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Vicar for Clergy Database 

Clergy Assignment Record (Detailed) 

Rev Gerald Plesetz 

Current Primary Assignment 

Birth Date 12/12/1942 
Birth Place 

Diaconate Ordination 

Priesthood Ordination 

Diocese Name 

Date of Incardination 

Religious Community 

Ritual Ascription 

Ministry Status 

Canon State 

Begin Pension Date 

Seminary 

Ethnicity 

Sheboygan, Wisconsin, USA 

5/23/1970 
Diocese of Orange 

5/23/1970 

Latin 

Left Archdiocese 
Diocesan Priest 

St. John's Seminary, camarillo 

Fingerprint Verification and Safeguard Training 

Date Background Check 

Virtus Training Date 

Assignment History 

RCALA 007563 

Age: 70 

Deanery: 22 

Incard Process 0 



Fr. Gerald Plesetz Draft dates from Victims & files 

May 1970 

May 71-72 

March 2, 1972 

1972-76 

REDACTED 

1975 

"Retreat 1975" 

March 29, 1976 

May 1, 1976 

June 23, 1976 

July 12, 1976 " 

July 1976 

1977 

REDACTED 
1977 

May4, 1978 

June 16, 1978 

Other data: 
July 3, 1974 

Ordained in Los Angeles (verified in '72 directory) 

First assignment- St. Rose of Lima no verification? 

St. Rose of Lima, Maywood ( verified in L.A. I Orange Directory) 

St. Edward's Parish, Dana Point REDACTED -Victim says) 

St. Edward's (L.A./Orange Directory) 

Birth of child- ~~-12..~."C~D ________ (age16) and Plesetz(age 32) in 
San Diego Child put up for adoption. Plesetz signs adoption 
paperS. Verified by REDACTED 

Parish told" Fr. Plesetz is on Retreat". Victim says he had a 
breakdown and "was hospitalized after the birth of the child" 
( 

• • REDACTED ) REDACTED • di M D . d d victim ____ ~ . contmues stu es at ater et an gra uates 
from there. 
Letter to Pastor informing of Fr. Plesetz assigned to St. Bridget, 
Van Nuys from St. Edward's, Dana Point effective May 1, 1976 

Fr. Plesetz assignment effective at St Bridget ofSweden, Van 
Nuys (about 10 weeks at St. Bridget's 5/1176- 7/12176) 

Request granted to Plesetz to be changed to Orange Diocese 
"excardination documented". Effective 7112176 (Document­
letter 6/23/76 to Plesetz) 

Priest of New Diocese of Orange 

St. Cecilia's Tustin (Exact dates- Need to be verified) 

Leave of absence (Needs to be verified) 

Marriage to ~REDACTED . Verified Marriage License 

REDAGREDACTED 

Laicized documented 

Police report made by~~~~DCTED in Orange County July 2002 
regarding her minor victimization at age 15/16. "Gerry gave a full 
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"Priest" 

REDACTED 

Gerry Plesetz 

Kenedy Directory 

Request: 

REDACTED 

confession to the police. He apologized to me. He lied bold face to 
me. He had no rehab." REDACTED "Mom thinks they knew (Diocese 
of Orange)." Her parents knew and took her to San Diego to have 
the baby. She said that she insisted that her parents let her finish 
school at Mater Dei. 

In St. Matthew's Ecumenical Catholic Church listed on internet. 
Length oftime there unknown. 

REDACTED lACTED 

County of Orange works in Health Services, as Alcohol and Drug 
Counselor. Fr. Gerald Plesetz does marriages at St. Matthew's 
Ecumenical Catholic Church. 

. 'fi d RED E hi REDACTED hild F1rst WI e ied ( ACT Dwhen ·s c was 5 years old. 
Daughter, REDAcTED_ now 18 years old. Divorced second and third 
wives. ~E_D~(;TED~ ___ -, 

Listings apply to previous year 1977 page 623; 1978 page 629 
listed "inactive"; 1979 not listed. 

REDACTED d 1 s M h 'E "al requeste a etter to t. att ew s cumemc Church 
regarding his vicimization of women. 7/9/02 requested & sent 

REDACTED 
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RCALA 007566 

O:range. 

SACRA CONGREGATIO 
PRO DOCTRINA FIDEI 

Llcopy 
PRoT. N. 2524/77s. 

Excellentissime Domine, 

,Dnus GERALDUS JOHA,N.trE]S .J?~~~'J:~.L. sacerdos dioe-

cesis Arausicanae in California 

petiit reductionem ad statum laicalem cum dispensatione ab omnibus 

oneribus e sacris Ordlnibus (et a rellgiosa Professione) manantibus, 

non excepto onere servandi legem sacrl coelibatus. 

SS.mus D. N. PAULUS, Dlvlna Provldentla Papa VI, 

die ....... 1 6.. :1::.~-~~- __ 1 ~7.~--- ........ , habita relatione de casu a Sacra Con· 

gregatlone Pro Doctrlna Fidei, adnuere dignatus est pro gratia iuxta 

sequentes Normas: 

1. Rescriptum complectitur inseparabiliter reductionem ad statum 
laicalem et dispensationem ab oneribus ex sacris ordinibus manantibus. 
Numquam oratori fas est duo illa clcmenta seiungere, seu alterum 
accipere et prius recusare. Si orator est religiosus, Rescriptum continet 
etiam dispensationem a votis. 

Ipsum insuper, quatenus opus sit, secumfert absolutionem a con­
tractis censuris et legitimationem prolis. 

Rescriptum vim suam exserit a momenta notificationis a competenti 
Praelato oratori factae. 

2. Si orator est sacerdos dioecesanus extra propriam riioecesim 
versans, vel religiosus, Ordinarius loci incardinationis vel Superior 
religiosus maior Ordinarium loci commorationis habitualis oratoris cer­
tiorem faciet de pontificia dispensatione, eumque, si casus ferat, raga­
bit ut Rescriptum cum oratore communicet et necessariam delegationem 
pro matrimonii canonici celebratione concedat. Si vera peculiares cir­
cumstantiae aliud suadeant, praedictus Ordinarius ad Sacram Congre­
gationem recurrat. 

3. Per se sa.cerdos ad statum laicalem redactus et ab oneribus cum 
sacerdotio conexis dispensatus, et a fortiori sacerdos matrimonio iunc­
tus, abesse debet a locis in quibus notus est eius status sacerdotalis. Or­

~dinarius loci commorationis oratoris, de communi consilio, quatenus 
~pus sit. cum Ordinario proprio incardinationis vel cum Superiore 

0 
"1J 
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maiore religioso, dispensare paterit ab ista clausula Rescriptum affi. 
ciente, si oratoris dispensati praesentia scandalum paritura non prae­
videtur. 

4. Quod attinet ad celebrationem cananici matrimonii, per se Ordi­
narius curet ut a quacumque pampa vel adparatu abstineatur et coram 
sacerdote probata ac sine testibus vel, si opus fuerit, cum duobus testi­
bus, illud peragatur, cuius acta in secreta Curiae tabulario adserventur. 

Ad Ordinarium loci commorationis una cum Praelata proprio arato­
ris, sive dioecesano sive religioso, pertinet determinare quomodo dispen­
satio, et pariter celebratio matrimonii, secreto sit tegenda vel cammu­
nicari possit, debitis sub cautionibus, cum oratoris propinquis, amicis 
et conductoribus (datore di Iavoro, employeur, employer), ut bonae 
famae ipsius oratoris consultum sit iuribusque oeconomico-socialibus 
ex novo statu laici et uxorati manantibus. 

·s. In Libris baptizatorum paroeciae sive oratoris sive compartis adno­
tetuc consulendum esse Ordinarium loci si quando notitia vel docu­
menta exquirantur. 

6. Ordinarius, ad quem spectat Rescriptum cum oratore communi­
care, hunc enixe hortetur, ut vitam Populi Dei, ratione congruente cum 
nova eius vivendi condicione, participet, aedificationem praestet, et ita 
amantissimum Ecclesiae filium se exhibeat. Simul autem eidem notum 
faciat cuilibet sacerdoti ad statum laicalem redacto et ab oneribus 
dispensato vetitum esse ne: 

a) ullam ordinis sacri functionem peragat, salvis iis quae habentur 
can. 882 et 892 par. 2; 

b) ullam partem liturgicam agat in celebrationibus cum populo, 
ubi eius condicio est nota, neve umquam homiliam habeat; 

c) ullum officium pastorale gerat; 
d) munere Rectoris (vel alia munere directivo), Directoris Spln­

tualis et Docentis fungatur in Seminariis, Facultatibus Theologicis et 
similibus lnstitutis; 

e) itemque ne munere Directoris scholae catholicae neve munere 
magistri religionis in quibuslibet scholis, cathalicis aut secus, fungatur. 
Attamen Ordinarius loci, pro suo prudenti iudicio, potest in casibus par­
ticularibus permittere ut sacerdos, ad statum laicalem redactus et ab 
oneribus cum sacra ordinatione conexis dispensatus, religionem doceat 
in scholis publicis, ex exceptione etiam in scholis catholicis, dummodo 
ne scandalum aut admiratio sit timendum. 

Denique Ordinarius ei aliquod opus pietatis vel caritatis imponat. 
Tempore autem opportuno curet brevius referre ad Sacram Congregatio­
nem de peracta exsecutione, et si qua tandem fidelium admiratio exo­
riatur, prudenti explicatione providere. 

Contrariis quibuscumque minime obstantibus. 

16 Iunii 1978. Ex Aedibus S. C. Pro Doctrina Fidei, die PO ••••• p ••• 

35696 

RCALA 007567 

XV 000004 



DIOCESE OF ORANGE 

440 SOUTH BATAVIA ST. 

ORANGE, CAUFORNIA 92668 

714 • 639·801 0 • 639·6011 

ACCEPTANCE OF CONDITIONS OF DISPENSATION 

I, ~ ~ L ~ , a priest of the Diocese 

RCALA 007568 

of Orange, California, havin been dispensed from all the obligations 
of Sacred Orders including celibacy, hereby accept the conditions 
laid down by the Sacred Congregption for the Doctrine of the Fait~/ 
in its rescript Prot. N. ;)..)'a-'f:.LiD S' , granted 0~ IL \11 r I 

!l.amely; I ' 

1. To participate in the life of the People of God in a manner 
consistent with my new life style and to lead an exemplary 
and edifying life as a loyal son of the Church; 

2. Not to perform any functions whatsoever of Holy Orders {with 
the exception of the administration of the Sacrament of Penance 
in danger of death, as provided in Canonons 882 and 892, p. 2, 
Code of Canon Law) ; 

3) Not to conduct any liturgical services whatsoever in the 
presence of the people, in places where my condition is known; 

4) In no circumstances to preach; 

5) Not to carry out pastoral duties; 

6) Not to hold postions of administration, spiritual direction, 
or teaching in seminaries, theological faculties or similar ,., 
institutions; 

7) Not to be a principal of a Catholic school and not to teach 
religion in any school, Catholic or non-Catholic. In a 
particular situation, in which there will be no scandal or 
disedification, I will first consult the local Ordianary; 

8) To remain away from places where my priestly state is known, 
unless the local Ordinary grants a dispensation; 

9) To observe the directives of the local Ordinary concerning 
the secrecy or divulging of the dispensation and the celebration 
of marriage. 

given at 
1? 0-..::>-\- ~..e- .. \ ~ ~"' Y'·, ~ 0 f(. ~ 
\)~}0~~\ 
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PROT. N. 

RCALA 007569 

2524/77s 00193 Roma ... . 10/1/19.78 
T · dc:l s. Utfu:to, 11 

S. Congregatio pro Doctrina Fidei istam Rev.mam 

Cwriam certiorem facit acta in 

d. PJ P.LE.SE..T4 ..... .Ger~ldi .J. .. 
hue rite pervenisse. 

causa 

Exitus vero Praedictac causae suo tempore notus fiet. 
N. B. -Complaantur acta: a) afferel).do quaedam testimo= 

nia e confratribus et superioribus oratoris· 
b)exquirendo accuratam relationem a medlco psy= 
chologo qui oratorem, post ordinationem, habuit 
uti curis indigentem. 

#tl 

aatiFicAn oJ llEGISTIY OF M.AAiUAG£ • i25_~ -- --. ~- .. -.. 
r·--

IPIIISOIIAI. .DATA. loiCDI9E TO IIMift, ll;£ln'WieATIOII Of .,._t;£1 ~"::---- t..OC"'-. .IUP5T'R~~ 5 HU~BfR 

REDACTED 
8A I 9 HIGHEST SCHOOL GR~O~'Ci)i;iPiTfiD 

21 
10• NAIIE OF F AT~ER OF GIIOOM !~;..~~!:~· n ... fi4AIOEN NAME OF' MOTHER OF GROOM ~ ~!~ .. k~~l.';~.':'_t.r .. ':~ ... ~·r::J'Hl k 

REDACTED 1 REDACTED REDACTED REDACTED 
------------~~z~.~HA~II~E~O~F~B~R~10~E~-~nM~r~~~*~.~--'17.12~•-~~~.~~£ Ilk LAST N ... , 13 OATl OF BIRTH -- .......... . 

BRIDE 
PERSON4L 

DATA 

AFFIDAVIT 

OF BRIDE 

AND GROOM. 

LICENSE 

TO MARRY 

REDACTED I REDACTED ----- I REDACTED REDACTED 
I --- ;-" <D 1'1 31RTHPLACE '·"'"• ,,;. ··"'"""" :' xx .. xG([NOtOf' ....::;~~~;.~. California ____ _ 

REDACTED 
11ft. em OR TOWN I1Bc COUNTY . 'l')l;t•rn. It .I !)II" ..... , •• ' 

: Tustin : Or_9.l'1_ge _____ _ 
19• PRES£11T 011 LAST OCCUPATION KINO OF INDUSTRY Oil liiiSIN~So lO HIGH£ST SCHOOL GRADE CO"'PLETEO 2,! .!,.~iJ!.H• •• ~.~.~~ 01 B~IOE 

X 
Z3• IIAIDFN NAIIF or IIOTH£1< or 8At0£ f 2311 SIRrHf'tA(f. Or WQr,..l f' 

REDACTED : ·'"AtlCa"rls·as · 
Wt TH£ 91tt0£ AltO GROOM MAMtlt It Tttl5 Cl:trnn<::ltft:. t•t.H FOit HINSE1J. $TATE TtlAT TN( FQfii:[GOifttG lHFOit .. 'ttOH tl C:OMlCl tO ·,·ur tl$:'..i Oi r~IID ~NO"! EO':il ANO BH H f 

"TI'tA.T ItO UG.AL BJECTKJH TO THl Mi..~t tt0A 10 THE IUUANC£ or " l 'Sl TO AUTttOI'ttZE THE "SAllE i5, JtNOWflf TO us AND HfRtt;Y APPL't fGA liC.l~o;r TQ M~~wy 

zuREDACTED 
•uri 
.. IT!.,,. ••~- -•-•o. ~• _.r.,... .. u 

2S• S\I$SCR18£D .O.HD SWORN 
TO KFORl ll£ 01< 

Z5D 

~~REDACTED 
H::n \.uun11 vr ':J;)Ut. Of UCEIISE ~ 

~~ 12/l/197? I ORANGE . :., ..... 

WITNESSES 

!ll:....o. t:J..I:.tiii.&.TIIDC' l'& \lonTa.!S"'It<r:. 

REDACTED 

31f. 1-c:ani'Yn&&T'IItt&IIIVI_IIID& __ Willi_.., lit llo 

- -~ -·-- ........ , - lf.l1'1 ()I-.. 
or< DACftl!t«r. . J, ,;'ZJ.__~ 

., _.... .. ... 11M 

REDACTED 
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Clergy Misconduct 

Adult Sexual Abuse 

Survivor-victim: 

Counselee: 

Pastor Counselor: 

REDACTED 

REDACfED 

Case: I Plesetz 
Two cases for Perpetrator 

REDACTED 

Age 24 time of incidents of violation 

Fr. Gerald Plesetz 
St. Edward's Parish 
Dana Point, CA 

REDACTED 

REDACTED She is aware that REDACTED_ has reported her 
story ofbeing 16 years old and having a child by Gerald Plesetz. REDACTED is living in REDACTED 

CA. The other woman is living in REDACTED 

REDACTED ~ • 

In 1978. said that she was seewg Fr. Plesetz for counsehng. She said that she went 
to see him for counseling because she was vulnerable at the time. She said that it was not 
rape because it was not violent. 

REDAcrED ~ was aware there was another woman victimized by Gerry Plesetz. She did not 
mention talking with the other woman. We know that REDAcTED; daughter has made contact 
with .REDACTED in search of her half sister. The communication as reported by REDACTED 

REDACT~o: had been positive. See case of REDAcT~o /Plesetz. 

REDAcTED: said that she was aware of the following timeline. "Fr. Plesetz was At St. Edward's 
in Dana Point, CA 1974. He had a leave of absence in 1977. That he had gone to St. 
Elizabeth's in Van Nuys and retumed to Orange County. He had been assigned to St. 
Cecilia's in Tustin. He had left and married. REDACTED 
REDACTED 

REDACTED He is a Catholic and is a lay priest in Orange County Diocese." 

REDAcTED: said that "I am not seeking to hurt the l & year old daughter of Gerry Plesetz. I am 
not revengeful." 
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REDACTED offered counseling for REDACTED and her daughter. Did not differentiate which 
Diocese may be responsible or what is known of Fr. Plesetz history. Msgr. Cox is aware 
and will communicate with Orange Diocese, Msgr. Urell. 

REDACTED :o 
REDACTED 
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Clergy Misconduct 

REDACTED 
Suspected Child Abuse Case: = I Plesetz 

One of 2 cases 

Survivor-vietim: REDACTED 

e-mail: 
Phone: 

Perpetrator: 

Reported: 

Fr. Gerald Plesetz Ordained 1970 
Currently married 

A child was Born REDACTED to a 16 year old girl 
Fr. Plesetz signed adoption papers in San Diego for his 
daughter under similar spelling pseudonym. 

REDACTED recently made a report to the Seattle Police. 

In Apri12002, we received a phone call from a~·~·~~~-· She said she had been encouraged 
by a seminarian,REDACTED, who was studying in Chicago to make a report to the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles. She would not give her full name or phone number saying 
she wasn't sure she wanted to make a full report. She said that she was calling from out 
of State. She said that Fr. Gerald Plesetz was the father ofher daughter. She had been a 
student in a Catholic High School when she became pregnant At the time of her call she 
was unwilling to call a detective to report this criminal act 

REDACTED REDACTED -On June 4. 2002, gave her name as _ • who had called before. She gave 
her full story. REDACTED: was a 16 year old girl studying at Mater Dei High School and a 
parishioner at St. Edward's in Dana Point, CA. She became pregnant in approximately 
October 1974. She said Fr. Plesetz gave her a Doctor's name and offered to take her to 
the Doctor. Her daughter, REDACTED r was born onRE~ACTED . RED"-'EDt said that her parents 
protected the priest while she was a student at Mater Dei Catholic High SchooL REDAcTED 

said the counselors at school asked her several times if everything was alright. Her older 
sister was a t~E~~~~::_D at Mater Dei and she wonders if they also asked her questions. Her 
parents had taken her to the Community Health Center because they knew they was going 
to do an adoption. Her parents took her to Catholic Community Service in San Diego to 
give birth to t~,l5A~ild and because she was 16 years old at the time she gave the child up 
for adoption. thinks that Fr. Plesetz was about 32 years old at that time. Fr. Plesetz 
signed the adoption papers she said with a variation on the spelling of his last name. 
They named the child REDAcTED. She has had no contact with .REDACTED since birth. 

(EDACTEo \CTED 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED PEDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDAcTED is fearful that she might lose her job teaching in a Catholic School. I said that she 
was a minor and not responsible. Fr. Plesetz was in a position of power and trust and 
betrayed you. She has been in therapy since she was 18 years old. 

Dr. REDACTED research (June 5, 2002) regarding Fr. Gerald Plesctz is as follows: 
REDACTED reported that Fr. Plesetz had left ministry and married . 
Dr. REDACTED contacted Catholic Charities in San Diego contact person~EE:))\gTED ________ .. _ 
REDACTED . h REDACTED h d k d ... h 1 'th th d f h ___ ----· ----·---~s ewasaway. a as·e torsome epw1 erecor o t e 
adoption. 
Los Angeles Archdiocese did not have Plesetz file but Dr. REDACTED did find Fr. Pletz in the 
Diocesan Directory for 1976 at St. Edward's in Dana Point, CAin 1974-76. 

On June 17. 2002, a second victim called to report paternity by Fr. Gerry Plesetz. Her 
i 1 . REDACTED H . . REDACTED b . REDACTED F 
(aug 1ter Js . er story JS m a separate report. L was orn m r. 
Plesctz was on a leave of absence in 1977. In 1978, REDACTEDMother was receiving 
counseling at St. Edward's from Fr. Plesetz at the time of conception. She was 24 when 

REDACTED WUS born. 

REDACTED . 
lt has been reported by Mother that Mr. Gerry Plesetz, MFCC IS currently a 
licensed Marriage Child and Family Counselor working at the Orange County Health 
Services. He is an alcohol and Drug Counselor. It is believed that he is an active 
Catholic and belongs to some group of former priests. REDAcTED and her Mother live in 
Orange County. 

REDACTEDREDACTED 

Assistance Ministry 
June 17, 2002 

RCALA 007573 
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June 19, 2002 

Reverend Craig A. Cox, J.C.D. 
Vicar for Clergy 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 

DIOCESE OF 

Los Angeles, California 90010-2241 

Dear Monsignor Cox, 

I am responding to your phone call yesterday regarding the status of (Rev) Gerald Plesetz. 

I am enclosing a copy of the rescript granted for his laicization (dated June 16, 1978), which was officially accepted 
by him on July 5, 1978 (copy also included). 

Regarding his personnel file, there is no trace of one to be found. REDACTED secretaries have been 
looking, to no avail. The rescripts from alllaicization cases are kept in the Office of Canonical Services (hence, the 
copies are available). We even contacted (ReREDACTED former Judicial Vicar, to whom all of the 
Jaicization cases were given some time ago, and he seems to remember that the Diocese of Orange did not have 
Gerald Plesetz's personnel file, but rather it was in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles (because all of this happened so 
soon after the Diocese of Orange was established on June 18, 1976). (Note the Prot.N. on the rescript (2542/77). 
The official Kenedy Directory has Gerald Plesetz listed at St. Cecilia Parish, Tustin, in the 1977 edition (for the 
year 1976); in the 1978 edition (for the year 1977), he is listed as "inactive leave". He is not listed in the 1979 
edition. · 

Lastly, though, the rescript is signed by Msgr. Harry Trower, who was the Vicar General for the Diocese of Orange 
in 1978. 

This is all we have. 1 hope it is of some help to you. Kindly let me know if there is more that is needed in REDAcTED 

REDACTED absence. 

With kindest personal regards, I am 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

~ 
Reverend Monsignor John Urell, V.G. 
Vicar General I Moderator of the Curia 

C: Maria Schinderle, Diocese of Orange 

enclosure 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

Monsignor John Urell 
Diocese of Orange 
P.O. Box 14195 
Orange, CA 92867 

Dear Monsignor Urell: 

Office of 
VIcar for Clergy 
(213)637-7284 

June 22, 2002 

~424 

Wils.hir~ 

Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
Califomi~ 

90010-2241 

Thank you very much for your letter of June 19, 2002, enclosing the copies of the rescript of 
laicization granted to Gerald J. Plesetz. I will check with REDACTED to sec if we have his 
personnel file in our archives. 

Enclosed for your records are copies of two reports taken by REDACTED )ACTED 
conceming allegations of sexual misconduct by Gerald Plesetz. As you can see, the first report 
,~EoAc~:o) alleges sexual misconduct with a minor in 197 4- 1975 before the fonnation of the 
Diocese of Orange. The second rcpo~REDACTED[nvolves sexual misconduct with an adult, 
apparently in 1977- 1978, after the fom1ation of the Diocese of Orange and right at the time that 
then Father Plesetz was leaving the active ministry. 

REDACTED has offered counseling and pastoral outreach toREDACTE~ We will continue to 
a._c;sume responsibility for appropriate care for her. REDACTED made an initial offer of 
counseling to REDACTED Since it appears that this particular incident of misconduct may have 
occurred after the Diocese of Orange was founded, would you please have REDACTED 
contact REDACTED Between them they can discuss continued pastoral outreach to REDACTED 

Thank you for your attention to these matters. May God continue to bless you. 

Yours in Christ, 

/1. /' ~) /. 
~ l.(. ··-

Mo~aig A. Cox, J. .D. 
V~Clergy · 

enclosures 

ccREDACTEIREDACTED 
35693 
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TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

DATE: 

OFFICE OF THE VICAR FOR CLERGY 

HEDACTED 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 

Father Gerald J. Plesetz 

July 8, 2002 

Monsignor Cox is wondering if you would have the file of Father Gerald J. Plezets. 
REDAC]"ED requested his file from the Diocese of Orange, but Monsignor Urell notified 
notified him that they do not have it. They only had a copy of the rescript granted for his 
laicization (dated June 16, 1978), which was officially accepted by him on July 5, 1978. 

In the 1977 edition of the Kenedy Directory, he was listed at Saint Cecilia Parish in 
Tustin. In the 1978, he was listed as "inactive leave." 

Any information you would have regarding this priest would be greatly appreciated. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

-0 -REDACTED 
J -
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·.WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 200.2 CoPYR.IGHT 2001/CC/112 PAG~ 

Sting L~ads to Sex Abuse· : 
Charge Against Ex-Prie~t 
Catholics: Orange man's 
arrest is the first to ·resQ.).t 
frommoleStation·~· .. ·· 
aiiegatiol_lS ~.Southland. 

· Officials with the Orange County ~ 
district attorney's office said that 
in child abuse cases, the statute of · 
liinitations does not begin until the 

. victim comes forward no matter 
how: long ago the alleged crime oc- · 
etirred. Charges must be: filed 

By WITLlAM LOBDELL · within a year of that date. · 
and CHRISTINE HANLEY · Plesetz's arrest caps a·. four-
TIMES SI'AFF WlUiERS ; month investigation into crimes 

· · - · .,_ ' authorities said occurred from 1972 . Orange. CoWtty · auth~'rittes :-~- to 1974, when Plesetz was a pastor ; 
rested a former .·catholic }mest at St. Edward Catholic Church in : 
Tuesday on SU$picion of sexually Dana Point. . · . ! 
·abusing a teenage"girl in the 1970s · It. comes as advocates for Vic-: 
after. the man allegedly confessed tims of priest abuse criticize law : 
to an undercover deputy posing as : ·enforcement for not filing criminal ! 

his out-of-wedlock daughter... ·. :·. charges in most cases. . .. · 
Gerald·' John 'Flesetz, · 59, :of The alleged victim, identified in · 

Orange is the first priest to be the criri:1inal complaint as "Janet. 
criminally cllarge_d With sexually M. ... first met the priest when she 
abusing victims in Los Angeles Qr was a·~1J,.year-old singer in. the· 
Orange counties since the Roman chtn'Ch choir. . · 
Catholic ·sex scandal broke nine . •· ·Prosecutors cltarge thil.t Plesetz 
months ago. Plesetz, who left. tlie repeatedly abused her-acts that 
priesthood in the late 1970s and ended when she [>e{:ame pregnant. 
works as an ad:o:linistrator for the The priest met withthe girfs 
Orang~ 'County Health C~e . parents and arranged to pay all ex-

. Agency, was charged with three pell3es related to the pregnancy, 
c·ounts of oral copulation with a mi- according to court records; The 
nor under the age of 16. It's un-· baby girl, Jennifer, was put up for 

· clear why · prosecutors did not adoption. . 
charge . hinl with statutory rape; Authorities became aware·of the 
they accuse Plesetz in court docu- incident in June, when Janet M. 
menta o~_impregnating the girL . Please see P.IUEST,.A28 
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e. 

~PRIEST: Arrest Is 1st Locally in Scandal 
I . . , • 

suits, criminal charges against 
priests remain relatively rare. 

HemmeU. in by statute of limita­
tions laws, faded memories, little 

'lr 
he, 
it:, 
he 

; Continued hom Al . 
: filed a complaint with the Orange 
' County Sheriffs Department. 
' Jim · Anionnlno, a sheriffs 

· ; spokesman, said he didn't know 

RELATED STORY 

Arrest: Irvine choir director is 
charged with molesting a boy. B5 

. wby she decided to come forward. . 
· "I don't know if she lived that long Janet M. and an undercover sher­
i With anger or what had happened," iffs deputy posing as her daughter. 
1 he said. · He .admitted having intercourse 
' ;Investigators set up a sting two with the woman and impregnating 
I weeks later. . · . -· her, according to the complaint. 
I It began July 1 when the woman · Speaking to the deputy that he be­
l called Pl~setz and told him that the lieved was his daughter, Plesetz 
~daughter she had given up lor described the mother as "a young 
i adoption Z7 years ago wante<l to girl who was going through wom-
1 meet him. anly changes and she was very ag­
i ~ou're kidding me-that's Jen, gressive. She was beautiful, ·tal-

• 1 Jennifer?" said Plesetz in a secretly ented and she knew what she 
i taped phone conversation detailed wanted," according to court re-

. : In the criminal complaint. . cords. 
The next day, Plesetz met with On July 3, sheriffs investigators 

confronted Plesetz, and he con· 
feS{led to the crimes, prosecutors 
said in court records. 

But he was not arrested at that 
time. The case was temporarily 
shelved because of fue ~gh-profile 
July 15 kidoapping of 5-year-old 
Samantha Runnion, which di­
verted department resources.De­
tectives continued to build their 
case over the last two months and 
arrested Plesetz at his home Tues­
day. He was being held late Tues­
day at fhe Men's Central Jail in 
Santa Ana on $50,000 bail. He is 
scheduled to be arraigned Thurs­
day. 

Plesetz is the fifth priest from 
St. Edward Catholic Church to be 
accused of abusing minors over the 
last three decades. None of the 

other priests have been chargeU.. corroborating evidence and the 
·we're ·shocked, saddened and power of the priesthood and Catho­

heartsick," said _Bishop Too D. lie Church, prosecutors have put 
BrQVffi of the Diocese of Orange, af- few clerics in jail for sexually abus­
ter being told of the arrest. "Our ing minors. 
hearts go out to the victim." Covertly recorded phone calls 

Advocates for victims of priest and meetings are an increasingly 
abuse described the arrest as a 1 common device for gathering evi­
milestone. "I think when victims dence in decades-old abuse cases 
hear about this arreSt it's going to where evidence is slim. 
giVe them hope; said Mary Grant, In Los Angeles, Catholic officials 
a Los Angeles-based director of are bracing for possible indict­
Survivors Network of · Those ments of 15 current and fonner 
Abused by Priests. "It's been a priests on felony sex charges, ac­
long process for victims-hundreds cording to law enforcement 
have come forward. This is a sign. sources. In Orange County, a hand­
that this is being taken seriously." ful of priests are under criminal in-

While the Catholic Church in vestigati<>n. . 
Southern California and across the Times staff writers Stua-rt P/ei/­
nat!on bas paid out millions of dol- er and Richard Winicn c01ltrib­
lars to abuse victims who filed civil uted to this report. 
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8STS:Two 
·gedWith 
~stations 

7fe feels he was very immature at the time. J . 

Peter Hickman, bishop; St. Matthew Church · ·,. '·1·''; .i· .. '1; 

.li 
I' 

Accused Ex-Priest Reveals His Str~ggle· .... · 'F,~ 
Crime: Facing sex abuse He was assigned to St. Edward gations this sumni~r. · ., ; · ; fi· · 

Catholic Church in Dana Point, Plesetz served at St. Matthew . · I 
. charges, the Orange ·where Janet M. sang in the choir. Church In Or~ge from 1997 tintil '/ 

"The defendant is a lifelong resi- mari says· 'I regret and The area, he said, was. far re- Jtily of this year, .. a.ccor<Uilg w·[· , 
dent of the area. There is only one . · • moved from the fellow priests he. Bishop Peter Hickn1an.' St. Mat; l .· 
victim here," Steier said .. He said. have shame about this.' ·befriended thro_ugh the Archdio- thew Church is affiliated V{lth fu.e J· : 

parishes. 

the number of counts against hls cese of Los Angeles. ' . :: · · · .. Old Catholic ecumenical move- ·t'. -:' 
. client had grown from 13 listed in · B CHRISfLNE HANLEY · · ·Dana Point was ari outpost of ment and allows priests to ma.rrJ •. !· .. : '; 

:st of any child the arrest warrant -Wednesday to a~d MONTE MORIN ' the diocese ... , You lose a sense :- Hickman received a Jette~ ·b).~. ·~ 

; officials said 
investigations 

1elp other Ylc- 29 Thursday. TlMESSTAFFWRilERS of community and camaraderie July from the L<ls Angeles ~cb~..! .'. 
1mfort level to The man who prosecutors allege 'with your fellow priests," he said. diocese reporting allegations of.:, 
l lm Angeles Baker molested said Thursday that A former priest charged with ~I was in an isolated situation."__ . misconduct against Plesetz. '·' .· · r 
1l Buck, who the charges have been a "long time · sexually abusing a teenage girl Plesetz said he left the church · . Hickman said he n;tet with Ple- I J ' 
ed victil!,ls had C(lming." _ with whom he fathered a child bec~use he wanted to have a setz and another ~riest_on Jui::r-16 i.1 .. ursday. There · . The man srud he was abused re- nearly three decades ago ex- 1 . family. and confronted him Wlth the .ac-, \· ·· 
out there who peatedly by Baker at St. Paul 'of pressed regret Thursday for what ~I left once I was clear about cusations. · -· ···:. 
from afar, and the Cross Church in La Mirada, ac- happened and said he's praying what I wanted in my life," he said~ · . "He said It was true and lie} 
-se arrests and cording to a Iaw.SUit he and several for the woman. He m;mi.ed hls wife, Sandy, a apologized for not _telling Us be- ·1 

1 
.. 

>omethl:tg." . othersJi~edearlierthlsyear. In an interview~ ?ay alter he flight attendant, in Decembe~ fore,"Hiclonansaict . '. :· .i ' 
troom m Dow- He s;ud prosecutors have asked was released from Jail on $50,000 1977. . · · , "He said he had earned this ,for : , 
being held on tilat he not discuss specific events. bail, Geral.d J. Plesetz spoke can· ·Gerald J. Plesetz was arrested · The collple had a daugh.ter in the. last 27 o_ r 28 ye.ars· .. and that )1.~-~--)· : __ 

od handcuffed Previously he told The Times that. did1y about his struggles in the on three counts of oral copula- 1984. A year later, Sandy died of has always regrett~ it,. He .f~!!_ ' . 
ve one ;wo- Baker would arrange to have him · Roman Catholic Church and his . tion with a minor under age 16. cancer. Plesetz has been a single he was very' fminatip'e at the .t!ri.le. ' . 1 

uestion" .,osed · spend the riight at the St. Paul rec-. decision to give up the priesthood · father ever since.· '. · . and.that it was a very foolish ~d. 1 ,: 

tory and that the abuse started off , . soon after the .woman-identified priests accused of molestation. . With his second daughter,_ now . vetjr temble thing t,hat he dic:i.:It -
;lightly over~ "very subtly• and then progressed. · by authorities as "Janet M." -be- The Orange County Sheriffs 18, never straying far from his happened ·when he was newly <!r-:: ~; 
1g hair and a RodrigUez, who resigned from came pregnant. ·. · Department arrestedPiesetz after side during Thursday's interview, dained." . · · :_. .tJ~ 
3aker admitted the priesthood in 1993, was ar- . "I regret an4 have shame about he allegedly confessed to an Plesetz said he's tried to ~ hon- · Plesetz sai4 he plana to return t 
!. Mahony_ that raigned Thursday afternoon in a this," Plesetz said. "I ptay and sin-· undercover officer poging as his est with every.one close to. him to his job as an admini!ltr~tor with._:~~..'.'{ 
·s. After his ad- courtroom m downtown. Los An- cerely hope that Janet isn't out-of-wedlock daughter. . . about his first daughter. The girl the Orange County Heatth _Care 1, { 
sent for tre_at- ~eles on eight counts of commit- scarred from this." . . Plesetz would not discuss spe- was given up forado'ption and, ac- · Agency next week. He too. k the,.~-: \' 
sf erred to rune tmg lewd acts upon a child I.IIldet . Plesetz •. 59, was arrested Tues- cifics of the allegations against cording to Plesetz, bas been te- job in 1986 because it allqweq ll1n! · 

the age (lf 14. . · . · day on three counts of oral copu- him, saying he has not yet talked ceiving child support 1paymentil . to · help peciple-'-ai!' · a ~··prl~s\.: • 
thood in 2000, Handcuffed and standingbebi.nd lation with aminoqmdeithe age to an attorney. , from hirii over the years. ' · . · . woiJ!d..,:;,wbile .J;>eing , aliOo/ed \tOw ~. 
i the Los Ari- a glass w:ill, R<Jdriguez pleaded not ~ · of 16, becoming the first pri_est to The closest Plesetz came to ex- , ·Anyone r ever got Close. tq have a f:lmlly.' : :: _: · ::; ' -~.!~if~ :~· 
3.id $1.3 million guilty. . ' :. .. • ' - .· · :;, . be criminally charged with sexuai plaining his relationship ,with knew,· he said. Mit woUld not be ':At<hls h!inie ·in Orange 'ii~ ~' :~ 
1rought _by two. . Deputy Dist. Atty .. Hilleri Mer~ f abuse in Los Angeles· and Orange Janet M. was when he described fciir for them npt to kn<iw." , .. . ThurSday; ·lie tried to reia%' ·bY,: . : 
noalleged that_ ritt ~o_te in the,com.plaint :~ap· :.~ounties ~ce· the Ro~ari.C~tho- how lonely it was working in' But the blshop ohi ;chlirch stnilnming bis -~tai-'ilfid.:l.::@ -~ 7 
rted ~€;ill ov:er th!'re ~s ~depen\)ent eVIdenc~~ _l1c sex scandal broke rune :ntonths south Orange County durin~ the v:her~ Plesetz serv~d as a part·. whaf ~e called a symbolic. ,se,s2- _: f' 
999 .. • ·;.~'·- · · (lther · Wltness-'-_tbat "clearly. ~d . ago. On Wednesday, Los ¥geles 1970s, when the alleged cnmes · time prie~ said Thursday he was ture-listening to BOb ])ylan Bin$·. :;, 
enter . a '•plea convjncingly cori'obor.ates the .V!C~: : . :authorities .arrested two : other occurred. . · : .shocked when he heard the aile- .. "I Shali.Be Releailed..'\~ · ~· ~- ·· : ·~l·· · ~~·. 
9 co\Ults'fl).ed tim'sallegations";that.hewas·se:nh··-, · · ·., __ · · : ·· · · · ,_,_. '· '-'~ '.:. ··:"' ,::, 
s¢ofaboy'he- allymolest~·dbyRodrlgUez.- ".:i·'··:,::.~;;· .·.!·... · · ._. • '... . ;,, .. ·. · .• ·-,; _, •. <)'·~ 
1985 •. He was Los Angele!l . County. Supert6r :J"f,' .·· . , . -:;_: ; .·: . '' - . . '· ' . ". ' :,;: ~~!~ 
mts ~f commit-: Court Commissio~er; J~ffrey _ ?1.':• ~ ?n1y, "The p~ea ~s for it· ment ()f(icial, who added. that after s~e~fs deptitieHrrs1: tried to tion -- l!roeeeds, th~ '_~a A.rig~~: 
a child, and 16 !farkavy set a prelilXllllary heanng .·self. ·., ::, . ·· . Rucker's next port of call 1s be- take him mto custody at hls down- Archdiocese. will contmue to ·11e (: 
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