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Father Patrick Sullivan 
 

 1982: Ordained in the Diocese of Crookston 

 

 2009: Sexually abuses Doe 457 while in ministry on Red Lake Reservation 

 

 2009: Sent to treatment at St. John Vianney 

 

Exhibit 9 to October 8, 2018 Deposition of Bishop Michael Hoeppner: St. John Vianney Report 

of Psychological Assessment dated July 13, 2009 

 

Video Clip Sullivan 1: Excerpt of October 8, 2018 Deposition of Bishop Michael Hoeppner, pp. 

78-79 (response of Bishop Hoeppner to St. John Vianney Report) 

 

Exhibit 16 to October 8, 2018 Deposition of Bishop Michael Hoeppner: St. John Vianney 

Psychiatric Discharge Summary 

 

 

 

Video Clip Sullivan 2: Excerpt of October 8, 2018 Deposition of Bishop Michael Hoeppner, 

transcript pp. 99-102 (Bishop Hoeppner’s lack of follow-up to Fr. Sullivan’s aftercare 

recommendations) 

 

Video Clip Sullivan 3: Excerpt of October 8, 2018 Deposition of Bishop Michael Hoeppner, 

transcript pp. 108-09 (Bishop Hoeppner’s failure to provide the St. John Vianney documents to 

law enforcement or to alert the public to the risk Fr. Sullivan posed) 
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 2016: Fr. Sullivan removed from ministry after Doe 457 lawsuit served 

 

 December 2017: Bishop Hoeppner reinstates Fr. Sullivan in ministry after review board finds 

allegations not-credible (review board not provided with Fr. Sullivan’s treatment records) 

 

 February 2019: Fr. Sullivan placed on administrative leave after report made of a “boundary 

issue” 
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Father Joseph Richards 
 

 1989: Ordained in the Diocese of Crookston  

 

 1990s: Admits to Msgr. Foltz and Bishop Balke to having sexually abused a 5 year-old boy 

at age 15  

 

 1993: on Leave of Absence from Diocese of Crookston 

 

 1993: Receives treatment at St. Michael’s Community (Servants of the Paraclete) in St. 

Louis, Missouri 

 

Exhibit 3 to November 27, 2018 Deposition of Bishop Michael Hoeppner: St. Michael’s 

Community 1993 Psycho/Social History of Fr. Richards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 1994-96: Participates in aftercare programs at St. Michael’s Community 

 

 1997: Placed back in ministry in the Diocese of Crookston 

 

Video Clip Richards 1: Excerpt of November 27, 2018 Deposition of Bishop Michael Hoeppner, 

transcript pp. 113-14 (Bishop Hoeppner’s testimony that he has never seen Fr. Richards’ 

Psycho/Sexual History and it does not cause him to reconsider Fr. Richards’ position in ministry) 

 

 Present: Pastor of St. Joseph Church in Fertile, MN and Mission at St. Lawrence, Mentor, 

MN 
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Monsignor Roger Grundhaus 
 

 1971 or 1972: Msgr. Grundhaus sexually abuses Ron Vasek when Ron is 16 or 17 years old 

 

 1991 to 2008: Msgr. Grundhaus serves as Vicar General in the Diocese of Crookston 

 

 2011: Vasek discloses the abuse to Bishop Hoeppner 

 

 2012: Bishop Hoeppner represents to the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis that Msgr. 

Grundhaus is fit for ministry despite Vasek’s abuse and report 

 

Exhibit 15 to November 27, 2018 Deposition of Bishop Michael Hoeppner: October 12, 2012 

Letter to Jennifer Haselberger, Chancellor for Canonical Affairs for Archdiocese 

 

 

Video Clip Grundhaus 1: Excerpt of November 27, 2018 Deposition of Bishop Michael 

Hoeppner, transcript pp. 99-100 (Bishop Hoeppner’s testimony regarding his misrepresentations 

to the Archdiocese about Msgr. Grundhaus’ fitness to minister) 

 

Video Clip Grundhaus 2: Excerpt of November 27, 2018 Deposition of Bishop Michael 

Hoeppner, transcript pp. 100-104 (Bishop Hoeppner’s testimony regarding misrepresentations 

made to the Archdiocese to avoid public scandal) 

 

 October 2015: The Diocese fails to disclose Msgr. Grundhaus’ name or personnel file in 

violation of court order obtained in Doe 19 v. Diocese of Crookston  
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 October 2015: Bishop Hoeppner forces Ron Vasek into silence and coerces Vasek to sign a 

letter recanting his abuse by Msgr. Grundhaus 

 

Exhibit 6 to November 27, 2018 Deposition of Bishop Michael Hoeppner: Letter Bishop 

Hoeppner coerced Ron Vasek into signing 

 

 
 

 

 December 2017: Mahnomen County judge orders evidentiary hearing to determine if Bishop 

Hoeppner should be sanctioned for intentionally violating the Doe 19 court order in failing to 

disclose Msgr. Grundhaus’ name and file  

 

 September 2019: Archbishop Bernard Hebda begins canonical investigation into Bishop 

Hoeppner’s conduct, making Hoeppner the first U.S. Bishop investigated under Pope 

Francis’ new Motu Proprio “Vos Estis Lux Mundi” (“You are the Light of the World”) 

 

 

 

 
 


