
LEO CHARLES KOPPALA-TIMELINE 

 

 

 

4/19/1966 Born in Kallambedu, T.N. India 

1979  St. John’s Minor Seminary, Nellore, India (LK-000063) 

1985  St. Paul Seminary, Nuzvid, India (LK-000063) 

1986  Saint John Major Seminary, Dondadaba, India (LK-000063) 

1989  Saint John School, Allur, India (LK-000063) 

1990  Saint John Major Seminary, Hyderabad, India (LK-000063) 

4/29/94 Ordained, Diocese of Nellore, India (LK-000063) 

1994-1995 Co-Director, Regional Catechist Training Centre, Nellore, India (LK-000046) 

1995-1996 Assistant Parish Priest, Besthavaripet, India (LK-000046) 

1996-1997 Parish Priest, Amencherla, India (LK-000046) 

1997-2002 Master of Fine Arts, Trichy, T.N. (LK-000046) 

2002-2003 Diploma in Roman Liturgy, Bangalore, India (LK-000046) 

2003-2004 Spiritual Director, Sagara Sangam, India (LK-000046) 

2004-2005 Director of Gypsy Children, Mariarani, India (LK-000046) 

2007  Traveled to Egypt, Jordan and Israel in May 2007 (LK-000047) 

2005-2008 Parish Priest, Duvvur Parish, India (LK-000046) 



5/6/08 Letter from Moses D. Prakasam, Bishop of Nellore Diocese, India, to Bp. Bernard 

Harrington, Diocese of Winona. Koppala will serve in the Winona Diocese for 

three years and requesting the necessary documents for Koppala’s visa. (LK-

000135) 

5/8/08 Letter from Harrington to Prakasam thanking him for sending Koppala to Winona 

and that they will assemble the necessary documents for his visa. (LK-000044) 

6/13/08 Letter from P.J. Thompson, Diocese of Winona Chancellor, to Anne Marie 

Gibbons, Senior Attorney with Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc. 

enclosing Koppala’s R-1 Visa, a check and stating Koppala will receive an 

assignment upon arriving in the United States. (LK-000123) 

9/26/08 Bishop Prakasam to Bishop Harrington instructing to pay Diocese of Nellore for 

Koppala’s service in Diocese of Winona.  (LK-0006) 

9/29/08 Associate Pastor, Resurrection, Rochester MN 

1/6/10 Administrator Saint Peter and Paul, Blue Earth and Saint Mary’s in Winnebago, MN (LK-

00032-33; 00091-92) 

  Orphan and Poor Children’s fund for Diocese of Nellore (LK-000136)  

7/23/11 Letter from Bp. Prakasam to Koppala extending his services in Winona through 

May 31, 2013. (LK-000088) 

10/13/11 To Whom It May Concern from Bp. Quinn giving Koppala permission to return 

to India for two weeks to visit his mother who is seriously ill and hospitalized in 

Chennai, India. (LK-000071) 

5/14/12 Letter from Bp. Prakasam to Koppala extending permission to work in Winona 

until June 30, 2014. (LK-000066) 

11/15/12 Koppala permanent resident status approved. (LK-000069) 

6/7/13  Koppala abuses 11 y/o girl in Blue Earth, MN. 

6/8/13  Koppala arrested in Blue Earth, MN for second-degree criminal sexual conduct. 

6/10/13 Koppala placed on leave by the Diocese of Winona. A representative of the 

Diocese indicated that no other allegation of this nature involving Rev. Koppala 

has been received by the Diocese.  (LK-00062) 

 

6/12/13 St. Mary’s parishioner email to Monsignor Colletti stating previous problems with 

prior priests at the parish.  (LK-00020-21) 

6/12/13 Deacon Fortini to Monsignor Colletti wondering if the procedure for foreign 

priests was followed with Koppala.  (LK -00058-60) 



6/12/13 Email from Bp. Prakasam to Msgr. Colletti stating he’s sorry to learn about 

Koppala. He hopes Colletti received his previous mail in response to the 

information Colletti provided to him. Prakasam requests they give all legal 

support and help to Koppala to “come out of this problem.” He asked Koppala’s 

brother, Fr. A.S. Savio who works in the Jackson Diocese to visit him.  

6/14/13 Louise Blissenbach, LICSW, reports Koppala admitted kissing.  Bishop Quinn 

and Monsignor Colletti met with interested parish people.   (LK-00015) 

6/16/13 Email from A.S. Savio, Koppala’s brother, to Colletti in response to Colletti’s 

email from 6/12/14. Savio thanks Colletti for spending time with him and the 

Bishop and he hopes the lawyer Koppala has will prove him innocent.  

7/8/13    BCA opens Koppala computer and finds: Homemade pornographic videos; clip 

art posters stating “Sometimes you just want to break the law.” 

“According to Koppala’s case file, there were several instances that people 

brought forward concerning unwanted physical contact initiated by the 

defendant.”  7-21-13 Faribault County Register (LK-000056-57) 

7/22/13 Bishop Quinn writes to Koppala at Mount Carmel Hermitage in Houston, MN, 

accepting his resignation from parishes in Blue Earth and Winnebago.  (LK- 

00054-00055) 

Undated “Boundaries for Fr. Leo Charles to follow: let Fr. David or Sr. Rosemary know 

where he is going and where he is at all times; not to walk outside hermitage 

grounds; he can celebrate private Mass in the Chapel of his house at the 

Hermitage; no dressing as a cleric; no public ministry; can do manual labor in 

caring for the Hermitage; no visitors without permission.” (LK-000136) 

10/13/13 Vicar General Msgr. Colletti visits Koppala at Mount Carmel Hermitage 

investigating whether Koppala sent $20K back to India.  (LK-00007 & LK-

00010) 

10/16/13 Memo from Colletti to Quinn stating a family from St. Francis who Father Steve 

Peterson knows, revealed Koppala asked their mom for help for the poor and she 

wrote out two checks for $10,000 each in Father Leo’s name. Colletti says he will 

ask Koppala about it. (LK-000053) 

10/30/13 Colletti notes about meeting with Koppala who claims the money was sent to his 

home diocese to help with schools and orphanages in India. He did not have 

written documentation of this. (LK-000007) 

1/8/14 Bishop Quinn to Cardinal Mueller at CDF.  Father Koppala released from custody 

and currently under supervision of the Hermits of Mount Carmel, Houston, MN. 

(LK-00002) 



2/15/14 Congregation Doctrine of the Faith Protocol informing them of Koppala’s arrest 

in Minnesota. # 100/2014 – 45801 (LK-000001-000002) 

3/17/14 Alford Plea to second degree sexual conduct with a child. Koppala sentenced to 

25 years supervised probation and ordered to register as a sex offender. Koppala 

taken into custody by the Department of Homeland Security. 

3/31/14  Permanently removed from the Diocese of Winona.  

5/14/14 Koppala deported to New Delhi, India. 

 


