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Vicar for Clergy Database 

Clergy Assignment Record (Detailed) 

Mr Michael E. Wempe 

------··--------····----.. -·--·----'------------

Current Primary Assignment 

BirthDate 11/1/1939 
Birth Place Estherville, Iowa; USA 
DiaconateDrdination 

Priesthood Ordination 

Diocese Name 

Date of Incardination 

Religious Community 

Ritual Ascription 

Ministry Status 

4/30/1966 
Ar~hdiocese ofLos Angele$ 

5/1/1963 

Latin 
Dismissed from Clerical State 

Age: 73 
Deanery: 0 

Canon State Diocesan Priest Incard Process D 
Begiri Pension Date 

Home phOne 

Seminary 

Ethnicity 

Lanquaqe(s J 
Spanish 

(562) 5~4-5011 

St. John's Seminary, Camarillo 
American (USA) 

fluency 

Conversational Basics 

Fingerprint Vetification and Safeguard Training 

Date Background Check 

Virtus Training Date 

Assignment History 

As$ignm(':nt 

Dismissed from Clerical State, Rescript from the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith, Prot. No. 659/2004-23647. 

Retired with No Faculties1 NO FACULTIES. OUT OF PRIESTLY MINISTRY 

Cathedral Chapel, Los Angeles Associate Pastor (Parochial Vicar), Active 
Service · 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic Church, Los Angeles Associate Pastor 
(Parochial Vicar)1 Active Service 

Cedars-Sinai Medical Center~ Los Angeles Chaplein, Active Service 

St. Ambrose Catholic Church, West Hollywood Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 

Beginning Date Completion Date 

6/30/2006 

2/15/2002 6/29/2006 

2/1/2.002 2/14/2002 

10/15/1998 1/31/2001 

1/18/1988 2/14/2002 

1/18/1988 10/14/1998 
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Sick Leave 

St. Sebastian catholicChurch, Santa Paula Administrator ProTem, Active 
Servite 

Vatican II Institute, Rome, Sabbatical 

St. Sebastian Catholic Church, Santa Paula Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 

St. Mary catholic Church, Palmdale Resident, Resident 

Paraclete High School, Lancaster Education-Teacher/Faculty, Active Service 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Ventura Associate Pastor (Parochial Vicar), 
Active Service 

St. Jude Cathol.ic Church, Westlake Village Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service · 

St Rose of Lima Catholic Church, Simi Valley Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 

St. Andrew Catholic Church, Pasadena Associate Pastor (Parochial Vicar), 
Active Service 

St. John Chrysostom CathoUc Church, Inglewood Associate Pastor 
(Parochial Vicar), Active Service 
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7/1/1987 1/17/1988 

2/1/1987 6/30/1987 

9/1/1986 12/1/1986 

7/9/1984 1/31/1987 

2/20/1978 7/8/1984 

2/20/1978 7/8/1984 

6/17/1977 2/19/1978 

6/11/1973 6/16/1977 

9/2/1969 6/10/1973 

3/25/1969 9/1/1969 

5/14/1966 3/24/1969 



• 
February 2, 1 978 

Your Eminence: 

This date I interviewed Father Michael Wempe. 

1) I indicated the difficulties I have had in trying to place him in the 
Ventura County area; 

2) I told him that three separate priests had recommended that I 
suggest that he have professional help, primarily due to difficulties 
we have heard existed in rectories to which he has been assigned. 

Monsignor Rowden 

REDACTED 
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JUN-17-2002 06:58 PM ST.MARY~SllCHURCH REDACTED 

ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
1531 WEST NINTH STREET 
LOS ANGELES, CALifORNIA 90015 

Reverend Michael J. Moran 
St. Marls Church 
P. 0. box 850 
Palmdale, California 93550. · 

Dear Father Moran: 

388-8101 

February 1 0 1 1978 

His Eminence, Cardinal Manning, has directed me to 
confirm the appointment of 

REVEREND MICHAEL WEMPE 

to be in residence at St. Mary•s Church, with faculties of on 
Associate. Father Wempe hos been appointed to teach at 
Paroclete High School. 

This assignment will become effective on Monday, 
February 20, 1978. 

It is the mind of His Eminence, the Cardinal, that Father 
Wempe should cooper<Jte as much as possible in the porish work 
and thGt ~ sho!Jid receive $25.00 per month from the parish to 
assist in the maintenance of his aufcitll()bi(e. 

REDACTED 

Sincerely yours in Christ · 

/lt!/ll~ 
~erend Monsig~= A. Rowden· 

Chancellor 
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JUN-17-2002 06:59PM ST.MARY'SllCHURCH REDACTED 

ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
1531 WfST NINTH STREET 

LOS ANGELI:S, CALIFORNIA 90015-1194 

(213) 388-810 I 

·- . ..B~ver~_nd Mi..~hae 1 Wempe 
Saint Mary's Church 
P.o. Box 850 

Ju.ne 19, 1984 

Palmdale~ California 93550 

Dear Father Wempe; 

Enclosed is hour official appointment as 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR 

to Monsignor Matthew H. Kelly, SAINT SEBASTIAN CHURCH, Santa 
Paula, which His Eminence, cardinal Manning, has directed me 

· to forward to you. 

This assignemnt wil1 become effective on Thursday~ 
July l2» 1984. 

REDACTED; en c 1 
cc: REDACTEDREDACTED 

. Sincerely yours in Christ, 

. . 1;:://l~---(/.r.-tv.u ~ . ...... . .. · .... ~ 
~verend Monsign John A. Rawden 

Chancellor 

, Paraclete High School 

254740 
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RCALA 011371 

REFERRAL MEMORANDUM F. ARCHBISHOP ROGER MAHONY F ~ ~ \ e 
Date: ~- /S-r:f? 

TO: ~k ~ 
( --,--L~~P~e~a~s~:-r-e~~~ie~~t~:~~~n--SE_E __ m_e ________ __ 

( ) Please review. then RETURN to me 
( ) Please review, then SEND me your COMMENTS 
<)() Please review, then FILE 

( ) Please handle this matter entirely 
( } Please answer; send copy of letter to me 
( ) Please write a reply for my signature 
( } For your information 

( ) Please XEROX and send copy/copies to: ---------------------

) original to file 
( ) original back to me 
C' J,_c::/J t.J ~~~ ~ 

REMARKS:____.lcf~t_...:....~__;_,;_ _ _.:...W....::.J.~:;__.,~~:=.;;;..--~<~;;..::;w;:;..;:ii::Z--~~,_;;-...:;._;;,~---
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.. /;, ill;_§_. (}J~ "­
~: 

]\ REDACTED 
_j_) I{, 

REDACTED 
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RCALA 011373 

REDACTECREDACTED 
Clinical Psychologist 

REoAC~0~ 
REDACTED 



RCALA 011374 

REFERRAL MEMORANDUM F ... ARCHBISHOP ROGER MAHONY ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Date: §-JS-cf'l 

I ~;, )lz & (}0~ .._ 
~: 
. ]\ (REDACTED 

.j_) 1(, 

REDACTED 

, REDACTED 

[J)d) {p /() J!t j{)~~ ; (I . -~/ ..,.>, 
. o ,ou~ 

ne 
~N to me i REDACTED REDACTED 
me your CO~ Clinical Psychologist 

· entirely ! 
r of letter i 
my signatu~ 

I 
>Y /copies tol 

me 
I 
~ 

DACTED~0~ 
I i 

REDACTED 

------------------~ 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
1531 WEST NINTH STREET 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90015-1194 

{21 3) 251-3200 

OFFICE OF VICAR FOR CLERGY 
(213) 251-3284 

May 19, 1987 

Rev. Michael Wempe 
St. Sebastian Church 
235 North Ninth St. 
Santa Paula, CA 93060 

Dear Father Mike: 

As I mentioned to you when we met recently, there is 
a certain concern about your staying on at St. Sebastian. 
A transition to a new pastor is always a somewhat 
challenging time, both for a parish and for a pastor. 
I believe we discussed that your presence there, 
especially in view of how involved you were with the 
parish and how much you wanted to be pastor will of 
necessity add complications. 

In talking this over with the Personnel Board, the 
members expressed a very strong interest in seeing 
you in order to have a chance to discuss with you not 
only this situation but also your own future plans. 

The Board will meet next on Wednesday, June 3, and I 
would very much appreciate it if you could come to talk 
with them at that time. 

If that is possible for you, would you please call my 
office to make an appointment at a time that morning 
that would be suitable for you. 

Look forward to seeing you. 

REDACTED 

1970 
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His Excellency 
Archbishop Roger Mahony 
1531 W. Ninth St. 
Los Angeles, Cal. 90015-1194 

Your Excellency: 

235 NORTH NINTH STREET 

SANTA PAULA, CALIFORNIA 93060 

TELEPHONE (805) 525-2149 

May 20, 1987 

I wish to again thank you for our meeting on Friday, 
May 15 and the subsequent clarifcation of my status 
here at St. Sebastian's on Monday, May 18. As you 
mentioned Monday, my stress level has been lowered 
considerablyt 

I did, however, receive a letter from Msgr. Curry's 
office (a copy of which is enclosed), dated a day 
after our last conversation, which puzzles me 
somewhat. In an attempt to clarify th1s matter, I 
C a 11 e d REDACTED a t M s g r • C U r r y 1 s o f f i c e 
today, May 20, and thankfully, in view of my two 
conversations with you, she suggested that I 
disregard the l~tter unless I heard differently from 
their office. 

Again, thank you for your brotherly concern for me 
and my priesthood and be most assured of my continued 
prayer for you. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~~ 
Rev. Michael E. Wempe 

1969 
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Rev. Msgr. Thomas J. Curry 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90015 

Dear Tom, 

235 NORTH NINTH STREET 

SANTA PAULA. CALIFORNIA 93060 

TELEPHONE (805) 525-2149 

May 22, 1987 

This is not going to be an easy letter to write. Before I get 
into the matter, I would like to assure you that the young man who 
just got out of jail has found a place to stay and has already 
lined up a full time job in a meat market plus a part time job 
helping a man remodel his home. 

The reason for my writing at this time, however, is something 
which I discussed at great length with Fr. REDACTED who 
suggested that I write to you and also notifyREDAC~ED t of 
the problem. Since Mike and I have had a great deal of friction 
I had hesitated in bringing this up, wonderin2 if it would just 
be mud slinging on my part. But since REDACTED has made me aware 
of how sensitive the board is to matters of scandal involving priests 
in sex related issues, I feel that my silence can no longer be 
justified. 

Before I begin, I want to affirm that no one, to my knowledge, 
has made any accusations. But the potential for danger appears 
to me to be very great. 

When I came here, there was a king size. bed in my bedroom. I 
used only half of it. Meanwhile, Mike was sleeping diagonally on 
a double size bed. I suggested that we switch beds, since I didn't 
need such a big bed and he could easily use one. So we switched 
beds on the Saturday after Easter. After we had moved his bed into 
my room, the housekeeper came in and told me that I should throw out 
that double size matress and buy a new one. I asked her why, since 
it appeared all right to me. She then told me that two years ago 
Mike had a ten year old boy sleeping with him and the kid wet the 
bed and soaked the matress. I saw no stain on it, so I have kept 
the matress. 

Just about a week ago, she again repeated her urging. I told 
her that I didn't see any reason to throw it out because it was only 
wet on once. She then said: "No, Father, it happened at least three 
times that I know of." She told me the boy had brought a sleeping 
bag with him, but it was never used and she would find the bed soaking 
wet. 

1965 

RCALA 011377 

CCI 003296 



I am pretty certain that this is the same boy that Mike took 
with him, just the two of them, in his house-trailer from April 20th 
to the 22nd, this year. He played golf here on the 22nd and then 
left again the next morning in his trailer with two other boys, 
who are brothers, ages 7 and 12. They too were gone for two days. 
Though I have no evidence that anything imprOper occured, -the whole 
situation seems extremely imprudent. 

There is another aspect of his relationship with these boys 
that disturbs me, and that is the issue of firearms. About two 
weeks ago, the public school teacher of this seven your old child 
called on the phone, seeking advice. She was disturbed by the anger 
and hatred that this boy has exhibited in class, both in his conduct 
and in his written work. The child's father, REDACTED 

REDACTED The child has never ac-
cepted it. What disturbed the teacher, among other things, was a 
story that the child wrote about shooting and killing a rattlesnake 
with a gun. He said that it made him feel good when he did that. 
The teacher was wondering if she should bring this matter up with 
the child's mother, since she knew there was already a lot of stress 
in the home. But the teacher also expressed astonishment that any 
adult would let a seven year old child, especially one that is so 
angry, shoot a gun. 

It came as a shocker to me when I realized that Mike was the 
one she was talking about, even though she was unaware of it. 
Mike told me that they had killed a rattlesnake when they were away 
during Easter week, and he even showed me the snake's skin. I have 
trouble with the idea of priests teaching children to shoot guns, 
apart from the question of this particular child's emotional problems. 

How much and how many people know about the matters I have related 
here I would have no way of knowing. Mike is still very much in­
volved with the three boys mentioned above. I would judge that his 
association with them is rather widely known, since he usually 
schedules them to serve only at his Masses and he is very close 
friends with their families. 

I have discussed this situation withREDAC!ED He asked 
that I relay in this letter that he would like you to contact him 
about this matter as soon as possible. There are other details 
which he can relate to you, including names which I do not wish 
to put in writing. 

Sincerely yours, 
REDACTED 

'--/ .REDACTED Rev •. 
cc REDACTED 

1966 
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Office of the Archbishop 

ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
1531 WEST NINTH STREET 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90015-1194 
(213) 251-3288 

May 29, 1987 

Reverend Michael Wempe 
St. Sebastian's Church 
235 N. Ninth Street 
Santa Paula, CA 93060 

Dear Mike: 

I am grateful to you for your leter of May 20th and I am pleased to know 
that your own personal situation and assignment status are stabilized and 
that your own stress level has lowered. 

I believe that it is still important for you to continue your discussions 
with the Personnel Board and with Monsignor Curry since they are so 
integrally bound up in the whole process of assignments. 

Given your health situation and other personal concerns, I would hope 
that we might be able to make yournext transfer a more permanent one as 
a pastor. At the same time, I appreciate your flexibility and openness 
to the realities and timing involved in all assignments. 

I sincerely hope that you are pursuing both your REDACTED evaulation as 
well as a more thorough diagnosis of theREDACTED condition. I remain 
very open to have you go to Scripps in San Diego in order to arrive at 
a fuller understanding of your actual health condition and what might be 
done to give you greater assignment possibilities with respect to 
geographical locations. 

Assuring you of my prayers and with every best wish, I am 

ga 

cc: Monsignor Curry 

1968 
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MEMORANDUM 

DATE: June 2, 1987 

FROM: Msgr. Curry 

TO: Archbishop Mahony 

RE: St. Sebastian, Santa Paula 

The situation at St. Sebastian continues to deteriorate. 

I am in contact with REDACTED regarding the matter 
raised by FatherREDACTED(attached). 

However, I thought you should be aware of these very 
serious allegations. 

+ f1.. Ali 

b-S"-8/ 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
1531 WEST NINTH STREET 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90015-1194 

(21 3) 251-3200 

OFFICE OF VICAR FOR CLERGY 
(213) _251-3284 

June 16, 1987 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

Ph.D. 

Dear Dr .REDACTED 

Archbishop Mahony spoke to me after his conversation 
with you last week, and he told me you would be willing 
to send a report regarding Father Michael Wempe to the 
Servants of the Paraclete in New Mexico, and also that 
you would be willing to speak in person with one of the 
staff there. 

I very much appreciate your offer of assistance. The 
address is: 

Servants of the Paraclete 
Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 

Telephone: REDACTED 

You may send the report in care of Father REDACTED there. 

I will also inform the program that you are willing to 
speak with one of the staff persons and give them your 
number in case they wish to contact you. 

Again, with many thanks for your assistance in this matter 
I remain 

Yours sin?e(?~ 

(R~.~~ 
Vicar for 

REDACTED 

Curry 
Clergy 

1963 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
1531 WEST NINTH STREET 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90015-1194 

(213) 251-3200 

OFFICE OF VICAR FOR CLERGY 
(213) _2.51·3284 

June 17, 1987 

REDACTED 

Jemez Springs 
New Mex±co 87025 

Dear REDACTED 

Since Father Michael Wempe is going to Jemez Springs on 
Monday, June 22 for the diagnostic program there, I am 
sending you some bacground information. We hope that as 
a result of the diagnostic tests, the program there will 
be able to accept and assist him. 

Earlier this year, Father· Wempe applied for the pastorate 
of St. Sebastian parish in Santa Paula. He was not 
uppointed, but the whole process of the appointment of a 
pastor to the parish and subsequent events there have 
brought his life increasingly under review by several people. 

At a public hearing in the parish before the selection of 
a new pastor, attended by about 120 persons), it emerged that 
some people.were very much in favor of Father Wempe's being 
appointed pastor. They cited his excellent qualities: his 
ability to work with youth, his liveliness, preaching, 
liturgy, etc. It also emerged that others were very much 
opposed to such an appointment. They saw him as being a 
part of the problems in the parish and said that what the 
parish needed was a whole new start. It would be difficult 
to estimate the numbers in either of these groups, but 
they were definitely distinct entities. 

When Father Wempe came to the Personnel Board for his inter­
view, the members were surprised--I might even say distressed-­
as a result of the meeting. They found him "hyper," extra­
ordinarily emotionally attached to the parish. He seemed to 
emphasize that he was totally loved by the people, and yet 
when they asked him about how to reconcile with those who 
disagreed with him or did not want him as pastor, he seemed 
to have a completely unrealistic assessment of his ability 
to do so. 

The Board was so unfavorably impressed that none of its 
members would even consider recommending him for the pastor a tt•. 
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REDACTED -2 

I make no judgment about subsequent events. However, I would 
point out that Father Wempe's behavior since the appointment of 
a new pastor has not been conducive to the latter's really 
taking over and getting a hold on the assignment. For instance, 
Father Mike wept in introducing him at all the Masses and let 
the people know how disappointed he had been in his failure to 
get the appointment. 

There have also been many and fairly severe conflicts with the 
new pastor, though I repeat that I am making no judgment as to 
blame in this instance. The Board members, however, have felt 
strongly for some time that it is essential that Father Mike be 
away from St. Sebastian. 

•· His history of conflict in parishes goes back a long way. There 
are several letters in the files, some indicating extreme appro­
bation for him but others very critical of him. There is one 
note saying that Monsignor Rawden, the former Chancellor, inter­
viewed him in February 1978 and told him then that three separate 
priests had recommended he receive professional help, primarily 
because of difficulties existing in rectories. 

A number of priests have expressed admiration for Father Mike's 
love of the Liturgy, for his preaching, and his ability to relate 
to young people. However, the other side they see is an inability 
to deal with authority--especially pastors' authority--and his 
going into almost incontrollable rage when challenged on this. 
They have pointed out an absolute determination on his part to 
take over, to use very strong language about pastors, about 
hierarchical authority, about any kind of authority that seems to 
challenge his own. 

He has had difficulty working with staff members in parishes. 
They have qlaimed he was irrational, insulting, and impossible 
to work with. Some of these complaints are that things he does 
not like to do, e.g., visiting hospital, he simply dismisses and 
says "that's not my thing" and utterly refuses to do them. 

While he cares about the Liturgy and is talented in that area, 
again, some of the complaints have been that it absolutely had 
to be handled his way, that no one could discuss planning or 
anything else with him. 

There are also complaints about violent verbal attacks on pastors, 
abusive language, screaming, and rage. He seems to have an 
extraordinary hunger for popularity and affirmation. 

There does run through the complaints about him the allegation 
that he does not make prudent judgments, that his behavior tends 
to alienate and upset people and get them unreasonably angry with 
him, and that, possibly, he does this to get their attention. 

1961 
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REDACTED -3 

During an interview with him, the Archbishop mentioned that there 
is no place he could get the Personnel Board to recommend Mike for 
now, either as pastor or in any other capacity. I believe this 

RCALA 011384 

to be the case and feel his reputation is such that the vast majority 
of priests in the Archdiocese would.be nervous or fearful of working 
with him. 

Incidentally, Father Mike has been going to see a psychologist 
for the past several years: 

REDACTED 

, .. 

REDACTED _ _ has said he would indeed be willing to send a report 
to Jemez Springs if needed and also willing to talk to one of the 
staff persons there if that would be helpful. He comes highly 
recommended by several priests in the Archdiocese. 

In addition to the complaints about conflicts in rectories, there 
is another issue surrounding Father Wempe that tends to be more 
serious, although there isless hard evidence on it and I must admit 
that most of it is conjecture and rumor. However the rumors tend 
to be both consistent and persistent, and they deal with his 
relationship with small boys or with teenagers. It is true that he 
does--according to his own admission--spend much of his free time 
with minors. He has allowed these minors (we believe some of them 
may be as young as seven years old) to use firearms. 

He has also had minors stay overnight in his present assignment. 
They spent the ·time in his room, and there are allegations that 
they spent_time also in his bed. He has continued to have minors 
in his room, though not staying overnight, and specifically had 
one in his room after the Regional Bishop has asked the pastor to 
see that he did not do such a thing. 

He has had a teenage boy live with him in a trailer during one 
of his assignments. There is also an allegation--and this one 
involves a specific person--that he did touch a person improperly 
a number of years ago, when the person was still a minor. Again, 
I would emphasize the existence of a consistent and persistent 
belief on the part of a number of priests that he has had improper 
and imprudent relationships with minors. 

Because of concern about these relationships and because of his 
consistent inability to relate with other priests, the Archdiocese 
feels the time has come when he simply must have help if he is to 
continue to make use of the many talents he has and to minister 
fruitfully in the Archdiocese. I wish to be fair and candid in 
this assessment, and I would be most willing to elaborate on 
anything in this letter or speak to any of your staff persons if 
that were deemed useful. 

Sinc~rst::J /-:7 
(Rev. Msgr.) ThJma~ 

Vicar for Clergy 

1962 

CCI 003303 



PERSONAL HISTORY 3HEET 
FOUNDATION HOUSE 

SERVANTS OF THE PARACLETE ---
JEMEZ SPRINGS. NEW MEXICO 87025 

Name: Michael Edwin Wempe 

Date: June 19. 1987 

Current Address:FREDACTED 

Telephone Number REDACTED 

Referred to Foundation House £l: Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

Date of Birth: Nov. 1. 1939 

Place of Birth: REDACTED 

~: 47 

Most Recent Occupation: Catholic Priest 

Education (Places & dates): 

Grade school: REDACTED 

High school: 

College: 

Seminary: St. John's Seminary. Camarillo. CA- 1962-1966 

Degrees: Master of Arts in Comparative Religions. (1 class and 
project short of Master of Science in Marriage, Family and Child Counseling.) 

Other Educational Experiences: Pastoral Spanish Institute (3 months). 
Loyola Marymount Continuing Education for Priests (1 day a week for 2 years). 
Vatican II Institute for Priests. 1986, 

Date of Ordination: April 30, 1966 

YOUR FAMILY 
REDACTED 
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LIFE HISTORY/Rev. Michael Wempe 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

(5) 

REDACTED I was probably considered the athelete of the class. I am 
aware now that I even then felt that I could find security and acceptance from 
younger boys. Again. there was no sex involved. 

1948 
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LIFE HISTORY/Rev. Michael Wempe 

AFTER ORDINATION: 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 
(6) 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 
there was 

also a young boy whom I took camping and we did sleep together. There was no 
sex. but I am sure that I cuddled with him. To me.' he felt "safe". while the 
woman did not. REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED . _ I have never had or allowed 
these boys to do anything to me sexually. We have slept together. not been 
afraid that we might accidentally touch each other. we have been at ease. 

FINAL MAJOR EVENT: REDACTED 
REDACTED 

~ 

REDACTED I do not want to be a person who is unsafe 
around kids.. I love my priesthood and want to be effective with all ages and 
not fear my relationships with any age. especially the young. I want to 
continue to serve in Los Angeles. 

REDACTED 
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LIFE HISTORY/Rev. Michael Wempe (7) 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTEREbAcrEo The young man that lived with me for a period of time. There was 
no sex whatsoever. but I deeply loved him and he deeply loved me. We did sleep 
together until he felt he was too old. We always hugged and were never afraid 
to touch each other (non-sexually). 

REDACTED 
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LIFE HISTORY/Rev. Hichael Wempe 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 
- -

(8) 

I need to check out 
mv committment with vouth. esneciallv bovs who need a strong father figure. 

REDACTED 
-

REDACTED I need to assure those who are concerned that I am not doirL 
evil things with kids. 

1951 

RCALA 011389 

CCI 003311 



REDACTED 

What is your view ~ the future! (Include ambitions. desired work assignments. 
feelings). 

I want to be an active 
the pastor of a parish. 
want to understand. as 
God. 

REDACTED 

priest in the Archdiocese of Los angeles. I want to be 
I feel that I will be very good in this position. I 
said before. my relationship with people. myself and 
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.EV. MI CRAEL T.JE}'; JE 

Notes June 25, 1987: 

Conversation witbREDACTED Jemez Springs. Mike has totally finnessed 
his way through seven years of therapy. The report will not go to the 
psychologist here. He lied to the psychologist. Been involved with 
minors--presently with a 12-year-old--surrogate father but also sex partner. 
Pre-sexual--very serious 
Furious at the psychologist 
Last one to get into Foundation House Program 
Afraid he might try suicide and watched him. Not afraid of that now. 
Discuss with Bill Perri his coming back to L.A. before program starts. 
11Mike has an insatiale need for closure. 11 

Discussed aiding victims and the problem that might cause. 
Mike said "People here would say 'let it go 111 

Reported to Archbishop on same date by phone. REDACTED v said Mike Wempe 
was terrified of Archbishop and of me. REDACTED ' calmed fears of this. 
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P.ARAQETE 

Jemez Springs. New Mexico 87025 (505} 829-3586 

Most Reverend Roger Mahoney. D.D. 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles. California 90015 

Dear Archbishop Mahoney: 

June 26 • 19 87 

Reverend Michael Wempe a member of your Archdiocese will participate in our 
June - December program of renewal here at Foundation House. This letter 
contains information about the program. followup. and finances. 

The program begins June 13. 1987 and will come to a close on December 4. 1987. 

I ask that you write a letter to us describing the difficulties which have 
brought Michael to this point in his life. If others can add to this 
description. we would like to hear from them also. These letters will be shown 
to Michael by our psychiatrist or psychologist. In this way the participant 
can understand the difficulties in his life as described by a significant 
other. These letters are very important. and we consider them an integral part 
of the process here. 

I will be sending progress reports concerning Michael every five weeks. These 
are confidential reports which are reviewed by him before they are sent to you. 
Michael will sign a "Release of Confidential Information" form before I send 
these reports to you. -

I encourage you. or one of your representatives. to visit us while Michael is 
in the program. You will be able to observe the program and meet some of the 
staff. We have found these visits extremely helpful to the man as he works on 
his issues. 

Over the past eleven years that we have been conducting this program we have 
consistently ••en the need for followup. Therefore our program includes the 
following: 

1) When Michael completes the program here in December. a member of our 
professional staff will return with him to his Archdiocese to do a Re-entry 
Workshop with the significant people in his life. The fee for this Workshop is 
$200.00 plus expenses. We suggest that this Workshop take place within the 
first three months after he completes the program. 
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2) A mandatory Followup Workshop of one week will take place here in early 
June. 1988. 

3) There is a followup by telephone between completion of the program and 
the Followup Workshop. 

4) During the 18 months after completion of the Followup Workshop. we are 
willing to do a one-day workshop in the place where Michael is living. This is 
optional and would be done at your request. 

The fruits of the program are often seen only after the participant has spent 
some time back in his place of ministry. We are willing to do whatever we can 
to enable the person to help the program work for him and for those to whom he 
is ministering. This takes energy. time. and money. but the worthwhile results 
of proper followup are surely gratifying. 

Numbers 1). 2). and 3) above are our contract with you. Number 4) is an 
optional service. 

Our billing procedure is set up so that the payment of the invoice is due 15 
days after receipt. Our fees per month. excluding costs for additional expense 
such as for physicians. are approximately $3.000. You will receive a detailed 
accounting of each expenditure each month. Since we are not a licensed medical 
facility. usually the only fees that can be claimed on most group insurance 
policies are for the psychiatrist. the physician. medications. and psycholog~t 
REDACTED are licensed in the State of N~ 
Mexico.) We are not set up. however. to process your insurance claims- we 
must let that be the responsibility of your own business manager. 

Using funds from our annual drives. the Congregation of the Servants of the 
Paraclete donates a monthly subsidy to keep the total cost of the program as 
low as possible. 

Please direct questions about billing to our Administrator,. REDACTED 

I wish to thank you for the confidence that you have placed in us by allowing 
Michael to come to our prograa. If at any time during the program you have any 
questions. please do not hesitate to contact me. Please continue to remember 
us in prayer as we perfona this important and delicate ministry. 

Sincerely in the Paraclete 1 

(Rev.) 
Director 

WDP:ss 

•. &J~ o/~r51~ 
s.P •• M.A •• D.Min. 
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\ " . . 

TC:'l. 

To refresh your memory. Mike Wempe called while you were 
away about the letter we sent him. He said he did not 
want to see the Personnel Board and did not want to make 
an appointment with them as the A.B. had assured him personally 
at two different times that he could stay on at St. Sebastian 
until he became a pastor and that was exactly what he intended 
to do. 

I told him that if the A.B. had indeed told him that I could 
understand his confusion about our letter, that I would pass 
the information on to you, and that you would probably contact 
him as to further action but that he should not worry about 
it until and unless he heard from you. 

That is not exactly SUGGESTING that he disregard the letter, 
but then word choice is always a problem. 

REDACTED 
f'( ~ 7, 
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Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586 

July 20, 1987 

Most Rev. Roger Mahoney, o.o • 
. Archbishop of Los Angeles 
1531 West 9th Street 
Los Angeles, california 90015 

Dear Archbishop Mahoney: 

I have enclosed-the report on the evaluation that was recently 
done here for Father Michael Wempe. 

Mike has entered the program here with motivation and sincerity. 
He was very open and honest during the first week of the program 
in which we had autobiographies. Mike told the other members of 
the group why he is here and was able to trust this process. 
Because of this, I have hope that Mike will do well in the 
program. 

Mike has requested, Archbishop, that this report be destroyed once 
you have read it. 

I hope that this information-is helpful to you. 

sti~ 2~ 
(Rev.) Will~D. Perri, s.P. 
Director: Foundation Bouse 
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Reverend Michael Wempe D.O.B.: 11/01/39 
Referred by: Rev. William Perri. s.P •• M.A •• D.Min. 
Referral Question: Psychological Evaluation & Testing 
Sources of Evaluation: REDACTED 

REDACTED 

Place of Evaluation: Servants of the Paraclete 
Foundation House 
Jemez Springs. New Mexico 87025 

Date of Evaluation: June 24, 1987 

Michael was referred for psychological evaluation for two major reasons: one 
REDACTED 
REDACTED _ and secondarily. he was referred because of some 

rumors about some sexual acting out. He had not confirmed any of this sexual 
behavior, however, there were rumors and suspicions in the diocese concerning 
his behavior with young adolescent boys. REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

As the interview progressed. Michael began to discuss same of his behavior with 
young adolescent boys. As he told me more about this behavior. this became the 
sole focus of our interview. He described that he likes to cuddle and sleep in 
the same bed with young boys. that he has had long-term relationships with a 
few young boys that have lasted for as many as ten years. These relationships 
consists of his being the father to them that they have never had and most of 
these boys are people who have either no father or neglectful fathers. He 
attempts to be a father to them. providing them both with a male parental 
image. teaching them things such as to fire a gun and other classically 
masculine things as well as teaching them gentleness. He will sleep in the 
same bed with them often rubbing their backs. However. to the last statement 
he adds "that that's not what it's all about. that's not what I'm here for". 
By that. he means that it is not primarily out of sexual interest that he is 
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Psychological Evaluation/Rev. Michael Wempe (2) 

involved with these boys but that this is secondary to his own need to be 
cuddled and his need to father someone. 

As we discussed his behavior with boys, Michael was very clear to assert that 
he did not see this behavior as primarily sexual and that furthermore. his 
psychologist (to the extent that he informed the psychologist o~ some of the 
past behaviors) did not see his problem as being primarily sexual. that he had 
seen Michael as "pre-sexual". Michael wanted to make it very clear that he had 
never harmed a boy and that the things that he did with them was out of love 
and could not be construed as being harmful. Michael did some very serious 
denying and minimizing as we discussed these issues. As I confronted him with 
the fact that I felt that there was both denial and minimization in a none too 
gentle fashion. Michael became extremely upset. REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED I had pointed out to him that some of the things 
that he had done were against the law and that he could conceivably face felony 
charges. He found this extremely upsetting. By the end of the session. he 
reported that this was the worst hour of his entire life. He was obviously 
extremely angry with me and found me to be quite cold. judgmental and uncaring. 
By the end of the session. he was still denying that he needed to be here and 
felt that he had made a major error in judgment by revealing as much as be bad. 
From reports of professionals who saw him later in the week, his attitude about 
some of this softened and he was aware that he definitely needed help and that 
he had a real problem concerning sexuality. From talking to other people, it 
is my impression that his attitude about his sexuality. his need for help, and 
his pastorate in general is markedly changed from the time that I saw him and 
that as a result, many of the statements about his minimization and denial are 
no longer relevant to him. 

REDACTED 
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Psychological Evaluation/Rev. Michael Wempe 

REDACTED 

(3) 
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Psychological Evaluation/Rev. Michael Wempe (4) 

REDACTED 

REDACTED There seems no question that much of his sexual behavior is at 
least in part related to a need for intimacy that has never really been met in 
his life. However, he has completely ignored the sexual aspects to his 
behavior and has minimalized to a great extent the sexual needs that he has 
had. He is going to need to deal both with his needs for intimacy and his 
sexuality. REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED I strongly recommend his participation in the 
program at Foundation House. He has some major rationalizations to undo and 
some very real depression that he has not faced and it is going to be a very 
difficult process for him. He is going to need to both accept the consequences 
of his behavior for his own life and the fact that although he was telling 
himself that be bad nothing but positive motives in his relationships with 
these boys. that some of his behavior may in fact have caused some very real 
harm. The reports that I have heard from other staff indicate that he had 
already begun by the end of the week the process of accepting the consequences 
of sane of his behavior REDACTED - • 

REDACTED 

although clearly 
sexual behavior. 
sexual behavior 

a major problem for him. seems secondary at th~s po~nt to n1S 
It seems quite likely that in the process of dealing with his 

he would also be able to work out some of his authority issues. 
REDACTED 
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(5) 

Psychological Evaluation/Rev. Michael Wempe 

Thank you for the opportunity of helping to evaluate Reverend Michael Wempe. 

REDACTED 

(Dictated. but not read) 

1937 

CCI 003326 



: ... : :i. ::::. ;:;:~ >: · .... · .. :' .L -~ ~::· r !<::: .... 

~531 W. Ninth St. 

,;, 
.! ·'~---·· 

RCALA 01140.1 

.··, 
-.:•: ·::,.:::.-.. : 

. .·-· 
.: .. :::· 

,··· 
_:1\l: ;,1 l,.,•n ~~d was vat~ Pleased with its Performance en ~~e 

own ~ifts t~ the communitY. 

.. ;,,' ... 
. ·- • .. ·: ·-~: ....:.; 
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-~ncerelv /ours 1n Christ, 

~·~~ Michael E. WemPe 

1931 

CCI 003333 



RCALA 011402 

. ><-·.···,.·-····· 
'···' ·: ... ...: ::::. ,.,: 

' ,-'!,"'', .. ::' 

:. -···-· ' 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

The drive over was uneventful. I had rebuilt the en9ine Ln the 

r have been here three full weeKs now ~nd am besinnins to settle in. 
~he ~chedule 1s verY full and verY demanding. Each daY is beSun with 

,, '1 'I 
::1,,!., J. ever the countrY and each contributes his own sifts to the 

I am becomins verY aware of how much I ·- .;_ t, •• ~ - •• 
t _ _, ;_., 11::.:r · ·::-

down uPon bY ether members of the clers~·. I would feel that this ex~ended 
would be beneficial for almost 

REDACTED 

ThanKs for Your helP in these matters. 

REDACTED 

Rev. Michael E. WemPe 
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1531 WEST NINTH STRE£T 

LOS ANGELES. CALIFORNIA &0015-11114 

OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP August 14, 1987 

Reverend Michael E. Wempe 
Foundation House 
Jemez Springs, NM 87025 

Dear Mike: 

I was so very pleased to receive your recent letter and I am 
glad to know that you are finding the program at Foundation 
House to be so helpful and useful to you in your life as a 
priest. 

You will recall that when I recommended that you go to Jemez 
Springs and participate in the program I said that you would 
find in the long run that it would be an extremely favorable 
and constructive experience for you. All of the priests whom 
I know and who have participated in the program relate that 
same experience, and when you conclude the program there you 
will find your own future ministry so much more challenging 
and fruitful. 

Each of you there at Jemez Springs is very much in my prayers 
and I.call you to mind each day during my celebration of the 
Eucharist. 

Please continue to have your spirit of openness there at 
Foundation House and to allow the spirit to work through the 
various professionals as well as your brother priests. 

Assuring you again of my prayers and of my support for you in 
this experience, and with every best wish, I am 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

Most Reverend Roger Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 

. 
REDACTED 

.. 

) 
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~ 
P.APACLETE 

Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586 
August 17. 1987 

Most Reverend Roger Mahony. D.D. 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles. California 90015 

Dear Archbishop Mahony: 

Here is the first report on Reverend Michael Wempe who is currently in the 
program at Foundation House. 

REDACTED 
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Reverend Michael Wempe 

REDACTED 

PSYCHOLOGICAL 07/22/87 R~~A~~ED __ 

REDACTED 
• Ph. D. ) : REDACTED 

REDACTED 

(2) 

He was still doing considerable 
rationalizing and attributing a larger percentage of his behavior to wanting to 
help children than I was comfortable with. I pushed relatively hard for him to 
see that although much of his behavior may have been motivated by a desire to 
help other people. certainly a large portion of his behavior also needed to be 
viewed in te~ of satisfying his own sexual needs. He reports that he does 
not become sexually stimulated. however. his masturbation fantasies revolve 
primarily a ... : these experiences. Clearly. this is a sexual incident for him 
which is not to say that he does not have genuine fondness for some of the boys 
and that there are not altruistic impulses and altruistic aspects to his 
behavior. REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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Rev€ re'.ld Michael Wempe (5) 

REDACTED 

Sincerely. 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 

I have read the above report and approve of its being mailed. I so signify my 
consent by my signature below. 

-~£&)~$? 
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REFERRAL MEMORANDUM fROM' ARCHBI SHO'P ROGrR MAHONY' 
~·· 

TO:_) --p~~W~.OJ!",.~-e.,. ......... r-'~-v-i e..;:::7.;;._,~7e":-SE_E_m_e -----

Dateei- )/- f? 

( ) Please review, then RETURN to me 
( ~) Please review, then SEND me your COMMENTS 
{A ) Please review, then FILE 

{ Please handle this matter entirely 
( Please answer; send copy of letter to me 
(_ Please write a reply for my signature 
( For your information 

) Please XEROX and send copy/copies to: ------------------

( ) original to file 
( ) original back to me 

REMARKS:---=-M~~;.__. -£..:..~~;...._· ""-=::t:~ie-~k=:::..==. ;;,._..,;. ,. ____ _ 
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Jemez Springs, New Mexico B7025 (505) 629-3586 
September 25. 1987 

Most Reverend Roger Mahony. D.D. 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles. California 90015 

Dear Archbishop Mahony: 

Here is the second report on Reverend Michael Wempe who is currently in the 
program at Foundation House. 

REDACTED 
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Reverend Michael Wempe (6) 

REDACTED 

He also talked about other relationships. One of the more telling points was 
the statement he made about one boy that he did a lot of things together with. 
What he said was that he loved that boy too much to ever do anything sexual 
with him. There seemed to be some relationship in strength of the attachment 
that he felt toward a boy and his unwillingness to become sexually involved 
with that boy. It was extremely painful for him to go into such detail about 
his sexuality. He talked about the tremendous amount of trust that went into 

1914 

RCALA 011409 

CCI 003346 



Reverend Michael Wempe (7) 

his decision to share all this and left the session extremely upset REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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Reverend Michael Wempe 

REDACTED 

Sincerely. 

(/J~ l;~,{ 
(Rev.) William D. Perri. s.P •• M.A •• D.Min. 
Director: Foundation House 

WDP: ss 

(11) 

I have read the above report and approve of its being mailed. I so signify my 
consent by my signature below. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF lOS ANGELES 
1531 WEST NINTH STREET 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90015-1194 

(213) 251-3200 

REDACTED 
(213) 251-3284 

October 30, 1987 

Rev. Michael Wempe 
Servants of the Paraclete 
Jemez Springs 
New Mexico 87025 

Dear Mike: 

I am planning to visit Jemez Springs in November--to 
arrive there on Wednesday, November 18, around 5-6 P.M. 

If it would be convenient for you, I would be most happy 
to bring you to dinner that evening. Dr. REDACTED will 
set up some meetings on Thursday, and I will return to 
Los Angeles Thursday evening. 

REDACTED is currently planning to visit there beginning 
the evening of Thursday, November 19. 

I look forward very much to seeing you. Meantime, if 
you would like to talk to me ahead of time, please do 
not hesitate to call. My home number is REDACTED 

Fraternally yours, 

(Rev. Msgr.) Thomas·J. Curry 
Vicar for Clergy 

REDACTED 
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PARACLETE 

Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586 
October 30. 1987 

Most Reverend Roger Mahony. D.D. 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles. California 90015 

Dear Archbishop Mahony: 

Here is the third report on Reverend Michael Wempe who is currently in the 
program at Foundation House. 

REDACTED 
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Reverend Michael Wempe 

REDACTED 

PSYCHOLOGICAL 09/30/87 REDACTED 
REDACTED 

~~ - ~ -
REDACTED 

Ph.D.); REDACTED 

- -.~.. - - ... . - - ... 

(3) 

-
We talked about 

rationalization and how he has rationalized the hurt that he has done to kids. 
He initially toOk the stance that he could not see how he had hurt kids and my 
stance with him was essentially that everyone knows that one does not do sexual 
things with ~ds and that if he would show a video tape to anyone about what he 
did that theliji.wuld identify it as sexual and they would indentify that as 
wromz. REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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Reverend Michael Wempe (6) 

REDACTED 

REDACTED Mike discussed the fact that 
he, in the times since our last meeting. has realized quite a number of things 
about himself that he had not realized before. He reports that he listened very 
carefully to the feedback that I was giving him and bas now made contact with 
the parts of himself that he realizes that some of the things that he did with 
the kids were wrong and that they are his responsibility. REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 
suggested that 
could l1ve w1t 

I 
he may want to start consideri what sorts of restrict"ons he 

to active minist and that it mi ht be 
up a list of his own restrictions before 

·~~~~~~~~~~~=:~~-=~~~This woul~e an opportunity to have some 

REDACTED 

1904 

RCALA 011415 

CCI 003361 



Reverend Michael Wempe 

REDACTED 

Sincerely. 

~~~-4?41111 
(Very Rev.) Wm. (Liam) Hoare. s.P •• M.A. 
Director: Foundation House 

LH:ss 

(7) 

I have read the above report and approve of its being mailed. I so signify my 
consent by my signature below. 
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MEMORANDUM 

November 22, 1987 

To: Archbishop Mahony 

From: Hsgr. Thomas Curry 

Re: Father Michael Wempe 

I met with Hike, Father Liam Hoare, the new Director of Foundation House. 
Dr. REDACTED , Mike's therapist, andREDACTED , REDACTED 

REDACTED Dr. REDACTED reported that, while Mike has had a great deal of 
difficulty with the Program, he has made very significant progress in the 
lest three weeks. My experience of the meeting together with the attached 
indicate this is true. 

We spend a considerable amount of time. discussing the confidentiality of 
the reports on Mike. At the beginning I stated I felt bound to share the 
attached with you despite his wish to have it destroyed immediately. He 
did not ask if I had seen the previous reports, and I did not indicate that 
I had. Neither did he ask if they had been destroyed. He is afraid the 
records will be sought by the courts at some time and that they could 
convict him. I stressed that, from a personnel point of view, the records 
constituted a protection and that, for future consideration of his case, 
the absence of records shoving his response to therapy would be a 
hindrance. 

We discussed the possibility of. legal problems in the future. He is very 
aware that what he did comes within the scope of the criminal lev in 
California. Although .I do not know the exact details, he told me that 
there vas some sexual touching, although most of his activity would better 
be described as •cuddling." He also mentioned that, with the exception of 
one bay, all the others involved are nov over twenty-one. I encouraged him 
to contact a criminal lawyer to get a more exact evaluation of his legal 
status. Indeed, it is surprising the counselor Jte attended in California 
did not report him, and we agreed it would be better if Mike did not return 
to him. 

Both Hike a~(;. Dr. REDACTED agreed on the absolute necessity of his 
continuing I· ;qounseling. This presents us with a problem, but Mike is so 
aware of th ;·(tried that he would be willing to go to a diocese in another 
state--something he would not have been willing to consider earlier in the 
Program. 

We discussed the possibility of his consulting a lawyer who would refer him 
to therapy, thus putting the reports under the protection of privilege or 
of finding a lawyer who is also a psychiatrist.. I will investigate both 
possibilities. 

With regard to future placement, Hike presents a greater challenge than 
RREDACTED Dr.REDACTED discouraged campus ministry for the reason that minors 
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or students over eighteen but who are emotionally unformed attend college. 
Mike agreed with this assessment. On hospital ministry, the staff 
disagreed. Dr.REDACTED felt this would be suitable in that it involves a 
transient population, and Mike tends to get into trouble with long-term 
relationships. Father Hoare disagreed in that hospital ministry can involve 
minors end can provide for a good deal of physical touching with people in 
all stages of consciousness. I tend to agree with Dr.REDACTED in this 
case but asked them to continue to discuss this matter. We agreed that 
Adult Education and Engaged Encounter would be suitable activities. In 
general, I will look for areas of ministry where we are not able to provide 
a priest because of the shortage of clergy. 

In addition to the parishes listed, Mike mentioned Corpus Christi, Pacific 
Palisades as he gets on very well with REDACTED He is most attached to 
his dog, and I warned him this might limit his options. I will be in 
continued contact as he prepares to return. 

., 

2 
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ENCLOSED PLEASE FIND A SUMMARY OF MY INPUT FOR OUR 
PLACEMENT MEETING. I HAVE DOUBLED SPACED IT SO THAT YOU 
CAN MAKE NOTES BEFORE OR DURING THE CONFERENCE. 

THm·w::::; .. 
1''1 I f=::E 
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RCALA 011420 

(Rev Michael WemPe) 

A. MY ma1n reasons for beir~ here at Foundat1on House were to deal with 

issues of sexualitY and relationshiP witn authoritY. 

8. Without minimizing either 1ssue. it seems that both are sYmPtoms of a 

deePer issue of mY neediness. I have verY deeP felt needs for which I did 

not taKe resPonsibilitY. I felt it was the resPonsibilitY of others to 

fulfill those needs and thus maKe me haPPY. 

I needed intimacY and tried to use others, including the boYs,to fulfill 

t.h.~·.t. need. I told mYself that I was standing in for the boYs fathers who 

were either absent or non-effective. I am now aware that I was 

maniPulating the boYs for mY own needs which manifested themselvessexuallY 

It was also lacK of mY own Personal resPonsabilitY for mY own l1fe, that 

led me to exPect authoritY to alwaYs maKe me haPPY ~1d fulfill mY needs. 

If authoritY did fulfill those needs, all went well. 

found areas for conflict. 

MY time here at Foundation House has been most helPful in 9ettin~ 

touch with the areas of concern and Pain both for ~~self and the 

I and the staff are aware. however. that the healing 

is not comPlete. Contir~ed counselling is obviouslY indicated. 

I I • 1·1::-·' Oo.:..l s- ' 

Personal intesritY, wh1ch for me means continued counselling -~t 

I can taKe adult resPonsibilitY for the mana9ement of mY deePest ~-

includin9 intimacY and relationshiP with author1tY. 
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A Return to fruitful min1strY Ln the Church. I am aware that th1s 

will most liKelY mean sPectalized ministrY for a t1me. but I would hoPe to 

return to Parish worK in the future. 

A. Diocesan Concerns= 

1. A Period of limited and sPecialized ministrY, which should have 

sPecific restrictions about Youth, both for mY saKe and that of the 

2. Due to the nature of the situation it mi9ht be best not to assi9n 

1. ConfidentialitY - RePorts from here destroYed. even thts PaPer -

Personnel board. suPervisor. 

2. Continued counselling - necessarY - le9al Problems? 

3. SPiritual Director REDACTED 

4. SuPPort 9rouPs - rectorY suPPort. maYbe men who have been at this 

5. Arran9ements to KeeP do9. 

6. Fe~r of BlacK nei9hborhoods. 

IV. Talents and qualifications 

Good Preacher, confessor and teacher. 

Intelli9ent, a 9ood writer, a fast tYPist. 

C:. Educ.:;..t. i o:::.n.:;..l 

Johns• almost M.S. from ht. St MarY~s CM .• F., 
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RCALA 011422 

[1. F'h>-'~. i c::.. l 

Good athlete (9olf, tenn1s, basKetball) 

V. ThoY9hts on areas of immediate ministrY ~ with no Youth involvement) 

Parish evenin9 retreats .. missions. Marria9e .. En9a9ed Encounters .. 

Cur-·:=. i llo. 

8. ProPa9ation of Faith 

C. Newman ChaPlaincY 

0. Areas where Priest needed but one not available in Past. 

Personnel, fund raisin9, continuing ed. 

E. Off ice lolot-·1.0:: 

F. HosPital worK 

VI. Lon9 Term MinistrY 

A. Parish MinistrY 

8. Catholic Charities - Finish M.S. at Mt St. MarY~s with view toward 

counselling of divorcing or marria9e coYnsellin9. This counselling is not 

immediatelY recommended bY staff. 

VII. Random thou9hts on resider~e - Possible in-built sYPPort 

t=:t. REDACTED 

t::. REDACTED 

c. REDACTED 

- Past residence with hLm. 

· comfortable w1th h1m and trust him. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
1531 WEST NINTH STREET 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90015-1194 

(21 3) 251-3200 

i 
'I 
\ L. •• '~> ·...__... 

OFFICE OF VICAR FOR CLERGY 
(ZlJ) 251-3284 

December 10, 1987 

Rev. Michael Wempe 
REDACTED 

Dear Mike: 

Recently I was referred to a Dr. REDACTED 
a psychiatrist who practices in REDACTED He is 
very experienced in counseling priests and conducts a 
priests' support group in San Bernardino. 

He would be open to coming to Los Angeles for the same 
purpose, and since the aftercare program at Cherry 
Valley does not seem to be operative, I would very much 
like to get such a group into operation here. 

Could you give me a call at your convenience and let 
me know your thoughts on this? 

I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Rev. Msgr.) Thomas J. Curry 
Vicar for Clergy 
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PAAACLETE 

Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586 

December 23, 1987 

Most Reverend Roger Mahony, D.D. 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, Callfornla 90015 

Dear Archbishop Mahony, 

With the conclusion of the Foundation House Program, I would like to 
appr.lse you of my final recaunendatlons relative to Fr. Michael Wempe. These 
are based on an overview and have been mad& in consultation with Staff 
observations. If there are any questions or comments, please feel free to 
contact me. 

REDACTED 

3> Future ministry - for the time being, he needs to be In a situation 
which will allow him to avoid all contact wl th minors and also help him stay 
away from the opportunity for forming manlputatlve relationships with people 
who are relatively vulnerable. This does not only apply to minors and Is not 
only a sexual matter, but fits into a pattern that Mike has been Involved ln 
various polat• In hls life. 

4> Coactf,Uone ae set out In the meeting wl th Monsignor Tea CUrry such as: 
no physlcal'ftfttact with minors except to shake hands, never being alone with 
minors, etc. 

REDACTED 
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Ou~ sincerest thanks for you~ confidence ln ou~ program. We stand ready 
to be of any possible assistance ln the future. Prayerful beet wishes for a 
blessed Christmas Season and a Happy New Year. 

Sincerely for Christ and His prleets, 

~~ ~,4/ 
<Very~~> Llam J. Hoare, s.P., M.A., C.A.C. 
Director of Foundation Hous 

·-' 
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Most Reverend Roger Mahony. D.D. 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, California 90015 

Dear Archbishop Mahony: 

P.AMCLETE 

Here is the final report on Reverend Michael Wempe who is currently in the 
program at Foundation House. 

REDACTED 

Mike had been the focus last week during my absence, and we also spent a good 
deal of time hearing from him again today. He said that he had had a real 
breakthrough in terms of how he viewed himself and his sexual behavior with 
minors and now feels evidently that he is able to take responsibility and 
recognize the potential for harm in his behavior. He certainly had never felt 
that as much of a possibility before. REDA~TED 
REDACTED 

. <:.•. ·:::· 

~· ... ·.··.·.•·.··.•.· .•.. · .. ::·:··:···.·.·.·.:: 
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RCALA 011427 

Reverend Michael Wempe (2) 

REDACTED 

CCI 003373 



Reverend Michael Wempe (3) 

REDACTED 

My agenda for today was to present him with the necessity to give the diocese 
the opportunity to aSk any questions about specifics in terms of his sexual 
involvements that they have the need to ask. I proposed to him that I call the 
personnel director to let him know that he will have the opportunity to ask any 
questions that he may have. to let him know that even though there has been no 
mention nor threat. no indication whatsoever of a lawsuit that there are some 
potential lawsuits out there so that they can be prepared to ask whatever 
questions they choose to ask or choose not to ask. Mike was agreeable to this. 
It was clearly not his first choice but he was willing to go along with. which 
I see as a real step for Mike and considerably more flexibility than he has 
displayed thus far. The plan then is to contact the diocese and offer them 
this opportunity when they come out here for the meeting. 

REDACTED 
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December 3. 1987 

r. -~G:- 0 ~ . am giving my permission for this final 
report to be sent. I have read it, except for the recommendations Fr.REDACTED 

REDACTED has added after my departure from the Foundation House program. and I 
approve of its being mailed. 

RCALA 011429 

~tJa-f:?W ~-
REDACTED 

DATE SIGNED 

This iilfannltlaft. - bien dlsclosld to ,.~~·' ~)T .: 

fronl t1ICGrds whose confidentillitY is ~;,;.: 
"' Federll ~.~w . .Fedenl Reaulation t42 CFIL~ . ·e: 
Part 2) _prohillils,.,. fnlm mallltt ... furtlllr:;j~ 
disclosure of it Without the specific w..m..c·. ..;;i 
consent of the person ta whom it pertains. ore~:., 
as othenrise permitted by such replationa. A ;~ 
..,.... authorization for the relelsa of ' 
medicll• other infonnltion il NOT aufftdent·· 
.. thil purpos& 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
Santa Barbara Pastoral Region 

3240 Calle Pinon 
Sanu Barbara. California 93105 

105·682·0442 
REDACTED 

February 8, 1988 

Dear Tom, 

As per your request that I put in writing the revelations made to me 
recently about FR. MIKE WEMPE, I am jotting down these notes. 

Last week, two young men, REDAcTED and REDACTED had dinner with me at 
their requf~JcT~nd revealed their facts and feelings. Both men are in their 
twenty's, is REDACTED and REDACTED is looking forward to being so. They 
seem to have "weathered the storm" of their experience with Mike fairly 
well. 

They indicated that when they were in their teenage years, young teens, 
Mike had several times molested them in his camper while on outing with 
them. REDACTED finally confronted Mike with this, even kicked him out of the 
bed once, which Mike had persuaded him to sleep in for lack of bed space, 
and finally totally broke off anv communication with Mike. RmAcn:o also spoke 
Of his 1 

REDACTED 
experiences, simi ar to 

RED.e.C1ED 

I know the family well. was in the seminary at OLQA during my tenure 
there and we are very good friends. Their veracity is very strong in my 
view. 

REDACTED 

I have enclosed a letter I received yesterday from g~v~ng more of 
his feelings, since during our dinner-talkREDACTEDdid most of the talking. 

RCALA 011432 

I ask you to keep this confidential to the extent that you can. I was unaware 
of this matter until recently, though there were occasional "rumors" of 
something like this. 

Sint"~>r<>1v vn11r<: in r.hric:r_ 

REDACTED 
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February 8, 1988 

REDACTED 
Dear 

ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
Santa 'Barbara Pastoral Regipn 

3240 Calle,Pinon 
Santa Barbara; California 931.(15 

aos-&s2-oflqz ··· 
REDACTED 

As per your request that I put in writing the revelations made to me 
recently about FR. MIKE WE~E, I am jotting down these notes. 

Last week, two young men, >REDACTED had dinner with m·e at 
their request and revealed their facts and feelings. Both men are in their 
twenty 1 s, REDACTED is REDACTED, and 'EDACTED is looking forward to being so. They 
seem to have "weathered the storm" of their experience with Mike fairly 
well. 

They indicated that when they were in their teenage years, young teens, 
Mike had several times molested them in his camper while on outing with 
them.REDACTED finally confronted Mike with this, even kicked him out of the 
b~d once, which Mike had persuaded him to sleep in for lack of bed space, 
and finally totally broke off anv communication with Mike. REDAcTED also spoke 
of his experiences,· similar to REDACTED 

I know the family well. '"""" was in the seminary at OLQA during my tenure 
there and we are very good friends. Their veracity is very strong in my 
view. 

REDACTED 

I have enclosed a letter I received yesterday from , g1v1ng more of 
.. his feelings, since .during our. dinner-talk REDACTED did most of the taiking. 

RCALA 011433 

I ask you to keep this confidential to the extent that you can. I was unaware 
of this matter until recently, though there were occasional "rumors11 of 
something like this. 

REDACTED 
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hen SEE me 
then RETURN to me 
then SEND me your COMMENTS 
then FILE 

( ) Please handle this matter entirely 
( ) Please answer• send copy of letter to me 
( ) Please write a reply for my signature 
( ) For your information 

) Please XEROX and send copy/copies to:. __________ _ 

) original to file 
}- ori gina 1 back to me 

REMARKS: -------------------------------------------------------

RCALA 011434 
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MEMORANDUM 

DATE: March 14, 1988 

FROM: Monsignor Curry 

TO: File 

RE: Michael Wempe 

REDACTED . - (REDACTED ) REDACTED 

Had spoken to REDACTED. He was in the Junior 
Seminary about REDACTED years ago and was abused by 
Mike Wempe. who was a family friend. His mother was 
the only one who knew about it and was and has been 
terribly upset about it. I told him the Archdiocese 
would pay for counseling, and he and his mother may go. 

He asked me if I would have any objection to his 
confronting Mike Wempe, and I said no. He did not 
want me to talk to him in advance. 

I explained that he had been through major treatment, 
and that he had responded well. Also, I explained he 
was in a controlled situation whereby he would not be 
in ministry to minors. 

RCALA 011435 
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MEMORANDUM 

DATE: April 26, 1988 

FROM: Monsignor curry 

TO: Archbishop Mahony 

RE: Meeting with REDACTED A.CTED 

I had a long and very productive meeting with REDACTED yesterday. He 
meets on a monthly basis with six of our priests who have been in therapy 
at Jemez Springs. He appears to be getting along very well with them, 
and I have heard good reports from them about him. The following are 
some short comments on each of the priests: 

Mike Wempe: Mike is making good progress, but he very much needs this 
./therapy. He is most aware of his problems, but his difficulty is find­
V ing the emotional resources to control them. Of all the priests, Mike 

is the one Dr. REDACTEDwould see as being in most danger of getting in 
trouble again. 
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P,AP.ACLETE 

Jemez Springs. New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586 

June 30. 1988 

THE MOST REVEREND ROGER MAHONY. D.D. 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
1531 West Ninth Street 
LOS ANGELESt CA 90015 

Your Excellency, 

The Director of Foundation House. The Very Reverend Llam J. 
Hoare, s.P., in his capacity as Servant General of the Servants of 
the Paraclete, is presently conducting Visitation of the English 
Houses of the Community. On his behalf. I would like to express 
our gratitude for allowing FATHER MICHAEL WEMPE to take part in 
the AFTERCARE/FOLLOW-UP PROGRAM. 

Enclosed you will find a copy of the Reports of each of the 
Therapists. I feel that they are rather self-evident and speak to 
the issues in question. Fr. Llam met with each man personally and 
will be available for any further inquiries as of July 11th. 

Once more, we ask you to PLEASE DESTROY THESE PAGES AND ANY 
OTHER MATERIAL YOU HAVE RECEIVED FROM US. This is stated for your 
own and our legal protection. 

Again, our thanks for your interest and consideration. and. 
for allowing us a part in the recovery process. The men tn 
attendance expressed their satlfaction, and we feel that the 
renewed contact with fellow members is a needed source of 
evaluatlQil and encouragement. Wishing you all the best for the 
summer, ~tth kind and prayerful regards. I remain 

Sincerely· for Christ and His priests, 

~. C2 ~cdfi~,- J,o,~· 
<Rev.> Neil R. Saller, T.O.R., J.U.L. 
Director of Villa Louis Martin 
Acting-Director of Foundation House 
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REDACTED 

Kt:.UAC I t:.U _ He'S very caught Up in the 
work at the oospital, derives enjoynent and self-satisfaction fran that 
experience and feels like he really is beginning to settle in. we talked sane 
about the possibility of a C.P.E. program. I can see sane real advantages to 
his taking a C.P.E. program to give him a little rore security in what he is 
doing and a little rore knadedge for implenenting sane of the things that he 
would like to take care of there. If this is sanething that he decides that he 
wants to do, it would certainly be rey recannendation that he provided with that 
opportunity. Mike continues to do very well, has a good support system, is 
seeing lots of people, developing friendships, and taking care of his needs 
through these intercctions with adUlts. I am most optimistic about the 
prospects for Mike. 

REDACTED 
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RELEASE 0C CONFIL'ENI'IAL INFOmATION 

To: The Professional Staffs of: Foundation House 
Servants of the Paraclete 
Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 
(505} 829-3586 

I hereby authorize you to provide: 

with a canplete report of IT¥ Follow-up Workshop Week spent with the 
Serva11ts of the Paraclete. The recipients of this material are also duly 
notified that once these doct.nnents have been read, THEY ARE TO BE DEsrROYED OR 
RE'IURNED TO FR. UAM HOARE, s.P., WHO h"'ILL SEE TO THEIR DISIDSAL. This policy 
is mandated by present legal advisement and for the protection of the 
Ind..i.viduaJ., Bishop/SUperior,._Dioceses/Camrunity, and our own Program. 

REDACTED 

(Date) 
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Michael Wempe December 27, 1988 

Mike came to see me today. I told him that REDACTED had been in touch 
with me and that he had received counseling. I also told Mike the 
Archdiocese would send him the bill for the counseling. He was concerned 
about possible legal action, and I told him there were no indications that 
would happen. 

I brought up his drinking--that it seemed strange in view of his health 
problems and that given the other circumstances of his life, drinking could 
be a grave problem. Asked him to go see REDACTED and he agreed to do 
so. 

He asked about the possibility of his going back to a parish. I asked him 
what the young men we discussed would do about that, and he was not aware 
they would be a problem. I explained that he would have to build up a 
track record before the question could even be considered.REDACTED 

REDACTED 

RCALA 011440 

Mike Wempe: Mike will be considerably more diffic~lt to place. His 
progress appears much more modest than RED)I.~TE~. ·May I call your 
attention to Dr. REDACTED comments beginning on page ten of the 
attached report. I will be most interested in the Program's 
assessment of him. Given his past, I don't think we can assign him 
to parish ministry, and there are no clear alternative options at the 
moment. 

The recent personnel changes do not appear to have disrupted the 
program there. However, their aftercare program seems to me to be in 
disarray. 
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Michael Wempe December 30, 1988 

Spoke to Dr. REDACTED today. Mike is working very hard, but 
his progress is relatively show. Dr.REDACT~D works towards a change in the 
structure of one's life. Mike's problems are very deep rooted and so his 
progress is slow. His style is primitive, and he was stunted in the early 
sta2:es of 2:rowth. He is not out of danger, REDACTED 

REDACTED They have an agreement that he will 
limit his drinking to two drinks a day, and Mike seems to be keeping to 
that agreement. He is working very hard and doing better in the group. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
1531 WEST NINTH STREET 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90015-1194 

(213) 251-3200 

OFFICE OF VICAR FOR CLERGY 
(213) 251-3284 

January 6, 1989 

Rev. Michael Wempe 
St. Ambrose Church 
1281 Fairfax Ave 
Los Angeles, CA 90046 

Dear Mike: 

Many thanks for coming to see me last week. In the 
course of our conversation, I mentioned that REDACTED 
had called me earlier in the year about a problem he had 
with you some time ago. I suggested he go to therapy 
and gave him the name of a therapist. Subsequently, the 
Archdiocese received and paid the enclosed bills. 

In matters of sexual misconduct or other problems involving 
clergy, the Archdiocese is firm in maintaining that it is 
the responsibility of the priest involved to assist the 
injured party. Therefore, in instances such as this, 
we ask that the priest be responsible for the cost of the 
therapy. For this reason I am forwarding the enclosed 
bills to you and asking that you reimburse the Archdiocese 
in the amount of $490. 

The last bill was for Ju11e 28, 1988 so I assume therapy 
is not continuing. If there are further requests for 
assistance, I will be sure to contact you about them. 

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. and 
please do not hesitate to contact me if you have need 
for further information. 

Sincerely your~ in Christ, 

(Rev. Msgr.) Thomas J. Curry 
Vicar for Clergy 

mk 

Enclosure 

cc: Archbishop Mahohy 1867 
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£AiNC AMBROSE dJURCh 
1281 North Fairfax Avenue • Hollywood, Callfornl• 90046 

Fr . REDACTED 

REDACTED 

Dear REDACTED 

18 January 1989 

Last night Fr. Mike Wempe came in to discuss 
with me a comment I had rnade to Msgr, Tom Curry about 
him. In our recent telephone conversation I had given 
you permission to quote me to Hike on that cormnent. 

I am very upset that Hike was given the im­
pression that comments I made were in the form of a 
letter, rather than in casual conversaton with Tom. It 
is exactly this kind of miscommunication and careless­
ness which can ruin the relationship and trust between 
priests - especially between those who live in the same 
house. 

I must say that it has only been Mike's maturity 
and willingness to discuss the situation which has saved 
me much heartache and anxiety. 

I thought you should know. 

Sincerelv Yours. 
REDACTED 

cc Fr. Mike ~-Tempe 
Msgr. Tom Curry 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF lOS ANGELES 
1531 WEST NINTH STREET 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORN lA 900 I 5-1194 

(213l 25 I -3200 

OFFICE OF VICAR FOR CLERGY 
REDACTED 

February 17, 1989 

Rev. Michael Wempe 
St. Ambrose Church 
1281 Fairfax Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90046 

Dear Mike: 

Many thanks for our meeting on Wednesday last, and for the 
very frank and candid exchange there .. 

As I stated, your good health is of paramount importance both 
to you and to the Archdiocese. This situation arose out of a 
concern with your drinking, and again I want to reiterate how 
potentially dangerous the consumption of alcohol is for you, 
and that a degree of consumption that for another person might 
pass unnoticed can have grave consequences for you. 

I do not wish you to feel spied upon, but we all do have to 
continue to monitor your appointment. In this, Father REDACTED 

REDACTED as pastor of the parish, is in a somewhat unusual 
position, and I did not want him to be unduly pressured. Let 
me hasten to add that I understood REDACTEDto say he did not feel 
any such pressure. 

As we proceed, I hope we can continue to focus on the positive, 
that you are performing-a valuable and productive ministry. 

Please be assured of my continued support and eagerness to 
assist you. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

(Rev. Msgr.) Thomas J. Curry 
Vicar for Clergy 

cc:REDACTED 

Archbishop Roger Mahony~ 
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MEMORANDUM 

DATE: February 17, 1989 

FROM: Monsignor Curry 

TO: Archbishop Mahony 

RE: Mike Wempe 

REDACTED Mike, and I met last Wednesday in 
response to the attached letter from REDACTED Earlier, 

REDACTED had mentioned to me a concern about Mike's drinking, and 
I had asked REDAC"!:_EDto follow up on it. 

My concern, which I made clear to all, was that the central 
issue had to be the issue of drinking, and not how Mike's 
rights were violated or whether REDACTED had spoken or 
written a letter to me. 

Iri my conversations with REDACTED _- about the priests who 
see him, he seems least sure of Mike, in that Mike has a 
great way to go in understanding responsibility, gaining 
true maturity, etc., and does need to be monitored. 

~~-;1;~~ 
~~~ 

-t- f< m /IJ 

g.-/l- R? 

~.'- ,'· 

;~x 
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MEMORANDUM 

DATE: September 15, 1989 
CONfiDINTIAL 

FROM: Monsignor Thomas Curry 

TO: Archbishop Mahony 

RE: Progress Report from Dr.REDACTED 

Dr. REDACTED called me today to say that, because of the progress 
made by several members of the group of priests he was meeting 
with, they have agreed with him that the group meeting is no 
longer necessary, but he will continue to see them individually . 

Mike Wempe: Mike is doing very well and does not need to 
continue to see REDACTED except as he feels the need to do so. 
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Archdlot:ese of Los Angeles 

September 1, 1994 

Rev. Michael E. Wempe 
St. Ambrose Church 
1281 Fairfax Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90046-4433 

Dear Mike: 

Office of 
VIcar for Oergy 
(213) 251-3284 

1531 
West Ninth 
Street 

Los Angeles 
California 
90015-1194 

I must begin this letter with an apolol.!v. I have been remiss in not sending you information 
regarding your group therapy withREDACTED 

As I am sure you know by now, the Los Angeles Times published a notice early this summer 
regarding REDACTED involvement in a professional matter that resulted in a review of his 
conduct by an investigatory Board. At that time, I was not sure whether the matter involved 
a revocation of his license or a period of probation that would have restricted his practice of 
therapy. 

I am sorry for not having written promptly to tell you at least that much, so that you would 
understand that his relationship with you and with the Archdiocese was under review. 

Since then, our Legal Department has been studying the matter, and REDACTED himself made 
available to me just last week all the material from the Board of Review that dealt with a 
matter of misconduct with one of his patients a number of years ago. Having now read that 
material, I am prepared to meet with him soon to consider the advisability of his continuing 
in his previous relationship with you and other priests of the Archdiocese. 

I can tell you thatREDACTED has been most cooperative in disclosing the matter involved, and 
once I have talked ,it over with him I will be in touch with you for input before making a final 
decision. You can expect a letter or phone call from me within one month, so that we can 
resolve this matter, which has caused disruption to you, as well as confusion, ·I am sure, as 
regards your relations with him. 

With thanks for your patience, I remain 

Yours in Christ, 

(Rev. Msgr.) Timothy J. Dyer 
Vicar for Clergy 

Pastoral Regions: Our lddy of the Angels Siln Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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CLERGY DATABASE 

Last:Wempe Title:Rev. First: Michael Middle: E. 

color Green 
02/08/88 Excerpts from f3..E.Pl\_fi~D _ __ _ letter to REDACTED He had 
dinner with two young men REDACTED and REDACTED • They told R-EDACTED that 
P':i::'. had several times molested them in his camper while on outing- with them. REDA= 

was in the Jr. Seminary when he was abused by Fr. who was a family friend. He 
went to therapy with REDACTED Ol/18/88 He was appointed Chaplain at 
Mount Sinai Hospital. 09 /ll/9 6 -- CeLl p:n.one REDACTED In addition to the 
car which the hospital has assigned to him, Lie. No.REDACTED he also drives a 
truck (REDACTED and REDACTED car, REDACTED 
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FPb 15 02 11:40a MICHAEL ~. WEMPE REDACTED 

CEDARS· SINAI MEDICAL CENTER. 
ReV. l\llt 'H:\EL WUviPL lvl.A., S.T. H. 
C \OIOl.IC C!·L\Pl.:\l~ 

February 15, 2002 

REDACTED 
CBO 
CEDARS- SINAI MEDICAL CEN'l'BR 

Re:Retiretnent 

Dear Tom: 

14 years ago I arrived at Cedars- Sinai to begin a new pllase ~my priesty 1ife. I remember feelings cl. 
hclpe,joy, fear and a sens~ of unworthiness. All bm two of these feelin&' ~very quickly, they 
being fear and unworthiJ1esa. 1 feated I might not be capablo of touching the beam and especially the souls 
of my patients wbo 'WeM in such need, and knew that God could have chosen a number d priem better 
suited to the task at haru:l 

During my~ hero at tbe medical center I have found so tmJCh love. respect and support and began to 
wonder what life would be without the Medical Center. TQ(iay, I begin to find out. A. v.ilole series cL 
cirtumstaocea bring my about my resipatioo: 

> Them is a standing Archdiocesan Policy that all priests of tbe 5tatus of pastOr or its equivalent are 
bound by tmn limi1s. namely 6 years with a pouible 6 year mJeWai: I bad hoped that had passed 
my by after 14 year:&, but Cardinal Mahoney. tealizi12g tbe ctn!U ri daily ministration to the sick 
and my own personal health felt I bad given more than my best to the Medical Center. 

> I have been baYing a diftkult time COiliiOlliDg myREDACTED Peuonal, patient and in-boose stresse& 
are taking their toll 

> RE9ACTED hfal.th is also deteriorating and she is needing more and more d. my assistance Sbe 
is certainly not tnvalided, but is now on a caDC and having some trouble with daily activities.. 

Cardinal Mahony and I met Jast Wednesday to discuss theae iuuea and be felt that after 3S yan service to 
the Arcbdi.ocese in many capacities it migbt be best for me to tab miromcmt. I was stuuned. ~I 
immediately fell a sense d ~et Yes. I too believe it is time to say "I have fought the good fight, I have 
sun the good race."'! 

O:Mously I do thia with so much low: and thanks giving in my heart for O:dats • Sinai. May the Medical 
Center and I both be caotinually blect by God. 

~;;e:_tted 
Rev. MiCbait B. Wempe 

CC: REDACTEREDACTED 
REDACTED 

S700 BFvERLY Bot.•l . .l niH). R<~;'l 250~. Lns ,\~Hil:l r·). C \UI\11{'-1.1 'HI\~1:\-l~IJ5 

TEI.F.PliONl:: !.11lll •t23-:'550 • h:-..: \ \\0) ..1~.~-ljiJ-+; • t:.· ~ l.\11.: \\EI>ti'EI!'i'CSHS.ORli 
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REVEREND MICHAEL E. WEMPE 

Appointments 

St. Jllhn Chrysostom, Inglewood - Associate 05/14/66 
St. Andrew, Pasadena - Associate 03/25/69 
st. Rose of Lima, Simi Valley - Associate 09/02/69 
St. Jude, Westlake Village - Associate 06/11/73 
sacred Heart, Ventura - Associate 06/17/77 
Paraclete High School, Lancaster - Faculty 02/20/78 
St. Mary, Palmdale - Residence 02/20/78 
St. Sebastian, Santa Paula -Associate 07/09/84 
Sabbatical (Vatican II Institute) 09/86 - 12/86 
St. Sebastian, Santa Paula - Administrator Pro-Tem 02/01/87 
Sick Leave - 07/01/87 
st. Ambrose, Los Angeles - Residence 01/18/88 
Cedars-Sinai Hospital, Los Angeles - Chaplain 01/18/88 - 02/15/2002 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Los Angeles - Residence 10/15/98 
cathedral Chapel, Los Angeles - Residence 02/01/2002 
Retired, living privately 02/15/2002 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Cardinal Roger Mahony 

FROM: Monsignor Craig A. Cox 

RE: Request ofFather Wempe 

DATE: 2 March2002 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Father Wempe had oreviously agreed to do a wedding for some long time friends ofhis, currently 
scheduled on REDACTED at St. John Neumann Parish, Irvine. 

He asked if he could do this wedding. He believes that ifhe were not to do it after having 
previously agreed to do so, it would draw comment and attention and questions. 

Father Wempe stressed that he will not accept any similar invitations in the future. 

As to my recommendation, I lean towards saying "yes" with the proviso that, in the unlikely and 
lamentable event of any press coverage naming him prior to the wedding, he would agree to back 
out. 

My other concern is that fact that the site of the wedding is in the Diocese of Orange. Would we 
need to clear this with Bishop Brown first? I could call Monsignor Urell and explore the matter 
with him. Please advise. 

Thank you. 

RCAL.A: 011451 
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REDACTED 

March 7, 2002 

Cardinal Roger Michael Mahony 
Archdiocese OfLos Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Blvd 
Los Angeles, CA 9001 0 

Ref: Rev. Michael Wimpe 

Dear Cardinal Mahony, 

I read with interest the Los Angeles Times article about the priests recently removed due to 
sexual misconduct with minors. I wanted to make sure the church was aware that that Rev. 
Michael Wimpe sexually abused me, and most likely other young/teenage boys during his time 
spent at St. Judes Church in Westlake Village, and other parishes. Rev Wimpe molested me 
multiple times while he was located at St. Jude, another parish in Venture and while at the 
Catholic high school located in the Palmdale/Lancaster area. 

My abuse happened while I was 14 to 16 years old (roughly 1976 to 1978). It would happen 
during weekend trips to the mountains where he had arranged to use for a weekend, a cabin, and 
in a vacation trailer. The abuse consisted of: fondling of genitals, oral sex, masturbation, and 
other sexual acts. 

I have been in therapy for almost 10 years now, to deal with this and the problems resulting from 
his abuse and the environment at home, which enable him to be so successful. I should have 
written this letter many years ago to alert the church, and perhaps make more of a difference. 
The Sheriff's office of Los Angeles County has a report of this incident, since a therapist was 
required to report the crime. 

I would like to see the church work actively to address these types of complaints. I believe that 
priests who commit crimes should be held fully accountable including going to jail. In addition, 
it is vitally important that work needs to be done by the church to address "sexuality issues" of 
priests and nuns (and lay-people in the church), prior to these people being allowed to work with 
kids. 

You of course can throw this letter out and act as if nothing has happened. However, I would 
suspect I am not the first to come forward regarding this individua~ since the last I had heard, he 
was placed at Cedar Sinai Medical Center. Clearly, placing a priest at a Jewish hospital when 
you are short of them, is an admission of a problem being kept under-wraps. 
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REDACTED 

I am continuing my therapy to re-claim what was damaged by my relationship with Rev. Wimpe. 
As a survivor, I will not allow the past to ruin my future; I work daily to make my marriage of 
almost 9 years better, and to be the loving and caring father toRE?ACTED _ that 
they deserve. I have not been to a church in many years, only for funerals and weddings. I 
continue to struggle with the concept of teaching religious values to my children. I am a person 
with strong moral values and good ethics, which I try and demonstrate in my life, whether at 
home or at work. I currently believe that my children will best be served by not having a formal 
religious education until they are old enough to determine who they are as a person, and what 
religion brings to their life. 

This issue has caused a great deal of anxiety in my life, REDACTED , and 
continues to today. I am saddened when I read about the church's slow response in Boston. I 
hope that the statistics listed in the article are not representative of the general population of 
priest in the United States (100/o of the area priests have been accused of sexual or child abuse). 
However, I fear this is an under-reported statistic due to the stigma often associated with sexual 
abuse. Only people in your position have the power to make changes, to stop the denial and 
make healthy changes for the people you serve. 

I would like to ask of the church, what it intends to do to specifically address my abuse by Rev. 
Michael Wimpe. And what it intends to do to keep this from continuing in the future with other 
kids. 

Sincerelv. REDACTED 
REDACTED 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

Reverend Michael Wempe 
REDACTED 

Dear Mike: 

Office of 
VIcar for Clergy 
(213) 637-7284 

March 12, 2002 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2241 

I am glad I was able to chat with you briefly on the phone tonight. This letter is to put on paper 
the arrangements that have been made for your retirement. I hope that the release from the 
stresses of your ministry will e$ance the quality ofyour health, and also enable you to better 
care for your_mother in her old age. 

•,\i 

Enclosed is a check in the amount of $5,000 to assist you with transition expenses. 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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COPY 

Archdiocese of los Angeles 

REDACTED 

DearREDACTED 

Office of 
Vicar for Clergy 
(213) 637-7284 

March 27, 2002 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
Califomia 
9001(}-2241 

Cardinal Mahony has asked that I reply to your moving letter of March 7, 2002 that was post 
marked March 25. Thank you for writing. Let me first assure you that Father Michael Wempe is 
no longer in active ministry. 

Your therapist was right to report the incidents you described to the Los Angeles County 
Sheriffs Department. We are referring those who suffered abuse in the past to Detective Dale 

REDACTED 1 of the Los Angeles Police Department If you wish to make a report beyond that 
already submitted by your therapist, we encourage you to call DetectiveREDACTED 

REDACTED 

Like you, we want to take all steps to protect others, especially children, from misconduct by any 
Church minister. To strive to prevent sexual misconduct, we recently finished a series of training 
sessions for priests and have additional ones scheduled for other ministers. The personal, 
psychological and background screening efforts introduced into the seminary in the last decade 
are extensive. Also, please find enclosed a copy of a brochure that was developed by our 
advisory board over the last several years that we are distributing to our parishes and other 
institutions. 

If you were resident in the Los Angeles area, I would invite and encourage you to meet with two 
of our officials to tell your story so that we can obtain further information about your experiences 
with Father Wempe. Should you have occasion to be in Los Angeles in the near future, I would 
be happy to arrange this. If you will not be out here, yet wish to take advantage of an opportunity 
to tell your story to us more fully, I can also make arrangements though your local diocese to 
have them designate someone to meet with you. Please let me know if you wish to do this. 

You asked how we might specifically address the abuse you experienced. We do have provisions 
to assist with the therapy needed by any person mistreated by priests or other Church ministers. 
Should you wish to explore this possibility, please phone SisterREDACTED f orR ED ACTED 

REDACTED atREDACTED 
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Let me conclude by apologizing. No one, child or adult, should ever suffer victimization at the 
hands of a minister of the Church. While we cannot undo history, we can and are learning from 
it in order to make every effort to protect others in the future. 

Thank you again for writing. May God bless you. 

Sincerely yours, 

/
-'l /' v / 

I 0-./ \ _ __.tl;·--
r Craig A. Cox, J.C.D. 

r Clergy 

enclosure: Respecting the Boundaries 

cc:REDACTED 
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OFFICE OF THE VICAR FOR CLERGY 

REDACTED 
TO: 

FROM: 

RE: Reverend Michael Wempe 

DATE: March 29, 2002 

Father Michael Wempe will be retiring before age 65 due to medical reasons. 
REDACTED 

Thank you for taking note of this information. 

1844 

CCI 003412 



TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

DATE: 

MEMORANDUM 
OFFICE OF THE VICAR FOR CLERGY 

/ 
REDACTED 

Father Michael Wempe 

March 29, 2002 

On February 15,2002, Father Michael Wempe was granted early retirement due to 
medical reasons. He is sixty-two years old. He was born on REDACTED REDACTED 

REDACTED 

RCALA 011459 
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REDACTED 

3 April2002 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 
Archdiocesan Catholic Center 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90010-2241 

RE: NOTICE OF LEGAL INTEREST IN FILES RE MICHAEL WEMPB 

Dear REDACTED 

This letter will inform you that I have been retained to represent the above­
named individual in all respects concerning an investigation of misconduct 
alleged to have occurred while he was a Priest within the Los Angeles 
Archdiocese. 

It is possible during the course of any such investigation that government 
agencies, attorneys, or other people will request access to any copies of files 
that may be in the possession, custody, or control of the Archdiocese 
respecting my client, his personnel records, or any record of any discipline, 
investigation, or proceeding the Archdiocese conducted relative to my client. 

My client has important legal interests in any such flles, derived from his 
various Constitutional rights. PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT HE OBJECTS TO 
THE RELEASE OF ANY INFORMATION THAT CONCERNS HIM OR ANY 
INVESTIGATION ABOUT HIM. So that his legal rights may be protected, 
please give me prompt notice of any request for such records, whether the 
request is informal, written or oral, or in the nature of a subpoena, discovery, 
or any other legal process. I will then be able to take appropriate legal action to 
enforce my client's many legal rights. Thank you for your assistance in this 
regard. 

Very truly yours, 

REDACTED 

. . . 
'• I ~ 
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RFnAc:n=n 
REDACTED 

April 4, 2002 

Rev. Monsignor Craig A. Cox 
The Rcm2.11 Catholic Archdiocese of Los A11geles 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90010-2241 

Dear Monsignor Cox: 

REDACTED 

Sincerely, 
REDACTED 

Enclosure 

4/4/02g,\sh\.,._vp\1ottm\gal_wompe_m"•'-tu.doc8700 Beverly Blvd. • Los Angeles, CA 90048 

RCALA 011461 
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Mahony 
Regrets 
Transfer 
of Priest 
By BEIHSHUSfER 
and RICHARD WINTON 
TIMES STAff WRITERS 

Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 
said Friday he erred when he 
transferred a priest accused of 
molesting children to Cedars­
Sinai Medical Center about 14 
years ago without telling hos­
pital officials about the allega­
tions. 

In bis first public comments 
on a sex abuse case involving 
the Los Angeles Archdiocese, 
Mahony said he never should 
have assigned Father Michael 
Wempe to Cedars-Sinai with­
out informing hospital officials 
that he had removed Wempe 
from his parish and ordered 
him to a New Mexico treat­
ment facility for evaluation 
and counseling. 

After the treatment, Ma­
hony said, he was told Wempe 

·could be trusted to work as a 
priest if he were in a super­
vised job without access to 
children. Mahony said he was 
told Wempe could serve in a 
prison or a hospital. 

When he assigned Wempe 
to Cedars-Sinai, Mahony said, 
he did not know it had a pedi­
atric unit. 

"I think that was a mistake 
on our part then to not simply 
tell them of his background," 
Mahony told The Times. 
"That should have been done. 
I take responsibility for that." 

In retrospect, Mahony said, 
he should have forced Wempe 
to immediately resign after 
hearing of the abuse allega­
tions. "Fourteen years [later] 
is so different," said Mahony, 
who has headed the L.A. 
Arclidiocese since 1985. "If 
that had been today, he would 

Please see MAHONY, A19 

RELATED STORY 

Law won't quit: In a letter to 
priests, the cardinal makes it 
clear he'll stay on the job. A14 
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··MAHONY: Cardinal Now 
Regrets Transfer of Priest 
Con.tinued from A1 
have been out of the priesthood." 

Mahony said he did not report 
Wempe's abuse allegations to po~ 
lice at the time. He assigned 
Wempe to Cedars~Sinai, where he 
worked from 1988 until last ,month, 
when Mahony forced him to retir.e 
under his recent "zero tolerance" 
policy against maintaining abusers 
in the church. 

Mahony said he recently gave 
Wempe's name to the Los Ang~es 
Police Department to reviewpast 
allegations against him. 

Wempe, 62, could not be reached 
for comment Friday. He had been 
living at a church parish attached 
to a school south of Hancock Park, 
according to a pansh directory and 
interviews, but has since moved to 
Seal Beach. 

Cedars;Sinai officials said they 
learned Friday about past allega~ 
tions against ,Wempe. Grace 
Cheng, spokeswoman for Cedars­
Sinai, said officials .contacted the 
archdiocese earlier thi~ week after 
inquiries from The Times. Repre­
sentatives of the archdiocese met 
Friday with top officials of Cedars­
Sinai. 

"There were absolutely no com­
plaints or claims or any issues of 
impropriety or misconduct" while 
Wempe was at the hospital, Cheng 
said. 

Hospital officials described 
Wempe as well-liked. Mahony said 
he attended a ·luncheon in the 
chaplain's honor a couple of years 
ago. A retirement party scheduled 
for this month was canceled at 
Wempe's request, officials said. 

"To the best of our knowledge 
. . . this particular priest was func­
tioning very well and effectively," 
Mahony said. "As far as we know; 
there was ne-ver a hint" of any im­
propriety at the hospital. 

On Wednesday, two brothers, 
now. grown, filed a lawsuit in 
Orange County Superior Court aJ. 
leging they had been sexually 
abused by Wempe from about 1976 
to 1985. The suit also names the. 
archdiocese, alleging that senior 
priests knew-or should have 
known-of Wempe's misconduct 
but failed to intervene. 

Brothers Say Transfers 
Didn't Stop the Abuse 

In an interview Friday with their 
attorney present, Mark and L~e 
Bashforth, who asked that thfi!Jr 
names be published, said the ab':lse 
began in a Ventura County pansh 
·and continued as Wempe was 
transferred to other·area churches. 
Both men said they only recently 
remembered the abuse. 

"I was 8 or 9 years old and I am 
staying in the rectory in his room 
overnight, where there is only one 
bed," said Lee Bashforth, 32. 

Archdiocese officials had not 
seen the lawsuit and would not 
comment Fi;day. · 

Mahony said he believed a thera~ 
pist Wempe saw in 1987 reported 
the case to authorities, but the car­
dinal was not certain. A source with 
knowledge of the case said allega­
tions at>out Wempe were reported 
to the archdiocese in 1987 or 1988. 

The Los Angeles Archdiocese is 
among a number of Roman ,Catho­
lic ministries enmeshed m the 
widening sex abuse scandal. Re­
cent and decades-old accusations of 
abuse by priests _and others affili­
ated.with the church began draw-

Father Michael Wempe, seen in 
1966 photo, was ordered to a 
treatment' center in the 1980s. [ 

ing national attention after highly­
publicized cases in Boston earlier . 
this year. 1 

memory, the mind does not let you\ 
recall these things," Mark Bash-: 
forth said. "[Wempe] gave a bless-~ 
ing in Lee's wedding ceremony. He, 
did that knowing what he had done: 
to my brother. How could he carry) 
on this charade?" : 

R. Richard Farnell, a Newport: 
Beach attorney representing the 
brothers, said Wempe had a his­
tory of abuse that was ignored by. 
the archdiocese. . 

''The church concealed tlJe truth·, 
about this priest for decades, mov-; 
ing him from parish to parish, with·! 
out any thought for the childrl!n,"; 
Farnell said. ''There are going to be• 
other victims out there. A pedo-! 
phile does not just do this once." . I 
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The Times reported in March 
that six to 12 priests had been dis­
missed by Mahony in February for 
past sexual abuse of minors. Ma­
hony, under growing pressure to 
reveal details about the cases, 
would say only that "a few" priests, 
almost all of them retired, were in­
volved.· 

On Friday, Mahony continued to 
refuse to name priests accused of 
sexual abuse, repeating earlier 
statements that he has been asked 
by two victims not to divulge the 
priests' .names. 

For the first time, however, Ma­
hony clarified the number of 
known sex abuse cases. He said. 

·seven cases allegedly occurred be- . 
fore 1997, four in the last five years 
and another four were connected to 
priests who have since left the min­
istry and cannot be found. There 
were also a smaller group of alleg­
edly abusive priests who are now 
dead, Mahony said. 

In a 90-minute interview, con­
ducted Friday afternoon in the resi­
dence receiving room of the new 
downtoWn cathedral, Mahony said 
the cases "gnaw" at him. He said 
he has trouble sleeping when he 
thinks about the victims. 

"I keep reaffirming my own 
pledge to do everything in my 
power to make sure no one is 
harmed by the church;" Mahony 
said. "That's what keeps me up at· 
night: real sadness, sorrow, devas­
tation." 

I Priest Was Trusted 
Friend of the Family 

Mark Bashforth said that 
Wempe, who was a trusted family 
friehd, began molesting him when 

·he was 12. Then Wempe turned his 
attentions to Lee, who was 8, the 
brothers claim. They allege they 
were molested on overnight trips 
and during other activities. 

Lee Bashforth saM he recalled the 
abuse, which he had suppressed 
from his memory, about a month 
ago, watching coverage of the grow­
ing sex scandal. He said he had al­
lowed Wempe to help officiate at his 
wedding ceremol}y last year. 

"Do you think I'd let him any­
where near my wedding, if I had re­
membered?" Lee said. 

After recalling '.the abuse, Lee 
Bashforth said, he called Mark, 39, 
and they began to sob together on 
the telephone. 

"Because it such a traumatic 

RCALA 011464 
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Statement for Weekend Masses at StMary, Palmdale 
April20-2l, 2002 

Regarding REDACTED and Father Michael Wempe 

As you may have learned from recent press reports, there have been allegations of past 
inappropriate behavior with minors on the part of Father Michael Wempe and REDACTED 

REDACTED News of the abuse of our young people and the betrayal of the role of a priest is 
always very distressing. 

REDACTED 

Father Wempe was also removed from priestly ministry. He served on the faculty of 
Paraclete High School and was in residence here at St. Mary's from 1978 until 1984. 

If any parishioners have information to report that might assist in any police 
investigation, please contact [please insert the name and location of the police/sheriff 
department that serves your community]. We encourage you to do so. 

In light of the need to protect our children, I wish to make you aware of the steps the 
Archdiocese is taking to provide help in this difficult situation. First, I invite any other 
person who might have been mistreated by Father Michael Wempe or by REDACTED 

to inform me or to inform the Assistance Ministry Office of the Archdiocese as soon as 
possible. This will enable us to extend appropriate pastoral care to anyone harmed by 
them and also report that misconduct to the appropriate authorities. Next week at the 
conclusion of Mass, we will distribute copies of the brochure, Respecting the Boundaries: 
Keeping Ministerial Relationships Healthy and Holy. This brochure contains important 
information about sexual misconduct, and includes the telephone of the Assistance 
Ministry Office. 

Additionally, we are making information available through the parish offices (rectory, 
school and religious education program) on child abuse prevention, counseling agencies 
and other community resources. 

Our faith teaches that children are precious in God's eyes. Let's work together to make 
our homes, parishes and schools safe-havens for all our children. 
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Declaraci6n para las Misas del Fin de Semana en Santa Maria, Palmdale 
20-21 de abril 2002 

Acerca de REDACTED y Padre Michael Wempe 

Quizas ya saben por los reportes de los medias de comunicaci6n que se han hecho 
alegaciones de conducta inapropiada en el pasado de parte de Padre Michael Wempe y 

REDACTED Las noticias del abuso de nuestros jovenes y la traici6n del papel del 
sacerdote siempre nos angustian. 

REDACTED 

El Padre Wempe tambien fue removido del ministerio sacerdotal. El sirvi6 en la facultad 
de la escuela secundaria Paraclete y estuvo en residencia aqui en Santa Maria desde el 
1978 basta el1984. 

Si alglin parroquiano tiene informacion que qui era reportar y que pueda servir a las 
policias en alguna investigacion, por favor comuniquese con [please insert thename and 
location of the police/sheriff department that serves your community.] Les invitamos que 
lo hagan. 

Con el prop6sito de cuidar a nuestros nifios quiero hacerles saber los pasos que esta 
tomando la Arquidi6cesis para ayudar en esta muy dificil situaci6n. Primero, si alguna 
persona fue maltratada por el Padre Michael Wempe oREDACTED le invito a esa 
persona que me informe al respecto o le informe a la Oficina de Ministerio de Asistencia 
lo antes posible. Esto nos facilitara extenderles Ia ayuda pastoral mas apropiada a 
cualquier persona que haya sido daiiada por ellos, y mas, nos ayudara reportar Ia mala 
conducta a las autoridades apropiadas. En Ia proxima semana les repartiremos despues de 
las Misas el folleto titulado Respetar los Limites! Mantener las Relaciones Ministeriales 
Sanas y Santa. Este folleto contiene importante informacion sobre el tema de abuso 
sexual, mas incluye el numero telef6nico della Oficina del Ministerio de Asistencia. 

Ademas les haremos disponibles a todos ustedes informacion a traves de las oficinas de la 
parroquia (rectoria, escuelas, y programas de catequesis) programas de prevenci6n de 
abuso de menores, agencias de consejeria, y otros recursos comunitarios. 

Nuestra fe nos ensefia que nuestros hijos son preciosos en los ojos de Dios. Trabajemos 
todos juntos para ser de nuestros hogares, parroquias y escuelas refugios seguros para 
todos nuestros nifios. 

REDACTED 
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;.:SPECTED CHILD AB~SE REPORT 

'··· 

A. Case Identification 
To be completerl hv lnvP.stiaatina CPA // 

/ . To be Completed by Reporting Party 

B. Victim I NAME/TITLE .· REDACTED 

~·' . (} 

[:REDACTED 

I PHONE I DATE OF REPORT 

R EDACTED /f- ::2/..:- tJ' ;:2_.., 

. REDACTED / /, ' . .? ....,, .J."" 
Vict1m Name: • M/" ·"'Tuc.. 

Report No./Case Name: --'------L/_ 
Date of Report: 

/1 /'' 

BIRTHDATE SEX RACE 

1\ 

)(REDACTED 

~c=.c~a=ll~~~~---- ---~~~-----~~~~=-------------------~ 
OFFICIAL CONTACTECREDAC,_T ___ E ... D PHON.E / DATE!TIME 

REDACTED . REDACTED V 
-~-f!..-0-;:-.v-,-; h'#-;L..'?li)r----

D. Other Parties /v 
I NAME (lAST. ARST. MIDDLE) I ADDRESS 

·[REDACTED 

I NAME OF CHURCH OR SCHOOL 

I ADDRESS~TTIME OF INCIDENT 

DATE/TIME OF INCIDENT PLACE OF INCIDENT {Check One) . Occurred 

_REDACTED 

······· NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION: 

F. Perpetrator Information 

Signed _______________________ _ 

J 
J 
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SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE ·REPORT 

To be Completed by Reporting ·party 

a. Victim 

I~ .. :; .. REDACTED 

EREDACTED 

I PHONE . ·- DATE OF REPORT 
EDACTED 

1'- :21-" ::1_, ' 

C. Call REDACTED 
. I OFFICIAL CONTACTFD 
REDACTED 

. -.,. /iV ~.;! 
D. Other Parties /v 

PHONE; 

REDACTED 

.·ADDRESS 

7' 

[REoAcfEo 
.,,..... 

r N~t: ut" IJMUI'(I;;M tl~ l:t'I,;HWI.. 

I AOORESSAHIME OF INCIDENT 

DATEITlME OF INC!DENT PlACE OF INCIDENT 

-REDACTED 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION: 

F •. Perpetr.\tor Information 

· ~IRTHOAT.E 

DAiEJTIME 

(Check OfMl) 

Signed ________________ _ 

RCALA 011468 
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: I 
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REDACTED 

28 June2002 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 

U.S. Mail and Fax 

/ 

RE: PRIVACY OF CLIENT'S FILES I ASSERTION OF PRIVILEGES· 
MY CLIENT: FATHER MICHAEL WEMPE 

Dear REDACTED 

I am informed that, in your position as outside couns_el for the Roman Catholic Archbishop 
of Los Angeles, you are in the process of reviewing the personnel files, including the so­
called "C-files," pertaining to my above-named client. I am further informed that may 
disclose certain information found within my client's files to the Los Angeles Times, and 
possibly other media entities. 

On my client's behalf, I vehemently object to such disclosure and demand that you take all 
steps necessary to prevent such an action. My client has a Constitutional Right of Privacy 
that clearly applies to every piece of information in his files. Much of the information is 
further protected by other specific privileges and statutes,· including, but not limited to, the 
Attorney-Client Privilege, Therapist-Patient Privilege, Civil Code 56.20, 42 USC 290 (dd) 
(2), and the Consumer Records Act. Some of those statutes provide for specific civil 
penalties against the person who violates them by making an unlawful disclosure. 

Virtually everything found within the sensitive "C-file" is protected by the Attorney-Client 
Privilege, which my client holds equally with the Archbishop under the rules of . 
Chadbourne v. Superior Court and Upjohn v. United States, decided by the California and 

... United States . .Supreme Courts. respectively. As an.attomey, you are obligatedJo.assert 
that privilege at everv peril to yourself, and owe that duty as much to my client as to your 
own. 

I do not pretend to know Canonical Law, but I have been informed by more than one 
canonical lawyer that canonical law also protects the contents of these files, and a breach 
of those canons would be a serious matter. 

Your threatened action would constitute a grave violation of my client's rights, for which 
you could incur actionable liability. 

254812 

RCALA 011469 

CCI 003423 



l 
I 

In the light of the foregoing, I trust you will reconsider your proposed action(and 
respect the privacy, privileges, and rights of my client. He does not wish to feed the 
media frenzy with any information from his private files, and forbids you to do that. 

I would be happy to discuss the matter with you at your convenience. 

Very truly yours. 
REDACTED I 
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REDACTED 

7/112002 

Cardinal Roger Mahony 
Archbishop ofLos Angeles 
555 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Re: Compensation for Sexual Abuse by Father Michael Wempe 

Dear Cardinal Mahony: 

As we discussed in Dallas, I am formally requesting compensation from the Archdiocese ofLos 
Angeles for physical damages including, but not limited to emotional stress and depression from 
the sexual abuse. For the specifics of the actual events, I would refer you to the report of sexual 
abuse (of a minor child) filed with the Los Angeles Sheriff's Department, in late May. 

Since putting a dollar figure to these damages is difficult given the limited information available, 
I have created a list of the major damages (not comprehensive, but a start) and assigned them a 
dollar value, realizing that money does not heal, but that compensation is a real part of restitution 
in the sense of"making right" a past wrong. 

Damages related to the following issues 
Depression, Sleep disorder, Stress & Anxiety 
15 years of failed personal relationships 
Loss ofF aith and trust in God 
Division and mistrust within my family of origin 
Marital problems around personal and sexual intimacy 
Struggles with issues of self-worth 
Loss of innocence regarding sexual abuse 
Years of therapy related to my abuse 

Future Issues 
Depression, Sleep disorder, Stress & Anxiety 
Continued therapy 
Continued Medical treatment and the negative 
insurance related issues due to treatment 

-$500,000 
-$200,000 
-$200,000 
-$150,000 
-$200,000 
-$200,000 
-$400,000 
-$150,000 

- $100,000 
- $100,000 

- $100,000 

$2,300,000 
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REDACTED 

I believe this figure represents a trade-off for all involved, reducing the emotional and legal costs 
associated with such a settlement. This settlement would allow me the resources to offer my time 
to you on a larger scale to help with the actions to bring about changes in the Church and the 
parishioners that would end this kind of issue for the Church in the United States. I worked the 
numbers out from the components as listed and checked the bottom line with recently awarded 
court case (subtracting the attorney's fees) and it seems in line with current jury considerations 
for past abuse. 

I look forward to working with you to reach an arrangement that will be suitable to all and enable 
us to work closer on issues related to victims and changes in the Church. Please advise me as to 
the next steps in this process, as I would like this to move forward and not slow any participation 
I could have with the Church in dealing with sexual abuse by priests. 

Best Regards. 
REDACTED 
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IN THE COURT OF APPEAL OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

REDACTED 

. v. 

. SECOND APPELLATE DISTRICT 
DIVISION THREE 

et al., . 

Petitioners, 

) 
) No. B160315 
)" 
) (LASC No. 
) BH001298) 
) . 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA, FOR THE COUNTY OF 
LOS ANGELES, 

) 
) 
) 

Respondent, 
r 
') 

PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, ) 
) 

Real Party in Interest. ) · 

O:dginal proceedings 
from the Superior Court of Los Angeles Count)' 

The Honorable Dan Thomas Old, Judge 

MOTION FOR EARLY FINALITY 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

Deputy District Attorneys 
Appellate Division 
320 West -Temple Street, Suite 540 
Los Angeles, California 90012 
Telephone: (213) 974-5914 

RCALA 011473 

Attorney for Real Party in Interest 254786 

/~:: -~'"'"'r . "\ ·, ·, ... I -- -. --- ·-·- . . . . . 
DEC - !J 1002 

~ if.. 
rvurn,.,. v. · 
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DECLARATION OFREDACTED 

I, 'REDACTED declare: 

1. I, REDACTED declare that I am an attorney 
licensed to practice law in California, and I am employed by the ·office of 
the District Attorney of Los Angeles County. I am assigned to the .Sex 
Crimes Division of the District Attorney's office, and I am the Assistant 
Head Deputy of that Division. As the assistant head deputy, my duties 
include assisting in the day-to-day supervision of the deputies assigned to 
the Sex Crimes Division. · 

2. The Sex Crimes Division has asked the Los Angles County 
Grand. Jury to Conduct an·investigation into allegations of sexual abuse of 
children· which Petitioners are ·alleged to have committed while employed 
as priests by the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles. I, together 
with my head.deputyREDACTED am assisting in that investigation. 
In furtherance of the grand jury investigation, grand jury ·subpoenas were 
served on the Custodian. of Records for the Archdiocese of Los .Aligel~ 
_requiring production of some of Petitioner's employment records. The . 
records requested are those that relate to allegations of sexual abuse of· 
children. The Archdiocese turned- the records over to the superior court in 
compliance with the subpoena,· but the Petitioners moved to quash the 
subpoenas and made other objections to turning the records over to the 
grand jury. The superior court held a hearing on the ·Petitioners motions 

. to quash, and overruled those motions. The superior court also deferred 
ruling on some of Petitioners' con.t.entions with respect to privileges. The 
Petitioners have flied a petition with this court, -contending that the grand 
jury snbpoenas should have been quashed. This court has stayed all 
proceedings pending its review. Before this court had issued its stay, the 
superior court had begun a review of . the subpoenaed documents to 
determine· which were· relevant to the subpoenas, and t~ ··separate those ·that···· 
are potentially subject to privilege from those ¢at are not. When this court 
issued its· stay, the superior court suspended its review of the documents 
pending fmality of this court's decision. 

3. · After this court granted review, the People filed a criminal 
complaint charging petitioner, REDACTED , with 26 counts of child sexual 
abuse. · · 

3 
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4. On December 2, 2002, this court issued its decision 
denying the petition for writ of mandate,. however, until that decision 
becomes fmal, and the time for Supreme Court review has passed, ~rther 
proceedings in the superior court. with regard to review of the subpo mied 
documents and litigation of issues regarding privacy and privileges c nno.t 
go forward. 

5. I have reviewed the statute oflimitations applicable to each 1 

of Petitioner's cases (Pen. Code, § 803, subd. (g)), and have determined 
that the ~tatute of limitations with regard to. the allegations involvin~r 

h 1''1:"<• . • • A '} f 2003 Th·. 11 ' . REDACTED Mic ae · vv. exptre m pn o . e a egattons agamst 
were· not covered by Penal Code section ·so3, subdivision (g), ·and the 
statute of limitations had expired as to those allegations by the time the . 
allegations were reported to authorities. A grand ·jury investigation in 

REDACTED case was nevertheless underway to determine whether there are 
other offenses that may be charged .. 

6. In order that the statute of limitations not expire iJ:i the case . 
Michael W., it is vital that the superior court complete its review of the 
documents, all litigation with respect to those documents be completed, and 
the grand jury complete its investigation before April of next year. For 
these reasons, it is important that this court's decision be-fmal at the earliest 
possible date. In addition to the subpoenas issued in the Petitioners' cases, 
there have been 14 additional subpoenas issued for records of other priests,· 
former priests and employees of the Archdiocese .of Los Angles, and the 
superior court has ordered that any action on those cases be stayed pending 
the results in this case. The statute of limitations is running on 9 of ~os~ 
cases as well, and will expire in March, April and May of 2003. 

Executed December 6, 2002, at Los Angeles, California. 

REDACTED 

Deputy District Attorney 

RCALA 011475 
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REDACTED 

Have taken him off payroll. Both AB and I wrote to him recently. You 
may be hearing from him. 

REDACTED 

Wempe , Michael St. ~brose Church, Los Angeles 

Mike is in need of some kind·of supervision. Would be good to check 
with him and have him go see Dr. REDACTEDat least on a quarterly basis. 
Would be very reluctant to make him a pastor. 
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Message 

REDACTED 

From: REDACTED 

Sent: Thursday, June 19, 2003 9:43AM 

To: REDACTED 
Subject: Fr. REDACTED 

REDACTED 
;ailed for Msgr. Cox 

I called Msgr. Cox and passed the information along to him at 9:40am this morning. 

RCALA 011477 

) 
Page 1 of1 

Fr. Mike Wempe has been arrested and is in Twin Towers under a 2 million dollar bail. He faces what Fr. REDACTED 
said is 300 counts. Fr. Wempe's attorney is REDACTED .. His phone number is REDACTED . He works with 

REDACTED 

Msgr. Cox is going to call Fr. Wempe's attorney andthen try to contact 1REDACTED 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: All Members of the Presbyterate 

FROM: Monsignor Craig A. Cox 

RE: Arrest ofFather Michael Wempe 

DATE: 19 June 2003 

My brothers, 

It is my sad duty to report to you that Father Michael Wempe was arrested today on charges 
related to sexual misconduct with minors. 

I ask that you please keep everyone involved in your prayers. 
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IN THE MUNICIPAL COURT OF MALIBU JUDICIAL DISTRICT, 
COUNTY OF :r '""'S ANGELES, STATE OF CALIFC .,IA 

-NO. SA049132 c j PA'--"' NO. 1 
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CAL~FORNIA VS. CURRENT DATE 08/05/03 
DEFENDANT 01: MICHAEL WEMPE 

I 

DOB 11/01/39 OLN F0793210 CA VLN 
LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY EFFECTING ARREST: LASD - LOST HILLS STATION 

BAIL: APPEARANCE AMOUNT 
DATE OF BAIL 

CASE FILED ON 06/23/03. 

DATE 
POSTED 

RECEIPT OR SURETY COMPANY 
BOND NO. 

REGISTER 
NUMBEB. 

COMPLAINT FILED, DECLARED OR SWORN TO CHARGING DEFENDANT WITH HAVING 
COMMITTED, ON OR ABOUT 11/21/77 IN THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, THE FOLLOWING 
OFFENSE(S) OF: 

COUNT 01: 288 PC FEL -COMMIT LEWD ACTS*. 
COUNT 02: 288 PC FEL 
COUNT 03: 288 PC FEL 
COUNT 04: 288 PC FEL 
COUNT OS: 288 PC FEL 

COtrNT 06: 288 PC FEL 
COUNT 07: 288 PC FEL 
COUNT 08: 288 PC FEL 

- COMMIT LEWD ACTS*. 
- COMMIT LEWD ACTS*. 
-COMMIT LEWD ACTS*. 
- COMMIT LEWD ACTS*. 

- COMMIT LEWD A.CTS*. 
- COMMIT LEWD ACTS*. 
- COMMIT LEWD ACTS*. 

COUNT 09: 288 PC FEL - COMMIT LEWD ACTS*. 
COUNT 10: 288 PC FEL - COMMIT LEWD ACTS*. 
COUNT 11: 288(A) PC FEL - LEWD ACTS WITH CHILD UNDER 14. 
COUNT 12: 288(A) PC FEL -LEWD ACTS WITH CHILD UNDER 14. 
COUNT 13: 28B(A) PC FEL -LEWD ACTS WITH CHILD UNDER 14. 
COUNT 14: 288(A) PC FEL - LEWD ACTS WITH CHILD UNDER 14. 
COUNT 15: 2BB(A) PC FEL - LEWD ACTS WITH CHILD UNDER 14. 
COUNT 16: 28B(A) PC FEL -LEWD ACTS WITH CHILD UNDER 14. 
COUNT 17: 288(A) PC FEL - LEWD ACTS WITH CHILD UNDER 14. 
COUNT 18: 288(A) PC FEL ...: LEWD ACTS WITH CHILD UNDER 14. 
COUNT 19: 288(A) PC.FEL -LEWD ACTS WITH CHILD UNDER 14. 
COUNT 20: 288(A) PC FEL -LEWD ACTS WITH CHILD UNDER 14. 
COUNT 21: 288(A) PC FEL LEWD ACTS WITH CHILD UNDER 14. 
COUNT 22: 288(A) PC FEL LEWD ACTS WITH CHILD UNDER 14. 
COUNT 23: 288(A) PC FEL -LEWD ACTS WITH CHILD UNDER 14. 
COUNT 24: 288(A) PC FEL -LEWD ACTS WITH CHILD UNDER 14. 
COUNT 25: 288(A) PC FEL -LEWD ACTS WITH CHILD UNDER 14. 
COUNT 26: 288(A) PC FEL -LEWD ACTS WITH CHILD UNDER 14. 

COUNT 27: 288(A) PC FEL 
. .. COlJNT. 28: 288 .. (A) .PC FEL 

COUNT 29: 288(A) PC.FEL 
COUNT 30: 288(A} PC FEL 

- LEWD ACTS WITH CHILD UNDER 14 . 
- LEWD ACTS WITH CHILD UNDER·14. 

LEWD ACTS WITH CHILD UNDER 14. 
- LEWD ACTS WITH CHILD UNDER 14. 

COlJNT 31: 288 PC FEL 
COlJNT 32: 288 PC FEL 
COUNT 33: 288 PC FEL 
COUNT 34: 288 PC FEL 
COUNT 35: 288 PC FEL 
COlJNT 36: 288 PC FEL 
COUNT 37: 288 PC FEL 
COUNT 38: 288 PC FEL 
COUNT 39: 288 PC FEL 
COlJNT 40: 288 PC FEL 
COUNT 41: 288 PC FEL 

- COMMIT LEWD ACTS*. 
- COMMIT LEWD ACTS*. 
-COMMIT LEWD ACTS*. 
- COMMIT LEWD ACTS*. 
- COMMIT LEWD ACTS*. 
- COMMIT LEWD ACTS*. 
- COMMIT LEWD ACTS*. 
- COMMIT LEWD ACTS*. 
- COMMIT LEWD ACTS*. 
- COMMIT LEWD ACTS*. 
- COMMIT LEWD ACTS*. 

AUG 0 7 2003 

!BY:)j"' :; I 
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PAGE NO. 2 CP.~SE NC·. SA049l32 
. DE~ NO .. Ol DP ) PRINTED 08/05/03 

COUNT. 42: 288A(B) (l) PC FEL -ORAL COPULATION W/PERS UND 18. 
NEXT SCHEDULED EVENT: 

06/23/03 830 AM .ARRAIGNMENT DIST MALIBU DIV 001 

ON 06/23/03 AT 830 AM IN MALIBU DIV 001 

CASE CALLED FOR ARRAIGNMENT 
PARTIES.: REDACTED (JUDGE) REDACTED (CLERK) 

REDACTED (REP) REDACTED (DA) 
DEFENDANT IS PRESENT IN COURT, AND REPRESENTED BY t-<t:.UAG I t:.U 

COUNSEL 
PRIVATE 

BAIL SET AT $2,000,000 
DEFENS MOTION TO DENY MEDIA COVERAGE IS DENIED. 
NO VISUAL MEDIA COVERAGE WILL BE ALLOWED ON DEFENDANT. 
DEFENSE MOTION TO CONTINUE TO PREPARE FOR ARRAIGNMENT IS GRANTED 
DISCOVERY GIVEN TO DEFENSE ATTORNEY TODAY. TIME WAIVED 

DEFENSE ARGUMENT HEARD REGARDING BAIL. MOTION TO REDUCE DENIED. 
SHOULD DEFENDANT BE RELEASED ON BAIL AS PRESENTLY SET, DEFENDANT 
IS ORDERED TO OBEY ALL LAWS; STAY AWAY FROM ALL NAMED VICTIMS, & 
WITNESSES IDENTIFIED IN THE DISCOVERY AND MINORS. 

NO PERSONAL CONTACT WITH VICTIMS, WITNESSES, AND MINORS. 

MEDICAL ORDER SIGNED AND FORWARDED TO THE SHERIFF'S TIME. 
~T SCHEDULED EVENT: 

UPON MOTION OF DEFENDANT 
07/08/03 830 AM ARRAIGNMENT DIST MALIBU DIV 001 

CUSTODY STATUS: REMANDED TO CUSTODY 

ON 06/26/03 AT 830 AM IN MALIBU DIV 001 

CASE CALLED FOR BAIL REVIEW 
PA:.~TIES: REDACTED (JUDGE) 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

(REP) (DA) 

RCALA 0114'80 

(CLERK) 

REDACTED 
DEFENDANT IS NOT PRESENT IN COURT, BUT REPRESENTED BY REDACTED PRIVATE 

COUNSEL 
DUE TO A SUPREME COURT RULING MADE TODAY RE: THE ISSUES IN 
THIS CASE THE DEFENDANT IS RELEASED O.R. 
?HE SAME TERMS OF BAIL PREVIOUSLY IMPOSED ARE NOW A 
CONDITION OF O.R. 
RELEASE # AA00-0264 IS ISSUED. 

THE DATE OF 7-8-03 REMAINS ON CALENDAR FOR ARRAIGNMENT. 
COURT ORDERS AND FINDINGS: 
-THE COURT ORDERS THE DEFENDANT TO APPEAR ON THE NEXT COURT DATE. 

~'JEXT SCHEDULED EVENT: 
.~TTER PREV SET/REMAIN ON CLDR 

~USTODY STATUS: RELEASED ON OWN RECOGNIZANCE 

:JN 07/DB/03 AT 830 AM IN MALIBU DIV 001 

254783 
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PAGE NO. 3 CAS_~ NO,, SA049132 
DEF NO. 01. 'DA' ')PRINTED 08/05/03 

r.TIT1JGE) REDACTED (CLERK) 
CASE CALLED FOR ARRAIGNMENT 

PARTIES : COMMR. REDACTED 
REDACTED (REP) REDACTED 

DEFENDANT IS PRESENT IN COURT, AND REPRESENTED BY -REDACTED 
(DA) 
PRIVATE 

COUNSEL 
COUNT (01) 
COUNT (02) 
COUNT (03) 
COUNT (04) 
COUNT (05) 
COUNT (06) 
COUNT (07) 
COUNT (08) 
COUNT (09) 
COUNT (1.0) 
COUNT (1.1) 
COUNT (1.2) 

COUNT (13) 

COUNT (1.4) 
COUNT. (15) 
COUNT (1.6) · 
COUNT (1. 7) 
COUNT (1.8) 
COUNT (1.9) 
COUNT (20) 
COUNT (21) 
COUNT (22) 
COUNT (23) 
COUNT (24) 
COUNT (25) 
COUNT (26) 
COUNT (27) 
COUNT (28) 
COUNT (29) 
COUNT (30) 
COUNT (31.) 
COUNT (32) 
COUNT (33) 

COUNT (34) 
....... COUNT (35) 

COUNT (36) 
COUNT (37) 
COUNT (38) 
COUNT (39) 
COUNT (40) 
COUNT (41) 
COUNT (42) 

DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1385 PC 
DISPOSITION:· DISMISSAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN FURTH.OF JUSTICE PER 1385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1.385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMIS.SAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1385 PC 

DISPOSITION: DISMI$SAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER ~385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1385 PC. 
DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN-FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMI&SAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN FURTHOF JUSTICE PER 1385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1385 PC 

DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1385 PC 
DISPOSITION.: DI$MISSAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL-IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1.385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1.385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1.385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1.385 PC 
DISPOSITION: DISMISSAL IN FURTH OF JUSTICE PER 1.385 PC 

THE PEOPLE'S MOTION TO DISMISS COUNT 01., 02, 03, AND 04 BECAUSE 
THE STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS HAS EXPIRED IS GRANTED. 

~EXT SCHEDULED EVENT: 
PROCEEDINGS TERMINATED 

~EX~ SCHEDULED EVENT 2: 
OR DISCHARGED 
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PAGE NO. 4 
CAS~·N0 .• SA049J.32 
DEF NO. OJ. 

' DA' J PRINTED 08/05/03 

ON 07/ll/03 AT 900 AM : 
DISPOSITION OF ARREST AND COURT ACTION IS FORWARDED TO THE 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE AND THE SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT. 

PROCEEDINGS TERMINATED 

.. ,. 

JOHN A. CLARKE, Executive Officer/Clerk, Los 
Angeles Superior Court, Malibu Courthouse, County 
of Lo~ A~geles, State of California, certify the 
foregomg mstrument to be a correct copy of the 
original copy now on file in this Court. 

-;th Oil~ A!testM dayofLMA-~.20 CJ-'? 
By: ~ ·c. DRAKE . 

Deputy Clerk 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: REDACTED 

FROM: Monsignor Craig A. Cox 

RE: Request for Loan from·Father Michael Wempe 

DATE: 6 September 2003 

------------~-----------------------~----------~---

I received the attached letter from Mike Wempe. Please note that he has already been extended 
loans for which is the maximum amount according to our policy. 

All criminal charges against him have been dropped. Of course, he is still named in several of 
the prospective civil suits. 

In accord with our policy, since there has been no prosecution (even though on the basis of the 
statute oflimitation), we nonnally would forgive thcj I don't believe our policy 
envisions reimbursing priests for costs they incur greater tha~. That may be a lacuna. 

Could· we chat about this next Wednesday when the CMOB meeting is over? 

Thank you. 

attachment 

251510 

RCALA 011483 

CCI 003438 



TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

DATE:· 

My brothers, 

MEMORANDUM 

All Priests 

Monsignor Craig A. Cox 
Vicar for Clergy 

Keeping You Informed 

10 September 2003 

It is my sad duty to reportto you that Father Michael Wempe has again been arrested on charges 
of sexual misconduct with minors. The inCidents alleged relate to a period of time within the 

. criminal statute of limitations. 

As you know, Father Wempe has been out of any ministry since February of 2002. 

I have no further information at this time. ·I ask that you please keep everyone involved in yolir 
prayers. 

254780 
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Cox, Msgr. Craig A. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

All: 

REDACTED 
Tuesday, February 10, 2004 9:51AM 
Cardinal Mahony; Cox, Msgr. Craig A.; REDACTED 

REDACTED 
AP story on Wempe 

Please note the very different tone and focus of this story as compared to that which 
appeared in today's L.A. Times. 

REDACTED 

Former child victim testifies in priest abuse case 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES - A 24-year-old man testified Monday that a retired Roman 
Catholic priest who once served as the chaplain at Cedars-Sinai Medical 
Center fondled him on several occasions from 1990 to 1995. 

The testimony against the Rev. Michael Wempe, 63, was part of hearing to 
determine if the case should be sent to trial. He faces three counts of a 
lewd act on a child and one count of oral copulation of a person under 16. 

Wempe was charged last June with molesting five boys, ages 7 to 15, between 
1977 and 1986 in Los Angeles, Ventura and San Diego counties. 

Wempe never had to stand trial for those alleged crimes when the nation's 
high court struck down a California law that erased the statute of 
limitations on sexual abuses cases from 1988 and earlier. 

The priest was nonetheless forced into retirement in 2002 and is not allowed 
to perform priestly functions. 

He was arrested again in September after the man came forward with 
allegations that he was molested by Wempe over a five-year period. 

The man testified that Wempe was a family friend who had also allegedly 
molested his two brothers. He said Wempe fondled him and left him feeling 
"embarrassed, ashamed." 

The man decided to tell authorities about the alleged crimes after he 
learned Wempe was freed from jail and would only be accountable if he 
revealed what had happened. 

"I realized that justice was too big a price to pay for my secret," the man 
said. 

REDACTED 
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REDACTED 
Dis.trict Attorney for the ).mty of Los Angeles 

REDACTED Deputy District_Attorney 
Sex Crimes Divi~ion 
Hall of Records Building . . 
320 West Temple Street, Suite 777 

·Los Angeles, California 90012 · 
(2i3) 974·- 9777 
Attorn~y for Plaintiff 

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

Michael Edwin~ 

Defendant 

CAS·E NUMBER 
BA25317B 

SUBPENA 
Duces TeCUTJl 
APPLICATION 

FOR SUBPENA DUCES TECUM 
·cRIMINAL 

RCALA 011486 

PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA TO: Custodian of Records, Arc.hdiocese of Los 
Angeles. 

. . 
_We command you, that all-singular business and excuses laid asi~e, you attend a 
. session of the Superior Court· of the County of Los Angeles ·to be held at the 
Courtr~lOm of Department No. 11 129 11 located at -210 West Temple Street, City of Los 
Angeles on June 8, 2004, at 8:30 a .. m., then and there to testify as a witness in 
this action . on the part of the People and ·that you bring with you and there 
produce ·the documents now in your custody or under your control, described in the 
copy of the application for subpena duces tecum attached hereto which is 
incorporated herein-by reference. · 

You must appear at that time unless you make a s·peciai agreement to appear another 
time, etc., with: 

REDACTED , -Deputy District Attorney at REDACTED 

Failure to appear on the date set forth herein or at such other time or upon such 
notice as may have'been agreed to with the party at whose request this subpena was 
:issued maybe punished ar:; contempt by this court. You may also be liable for the 
sum qf five hundred dollars and all damages to sucb party resulting f:tom your 
failure to attend. (Penal Code Sec, 1331., 1331..5) 

Given under my hand this 26th day of May, 2004 

ST~ COOLEY. 
D~tri~ Attorney / 

REDACTED 

By Deputt/District Attorney 
REDACTED 

254771 

CCI 003441 



RCALA 011487 

APPLY~ATION FOR SUBPENA DUCES TEC~ 
} ) 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, County of Los Angeles 

The undersigned states: That he is the attorney of record for the People of the 
State of California, Defendant, in the above entitled action/that said cause was 
duly set down for jury trial June 8, 2004, at 8:30a.m., in Department 11 129 11 of 
the above entitled court. 

That Custodian of Records for the Archdiocese of Los Angeles has in his possession 
or under his control the following documents: 

Any and all documents and other materials that are in the possession, 
custody, or control of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles that. relate in any manner 
to allegations of child molestation or sexual abuse committed.by Father Michael 
Edwin Wempe. 

The subpoenaed documents and other materials include, but are not limited to, 
documents in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles' general archives; general files, 
secret archives, secret files, sub secreta files, sub secreta archives, personnel 
files, confidential personnel files, locked files, .and investigative files as well 
as memoranda, correspondence, reports, personnel evaluations, interviews, 
statements, notes, contracts, agreements, insurance poll.cies, insurance contracts, 
insurance agreements, case settlement agreements, confidentiality agreements, and 
records of payment relating in any way to allegations of child molestation and 
sexual ab~se committed by Father Michael Edwin Wempe. 

The subpoenaed documents and other materials include, but are not limited to 
all documents in hard copy paper form or stored electronically in computers; 
printouts of information stored in computers or other :retenti.on or ·procession 
systems; computer files; e-mail.communications; photographs; sound reproduction 
material in any form; andany other material that is typed, written, handwritten, 
audio tape recorded, video tape recorded, reproduced, or recorded in any manner 
that is related in any way to allegations of child molestation or sexual abuse 
committed by Father Michael Edwin Wempe. 

The subpoenaed documents and other material include, but· are not limited to, 
all records pertaining to the transfer of Father Michael Edwin Wempe from 
Archdiocese church parish to another. These Archdiocese church parishes include, 
but are not limited to, (1) Saint John Chrysostom Church in Inglewood, (2) Saint 
Andrew's Church in Pasadena, (3) Saint Rose of Lima Church in Simi Valley, (4) 
Saint Jude's Church in Westlake Village, (5) Sacred Heart Church in Saticoy, (6) 
Saint Sebastian's Church in Santa Paula, {7) Saint Mary's Church in Palmdale, (8) 
Immaculate Heart Church in Los Angeles, anq (9) Saint Elizabeth's Church in Lake 
Hughes. Furthermore, the subpoenaed documents and ·other material include all 
records pertaining to the employment of Father Michael Edwin Wempe with Cedars­
Sinai Medical Center in Los Angeles where Father Wempe acted as the hospital 
Catholic chaplain from 1990 to 2002. · 

The subpoenaed documents are to be provided regardless of their location 
within the Archdiocese of Los Angeles or within- the custody or control of the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles including, but not limited to, any Archdiocese 
administrative office, archival storage facility, storage facility, church parish, 
church rectory, church mission, church residence, or church school. 

The subpoenaed documents or materials include any "green pagen, "green 
sheet", or "green card" from personnel files or other files indicating that 
information is on file or located elsewhere. If documents or other material have 
been moved, relocated or transferred outside the jurisdiction of the Archdiocese 
of Los Angeles, then a declaration shall be prepared identifying the documents or 
other materials that were transferred, the precise location where the documents 
and other materials were transferred, and what persons were involved with said 

254772 

CCI 003442 



RCALA 011488 

transfeF. All documentati~"'J:l pertaining to the transfer -{1s requested. 
) . . ' 

Any subpoenaed documents and other material considered to be privileged by 
the Archdiocese of Los Angeles shall be produced with a detailed statement 
describing the item for _which a privilege is_ asserted, the subject matter of -the 
item for.which a_privilege is asserted, the names of all individuals appearing on 
the item for which a privilege is asserted,· and the basis for the asserted: 
privilege. 

That the above documents ·are material to the issues involved in the case by reason 
of the following facts: The aforementioned records are neQessary to-prove and 
corroborate the nat.ure \and extent- of sexual abuse suffered by alleged victim 
RE~ACTED when he was a minor. Further, the records are necessary to prove and 
corroborate the nature and extent of sexual abuse suffered by witnesses REDACTED 

REDACTED 
REDACTED when these men were minors. The purported victim and the witnesses all 
allege and will testify that Father Michael Edwin Wempe abused them as children. 

That good caus(3 exists fo;r:- the production of the above described matters and 
things by reason of the following facts: The custodian of records has exclusive 
control and possession of the records which are necessary. for the prosecution of 

·the defendant. 

WHEREFORE request is made that Subpena Duces: Tecum issue. 

Executed May 26, 2004, at Los Angeles, Cal#.rnia. 
REDACTED 
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) DECLARATION OF SERVICE -) _ 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, County of Los Angeles 

I the undersigned . state that: I served· the foregoing subpena by showing the. 
original and delivering a true · copy thereof, together with a· copy of the 
application in support thereof, to each of the fQllowing named persons, 

NAME OF PERSON SERVED: Custodian df Records, Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
DATE OF- SERVICE: May-27\ 2004 

l declare under penalty of perjury that- the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed: May 2-7, 2004, at Los Angeles, California. 

Signature of Declarant 
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) 
AFFIDAVIT .AND STATEMENT OF GO.OD CAUSE IN SUPPORT 

OF APPLICATION 'FOR SUBPENA DUCES TECUM· 

I, REDACTED , declare that: 

1. I am an attorney licensed to practice law in the State of California and 
. . 

employed by the Office of the District Att.orney for Los Angeles County. 

2. That I am assigned to prosecute the case of People v.Michael Edwin W~e, 

case number BA253178; 

3. That I have personally reviewed various police reports filed by the Los 

Angeles County Sheriff's Department which have stated and/or I have personally. 

interviewed alleged victim REDACTED and purported witnesses REDACTED 

REDACTED 

Detective REDACTED 

Detective REDACTED 

of the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department and 

of the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department who ·have 

related the following: 

4. That on or .between the dates of October 29, 1990 and October 28, 1995, 

REDACTED 
was the alleged v~ctim of three sexually lewd acts against a child and 

one act of oral copulation perpetrated against a minor committed by Father Michael 

Edwin Wempe. These sex acts perpetrated against a child al,l occurred whem Father 

Wempe was an active Catholic priest in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. Two of the 

acts of sexua1 molestation occurred on the .premises of Cedars-Sinai .M~dical Center 

:while Father Wempe w.as serving as the hospital Is chaplain urider. the supervision 

of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles: 

,. 5. Moreover, alleged victim, REDACTED . has tol.d Detective REDACTED and 

I that !ather Wempe was a long time·family friend of his mother and thatREDACTED 

family first met Father Wempe when he was a priest assigned to Saint Jude's Church 

. 1 k V'll REDACTED d h' f . 1 t dl 14 ve·d . REDACTED ~n west a e J. age. an J.S amJ. y repor e y ... J.n 

REDACTED for a number of years before moving toREDACTED 

. REDACTED REDACTED . . . REDACTED 6. WJ.tnesses and have reported .to DetectJ.ve and 

I that they are REDACTED two· older brothers. They have stated to Detective 

REDACTED and I that while Father Wempe was a priest. at Saint Jude's Church, he 
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reportedly molested them ·"'fh between the years 1975 ·ld l9B6 when they were 
. REDACTED d 

minors. The alleged abuse inflicted upon an REDACTED by ·Father Wempe 

continued when the priest was moved to Sacred Heart Church in Saticoy and later 

to Saint Mary's Church.in Palmdale. The move· was effected under the direction· 

of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. The abuse against witnessesREDACTEDandREDACTED 

REDACTED ' d ' h . 1 h . ' d H d s . occurre w 1. e Fat e'" Wempe was ·.an assoc1.ate pastor at Sacre eart an a1.nt 

Mary's parishes. The assertEld abuse occurred in church rectories located on 

parish grounds and in · vehicles paid for or provided to Father Wempe by the 

Archdiocese of· Los Angeles .. 

7. Furthermore, witnesses REDACTED and his brother REDACTED have 

alleged that Father Wempe sexually. abused t}J.e.m · when they were minors. The 

purported abuse occurred while Father Wempe was a priest assigned to Saint Rose 

of Lima Church in Simi Valley· and Saint Jude's Churc}'l in Westlake Village. The 

-abuse occurred between the years 19.71 through 1977 in rectorie~ located on parish 

grounds. REDACTED reported to Detective. ,REDACTED that he informed his 

mother·about Father Wempe's sexual molestation of him and that Father Wempe later· 

apologized to him for his·actions. Moreover, during Father Wempe's apology~ the 

priest repprtedly told REDACTED that he was under going therapy from a 

psychiatrist for his admitted 11 problem11 • 

both REDACTED 8. Additionally in 1988, stated that they 

both spoke to REDACTED about Father Wempe and informed this Los 

Angeles Archdioce~e official· that Father Wempe had molested them when they were 

children. Witnesses REDACTED have s.tated that REDACTED 

reportedly told them that Father Wempe had been taken. out of .active ministry by 

the Archdiocese of Los Angeles for his alleged acts of child molestation and had 

been reassigned to an out-of-state Catholic monastery for treatment. Both 

witnesses state that REDACTED did not name the monastery, but confided to 

them during this meeting that it was his personal opinion that Father Wempe's 

therapy was not progressing as had been hoped· by the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 

I have learned during the inve.stigation of this matter that Father Wempe was taken 

back into active ministry by the Archdiocese of Los Angeles sometime in 1989 and 

was later assigned to Cedars-Sinai Medical Center. It was at this location that 
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' . 
, he pe.rpetra ted his 

mother, REDACTED 

alleged. -ycounters _with victim REDACT,ED Also;REDACTED 's 

, ·told Detective REDACTED ; that Father Wempe renewed 

his acquaintance with their family at a 1989 Los Angeles Archdiocese celebration 

for Father Wempe's 25t~ year in the priesthood. 

9. Furthermore, it is known by the People that Father Wempe was removed from 

the priesthood by the Archdiocese of Los Angeles and was ·sent · to a Catholic 

monastery in the state of New Mex'ico called the 11 Serv~nts of the Paracleten for 

treatment and-counseling in June 1987. Father Wempe remained at the 11 Servants 

of the Paraclete" monastery from June 1987 until October 1987.· He then returned 

to the same monastery for additional treatment in December 1987 .. In 1989, he was 

reinstated back into active ministry and was later assigned to Cedars-Sinai 

Medical Center in Los Angeles as a hospital chaplain. Still la~er, in 2002, 

Father Wempe was removed from active ministry by the Archdiocese of .Los Angeles 

based upon the direct orders of Cardinal Roger Mahony.· 

10. Lastly, witnesses RE~ACTE~ and 

REDACTED . REDACTED 
. have told Detectives and REDACTED and are ·prepared to ·testify in 

open court that Father Wempe sexually molested them when they ·were minors. All 

of the acts of alleged child sexual abuse occurred while· Father Wempe served as 

a priest a.t various Los Angeles Archc1iocese parisher:~·. Moreover, the witnesses 

state that some of the purported acts of sexual abuse occurred on parish grounds, 

in church buildings, in chu~ch rectories or in vehicles furnished or paid for by 

'the Los Angeles Archdiocese. to Father Wempe for . his own use· while on church 

business .. 

The material sought by the People· is needed to corroborate the statements of 
. . REDACTED 

v~ct~m 

REDACTED 

Ill 
Ill 

Ill 
Ill 
Ill 

as well as witnesses REDACTED 

in· this criminal matter. 
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·.I 

I DECLARE UNDER PENAI' .l OF PERJURY that the abovF · rtatement is true and 

correct. 
.REDACTED 

DATED: May 26, 2004 

~-""'"' ........... ......., ... ..,~ ···-·"-I. 
\ DECLARANT 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

Archbishop Gabriel Montalvo, J.C.D. 
Apostolic Nunci:ature 
3339 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20008 

RB: Reverend Michael E. Wempe 

Your Excellency: 

Office of 
Vicar for Oergy 
{213) 637-72B4 

November 18, 2004 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2202 

Enclosed, please find a letter from Cardinal Roger M. Mahony to Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger at 
the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith, regarding Reverend Michael E. Wempe. With his 
letter are copies of the completed summary pages requested by the Congregation. All materials 
are submitted in triplicate. 

Cardinal Mahony is seeking the assistance of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith in 
this matter. 

Would you please be so kind as to forward this to the Congregation on our behalf? 

Also enclosed is a check made out to the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith to cover the 
usual taxa in such matters. 

Thank you very much for your kind attention to this matter. May God continue to bless youl 

Yours in Christ, 

(IJ' c. (d 'I 

-~ /. '--f;L 
M_913:s1#(>r Craig A Cox, J.Cb. 
"Q1.car!or Clergy 

enclosures \04927 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lc.dy of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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Check Date: 16.Nov.2004 ACCLA Check No. 
I I UL.'"t ~ 

Invoice Number Invoice Date VoucheriD Gross Amount Discount Available Paid Amount I 
517VC 15.Nov.2004 00118811 500.00 0.00 500.00 

..... 

104928 

Vendor Number Name Total Discounts 

0000002838 Congregation For The Doctrine $0.00 

Check Number Date Total Amount Discounts Taken Total Paid Amount 

lO.l'iOV.L.UU'+ J>;;JUU.UV .l>V.VV ;:,.)VU.UU 

Pay **UFIVE HUNDRED AND XX f 100 US DOLLAR**** 

To The 
Order Of REDACTED 

CONGREGATION FOR THE DOCTRINE 
of the Faith 
Piazza Del S Offizio II 
00120 Vatican City 

REDACTED 
v 
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Office of 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles the Archbishop 

17 November 2004 

His Eminence 
Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, Prefect 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
Piazza Del S. Ufficio, 11 
00120 VATICAN CITY 

Re: Rev. Michael Edwin Wempe 

Your Eminence: 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-ZZOZ 

It is.with deep regret that I submit this report on alleged violations that fall under Article 4 of 
Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela, which involve a priest of this Archdiocese, Rev. Michael E. 
Wempe. 

The numerous alleged victims are all males of pre- and early pubescent age. A criminal trial 
citing 42 counts of sexual abuse against five of the complainants was dismissed when the U.S. 
Supreme Court nullified the law which attempted to allow the retroactive prosecution of cases 
barred by the statute of limitation. A new criminal prosecution is in progress for alleged acts of 
sexual abuse against one complainant that are not barred by the statute of limitation. 

Father Wempe has admitted to delicta! acts involving some ofthe complainants, but strongly 
denies the accusations in the current criminal prosecution. Most of the denunciations we have 
received were made before the promulgation of the motu proprio, and involve actions that would 
be barred from a penal process by prescription. 

Father Wempe was granted early retirement at age 62 in view of the moral impossibility of 
allowing him to continue in ministry owing to the previously reported sexual misconduct. In 
view of all these circumstances, as well as the public notoriety occasioned by the civil processes, 
the good of the Church requires that the strongest available measures be taken. 

Given that a State criminal trial is still undervvay, it seems most appropriate to allow that 
proceeding to unfold prior to initiating a canonical penal process, so that the evidence developed 
during the State trial may be used. 

I request therefore the grant of an exception to the prescription of all offenses against canon 1395 
that may be determined to have occurred. I further request authorization to employ at an 
appropriate later time the procedures of canon 1720 with a view to imposing dismissal from the 
clerical state. 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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If you believe that a different course of action is more appropriate, I welcome your advice on the 
matter. Entrusting this matter to your discretion and awaiting your instruction on how to 
proceed, I remain 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

His E ence 
Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
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DIOCESE Los Angeles in California 

NAME OF ORDINARY Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 

CDF PROT. N. (if available) 

NAME OF CLERIC Reverend Michael E. Wempe 

PERSONAL Date of Birth /REDACTED Age 65 
DETAILS OF THE 

130 Apri11966 CLERIC Ordination Years of ministry 36 

ORIGINAL DIOCESE OF INCARDINATION Los Angeles in California 

MINISTRY INJTR.At'ISFER TO OTHER DIOCESE I 
CONTACT ADDRESS OF THE CLERIC !REDACTED 

PROCURATOR (include original signed mandate) 

CONTACTADDRESSOFTHEPROCURATOR 
·' ' . . ;~ :· .· .. 

-· ;: . . .. ., .. :.•.t . . . . ;., . .. 
" ' ... .. _ 

ASSIGNMENTS 

Year Parish Location Appointment 

1966 I St John Cbrysostom Inglewood, California Parochial Vicar 

1969 St. Andrew Pasadena, California Parochial Vicar 

1969 St. Rose of Lima Simi Valley, California Parochial Vicar 

1973 St. Jude Westlake Village, California Parochial Vicar 

1977 Sacred Heart Ventura (Saticoy), California Parochial Vicar 

1978 Paraclete High School Palmdale, California Faculty 

1978 St. Mary . Palmdale, California Residence 

1984 St. Sebastian Santa Paula, California Parochial Vicar 

1986 Sabbatical 

1987 St. Sebastian Santa Paula, California Administrator 

1987 Sick-Leave 

1988- Cedars-Sinai Hospital Los Angeles, California Chaplain 2002 

1988 St. Ambrose West Hollywood, California Residence 

2001 Cathedral Chapel I Los Angeles, California Residence 
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2002 Private residence Seal Beach, California I Early retirement without 
faculties . 

.. 

ACCUSATIONS AGAINST THE CLERIC 

Year Victim Age Imputable Acts Denunciation 

REDACTED Placed boy on his lap and fondled 
1991-

11-15 
genitals both over and under clothing; 

2003 1995 oral copulation; five occasions over a 
four year period. 
Massaging the boy's crotch during 
motorcycle rides; put hand inside 
shorts and manipulate the genitals;· 
grabbing ofbuttocks; kissing; exposing 
himself to the boy; touching the boy 

1977- 7-14 
with his penis. On one occasion, while 

2003 1983 helping the boy learn to drive, the 
priest put his hands inside the boy's 
pants and caused an accident, on 
passenger nearly died and the priest 
suffered severe internal injuries. 
Hundreds of incidents of abuse. 
Fondling of genitals while motorcycle 

1975- 12-15 
riding; patting buttocks; fondling 

2003 1978 genitals underneath the boy's clothing; 
exposing himself to the boy; 
Exposed himself to the complainant; 

1974 15-16 fondled the boy's genitals; one 2003 
occasion. 

1984- Unspecified claim. of molestation 2002 1987 
1984- Unspecified claim of molestation 2002 1987 
1977- 11-15 

Skin to skin fondling, approximately 
2003 1981 150 occasions of abuse. 

Arranged for the boy to sleep with him 
and put his hands under the pajamas 
and fondled the boy's genitals; 

1979 12-15 aggressive pursuit offondling; one 2003 
incident of oral sex. Approximately 
40-50 incidents of abusive activities 

' over a two and a half year period. 

1979-
On camping and a skiing trip and on 

1982 
10-13 the motorcycle, imspeci:fied abu5ive 2003 

actions. 
1969- ? Unspecified molestation 

February 
1977 1988 

1"\CUJ-\viCU During sleep-overs placing hand under 
1974- February 
1977 

13-15 pajamas; fondling penis and. 
1988 

masturbating the boy to ejaculation. I Fondling during motorcycle rides; 

1980-
fondling legs and buttocks; oral sex; 

19&3 
14-16 mutual masturbation; one incident of 2003 

anal rape. Over 50 incidents of various 
types of abuse. 

1976-
Fondling of genitals; grabbing penis 

1978 
14-16 while wrestling; oral copulation; March2002 

masturbation; other sexual acts 

104932 
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CIVIL PROCEEDINGS AGAINST THE CLERIC 

Year Type/Case 

2002 

2003 

2003 

2003 

2003 

2003 

... ·:·. 

Grand Jury/Trial Subpoenas 

Arrest; charged with 3 counts 
of improper touching and 1 
count of oral copulation; 
preliminary stages of the trial 
have begun, but no trial date 
yet set. 
Civil lawsuit for damages 

REDACTED 

Civil lawsuit for damages 
(SC036536),f3.~f2_)),CTED 
Civil lawsuit for damages 
(BC308555), REDACTED 
Civil lawsuit for damages 
(BC308665REDACTED 

., . . . 

... ·, ... • 

Conviction 

pending 

pending 

pending 

I pending 

pending 

I pending 

· .. 
.·., .. .. - ..·;· .. 

MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE DIOCESE · 

Year 

Sentence (include copies of civil documents) 

I 

.. ·,· .. ·: :· 
.. . · . .. 

1987 Intervention, Treatment at Servants of the Paraclete, Jemez Springs, New Mexico 

1988 Restoration to limited ministry 

2002 Retirement without faculties 

... . . 
,;· .. 

SUSTENA.J.'I'CE PROVIDED BY THE DIOCESE TO THE CLERIC 

. : .~·. 

: . . . 

When placed on leave of absence in 2002, Father Wempe was provided with a monthly payment as well as 
with transportation. ' 

As ofNovember 1, 2004 when he turned sixty-five years of age, his sustenance is provided through the 
Priests' Pension Fund of the Arcl}diocese of Los Angeles. 

In accord with Archdiocesan policy, loans were extended to him during the period of the initial criminal 
investigation. 

RESPONSE/RECOURSE MADE BY THE CLERIC 

Year 

104933 
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RCALA 011501 

BISHOP'S VOTUM 

We request authorization of a canon 1720 procedure with the prospect that, if found guilty, the penalty of 
dismissal from the clerical state be imposed. We request dispensatiorrfrom prescription, in order to assure 
that all of the charges against him can be tried in ecclesiastical court, even though some were denounced 
prior to the promulgation of Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela. 

Given that there is a criminal trial underway, it is most appropriate to allow that proceeding to unfold prior 
to beginning the ecclesiastical trial, so that evidence developed during the State trial can be used in any 
ecclesiastical process. 

CCI 003456 



APOSTOLIC NUNCIATURE 

UNITED STATES OF AlviERICA 

25.835 
No. 

This No. Should Be Prefixed to the Answer 

Dear Monsignor Cox: 

3339 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008-3687 

November 21, 2004 

I acknowledge your kind letter of November 18, 2004, 
with enclosures. 

Rest assured that the correspondence concerning 
Reverend Michael E. Wempe, including a check in amount $500.00 
for the taxa, will be duly forwarded through the diplomatic 
pouch to His Eminence 1 Joseph cardinal Ratzinger, Prefect 1 

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 

With cordial regards and best wishes 1 I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

{ -u ~ l1 t -~-G {1 / 
t V""t!J,>l~ ... c.~ 4;; ~ ~-' 9{t11' ::.. 
~ ~ <d't._~N~$ ~r~;{A.~ ~~N ~ .. ~-~1~l·'%PJ 

Archbishop Gabriel Montalvo 
Apostolic Nuncio 

Monsignor Craig A. Cox, J.C.D. 
Vicar for Clergy 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles 1 CA 90010-2241 

104926 
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RCALA 011503 

PROFFER RE FATHER MICHAEL WEMPE 

Date Description 
1111/39 Michael Wempe born. 
04/30/66 Wempe is ordained p1iest. 
05/14/66 Wempe is assigned as Assistant at St. John Chrysostom, Inglewood. 
03/25/69 Wempe is assigned as Assistant at St. Andrew, Pasadena. 
09/02/69 Wempe is assigned as Assistant at St. Rose of Lima, Simi Valley. 
06/11/73 Wempe is assigned as Associate at St. Jude, Westlake Village. 
06/17177 Wempe. is assigned as Associate at Sacred Hemi, Ventura. 
02/20178 Wempe is assigned as Teacher at Paraclete High School, Lancaster. 

Wempe is simultaneously assigned to Residence· at St. Mary Church, . Palmdale . 
07/12/84 Wempe is assigned as Associate at St. Sebastian, Santa Paula. 
09/01/86 Wempe attends Vatican II Institute (Sabbatical). 
02/01/87 Wempe is assigned as Administrator Pro Tern as St. Sebastian, Santa 

Paula. 
05/22/87 Wempe's pastor at St. Sebastian inakes a written report to Vicar for 

Clergy concerning boundary violations. The Archdiocese will not 
contend that it lacked notice of Wempe's sexual interest toward 
rriinors following this report. 

06/22/87 Wempe is assigned to resid~ntial.psychotherapy at Foundation 
to House, Servants of the Paraclete, Jemez Springs; New Mexico. 
12/03/87 
12/23/87 Report from Servants of the Paraclete to Cardinal Mahony. 
01/18/88 Wempe is assigned to Cedars-Sinai Medical Center as chaplain and 

to St. Ambrose for residence. 
02/05/88 First complaint by a victim - two brothers 1REDACTED ) complained 

of abuse by Wempe about 10 years earlier. 
04/26/88 Wempe attends group therapy through September 15, 1989. 
06/30/88 Wempe attends Servants of the Paraclete after-care program. 
10/15/98 Wempe is assigned to Immaculate Heart of Mary, LA for residence . 

........... 

:He continues as Chapiaii1at Cedars-Sinai: ........ 

02/01/02 Wempe is assigned to Cathedral Chapel, LA for residence. He 
continues as Chaplain at Cedars-Sinai. 

02/15/02 Wempe is granted early retirement. He voluntarily retired at the 
request of Cardinal Mahony. 

03/07/02 Victim (REDAcTED complaint letter to Cardinal Mahony re abuse in 1976 
. through 1978. 

- 151- 254765 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 

NON-MANDATORY REPORTING FORM 

Date of This Report to Public Authority: N/ A 

Name of Public Authority: N/ A 

Date of This Report to Archdiocese: 4/28/05 / 

Reported to Archdiocese by:REDACTED 

Alleged Victim: her son 

RCALA 011504 

---------------------------------------------------------
Current Address: 

Telephone: REDACTED 

Date of Birth 

Alleged Perpetrator: 

Name Fr. Michael Wempe 

Names of Possible Witnesses: 
--------------------------~--------------------

Reported Date of Incident: 

Reported Circumstances oflncident(s): Fr .. Wempe was the pastor at their Parish 

Reported Type of Abuse or Neglect: Sexual 

Comments: Mother reports that her son, now 25 years old has always been a very angry person and has 
been in trouble on occasion. He has had some counseling and the therapists have always asked if had ever 
been sexually molested, something he ·did not admit at the time. Now her sari says he is remembering 
several incidents . REDACTED related some of her personal circumstances and has now decided that the 
best thing to do is to let her son call us directly. She will ask him to do that. I asked REDACTED to please 

. follow up with us to make sure her son does call us. We are not to call her at home. REDACTED has 
another son, now thirty, who has not denied being molested but has emphatically stated he does not want to 
talk about it. A complete report will be prepared when we have the information from the son. I assured 

REDACTED that we would provide counseling for her son if he wishes and also asked her if she thought she 
might benefit from some counseling herself. At this time she said no, but the door waas left open in case 
she changes her mind. 

254760 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 

NON-MANDATORY REPORTING FORM 

Date of This Report to Public Authority: N/ A 

Name ofPublic Authority: N/A 

Date of This Report to Archdiocese: 4/28/0 5 l 

Reported to Archdioc~se by:REDACTED 

Alleged Victim: ..::h:::e=-r=-so:.:n=-----------------------__:_----

CurrentAdmess: ----------------------------------------

REDACTED 
Telephone: 

Date of Birth 

Alleged Perpetrator: 

Name Fr. Michael Wempe 

Names ofPossible Witnesses: ---------------------------------------------

Reported Date of InCident:. 

Reported Circumstances oflncident(s): Fr. Wempe was .the pastor at their Parish 

Reported Type of Abuse or Neglect: Sexual 

RCALA 011505 

Comments: Mother reports that her son, now~·= years old has always been a very angry person and has 
been in trouble on occasion. He has had some counseling and the therapists have always asked if had ever 
been sexually molested, something he did not amnit at the time. Now her son says he is remembering 
several incidents. REDACTED related some of her personal circumstances and has now decided that the 
best thing to do is to let her son call us directly . She will ask him to do that. I askedREDACTED to. please 
follow up with us to make sure her son does call us. We are not to call her at home. REDACTED has 

. another son, now thirty, who has not denied being molested but has emphatically stated he does not want to 
talk about it. A complete report will be prepared when we have the information from the son. I assured 

REDACTED that we would provide counseling for her son if he wishes and also asked her if she thought she 
might benefit from some counseling herself. At this time she said no, but the door waas left open in case 
she changes her mind. 
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CONGREGATIO 
PRO DOCTfu~A FlDEI 

659/2004- 21302 
PROT. N. ···--···································-···-··-
(bt rerponrWne fo11 mer..tio lmius mnr.xri) 

Your Eminence, 

00120 Ctttii del Vatic ana, 

Palazzo del S. Uffizio 

CONFIDENTIAL 

13 June 2005 

The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith received on 27 November 2004 the case 
regarding the alleged sexual abuse of a minor by Reverend Michael Edwin WEMPE, a priest of 
the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. Your Eminence submitted a summary of the case and indicated 
that you would forward the evidence under separate cover. 

We IVrite at this time to request the complete Acta of the case. Though written summaries 
are helpful, actual documents are necessary in order for the Congregation to examine the case. 
Each element of the summary that you have already submitted should be supported by the relevant 
documentation either in the original form or in an authentic copy. 

In addition to the requested infonnation, it would also be important to the Congregation to 
have your Voturn in the matter as this is essential in our study of the case. 

With prayerful support and best wishes, I remain 

His Eminence 
Roger Cardinal MAHONY 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90010-2202 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 

~~ 
ffiAngelo A.l\tfATO, SDB 

Titular Archbishop of Sila 
Secretary 

104925 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 

NON-MANDATORY REPORTING FORM 

Date of this .report to Public Authority: 

Name of Public Authority: 

Date of this Report to Archdiocese: 

Reported to Archdiocese by: 

Complainant Name: 

Current Address: 

Telephone: 

Date of Birth: 

Alleged Petpettator: 

Name: (Victim) 

Name of Possible Witness: 

Reported Date oflncident: (s) 

Reported Circumstances oflncident(s): 

Reported Type of Abuse or Neglect: 

Comments: 

Submitted by the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles: 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

June 27, 2005 

REDACTED 

Fr. 1\.fi.chael Wempe 

REDACTED 

Brother (also a victim- more happened to 
him)' 
"1985 or 86 or 87 at St Sebastian Church in 
Santa Paula" 
"There was one incident of molestation. He 
(Wempe) was touching my naked body. 
There was touching of genitals & oral sex. 
He did things to my brother who was older. 
He was an altar boy. REDACTED and 
some friends introduced us to Fr. Wempe." 
Sexual abuse of a minot under 14 years 

254754 
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. ...., 

INTERNAL. REPORT · CONFIDENTIAL 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
Assistance Ministry Department 

Report date: / P.1 #...,,5 From: srREDACTED 

Alleged perpetrator: 

Alleged victim: 
REDACTED 

Date of incident: 1 t( ~r tJ-1/ fw 

Brief Description REDACTED 
REDACTED REDACTED -

Type ofReport: v 

_Mandatory _Non-Mandatory _Anonymous reporter 

_ Third-partyreporting _Incomplete information Attached information 

Report sent to: 

REDACTED Chair- Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board 
(Priests, Deacons, Brothers) · 

REDACTED Vicar for Women Religious . 
(All women religious) 

REP.~C::T_ED_ ·----J ______ ,Superintendent Secondary Schools 
(Secondary Schools) 

Msgr. Craig Cox, Vicar for Clergy 
(Priests, Deacons, Brothers) 

X. REDACTED 
(All reports) 

General Counsel 

REDACTED Director- Human Resources 
(Schools, ACC, Cemetery employees) 

.REDACTED 
(Elementary Schools) 

Superintendent Elementary Schools 

REDACTED 
(All reports) 

. Assistance Ministry 

REDACTED Director- Religious Education 
(CCD and RCIA) 
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I · ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 

CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 
NON-MANDATORY REPORTING FORM 

Date of this :report to Public Authority: 
Name of Public Authority: 

Date of this Report to Archdiocese: 

Reported to Archdiocese by: 

Complainant Name: 

Current Add:tess: 

Telephone: 

Date ofB.irth: 

Alleged Perpetrator: 

Name: (Victim) 

Name of Possible Witness: 

Reported Date of Incident: (s) 

Reported Circumstances ofincident(s): 

·Reported Type of Abuse or Neglect: 

Comments: 

Submitted by d1e Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles: 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

JulyS. 2005- victim report 
DetREDACTED _ 

Parent report 4/21/02 
Victim reported June 27, 2005 

REDACTED 

Fr. Michael Wempe 

REDACTED 

cc1985 oi 86 or 87" at St. Sebastian Church 
in Santa Paula 

REDA8TED 

1 said. "There was one incident of 
molestation. He (W'empe) was touching my 
naked body. There was touching of genitals 
& oral sex. He did things to my brother who 
was older. He was an altar boy. REDACTED 

REDACTED 

and some friends introduced us to Fr. 
Wempe~" 

Sexual abuse. 

REDACTED v , called 
4/21/02. She said tfutt she thought her sons 
had been molested by Wempe. We asked 
her to have them call us. 4/28/05 Mother 
called ag~cTEoRequested sons to call. 
6/27/05 _ called for the first time to 
report his abuse. He was asked to have his 

· brother call us. 
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INTERNAL REPORT .. CONFIDENTIAL 

Report date: 

Alleged perpetrator: 

Alleged victim: REDACTED 

Date of incident: /tf'r'S"-- v8'& tt)"V' Fr 
Brief Description: 

Type of Report: 
,, 

_Mandatory )(_Non-Mandatory _Anonymous reporter 

_Third-party reporting _Incomplete information Attached information 

Report sent to: 

REDACTED - - - Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board 
(Priests, Deacons, Brothers) 

REDACTED , Vicar for Women Religious 
(All women religious) 

REDACTED • , Superintendent Secondary Schools 
(Secondary Schools) 

Msgr. Craig Cox, Vicar for Clergy 
(Priests, Deacons, Brothers) 

REDACTED 
.... o. 

) General Counsel 
(All reports) 

REDACTED , Director- Human Resources 
(Schools, ACC, Cemetery employees) 

REDACTED 
(Elementary Schools) 

, Superintendent Elementary Schools 

REDACTED _ Assistance Ministry 
(All reports) 

REDACTED Director- Religious Education 
(CCD and RCIA) 

RCALA 011510 

~-
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RCALA 011511 

POS-015 
·:r·'!t 
'·''Jol TTORNEY OR PARTY WITHOUT ft:TTORNEY (,_, Stata flu •umbflf. Nl<f 1ddtsss)' FOR COURT USE OHL Y 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 
REDACTED Drive 

\ 
REDACTED \} ffipf 

TELEPHONE NO.:R~_[)~_C:TE~- J 

---- FAX NO. IOolionliJ: 

E·MAIL ADDRESS (Oplionll): :REDAcTED 
ATTORNEY FOR(NI"'*): in.al.nt:l.:t::t: 

SUPERIOR COURT. OF CAUFORNIA, COUNTY OF Los Angeles 
STREET AOORJ:SS: 111 N . Hill Street 
MAILING ADDRESS: 111 N. Hill street 

CITY AND ZIP CODE: LOS Angeles , CA 90012 
BRANCHNAME: Central District 

PLAINTIFF/PETITIONER: REDACTED 

DEFENDANT/RESPONDENT: THE ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF LOS 
ANGELES, ET 1\J;.. 

NOTICE.AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT -CIVIL 
CASE NUMBER: 

BC336272 

TQ (insert name of party being seTVecJ); THE ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF LOS ANGELES 

NOnCE 
The summons and other documents identified below are being served pursuant to section 415.30 of the California Code of Civil 
Procedure. Your failure to complete this form and return it within 20 days from the date of mailing shown below may subject you 
(or the party on whose behalf you are being served) to liability for the payment of any expenses incurred in serving a summons 
on you in any other manner permitted by law. 

If you are being served on behalf of a corporation, an unincorporated association (Including a partnership), or other entity, this 
form must be signed by you in the name of such entity or by a person authorized to receive service of process on behalf of such 
entity. In all other cases, this form must be signed by you personally or by a person authorized by you to acknowledge receipt of 
summons. If you return this form to the sender, service of a summons is deemed complete on the day you sign the 
acknowledgment of receipt below. 

Date of mailing: July Is, 2005 REDACTED 

REDACTED 
(TYPE OR PRINT NAME) 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 6f RECEIPT 

This acknowledges receipt of (to be completed by sender before milling): 
1. D A copy of the summons and of the complaint. 
2. 00 Other: (specify): Summons, Complaint, Notice of Case Assignment 

REDACTED 

(SIGNATURE OF PERSON ACKNOWLEDGING R~EIPT, wfrH TITLE II' 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT IS MADE ON BEHALF OF ANOTHER PERWN OR ENTITY) 

PI t1 of1 
FoonAdopled ror !AandatOty use. 

JudiCial Coune>f of c.lifomia 
POS.Ot5(Rtv. January t, 20051 

NOTICE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT.- CIVIL 

.254829 
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RCALA 011512 

POS-015 . 
REDACTED FOR COURT 11$11 ONI. Y 

--- .. -REDACTED 
--- --:;;~NO.:-REDACTED 

FAX NO. (Op/)onl}): REDACTED 
E-MAILADDRSSS (O,XIona/J: REDACTED -

ATTORNEYFOR(,...,.J; Plaintiff 
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF Los Angeles 

STREET ADORESS: 111 N. Hill Street 
MAILING ADDRESS: 111 N. Hill Street 

CITY AND ZIP CODE: LOS AngeleS 1 CA 90012 
B!WICHNAME: Central District 

PLAINTIFF/PETITIONER: REDACTED 

DEFENDANT~ESPONDENT: THE ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF LOS 
ANGELES, ET AL. 

NOTICE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT-CML 
CASE NUMSER: 

BC336.272 

TO (insert name of party being served): ST. SEBA$TIAN CATHQLIC CHQRCH 

NOnCE 
The summons and other documents identified below are being served pursuant to section 415.30 of the California Code of Civil 
Procedure. Your failure to complete this form and return it within 20 days from the date of mailing shown below may subject you 
(or the party on whose behalf you. are being served) to liability for the payment of any expenses incurred in serving a summons 
on you ·In any other manner permitted by law. 

If you are being served on behalf of a corporation, an unincorporated association (including a partnership), or other entity. this 
form must be signed by you in the name of such enUty or by a person au1hor1Zed to receive service of process on ·behalf of such · 
entity. In all other cases, this form must. be slgned by you personaUy or by a person authorized by you to acknowledge receipt of 
summons. If you return this form to the sender, service of a summons is deemed complete on the day you sign the 
acknowledgment of receipt below. 7 

Oateofm.ailing:July/J, 2005 ./ -' -

REDACTED REDACTED 

ACKNOWLEOGMEi 

This acknowledges receipt of (to be r:ompt.ted by sender before m•lllng): 
1. 0 A copy of the aummons and of the complaint. 
2. 1JD Other: (specify): Summons, Complaint, Notice of Case Assignment 

REDACTED 

Po I cf1 
Fa<m Adop<ed ftlt ~Coty UN 

Ju<lil!lal Ccunal of Calllom!a • 
POS.0151Rev.Janulry I. 20051 

NOTICE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT- CIVIL 

254830 
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RCALA 011513 

POS..015 
I ro.TrORNJ;VORPAR'TVWITWCUT ATrom.IEV , __ ~.t.au,..,.,__ ....;A<ldro.ul' FOR COIIRT USE ONLY 

RED ACTED 

1-<.cUACicU 

TElEPHONE NO.: REDACTED FAX NO. (Oplbtiot): 
REDACTED 

E-MAIL ADDRESS (Optional}: :REDACTED 
ATTORNEYFOR(tlolme}: Plaintiff 

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF Los Angeles 
STREET ADDRESS: lll N. Hill Street 
MAILING ADDRESS: lll N. Hill Street 

CITY AND ZIP CODE: Los Angeles, CA 90012 
BRANCH NAME: Central District 

PLAINTIFF/PETITIONER: REDACTED 

DEFENDANT/RESPONDENT: THE ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF LOS 
ANGELES, ET AL. 

NOTICE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT -CIVIL 
CASE NUMBER: 

BC336272 

TO (insert name of patty being setVed); ARCRPIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES EDUCATION & WELFARE CORPORATION 

NOTIC~ 

The summons and other documents Identified below are being served pursuant to section 415.30 of the California Code of Civil 
Procedure. Your failure to complete this to~ and return it within 20 days from the date of mailing shown below may subject you 
(or the party on whose behalf you are being served} to liability for the payment of any expenses incurred in serviOQ a summons 
on you in any other manner permitted by law. 

If you are being served on behalf of a corporation, an unincorporated association (including a partnership), or other entity, this 
form must be signed by you in the name of such entity or by a person authorized to receive service of process on behalf of such 
entity. In all other cases, this form must be signed by you personally or by a persOn authorized by you to acknowledge receipt of 
summon~. If you return this form to the sender, service of a summons is deemed complete on the day you sign the 
acknowledgment of receipt below. 

Date of mailing: July/3 , 2005 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 

This acknowledges receipt of (to be eomplel&dby sender befOre mailing): 

/. 

1. D A copy of the .ummons and of the complaint. 
2. CXJ Other: (specify): Summons, Complaint, Notice of Case Assignment 

REDACTED 

M'UNI TUUt'< NAMI:ANLJ N.'\MI:::Ut' t:rtlll T1 tt" 1\NY, 

N WHOSE BEHALF TliiS FORM IS SIGNEO) 

Form Adwtod for Mli""-torr Use -
JudiCII Cruncil of cai~Otnll • 

POS-015[Rev. Janu.iy 1. 2005) 

NOTICE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT- CIVIL 

254831 
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SUMMONS ON COMPLAINT SUM-100 
.'J 

(C/TACION JUDICIAL) 
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: 
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO): · · 
THE ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF LOS ANGELES; ST. 
SEBASTIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH; ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
EDUCATION & WELFARE CORPORATION; MICHAEL WEMPE; and 
DOES 1 through 100, inclusive, · 

YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF: 
(LO ESTA DEMANDANDO EL DEMANDANTE): 

REDACTED 

-FOR COVRT VSE ONLY 
{SOLO PARA USO DE LA CORTE) 

You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this summons and leaal papers are served on you to file a written response at this court and have a 
copy served ori the plaintiff. A letter or phone call will not protect you. Your written response must be in proper legal form If you want the 
court to hear your case. There may be a court form that you can use for your response. You can find these court forms and more 
Information at the California Courts Online Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), your county law library, or the courthouse 
nearest you. If you cannot pay the filing fee; ask the court clerk for a fee waiver form. If you do not file your response on time, you may 
lose the case by default, and your wages, money, and property may be taken without further warning from the co uri. 

There are other legal requirements. You may want to eall an attorney right away. !f you do not know an attorney, you may want to call an · 
attorney referral service. If you cannot afford an attorney, you may be eligible for free legal services from a nonprofit legal services 
program. You can locate these nonprofit gro11ps at the California Legal Sarvlcas Web site (www.lawhelpcallfornla.org), the California 
Courts Online Self-Help Center (www.courtlnfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or by contacting your local court or co11nty bar association. 

Tiene 30 o/A.s DE CALENDARIO despu4s de que le entreguen 1J$fa cltacl6n y papelu legales para presentar una respuesra por escrito 
en esta cone y har;er que se entregue una cop/a al demandante. Una carta o una /lamada telef6nica no /o protegen. Su respuesta por 
escrito tlene que estar en formato legal come to sf desea que procesen su caso en Ia cone. Es poslble que hays un formulario que usted 
pueda usar para su respuesta. Puede encontrar estos formuli!rios de l!f ~:one y mas fnformaci6n en ef Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes de 
California {www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhefplespanoll), en /a bibHoteca de leyes de su condado o en Ia cone que le quede mas cerca. Sf no 
puede pagar Ia cuota de presentacl6n, plda al secretirio de Ia corte que le dl§ un formulario de exencion de pago de cuotas. Si no presenta 
su respuesta a tfempo, puede perder el caso por fncumpllmfento y fa corte /e podrl qultar su sue/do, dinero y bienes sin mols advertencia. 

Hay otros requisites legall!$. Es recomendabfe que flame a un abogado fnmedlatamente. Sl no conoce a un abogado, puede /lamar a un 
servlcio de remisi6n a abogados. Sino puede pagar a un abogado, es posible que cumpla con los requisltos para obtener servicios 
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It::/ ""~~·D t~ .4/rD ... ,..;r. .. 01 ""',,.,,.,"""'rio f<>ll>lnnn rlJOI ::ohnrt:orln riP./ dBmandante 0 del dpm<onrl:oniA /lilA nn tiAnA Rboaado es)· REDACTED . REDACTED . . 

.REDACTED REDACTED 

(For proof of seNice of this summons, use Proof of Service of Summons (form P .J 
(Para prueba de entrega de esta citation use el formufario Proof of Service of Summons, (POS-01 0)). 

·NOTICE TO THE PERSON SERVED: You are served 
ISEAll 1. D as an individual defendant. 

2. D as the person sued under the fictitious name of (specify): 

3. D on behalf of (specify): 

under: 0 CCP 416.10 (corporation) 0 CCP 416.60 (minor) 
0 ·CCP 416.20 (defunct corporation) 
D CCP 416.40 (association or partnership) 

0 CCP 416.70 (conservatee) 
0 CCP 416.90 (authorized person) 

D other (specify): · 
4. D by personal delivery on (date): Page1 of 1 

Form Adopted for Mandatory Use 
Jud1C1al Counc11 of C2hforn1a 

SUM·100 (Rev January'·· 2004( 

Code of C1vol Procedure §§ 412.20, 465 

SUMMONS 

254832 

CCI 003469 



NOTICE OF CASE ASSIGNMENT 
LOS ANGELES SUPERIOR COURT 

BC336272 
CASE NUMBER ____________________________________ __ 

THIS FORM IS TO BE SERVED WITH THE SUMMONS AND COMPLAiNT 

RCALA 011515 

Your case is assigned for all purposes to the judicial officer indicated below, There is additional information on the reverse side of this 
form 

ASSIGNED JUDGE DEPT ROOM ASSIGNED JUDGE DEPT ROOM 

Han. Gregory Alarcon 36 410 Han. William F. Fahey 78 730 

Han. Helen I. Bendix 18 308 Han. Michael L. Stern 62 600 
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13 ii ·) 
II THE ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHl3ISHOP ) 

14 ~~ OF LOS ANGELES; ST. SEBASTIAN) 
;; CATHOLIC CHURCH; ARCHDIOCESE OF ) 

15 !! LOSANGELESEDUCATION&WELFARE) 
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17 ... Defendants. 
) 
) _________________________ ) 

18 

19 
,. 

20 

21 

22 

., .... __ ) 

2-l 

.25 

2<1 

27 

2B 

CASE NO. 

COMPLAINT FOR: 

1. CHILDHOOD SEXUAL ABUSE; 
2. NEGLIGENCE; 

· 3. NEGLIGENT SUPERVISION; 
4. NEGLIGENT HIRING/RETENTION;· 
5. FRAUD; . 
6. FIDUCIARY/CONF. RELATIONSHIP 

_ FRAUD AND CONSPIRACY; 
7. BREACH OF FIDUCIARY DUTY; 
8. NEGLIGENT FAILURE TO WARN, 

TRAIN, OR EDUCATE PLAINTIFFS; 
9. INTENTIONAL INFLICTION OF 

EMOTIONAL DISTRESS; 
10. VIOLATION OF PENAL CODE§ 32; 
ll. VIOLATION OF PENAL CODE 

§ 11166; 
12. VIOLATION OF PENAL CODE. 

§§ 273a(a). (b); 
13. RESERVED; 
14. NEGLIGENCE PER SE FOR 

STATUTORY \'JOLATIONS~ 
15. RESERVED; 
16. FRAUD AND DECEIT; 
17. PREMISES LIABILITY; 
18.-RESERVED. 

I Demand for Jury Trial} 
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!i 
:! 

Based upon infom1ation and belief available to Plaintiff at the time of the filing of this 

2 , Complaint, Plaintiff makes the following allegations: 
:; 

3 i! PARTIES 
!' 

4 i! l. PlaintiffREDACTED ("Plaintiff') is an adult male. Plainti ffwas a minor atthe time 
I; 

5 !i of the sexual abuse alleged herein. 

6 ;: 2. The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles (the "Archdiocese") is a corporation sole, 

7 !i authorized to conduct business and conducting business in the State of California, w~th its principal 

8 li place ofbusiness in Los Angeles, California. The Archdiocese has responsibility for Roman Catho lie 

9 i! Church operations in Los Angeles, Ventura, and Santa Barbara Counties, California. The Archdiocese 
'I 

l 0 !i is the archdiocese that employed Michael Wempe at the time he abused Plaintiff. ., 
:I 

11 \1 2.1 . St. Sebastian Catholic Church ("St. Sebastian")is a Roman Catholic school and/or parish 
il 

12 I! located in Santa Paula, California. St. Sebastian is the parish that employed Michael Wempe at the 
;I 

13 jj time he abused Plaintiff. 
ii 

14 1
1 

2.1.a. ArchdioceseofLos Angeles Education & Welfare Corporation (the "Archdiocese Education 
., 

1 5 i' Corporation') is a non-profit corporation authorized to conduct business and conducting business in 

16 · the State of California. with its principal place of business in Los Angeles. California. Plaintiff is 

17 ': informed and belie\•es. and on that basis alleges. that Defendant Archdiocese Education Corporation 

18 owned and/or controlled St. Sebastian at all times relevant. 

19 2.3 RESERVED. 

20 2.4 Michael W empc ("Wempe"). was at all times' relevant an ordained priest in the Roman 

21 Catholic Church. \\'empe sexually abqscd Plaintiff. During ihc dates of abuse, Wempe was a 

21 · practicing priest assigned to the Archdiocese. St. Sebastian. the Archdiocese Education Corporation,. 

23 and Docs I through l 00, and was under the direct supervision. employ and.:ontrol of the Archdiocese. 

24 St. Sebastian. the Archdiocese Education Corporation, and Docs I through 100. 

25 :\. Defendant Docs I through I 00, inclusive. arc individuals and;or business or corporate 

2<) entities incorporated in and or doing business in California whose true names ~md.capacitics arc 

2 7 unknown to Plaint ill who Lhcrcfon: sues such Jefcndarits by such fictitious names, and who will 

28 amend the Complaint to siK)w the true names and capacities of each such Doc defendant when 

2 
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I! 
ij 
II 
II ll ascertained. Each such Defendant Doe is legally responsible in some manner for the events, ,. 

2 I~ happenings and/or tortious and unlawful conduct that caused the' injuries and damages alleged in this 
" ~ i 

3 l' Complaint. The Archdiocese, St. Sebastian, the Archdiocese Education Corporation, Wempe, and 
!! 

4 l! Does 1 through I 00 are some times hereinafler referred to as the "Defendants." 
!I 

s;; 4. Each Defendant is the agent, servant and/or employee of oth~r Defendants, and each ,, 
6 :1 Defendant \vas acting within the course and scope ofhis, her or its authority as an agent, servant and/or 

d 
7 il employee of the other Defendants. Defendants, and each of them, .are individuals, corporations, 

8

9 

I partnerships and other entities which engaged in, joined in and conspired with the other wrongdoers 

in carrying out the tortious and unlawful activities described in this Complaint, and Defendants, and 

I 0 !l each of them, ratified the acts of the other Defendants as described in this Complaint. 

11 II BACKGROUND FACTS APPLICABLE TO ALL COUNTS 
ti 

12 ll 5. Plaintiff is informed and believes, and on that basis alleges, that Wempe, while he was an 

13 il ordained priest, was at all times mentioned herein an agent, employee, or servant of the Defendants, 
li 

14 !: andlorwasunderthejurisdiction and control oftheDefendants. Specifically, Plaintiffisinformed arid 
:i 

15 ~~ believes, and on that basis alleges, the following: 

16 := A. On or about April 30. 1966, Wempe was ordained a priest. At that time. Wempe 

17 was incardinated in the Archdiocese. 
;: 

' 18 ,. 
I B. On or about May 14, 1966, Wempe was assigned to St. John Chrysostom. 
,, 

19 !i Inglewood. 

20 d 
! C. On or about March 25, 1969, W~mpewas assigned to St.. Andrew, Pasadena. 

21 D. On or about September 2. 1969, Wempe was assigned to St. Rose of Lima, Simi 

22 Valley. 

23 E. On or about June II. 1973. Wempe was assigned to St. :ludc. Westlake Village. 

24 F. On or about June 17. I 1J77, Wempe was assigned to Sacred Heart, Ventura. 

25 G. . On or about Fchru:1ry 2(i, 1978, Wempe was assigned to tcuch at Paraclete High 

2(l School. Lancaster, with his residence at St. Mary C'hurch. Palmdale. 

27 H. On or about.luly 12. I 984. Wempe was assigned to St. Sebastian. a Catholic church 

28 L and school in S~nta Paula, Cali fomia, owned by and/or under the jurisdiction and control of the 

3 
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Archdiocese and/or the Archdiocese Education Corporation, where he was an employee. agent, a~d/or 

2 servant of the Archdiocese and/or the Archdiocese Education Corporation. 

l. On or about September 1. 1986, Wempe went on sabbatical to Vatican II Institute, 

4 ·· Menlo Park. 

5 J. On or about February 1. 1987, Wempe was assigned as aqrninistratorpro tern of St. 

6 :· Sebastian, a Catholic church and school in ·Santa Paula, C::alifomia, owned by and/or under the 

!; . 

!; 
II ;, ,, 

!; 

12 :: 
'· :i 

13 ;; 
:i 
;i 

14 : 

jurisdiction and control of the Archdiocese and/or the Archdiocese Education Corporation, where he 

was an employee, agent, and/or servant ofthe Archdiocese and/or the Archdiocese Education 

Corporation. 

K. On or about June 22, 1987, Wempe was assigned to Foundation House, SerJants 

of the Paraclete, Jemez Springs, New Mexico, a treatment center for pedophile priests .. 

L. On or about .T anuary 18, 1988; Wempe was assigned to Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 

as chaplain, and assigned to Jive at St. Ambrose, West Hollywood. 

M. On or about October 15, 1998, Wempe continued as chaplain at Cedars-Sinai, but 

15 ·; was assigned to live at Immaculate Heart of Mary, Los Angeles. 

16 N. On or about February 1. 2002, Wempe continued as chaplain at Cedars-Sinai, but 

17 was assigned to live at Cathedral Chapel. Los Angeles. 

18 

19 

20 6. 

0. 

P. 

In 2002, Wempe was granted early retirement. 

Wempe is currently being prosecuted for child molestation. 

Plaintiff is infom1ed and believes, and on that basis alleges, that Wempe molested minor 

21 parishioners and/or students from parishes and/or schools owned, operated, and controlled by the 

22 Defendants. Plaintiff is infom1cd and bcli~:\·l!s, and on that basis alleges, that Defendants were aware 

:n of: h<td notice oC and should. have known. or the molestations by Wempe-. For example. Plaintiff is 

24 in fanned and believes. and on that basis alleges. the following: 

:'\. Emplo)·ccs. agents. and or persons under the jurisdiction and control ofDefcndants 

2h s;m· boys going to \\'cmp~'s hcdrl10lll with him. 

'1-_, B. Employccs. agents. aml l~r persons under the jurisdiction and control ofDcfcmlants · 

2~ knew that bnys wcre spending the night in Wempe's bedroom with him. 

4 
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C. Parents complained to employees, agents, and/or persons under the jurisdiction and. 

control of Defendants about Wempe's activities with children. 

D. Wempe was moved from St. Andrew, Pasadena within six months of having been 

assigned there. Plaintiff is infonned and believes that a priest being removed from a parish so quickly 

is typically a response to complaints about that priest. 

E. Wempe was moved from Sacred Heart; Ventura, six months after having been 

assigned there, and wa~ sent to live in Palmdale. Plaintiff is infom1e'd and believes that a priest. being 

removed from a parish so quickly is typically a response to complaints about that priest. 

F. The employees, agents, and/or persons under the jurisdiction and control of 

Defendants were aware that Wempe had an unusual interest in minor boys, and had frequent 

unsupervised contact with children for extended periods of time. 

G. Many of the minor boys who were subjected to sexual abuse by Wempe reacted to 

the abuse in ways that should have made Defendants question the circumstances and motivation of 

Wempe's contact with minor boys.' The minor boys abused and molested by Wempe were young; 

impressionable and particularly vulnerable. 

7. Plaintiff is further infonned and believes, and on that basis alleges, that even though the 

Defendants knew and should have known that Wempe had molested and sexually abused minors, and 

even though the Defendants had actual and constructive knowledge of the molestations and sexual 

abuses, the Defendants CO\;ered up the molestations and abuses by Wempe, continued to hold Wempe 

out as a Catholic priest who could be trusted with minor parishioners and/orininor students. continued 

to allow Wempe to work with minor parishioners and/or minor students on a daily basis, and 

continued to move Wempe to diffcrc111 Catholic churches and/or schools within the Defendm1ts. and 

failed to supervise and/or monitor \\'cmpc tn ensure that be was not molesting minor parishioners and 

students again. 

Wempe's Ahusl' and Molestation of Plaintiff 

S. Plainli t'fwas born on July 9. 1971>, and is currently 25 years old. Plainti rrwas raised in the 

Roman Catholic Church. Pia inti IT ant! his tYuni ly were parishioners ut St. Sebastian, 

5 
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:t 

" !i 9. During the time that Wempe was assigned to St. Sebastian in Santa Paula, California, 
:, 

2 ;~ Wempe sexually abused and i11olested Plaintiff in or about the 1980s, when Plaintiff was a minor. The 
;; 
J: 3 acts of sexual abuse and molestation included, but were not limited to, fondling of buttocks {skin to 

4 skin), oral copulation of minor, digital anal penetration of minor. pre-sexual grooming, and other 
,j 

5 1! things. 

61ill0. 
7 ,! 10.1 

li 
8 !' 11. 

RESERVED. 

·RESERVED. 

As a direct result of the wrongfui conduct alleged herein, Plaintiff suffered, and continues 

91 to suffer, great pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional 

· 10 I[' 
REDACTED i 

distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, humiliation, and loss of enjoyment oflif~; has 

ll ll suffered and continues to suffer spiritually; was prevented and wil1 continue to be prevented from· 
;. 
I' 

12 '1 

t: 
!i 

13 il 
I! ,. 

14 H 

performing his daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment oflife; has sustained and continues 

to sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity; and/or has incurred and will continue to incur 

expenses for medical and psychological treatment, therapy. and counseling. 

15< 11.1 

16 

17 

18 12. 

19 13. 

RESERVED. 

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION 
(Childhood Sexual Abuse) 
(Against All Defendants) 

Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs ofthis Complaint as if fully set forth herein. 

Wempe engaged in unpermitted, hannful and.offensive sexual conduct and contact 

20 upon the person ofPiaintiff. Said conduct was undertaken while Wempe was an employee, volunteer. 

21 . representative. or agent ofDefendants. while in the course and scope of employment with Defendants. 

22 . 14. Prior to or durin~ the abuse alleued abo·,·c, Defendants kne\v, had reason to know, or 'vere 
~ ~ . . 

13 ot herwisc on notice of unlawful sexual conduct by Wempe. Defendants fai-led to take reasonable steps 

24 and failed to implement rcasonabk saCcguards to avoid acts of unlawful sexual conduct in the future 

25 by Wempe. including. but not limited tn, preventing or avoiding placement of Wempe in fi.tnctions or 

2(• c1wironmcms in which contact with children was an inherent part of those functions or environments. 

· 27 Furthl.!rmorc. at no time during the periods of time alleged did Defendants have in place a system or 

2~ 

6 
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procedure to supervise and/or monitor employees, volunteers, representatives, or agents to insure that 

2 they 9id not molest or abuse minors in Defendants' care, including the P'laintiff. 

3 15. As a result of the above-described conduct, Plaintiff.has suffered. and continues to suffer 

4 :_ great pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, 
.. 
I 

5 embarrassment, Joss of self-esteem, disgrace, humiliation, and loss of enjoyt_nent of life; has suffered .. 
6 ·I and continues to suffer spiritually; was prevented and.willcontinue to be pre\'ented from perfo~ing 

:; 

7 
l; 
:: 
h 

8 !i , .. 

li 
9 i! 

i! ,. 
l.i. 10 n ,, 

ll ·I ,. 
!; 

12 
.. 
I .. 
" i' 

13 ~! 

" :: 
14 

.. 

15 
i ~ 

H 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

.,.., 

2:0 

24 

25 

2(J 

27 

28 

Plaintiffs daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment oflife; has sustained and will continue to 

sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity; and/or has incurred and will continue to incur expenses 

for medical and psychological. treatment, therapy, and counseling. 

i5.l RESERVED. 

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION 
(Negligence) 

(Against All Defendants) 

16. 

17 . 

Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs ofthis Complaint as iffully set forth herein. 

Defendants had a duty to protect the minor.Plaintiffwhen he was entrusted to their care by 

Plaintifrs parents. Plaintiffs care, welfare, and/or physical custody was temporarily entrusted to 

Defendants. Defendants voluntarily accepted the entrusted care of Plaintiff. As such, Defendants · 

owed Plaintiff, a min~r child, a special duty of care, in addition to a duty of ordinary care, and owed 

Plaintiff the higher duty of care that adultsdealing with children owe to protect them from ham1. 

18. Defendants, by and through their .agents. servants and employees, knew or reasonably 

should have known of Wempe's dangerous and exploitive propensities andior that Wempe was an 

unfit ag.cnt. lt \vas foreseeable that if Defendants did not adequately exercise or provide the duty of 

care owed to children in their caJ"c. includin!!. but not limited to Plaintiff. the children entrusted to 
~ . 

Defendants' care would be vulm:rablc to sexual abuse by Wempe. 

19. · Defendants breached their duty or care to the minor Plaintiff by allowing Wempe 

to cnmc into contact \Vith the minor Plaintiff without supervision; by failing to adequately hire. 

supervise. or retai 11 W cmpc \\·ho they penni !led and ·cmlblcd ·to have access tL) Plainti n; by failing to 

invcstigatl.' or otherwise conlirmonkny such facts about Wempe; by failing to tell or concealing from 

Plainli ff. Pluinti ITs parents, guardians. or Ia\\' enforcement o tlicials that Wempe was or may have been 

7 
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1! sexually abusing minors; by failing to tell or concealing from Plaintiffs parents, guardians, or law 

'i 
2 ,! enforcement officials that Plaintiff was or may have been sexually abused after Defendants knew or 

!! 
3 ~~ had reason to know that Wempe may have sexually abused Plaintiff, thereby enabling Plaintiff to 

4 ji continue to·be endangered and sexually abused, and/or creating the circumstance where Plaintiff was 
:I 

5 I! less likely to receive medical/mental health care and treatment, thus exac~rbating the ham1 done to 
!i 

6 :i Plaintiff; and/or by holding out W~mpe to the Plaintiff and his parents or guardians as being in good 
ji 

7 jl standing and trustworthy. ·Defendants cloaked within the facade of nom1alcy Defendants' and/or 

8 Wempe's contact and/or actions with the Plaintiff and/or with other minors who were victims of 

9 Wempe, and/or disguised the nature of the sexual abuse and contact. 

10 20. As a result ofthe above-described conduct, Plaintiff has suffered, and continues to suffer 
. I 

11 I! great pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, 
II 
il 

12 H embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, humiliation, and loss of enjoyment oflife; has suffered 
II 

13 1! and continues to suffer spiritually; was prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing 

14 II Plaintiffs daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment oflife; has sustained and will continue to 
H •' . 15 ~~ sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity; and/or has incurred and will continue to inc.ur expenses 

16 'i for medical and psychological treatment, therapy, and counseling. 
l: 

17 .; 
!I 

18 it . 
H 

19 i' 21. 
;; 

20 '· 22. 

THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION 
(Negligent Supervision/failure to Warn) 

(Against All Defendants) 

Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this Complaint as if fully set forth herein. 

· Defendants had a duty to provide reasonable supervision ofWempe; to use reasonable care 

21 in itivestigating Wempe: and to provide adequate waming to the Plaintiff. the Plaintiffs family, minor 

12 students. and minor parishioners of Wempe's dangerous propensities and unfitness. 

2J 23. Defendants. by and through their agents. servants and employees. knew or reasonably . 

2-+ should ha,·c known of Wempe's dangt::roils and exploitive propensities and/or that Wempe was an 

2:'i unlit agent. ·Despite such knmvkdgc. Defendants negligently failed ttl. supervise Wempe in the 

::!<1 position or trust and authority as a Roman Catholic Priest, religious instructor .. counselor. school 

27 administrator. school tcachcr. surTogatc parent, spiritual mentor, emotional mentor. and/or other 

28 uuthorit~· ligurc. whet:c he was able to commit the wrongful acts against the Plaintiff. Dcfcndams 

8 
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ii 
I· ,, 
ii 
•I 
ii !1 failed to provide reasonable supervision of Wempe, failed to use reasonable care in investigating 
H ,, 

2 ;~ Wempe, and failed to provide adequate waming t? Plaintiff and Plaintiffs family of Wempe's 

3 iJ dangerous propensities and unfitness. Defendants furthei:failed to take reasonable measures to prevent 

6 ,, 
ji 
jl 

7 [I 

! ·s 

1: I 
REDACTED ;I 

11 I 
li 

12 'I 
. II 
13' 

II 

1411 
~I 

future sexual abuse. 

24. As a result of the above-described conduct, Plaintiff has suffered_, and continues to suffer 

great pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, 

embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, humiliation, and loss of enjoyment of life; has suffered 

and .continues to suffer spiritually; was prevented and will continue to be prevented from performing 

Plaintiffs daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment oflife; has sustained and will continue to 

sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity; and/or has incurred and will continue to incur expenses 

for medical and psychological treatment, therapy, and counseling. 

FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
(Negligent Hiring/Retention) 

{Against All Defendants) 

25. Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this Complaint as if fully set forth herein. 

26. Defendants had a duty to not hire and/or retain Wempe, and other employees, agents, 

16 volunteers. and other representatives, given Wempe's dangerous and exploitive propensities. 

17. 27. Defendants, by and through their agents, sen'ants and employees, knew or reasonably 
;; 

18 ;[ should have known ofWempe's dangerous and exploitive propensities and/or that \\"empe was an 

19 ll unfit agent. Despite such knowledge, Defendants negligen~1y hired and/or ~etained Wempe in the 

20 

21 

22 

24 

position of trust and authority as a Roman Catholic Priest, religious instructor. counselor. school 

administrator. scbool teacher. surrogate parent, spiritual mentor. emotional mentor. and/or other 

authority figure, where he was able to commit the wrongful acts against the Plaimiff. Defendants 

failed to usc reasonable care in in\'cstigating Wempe and failed to prov-ide adequate warning to 

Plaintiff and Plaimiffs family of Wempe's dangerous propensities and unfitness. Deti:ndants further 

failed to take reasonable measures to pn.!\·cni future sexual ahusc. 

:2(1 28. As a result of the abovc-tks.:ribetl conduct. Plaintiff has sul"fcrcd, and continues to sulli:r 

27 great pain or mind and body. shock, emotional distress. physical mani l\.:swtions of Cl1lL1tional distress. 

28 embarrassment, loss of sci r-estccm, disgrace, humiliation, and loss or cnjoymcm 0 r I i fc: has Stl ffcrcd 
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and continues to suffer spiritually; was prevented and will continue to be prevented from perfomting 

Plai~tiffs daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life; has sustained and will continue to 

sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity; artd/or has incurred and wilt continue to incur expenses 

for medical and psychological treatment, therapy, and counseling. 

FIFTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
(Fraud) 

·(Against all Defendants) 

29. Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs ofthis Complaint as if fully set forth herein. 

30. Defendants knew and/or had reason to know of the sexual misconduct of Wempe. 

31. Defendants misrepresented, concealed or failed to disclose information relating to 

sexual misconduct ofWempe as described herein, and that Defendants continued to misrepre:;ent, 

conceal, and fail to disclose information ~elating to sexual misconduct ofW empe as described herein. 

32. Defendants knew that they misrepresented, concealed or failed to disclose information 

relating to sexual misconduct of Wempe. 

33. Plaintiff justifiably relied upon Defendants for information relating to sexual misconduct 

of Wempe. 

34. Defendants. with the intent to conceal and defraud, did misrepresent. conceal or fail to 

disclose infonnation relating to the sexual misconduct of Wempe. 

35. As a direct result ofDefendants' fraud, Plaintiffhas suffered. and continues to suffer great 

pain of mind and body. shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional di~tress, 

embarrassment. loss of self-esteem, disgrace. humiliation, and loss of enjoyment of life: has suffered 

and continues to suffer spiritually: was prevented and will continueto be prevei1ted from perfom1ing 

Plaintiffs daily activities and obtaining thl! full enjoyment ofl.ifc: has sustained and will eontinue to 

sustain loss ofcaming.s and curning capacity: and/or has incurred and wi n-continuc to incur expenses 

for medical and psychological u·catJi1C!H. therapy. and counseling. 

3(>. In addition. \\·hen Pbintitl finally discm·crcd the fraud or Defendants. ilnd continuing. 

thereatkr. Plaillli IT o:pericnccd rcCUITI.!llCCS or the above-described injuries.. In addition, when 

Pia inti rr finally tliscown:d the li·autl or Dcfcm!ants. and continuing thcrcaller. Plainti IT experienced 

ex tn:mc and scn:rc mental ami emotional distress that Plainti ffhad been the victini of the Defendants' 
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fraud; that Plaintiff had not been able to help other minors being molested because of the fraud; and 

2 ;: that Plaintiffhad not been able because of the fraud to receive timely medical treatment needed to deal 
,. 

3 :· with the problems Plaintiff had suffered and continues to suffer as a result of the molestations. 

' 
4 :. 36.1 RESERVED. 

5 I· 
·i 

6 '·· 
i: 

7 :: 

SIXTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
(Fiduciary/Confidential Relationship Fraud· 

And Conspiracy to Commit Fraud) 
(Against All Defendants) 

il 37. 
8 ·' 

Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this Complaint as if fully set forth herein. 

91138. 
_ II to Plaintiff, Plaintiff was vulnerable to Wempe. Wempe sought Plaintiff out, and was empowered by 

Because ofPlaintiff s young age, and because ofthe statl1S ofWempe as an authority figure : 

REDACTED I 0 I! 

11 
![ and accepted Plaintiffs vulnerability. Plaintiffs vulnerability also prevented Plaintiff from effectively 

I; protecting himself. 
12 i: ,-

J! 39. ~y holding Wempe out as a qualified Roman Catholic clergy, religious instructor, 
13 \! 

1: counselor, school administrator, school teacher, surrogate parent, spiritual mentor, emotional mentor, 
14 ; 

! and/or other authority figure, and by undertaking the religious and/or secular instruction and spiritual 
15 ::-

16 

17 

18 . 

19 

10 

21 

.21 

i'' 
--~ 

24 

25 

27 

28 

and emotional counseling of Plaintiff. Defendants entered into a fiduciary and1or confidential 

relationship with the minor Plaintiff. 

40. Having a fiduciary and/or confidential relationship, Defendants had the duty to obtain and 

disclose infonnation relating to sexual mi.sconduct of Wempe. 

4\_ Defendants misrepresented, concealed or failed to disclose intbm1ation relating to sexual 

misconduct ofWempe, and that Defendants continued to misrepresent, conceal. and failed to disclose 

information relating to sexual misconductof\Vcmpc as described herein . 

42. Defendants knew that th~-y mi::rcprcscnted. conccakd or 1~1ilcd to disclose information 

relating to sexual misconduc!t)f v:cmpc. 

43. PlaintifTjustilialily rdicd upon lkfcndunts for information relating_ to sexual misconduct 

44. Defendants. in conc<:r1 \\·ith each nthcr and with the intent to toi\L'l!al :IIlLI dcl'raud. conspired 

and came to a meeting. or the minds wlK-r<:hy they would misrepresent. ctmccal or f:1ilto disclose 

infonnation relating to the sexual misconduct of Wempe. 
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'' 45. By so concealing. Defendants committed at least one act in furtherance of the conspiracy . 

2 
. , 
·I 
·' " 3 !I 
,. 

4 ii ;, ., 
'I 

5 'I \, 
il 

" 6 il 
·j 

\! 
•' 

7 'I I· 
!l 

8 

r 9 II 
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12 ;; 
ti ,, 

13 i! 
·i 
:i 

14 i! ,, 

15 
i; 
·, 

16 

17 

18 " 

46. As a direct result ofDefendants' fraud and conspiracy, Plaintiffhas suffered, and continues 

to suffer great pain of mind and body. shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotional 

distress, embarrassment, Joss of self-esteem. disgrace, humiliation, and Joss of enjoyment oflife; has. 

suffered and continues to suffer spiritually; was prevented and will contii!ue to be prevented from 

perfom1ing Plaintiffs daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life; has sustained andwill 

continue to sustain loss of eamings and earning capacity; and/or has incurred and will continue to incur 

expenses for medical and psyctiologicaltreatment, therapy, and counseling. 

47. In addition, when Plaintiff finally discovered the fraud of Defendants, and continuing 

thereafter, Plaintiff experienced recurrences of the above-described injuries. In addition, when 

Plaintiff final1y disco~ered the fraud of Defendants, and continuing thereafter, Plaintiff experienced 

extreme and severe mental a.nd emotional distress that Plaintiffhad been the victim ofthe Defendants' 

fraud; that Plaintiff had not been able to help other minors being molested because of the fraud; and 

that Plaintiffhad not been able because ofthe fraud to receive timely medical treatment needed to deal 

with the problems Plaintiffhad suffered and continues to suffer as a result of the molestations. 

47.'1 RESERVED. 

SEVENTH CAUSE OF ACTiON 
(Breach of Fiduciary Duty And/or Confidential Relationsllip) 

(Against All Defe .. dants) 

19 48. Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this Complaint as if fully set forth herein. 

Because ofPlaintitTs yo\mg age. and because of the status ofWempcas an authority figure 20 49. 

21 to Plainti IT. Plaintiff \Vas vu lncrabk to W cmpc. Wempe sought Plaintiff out. and was empowered by 

,., and accepted Plainti ITs Yulncrahility. Plaintiff's vulnerability also prevented Plaintifffron1.eflcctively 

23 prlHCcting himscl C 

24 :"ill. By holding Wl.!mp..:. out as a (.jll:tlilicd Roman Catholic clergy. rcligiou::;, r\!ligious 

25 · i nstrucwr. counselor. school administrutor. school teacher, surrogate parent. spiritual mc·ntor. 

2(, cmotionalm!.!ntor. and 1or any other authority figure, and by undertaking the religious and/or secular 

2 7 instruct it111 and spiritLwl and tlr emotional counseling ofPiainti ff. Dclct1dants c!llcrcd into a fiduciary 

2i\ ami/or contidential relationship with the minor Plaintiff. 
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!i 

;, 51. Defendants and each ofthem breached their fiduciary duty to Plaintiff by engaging in the 

2 negligent and wrongful conduct described herein. 

4 
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As a direct result of Defendants' breach of their fiduciary duty, Plaintiff has suffered, and 

continues to suffergreat pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestations of. 

emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, humiliatio~. and loss of enjoyment 

of life; has suffered and continues to suffer spiritually; was prevented and will continue to be 

prevented from perfom1ing Plaintiffs daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of lif~; has 

sustained and will continue to sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity; and/or has incurred and 

will continue to incur expenses for medical and psychological treatment, therapy, and counseling. 

52.1 RESERVED. 

EIGHTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
(Negligent Failure to Warn, Train, or Educate Plaintiff)' 

(Against All Defendants) 

Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs ofthis Complaint as iffully set forth herein. 

Defendants breached their duty to take reasonable protective measures to protect Plaintiff 

15 ,; and other minor parishioners and/or students from the risk of childhood sexual abuse by Wempe, such 

13 j; 53, 
,, 

14 :I 
54. 

16 as the failure to properly wam, train. or educate Plaintiff and other minor parishioners and/or students 

17 about how to avoid such a risk. pursuant to .Juarez v. Boy Scouts of America. Inc., 97 Cal. Rptr. 2d 

18 12, 81 Cal. App. 4th 377 (2000). 

19 55. As a result of the abo\'e-describcd conduct, Plaintiff has suffered. and continues to suffer 

20 

21 

great pain of mind and body. shock. emotional distress, physical n1anifestations of emotional distress, 

embarrassment. loss of self-esteem. disgrace. humiliation, and Joss of enjoyment oflife; has suffered 

and continues to suffer spiritually: was prc\"cntcd and will continue to be pt'C\·cntcd from perfom1ing 

13 . Plaintiff's daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life; has sustained and will continue to 

24 . sust;lin loss of camings und earning. capacity: and/or has incurred and will continue to incur expenses 

25 for medical and psychological tn::.l\ment. therapy. and counseling. 

2C1 :\INTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
(lnlt:ntional Infliction of Emotional Distress) 

27 {Against All Defendants) 

Plaint i IT incorpnrates all paragraphs Of this Complaint as i frully set forth herein. 
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57. Defendants' conduct was extreme and outrageous and was intentional or done recklessly. 

2 58. As a result ofDefendants' conduct, Plaintiff experienced and continues to experience severe 

3 emotional distress resulting in bodily ham1 .. 

4 1 59. As a result of the above-described conduct, Plaintiff has suffered, and continues to suffer 
i! 

5 il great pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress, physical manifestati_ons of emotional distress, 
·' 

6 :1 embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, humiliation, and loss of enjoyment oflife; has suffered 

7 ;i 
I. 

8 jl 

911 
li 

. 10 /1 
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20 
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and continues to suffer spiritually; was prevented and will continue to be prevented from perfonning 

Plaintiffs daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life; has sustained and will continue to 

susta~n loss of earnings and eaming capacity; and/or has incurred and will continue to incur expenses 

for medical and psychological treatment, therapy, and counseling. 

59.1 RESERVED. 

TENTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
(Violation of Penal Code§ 32} 

(Against All Defendants} · 

Plaintiffincorporates all paragraphs ofthis Complaint as if fully set forth herein. 

Defendants' acts described herein violate California Penal Code ~ 32 in that Defendants 

harbored. concealed and/or aided Wempe after Wempe had committed a felony, with the intent that 

60. 

61. 

Wempe might a\·oid or escape arrest. trial, conviction and/or punishment. and Defendants haYing 

knowledge that Wempe had committed a felony. 

61. Defendants continue to violate California Penal Code § 32 because of their continued 

actions in harboring. concealing. and aiding Wempe. 

63. Plaintiff was within the class of persons to be protected by Penal Code§ 32. 

6-+. As ;1 result ofth~ abovc-dcscrihcd conduct. Plaintiffhns suffered. and continues to suffer 

great pain ol'mind and body. shock, emotional distress, physical manifcst;ttions of emotional distress . 

emh:massmcnt. loss ofsclf~l!::;\ccm. disgrace. humiliation, and loss or cnjoymcll\ of life~ has SLIITcrcd 

and continues tl1 suffer spiritually; was pn.:n.:nted and '''ill continue to be pr~\'clllcd rmm perfom1ing. 

Plainti ITs daily act j,·itics ami t1btaining the fi.lll enjoyment ofli fc; has sustaincLI and will continue to 

2 7 sustain h1ss or .:arnings am.l earning capacity~ and/or has incurred and wi II Ctlntinue to incur c:-:pcns~:s 

28 ror medical and psychological treatment, therapy, and counseling. 
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i: 64 .. 1 RESERVED. 

2 ELEVENTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
(Violation of Penal Code§ 11166) 

(Against All Defendants) 

41; 65. Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this Complaint as if fully set forth herein. 
!! 

5 ;: 66. Under the Child Abuse and Neglect Reporting Act, Defendan~s, by and through their 

6 .: employees and agents, were "child care custodians" and were "cl.ergy members" under a statutory duty 
i ~ 

7 !t to report known or suspected incidences of sexual molestation or abuse of minors to a child protective 

8 !I agency, pu"uant to California Penal Code § 11164. 

9 1 67. Defendants knew, or should have known in the exercise of reasonable diligence, that 

10 } Wempe had sexually molested, abused, or caused touching, battery, harm and other injuries to 
li 

1 I :i Plaintiff, who was a minor, and to other minors, giving rise to a duty to report such conduct under 
ii 

12 I! § 11166 of the California Penal Code. 
li 
li 13 :J 68. By failing to report the continuing molestations known by Defendants, and each of them, 

'/: 
~! 

14 ;: 
.. 

15" il 
., 

16 

17 

18 

19 

and by ignoring the fulfillment of the mandated compliance with the reporting requirements prO\;ided 

under ·california Penal Code § 11166, Defendants created the risk and danger contemplated by the 

Child Abuse and Neglect Reporting Act. and as a result. unreasonably and wrongfully exposed 

Plaintiff and other minors to the molestation as alleged herein, thereby breaching Defendants' duty of 

care to P lai nti ff. 

69. Plaintiff was ofthe class of persons for whose protection Califomia Penal Code§ 11166 

20 .' was specifically adopted to protect. 

21 70. Had Defendants adequately pcrfonncd their duties under§ Ill b6 of the Culifomia Penal 

'\') Code. nnd reported the molestatil1n ofPlainti ff and other mii10rs. the report \\Wtld have resulted i Ill he 

23 involvement of trained child sexual abuse case workers for the purposcs-ol· preventing harm and 

further harm to Plaintiff and other minors. and preventing anti/or treating the it~iurics and damages 

suffered by Plaintiff as alleged hcrl'in. 

2(1 71. As a proximate result o I'Dd~ndants· failure tolollow the mandatory r,;porting requirements 

:l.7 orCalili.1rnia Penal Code~ Ill C16,thc lk!'l!ntlants wrongJully dcnicd ;uid rcslri.:tcd Plaintifrand other 

28 minors [rom the protection () r child protection <igcncics which would han.! changetltllc then-existing. 
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arrangements and conditions. which provided the access and opportunities for the molestation of 

Plaintiff. 

72. The physical, mental, and emotional damages and injuries resulting from the sexual 

molestation ofPlaintiffalleged herein, were the types of occurrences and injuries the Child Abuse and 

Neglect Reporting Act was designed to prevent. 

73. Defendants continue to violate these statutory sections because of their continued failure 

to report the abuse known to them. 

74. As a result of the above-described conduct, Plaintiff has suffered, and continues to suffer 

great pain of mind and body, shock, emotional distress,. physical manifestations of emotional distress, 

embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, humiliation, and loss of enjoyment oflife; has suffered 

and continues to suffer spiritually; was p.revented and will continue to be prevented from performing 

Plaintiff's daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment oflife; has sustained and will continue to 

sustain loss of earnings and earning capacity; and/or has incurred and will continue to incur expenses 

for medical and psychological treatment, therapy, and counseling. 

15 . 74.1 RESERVED. 

16 

17 

TWELFrH CAUSE OF ACTION 
(Violation of Penal Code§§ 273a(a), (b)) 

(Against All Defendants) · 

18 75. Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs ofthis Complaintas if fully set forth herein. 

19 76. Under circumstances or conditions likely to produce great bodily haml or death. the 

20 

21 

.,., 
,, 
-·' 

Defendants willfully cat1scd or pcn11ittcd the Plaintiff to suffer, or inflicted thcr~on unjusti fiablc 

physical pain or mental sulfcring, or having the care or custody of the Plaintiff. willfully caused or 

permitted the person or health ofth~ Plaintiff to ~1c injured, or willfully caused or pcm1ittcd the 

.Plainti!Tto be placed in a situation when~ the Plaintiffs pcrst1n or health was cndangcn.xL in violation 

ot' Cali rnmia Penal Code * 2i ~a( a). 

2:' 77. Llmkr circutnstances or conditions other than those likely to produce g.n.~ut hodi ly h:mn 

Llr Lkath. tilL· Defendants willt"ully caused or pcrmiltcd the PlaintiiT to sutTer. or intlictcd thereon 

unjusti ftabk physical pain or 111\.'lltal su!Tcring. or ha\'ing the cure or custody L)rthc.: Plaint ill\\" illfully 

caused or pcnnittcd the person nr health of the Plainti IT to be injured, or wi II fully caused or permitted 
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the Plaintiff to be placed in a situation where the Plaintifrs person or health may be ci1dangcrcd, in 

2 violation of California Penal Code§ 273a(b), 

3 :: 78. 

4 :; 79. 

Plaintiff was within the class of persons to be protected by Penal Code~§ 273a(a). (b). 

As a result of the above-described conduct, Plaintiffhas suffered, and continues to suffer 

5 great pain of mind and body, shock, ernotional distress, physical manifestati~ns of emotional distress. 

6 · embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, humiliation, and loss of enjoyment oflife; has suffered 

7 :; and co11tinues to suffer spiritually; was prevented and will continue to be prevented from perfolllling 

8 ii Plaintiffs daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment oflife; has sustained and will continue to 
j! 

9 ;; sustain loss of earnings and eaming capacity; and/or has incurred al)d will continue to incur expenses 
il 

10 E for medical and psychological treatment; therapy, and counseling. 

1 I 79.1 

12 

13 i 
80. 

14. 
81. 

15 
82. 

16 
83. 

17 
84. 

18 
85. 

19 
86. 

10 
87. 

11 
88. ,.., 
89. 

2~ 
90. 

24 

25 

2Cl 
91. 

27 
n. 

2!\ 

RESERVED. 

RESERVED . 

RESERVED. 

RESERVED. 

RESERVED. 

RESERVED. 

RESERVED. 

RESERVED. 

RESERVED. 

RESERVED. 

RESERVED. 

RESERVED. 

THIRTEENTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
(Reserved) 

F<>rRTEE:'\TH CAUSE OF ACTIO!' 
C'\egligence Per Sc .for Statutory \'iolations) 

(Against All l>efcndants) 

Plainti lT incoqwr;ttv-. all para_:!raphs of this C't)mplaint as it' fully sct l'urtb hercin. 

:\tall times t1l' StllllL'lllllL'S herL·in m<:ntioncd, there \\(IS In full li.m:c and errect Pcnall'odc 

17 

254850 

RCALA 011532 

., 
·' 

CCI 003487 



'-c:: 

"' Q,l 
C,j 

r.:: .... c 
~ 
"; 

RCALA 011533 

-l 
·i .. r 

§§ 32; 11166; 273a; 266j; 285; 286(b)(L) & (2); 286(c); 288(a) & (b); 288a(b)(l) & (2); 288a(c); 

1 289(h). (i} & (i); 64 7.6; or any prior laws ofCalifomia ofsitnilarcffect at the time these acts described 

3 herein were committed. These laws made unlawful certain acts relating to the sexual abuse of minors. 

4 93. At the times mentioned herein. Defendants were in violation of the aforesaid statutes in 

5 doing the acts set forth herein. 

6 94. Plaintiff was within the class of persons to be protected by Penal Code§§ 32; 11166; 

7 273a; 266j; 285; 286(b)(l) & (2); 286(c); 288(a) & (b); 288a(b)(l) & (2); 288a(c); 289(h), (i) & U); 

8 .. 647.6; or any prior laws of California of similar effect at the time these acts described herein were 
:i 

9 :! committed. 

REDACTED 10 :; 95. As a result of the above-described conduct, Plaintiff has suffered, and continues to suffer 
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great pain o fmind and body, shock; emotional distress, physical manifestations of emotio.nal distress, 

embarrassment, loss of self-esteem, disgrace, humiliation, and loss of enjoyment oflife; has suffered 

and continues to suffer spiritually; was prevented and will continue to be prevented from perfom1ing 

Plaintiffs daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment oflife; has sustained and will continue to 

. sustain Joss of earnings and earning capacity; and/or has incurred and will continue to incur expenses 

for medical and psychological treatment, therapy, and counseling. 

%. 

97. 

%. 

<N. 

I 110. 

)Ill. 

Jtl2. 

RESERVED. 

RESERVED. 

RESERVED. 

RESERVED. 

RESERVED. 

RESERVED. 

RESERVED. 

FIFTEENTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
(Reserved) 

SIXTEENTH CAUSE OF ACTJOt'i 
(Fraud and Deceit) 

{Against all Dcfendnnts) 

)113. J>lai 11\ i rr incoq1ora\L'::; a II paragrnphs 0 r this Complaint a:; i r rull y Sl.!l ft)rth hcn:i 11. 

lO-t Wempe held himsclrout to Plaintiff as a Roman Catholic Priest. religious 
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instructor~ counselor, school administrator, school teacher, surrogate parent, spiritual mentor, 

emotional mentor, and/or other authority figure. Wempe represented to Plaintiff and Plainti fr s parents 

that he would counsel and guide Plaintiff with his educational, spiritual, and emotional needs. I 05. 

These representations were made by Wempe with the intent and forthepurposc of 

inducing Plaintiff and Plair1tifrs parents to entrust the educational, spiritual and physical wellbeing 

of Plaintiff with Wempe. 

106. Wempe misrepresented, concealed or failed to disclose information relating to his 

true intentions to Plaintiff and Plaintifrs parents when they entrusted Plaintiff to his care, which were 

to sexually molest and abuse Plaintiff. Plaintiff justifiably relied upon Wempe's representations. . ' . . . 

107. Wem.pc was an employee, agent, and/or representative of Defendants. At the time 

he fraudulently induced Plaintiff and Plaintiffs parents to entrust the care and physical welfare of 

Plaintiff·to Wempe, Wempe was acting within the course and scope of his employment with 

Defendants. 

108. 

. 109. 

Defendants arc vicariously liable for the fraud and deceit ofWempe. 

As aresult of the aboYe-described conduct, Plaintiff has suffered. and continues to suffer 

16 great pain of mind and body. shock. emolional distress, physical manifestations of emotional distress, 

I 7 embarrassment. loss of sci !'-esteem. disgrace. humiliation, and loss of cnjo~1nent oflife; has suffered 

I 8 and continues to suffer spiritually; was prevented and will continue to be prevented. from perfon11ing 

19 Plaintiffs daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment of life; has sustained and will continue to 

20 . sustain loss ofcamings and earning capacity: and/or has incurred and will continue to incur expenses 

21 . for medical and psychological treatment, therapy. and counseling. 

II I I o. In addition. when Plaimi IY finally discovered the fraud or Defendants. and continuing 

2~ thcrcHflcr., Plaintiff cxpcriL'Jh.'t.:d r~Lllt1"t:nccs of lhc aboYc-dc.scribcd injuries. In nddition~ \\"hen 

2-l Pluintilrf'tnally disco\'~n.:d thi..' rraud t'i'Deti.:ndants. and continuing thi..'ri..'alkr. PlaimitTcxpcricnccd 

2:" I..' X 1r..:m..: and s..:q:re mental and L'lllllllnnal distress that PlaimitThad bet:n the \·ictim o fthe Defendants· 

2<) fraud: that Plainti!Thad not been ahk tn help other minors hcing mnk::'tl..'d bee~IUSI..' o!'thi..' fraud: and 

27 that Plainti!Yhad not been ahh: hc~·;lus~·n!"tlll.: rraud to nx:L"ivc tim~.:ly nlL·dit:altrl..'atmt.:nt nccdt.:d to tkal 

:ZX 'with the problems Plaintilfhad sulkrt.:d and continues to surfer as a result l'fthc molestations: 

19 
COI\11'1.A 1:-.:T 
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SEVENTEENTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
(Premises Liability) 

(Against All Defendants) 

RCALA 011535 

4 111. Plaint! ff incorporates all paragraphs of this Complaint as if fully set forth herein. 

5 112. At all times herein mentioned, Defendants were in possession of the property where the 

·6 Plaintiff was groomed and assau 1 ted by Wempe. and had the tight to manage, use and control that property. 

7 : 113. At all times herein mentioned, Defendants knew that Wempe had a history of committing 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

" I• 
:I 
" "! 
i 
i 

: ~ 

I 
., 

sexual assaults against children, and that any child at, among other locations, schools and parishes 

owned by and under the jurisdiction and control of Defendants, was at risk to be sexually assaulted 

by Wempe. 

114. Defendants knew or should have known that, among other locations, schools and parishes 

owned by and under the jurisdiction and control ofDefendants had a history of sexual assaults against 

children committed by Wempe and that any child at, among other locations. schools and parishes 

ovmed by and under the jurisdiction and control of Defendants, was at risk to be sexually assaulted. 

·It was foreseeable to Defendants that Wempe would sexually assault children if they continued to 

16 allow Wempe to teach. supervise. instruct. care for. and have custody and control of andior contact 

17 . with children. 

I 8 115. At all times herein mentioned. Defendants knew or should ha\·e known Wempe ,,·as : 

19 repeatedly committing sexual assaults against children. 

20 ll (J. It was foreseeable to Defendants that the sexual assaults being committed by Wempe 

21 \\'Otlld continue if Defendants continued to allo,,· Wcmpc.to teach. StiiKTYisc. instruct. care for. and 

ha,·c custody or and/or contact with young chi ldn:n. 

117. Because it \\·as ti.Jt\~SL'Cabk that the sexual assaults hcin):! Clltt1miucd by \\'cmpc \H1uld 

cominuc i !'Defendants continued to all\1\\' him to teach. supcr\'isc, instruct. care for. and haYc custody 

or aml;or contact with \'lHII1!.! l'hildrcn. Di.!lCnthl11lS mnxl a duiv or care to all children. inl'luditH~ . ~ ... . .. 
Plaintiff: ·C.'\poscd to \\'cmpt:. D~:t'cndants ;llso nwcd a hcig.htciH:d duty nr L·arc to all children. 

including l'lainti rr. because ll r their young ug~. 

20 
COMPl.A I ~T 
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118. By allowing Wempe_ to teach, supervise, instrocl, care for, and have custody of and/or 

contact with young children. and by failing to warn children and their families ofthc threat posed by 

Wempe, Defendants breached their duty of care to all children. including Plaintiff. 

119. Defendants negligently used and inanaged, among other locations, schools and parishes 

owned by and under the j1,1risdiction and control ofDefendants, and created a ~angcrous condition and 

an unreasonable risk ofham1 to children by allowing Wempe to teach, super•ise, instruct, care for and 

have custody of and/or c~ntact with young children at, among other locations, schools and parishes 

owned by and under the jurisdiction and control of Defendants. 

120. As a result ofthe dangerous conditions created byDefendants, numerous children were 

:;exually assatdted oy We~pe. 

121. The dangerous conditions created by .Defendants were the proximate cause of Plaintiffs 

injuries and damages. 

122. As a result of these dangerous conditions, Plaintiffhas suffert;:d. and continues to suffer 

. great pain of mind and body, shock. emotional distress, physical manifestations ofeinotional distress, 

embarrassment, loss of self-esteem. disgrace, humiliation, and loss of enjo~1nent of life~ has suffered 

and continues to suffer spiritually; was prevented and will continue' to be pre\'ented from perfom1ing 

Plaintiffs daily activities and obtaining the full enjoyment oflife: has sustained and will continue to 

_sustain Joss of earnings and earning capacity; and/or has incurred and will continue to incur expenses 

for medical and psychological treatment, therapy, and counseling. 

123. RESERVED. 

124. RESER\'ED. 

115. RESERVED . 

125.1 RESER\'ED. 

EIGHTEENTH CAUSE OF ACTIO!\' 
(Reserved) 

26 WIIEREFORE. PlaintiiTprays I(H-d~tmag~s: costs: interest: attMncys' f'cL·~: stututnry/ciYi! pcn<tltks 

27 <tccnrdingto -law; and such nthcr r~lit:r as th~ court deems appropriate a;1d just. 

28 

21 
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JURY DEMAND 

'} :~ - .· Plaintiff demands a jury trial on all issues so triable. 
I' 
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MEMORANDUM 
---···~ --------

TO: Presbyterate of the Archdiocese 

FROM: Monsignor Craig A. Cox, Vicar for Clergy 

RE: Keeping Yoll fufonned 

DATE: 17 J anum:y 2006 

--------------------------------------------------------
The criminal trial of Reverend Michael Wempe begins today. As the trial progresses, we expect 
that there will be media attention given to the testimony and the results of the trial. I wanted to 
give you this notice in advance. 

Please keep everyone involved in the trial in y~:mr prayers. 

254900 
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MEMORANDUM· 

TO: Presbyterate of the Archdiocese 

FROM: Monsignor Craig A. Cox, Vicar for Clergy 

RE: Keeping You Informed 

DATE: 22 February 2006 

Earlier today, the jury in the criminal trial of Reverend Michael Wempe reached the verdict of 
"Guilty" on the fifth of the five criminal counts lodged against him. The jury was unable to reach 
a verdict on the other four counts. 

Below please firid the statement issued by the Archdiocese in response to this verdict. 

STATEMENT OF ARCHDIOCESE OFLOS ANGELES 

ON CONVICTION OF FATHER MICHAEL WEMPE 

Father Michael Wempe's conviction cannot restore the trust and innocence stolen from his 
victims, but hopefully this verdict may provide them some measure of justice and comfort. 

To those he abused, we again apologize, and we assure them of our support and of our firm 
resolve to continue to employ effective means of preventing all forms of abuse in our church. 

We believed Father Wempe's treatment had been successful. Today, a priest credibly accused of 
abuse is permanently removed from ministry. At the same time, abuse prevention programs in all 
of our parishes· and schools equip parents and guardians with the skills to spot behavior that can 
lead to abuse and to report such behavior before abuse can take place. 

Please pray for those people who were harmed by Father Wempe .as well as for all victims of 
sexual abuse. 

254896 
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Archdiocese of Lo!l Angeles 
3424 
Wll5hl~ 

Boulevard 

Los 1\ngdo:s 
Q.Jlfomla 
90010·7..7.48 

CONIACI:. 
REDACTED 

Office: REDACTED 
Home: 

REDACTED 

FOR: IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
FEBRUARY 22, 2006 

STATEMENT OF ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELF.S 
ON CONVICTION OF FATHER MICHAEL WE:M:PE 

Father Mkbae] Wempe's conviction cannot restore the trust and innocence stolen from his 
victims, but hopefully this verdict may provide them. some measure of justice and comfort. 

To those he abused. we again apologize~ and we assure them of our support and of our 
£.nn resolve to continue to employ effective means of preventing all. forms of abuse in our 
church. 

We believed Father Wempe's treatment had been successful. Today, a priest credibly 
accused of abuse is permanently removed from mjnistry. At the same time, abuse 
prevention programs in all of our parishes and schools equip parents an.d guardians with the 
skills to spot behavior that can lead to abuse and to report such behavior before abuse can 
take place. 

#4###f## 

Pastoral Region~ Our 1.<\dy of the AngeJ5 $(.Ul f.:milndo SM o.<briel San Pedro S<>nta Barbara 
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ARCHDIOCESE.OF LOS ANGELES 
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 

NON-MANDATORY 

Date of this report to Public Authority: 

Name ofPublic Authority: 

Date of this Report to Archdiocese: 

Reported to Archdiocese by: 

Alleged Victim: 

Cuttent Address: 

Telephone: 

Date of Birth: 

Alleged Perpetrator: 

Reported Date of Incident (s) 

Reported Circum.stances of Incident(s): 

Reported Type of Abuse or Neglect 

Cotntnents: 

Submitted by the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles: 

REDACTED 
-REDACTED 

12/17/2007 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

Fr. Michael Wetnpe 

1969 or 1970 

''My parents were getting a divorce & I 
went to Fr Michael for help at the 
rectory. He said, 'Let's go talk' and we 
went for a ride in his car to the drive in 
theatre. He slapped tne around then had 
oral and anal sex with me. I later told the 
police and a teacher but no one ever did 

_.,;..,..,., 
an,~. 

Sexual abuse. 

209971 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES, 
':. . .. 

Child Abuse and Neglect Reporting 

This report involves: 
____ Current Minor and Church Employee/volunteer 

Current Minor and Priest 
--7~..._ ... - Past Minor and Priest 

----'---Past Minor and Religious Brother 
____ Past Minor and Religious Sister 
___ _.:Adllit/ Adult Case 

Other ----

This Abuse was Sexual: ~l.c.../-----;-;-'--
This abuse was' Physical: _____ _ 
There was inappropriate touch: ___ _ Confidential Report 
There was harassment: , _____ _ 

Fr. REDACTED 
----REDACTED 

--V-:r--REDACTED 

-~V_REDACTED ~} :1.+'- erYJt;~ 
___ REDACTED 

----;REDACTED and supervisors(s) ---------'-'--
REDACTED Human Resources ----

Submitted bv: 
REDACTED 

Assistance Ministry Office 

Date / -d. f~ tJ ~ 

V, 

Response neede~~·~'!L...L~==------------:-----

~~ ,;~'II!J! 
Revised 8/6/07: 

209972 
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CURIA OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES IN CALIFORNIA 

RE: MICHAEL E. WEMPE 

Report of Alleged Graviora Delicta 
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1 

DIOCESE Los Angeles in California 

NAME OF ORDINARY Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 

CDF PROT. NO. 659/2004- 21302 

NAME OF CLERIC Reverend Michael E. Wempe 

Date of Birth 1 November 1939 Age 66 
PERSONAL DATA 

Ordination 30 April1966 Years of ministry 36 

DIOCESE OF ORDINATION AND INCARDINATION Los Angeles in Califomja 

Twin Towers Correctional Facility 
CONTACT ADDRESS OF THE CLERIC 450 Baucher Street 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

PROCURATOR: None 

~~:k /''?!ii"i:·~i~t!i; :;· ·,i~fit, .. \ .. .~ .. '' .. 
. ::··_,:·:> . ,;~(.!:;/ . . :· · .. :: .. 

. . 
·.::! ; ,. . ';. . . ·'·· 

,. _ _,.·: .. : w . .. \r.,, .. ·. .. . . 
: '• .. 

~ .•. : . .. ··. .. . . 
' 

. . 

ASSIGNMENTS 

Year Parish Location Appointment 

1966 St. John Chrysostom Inglewood, California Parochial Vicar 

1969 St. Andrew· Pasadena, California Parochial Vicar 

1969 St. Rose ofLima ·simi Valley, California Parochjal Vicar 

1973 St. Jude Westlake Village, California Parochial .Vicar 

1977 Sacred Heart Ventura (Saticoy), California Parochial Vicar 

1978 Paraclete High School· Palmdale, California Faculty ... 

1978 St. Mary Palmdale, California Residence 

1984 St. Sebastian Santa Paula, California Parochial Vicar 

1986 Sabbatical 

1987 St. Sebastian Santa Paula, California Administrator 

1987 Sick Leave 

1988· Cedars-Sinai Hospital Los Angeles, California Chaplain 
2002 

1988 St. Ambro
1
se West Hollywood, California Residence 

Cathedral Chapel Los Angeles, California Residence \ 
2001 

2002 Private residence Seal Beach, California 
Early retirement without 
faculties . 

' . ' . . . . .. ·:' ... ... . ' .. . : . '! .. • t· 

. ' .. ~ . . 
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ACCUSATIONS AGAINST THE CLERIC 

Year Victim Age Imputable Acts Denunciation 

1991· 
1995 

1977-
1983 

1975-
1978 

1974 

1984-
1987 
1984-
1987 
1977: 
1981 

1979 

1979-
1982 
1969-
1977 
1974-
1977 . 

1'980-
1983 

REDACTED 11-15 

7-14 

12-15. 

15-16 

11-15 

12·15 

10-13 

? 

13-15 

14-16 

Placing boy on his lap and fondling genitals both over 
and under clothing; oral copul~tion; five occasions 
over a four year period · 
Massaging the boy's crotch during motorcycle rides; 
put hand inside shorts and manipulating the genitals; 
grabbing of buttocks; kissing; exposing himself to the 
boy; touching the boy with his penis. On one 
occasion, while helping the boy learn to drive, the 
priest put his haqds inside the boy's pants and caused 
an accident, on passenger nearly died and the _priest 
suffered severe internal injuries. Hundreds of 
incidents of abuse 
Fondling of genitals while motorcycle riding; patting 
ofbuttocks; fondling genitals underneath the boy's 
clothing; exposing himself to the boy 
Exposing himself to the complainant; fondling the 
boy's genitals; one occasion 

Unspecified claim of molestation 

Unspecified claim of molestation 

Skin to skin fondling, approximately 150 occasions of 
abuse 
Sleeping with boy, putting his hands under the 
pajamas and fondUng the boy's genitals; aggressive 
pursuit of fondling; one incident of oral sex. 
Approximately 40-50 incidents of abusive activities 
over a two and a half year period . 
On camping and a skiing trip and on the motorcycle, 
unspecified abusive actions 

Unspecified molestation 

During sleep-overs placing hand under pajamas; 
fondling penis and masturbating the boy 
Fondling during motorcycle rides; fonqling legs and 

. l;mttocks; oral sex; mutual masturbation; one incident 
of anal rape. Over 50 incidents ofvariou·s types of 
abuse 

2003 

2003 

2003 

2003 

2002 

2002 

2003 

2003 

2003 

February 
1988 
February 
1988 

1976-. 
1978 

14-16 
Fondling of genitals; grabbing penis while wrestling; 
oral copulation; masturbation.; other sexual acts 

March2002 

' .. . •,. 
·.: ~ 

'• · ...... , ... 
· .. , 

CIVIL PROCEEDINGS AGAINST THE CLERIC 

Year Type/Case 

2003 

2003 

2003 

2003 

Arrested and charged with 42 counts of 
sexually molesting five boys in the 1970s 
and 1980s 
Civil lawsuit for damages(02CC05471), 
REDACTED 

Civil lawsuit for damages (SC036536), 
•REDACTED 

Civil lawsuit for damages (BC308555), 
REDACTED 

Results 

Case dismissed when U.S. Supreme Court struck down 
California State law retroactively extending criminal statute of 
limitations 

Pending 

Pending 

Pending 
.. 

409324 
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CIVIL PROCEEDINGS AGAINST THE CLERIC (continued) 

2003 
Civil lawsuit for damages (BC308665), 
REDACTED 

1----+-~ 
Criminal trial on four counts of lewd 

2006 
conduct with a minor in 1990s and one 
count sexual molestation of a minor (oral 
copulation) in 1990s 

MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE DIOCESE 

Year Action taken 

Pending 

Found guilty of the count of sexual molestation of a minor; jury 
unable to reach a verdict on the other foirr charges; sentenced to 
three years in prison . 

1987 Intervention, treatment at Servants of the Paraclete, Jemez Springs, New Mexico 

1988 Restoration to limited ministry 

2002 Retirement without faculties 
~ .. . . . ·• . : '; 

. ·.•· •'l 
~ .. 

SUSTENANCE PROVIDED BY THE DIOCESE TO THE CLERIC 

When placed on leave of absence in 2002, Father Wempe was provided with monthly salary and transportation. On 1 
November 2004, when he turned 65, he began to collect from the Priests' Pension Fund of the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles: In accord with Archdiocesan policy, loans. were extended to him during the period dfthe initial criminal · 
investigation. 

RCALA 011547 

.. ·'·f; 
~ . '• .. 

RESPONSE/RECOURSE MADE BY THE .CLERIC 

Year Type ofResponse/Recourse 

In course of State criminal trial, makes admission through civil attorney that he sexually abused 13 minor boys 
2005 in the 1970s and 1980s, but denies charges for which he is cunently on trial (alleged sexual abuse of a minor 

boy between 1991-199 5) 
·. ' ~ ·· .. 

BISHOP'S VOTUM 

Based on the results of the canonical investigation, and on Father Wempe's refusal to seek laicization voluntarily, the 
votum expressed in the matter is that Wempe be dismjssed ex officio from the clerical state by His Holiness Pope 
Benedict XVI. Although the measures already taken with regard to Wempe -viz., his withdrawal from active 
ministry and the revocation of his priestly faculties- seem sufficient for his personal correction in the matter,_ the 
need to repair the scandal given and the obligation to restore justice cannot be sufficiently met without further action 
on the part of the Church. Given the egregious nature of the offenses committed, their great dumber, the ample 
publicity surrounding them and the immense harm done to both the Chri.stian faithful and the community at large, it is 
believed that anything short of an ex officio dismissal will not adequately resolve the issue nor bring it to a proper 
closure · 

409325 
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REPORT 

Results of the Canonical Investigation into the Graviora Delicta 
Allegedly Committed by the Reverend Michael Edwin Wempe 

SPECIES FACTI 

The Reverend Michael Edwin Wempe Was born on 1 November 1939 and was ordained a 
priest for service in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles on 30 April 1966. From the date of his ordi~ 
nation until his early retirement in 2002, Wempe was assigned as Parochial Vicar to seven differ­
ent parishes (1966-1978, 1984-1986), as a faculty member of a Catholic high school (1978-1984), 
as parish administrator (1987) ancras a hospital chaplain (1988-2002). During this same time, he 
was also granted sabbatical leave in 1986 and sick leave in 1987. 

Difficulties with superiors and staff members, excessive emotional outbursts and a series 
of improper and imprudent relationships with minor boys gave rise to a long history of cofrflict in· · 
Wempe's firstparish assignments, culminating in Wempe's being sent in 1987 to a faciHty spe­
cializing in psychological evaluation and dia:gn(Jsis, after which he took part in a six-mcmth in­
patient therapy program. At the end of this treatlnent program, continuing individual therapy was 
strongly recommended as weB as participation in a priest support group. .It was also recom­
mended that in any future ministry Wempe avoid all contact with minors and be helped to stay 

· away from situations h) which he might form ma,nipulative relationships with relatively vulner-. 
able individuals. 

In 1988, two brothers, in. their twenties,. claimed that Wempe had sexually abused them 
some fourteen years earlier; one of these young meri reported that the abuse occurred over a two-

.. year period for a total of about ten incidents. In 2002, a 40-year-old man repmted that Wempe 
had sexually abused him 26 years earlier, with multiple acts of abuse being perpetrated against 
him over a two-year period. In that same year, 2002, the Archdiocese granted Wempe early re­
tirell}ent for medical reasons; priestly faculties were also withdrawn at this time. In 2002 and 
2003, several other men came forward, accush1g Wempe of sexually abusing them when they·. 

· were pre-teenagers and teenagers. Wempe was arrested in 2003 and was charged with sexually 
molesting five boys in the 1970s and 1980s; however, these charges were later dismissed when 
the United States Supreme Collli: struck down a California State law that had sought to t'etroac- . 
tively extend the criminal statute of limitations fiJr·such crimes. 

Later that same year, 2003, new accusations were made, advanced by a younger brother 
of tWo of the alleged victims for whom Wempe could no longer be tried because of the ex{jiration 
of the statute of limitations. The new accusatio11s claimed five episodes of abuse by Wempe that 
took place between 1991 and 1995; as the statute of limitations had not expired for these hew al­
legations, Wempe was arrested and tried on four counts of lewd conduct with a minor and one 
count of sexual molestation of a minor. Wempe was found guilty of sexual molestation, but the 
jury was unable to reach a verdict on the other four counts. Wempe was subsequently sentenced 
to three years in prison, which he is now serving. · 

IN FACTO 

Everything presented here is drawn from documents on file in the archives of the Cw·tc:1 of the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles, copies ofwhich are attached hereto as numbered Exhibits. 
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Alleged Victim N~. 1: REDACTED , born REDACTED 14-15 years old at time alleged 
abuse began 

' ' 
In response to 2002 media coverage of priests removed from ministry due to sexual mis-

conduct with minors, REDACTED wrote a letter to Cardinal Roger Mahony reporting that 
from 1976 to 1978, when REDACTED was 14-16 years old, he had been sexually abused repeatedly 
by Father Michael Wempe (see Exhibit 1, v~tter of 7 March 2002 to Cardinal Mahony). REDACTED . 

In a later more complete statement, reported that these episodes of abuse started 
with monthly rides with Wempe on Wempe's motorcycle. During these rides, Wempe would 
fon,dJeREDACTED putting his, Wempe's, hands between REDAcTED's legs and rubbing; Wempe would 
explain that he "was trying to keep his hands warm". The abuse continued and escalated. In 
1978, on a trip to Tijuana, Mexico, Wempe would wrestle with REDACTED and grab his penis; REDACTED 
"'"''"also reported that Wempe taught him to masturbate during this trip. That same year, 1978, on 
a 7-10 day trip to visit REDACTED's grandparents, Wempe would have REDACTED sleep in the same bed 
with him and would masturbate himself and REDACTED and would engage in oral sex with REDACTED. 
Abuse also took place at a cabin, some 6-9 times: Wempe would again have REDACTED sleep with 
him in the same bed and would masturbate REDACTED He would instruct REDACTED to masturbate 
him, Wempe, and would attempt to engage in anal sex with him. He also performed oral sex on 
REDACTED(see Exhibit 2, Claimant Questionnaire of REDACTED ). 

Alleged Victim No. 2: REDACTED , born REDACTED 

legedabuse 
, 7-16 years old at time of al-

REDACTED reported thatthe abuse began in 1977, when he was 7 years old, on motorcycle ride? 
with Wempe, during which Wempe wo1tld fondle""''"' 's genitals. Other activities included sleep­
ing in the same bed, Wempe attempting to masturbate REJACTE~ hugging and kissing him and grabbing 
his buttocks, exposing himself to REOAc~ touching"o'cTEo with his, Wempe's, penis. In January 1986, 
after"'"""' had obtained his learner's penn it for driving, Wempe was giving him a driving lesson in 
Wempe's car with""'"'' driving, also in the car was et:DACTI:D's younger brother REDAcTED (Alleged ViCtim 
No. 4 below). In the course of this driving "lesson", Wempe sat ~very close to REDAcr=o with his, 
Wempe's, left hand inside""""'" 's pants. On this occasion,"'L>\Cicu became distracted and drifted out 

·of his lane into on-coming traffic on a two-lane highway. Wempe yanked the steering wheel, 
attempting to bring the car safely across the lane of on-coming traffic, but the car was broad-sided 

I ~ . llEDACED, b 1 REDACTE£T h 1 d by a large commercial truck, severe y inJurmg s younger rot 1er . w o near y ied as 
. a result of the accident. That was the last time that Wempe abused"'oAcTED (see Exhibit 3, Claimant 
Questionnaire of REDACTED ). . . . . 

Alleged Victim No. 3: REDACTED 
alleged abuse 

born REDACTED , 12-15 years old at time of 

REDACTED is the older brother of Alleged Victim No. 2 above. He reported that the abuse be- .. 
gan while he was on day~trips and camping trips with Wempe, and that there were a minimum of 
50 episodes of abuse. The abuse would also be perpetrated while he was with Wempe on 
Wempe's motocycle, while he was alone with Wempe in his, REDACTED s, home and at the rectory of 
St. Jude's Church. Wempe would fondle REDAcTEDs genitals. and expose himself to REDACTED (see Ex-
hibit 4, Claimant Questionnaire of REDACTED ). · 

Alleged Victim No. 4: REDACTED 
· alleged abuse. . 

born REDACTED , 11~15 years old attime of 

I 
I 

,REDAcrEo is the younger brother of Alleged Victims Nos. 2 and 3 above. He reported that 
the abuse occurred on five occasions when he was alone with Wempe.for half-day periods. A!-
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1 d • ' ' ' 1 d w .&: dl' REDACTED • • REDACTED ege activities me u e empe 10n mg _ :'s gemtals, attemptmg to masturbate and 
performing oral sex on him (see Exhibit 5, Claimant Questionnaire ofR~DACTE[l ). 

This is also the only allegation of abuse that would have taken place after Wempe had 
completed his therapy and treatment program, and it is the only allegation that does not appear 
credible. The accusation was made after the Courts detennined that the statute of limitations 
blocked Wempe's prosecution on previous allegations, including those of the two REDACTED 
brothers appearing above (Alleged Victims Nos. 2 and 3). The accusations of this alleged victim 
were the basis of the criminal trial against Wempe, the trial at which Wempe was found guilty of 
one count of sexual molestation of a minor and for which Wempe is now serving a three-year 
prison term. 

Alleged Victim No. 5: REDACTED bornREDACTED 12-15 years old at time of alleged abuse 

"'"'"""reported a history of..abuse by Wempe over a period of 2-2\6 years, while Wempe 
was in residence at St. Mary's Church in Palmdale, for il. total of 4-50 episodes. Abusive acts in­
cluded fondling of genitals while riding with Wempe on Wempe's motorcycle, while in Wempe's 
car and at the rectory. Wempe and "''""'" would also sleep togetl1er in the same bed and there' was 
'one episode of Wempe performing oral sex on'""'""" (see Exhibit 6, Claimant Questionnaire of"'AC"' 
REDACTED). . . 

Alleged Victim No! 6: REDACTED born REDACTED 11-15 years old at time of al-
leged abuse 
REDACTED • • • ~ 

ts the older brother of Alleged Vtcttm No.5 above. He reported that he was abused 
by Wempe approximately 150 times while Wempe was in re-sidence at St. Mary's Church in 
Palmdale. Abusive acts included skin-to-skin fondling on camping trips, in the car, when 'EDACTED 

spent the night with Wempe at the church rectory and a.t Wempe's mother's house in Seal Beach 
(see Exhibit 7, Claimant Questionnaire of REDACTED . I. 

Alleged Victim No. 7: REDACTED 
leged abuse 

born REDACTED 10-13 years old at time of al-

"'"""' is the younger brother of Alleged Victims Nos. 5 and 6 above. Without specifying 
what was involved in the abusive acts, he reported that he was abused by Wempe "countless 
times over a [period of] three to four years". He added that "my brothers REDACTED _ stayed 
with Father Mike during the same times I did" (see j~xhibit 8; Claimant. Questionnaire of'""'"' 
REDACTED. . 

Alleged Victim No.8: REDACTED born REDACTED13-14 years oid at time of alleged 
abuse · 

REDACTED reported that from 1974 to 1975'he was sexually abused a total of about ten times 
by Wempe. These episodes of abuse took place on Wempe's motorcycle, in Wempe's camper 
and at the rectory of St. Jude's Church; they included Wempe fondling REDACTED genitals and 
masturbating REDACTEDwhile restraining him. REDACTEDa]so claimed that his·brother <REDACTED was 
sexually abused by Wempe as well (see Exhibit 9, Claimant Questionnaire of REDACTED 1. 

Alleged Victim No. 9: REDACTED date of bitth unknown, a young teenager at time of 
alleged abuse 

REDACTED is the brother of Alleged Victim No. 8 abo~J and has provided no expli~it 
statement concerning his being sexually abused by Wempe. However, 'his brother <REDACTED claims 
that REDACTED was abused by Wempe, and both brothers met with REDACTED 
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REDACTED ::D ofthe 
Archdiocese, to speak with r~c:ur.v' c:u about their experiences of a~~p.,e (see Exhibit 1 o: Memo of 
14' March 1988). Of this meeting, REDA?TED wrote that " also spoke of his experi­
ences, similar to REDAcrEo", and"EDAcrED himself, in a letter to REDACTED , stated that "numerous, 
diverse thoughts have gone through my head ... most profound, painful, and ob'vious of them is 
the thought/feeling that came to me as REDACTED began to explain the whole situatiori ... That is, that 
this silence over years and years, due to selfishness and the will to survive, served only to protect 
this man in the ugly things he was doing. I only wish now that I'd've passed this info along to 
you (or whomever) long ago, so that more could have been done sooner. Somehow I felt, I guess, 
that my information would affect [sic] no change, that I was powerless" (see Exhibit 11, REDACTED 

REDACTED s Letter and 'REDACTED 's Letter of February 1988). 

AJleged Victim No. 10: REDACTED born REDACTED , 14-16 years old at time of 
. alleged abuse --

RED~CT~0reported that he was abused more than 50 times by Wempe while Wempe was 
teaching at Paraclete High School in Palmdale and in residence at St. Mary's, The abuse included 
fondling and caressing, the viewing of pornographic material, REDACTED•s being masturbated twice 
by Wempe, being asked twice to masturbate Wempe, being asked twice to perform oral sex on 
Wempe, having oral sex performed once on him bv Wempe and being raped once by Wempe (see 
Exhibit 12, Claimant Questionnaire ofREDACTED ). . 

Alleged Victim No. 11: REDACTED, born REDACTED, 6, 7 or.8 years·old at time of·alleged 
abuse 

REDACTED 

reported.that in 1985, 1986 or 1987, while Wempe was at St. Sebastian Church in 
Santa Paula, Wempe touched REIO',CTED 'snaked body, fondled his genitals and performed oral sex on 
him. RoDAcTEc further alleged that Wempe had done similar things toREoAcrEo,s oldet' brother REDAcTED 

(see Exhibit 13, Archdiocese Child Abuse and Neglect Non-Mandatory Rep01ting Form of 27 
June 2005). 

Alleged Victim No. 12: REDACTED , date of birth unknown, age at time of alleged abuse un­
known 

REDACTED is the older brother of Alleged Victim No. ll above and has mit come forward 
himself to make any claims of sexual abuse against Wempe. However, his brother alleged that 

REDACTED also wasa victim of Wempe's abuse (see Exhibit 13, Archdiocese Child Abuse and Ne­
glectNon-Mandatory Reporting Form of27 June 2005). 

Alleged Victim No. 13: REDACTED born REDACTED 15-16 years Gild at time of al-
leged abuse 

REDACTED claimed that he was abused by Wempe while Wempe was at St. Jude's in West­
lake Village; Wempe was a priest, family friend and advisor. The abuse took place at the sauna 
and swimming pool areas of the Oakview Apartments in Westlake Village, and included Wempe 
exposing himself to REDACTE~ suggesting that REDAcTED do the same, and fondling REDACTED; genitals 
(see Exhibit 14, Claimant Questionnaire of REDACTED ). 

Statements of Wempe regarding accusations 
I 

Because of pending criminal and civil litigation, Wempe made no direct statements to 
canonical auditors regarding ·his guilt or innocence of .the allegations advanced against him. 
However, in the course of his criminal trial, he did admit through his legal couhsel that he was 
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guilty of sexually molesting thirteen minor boys in the 1970s and the 1980s. Despite this ac­
knowledgment of.guilt, he staunchly maintained his innocence of the molestation alleged by~" 
REDAC!ED (see Exhibit 16, Article from Los Angeles Times, 19 November 2005; and Ex­
hibit 24, Further Media Coverage), for which he was currently on trial. 

Moreover, issues of confidentiality preclude disclosing any statements made by Wempe 
in the course of his initial psychological testing and evaluation, and during his subsequent pro­
gram of therapy and treatment. However, while Wempe was in said Treatment Program, he was 
visited by the Vicar for Clergy, who reported afterwards to Cardinal Mahony that he and Wempe 
had spent "a considerable amount oftime discussing the confidentiality of reports". Wempe was 
"afraid the records will be sought by the courts at some time and that they could convict him". 
The Vicar also reported that "we discussed the possibility of legal problems in the future. ·[Fr. 
Wempe] is very aware that what he did comes within the scope ofthe crimina11aw in California. 
Although l do not know the exact details, he told me that there was some sexual touching, al-. 
though most of his activity would-better be described as 'cuddling'. He also mentioned that with 
the exception· of one boy, all the others involved are now over twenty-one" (see Exhibit 15, 
Memo of22 November 1987). 

Finally, after his conviction and sentencing, Wempe was visited by an archdiocesan rep­
resentative who asked Wempe to consider the possibility of voluntarily petitioning the Holy Fa­
ther" for laicization. While recognizing the inevitability of his being dismissed from the clerical 
state because of his admitted failings, Wempe stated that "priesthood is too precious to me to sign 
it away myself". 

Adminicula 

From the time of his first assignments in the Archdiocese, Wempe has had a series of dif­
ficulties and problems, particularly with superiors, such that recommendations -were made that he 
receive professional help (see Exhibit 17, Letter of 13 December 1977 to Cardinal Manning and 
Memo of 2 February 1978 to the. Cardinal). In 1987, the newly assigned REDACTED at St. 
Sebastian Church in Santa Paula wrote to the Vicar for Clergy with serious concerns about 
Wempe's relationships with yciung boys at the parish (see Exhibit 18, Letter of 22 MiiY 1987 to 
Msgr. Curry). In light of these problems with authority and of possible sexual misconduct with 
minors, Wempe was sent to a diagnostic facility in New Mexico for complete psychological 
evaluation and treatment (see Exhibit 19, Letter ofMsgr. Curry of 17 June 1987). 

This evaluation and testing drew specific conclusions regarding Wempe's behavior, and 
Wempe remained in the New Mexico facility for a six-month program of in-house therapy and 
treatment. Throughout this time, periodic reports were sent to Cardinal Mahony regarding Fr. 
Wempe's progress, with a final report being made at the conclusion of this treatment. The confi­
dentiality of all the information contained in· those ·various ryports, however, is protected by Fed­
eral Law, and since Fr. Wempe has not given specific written consent for fhe further disclosure of 
that information, none of it may be presented here. · 

This notwithstanding, at the conclusion of Wempe's treatment program, the Director of 
. the facility sent a letter to Cardinal Mahony to apprise. the Cardinal of the final recommendations 
relative to Wempe. In this letter, the contents of which are no~ covered by the above-mentioned 
confidentiality clauses, the Director noted that "individual therapy is clearly called for" and the 
recommendation was made that that in considerations of future ministry, Wempe "needs to be in 
a situation which will allow him to avoid all contact with minors and also help him stay away 
from the opportunity for forming manipulative relationships with people who are relatively vul­
nerable" (see Exhibit 20, Letter of23 December 1987 to Cardinal Mahony). 

Moreover, in 1988, one of Wempe's alleged victims was informed that the Archdiocese 
would pay for counseling if the victim so desired (see Exhibit 1 0, Memo of 14 March 1988). The 
victim took advantage of this offer, and the Vicar for Clergy asked Wempe to reimburse the 
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Archdiocese in the amount it paid out for therapy for this individual, as archdiocesan policy holds 
that it is the responsibility of the priest involved to assist the injured party (see Exhibit 21, Letter 
of6 January 1989 to Father Wempe). Wempe responded by s·ending a check for $490 to cover 
the costs involved (see Exhibit 22, Letter ofJ 7 February 1989 to Father Wempe). 

The case of Michael Wempe has been amply publicized in the media (see Exhibit 23, 
Selected Press Reports), including his admission through legal counsel of his crimes (see Exhibit 
24, Further Media Coverage) · 

CONCLUSION 

From the evidence brought forth in this investigation, including the admissions made by 
the cleric involved, it is certain that delicts, as described in canon 2359 §2 of the 1917 CJC and 
maintained in canon 1395 §2 of the 1983 CIC, have been ·committed. 
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REDACTED 

I 11 

March 7, 2002 

Cardinal Roger Michael Mahony 
Archdiocese Of Los Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Blvd 
Los Angeles, CA 900 I 0 

Dear Cardinal Mahony, 

I read with interest the Los Angeles Times article about the priests recently removed due to 
sexual misconduct with minors. I wanted to make sure the church was aware that that F'tev. 
Michael Wimpe sexually abused me, and most likely other young/teenage boys during his ·time 
spent at St. Judes Church in Westlake Village, and other parishes. Rev Wimpe molested me 
multiple times while he was located at St. Jude, another parish in Venture and while at the 
Catholic high school located in the Palmdale/Lancaster area. . 

My abuse happened while I was 14 to 16 years old (roughly 1976 to 1978). It would happen 
during weekend trips to the mountains where·he had arranged to use for a weekend, a cabin, and 
in a vacation trailer. The abuse consisted of. fondling of genitals, oral sex, masturbation, and 
other sexual acts. · · 

I have been in therapy for almost 10 years now, to deal with this and the problems resulting from 
his abuse and the environment at home, which enable him to be so successful. I should have 
written this letter many years ago to alert the cburc~ and perhaps make more of a difference. 
The Sheriffs office of Los Angeles County has a report of this incident, since a therapist was 
required to report the crime. · 

I would like to see the church work actively to address these types of complaints. I believe that 
priests who commit crimes should be held fully accountable including going to jaiL In addition. 
it is vitally important that work: needs to. be done by the church to address "sexuality issues" of 
priests and nUDS (and lay·people in the chtirch), prior to these people being allowed to work with 
kids. 

You of course can throw this letter out and act as if nothing bas happened. However, I would 
· suspect I am not the first to come forward regarding this individual, since the last I bad heard.. ht: 

was placed at Cedar Sinai Medical Center. Clearly, placing a priest at a Jewish hospital, when 
you are short of the~ is an admission of a problem being kept under-wraps. 
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I am continuing my therapy to re-claim what was damaged by my relationship {'lith Rev. Wi.mpe. 
As a survivor, I will not allow the past to ruin my future; I work daily to make my marriage of 
almost 9 years better, and to be the loving and caring father to my two daughters and stepson that 
they deserve. I have not been to a church in many years, only for funerals and weddings. I 
continue to struggle with the concept ofteaching religious values to my children. I am a person 
with strong moral values and good ethics, which I try and demonstrate in my life, whether at 
home or at work. I currently believe that my children will best be served by not having a formal 
religious education until they are old enough to determine who they are as a person. and what 
religion brings to their life. 

This isSue has caused a great deal of anxiety in my life, which is treated with medication, and 
continues to today. I am saddened when I read about the church's slow response in Boston. I 
hope that the statistics Iistedjn the article are not representative of the general population of 
priest in the United States {100./o of the area priests have been accused of sexual or child abuse). 
However, I fear this is an under-reported statistic due to the stigma often associated with sexual 
abuse. Only people in your position have ~he power to make changes, to stop the denial and 
make healthy changes for the people you serve. 

·, 

I would like to ask of the church, what it intends to do to specifically address my abuse by Rev. 
Michael W1.mpe. And what it intends to do to keep this from continuing in the future with other 
kids. 

·<::in~P.relv_ 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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,. MEMORANDUM 

DATE: March 14, 1988 

FROM: Monsignor Curry 

TO: File 

RE: Michael Wempe 

REDACTED -·REDACTED 

Had spoken to REDACT~D He was in the Junior 
Seminary about thirteen years ago and was abused by 
Mike Wempe. who was a family friend. His mother was 
the only o·ne who knew about it and was and has been . 
terribly upset about it. I told him the Archdiocese 
would pay for counseling, and he and his mother may go. 

He asked me if I would have any objection to his 
confronting Mike Wempe, and I said no. He did not 
want me to talk to him in advance. · 

I explained that he had been through major treatment, 
and that he had responded well. Also, I explained he 
was in· a controlled situation whereby he would not be 
in ministry to minors. 
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February 8, 1988 

Dear Tom, 

ARCHDIOCESE OF lOS ANGELES 
Santa Barbara Pastoral Region 

3240 Calle Pinon 
Santa Barbara. C1llfornt• 93105 

805-682.·0442 

REDACTED 

As per your request that I put in writing the rev~lations made to me 
recently about FR. MIKE WEMPE, r am jotting down these notes. 

Last week, two young men,-REDACTED ·had dinner with me at· 
their request and revealed their facts and feelings. Both men are in their 
twenty's, REDACTED is married, and REDACTED is looking forward to being so. They 
seem to have "weathered the storm11 of their experience with Mike fairly 
well. 

They indicated that when they were in their teenage years, young teens, 
Mike had several times molested them in his camper while on outing with 
.them. REDACTED finally confl:onted Mike with this, even kicked him out of the 
bed once, which Mike had persuaded him to sleep in for lack of bed space,· 
and finally totally broke off any communication with Mike. REDAClEO also spoke 
of his experiences, similar to REDAcTED, 

I know the family well. REDAcrEowas in the seminary at OLQA during my tenure 
there and we are very good friends. Their veracity is very strong in my 
view. 

I have enclosed a letter ~ received yesterday from R~::, giving more of 
1 d i di lk:·' REDACTED did ., f h lk, his fee ings, since ur ng our nner-ta . most o t e ~a ~ng. 

I ask you to keep this confidential to the extent that you can. _I was unaware 
of this matteT until recently, though there were occasional "rumors11 of 
something like this. 

SincerelY yours in Christ, 
REDACTED 

Most REDACTED 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 

NON-MANDATORY REPORTING FORM 

Date of This Report to Public Authority: N/ A 

Name ofPublic Authority: N/A 

;-~ 
Date of This Report to Archdiocese: 4/28/05 • 

RCALA 011581 

125 

Reported to Archdiocese by: Mrs. REDACTED 
----------------~---------

Alleged Victim: .;;;h~er;.;;;s..;..on;;;;.__ _________________ --..._ _ __:. 

Current Address: 
-------------~-------------------------

Telephone: REDACTED 

D&eofBkfu ----------------------------------------------

Alleged Pe1petrator: 

Name Fr. Michael Wempe 

Names ofPossible Witnesses: 
----------------~--~----------

Reported Date o-f Incident: 

Reported Circumstances ofincident(s): Fr. Wempe was the pastor at their Parish 

Reported Type of Abuse or Neglect ~S:::.~.exu~al.__ _________________ __ 
. . 

Comments: Mother reports that her son, now 25 years old has always been a very angry person and has 
been in trouble on occasion. He has had some counseling and the therapists have always asked if had ever 
been sexually molested, something he did not admit at the time. Now her son says he is remembering 
several incidents . Mrs. REDAcTED related some of her personal circumstances and has now decided that the 
best thing to do is to let her son call us directly . She will ask him to do that. I asked Mrs. REDACTED to please 
follow up with us to make sure her son does call us. We are not to call her at home! Mrs. REDACTED has 
another son, now thirty, who has not denied being molested but has emphatically stated he does not want to 
talk about it. A complete report will be prepared when we have the information from the son. I assured 
Mrs.REoAcTEotruit we woul,d provide counseling for her son if he wishes and also asked her if she thought she 
might benefit from some counseling herself. At this time she said no, but the door waas left open in case · 
she changes her mind. 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 

NON-MANDATORY REPORTING FORM 

Date of this report to Public Authority: 

Name of Public Authority: 

Date of this Report to .AJ:chdiocese: 

·Reported to Archdiocese by: 

Complainant Name: 

Current Address: 

Telephone: 

Date ofBitth: 

Alleged Perpetrator. 

Name: (Victim) 

Name of Possible Witness: 

Reported Date oflncident:. (s) . 

Reported Circums~ces· ofincident(s): 

Repo.tted Type of Abuse or Neglect; 

Com.rn.en.ts: 

Subtnitted by the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles: 

REDACTED 

June 27, 2005 

REDACTED 

Fr.lv.Uchael~en1pe 

REDACTED . 6 years old 

Brother (also a 'Victim- more happene,d to 
him) . 
"1985 or 86 or 87 at St Sebastian Church in 
Santa Paula" 
"There was one .incident of molestation. He 
(Wempe) was touching my naked body. 
There was touching of genitils & oral sex:. 
He did things to my brother who was older. 
He was an altar boy. My father had died and 

· 'some .friends hltroduced us to Fr. Wempe." 
Sexual abuse of a minor under 14 yeats 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES· 
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 

NON-MANDATORY REPORTING FORM 

Date of this report to Public Authority: 
Name of Public Authority: 

Date of this Report to Archdiocese: 

Reported to Archdiocese by: 

Complainant Name: 

Current Address: 

Telephone: 

Date ofBirth: 

Alleged Perpetrator: 

Name: (Victim) 

Name of Possible Witness: . 

Reported Date of Incident: (s) 

Reported Circumstances of Incident(s): 

Reported Type of Abuse o.r Neglect 

Comments: 

Submitted by the Archdiocese of Los 
Ange1es: 

REDACTED 

I 

July 5, 2005- victim report 
Det. Battaclough - 213-485-2883 -
Parent repo:tt4/21/02. 
Victim reported June 27, 2005 

REDACTED 

Fr. :Michael Wempe 

REDACTED :6 ye~ old) 

Brother; :REDACTED · 

"1985 or 86 or 87, at St. Sebastian Church 
in Santa Paula 

REDACTED!aid. "Thete Was One incident Of 

molestation. He (Wempe) was touching my 
naked body. There was touching of genitals 
& oral sex. He did things to my brother who 
was older. He was an altar boy. My father 
died and some fciends introduced us to Fr. 
Wempe.'' 

Sexual abuse. 

:MXs. REDACTED 's Mother) called 
4/21/02. She said that she thought her sori.s 
had been molested by Wempe. We a~ked 
her to have them call us. 4/28/05 Mother 
called a~. Requested sons to call. 
6/27 /QS RCDAcrco called for the fu:st time tO 
report hi; abuse. He was asked to have his 

· brother call us. 
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Claimant Questionnaire 
REDACTED 
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MEl10RANDU!! 

November 22, 1987 

To: Archbishop Mahony 

From: Ksgr. Thomas Curry 

Re: .Father Michael Wempe 

I met vith Mike, Father Liam Hoare, the nev Director of Foundation House. 
Dr. REDACTED • Mike's therapist, and REDACTED REDACTED 
tREDACTED Dr. REDACTED reported that., while lUke- has l'lad. a gre&"t oeu o:r. 
difficulty with the PrograM, he has made very·significant progress in the 
last three veeks. l"'y experience of the meeting together with the att~hed· 
indicate this is true. · 

We spend a considerable amount: of time discussing the confidentialityof 
the reports on Mike. At the beginning I stated I felt bound to share the 
attached with you despite his wish to have it destroyed immediately. He 
did not ask i:f I had seen the previous reports, and I did not indicate that 
I·had. Neither did he ask if they had been destroyed. He is afraid the 
records vill be sought by the courts at some time and that they could 
convict him~ I stressed that, from a personnel point of view, the records 
constituted a protection and that, for future consideration of.his case, 
the absence of records showing_ his ·response tp therapy would' be a 
hindrance. 

We discussed the possibility o~ legal problems in the future. He is very 
aware that vhat he did comes within the scope of the criminal lav in 
California. Although ,I do not know the exact details, he told me that 
there vas some sexual touching, ~!though most of his activity would better 
be described as •cuddling.• He also mentioned that, with the exception of 
one boy, all the others involved are new over twenty-one. I encouraged him 
to contact a criminal lawyer to get a more e~act evaluation of his legal 
status. Indeed~ it is surprising the counae1or)e attended in California 
did not report hia, and we agreed it vould be better if Kike did not return 
to hi111. 

Both Mike REDACTED agree~ on the absolute necessity of his 
continu;ngr• ing. This presents us with a probleM, but Mike is so 
aware of that he would be willing to go to a diocese in another 
state--so•••t.bii!ICJ ht~: Y01;lld not have been w:i.ll.ing to consider earlier in the 
Progra111. 

We discussed the possibility of his consulting a lawyer who would refer hin 
to therapy, thus putting the reports under the protection of privilege or 
of finding a lawyer who is also a psychiatr~st.. I. will investigate both 
possibilities. 

With regard to future placement, Mike presents a greater challenge than 
REDACTED Dr. REDACTED discouraged cupus ministry :for the reason· that minors· 
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or students ovei eighteen but who are emotionally unformed attend college. 
Mike agreed vith this assessment. On hospital ministry, the staff 
disagreed~ Dr. REDACTED felt this would be suitable in that it involves a 
transient population, and Hike tends to get into trouble with long-ter• 
relationshipa. Father Hoare disagreed in that hospital ministry can involve 
minors and can provide for a good deal of phye~cal touching vith people in 
all stages of consciousness. I tend to agree vith Dr. REDACTED in this 
case but asked them to continue to diseuse this matter. We agreed that 
Adult Education and Engaged Encounter vould be suitable activities. In 
general, I vill look for areas of ministry where we are not able to provide 
a priest because· of the s~ortage of clergy. 

In addition to the parishes listed, Kike mentioned Corpus Christi, Pacific 
Palisades as he gets on very well vith REDACTED He is most attached to 
his dog, and I warned hiM this might limit his options. I Yill be in 
continued contact as he prepares to return. 

.. -

-
,.·· 

' 

' . 
. 

. .. 

·' 
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.·CALJ:F?RNIA j . ·L?~.~-G,~~ES TIMES 
~ -···-···~.: :;._ . '· . . •. -~ - ~--~ .......... ·-··· . . ,......::_ 

SATUR~AY, NOVEMBER l9, .2065 . ~3 . 
' . 

EX.;.,Pfiesf· ;,'<·'·:.:··. 

Adiliits.Oid:\~ ·· 
s:e~iChar~~~····~-·• 

·laWyer i~vea.IS ·. · <. · .· ... · i :: ~e· we~pe ;~e ~~-~·tan- :~~na1·witrie5s~s, btit ila~i·de- . 
. · • . . ' ... · ·. gled history; The former ·Pri~st cided ; how many.· Without the · · 

molestaqon of 13 boys_ : ·was origiria!Jy ·cha,rged ·with 42 · . backgn;iund, ·· 'R.ap'pe-:".said.: i~:. , · 
beyond 'statute of :· · · :_ coupts stemrirlng:.f!:om de~d~s- · "woqld.· give a fSlse ~pression.. . 

.· . . . ·•. · ' .. : . · ·. i old. molesta~~onl!,. ?P.e ot which thatitwasft.,lst alitt:Ie:t:amilyciin~ . 
. Jimita~o;nS ~ a~pt to.. i·in\rolved t,wo. brothers: But tJ;e ~Pir8,CY~":· ... ·.· .. : .· . : ·; . . ·:.: ... 

'-.u.J. · es onym -· .. · 2Q~·tnat the'Califor:nia'law.al-. ··and masturbating· th.e.·yo~~-. 
. ~~"'bt ··tim.· · · • : · : l U.S. SUpreme ·Court .. X'Uled· m ·. · Wempe lS accused·offondling 

. current ease; · . . ·.: , . : I~ Prpse~ution, ·¢ o~d· ·:clrll!i . brotl_ler dutfug:: ~ lessoni . 
.. . : · ., , .. : ... · ·abusecas~SV;!O~~d~e:.sta,tut~ 1 an~ib.aparkedcar.Defenselaw- . 

. ~Y JEAN' G'?"ccro:f!E · . . . . . . . of lintlt~~~~ S?g. ~e.: ~e~. 1 yers have said' there_.is no. inge-_. 
Tl.m.e.sStoffWn_ter .. ·' .· '·, · · .. · . · _ were.~sect:. •.-;' ·. ~:· _,? . .:".:: ·, pendent,.·evidence.o.f the broth-· . 
. . ·.. . . ·· .. '. -·. : ·: ': ·.' " ' : Tl:ie:f;wo bojrs·.yq~rbroth~ 'r·er's story;, In' coilit-pap'e~ they 

... The a~roeyf~r::_Lformer_Los· . er. ·ca;iini:!" 19r.W~>~~'-.,~d · ··con~ended.~~ W:empe, w~'?. de- . : 
.Angeles pnest adhlitted ·Friday.· Wempe had molested hlm~·the. '. rues the abuse; passed-.twci poly-. . 
that ~ cli~t h~d mo~ested 13 1 1:99~~~ wi~ the: st?-tutory time • graplite~ ..... :. • ', ' • . ·:. :' , 
boys ·in the 1970s and 1980s,· an I limit. Th~ Times gen~ d~~s · Ptc)secutors ·'"are. ;try.ing :·to , 
unusualpllblic aclcilo~lect~Jment 'not. identify victims. of hll.ege~ 1 eonvict.·someone·for ®methfu.g ' · 
of gWJ.t in-the hundredS of sexwii. · s~al:n!-se. · · · · : .· : · · · ·. .he d,iim't ·do ~ase4. on 'soni,etlllrig 
apuse ~es.agaln$ttheLosAn: .~e _defense eoi?tends ~t he'did· do 20'·or'·ao :~ars:ago," 

. 'geies'Arehdicicese. ·'· ·:. . . · · :: J.the younger brother ·fabricated · · Levirie saiCL·~at is not the Wa.y ' . 
. · ·:M:ichaelEdwinWemp'e~s·~w-·. 11 his··aC(l~ati~n .,to av~nge lils the~temwo!~;':_.~,.. ·:·::··.';·~;. · . · 

yer;n:ia.de·theadrl:lission'4urlliga ,·older brothers. On.~~. <le-· .. · Lee · 'Bashf~ith,. ·::on~'·: ·of 
· hearingiriacri.mfrl.8lcas~aecu8~,. :fense· attorneys ·Leonai'd B~ ··wempe•s'earlier.vietiihs;'saidthe · 

iiig the former· priest ot-inolest~ Ll#N.ine and Do;nald. H. Steier' fomier' prieSt shomd·:n6t?:get:· 
mg az:i.other boy iii: the 1990s . ! as'Ked the . court. to limit ~sti- : away·withadmlttmg:pasti.moll!s; · 

. whenhe·wascllap~at~. · mony:abdut Wempe's past mo- · ·tation5 wit}J.out sutrermg:cons~ ::. · 
"smaiMediCillcenter.·· .· .. ·. Iestation.9ftheolderbrothers;. quences .. ·."Ba.Sbfor:th·· recaned ,. · · 
. ··The 1a\vyer did so for sprategic · Noting .thaUhe clllTep.t vic" '.· ·watcffi.ng Video. pf the ·smiling. ' . . 
reaso~ m: an'.att~mpt to Ji¥t· .. tim is .~e.Qn1y.one to come for- .. priesf leaVing I:.'o~· -'Aligel.~s . ::· 
damaging testimony about old :warcl.a.fl;er ~87, when Wem,pere- , CountY Jail after J:he earlier ease . 

··abUse eaSes.'while he·.continues . turned from therapy,. they·' wa8 disnii.Ssed,.·!Uia lii.slawfer'& · .. · · 
to fight· the. ~nt. clu!.rges:·· argu~dtbat'aoinundatmnoftes- I. "Staten1entthat.W:empe'~pliJY.·re:. : .. • · 
Wempe's case: iS .being·)Wfuhed · tilnooy about 'the priest's abuse i gi-et~he didn't get.th~ hllanc!il·... . 
ciaseljrl:iecacile.he'isorie oftb.ree historycouldunfa.i.rlybiasjurors. I to.clearbis:nirine;., · ·' : =·· : .. :;:·::~· '' .. 
prlestl!-accuSed ofniolestiriitetUI~' ... : Jtirors probably_ "will saY to i ' :·.'"Whey:: are' oovioU:sly' ;~a.ymg: . ·. 
dien attei:· Ca:rlfuuif' Roger·' 1\t.. thems.elv'es, · '\Ve don't care. We : ·thiS now beeau.se: the tn:itn: ~. . .· ; . 
M8liony, :. respOri~g ..t.O. a,btis~ '' are going to find him guilty for i not relilly·h.arri:). theril,"lie, §¢d: . .: ·. . .. , 
complaints~ sent hirir.to.'th.~py:·. what. he did 20 · ye~~ ago,'" · .:, . c: · .. ·. ·. · . ·; .. ·:· ·!.:.,\.:;~~ <.-;. :. · ·: 
aodre~e(f.hi;ni,t!n¢nistq;··~ ·, . Le~etold the.coutt. · ·,· ... · '· " ........ " '' ,, .......... 1 

· The·· 'archdiocese· haS been· Deputy D!St. Atty. Todd 
sued bY' more thari 560 peopie for :Eiicks said p.e want~ to_ put on 
·allegedlY' fA.i\ing_ #.> i;n:;t>~t chil~ . all13 ofWem?e's earlier ~ctims 
dreo: from. abuse-,"l;lut. th~· ·cases. to show that the priest was "a 
ha,ve.Iohg beeri ~ in ·settle-· ~er" at ·child molestation by · 
ment·talks 'and only a handi'ul Q~ the time ·he met the younger 
the ailegation3 liave .been tested brother. · 
in couit.- · · ·. . , . · · : · Judge Curtis Rappe said he 

· would allow the defense addi-. 409461 
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December 13, 1977· 

His Eminence 
Most Reverend REDACTED 

Archbishop of Los An~eles 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, California 90015 

Your Eminence: 

REDACTED 

· It is indeed painful to both of us to have to deal with this 
problem, but we would be remiss in our responsibilities to the 
parishoners of Sacred Heart Parish and to our brother priest 
Mike 1s cries for he1p,.were we not to discuss this problem and 
look for the. wisest available course of action in response to 
·his needs. 

:on the pages which follow I have attempted to put into writing 
my observations and recommendations. Briefly, this is an in­
tolerable situation: Mike needs prompt and competent help-­
help which cannot be provided at Sacred _Heart Parish. 

This situation· is intolerable in that it is causing serious 
damage to Mike•s health, to the welfare of the parish, to 
peace and harmony in the rectory, ~nd to me personally .. 

· In presenting this matter directly to Your Eminence I wish not 
to circumvent Monsignor Rawden; I had intended to approach him 
first, but since Mike has already approached you and ·you have 
invited me to come see you, I have endeavored to express myself. 
to you first in this .manner. I am wi11 ing to consult with 
Mansi gnor .Rawden, or to proceed in whatever manner you advise. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
REDACTED 

Sacred Heart Church 
Ventura, California 93003 

I . 

.. , .· 

,If t .... '· 

') 
,.'It 

~. i 
I . ~ 
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OBSERVATIONS REFLECTING STATUS OF FR. MICHAEL E. WEMPE: 
AND RECTORY - PARISH RELATIONSHIP 

I. SELF EVALUATION 

I do have and enjoy a positive record of good re1ationships with priests, 
esp. former pastors I have served and associate pastors who have been 
assigned to me. This record known will speak for itself. 

I do have and enjoy a good relationship, understanding and _cooperation of 
all staff members and coworkers at the parish level. I do believe and_ 
do experience a lovingt supporting and unifying parish community. 

. . . 

I can claim to be mentally sound, possess normal intelligence, of good 
character, loyal, balanced, compassionate, that I am gifted with gr·ea:t 
patience, and that I am very sensitive to feelings, needs and lives of 
others. 

II. OBSERVATIONS AND EXPERIENCES WITH FATHER MICHAEL E. WEMPE~ 

·He expressed to me that when the former associate pastor had ~en 
assigned for study in Rome, he petitioned the personnel board· to be 
assigned to me quote: "you are a nice man, and this is a super parish 11

•• 

He does have a pleasant, charming,_ friendly personality which is inviting, 
animates one, and opens the road to friendship. Anyone including myself 
feels comfortable in such encounters. Having heard from here and there 
that 11 Mike has problems- I am sorry for you 11

, I· tried to 1gnore this 
and went all the way.out to welcome him to the rectory and parish life, 
as refurnishing his living quarters, office, introducing and·recommending 
him to the community and sharing parish life~ 
He loves liturgy, preaching. dialogues, consulting people, he has a desire 
foryouth ministry and knows to relate. 

Slowly problems arose and we all experienced the other side of .Father Mike. 
One of his first statements were that he will play golf every Thursday and 
that_game and· day are of utmost importance; that he ·will attend tournaments, 
that he will go on a 4 weeks vacation every August. Asking why he will be 
gone for four weeks, h~ replied: Pastors do·- I have the same right. 
He expressed the wish to be in charge of CCD and I recommended to see, 
observe, and dialogue with present staff members. His r~action after 
doing this simply·was: 11 1 do not believe in the system ... four letter 
words .•. I will take over 11 

•. Expressing that I am ult1mately responsible 
for the total parish including CCD, he_ went into a violent rage maintaining 
that. he does not believe in a hierarchical structure, that he is copastor, does 
not tolerate supervision, criticism, inte~ference. Staff members of the 
ceo approached me on several occasions inquiring: 11 What' s wrong with this 
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man? 11 ~ 11 ~Je can't work witb him.u, 11 He is insulting 11
, 

11 He seems to ignore 
everybody and doing his own th.ing ... I tried to mediate, appease, reason, 

·call for patience. Relati~nships with·the CCD staff became so intolerable 
that Fr. Mike is not involved in CCD work whatsoever. 

Other avenues of·work involvement as convert classes, bible c1asses. 
calls to hospitals, sick at home are "not his bag"·- as he says. He 
only picks what he likes, does things the way he likes it, and what 

·pleases him. 

W~ile he loves liturgy, preaching, children's Masses and has some un1que 
and original ways of doing it, he seems in the total approach to do more 
harm than good. For instance: maintains that preaching over the 11turgical 
functions he alone is in charge and nobody is telling him what to do. On 
one occasion he played the guitar and sang a song in lieu of a sennon. On 
annother occasion before consecration he shares feelings with people. 11 The > 
greatest sacrifice for me is not to ·have a physical son •.. when I say 
the·words of consecration I receive and conceive a son- I place my son 
into your hands. . . 11 

. 

He does not wear clerical garbs around parish, including Sunday mornirig 
to the dismay of many people. His reaction to questions: 11 1 do not feel 
comfortable in it; 11 He does not wear a watch, 11 Reminds me of rules, 
commitments, makes me nervous. 11 

He has no tolerance and becomes extremely hostile if someonet when he cannot 
be reached, makes or changes appointments for him. On one occasion while 
asking him to take a funeral he screamed, yelled, became abusive in his 
language telling me that he will not.do what he has not arranged himself. 
At another occasion ~ just recently - white Fr. Mike was gone for a week 
I had to change Fr. Mike from the 7:30a.m. Mass on Christmas to a later 
Mass as the supply_priest had to take this Mass because of travel. When 
he saw this in the appo.intment book Fr. Mike stormed into my room, confronted 
me with violent threats, very abusive language, frightful behavior, screaming -
11 ! don't give a shit about you, you are not telling me what to do, I am 
appointed as pastor too, equal rights, equal in everything, I don't give 
a damn what you think~ .. 11 My sister who is ·housekeeper, and the dea.cdn 
assigned to this.parish, witnessed this horrible scene. · 

There is in Fr. Mike an unusual high degree of jealousy and hunger for 
popularity. He gets very angry when he is not called, consulted, singled 
out. On one·occasion he came into my room almost in tears expressing . 
that he is not loved. I had a drink with him, tried to reach out and share 
that any change in assignment is a forceful separation and a new beginning, 
that patiently he should give people a chance to get to know him and love . 
him, that in no time this can happen if he gets involved in parish functions. 

He does not seem to be ab1 e to make prudent judgments. He does converse 
with people, puzzles, confusei and disturbes them. On one occasion a 
reaction to one of his sermons came to me from one of the parishioners 
in a 1 etter addressed to him and me in which tile writer objected to the 
insulting remarks he used. He called several people on the issue and even 
expressed that he intends public clarification •. I pleaded with several 
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people to apologize', let·go~ keep quiet, as peace in the community was 
at .stake. 

III. EXISTING PROBLEMS OF CONCERN TO'ME: 

As difficulti-es and problems arose, from· the very beginning, I looked 
into myself, prayed over, consulted confidentially a few priests who 
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are knowledgeable, experience~ and in responsible positions, receiving 
guidance and advice. I tried practically everything to listen to Mike's 
cry for help, to reac·h out to him, .to be- sensitive, expressed a great 
deal of patience, spoiled him, tried to be finn. I tried to help, 
mediate, talk to him at table, cocktail hours, staff-meeting, had 
sharings as.he wished it .. Little by little I began to realize that th~ 
more I compromised, the more he demands, that the firmer I became, t~e 
more violent he reacts. I feel responsible to be sensitive·to Fr. Mike, 
to be aware of his feelings, to make his life at Sacred Heart a happy and 
growing experience,' to help him to be aware of his problems, to apologize 
for my failings, to be sensitive to his humaness, to be a helping hand 
to prese~ve.and foster ~is priesthood. 

IV. THE PROBLEM AND POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS: 

The existing problems-somewhat illustrated above affect and 1mpare me 
personally in my mental and physical well~being in the .parish work I am 
responsible for, and in my sharing and commitment to others, as one 
parishioner remarked: 11 You don't have the enthusiasm and sparkle lately, 
as you used to have. Got probl ems? 11 

The rectory life suffered with these unhappy experiences, and it seems there 
is no relief to it. Staff members are puzzled, confused, handicapped in 
their work, at times have been scandalized by his behavior. 

Serious and alarming effects are. showing up in the parish corrmunity. Once 
a happy family, there appear polarization of parishioners, dismanteling of 
parishioners from leadership and from activities not carried or innovated 
by Fr. Mike. Loyalty is confused, questioned and dissentions, wandering 
away of people are being experienced. . 
All these experiences are not occasional happenings or impulsive intrusions, 
situations, they are on the contrary continuous re-occurrences.of unhappy 
confrontations. This is a very serious-pfoblem, the parish unity is at 
stake, 1 feel-lik~ having a skyjacker on board endangering, harassing the 
flight. . . 
I do believe that_ Fr: Mike suffers from psychic disorders of paranoid \/ 
reactions, has schizophrenic behavior, and that 11 chip-on-the-shoulder" 1 
attitude. He cannot be helped by me, he is in need of profession help. 
In all sincerety I cannot see that a continuation of Fr. Mike's 
assignment to me. will ever improve at this point, it only will get worse, 
might even be fatai. His past assignments point to this difficulty. 
Having received professional attention and care I can see Fr. Mike more 
fulfilled in a special ministry where he has freedom to expand, to 
expierment, be on his own, as he has expressed himself: "I hate to be 
forced to live in a rectory, I desire to live in my own house." 
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Februcry 2, 1978 

Your Eminence: 

~his date I interviewed Fath~r Michael Wempe. 

1 )· I indicated the: difficulties I have had in trying to place him in the 
Ventura County area; 

2) I tQ.ld him that three separate priests had reeommended that I 

REDACTED , 

·suggest that he have professional help, primarily due to dtfficultles 
we have heard existed in rectories to which he hcs been assigned. 

Monsignor Rowden 
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Rev. Msgr. Thomas J. Curry 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90015 

Dear Tom, 

2:3S NO~TH NINTH STF15:e::T" 

SANTA F'AUL.A, CAI..IFORNIA 93060 

TC:I..C:PHONE (905) 525•214g 

May 22, 1987 

This is not going to be an easy letter to write. Before I get 
into the matter, I would like to assure you that the young man who 
just got out of jail has found a place to stay and has already 
li~ed up a full time job in a meat market plus a part time job 
helping a man remodel his home. 

The reason for my writing at this time, however, is something 
which I dis.cussed at great length with Fr. REDACTED who 
suggested that I write to you and also notify REDAC~ED of" 
the problem. Since Mike and I have had a great deal of friction 
I had hesitated in bringing this up, wonderin~ if it would just 
be mud slinging on my part. But sinceREDACTED has made me aware 
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6£ how sensitive the board is to matters of scandal involving priests 
in sex related issues, I feel that my silence can no longer be 
justified. 

Before I begin, I want to affirm that no one, to my knowledge, 
has made any accusations. But the potential for danger appears 
to me.to be very great. 

When I came here, there was a king size. bed in my bedroom. ·I 
used only half of it. Meanwhile, Mike was sleeping diagonally on 
a double size bed; I suggested that we switch beds, since I didn't 
need such a big bed and he could easily use one. So we swi'tched 
beds on the Saturday after Easter. After we had moved his bed into 
my roourt the housekeep~r came in and told me that I should throw out 
that doutile size matress and buy a new one. I asked her why, since 
it ap~eared all right to me. She then·told me that two years ago 
Mike had a ten year old. boy sleeping with him and the kid wet the 
bed and soaked the matress. I saw no stain on it, so I have kept 
the matress. 

iJ~st about a ·week ago, she· again repeated her urging. I told 
her that I didn't see any reason to throw it out because'it was only 
wet .on once. She then said: "No, Father, it happened at least three 
times that I know of." She told me the boy had broq.ght a sleeping 
bag with him, but it was never used and she would find the bed soaking 
wet. 
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I am pretty certain that this is the same boy that Mike took 
with him, just the two of them, in his house-trailer from April 20th 
to the 22nd, this year. He played golf here on the 22nd and then 
left aga'in the next morning in his trail~r with two other boys, 
who are brothers, ages 7 and 12. 'They·tdo were gone for two days. 
Though I have no evidence that anything improper occured, -the whole 
situation seems extremely imprudent. · 

There is another aspect of his relatiC:mship with these boys 
that disturbs me, and that is the issue of firearms. About two 
weeks ago, the public school teacher of this seven your old child 
called-on the phone, seeking advice. She was disturbed by the anger 
and hatred that this boy has exhibited ii1 class, both in his conduct 
and in his written work. The child's father,REDACTED 

REDACTED The child has never ac-
cepted it. What disturbed the teacher, among other things, wa~_a 
story .that the child wrote about shooting and.killing a rattlesnake 
with a gun. He said that it made him feel good when /:le did that, 
The teacher was wondering if she should bring this matter up with 
the child's mother, since she knew there was already a lot of stress·. 
in the home. But the teacher also expressed astonishment that any 
adult would let a seven year old child, especially one that is so 
angry, shoot a gun. 

It came. as a shocker to me when I rea.lized that Mike was the 
one she was talking about 1 .even though she was.unaware of it.· 
Mike told me that they had killed a rattlesnake when they were away 
during Easter week,. and h~even showed me the snake's skin. I have 
trouble with the idea of priests teaching children to shoot guns, 
apart from the question of this particular child's emotional problems. 

How much and how many people know about the matters I have related 
here I would qave no way of knowing. Mike is still very much·in- · 
valved with the three boys mentioned above. I would judge that his 
association with them is rather widely known, since he usually 
schedules them to serve only at his Masses and he is ve_ry close 
friends with their families. 

. ·' 

I have discussed this situation with REDACTED He asked 
that I relay in this letter that he would like you to coqtact him 
about. this matter as soon as possible. There are other de'tails 
whicn he can relate to you, including names which I do not wish 
to put.-·in writing. 

cc REDACTED 

Sincerely yours, 
REDACTED 
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OFFICE OF VICAR FOR CLERGY 
(213) .251·3284 

June 17, 1987 

REDACTED 
Servants of the Paraclete 
Jemez Springs 
New Mex.i'co 87025 

Dear REDACTED 

Since Father Michael Wempe is going to Jemez Springs on 
Monday, June 22 for the diagnostic program there, I. am 
sen~ing you some bacground information. We hope that as 
a result of the diagnostic tests, the program there will 
be able to.accept and assist him. 

Earlier this year, Father· Wempe applied for the pastorate 
of St. Sebastian parish in Santa Paula. He was not 
uppointed, but the whole process of the appointment of a 
pastor to the parish and subsequent events there have 

. brought his life increasingly under review by several people. 

At a public hearing in the parish before the selection of 
a new pastor, attended by about 120 persons), it emerged that 
some people.were very much in favor of Father Wempe's being 
appointed pastor •. They cited his excellent qualities: his 
ability to work with youth, his liveliness; preaching, 
liturgy, etc. I.t also emerged that others were very much· 
opposed to such an appointment. They saw him as being a 
part of the problems in the parish and said that what the 
parish needed was a whole new start: It would be difficult 
to estimate the numbers in either of these groups, but 
they were definitely distinct entities. 

When Father Wempe came to the Personnel Board for. his inter­
view, the·members were surprised--! might even say distressed-­
as a resul-t; of tpe meeting. They found him "hyper," extra­
ordinarily emotionally attached to the parish. He seeme~ t~ 
emphasize that he.was totally loved by the people, and yet 
when they asked hi~ about how to reconcile with those who 
disagreed with him or did not want him as pastor, he seemed 
to have a completely unrealistic assessment of his ability 
to do so. 

The Board was so unfavorably impressed that none of its 
members ~ould even consider recommending him for the pastorat•'· 
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I make no Judgment about subsequent events. However, I would 
point out that Father Wempe's behavior since the appointment of 
a new pastor has not been conducive to the latter's really . 
taking over and getting a hold on the assignment. For instance, 
Father Mike wept in introducing him at all the Masses and let 
the people know how disappointed he had been in his· failure to 
get the appointment. 

There have also been many and fairly severe conflicts with the 
new pastor, though I repeat that I am making ho judgment as to 
blame in this instance. The Board members, however, have felt 
strongly for some time that it is essential that Father Mike be 
awaY, from St. Sebastian. 

His history 'of conflict. in parishes. goes back a. long way. There 
are several letters in the files, some indicating extreme .appro­
bation for him but others very critical of ~im. There is one 
note saying that Monsignor Rawden, the former Chancellor, inter­
viewed him in February 1978 and told him then that three separate 
priests had recommended he receive professional help, primarily 
because of difficulties existing in rectori~s. 

A 'number of priests have expressed admiration for Father Mike·' s 
love of the Litutgy, for his preaching, and his ability to.relate 
to young people. However, the other side.they see is an inability 

·to deal with authority--especially pastors' authority~-and his 
going into almost inc.ontrollable rage ·when challenged ·on this. 
They have pointed out an absolute determination on his part to 
take over, to use very strong language about pastors, about 
hierarchical authority, about any.kind of authority that seems to 
challenge his own. 

·He has had diffi'culty working with staff members in parishes .. 
They have c.laimed he was irrational, insulting, and impossible 
to work with. Some of these complaints are t.hat things he does 
not like to do, e.g., visiting hospital, he Simply dismisses and 
says "tha~ 1 s not my thing" and utterly refuses to do them. 

. . 
While he cares about the Liturgy and is talented in that area, 
again, some of tne complaints have been that it absolutely had 
to be handled his way, that no one could discuss planning or 
anything else with him. 

There are also complaints about violent verbal attacks on pas~ors, 
abusive la~guage, screaming, and rage. He seems to have an 
extraordinary. hunger fo·r popularity and affi:rmati,on. 

There does run through the complaints about him the allegation 
that he does not make prudent judgments, that his behavior tends 
to alienate and upset people and get them unreasonably angry with 
him, and that, p6ssibly,· he does ~his to get their attention. 
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REDACTED 

During an interview with him, the Archbishop mentioned that there 
is no place he could get the Personnel Board to recommend Mike for 
now, either as pastor or in any other capacity. I believe this · 
to be the case and feel his reputation is such that the vast majorit 
of priests in the Archdiocese would be nervous or fearful of working 
with him. 

Incidentally, Father Mike has been going to see a psychologist 
for the past several years: 

. I" 

n .... REDACTED 
REDACTED 

-Dr. REDACTED has said he wouid indeed be willing to send a report 
to Jemez Springs if needed and also willing to talk to one of the 
staff perso·ns there if that would be helpful. He comes highly 
recommended by several priests in the Archdiocese. · 

In addition to the complaints about conflicts in rectories, there 
is another issue surrounding Father Wempe .that tends to be more 
serious, although there isless hard evidence on it and I must admit 
that most of it is conjecture and rumor. · However the rumors tend 
to be both consistent and persistent, and they deal with his 
relationship with small boys or with teenagers. It· is true that he 
does--according to his own admission--spend much of his free time 
with minors. He has allowed these minors .{we believe some of them 
may be as young as seven years old) to use firearms. 

He has also had minors stay overnight in his present assignmen.t. 
They spent the ·time in his room, and there are allegations that 
they spent.time also in his bed. He has continued to have minors 
in his room, though not staying o~ernight, and specifically had 
one in his room after the Regional Bishop has asked the pastor to 
see that he did not do· s.uch a thing. 

He has had a teenage boy live with him in a trailer during one 
of his assignments. There is also an allegation--and this one 
involves a specific person--that he did touch a person· improperly 
a number of years ago, when the person was still a. minor. Again, 
I would emphasize the existence of a consistent and persistent 
belief on the part of a number of priests that he has had imprope~ 
and imprudent re~ationships with minors. 

Because of concern about these relationships and becau.se of his 
consistent inability to relate with other priests, t~e Archdiocese 
feels the time has come ·when he simply must have help if he is to 
continue to make use of the many talents he has and to minister 
fruitfully in the Archdiocese. I wish to be fair and candid in 
this assessment1 and I would be niost willing to elaborate on · 
anything in this letter or speak to any of your staff persons if. 
that were deemed useful. 

sinc~rst::Ja · 

(Rev. Msgr.) Thdrna~ 
u.; ,_,..,. r~r C"l t=!rav 
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PAAACLETE 

Jemez Springs, New Mexico 87025 (505) 829-3586 

December 23, 1987 

Most Reverend Reger Mahony, D.D. 
ArchbishOP of Los Angeles 
1631 West Nlnth Street 
Los Angeles, Callfornla 90015 

Dear Archbishop Mahony. 
REDACTED 
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3) Future mlnlatry- for the tlme being. he needs to be 1n &·Sltuatlcn 
which wl,l J· allow hliD to avoid aJ I contact wl th minors and also help him stay 
away frca the epportunlty for forming manlpu-tatlve· relatlonshlps with people· 

·who are relatively vulnerable. This does not only apply to mlnors and l~ not 
only a sexu~ matter, but flts·tnto a pattern that Mike has been involved ln 
varlous po....,lft. hls life. . : · . 

4> C> Flftcne as set cut."ln the meetln; with Honsl;noc- Tea. Curry euch ·as: 
no physlc:z)1flact wltb miners except to shake handl!t. n'ever beln; alone .wl th 
minors, et ., · . · · . 

REDACTED 
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<Verv ~> Llam J. Hoare,. e.P., M.A., C.A.C. · 
Director of Foundation Hous 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
I 531 WEST NINTH STREET 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 9001 5-119A 
(213) 25 1·3200 

OFFICE OF VICAR FOR CLERCY 
(213) 251·3284 . 

January 6, 1989 

.Rev. Michael Wempe 
St. Ambrose Church 
1281 Fairfax ·Ave 
Los Angeles, CA 90046 

Dear Mike: 

Many thanks for coming to see me last week~ In the 
·course of our conversation, I mentioned that REDACTED 
had called me earlier in the year about a problem he had 
with you some time ago. I suggested he go to therapy 
and gave him the n~me·of a therapist~ Subsequeritly, the 

. Archdiocese received· and paid the enclosed bills. 

In matters of sexual misconduct or other problems involving 
clergy, the Archdio~ese is firm in maintaining that it is 
the responsibility of the priest involved to assist the 
injured party.· Therefore, in instances such as ·this, . 

. we·~sk that the priest be responsible for the cos~ of the 
therapy. For this reason I am forwarding the enclosed 
bills to you and·asking that you reimburse the Archdiocese· 
in the amount of $490. 

The la~t bill was for Ju:qe. 28/ 1988 so I assume therapy 
is not continuing. If· there are further request~ for 
assistance, I will be.sure to contact you about them. 

Thank you for your consideration iri this .ma.tter. and 
please do not hesitate to contact me if you have need 
for further information. 

Sincerely your~ in Christ, 

(Rev • Ms gr . ) Thomas J • C ur.ry 
Vicar for Cler9y 

REDACTED 

Enclosure 

cc: Archbishop. Mahohy 
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1531 WEST t-lii/TH STREET 
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OFFICE OF VICA~ FOR CLERGY 
(213) 251-3284 

February 17, 1989 

Rev. Michael Wempe 
St. Arnbros Church 
1281 Fairfax Avenue 
Los ~ngeles, CA 90046 

Dear Mike: 

I very much .:tppreciate ~:our bringing a check for $~90 
to me last Wednesday. 

While the amount may be small, th~ ~rtion donR signify 
to ·me a continued willingness to commit your~~Lf tn 
your continued recovery. 

Fraternally, 

(Rev. ~sgr.) Thomas J. Curry 
Vicar for Clergy 

.. ...... ... ·~· ··- _._ ........ _ ........ , ....... . .... ··- --.,- .... ·-----·------.... 

Ult'!W.&EL E. WEMPE 
REDACTED 

'"'Wesr' H'oi.:~vwooo. ci; 90o4s _;:."9· 
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Mahony 
Regrets. 
Transfer 
of Priest 
By BErn SHUSTER 
and RICHARD WINTON 
TIMES STAFf WRITERS 

Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 
said Friday he erred when he 
transferred a priest accused of 
molesting children to Cedars-

1 Sinai Medical Center about 14 
years ago wi~out telling has· 
'pita! officials about the aile~· 
tions. 

In his first pubilc comments 
. on a sex abuse case involving 

the Los Angeles Archdiocese, 
Mahony said he never. should 
have assigned Father Michael 
Wempe to Cedars-Sinai with­
out infor-ming hospital officials 
that he had removed Wempe 
from his parish and ordered 
him to a New Mexico treat­
nwnt facility. for evaluation 
and counseling. · · 

After the treatment, Ma· 
hony said, he was told Wempe 
could be trusted to work a$ a 
priest ii he were in a super· 
vised job without access to 
children. Mahony §aid he was 
told Wempe Cotlld serve In a 
prison or a hospital. 

When he assigned Wempe 
to Cedars-Sinai, Mahony said, 

· he did not know it had a pedi- ' 
atric unit. 

"1 think that was a mistake 
on our part then to not simply' 
tell them of his backgrotmd," 
Mahony told 'l'he Times. ! 
"That should have been done. 
I ~e reaponsibility for that.'' 

In retrospect, Mahony said, : 
he should have forced Wempe· 
to immediately resign after 
hearing of the abuse allega­
tions. "Fourteen years [later] 
is so different," said Mahony, 
who has headed the L.A. 
Arcl:idiocese since 1985. "lf 
that had been today, he would 

Please see MAHONY, AU 

RELATED STORY 

Law won't quit: In a letter to 
priests, the cardinal makes it 
clear he'll stay on the job. A14 

Los Angeles Times 
News Article 

Saturday, Aprill3, 2002 
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~ntinued from A1 
have been out of the priesthood." 

Mahony said he did not report 
Wempe's abuse allegations to po-o 
lice at . the time. He assigned 
Wempe to Cedars-Sinai, where he 
worked from 1988 until last month, 
when Mahony forced him to retire 
under his recent "zero tolerance" 
policy against maintaining abusers 
in the church. 

Mahony said he recently gave 
Wempe's name to the Los A.ng~es 
Pollee Department to review past 
·allegations against him. 

Wempe. 62; could not be reached 
for comment Friday, He had been 
living at a church parish attached 
to a school south of Hancock Park, 
according to a parish dir1!clory and 
interviews, but has since moved to 
Seal Beach. · 

Cedars~Sinai officials said they 
learned Friday about past allega· 
tions against .Wempe. Grace 
Cheng, spokeswoman for Cedars· 
Sinai, said officials contacted the 
archdiocese earlier thi~ week after 
inquiries from The Times. Repre-­
sentatives of the archdiocese met 
Friday with top officials of Cedars­
Sinai. 

"There were absolutely no com­
plaints or claims or any issues of 
impropriety or misconduct" while 
Wempe was at the hospital, Cheng 
said. 

Hospital· oWcials described 
Wempe as well-liked. Mahony said 
he attended a ·luncheon in the 
chaplain's honor a couple of years 
ago. A retirement party scheduled 
for this month was canceled at 
Wempe's request, officials said. 

"To the best of oiJr knowlqe­
. . . this particular priest was ~­
tioning very well and effectivelJ, 
Mahony said. "As far as we lmaw:· 
there was never a hint" of any im· 
propriety at the hospital. · 

On Wednesday, two brothers, 
now. grown, filed a lawsuit ln 
Orange County Superior Court al­
leging they had been sexually 
abused by Wempe from about 1976 
to 1985. The suit also names the . 
archdiocese, alleging that senior 
priests knew-or should have 
known-of Wempe's misconduct 
but failed to intervene. 

Brothers Say Transfers · 
Didn't Stop· the Abuse 

In an interview Friday with their 
atto:ney present, Mark and L~e 
Bash!orth, who asked that th~1r 
names be published, said the abuse 
began in a Ventura County p~h 
and continued· as Wempe was 
transferred to other·area churches. 
Both men said they only recently 
remembered the abuse. 

"I was 8 or 9 years old and I am 
staying in the rectory in his room 
overnight, where there is only one 
bed," said Lee Bathforth, 32. 

Archdiocese officials had not 
seen the lawsuit and would not 
comment Friday. · 

Mahony said he believed a thera .. 
pist Wempe saw in 1987 reported 
the case to authorities, but the car· 
dina! was not certain. A source with 
knowledge oi the case said allega­
tions about Wempe ~re reported 
to the archdiocese in 1987 or 1988. 

The Loa Angeles A1clldiocese is 
among a number of Roman Cath~ 
lie ministries enmeshed in the 
widening se:x abuse scandal. Re­
cent and decades-old accusatiorui of 
abuse by priests.and others affili· 
ated with the church .began draw• · 

An:hdlocele Lcr .Anplei2002Catholk~ 

Father Michael Wempe, seen in 
1966 photo, was ordered to a· 
treatment. center in the 1~80s. r 
ing natiorui.I attention after highly­
publicized cases in Boston earlier . 
thisyear. . 1 

Los Angeles Times 
News Article 

Saturday, ApriU3, 2002 
(continued) 
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. The Times reported in March 
that six to 12 priests had ~n dis­
missed by Mahony in February for 
past sexual abuse of minors. Ma· 
hony, under growing pressure t.o 
reveal details about the cases. 
would say only that "a few" priests, 
almost all of them retired, were in· 
volved. 

On Friday, Mahony continued to 
refuse to name priests accused of 
sexual abuse," repeating earlier 
statements that he has been asked · 
by two victims not to divulge the 
priests' names; 

For the first time, however, Ma.· 
hony clarified the number of 
known sex abuse cases. He said. 
seven cases allegedly. occurred be­
fore 1997, four in the last five years 
and another four were connected to 
prierts who have since left the min­
istry and cannot be found. There 
were also a smaller group of alleg­
edly abusive priests who are now 
dead, Mahony said. 

In a 90-ininute interview, con­
ducted Friday afternoon in the resi- · 
dence receiv'tng room of the new 
downto=wn cathedral, Mahony said 
the cases "gnaw" at him. He said 
he has trouble sleeping when he 

· thinks about the victims. 
"r keep reaffirming my own 

pledge to do everything in my 
power to make sure no one is 
harmed by the church·," Mahony 
said. "That's what keeps me up at· 
night: real sadness, sorrow, devas­
tation." 

RCALA 011614 
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I Priest Was Trusted 
Friendof the Family 

Marlt Bashtorth said that 
Wempe, who was a trusted family 
friend, began molesting him when 
he was 12. Then Wempe turned his 
attenti<ms to Lee, who was 8, th~ 
brothers claiin. They allege they 
were m.olested on overnight trips 
and during other activities. 
Ia Baihforth safti he recalled the 

abuse, which -he had suppressed 
from hls memory, about a month 
ago, watching coverage of the grow­
Ing sex scandal. He Sltid he had al­
lowed Wempe to help officiate at his 
wedding ceremol}Y last year. . 

"Do you think I'd let him any­
where near my wedding, if I had re-
membered?" Lee said. . 
. After recalling'.t'he abuse, Lee 
Bashfotth said, he called ~k. 39, 
and they began to sob together on 
the telephone. 

"Bec!ause it such a traumatic 
memory, the mind does not let you 
recall these things," Mark Bash-; 
forth s.Qid. "[Wempe] gave a bless·! 
ing in Lee's wedding ceremony. He! 
did that knowing what he had done! 
to my brother. How could he carry) 
on this charade?" J 

R. Richard Farneli, a Newport~ 
Beach attorney ~epresenting the:[ 
bro~hers, said Wempe had a his .. ! 
tory at-abuse that was ignored by .. 
the archdiocese. . : 

"The church concealed tJte truth;, 
about this priest ior decades, mov··~· 
ing hin'l !rom parish to parish, with· 
out l!llY thought for the children,"; 

. Farnell said. "There are going to be1 
. other victims out there. A pedo-t 
phile does not just do this once." .I . 

Los Angeles· Times 
News Article 

Saturday, April 13, 2002 
(continued) 

409485 

CCI 006079 



Priest Held Again in Alleged Sex Abuse Los Angeles Times 
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------------------------------------~-----·------Headlines Fr-ona Act-oss ti""le Natiot""'l 

News From 
CALIFORNIA 

BACK TO: 

Priest H·eld Again in Alleged 
Sex Abuse 
Earlier charges against the former Cedars-Sinai chaplain 
were dismissed after a high court ruling. New allegations 
aren't affected by that decision. · 

By Richard Winton - LA Times 
September 11, 2003 

A retired Roman Catholic priest reassigned by Cardinal Roger 
M. Mahony to Cedars-Sinai Medical Center after the priest was 
accused of molesting boys in the 1980s was arrested Wednesday 
on suspicion of sexually abusing a child in his chaplain's office 
at the hospital from 1990 to 1995. 

The Rev. Michael Wempe was one of 10 priests whose charges 
of sexual abuse were dismissed this summer after a U.S. 
Supreme Court decision invalidated the prosecution of decades­
old molestation cases. The 63-year-old cleric had been charged 
in June with molesting five boys between 1977 and 1986 in 
Westlake Village, Palmdale and Ventura. He was released from 
jail this summer in the wake of the court ruling. 

The new allegations, prosecutors said, cover a time period not 
affected by the high court decision. 

The latest reported victim, now 24-years old, came forward only 
after hearing the other charges against Wempe had been 
dropped, authorities said. Wempe, who was arrested while eating 
breakfast at his Seal Beach retirement home, is beii1g held in lieu 
of $2-million bail. · · 

Mary Grant, spokeswoman for the California chapter of 
Survivors Network for those Abused by Priests, said the latest 
allegations show the consequences of failing to fire and report 
abusive priests. "This cardinal transferred a priest Who molested 
a new victim," she said. 

After learning ofthe sex abuse allegations, Mahony ordered 
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Priest Held Again in Alleged Sex Abuse 

Wempe to complete psychiatric treatment and then transferred 
Wempe to Cedars-Sinai in 1988. Mahony later acknowledged he 
should not have reassigned Wempe without telling hospital 
officials about the accusations. Instead, Mahony told The Times 
last year, he should have reported Wempe to police and forced 
him to immediately resign. 

"There had been absolutely no allegations against Wempe 
following his therapy and during his longtime placement at 
Cedars-Sinai," said Tod Tamberg, the archdiocese spokesman. 
"We thought he was one of our success stories. If this allegation 
proves true, it will be a bitter disappointment." 

Donald Steier, one of Wempe's attorneys, also expressed 
surprise. 

"I am shocked. I cannot help but be suspicious of the timing of 
these allegations after the Supreme Court decision," he said, 
maintaining his client's innocence. 

Los Angeles County Sheriff's Sgt. Dan Scott of the Family 
Crimes Bureau, said the alleged victim was 11 when the abuse 
began in 1990. Wempe was a family friend, the victim told 
authorities, who allegedly molested him in a car and the 
chaplain's office, Scott said. The man was not a patient at the 
hospital at the time. 

The alleged victim, who was not identified by authorities, came . 
forward after the Supreme Court ruling, which has affected as 
many as 800 cases statewide and more than 200 in Los Angeles 
County. The high court decision voided a state law that gave 
prosecutors one year to file charges after they were notified of 
alleged sex crimes, regardless ofwhen the crimes occurred. 
Prosecutors say that under the ruling they can file charges only 
for alleged abuse that happened after 1988. · 

Wempe's accuser told sheriffs investigators that he "was too 
ashamed to come forward earlier because he believed that 
Wempe would be convicted and sentenced on the testimony of 
the other victims," Scott said. 

Cedars-Sinai officials said they first learned of abuse allegations 
against Wempe after he left the hospital last year. 

"Based upon a review of our security records, we have 
confirmed there were no complaints or claims of misconduct 
regarding Father Wempe during the time he was assigned by 
L.A. Archdiocese to the hospital," said Grace Cheng, vice 
president of public relations. 
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Mahony forced Wempe to retire last year from the Cedars 
chaplaincy and from the active clergy, along with six other 
accused priests, as he retroactively applied a zero-tolerance 
policy for sex abusers in the Los Angeles Archdiocese. 

Mahony told The Times he had ordered Wempe to aNew 
Mexico treatment facility after the allegations in the 1980s. After 
treatment, Mahony said, experts told him that Wempe could be 
trusted to work in a place without access to children, such as a 
jail or hospital. Mahony said he was unaware that Cedars had a 
pediatric unit. Mahony said he did not report the abuse 
allegations to police until last year. He said he thought a 

. therapist who treated Wempe in the 1980s had reported it earlier. 

Other alleged victims of Wempe said Wednesday that the arrest 
showed how the L.A. Archdiocese acted like the Boston 
Archdiocese under former Cardinal Bernard Law - transferring 
pedophiles who continued to abuse children. 

"Mahony and Bernard Law were reading from the same 
operating manual," said Lee Bashforth, 3 3, an alleged victim of 
Wempe during the 1970s. "They sacrificed young people to 
these sexual predators." 

Bashforth and his brother were ages 8 and 12, respectively, 
when, he alleged, Wempe began abusing them at the Westlake 
Village parish of St. Jude where they served as altar boys. 
Bashforth was among the five alleged victims Wempe was 
accused of molesting in June. 

"I am just so sorry this had to happen, you know, that these kinds 
of things happened," Wempe said after he was released the 
following month. "I'm happy that it's been dismissed." 

Wempe's church personnel files were among those demanded by 
the Los Angeles County Grand Jury. The archdiocese has fought 
the release of documents reflecting communications between top 
church officials and priests, Claiming it would violate their civil 
rights. 

Los Angeles County Dist. Atty. Steve Cooley said the Wempe 
case "underscores the importance of ongoing litigation with the 
Los Angeles Archdiocese relative to records sought as criminal 
evidence in allegations of priests abusing children." 

Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests 
www.snapnetwork.org 
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-J?P.est:ArreSt~JQf:i\llegedSexAb~e-,_ 

..,t.· 

... 

[Pii~st1from;;au~im . · g~ve.pro~~~l,ltGrsoney~toine appn~~- a· zero-toler~ce ~oticY: .~e~iti~datgrs:·~ ... ·:··. 
_niaintahi.ing lJ!s. client's' -Inno· el)arges·atter-~hf:Ywe~).lotlfi.ed for sex: abusers Jp ~e Los-An- .. Jand his brother 
, c~nc~.· . · · . · • _- · : of alleged ~ex crftn~s; ~elthrdle~s gelesArchd.IOcElSe. . · . · ·. -were. ages 11 ~d 1~, .respectlv:elY, 

Los .{\Pgeles-county SherJ1l's ~l when .the crimes. pcc~ed.- : . :M~ony told Th~ ~es ~~ -wh~~- he alletred, WemJ?~_begaii 
Sgt. pap. s_cott of _the F.ainity Prosecutors say that l,Uldeit the" b1¥f ot4e~ed Wempe tQ .a New _ abUs,mg ~ at the·w~_stlake 
Crimes Bureau, said the alJ.!lged nilJ:ng they can·:fil,e charges oril,y ·-Mexic;O tr~atment facility alter • Y.illage pariSh of SkJude where 

·-Victim was 11 wbenthe al:iuse be- · for all,eged ab~e tliat happened the a1legatlons'it1the 1980~1U1er .: they seived as altar boys: · 
ganin 1990 •. \Vempe w~ afamily. atter l98B. · · · • - · • · ·treatment, Mahony'satd. experts· · -- was among "the five ·alleged : 
ftiend. the. victim told S:uthor-·. , WemJ?e'.s·accusef told !IDer·. told .bhiiJ<hat Wenipe·conld_ be· 'viCtimS ~emP,e·v_;ra8-ac,t;!~sed of 
1ties, who !illegf!d)y molestedbim. Drs iJ:!.ve::;tigators thl!t he. ''was t~~ to :work in_ a, place yntb.-. mol~gfn~une. •. -. _ ·. 
in a-t:ar and the chaplain's omce, too ashamed to come t:orward . out access ·tQ cbildren, such as a. '11 am just so sorry this·h~ to 

.•. Scott said. The man was not a · earlier because he believed that jail or hospital. Mal:iollY' sald ~e: blippeD. you kriow, ·that these 
patient at the hQspital at 'the :Wempe W9uld be-convicj;ed.and WaS lini!-Ware that·Cedani had a. kinds of. things · happened,'~ 

.· ~1·.1 time; . · . - .. ·· - · - seritericed ori·thE! testimony of ·pediatric tinit .. Milhony sald'he • Wempe !laid .after lie Y.,~ re-
. The' aneged victim, wiio was the othe.rvJctJJns,"! Seritt said.. · · did.not report the ab\:li!e allega~ . leas~d the tonowtng mon~h. 'll'm 

·.not identified. bY· authoritieS,·- cec:Iars-Sinill:·.:omm'als: said -tlonsto-ponceuntillastyear.He -hsppythatit'&beendiSmtssed." 
came forward atterthe Supreme· . J¥eYfir~leaj:ned otab~e allega- . said he thought a-therapist 'who. . Wempe's. church persodp:el 
Court JUllng, which has atrecte~ . · ~ns ag8lbst·Weinpe afl;~r.Jieleft treated, Wempe_in-~J;t~ ~gsos J,lad ·files·. were· ~ng. :thi'>!le ~e­
.as inany as 800 cases statewide· thehospittillaslfyear. , ... '·· · ~ reportetiltearller. · .- . · ·.· .manded by the Los .Angeles 
and ;more·.tlian. 200 in Loa An· . "Ba!Ied tipon a review of.our : , Other· alleged ·vieifms of . Coi.tnty .Grand Jury;:_j$e arch­
geles CountY- '1he higli oourt de- -· s~Curity ·reeotds~ ·we have con· · Wemp~: said W-edDeiidaythat·the di.oce~ })as fought th'e fetease of . 

.. clsion. voided a atate law that ·:firmedthere:Werenoeomplaint~~· ,'ertest' ~hqwed how the L.A.~. dc;ummentsieflectmg,:coininuD,i-. 
. . . · · - ... ·· . or 'claims o£miseo.D4uct regar!i-: ~dloc;ese a~ted like. the Bos_. .. cations betwe.e~, toi> ¢hW:Ch om-

. . · mg Father Wenipe ·dm_ing.'tbe ton· Archdiocese .under former ci~ ~nd priests;. ,~'iafnrl1!g it 

' • ··• i.~ .. r1 
.... 

....••. !'· .... 

t!ine -~ '!?8!3 ai:signi!d. by L.A. · .cardln'ai Bem~-:liaw ""': ~an8,. :. woulil vlolat~~cli-Civhflgli~. · ~ 
~bdfoces!!' ·tQ· the ·hospJI;al," ·feq:Ing pedophiles who i:ontfn..: ·· -LOs ,!Ulgeles .Cm,mf;y .Dlst.. 
said Grace·qbeilg, vice president·.·. ned to abuse chilareD. . . .. , . · .. ·A.tty. Stev.e Cobley 'siiid · the 
·!'fpribliCrelatti?rls- :_ '· .·. · · · _ ·:"}4:ahony. and Bemard,;Law .Wellip~; 6asti ·IJUrider8cores. the. 

. ,Me,b.pQY foTCeii Wempe .tore- . were rea~g.fro:r:rf~~e same on~ . imPortance .. of ongqtng Jijjg'~tion 
_tlre·~t-year ~ 't:tte·CediU's-- etal;~gmanuaitsmd i~·wJ.th.t~llq>Qs Apgell(!s ~h:dfo­
cbaP.).alney and' from; tQe .actf,Ve·: !. ~3, ·. 8!1· ~!!ged victilJ! _of·_ .cese-~atiYe to records s-~ti~Jht.as 
clergy, along with six other ac .. _ ~eq:Jpe d~g the· ,19?:~s;_-u'I'bey :c~al evi(lenee- Jn ~egati~ns 
eusedpriest!i,asheretroactlyely .- s~ayoungpeople to these·. ofpijestsabusing-clJlldien." .. 
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Former priest arrested for allegedly molesting'california boy 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES - A former Roman Catholic priest was arrested Wednesday for 
allegedly molesting a boy in the. 1990s, following his release after 4:2 
similar charges were.recently dropped against him. 

Michael Wempe, 63, was booked for investigation of child molestation and was 
being held on $2 million bail, sheriff's Sgt. Dan Scott said. Wempe is 
scheduled to be arraigned Thursday. . . 

The earlier charges were dropped in JUne, after the u.s. Supreme Court 
struck down a law that erased the statute of limitations on decades-old 
molestation cases •. 

Scott said the alleged victim in·the latest case, now an adult, thought 
Wempe would be convicted of the original charges but decided to step forward 
after that case was dismissed because he feared Wempe would go free, Scott 
said. 

More than. BOO ·child molestation cases were ordered dismissed in California 
after the ruling, but the court's decision·did not affect cases that 
occurrea after 1988. 

Wempets lawyer Donald Steier said the timing was suspicious·because it came 
so close to the Supreme Court's decision. 

"We find the allegations shocking,· and I find the timing of this entire 
affair to be highly suspect," Steier said. He said the allegations may have 
been made in reaction to the ·court's decision. 

"A lot of people were ang;Y," he said. 

The alleged victim said the molestation began when he was ll and lasted from 
1~90 to 1995, authorities said. Wempe was a family friend and a popular 
chaplain at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, where some of the alleged 
molestations took place. 

"If this allegation proves to be true, this is·a terrible disappointment. 
T~ese are serious charges" said Tod Tamberg, spokesman for the Archdiocese 
of Los Angeles. "Frankly, we thought father Wempe was one of our success 
stories.'' 

:Wempe was treated 15 years ago ;u:ter allegations surfaced of se~_ ... l 
-misconduct. He was later transferred to work in a supervised role and was to 

have no access to children, acco!ding to the archdiocese. 

"He was placed at Cedars-Sinai for a very long time with absolutely no 
complaints," Tamberg said. 11 Re was placed in a· ministry that it was 
recommended would be appropriate for him." 

Wempe was first arrested in May and charged.with molesting five boys, ages 7 
to ~5, between the mid 1970s to the mid 19BOs in Los Angeles, Ventura and 
San Diego counties. Wempe maintains his innocence" in that case.· 

The nation's largest archdiocese has about 5 million members in 120 ·cities 
covering Santa Barbara, Ventura and Los Angeles counties . 

. \ 
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Police Arrest Freed Priest in New Sex Case 
Police Arrest Freed Priest ori Sex Charge 

By Jeffrey Anderson and Anne LaJeunesse 
Daily Journal Staff Writers 

LOS ANGELES- Retired Roman Catholic priest Michael Wemp~. who walked out of jail this 
summer after the U.S. Supreme Court gutted church sex-abuse investigations in California, was 
arrested Wednesday on new charges of molesting a child while serving as chaplain at Cedars-Sinai 
Hospital, the Los Angeles CounW Sheriffs Department said. 

. The alleged victim came foiWard atter .learning that.Wempe had been released because of tht7,, 
Supreme Court ruling, which in June struck down the· child-molestation. statute that prosecutors were .· . 
using to go after sexual-al;luse crimes that were otherwise time-barred, sheriff's Sgt. Dan ·scott, the 
arresting officer, said. .. · 

· "He had held it in out of embarrassmen~ but when he saw that Wempe was going to be released 
from the previous charges, he decided to come forward," Scott said. · · 

Wempe was arrested without incident at 7 a.m. at his Leisure World ho"me in Sear Beach and. . .. 
bookeq on suspicion of child molestation, Scott said. He is being held at Los Angeles County J?il !n lieu 
_of $2 milliot:~ b~il, ·. , . . · : · .: .. · .. . .. . · . ..-_ ·. . . .... ~ , · , .: _-: .. ·,: · .. ·.:· .'·. , 

His alleged victim, a mat€rin his early 2os·wno has asked to remain·~anonym~:n:rs, daims.Wempe _,:~ :· .)· .... 
molested him.from 1990Jo 1995,·beginning.when he was·11, .. Sqqttsaid. · .. . · . . 

The alleged molestations took. place in a CE!r and on the premises of Cedars-Sinai Hospital, where . 
Wempe served as a chaplain frofD 1988 until his forded retirement in 2002.;. . · · · . · . · · 

· Cardinal Roger Mahony became aware of molestation claims against Wempe· ln 1986, .a ·: . · · 
representative of Marony said: But after a. period of trea~ment ~nd rehabilitation, which also took place· tft!A.ot'{ 
atCedars-Sinai,WempewasrestoredbyMahonytothemihistry1n1988. · .. ·.: ···. . ·: ,. .. · 

ln. 2002, Wempe, along with several other Los Angeles prieSts, was fprced to re~re as additional ... · . 
claims of sexual abuse began to surface. . . · · .. ' 

"I can't tell you.hqw dl~appointedJ am with Wempe,~.J, Mich?el J:IE}nnigan.- attqrni;?y fpr ;\he Lo~. . .·,: . . 
Angeles Archdiocese, said. 'We hao bel.ieved and hciped that he was ·rehabilitated:-·. ·· '· .. : .-··.'. ·:.:. :· .. :· .. ,. ·. '::· 

'We received glowlng reports· from Cedars abotit..his progress. He. w9uldn't even go near the· · ~ · .. ·· · · · 
pediatric ward there." · · · · · . · · 

"I'm with ·[the archdiocese] on this," said Donald Steier, whose firm, Guzin & Steier, represents 
We!Tlpe in both.criminal and civil court. "But I have real questions about this. I've interviewed Wempe 
extensively. · · . . 

·"I'Tfl suspicious of th.e time period. which Is .being a!leged," ~teler said. 'Wempe was in group ,,, 
:therapy·and receiving aftercare atthe'tlme. · · · . . · . · · . ., "' :·--··' ' : ·: · 

"I'm shocked and surprised." · · 
Wempe is to be arraigned today at the Criminal Courts Building in downtown L.os Angeles. 
The alleged victim was not a patient at the hospital, according to Hennigan. 
"Based on discussions with the district attorney, my understanding is that Wempe is a friend of the 

family," Hennigan said. "l have an idea of who it is, but I can't be sure." 
Wempe was released June 27 from Los Angeles County Jail, the day after the Supreme Court . 

ruling in Stogner v. California. He had been charged with 42 counts involving the alleged molestation of 
five qoys between 1976 and 1985. Wempe, who attended seminary at StJohn's seminary In 
Camarillo, was associate pastor and parochial vicar at St. Jude Church in Westlake Village and Sacred 
Heart. church in Ventura County.from 1973 to 1978, and a resident in active service at St. Mary Cryurch 
in Palmdale, from 1978 to 1984. · ." 

·· Two brothers, who are among the original five alleged victims, are suing Wempe in Los Angeles·. 
civil court . ., ·· · . . . . · . . .. 

Foll{?wirig the Supreme Court decision, prosecutors qr:ound the state were forced to dismiss 
pending ,qriminal cases and abandon many investigations:.t:., · · · ?: . ·;.· 
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Los Angeles prosecutors dismissed all11 of the criminal cases they had filed in the last year. If 
Wempe is charged, his case will be the firstnewfiling in Los Angeles since the Supreme Court 
decision that crippled law enforcers and prosecutors and left victims around the state In despair. 

Following Wempe's arrest Wednesday, District Attorney Steve Cooley released a statement. 
"The re-arrest of Michael Wempe· will restore the faith of victims shattered by the recent Supreme 

Court decision," Cooley wrote. 
On Wednesday, law enforcers in neighboring counties said they were upset over watching 

accused molesters go free. Sut they expressed hope that Wempe's re-arrest will spark a revival of their 
own investigations. · 

"We are not currently investigating any priests in "connection with alleged sex crimes," said 
Lieutenant Steve Szabo with the Orange County Sheriffs Department sex crimes unit. ''We had made 
several arrests, but due to the Supreme Court decision, we had to let them go." 

"It's sickening, because these guys were guilty," said Orange County Deputy DistrictAttomey · 
Rosanne Freeberg, head of the sexual assault unit. • 

Following the high-court ruling in June, Freeberg's office was forced to dismiss cases against 
three Catholic priests and one Protestant minister, she said. 

One priest, the Rev. Siegfrid Widera, who had been charged with sexual molestation of a minor 
but whose case would have been dismissed, jumped from a building to his death in Mazatlan just 
before the landmark ruling, Freeberg added. · 

Proseoutors in Ventura County were forced to dismiss pending cases and abandon their ongoing 
criminal investigations of numerous others, according to sources in that office. 

"We were clubbed to death by that Supreme Court case, and 99 percent of what we were working 
on has dried up," said one prosecutor, who asked to remain anonymous. . 
.. "Getting the focus back on these cases is (mportant," Freeberg said. "Since the Supreme Court 

· decision, it has been pretty quiet, but it's not like priests stopped molesting children. ' 
"We can't predict if, or how many, people might come forward now, but we've asked law enforcers 

to take down reports on older crimes that can't be prosecuted, because we can obtain corroborating 
infonnation that helps us resurrect other older cases, or are able to prosecute more recent ones .. " 

Scott added, "'We still are actively invE?stigating other cases, including the ones that were 
dismissed. Something like this could happen where a new victim comes forward. 

''We're still out there digging." 

********** 
© 2003 Daily Journal Corporation. All rights reserved. 
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Former child victim testifies in priest abuse case 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES - A 24-year-old man testified Monday that a retired Roman 
Catholic priest who once served as the chaplain at Cedars-Sinai Medical 
Center fondled him on several occasions from 1990 to 1995. 

The testimony against the Rev. Michael Wempe, 63, was part of hearing to 
determine if the case should be sent to triai. He faces three counts of a 
lewd act on a child and one count of oral copulation of a person under 16. 

Wempe was charged last June with molesting five boys, ages 7 to 15 1 between 
1977 and 1986 in Los Angeles, Ventura and San Diego counties. 

Wempe never had to stand trial for those alleged crimes when the nation's 
high court struck down a California .law that erased the statute of 
limitations on sexual abuses cases from 1988 and earlier. 

The priest was nonetheless forced into retirement in 2002 and is not allowed 
to perform priestly functions. 

He was arrested again in September after the man came forward with 
allegations that he was molested b~Wempe over a five-year period. 

·The man testified that Wempe was a family friend who had also allegedly 
molested his two brothers. He said Wempe fondled him and left him feeling 
11 embarrassed, ashamed." 

~he man decided to tell authorities about the alleged crimes after he 
learned Wempe was freed from jail and would only be accountable if he 
revealed what had happened. 

"I realized that justice was too big a price to pay fqr my secret," the man 
said. 

Associated Press 
News Article 
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LOS ANGELES TIMES 

.Man Tells of Being 
··Molested by Jlrie~t 

[Priest, from Page B1] . . that the onJy thing that woUld ensure jus­
played on a computer. The priest made It . tid! was it I got involved," he Said. "'real­
seem nol'J'hal. he said. and told him It !zed th~,tjuslice was too big aprlce to pay 
"sometimes feels good." He testliied that - for my secret." · · . ·· 
the priest abused him tl:ireemore.timesin _Wempe was amongsevenpriestsinthe 
his car. . . . · · . . Los Angeles ~diocese whom Ma.hCio/ 

When he realized Wempe's actions forcedlnto retirement Jn2002 as the sex­
were inappropriate, the man testit\ed he . ual abuse scandal escalated. He was or­
became "absolute]y disgusted" and hom- dained in 1966 and worked' at St. Jude 
fied. . . · · . pariSh in Westlake'Village beginning in 
. . "'knewwhathappened waswrong,"he · 1974, where the_ two brothers alleged that 
.s.ai~.-"'wassick tp my stomach." .· Wempe molested them on ovemight trips · 

. Despite that, the man said, he didn't· ·andlnhlsrciom. · ; · . 
-tell his fll1;ll!Jy or the police. Even after his The brothers alleged that Wempe con- · 
orothers filed a lawsuit alleging that tinued to abuse them. despite his transfer 
Wempe molested them. he continued to to 9therparlsh~s.· · · · 
keep quiet. , Mahony acknowledged that aiter 
· •1 was embarrassed, ashamed," he tes- le~ of eQJ'lier allegations, he trans· 

tiDed.·"' just wanted·tt to go away: •• :r !erred· }Vempe from st. Jude to a chap· 
prOmised myselfjust to bmyit and keep it lain'sjob at Cedar;:;-Slnal. . . · 
psecretlortherest·ofmylife." Mahony later s.aid he should have 

He decided to come forward, he test!- forced Wempe. to resign immediateJy at 
fied, aiter the earlier .. charges against that.tin;le. . 
Wempe;based in part on his brothers' al- He aaid be had been told that Wempe 

_ legatloll8, were dropped. • : · could be iru.stei:I to work In a place 'with-
"1 changed my prl!!d when .. I _realized out access to cbildren. · 

. . . . ~ .. . .· . .~... . ... 

SF TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, Z004 Bp. 

'· 

' • GARY F11IEDr.iuf Lo1 Angol•• 
ACCUSED! Michael Wempe, left, conferswttr 
attorney Donald Steier in court last )lear, . · . . 
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·Man . 
' 

Tells 
,Couff 

.. 

of Sex 
Abuse 

.. 
The accuse1; saying he 
was confused and 
disgusted, testifieS that 
retired priest Michael 
Wempemolestedhim 
over several years. 

By ANNA GORMAN 
Times SlaflWriter 

. . . -~-. . :~ ... : .. · ::-. . ~ 

: ·4:·:;: 
... ... 
• ••,a• ....... 

. : .~· .. :: 
: : :~: 

. _. 
'· ·~ 

A fo~er Roinan Catholic · · · 
priest whom Cardinal Roget M. · · · 
Mahony said he erred in trans- · 
fening' after allegations o! sexual 
abuse raced his newest accuser 
Monday in Los Angeles County : 
SUperiorCourt. . . 
· The 24-year-old man testified .: 
that Michael Wempe molested 
him as a cbild in the priest's car . 
and in his office at Cedars..Sinai . · 
::Mecliecl Center. Wiping·his eyes : ~ 
and sighing' deeply, he said he . : 
was coDfuSed and disgusted, : ' 

AS Wempe fondled him. he ; .: 
testified, the priest. and close -: : .. ~ "'. .. ' . .. .. . .. ......... 

~ ~ .. 
:. :manf;Jy .. ~-·ft"" tb'.~)!l,l~i!~:~~-;.,.~~ -.~..,.., 

: The 
tims OllltllWS:lWJIW>C,···~-_ 

Over 
tified that 
from age 11 to 
i'angea for 

. 'withWempebee~tuseshe'wanl;ep 
him to have some ~:iall~,ft:on;~·:=::;:] 

• an adult male. .·.. · . · .. 
Wempe'aLso Spent~ 

.~e ni'llh's two older brQthers,l.h~ .. 
t~ed. Bothmenh.avealso'ac­
cused Wempeofmolestingthem. 

g Wempe was ' cr.iminally 
n Charged with • -molesting both 
e · brothen;· and three. ·other chll· 
:1. IJren, but· the Charges were 
~ .l:lropped last summer. after the 

tr.s. Supreme Court ruled that···­
California's attempt to· pros-·:: 
ecute older cases of chlld moles­
t.ation was uneoitstitutiorial. · · ·· · 

NotingthatWempehad bap· 
f.ized bim. the :man testilled. 
:Monday, "'had no :reason not to ~ 
tirusthlm." . . .: 

~ He testified that he twice .:. 
l' went with Wempe to Cedars-Si· .. 
1 · t.l.af, where the priest Sat him on 

his lap and fondled him while he. · 
[See Priest, Page Btt] 
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. ·. :Pil~i~·Wlitd::;~_VOict¢&:0.1ifC!iitg~Fa¢fu.g·piosectiti9iiAii~~-·-·.•··· 
~

. •• . ,. .. , ,~." • -~ . • • • • • • •• • • r • • • • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • . • . • • • . •• ; 
· ~.'~citARJ:1tWIN'l'r;>i(;·;·~·;..::.:.·,_-; 1995.:. , .Earlier.' >mo~es~~n a~_s~d- JD,. ·December,. fiye• .:C~te~ He w~·~s~ed tl_lere ·~dne~Jy.threey.ears.i>f~slx-. p~Diedtbe,~;~arges,.: .. ·. ·. · ..:' 

m~•-~lqffWrlt~!-"';. ,>;·~' ,;;,~:.":;>. Ch.~ges .,ag~l!t;.· yr~mP!l .. werif months: aite;r ch_arges t'!lat :h~ ~ l?,:y-Car~Roger:M.:Ma!t~~af-· · yelll'prisQill!~tence. . · ... :: · · Lovell.was.•yonvfcted. of ,mo­
.. · '· ·: .. • · · . •·. ,'f:''- .::.-:· dropped JB.1!~ :sllnlln,er-. He was. molf:lsted aLos·Angeles alta'r1Joy • tel£ the· archdiocese learned' he .. ..ll.:fter. he waa· ,assigned to a ·Iestfng.a boy in the: Ban Gabriel 

. ·L li'<?=' .of'10' p~sts. '~ho.'·~~;': ror~e9~.z:~l$.::~:ii;oitlt!J~.~rj ·, fn tlie '~soin\~ere dlsmiss~d, ~~ . hadmpllist!!dotli.erboysm1980s "ah:ur~h-~ 'New M~a!'J treat- ·. *sion ···In . J9~6 ·_._and; ·S\lbc 
.. crped. seXU.~· ~bus~ cbarge~:.in ·in 209e•,!···· : .. , · ·• ·::. :· ·.: ·· . · • ; . has been:retJlOVed jf~ th~ niin- · andset;thlmfor14teri,I.~Y· · ·:, • . , ment:f~cUlt~for sexb:all;Y abU!!lve, · sequentlr-I~ f;tle ministry, . . · 
. ~s~gelesGoQ!lJ;yla,st~ . :•·~o~ :A!,lf;li~i:lyj:Salazar:.wa& istry, .: ··.. . · . . ·Wempe \Ia~ bee.n .a partlcu- Pl:'J!!sfs,.he,'\V!i&l_llte'd byt~eP.lo~. . ..N:e~._.-cbarges, that Love~­
... erarr:s .. ~upremeCpl:lrtd.ehl.:. ch!U'g~c;IWlth.BeXllallyas_sliqltlng_ :· .lJod~ the 'fo,A. C~unty· .larlY. trouble~onje-.aase for. the: ceseof.AmllrijloinTexs.sm-1991; a.bu~ea !our .. addltiollal .. altat 

·S on are facing ·new· charges of : an lO~year-oid In a Texas hotel 'prosecutor, said h.l3 otllce Is con- . 'lq'cbdlocese. Mahony· has· s!Ud · officials sal<!. · . . · -boy.s.at tl}e San .. dabrlel:M.lsslon·· . 
s irualabuse. · · .. ;· . :, ·. · · rpom. ~t. ·Se:p~~.r.: · ~ : ,tfnumg ·<to_ P.Ursue chai'g!lll :. tha~ he ·e~d· l'n, re~sr,;lgninlf< · ~£:!lazar was a p!i.r!SP,prlestat ·froi:n 1QB9 to 191.14.we~ diopped · 

O~e forrnerpriest,fa~e!i Hfe in months atter chargea were dl!l~ against the 10 priests. · . Wemp~ instead offo~ghlpt to the .C]:tlJ!CQ. _of the ~oly Sphi.t in las~, .Ye!ll'· ~t:r'-,t.he Supr~me 
ppson In TeXH.lllf convict!ld •. t_WG, xpissed ~gatnst hfm -!or.:ni!)J.est- ·"we haven't fihlshed yet· m re.slgn, :\Ye!hpe; npw a~sed !Jf 'J.'Ulla; . Texas;: until 'April· 200:!' Co~ de~IPI}· : · · . · . -· ·· 
more are awaiting s,ente~clng, ·. :llig twq boys in, the 19.1!0s af !II\ · Los Angeles," he sald. "I can say, molesting: p youths, ~8!3 for,c~;d ·· )'.'hen. he was forced o~t at the.· : ;s~ ·plead~d ·~ty,recently to 

·. ~nd ~he fourth is a~aiting trlal · Easts1deLos~gft~es.p~·~~-· we· eXpect .to ·char~ .so~e of· ~~ tetlre in: 2002•as ~e-prle'~t. ~ttybyl;iishop John Y~~~~-· · mol~atqtg a .boy pt· Prescott, 
onnewcharge!! .. ·. -....·. lazar, who .wa,s worldpg· as. a these gtJ;vs,D;ga:ID.It's·rar J1'om. l>candaleSCt,lilfl.tPd:·· :·:· · .·. · ·. ThePJ,o.eesecutofCfinancll!las- .A.riZ.,~.l~BQ:andisawaitingsen-
·r."One by one; these guY,S' are priest at th~ tim~ _of thE! all!!ge.d over.': , . . . . . . . . . In Texas. tlie .stakes .ar!! hlg~ alst!lllceibr~in Septetn.Pel' ~- t~lng, . . . . .. : . . . . -. 

gQ:ing down," ·said Los At;~gelea assault, has-since been:remoyed · ·en Wednes'day, th~ ~4-~ear- foJ.T -S~I'ir -~he ill c~~Vlcted Qf . ter ,tbe :-latest; alleg~~o~ •.. &!lid. · ·. A, :Mapcopa :eoJlllty:. "grand . 
Qo_unty D_eputy, Dlst. :Atcy-.. Wll- . t'rqni the l')linistry. . . .. · · .. · •· ~Ql~ Wempe :w_il.s or~ered tp stand . sexuallY as.saultlng an l)J-Yel)t• Cathy • wa; · 'diocese · !!POkes- Jmy:lndlcted !pin last month.fQr 
U~ Hod~an. ''It. they·struclc. •Lawrence~ Loy~n;"vmo has tt:Jai :f9r· a!l~ged]y molestlJ!g. a· gld~arlllo'college stud~nt. Ba- w:oman.· . ·:· . · : : · · fon,:tJIInQ'.an. altar bOY. at .:;;acred · 

· om:e, they~eild-to.st¥fire aga!,n," • · been 1;emoved tcom the priest- boy,. pow ~ge 24, as recen~JY as la.z~ was previpusly lplp:i:lsp~e,d .. . ::Bla~on'sald it.was lil. 'fuli!t He!¢ .Pari.sh li:\.l'hqlmJx .tfqm .. 
. -JTh!'! ·u.s. Supr!'lme. :Co~ hoep;·~~>.awatt~g.aentenc;fng fn · 1995 ..,.,. ~year withln.~be n~w · on_, a ·CaJ,ifomfll! ~:onv:lctiQJJ,ibr · that Salaztirmet the .man lie al- yuly-1984. tQ May 1985;-srud Blll 
str:t~ok down tho-199'!1 Sallfq~ Presco~, Ariz., for molestin!f!l . windowof·pr9secutlol},· chlldabuse •. : .: · . · ; . : legeqly assa'[l]J;ed: E!ept, 2'1··.p.s· FitztJeralji,,spokesman. for the. 
l!!W illlowmg the. retroactlv!l .. '13-ye!ll"·ofd boy therelri the.l.ate · · T!l!'l alle~i:.d victim ceme·for: ~U~dCJ"Texaslaw.-beca~ehe.· thEiy-stayedatthe.l)ay&Inhin-Ir~·. Mar.ICOI!a County. dlstrlct·~ttor-
I?:t:.osecutionof.dscade~-old:child 19,70s. CJ,larges -l;p!ft. ~aveU w~Ia,stfpJhli'tet:iiUblicityover bas a.Pri9.r ~vlction':fbr.a ~t:X ving; Texas, tor a ;wedcUng. T:Pe_' ney. · · .. .._·,. ·. \ · ... 
SCJ!:·cr:lmes. ·But·the ~ta~e !lttox:· • · ab)lsed.fotl!'_altar b9ys p.t the ~an the ~missal: oC char~s agajnBt. crime in Callfm;nla, it's ~life sen-· assaUlt ~egedly oc.curred about . .Lovell faces a, prison tet;n· of 
ney ·generf4's. oroce '·hes ~on-· Gab~el Mlssioq fi'om. 19Bq. \Q. · We!IIIIe. that he molested.two tep.cehere.»kaidHowardBlack- 2:30a.m; after.the m!U'l,·feeiing il.veto15:vearsatsl?ltenc!ng,ac-
cludedthat.crfinesthatoccurred .l984.w.eredroppedlastyear!ifter- brothersHn the 1970s- crimes . mbn, a Dallas•Co).lilty.as·ststant . .sick. was helped to his room..by cordlngtot~eplea: ·. · • 
a.tJ;er J.an. 1, 1988, f!I'e'stur,pros- theirlgqcaurtdecfslon.· ·:. . .'· too oJd to prosecute unq~r the· district attorney:· .; · S~azar. Themenrepozteditthe · In Ventura County, Cai:Ios 
e<;.UfQ.ble. ·: . . . . . •C:ut~s . ~ene Rodiigue;z; high courtf.lllli:lg. ' . • ·, · Saij!Zar,-4_8,-vJ{ls·.convlcted in · ne1i'i;deyfiptheAtnarlllo.D.Iocese; RodrJg'\J.ez, .48, pleaded guilty to 
\\ • M1chae1. Wempe fa!!e!l _.trial. faces 10. ye~ In prison after. .Wempe is cl$'ged- with mo- 1987 o!molestmgtwo boys, agl,!.ll wJ:Ucll contacted.POlll!e , ... · · molesting two boys ;while serving 

0111 allega±io'ns that be·se:x;u?lly ··pi~adlng:gulltyto·molestlnl{two. · lestirigtheboybetween19!!Qand:· I3and14.·:inhlsli~g.quartersat.· . -s~~ 1s being held·at·;the at O'ur. Lady of Guadal_upe 
ab)lsed .a. bqy ~ • hls . hosp1tal boys at a ?anta :rallla. parish · 1995 in his. c~·and chaplain's .ot-, st~Ll).cy Ch1]fchin.J;.oa ,Angeles. , Da;Ilas County ,jail iii ·Heu . of Church In Santafaula·tcom-1988 
chaplain's ot!it;:e a& re~llntly as : from 1988 to._1993. Rodl,iguezwas . ,1\Ce · at.-· Cedars-Sinal. Medical . A .. J:e~red · .s~ offender; ·he · $5~():~00·. bai!., E!s. ~ttorney ·has· . to 199'3. · · · 
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Church Refuses to Relinquish Files on Priest . 

By Joy C. Shaw 
Daily Journal Staff Writer 

LOS ANGELES- The Los Angeles Roman Catholic Archdiocese is refusing to tum over secret 
church Angeles County district attorney in the child-molestation prosecution or 
~~ s~M~~ 

Church plan to file a motion today to quash the district attorney's subpoena for 
the files. The motion will cite an array of church privileges, including the right to privacy, the First 
Amendment protection of freedom of religion, and the priest-penitent, psychotherapist-patient and 
attorney-client privileges. • 

"The archdiocese is filing a motion for the purpose of protecting confidential commun!£ations 
between the bishops of Los Angeles and their priests," said Donald Woods, attorney for the Los 
Angeles Archdiocese: 

Deputy District Attorney R. Todd Hicks, said he is disappointed by the archdiocese's decision 
and plans to object. , 

The church last year resisted turning over documents in a grand-jury investigation of 10 other 
accused molester priests. The investigation was aborted by a U.S. Supreme Court decision striking 
down a California law that had extended the statute of limitations to file charges against abusive 
priests. . 

Wempe was charged earlier this year with four counts of child molestation for allegedly 
improperly touching and sodomizing a teenage boy between 1990 and 1994. The allegations are well 
within t!le normal statute of limitation. People v. Wempe, BA25317B·(L.A. Super. Ct., filed Sept. 11, 
2003). . . . 

Hicks said his office issued a subpoena May 27, asking for all church records involving Michael 
Wempe, who retired from ministry i~ 2002. They include the archdiocese's secret archives, personnel 
files, investigative flies, memoranda, correspondence, Interviews, evaluations, insurance policies or 
contracts, records of payment and confidential settlement agreements, Hicks said .. 

Since the recent explosion of clergy abuse charges in 2002, the Los Angeles Archdio.cese has 
succeeded in keeping its confidential church files away from prosecutors, civil attorneys and the 
public limelight. · 

The full legal arguments about the church's duties and claimed privileges also have remained 
shrouded, because of either grand~jury secrecy or closed-door settlement negotiations. 

Wempe's has denied he sexually abused the boy, and his attorney Donald Steier has asked 
retired Judge Samuel Mayerson, sitting on assignment, to throw out the case.· 

Steier argued that Wempe's preliminary hearing earlier this year was flawed. The lawyer said 
the prosecution of old sex-abuse cases is unconstitutional. 

A hearing is scheduled this morning in the downtown courthouse in frontof Mayerson. 
Attorneys say Mayerson likely will decide whether to dismiss the case or set a trial date on 

Tuesday. . · . . · 
But the judge is not expected to rule immediately on the church's motion to quash. 
Woods said his motion to quash will b~ "virtually identical" to one that persuaded a Ventura 

County judge last year to seal records sought in a grand"jury investigation of clergy sexual abuse. 
Woods added that "the principle" of confidentiality between priests and their bishops Is ~ssential 

in the practice of Roman Catholic faith. 
"[Priests and bishops] have a very confidential relationship similar to a father and a son or 

spouses," Woods said. "That relationship we would like to see protected, ... and we do not believe it's 
necessary for the people to have these communications about the discussions in order to prosecute 
this priest." · · ' 

John Manly, a Costa Mesa attorney who represents many alleged clergy abuse victims in civil 
court in Southern California, said Mayerson's decision on the subpoena would be closely watched. 

Manly accused the church of unethical conduct in withholding the files. 
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"It's the most nonsensical, outrageous, un-American thing to tell someone that they are going to 
create some privileges to keep the documents secret," he said. 

***'If******' 

© 2004 Daily Journal Corporation. All rights reserved. 
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LOS ANGELES - The Los Angeles Archdiocese is putting off the filing of a planned motion to quash a 
subpoena for confidential church files until a judge decides its former priest Mi.~!lli~~~1fcharged with 
child molestation, mustface trial. · 

Retired Superior Court Judge Samuel Mayerson, sitting on assignment, on Tuesday coniinued a pre-trial 
hearing to June 25 so the prosecutors and the attorneys representing Wempe would have ample time to 
address the strengths and weaknesses of the case. . 

Donald Steier, attorney representing Wempe, had as·ked the judge to throw out the case because, he 
said, information from the pre-trial hearing was flawed. He also said the district attorney's interpretation of the 
statute of limitations, which they used to prosecute Wempe in the case, is unconstitutional. But R. Todd 
Hicks, deputy district attorney, asked the judge to deny the request in a written response fil!id-Monday. 

The district attorney's office had subpoenaed confidential church files related to Wempe, which, Hicks 
said, is neces·sary to prosecute the former priest's molestation charges. 

Donald Woods, attorney representing the Los Angeles Archdiocese, had refused to turn over the church 
files sought by the district attorney, citing an array of privileges that include rights to privacy and the 
constitutional protection of freedom of religion. 

The church had planned to file a motion to quash the subpoena Tuesday but is wafting for the outcome 
of the June 25 hearing, when Mayerson will decide either to throw out the case or set a trial date. If Wempe's 
attorneys succeed in dismissing the case, the church will have no need to respond to the district attorney's 
subpoena, Woods said. 

-Joy Shaw 

********** 
© 2004 Daily Journal Corporation. All rights reserved. 
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LOS ANGELES- A former Catholic priest must face criminal prosecution for allegedly molesting a 
minor between 1990 and 1995, a judge ruled Friday. 

Retired judge Samuel assignment, ruled there was enough evidence presented at 
a preliminary hearing to trial. 

Mayerson also rejected pe's defense attorney that the charges should be thrown 
out because they fall outside the three-year statute of limitations for filing molestation charges. People v. 
Wempe, BA253178 (L.A. Super. Ci., filed Sept. 11, 2,003) __ 

. Prosecutors said under California Penal Code Section 803(g), molestation charges can be filed within 
a year of the accuser coming forward, no matter how long ago the abuse allegedly occurred. 

'We are very pleased with the judge's decision today,' said deputy district attom_ey R. Todd Hicks, 
adding that state and federal law has had a long history in extending statute of limitation in prosecution of 
serious crimes. "I think the law is quite clear in this area." · 

Donald Steier, attorney representing Wempe, however, said extending the statute is a "gray area" in 
California law, and vowed to challenge the district attorney's use of a 803(g) if Wempe is convicted. 

"Our legal argument, we feel, is very strong but politics is against us," Steier said after Friday's 
hearing. -. 

Last June, the U.S. Supreme Court, said 803(g) can't be applied retroactively, and it threw out 
hundreds of sexual abuse cases across the state. Stogner v. California, 2003 DJDAR 6989 (U.S. Set. June 
26, 2003). ' 

The decision forced Los Angeles district attorney to abandon prosecution of qecades~old sex crimes -
including those allegedly committed by several Catholic priests. 

Leonard Levine, another attorney. for Wempe, said he wasn't surprised by the judge's ruling Friday 
given the low standard of proof the prosecution must offer at a preliminary hearing. 

"We think when proven beyond a reasonable doubt as required then the prosecution will fall well short 
of that standard," Levine said. 

'We are still confident that when this case comes to trial [Wempe] will be totally exonerated of all these 
charges." 

The alieged victim, Jayson 8., now 25, reported the molestation to the police in August 2003 after 
learning that Wempe would be released from jail because of the Stogner decision, Wempe had been under 
investigation for earlier child molestation claims made by two of Jason's older brothers. 

Meanwhile, Judge Mayerson put off 1,.1ntil Aug. 2 a hearing on whether the Los Angeles Archdiocese 
must tum over confidential documents related to Wempe. 

Attorneys for the archdiocese had decl!ned to turn over any document subpoenaed by the district 
attorney in the Wempe case, claiming they are.privileged. 

"********* 
© 2004 Daily Journal Corporation. All rights reserved. 
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. . .. ; •'( .. · .. 
...• :-._... ......... : · .. ··: . . ;:· •. ··:·- .··.: .. . '. ·:.-::; ::·.,·' ": ' ....... ' ~·.· ·,: .. :. :· .. j_ .··: .• ·-::.·.' .. ··=·. ".,. 

J ailed.Prl~t Ac.c~~~-cJ ·~fMolestijigSees Bail -L~wered 
• • ' : •' • • • • • !..'' • • • ' • • ' ' 'I 

':Mith~lir~mpe·~ 6~· .s!J~d ~tli·~--~~~o~~riui-. '. : .. · .'B4~:. ~!!m;~.~ ~wye;s: i.e~.:.·: · ,6zie 'or the;~a~~ brother 
. · · ; · . . . · ... , . . ·. : . . · ~hill ar;tfls.t·m Sept~ll)be~... : ard · ~yme. an~ ponald Steier,_... c<;~mP8.ft!d ·-the JUdge'.!!·. de~lsio: 
· freed ifhe agrees not tO. : · .. ,.A. juqge -~q~c9l}_, ·wempe's .' Sllcces~y iugu~d that the .. allowing .Wempe to liv:e in ·a: iE 

P
erfonii p' riesrty· ·duties.. "l;lail_ froin '$500;00Q,_wa.rning .that . 'cleric was n,either~1light_risknor ';tirem.ent.-hom(l wh.ere graridchD 

. . . . . . . ' . ' . . . .if.he· :tlees;:hls. action woUld. iie a danger to the community, . . . . dren come to"Vis!t their relative and \vears-an electronic- cap.siifered' "VirtuallY. !Ul, adJrii!;· :. Der~e' . J!l.v?iei-s . siiid he.. ·to 'caroina!, Roger M. ¥alio:DY' 
: . · · ··· ·•. . .:· ·. . . ·. ,.·, · .. sioilof.guilt;~.. ... . · ... · , _; · . ,hasn't fled.P,u:ring a'lengthY.and.; · ·d~c.isipn· to· place Wempe hi.: 
.. memtor.Hefa,ces~O . , . Re~d·:Lo~.Angeies'County.·. open-police investigation. Last hospital. with a:.peqiatric ware 
l . ·Yeats ifn charges/ ··. . · :. . flupeq?~. Court' Judge . ~uel . sutnmer;:: WeiJ?-pe ·was .charg'~d ·. Jitter he was :re~!lved .'fi-oni bi 
; · · . , · · ·. , .. , ·' . : . . ·~ · . · Mayerson-. .also .ofdered:'y;'empe ' .wit!:; 42. COJ,!l?-tS of sexually I!IO· . cl).urch. parish~ amia '~egation 
•, ByJE,AN"G.uocioNE .. -1 ... • • . to-wear an:electioni'c 4!!Vice'to ·,-l~s~g13bo~between1977ap.d .ofchildmC)le'stati~n.':·-, · .. · 
, , TI.Tfle~S~V(rlier · .. : ..•. -: .... ·. monitqrhiswh.~e!'lbout~.· · '.l~Bii:.· .· .. : ; : . ·:;. i · . .Mahowforced'Wempetore 

· : . . : :: · · · ··., ., . . :- · · ·ll;emust st;ay~side.hishouse·-. . 11. few _days late~;, J;he'U.'S. Su· ·. ·t1r~ from J;he prieStho.ocj. in 200~ 
. . . The · ·<inzy · RofilSD. · Catholfu · . ~pt to·· see. hiii· docto~: imd · ·' pr~e ·c_oi.u-t.Btrilck dowil'a i9~4 (llj.d barred J,ili:n:fl:o\n.acti.ve .tillD 
' . prlestitilljafled f6rallegedlyin0: ' 11!-YlYers, Sho!}/OX: groqerles 'and: .C.al!fornia Ia,w aJ,lowin!(re~rQaC~ :. ist;jy, Wempe'!!· ~efeli.se Th:wy~ 
, . le~g cliild,ren i,n-. Los A.qgeles .:·: atj;en,q ~s. "'-\which tht~ jild_ge . :·ttye p~~ecution mvolVing ol!l~( ',said.·. Yet: W¢mpe: .n~dded · ye 

Coimty could p_e out next w~ekif ... warned. he Q~ll:lld do: so only ~ a -:sex crimes agai,nst qhil.c1re,n: As a: c-.yhen M;ay~~(?n· asked .his'lli.w 
· :· jJ.~ :po~~ a· .riewly, reduceif' ball.• pa,rti(ijp~t,. not'tl:\e cel.ebrant .. ·. · ... ~e~t crin:!ipaJ. charges -~t· :. yers.Fzidayifhewas stillapliest 

. and -P.rol:Qises ·no~"t<:>. perform··:'' Depl\t.v·.: Diilt ... 4tty.' _'J;'odd·, 'Wempe ap~.ninE1 otheif'.priests :·· We!llpe is Q.ne ~f.~o re~ 
·. priestly ~ctidl!<$ :whjle awaiting .' Hicll:s, wh~· ~pposed. the·p~ re•' .. :'?ez:l! ~seji.. " : . · , _.I · ·.,.Priests ~B:clng". c!'llld mol_estatjii:i: 
· ·.triaL··: : :· . ·.. · '· ,, •· · ··-:·. ·ductlpn,·.:saxd ·''h'e' was ·disap- · · · :In the t:Urrent case, ·proseClll• .clJi!rges ib. Lo~· ,Apgeles CountJ 
~ ·:··:JnSt~act:ora~Sii!>rtiia~~i:s,". ··po~4~thtliiu1ili,ng::· :·· .. ·: ~-. ·.··~ors ~ege·Welb.pe ~olesteii a · 'TZ:Leo~er,.Ste~henChiu'te~:s:e, 
· tor. Micha¢1'.-Edwln :wemptL of· . ·. :. rn·cbur.t. h!:l s;lld Wempe,:.who ooy·jn his chaplilil's Qtt1.ce at, ce;.. nandez, .post~ $240,009 :bail a: 
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Judge Bars DA's From Accessing Priest's Files 

By Liz Valsamis 
. Daily Journal Staff Writer 

LOS ANGELES -A Superior Court judge on Wednesday blocked Los Angeles prosecutors' 
latest attempt to get access to files the Roman Catholic Archdiocese kept on a priest accused of 
sexual abuse. 

Los Angeles Superior Court n said the district attorney's request for 
the entire file kept on defrocked n 1990 and 1995 was overly 
broad. People v. Wempe, BA253178 filed Sept. 11, 2003). 

Prosecutors want to see if the flies back up statements made by seven people who say they 
can corroborate the alleged abuse. . -

The church has said two of those witnesses show up in Wempe's file, according to the 
archdiocese's lawyer Don Woods of Hennigan Bennett & Dorman. 

The church has never had a problem with tuming over victims' sexual abuse reports, Woods 
said. 

"That's not what we seek to protect," he added .. 
Steier, of Los Angeles's Guzin & Steier, objected to the release of all church documents 

pertaining to Wempe, saying it would violate the former priest's privacy. 
Deputy District Attorney R. Todd Hicks, who is prosecuting Wempe, could not be reached for 

comment. · 
Wempe originally was charged with molesting 13. boys beginning in 1977. Those charges 

were dropped after the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that the state could not revive the statute of 
limitation in sexual abuse cases. 

Daily J oumal 
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Tri'al of ex~county priest to start next week in L.A 

By staff and wire reports 
June 1,2005 

Staff & Wire Reports 
June 1, 2005 

LOS ANGELES ~- A retired Roman Catholic priest will stand trial next week for allegedly molesting a boy in 
the 1990s. · 

Jury selection is scheduled to begin June 9 in the case against who faces three counts of 
committing a lewd act on a child and one count of oral copulation of a person under 16 .. 

The current case stems from charges filed in September, months after a U.S. Supreme Court ruling voided 42 
other sexual abuse allegations against Wempe. The alleged victim, now in his :mid-20s, is th~j)r-other of two 
previous alleged victims. 

Wempe; who is free on bond, was .first charged with molesting five boys across Southern California between the 
:mid-1970s and mid-1980s. The charges were throV'Ill out when the nation's high court struck down a California 
law that erased the statute of limitations on sexual abuse cases from 1988 and earlier. 

Wempe served throughout the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, including time as an associate pastor during. the 
1970s and '80s at St. Rose ofL:ima:Churcb.in Simi Valley, St Jude Church in Westlake Village, Sacred Heart. 

'Church in Ventura, and St Sebastian Church in Santa Paula. · 

Among those who made charges that were thrown out because of the statute Ofli:n;ritations was Lee Bashforth 'of 
Newport Beach. He had alleged that Wempe molested him and his brother when they lived in the Conejo Valley 
in the '70s and '80s. 

Bashfortb. alleged he and his older brother, Mark, were molested when they were children and· attending St Jude 
Church iii. Westlake Village, where Wempe was an associate pastor. Bashforfh said his abuse, blocked from 
memoryunti12002, included molestations by Wempe at the rectories Qf Sacred Heart.Church in Ventura and St. 
Mary Church in Palmdale. · · · 

Wempe served as an associa~e pastor in the Ventura County area intermittently from 1969 to 1987, starting at St. 
Rose of Uma in Simi Valley, moving to St: Jude and then to Sacred Heart in the 1970s. After several years at 
Paraclete. High School in Lancaster, he was at. St. Sebastian Church in Santa Paula 1mtil about 1987. Cardinal 
Roger Mahony then sent hlm to a sexual disorders treatment ~enter in New Mexico. 

After treabnent in New Mexico, Wempe was reassigned as chaplain at Ceda:ts-Sinai Medical Center in Los 
.Angeles. That became controversial several_ years ago when Mahony acknoWledged he should h2;ve told hospital 
officials more about tlie priest's background. 

Wempe was removed from the ministry in 2002 by Mahony. 
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Politics 

Witness in priest sexual abuse trial 
weeps while testifying 
LINDA DEUTSCH 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES - A sexual abuse victim wept in court as he described his love for a priest 
who he says betrayed him and his belief that he failed to protect his younger brothers. 

"I can accept that 1 was abused but 1 can't accept the fact that I was the gatekeeper, that I 
let it happen to my brothers," them man, identified in court only as MarR B. said Thursday. 

The 42-year-old testified in the trial of Michael Wempe, a former priest Who is charged with 
molesting Mark's younger brother, Jayson, in the 1990s. Jayson was s•~heduled to testify 
Friday after Mark was cross-examined. 

Wempe has admitted to molesting 13 boys in the 1970s and '80s but has not been tried in 
those cases because of a Supreme Court ruling barring retroactive extensiOn of the statute 
of limitations on old cases. Mark and another brother, Lee, were affected by the ruling. 

Jayson came forward three months after the Supreme Court's ruling. While the defense 
ONLINE FEATURES acknowledges that Mark and Lee were abused, it claims that Jayson's allegations were 

... ~:~~-e~~:!:~.~-~-9_!1_1~~ 1 fabricated to seek retribution for his brothers. 
Advertising sections , 
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Mark testified that the former priest ingratiated himself to his mother ahd became a 
surrogate father to him and his brothers because their own father was always preoccupied 
with business. 

Meanwhile, he said Wempe took him on motorcycle trips where he would fondle him. Mark 
kept the secrets, he said, because Wempe meant so much to him and his family. 

"I loved the guy," he said, burying his face in his hands and weeping. 

409506 

RCAL.A 011635 

,,,• 

I 

217/2006 

CCI 006100 



AP Wire I 01/27/2006 I Witness in priest sexual abuse trial weeps while testifYing 185 

• Staff List 

RSS Headlines 

Advertise 
'''T" ''' '·'•-' '' 

Wempe, seated across the courtroom, flushed bright red. 

Mark said he and his brother Lee first shared memories of alleged abuse in 2002. But he 
said he never spoke to Jayson about his own abuse and was "floored" when he heard the 
youngest brother might have been abused. 

As court recessed for the day, Wempe began to sob and covered his eyes with a 
handkerchief. 
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Jury in LA priest sex abuse trial seeks 
reading of testimony 
LINDA DEUTSCH 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES - Jurors in a molestation case against a retired Roman Catholic priest ended their 
first day of deliberations Friday with a request to hear a readback of testimony from the trial's key 
witness.· 

According to the court, the panel asked for a reading of a limited portion of the testimony of the 26-
year-old man who claims he was molested by Michael Wempe in the 1990s. The alleged victim is· 
known as Jayson B. 

The matter will be taken up with lawyers when the jurors return from a long weekend. Monday is a 
court holiday and the panel does not resume its talks until Tuesday afternoon because of a juror's 
previously scheduled medical appointment in the morning. 

The case was submitted to jurors by Superior Court Judge Curtis Rappe on Friday morning. He 
spent about a half hour reading to them legal instructions dealing with the charges against Wempe 
and with the evidence of uncharged crimes presented during the trial. 

Eight men were permitted to tell jurors about their own molestations by Wempe during the 1970s 
and 80s, acts which the priest acknowledges. However, he cannot be tried for those crimes 
because of a statute of limitations. 

The five charges against him in the current case Involve only Jayson B. The impact of the past 
crimes on the jurors' consideration of the case was addressed in a specific legal instruction. 

"If you conclude that the defendant committed the uncharged offenses," the instruction said, "that 
conclusion is only one factor to consider along with all the other evidence. It is not sufficient by itself 
to prove that the defendant is guilty of the crimes charged. The people must still prove each 
element of every charge beyond a reasonable doubt." 
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LINDA DEUTSCH 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES -A prosecutor described in graphic detail Monday the molestation of 
numerous boys by retired Roman Catholic priest Michael Wempe but told jurors they would 
be· asked to convict him of crimes against only one alleged victim who is now grown. 

Deputy District Attorney Todd Hicks said in his opening statement that most of the men who 
will testify repressed their memories of the abuse for many years, as did the man whose 
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/ claims led to the current criminal trial. 
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"For that there Is no excuse, .no explanation and no defense, and none will be offered," he 
said. 

"If this case was about that it would be an entirely different matter. But it is not," the defense 
attorney said. 

"Nothing will change the fact that molestations occurred here and throughout this country 
and one of the perpetrators was my client," he said as Wempe sat staring straight ahead. 
"The accounts you will hear from these adults, as heart-rending as they may be, will have 
little to do with the facts in this case." 

The molestation alleged to have occurred between 1990 and 1995 did not happen, Levine 
said. 

The trial's first witness was to be called later in the day. 

The jury includes several deeply religious people who believe that priests should be held to 
a high moral standard because of their role as spiritual leaders. 

409510 

RCALA 011639 

CCI 006104 



AP Wire I 01/23/2006 I Trial begins in molestation case against retired LA priest 189 

Press Release 
Spotlight 
Student Spotlight 
Wedding 

PHOTO STORE 

Buy photos 
Order high quality photos 
from our online gallery. 

J!lti'H~,Rh9.t? P,~ln~!l~ 

P .. ~ ..... *cmn tw.op1a 

Most said during jury selection that they found the issue of clergy child abuse disturbing but 
promised to be fair in judging Wempe. 

"I'm always kind of saddened by these kinds of cases," said a woman juror. "I think priests 
are our spiritual leaders and they have a greater accountability." 

The woman, who said she had been excommunicated by the Catholic Church when she 
married a divorced man, said she holds no hard feelings against the church. 

Some other panelists, however, expressed their concern about the way the entire priest 
molestation issue was handled by the Los Angeles Archdiocese. That issue is likely to be a 
subtext of Wempe's trial, which centers on activities that followed his return to priestly duties 
after six months of therapy. Cardinal Roger Mahony approved his reassignment as chaplain 
of Cedars Sinai Hospital in spite of his history as a molester. 

Wempe, 66, has pleaded not guilty to five counts of lewd conduct and molestation of a boy 
between 1990 and 1995. His attorney, however, acknowledged in November that Wempe 
did abuse 13 other boys between 1977 and 1986. Eight of them will be allowed to testify at 
Wempe's current trial. 

Charges involving the 13 others were dismissed after the U.S. Supreme Court struck down 
a state law in 2003 that allowed retroactive prosecution of decades-old sex crimes involving 
children. 

The six men and six women of the jury promised to keep in mind that he is being tried only 
for charges involving the one boy in the 1990s, not for the decades-old sex crimes he has 
admitted. 

Loyola University Law School Professor Laurie Levenson said jurors will have a tough task. 

0 

~ 
"Jurors will still pause before they let a priest go when he has done so much harm to so 
many," she said. "They would be worried about the message it would send." ..... 

The allegations Wempe now faces were made by a young man who came forward three 
months after the Supreme Court's ruling. 

The accuser, now 20, is the brother of two boys whose cases were dismissed. Levine 
claims the allegations are the fabrications of a young man seeking retribution for his 
brothers. 

The emotional issues involved in the case- sexual abuse, children and religion - led to a 
complicated and probing jury selection that lasted a full week. 

Many prospective jurors were dismissed when they said they could not put aside their 
feelings of revulsion about child molestation. 

After the 2003 Supreme Court ruling, the Los Angeles County district attorney's office was 
forced to dismiss multiple charges against 11 priests involving numerous alleged victims, 
most of whom have since filed civil sui~s seeking damages for suffering and emotional 
distress. · 

Another former priest spared charges by the 2003 ruling, Michael Stephen Baker, was 
arrested Thursday when he returned from Thailand. Police said Baker, 58, is suspected of 
molestina a bov for 12 vears beainnina in 1984. 
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His arraignment was scheduled in the same courthouse where Wempe's trial got under way 
Monday. 
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Sexual abuse of teen alleged during trial of former priest 
. Linda Deutsch, Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (AP)- A succession of grown men testified Tuesday that ex-priest Michael Wempe trapped them in a 
web of sexual molestation that began In their childhoods and continues to shadow their lives today. 

Pointing across the courtroom where the former Roman Catholic clergyman was seated at the counsel table, on trial 
for molestation, prosecutor Todd Hicks asked a witness identified only as Jay. F. how he knew Wempe. 

"From a nightmare," said the 39-year-old man. 

At one point, staring at Wempe, he said bitingly: "This guy is so sick." 

He graphically outlined a pattern of molestation that involved fondling, masturbation and oral copulation that began 
when he was 13 and also ensnared two of his brothers. 

He said he felt "trapped and confused" during the two years that Wempe abused him. 

"As a Catholic, you're taught the priest is the closest thing to God, someone you should respect," he said. "Then you're 
caught in this abuse and you don't know what to do .... You think it will go away." 

Jay F. said he never mentioned his ordeal to anyone until10 years ago when he blurted it out in a confessional. But 
the priest who heard his confession did nothing, he said, 

He said he decided to come forward when he heard about the nationwide priest scandal and wishes now he had 
spoken up sooner because, "I could have saved other kids." · 

Another victim, identified as John C. testified he has had trouble remembering everything that happened to him 
because he was so young. He said he was molested between the ages of 5 and 7: 

"I started remembering things ... ," he said. "It's like trying to complete a puzzle and suddenly you have a box of pieces 
you didn't know you had. I'm trying to get my life in order and my interest is in finding out what these pieces were." 
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The 27-year-old man, who works in San Francisco, also 
said: i"These things are dictating most of my behavior to this 
point." 

. After his involvement with the priest, John C: said, he 
became an incorrigible student who was suspended and 
eventually expelled from high school. He said he kept a 
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picture of the Unabomber in his high school locker and 
made bomb threats. 

Eventually, he said, he was arrested and wouna up living in 
a group home. 

John C. said he is one of many of Wempe's victims who 
have filed suit against the Archdiocese of Los Angeles but 
is less interested in the money than punishment for those 
involved. 

"If I could wail on the church. wall for a couple of days, that 
would be better," he said. 

Of his testimony, he said, "I don't believe in confession in 
church. Hopefully this will help me get on." 

Wempe's attorney, Leonard Levine, who gently cross-
examined the witnesses and voiced no objections to any of 

the prosecutor's questions, has admitted that his client molesteq 13 boys in the 1970s and '80s. But he maintains that 
Wempe is not guilty of molesting another boy in the 1990s, the case for which he is on trial. That young man was to 
testify later in the week. 
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Wempe Weeps as Witness Testifies 
• A man describes actions by the then-priest when he was a student in Lancaster. Others testify about 
molestations. 

By Jean Guccione, Times Staff Writer 

Michael Stephen Wempe wept Tuesday as a Houston man testified that the former priest used religion class to 
teach him about masturbation, then encouraged him to practice when they were alone. 

The testimony came during the second day of Wempe's trial on charges of abusing a boy in the early 1990s. 
Wempe, through his attorney, has admitted to molesting 13 boys decades ago, but denies the more recent abuse 
allegatibns. 
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Los Angeles County Superior Court Judge Curtis R. Rappe 
is allowing testimony about past molestations to bolster 
prosecutors' contention that Wempe was a practiced abuser 
who used the same script to exploit children for decades. 

The Houston man attended Paraclete High School in 
Lancaster, where Wempe taught religion and coached golf. 
When Deputy Dist. Atty. Todd Hicks asked the man if he wa 
a good golfer, Wempe, sitting at the defense table, nodded 
yes. 

The two men had not seen each other for decades, and the 
witness did not look at Wempe as he left the courtroom. 

Wempe, 66, faces up to 16 years in prison if convicted of 
charges of lewd conduct with a minor and oral copulation. 

His attorney, Leonard Levine, said the current accuser is 
lying to avenge his two brothers, whose cases were barred 
by a U.S. Supreme Court ruling. Wempe has not molested 
anyone since Cardinal Roger M. Mahony sent him to 

residential therapy in the 1980s, and he is sincerely sorry for his past misconduct, Levine said. 

"Here is somebody who has changed and is obviously remorseful about what happened," he said. 

Mahony has called his decision to assign Wempe to Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, where the most recent abuse 
was alleged, a mistake. He said he didn't know that the hospital had a children's ward. I . 

The Times generally does not identify sexual abuse victims. 

Earlier in the day, another man testified that he was visiting Wempe's rectory at St. Sebastian Catholic Church in 
Santa Paula when he was startled to see his teenage brother lying naked on the priest's bed. Wempe, bare-
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chested, appeared in the doorway and told him to come in, the man, now 26, testified. 

"Father Mike said, 'Come back here. It's your turn,'" the man recalled. 

A third witness, a 39-year-old Valencia man, said he would often sleep in the priest's bed at St. Mary's Catholic 
Church in Palmdale. The next day, he would assist Wempe at Mass as an altar boy. 

"He would fondle me, then give the body of Christ to the whole church with that same hand," the man testified. 

Late one night, when he was 15, the priest was driving him home when he detoured to a rest stop on a secluded 
mountain road, where he orally copulated him, the man testified. The next morning, he said, the priest met his 
school bus at Quartz Hill High School and warned him not to tell his friends, 

Shortly afterward, the man quit ninth grade and hitchhiked to San Diego. 

He confessed the molestation to a Valencia priest in the 1990s, he testified. 

"I was hoping that the priest would reach out to me," he said. But the priest did nothing, he said. 
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Witness in priest sexual abuse trial weeps while 
testifying 

By Linda Deutsch 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Associated Press 
News Article 

January 26, 2006 

8:21 p.m. January 26, 2006 

LOS ANGELES -A sexual abuse victim wept in court Thursday as he described his love for a priest 
who he says betrayed him and his belief that he failed to protect his younger brothers. 

"I can accept that I was abused but I can't accept the fact that I was the gatekeeper, that I let it 
happen to my brothers," said the man identified in 
court only as Mark B. 

The 42-year-old testified in the trial of Michael 
Wempe, who is charged with molesting Mark's 
younger brother, Jayson, in the 1990s. 

r-- .~ . 
; 

I 
The former priest has admitted he molested 13 I' 

boys in the 1970s and '8os but has not been tried in . 
those cases because of a Supreme Court ruling I 
barring retroactive extension of the statute of 
limitations on old cases. Mark and another / 
brother, Lee, were affected by the ruling. 

Jayson came forward three months after the 
Supreme Court's ruling. While the defense 
acknowledges that Mark and Lee were abused, it 
claims that Jayson's allegations were fabricated to 
seek retribution for his brothers. I 

',· 

/ 

/ 

... / ... ·· 

~-------

Mark testified that the former priest ingratiated 

Advertisement 

himself to his mother and became a surrogate father to him and his brothers because their own 
father was always preoccupied with business. 

Meanwhile, he said Wempe took him on motorcycle trips where he would fondle him. Mark kept the 
secrets, he said, because Wempe meant so ~uch to him and his family. 

"I loved the guy," he said, burying his face in his hands and weeping. 

Wempe, seated across the courtroom, flushed bright red. 

Mark said he and his brother Lee first shared memories of alleged abuse in 2002. But he said he 
never spoke to Jayson about his own abuse and was "floored" when he heard the youngest brother 
might have been abused. 

As court recessed for the day, Wempe began to sob and covered his eyes with a handkerchief. Jayson 
was scheduled to testify Friday. 

. I 
I 

I 
i 
: 
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Abuse victim laments his brother's fate 
By Linda Deutsch 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

LOS ANGELES - A sexual abuse victim wept in court Thursday as he tc'1ld of his love for 
Michael Wempe, the priest he said betrayed him, and his belief that he failed to protect his 
younger brothers from similar abuse. 

"I can accept that I was abused but I can't accept the fact that I was the gatekeeper, that I 
let it happen to my brothers," said the man identified as Mark B. 

"Every day I look at my brothers and realize it was my responsibility," he said. "I could have 
called the police. I just didn't have the courage to say anything." 

The 42-year-old man, who now lives in Norway, came to the witness stand as a prosecutor 
prepared to call to the stand his youngest brother, Jayson, the sole victiin who claims he 
was abused during a period for which Wempe can be charged criminally. 

The former priest has admitted he molested 13 boys in the 1970s and '80s but has not been 
tried in these cases because of a U.S. Supreme Court ruling barring retroactive extension of 
the statute of limitations on old cases. 

Defense attorneys maintain the older brothers helped jayson fabricate a story of later abuse 
in order to punish Wempe for his earlier behavior. 

But Marl< testified he never spoke to Jayson about his own abuse and Was "floored" when 
he heard the youngest brother might have been abused. 

He described Jayson as "a happy kid until he was 6 or 7 and he became Jery withdrawn." 

Jayson, who is now 26, claims he was molested by Wempe in the 19908 after the former 
priest returned from therapy and was assigned by Cardinal Roger Mahony to be the 
Catholic chaolain at Cedars Sinai Medical Center. 
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Mark said he had completely repressed all memories of his abuse until June 2001, when he 
was on the way to his brother's wedding. 

He said his brother Lee had iiwited Wempe to participate. 

"I was getting ready for the wedding and something clicked. I was getting visual pieces of a 
puzzle in my head, like snapshots of abuse," he recalled." It all came rushing out like a 
waterfall." 

He had kept the secrets well, he said, because Wempe meant so much to him and his 
family. 

"!loved the guy," he said, burying his face in his hands and weeping. 

Wempe, seated across the courtroom, nushed bright red. 

As court recessed for the day, Wempe began to sob and covered his eyes with a 
handkerchief. Jayson was scheduled to testify Friday. Wempe denies that he abused 
Jayson. 

Mark also told a story now familiar to jurors from other witnesses of how Wempe charmed 
parishioners at St. Jude's Catholic Church in Westlake Village. He added that the former 
priest also ingratiated himself to his mother and became a surrogate father to himself and 
his brothers because their own father was always preoccupied with business. He said his 
mother encouraged the contacts. 

SiliconValley.com ~ "She adored him. She felt he was our connection to God. He was our spiritual ticket," Mark 
..... --------.-··· ·-·----·--··--- • said of the 66-year-old, gray-haired defendant. "He cemented our relationship to th~ 

church." 

He said his mother was so devoted to Wempe that she would cook for him and volunteered 
to redecorate his room at the rectory. 

Meanwhile, he said Wempe was taking him on motorcycle trips where he would fondle him. 

"Every time I came back from a ride with him,·l closed down in my mind what had 
happened," he said. "I buried it deep, deep in my mind and put it away." · 

He said he and his brother Lee first shared memories of alleged abuse in 2002. 

"We spent the next half hour on the phone crying, trying to console each other," he said. "It 
was gut wrenching, my worst nightmare." 
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Witness Against Priest Turns Defiant 
• Jayson B. refuses to change his testimony after the suspect's lawyer questions the accuracy of his memory abol 
alleged molestations. 

By Jean Guccione, Times Staff Writer 

The tears of the key witness in Jhe trial of admitted child molester Father Michael Wempe turned to open defiance 
Tuesday as the retired priest's lawyer cross-examined him about details of his alleged abuse. 

RCALA 011649 

The witness, who was identified in court only as Jayson B., had cried through three days of testimony about his 
alleged fondling and oral copulation by the priest, whom Cardinal Roger M. Mahony had assigned to Cedars-Sinai ·­
Medical Center after sending him for treatment for pedophilia. 
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But when attorney Leonard Levine questioned his memory 
.. , of being abused in a purple-blue Thunderbird three times 
Y from 1991 to 1995, Jayson B. refused to change his story. 

Levine said the car wasn't bought until1995. 

"You are asking me about a car I was in five times 15 years 
ago," Jayson B., now 26, said. "I'm not going to change wha 
I remember." 

The witness repeatedly told Levine these were details he ha 
spent a lifetime trying to forget. 

Wempe originally was charged with abusing five boys, 
including Jayson B.'s brothers, but w~s released from jail 
when the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that California could not 
retroactively prosecute decades-old abw;;e cases. 

Jayson B. then came forward and accused the former priest 
of molesting him in the 1990s. 

Wempe later conceded that he had molested 13 boys, 
including Jayson B.'s older brothers. Wempe's lawyers say Jayson B. is lying to avenge his family. 

Earlier, Jayson B. testified that he never told anyone that Wempe had molested him, even after his two older 
brothers went to authorities in 2002 to report that the priest had molested them. 

"I knew that he was going to be punished and I would never have to revear my secret," .he testified, adding that he 
"would have taken this to the grave." · 

1 

But his attitude changed a year later, when Jayson B. learned that the criminal case against Wempe had been 
dismissed and the now-retired priest was a free man. 
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Deputy Los Angeles County Dist. Atty. Todd Hicks asked Jayson B. how he felt when he saw a photograph of a 
grinning Wempe walking out of jail. "I felt like l had been punched in the stomach," he responded. 

Jayson B. said he learned that his alleged molestations cou,ld still be prosecuted under the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruling. "I knew that if I told what had happened to me that he would be punished," he testified. 

The man said he spent the summer after graduating from UCLA trying to build up the courage to·tell his family and 
police thatWempe h_ad molested him too. · 

On cross-examination, Levine asked if he had come forward with the current accusations to protect his brothers ant 
mother, who were upset when Wempe was released from jail. 

"No," he answered. "That makes no sense whatsoever." 

Jayson B.'s testimony is to continue today in the downtown Los Angeles courtroom of Judge Curtis Rappe . 
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Chronicling Priest's Pattern of-Abuse 
• In court, victims tell of a hip, outdoorsy Michael Wempe lavishing them with attention and trips. 

By Jessica Garrison and Jean Guccione, Times Staff Writers 

Retired priest Michael Edwin Wempe is older now, with curled, arthritic-looking hands and watery, crystalline eyes. 
As he has sat in a downtown Los Angeles courtroom these last three weeks, red-faced and silently weeping, it has 
been difficult to see him as his victims did: as .the hip, long-haired cleric on a motorcycle who, by his own admissior 
seduced and molested 13 boys during his 36-year career in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 

But as the witnesses recounted, Wempe, now 66, had an eye for needy boys from troubled families: He invited 
them for dinner in the rectory, and then took them into his bed while the other priests slept. He put them on the fran 
of his motorcycle and in his car, and then fondled them as they drove - in one case crashing in a bloody accident. 
After violating them at night, he rewarded them with extra-large pieces of Communion wafers at Mass the next 
morning, 

ADVERTISEMENT 

AD'vERTISING SUPP LBv1ENT 

Four years after the clergy abuse scandal exploded across 
the country and in the Los Angeles Archdiocese, Wempe's 
trial, which is expected to go to the jury this week, offers a 
rare picture of a serial abuser. After years of simmering 
scandal and secret negotiations, eight men have come into 
open court to confront the priest who molested them. 

Their testimony highlights how, in parish after parish, the 
priest surrounded himself with boys- and for years no 
church officials seemed to express concern or intervene. Th 
allegations that the church did not act could prove pivotal no 
just to Wempe's fate, but also to the Los Angeles 
Archdiocese, which is facing more than 560 lawsuits 
charging that it failed to protect children from abusive priests 

· "You would have fun, but you paid the price," testified one ol 
Wempe's victims, who estimated that·the priest molested hir 
in the rectory 30 to 40 times, and on a motorcycle, in cars 
and during camping trips. "He would attack you." 

As victims described monstrous acts of abuse that ruined their lives and sentthem spiraling into substance abuse, 
Wempe's lawyer made no objection, Still, the retired priest, among the most prolific abusers in the archdiocese's 
molestation scandal, denies the crime for which he is on trial -allegedly molesting the younger brother of two of 
his victims. · i 

The cleric's lawyer says the accuser is making up the charges to avenge the brothers, whose abuses happened toe · 
long ago to allow prosecution of Wempe for them. The lawyer has tried to show that the accuser is wrong on key 
details, such as the color of the priest's car. 
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Wempe's defense is that he used to be a pedophile but that he was cured after Cardinal Roger M. Mahony sent hin 
to therapy in 1987. The therapy came more than 20 years after Wempe was ordained and more than 15 years after 
his first admitted victims entered his life. 

Court documents and testimony outline a pattern of abuse repeated many times. 

Wempe was about 30 and had been an assistant pastor at St. Rose of Lima Catholic Chubh in Simi Valley for two 
years when he met Vincent and Timothy F. As he would do again, he befriended a Catholic family with young boys. 
He accepted invitations to dinner and proved himself to be a delightful and charming guest. 

Before long, he was treated like an honored member of the family, saying Mass in the home, offering a sympathetic 
ear to the boys' mother and, to her immense gratitude, taking an interest in her preteen sons, according to the 
prosecutors. (Vincent and Timothy F. did not testify.) . 

For the boys, the attention was exhilarating: Wempe was not only patient and caring, he was also one cool dude. 
He had a full beard, long hair and a motorcycle. And as if that weren't enough, he was devoted to camping, fishing 
and shooting. . -

In court over the last three weeks, several witnesses described how Wempe would initiate the abuse. 

After gaining the parents' trust, he would invite his altar l?oys for motorcycle rides. With their own driver's licenses 
often years away, they were delighted - even more so when Wempe said they could steer. 

But inevitably, the thrill of the ride was interrupted when Wempe's hands strayed into their laps, then inside their 
pants. 

"He would say, 'My hands are cold,'" testified Richard Kirby, who was molested by Wempe from 1976 to 1978 and 
became a Washington .lobbyist. "It was a little weird, but I was getting to drive a motorcycle." 

During camping trips and sleepovers at the rectory, meanwhile, the boys often woke in the night to feel Wempe's 
hands between their legs, the men testified. Other times, the priest would talk to them about the beauty of 
masturbation and explain that it was God's way of releasing tension. 

Sitting at the defendant's table, Wempe's ruddy face sometimes turned red, then purple. Occasionally, tears drippe• 
down his cheeks. 

He seems to have been quite open about letting the boys sleep in the rectory; several people testified that they 
came and went with regularity and ate dinner there with the other priests. Still, the men testified, sometimes WempE 
would tell them to keep their activities secret. 

A few altar boys also testified that he had a particular way of showing his gratitude: During Mass, he would break o1 
extra-large pieces of wafers for them. 

In 1973, Wempe was transferred from St. Rose of Lima to St. Jude in nearby Westlake Village. 

He continued his relationships with Vincent and Timothy F., and he began abusing at least five other boys. 

Among them Were Robert B., whose father was an alcoholic and whose mother welcomed Wempe into her hom·e, 
and Mark and Lee B., brothers of Wempe's current accuser. Robert B. did not testify; Mark and Lee B. did. 

In 1976, while he was posted in Westlake Village, Vincent and Timothy F.'s mother went to St. Jude to complain, 
according to court documents. Church officials say they have no record of that, according to J. Michael Hennigan, 
Mahony's lawyer. 

The next year, Wempe was transferred to Sacred Heart Church in Ventura. He stayed there eight months before 
being moved again, to Paraclete High School in Lancaster, where he was golf coach. 

Once again, Wempe ktayed in contact with boys from his old parish, while also finding new victims closer to home. 

There were William M. and Greg J., both members of the golf team. And there were two brothers from Lake 
Hughes members of St. Elizabeth's Mission, where Wempe sometimes filled in. L An 
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As he had done elsewhere, the priest seduced with a mixture of delicious food and adrenaline-pumping outings, 
such as motorcycle trips to Hearst Castle and water- and snow-skiing trips. He also took some of his victims to visit 
his own mother. · 

In 1984, Wempe was moved again, this time to St. Sebastian in Santa Paula. 

It did not take long for him to find two fatherless boys. One of them, Patrick C., recalled outings for miniature golf, 
deep-sea fishing, camping and shooting. 

For nearly a decade, Wempe also kept up with Lee B, one of the brothers of his current accuser. In 1986, after 
years of allowing underage drivers to pilot his cars and motorcycles while he fondled them, Wempe was involved in 
a car accident. 

Lee B. testified that he was driving Wempe's car while the priest sat beside him and his younger brother Jayson B., 
the present accuser, sat in the back. Lee said the priest began fondling him, causing him to become distracted and 
swerve into a truck. His brother suffered serious injuries. For a long time, Lee B. said, he blamed himself. Now, he 
said, he blames Wempe. 

Lee B. said the Catholic Church paid for his brother's medical care. 

A few months later, someone finally objected to the rectory sleepovers that Wempe held. 

Patrick C. and his brother John C. testified that they remembered a priest named Father Rothe angrily approaching 
them one day as they left Wempe's room. 

Rothe had "a very admonishing look on his face," Patrick C. testified, and he gruffly dispatched the boys to wait by 
the door of the rectory while he talked to Wempe. After that, there was a new rule: Children were not allowed in the 
rectory. 

According to church files, Rothe wrote to the archdiocese's vicar of the clergy accusing Wempe of "boundary 
violations," which the church defined as "indiscreet conduct with young boys without any evidence of actual 
molestation." 

Shortly after those incidents, Patrick C. testified, Wempe told him that he was being sent on sabbatical. The priest 
was distressed. He broke down once while saying Mass. He also cried privately to Patrick C., complaining that this 
would hurt his career. He said he had hoped to become a monsignor. 

In 1988, after six months at a treatment center in New Mexico, Wempe returned to Los Angeles County and was 
assigned to be a chaplain at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center- a decision Mahony now says was a mistake. 

Wempe remained there until 2002, when Mahony asked him to retire. That same year, as the clergy sex scandal 
erupted across the country, Wempe's victims began to come forward. 

The older brothers of the curren~ accuser were among the first to tell their stories. In 2003, Wempe was charged 
with molesting children from 1977 to 1986. But the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that a California law allowing old 
prosecutions was invalid. Wempe went free, with his attorney proclaiming the retired priest's innocence. 

Late last year, however, Wempe admitted, through his lawyer, that he had molested the 13 boys during the 1970s 
and '80s. The admission came as part of an attempt to ~imit damaging testimony in the current trial about old abuse 
cases. 

Shortly after the Supreme Court ruling that set Wempe free, Jayson B. said he had been molested in the 1990s, 
recently enough to allow prosecution .. 

Wempe, who has not testified, sits quietly in court next to his lawyer each day. His sister and her husband sit 
directly behind him; his sister takes notes on a purple notepad. 

· They are among the few courtrooh, observers. Wempe's victims, for the most part, did not bring anyone with them 
for support as they testified about things they said were so painful they'd never even told their wives. Instead, 
waiting to testify, they sat together in the cool, dim hallway outside the courtroom, talking about Kobe Bryant or 
paging through paperbacks. L An 1 T' os gees tmes 
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During breaks, Wempe at times walked by their little cluster on his way to the bathroom. The victims averted their 
eyes. 
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February 9, 2006- A prosecutor urg~d jurors Thursday to convict a priest of sexual molestation charges, 
depicting him as an unrepentant sinner whose crimes wrecked the lives of those he abused. 

With retired Catholic priest Michael Wempe watching impassively from across the courtroom, Deputy 
District Attorney Todd Hicks spoke of crimes against many men, who have accused the defendant of 
molesting them. 

''In this case you can see what he has done to wreck lives," Hicks said. "You have seen the alcoholism, 
drug abuse, failed relationships, confusion. You have seen questions and you have seen secrets." 

. Associated Press 
News Article 

February 9, 2006 

He said that many of the men who were molested as boys didn't come forward until news of a church 
scandal in Boston triggered their memories. 

In his closing arguments, Hicks told jurors, "It's time for the defendant to pay for his sins." 

After three weeks of accusations from a parade of eight past molestation victims, jurors are being asked 
to decide whether one additional man, Jayson B., is telling the truth when he says he was abused by 
Wempe. 

The eight who testified and five others whom Wempe's lawyers admit were abused decades ago are. not 
the issue in this first trial of a priest whose past misconduct could not be prosecuted because of legal 
time limits. 

Jayson alone, now 26, has brought Wempe to court and his is the only case that could send the former 
priest to jail. Wempe's defense lawyer spent the last day of testimony Wednesday casting doubt on 
Jayson's veracity, suggesting he made up his story of abuse to avenge his two brothers who were abused 
by Wempe years earlier. 

Throughout the trial, the prosecution1portrayed the 66-year-old Wempe as a pedophile who habitually 
preyed on young boys and the defense claiming he was cured during a church ordered treatment in 1987 
and never molested again. 

The case is expected to go to the jury Friday. 
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Jayson B. claims he was sexually abused by Wempe between 1990 and 1995 at Wempe's office at 
Cedars-Sinai Medical·Center and in two cars. 

As a young boy, he said, he would sit on Wempe's lap in front of the computer while the priest typed 
with one hand and fondled him with the other. He testified that he played games on Wempe's office 
computer and remembered the priest using a Windows program. 

On Wednesday, a technology expert who worked at the hospital testified that Wempe's computer had 
not been equipped for video games nor could it run a Windows program. 

Jurors also heard from Ed Torres, a district attorney's senior investigator whose written report on an 
interview with 1ayson last March conflicted with much of what the accuser said on the witness stand. 

Torres admitted to errors in his report. He wrote that Jayson claimed to have been molested in the 1970s 
. th REDACTED • and '80s. He smd he knows now a1 wasn't born untlll979. 

"I must have made a mistake," the witness said. 

Wempe, 66, denies molesting Jayson but has acknowledged Jayson's two older brothers were among 13 
boys he abused in the 1970s and 1980s. The former priest cannot be prosecuted for those crimes because 
the statute oflimitations has expired. 

Copyright 2006 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, 
broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 
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Lawyers Wrap Up Arguments fn Priest Abuse Case 
• The defense says Michael Wempe's accuser fabricated his story to avenge his brothers. 

By Jessica Garrison and Jean Guccione, Times Staff Writers 

After three weeks of testimony, jurors must decide whether retired priest Michael Edwin Wempe continued to moles 
even after the church sent him for treatment or if he is the victim of a family plot to avenge monstrous crimes 
committed long ago. 

"It is time for the defendant to pay for his sins," Los Angeles County Deputy Dist. Atty. Todd Hicks told jurors in his 
closing arguments. "It's time. He is guilty." 

ADVERTISEMENT 

;-·e m.oreinstore 

See the extra 
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The defense concedes that Wempe was "an animal 
predator," but says he is innocent of abusing a boy in the 
1990s at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, where Wempe was < 
chaplain. 

Defense attorney Leonard Levine contends that Wempe's 
accuser, Jayson B., conspired with his family to make up thE 
allegations after learning that the priest could not be 
prosecuted for the decades-old abuse of his two older 
brothers. 

'What Michael Wempe did in the '70s and '80s were horrible 
acts, and we all have a right to hate him for that," Levine 
said, as Wempe sat at the defendant's table. But Levine 
added that it is simply unbelievable that the priest molested 
the younger brother of Lee and Mark B. after he returned 
from treatment. 

"Just consider the facts and the law, and if you do that, I'm 
sure you'll come to the right verdict,.and that verdict can oniJ 
be not guilty." 

Wempe's trial has far-reaching implications, not just for the disgraced former cleric who faces up to 16 years in 
prison if convicted, but also for the Los Angeles Archdiocese, The jury, including three Catholics, begins deliberatin 
today in the downtown Los Angeles courtroom of Superior Court Judge Curtis Rappe. 

Wempe is among at least three Roman Catholic priests accused of continuing t() molest children after Cardinal 
Roger M. Mahony sent them for treatment for pedophilia and then returned them to active ministry. 

The Wempe case could make it more difficult for the archdiocese to defend itself against more than 560 civil claims 
alleging it failed to protect children from predator priests. · 

In Wempe's criminal trial, however, there has been n.o question that he has abused children. After years of denial, 
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Wempe admitted through his lawyer last year to molesting 13 boys in the 1970s and '80s. He cannot be prosecutec 
for those acts because the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in 2003 that they happened too long ago. 

Weeks after that ruling, the younger brother of two of Wempe's victims came forward to say that he, too, had been 
molested - and recently enough for prosecution to go forward. · 

The prosecution argued that in molesting the boy known as Jayson B. five times from 1991 to 1995, Wempe was· 
basically following a "recipe" of abuse that he had followed throughout his years as a paris~ priest. 

"The defendant used the same playbook with Jayson," Hicks said during his closing argument. 

But Wempe did not take Jayson camping, fishing, shooting, golfing and skiing or invite him to sleep in the rectory al 
he did with his earlier victims. "He can't have a conga line of kids going into ... the rectory," Hicks said. 

In fact, Wempe's transfer from a church parish to a hospital forced the priest to change his methods, the prosecutor 
argued. "There are no altar boys at the hospital," Hicks said, calling it reckless for the priest, after getting help for hi 
problems, to seek out families with boys that fie had befriended in earlier assignments. 

He compared such actions to a recovering alcoholic returning to his neighborhood bar to get drunk. 

Still, Hicks argued, Jayson knew things about Wempe, his office, his cars and his style of touching that he only 
could have known "because he lived it." 

The prosecutor said that if Jayson did conspire with his family t<? wrongfully accuse Wempe, as the defense 
contends, they didn't do a very good job of it. The abuse alleged by the men, for example, differs. Jayson testified 
that Wempe orally copulated him twice in the priest's car. Both of his brothers say they were only fondled. 

''The defendant's crimes are terrible," Hicks said, as Wempe sat, expressionless. "His sins are terrible. He has 
wrecked people's lives." 

Wempe's lawyer conceded that the jury had every right to hate his client. But that does not mean he is guilty, he 
said. 

It made no sense for Wempe, knowing he was under suspicion because of past allegations, to take Jayson to his 
office, Levine argued. And, he added, it made no sense to drive Jayson an hour and a half from Thousand Oaks to 
Beverly Hills "to molest him for five minutes." 

Several other aspects of Jayson's story were similarly unbelievable, Levine argued. One of them is that just one 
person,·Jayson, had accused Wempe of molestation after Mahony sent him to residential therapy. 

"My God, not even a false claim was made after 1987," Levine said, noting the financial incentive to file negligence 
claims against the Catholic Church. · 

And all of Wempe's contacts with Jayson B. were initiated by his mother, not the priest, who if still a dangerous 
predator might be more aggressive, Levine said. 

The defense lawyer pointed out otlier potential problems with Jayson's testimony. 

Levine said that Jayson recalled being molested in a blue-purple Ford Thunderbird that Wempe did not own until 
after the alleged abuse had ended. He suggested that it was next to impossible for Wempe to have molested him ir 
the adjacent parking structure of Cedars-Sinai, as Jayson claimed, because there were so many people around. 

He also sought to show that Jayson's testimony changed between the preliminary hearing and the trial, a sign, 
Levine said, that he was making things up. He recalled greater details of his alleged abuse, including that the priest 
fondled him with his left hand while they worked on a computer in Wempe's hospital office. 
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Associated Press ~ ~ 1:i! . ~ ().) s 
LOS ANGELES - A judge urged deadlocked jurors Tuesday to try to find "common ground" ] Z .g 
that might help them resolve child molestation charges against a retired Roman Catholic E--- P:.. 

priest. 

The six men and six women, who have been deliberating for a week, sent word Friday they 
had reached a verdict on one of five counts against Michael Wempe but were unable to 
agree on anything else. The lone verdict was sealed. 
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publicly revealed, asked for explanations of matters outside the court record, the judge said. 
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Superior Court Judge Curtis Rappe told jurors their questions could not be answered 
because they were seeking additional evidence. 

He had offered earlier to allow attorneys to present additional arguments if that would help, 
but he abandoned that plan after seeing the questions. 

"Is there anybody who thinks that further deliberations would help?" he asked the panel. 

"I do," said one woman. "We're kind of close on some counts." 

She was quickly joined by three others who raised their hands and urged further 
deliberations. But two more members of the panel then said they doubted any progress 
could be made. 

"People seem ready to leave and are set on certain views," said one woman. "We talked 
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this morning and they said they'd made up their minds." 

After conferring with lawyers, the judge said he wanted them to try again . 

"Maybe you need to sit down and see if there is common ground and if you can make any 
progress," he said . 

If verdicts are reached, they would not be announced until Wednesday, the judge said, 
because he will be unavailable. 

Wempe, 66, is charged with five counts of molestation involving a now grown man known as 
Jayson B. between 1990 and 1995. The retired priest has admitted molesting 13 boys in the 
1970s and '80s but those charges were dismissed after the U.S. Supreme Court upheld the 
statute of limitations on the crimes. 

The defense alleges the accuser fabricated the later claims to get even with Wempe for 
molesting his two brothers whose charges were dismissed . 

Jayson and his brother, Lee, were in court Tuesday in anticipation of a verdict. Wempe and 
his family also were present. 
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Wempe Is Convicted on 1 Count 

Los Angeles Times 
News Article 

February 23, 2006 

A mistrial on four other charges against the pedophile priest is declared when the jury 
can't reach verdicts. He could face a new trial. 
By ,Jessica Garrison and Jean Guccione, Times Staff Writers 
February 23 2006 

The pedophile priest whom Cardinal Roger M. Mahony said he regretted returning to the 
ministry was found guilty Wednesday of one count of molesting a boy, marking the first 
significant criminal conviction of a Los Angeles cleric since the church's sexual abuse 
scandal erupted four years ago. · 

Michael Edwin Wempe, forced into retirement from the Los Angeles Archdiocese, hung 
his head as the guilty verdict was read. Superior Court Judge Curtis Rappe ordered the 
Catholic cleric into custody. 

ADVER~tsEMENT Wempe, 66, has admitted sexually abusing 13 boys during his 36-year 
career in the archdiocese -but denied that he abused the boy whose 

allegations landed him in court. 

The case garnered close attention because it came as attorneys for the archdiocese were 
in settlement talks with more than 560 people suing the church for failing to protect them 
from abuse by priests. Such a settlement would almost surely be record-breaking, likely to 
reach hundreds of millions of dollars. 

It also marked the first time victims of a serial abuser have come into open court to testify. 
Prosecutors had filed cases against nearly a dozen Los Angeles clerics in 2003, but the 
cases were dismissed when the U.S. Supreme Court struck down a state law that lifted 
the statute of limitations for child abuse prosecutions. 

The Wempe trial focused renewed attention on Mahony's handling of molesting priests. 
The cardinal has admitted that he erred when he allowed Wempe to return to the ministry 
after sending him for treatment for pedophilia in 1987. 

The verdict "sends a message to the archdiocese regarding this defendant," Deputy Dist. 
Atty. Todd Hicks said. Wempe wouldA't have had an opportunity to commit the crime if his 
predatory background had been revealed earlier, Hicks said. 

Richard Farnell, who represents six of the 13 men Wempe has admitted abusing plus the 
current accuser, said the guilty verdict was "an incredible validation of their feelings about 
Wempe, and further than that about Mahony." 

"This is less an indictment of Wempe than of Mahony," he said. "He obviously did not do 
the right thing. He covered up for his own selfish benefit .... He knew Wempe was a 
pedophile and instead of doing the right thing, which called for law enforcement to be 
contacted, Mahony put him out there and failed to warn parishioners." 

The jury found Wempe guilty on one count of child _molestation but deadlocked on four 
others. 

Both sides claimed partial victory in a case that could send the retiree to prison for a 
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(continued) 

maximum of three years. He has 
served a year while he awaited trial. 

Wempe's lawyer, Leonard Levine, 
has said the· victim, now 26 and 
known in court as Jayson B., made 
up the allegations to avenge his 
brothers, who Wempe has admitting 
abusing. Under the statute of 
limitations, the priest could not be 
prosecuted for the decades-old 
crimes. 

Levine said his client was subjected 
to "a personal vendetta" by the 
accuser. "That's a natural emotion," 
Levine said. "But that's not the rule 
of law." 

Levine said his client, who has 
diabetes and a heart condition, was 
"disappointed" by the guilty verdict 
but grateful to jurors for looking at 
each count and failing to convict on 
four of them. 

Wempe did not testify in his own 
defense during the five-week trial 
that had men weeping on the stand 
as they told how the charming, 
motorcycle-riding priest had abused 
them, and forever warped their 
ability to trust and be intimate. 

In 1987, Mahony sent Wempe for 
psychiatric treatment after Wempe's 
supervisor accused him of · 
"indiscreet conduct with young 
boys," but then restored him to the 
ministry- a decision that he has 
said publicly he now regrets. 

After six months at a treatment 
center in New Mexico- therapy 
that Wempe maintained cured him 
- Mahony assigned him to the 
chaplaincy at Cedars-Sinai Medical 
Center. He remained there until he 
retired in 2002, when the clergy sex 
scandal erupted and Wempe's 
victims began to come forward. 

A year later, in June 2003, he was 
charged with 42 counts of child 
sexual molestation, but the case 
was dismissed after the U.S. 
Supreme Court ruled that 

California's law extending the statute of limitations was unconstitutidnal. 

Weeks after that decision, Wempe's current accuser- whose two older brothers had just 
lost their day in court against Wempe- came forward and claimed he had been abused 
in the 1990s, within the statute of limitations. 
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Wempe is one of at least three priests accused - and the first convicted - of abusing 
children after they were sent to therapy and returned to active ministry. 

Wempe's trial also has served as a curtain raiser for the lawsuits, some' of which could go 
before juries this year. After the verdict, both sides in those cases sought to frame the 
outcome as favorable to their cause. 

The archdiocese released a statement that apologized for Wempe's behavior but said it 
now has procedures in place to prevent abuse. 

"Father Michael Wempe's conviction cannot restore the trust and innocence stolen from 
his victims, but hopefully this verdict may provide them some measure of justice and 
comfort. To those he abused, we again apologize, and we assure them of our support and 
of our firm resolve to continue to employ effective means of preventing all forms of abuse 
in our church," the statement said. 

The jury took four days to decide Wempe's fate. Late on Friday, they said they had a 
verdict on one count- the charge that Wempe orally copulated his accuser in his car 
sometime between 1993 and 1995 - but were deadlocked on four others. 

The judge sent them back for more deliberations, but they were still unable to reach a 
consensus. They came close to acquitting Wempe on one count, voting 11 to 1 that he 
was not guilty of one lewd-conduct charge. On two other charges, they voted 7 to 5 that 
he was guilty. On the fifth count, some thought guilty, some thought innocent, and some 
could not make up their minds. 

The judge declared a mistrial on those charges. Prosecutors said they would decide by 
the March 1 0 sentencing hearing whether to retry Wempe on those counts. 

All of the jurors declined to comment on how they reached their verdict. They left through 
a rear door to avoid reporters. 

The victim and a brother who accompanied him to court Wednesday also declined to 
comment. Both men, wearing dark jackets and sitting in the front row, remained 
expressionless as the verdict was read. Later, Hicks described the victim as "elated" at 
the conviction. 

The support group Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests issued a statement 
calling on Wempe to "search his conscience and disclose to the police, prosecutors and 
the public what he knows about Cardinal Roger Mahony and church officials' cover-ups of 
sex crimes in the church." 
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Retired LA Roman Catholic priest 
receives 3-year prison sentence 
ROBERT JABLON 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES - Retired Roman Catholic priest Michael Wempe was sentenced to three 
years in state prison Friday on one count of child molestation in a case that began with 

his admission that he had sexually abused many other boys decades ago. 

Superior Court Judge Curtis B. Rappe sentenced the 66-year-old priest to the maximum 
term allowed by law, but that was reduced to just 4 79 days after deductions for the time 

he already served behind bars and credits for prison work and good behavior. 

The defense estimated Wempe could be paroled in half that time. 

He also was fined $600 and must register as a sex offender. 

Wempe said nothing at the hearing, and defense attorney Leonard Levine said his client 
would not make statements of remorse because they would sound "hollow" and because 
of a pending lawsuit against Wempe. 

"There are no winners in this case," Levin·e said. "There are just people trying to put their 

lives back here and move on." 

The defense agreed not to appeal the sentence or seek a new trial under a deal with 

prosecutors, who said they wouldn't refiie four other charges over which a jury had 

deadlocked, 

.... '.. ,,,_ .... ··~ ... ... . ...... . 

Life & Style . . ___ ., . ' ·-.. ·----. ·• . _., ... 
.. , Outside court, the victim's older brother, known only as Lee B., said he was disappointed 

by the sentence and argued that Wempe remains a danger to children . 

ONLINE EXTRAS 

N~~p~peE A~.:;;. ()~li~~ • After his release "he'll go right back to work," Lee said. "He has the ability, with the 
Internet and the dangers that lurk on there, to accumulate more victims." 
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The trial played out over four weeks against the backdrop of an ongoing scandal in the 

Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Los Angeles- the nation's largest- which is facing 
numerous lawsuits over allegations that it faited to protect children from molesting priests. 

In his statement, Lee B. accused the Catholic Church and Cardinal Roger Mahony of 
concealing abuse by priests, putting them into "pedophile recycling camps" for therapy 
and of using stall tactics in prosecutions of priests. 

Spokesman Tod Tamberg said the archdiocese has "repeatedly apologized and 
explained its actions as to how the (Wempe) case was mishandled o~er the years" but 
there now are "effective policies" for dealing with priestly abuse. 

"We hope that Wempe's conviction and sentencing brings some measure of healing and 
consolation to the you~g people that he abused," Tamberg said. 

AU .S. Supreme Court ruling upholding a statute of limitations on old claims resulted in 
dismissal of 42 molestation counts against Wempe involving 13 other boys in the 1970s 
and '80s. His lawyers acknowledged his guilt on those charges but said he went into 
church-ordered treatment 20 years ago and returned a changed man, never molesting 
after that. 

REDACTED 
The case on which the priest was tried involved only one victim, referred to as 
who claimed he was 11 when the abuse started in the 1990s, during a time that Wempe 
was a chaplain at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center. · 

Wempe's lawyers suggested that Jayson fabricated his claims in retribution for the abuse 

of his two older brothers whose cases were thrown out. 

"We felt the evidence showed they did not occur," Levine said outside court of the alleged 

incidents. 

But it was the earlier crimes that took up the bulk of the trial as grown men came to 

recount tearfully the abuse they said damaged them for life. 

Wempe, seated across the courtroom, cried with them. 

However, he showed no emotion during the sentencing hearing when Jayson's mother 
and brother read statements condemning Wempe as someone who abused their family's 
trust and destroyed their faith and sense of security. 

''You have given so much grief and misery to us," the mother, identified in court only as 
REDACTEDtold Wempe. 

Prosecutor Todd Hicks also read an April10 statement from Jayson B. saying that 
because of Wempe's abuse he is still unable to find "any comfort or happiness in my life." 

Wempe did not look at the· speakers. 

Hicks also read a statement from the eldest brothf!r, Mark B., saying he felt responsible 

for his siblings' abuse because he said nothing about his own. 

"Some days l have difficulty looking at myself in the mirror," he said. 
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All three brothers said they still suffer from nightmares, panic attacks or chest pains, and 
an inability to trust. 

Two other victims also submitted statements into the record. One said of Wempe: "I can 
only hope that every night you are tortured in your dreams by your actions, as I have 
been every day." 
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Former Priest Sentenced To Three Years l 
Prison 

KNBC-TV 
6:54p.m. PDT May 5, 2006 

LOS ANGELES - A former Catholic priest was 
sentenced Friday to three years in prison for 
molesting a boy in the 1990s. Jan. 23 
Images: Opening Statements ·1 Video 

Michael Edwin Wempe will also have to 
register as a sex offender. 

The sentence ordered by Los Angeles Superior 
Court Judge Curtis Rappe was the maximum. 

But with credit for good behavior and time 
served in jail, the ex-prles_t will have 616 days 
taken off his sentence. 
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having oral sex with a boy in the defendant's c 
during a driving lesson sometime between 1993 
and 1995. 

Wempe was Initially charged in June 2003 with 
sexually molesting five boys in the 1970s and 
1980s, but those counts were dropped after the 
U.S. Supreme Court invalldated a California law 
that had extended the statute of llmitations on 
sex crimes. 

Wempe was then charged in September 2003 
with the crimes from the 1990s. 

Wempe's attorney, Leonard Levine, told jurors 
during the trial that his client denied molesting 
the boy in the 1990s but admitted that Wempe 
had molested the youth's two older brothers in 
the 1970s and 1980s. 

Levine contended that Wempe overcame his 
attraction to young boys after being counseled at 
a retreat for priests in New Mexico In 19871 and 
he alleged that the young man the ex-priest was 
accused of molesting came forward to avenge his 
two brothers. 

· The man, now in his 20s, testified he was 
repeatedly molested by Wempe in the early 
1990s, beginning when he was 11 and ending 
when he was 15. At the time, Wempe was 
assigned to Cedars-Sinai Medical Center as a 
hospital chaplain. 

In a statement released shortly after the verdict, 
the Archdiocese of Los Angeles apologized to 
Wempe's victfms. 

"Father Michael Wempe's conviction cannot 
restore the trust and innocence stolen from his 
victims, but hopefully this verdict may provide 
them some measure of justice and comfort." 
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Priest Gets 3 Years in Molestation 
Michael Wempe's case, the first major trial in the LA Archdiocese's sex abuse scandal, 
ends as settlement talks with hundreds continue. 
By Jessica Garrison and Jonathan Abrams, Times Staff Writers 
May 6, 2006 

A pedophile priest whom Cardinal Roger M. Mahony returned to the ministry after learning 
of his interest in children was sentenced to three years in prison Friday, bringing to a close 
Los Angeles' first high-profile trial since the church's abuse scandal exploded four years 
ago . 

Father Michael Edwin Wempe, 66, was led into court in handcuffs and sat expressionless 
in his brown county jail jumpsuit as Judge Curtis B. Rappe told him he would have to 
register as a sex offender for life because of his conviction for molesting a 16-year-old 
boy. 

ADVERTISEMENT 

UnUmited nationwide caUlng 
· Only 529.99/month 

. ' 

The retired priest agreed not to 
appeal or seek a new trial. In 
exchange, the district attorney's 
office will not retry him on four other 
counts of molestation that his jury 
was unable to decide. 

He was given the maximum 
sentence, but has already served 
about 600 days and so will be in 
prison for only about a year more­
a sentence that some of his victims 
said was far too short. 

Wempe has admitted to sexually 
abusing 13 boys during his 36-year 
career in the Los Angeles 
Archdiocese, but he could be tried 
only for molesting a single boy 
because the other crimes were too 

old. In the current case, he had denied abusing the younger brother of two men he had 
acknowledged molesting as youths. · 

"At long last, you will be introduced to some measure of justice," the older brother of the 
victim in this case told Wempe during the sentencing hearing. He and other victims who 
testified also had harsh words for the archdiocese and Mahony. 

"If the archdiocese had done the right thing ... I would have been spared years of 
despondency," he added. "Because of this, they bear as much responsibility for your 
crimes as you do." 

Wempe's hair and beard were scruffy and he appeared much thinner than during his 
February trial. In the probation report submitted during sentencing, officials noted that the 
retired priest is a diabetic who had open heart surgery in 1999 and takes daily medication. 
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The report also said Wempe has been taking Prozac for three years "to calm his nerves." 

Wempe did not testify at his trial, but in his probation report, officers wrote that he had said 
"this case has not only hurt him, but it has hurt the priesthood." 

"He related that he does not want to hurt the priesthood and he does not want to hurt the 
church," the report said. 

The trial focused renewed attention on the cardinal's handling of molesting priests. 
Mahony sent Wempe to therapy in 1987 after doubts arose about his questionable 
behavior, but allowed him to remain a priest until 2002 without warning parishioners. The 
therapy came more than 20 years after Wempe was ordained and more than 15 years 
after his first admitted victims entered his life. 

Archdiocese spokesman Tod Tamberg said Friday the church hoped "that this conviction 
and sentencing brings some measure of healing to his victims". 

He added that the "archdiocese has expressed remorse and asked for forgiveness for 
mistakes it made in dealing with Father Wempe." 

Wempe's trial comes as attorneys for the archdiocese are in settlement talks with more 
than 560 people suing the church for failing to protect them from abuse by priests. 

Such a settlement probably would reach into the hundreds of millions of dollars and break 
records. 

The case also marked the first time that victims of a serial abuser came into open court to 
testify. Prosecutors had filed cases against nearly a dozen Los Angeles priests in 2003, 
but they were dismissed when the U.S. Supreme Court struck down a state law that had 
lifted the statute of limitations for child abuse prosecutions. 

On Friday, Wempe's attorney, Leonard Levine, said the retired priest would make no 
statement of remorse or address the court in any way because of civil litigation pending 
against him. 

Outside the courtroom, Levine again denied that the priest had committed the crime for 
which he was convicted. 

"Since 1986, we believe Michael has not molested any individuals. There have been no 
allegations except for the one person who came forward. We believe the evidence was 
and is there to dispute that allegation, but we accept the jury's verdict and the sentence 
and will move on." 

But Wempe's victims said the sentence was far too lenient given the pain he has caused. 

"I am here today to tell you how one man - Michael Wempe- has damaged ... our 
family as a whole," testified the mother of two of Wempe's victims. She recalled how he 
entered their lives the year her husband died and then took advantage of her sons. 

Turning to Wempe, she said: "You have given so much grief and misery to us, and we are 
only one family." 

Wempe sat expressionless and did not make eye contact with any of the speakers. But his 
sister, who faithfully sat through the trial, got up and left the courtroom at that point. 

Prosecutor Todd Hicks said he did not know where Wempe would serve his time. That 
determination will be made in the next few weeks by the state Department of Corrections 
and Rehabilitation. 1 

In Massachusetts, defrocked pedophile priest John Geoghan -despite being in 
protective custody - was murdered in prison by an inmate who said he had been abused 
as a child. 
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After serving his time, Wempe's probation report says, he plans to return to his 
condominium in Seal Beach where he cares for his aging mother. He still has a $1,500 
monthly pension from the church. 
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REDACTED 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

34-2.4 
Y./ilshire 

Boulevard 

CERTIFICATE OF AUTHENTICATION 

-
CASE: Michael Edwin Wempe 

Report of Alleged G;raviora Delicta 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2202 

By this instrument, I certify that the documentation herewith transmitted to 
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith regarding the above­
captioned case, beginning with the Table of Contents and ending with this 
Certificate, are either original writings or exact duplicates of documents on 
file in the archives ofthe Curia ofthe Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 

Given at Los Angeles, California, this 24th day of May in the year of our 
·Lord2006. 

ARCHDIOCESAN SEAL 

REDACTED 

Pastorai Kegions: Our Lady of the Ang<els San f.::mando San G..=tbiiel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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APOSTOLIC NUNCIATURE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

No ..... l~.9JL ....... 
This No. Should Be Prefixed to the Answer 

REDACTED 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90010-2202 

Dear REDACTED 

3339 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W. 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20008-3687 

March 12, 2007 

I acknowledge your kind letter of March 6, 2007, with enclosure. 

Rest assured that the sealed letter concerning the Reverend Michael Edwin 
Wempe (notification of dismissal from the clerical state), has been transmitted through 
the diplomatic pouch, to His Eminence William J. Cardinal Levada, Prefect of the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 

With cordial regards and prayerful best wishes, I am, 

~erely yours in Christ, 

C£_~~· 

Archbishop Pietro Sambi 
Apostolic Nuncio 
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REDACTED 

Re: Prot. No. 659/2004-23647 
Michael Edwin WEMPE 

if,P.!sht ~e 
Eu:J[e··a:d 

Los An.5eles 
C~lllforn!.:t 

90010-2202 

Notification of ex officio Dismissal from the Clerical State 

6 March2007 

Cardinal William Joseph Levada 
Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine ofthe Faith 
00120 Vatican City 

Your Eminence: 

I write in reply to your above-referenced letter, dated 12 July 2006, by which you 
informed His Eminence Cardinal Roger Mahony that His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI has 
decreed the dismissal ex officio et in poenam of Michael Edwin Wempe from the clerical 
state. 

Wempe was duly notified of the Holy Father's decision, and on 17 February 2007 
he was officially presented with the decree of dismissal for bim to sign, together with ru:i 
English-language translation of the Latin document.. Wempe refused to sign the document, 
stating that he would never place his signature on it since he did not request it and since he 
does not agree with it. He does, however, understand that, as stated in no. 7 of the decree 
itself, even without his signature, the Holy Father's decision remains in force and all the 
effects of the dismissal remain intact .. 

Despite his refusal to sign the decree, Wempe did retain a photocopy of the 
document, together with the aforementioned English translation. 

I herewith return to the Congregation, although unsigned by the dismissed priest as 
explained above, a copy of the decree duly signed by the Episcopal Vicar for the Clergy, 
Monsignor Gabriel Gonzalez, who made the official presentation of the document to 
Wempe on the date shown above his signature. 

Thanking Your Eminence for your kind assistance in this difficult matter, and 
assuring you of my prayerful best wishes, I remain 

(enclosure) 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
REDACTED 
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FILE COPY 
-------------------------------~R~E~D~A~C~TTrrED-----~-24 

Wilst1irt: 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles Boulevard 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Los Angeles 
California 
900l<i-2Z02 

RE: Dismissal of Michael Wempe from the Clerical State, 
Annotation of Baptismal Record 

6 Mf!.fch 2007 

REDACTED 
Saint Patrick's Church 

-P. 0. Box 383 
Estherville, IA 51334 

REDACTED 

Michael Edwin Wempe, born on 1 November 1939; was baptized at St. Patrick's 
Church on 26 November 1939; a copy of his certificate ofbaptism in our possession lists 
his name as "Edwin Michael Wempe." On 30 April1966 he was ordained to the Sacred 
Order of Priesthood for service to the Archdiocese of Los Angeles in California. 

On 30 June 2006 His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI dismissed Father Wempe from 
the clerical state and dispensed him from all obligations connected to Holy Orders. I 
would now ask you kindly to make a notation of this dismissal and dispensation on 
Wempe's baptismal record. The notation may read in these or similar words: 

Dismissed by Pope Benedict XVI from the clerical state 
and dispensed from all obligations of Holy Orders, 

effective 30 June 2006. 

I would also ask you kindly to notify me when the above notation has been made. 

Thanking you for your assistance in this matter, and with every good wish, I am 

Sincerelv voun: in rhrict 
REDACTED 

Pastoral Regions' Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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----------- ----- --------------------- ----------------------
REDACTED 

6 March2007 

The Most Reverend Pietro Sambi 
Apostolic Nuncio to the United States of America 
3339 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20008 

RE: Michael Edwin WEMPE 
Notification of Dismissal from the Clerical State 

Your Excellency, 

VVilshit:c 

Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2202 

Enclosed is a letter addressed to Cardinal William Joseph Levada, Prefect of the Congre~ 
gation for the Doctrine of the Faith. The letter advises the Congregation that the Reverend 
Michael Edwin Wempe, dismissed ex officio et in poenam from the clerical state by His Holiness 
Pope Benedict XVI, has been duly notified of the Holy Father's decision. With the letter a 
notarized copy of the decree of dismissal is also being returned to the Congregation. 

I respectfully ask you to forward this correspondence to the Congregation. 

With gratitude for your kind assistance in this matter, and assuring you of my prayerful 
best wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ. 
REDACTED 

(enclosure) 
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FILE COPY 
---··--·--------REDACTED ··--------·-··---------

Los Angeles 

Ar.:bdio<:es<e of ios Angel~;s t;lQ0!0-2202 

----- ---------·------------------·------------------------

6 March2007 

REDACTED 
Saint Patrick's Church 
P. O.Box 383 
Estherville, IA 51334 

REDACTED 

CONFIDENTIAL 

RE: Dismissal ofMichael Wempe from the Clerical State,. 
Annotation ofBaptismal Record 

Michael Edwin Wempe, born on 1 November 1939, was baptized at St. Patrick's 
Church on 26 November 1939; a copy of his certificate of baptism in our possession lists 
his name as "Edwin Michael Wempe." On 30 April 1966 he was ordained to the Sacred 
Order of Priesthood for service to the Archdiocese of Los Angeles in California. 

On 30 June 2006 His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI dismissed Father Wempe from 
the clerical state and dispensed him from all obligations connected to Holy Orders. I 
would now ask you kindly to make a notation of this dismissal and dispensation on 
Wempe's baptismal record. The notation may read in these or similar words: 

Dismissed by Pope Benedict XVI from the clerical state 
and dispensed from all obligations of Holy Orders, 

effective 30 June 2006. 

I would also ask you kindly to notify me when the above notation has been made. 

Thanking you for your assistance in this matter, and with every good wish, I am 

Sincerelv vours in Christ. 
REDACTED 

?oist::;i.: .. ~ Rt:g:t.-r;~~ (itJr Lad_':/ of the l•.ngeis S..:;n fert;audn Sdn Gabriel San P.edro Santa Barbarc. 
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FILE COpy 

Prot. N. 659/2004 

CONGREGATIO PRO DOCTRINA FIDEI 
(Dimissio e statu clericali ac dispensatio ab oneribus) 

Angelorum in California 
(Los Angeles, U.S.A.) 

D .nus Michael Edwin WEMPE 

Die 30m, Iunii a. 2006 

Summus Pontifex Benedictus, Papa XVI 

audita relatione Em.mi et Rev.mi Praefecti huius Congregationis circa gravem agendi 
rationem supradicti presbyteri facultatibus ministerialibus pollentis in archidioecesi 
Angelorum in California (v.d. Los Angeles, U.S.A.), praemissis praemittendis, suprema 
atque inappellabili decisione nullique recunmi obnoxia, 

decrevit 

poenam dimissionis dicto presbytero irrogandam esse. 

Eidem presbytero etiam dispensationem concedit ab omnibus oneribus sacrae 
Ordinationi conexis iuxta sequentes rationes. 

1. Dimissio ac dispensatio vim habent ab ipso momenta decisionis Romani Pontificis. 

2. Dimissionis ac dispensationis Decretum presbytero a competenti Ordinaria loci 
notificetur, cui nu:mquam fas est duo illa elementa seiungere. Idemque insuper secumfert 
absolutionem a censuris, quatenus opus sit. 

3. Notitia dimissionis ac dispensationis adnotetur in Libris baptizatorum paroeciae 
praedicti presbyteri. 

4. Quod attinet si casus ferat, ad celebrationem canonici matrimonii, applicandae 
sunt normae quae in Codice Iuris Canonici statuuntur. Ordinarius vero curet ut res caute 
peragantur sine exteriore apparatu. 

5. Auctoritas ecclesiastica, cui spectai: Decretum praefato sacerdoti noti:ficare, hunc 
enixe hortetur, ut vitam Populi Dei, ratione congruendi cum nova eius vivendi condicione, 
participet, aedi:ficationem praestet et ita probum Ecclesiae filium se exhibeat. Simul autem 
eidem notum faciat ea quae sequuntur: 
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a) presbyter dimissus eo ipso amittit iura statui clericali propria, dignitates et officia 
ecclesiastica; ceteris obligationibus cum statu clericali conexis non amplius 
adstringitur; · 
b) exclusus manet ab exercitio sacri ministerii, iis exceptis de quibus in can. 976 et 
986 § 2 CJC ac propterea nequit homiliam habere, nee potest officium gerere 
directivum in ambitu pastorali neve munere administratoris paroecialis fungi; 
c) item nullum munus absolvere potest in Seminariis et in Institutis aequiparatis. In 

. aliis Institutis studiorum gradus superioris, quae quocumque modo dependent ab 
Auctoritate ecclesiastica, munere directivo vel officio docendi fungi nequit; 
d) in aliis vera Institutis studiorum gradus superioris ab Auctoritate ecclesiastica non 
dependentibus nullam theologicam disciplinam tradere potesf;' 
e) in Institutis autem studiorum gradus inferioris dependentibus ab Auctoritate 
ecclesiastica, munere directivo vel officio docendi fungi nequit. Eadem lege tenetur 
presbyter dimissus ac dispensatus in tradenda Religione in Institutis eiusdem generis 
non dependentibus ab Auctoritate eccfesiastica. 

6. Ordinarius curet, quantum fieri potest, ne nova condicio presbyteri dimissi 
fidelibus scandalum praebeat. Attamen, si adest periculum minoribus abutendi, Ordinarius 
potest factum dimissionis necnon causam canonicam divulgate. 

7. Notificatio dimissionis et dispensationis fieri potest vel personaliter per notarium 
aut ecclesiasticum actuarium vel per «epistulas perscriptas» (registered). Sacerdos dimissus 
unum exemplar restituere debet rite subsignatum ad fidem receptionis et acceptionis eiusdem 
dirnissionis ac dispensationis ac simul etiam praeceptorum, quod si non faciat integer manet 
effectus huius Decreti. 

8. Tempore autem opportuno, Ordinarius competens breviter ad Congregationem de 
peracta notificatione referat, et si qua tandem fidelium admiratio adsit, prudenti explicatione 
provide at. 

Contrariis quibuscumque minime obstantibus. 

Ex Aedibus Congregationis, die 30m. Iunii a. 2006 

Gulielmus Card. LEV ADA 
Praefectus 

~~ 
"'""' _____ ____ 

ffi Angelus AMATO, S.D.B. 
Archiep. titularis Silensis 

a Secretis 

Dies notificationis 

Subsignatio Presbyteri in signum 

acceptionis 

Subsignatio Ordinarii 
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CO:NGREGATIO 
PRO DOCTRINA FIDEI 

PRoT. N. R.2.2/2.QQ4 ... : .. 2.~.647 
(Jn responrione /Wt mentiD huiils mtmeri) 

Your Eminence, 

00120 Citta del Vaticano, 

Palazzo' del S. UfHzio 

CONFIDENTIAL 

fll£ COPY 
12July 2006 

The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith received your cor.respondence 
regarding the case of the Rev. Michael Edwin WEMPE, a priest incardinated in the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles, who has been accused of numerous instances of sexual abuse 
of minors. 

This Dicaste.ty, after a careful and attentive study of the facts presented, and in light of 
the faculty granted to this Congregation by the Supreme Pontiff to dispense from Article 17 
of the motu proprio Sacramentorum .ranctitatis tutela .requiring a penal judicial process, decided, on 
23 June 2006, to support your request that the above mentioned priest be dismissed from the 
clerical state ex officio et in poenam. 

In an audience granted on 30 June 2006, the Holy Father decreed that the Rev. Michael 
E. Wempe is dismissed ex officio et in poenam from the clerical state, and is, moreover, released 
from all obligations of the Sacred Priesthood, including that of celibacy. Any censures, under 
which he may be labouring, are :remitted by this decree. 

You are ldndly asked to inform Mr. Wempe of this grave decision according to 
paragraph 7 of the enclosed decree. A signed and notarized copy of the decree should be 
returned to this Dicastery at your earliest possible convenience. 

With fraternal regards and prayerful best wishes, I .remain 

Enclosures 

His Eminence 
Roger Card. MAHONY 
Archbishop if Lo.r Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90010-2202 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Yours fraternally in Christ, 

William Cardinal LEV ADA 
Prefect 
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3339 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008-3687 

APoSTOLIC NUNcrATURE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

No. 1568 

This No. Should Be Prefixed to the Answer 

DearREDACTED: 

Thank you for your kind letter of May 26, 2006, with enclosure. 

May 31,2006 

Rest assured that the sealed packet containing correspondence, including Cardinal 
Roger Mahony's votum with attachment regarding Reverend Michael E. Wempe, Prot. 
No. 25.835, will be duly forwarded through the diplomatic pouch to Cardinal William 
Joseph Levada, Prefect, Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 

With cordialregards and prayerful best wishes, I am 

REDACTED 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90010-2202 

Sincerelv vours in Christ. 
REDACTED 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

Office of rhe 
Vicar for C?.nonical S\'rv!ces 
Phone: (2.13) 637·7888 
fax: (2.13) 637-6888 

3424 
Wilshire 
Bouieva~d 

RE: Prot. No. 25.835 
Rev. Michael E. Wempe 
Accused of Graviora Delicta 

- . 26 May 2006 

REDACTED 

3339 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20008 

Your Excellency, 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2202 

Enclosed is a letter, with attachment, from Cardinal Roger Michael Mahony, 
Archbishop of Los Angeles, addressed to Cardinal William Joseph Levada, Prefect of 
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. The letter contains the Cardinal's votUm 
in the case of the graviora delicta allegedly committed by the Reverend Michael E. 
Wempe and the attachment contains the Report of these alleged crimes to the 
Congregation. · 

I would respectfully ask you to forward these items to the Congregation. 

With gratitude for your kind assistance in this matter, and 3$Suring you of my 
prayerful best wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

REDACTED 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels ·San Fernando San Gabrlel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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------------------- ---

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

26May2006 

Offi.ceof 
rhe ArChbishop 
i2.13i 637-7288 

3-424' 

Wiishlre 
Bolt!evz..icl 

VOTUMOF THE ORDINARY OF JNCARDINATION, 
CARDINAL ROGER MICHAEL MAHONY, 

ARCHBISHOP OF LOS ANGELES lN CALIFORNIA 

Re: Prot. No. 659/2004-21302 
The Reverend Michael Edwin Wempe 

Cardinal William Joseph Levada 
Prefect ofthe Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
00120 Vatican City 

Your Eminence: 

Lo,; Angeles 

Ca!Iforn!a 
90010-2202 

I am writing in reply to the Congregation's letter of 13 June last regarding the above­
captioned cas-e and am pleased to send the information requested. 

As noted in my letter of 17 November 2004, Father Wempe has been accused of numerous 
episodes of sexual abuse of minors under the age of sixteen, all of which would constiMe crimes 
reserved to the Supreme Tribunal of the Congregation of the Doctrine for the Faith according to the 
norms set forth in the Motu Proprio Sacramentorum Sanctitatis Tutela. · 

In 2003, the State of California had begun a criminal process against Wempe, citing 42 
counts of sexual abuse dating back to the 1970s and the 1980s; this case, however, was dismissed 
when the U.S. Supreme Court struck down a California State law that had sought to allow retroac­
tive prosecution of cases otherwise barred from prosecution by the expiry of the statute of limita­
tions. Nonetheless, a further accusation: was then made by the younger brother of two of Wempe's 
earlier alleged victims; this new complainant alleged that he had been sexually abused by Wempe 
on five occasions in the 1990s. These new- crimes were not barred from prosecution by the statute 
of limitations, and Father Wempe was consequently charged with four counts of lewd conduct and 
one count of sexual molestation against this minor boy. In the ensuing criminal trial, Wempe was 
found guilty on the charge of sexual molestation, but the jury was unable to reach a decision on the 
other four charges. The verdict on this one charge was handed down in February 2006, and 
Wempe was sentenced on 5 May 2006 to three years in prison. · 

With the conclusion of Father Wempe's criminal trial and his sentencing, the canonical 
investigation into the various claims advanced against him has also been completed and I forward 
herewith to the Congregation the results of that investigation. As Your Eminence will see, Father 
Wempe's guilt of the many accusations made against him (with one exception: that of the newest 
allegation, w{lich - ironically- is the one for which he was eventually brought to trial and found 
guilty) is fully borne out both in this report and by Father Wempe's own admission. 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Ange!s · San Feme,ndo San Gabriel San Pedro S&nt<) Barbara 
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Votum of Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 
Regarding WEMPE, Prot. No. 65912004- 21302 

Page 2 of2 

Following Father Wempe's trial and conviction, I had hoped that he would voluntarily pe­
tition our Holy Father for laicization. However, after being approached in this regard, Weinpe ha,s 
declined to make such a petition. He stated that although he recognizes that his past misdeeds 
make his dismissal from the clerical state inevitable, he could not bring himself to be the one to · 
make such a petition. In his own words: "My priesthood is too precious to me to sign it away my­
self." 

Based therefore on the results of the canonical investigation, and on Father Wempe's re­
fusal to seek laicization voluntarily, my votum in the matter is that Wempe be dismissed ex officio 
froni the clerical state by His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI. Although the measures already taken · 
with regard to Wempe ~viz., his withdrawal from active ministry and the revocation of his 
priestly faculties - seem sufficient for his personal correction in the matter, the need to repair the 
scandal given and the obligation to restore justice cannot be sufficiently met without further action 
on the part of the Church. Indeed, given the egregious nature of the offenses committed, their great 
number, the ample publicity surrounding them and the immense harm done to both the Christian 
faithful and the community at large, I believe that anything short of an ex officio dismissal will not 
adequately resolve the issue nor bring it to a proper closure. · 

In accordance, then, with the nonns set forth in Sacramentorum Sanctitatis Tutela, I submit 
the case of the Reverend Michael Edwin Wempe to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
for your decision and with my votum as expressed above. 

Thanking you for your valued assistance in this difficult matter, I assure you of my prayers 
and best wishes. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

&~J'nJ.y.,.....,,..n.d 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 

Enclosure 
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CONGREGATIO 
PRO DOCTRINA FIDEI 

659/2004-21302 
PROT. N .................................................. . 
(In respamicme fiat tmmti'o huius I!UJneri) 

Your Eminence, 

00120 Ctrta del Vaticano, 

Palazzo del S. Uffizio 

CONFIDENTIAL 

13 June 2005 

The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith received on 27 November 2004 the case 
regarding the alleged sexual abusREDACfEJ...D -q_everend Michael Edwin WEMPE, a priest of 
the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. submitted a summary of the case and indicated 
that you would forward the evidence under separate cover. 

We write at this time to request the complete Acta of the case. Though written summaries 
are helpful, actual documents are necessary in order for the Congregation to examine the case. 
Each element of the summary that you have already submitted should be supported by the relevant 
documentation either in the original form or in an authentic copy. 

In addition to the requested information, it would also be important to the Congregation to 
have your Votum in the matter as this is essential in our study of the case. 

With prayerful support and best wishes, I remain 

His Eminence 
Roger Cardinal MAHONY 
Archbishop ofLos Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90010~2202 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

RCALA 011685 
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3339 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W. 

APOSTOLIC NUNCIATURE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

25.835 
No. 

This No. Should Be Prefixed to the Answer 

Dear Monsignor Cox: 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008-3687 

November 21, 2004 

I acknowledge your kind letter of November 18, 2004, 
with enclosures. 

Rest assured that the correspondence concerning 
Reverend Michael E. Wempe, including a check in amount $500.00 
for the taxa, will be duly forwarded through the diplomatic 
pouch to His Eminence, Joseph Cardinal Ratz inger, Prefect, 
congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 

With cordial regards and best wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

-~-~9LJJw,~ 
Archbishop Gabriel Montalvo 

Apostolic Nuncio 

Monsignor Craig A. Cox, J.C.D. 
Vicar for Clergy 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90010-2241 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

Archbishop Gabriel Montalvo, J.C.D. 
Apostolic Nunciature 
3339 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20008 

RE: Reverend Michael E. Wempe 

Your Excellency: 

REDACTED 

November 18, 2004 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

FilE 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2202 

Enclosed, please find a letter from Cardinal Roger M. Mahony to Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger at 
the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith, regarding Reverend Michael E. Wempe. With his 
letter are copies of the completed summary pages requested by the Congregation. All materials 
are submitted in triplicate. 

Cardinal Mahony is se'elang the assistance of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith in 
this matter. 

Would you please be so kind as to forward this to the Congregation on our behalf? 

Also enclosed is a check made out to the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith to cover the 
usual taxa in such matters. 

Thank you very much for your kind attention to this matter. May God continue to bless yout 

Yours in Christ, 

L. Ct. (2_£ 
Mptsr~6f6aig A. cox, J.<~:b. 
~!cat for Clergy 

enclosures 

Pastoral Regions: Our ~dy of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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Check Date: 16.Nov.2004 ACCLA 

Invoice Number Invoice Date VoucheriD Gross Amount 

5!7VC 15.Nov.2004 00118811 500.00 

..... 

Vendor Number Name 

0000002838 Congregation For The Doctrine 

Check Number 

To The 
Order Of 

Date 

lU.l~UY,,..<.VV't 

CONGREGATION FOR THE DOCTRINE 
of the Faith 
Piazza Del S Offizio II 
00120 Vatican City 

REDACTED 

Total Amount 

.j)JVV.VV 

RCALA 011688 

- .......... A 

.II OLif ) 
Check No. 

Discount Available Paid Amount I 
0.00 500.00 

Total Discounts 

$0.00 

Discounts Taken Total Paid Amount 

.pv.vv >J).>vv.vv 

REDACTED 
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REDACTED 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

17 November 2004 

His Eminence 
Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, Prefect 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
Piazza Del S. Ufficio, 11 
00120 VATICAN CITY 

Re: Rev. Michael Edwin Wempe 

Your Eminence: 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2.202 

It is ·with deep regret that I submit this report on alleged violations that fall under Article 4 of 
Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela, which involve a priest of this Archdiocese, Rev. Michael E. 
Wempe. ' 

The numerous alleged victims are all males of pre~ and early pubescent age. A criminal trial 
citing 42 counts of sexual abuse against five of the complainants was dismissed when the U.S. 
Supreme Court nullified the law which attempted to allow the retroactive prosecution of cases 
barred by the statute of limitation. A new criminal prosecution is in progress for alleged acts of 
sexual abuse against one complainant that are not barred by the statute of limitation. 

Father Wempe has admitted to delictal acts involving some of the complainants, but strongly 
denies the accusations in the current criminal prosecution. Most of the denunciations we have 
received were made before the promulgation of the motu proprio, and involve actions that would 
be barred from a penal process by prescription. 

Father Wempe was granted early retirement at age 62 in view of the moral impossibility of 
allowing him to continue in ministry owing to the previously reported sexual misconduct. In 
view of all these circumstances, as well as the public notoriety occasioned by the civil processes, 
the good of the Church requires that the strongest available measures be taken. 

Given that a State criminal trial is still underway, it seems most appropriate to allow that 
proceeding to unfold prior to initiating a canonical·penal process, so that the evidence developed 
during the State trial may be used. 

I request therefore the grant of an exception to the prescription of all offenses against canon 1395 
that may be determined to have occurred. I further request authorization to employ at an 
appropriate later time the procedures of canon 1720 with a view to imposing dismissal from the 
clerical state. 

RCALA 011689 
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If you believe that ~ different course of action is more appropriate, I welcome your advice on the 
matter. Entrusting this matter to your discretion and awaiting your instruction on how to 
proceed,Iremain 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 

His E ence 
Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 
Archbishop ofLos Angeles 
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RCALA 011691 

DIOCESE Los Angeles in California 

NAME OF ORDINARY Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 

CDF PROT. N. (if available) 

NAME OF CLERIC Reverend Michael B. Wempe 

PERSONAL Date of Birth 1 November 1939 Age 65 
DETAILS OF THE 
CLERIC Ordination 30 April1966 Years of ministry 36 

ORIGINAL DIOCESE OF INCARDINATION Los Angeles in California 

MINISTRY IN/TRANSFER TO OTHER DIOCESE 
REDACTED 

CONTACT ADDRESS OF THE CLERIC 

PROCURATOR (include original signed mandate) 

CONTACTADDRESSOFTHEPROCURATOR 

·'' -·- '' ';;;. :- ~: ! 
; ,. 

·, " '. 
.. ,• ,. -

~ ' . .. ... ;:-·; .. ' .. .. _ 

ASSIGNMENTS 

Year Parish Location Appointment 

1966 St. John Chrysostom Inglewood, California Parochial Vicar 

1969 St. Andrew Pasadena, California Parochial Vicar 

1969 St. Rose of Lima Simi Valley, California Parochial Vicar 

1973 St. Jude Westlake Village, California Parochial Vicar 

1977 Sacred Heart Ventura (Saticoy), California Parochial Vicar 

1978 Paraclete High School Palmdale, California Faculty 

1978 St. Mary Palmdale, California Residence 

1984 St. Sebastian Santa Paula, California Parochial Vicar 

1986 Sabbatical 

1987 St. Sebastian Santa 'Paula, California Administrator 

1987 Sick Leave 

1988- Cedars-Sinai Hospital Los Angeles, California Chaplain 2002 

1988 St. Ambrose West Hollywood, California Residence. 

2001 Cathedral Chapel Los Angeles, California Residence 
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2002 Private residence Seal Beach, Califomia I Early retirement without 
faculties . . . 

: 

ACCUSATIONS AGAINST THE CLERIC 

Year Victim Age Imputable Acts Denunciation 

REDACTED Placed boy on his lap and fondled 
1991- genitals both over and under clothing; 
1995 

11-15 
oral copulation; five occasions over a 

2003 

four year period. 
Massaging the boy's crotch during 
motorcycle rides; put hand inside 
shorts and manipulate the genitals; 
grabbing of buttocks; kissing; exposing 
himselfto the boy; touching the boy 

1977- 7-14 
with his penis. On one occasion, while 

2003 
1983 helping the boy leam to drive, the 

priest put his hands inside the boy's 
pants and caused an accident, on 
passenger nearly died and the priest 
suffered severe intemal injuries. 
Hundreds of incidents of abuse. 
Fondling of genitals while motorcycle 

1975- 12-15 riding; patting buttocks; fondling 
2003 

1978 genitals underneath the boy's clothing; 
exposing himself to the boy; 
Exposed himself to the complainant; 

1974 15-16 fondled the boy's genitals; one 2003 
occasion. 

1984- Unspecified Cla:inl of molestation 2002 
1987 
1984- Unspecified claim of molestation 2002 
1987 
1977- 11-15 

Skin to skin fondling, approximately 
2003 

1981 150 occasions of abuse. 
Arranged for the boy to sleep with him 
and put his hands under the paj arnas 
and fondled the boy's genitals; 

1979 12-15 aggressive pursuit of fondling; one 2003 
incident of oral sex. Approximately 
40-50 incidents of abusive activities 
over a two and a half year period. 

1979-
On camping and a skiing trip and on 

1982 
10-13 the motorcycle, unspecified abusive 2003 

actions. 
1969- ? Unspecified molestation 

February 
1977 1988 

1974-
During sleep-overs placing hand under 

February 
13-15 pajamas; fondling penis and 1977 

masturbating the boy_ to ejaculation. 
1988 

Fondling during motorcycle rides; 

1980-
fondling legs and buttocks; oral sex; 

1983 
14-16 mutual masturbation; one incident of 2003 

anal rape. Over 50 incidents of various 
types of abuse. 

1976-
Fondling of genitals; grabbing penis 

1978 
14-16 while wrestling; oral copulation; March2002 

masturbation; other sexual acts 
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CIVIL PROCEEDINGS AGAINST THE CLERIC 

Year Type/Case Conviction Sentence (include copies of civil documents) 

2002 Grand Jury/Trial Subpoenas pending 

Anest; charged with 3 counts 
of improper touching and 1 

2003 
count of oral copulation; pending 
preliminary stages of the trial 
have begun, but no trial date 
yet set. 
Civil lawsuit for damages 

2003 (02CC05471), REDACTED pending 
REDACTED -- --·-

2003 
Civil lawsuit for damages 
(SCQ36536), REDACTED pending 

2003 
Civil lawsuit for damages pending 
(BC308555), REDACTED 

2003 
Civil lawsuit for damages pending (BC308665), REDACTED 

·.· ' ·' ·. .. .. ' 
',• ;.:. .. .. . . ' 

·:-, .. 
!.- .. .. , .... •'• .. .. -;· .. ·'. . . ·; ··:· ., . ., 

MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE DIOCESE · 

Year 

1987 Intervention, Treatment at Servants of the Paraclete, Jemez Springs, New Mexico 

1988 Restoration to limited ministry 

2002 Retirement without faculties 

'. .-. 
"•!" '· ··. : ~ : .. .. .·, ,. . 

·' . , ... ,.· 

SUSTENANCE PROVIDED BY THE DIOCESE TO THE CLERIC 

When placed on leave of absence in 2002, Father Wempe was provided with a monthly payment as well as 
with transportation. 1 

As of November 1, 2004 when he turned sixty-five years of age, his sustenance is provided through the 
Priests' Pension Fund ofthe Archdiocese ofLos Angeles. 

In accord with Archdiocesan policy, loans were extended to him during the period of the initial criminal 
investigation. 

RESPONSE/RECOURSE MADE BY THE CLERIC 

Year 
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BISHOP'S VOTUM 

We request authorization of a canon 1720 procedure with the prospect that, if found guilty, the penalty of 
dismissal from the clerical state be imposed. We request dispensation from prescription, in order to assure 
that all of the charges against him can be tried in ecclesiastical court, even though some were denounced 
prior to the promulgation of Sacramento rum sanctitatis tutela. 

Given that there is a criminal trial underway, it is most appropriate to allow that proceeding to unfold prior 
to beginning the ecclesiastical trial, so that evidence developed during the State trial can be used in any 
ecclesiastical process. 

409565 

CCI 006159 



RCALA 011695 

409566 

CCI 006160 



( unofficial translation ) 

CONGREGATION FOR THE DOCTRINE OF THE FAITH 
(Dismissal from the clerical state and dispensation from clerical obligations) 

Prot. No. 659/2004 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles in California · 
(Los Angeles, USA) 

Mr. Michael Edwin WEMPE 

·On the 30th day of June in the year 2006 

the Supreme Pontiff Pope Benedict XVI, 

after hearing the report of the Eminent and Reverend Prefect of this Congregation concerning the serious 
reasons for taking action in regard to the above-mentioned priest with ministerial faculties in the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles jn California (Los Angeles, USA), and the necessary preliminary details 
having been tended to, by .supreme decision which allows of no appeal or recourse, 

has decreed 

that the penalty of dismissal from the clerical state is to be imposed upon said priest. 

To this same priest he also grants a dispensation from every obligation connected with Holy 
Orders according to the following indications. 

1. The dismissal and dispensation take effect from the very moment of the Roman Pontiffs 
decision. 

2. The Decree of dismissal and dispensation is to be notified to the priest by a competent local 
Ordinary; these two elements of the Decree can never be licitly separated. Moreover, said Decree also 
includes the absolution from censures, insofar as this may be necessary. 

3. Notice of this dismissal and dispensation is to be recorded in the parish baptismal registry of 
aforesaid priest. 

· 4. With regard to the celebration of a canonical marriage; if such should come to pass, the 
norms established in the Code of Canon Law are to be observed. However, the Ordinary is to see to it 
that the celebration takes place with due precaution and without outward ostentation. 

5. The ecclesiastical authority whose responsibility it. is to notify said priest of this Decree is to 
exhort the priest earnestly to participate in the life of the People of God in a manner that is in keeping 
with his new situation of life, to be an edifying example and, in this way, to show himselfto be an upright 
son of the Church. At the same time, however, those things that follow are to be made known to him: 
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a) The dismissed priest, by the very fact of his dismissal, loses the rights proper to the clerical 
state and he loses as well all ecclesiastical dignities and offices; nor is he bound any longer 
by the other obligations connected with the clerical state; 

b) he remains excluded from the exercise of the sacred ministry, with the exceptions mentioned 
in canons 976 and 986 §2 of the Code of Canon Law, wherefore he cannot give a homily, nor 
is he permitted to take on a directorial role in any administrative office dealing with pastoral 
matters or to perform the duties of parish administrator; 

c) likewise he ci:mnot perform any functions in Seminaries or equivalent Institutions; in other 
institutions of higher studies that depend in any way upon ecclesiastical authority he cannot 
discharge any administrative junction or teaching office; 

d) in institutions of higher studies that do not depend upon ecclesiastical authority he cannot 
teach any theological discipline; 

e) in institutions of elementary or secondary studies that depend upon ecclesiastical authority 
he cannot discharge any administrative function or teaching office; in institutions of 
elementary or secondary studies that do not depend upon ecclesiastical authority the 
dismissed and dispensed priest is bound by the same prescriptions against teaching religion. 

6. Insofar as possible, the Ordinary shall see to it that the new condition of the dismissed priest 
will not be a source of scandal for the faithful. Nonetheless, if there is any danger of minors being 
abused, the Ordinary may make known both the fact of the dismissal and the canonical reasons for it. 

7. Notification of this dismissal and dispensation may be made either personally through a 
notary or ecclesiastical registrar, or by registered mail. The dismissed priest must return one copy 
properly signed in attestation of having received and accepted the dismissal, dispensation and precepts; 
but even should he fail to do so, the effects of the Decree remain intact. 

8. In a timely manner, the competent Ordinary shall make a brief report to the Congregation 
concerning the notification that has been made, and should there be any astonishment on the part of the 
faithful, he shall provide them with a careful explanation. 

Anything whatsoever to the contrary notwithstanding. 

From the Offices of the Congregation, on the 30th day of June in the year 2006 

(signature) 
Cardinal William Levada 

Prefect 

(signature) 
Angelo Amato, SDB 

Titular Archbishop of Sila 
Secretary 

Date of notification: -------------

Signature of priest signifying his acceptance Signature of Ordinary 
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REPORT 

Results of the Preliminary Investigation into the Graviora Delicta 
Allegedly Committed by the Reverend Michael Edwin Wempe 

SPECIES FACTI 

The Reverend Michael Edwin Wempe was born on 1 November 1939 and was 
ordained a priest for service in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles on 30 April 1966. From 
the date of his ordination until his early retirement in 2002, Father Wempe was assigned 
as Parochial Vicar to seven different parishes (1966-1978, 1984-1986), as a faculty 
member of a Catholic high school (1978-1984), as parish administrator (1987) and as a 
hospital chaplain (1988-2002). During this same time, he was also granted sabbatical 
leave in 1986 and sick leave in 1987. 

Difficulties with superiors and staff members, excessive emotional outbursts and 
a series of improper and imprudent relationships with minor boys gave rise to a long 
history of conflict in Father Wempe's first parish assignments, culminating in Father 
Wempe's being sent in 1987 to a facility specializing in psychological evaluation and 
diagnosis. The initial testing concluded that there was a net separation in Father Wempe 
between his actual behavior and his analysis of this behavior, and that he completely 
ignored the sexual aspects to his behavior. Father Wempe then participated in a six­
month in-patient therapy program, at the end of which continuing individual therapy was 
strongly recommended as well as participation in a priest support group. It was also 
recommended that in any future ministry Father Wempe avoid all contact with minors 
and be helped to stay away from situations in which he might form manipulative rela­
tionships with relatively vulnerable individuals. 

In 1988, two brothers, in their twenties, claimed that Father Wempe had sexually 
abused them some fourteen earlier; one of these young men reported that the abuse 
occurred over a two-year period for a total of about ten incidents. In 2002, a 40-year-old 
man reported that Father Wempe had sexually abused him 26 years earlier, with multiple 
acts of abuse being perpetrated against him over a two-year period. In that same year, 
2002, the Archdiocese granted Father Wempe early retirement for medical reasons; 
priestly faculties were also withdrawn at this time. In 2002 and 2003, several other men 
came forward, accusing Father Wempe of sexually abusing them when then they were 
pre-teenagers and teenagers. Father Wempe was arrested in 2003 and is now facing 
criminal charges and several civil lawsuits in conjunction with many of these accusations. 

IN FACTO 

Everything presented here is drawn from documents on file in the archives of the Curia of 
the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, copies of which are attached hereto as numbered Ex­
hibits. 
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Alleged Victim No. 1: REDACTED born :REDACTED 
alleged abuse began 

2 

. 14-15 years old at time 

In response to 2002 media coverage of oriests removed from ministry due to 
sexual misconduct with minors, REDACTED wrote a letter to Cardinal Roger 
Mahony reporting that from 1976 to 1978, when Kt:.uACTE? was 14-16 years old, he had 
been sexually abused repeatedly by Father Michael Wempe (see Exhibit 1, Letter of 7 
March 2002 to Cardinal Mahony). 

In a later more complete statement, Mr. REoAcTE0 reported that these episodes of 
abuse started with monthly rides with Father Wempe on Father's motorcycle. During REDACTED 
these rides. Father Wempe would fondle Mr. , putting his, Father's, hands between 

REDACTED 1 d bb' d h ul-d 1 • h • Mr. _ : egs an ru mg aroun ; Fat er wo exp am that e "was trymg to keep 
his hands warm". . The abuse continued and escalated. In 1978, on a trip to Tiiuana, 
M . F h w ld 1 . h M REDACTED d b h' . Mr REDACTED 1 exiCo, at er empe wou wrest e w1t r. an gra Is pems; . • a so 
reported that Father taught him to masturbate during this trip. That same year, 1978, on a 
7-10 day trip to visit Mr. REDACTED grandparents, Father Wempe would have Mr. REDACTED . • REDACTED 
sleep in the same bed with him and would masturbate himself and Mr. _ and would 
engage in oral sex with Mr. REDACTED Abuse also took place at a cabin, some 6-9 times: 
Father Wempe would again have Mr.REDACTED s~fu~ct~iJh him in the same bed and would 
masturbate Mr. REDAcTED He would instruct Mr. ~ masturbat~ him, Father Wempe, 
and would attempt to engage in anal sex with him. He also performed oral sex on Mr. 
REDACTED (see Exhibit 2, Claimant Questionnaire ofREDACTED). 

Alleged Victim No.2: REDACTED , born REDACTED 7-16 years old at time 
of alleged abuse 

. RED>CTEO reported that the abuse began in 1977, when he was 7 years old, on 
motorcycle rides with Father Wempe, during which Father would fondle REDACTED genitals. 
Other activities included sleeping in the same bed, Father attempting to masturbate RCDAC~ 

RE)ACTED 

hugging and kissing him and grabbing· his buttocks, exposing himself to touching 
RCDACT::D with his, Father Wempe's, penis. In January 1986, after "'o •. CTED had obtained his 
learner's permit for driving, Father Wempe was giving him a driving lesson in Father's 
car with REDACTED driving, also in the car was REDACTED s younger brother RE~AcTEo (Alleged Victim 
No. 4 below). In the course of this driving "lesson", Father Wempe sat every close to 

REDACED with his, Father's, left hand inside REDACTED s pants. On this occasion, REDACTED became 
distracted and drifted out of his lane into on-coming traffic on a two-lane highway. 
Father Wempe yanked the steering wheel, attempting to bring the car safely across the 
lane of on-coming traffic, but the car was broad-sided by a large commercial truck, 
severely injuring "')ACTED· s younger brother REDACTED who nearly died as a result of the 
accident. That was the last time that Father Wempe abused REDACTED (see Exhibit 3, Claimant 
Questionnaire of REDACTED 1. 

Alleged Victim No. 3: REDACTED 
time of alleged abuse 

born REDACTED 12-15 years old at 

REDAcTED is the older brother of Alleged Victim No. 2 above .. He reported that the 
abuse began while he was on day-trips and camping trips with Father Wempe, and that 
there were a minimum of 50 episodes of abuse. The abuse would also be perpetrated 
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while he was with Father Wempe on Father's motocycle, while he was alone with Father 
in his, REDAcTEos, home and at the rectory of St. Jude's Church. Father Wempe would 
fondle ~.~~C:.~E~ genitals and expose himself to REDAcTED (see Exhibit 4, Claimant 
Questionnaire otREDACTED 

Alleged Victim No.4: REDACTED born REDACTED 11-15 years old at 
time of alleged abuse. 

REDACTED • h b h f All d . . _ IS t e younger rot er o ege Vtcttms Nos. 2 and 3 above. He 
reported that the abuse occurred only on five occasions when he was alone with Father 
Wempe for half-day periods. Activities included Father Wempe fondling REDACTED ·s 
genitals, attempting to masturbate REDACTED and performing oral sex on him (see Exhibit 5, 
Claimant Questionnaire of REDACTED 

All~ged Victim No. 5: ~~~~C::!.~~ .. , born REDACTE_D 
alleged abuse 

, 12-15 years old at time of 

REDAC~D reported a history of abuse by Father Wempe over a period of 2-2Yz years, 
while Father was in residence at St. Mary's Church in Palmdale, for a total of 4-50 
episodes. Abusive acts included fondling of genitals while riding with Father Wempe on 
Father's motorcycle, while in Father's car and at the rectory. Father Wempe and REDAC~D 
would also sleep together in the same bed and there was one episode of Father Wempe 
performing oral sex on"'""'""' (see Exhibit 6, Claimant Questionnaire ofREDACTED . 

Alleged Victim No. 6: REDACTED 
time of alleged abuse 

born REDACTED 11-15 years old at 

REDACTED is the older brother of Alleged Victim No. 5 above. He reported that he was 
abused by Father Wempe approximately 150 times while Father was in residence at St. 
Mary's Church in Palmdale. Abusive acts included skin-to-skin fondling on camping 
trips, in the car, when REDACTED spent the night with Father Wempe at rectory and in the house 
of Father Wempe's mother in Seal Beach (see Exhibit 7, Claimant Questionnaire ofREoAcTED 
REDACTED). 

Alleged Victim No.7: REDACTED 
of alleged abuse 

REDAClED 

, born REDACTED 10-13 years old at time 

is the younger brother of Alleged Victims Nos. 5 and 6 above. Without 
specifying what was involved in the abusive acts, he reported that he was abused by 
Father Wempe "countless times over a [period of] three to four years". He added that 
"my brothers REDACTED stayed with Father Mike during the same times I did" see 
Exhibit 8, Claimant Questionnaireof.REDACTED 1, 

Alleged Victim No.8: 'REDACTED , born REDACTED 13-14 years old at time of 
alleged abuse 
REDACTED . 

reported that from 1974 to 1975 he was sexually abused a total of about 
ten times by Father Wempe. These episodes of abuse took place on Father Wempe's 
motorcycle, in Father's camper and at the rectory of St. Jude's Church; they included 
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F th W .c. dl' REDACTED . l d b . REDACTED h'l . . a er empe .10n mg s gemta s an mastur atmg w 1 e restrammg 
him. REDACTED also claimed that his brother <REDACTED was also sexually abused by Father 
Wempe (see Exhibit 9, Claimant Questionnaire of REDACTED _ ). 

Alleged Victim No. 9: REDAC~ED 
time of alleged abuse 

, , date of birth unknown, a young teenager at 

REDACTED is the brother of Alleged Victim No. 8 above and has provided no 
statement explicit concerning his being sexually abused by Father Wempe. However, his 
brother REDACTEDclaims that REDAcT:0 was abused by Father Wempe, and both brothers 
met with REDACTED :_.os Angeles 
and REDACTED : Santa Barbara Region of the Archdiocese, to share their experiences of 
abuse with REDACTED (see Exhibit 10, Memo of 14 March 1988). Of this meeting, 
REDACTEU wrote that .t~o~~~~ also spoke of his experiences, similar to REDAcTm,, and 
REDACTED himself, in a letter to REDACTED stated that "numerous, diverse thoughts 
have gone through my head ... most profound, painful, and obvious of them is the 
thought/feeling that came to me as REDACTED began to explain the whole situation ... That is, 
that this silence over years and years, due to selfishness and the will to survive, served 
only to protect this man in the ugly things he was doing. I only wish now that I'd've 
passed this info along to you (or whomever) long ago, so that more could have been done 
sooner. Somehow I felt, I guess, that my information would affect fsic] no change, that I 
was powerless" (see Exhibit 11, REDA~TED s Letter and HEDAC~ED 's Letter 
ofFebruary 1,988). 

Alleged Victim No. 10: REDACTED 
time of alleged abuse 

, born REDACTED 14-16 years old at 

R~~~~!E_Dreported that he was abused more than 50 times by Father Wempe while 
Father was teacher at Paraclete High School in Palmdale and in residence at St. Mary's, 
The abuse included fondling and caressing, the viewing of pornographic material, 
REDACTED's being masturbated twice by Father Wempe twice, being asked twice to 
masturbate Father Wempe, being asked twice to perform oral sex on Father Wempe, 
having oral sex performed once on him by Father Wempe and being raped once by Father 
Wempe (see Exhibit 12, Claimant Questionnaire ofREDACTED ). 

Alleged Victim No. 11: REDACTED born REDACTED age at time of abuse unknown 
REDACTED 

reported that in 1985, 1986 or 1987, while Father Wempe was at St. 
Sebastian Church in Santa Paula, Father touched REDACTED's naked body, fondled his genitals 
and performed oral sex on him. REDACTED further alleged that Father Wempe had done similar 

RFDAC1FD REDA•~TED . . -
things to . 's older brother v (see Exhtbit 13, Archdtocese Chtld Abuse and 
Neglect Non-Mandatory Reporting Form of27 June 2005). 

Alleged Victim No. 12: REDACTED date of birth unknown, age at time of alleged 
abuse unknown 

REDACTED, , . 
IS the older brother of Alleged VIctim No. 11 above and has not come 

forward himself to make any claims of sexual abuse against him by Father Wempe. 
However, his brother alleged that REDAcTED also was a victim of Father Wempe's abuse (see 
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Exhibit 13, Archdiocese Child Abuse and Neglect Non-Mandatory Reporting Fonn of27 
June 2005). 

Alleged Victim No. 13: REDACTED 
time of alleged abuse 

born REDACTED 15-16 years old at 

REDACTED • , 
clmmed that he was abused by Father Wempe while Father was at St. 

Jude's in Westlake Village; Father Wempe was a priest, falliily friend and advisor. The 
abuse took place at the sauna and swimming pool areas of the Oakview Apartments in 
Westlake Village, and included Father Wempe exposing himself to REDACTED suggesting 
that REDACTED do the Sallie, and fondling REDACTED genitals (see Exhibit 14, Claimant 
Questionnaire ofREDACTED ~-

A Brief Background of Facts · 

From the time of his first assignments in the Archdiocese, Father Wempe has had 
a series of difficulties and problems, particularly with superiors, such that recommenda­
tions were made that he receive professional help (see Exhibit 15, Letter of 13 December 
1977 to Cardinal Manning and Memo of 2 February 1978 to the Cardinal). In 1987, the 
RED~CT~D ·at St. Sebastian Church in Santa Paula wrote to the Vicar 
for Clergy with serious concerns about Father Wempe's relationships with young boys at 
the parish (see Exhibit 16, Letter of 22 May 1987 to Msgr. Curry). In light of these 
problems with authority and of possible sexual misconduct with minors, Father Wempe 
was sent to a diagnostic facility in New Mexico for complete psychological evaluation 
and treatment (see Exhibit 17, Letter ofMsgr. Curry of 17 June 1987). 

The psychological portion of this evaluation and testing Callie to the conclusion 
that Father Wempe "has completely ignored the sexual aspects to his behavior and has 
minimalized to a great extent the sexual needs that he has had. He is going to need to 
deal both with his needs for intimacy and his sexuality . . . He has some major 
rationalizations to undo and some very real .depression that he has not faced ... He is 
going to need to both accept the consequences of his behavior for his own life and the 
fact that although he was telling himself that he had nothing but positive motives in his 
relationships with these boys, that some of his behavior may in fact have caused some 
very real harm ... His issues with authority problems, although clearly a major problem 
for him, seem secondary at this point to his sexual behavior" (see Exhibit 18, Report of 
Pyschological Evaluation and Testing of24 June 1987). The psychiatric report noted that 
Father Wempe "resisted the idea of being homosexual" although he recalled "genital sex 
play with other boys". This Sallie report also observed that Father Wempe "ha~ sexual 
fantasies of making boys feel good. He doesn't think the kids he's slept with on 
vacations would consider their closeness molesting" (see Exhibit 18, Psychiatric Evalua­
tion of24 June 1987). 

Following this evaluation and testing, Father Wempe remained in the New 
Mexico facility for a six-month progralli of in-house therapy and treatment. At the 
conclusion of this program, it was noted that "individual therapy is clearly called for" and 
the recommendation was made that that in considerations of future ministry, Father 
Wempe "needs to be in a situation which will allow him to avoid all contact with minors 
and also help him stay away from the opportunity for forming manipulative relationships 
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with people who are relatively vulnerable" (see Exhibit 19, Letter of 23 December 1987 
to Cardinal Mahony). 

In response to the accusation of sexual abuse brought against Father Wempe in 
1988, referring to events that had taken place more than ten years earlier, the alleged 
victim was informed that the Archdiocese would pay for counseling if the victim so 
desired (see Exhibit 10, Memo of 14 March 1988). The victim took advantage ofthis 
offer, and the Vicar for Clergy asked Father Wempe to reimburse the Archdiocese the 
amount paid out for therapy for this individual, as it is archdiocesan policy that it is the 
responsibility of the priest involved to assist the injured party (see Exhibit 20, Letter of 6 
January 1989 to Father Wempe). Father Wempe responded by sending a check for $490 
to cover the costs involved (see Exhibit 21, Letter of 17 February 1989 to Father 
Wempe). 

Statements of Fr. Wempe regarding accusations 

In the Personal History Sheet compiled by Fr. Wempe for his Treatment Program 
at Foundation House in New Mexico (see Exhibit 22, Personal History Sheet of Fr. 
Wempe, dated 19 June 1987), Fr. Wempe stated: "there was also a young boy whom I 
took camping and we did sleep together. There was no sex, but I am sure that I cuddled 
with him ... During my life there have been kids that I wanted to 'father' and protect. I 
feel that they are a return to my very young childhood ... that I could find 'somebody to 
go to my room and sleep with me' both physically and psychologically. I have never had 
or allowed these boys to do anything to me sexually. We have slept together, not been 
afraid that we might accidentally touch each other, we have been at ease" (p. 6 of Exhibit 
22). . 

He went on to say: "I seem to rush to the aid of the young boys I see whom I feel, 
or who really are, being let down by their fathers (some fathers dead and some alive). I 
want to share with them and teach them how to shoot a gun, how to ride a motorcycle, 
how to repair a car, how to cry, how to hug, how to be held and loved. I have been close 
to them but I firmly believe that I HA VB NEVER HURT THEM ... [I had] the need to 
be held and to hold that seemed to be fulfilled only by young boys ... [A major person in 
my life was] REDACTED the young man that lived with me for a period of time. There was no 
sex whatsoever, but I deeply loved him and he deeply loved me. We did sleep together 

RCALA 011703 

until he felt he was too old. We always hugged and were never afraid to touch each other 
(non-sexually)" (p. 7 ofExhibi!22} ~ ~wt~ ~ ~ 6 ~ 1-\~v l,u. wa, 

In a further statement(describiHg his 1 :md~rstaB9iBg of hi~> plac~meflt in the abo\IJ:- ~~:JV 
.meRtiofl:ed Treatmoot Progt'amt"Fr. Wempe wwtef: "I needed intimacy and tried to use f{. W. ' 
others, including the boys, to fulfill that need. I told myself that I was standing in for the 

0 
ruk.: 

boys' fathers who were either absent or non-effective. I am now aware that I was 
manipulating the boys for my own needs which manifested themselves sexually" (see 
Exhibit 23, Placement Statement by Fr. Wempe). 

Furthermore, while undergoing treatment in the above-mentioned program, Fr. 
Wempe participated in regular sessions of psychological counseling. In his initial 
interview, it was noted that Fr. Wempe had "totally finessed his way through seven years 
of therapy . . . He lied to the psychologist. [He has] been involved with minors -
presently with a 12-year-old- [acting as a] sunogate father but also [as a] sex partner"; 
this behavior was perceived as "very serious" (see Exhibit 24, Notes of 25 June 1987). 
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Periodic reports were sent to Cardinal Mahony regarding Fr. Wempe's progress in 
the above-mentioned Treatment Program. In the first of these reports (see Exhibit 25, 
Report of 17 August 1987), Dr. REDACTED Ph.D., Fr .. Wempe's treatment 
psychologist, noted: "[Fr. Wempe] was still doing considerable rationalizing and 
attributing a larger percentage of his behavior to wanting to help children ... I pushed 
relatively hard for him to see that although much of his behavior may have been 
motivated by a desire to help other people, ce1iainly a large portion of his behavior also 
needed to be viewed in terms of satisfying his own sexual needs. He reports that he does 
not become sexually stimulated, however, his masturbation fantasies revolve primarily 
around these experiences. Clearly, this is a sexual incident for him ... He talked about 
the fact that for him masturbating when he wakes up in the morning is a very comforting 
thing and helps him get back to sleep and makes him feel as if he is being cuddled back 
to sleep. He reports that this is what he wants to give to the children" (pp. 2 and 3 of 
Exhibit 25). 

In the second report (see Exhibit 26, Report of25 September 1987), Dr. REDACTED 

observed: "We talked about ... the boy he was close to and what needs to be done about 
that. We talked about the fact that it is not a matter of his having to absolutely cut off 
contact immediately but that he needs some way to pull back from that relationship. At 
one point, it became clear to him that in some ways this is going to be considerably 
harder for him than it was going to be for the boy, that he was more needy of the 
relationship thar1 the boy was, and that in fact, he needed the boy more than the boy 
needed him" (p. 2 of Exhibit 26). Dr. REDACTED reported further that "one of the more 
telling points was the statement he made about one boy that he did a lot of things together 
with. What he said was that he loved that boy too much to ever do anything sexual with 
him. There seemed to be some relationship in strength of the attachment that he felt 
toward a boy and his unwillingness to become sexually involved with that boy" (p. 6 of 
Exhibit 26). 

In the third report (see Exhibit 27, Report of 30 October 1987), Dr. REDACTED 

noted: "We talked about rationalization and how he has rationalized the hurt that he has 
done to kids. He initially took the stance that he could not see how he had hurt kids and 
my stance with him was essentially that everyone knows that one does not do sexual 
things with kids and that if he would show a videa tape to anyone about what he did that 
they would identify it as sexual and they would identify that as wrong. It is my 
contention that lying within Michael somewhere there is this knowledge that what he did 
was wrong. That it is a denial of that reality that he has been involved in for a long time" 
(p. 3 of Exhibit 27). · 

While Fr. Wempe was in the above-mentioned Treatment Program, he was visited 
by"~::' Vicar for Clergy, who reported afterwards to Cardinal Mahony that "we discussed 
the possibility of legal problems in the future. [Fr. Wempe] is very aware that what he 
did comes within the scope of the criminal law in California. Although I do not know the 
exact details, he told me that there was some sexual touching, although most of his 
activity would better be described as 'cuddling'. He also mentioned that with the 
exception of one boy, all the others involved are now over twenty-one (see Exhibit 28, 
Memo of22 November 1987). 

In the final report (see Exhibit 29, Report of 23 December 1987), Dr. REDACTED 

implicitly observed that Fr. Wempe had caused sexual harm to individuals in the past: "I 
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think that the potential for his harming people in a sexual fashion is much, much less than 
it was before" (p. 2 of Exhibit 29). · 

Moreover, in an initial spiritual evaluation made at the beginning of Fr. Wempe's 
treatment program, it was noted that ''[Fr. Wempe) is aware of the areas of authority and 
of homosexuality and of possible child abuse which are looming very large in his 
consciousness right now" (see Exhibit 30, Spiritual Evaluation of 24 June 1987). 

CONCLUSION 

From the evidence brought forth in the preliminary investigation it appears 
virtually certain that delicts, as described in canon 2359 §2 ·of the 1917 CIC and 
maintained in canon 13 95 §2 of the 1983 CIC, have been committed. 

RCALA 011705 

409576 

CCI 006170 



TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

DATE: 

MEMORANDUM 
OFFICE-OF THE VICAR FOR CLERGY 

REDACTED 
/ 

REDACTED 

Father Michael Wempe 

March 29, 2002 

On February 15, 2002, Father Michael Wempe was granted early retirement due to 
medical reasons. He is sixty-two years old. He was born on November 1, 193 9. 

His medical insurance will be covered by the transition assistance offered by Cedar-Sinai 
with RETA as his secondary coverage. Additional-reimbursement for medical costs in 
accord with the standard clergy policies of the Archdiocese will be requested through this 
office. 

The Archdiocese is providing him with an automobile. As 'With all retired priests, he will 
be included under the Archdiocesan auto insurance program. He has been asked to 
register the car properly. He may be calling you to obtain the proper guidance to assure 
this. 

Thank you very much for taking note of this information. 

409577 
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TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

DATE: 

MEMORANDUM 
OFFICE OF THE VICAR FOR CLERGY 

REDACTED 

Reverend Michael E. Wempe 

March 11, 2002 

Father Michael Wempe has moved. His new address and telephone number are as 
follows: REDACTED ·- -- · ----

Thank you for taking note of this information. 

409578 
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Vicar for Clergy Database 
Clergy Assignment Record 

Current Primary Assignment 

Birth Date 

Birth City 

Dlaconate Ordination 
Priesthood Ordination 

Diocese Name 

Date of Jncardination 
Religious Community 

Ritual Ascription 

Ministry Status 

Seminary 

Ethnicity 

Lanquaqe(s J 
Spanish 

Mr Michael E. Wemoe 
REDACTED 

11/1/1939 
Estherville, Iowa, USA 

4/30/1966 
Archdiocese of ~os Angeles 

5/1/1963 

Latin 
Dismissed from Clerical State 

St. John's Seminary, Camarillo 

American (USA) 

Fluency 
Conversational Basics 

Fingerprint Verification and Safeguard Training 

Date Background Check 

Safeguard Training 

Assignment History 

Assignment 

Dismissed from Clerical State, Rescript from the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith, Prot. No. 659/2004-23647. 

Retired with No Faculties, NO FACULTIES. OUT OF PRIESTLY MINISTRY 

cathedral Chapel, Los Angeles Associate Pastor (Parochial Vicar), Active 
Service 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic Church, Los Angeles Associate Pastor 
(Parochial Vicar), Active Service 

Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, Los Angeles Chaplain, Active Service 

St. Ambrose Catholic Church, West Hollywood Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 

Sick Leave 

RCALA 011709 

Age 69 
Deanery 0 

Beginning Date Completion Date 

6/30/2006 

2/15/2002 6/29/2006 

2/1/2002 2/14/2002 

10/15/1998 1/31/2001 

1/18/1988 2/14/2002 

' 1/18/1988 10/14/1998 

7/1/1987 1/17/1988 

CCI 007605 



St. Sebastian Catholic Church, Santa Paula Administrator Pro Tem, Active 
Service 

Vatican II Institute, Rome, Sabbatical 

St. Sebastian Catholic Church, Santa Paula Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 

St. Mary Catholic Church, Palmdale Resident, Resident 

Paraclete High School, Lancaster Education-Teacher/Faculty1 Active 
Service 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Ventura Associate Pastor (Parochial Vicar), 
Active Service 

St. Jude CatholicChurch, Westlake Village Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 

St. Rose of Lima Catholic Church, Simi Valley Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 

St. Andrew Catholic Church, Pasadena Associate Pastor (Parochial Vicar), 
Active Service 

St. John Chrysostom Catholic Church, Inglewood Associate Pastor 
(Parochial Vicar), Active Service 

2/1/1987 

9/1/1986 

7/9/1984 

2/20/1978 

2/20/1978 

6/17/1977 

6/11/1973 

9/2/1969 

3/25/1969 

5/14/1966 

RCALA 011710 

6/30/1987 

12/1/1986 

1/31/1987 

7/8/1984 

7/8/1984 

2/19/1978 

6/16/1977 

6/10/1973 

9/1/1969 

3/24/1969 
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Cox, Msgr. Craig A. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

Sent to media 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 
Wednesday, February 22,2006 12:23 PM 
Cardinal Mahony; REDACTED Cox, Msgr. Craig A; 

REDACTED 
Press release on Wempe 

FOR: IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
FEBRUARY22, 2006 

STATEMENT OF ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 

ON CONVICTION OF FATHER MICHAEL WEMPE 

Father Michael Wempe's conviction cannot restore the trust and innocence stolen from his victims, but 
hopefully this verdict may provide them some measure of justice and.comfort. 

To those he abused, we again apologize, and we assure them of our support and of our firm resolve to continue 
to employ effective means of preventing all forms of abuse in our church. 

We believed Father Wempe's treatment had been successful. Today, a priest credibly accused of abuse is 
permanently removed from ministry. At the same time, abuse prevention programs in all of our parishes and 
schools equip parents and guardians with the skills to .spot behavior that canlead to abuse and to report such 
behavior before abuse can take place. 

REDACTED 

RCALA 011711 
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RCALA 011712 

REDACTED 

INTERNAL REPORT - CONFIDENTIAL 

Report date: 

.Xk / Archdiocese of Los Angeles /.· 7 d~ Assistance Minis,try Depa~ment 
~~ ;2. ·f-/&,tJCJ')@) ~Sr. :REDACTED 

-~ 
~~ 

Alleged perpetrator: 71/ ~ 
Alleged victim: 

REDACTED 

Date of incident: 

Brief Description: 

Type of Report: 

_Mandatory X_ Non-Mandatory _Anonymous reporter 

_Third-party reporting _Incomplete information Attached information 

Report sent to: 

RE!2ACTED _ -Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board 
(Priests, Deacons, Brothers) 

Sr . .REDACTED for Women Religious 
(All women religious) 

Mr~REDACTED ;uperintendent Secondary Schools 
(Secondary Schools) 

Msgr. Craig Cox, Vicar for Clergy 
(Priests, Deacons, Brothers) 

REDACTED 

(All reports) 

Mr.F3~E~!=:T.E,D__ -Human Resources 
(Schools, ACC, Cemetery employees) 

Mrs. REDACTED 

(Elementary Schools) 
Superintendent Elementary Schools 

Sr. REDACTED , Assistance Ministry 
(All reports) 

Sr. REDACTED -Religious Education 
(CCD and RCIA) 

CCI 007608 



ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 

NONwMANDATORY REPORTING FORM 

Date of this report to Public Authority: 
Name of Public Authority: 

Date of this Report to Archdiocese: 

Reported to Archdiocese by: 

Complainant Name: 

Current Address: 

Telephone: 

Date ofBirth: 

Alleged Perpetrator: 

Name: (Victim) 

Name of Possible Witness: 

Reported Date oflncident: (s) 

Reported Circumstances ofincident(s): 

Reported Type of Abuse or Neglect: 

Com.tnents: 

Submitted by the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles: 

REDACTED 

July 5, 2005 -victim tepo:tt 
Det. Barraclough - 213-485-2883 -
Parent report 4/21/02 
Victim reported June 27,2005 

REDACTED (victim) 

REDACTED 

Fr.lv.f.ichael Wempe 

REDACTED (6 years old) 

Brother, jREDACTED 

"1985 or 86 or 87" at St. Sebastian Church 
in Santa Paula 

REDACTED 

said. "There was one incident of 
molestation. He (Wempe) was touching my 
naked body. Thet:e was touching of genitals 
& oral sex .• He did things to my brother who 
was older. He was an altar boy. My fathet: 
died and some friends introduced us to Fr. 
Wempe." 

Sexual abuse. 

:Mrs. REDACTED 's Mother) called 
4/21/02. She said that she thought het: sons 
had been molested by Wempe. We asked 
her to have them call us. 4/28/05 Mothet: 
called again. Requested sons to call: 
6/27/05 REDAcTED called for the first time to 
report his abuse. He was asked to have his 
brother call us. 

RCALA 011713 
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SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE REPORT 

To be Completed by Reporting Party 

B. Victim 

I~ :REDACTED 

~m:::C'C' RFnAr.TFnEDACTED 
REDACTED 

PHONE DATE OF REPORT ---- ----
REDACTED /1--21-& ~ 

C. Call 
. )( REDACTED 

OFFICIAL CONTACTED PHONE 
Detective Brown (213) 485- 2883 

D. Other Parties 

I 
I NAME (LAST, FIRST, MIDDLE) ADDRESS 

ppc"<=~IT I !l('d Tl!l~l (")j: 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

I NAME OF CHURCH OR SCHOOL 
REDACTED 

I ADDRESS ATTIME OF INCIDENT 

DATEfT!ME OF INCIDENT PLACE OF INCIDENT 

TYPE OF SEXUAL ABUSE: _RREDACTED 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION: 

F. Perpetrator Information 

A. Case Identification 
To be completed h., lnuM+iMHnn CPA 
Victim Name: !"EDACTED /t(/.P _...,.. ~ 
Report No./Case Name: ---

1 ----.L.-. /_ 
Date of Report: 

BIRTHDATE SEX RACE 

DATE!fiME 

~. 

(Check One) Occurred 

Siv1ed~·----------------------------------

RCALA 011714 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 

NON-MANDATORY REPORTING FORM 

. Date of This Report to Public Authority: N/ A 

N arne of Public Authority: N/ A 

Date of This Report to Archdiocese: 4/28/05 
p 
' 

Reported to Archdiocese by: Mrs. HEDACTED 

Alleged Victim: her son 
~~~------------------------------------------------------

Current Address: 

Telephone: REDACTED 

Date ofBirth 

Alleged Perpetrator: 

Name Fr. Michael Wempe 

Names ofPossible Witnesses: 
--------------------------------------~-----------

Reported Date of Incident: 

Reported Circumstances oflncident(s): Fr. Wempe was the pastor at their Parish 

Reported Type of Abuse or Neglect: Se ual 

RCALA 011715 

Comments: Mother reports that her son, now 25 years old has always been a verj angry person and has 
been in trouble on occasion. He has had some counseling and the therapists have always asked if had ever 
been sexually molested, ~R()Em~thing he did not admit at the time. Now her son says he is remembering DACTED . . 
several incidents . Mrs. related some of her personal circumstances and has now dec1ded that the 
best thing to do is to let her son call us directly . She will ask him to do that I asked Mrs. REDACTED to please 
follow up with us to make sure her son does call us. We are not to call her at home. Mrs. has 
another son, now thirty, who has not denied being molested but has emphatically stated he does not want to 
talk about it. A complete report will be prepared when we have the information from the son. I assured 
Mrs. REDACTEDthat we would provide counseling for her son if he wishes and also asked her if she thought she 
might benefit from some counseling herself. At this time she said no, but the door waas left open in case 
she changes her mind. 

CCI 007611 



INTERNAL REPORT .. CONFIDENTIAL 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
Assistance Ministry Department 

Report date: tj:2 ·~tJtJ) From: Sr. REDACTED 

Alleged perpetrator: 

Alleged victim: 

Date of incident: 

Brief Description: 

Type of Report: 

_Mandatory )( Non-Mandatory _Anonymous reporter 

_Third-party reporting _Incomplete information Attached information 

Report sent to: 

t 
IS_ 

~~12~<::;!§1? ______ .. • . , -Clergy Misconduct Oversight Board 
(Priests~ Deacons, Brothers) · 

REDACTED for Women Religious 
(All women religious) 

Mrs. REDA~TED _ Superintendent Secondary Schools 
(Secondary Schools) 

Msgr. Craig Cox, Vicar for Clergy 
(Priests, Deacons, Brothers) 

REDACTED 
~ 

(All reports) 

Mr.REDACTED -Human Resources 
(Schools, ACC, Cemetery employees) 

Mrs. REDACTED 

(Elementary Schools) 
11perintendent Elementary Schools 

Sr. REDACTED 

(All reports) 
Assistance Ministry 

Sr"R..§!?~~~~~---- 0--- ., - .. 

(CCD and RCIA) 
Religious Education 

RCALA 011716 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 

NON-MANDATORY REPORTING FORM 

Date of this report to Public Authority: 

Name of Public Authority: 

Date of this Report to Archdiocese: 

Reported to Archdiocese by: 

Complainant Name: 

Current Address: 

Telephone: 

Date of Birth: 

Alleged Perpetrator: 

Name: (Victim) 

Name of Possible Witness: 

Reported Date ofincident: (s) 

Reported Circumstances ofincident(s): 

Reported Type of Abuse or Neglect: 

Comments: 

Submitted by the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles: 

REDACTED 

June 27, 2005 

REDACTED 

July 9,1979 

Ft. Michael Wempe 

REDACTED 6 ld - years o 

Brother (also a victim- more happened to 
him) 
"1985 or 86 or 87 at St. Sebastian Church in 
Santa Paula" 
"There was one incident of molestation. He 
(Wempe) was touching my naked body. 
There was touching of genitals & oral sex. 
He did things to my brother who was older. 
He was an altar boy. My father had died and 
some friends introduced us to Ft. Wempe." 
Sexual abuse of a minot under 14 years 

RCALA 011717 
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SEPTEMBER 11, 2003 I CRIMINAL 

Police Arrest Freed Priest in New Sex Case 
Police Arrest Freed Priest on Sex Charge 

By Jeffrey Anderson and Anne LaJeunesse 
Daily Journal Staff Writers 

Print 1 Email 
Reprint rights 

LOS ANGELES- Retired Roman Catholic priest Michael Wempe, who walked out of jail this 
summer after the U.S. Supreme Court gutted church sex-abuse investigations in California, was 
arrested Wednesday on new charges of molesting a child while serving as chaplain at Cedars-Sinai 
Hospital, the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department said. 

The alleged victim came forward after learning that Wempe had been released because of the 
Supreme Court ruling, which in June struck down the child-molestation statute that prosecutors were 
using to go after sexual-abuse crimes that were otherwise time-barred, sheriff's Sgt. Dan Scott, Jhe 
arresting officer, said. 

"He had held it in out of embarrassment, but when he saw that Wempe was going to be released 
from the previous charges, he decided to come forward," Scott said. 

Wempe was arrested without incident at 7 a.m. at his Leisure World home in Seal Beach and 
booked on suspicion of child molestation, Scott said. He is being held at Los Angeles County Jail in lieu 
of $2 million bail. 

His alleged victim, a male in his early 20s who has asked to remain anonymous, claims Wempe 
molested him from 1990 to 1995, beginning when he was 11, Scott said. 

The alleged molestations took place in a car and on the premises of Cedars-Sinai Hospital, where 
Wempe served as a chaplain from 1988 until his forced retirement in 2002. 

Cardinal Roger Mahony became aware of molestation claims against Wempe in 1986, a 
representative of Mahony said. But after a period of treatment and rehabilitation, which also took place 
at Cedars-Sinai, Wempe was restored by Mahony to the ministry in 1988. 

In 2002, Wempe, along with several other Los Angeles priests, was forced to retire as additional 
claims of sexual abuse began to sUrface. 

"I can't tell you how disappointed I am with Wempe," J. Michael Hennigan, attorney for the Los 
Angeles Archdiocese, said. 'We had believed and hoped that he was rehabilitated. 

'We received glowing reports from Cedars about his progress. He wouldn't even go near the 
pediatric ward there." 

"I'm with [the archdiocese] on this," said Donald Steier, whose firm, Guzin & Steier, represents 
Wempe in both criminal and civil court. "But I have real questions about this. I've interviewed Wempe 
extensively. 

"I'm suspicious of the time period which is being alleged," Steier said. "Wempe was in group 
therapy and receiving aftercare at the time. 

"I'm shockedand surprised." . 
Wempe is to be arraigned today at the Criminal Courts Building in downtown Los Angeles. 
The alleged victim was not a patient at the hospital, according to Hennigan. 
"Based on discussions with the district attorney, my understanding is that Wempe is a friend of the 

family," Hennigan said. "I have an idea of who it is, but I can't be sure." 
Wempe was released June 27 from Los Angeles County Jail, the day after the Supreme Court 

ruling in Stogner v. California. He had been charged with 42 counts involving the alleged molestation of 
five boys between 1976 and 1985. Wempe, who attended seminary at St. John's Seminary in 
Camarillo, was associate pastor and parochial vicar at St. Jude Church in Westlake Village and Sacred 
Heart Church in Ventura County from 1973 to 1978, and a resident in active service at St. Mary Church 
in Palmdale, from 1978 to 1984. 

Two brothers, who are among the original five alleged victims, are suing Wempe in Los Angeles 
civil court. 

Following the Supreme Court decision, prosecutors around the state were forced to dismiss 
pending criminal cases and abandon many investigations. . 

Los Angeles prosecutors dismissed all 11 of the criminal cases they had filed in the last year. If 

RCALA 011718 
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Wempe is charged, his case will be the first new filing in Los Angeles since the Supreme Court decision 
that crippled law enforcers and prosecutors and left victims around the state in despair. 

Following Wempe's arrest Wednesday, District Attorney Steve Cooley released a statement. 
"The re-arrest of Michael Wempe will restore the faith of victims shattered by the recent Supreme 

Court decision," Cooley wrote. 
On Wednesday, law enforcers in neighboring counties said they we're upset over watching 

accused molesters go free. But they expressed hope that Wempe's re-arrest will spark a revival of their 
own investigations. 

"We are not currently investigating any priests in connection with alleged sex crimes," said 
Lieutenant Steve Szabo with the Orange County Sheriff's Department sex crimes unit. "We had made 
several arrests, but due to the Supreme Court decision, we had to let them go." 

"It's sickening, because these guys were guilty," said Orange County Deputy District Attorney 
Rosanne Freeberg, head of the sexual assault unit. 

Following the high-court ruling in June, Freeberg's office was forced to dismiss cases against 
three Catholic priests and one Protestant minister, she said. 

One priest, the Rev. Siegfrid Widera, who had been charged with sexual molestation of a minor 
but whose case would have been dismissed, jumped from a building to his death in Mazatlan just 
before the landmark ruling, Freeberg added. 

Prosecutors in Ventura County were forced to dismiss pending cases and abandon their ongoing 
criminal investigations of numerous others, according to sources in that office. 

'We were clubbed to death by that Supreme Court case, and 99 percent of what we were working 
on has dried up," said one prosecutor, who asked to remain anonymous. 

"Getting the focus back on these cases is important," Freeberg said. "Since the Supreme Court 
decision, it has been pretty quiet, but it's not like priests stopped molesting children. 

"We can't predict if, or how many, people might come forward now, but we've asked law enforcers 
to take down reports on older crimes that can't be prosecuted, because we can obtain corroborating 
information that helps us resurrect other older cases, or are able to prosecute more recent ones." 

Scott added, "We still are actively investigating other cases, including the ones that were 
dismissed. Something like this could happen where a new victim comes forward. 

'We're still out there digging." 

********** 

© 2003 Daily Journal Corporation. All rights reserved. 
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, , OXNARD Mot.lNA lo.t AJJQel.e• TlmeJ 
FREED: REtired priest Michael Wempe, Center, Walks out of County Jail in Los Angeles after a judge orderedhts reb!ase on his own 
recogni2ance.He had been. held .on $Z-miidon bail on charges Q/molestingflve boys 20 yean ago. . 

CeJ~ J?Q()rs S'Yjug~Q~IJ~_p;~Aft¢t· ,-~· 
••• ,.. p -· • • • • .-- -· ' • .. • • •• ·,.. • • • • ••••••• 

fugs 
Jikeiy tO 
torssai . . . .. 

And·ts~··tt:.went F,r:"lday, as 
prosecuto;rH. defense a.tiomeya 
and the state attorney gener;al's 
offi,C<~s<iniml;>Jedto come to grips 
with t)lil reperouosloos ot a u.s. 
Suprell!e 'Court dectslon invali·. 
dating a Oalltornia law that had 
allowed decades-old childmoles­
tattori. ~ases tp be prosecuted; 

Lovell and Wempe are among 
hund.re'aa otp"eople.....:..some con~· 
vtctect;; Some confeSsed. some 
stii! awaltlngtnal. ~ w)lo will be 
releas~d. fr'!Jm jafu. and :Prisons 
ncross~Cali1'brnla or whose cases 
will be drtlpped "" _a result _or 
Thu;sday's decision. 

· The five justices in the hlgh 
court mojorltyruledtlJat OaliCor-
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Freedom for Many in Child Molestation Cases 
[Abuse,framPageA1] 
1994 law that the high court 
struck down. 

uThese are cases where al­
most always the perpetrator ad­
mitted the abuse ln either dlreet 
Jnterv!ews With lnvestigators or 
the victims played .a role ln 
gathe:ri:ng evidence, making .•• 
phone calls or meeting with the 
person while they Were wired," 
said Kevln Murphy, a sex crimes 
prosecutor in Alameda County. 

Friday mornlng, Mmpby dls­
tnissed the case agalnst stephen 
Kiesle, a former priest who had 
told investl~tors that he mo­
lested a number of ehildren three 
decades ago. 

Kiesle had served thne ln the 
late 1970slnaseparate cW!dmo• 
lestatlon casa 

In Santa Clara County, As­
sistant D.ist.Atty. Chuck Wllling­
ham spennong hours after the 
ruling, callingvicthns to let them 
know the outcome. About 100 
cases in his county will be af­
fected. 

•rm sorry," he told nearly a 
dozen men and women with 
whom he had worked to bUild 
strong eases. "This is terrible. 
and there's reallynothingwe can 
do about it.• 

The response, Wlllinghaxn 
said, bas been •anger, disdain, 
confusion, a lacking or under­
standing as to IIOW this could 
have possibly happened. resig­
nation to outrage. These are net 
easy conversations to be a part 
of.• 

Wlllingbem mentioned one 
case involving a husband and 
wife convicted on multiple 
connts of molesting cWJdren. A 
sentenciog heariog had been 
scheduled forthem for next week 
and they faced life in prison.. In­
stead, theywJU be released. 

"The reality .is, they won the 
ehild sexual predator lottery 
yesterday.'' Wlllingham said. 
'They won the jackpot.• He also 
noted that, with their convic­
tions overturned, those getting 
out of jail will not be required to 
register as sex. offenders. 

"'You're sbot-tree,"" he said. 
"Thank you vecy much."" 
· )3ut Kay Duf!Y, l!ottorney for 

::rather Carl sutplilii[7I. who is 
charged with14counts ofmoles­
tation, disputed that evaluation: 
:' Her client may no lcnger.face 
prison as aresultofthe court rul­
ing, but his life has been turned 
upside down by beingpubllcjyla­
beled a cldld mulester, she said. 

''I don't thlnk anybody .is 
walking away from this thinking 
they got away with something," 
DufiYsaid. · 

~--------------~·-

ANlll:C WELl.$ ~ ./UIR<:I!JJ Tlti!O:I 

PROTEsT: Members ofSunJivors Network oftlwse Abused by Pr!ests demonstrate against court ruling outside thell.eagon stale office building tn downtown Los .Angeles. 

"These people have been 
tried and convicted in the press 
already and they •tillhave to live 
With that stigma for the rest or 
their lives.· 

Sutphin's lawyers have 
agreed to wait untU after his al­
leged vietlms are contacted be­
fore seeldng dismissal of th~ 
charges agaiost him.. 

Ventura Connty ChlefDeputy 
Dlst.Atty.M!chaelFrawiey, who 
has been part of the prosecution 
elfort against Sutphin, s!ghed as 
be talked about the slow and 
painstaking process now facing 
Pl"Osecutors. 

"Here•s our prob1em," Fraw­
ley said. "Not only is there alotto 
do, but there is a great deal or 
disappointment walking the 
hallshere.Alotofpeopleputlna 
Jot of eftort to make those cases 
happen." 

His prosecutors have not yet 
dismissed any cases but they 
have identified at least 20 that 

are likely to he overturned as a But Lockyer's office .is taking 
result ofthe decision.. the position that crimes that oe· 

The case against FatbalV~·· eurred between .ran.!, 1988, and 
Fldencjo Silva,. 53, is one exam- Jan. 1, 1994 .. are still prosecut­
p1e. able, acconliogto Rohett ADder-

SUva, a Catholic priest who son. cblefass!stant atiorney gen­
from 1S78 untn 1986 ran the altar eral. That's because the statute 
bay program at a church in Ox- of limitations for some sex 
nard. was charged with 25 crimes against cWJdren had 
counts of ehild molestation in been six years. For others, it had 
March. after a yearlong investi- been three-years. 
gation. · Crimes that ocemTed after 

Frawley, a supervisor on the lSS4 were not affected by the Su­
case, said 12 to 14 alleged vicLilns preme Court's dec.is!on. 
had been interviewed. Los Angeles D.ist. Atcy. Steve 

The process was emotional Cooley has estimated that at 
and tlme-eonsutning and. now, least 200 cases ln the county may 
for naught. be alfected by the ruling. But de-

California Atty. Gen. Bill termining which cases are still 
Lockye:r sent aletterFridayto all viable is a slow process1 officials 
district attorneys across the said. 
state, advising them to act InSanMateoCounty,Deputy 
quickly to comply with the Dlst. Atty. Rlck Good said hav­
court"s decision.. "Immediate [og to call the victims was even 
motions fo1· dismissal in the in- more upsetting than the news of 
teres! of justice would be appro- the ruling. 
pliate, • the letter said_ On Thursday, Good phoned a 

woman wbo had been sexually 
abused In the 1970s. when she 
was 13yearsold, byRamiro .rack 
Long, a Redwood City karate 
teacher. Good told her that 
Long. convicted by ajucy and ex­
pected to serve at least 16 years, 
would instead be released. 

"She was devastated." Good 
said. 

The victimJ now in he1· 40s, 
told Good she feared that Long 
might now come after her~ She 
wwtted to koow when he would 
be released, saying that she 
planned io mova 

Many alleged victims risked a 
Jot by comiog fotward to testify, 
said San Bernardino County 

.District Atty_ Michael Ramos. 
"That's the saddest part of 

this whole decision. but we will 
do our best to understand what 
thls filJly means and then gently 
give the news that these people 
wlll no longer be held respon­
SI"ble.'"Ramos said_ 

"We're calling them and we're 
tryiog to keep their spirits up, 
but we're beiog vel'Y blnnt With 
them. It doesn't , appear that 
they"re goiog t•> he able to 
achieve closure with law enforce­
ment and justice. It"s been taken 
away," said Elliot Beckeimao, as­
sistant distrtct attorney in Sao 
Franclsco. 

Frawley said hts Ventura 
County prosecutors Will eon~ 
tinue to reassure people who 
went to police With allegations of 
abuse that their eJferts made a 
differenca · 

"We'll tell them that they defi­
nitely did the right thiogln com­
ingforward," he said. 

ult exposed a huge problem 
out there, and ·tt seiVed to edu­
cate the public about what a 
dirly secret tbls .is." 

1'tmes stqff writers Steve. 
BeT11J, LiFellers, Jean Gucctone, 
Hilda Muiioz and Lance Puo· 
mire contributed to this report_ ~-
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·Ex--:PriestFaces New -
' . \ . ~ ~·, 

·' . 

Accusations ofAbtts6 
• • • :,. •• : •• ' ' <';,.·,,_· ' ' • ~ ' • • • ' I • 1 ' ' ' • ' ' ' ' 

A woman whose ' maci.e to tb~ archdioce~e. :ria-
hony fir~ notified pollee· a~ out 

brothers were allegedly· Bl!ker last year:· · 
·mo. lested by'Fat_her ~·ThiS lawsUit. is about ,ac-

countability and truth and 
Michael Stephen Jlaker what the hierarchy k:Ilew, _apO: 

whim they· knew it," siud John 
·sves the church, sayi,ng . Manly, cO-COWlSei for tiJ.e 
she too was a victim.. 'womap.. "How could the .arcll­

diocese keep ip. th~ir e.tbploy 
ByRIOUARD WINTON·. 
'I'imes Staf!Writer 

A ··woman whose brothers 
were allegedly ~bused by a Los 
Angeles Qath<ilic priest sued 
the church Monday, cl:;liming 

· she too w~ sexually molested 
as a child 

someone (i0irig~tQ.iS?" · 
· 'i'od 'ratnl:lerg, archdiocese 

spokesm~ safd that, siD.<te the 
archdiocese hAs. yet to· se¢' the 
suit, it would refrain from com-
ment~g. .' . . · · . 

. Baker, q5, Was charged with 
.34 counts of child molestation ·: 
in connection wi,t'tl a boy he al-

i 1egedly abtiS~q dilriri~: th,e cblldh9,0d 
1970s and 1.9BOs, Inv~stigators sault and 

C:, the woman an.eges ·'believe there are ninE! or more . leges tl;lat the :;irchdi<'>Ce 
Baker .. molested her atte:r Victims. He has pleaded not · · · and itrllfcite 
admitted to cardinal Roget M. . ; guilty. · · , · · • · 
Mahony that ·ne hlid abused .MBhony has llald :tw'.'.mef' 
s·everalyouths. with Baker b:ii:eny · .ID: 1986, · 
. The wonian, who now lives. heard his adinission and;then : 

in Quii.dai8jara, Mexico, alleges sent him fot treatni~nt. Frori:i . 
that she was :finit a,bUI!eq at the there; Baket was aSSigiled to a 
age pf 13, When she 'met Baker . sp.ecl{llized. r.ni.¢~try' · not re~ 
at a Pico ,Rivera Pa.risl:l V(h~te · latl';!i 'to cb.ildl;e~:: ~aker re­
hermotl;J.erwor~d. . · · · ceivM inteiim assignmeiJ,ts to . 
. . Th~ alleged aets ofmi;ltesta,- . parish~::; until zooo. · +vra.hol!Y 
ticn{continued after :Qecemi>er · hai:i main~_l'lfued that: he· iin-
1986, when Baker told ~Qny mediately, i'etnpve9-l3!ikef'froru · 
that he abused children.':M'a·. .ministry ·i.ti 2QOO, when he be­
hony se:nt him for treattnerit t(), . canie a:Ware o( new ~egations 
a :New Mexico facility axtd r~- · 'from the 'brothets. He a):lolo,.. 
strtcted·his ministrY. · · ·· /· gized to priests in ~W ~OU2 for 

. . .Tne.t.wo brothersreG¢.W~d. a falling_ "to, take fll:ln a:o,d. deci­
. $1.3-l:nillion ctmfidentia.Uettle-: sive actionm'uchearlier." • 
. mendn2090 fromthe~st~hditr . · B;.i,ker,!lcc6r~lttot:q.e:mit, 
· cese after · allegmg tllat· 'they · allegedly-began moli:Jsting Cyp.~ 
.w~ abi:ts'eq by 'Baker. ·from • thia c. il.J.1984 wherih~rm~th~X: . _.ren,l:U:it)U 

·1.984 .to 199~ ,;Ba)>:et .. was,.de-. began working at st: HlllarY' *200,000 
frock~d in: D~cember ~990, af. · C~tholic Chm:ch ~ f'ico :j:Uyera. . r<Q.$ed 
·ter those allegatioJ;llr ·were B\lk(lr, th~ su,it aneges, mo- ; faceiifes~Jltenc€!$iJ: .. ~i>ri.\ii~t~d. 

l, < ,• •• • • • • ' '· 

---···· .... -~-~~ I· -- -·-·--·. ~~c• • • ---- • ,._ ___ ..._ ___ ... 
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Priest Sued by Brothers Is Arrested 
on Suspicion of Child Molestation 
Retired clergyman is to 
be charged with abusing 

. five children in the 1970s 
and '80s. Mahony has 
conceded that he 
mishandled case. 
By RICHARD WINTON 

, Time3 Sto,ffWriit:r 

J14ichael Wempe, ,;a now-re­
tired :priest wliom Cardinal 
Ro~er M. Mahony said he erred 
in transferring after accusations 
of sexual· abuse, was arrested 
Thursday on suspicion of chnd 
molestation. 
· The arrest ofWempe near his 

Seal Beach retirement home 
took place as the clergy sexual 
abuse crisis . dominated the 
opening day of the annual con­
ference of Roman Catholic blsh· 
ops in St. Louis. Los Angeles 
County ·sherifrs deputies ar· 
rested Wempe as he was on his 
way to play golf. 

"I hope the news gets to Ma· 
bony and someone shoves a 
microphone in his face and asks 
what he thinks about ltis :frieod 
Michael Wempe bein~ taken in, 
someone who he has ltidden all 
these years," said Lee Bashforth, 
a NewPort Beach financial advi­
sor who alleged he was molested 
as a b6y for eight years by 
Wempe. 

Los Angeles County Dist. 
Atty. steve Cooley said multiple 
charges would 'be filed a~ainst 
Wempe alle~g that he mo­
lested fl.ve children between the 
~es of 7 and 16 from 1977 to 
1986. Ball was set at $2 million 

"Some cases do ·stand out, 
and Father' Wempe's ls one of 
them," Cooley said. "This ls an 
egre~ous ease with allegations 
of sexual abuse in three counties. 
Despite archdiocese stonewall­
ing, we were able to bring ltim to 
justice.n· 

Another retired Los Angeles 
priest,:.';['itia:ri .A. Miani, 76, was 
arrested Tiittrsday on Suspicion 
of molesting two young girls. An- . 
other, . ·'~~ew Michael· 
Spro:QffskeilW'as ordered Thurs­
day iii stiuii:l trial for molesta-
tion. . 

Eight other priests or former 
priests in the archdiocese have 
been chatged with sexually 
abusiog minors. Prosecutors 
said they expe,t to charge an· 
otherlO. 

.A:RRE STED: Retired priest Michael Wempe is taken into 
custody by sheriff's deputies Thursday near his Seal Beach home. 

The Times last April that, in 
retrospect, he sP,ould have 
forced Wempe to resign immedi­

. ately after hearing of the sexual 
abuse allegations. 

He said he should have never 
assigned Wempe to Cedars in 
1988 without infOrming hospital 
officials that he had removed the 
priest from his parish and or­
dered ltim to a New Mexico 

- treatment facility for evaluation 
and counsellng. 

Mahony insisted that experts 
had told ltim that Wempe could 
be trusted to work in a place 
without access to children. The 
cardinal said he did not know the 
hospital had a pediatrics unit. 

Mahony did not report 
Wempe's abUse allegations to 
pollcenntillastyear.HetoldThe 
Times that he thought a thera­
pist who saw Wempe had re­
ported It earlier. None of the 
charges Cooley said he would rue 
Monday involve Wempe's period 
at Cedars, otliclsls said. 

"We have known about the in­
vestigation for over a year and 
cooperated throughout," said. 
Donald Steier, another attorney 
for Wempe. "'am pleased to say 
at least they didn't arrest rum in 
front ofhis aged andllimother." 

steier said Wempe would 
have surrendered if asked, and 
added that the $2-million bail 
was 'Ti.diculous." 

Officials in San Diego and 
Ventura counties, where some of 

. the. alleged crimes were commit­
ted, agreed t'o Wemp!''s prosecu· 
tion in Los Angeles, Cooley said. 

Cooley said Wempe's arrest 
would not have been possible 
without a new law that froze the 
statute of limitations in many 
older al;>use cases. Cooley and 
otherprosecutorslobbiedforthe 
change after the archdiocese 
fought subpoenas for church re· 
cords. 

Wempe's church files were 
amongthose demanded by a Los 
Angeles County Grand Jury last 
year, The church has fought re­
lease to prosecutors of docu­
ments reflecting COnmlunica­
. tioris between the cardinal and 
priests, claiming that release of 
the papers would infringe on the 
chUrch's free exercise of religion. 
The dispute is pending before a 
judge 

"'f they'd fully cooperated on 
tltis case, Wempe would have 
been filed a lot sooner," said coo­
ley, who repeated his call to Ma­
hony to give up the records. 

Archdiocesan officials in: 
sisted that they only sought to 
protect rights of the church and 
priests. 

"The charge ofstonewailin~is 
preposterous," said Tod Tam· 
berg, spokesman for the archdio­
cese. "The district attorney 
knows fully well the priVacy laws 
of California." . 

Wempe was ordained in 1966 
and then assjgned to an Ingle­
wood-area perish. In 1974, he 
was assigned to st. Jude parish 
in Westlake Vlllage, where two 
brothers alleged in a lawsuit filed 
last Aprii that Wempe began to 
molest them and continued to 

Wempe's attorney, Leonard 
Lev.ioe, said that his client in· 
tends to-plead nc;>t goilty "andls 
y~zr;h<igeiililthilt when .lin the • .. tl!~~;~~t~~(~~!exon' .· 

abuse them despite transfers to 
several other parishes. ' 

Lee Bashforth and his broth­
er Mark were 8 and 12, respec­
tively, when they met the motor­
cycle--riding Wempe. Mark 
Bashforth told The Times that 
the priest was a "trusted family 
friend" who molested them on 
overnight trips and in his parish 
room. Lee Bashforth, 33, said he 
spent the night with Wempe in 
his bed in the rectory. 

According to the brothers' 
lawsuit, tbe abuse . continued 
when Wempe was transferred to 
Sacred Heart parish in Ventura 
and st. Mary's parish in Palm· 
dale. 

On Thursday, Lee Bashforth 
said he suppressed the memory 
until last year. 

"'am beside myself with emo­
tion," Lee Bashforth said, weep­
log. "' never thought this day 
would come. My brother shares 
my relief. I got. a call from a de­
tective . and prosecutor thls 
morning. These dis~sting 
predators of cblldren and those 
who conceal them will be 
brought to justice." 

Another altar boy at St. 
Jude's who sued over abUse re­
joiced Thursday. 

"Another sexual predator ls 
finally otrthe streets. The DA.'s 
office and sheriff have been sur­
vivor-friendly throughout this in­
vestigation," said Richard Kiiby, 
39, a Washington lobbyist. 

The Wempe prosecution, like 
most others, relies on a Calitor· 
nia law that allows old cases to 
be filed where there is recent dis­
covery of serious substantial sex­
ual abuse of a child. The U.S. Su­
preme Court is now reviewing a 
challenge to the law. . 

On Thursday, retired priest 
Sprouffske was ordered to stand 
trial on charges of sexually abus­
ing his cousio during the 1950s 
while assigned to Mount Carmel 
High SchoolinLosAngeles, 

In Los Angeles County su­
perior Court, prosecutors played 
a tape of Sprouffske, 76, admit­
ting that he molested a girl, who, 
when assaulted, was about 5 
years old. The tape, a recording 
of a conversation between the 
two, was made without his 
knowledge. 

The allegations against Miani 
date to the 1960s. Miani was 
taken into custody by Los An· 
~eles County sherifrs deputies at 
his Stocldon home and will be 
arraigned Monday. 
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:. !lli'b~,saiil bd~tt'IDisied.by Ma~ . · 
lionYs pledg~· w. ·:help '0Bti~s:'·of 

.:.~exualabi.tsebypriests; .,\;;:,.~; :~··· 

: , His, attoiifey, cJeffr~:y.-~d~rs(?.il · 
of St. Paul, 'lvlin:&, Ms asked :t LOs .. 
Apgele.s C~'ilnty, Si.tp~f\o;r . Court · 
judge to stop church offiCials from . 
;collecting. d;lta. froin se:rual. ab,use 

· :Victiriis foi' use ·in ilicir, · defense. 
' agajfist future litiga:t;iori; ,+'b:e\1iiw~ ' 
: ·sUit al1.1o names lv.tiilioriY and ''the. 

~ .. ~ .• ,;.,.,., ... ,,r .. , ..... ,,-. . , . .. . ; . .. . . .. . . . . · archdiocese, ·~d allege~ they·, 2on~ , 
.~."':"'b"~.,~ .. as soon ... Rucker'; 82,~wis aJ:ieste(l Friday'··. Fr l:i ·d ffb ····. b ··• . '· .$pire\l;to.conceal information about 

·'~eathef,' by> Alaska: stafe"Jrti(\per$ aboard .. · ... 10 '· ar.' : lr Y; a: _ove! .IS W ejnpe; th~n tised.Kfrby as part of· 
. in •' .• tlifi '. theCcri.lise shithns Volendani after ' . ~Ired\ .pnest : ~Jchael : . . . their;pu'blic' r¢hl.tion's campmgrt;' .', 

. ·Isiands' , th~. u:S."Coas~ Giiill'd;,.)l.t the ·re- ·wno,' along with Ruck¢r ' .Attorney ·J. Mic!l!J.el '!Ieni'!igan; 
· ang.' he.~::ari .. J)e. \quest o~1 the LAPp; ordere4'~ un~ moved by t~e· cardinal· who represents-· the .archdiocese,· 

flown BOO'·riilles. scheduled stop .in .theremote port ·, ·- .... :,· . . . ,.~ > ,<called KirbY's reque'st £or 3,n fude,.. 
to ·. · Anchorage,· of butch Harbor in the .Aleuti~ Is· c(rqnts· of' lewQ.. ·condUct with', a· pendent -c\i'ilrl• official·· to· collec( 

····whereJ he Will be 'lands; offici~!! said. . ·. · . ·child:· P.rosecutci:pl' allege•' he 'nio~ data ori a'buS'e. •preposte;rous'' and 
met by ·Los . .An- . ~ship will! on a 64~day Pacifi<;: · lesied:;seyen·girls-,all under i4!; ·":lJn.iblicity-stuntt. : :.;:: :Y;~:::,· 

, _ ,: : , :gele.s .Ji?lic~ d~ Circle·cru?se that ~e~lill: Sept~~3ID.: : b~tWeen194y·ari~19~6, '··:·.:::,. ·. > ~., ;.He :said the ~ch(li<;~ces~,.t:!fe~ 
, . : ''':· ':•· ;::::.t~~r~es,. ;·.. s~d :·Janco1lver,,Ca'!lf-da;,:;:, , r:•·: ;• .' . . ..A.t,a• :I).~\¥~; c.ont(;lrenc.e: outB.Jde · hi_~tol'le~ fr()m '«;mly th.qse Tiqtil,lls . 

· . ;: . Greg. Wjl.kinson, ap. :Alaska state>; ~~·we pulle\'1· ]:rlirr,oft i}i.e s]rlp ·and! 'Jhe Los , Angeles ' County> CoUrt:-. !femandiilg money, to settle oWof~ . 
J' trooper,: :; : 'i<. ,·.; ,, .. : ;'''' \ : , :;_;,; ·, I>· .. Put ~_on l!- ttigbo,at·¥ l}eaV'y sea4~· · house· on· Mtmday;;:IG,rby. said ·he', cou.it claims; ,He said .. KirJ:>Y·aslCed 

; 1:: :.:During~. a· 'he!J,rin'g ·lir'the' ·u~ ·We h.a<l hiJ,n' harnessed and !:i:ut" was not'orily. _;h\Jmiliated• by:, the .for $2inilli(ln; <·: ·. · _.·.·. t; 'J• , 
.. l; I iU!l~ka, '.District ':' C<;iurt( ',, R:ucker· ·.·.rounded' so l:je·had np Cippop;Urlity. ' .. · abuseJie sUffered ,decades ago; but., . . ~r: tbink' • ()lir . _relatiop.spjp ··Wi~I?­

;r , waive.d.' his 'J:ight .. ~o ~ E¢'raditio:Il .. , .:, to.fall ove~l;>oard or;jurnp· oV:er- again >after he ~ote ·an opinion. .hiijl sotired afteethat,\·He.Jliiigim 
~: !Warf!ig an~.~~~ld ~he judge his at- · bo_ar!l.," •: ~Trooper <·Kim \ Babcock piece• (;Vith, M:ahoiiy .ID.: The ;Times · said; '"W e'!e'Str1J.ggJilig to de~ With .. 
•: tO'rney·advised him to, return to said., .... --! •,' '," . .-,. . . th~t,adv:ocated•an·"open and:ae- .. staffmg.•.LSsues,· and he·~wants 
~~=-<qifol'ni:. Bail-~as, se~ at ~1 riill7 • • Rucker_, is· charged with 23 co~tabl~~· . ~~l,~tip~s!#~~ ~e~e.e.~ ~2 ~on." · · '.' ~ · ... ·. 

"·~"~~r~:~·.·:; )·· ,_.,.~~"~: · · .. ,.,t•'·' · , ·.:.:: ... ,~~"'·c·· -~,- .•.. ·.····:<i. .·< ·.··· .. 

~.· .r ~ 
·-·':· .' ~·· ~ ' : 

. -.. , < •• :;: • 
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.:~_. . ~ :. . . . . 

_ fly Anne La Je~:~nesse IY being handled differently.'~ . · . · · 
·· · DaUyJoumaiStaffWriter . "[Wempe] intend$ to plead·not guilty 

T-wo form~r Roman Catholic priests when he is amligned on MondaY~ an,q.h~ is. 
were arrested Thursday on suspi- hopeful-that when an the facts ar~ out they in the 

cion of child. molestation, the same day wllLtotally .eX:9nerat:e 1$1," Said Wempe's Sproi.tffske, who lives ill, l{awthor:n~. 
that a Los Angt;les County Superior d$ri.se'atfunieyl.eoitard.Levine.. . · according to tax records·; is'free on 
Court judge ordered a thj.r'd, retired 1be ai.Teats bring the total number of $25,oqo ball He has pleaded not guilty to 1 

~e:~eO,ty; molest- : . cleric~. :u-rested .on suspicion of child foi.i.J.' reloQ:Y cotihts hfc:Omiilitfhlg: a lewd': ... ·.;, 
. . . molestatj.oli hi Los Angeles Coitnty to 11; . att upo~ a ··~hlld.tiJ\der 'ffie ~age''of 14, :. : 

wasarrested ihcludili.goneseminarian. '· · referredrool\JyasPatriciaKineoi,lit.-. 1 

. .. . js a signifi- A source in the distriqt attorney's office The ge<j,Sjoti quue after;tb,e !llleged Vic: · · 
. cant figure in the se:iruat . sCandal sl:li(i't}J.at perhaps a dozen inore priests 1im, -~cia :rs.; now. a computci'~})ic . 
. that eontinue.s·to grow around the.L6s soon coulq be arrested on simUar artispestified·thats~Wh~.sllewas . 'I 

· Angele8 Ar'chdioce$e and ~d.lnat Roger charges: . . ·· a8 ypWJg as 4 or 5 years old, Sp~;.oilffS~e . } 
Mahony; authorities. said. ' . . Head-Dep9ty Dis1rlGt Attorney W~ !ondled her buttOCkS ·and ~d her~t:Ur- · 

Ustyear; MaP,ony apologized to Hodgman, who heads the offi.ce's probe ba~hitriwhilehewa8driving,· . 
pati-Shioners ·f()r ti;imsferljng :Weinp¢ to . into the ,clergy scandal, declined .to com- · ·"ltwas very uncomfortable. Itfelt reid- · < 
CeCfars.Sinai Medical Center Without dis- inent ori that report but S!lld he expects . lY wo~l.g}• she sai.d. . . ,, . . · .. '. . · < 
clositig sexual abuse allegations ~a)nst other priest investigations to .come to .a :··.J:>e.pucy I;)i$tri~t A-ttorney Christina ' 
him to hospital.authorities or the police. he;td this SUtlltt1er. . . . . . . . w~·~Jte~.p.~qicla Kif.Spri)uf.fsk~ hiJ4. ·i.ll 
After declaring a zero tolerance polic;y, '1:b,e investigations in tJ.Ies~ ~~have ~ed:hr~eclh~r. · · · . 

· Mahony last year forced W.~mpe and evolVed to a point where we)rere·r~dy ''lksaid, ~o.p.'t.ever tell anyop:e What', ._,,,:
1
. 

other clerics out of the prieSthood. ,. . . to inake' arrests ·ahd chatge, arid ·we'll be we do''rogether' od 'Will get you." Those . 
Wempe is accused ·of molesting five considering others thr'otighotit the simi~ *ere hl~·wor~s," PatrlclaK testmed.'. a 

boys aged 7 to 16 at variou~ locatio~ in mer;" Hodgnian said. _ . ; fr~seClJ.to:$· said t:'hilt Sprouffske ~ _ · 1 \ 
Los Ap.geles, Ventura and San Diego · Sergeant Dan Scott, ·of the Sheriff's a58.i&'ne4, to :MQunt. Carmel High $c~ool . . '! 
~-=tim: es

19
d
7
.unng
7 
.. · · a nine-year period be¢n· Depar1menfs :fumi1y crimes bureau, said ~ L;o~\Ai')ge.I~. at ijle tiine ofth.e alleged . , 

the-archdiocese has niade prosecution rtl.Olesta#pn§J;· ::· ··_ · · ; · · · , : · . · 
retired priest, 9if:fi,cult by refusing to turn over church , . Over ·defense a#orney' Ger1.M KlauS. 
· arrested by docu:ments disclosillg'when abuse an~ · ner's objeCtions, Wapner adn;lltted intQ · 

. . · with. Los ~geles tions were :first made, and what Mahony evidence a taw recordin.g ·of a tel,ephone · 
Sheriffs deputies, at his home in Stock- and others did about them,. . . converSation in which SprpU:ffske apolo­
ton. He is susp~cted ot mQlestlng two · Church lawyer J. Michael HEmni~an ~d tO Patti~ K., saying' he was .1'sexu· 
young girls in the mid 19.60s when he could not be rw:hed fur CQ~ent · · ally confused" and imrriature. PeoPle., v. 
workeel in the Los Angeles Archdiocese. Wempe is pclpg held in lleu..Pf$~ n:illlion Sproul.# e.; 'BA239256, (L.A. Super. Ct, 

Defense attorney Donald Steier, who is . bail in Los Ange1es County Jail, and wiil be :filed Nov. 22, 2002). · . 
defe:nqmg Miani, said both me:n will be charged with multiple. counts :ofmolesta- Several time$ Klausner asked Patricia 
pleading not gUilty. :tion Monday, according 1:<> {listri~t attor- K i( ~he was stii,ng fot :tponeY. · .. 

'Ihe pair offered to surrender, but the .ney's office.spo:Jt:~~Jaiie J.Wb¥iPn. · "lt's not about money," she said. "It's 
dist;rkt attorney arrested tliem because Details of Miani's bail w~e not.imme- · aboutaccotmtability." . 

. hewanteQ.thepublici.ty, Steier. charged. diate.iY (lV;,lUable, buf~rdm,g to tlicidi~ She· said she iloes not believe the. 
"It's a lot simpkr in.6tses where people trict attorney's office, he w:Ufbe fofui,a1ly church: had done wP,at it should do to pro-

. are ·making no effort to :flee and tlu:~ir :in charged and arraigned Monday. · teet childr~n. - · · .. 
their 70s a.n.ci s_os to allow a surretidey," Meanwhile,· Superior Court J titlge · Sprouffske.is to be arraign.E!d July 3 in 
Steier said "Bu,t these cases are oqvious- Fr'ederick ·N. Wapner otqered one of · Superi~r Couit · 

.::. . , .. ·, - I. 

. ~ . 
T _y-... 
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L.A. Times: 

V/C: 

Facts: 

Victims: 

MICHAEL WEMPE 

LAPD and Ventura sheriff's department currently investigating 
claims he molested three boys between 1976-1985. 

Reported initially by his pastor. He was removed from ministry at 
that time and received treatment. He came back and was 
assigned to hospital ministry. Retired. No new reports. 

Age 62, ordained 1966; letter from V/C to Cardinal requestinq 
laicization as of 8/2/02. Retired 2/125/02. Living now: REDACTED 
!REDACTED 

-REDACTED (source: V/C- filed lawsuit, public) 
REDACTED _ (source: Asst. Min./ L.A. Times- wrote ltr to 
Cardinal.) 
REDACTEoand REDACTED _ (source: Asst. Min.) 

REDACTED (source: Asst. Min.) 
"""

5source: Asst. Min.) 
(source: Asst. Min) . 
REDACTED~source: V/C, ltr to REDACTED 

Sequence of events per file: 

February 1978 

May 1987 

May 15, 1987 

May 19, 1987 

May 22, 1987 

May 29, 1987 

June, 1987 

June 22, 1987 

First entry: memo stating three separate priests recommend 
professional help for Fr. 

Psychologist mentioned. 

Fr. meets w/Mahony re status 

Ltr from V/C (Curry) to Fr. re meeting and status- requests 
presence at personnel board meeting on 6/3 

Phone calls to V/C.office: Fr does not want to attend, Mahony told 
him that was O.K. V/C not in office at the time. 

Ltr from pastor to V/C (Curry)- serious concerns/facts about 
behavior w/specific young boys prior to pastor's arrival and on-
going. REDA~TED & REDACTED told him to write. 

Ltr from Mahony to Fr. - mentions diabetes/bronchitis in relation to 
transfers, please attend 6/3 personnel board mtg. 

Mahony is made aware and responds: "We need to move on this". 

Fr is scheduled to go to treatment at Jemez Spring, NM for 
diagnostic program 

RCALA 011728 
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November 1987 

January 1988 

February 1988 

March 1988 

April1988 

December 1988 

February 1989 

September 1989 

September 1994 

February 2002 

March 7, 2002 

March 27, 2002 ·· 

March 29, 2002 

Apri12002 

August2,2002 

7_1:~ 
vJ~c e-f • 

Still in program. Definite need for continued therapy. 
Disagreement within staff re assignment to hospital ministry for Fr. 

Assigned to Mt. Sinai Hospital 

Frat St. Ambrose (continues group therapy) 

VictimREDACTEDspoke to REDACTED ; victim received therapy. 

Psych assessment: Of s~ts, Fr the most likely to repeat. 

Therapist: Progress is slow; REDACTED , not out of danger 

Mahony a~are and responds (re: progress and REDACTED) 

Memo from therapist: "Doing well, does not need group therapy· 
unless he wants it"; continues individual therapy. Mahony aware 
and responds. 

Ltr to Fr re his therapist (who is being reviewed about his practice) 

Resignation of Fr sent to Cedars Sinai, he cites "health problems, 
term limits, mother's health". 

Ltrfrom victim REoAcTEol to Mahony re abuse in 1976~78 at the age 
of 14-16 years. His therapist (for ten years) reported to police 

V/C (Cox) responds to victim's ltr. - encourages call to LAPD, 
would like to meet/interview him (lives in VA); gave Sr. REDACTED 
number. 

Fr retiring. 

Fr retains counsel 

Ltr from Cedars-Sinai stating April 10, 2002 retirement reception is 
cancelled due to family illness of Fr. 

April 20-21, 2002- statement read at Masses at St. Mary's, 
Palmdale. 

Mentioned in ltr from V/C to Cardinal re laicization. 

RCALA011729 
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CMOB-013-01 "House Trailer" -Anglo, age 62, ordained in 1966. Reported in 
1987 initially by his recently-arrived pastor who was confronted by 
housekeeper with past behavior of Father X involving a ten yr. old 
boy sleeping with Father X several times; pastor also concerned 
about Father X behavior taking young boys to his house trailer 
and using firearms. Father X was removed from ministry and s.e+lt­
for treatment. In 1988 two brothers accused Father X of abuse in 
his camper when they were young teens. In March of 2002, an 
apprx. 40-yr. old man accused Father X of abuse from 1976 to 
1978, also mentioning a cabin and vacation trailer. Four 
additional calls have come into Assistance Ministry, and there is 
one lawsuit pending. LAPD and Ventura County sheriff are 
investigating. Father X is retired and no longer in active ministry. 
Announcements have been made in the parish Father X was at 
from 1978-1984. 

His name was mentioned in August 2, 2002 letter to Cardinal from 
V/C for possible laicization. 
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;,:!c <! '> ': pailyJour(l~(~W~~r': ,: < >.,' ·.: I . JiCcllst:r. cociing forward, no matter how thiew'out hundreds of seXUal abuse Cases .. lY exonefut.eif'ofalllfiese cliatgeS}'!: ;,~ . .. ; ; . 
: •f:)(;;foihi~ii6alli().titpri:~~linirst!£a~e·· •·• Jong:~o t11e·~"us~·a1ieg~dlfo~ed: · · .. ~. across the.state. Sto~er ~. cazif(}fni£1, 2oo3' · ·J . .''11i~·illi{!ged vitfith, Jay$on :B.;~iio~~' . · 
·,;~,P.;sJirn,ina1,p:9~~c}~p,o~~.ti~;;@~g~ClJY · •. :":'~e 31'¥,iet,Y' I~~~d~th·:th: jttclge's . DJDA,R§9~ _(U,s; Set June 26, ?Q03)~ .. · ;.: , :i :fepc)~~.m~':l,l~~Ie~tafiQ~;tp.;th~~pq~se?iP . 
}~J,Ql~~tifi~ ;lf,,tiyp()t .J?~~~e..;l W9,0 .lWd ;, decrst?n today;' sa.fR- .del?!l~ disttict 3#0r~ .. _The dec1s1on forced . Los Arigel~s dis-····.· .AU~bt0.03. ~ll:ft~rJear~:tli~t:'W'~fH: ·. · ·. 

· ;,J$95,;' a judg:(!ritlegi<;g<;Icy:t;./;,,, ,, ' .; , . : · ney:~ Jo!fd ijic~, .~dding th~t s1ate 'and . tric;t attorney to abandon prosecution of • would 9e. re,I~a~ed from J<rilhecfl.US~ :pf 

•, · ~.~e,4:w~e.:~il~lMaY~l1.,~tting~: • f~.4.~r~l~w has ha~,~ lo!lg pistory in · decades~old sex 'criril~s ~· incl~~i~g the 'St~~n~r;.d~pi~ipn: ,Wempe· ?~~)?.1~ .. 
~~-~.-~~~.-.·.·· :·" ·.·."~~F-~~9t~'r.,!~.""~.-.·· .. ",;;~.g~h 1 .. ~~~.. .s~~. ·- , .ffi.liH¥~ ... ti.~n .•. '~pm. s~cu.c··-· .P,laTh.· .s~,aM<t~-~.~.~ ... · ,~9lll ....•. mi. ··-~ ... -.~~.J.>J.~ .. ~v .. ,e .... ~~ . · .. p .. ~l~ .. -~f.:~-.P:Y~ .. }.J.~a~f!}]4··. J~~~ .. ~.: ..... ri.J .. ,·.~ .. -.... .f: .. iY··.~. :·,.l9. •: · ·'' . , dimce pr~h.t(!d ,at a pr~ hear- i . ;~9.psqfjsmpl!§i~~;;~.:~!~1C ,tA!=: k-w 1s f ... qlicJ>11;e$~ · 1:; •. ·:·~·: .·~ ! ., ;. , "··'··'· '.!.t:·, , ·. ,Q!p, .~f-~,J~Pn.f~.al,Ul~.·!l;l?. , ~· ~.l?Y.~~,o l•.SJ! 
· mgtoholc}Michae1Wel11pefortria!- · J qwteclearmt?isarea. 7:>.-_;,.,1 .. ~·:·:·. :: • , .•. I,e_o~dl~vme,~~ther,<~;ttorneyJor . Jason:solde:~roth~; .. ··.·.: : :•{~il. 
·· .. :-...-Mayerson alSQ' rej~d contentions by: . Donald Steter, attorney representing Wempe, satd he wasn't suwnsed by:ftl~ '''""Ivle:;JAW~.:Juqg~ M,{l.ye~..s9~ put()ff 

Wempe's defense attorney .that the· We:!Upe,-however, said exte~ding the judge's ruling Friday given: .the low. stan- ·. ·•until Aug-;·;~;a~heating on' whether ~.f : 
charges should be thrown out because statute is a ''gray area" in· CalifQrnia law , dard. of proof the prosecution must offer . Los Angeles Archdiocese mrist tlir'Ii-<:iver 
they fall outside the three-year s1atQ.te of .and vowed fo.ChaJienge, the district attor- at a preliminary heariDg: . . confideritia}'doctiments ' rdat~d .:to . 
limitations for :filing moles,atiojl·charges: • ney'suseofa.803(g) ifWempeisconvicted ' ~we 1hink when proven beyond a rea- . Weml>e. · .. .. · .. · .: • · · .·;.;: )i .v,. ·. 
People v. wempe, BA253~78 (LA Su{ll'!r. · · "OurJegal argillnent, we feel, is very sonabledoubtasrequiredthenthepros~ .• Attori:teys''for.the.archdioceseJrau 
· C~ttfiied :§ept:., ll;~~m. . .~ :. ' · · -· .. : . :~. l strong but polities: is agairist :us," Steier · aution will ·tau well short of ·that stan- . . declined. 1:0 :1urn ·over ahy dotiuiient sulr .· 

.·. ·· Prosecutors said tinder California! said after Friday's hearing. ·• . dard," I.evine'said. poenaed by the' district attorney in t1ie 
Penal Code Section. 803 (g);· molestation·. Last JUlie, the U.S. Supreme Court, said "We are still confident that when this Wempe case, claiming they are privileged. · : . . . . ' ... ·• . ·. · ... • . ' ; .. :5} 
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2004 LOS ANGELES TIMES CALIFORNIA 

4 Priests Face.New-Sex Abuse Charoes"'!· · · .. · ~·-··. · :. · .. ·. · · -_ >.··· . · _ · ·. __ :·;· .. _:: .~.-,-.;~r: .. 7:_·:._.: ·._ -'.' ..• ·_;~~·· ·. ·. · .•· .· ·-· · · ·• · .· ·_ · ... · · ~--- ;;;; .}7J;!l. 
[Priests,jromp_ageB1] · 2:3'0 a.m. after the man; feelmg ·j 
l;lbtisecj.fouraltar boys at the San ;: .sick, was _helped to his room by ··~ 
Gabnel Mission ;f.foni i980 . tn S~: Thiinnan rep()Itetl iF'tl).ee:1t 
1984 :vere dl:oppe~~t yeara:tter· . · ne~.· _daytotlie4ID~. o ~i9~ese, ··~r-: 
thehighcourtdeC!SlOD. WhlChcontacted·poJice :,,,, :~; · _<• 

il Carlos , Rene Rodriguez :: · .Hospital tests :'cmi:d.rictOO. a,r,.,;.'. if 
faces 10 ye'iU"S in prison after . ter the assault support~d :tfie -;; 
pleading1guiltytomolesj;ingtwo · man:sane.gatipn,];Ua~krilonsaid :, , 
boys at a Santa-PaUla p8r.iSh.- Salazar'is being-h,eld at. th!Lff 

· from 1988 to 1993. Rodriguez was D&]1as. County •lJail 'ill li~~{ Qt -~ 
arrested in · December, five $500,000 bafl; . .-ai,lL ~ttornet?h~ . .}~ 
months after charges that he denied the cp,arge.s. ~· ., - · &:,, 
molestedaLos.Angelesaltarboy· Lovell was convicted of mo- . 
in the 1980s were dismissed. ;He .. ~esting a hoy in the .san,qabriel:'t 
has been removed from the min- :MiSsion in t986 . and· ·sJib:O :1 

istzy. ' , !3equently lett the ministry. New-•;''~· · 
Hodgman, the L.A: County ~es.that Lovellabused . .fom.; ~- · 

prosecutor, said his office is con- additional altar·'bpys·at :tq~ San · •. · 
tinuing to pursue charges , : Gabriel Mission from 1:9.8( tt:i" ~r.-5 
againstthelOpriests. . . . . . . ,. · 1984weredroppedlaSt'yeata;rter..<:)! ~ 

~;~~~:e~~~;e ~~~h:Id~Iri~- CA~-~~~nr:;~~;~~~~. -~;~~AE.L --~~~~~:u·~~#t:";~~~O.HN. ~;~i\~i\::s;;a;~d~r~s· ··.·, the:~~i:~~g=;~;~;;1iv..~~~~.:;:. 
we expect to charge some of He l(qmf!r.'ift'Jlf;t/(!ed molestmg t7po chat;gedwzth molest.mga RP.Y·.fli~i ),:qhargecJ:wtth a sexual as.sault molesting- a boy- • m: 'P.t~.s~oW,.q · • 
these guys again. It's far from · boy$~$d:rit_a.Paula. . - Ced~rs-Sinai Medical Center.~·.' ,EJ! in.Beptemberin Texas. .4rlz., in 1985 and iS awaitinli:sertl:;fr.;_• . 
over." · · · f,\f;:'·.-:··: :.; . · . . . ···:;.:;::: ; tencing. ·· . . .. ,;:-.\~ 

On Wednesday, the 64-year- ter ~nirc'lidioce!'le ~em:ne.d be laz.ar·was pr~viously impr,i$on.e4:;;{;-~nests, he was hired by the Dio- A Maricopa County ~(ii:)i -
oldWenipe was ordered to·~tarid had~~l~ti#,:r otner. .boys· iii~~- , _on ~r q~ornia .convictif?n;:rO.~,':';['#eseofAmarillo m Texas)n 199~;. _ jucy iric:Hcted.binliaSt :irJ.oritn~oihf:~:. 
trial for allegedly molesting a 198o${and'se];).tbfmfortherapy;. · clilld:~o-uSe. · · .. , · >::::.--::~~::::flflicialssai$c. ··. · .. ·.. ·:. ' - .fo~·analti:W'boy·apsa-c'red\1~~:;" 
boy, now age 24, as recentlY aS WeJi)pe:,iias .been J:i"particu4. ' '- ,uUii.derTe:x-as Iiiw;because:ne:>;,:J sa.tazarwas apartshptieSt at Heart parish" fn: Phoel~Pc. :rtllmhk'r'~ 
1995 - a year within the new Iarly':~fr9ubiesome C!lSe for' :the h!is P.-iJ>ri:ot convic~lgh for, a ·se~1~:,-~):le 'Church of. the Hozy Spirit in July' 1984 to May 1985; .said ·Bill:'>:_;~ 
windowofprosecution. · ~Q~I?J;lf.{;:;:M:jili.o:oy :has '~.aid· crin:i:~PJ:-.. Caiit'ornia,it.'SaJifereiJ,fO:~::,~, Texas, until April 2002 FitzGen:ild; spoke.Srri.a,rt for·thfi;,)"f'~ 

The Wleged victim came for- . thl?-tjl;~;ffe:·,.,e:tW~d :in ' reaSsigning' tence here,"' siiid Howard ~h.ic~:''~ij§.rhen he was forced ·out of the~ .. ' countyilistrict attor.p.ey:. '. ' ~ 'il:. L . 

. ward}as~ fall after publicity ~ver WerilP.~~~~hd of forcing him to·. ~on,_ a Dallas Co~ty a;;~t~~~~';:tmms~r.v by Bishpp. ,T '?h!l: ~anta. , Lovell faces a ppson~-~eim. o~t; .. , 
the' dismissal of charges, agamst . 'r.e~~~W;P~ •. ~ow a~ct;~sed of , distp.ct ~tto,p+ey;;.. .,, , . . ., , ,, <:~t:;,Jf.be diocese ?.Ut_ off :financial .as7 - five t.(l15 years at s~ntencmg, a~~•:' : . 
Wemp~ that he ~olested two mol~~®~t~~.\YOUths, was ~arced · SalaZ.ar;·.~!li!&;l;iS;:f!Iln;.yy~i;~g:J,l.tJk,'~IStanceforhiinmSeptemberaf- cordi;ngtotheplea: · · · . ·:r";~; 

. ·brothers :in the 1970s -:-- c:iim:~s. · to r~t}t.;}~'~i'j,p.:}~Q02 as the priest 1987.ofD1ole~~;tw~;P:~s.:.•.;~~:~~. ejl:.:{V.::ijer. the latest. WJeg!ltions, .. said: .· ·. In V.entur-.. -a. ,€amity;: .. C. );trlo~f"·t···: 
. too old: to prosecut~ l.in~er th_e scarl,~~~~C..~t~d: . , l3a,tld14,inhiSJr?n4qu~~~mf%i~~::fathy Lexa, diocese spokesc' R~~~z, 4.8; pleade~ gu,iltJ:'W?,>;-:~~ 

· liigh court Iuling: · IJe-ph~:ii;.evme, Wempe's at- · St: .Ji,ucy Ch1U"ch mLos'1Angel~s~t\i;~-Jl.Voman. · . . moles~mgtvio boys wiD.Je:s,ervmgt.,:r: ·: 
· Wempe is.charged with ~o~ tomey,insistst;ttattheaceuseris A: re~tered sex .oft'e!lde~'!_;h~ ·· · Blackri:J.onsai:ditwa~JliTtilla . at· ow: ~dy __ of P':UJidaiqpeS~'~i. 
lestingthe boybetween 1990 and trying, to avenge bjs brothers. ~:~erv'edn~arlY..tpreeyears of a: six'~. :. ,that Salazar met the man he. al- ~ Churchm.f?antaJ'aufufi:om;198g?.·-~· 

· 1995 ihrus ·car arid chapiiDn's of- In·Texas, the stakes are high . Y.eaiipmon·sentence, · ', " :< · ·' .,, legeqiy. assa:Uited Sept. ·;n a:s to 1993; Accotcimg .to his Jitt~£.;1,]:: _ 
. fice at Cedars-Sinai . Medical. for Salazar if _he is convicted of · -~ ·After he· was · assigue.ct to 'a they stayed at the Days IIin _inlr~ ney,.James•Farley, he {,iec~ciedtQt~P:: 
· • Center .. He wa8 ass;gned ·there sexually. ~¥,saulting· 3D 18-year- .. chui:Cfl~IWl' .l'f.ey;r. . IYiexico' ::tr¢il.t•;: :·, \Tihg,' T~as; for a wed(ling. T.h!l plead.gQiltyto spare the, v,ic~!l(~ 
.. byCardinalRogetM; Mahony8f- old AililUillo.college student. Sa- ·Pieht fucili:tyfor sextiallY"B:bl:'isive,-_.. assal;llt allegedly occurred about from te:Stityiiig. _... . - : '•, . . .. -~~~c~ I . '· ...... ··;#,, 
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··s«!i~:~ .. ~-~~-::~ ·Of 
'Wempe's atfuhieys; -also · ex­

:··· pres~d sui:Pris.'e'.:_ · · . : :· ;.<·_··: · -· :: 
"'.ain shoctred.I c'annothelil 

:·butb6~idp~_o!tlie~gof.·.' 
th"!'e. allegations alter the Su­
_preme court deciSion," he said, 

(SuPrlesVD!l• B10] 
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rqr®.e· BUteau 3smattlie ~e · ed\ 'liilllil :tlie ~c · ... · e.; char es ohl . · MeXl.co: treatrtient''f!i:cilit t·a.fter/- :vma e ati,Sn:otst: 
:'.~~~~~asJl~~e~tb.~-a.~p:s~~~-; . rg~~~~lab,liS_~ ~~t ~:PP~»~.a:: i¥8.ue~atiqns ~tl.i~\jpaq~L41iei: .. )they ~~Rreit~s ,~tit~ 
; wm. ~ :1,990; We1npe was a f$lily arter 1~88.• · ' .. · ... ,, ~ '"'' ,, :·J'•:< . · ·tteattnent,·MaliOilY.s~d;.ext;>'ert~,, . fqrth wasca:mpl}.g tli; 
. ' ftierid;''the VicB:ni to1d author~ .. '":' Wempe's. accuser. told sher- · .•. told ~hiiri '.that Weilipe 'could l:le· ' -Victnrui Wempe w. 
,~t~s.~W~o-~egeQ.lY ¥oleste~Jilin . itts · investigators tliat·. h~ ~a.s ·· tmste\1 to v:orkiri:~:IiJa~~·~~ll.- .• ' ini()les~n~_~:rl~¥::;~ti;. ~-~ . 

·,,! 

. m11 .. car alid.'the <;l!a:p.lalp.'s. office,· , too · asham.e~ .to come . forward. . out access t() cWJ.dl;c:u~;;~cll: as a :; '> ":Lamaus~i~q &qJ,TY: .... d to 
':S<;qj;~,~~:·!'lie;i:riail..was·not. i:i. :_·eatlic:lf'tleciillile J;ie bi;iliev~d.th~( .. ·jailorhospitSl.:Milio?Y,~~:he, · •ii!tPi>~n,•,y?W ¥l<l\N•i ._ .. :,~ese·. 
patitm,:t;:...!'lt:the hospital at the.. /~e!J}pe wo~d be COfi;ViCt!ld 8Jjd yvas unaw!lXe that, Ce,dm~ hag a . kinqs : of . : ~gs ;:hi=J.J?p¢~ed;" 

··•:tirii.e;f'S·t?: .. •. : · ·:·:···•·• .. ·. ·/·y_ •.• ··:. :. $entenced <;ni the .. testimony·~~- .. pediatriC} linit::l\{a,hc;)ey srudhe .Wimlpe~smq,~er.:h,e;Jw· .,e •. · . 
· ::; Tll:i(61).¢gea .Victitq; wno wa8' :. thtwthet:Victilils," f?cott!sf4~0· \ .· !. :did not re:iioitthe atiusl;l allega- ·:leased th~loJiq\v.i:pg · · -· 'pt · 
, n~t' :1a~n.¥eo; '!JY. .. a.~tM~tJ.es,: ... > ·,': ced¥~~s~· ·-ofii~~:' 'S:iiq · .• ~nsto ppltcaunt~·.l~~i#~;Ite· , •. haPPY: tlllit Wsf~~en: .. 
. :came ·rorw~lidafl;et: the SUprertre. , theyfiistlearned ofabuse allega• : . ·said he thought a therapiittwho. . · ' · ::Wempe~s-J: chute 

· ~aii~:,,ra-r~~~.;~li-~1·(£!:~' 
ciSion .voided ~ state Ia.w that . :l:ltthedtbere were nci compl<'liuts ' · arrest ' Showed.·· how"•1;h~ ·, t:A -,: , dqcum.ents~re~ecr.· . . ~or ,cla.iinS of misconduct feg!ird~ ;,, ,Arehdiilcese ac,ited:li,k~'-:(;he; Bp~" · caj;iQ:O,g be(' . . . . .. 

f--'-_,_..,~..,...:..-'-'"--'-.,....._..,_..,..___,..,.--'"-,_c...,., iilg ·Father.· Weptpe .. dUrilig t~e : : ::t!}D;; )\rch<ij.ocese·· unqe~·· t,6:p:iler·..- d,als \anti··: 
time he wi.;3 'a.S~gneli by ·LA•: · Citr.diii,al :Be'mard'·:Uifo/;A>tratili~· · <'\VoUldVio1aW~he#' 

~ ... ~·------..-...· Archdiocese to. the hospital/' i remrig ·P'edopJrlle.i:v.tliq~;~~oiiti:P.~: .!<,;::):.;68 ~itigeies:i ' 

\~:U~~;~~~~~-~~e:~~eside~t' .... ·,~r~;;~~~~~4{¥£.l~~~:·;~~~t~~\~~ •.. , .. 
' •. ~iiliPIJ.Y1orced.Wempe to .re~. were readirig.ftomthe ~f!tne::op~ ~; jfup()nan~~:ofong? 
tire last. year''trom' the eeams :; · emting manuill," s3J¢ti~eB.!l~i;F. -~, Witl!. ;the,.-lf's[A-hgel 
cbapia:lilcy and ftonl the. active ' fofth;, 33/• an. aJiegea!:Victl:i:ii;,o{ :ceserell'itlv6t9 rep()' .. · 
,c~ergy,. along with sii. oth~~ ac-: ·~. Wert;~pe qill1tig .th$'.-1.97o~;·~~ey. ;· ~13:ve~~~~ii~:·A¥ ,··. ~~~i:i.#:9pfi · 

.~~~-=;;;;~~·~'!,:.~ . cused priests, as he retroactively; . ~crificed YoUI1g people.JO,·:tlleS,e . qfpnes~s;aJ.:>.u~g:chijQtetg'fic<::·· 

... ·. . :. , . . . . , . , : .. { . ,' ':) . ::._ ·. ;: ':,, · .. -···.·.:; ..• :·~.:t,:•.-.•. ··:.~.-.-.~.·.·. ·.i.~,·.·.'.!.:i.·.·_·:.\''._:.·_: __ {····.··.\.-~,'- ·.:_;:, ... ~_.::_,_._::~_-:-.;i~\:J<i~\~{~~:•.;~',i,:i,;r/.:i····.:.·.·.:_._~.· __ ; ..•. ,.~· 
£-:-7-'C-,~•-,•:"~~~~-, :·•-,·.--"-_-·r·····;' .. ;.;.;~~:.· -~~·~.,:_; ---- •. · --- - - -- '/·:~;~~;~_~[~;,~,{·,;~-.'~_. ·· · 

., .~:.· ~;_.; ; . '· 

;::-. ; ; ~.: : i·i'' : i i ' . ' . 
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GENARO MoLlNA Lu.t AnQeiU timer 
IENTENCED: lletiredpriestMichael Wempe smiles at JUdge CUrtis B. Rappe as he is talcen away. 
le got the maximum sentence but has served about 600 days, so he will be in prison about a year more. 
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Priest Gets 
3Yearsin 
Molestation 
Michael Wempe's case, 
. the first major trial in 
the L.A. Archdiocese's 
sex abuse scandal, ends 
as settlement talks with 
hundreds continue. 
By .TESSICA GA:&RISO}f 
AND JONATHAN ABRAMS 
Times StajfWrlte-rJ 

Apedophileprlestwhom Ga:r­
dlna!Rogllr M.Mahonyretumed 
to the m1nlstry after learning of 
hls interest in children was sen­
tenced to three yeru:s in prison 
Friday, brlnging to a close Los 
Angeles' first high-profile trlal 
since the church's abuse scandal 
exploded four years ago. 

Father Michael Edw:in 
Wempe, 66, was led into court in 
handcu.trs and sat expressionless 
ln hls brown county jailjmnpsuit I 
as JUdgll CUrtis B. Rappe told 
hlm he woUld have to register as 
a sex offender for life because of 
his conviction for molesting a 16-
year-old boy. 

The retired prlest agreed not 
to appeal or seek a new trlal. In 
exchan!lll. the cllstrtct atinrney's 
office will not retry hlm on four 
other counts of molestation that 
hls jury was unable to decide. 

He was given the mrudmum 
sentence, but has already served 
about 600 days and so will be in 
prison for only about a year more 
- a sentence that some of his 
victims said was far too short. 

Wempe has admitted to sexu­
ally abusing 13 boys during W. 
36-yearcareerintheLosAngeles 
Archdiocese, but he could be 
trled only for molesting a single 
boy because the other crimes 
were too old. In the cunent case,· 

he had denied abusing the 
younger brother or two men he 
had acknowledg11d molesting as 
youths. 

"At long last, you will be intro· 
duced to some measure of jus­
tice,' the older brother of the vic­
tim in this case told Wempe 
during the sentencing hearing. 
He and other victims who testl­
ned also had harsh words for the 
archdiocese and Mahony. 

"If the archdiocese had done 
the right thing .•. I would have 
been spared years of despon­
dency1" he added. J'Eecause of 
this, they bear as much respon­
sibility for your crimes as you 
do." 

Wempe's hair and bearo were 
scrufi'y aod he appeared much 
thinner than duringW. February 
trlal. In the probation report 

[See Priest, Page B10] 
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Molesting :Q 
[Priest, from Page Bt] p~~ilecutions; 
submitted during sentencing, of- ' On Friday, :t'\, T•m'lriA'<: ;;,t.1 
ficials ·noted· that the ·. r~tiied Leonard 
priest is a diabetic who had open .. priest woUld 
heart surgery in 1999 . and takes · of -remorse or ·adcl.rE!sS' th~)l•Qilli; 
daily medication. The report inanyway.bec.:am;e.clfciVJl;,J.iti@.~ 
also said Wemjle has b!len taking tiort pendirtg' against Lll!10i~>• f:••t:,c;. '·''· 
Prozac for three years "to calm· OutSide .. the' :···ion'•1n't'h,-;mf' 

his nerves."· · ·Devine again · 
Wempe' did not testify' at his priest had cmnnlitted uu"·"''>U<G. 

trial, but in his probation report, . for which he was COllvi•cted; 
officers wrote that he had.said .$ince· 1986; 
"this case has not only hurt him, chael has not mo•les1ted ~r·.""\U~·· 
but it has hurt the priesthood." victuals. There 

· ·"He related that he does not gations except for the 
want to hurt the priesthood and· 'who came forward; 
he does .not want to hurt the the evidence was a!llllll>>t:;rierle·RYt 
cliirrch," t}le report said. dispute ·that alltlgatio1t1; lplitiTJY•Ef 
· The trial focused renewed at- · accept the jury's 

tention on the cardinhl's han- • sentence and wiJ,l move on,&,; ,,, , .. 
· di:ii:iir of molesting priests. Ma- But Wempe's victims ~a.f4~:~ll~\,: 

ho:izy sent Wempe to therapy in ·.sentence was far:toO:\Ieruerit•:!. 
1987 after dou):lts arose about his given the pain he has ca,~ec:}i·:nn'fil 
qu~stionable • behavior, but al- · · "I am here: today tbtel!',yoy, c'i 
lowed him~ remii.in a priest un- how orte man -"- MicliaelWeffipl!!';~ ; 
til 2002 w:Lthout warnihg parish- .-has damaged'. , ; our f~ilii ;~i:' 
ioners .. The therapy came more· · a wbole," testifiedthelliothe~di<'1 

· tlian20 years after Weinpe was two ofWempe'&victirrts.':Sher&''l' 
ordained and more than 15 years· called how he entered theiflives:>. ~ 
after hiS. fii:st admitted. victims. the year her husba.n~:~eii;,~a:'• 
.entered his life. . then took advantage ofli,eradlt$;~'· ; 

Archdiocese spokesman Tod· Turning .to Wempe,·sfie(sm(:l}\~ 
Talnberg said Friday the church "You have giVen so :rriuCh'.gpef·' ·· 
hoped "that thiS conviction and . and misery to us; and we ~;tiiiii ~ 1 

Eientencing brings some me amite · one·ramiJY." , ,. : ., ,· ..•. · • ;: 'iiW'+V~l)rf}fi,:}: .. 
· ofh~g to.Jiis victims". , ' .: . Wempe s;;tL expre~siqi:il~s¥~; 

He added that the "archdio- and did .not•.make eye ~b.tit~¢t.t<i 
cei:;e hfis expre~sed remorse and with any of the spe~ers:-B~t Jii.s ··' 
asked for forgiveness •for.miS- sister, whofaithfullysattl!f~ugm· •• 
takesit:niadeindeallilgwithFa- the trial, got.up and:l~J:'l;.;,~li,e~·.;.~ 
ther Wempe." ..... · ..• . •. ·> '> eourtroom at that point;: ;,:;,c:(:;'t•.iH1 · 

·. Wempe's trialcoiiies a& attar- . .:Prosecutor Todd mcj{si~sa!d'•r,: 
. neys'for the ·aichdlocese, k'e fu. · .. he did not:klloWwhere W~~e::1 

. settlement talks With mo~e than wouid serve his trr.Ue; Th~~ .. a.~~~~ts; 
5~0 people suin!{ the 'chtlrch)br inination will be IJUtdeiri th : '' . • \I 
f;:rlling to protect . them• fro~ few weekS by.the sta.~~p. 

~ aquse by priests:·: • ! · · >' ' < inent of CorroC.tiq:hS ai:i4''\ 
. . $uch· a/settle:iri~nt :Probably bilitation., · ........ , ,.,,., ···•· , , .. 
would reach into the hundreds of . In Massachusett!l;o'de . 
millions of dollars and break re-~ pedophile 'priest Jobit df . .. ' 
cords. . · . !.. : · - despite being Lin pr()tectiV,e•: 
· ~.Tb.ec;:LSealsomarked'th{d'ltst custody """ wa.S'.murdetedi(.fr,fr 

ti.ille that victims of a: serial .o prison py all. inmate who said he' . 
aouser came into open coUrt to · . had been abused' as ~:(ch.il.d.'' .,~;~:;C 

· testify. Prosecutors • had filed · After . servilig · ... ··· his'Ef ')titiig·c 
cases against nearly a dozen ~OS .. Wempe's probation -report; sriy~} ~;. 
Angeles priests in 2003; b).lt they he plans t\) retUrn to hiS:coh,c1o"C: · 
were . dismissed when the ·U.s. mihium in seiil. Beadiwhete h8 ' 

1 
Supreme Court struck down. a cares for his aging mother,:.::Ht:J:c•', 
state law that had lifted the stat- still has a $1,500 monthly pensiOn' ' 
ute' of fuintations for child abuse from the church.. . . i·i' ; ''\+ 

. ;:i:;_.c~D1 
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