU Tel: 307:454-4643
55 West Sanborn Oftice of the Tribunal Fax: 507.454-8106
26 May 1998
Dear”
You will find enclosed the letter to which we discussed by telephone. I understand

you will deliver it to him. Please explain to him that if more time than six months is needed, we
will revisit the time limit,

For the purpose of your billing office, let me restate what I wrote Che Diocese of

Winona will authorize payment for counseling services for and as necessary for
. and children, for a period of six months from

the date of receipt of this letter, as well as any counseling sessions as of the date of the formal
complaint 29 April 1998. B :

Please let me know if there is any way that I can assist you or your client with further information
or clarification of our policies. The telephone number at my rectory, Holy Trinity in Rollingstone,
is 507.689-2351 where I can be reached outside of office hours.

With prayerful best wishes for your work with and all your clients, I am

Singsrely yours in Christ,

Reverend Edward i McGrM

Vicar Judicial and Delegate for the Sexual Misconduct Policy

bec:  The Very Reverend Michael Hoeppner
Mr. George Restovitch
Mr. John Broadwater
Mr. Michael Saffel
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o e FILE copy

PO BON 588
WINON A VINNESOTA 559470548

Pasloral Center — Tel: 507/454-4643
Fax: 507/454-8106

Ottice of the Tribunal

26 May 1998

Dear

I am writing to you today to inform you of the conclusion of our preliminary investigation of the
allegations against William Curtis, a priest of the Diocese of Winona, as you have brought them

forward.

Father Curtis is currently resident in a nursing home and is no longer mentally able to make a
response, and his physical health has deteriorated as well. Our review of the file indicates that

there is good reason to trust your allegations.

The Diocese of Winona wiil authorize payment for counseling services for yourself, your wife,

. and your children _ for the purpose of dealing with the
consequences to you and your family of clerical sexual misconduct. This authorization will extend
for six months from the date of the receipt of this letter and is intended to include payment for any
counseling received as of the date of the formal report 29 April 1998.

Let me add in closing that I am sorry for the pain that you have had to bear, and for the manner in
which this affected your relationship with your wife and your family. I sincerely hope that the
counseling relationship you have with will bring you a measure of peace and

good.

With prayerful best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fhe et

The Reverend Edward F. McGrath
Vicar Judicial and Delegate for the Sexual Misconduct Policy

bce:  The Very Reverend Michael Hoeppner
Mr. George Restovitch
Mr. John Broadwater
Mr. Mike Saffel
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October 23,1998
Dear Father McGrath,

I am writing to you to Tequest an extension on our counseling sessions with . at -
Over the years and ] have spent somewhere between

$3,000.00 and $4,000,00 on counseling. At this time I am not even asking to be

reimbursed for these past expenses. Instead I am asking the church to give us more time.

The past 6 months are busiest season., Planting, cultivating, baleing, spraying,

calving and harvesting. He hasn’t had a chance to see  for counseling. This isn’t

fair,

When I talked to you on the phone , I tried to make the point that even after 20 years,

being raped is still a ctime. You very abruptly stated that after that period of time

has no recourse. Sorry, but a crime is still a crime and 20 years doesn’t erase that.

You don’t, can’t even begin to know what this has done to As a child as a young
man or as a father and husband.. He has blocked out all emotion. I wish I would have
known about this crime 20 years ago. I know it is vindictive but I would have pressed
charges against Father Curtis.

Not only should you extend the counseling time frame, but you should pay for the anti-
depressants I have to take just to stay alive. The church is not treating us fair. My
children were deprived of a father. Because Father Curtis stole self confidence
and self worth, the only way he knows how to deal with us was to shut us out of his life.

1 know this has to go before a board for approval. I hope and pray you will take re-
sponsibility for Father Curtis’ actions.

1 am requesting a letter explaining your decision and how you came to your conclusion.

Sincerely,

WC000522
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November 12, 1998

Diocese of Winona

%% Reverend Edward F. McGrath
P.O. Box 588

Winona, MN 53987-0588

RE:

Dear Father McGrath:
I am forwarding a letter writien to you by . dated October 23, 1998 requesting
more counscling sessions for this family.

Ireceived a copy of your 5~26-98 letter on 5-28-98 at
In that letter, you preauthorized therapeutic services for _ and any of their three
children for a period of six months from when your 5-26-98 letter was received as well as
any counseling sessions from the date of the formal complaint on 4-29-98.

Since 4-29-98, I have met with for seven therapy sessions. During our time
together, we have worked on her issues with depression and she has been able to share
feelings of frustration, guilt and fear regarding the behavioral patterns in her marriage and
family life. Unfortunately, I have not seen or heard from him during that time period.

It's my professional opinion that additional therapy is therapeutically necessary for the
is also requesting additional therapy sessions and it is her strong desire that
will join her. As you know, is a farmer and the six months of therapy sessions
did coincide with his busiest time of the year. The individual sessions for have
helped her to decrease the feelings of depression and find some answers for the lack of
intimacy between them. Unfortunately, there remains many issues that have not been dealt

with,
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November 12, 1998
Page Two

As a therapist, I tried to wisely use my time with ~  and not misuse the offer of
unlimited sessions during the six months offered. Unfortunately, I do not feel that I was
able to help with his issues or deal with the family issucs as we had hoped. I
respectfully request that you please consider additional sessions.

If you have any questions or need to tatk with me, please call me at
Thank you in advance for your time and consideration into this request.

Sincerely,

WC000524
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20 November 1998

Dear

Thank you for your letter of 12 November requesting authorization for payment for additional
therapy for yourself and your husband through the offices of
I am pleased to extend authorization until 30 June 1999 for payment of sessions for
either private or joint, and to include the children at the discretion of the therapist. I also
authorize reembusement up to $500 to this date and to 28 February 1999 of antidepressant
medication for not covered or not fully covered by insurance, with appropriate
documentation of the expense from the pharmacy, clinic, or insurance company.

Regarding the issue of personal responsibility, I don’t happen to think that bringing criminal
charges is vindictive. That is the usual way to protect the community. I think what I pointed out
in our telephone conversation is that the statute of limitations had run out in regard to the criminal
activity in question. Obviously, as you pointed out, that does not change the nature of the crime,

but it does affect criminal liability.

You asked for an explanation of my decision and how I come to this conclusion. I trust what
follows will give you some insight into this decision.

The initial investigation of the complaint regarding William Curtis was done by Mr. John Vitek,
then Chancellor of the Diocese of Winona. It was his determination, approved by Fr. Michael
Hoeppner that there was good reason to believe the complaint had grounds and no good reason
to contest the facts as reported in the complaint. Given the mental and physical condition of
William Curtis, no direct interrogation of him in this matter could be accomplished. On the
strength of the determinations of Fr. Hoeppner and Mr. Vitek, I made the initial decision to

authorize payment.

The Diocese of Winona does not take responsibility for the criminal action of any employee,
cleric, religious or lay person, since any criminal activity is acting outside of the scope of his or
her employment. In the case of criminal sexual misconduct perpetrated by those in the employ of
the Church, it is our policy and our desire to reach out pastorally to tend to the needs in recovery
of persons affected by the conduct of a person erployed by the Church. In that pastoral spirit we
extend the offer of counseling assistance, subject to reasonable limitations. Even more
fundamentally, we beg the Lord Jesus for the grace of the Holy Spirit to bring healing to those
hurt by criminal sexual misconduct and affected by scandal.

WC000525
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DIOusss ur wiNUINA
PO BOX 588
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987-0588
Tel: 507/454-4643

Pastogififiémonths ago I had the opportunity to spegk with your therapist, not concerning any . .z....a105
confidential matters you may have communicated to her, but simply to get a sense of her

professional standing and competence. I am confident in her personal and professional
competence, and combined with the trust you place in her, 1 believe that you have found a good
therapeutic relationship. That kind of confidence figures in my decision.

Important to my decision was the telephone conversation I had with you. You are correct that I

cannot know the full effect of Fr. Curtis’ misconduct has , yourself and your
family. Yet I do believe I have some knowledge based on nearly 20 years of ministerial work
which has included a significant amount of work with survivors of incest, rape (male and female),
and persons affected by clerical sexual misconduct. My education and experience and my
personality affect my decision and how I relate with people and their requests.

I do understand and appreciate your anger, indeed bitterness. All I ask of you, as I did over the
telephone, is what is in your therapist’s letter - some documentation that justifies the expense.
When the independent auditors come each year, I have to be able to justify the expenditures which
I authorized. I know this kind of thing is an imposition. I simply ask your understanding.

In all this I do believe the Diocese of Winona has been quite fair. If you do not believe so, then I

respectfully suggest we meet and resolve the issue so you can make progress with a lighter heart,
I deeply regret the way in which a priest of this diocese has harmed your husband. You folks

have a special place in my prayer.
With prayerful best wishes for the coming season of Advent, I am

Sincerely yours in Christ,

S

Reverend Edward F. McGrath
Vicar Judicial

cc: Mr. John Broadwater, Director of Finance
Mrs. P. J. Thompson

= file (v Cants
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In memory of our beloved brother
Rev. William Doran Curtis

Rev. William Doran Curtis, age 81, a priest of
the Diocese of Winona, died Tuesday, April 10, 2001
at St. Elizabeth Hospital in Wabasha.

William Doran Curtis was born August 31,
1919 in Rockford, Illinois the son of Daniel and
Marian (Doran) Curtis. He studied at Notre Dame in
South Ben, Indiana from 1938 to 1940. He studied
philosophy at Notre Dame University from 1940 to
1943. From 1943 to 1945, he studied theology at Holy
Cross College in Washington, DC and from 1945 to

1947 at St. Thomas Seminary, Denver Colorado. He
was ordained a priest of the Diocese of Winona on
May 3, 1947 at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital in Wabasha,
Minnesota by Most Rev. Leo Binz, D.D., Bishop of

Winona.

Father Curtis served as an assistant at St. Thomas Pro Cathedral in Winona from
1947 to 1950. He was an assistant at St. Johr’s in Rochester from 1950 to 1952
when he was appointed pastor at Fountain and Wykoff. He was pastor at Fountain,
Wykoff, Jasper, Hokah, Brewster, Albert Lea, Mapleton, and Good Thunder. He
served as an US Air Force Chaplain, spending time in Japan. He had also served as
chaplain/moderator at Worthington Jr. College and Newman Club at Winona State
Teachers College until 1950. He was selected by the American Legion as its
National Chaplain, serving one term in the 1960's. He contributed a regular article in
the “Courier”, the official paper of the Diocese of Winona, entitled “Our Positive

Catholic Faith”.

Father Curtis is survived by one sister, Dorothy Kearney, Silver Springs, MD; nieces
and nephews and cousins including Henry Doran of Rochester and Most Rev.
Thomas Doran, Bishop of Rockford, Illinois. He was preceded in death by one
brother, Daniel Curtis and one sister, Jane Anderson.

The Diocese of Winona Funeral Mass will be offered on Monday, April 16, 2001 at
11:00 am st St. Elizabeth’s Hospital Chapel in Wabasha with Bishop Bernard
Harrington officiating. Visitation will be one hour before the Mass. A Mass will
also be offered at St. Teresa’s Parish in Mapleton on Monday April 16,2001 at 4:30
pm with Revs. Gerald Conway and Joseph Mountain officiating. Visitation will be
one hour before Mass. Interment will be in Calvary Cemetery at Mapleton. Military
rites will be performed by the American Legion Post #475.
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Name:
Address;

City/State/Zip:

Work Phone:

D.O.B:

Team Members: Rev. Michael Hoeppner, PJ Thompson
Advocate; .

Mtg. Location: '
Tuesday, February 15, 2005

We are here on behalf of the church to listen to your story, Anytime we hear that someone
suffers from misconduct of any kind, the church js sorry that you have had gone through such a
difficult experience in your life. We always want to reach out to people who are hurting and we
are sad when we learn that you are hurting today. So, we have come 1o listen and

already spoken to you and is here for you today as well. We are all here to help and to see what it

is you want to tel[ us, So, can you just begin and let us know what it is happened. ...
Well, | was never gonna do this but my health js. ahh --- T have incurable Hepatitis C vou
know.., Ldida’t think I'd ever have a tamily but, | have

daughter and boy and I look at them every day and I have (0 take care of them any
way I can,

Maybe, an take us to the time when you talked about earlier. I believe you talked fo
o

youc
and Mrs. Th mpson already about a time you say going back to a time You were around

I guess I’'m going back fiom age 11. T came from a Catholic family - we lived in mean
the whole famj Iy. Thave two cousins the same as I am and points to self) was the only
one that became an alter boy.

This was down in
Iived on a farm Just outside of |

And so you were an alter boy?
OK - how | became an alter boy - we were always to church and to catechism oy Saturday.,
How I learned it was watching all the others, .

My grandma thought that was wonderful. Me being an altar boy,

I made mass u few times while we were on the farm. ..

Then. I think later on, | think I was about we moved into

My dad was a carpenter and he worked ir

I would be an alter boy on Sundays and then during the week.

That's - for what I can remember, that’s when it started.

After everyone left - [ was the last altar boy there with F r. Curtis,

Still to this day 1 can *t remember his first name,

WC000527
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You know - we'd be back in the Sacrament placc...

The sacristy?

Yeah. the sacristy. 1t would first start when he would hold me —

You say he would hold you, can you be more specific. How did he hold you, .

...ulh, well his arms around mie, just standing there and he would say 1 have nice skin.

I go out to deliver my mail and try to think about it and for some reason I can’{ think about it.
That went on for a month or two - it's hard to know,

As lime progressed...he would start holding me and then went to rubbing on my back and then

down there...

Can you show us or tell us what you mean?
Well, then down there...my buttocks.

Take your time. We know this is difficult but what you bring out is helpful and healthful.
As far as the year - can you remember what year this would be?

It would hawe to be around 1960 or 1959

This is when I was

It began then, in your recollection - how long did this go on?
This went on until 1962,
We moved out t¢ finally got away.

Now we have to go back...um...
It kept on like that - I was only in the priest’s house one time.

For some reason the housemaid was there.

It always otherwise happened in the church sacristy.

It happened, you know - all kinds of rubbing - all over the front and to my genitals...
Then, I would get aroused.

T would ask the other boys - does father ever hug you or touch you?

They told me that they would just push him away.

For some reason that didn*t work for me.

I tried that - it didn’t work.

I 'don’t know if they told their parents, which helped them out.

I didn’t want to stop being an alter boy - because that was the only thing I had going for myself at

that time.
So, no one else in your family was an altar boy or...

Every time I would see grandma and my aunts they thought it was great that I was an alter boy.

They'd come to our church and we'd have family picnics.

1 was getting frustrated and so I told my mother - that he was touching me all over,

My mother said, “You're lying - vou just don’t want to be an alter boy anymore.” She said, “If
you ever tell anybody what you said, you'll never be able to live in this house again,”
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Everything pretty much revolved around grandma..she was pretty great - but I couldn’t e}l her,
I would still do mass during the week -

I started wetling the bed at 12 years old.

It seemed like Fr. Curtis would go to different people’s houses for supper - like during the week.
[ don’t really know what was going on but he would stop over cvery once in a while just to visit.
My mother thought I had a problem with lying -

and maybe if' I spent more time with him T wouldn't say those kinds of things about him.

The counselors said 1 was some kind of scape goat for my family.

My family would leave me home with I'r, Curtis.

I'would be sitting in the chair watching TV and he would sit beside me and he would start
rubbing my leg. He never did make me rub him, though.

I'don’t remember how many times that happened - it happened 3 or 4 times from what 1 can
remember.

Anyway - | started wetting the bed at 12.

I'started stealing cigareites, cigars, candy, pop, money and then I'd share the stuft with my
friends. Then | started stealing liquor - I didn’t like that so it didn’t do me much good.

Then, I"d smoke ¢jgarettes before T went to serve mass.

The other kids would say, “Oh has been smoking again,”

There were a few times 1’d wet the bed and smell like urine - so I'd smell bad. But that didnt
help.

They had to be when [ was 12 or 13.

When you say, that didn’t help - what do you mean? Did you hope it would keep him away?
{t didn’t help...he would still hold me and hug me and tell me 1 didn’t have to do things like that.

I'was still considered in my immediate family to be the main liar...all the time.

When I was 13 - and all my report cards until then, were exceilent work...then, well then in 7™
grade it went down to D’s and F's and I flunked the 7" grade. I was the only one in 7" grade that
flunked — that was just terrible. T think it was right at the same time we moved out (o

and then 1 started 7" grade all over again. [ was older - it didn’t go very well. 1 got very low

grades. I stumbled through 7", 8" and 9" grades...then it would be we moved {0
and I only went to only 4 months. ! quit school and just couldn’t do

it anymore. T never did get my high school diploma - I tried. T never got my GED...it has hurt me
in getting my promotion at the post office.

I have over 20 years in the Post Office now.

Tused to work construction - but got together with my wile in 1985 and went back to the post
office.

Then we went (¢ and got away from it and 1 could tell that I was diffecent.

1 felt different, I thought of myself different around the family. But, my mother didn’t believe be
about nothin®, she even toid my wife I have now that I was a liar,

My dad had ropes. belts. willow sticks and he beat me around.

It was often...even hefore all this.
I{1 got locked in my room or anything.
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After I went back to io visit, maybe find a job and see my friends. That was when ]

was 17.

So — it sounds like you were on your own...
(Nods, yes) 1 started school at 17 and then turned 18. Afler that I was on my own and I didn’t
come back home until that fall. T think I had my draft notice then. [ never saw Fr. Curtis after

that.

I never heard anything said until my father’s funeral.
Dad died before mom - I guess I don’t even remember what year it was,
Yeah. [ guess about then.

You said you heard something at his funeral?
We were sitting around at my mother’s house and my parent’s best friends from

and were sitting around having a few cocktails...so anyway we're just
talking and having a good time. Then one of them said something like, “Did you hear what
happened to Fr. Curtis?...they transferred him to cause he was abusing little boys.”
My mom, well
her jaw dropped and she said to me, “That didn’t happen to you.”

My mother drank quite a bit before that, but then afier that day...1t took about 8 months to drink
herself to death. When she got up in the morning she’d pour herself a glass of vodka and add a

little milk.

So, you say your mother had some drinking issues before your father died?
Oh yeah...it was pretty bad along in there though.

I guess I still run a dysfunctional family because of my moods. My kids are good kids though.
One is on the A honor roll and one is on the B honor roll.

As far as my depression and nioods - the langnage I"ve taught them...well, it ain’t the best.
My 15 year old boy is starting to talk like me.

It’s Tike I'm a split personality.

When I go out in the public, I'm a good guy,

1 know I spent a fon of

money on co-payments. [ was reading in a magazine and was called in for a consultation in
about April or May of 2002 and went through all the tests. They grade your liver at Jevels of 3
and 4. The alcoho does the liver in. There are certain medications you can’t take for pain. 1did
the one treatment for a whole year - the virus went away for a whole year..but then came back.
I'm trying to work 8 hours a day - T use to work 1010 12 hour days six days a week. I'm a real
good worker, you know. When I started the second treatment. well. I still can’t do overtime,

It sounds like you’ve had a lot of things to deal with. In terms of the hugging and touching...

could you go through that one more time for us?
Well, it was usually rubbing on my penis and then I'd get an erection - and that’s how 1 leamed
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about gjaculation. He would do that to me - but. there wasn't never any penetration. No oral 58X,

Nothin' ever like that.

As difficult as this is, we want you to know that we appreciate you doing this. As I said earlier,
we heal through telling our hurt to others - through the mouth, talking about this. We’re working
really hard these days to help the best way we can to give people an opportunity to talk about
their hurts and things that have caused them pain in their lives. You spoke a little bit about
coming in because you wanted to deal with this and get better. How can we help you heal?

As far as the counseling - ) it takes a lot of my time. You know, getting time off
work and stulf. And T didn’t go to get an attorney...] mean I don’t need to do 1?2 Tmean T just

came here...

Have you talked to anyone professionally, like a counselor, on this issue?
No, [ haven't told nobody until now. T haven’t been counseling on this issue...no, no -~

[ have had meetings with two psychiatrists -
Well, the way we get through this is to talk to professional counselors because they can share
their expertise in helping you get through your feelings and give you ways to cope with the hurt,

the anger. Think about that.

Again, our process is to take the time first, today to listen to what you have to tell us. As we
explained, Mrs. Thompson has taken down your statement - and that is your statement. She’ll
send it to you and you can make any corrections or add things you may have forgotten to say and
we’ll take your statement back to the bishop so that he can hear what has happened in your life.

( mentions that she recommended thai see a family counselor about this issue to deal
with the hurt and pain)...that would be something that would help you and could make a
difference in your family.

“The person I recommended would be a family counselor™

Well - my wite doesn’t know anything about this and 1 know or have come to understand

what really brought me to do this was that { was in so much pain...it was like a whole new round
of natcotics. 1 wasn’t high or anything. Ijust felt like T said - you better get vour lite straightened
out before you die...ya know.

Our spiritual dimension...is so important - how are you with God,
I don’t go to church very often. My wife is Catholic and my children are Lutheran...
[ guess we don’t go too often. because we always had to go.

Well, just know that every time we feel apart from God, God will never leave us or make
us go it alone. There’s hope in the Spirit too. It’s very easy to get OK with the church again.

We have the sacrament of reconciliation. That’s always available for you - there’s help available
to take those steps too. Our mouth and ears get going to God again...and we begin talking to God
again.

My daughter goes to Catholic School. T'm not a member where 20ES...

Were you ever married more than once?
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Um... think T talked 10 a Tr. Mike theie.

Well, those are things that can be approached later as well. Right now, is there anything else that

you’d like us to know before we close today?
No. 1 think I told you everything [ can, Tmean - { just was this to be better.

As I told you — we want that for you as well. We' 11 carry our process through and send you a
copy of your statement. Once you see it offered to review it and go through it as well),
just sign it and send it back to us. We will be in touch with you. Again, it is always a positive
step when you talk about your hurt and we know that this wasn’t easy but you have three people

in this room that are here to help you the best way we can.

(Mrs. Thompson clarified that the typed statement may have some paraphrasing and would
include as much of the interview questioning as possible. The statement parts were most critical

for recording purposes.)

Fr. Hoeppner led the group in prayer.
Meeting ended at 5:06 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

PJ Thompson, Corrdinator
Pastoral Care Assistance Office

cc
Rev. Michael Hoeppner

1 have read this statement as typed during my interview at the 1 have made

any/all necessary additions and corrections.

Signature Date

Note: Please return in the self-addressed envelope.
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From: Gerald Kosse <pastor@triparishmn.org>

:nt: Tuesday, February 18, 2014 2:35 PM
To: Colletti, Msgr. Richard
Subject: Bulletin article on the sexual abuse by priests
Attachments: DOW Child Sexual Abuse Policy Information with the names of the four priests.docx

Dear Msgr. Richard Colletti,
Here is the article that | revised which | will insert in a future bulletin with the names of the four priests that served at St.
Joseph, St. Leo, and St. Martin. | did not translate it into Spanish as it did not affect them. Again, a parishioner

approached me saying that we should hame them as they served in the three parishes. No one has so far come to me
and spoke to any abuse by these four priest.

| will wait for your response.
Thanks!

Msgr. Gerald Kosse



Diocese of Winona - Child Sexual Abuse Policy Information

The Diocese of Winona will provide a prompt, appropriate and
compassionate response to reporters of sexual abuse of a child by any the
following priests, Fr. Sylvester Brown, Fr. Robert Taylor, Fr. William Curtis,
and Fr. Richard Hatch, who have been accused of sexual abuse and who
served in our three parishes of St. Joseph, St. Leo, and St. Martin, and by
any other diocesan agent (employees, volunteers, vendors, religious or
clergy). Anyone wishing to make a report of an allegation of sexual abuse
should call the Victim Assistance Coordinator at (507)454-2270, Extension
255. A caller will be asked to provide his or her name and telephone
number. Individuals are also encouraged to take their reports directly to
civil authorities. The Diocese of Winona is committed to protecting children,
young people and other vulnerable people in our schools, parishes and
ministries. The diocesan policy is available on the diocesan web site at
www.dow.org under the Safe Environment Program. If you have any
questions about the Diocese of Winona's implementation of the Charter for
the Protection of Children and Young People, please contact Peter Martin
by calling (507)858-1264 or email pmartin@dow.org.
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Procedimientos diocesanos para hacer frente al abuso sexual de menores
La Didcesis de Winona se ha comprometido a proteger a los nifos, los
jévenes y otras personas vulnerables en nuestras escuelas, parroquiasy
actividades apostdlicas. Tenemos un cuidado especial y la intencidn
permanente de atender eventuales victimas de abuso sexual y sus familias.
Para informarnos sobre alegaciones actuales de abuso sexual por parte de
miembros del clero o empleados laicos o voluntarios en la Didcesis de
Winona contacte: (507)454-2270, Extensién 255 Victimas de abuso sexual,
ademads de contactar a las autoridades civiles, se les pide de dirigirse a la




didcesis para recibir asistencia pastoral. El Coordinado de Asistencia a la
Victim le proveera tal asistencia.
http://www.dow.org/Departments/Life/SafeEnvironmentProgram.aspx



William Doran Curtis

itatus: Deceased
DOB: 8/31/1919 in Rockford, Illinois Parents: Daniel & Marian (Doran) Curtis
DOD: 4/10/2001

Education:

1933 -1937 — Attended York Community H.S.

1938 -1943 — Attended Notre Dame Univ.

1943 -1945 — Attended Holy Cross College, Washington DC

1945 -1947 — Attended Saint Thomas Seminary, Denver, Colorado

Ordained 5/3/1947 at Saint Elizabeth Hospital in Wabasha by Most Rev. Leo Binz

Assignments:

9/1/1947 - Parochial Vicar for Saint Thoms Pro Cathedral in Winona

9/1/1947 - Chaplain for Newman Center in Winona

9/1/1950 - Parochial Vicar for Saint John in Rochester

8/5/1952 - 5/15/1953 - Pastor for Saint Lawrence O'Toole in Fountain, Saint Kilian in Wykoff
/1953 - Chaplain United States Air Force (1st Lt.)

4/2/1956 - Pastor for Saint Lawrence O'Toole in Fountain, Saint Kilian in Wykoff
10/30/1958 - Pastor for Saint Joseph in Jasper

7/28/1965 - Pastor for Saint Peter in Hokah

3/15/1966 -  Pastor for Sacred Heart in Brewster

3/15/1966 -  Chaplain/Moderator Worthington Junior College in Worthington

8/21/1968 -  Pastor for Saint Theodore in Albert Lea

1/28/1976 -  Pastor for Saint Teresa in Mapleton

7/1978 - Region 9 Ecumenical Commission of Minnesota Council of Churches
6/28/1984 - Pastor for Saint Joseph in Good Thunder - in addition to above

6/30/1989 -  Retired - residence in Mapleton

4/10/2001 -  Died at Saint Elizabeth Hospital in Wabasha

4/16/2001 -  Mass of Christian Burial at St Elizabeth Hospital Chapel with Most Rev. Bernard

Harrington officiating.
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