Kuisle, Michael Joseph 6/2/40 6/25/16 Rochester. Minnesota
Name Date Ordained Date of Birth Place of Pirth Parlsh at Ordlnation
o _ Edward Catholic Catherine (0'Mahoney) Catholic
Baptlsm " Father's Namc & Rellglon Mother's Malden Name & Rellgion Helght Welght

St. Mary's, Winona

Studles Elementary s Secondary College or Military

St. Paul Seminary, St. Paul

Seminary : G. A. Theol. A. Best Sublect Class Ranpk
. 2 St. Mary's .
Graduate Swdles Academlc Degrees Languages
Winona Most Rev. Francis M. Kelly
Place: of Ordination Trelate
Tunlor ¢ C‘l;rx_y Exams - Eccleslasticol ilonars
Date Adm. of Extern Incardinated? If so. Date Original Djocese or Order Rescripts
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First pastorate, Appoinied o Rushford (COURIER 6/22/47)

Transferred'from St. Francis de Sales Church Claremont to St.
Peter's Church, Hokah (COURIER 7/26/56)

To be pastof of the EBhurch of the Crucifixion at la Crescent
(COURIER 6/24/65)

Bernard's Church, Stewariville

Appointed pastor of St,
; (COURIER 8/13/70)

t. Bernard's ghurch because of ill

Resigns position as pastior of
(COURIER 8/26/71)

health, effective Septembder 1, 1971

Died December 21, 1971

Born June 25, 1916, Rochester Township
Graduated-St, Mary's College 1936
Theology, St. Paul Seminary, 1936-L40

1040

Crdained by Bishop Xelly, June 2, .
Winena,lQ40-43;5t. Francis,

4ssistant, St. Thomas Pro-Czthedral,
Rochesier, 1943-47
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KUISLE, FATHER MICHAEL J.

First pastorate, Appointed to Rushford (COURIER

Transferred from St. Francis de Sales Church, Claremont to St
Peter's Church, Hokah (COURIER

To be pastor of the Ehurch of the Crucifixion at La Crescent
(COURIER

Appointed pastor of St. Bernard's Church, Stewartville
(COURIER

Resigns position as pastor of St. Bernard's Lhurch because of

health, effective September 1, 1971 (COURIER

Died December 21, 1971

Born June 25, 1916, Rochester Township
Graduated-St. Mary's College 1936
Theology, St. Paul Seminary, 1936-40

Ordained by Bishop Kelly, June 2, 1940

6/22/47)
7/26/56)
6/24/65)
8/13/70)

111
8/26/71)

Assistant, St. Thomas Pro-Cathedral, Winona,1940-43;St. Franecis,

Rochester, 1943-47
Home~RR 2, Simpson

MKO000002



PHONE 2435-32 ONE OF THE OLDEST CHURCHES IN
SOUTHERN MINNESOTA, CORNER
STONE OF PRESENT EDIFICE LAID

IN 1839,

Bt. Bridgets Qhurch

Simpson, Minnesats

This Is To Gertify, Edward Kuisle and Catherine Mahoney,

Were Married In $t,Bridget's Church,Simpson, Minn.
On The 8th.Day Of O¢tober In The Year Of 1912 with Rev.5.J.

Condron Offlclating-Wiltnesses Were Jerimiah Mahoney ana

- Ellen Mahoney.
(Copisd From St.Bridget's Church Records)

ﬁw ﬂg _,f @Mf"“?’ 21 /Past.or-
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Certificate |
3

jz Baptismal

Church of __St. Bridgset, Simpson, Minn

Che Bernrds of this Church certify, e date of July “th 18316

ta the Buptism nf Michasl Joseph Kuisle , born June 25th 19 16
of___ Edward Kuisle and Catnerine ianoney
Haid Record s signed by Rew._ S.J.Condron
with sponsors, Dennis Shanahan Mrs Michael Mahoney
Ren, % -f /,%ym &)
CHURCH SEAL
HERE
fate Sept.8th-1836
The Abovs Michael Jesenh Kuisle Was Confirmed at St.Brid_ets Church
By Rt.Rev.F.M¥.Kelly,D.D. on August 7th.-1328 BT S —
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Church of The Crucifixion

407 So. 2nd Street
La Crescent, Minnesota 55947

School Rectory
Area Code 507 Area Code 507
895-4721 895-4720

August 11, 1965

Most Rev. Edward A. Fitzgerald DD
Bishop of Winona

275 Harrlet Street

Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

A speclal meeting of the Crucifixion School Board was called at LaCrescent in the
Crucifizion School on Tuesday eveming, August 10th, The meeting was called to
dbscuss the problem of lack of class room because of the large enrollment for
1965-66 in the first grade of Crucifixion School. To take care of this first
grade class two rooms would be necessary, and only one was available.

Rumors had reached the members of the school board that a large percentage of
the last year's seventh grade class were planning to register this year at the
new LaCrescent high school, which 1s set up as a Junior-Senior high school.
The parents of all those students, thirty five in number, were contacted
personally and were asked what were their desires and plans with regard to
this year's education of those children. Only three parents were found who
wished to send their children to Crucifixion to school. Several reasons

were advanced: for four of them the Principal bhad informed the parents
that they did not want the child in school because of disciplinary problems
(apparently there were many disciplinary problems in that grade last year, with
many teachers through the year; an extra-ordinary turnover); many offered the
new school with its enlarged curriculum and teaching aids as a reasonm; the
athletic and phyeical fitness program was advanced by some; the old argument
about the crowded condition of the Catholic Schoolj the plea for more
masculine influence on the boys of that age group; some had no reason except
that they felt it would be better for the child to begin the high school

before the ninth grade.

After discussion it was decided that with the majority of that group attending
school only under duress if they did come, and with the desire for the parents

of the lower grades that their children be admitted to the Catholic school

(many of the parents of those eighth graders also have first graders), that it
would be better this year to permit the eighth grade to enroll at LaCrescent

High School, and to provide for them a good CCD program, It was felt that

even if the 8th grade this year did not attend Crucifixion that it would he 2 simple
matter next year to retain for 8th grade those who are 7th this year, because they
already are in our school, if circumstances should so change that we wioudlld have

adequate room,

A contact with the principal of LaCrescent High School reveals that at the present
they have adequate room for these youngsters, but that if they attend there 1t will
be necessary for the public school to cut off all other non-resldent registrationsg,

Respectfglly,in_gﬁyigu’ 45/
ity | Sl edte

Rev. Michael J " Kuisle
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September 7, 1965

Reverend Michael J. Kuisle
Chuxrch of the Crucifixion
La Crescent, Minnesota

Dear Father Kuisle,

' _ - 1 was sorry to hear of the apparent need to dis-
continue the eighth grade at Crucifixion School for the
coming year, I .sincerely hope that this is only & temporary
measure.and tlat next year we may have at least the full
grade school course, " . 2

: I trust that you will be able to organize success-
.fully the catechetical instructions for the high school
students as soon as the classrooms are available. This.ex-
periment is extremely important and needs the faithful
. guidance and.regularity if it is to succeed and bring to
the students a fuller realization of the importance of re-
ligious instruction in connection with their other classes.

I would suggest that a school board of five memberg~-
three from.la Crescent and two from Hokash--shoul constitute
the governing board, particularly in regard to the development
and financing of the project, I have approved of St. Peter's
of Hokah assuming the responsibility for the salaries of the
two School Sisters of Notre Dame who have been assigned to
this school. The balance of the cost of operation, including
the payment for the school itself and its maintenance, will
be the responsibllity of Crucifixion Parssh according to an
understanding which I have had with when {t
was first projected. .

With kindest regards, I remaln

Sincefgiy youxs in Christ,

Bishoﬁ of Winona

MK000144
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Rpril 16, 1966

His Excellency Most Heverend. Egidio Vagnozzi, D,D.
3339 Massachusetts Avenue N,W.
Washington, D, c, .

Tour Excellency:

As a result of my strong convictions regarding
certain of the works of -
have come under Strong persorial attack, much of
it slanderous, by members of the Catholic diety.

On April 15, 1966 in the Church of The Crucifixdon
School in the Village of La Crescent, Minnesota,
: . told her 7th grade class that "She
had read "Black Like Me" and found absolutely
nothing wrong with it", -This obviously represented
an approval to the children of this type of litera-
ture. She further entered into a polling of the
class, asking each student what thev thoueht of

I am not a Catholic. However; I do hold to the
“basic unalterable truths of morality and reject

the concepts of the relativity of morality and its
relationship to the Christian Church.

I beseech you to intervene in,this matter so as to
preserve the basic laws and principles on which the
family unit and our culteral progress is formed.

Respectfully Yours,

¢c: His Holiness Pope Paul, Vatican City, Italy
' Bishop Edward 4. Fitzgerald, Winona, Minnesota
Father Knisla. [a Crescent, Minnesoty
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3339 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE
WasnamcTon, D, C. 20008

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

No 2010/66

THIS NO, BHOULD BE PREFIXED TO THE ANSWER

April 21, 1966

Most Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald, DD
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota 55987

Your Excellency:

Recently, this office received a letter of
complaint from .
I am enclosing a copy of the same.

I am not familiar with the merits of his
appeal nor with the alleged circumstances to which he makes
reference. Hence, any information or comment that Your Ex-
cellency would provide which would assist me in giving

a suitable reply will be very much appreciated.

With sentiments of esteem and every best

wish, I remain

Since@eliy/yours in Christ,

Apostolic 1:-:16:%’v
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April 25, 1966

His Excellency ;.
. The Most Reverend Egidio Vagnozzi
- Apostolic Delegate

3339 Massachusetts Avenue, N. W,
Washington, D. C, : :

Your Excellency,

I have at hand your letter of April 21, No, 2010/66,
in regard to a complaint sent to you by a ’
of in this Diocese. I do not know this gentleman
personally, but I have heard considerable about him through the
newspapers since he 1s presently engaged in a legal suit against
. the clty of La Crosse where the latter was

scheduled to speak,

- The appearance of ' or elsewhere
(as-far as I know) is not connectéd with the Catholic Church in
any -way although I believe he is 'a Catholic. I do not know any-
thing specific about his lecture but, of course, it has aroused
many comments in regard to the race question,

' 1 am not aware of comments in regard to the book made
by ) - .1 bhave not read the book myself,
but I have had many reputable people tell me they have found
nothing wrong with it. Whether or not it should be recommended
to grade school children is perhaps a debatable point but one in

which I do not personally intend to intervene.

I do not know just what ‘type of answer you might give
3ince I do not know him and I am sure that he does
not ‘speak for any appreciable numbér of the community. I am
sorry that I cannot give you any additional help in answering your
letter, a copy of which he also has sent me.

Thanking you for calling my attention to this matter,
I remain a

Sincerely yours in Christ,

] W
Blshop of Winona MK000147



April 26, 1966

Dear

I.am sorry to hear certain rumor and also reports of
statements that you have made in the classroom in the presence
of the children concerning a certain book and certain individual
pereon in . I regret very much to hear these rumors
and to hear these reports because we should never mention any
individual person in any of our conversations with anyone; that
is lack of charity, .

If you have done these things, I txust that you will
cease immediately from discussing this matter at any tine end in
any place and with anyone. .

. I regret very much thatfthe matter has been sent to
Rome and to the Apostolic Delegate,

1 zm not passing judgment on any matters, but I see no
reason for & continuation of any personal attacks or even answers.
I sincerely hope that I shall not hear any more rumors which ap-
parently have been carried from your classroom by the children
who have perhaps misunderstood what you said, but it is not
necessary to discuss this matter eny more.

I trust that Harmony may take place in . not
only among Catholics but among onr seperated brethren as well,
This is a word of caution and advice, and I am sure that you will

accept it.

I am sending & copy oF this letter to Father Kuisle so
that he will be Informed of the fact that has been
to see me and has sald that unlesg these things cease and desist
there will be legal action, which 1 assure you is his right if
he has proof thet he had beenmligned and libeled.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishép of Winona
e MK000148



April 26, 1966

Bishop Edward A. Fitzgerald
275 Harriet Streetl
Winona, Minnesota

Dear Bishop Fitzgerald:

Further to our conversation of this morning, I wish to
relate to you the facts as they occured at the Crucifixion
Parochial School in the Village of La Crescent, Minnesota.

in her class on religious instruction on
April 15, 1966 stated to her children that she had read
the book "Black Like Me" and saw absolutely nothing wrong
with it. May I bring your attention to the fact that this
constituted an irrevocable endorsement on the part of
to a highly impressionable .group. May I further quote

to you from Page 57 of "Black Like Me": "Goddam, it's a
free sonofabitching country."; Page 75 "Goddam nigger-loving,
Jew-loving, communist son-of-a-bitch"; Page 85 "the same
sterotyped image of the Negro as.an inexhaustible sex machine
with oversized genitzls and a vast store of experiences,
immensely varied."; Page 86 "and presupposed that in the
ghetto the Negro's life is one of marathon sex with many
different partners, open to the viéw of all%; Page 100 "He
told me how all of the white men in the region craved colored
girls. He said he hired a lot of. them both for housework
and in his business. "And I guarantee you, I've had it in

every one of them before they ever got on the payroll."...
" "Why hell--everybody does it. Don't you know that?",.."Well,
they sure as hell do. We figure we're doing you people a
favor to get some white blood in your kids."; Page 102 "I'll
tell you how it is here. We'll do business with your pecple.
Wetll sure as hell screw your women.'; Page 121 "You white
bastard, you ofay sonofabitch, what are you doing walking
these streets?"... "You black bastard, you nigger sonofabitch,
what are you doing walking these streets?" .

These are only a few of the obscenities contained in this book

in which says she sees nothing wrong. In addition
to this endorsement by she stated to her class
"That must be crazy'. She further asked her class

as to how many of them knew my’'son. Most of them did. She then
proceeded to have each of the children, after she had laid the
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ground work for defaming to tell the other
members of the class what they thought of , obviously
an effort to discredit him also. ' The entire situation was
an attempt to make a mockery of our name,

On April 18, 1966 removed one of her children
from class and very angrily and bitterly stated "You are a
little spy - are they paying you -to -spy on me?" and generally
shouted at the child in a manner very unbecoming a person of
the diety, and to the vpoint that the child ran from the school
to . The child was instructed, or ordered,
by "Don't you. tell your mother about this,™

It is interesting to note that in Cardinal Meyer's pastoral
letter on decency and modesty dated May 1, 1956, on Page 13
Cardinal Meyer said "The denial of original sin leads to a
completely false appraisal of the meaning of life. Such a
tragic denial for example, underlies much of the theory of some
progressive educators, and such a tragic denial is implicit in
- much of the ostrichlike approach: to the very real connection
between modesty and chastity, between unchaste thoughts and un-
chaste deeds, between the unchaste picture or book or dress or
film and these unchaste thoughts, desires and deeds."

Also, Cannon Law 1399, paragraphlé, I believe is very applicable
to the situation. ‘

Upon your investigation of this matter, I shall be very happy
to furnish you with all.the names of the persons who can testify
to the authenticity of these facts., I must demand at this time

that _ issue a public apology in the
(in a size equal to at least one-fourth of a page) retracting
all statements she has made about that she

publicly apologize for these statements and retract them at a
suitable number of masses at the Church of The Crucifixion so

as to completely undo the wrongs she has committed. In the
absence of this action on your part and hers, I shall be forced
to interpret your non-action as a complete rebuttal of my position
and shall be forced to take the necessary legal action in order
to collect damages for these wrong doings. .

Vervy trulv vours.
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April 27, 1966

Dear

I have at hand your letter of April 26 amplifying
on the conversation which we had the morning of April 26 at

the Chancery.

As I stated at the end of our conversatbn, I would
wake an investigation of the charges and the facts, but 1
cannot do so until I am furnished with the names of reputable

and reliable’ wltnesses.

I am sure that I: cannot and will not require any
public apology in the * at the present
time bave I prepared to ask a public apology at the Masses
in the Church of the Crucifixion since as far as I know and
- as far as your charges are concerned, her statements were

madé within the schoolroom.

I assure yoxi that I regret i1f any harm has come
to your reputation because’ of ‘anything which may have been
reported as stated by

Avaiting further word from you in regard to the
names of witnesses, I remain PR

Sincerely yours,

Bishop of Winona
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Church o/ the (E;ucgﬂhion

. Michasl J, Kulile, Poslor
Rov. Michasl J, Kula, Porle LA CRESCENT, MINNESOTA—55947

April 27 ,1966 ..

Phone £95-4720

Most Rev., Edward A, Fitagerald DD -
Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

‘T feel I should inform you of the true course of events which have
happened in LaCrescent, and which led up to the visiz which you
received from of LaCrescent.

is a known Tabble-rouser. He was particularily active
and violent in the village mayorality campaign last fall, and his
lies and half-fruths were almost diabolical in his attack on the
other candidate for the offite. He is an extreme
,‘member. I am convinced that his opposition to
is based more on his hatred of the Civil Rights Movement than on
the language which is found in the book.

He approached me zbout six weeks ago in an attempt to persuade me that
it is my moral duty as a religious leader of the community to join with
him in fighting the appearmnce of , and inm
opposition to permitting the children in the local high school to
read "Black Like Me". He at that’'time told me he planned to sue
. that he had sent his.son to buy a book at the high school
book store, and had the sales slip to prove that it was purchased
at the school. He demanded that I'should join with him in the suit
, against and in similar suits against the president of the
local school board and the school superintendant. T informed him
that I would have no part of it, and tried to reason with him that
he was making a mistake-- that if the book were wrong all he would
be accomplishing would be giving it publicity, The basis for
most of his argument was the statement which was supposed to have
been issued by the Waverly Council of the Knights of Columbus, which
statement has since been repudiated, but which is being.distributed
by {n mimeographed copies as being put out by the K of C.
Another basis tor his argument is the reprint of the same stuff that
apparently was somehow printed by mistake in the "“Green Bay Register’,
" which has alwo been repudiated. I guess he also has a couple of
“articles clipped from "The Wanderer"/ : .

Since . instituted his suit against

and his actions have been the subject of much public and privateg
discussion in the community. I feel that since he has projected himeslf
into the limelight he should expect .the cricicism and opposition which
any public figure expects, Ris.actions are "current events", and

as such it is hard for a teacher to avoid wuestions about him in class.
. He has filed for the school board,-and I am sure that if he by any
remote chance might be elected it would be almost the end of any
release time religious education in LaCrescent,
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Church o/ the Gruci/ixion

. Kuisl ]
Kovy Gilhedl £ il EReiss LA CRESCENT, MINNESOTA—55947

Phone B95.4720

Unfortunatelv. a member of - is
o , son of . , & member of Crucifixion
parish. This is the same who refuses to allow her
g to attend release period religious
instruction classes because the basic text which we use in that
class is "To live is Christ', which. attacks as
being perversive to youth, It is the same who publicly
-denounces the English in the Liturgy, and questions the authofrity
of the Church to intopduce it, It is the same . . who
refuses to attend Mass at the Church of the Crucifixzion, decause
"we commit a sacrilege of disrespect-to the Blessed Sacrament by
 distributing Communion to the people ‘standing", It is the same
with whom I have spent hours in vain raasoning trying
to confince her that the Fathers of. the Vatican Council knew
what the world needed, that the changes in the Church are not
Communist inspired, and that if she personally did not like them
she should at least be silent and rot try to destry the faith of
others, O '

went home one evening and told his motheer that
had no objections to their reading "Black Like Me", after

explained that the purpose of the book was the show the
.sad plight of the negro, and was not to simply intpoduce smutty .
language. also quoted to his mother that he had told
that wzs sueing because the book wes
corrupting his son, and he quoted saying that
---- . m@ust be crazy to have started that suit," He also told
his mother that asked ghat type of child the
as in en honest attempt to appraise the value of

-

suit against the author. .

immediately called i 6n the phone, asking him
to come to her house so - could tell him "What that gun at
Crucifixion was saying zbout him", - On the basis of that visit
wrote the letter .of which we received copies.

is one of the finest, kindest persons I have been
prifileged to know and work with, . The children in the entire school
love her and would do anything for Her. The parents are most
impressed with ber ability, with the way the children 1like her,

"~ and with how much she hzs done for our school, It would distress -
our parents (except if they knew that anyone was
attempting to cause trouble for her, It frightens me that a couple
of warped, biased minds can cause so much trouble with their lies
and haff truths, This seems to me a.greater danger to our way of
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G’-... e vy e N u.vl., Al
Rev, Michos! L. Xulile, Postor . Phone 898-4720
LA CRESCENT, MINNESOTA—55947

life and our American society than even communism; good has always
been attacked by lies and half-truths. I know that is very
much upset by the whole deal, and certainly will be very careful in

" the future about any mention of names.

I am generally regarded as pretty much of a conservative, but in this

matter I feel that was very.much in the right, I know anything
she did was in the best interests of the youngsters, and I hate to
have persecuting her. I feel that in her

’ found

thinking is very much like the woman whom
it necessary to excommunicate a few years ago.

.

‘Respectfully in Christ,
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April 29, 1966

Reverend Michael J. Kuilsle
Church of theCruclfixion
La Crescent, Minnesota

Dear Father Kuisle,

I thank you for your Qéry splendid letter of
April 27 with detailed information concerning the recent
eplsodes occurring in La Crescent. '

‘ I trust that mattérslmay adjust themselves satis-

- facbotily, It 1s necessary for us to have patience, of
" course, with those who have strong convictions contrary to
- our own. I.realize how difficult it is at times to deal
with unreasonable:people, but I guess such is our lot in
life.
' 1 sent you a copy of my letter to '

With kindest regards and best wishes, I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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Bishop Edward Fitzgerald
215 Harriot Street
Winona, Minnesota

Dear Bishop Fitzgerald;

The delay in wmy response to your recent letter hasg been
occasioned ty the press of my business activities.

There is no reason, at this point, to reveal the identity
of the children who witnessed the un-christian acts of stupid-
ity and hate committed by . One of the children
has already been subjected to the cruel intimidations of

I do not intend to structure a situation where more
are given like treatment. For a person dedicated te the word
of God she has shown little regard for her dedication, in
fact your actions to date place you in a similar category.

I must demand the form of public apology set forth in my

past correspondence. Failure on your part to sc accomplish
thig will necessitate the consideration of legal action for

damages.

Very truly yeurs,
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February 27, 1967

Reverend Michael J, Kuisle
Chureh of the Crucifixion
La Crescent, Minnesota

Dear Father Kuisle,

. It 18 with much regret and sorrow that I have
heard some well verified reports that you have falled to
observe the promise you made to Almighty God and to me a
few years ago in regard to the use of liquor. I had hoped
in apointing you to the large and growing parish of Cruci-
fixion that you would realize your raespomsibility and avoid
that which you know, as well as I and averyone else who
knows you, that you camnnot use liquor in any form, shape
or quantity. ' S

The reports that have come to me have shown that
you have been under the influence of liquor on saveral oc-
cagions, even in the ghurch, but particularly in the school
among the students who easily detect the odor of liquor on
one who has had even one drink.  Unfortunately, you brought
with you the reputation from Hokah in regard to this weak-
ness even though you did try to re-establish yourself there
among the people who knew of your verygood qualities. I
trust you will understand that you are actually an alcoholic,
which means that you are not justified in taking even ome
drink of any form of intexicating liquor, including wine
or beer, except in the samll quantity of wine which is
necessary for the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.

~ In view of these reports which have distressed me,
and in view of my dsire to help you, I would like to have
you call at the Chancery when it is convenient for you that

we might discuss these matters so that we can try to deter-~
mine what we can do to overcome the scandal which necessarily
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Reverend Micla el J. Kuisle
February 27, 1967
Page two

follows when a priest seems to be addicted to alcoholic
beverages. It may be necessary for you to seek help from
an AA group in which by mutual assistance we might be able
to overcome the problem when the temptation becomes very

acute. .
I pray that God may restore you to the priestly
apostolate of which you are capable aund grant you strength

of will to resolve to abstain completely in accordance with
my statement above.

With kindeat regards, I remain
Sincerely yours in Christ,

‘Bishop of Winoma
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_ .
Rev. Michael J

(9Zunﬁtoffke C%w:ﬁ%ubn

LA CRESCENT, MINNESOTA—55947

. Kulsle, Pastor Phone 895-4720

February 25,1957

Most Rev. Edward A, Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Winona, Minnesota 4

Your Excellency:

I rensw my solemn pledge to you and to Almighty
God that I will absoclutely abstain from any use
of alcoholic beverages.

For about four years I kept that pledge ahsolutely,
and I know I can do it. Apparently my system just
will not tolerate alcohol even in moderation, so
the only answer is complete ahsiinence.

I pray that almighty God will give me the chance
to prove to the people of LaCrescentthat I am
the type of priest whom they want. Human pride
makes it hard to admit that weakness, but with
prayer and meditation I am certain that I can
win. ,

Agamn I renew my pledge to you, and beg you %0
remember me in your prayers. The last couple

of days I have been praying especially hard that
my poor deam mother in heaven may ohtain from
God for me any help I need.

BV. Kuisl
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Rev, Michae) . Kulsle, Paslor o
bk O LA CRESCENT, MINNESOTA—55947 Ehony ©53:9%20

March 8, 1967

Most Rev. Edwerd A. Fitzgerald
275 Harriet Street
Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

I feel I ows you a letter stating my own present persanal
condition, and the condition in La Crescent.

After leaving you the other day I consulted with Doctor

As soon as I called him he re-arranged his schedule
sg that he would be able to see me that day. M uch was the
help which I received from him. He told me later at a
meeting which we were both atteriding that he had called
you, sno I am sure he gave you any information which you
wished. He had asked wme whether ke should call’

or you, and I asked that hs would call you. He

prescribed that for a time st least, or perhaps for all
my life, I should take some mild tranquilizers. I must
confess that I have always had a sort of despising attituds
toward tranguilizers, considering they sre an escape from
problems which a person should have the strength to face,
and I have sort of felt that they would impair my efficiency
and that I would not get accomplished what I should in a day.
I must confess my ettitude has changed camplptely. The last
few nights have given me the best sleep I have had in yaars,
and I don't know when I have awakened so completely refreshed.
There is guite a difference betwsen getting two or three
hours of sleep and gettifg six or seven hours of sound

sleep. hae also made an appointment faor me to
see starting with an appointment
at 3:00 P.M. this afternoon. I knouw * guite-

well, having worked with him on ssveral cases.

As you suggested, and -as I felt obligated to do, I spoke

at all ‘the Masses last Sunday, begging the forgiveness of™”

the people and asking for their prayers. It was a hard

thing to do, but the response of the people has heen
wonderful. I am sure that the big mistake any priest makes

is that he does not realize how wonderful our lay people
really ars. I have never seen such crowds as there have heen
at the evening Masses this week. It fills onme with a terrific
sense of responsibility to give to them in every way any
inspiration and spiritual help possihle. I have also marveled
at the way my tried and true friends among our age group of
the clergy have gone out of their way to visit me, to express
their confidence in me, and boost my morale. That esprit de corps
which exists in our group is one of the greatest blessings

which we have.
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One of my greatest worries has been that rumors or facts
might have leaked to my family and destroyed the image

which my nephews and nisces have of me. I visited a couple
of my sisters for a little while Sunday afternoon and nothing

has came to their ears. God has heen so good to met

I want to express to you again my tremendous respect for your
judgment, your kindness and understanding with me, and to
assura you of my loyalty and my prayers. May God, Who alone
can amply reward you, bless your undertakings here below

and reward you in heaven for your goodness to His priests.

I have always thanked God for the virtue of abedience. I
firmly believe that any parish to which one might be assigned
will have its own problems, and the only way & pastor can
successfully cope with thoee problems if with the : help of
the Holy Spirit, which I believe comes to us through the
appointment af the bishop.

I feel you have a right to know what I said to the people
on Sunday, so am enclasing the copy.

May God keep you with us for a long time!

fipifhid
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April 25,1967

Most Rev. Edward A. Fitzgerzld
Bishop of Winona
Wioona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

Last evening we hzd-a reguler meeting of the parish advisory board.
Sixteen of the seventeen members weTe pPresent.

At the beginning ef the meeting discussion centered sbout the best
way in which we could reduce our parish debt. It was unanlmously
voted that as soon as the Netre Dame drive would be completed in

June we should try monthilyvenvelopes for debt reduction in sddition
to-the regular envelopes for Church support, and that these envelopes
should be mailed directly to the parishioners at the beginning of
each month. Four of the members of the board volunteered to speak
from the pulpit, one at each of the. Masses on the last Sunday of
June to. present this zppesl to ithe pezrishioners, and to make a
special appeal that Church support be increased to take care of<.
operating costs so that: all proceeds from Bingo could go to debt
reduction. It was decided to wait until the first of July because u
the taxes which are due June first are guite high this year because
of the high school expenses.

One : of the principesl items of 0155u5510n wes the providing of
off-street parking in sccord with the reguest which was made by

the village council when the permit wes issued for the construction
of the church. UWe have been sble to sell the house for removal
which was located directly south of the recteryi on the corner;
that house has been removed, the lot has been leveled, and rock
will be spread on it this :oming week, providing space for fifty
cars., Anpther large lot west of the.schonl has also been leveled
and will be rocked, providing space for zbout twenty additional

cars.

My principal reasson in writing to you is that the 1ot ezst of the
school, playgroung end parking erea, is in bed shepe. The black-~
topping hes many large holes in it, and only half of it had been
black-topped; we have removed to =z location back of the convent
the garage which formerly stood there, opening up that entire
erea for playground and parking space. It was unanimously voted
by the board that this entire area .should be black-topped with
four inches of topping so it would stand up under auto parking
end would provide good playground srea. Oneof the parishioners
is the manager of the black-topping service, and he has
made a proposasl that they wouvld do this job for & sum of $5900.00.
; tells me the cheapes» bid he could ever get from
them was $7500.00. The ladies of the parish have agreed thsat
they would sssume this obligestion; the contrsct would be 8 non-
interest bearimg contract for four yeers. The ladies make an-
average of about $125.00 per week serving lunches at our Bingo
perties, and prefer to use ithat monmey on school improvements

MK000162



Church of the @fdci/tlx.ion

LA CRESCENT, MINNESOTA—55947

Rev. Michoel 3, Kuisle, Pastor Phone 2393-4720

rather than to epply it to debt reducti'on.

May we have ynur proxy for the expendlture of $5900.00 to be
expended in this manner?

Respectfully in Christ,

- Rev. Michael J. Kuisle
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August 11, 1567

Most Rev. Edward A. Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winona '
Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

This is simply to inform you of an event which has happened in this
parish, in case it might be called to your gsttention, especially
during the next couple of weeks when I will be gone on vacation.

twenty yeers of age, sbout eighteen months ago
developed what was disgnosed rare and thus far
incurable form of mzlignancy. It involved some gland which is
located on the spine back of the lungs, the removalof which requires
the removgl (temporary) of the lungs. 5he was scheduled for SUrgery
but developed pneumonia which made the. operation impossible. The
doctors hasd told the'parents that death seemed imminent.
This girl has always had a tremendous faith in the Blessed Mother,
and at that time one night she claimed te have had a vision which
told her that the infection in the lungs had cleared up and that
she would be sble to have the surgery the next morning. Such did
happen, the diseased gland was removed, and for a few months there
were signs of apparent recovery.

About five months sgo she suffered.a relapse, had difficulty in
swallowing, hed choking spells, and excessive psin. The doctors
assured her perents that there was ng:help for her except to
guiet the pain through drugs. 0On.July 27t czlled me and
asked that I come to see her-~-- that she wanted to s2lk to me.

She told me that the night before at 1:00 A.M. she had suddenly
awakened from sleep, thinking her mother was calling her. She
found her mother ssleep, but the voice persisted, and she saw
what she refers to 2s "the vision" appeered to her agsin. This
voice --she says-- iold her io wrap her rosary around her throat,
and devoutly recite three Hail Maryg; ‘that she had been very
petignt in her suffering and that God wanted io reward her faith
end her pztience. She was then told to fix herself z sandwich
snd eat it. She woke her mother,made the sandwich, and ate it
witheut any trouble, Since’ then recovery appears very obvious,
and 'she is sble to est anything.. The doctors can offer no
explanation, but steie that she is apparently cured.

1 have essked the femily to say nothing to anyome about anything

such as a vision, but simply to thank.God that she seems to have

recovered. They have sgreed to this, and sre telling people that
seems to be graduzllv improving.

I worry lest some fanatic should get hold of this story, and that
we might have a problem like on our hands. Perhaps the
entire change is due~to some natural cause-- perhaps it is a

miraculous answer to her prayers; I know the improvement has been
sudgen and without epperent ceuse. I -wented you to know what hes

hap®ed in case this should be celled to_your atiengion
: Respecifully in Christ, »ﬂ//' / éy
' v / f?
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Betiber k3, 1867

Most Rev. Edward A. Fitzgersld DD
Bishop of Winona

275 Harriet Street

Wimona, Minnesota

Your Eszeellency:

I am egnctlosing a lettier which I received this morning from
the LaCrescent Saate Bank asking for your signature on the
renewal of a note which the bank hss held against the Church
of the Crucifixion. The original note was for $11,000.00.

I was able at the due date to pasy $4000.00 on the principal,
but because af other obligations wes ‘unable to pick up the
entire note. I had been in hopes that .we would be zkle to
pay ‘it in its entirety this year, but ee were not sbls to
do so. : '

Respectfully in Christ,
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October 14, 1967

Reverend Michael J. Kuisle
Church of the Crucilifixion
La Crescent, Minnesota

Dear Father Kuisle,

I have signed the note for $7000 of the
La Crescent State Bank' for renewal of loan to the parish.

I am:happy to.know that you were able to make
a: payment on:the. former. note. and hope that.the cooperation
of the people will.continue as we try to liquidate the in-
debtedness on Cwmcifixion Parish :

With kindest regards.and best wishes, 1 beg to
remaln D - )

Sincgfely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Winona

enc.
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Rev. Michael J. Kulsls, Pastor - )
LA CRESCENT, MINNESOTA-—55947 Phone 895-4720

LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT QF REY, MICHAEL &. KUISLE

T, Rev. Michael J. huisle, a resident of LaCresceet, County
of Houstbon, State of Minnesota, do hereby mske, puklieh, and
declare this my Last Will and Testament , herehy revoking ail
Farmer wills and codicils made by me.

I :
1 direct the payment, by my executor, oux 4 my estate, of all
just debts, the expenses, of last illness and funeral, and the
expenses of the adwministaation of my estate.

I1
Hecause the Mass has been the very center of my llfa, I ask
that for burial I be clothed in the vestments of the Mass.

Ilg
If I at the time of my death am serving a parish I ask that
a Funeral Mass be said in that parish,;and that.the body then

be taken to lay in state at the funeral home in RKochester,
with a burial Mass at ) Church and burial in
the family lot of Cemetery, Rochester RR 2.

1V

1 give and begueath to the
the sum of $500.00 that Masses

might be said to fulfill any obligations which I may have during
my lifetime accepted and falled to fulfill through carelessness
or neglect.

U-

I direct that a sum equal to the amounti of unsatisfied Mass
obligations as found in my record of Mass intentions be psid
to the sottety for the propagation of the faith so that these
Masses muy be said sz scon as possible. :

VI.
1 give and begueath, share and share allke tn them »nr to their

respective heirs and assigns forever: , .

: ‘on sli the rest, residue, andd
Inwa1ndpr of my propertys the above named being
Vil
I hereby nominate and appoint | to he the

exzcutor of this my last will and Testdment.
In witness whereof, I have hereunto Bet my hand o this my last

Will and Testament, this 20th dd%2222222;259x u‘. ' //

This instrument,bearing the signatuke DF abaup PJLhael J. Huislte
was by him on Llbis detz sigeped in our plESBnLE, who we believe to

e of sound pind andﬁpwtnes& heveby.
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Church of é/u eruciﬂxtb)z Phone 8954720

LA CRESCENT, MINNESOTA 55947

Dctober 23, 1968

Your Excellency:

I em enclosing & note for tha LaCrescent State Bank
for renewsl of the note which we had with them and
which came due. I paid 'the interest to date, and

hope thet by the snd of the yéar we will bs able

to tsks care of this note, but’ beceuse of current
committiments to teachers'! saleries and other opereting
expenses I do not feel I can deplete our account

so completely. This note is.a renewal of the note

for $7000.00 which was dated Septsmber 18,1967, and

1s still s balance on the expénees involved in building -
end equipping Fitzgerald Education Center for the high
school students. '

.Rev. Mithael J. Kuisle
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Church of the eraciﬁ'xlbn Phone 895-4720

LA CRESCENT, MINNESOTA 55947
November 25, 1968

¢
Rev. Michael J. Kulste, Pastor

Most Rev. Edward A. Fitzgerald
Bishop of Winone
Winona, Minnemota

Your Excellency:

I wish to exprsss e word of sppreclation to the bishops of the
United States for their support of the teaching of Pope Paul
concerning artificiel birth control., My theology dose not permit
me to sver justify those intrensically evil actions, no matter
what good might seem to result. This is a question on which it
is too sasy for an individual couple to rationalize, and the good
which they seek 1s too often magnified out of proportion because
of their smlfishness. Despite mll the emphasis on individuel
conscience and human freedom, I still sse the validity of the
Thomistic principle: "Nemo judex in causa aua’,

My axperience hme shown me that most pecple recognize artificiael
birth contrél as something wrong snd are consclous of guilt. Even

thoss who might bs thought to have the most valid axcuses fael this
guilt and resolve to try to avoid the ein in the futurs, sven though

they know that in human weakness they may fall., Ths more selfish
i the individual, and the more interssted in acquiring material

goods, 8o much the more is he inclined to search for excuses as to

why he should not have mora children., The more selfish isithe
couple, so much the mora insecure ig their marriasge. Those who
gge no wrong in contraceptives most frequently also see no wrong
in unfaithfullness to the marrisgs vows or in extra-marital sex.
Those who See no wrang in the use of contraceptives are the asme
ones who complain that their marriage is @ failure because they
can't communicete or becauss they are bored with each other,

tere we to mlly ourselves with the proponants of artificial
birth control I feel that we would ally ourselves with thossta
whom Saint Peul refsrs when he says:"to them the Croas 1s madness
and our lives are folly", Any priest who advocates artificial
birth control is not bsing fair to the countless numbers of good
people (often including their own parents) who accept trials

and difficulties in the belief that they are fulfilling the will
of God. Parents of large families find it hard to not resent -
thosa who almost point the finger of scorn at them for their

having a large family.

Tuenty years ago those faced with ths decision as to whether they
should bear a child or not could not foresee the world which we
know today. No mora cen we today foresee what will ba the fubure

for children born into the world today. True, there should be some
intslligent planning, but there must also be faith in the providsnce
of God., The ardent advocates of birth control are not thegood and

sincers laity, but more often sre our ghlightenad" priests and
rmligious.

My sincere thanks to tha bishops of the United States for upholding

i

MKO000168



<a

Church of the Gruct'ﬁ'xlm Phone 895-4720

Rev. Michael J. Kulsle, Paster
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the committments of marriage end the dignity of those who
appreciate its purpose and its privileges.

5,n-‘-fgith apd obedience,

v Michael J. Kulsle
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August 4, 1969

Reverend Michael J. Kuisle
Church of the Crucifixion
La Crescent, Minnesota

Dear Father Kuisle,

I am pleased to appoint you administrator of
Precious Blood Parish, effective rugust 7. I com-
mit to you the full care of souls of thatparish with all the
faculties, duties, rights and privileges according to the
Code of Canon Law and our dlocesan statutes,

I also grant to ‘OUr asse-
ciate pastor, the commission to be your associate in the
work of administering the LaMoille Parish. I am sure that

you and . will be able to arrange your work so
as to give proper attention to the spiritual needs of the
good people of I know also that the two of you

working together will be able to administer the financial
affairs of the parish,

I wish to thank. you angd for your
wonderful priestly work exercised in Crucifixion Parish. 1I
know that you will continue to lead the People of God of
La Crescent in the profession of their Faith and will also
be abde to give the same attention and direction to the
people of Precious Blood,

With kindest personél.greetings and prayers, I
remain . ® ;

Fratgrnally yours in Christ,

2

Bishop of Winona
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October 14, 1969

.

Dear Bishop Watters,

Last Wednesday evening you came to La Crescent to "confirm" Christians.
First of all, in this ceremony you ask children as young as ten years of age
to commit their lives to Christ; children who are so young they cannot decide
whether they want a lollipop or bubblegum if they have a penny to spend.

Secondly, I was informed by our “splrltual leader" here in La Crescent
that you were anxious to meet your Flock.. 'The meeting''you and I" had was my
readlng of the gard you handed out to all. By the time I got this read you were
gone, Were you scared? Did you run for fear of what you might hear? A recepticn
line is a very safe placé to meet people, isn't it?

. Third, through the local grapevire I have learned that you returned here
on Monday to”flnd out what was really felt about c0nfirmation At this time
you talked to, (if I have been informed coxrectly) a group of people picked by
our “spiritual leader'. A group of rubber seamps, I might add] 'You and I" still

have not touched each other,

Let us now begin from this point "to build", not in your office, but
in my home, You set the time and date; I 11 be here and 1'11 see that everyome
is represented: rich, poor, -educated, uneducated, pastor, assistant pastor,
51ster, etc, That will tzke only elght to .ten people

v .
[

" Do you really want to know what goes on in this parish? Do you want to
hear constructive criticisms and answers to some problems?? Do you really have
guts enough.to face the truth??? For,as I am sure, you understand "the truth

shall set us free."

I am deeply interested and frustrated because 1 have seven children to
raise as "committed Christians', plus a "commitment to the community". Some of
the answers may take some action on your part. Please do not answer this letter
if you.do not intend to come. It will be easier for both of us.

We are all tired and busy --"Th'is is the Cross He. gave us," IA CRESCENT
IS DIVIDED! This is a deplorable situation. for Christians, I am sure you kaow
many of the problems here., Let US work together and BE KIND to those who NEED

GUR HELP!

May Christ continue to bother You.....
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
275 MARRIET STREET
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

Office of the

Bishop

Qct. 25, 1969

Dear

Thank you for your letter and your comments on the various aspects
of the recent Confirmation in the Church of the Crucifixion in La Crescent,
I am indeed sorry that you were so deeply disappointed and more sorry
still if there are other members of your parish who share your intense
feeling about what I did or failed to do on that evening. Naturally, 1
am grateful to you for calling these shortcomings to my attention; through-
out 29 years in the priesthood - and these have been happy years, I've

learned a great deal from men and women I have attempted to serve and

to inspire to make more concrete (n the world the charity of Christ. I
will try to do better in the future, especially in the B0 parishes of the
diocese in which I plan to administer the Sacrament of Confirmation during

the next six months.

While I know that you asked me not to write if I decided not to accept
your ultimatum of coming to your home for a meeting, I do want to state
my policy of following the sound principles of collegiality and subsidiarity
which suggest that local problems be handled on the local level; only
when the local pastor or pastors and the members of the parish request
a conference etther in the chancery office or in the parish hall are con-
ditions such as to make my participation productive of anything but more
misunderstanding and polarization between factions.

With the formation of the Dibcesan Pastoral Council and the development
of Parish Councils it is hoped that some of the differences in opinions which
are presently dividing the members of some parishes can be reconciled to
the mutual benefit of all the members, especially the children.

With kindest personal greetings and asking for your prayers, I remain

Fraternally in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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Church of the Cructfixion Phone 895-4720
ulsls, Pastor LA CRESCENT, MINNESOTA 55947

fictabar 25, 1969

This i in reply to vour letter of Doctobar 21, suggesting the
passiblilty that might consuct in LaCrescent s
course of thealogicel instruction far the lay teschera in the

CLD progrem, I feel thet I cen not in canacience censent ta such
a8 courss. After carefully reading tha preposed osurse, snd spend-
ing three hours bwdnasdmy svening talking with ~ 1 fasl that

I would by memitting such @ ceurse enly be sufjigscting the teschera
Soubts of feith enil arrora of wmeral and dagmetic theolegy., I so
nat feal that shything would be uccomplished by the propessd e -
ing of the teachers, you, and mysslf. The sppasi te
polas which he end I held cancerning dogme and moral sve te ma
only sn extve preef of the nese for infallible authority in the
Church, Since he so giibly quetes Bacred Boripture in en attampt
to support hie thases, I weuld suggent thet he carafully resd

and study chaptar & of the secons splatls of §t. Paul to Timathy
and the Tifth chapter of the pospel of Bt. Matthmw,

Firet of all, I can not sccept his ides of eriginel sin, er rather
his danial of the axistsnce of such @ thing o8 originel ein es I
isarned sbeut $t. He holde thst briginel sin is enly the continuing
ain ef man mgainst God, vather than on historical action, He Pasle
there is ne such thing as & common purant, wharsas I am cenvinced
by feith end respon that thezs must have besn an slsvation and
trial of our first perents, with « asubssguent fall. I cen see no
valus in propesing sny other toncept te sur pesple.

Gecandly, I ds not 1ike the vecurrent tormidmmythelogizing Secred
ficripturm. Hie private interpretetion of fimcred Scripturs mekes
it as inpossible to yeason with him as 1t is to reason with a
Witnees af Jehoveh.

I find extremsly diutesteful the guastiening of the peenanen
changm af the Euchariste the sxphasis on the Euchariet s only

B commungl pesle- the stetaments thet Genedictlan, Farty Houes,
visite, stoc. should he down played or completely sliminated, sne
his suggeation that the Euchmristic 1igurgy should sseuman Ruxme®
famuugaiuh ors definitely forbidden by the Sacrad Congragetian

of the Sacranents and 4he explicit direvtives of the bisheps. I
fusl thet the smphsbdsx on sur "gatting semething sut of the Muss®
instamd of"its being en act of perfect worship which we owe to Geg®
mekes Lt sasy for eur yeung pesple to exmuse themsslves fram
thtendsence at Mass, bacausn they do net fesl thie anotBenal samsthing.

His questioning of the supreme infallible suthority of the Hely
Father 1s centraery to axpress de Fide pronsuncements of the Councila,
if he will nat scospt the swcreme of the Haly Mathers. The argument
that many biwhops eppese the Hely Father holds ne usight with me,
Even though all the bishops ef Englend save John Fishar turned
egeinat the Hely Father, they were nensthelass sll in srrar. When

Father Walt Hafner, and sghdn I myeslf, told that the Holy
Qobmonrtdyed - Ot 37, 19¢q
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Church of the Grﬁ;éflxlon

LA CRESCENT, MINNESOTA 55947

Rev. Michoel J. Kulsle, Pastor Phone 895-4720

Father i the suprame sutherity of the Church, his respanse wes:
Wput the Hely Father hus te lsarn is 1ive with us toel®. And that
man sheulsd be a teacher of religisn taschars?

The wwphsbbe an chepter & of the Goppel of St. Luke te thae peint
of denying the right ef the individuml te self-dsfense, or of the
state te punish crime presuppusss o state of perfectisn in the
humsn rece, end could lsed enly ta snarchy. He is Wafinitely a
canscisntisun ebjectar, snd sll his sesrching in theelegy sseme
ta me to bs directad tewsrd an gttempt to justify that pasitien.

I we afreid that 1F thems were ne right te punish er ssier '
eriminels, = suuld net enjoy tha Frasdam which new

ig hig. His cleim ia that we say’ *the justice of Ged hes falled
a8 we must supplant 1t with the justice of man™, bub 1 belisve the

strangth which Ged has given te individuals and te natlons must

be used ¢ by force if nscessary, te pravent the thwariing of Gad's
justica by thesa she de net know Christ.

1 dissgres entirely with his humanistic eppressh ta meral thselagy,
and his bellef that there ers practically ne sbjective truths
except theee which cen be scientifically sxplained. 1 do nat ;
nslisve that the tmaching ef relipion should ba meraly the prasenting
of @il differant speculmtions ans idams cencerning dogmetic mnet
moval thealsgy, lesving the dacision te the individuel as to which
thay wish te sccept. I bellmve relighsus tsmching must centain
pelid degmatic and morsl precepie. I feel tha felss wmphasis made
us aftun en "husen fressen® with the right te wxpsrimsntatien has
lsd enly te cenfusien far our yeung pesple, ® ratisnalizstion wne
acceptance of sinsd sw balng sommthing nan-existant, snd the
legicel cenclusien af this thining which led to the sulclde of

i gred the murder af masny ysung girks recently.

Therefsrs, wy pressnt venvictien {s that sven theugh it may sufiject
ms te vielent criticiem sn the part of a fou far left parishioners
snd @ cencertsd affurt en their part te discredit me, I cen nat
ssnctisn i« genducting such a courss, evan thaugh

he has thiswtensd to sesk the direct suthorization of the hishop.
Thare is tos much af geed te be taught, without guestioning fecis;
there is tas much that is cevisin te waste time on epsculatieng

the results ef the past few ynars,which wsre suppsued 10 make

pur ysungstars se much battar, heve preven te me that this sort

of tsaching dues netl produce gesd effects. :

Rav. Michael J. Hulels
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/ G/zurch of the (jrynifﬂxlbn Phone 895.4720

Rev. Michael J, Kulsle, Pastor
LA CRESCENT, MINNESOTA 55947

Tuesday morning
Dear Bishop Watters, )

I hope bhat our meeting last evening might have been some help to
you in giving you assurance that the way in which you sdministered
the sacrament of confirmation and conducted the other events
surrounding it wes most edifying and pleasing to most of the people.
I think that there were reelly only s very few who expecied some-
thing else, and those were the ones .who are so concerned about

"an emotional experience’. The ladies stayed and talked for a
while.sfter you left yesterday (after ~ " and

they 211 agreed that there was little thst could have been improved
on with so large s ctlass. . seemed to think the Mass

was especially ill chosen and too long--- she was all in faver of

8 'low Mass, I was a little provoked with - . arguing
that the youngsters should be betteer prepared--etc.etc.; she

has had those seventh graders since school started ome hour each
day for relipion st Fitzgersld Center, and when I tock them once

38 week for class in the evening they knew less than did the fifth
and sixth graders in our school. ' They haee been spending too much
time cutting out pictures and listening to recordsl

I am sorry that I did not plan that we would vest in school; all
the. mothers and teachers felt it would have been better for us to
be with the youngsters before the ‘ceremony than after; that we would
have in that way avoided the youngesters being so tired afterward.
They did seem to feel elsp that I should have been mingling with
the people after the ceremony, and:that they would have liked to
have had you there, but reslized you were tired, and that it would
heve been difficult to find much more to sey to peeple whom you

did not know except to shske their hands, .8s you did.- I wes a bit
-provoked with a couple of the nuns--- they did not hesitzie to
indicate that they felt we were just eaper to get over io the house
so we could have 2 big partyl '

I feel a terrible sense of frustration with repard to sp many of

our young people. 1 am afraid we“zre resping somewhat the fruits

of some yesrs of not tesching splid content in our religion courses-=~
and this. "freedom of conscience” bit, and the guestioning of
"humanse vitse", of authority, etec. I had the frustrating experience
over the week end of trying to change the minds of four girls

who I know are keeping company and being intimate with married men,
and 1t wes just like batting my head sgsinst a stone wall. Again

I feel we have made a mistske in pleying down sin-- the importance

of freguent confession-- etc.

If at asny time lazter on in the winter you find it convenient to

say @ cowple of Messes at Lzlrescent, or even talk =t all of them,

I would consider it an honor and.I am sure the people would be.
hsppy to see and hear you. There. ageain, I don't know how many would
even stay after Mess at =ll-- they seem to be in an awful rush to

take off as soon as Mass is over,
- These zre good people, but they are for the most part young, have
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Church of the Crucifixion Phone 8954720

LA CRESCENT, MINNESOTA 55947

Rev, Mlichasl J, Kulsls, Pastor

high standerds of living--- perhsps. blase snd pseudo-sophisticated
because there is really guite a little affluence-~ but many have
no, family or parish roots--- are typical suburbia -- and have s
somewhat guestionable sense of balues, as is indicated by the fact
thet even though we have one of the finest schools to be found %
of the youngsters in grades 1-6 attend- the public school because
"they can get more advantages there".

Say a specisl prayer that I may be guided as to how best direct
and lead them —- that I may correct/ them without antagonizing
them -- that by showing them my convictions in my life, my service
to them, my providing them with opportunity for religuus worship
they may learn that which is truly important.

Thank_you for your many kindnesses. You shall be in my Prayers.

Rev, Mithael 3. Kuisle
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Rev. Michae! 3. Kulsls, Pastor

Chureh of the Crucifixion

Phone 895-4720

LA CRESCENT, MINNESOTA 55947

March 23, 1870

Most Rev. Loras J. Watters
gishop of Winona
Winona, Minnesota

Your Excellency:

Things
finally jelled, and T think

key positions, particularily
to education. Our finance committes
presidents of the Trane Company,
Farmer, and two GPA s=.

ahout.
Figure, and these meD feel that they
admit that the money is herg—- woQeS
mativation For giving is
T am a little isappointed
they really got things ielled, but 8
it is as well because these first
worrying about Christmas bills
very good to us, signing
we perhaps will have one less suster
concerned about that because we have
for lay teachers if uwe nesd more. I
reaction might be to the assessment
but they all took 1% in stride, only
T woul# not retire so that

Wg ¢o have one slight problem.
the completion of
payable on rlemant
to pick it up gragually
worke# that way. The local
because of some bad loang an
of dissetisfaction amony tha pecple

4t the local bank,

About a month agu because of pxcesaive charges
we transferrerd

ant errors in our acoount

. MNow the
payment
this morning and asked them iF
said oertainly--- hut at 8

they

whom we knpw to have congiderable money

he woule interacted in making ue
he eait yez#, Lut that ha
the present memert ho nes
think that the 8% &
netting ric of :
for spproval of the loan fromn
we may pay up the

I am enclusing the note which

v

morning.

are beginning to look up a 1ittle bit.
we have some excephionally qoo men in
with regard to finance and with reoaro

a builrding contractor,
T+ at leest glves
paople to realize that these men know what they are

We spent Tive hours last night meeting on an

ang ahout taxes.
contracts for no raise or a minimal raise;

1 could et more money
L:p Y

Fitzgerald Center ws left a

;, withoot too much trouble.
hank has been in some trouble
pver-gxganaion, anti have created

of the note which we owe thems. T went to the

everything loaned
interest may give them a noos
that ceht imneidistelv. so thev acked

@
coulcn't For e couple of mon t
~
i

The Parish Council has

‘s up of one of the vice-

a large :Halry

prestige in the minds of the
#oing antd talking

annual buiiget

can sell it to the people. 1 to

of these people are good, and

is mai

what parhaps these men 3.1l be able to give.
that so much of the year
s they remarked
months of the year peuple are all

has passest before
lagt night perhpas

(lur iteachers were

next year, but no one sgemzd oo
hat several gooe applications

was @ little afraid of what the
For the priests’ retiremant fund,
commenting that they hoper that
than 1 am making now!

Sipee we Te-Tinanced al.the time nof

note For $10,000.00
thinkong that we wouls be able
However, it hesn't
lately

a lot
hecause of errors in bookkeeping.
which thay were making
nur account to the
local bank is asking for immeriate

would pick up She note, an: they

Wiy we wlso contached @ men in the parish

lasned it Ang aaket him i fib

a ehopt term lean et B oor 55 apd

he because at
aut. The finence committes
tzlking point for
me to write vou
in order that

imredistelv.

gave me this

gpectfully in Christ,
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
278 HARRIET STREET
WINONA, MINN, 55987

Niarch 25, 1370

Thie Reverend Mlchael J. Kuicle, Pastor
Church of the Crucifixlion :
La Ciescent, Mlin, 55847

Dear Father Yulslz,

"Than) you for your yood letter;"lt is” encousaging to detect the
notz of optinilsm. Like you, I have great confidence in the value
of Involving qualified laymen in phages of parleh operation. You
are indeed fortunate la obteinlng the cooperation of such high caliber
people,

JAs you requetted, I'm -1'e'tuming'l;'r.1e nole with my signatwe; tie 8 1/2
percent interest on the SlO,COO,Qertdir{ly- chould encourage the people 1o
contribute thelr proportionate shase to retire this loan soon. Should you
find that esven this ien't stron encugh inotivation and the loan nas 10 bz
extended, you might consider borsowing Ifrom the diocssan fund at J9%.

These are indeed busy days;.ay they be filled with special giaces
for you and your pzople and n'.-ay‘Eé_st';:.L‘.de bring Lrug spiritual ioy.

“y/ith klndest personal greetlngs to you, Father Kuisle, and to Father
Hozhn, I remein :

Fraternally in Christ,

Bi_'.-'hop of Wlnona
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Church o/ the Chrucifixion Phone 895-4720

LA CRESCENT, MINNESOTA 55947
Tussday svening, June 30, 1970

Rav. Michae} J. Kulsle, Pastor

Most Rev. Lores J. Watte rs
Cathedral of the Sacred Hesrt
inona, Minnesota

Your Exgellency:

I have returnsd from my conference in Rochester with

and really received pretty good news. He tells me that the heart
improvement is remarkable, and that I am probmbly in @s little danpger
now of having another attack as I might have basn at any time in the
last several years. He asked me to continue the sdipgitalis and the
cardillate medicine indefinitely and to report back to him on July 28.

I have spent many hours in thought and prayer since our conference
this morning. I called in this evening
and talked the problem over @ith her. It toock her as & camplete
surprize, bacause it seems that most of the time not spent in wark
is spent by us in argulng, particularily about the modsrn attitude
towsrd contraceptives, toward dating divorced and married men, and
sbout the obligation of Sunsday Mess and the gfficacy and nesd of
prayer. I hmve been close friends of her parents for over fifteen
years, and have of course known her, her moods, her abilities, her
weaknesses since she was a frashman at 5t. Peter's High Schodl nine
years ago. 1 know also her phgsical and her mental problems, and da
fesl an obligation to her and to her mother to. try to do'what I ten
to habp suvlve any of them. I do fesl an obligation in conmscéence to
try to help if I can,although gometimes I feel that I am accomplishing
far less:than I would like to. It is almost impossible to compate
with the argumentsthat seem to be so prevalent inm the binds of our
young pecple today.

I havae at times taken her out to dinner on this or that ccceeion,
but never has it been at eny place except one of the battsr eating
places in LaCressa, and ne¥er hes thers been anything to drink before
or after dinner., Sometimes it wasin company of others but more often
alone, but certainly was right tn the public sye, and it was
something I thought would be good and that I would enjoy.

Perhaps the most imprudent thiing I have dorme in the eyes of the pecple,
though I explaindd it beforehand and spoke of it afterward, was that

I permitted her to ride along when I went last February to vieit my
nephew who was on R and R from Viét Nam In Hawaili. She had wanted

to makethe trip end did not want to make 1t alofe; we left on Monday
morning and returned on Friday evening. I stayed at the R and R
center and she at a hotel.

I have been & bit provoked with I do not fgel that he
has shown to me the loyalty that thirty ome years in ths priesthood
might expect. If anyons came to hém with complaints he couldhave
squashed them --- I was certainly sble to do 1t with pepple that came
to me about y but I have nsver heard

sguash a rumor about anyone, including :

ar he : hat
In so far as psople seeing car here, we agreed tha
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LA CRESCENT, MINNESOTA 55947

Rev. Michael J. Kuisle, Pastor Phone 895-4720

there were probebly two differant pccasions=--- one when ehe might
have met some other girls and left her car hera and ridden with them-
the other early in the morning--- when if paople had looked thay woul
also have seem the light burning in the office where ghe works., Har
famlly have alwaye bean garly risers and she somatimes comes to work
very early inthe morning. She 1s paid $1.25 an hour for taking care
of Eookkesping and secratarial work, and I can't ses that it makes
an awful lot of difference when those hours are put in as long as

the work gets done.

LaCrescent has always been rather notorious for finding fault.
I still spend many occasions taday defending the dgecigions of

with regerd to the bulldings, partic ularily the rererdos
of the church, no basement under ihe church, no providion made for
any futurse possibility of air conditioning in the chruch, and the
construction of Fitzgerald Center. I sometimes think the persecutior
suffered by the martyrs of old weee @ lot more easy to bear than
the wagging tongues with which ® pust cmmpete today. The fancy
tday seems to bethat if you don't 1ike @ man's teaching, desiroy

his reputation. I know bhat has baen expeclally
active in trying to explain why the program at Fitzgerald Center
gid not work. She has attached heraelf to (who never

sent any of his childran to religion classes in the last five
years, and who if he has agquired the title of mdult fsligion
diractor I don't know where he got it), and thsy have these cozy
1ittle meetings of two or three families that thsy feel they can
influence. When at the last parish council meating the dmand was
made that the 5:15 Mass be atopped the only answar glven by

and was that the posple are ignorant; I feel
there is a difference betwesn gducation and brain washing, and that
not every individual 1ikes a lot of jazz and noles at Mass. At
that meeting at least twenty five men told me that they would not
contribute snother cent to the parish until was moved,
and they haven't. I have naver 88en outward signs of disloyalty,

but neither did : : anid” 1itook
e only nine months %o destroy him in

The greatest complaints hhat T have received are thai I am the
pastor and should do something sbout what 1s taught at Fitzpgerald
Center and what is the manner of liturgical worship. 1 would not
guen begin to estimate the number of those who have told me that the:

will not let their child attend & class taught elther by
- I am sure tk there are many who desl

the same ®bOUT mMB, but I did receive an almost unanimous fequest
from the Senior clasg that'l would teke all their religion classes

nexk bear.

perheps what triggered 188t week's trouble (which 18 about &ll I can
tnink of) is that I had goheduled a baptiem for 4:30 Thursday
afternoon. I forgot aboub 1t whan I was invited to a party for my
birthdey,and forgot to tell When thepeple came he

wes on the basketball cacurt; the housekeeper called him in, but

he had to shweer and averytiing glse 8o the people had to waith about
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Rev. Michae! J. Kulsle, Pastor

lerc,l 0/ the 8" “Cl/"x"o” Phone 095-4720

LA CRESCENT, MINNESOTA 55947

half an hour, and when he came in he made some nasty remark to the
housekesper that this "was getting to be too much of a good thingl"

If the people do not go to confession to me, I don't know where they
go. He heaers confessions on Saturday afternoon from 4:00 P.M. to L:05,
and that it it. I hear at 11:00 A.M., 7:00 P.M., and before all the

Maases .

Last week when showed me the articls in the bulletin and

said "Now you've dong it! Now you've ruined the parishl" he made the

remarh thet I was not going to get rid of --=that & group

of them weee going to see to it that he had chargs of réligious

instruction. The day runs the parish will be the day

thew~ 411 by np parish---- and no pastor in so far as I am concerned.
told me they tried the same thing with . .

My concern is the welfars of the parish; if somewone else cobuld and
would do & batter job, I was ordained to work for Chiist where my
bishop sew fit; with almost seventy nephews and nieces, with esven
brothers and sisters, and with I hope countless souls that I might
have influenced during these thirty years, I am met about to destroy
any fhdith or confidence in the priesthood or in my convictions or
committment as I stand this close to the judgment seat of God. T
would hope khat if I left LaCrescent most of the psople would never
find out why I left, because I know how many would openly rebel.

I have sincersly tried to dio my best, and in e way I sven feel that
it ems almoet am mct of God thét I had a little conoection with Hokah
again. It seemed that the people were beginning to think that we had
no concern for them=---- gnd 1f the day every comegs that Saint Peter's
achool will have to be clesed i1t is going to take all the good will
neceseary and aveilable.

When I madethe sad announcement of the closingof St. Peter's High
School I pledged the people that I would do my uimoet to see that
they recsived a good religlous education in LeCrescent, end that
promisg has really been thrown up to me many times.

If you mest &tbh these men as we spoke of this morning, do you thénk
1t would be better for be to be present or absent? I am not afraeid
to face any of them. If you think it might be better for me teo be there

pleass call ma.

There are stlll discussions going on about ths sale of Fitzgerald
Centar to the Knights of Columbus. met with us last week,
and answered some questlons, but there still ssems to bé the big

gquestion of tak szemption.

Perhaps my higgest worry in all this is that it will take a united
parish to pay off that debt, and I have never ssen anything guite so

polarize# as the present situation.
' spectfully,in Christ

ReV., Mid¢hasl J. Kuisle
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July 2, 1970

The Reverend Mlchael J, Kuisle, Pastor
Church of the Cruclfixion
1.a Crescent, Minn. 55947

Dear Father Kulsle,

Thank you for your frank and honest letter; 1 also appreciated your
kindness to me during our visit of Tuesday mornlng, I hope that I was
able to somehow convey to you my concern for you as a friend and es-
peclally as a priest-friend. It is easy for me to understand how even
with the best of intentlons things go wrong, gltuations become complicated,

and tenslons bulld up.

Certainly I agree with you that there are factlons In the parish and that
somehow unity must be restored if Cruclfixlon ls to have anything like a
bright and pleasant future. I do appreciate the extraordinary efforts you
have expended to. take carc of most things in the parish by yourself and

1 know that you have been most effective in your pastoral care of your
people.

However, I also feel that the conclusions (fair or unfalr) that many
people In La Crescent have come to regarding your relationship with .
most unfortunate and of such a nature that the only possible
solution ls some change ln assignment. I certalnly agree that there is no
reason to tell people why transfers are made; some new appointments will
be forthcoming in the COURIER during this month.

While I share your happlness that _ gave you such an encout-
aging report about your heart condltion, 1 still feel that you should take a
vacation or some time for rest and relaxation, I will be happy to discuss
both these matters with you at your convenience; I plan to be in Wlnona
on the 4th all day, on the 5th during the afternoon and evening, and on
the moming of the 6th. That afternoon (July 6th) I'm leaving for a seminar
at Collegeville and won't be back until the following Saturday.,

Needless to say, I am very sad that things have wo;ked'out this way; how-
ever, I'm hopeful and confldent that you can do great prlestly work in the years
that lle ahead. You know that I will support you ln every possaible way.

With kindest personal greetings and a request for your prayers, I remaln
Fraternally in Christ,

Bishop of Winona
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CHURCH OF THE CRUCIFIXION LACRESCENT, MINNESUTA SUNDAY, JuLY 12, 1970

" I have told you this so that you will not fall swey, They will put you out

of their aynaguguu{; And the time will come whan enyone who killes you will thinl
that by doing thiaghu iy serving Gods They will do these things to you becauss
they have not known the Fether~ or me. But I have told you this, so that when

the time comes for them to do thesa things, you will ramember what I told you!
Thase are the finel words of the commission of Chriet to Hie Apostles.

Were any man to take a8 short courés of & Pew weaks or montha in the study of
law, and then presums to begin ws & genaral practitiocner, avery lswyer in tha
country would rise in opsn rebgllion. Uews m parson #o study some of the basic
anatomy of the human body, acquire acms small knowldeige of midical products, wnd
than bagin to prescribs for humen iils evary doctor in tha country would be at
his throat. UWers eny lewyer to completely dimregard sccepted courtroom
proceadure, h§ would be immedietely disbarrsd. UWsre a doctor to set up for
himsslf standards contrary to accepted hospitel procwdures, he would be
{mmadisetely cmlled before the board of that hoepitsl end &t once removed from
the steff. In all professionsl fields, accepted and proven procadurss are
strictly eafeguarged,

Howsver, thees sgems to be an entirely differsnt sttitude with regard to
the fisld of thkeology. The glorious hietory of the Cetholie Chursh includes
a Domininkc, ® Honaventure, e Thomes Aquines, and countless others that prided
thamselvas that that theology wes the "handmaidsn® of ths Church, set up to
defend the teachinge of the Church, to show the reasonebleness of theee teaching:
end to midendily defend thees teachings from doubte and heresies, John Fisher
stood alome in England defending the Church end the pepacy mgeinst the ebtacks
of Elizebeth, Mertry after martyr sfk have poored ?ﬁrth their 1ife blood in
defanse of their faith, end the blood of those mertyrg has bscome the eeed for

new Christians, Tp the world today such agama folly.
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Today, anyone, without neceassrily any great depth of atudv,'hut with
aome wild dream thet seems plassing to him, sesme to be considered an
gutbority in the fisld of thbology, with the right to defy the Hbly Father,

the historical councils of the Church, ths sxperisnce of the apes.

Tee history of mankind hes shoun the confuslon into whicﬁ'mankind can
be thrown wen private interpretation becomss the bssis for ssrvice and worship
of God. God has matmblished His Church, with a definits form, and with
dafinite suthoritys He has promissd to stay with Her all daye, even toc the
gnd of time. He gave to His Church & form of worship astablishad by Hlg own
Dlvine Son, and eetablished for that form of worship en mEskWakix suthorlty
to guide it mo that we can recognize it ze a Catholic form af worship,
diffarent from other msn-made attenpts to offer worship to the Creator.
Beceuse of this disrsgerd for divinely established suthority, utter confusion
has taken over tha world, During Wirold war 1I, during the Korean conflict,
at ths present momntees- @t any tims in hkistory when men have bewn eaparaged
from home, their only congolation, thair owby bondjwith loved opes, is the
Eucharist and ths HBly Sacrifice of tha Mams. That Mass should heve somg
gemblance of that whish the Church intended, pomathing which makes it pomaible
for @ person to recognize that thay ere in a Cathblic Church rather than in
somg Form of worship of @ revivalist reiigion. UWe must always remsmber thet
the primsry purpose of religlous worship is {o honor and sarve God, not to

exparignce somg private smotipnal eBxperience,

Bacauss of the refusal to accept the sutheiity of the Chureh, might
hes bscome right. Contradictory etendards of morality have rascelved sgqual
acceptance. Instesd of seeking that which is right and nbjeﬁtivaly pleasing
to Almighty ﬁod. men attack other man, sttempt to destroy their right to
eredibility, mis-interpret and falsify their personal livege-s all in an

attempt to make their own position mord credibile. Ths logical consequence of
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these sctions hecomes hatred, violsnce, and bloodshad, It 18 the rafussl to
gccept the Kingship of Chriat end divine wuthority which havn caused ell the
wars which heva plagusd men, a1l the bloodshed end pbrifa thrOUgh hiatory.
In en attempt to justify thelr ouwn avil actiona, nen condamn the sctions,

motives, and secomplishments of othars.

here i definitely @ need for education with regerd to the naturé and
plan of Almighty God. Housver, it seems that in pealiing aducation today wen '
turn only to thet which is pleasing to their own Pancy.Instéed of sccapting
the suthority of the Holy Fether, the successor of Gt. Patnri;nfutha authority
nf -the Church unlted with Him, men turn Instesd to a Davis; @ Clirran, 8
Cavanaugh. a Cooks, or " Shannon, becsuss the teaching of theég men auﬁm to
cuncantrats on how &mportant it is to Mex meke this world a ‘plensant place
to livs, 28 1! it ward cur lasting city, our eternal and’ pver-ablding home.
Ruligisn has ‘become man~centered instaad of Godwoenterad, puraly humaniatic
in its spproach. Tha worst expletive that cen be hurladfdﬁéinat the Church
today ia "Thﬁ:iﬁ&titutinnal Church®, despits the fact that tha same Church
has survived tha test of almost two thousend ysara, end hes brought peace,
sacurity, end sternal happinaes to man through sll ages. Man, with'ﬁia pd6£
woak mind, seems to feel that he has the right to tell God Qhat should ba '
plassing to Gods

S0 what have ue tody7e=- utter confusion, The sacrudnase of tha marridge
bond ia all bub forrgottan. Any committment to obligstion e support childran
who have been brought inte the world i4 gluffed off onto the rest of sociaty;
tharae is & direct contradiction @s %0 whether those ere pliwsing God who ara
cmlling new souls into existence for God, or whether it is mors plessing to
God to be so soncerned over pollution end the othar brain washing we ers

getting about over-population that by meny it 1s argued s a virtue to use
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God-forbidden methods of contraception en d to sesk pluaau#a without any respeonbibili
The real existence of the unborn soul is denied by aur laws which dany theym any
rights whatavnr. and from this thesisjwill follow the logical concluelon that the
phyalically or mantally handicaapped ghould likewiss be put to daath, a8 mﬂlll ai the
aged and senils.

The diiragrard for pqciaeiuatical sutherity or divinve authority hes a;wava lad
to a disregard for ail uivil nﬂthufiiy, for ﬁurhntai alithonity, for achaullﬂu#héf;tv;
No mattnre what uthar mutivation may be suhutltutad. thu*ﬁglv ufflstiva mawinuttihn
for tha doing of gnod and thu avoldence of nvil iu the wternal rnuurd of God. - During
this paat wenk & school building 1n Wabesks was dnutrbvad~~-- in almoat @vary papnr
' 'you can raad of thaft, of vandaliam, of nilful dnliburutn viglation of the 1aw.
Psrhppa una of the mokt juetifisd cumplnints made una&nat nu; sociaty today e thgt
made on thu part of those young pecpls who are trving to do righty, to ohserva o
gense of valuss, whan they receive no racognt:inn for thelr efforte and thét Just
as much glnry 1s glvenntu thoss who breek svery luu in the booka. Do yeﬁ paranta
faal that yuu are hsing fair 4o your children ~-- that you are aduuating-thcm tu be
citizans uf #he kingdom nf fidd, whan you sccept ull their crazy ideas, and dn nnthing
tn corract thadr thinking or show them their srrore? Have you laerned nothing from
yuur lives, your esperisnces, and don' you think you miﬁht have goma ohligatiun to
pnaa thet knswledge on? Abe the young pephl3 of thess 60tk snd 70tys tha only papple
who have any disdom?

The acousation is made in this parish teht ws do not have edult mducation. I
wish to puint out the falsensss of this atcusation, Four ysars sgo I hisaed

gt @ cost of over $150 to conduct e sgriss of éann lecturas on the bible.
Lese than a dozen peollm consistenly attended. Esch Wednasday evening last ueek o
lecturs was given in the gchurch on somgthing that was considered to be helpful,
{napirational, and good for your spiritusl lifeve- perhaps twenty consiatently
sttendad. We have had outsiending spaskers here for P,T.K. meetings, have pleaded

for a good mttendencs, and got nonel It was 80 bad m couple of times that um wers

heetfia baus +eiad t0O
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tried to show sducstional films and film atrips, and have been ablel to gat
no attendance. The Knights of Columbus heve @ regular porgrem of religlous
study, but can find no one interested] Laest fall I bsgen & series of courss in
an attempt to just sngwsr genaral quastions, offering to @iscume anything, but
after & fow timaa the original twelve fell by the wsysidae. hag
trisd his utmost to get intersst in discuseion groups, but to no availl
-tacioualy offered the ues of hsr home B8 a more informal plece of
discussion in a perhepe more congenisl etmosphergw<e- o umill beginning dwindiéd
to nothings How many of you heve resd a single articls in e CAtholic Paper? e
but you pan aplve ml) ths amkkx problems of tha church, thb world, the community

sround the local har or the gossip of the coffss tablel

A very recent survey of the resson why s many non-datholic ministers have laft
the clergy is their insbility to cope with the opposite idwes in their parishee--
that whbich 18 referred to as polarization. Can you not recegnize thet two
contradictory statements; can not both be right? thet ons must be wrongsee or
hath mrung? It io os simple a8 iFf I msked you what color hlh I was wearing this
MoPning~== @nd some wedd white and some sald blsck. Could I say you were both
right?

We have wmany femilidées who ere doing s wonderful joh of ralsing théir younjp
childrane~~ they tan be proud of them -« thay cen feel thet they have dons thair
heat!  But<wso many of these same families as their children sre prowing & Mittl
older today arg getting concarned that they can no longer teach their childrent
Your conuarn seems to be sbout what thesa children may face in the Puburgee- you
don't knowe~e perheps; many of the things which you fesr today will heve phased
themaslves out in 8 couple of yaars. There is so much of unguestionad and
wngqueationable doctring that we can and should give to pur children that we have
not tight 4o weste the tima that is given to us in idle sﬁiculatiunl or in
sugpgeating to thelr minds ideas thaey might nevar think of, or crsating for tham

doubts whibh otherwise might never trouphbs them/
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There was some gquestion this year as to why tpera wers not dgmonstration

c lasses ms shoun at Fitzgerald Center--- nne'uf the reasons was that I felt
that the film which was chnsen last y8ur did‘mnra harm than goodes= ti made
parents look like & hunch of knnm~nnth1ngel I do not think any teach, lay

or religious, has the right to guestion the gutbpiity of the parent in tha
rules, direction,, and guidancs of tha child. 1 do not thénk anyone, incleudl
the suggeated moderator whu sumo thbnk should be hired fnr religious sducation
has any right to queation thu,authnrity of the popa or the biahnp. or to make
auch quotes as "the pope has to lemrn to live with us" Thunu seems to be a
graat ery tuday for religlous coeordinatorg-ee- many of theag hava proved to
he falsa twschers. I tan neme threm parishaes where such lay co~ordinstors
wera hired at & febulous sslsry for a three yesr contract, wnd the parien
ahdad up by buying offf thelr contratte after the first thrad months t0 save
the falth of the children. With concarn, with a little imaginmtion, with
ambitlon, there is sufficient materisl eveildble todsy to make 1t poseible
for any CAtholic of average intelligsnce %o teach children of gredes ona
thoough 83X wwmwes if they c@nmp parhpps thay should examinin their
conscimacese @bout lli¥ an ubiigatiun to sening thise childran to the

the Catholic scheol which is sballabla.

Ooorpprimary concern in this parish is that me might attain unity of purpoBi~e-
the secvice of Godj that me might have unity of accomplishment, the educeblon
and prupuratiun of our childran for heaven, and that es might have unity of
hupd that soms way through out blunderéng, and esspecidlly with divina

guidsnce, we may all ke united in heaven,
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Church of the Grucl/ixion Phone 895-4720

Rev. Michael J. Kulsle, Pastor LA CRESCENT, MINNESOTA—55947

It is the hope and aim of every priest that he might present before
the people of God an exalted idea aof the priesthood. Almighty God has
called priests from among men, that they might lead men to God. Hs
expects of His chosen ones that they would use all the talents which
God has givan them=-—- intellenf, parsonality} physical abiiities)
energies, and ambitions-- that they might lead man to a love of God
and of His teachings. Every priaest recogibizes that a betrayal of this
sacred trust is a betrayal of Christ, a waste of his poger for good,
and a failure ta fulfill his duty to the peoplecf God.

I this morning wish %o utter hefaore the pecpleof God here assembled

8 public apdlogy for anything I did last week to tarnish your image of
the priesthood, te give scendal to you, or to lessen my ahility to

lead you To God. I solemnly pledge that such a thing will never happen
again, and that I will do everything in my power to present to you the
image of what Christ's priesthood can and should be. To seek help in
this I have consulted at length with Bishop Fitzgerald,and have sought
the help of competent medical authorities. T beg of you your prayers--
your prayers for me and for all the chosen ones of God's holybChurch--
that God may strengthen me and sll his religious against all human
weakness. May He meke of me & scurce of inspiration and edification

to all age levels. for this was I born--- for this was I called-~ that

I might be an instrument~--poor and meak though T be--leading others to
Gad,

Shame, even though it is self-made, is probably one of the greatest
Crosses man can bear. It is orme of the most gnawing anxieties that can
trouble the human heart. It utterely destroys human pride, turns one
with a sense of complete dependence to Almighty God, and makes one
understand d@nd sympathize with the weakness of others. Saint Paul begged
of God that God might remove the thorn from his side, but God assured

him that "My grace is sufficient unto you.”

PURINGTHIS season of Lent we are espeacially conscious of the Corsses

of this life. We dare not say:"What did I do to deservethis?", because
Jesus can answer us:"What did I do to deserve the Cross of Calvary?"

If God the Father permitted His Divine Son to feel the agony of Calvary,
it must be that Crosses fit into the Divine plan,
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Rav. Michael J. Kulsle, Pasto =
ERSEE LA CRESCENT, MINNESOTA—55947 il i A

Crosses may be of two kinds: mental and physical. God permits mental

crosses, like worries, fears, anxieties, and guilts, to make us feel

his absense. If our love of goodness doesn't drea us to Him, at least

our weakness and weariness will throw us back to Him. If our Cross is N
mental we must change our behaviour, confess our sins, Aig make our

peace with God with resswed resolve and conviction.

A phystcel cross, bodily sickness, pain} and deprivatiuﬁ, makes us
realize the passing quality of earthly pleasures, and our sternal
destiny in the heppiness ofheaven. These Crpsses can mRke us more

liks to Christ. UWe can not become like Him in His power and infinite
wisdom, but me can become like Him in His suffering. They too tend to
develop the latent powers in ouT persunality; and can make ug8 mMOTE
loveahle and effective people for drawing others to God. All of us

want to show our love for Christ; we can do it by patiently bearing

any earthly trials His infinite wisdom teénds to send us. When we

were children we enjoyed the obstacles which we might make in our

gemes ta make the goal more Q&ﬁ&ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ&?fi§tﬁﬂ%HFQHft a lot of satisfaction
for us older children in overcoming obstacles; in our seeking after the
greatest of gosls toward which our whole life is directed? All of us
have those far whom we should pray, either for material or for spiritual
benefits. There is a price teg, as it were, on everything we seek.

Some blessings are bought by prayer; others can be bought only throughth
pain and suffering. As soon as Wwe regard suffering, not es an enemy, but
as a sign of God's love and & special opportunity to win blessings Frbm
God, suffering becomes a joy. "Greater love than this na man hath!

that a man lay down his life for his friend"

Don't ever let crosses go to waste! Use them to save yBWEX the souls
of others and to save ypul Own.

May Almighty God, and you, His loved ones, forgive me for lapsing in

my sacred trust and sacTed duty!
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July 28, 1970

Dear Bishop,

If you think by moving Fathen Kuisle out of La Crescent
because of the things you heard of the nelationship between
him and 1 4s going to solve the problems of the La Crescent
people, lam afraid you will be veny disappointed. They will
always find something Lo complain about,

Thene was never and never will be anything between us and
no malten where you transfer him its not going to keep me from
him, '

Fathen Kuisfe was neligion teachen fon all our family
at St, Peten's in Hokah, 1 have always nelied on his
judgment and advice in helping s0fve problemsand s0 many
othen people nely on him,

What is 80 wrong 4in eating out and doing some necreation
with him on stopping in to see him anytime of the day on night
Lo see how he 4s feeling? 1ts to bad some peopfe in La Crescent
see Lt different and make a bad issue of it,

1ts fust that he is such a good man and always tnys his
best to do things to satisfy and help most people . 1 think
a Lot of him for being this way, and is it s0 wrong to think
Like this,

Respectfully yours,
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March 11, 19T

Rev. Micheel J. Kuisle
&t. Bernard's Church
gtevartville, MN 55975

pear Father Kuisle,

puring & routine check for the sudit and supplying information to the In-
ternal Revenue Bervice, we have come upon & gituation which needs your im-
mediate sttention. Tn checking the regords, we have found that you have
ald dues to the Clerical Association for the year 1969 in the amount of

$124,00

1¢£ you will then check the Constitution of the present Bureasu of Priesta’
Retirement, I call your attention to the following from page 5s

If an eligible priest does not make application for membership in
the retirement and total and permanent disability plan in the cal-
endar year in which he is ordained, incardinated, "accepted by the
Ordinary" or comes under the jurisdiction of the Ordinary of the
Diocese of Winona according to canonical norms, his application for
membership will nevertheless be accepted, provided it is accompanied
py the appropriate admittance fee as determined by the Retirement

Committee.

Page 6t

A priest who mekes application for delayed membership as set forth
above, and who assumes the obligation to pey dues for the current ¢
calendar year, must also submit with his application an edmittance
fee in an smount equal to the total of the following:

(a) Dues for past calendar years during which he was eligible for
membership in the retirement and total and permenent disability

plan but failed to become a member.

(b) Dues for past calendar years which he would have paid had he been
a member of the "Clerical Ansociation of the Diocese of Winona" from
the date he was ordained, incardinated, "accepted by the Ordinary" or
came under the Jurisdiction of the Ordinary according to canonical
norms, or from the date the "Clerical Association of the Diocese of
Winona" was organized, whichever date 1s more recent. :

(¢) Interest on dues for past calendar years (see (a) and (B) sbove)
at e rate or rates fixed by the Retirement Committes.
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Mareh 11, 1971
Rev. Michael Kuisle
Page 2

The last line of this particular excerpt atates that the interest rate is to
be decided by tha Retirement Committee. The Retirement Committee has fixed
that rate at 6% per annum. '

" You will find enclosed 'a achedule of all the dues in arrears since your or-
aination in 1940, You can see that the total owed to the Bureau of Priests'
Retirement is $3,694.30.. B Lt

The Retirement Committee met yesterday and asked that I inform you of all
these detalls and further ‘inquire as to how ve might expect payment for these
past dues. AT L S S : By ;

L - IH 7 >

Tmere is no question about your membership and eligibility if these dues are
paid up. If you want'to meet with the Retirement Committee, I would be happy
to place it on the' agenda for the next meeting: N EAAE

If there has been some misteke or oversight on our part; we would ‘be happy to
correct 1t. If there has been some misundérstanding or some interpretation you
need, sgain, we would be happy to explain the details of the plan. f:

I woi:lq uﬁpracia.ta a prompt reply 80 ;ﬁhaﬁs'-'I can get this mabtter ,"lot.tlcé. with
the Retirement Committee. e RS ; ¥ L

STz L

L
i |

Sincarely yoﬁn »

Cheirman Fag Executive Secretary-Treasurer. .
' Bureau of Priests’' Rgtirement
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
275 HARRIBT STREET
WINONA, MINNESOTA 559087

Office of the
Bishop

May 2,

The Reverend Michael J. Kuisle, Pastor
The Church of Saint Bernard

Box 306

Stewartville, Minn, 55976

Dear Father Kuisle,

1971

After an accurate and careful inquiry, I hereby suspend you from all
the acts of your present office as pastor of Saint Bernard Parlish, Stewart-
ville, "ex informata conscientia", for grave reasons known to me, for

six months from this day and date.

With personal concern, I remain

Fraternally in Christ,

L4 / .
+letas J. Walters

Bishop of Winona
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275 HARRIET STREET
WINONA, MINN. 55987

‘The Reverend Michael J. Kuisle, Pastor

St. Bernard Church
Box 306 .
Stewartville, Minn. 55876
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DIOCESE OF WINONA
275 HARRIET STREET
WINONA, MINNESOTA 55987

Office of the
Bishop

May 2, 1971

The Reverend Michael J. Kuisle, Pastor
The Church of Saint Bernard

Box 306

Stewartviile, Minn. 55976

Dear Father Kuisle,

According to the clear directives of Canons 2157-2162, it is the serious
responsibility of the ordinary to be personally concerned about both the people
of each parish and the priest whom he has appointed to serve them as their
pastor. It is my deep concern for you, Father Kuisle, which compels me to
write this letter inviting you to resign your parochial office of St. Bernard
Parish, Stewartville; as you will recall, I have time and time again urged
you Lo take a long vacation or a leave of absence in the hope that your
increasingly serbus health problem would be resolved. Then, too, we
talked of other matters which you assured me would be remedied.

As much as I would like it otherwise, I know that I have no choice buf
to begin this canonical process; it is my judgment that I must insist that
you receive the help you need and that the pastoral care of the people of St.
Bernard's be given to another priest. Obviously, the very grauvé reasons prompt=
ing this decision are well known to me and I am prepared to furnish proof
should you refuse to resign and make it necessary for me to review these
matters with two examiners,

The serliousness of this matter is further emphasized by the fact that I
am delivering this letter to you; may the Holy Spirit direct us as we try to
serve the people Christ and His Church place under our care.

With personal concern, I remain

Fraternally in Christ,

T—/\:;w%f M%_

;*ﬁoras} ‘Watters
Bishop of Winona
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275 HARRIET STREET
WINONA, MINN. 55987

The Reverend Michael J. Kuisle,
St. Bernard Church
Stewartville, Minn. 55976

Pastor
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May 17, 1971

Reverend Michael J. KRuisle
St. Marys Hospital
Rochester, Minnesota

Dear Father Kuisle,

1 shall enclose our check for $150.00 to reimburse
you for the payments you have made to

I hope that all is well with you and that you are
now on the road to recovery. Be asaured of our pra}ere for
you each day at Mass,

Personal best wishes.

Sincerely yours in éhrist,

Chancellor

Enclosure
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May 31, 1971

The Reverend Michael Kuisle
% Laurence Kulsie

R.R., 2

Rochester, Minn, 55901

Dear Pather Kuisle,

Hollday greetings! I hope you are enjoylng a pleasant day with the
other members of your family. Since last talking with you I was pleased
to have the privilege of ordaining Father Mahon in Rochester and being pre-
sent for the ordlnation of my cousin IN Pavenport as well as admlnlstering
the Sacrament of Conflrmatlon at the Cathedral last evening. These have

indeed been full and intemsting days.

I was Impressed as I know you were with the interest and willingness
to help you which Doctor expressed; you are very fortunate to be
so close to the and ln such relaxing suorroundings with your brother
and his fine family. It will take a while for your to slow down and get
accustomed to taking things easy; however, as both doctors lndicated, you
really don't have much cholce ln this matter. I can appreciate just how
difficult it s to follow thelrorders. Like the Doctors, I am hopeful that
the rest of these three months will restore your heart to something llke its
normal pattern and I will continue to keep thls as an intention In my prayers

and Masses.

As 1 promised, 1 am enclosing a checkfrom the diocese in the amount of
$350,00 for the month of June; another will be sent on the first of July and
the first of August., It might be worthwhlle to have some one check with the
Soclal Securlty Office and to look into Workman's Compensation; lf you are
ellgible for some payments from etther of these two sounrse, you perhaps
might not need the full amount from the dlocese. Be assured that we want
you to haee what you need at thls particular tlme; I will be happy to dis-
cuss thls matter with you any time you wish,

Pentecost was an insplring day; ‘it did seem most fltting to confirm In the
Cathedral last evenlng. May the Holy Spirit continue to gulde all of us.,

With klndest personal greetings, a speclal blessing for you, and a request

for your prayers, I remain
Fraternally In Christ Jesus,

Bishop of Winona
MK000200
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