DIOCESE OF WINONA

Office of The Bisl‘lop PASTORAL CENTER
May 18, 2005
Dear
I had an opportunity to speak with since our meeting here at the

Diocesan Pastoral Center. He contacted Bob and they talked about their feelings and
whether or not they would be open to reconciliation. They both expressed that they do
not wish to pursue it at this time. I understand that this is a disappointment for you, but

invite you to continue to try.

A big part of feeling whole again can happen when we find solace ourselves. Tim.e isa
great healer and perhaps, in time, there will be a conversion of heart for other family

members.

I’d like to take this opportunity to invite you and your wife, to the Ecumenical
Healing Service for Victims of Abuse and Violence. This service will be held at the
Cathedral of the Sacred Heart in Winona on Thursday, May 26™ at 7:00 p.m. All the
churches in our area received notice of this service and have been invited. It is our hope
that many will join together to pray for those who are hurting. 1 understand you would
have to travel a distance to join us. If you cannot attend, please know that you will be in
my prayers as we lift up all victims of abuse and those families affected by this violence.

I would welcome seeing you again. I will continue to pray for reconciliation for you and

Sincerely yours in Christ,
)

AW A /
b;/%f'f °f»’-"‘»f{ ':r,f.-"‘”/("' s

Most Rev. Bernard J. Harrington
Bishop of Winona

55 West Sanborn Street 8 PO Box 588 » Winona, MN 65987
Telephone: 507/454-4643 » Fax: 507/454-8106  BE-mail: bharring@dow.org
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PJ Thompson

From:

Sent:  Sunday, April 02, 2006 12:35 AM
To: PJ Thompson; Jeff Anderson
Subject: Anniversary

Hi PJ, Would you give this message to Bishop Harrington? Now that it's been almost a year since I
visited in Winona with you and the bishop, just was wondering if anything has tranpired from our
conversations. I thought the bishop was going to get back to me about the ideas that we agreed on. If he
doesn't remember our conversation I have a copy of it on a tape recording. I will be more than happy to
get a copy to him if it would help. Look forward to hearing from you.

4/5/2006
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DIOCESE OF WINONA

Office of the Chancellor PASTORAL CENTER

June 5, 2006

Thomas P. Adamson
Box 3034
Eau Claire, W1 54702

Dear Tom,

I am enclosing the Monthly Report form from my office and ask that you complete the
information during the month of June. Return the form to my office at the end of the
month.

Bishop Harrington talked to me about his recent visit. Iam hopeful that the radiation
treatments you received give you a hopeful report from the doctors. He also said that you
had not been getting the forms from our office. I reviewed your file and the forms that
we produced. Inoted in several places in the file, it was difficult to distinguish the Box
number as 3034 or 3039. If the Box number was written incorrectly, we use a non-return
address envelope and it could have been thrown away. I took the address above from
your own stationery, so I am presuming it will arrive. I will send reports the first week of
each month. If you do not receive a form, please call me immediately.

Knowing the press reports can trigger some anxiety, continue to keep your daily prayer
practice. As in all things, the Lord will continue to walk with you. If you have any
questions or need to discuss your report, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Bl
. P.J. Thompson

Chancellor
Enc.

cc:  Most Rev. Bernard J. Harrington

55 West Sanborn Strect m PO Box 588 = Winona, MN 55087

Telephone: 507/454-4643 w Fax: 507/454-8106 http://ww&ow.org
TAQ000035
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‘“Third Adamson
lawsiuit settled

Winona Diocese
to pay portion
of settlement

By Shawn Datton
Winoha Daily News

The Roman Catholic Diocese of
Winona must pay part of "a sub-
stantlal sum" of money to a 20-
year-old man who llled a lawsuil
claiming he was sexually abused as
a child by a former diocese priest.

Detalls of the out-of-court settle-
ment Wednesday were nol released
by agreement between both sldes,
but the attorney representing the
plaintiff sald the amount reflects
the seriousness of the allegations
against the Rev, Thomas Adamson.

‘‘The amount represents a sub-
stantlal recognition dnd acknowl-
edgement by church authorities
that lhey have made serious mis-
takes over the yerrs, and is a major
gtep in the recognition that they are
changlng thelr ways,” SL. Paul at-
torney Jeffery Anderson aaid.
“(The amount) represents a reali-
zatlon of the serlous damage done

Rev. Thomas Adamson {1962)
The unidentified man who filed
the sult ngalnst Adamson, 56,
claimed lhe priest sexunlly abused
him In late 1881 while he was a 13-
year-old- altar boy at the Church of
the Risen Savler In Apple Valley,
MInn., a suburb of Minneapalis.
The lawsuit was one of four alleg-
Ing that Adamson sexually abused

to youth by the sexual abuse (by a

person in a posilion of authority like . piaase see PRIEST/4A

a priest)."”

.

From page 1A

boys and that church autharities al-

lowed his abuse to continue, This

award was the third seltled out of

court, with one more case sched-
- uled this spring,

The olher Iwo cases were both
sellled out-ol-court for undisclosed
amounts of money.

The lirst was seltled in April 1986.
It was filed In 1987 by Gregory John
Riedle, 25, of St. Paul, who elalmed
the priest began assaulling him in
the. spring of 1877 and continued
until the spring of 1979, Riedle, who
was 13 at the time, said he conlin-
ued to sulfer emotional problems as
a resull of the alieged abuse, and
had served time in prison for sex-
ually abusing girls, which a psychi-
atrist linked to childhood sexual
abuose,

The other cese was also settled
last year. In It, another unidentified
man accused the priest of sexuvally
abusing him In 1870 at St. Thomas
Aquinas Church in St. Paul Park,
Minn,

Anderson, who represented the
alleged victims, said a filth case
may be brought lnler jnvelving an

—— et

» Pr ieSt/Settlement details secret

incident [rom the early 15605 when
Adamson was a priest with the
Winona Diocese at St. Adrian’s
Church In Adrian, Minn.

The Rev. Gerald Mahon, vienr
general for the Winona Diocese,
said the terms of the settlement
prohibited him {rom commenting on
eilher the allegations or amount the
local diocese would have to pay.
The Winona Diocese, along with the
Archdlocese of St. Paul and Minne-
apolis, are responsible for paying
the money to tﬁ: plaintiff and his
attorneys. .

Anderson said an investigation by
hiz office identified 21 other boys al-
legedly abused by Adamaon, who is
no longer assigned Lo a parish, The
statute of limitations has expired on
many cases, bul Anderson said
additional lawsults are possible,

Originally Adamson was named
slone in the lawsuils, but Anderson
said the Investigation showed the
priest was a sexual compulsive who
could nol control his behavior, This,
the atlorney said, led to the Inclu-
slon of the church as a defendant.

“They were negligenl and indl(-
ferent," Anderson said,
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was a "budget buster.”

The 401-26 vote followed a last-
minute appeal by Reagan to Re-
publican members, who nonethe-
less deserted him in droves, It also
apparently foreshadowed the re-
sults of an override vote scheduled
for today in the Senate.

“1 think it is going to be very dif-
ficult,” said Senate Minority Lead-
er Robert Dole, R-Kan., on Tues-
day morning, after meeting with

plants and $2 billion for special
cleanup projects.

Minnesota would receive §44.6
million under the first year of the
act. Of that total, about $5.8 mil-
lion would go to St. Paul to help

‘continue the city's massive, 10-

year séier separation program. It
is designed to end the release of.
untreated waste into the Mississip-
pi River during periods of heavy

Ploase sce Veto/4A

Catholic priest faces
sexual abuse lawsuit

By Virginia Rybin
Stall Writer

A Catholic priest sexually
abused many boys over a period of
17 to 13 years in the southern Min-
nesota Diocese of Winona and later
in the Twin Cities, a lawsuit filed
Tuesday by one of the alleged vic-
tims charges.

Church authorities, including
Archbishop John Roach and three
bishops, were aware of at least
some-of the abuse and failed to
take appropriate action, the com-
plaint filed in Ramsey County Dis-
triet Court alleges.

Instead of reporting the sexual
contact to law enforcement au-
thorities and removing the man
from the priesthood, the document
alleges, church officials referred
the priest for counseling and re-
peatedly transferred him to new

- assignments, One of their aims, the
complaint alleges, was avoiding
adverse publicity for the church.

The lawsuit was filed by Grego-

Business . . .. - 1D
Classitied ads
Comics « « - «

Dear Abby - .. .8C
il Edltorials . . . . 12A

ry John Riedle and his parents,
John and Janet Riedle, against the
Rev. Thomas Adamson. The as-.
saults on Riedle, now 22, allegedly
occurred when he was an altar boy
at St. Thomnas Aquinas Church in
St. Paul Park, where Adamson
served as an associate pastor.
Adamson engaged in sexual con-
tact with Riedle ahout once a
month from the fall of 1977, when
Riedle was 13, until the spring of
1979, the complaint alleges. The

contact allegedly included mutual

masturbation and oral sex.
Defendants in the lawsuit are the
Diocese of Winona, the Archdio-
cese of St. Paul and Minneapolis,
§t. Thomas Church and Adamson.
The lawsuit seeks compensatory
damages ‘in excess of $50,000”
from all defendants and punitive
damages “in excess of $50,000”

each from the Archdiocese and the

Winona Diocese.
In the punitive damages claim

Please see Suit/4A

Movles

. .4B Nation/World. . . 3A

. 10C  Newsmakers . . .5A

Crossword . . .*11C Obiluaries . .3B,4B
Reviews. . . . . 12C

Sports. « . . .« . 1D
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Fundamentalist Shiite Moslenr studénts in
protest the abductions of four professors
warships were cruising just 50 miles off Lel

License plate

o » ololo}o
issue reheats | WLfEéE-
. . . . '
Legislature
P B Gov. !

By Jack B, Cofiman : :
St Witer {‘(‘)‘ﬁlp“;’;’j

The great Minnesota license | tive papc,:kag.
plate battle reopened Tuesday in | g Advc:
the Legislature. N : shalves A

When the dust settles, perhaps | groyps prc‘»'
by May, state motorists eitﬁgr will | the Legisla:
have license plates good for the life
of their vehicles or be required lo  “ymamemn
gel new ones good for several placeients;
yors: R : Opponent:

The controversial issue, which placement :
has produced hundreds of blister- the Sonale
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cleaning up ot American waiers.

Suit
Gontinuad from Page 1A
against the Winooa Dlocese, the
complaint alleges that “this long
history of frrasponsible and dutra.
geous conduct, the callous (lisre-
gard for the safety and wall-being
of minor parlshioner bags, the pat-
tern of concealinent and sitence lo
maijntaln the cloak of dark secrecy
around the sexual assaults of a
ricst upon minor parlshioner
ys" tesulled In the assaulls oh
Riedle,
The Mawsull, filed by St Paul
lawyers Jefl'r‘.g . Anderson and -~
Mark Relnhardt, alleges that Rie-

Wla

Alter hearing, of other allega-
tions of ahuse by Adamson,
Watters allegedly referred him for
theragy. In 1874, Adamson re
sigred at 51 Francis, supposedly
tecswe a brother of some alieged
viclims threatened to moke the
abuse public, The brother allegedly
had asked Walters to dismiss
Adamson.

In Jamary 1974, Adamsen (eant-
feryed Lo the Twin Citles, Walters

ly did not lell church au-
[hocitien in Ihe Twin Cities l;ﬂbent
saiot al

Tling Sl EXpuieuiee e
enuagbnrawrs s\‘wlﬂ be brooght in
{0 wark will the show, and s
\oaking for additional weiter.

e have nol. hired snyone yet,
but we're looking at materiel,
some of which |2 promising.” he
said. “In terms pf musicl we'rs
always looking for now an fresh
acts.’ The additlonal stcength e
will have in stafflng for the TV
shaw will gnable us to spend the
{ime ta really Jook for and bring in
some fresh performers.”

Kliog emphashed that, aside
from a live halbhour of "The
Grand Ole Opry" on “The Mash-
ville Netwark,” the Dignay Chan-
nel's televising of “A Frairie Home '
Campanion” would be the anly live

int.
the

wa
m¢

Ihe abaie. The -
leges that ha lled under oath by des
Ing keowledpe of Adnmson’s sex-

dle to sulfer
distress as a resull of the alleged
abuse. Nelnhardt sald Rledic has
served lime In privon for sexval
abuse of Fm' and a psychiatrist
has linked Lhose incidents to bis
blstory as an abuse vielim,

St. Thomas Church, the Archdio-
cese and the Winona Digcese were

i a 1

i 8 o
sorve as A priest, partiedarly ene
with eontact with boys, io view of
his koown history, the complaint
alleges.

Theodore Collins, Adomson's at-
torney; Andrew Elsenzimmer, al-
for the Archdiocese; and

n
Uh msaults while glving  sworu
statement in Mareh 1986,

In June 1876, Archblshop Roach
of the Archdloese of St. Paul and
Minneapolin appointad Adamson as
associale pastor at St, Thomas.

In June 1998, Adamion was
transterred lo Immaculate Con-
eu‘;lhn Church In Columbia
II[ ""?"f‘“ ll%ﬁldm
of serin]l nbuse su Oc-
efu’rﬂx In 1970 with 3 bay lgl.hll.

pa
In fall 1879, {he parents of that
hoy lefermed a priest, whe con-

Lorne: Lack
Willisen Hull, allorney for the cmfhﬁfm .’:L’h‘i’ﬂ;‘:: -
Winana Diocess, all declined com-  mitted e contact to Carlson, the
nuinl on the compl @ A L says, ;_m!. lhi archilio-
nap t, the eme { him o Apple Val-
e i s
ocesn an neap arjsa lat
said offlelals were saddened lo ancmm:utze.hqmdguﬂ:;g::
learn of the alleged sexual abuse,  4damecq that forbade any contact
with yeuth. Any breach would

‘which Is :nnlrnlz‘ln the Gospel and
try.

Ahe church's m
e GRS
WAL %m@%g%%

i Tiltlon allantier
The cemplaint refera Lo alleged
asssills an at least ninn boys, and
wggests there may have been
more viellmg,
. The flest assaults allegedly oc
curce in 1961 or 1062, whea
Adamion was essociate pastor al
1, Adrian's Church in Adclan,
Minn., {nthe Winona Diccese.

Adamson allegedly told fhe boys
Ihat “the pricst’s vow of celibacy
does pol probibit homosexual rela-
\ionships and that the church has
given priests the rl%hl 10 have aox-
unl relationships wilh boys"

1n 1963, the late Dishop Edward
3! Id of the Winona Divcest
appolnted Adamson assoclale pas-
tor at &t John's Parish in
(aledontu, Where he I]l:ﬁtﬂj’ ane
gaged fn sexual contact with 2 boy
wht was a parishioner,

Fitagerald heard rumors of the
seaval contact, and Adamson evan-
tually admitted it to him, the com-
plaiat allégu. Inres , Fitzger-
ald allegedly a ed Adamson
to contral his behavior and (rans-
ferred blm to Rochester.

In 1967, while be was assistant

ineipal of Lourdes High Seheal at

ochester, Adamson eogaged In

sexual contack with & boy lrom 3

h ish, the comploint al-
tse

pari
boy's mother reporied
he alleged I{ the document
5ay5, ani Pitxgeraid learned of It
He (ransferred Adamnson to Albert
Lea. -

feges. The

In 191, Adamsen refurned Lo
Rochester as pastor of SL Francis
Chureh. He allegedly bad serval
contagt with several boys and ad.
milted ope assault Lo Dishop Loras

e spansion and return to the
Winona Docese, Roach and Adani-
son signed Lhe aqreement Lo 1983,

3 the complaint alleges,

£
-

nOclober 1984, Carlson learnad
olmaﬂegluomfnvmln Tiedle,
and Adimsen admitted Ebem 1o
Carlson, the complatat allages.

None of the church authorilies
reporied the criminal sexual con-
:nr.l lo polive, the complaint al-
eges. .

Continued from Page 1A
Department of Publle Health,

“Theso cases alre in chlldg:g (gal
are appropriately immunized, but
the vacelne Is ooly 85 percent of-
fective al best," said Pelerson,
chlel of Ihe slate’s section of acule
disease programs, “This Is a sitva-
tion where when the clrcumslances
are ﬂﬂl, sore people will be sus-
coplible” -

Ope problem in Inhibiting (he
zmdl of mumps Is that chﬁﬂ:m
nol

national cable telecash orighating |
from anywhere_outside ol New f
York City or Los Angeles. -

“That’s a plus for thls city and 1/

Meters |
|

Continued fram Poge 1A
es lor people that want n spoL.”

Pubilic Works Depariment direc-

tor l?walduN :ii:l‘d. saln:] the ‘n»-

ral creased parking
% ?:sls and reflecls dnwntwﬁ
grawth.

“In the mid'70s, things Were
dormant,” he sald, "But now down-
town bas developed and we're at
anolber cf the downtown ev.
olution. We've come to anather big
step, anoiber crossroads.”

Parking meler rates haven'l
changed the early 19805, aed
Mayor George Lntimer’s hodget
office began Innl[n# al the fssue
Jast spring, Nygaard said, The In-
crease was subsequently sel as a

oal for the city's 1588 budget de-

iberations, which begin 'ihis
spring. .
The city expects packing meter
revenues lo rise from 31 million to
$1.5 million under the proposal,
taking into accoun! a slight drop In
wyage. The clly also sees the possi-
bility of indirect finaneial gains be-

eause It has been Invalved in fi-

nancing most parking ramps bullt

In the pasl decade. By increasing
meler rates, the eity would encaur-

ae Uhe use of those parking ramps,

which in tern d help reduce
debt on the projects.

City offlclals said they were un-
certaln how the proposal would be
veceived, especially when it comes

Saudis fw
for AWA!

!
New Yotk Times

WASHINGTON ~ King Fahd

always show symploms of .
the disease when they have already m":ﬁ;‘;’ 3:" ;‘.‘ lﬁ?hi;? ::ﬂ. ll
m::i:!d it and are E;pahle of  communist resistance groups 3l
e o e TR
T 3 t b
feel siﬁk, bul they can be p i nlrm_m]un i nnin;’t msl\:‘.{g ;
zable," she aid. radar planes, according (o US. of-
1n 1043, 30 cases were reporied  ficials and otbers familiar wihthe
statewide, and seven were reporl-  deal. :,
od in 1984, stale health officlals A an example of this arrange-
i

< sad. Ope case was reported In

1985 and another in the tirsl ning
months of 1286. The dramatic io-
crease in the number of cases i
the past lew monthz Is nol a
surprise, however, Peterson sald,
“Ths is pot apything very unusy-
al In owr eyes,” she said, "We o
pect a certaln number of cases
once some children have been ex-
posed.”
Olter stales, i‘nchldlng Nlinols

2

roent, Fabd 2nd olher officlals
tried in 1984 and 1985 (o funoel §1§
million 1o the Nicaraguan rebels, o
according to an Amerizan busl-
nessman who said he tumed down
direet requests from Fabd and
other Saud| olficials 1o be a candult
for the money. The businessman
said the {ynds were lo bave been
sent through Ricbard Secord, a re-
tired Alr Foree major general, and
Albert Hakim, Secord’s partner.

Ar Nar hosn ranarted ronpres.
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Man to stand trial
for plot to kill priest
who abused him

EAU CLAIRE, Wis. AP} - A
Minnesota man accused of plan-
ning to kill a ﬁrlest he says sexual-
ly assanlted him more than a de-
cade ago has been ordered to stand
trial for attempted first-degree in-
tentional homicide,

Circuit Judge William O'Brien
ordered Thursday that Gregory J.
Riedle be bound over for trial on
the charge even though police ap-
prehended the defendant at an Ean
Claire tavern May 21 before any
actual attempt was made on the
priest's life,

In tearful testimony, Riedle's
girlfriend sald she had expressed
concern to authorities because
Riedle was distraught after expos-
ing himself to a baby sitter. She
sald he blamed his “sickness” on
sexual abuse he suffered years
ago.

The judge denied a defense mo-
tion seeking dismissal of the
charge because of insufficient evi-
dence.

Riedle was charged last week

with planning to kill the Rev,
Thomas P. Adamson, a now-inac-
tive priest. Riedle claimed the
priest had sexual contact with him
while Riedle was an altar boy in
St. Paul Park, Minn,, between 1977
and 1979.

Adamson was born in Byron and
was pastor of St. Francis Catholie
Church in Rochester for several
years. He also was an assistant

rincipal at Lourdes High School
n the mid-1980s.

Although the priest acknowl-
edged sexual contact, he was. not
prosecuted criminally because the
statute of limitations had expired
by the time it was revealed in 1984
or 1885,

But Riedle filed a civil suit
against the Archdiocese of Minne-
apolis and St. Paul and in 1988
accepted an out-of-court settle-
ment that pays him $1,000 a
month. :

Janel L. Schafer, Riedle's egirl-
friend, testified she received a
telephone call from Riedle, who
was distraught because he had ex-

osed himself to a 14-year-old
aby sitter,

He said "he hales the sickness
he has ... and that he doesn't know
how to control it,” Schafer told the

* court. “He said had he not been

abused, he wouldn’t have this prob-
lem, and that he hated not ing
normal.”

During her testimony, she didn't
deny the conversation caused her
to worry, but she sald Riedle did
not actually threaten the priest.
She said Riedle wished himself and
the priest dead, but he didn't say
he was going to kill anyone,

Authorities said Schafer ex-
pressed concern after the conver-
sation that Riedle was going to
Wisconsin to kill the priest, who
now lives near Eau Claire at’
Altoona.

Paul A. Miller, an Eau Claire
police officer, testified he and an-
other officer searched Riedle’s car
and hotel room and found a wood-
en club and a butcher knife
wrapped in a towel.
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‘Man charged with

From staff reports, wire senm:es

EAU CLAIRE, Wis,. — A St
Paul man has been charged with
plotting to kill the Rev. Thomas
Adamson, a former priest who sex-
ually abused him as a youth.

charged

count of attempted first-degree in-
tentional homicide. He is charged
with going to the Eau Claire area
to kill Adamson. He believed
Adamson, a former Rochester
priest, was living in that area. Au-

. .thorities ‘were tipped off by Rie-
dle’s girlfriend
his plans. ;

Adamson was born in Byron-and

-~'was pastor of St. Francis Catholic

Church in Rochester for several

iy , ~ years. He was also an assistant
Gregory J. Riedle, 26, was"
hursday in- Eau Claire
County District Court with  one -

principal at Lourdes High School
in the mid-1960s.

happened when Adamson was
serving in the Twin Cities and Rie-
. dle'was an altar boy. Riedle’s fam-

- Hy sued and that suit was settled

out of court for an undisclosed
-amount.

who he told about

~The “sexual - assault on Riedle

Adamson admitted having the
sexual relationship with Riedle in
the mid- to'late 1970s, according to
the Eau Claire County District At-

.-torney’s office. The relationship

lasted more than a vear but wasn’t
discovered until the mid-1980s, the
report said. - -

The Eau Claire complaint states
that Riedle came to Eau Claire
earlier in the week after telling his
girliriend he intended to kill
Adamson.
county jail in liew of $50,000 bond,
His next court appearance will be

Riedle remains in the .

Pplotting to kill priest

Tuesday.

He was arrested in an Eau
Claire tavern Monday after police
were alerted by Minnesota an-
thorities,  © T

He is quoted in the complaint as
telling police he was “glad you
caught me now. ... You saved a lot
of people a lot of trouble.”

A search of Riedle’s car and mo-
tel room turned up a butcher knife,
club and an apologetic note to the
girlfriend, The letter read “He has
to die. Unfortunately, with his
death comes mine.”



- Bishop says he
“didn’t know about
sex abuse history

Fram stalf reparts, wire services

ANOKA, Minn, — A retired
bishop of the Winona Diocese tes.
, utied}‘in a civil trial that when he
became a bishop there in 1969, he
was unaware one of his priests
. had a history of sexually a using
g, 1o '

Bishop Loras Watters said
Wednesday he received no infor-
mation about the Hev. Thomas
Adamson’s problem from the
previous bishop or other diocese
officlals. " -

" Watters took the stand in the

Anoka County trial in which
Adamson has admitted sexual
miscanduct in the diocese hegin-
* “ning in 1961 and in the Archdio-
. ‘¢ese of St. Paul-Minneapolis af-
* ter he was' transferred there in

AR ) : $

A 24-year-old Columbia
Heights ‘man who contends
‘Adamson began abusing him in

.. 1979 js suing the two dioceses, He

. says the dioceses were negligent
and willfully indifferent In allow-

ing Adamson to work as a priest,

" when “church authorities  knew
1 about his abuse history. :
The man and his parents claim
the abuse t':cul'._ml.u::rl through 1984
“after Adamson had been trans-
* . ferred to an Apple Valley church
. cand’ caused serious emotional
‘and physical damage to the vie-
tim, - : '

. But - Watters' testimony

"' Wednesday differed sharply from

the verslon Adamson earlier told
the jury and Judge Phyllls Jones,
" Adamson had said he admitted
to the late Bishop Edward Fits-
Farald sexual improprieties be-
ween 1864 and 1967 while serv-
ing parishes or schools In Caledo-
nia and Rochester, .

Watters denied knowledge of
those admissions and of Adam-

-son's claim that previous dioce-

_san authorities had ordered the

« priest. to undergo psychiatric

. counseling.

" Watters said he first learned
(of a' potential ‘problem through
an anonymous phone call in De-

- cember 1973. On the basis of that

- call, Watlers said Wednesday, he
suggested to Adamson that he
consult with a psychiatrist, Watt-
ers sald he was unaware that
. Adamson in previous years had
seen a psychiatrist,

This morning Watters said
Adamson was evauluated by
Rochester psychlatrist Dr, Frap-
cis Tyce, who recommended that
Adamson enter a treatment cen-
ter in Hartford, Conn,

He was trealed there for two
months, returning to St, Francis
Church In Rochester in August
1974. Watters snid Adamson was

‘Lo have followup outpatlent con-

sultations. But he leared in Octo-
ber or November of that ear
that Adamson was not regularly
keeping those appointments,

Watters said he told Adamsan
to resume the outpatient appoint-
menls or face possible removal
from the parish, -

In- December 1974, Watters
said, -he-recieved an’ anonymous
thne call from a man complain-
ng about Impro]pcr contact by
Adamson. He said he met wit
Adamson and determined (he
call came from a staff member
al St. Francis whose brother had
been abused by Adamson at
Adrian, Minn,”

‘The person called back a few

. days later and threatened to take

over the pulpit at St, Franeis to
denounce Adamson.

Watters said he told the caller
that he would not remove Adam-
son on the basis of anonymons
phone calls, But he told jurors
today that he already had decid-
ed to remove Adamson from St,
Francis. ]

Watters said he mel with the
victlim, then a priest who was
belng treated in Rochester for
alcoholism, but the victim did
not talk about abuse by Adam-
son, :
Wallers sajd he removed
Adamson within a week of the
second call In order to get
Adamson involved in outpatient
consultation, The threat of public
exposure by the caller was one
factor in his decision, Watters
safd.

. Adamson's recollection of how

he came to enter trealment dif-

" fered sharply from Watters', He

testified that while he was pastor
In Rochester, he had sexually
touched a youth in a swimmin,
ool in April 1974. Adamson sai
Ee admitted the incident to Watt-
ers, which resulted in his enter-
ing treatment, Watters had no
recollection of that Wednesday,
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Church
settles

abuse

lawsuit

Rev. Adamson was
arget of complaint

Hy Co nrad deFiehre
F Writer

|

A 20-year-old inan has accepted “a
bstantial sum™ o seile his suit

'a:cusing n Roman Catholic priest of

“skxually abusing him when he was

13, the man's lawyer said Wednes-
day -

¢ undisclased setilement to be

id by ‘church officials “represents
grhl‘cant recognition of the damage
i'm! is done when a Catholic priest
bresches the trust he is given, even
on one occasion,” said the lawyer,
rrrrcy Anderson of 1, Paul:

Tie suit alleged thﬂl the Rev, Than-
s~Adamson molested the plaintiff,
identified only as John Doe, at the
Apple Valley Church of lhc Risen
Savior in late 1981, A tripl in the suit
againgt the Archdiocese of S1. Paul

: dnd Minneapolis and the Diocese of
© Winona was scheduled to begin
3 Mnm!ny in Rumsey County District

Courl. Adamson has been hecused of
abusing as; many as 25 boys over
20'years in eight parishes in the Twin
Cities and southern Minnesotn. He

! has admitted some of the allegations

and denied others, |nc£udms ase in

. lh: John Dae suit.

Chumh ofﬁ:in]s and 1h:ir attormey,
Andrew Eisenzimmer, could not he
reached. for comment yesierday.
Whien 2 similar suit involving Adam-
Lon was settled out of court last year,

- -Eisenzimmer said only that church

officials were “pleased with the set-
tlement.” Anderson has filed suits on
behalf of four of Adamson's alleged

victims, One involving Gregory John -

Riedle of St Paul was settled last
April, also for an wundisclosed

smount, Two ether suits on behalf of -

unnsmed plaintiffs at Immaculate
Conception Church in Columbia
Heights and in Rochester, Minn., are
awm!mglnal

Adarn.'.on. no longer an active priest,
was 4 defendant in the Riedle suit,
but- not the others. Anderson said
that as the suits procecded it became

‘cléar that Adamson was & sexual

- compulsive - who could not contral
‘his behavior, but that church officials

tumned their backs on the problem

. and cantinued to assign him o dif-

ferent pansh:s

'They were neshsunt and indifler-

enl,” Anderson said. "Adamson was

! like a mad dog foaming at the mouth,

. schoolyard.”

-arid they turned him loose in the *
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Priest allegedly abused 5 Rochester_ boys

By BONNIE BRESSERS
Post-Bulletin Staff Writer

Five Rochester area boys are among 14 chil-
dren allegedly abused by a priest who formerly
served in the Winona Diocese, -according to
court documents filed in a lawsuit ‘against-the -
Winana Diocese and the hrchdmcese of St Paul
and Minneapolis. :

The Rev. Thomas Admnn, 54., the subject nf
two lawsuits alle egmg sexual abuse of children, .
has acknowledged molesting youths in Roches-
ter and other parishes he has served, according |
to court depositions.

Under a motion filed in Ramsey County Dis-
trict Court, the Archdiocese of St. Paul and -
Minneapolis and the Diocese of Winona would.
be assessed punitive damages for allegedly
covering up sexual abuse by Adamsnn over: t.he
‘past 23 years,

The 102-page motion for" plmltwe damages,
filed W y, will be heard by Judge Kath-
leen Gearin at 10:30 a.m. Nov. 17, said Jeffrey
R. Anderson, the St. Paul attorney who filed the -
motion on behalf of Mary Doe and her minor
son, John Dee,

Anderson said an investigation shows that
Adamson allegedly sexually abused 14 children,
including five from the Rochester area. - |

There was attemnpted sexual contact with
two boys in 1967, when Adamson was a teacher
at Lourdes High School, Anderson said. He said
Adamson asked both hoys to remove their
clothing and one complied.-

Adamson was transferred from Rochester,
but he eventually returned to St. Francis par-
ish. Anderson said a 1973 incident. involved a
13-year-old Rochester boy in a swimming pooi, -

and a 1974 incident involved a 14-year-old
Rochaler boy in a sauna.

‘ered before”

Adamson was then -sent far treatment. ac-

“eording to Anderson, but three months later he

returned to St. Francis. At that time, the family -
of a 1961 wct.:m demanded Ius removal Ander—
sonsa:d. B '

“The ﬁ.fth B.ochaste.r Vichm has not. been Iden-
tlﬁsd, he said.

- Andlerson’ said the dacuments filed m conrt"

shew a:shocking breadth ‘'of knowledge ‘among
. church officials az_ad pnests ‘that was undiscov

. One of the Iawsmts agamst Adamson alleges
.-that the priest sexually abused Gregory Riedle ™
“from 1977 to 1979, while Riedle was an altar
. boy at St. Thomas Aquinas Church in St.'Paul
Park. Riedle was 13 when the abuse allegedly

‘began. Adamson has admztted t.hat ahuse ina:
-sworn statement. ;

“The other" Iawmt a]leges t.hat Adamson'

‘abused an. unidentified 13-year-old- Dakota
County boy at least once in the fall of 1982,

while the priest was assigned to the Church of
‘the Risen Savior in Burnsville. Adamson admit-

ted to being in’‘a“whirlpool ‘with the boy but

- denied any improper t::mching court documents'

show.
Adamsonhassmdhehadsmalmtacta

- attempted sexual contact with about nine ol‘her: Fonigo ek i od”

boys, according to'the documents::

Three Adrian boys were the f‘m:t of Adam-
son’s victims, the documents said. The - first
allegedly was abused in 1961. Adamson also

 allegedly abused or attempted to abuse one boy"

mCaJ onia.

“ After the transfer to.the Twin Cities, inci-
dents” involving .Riedle, another boy at St
Thnmas mmggf:mas and a male hitchhiker alleged-

In 1980, Adamson allegedly abused
buy at. Immaculate Conception Cgumh n

Columbia Heights.

~* Church officials allegedly first learned of the

allegations in 1964 Adamsen was dismissed
irom parish work in 1984

‘‘Both ‘lawsuits allege :‘that highly placed
church officials in the archdiocese aynd !:n the

Diocese of Winona knew of Adamson’s abuse of
- and could have prevented the abuse-

other. boys
of the two who sued. Instead, the lawsui

allege. they conhnued to asmgn Adamsan to -

par shes.

‘The mvwngatwu has revealed that two Wi-
- nona bishops, Loras Watters and Edward Fitz-
gerald, the Diocesan.priests’ persennel board,
at-least 15 other priests, a Catholic high school
-principal and three teachers knew of at least
- some of the abuse in‘that diocese. That shows a
patt&m(f! “eoverup and a conspiracy,” Ander-
son saj

‘The Rev. Gerald A. Mahon, Vicar General of -
the Dioccese of Winona, said the diocese will file

an official response in a few weeks.

“Both the Diocese of Winona and Archdio-
cese of St. Paul and Minneapoelis recognize the
serious - pastoral ﬂgohlem and we intend to
.work in close collaboration in continuing to
address it — both legally 3nd pastorally,” he
said. “It is obviously a very painful situation

In February, Archbishop John Roach of the

“Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis denied

knowledge of the situation.

The lawsuits contend that this and other
signs of problems should have led Roach to
inquire further. b

Watters, who has since retired, last wmter

alzo denied wrongdoing in the Adamson case.

This story includes mate.dar from The Asso-
clated .Pn:-.m

e

G|
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Adyvisor: Archbishop overruled
attempts to have Adamson fired

Associated Press

ANOKA, Minn. — A chief advi-
sor to Archbishop John Roach
told a jury that he twice warned
that the Archdiocese of Minne-
apolis and St. Paul would one
day regret not firing 2 priest for
sexually abusing boys, but was
overruled both times.

Bishop Robert Carlson, chan-
cellor of the archdiocese, testi-
fied in Anoka County Court Fri-
day that he vigorously argued in
January 1981 against the Rev.
Thomas Adamson's assignment
to an Apple Valley church., A
month earlier, Roach had forced
Adamson to resign from Immac-
ulate Conception Church in Ce-
lumbia Heights after he admitted
that he had sex with a boy.

Carlson said he “didn't trust”
Adamson and suspected he had
multiple victims and was a risk
to repeat the behavior. But after
a heated discussion, the bishop
said, Roach overruled him.

Adamson was under orders not
to have contact with any youths
after the priest's 1980 admission,
Carlson said.

The bishop said that Catholic
leaders knew that Adamson had

sexually abused a boy in 1980,
but they waited more than six
years before sharing the infor-
mation with parents of another
boy who was close to the priest.

While the order was in effect,
Carlson heard at least two re-
ports that Adamson was seen
with another boy, but the boy's
parenis were not warned, he
said.

“It did not occur to the arch-
bishop that I go see them,” Carl-
son testified.

Not until 1987, after the first of
several sexual abuse lawsuits
against Adamson began to be
filed, did Carlson instruct a
priest at Immaculate Conception
to contact the parents of the sec-
ond boy, Carlson said.

Now 24, the man has filed a
lawsuit accusing Adamson of
sexually abusing him for nine

years beginning in 1979. The suit

against Adamson, the archdio-
cese and the Diocese of Winona,
contends church officials exhibit-
ed willful indifference to the
safety of others by assigning
Adamson to parish work given
the priest’s sexual history.

The suit seeks unspecified

compensatory and punitive dam-
ages. Church officials admit they
made mistakes in handling
Adamson, but they deny willful
indifference.

Parishioners at Immaculate
Conception were not told of the
abuse incident and Adamson's re-
appointment to the Apple Valley
church was intentionally not pub-
lished in the Catholic Bulletin,
the archdiocesan newspaper,
Roach testified Thursday, The
archbishop said that he wanted
to avoid a “public scandal.”

Carlson said he and Roach
knew for certain only that
Adamson had abused one boy at
ihe Columbia Heights church and
that there were reports of a ho-
mosexual relationship between
Adamson and an adult from the
Rochester area.

“I had this feeling — although
there was ne way I could prove
it — that Father Adamson was
admitting only what we definite-
ly knew already,” Carlson said in
court, :

Roach testified Thursday that
he placed too much emphasis on
the positive elements of a psychi-
atric evaluation of Adamson,

who underwent 19 days of inpa-
tient psychotherapy after resign-
ing from Immaculate Concep-
tion. Unbeknownst to Carlson
and Roach at the time, the pro-
gram treated Adamson for de-
pression instead of sexual prob-
lems.

Roach and Carlson each testi-
fied that they didn't understand
the true scope of Adamson’s
problem because they were igno-
rant about pedophilia — 2 disor-
der in which adults are sexually
attracted to children.

“T thought we were dealing
with an isolated act of homosex-
uality and as it furns out we're
clearly dealing with the disease
of pedophilia,” Carlson iestified.

Roach also said he stood by
Adamson because he always had
a strong desire to help priests
overcome personal problems.

“l want to help people, but I
really want to help priests”
Roach said in court Thursday.

Carlson said he was again
overruled by Roach in 1983 when
he sought to fire Adamson after
the priest admitted being in a
whirlpool bath with a teen-age
boy.
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Tenacious lawyc_:;j carves out a schialty.

VIRGINIA RYBIN STAFF WRITER

Jeff Anderson was a rebellious high school student.
His academic career then and later was often less
than impressive. SRR Vi §

The long-haired, self-proclaimed "hippie” and Viet-
nam War protester of his college and law school
years now sits behind a desk in a fancy law office, has
shorter hair and wears expensive suits. '

_But the same iconoclastic rebel is still lnsidé.-_

Friends say that personality uniquely suits Anderson
‘for his present work of taking on a major force in the
establishment — organized religion. :
Jeffrey R. Anderson, 42, specializes in representing
. victims of sexual abuse who are suing their alleged

| -abusers in civil cases. He is recognized as a national.

~ Jeff Anderson’s roundahout

“|' career leads to aiding victims of

 sex abuse by clergy and others
in positions of authority

expert in this field. - =
“While he handles a variety of cases involving
abusers in positions of authority over their victims,
including psychiatrists and teachers, the St. Paul law-
yer has become most well-known for representing
Victims who were abused by members of the clergy.
Several of his highly publicized eases have involved

ANDERSON CONTINUED ON 9A b
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By PATRICK McILHERAN
and DAVE KRAEMER
Winona Daily News '

The former bishop of the Homan
Catholic Diiocese of Winona on Wed-
nesday denied any wrongdeing in
the case of @ priest who has been
accused of sexually assaulting boys,

“On the advice of legal counsel, "
said retired Bishop Loras J.
Watters in a prepared statement, ']
have no statement to make at this
lime, except to deny all allegations
of 1 doi

on the part of the Diocese of Wino-
na." The statement was read to the
Dally News by ivan Kubista, dio-
cese  communications  director,
Hubista said Watters waz too dis-
traught gver the allezations to talk
with the press,

The allegations came to light
Tuesday after an amended lawsuit
was filed in Remsey County District
Court in St. Paul. The lawsuit, filed
by Gregory Riedle, 22, of St, Paul,
and his parenls, John and Janet
Riedle of St. Pau! Pari, Minn,,
claims that & priest uow living in

Thomas

Wingna, the Rev,

Ad , sexually assaulted Riedle
repeatedly fram 1977 to 1979, Riedle
was then an altar boy at St. Thomas
Aquinas Church, St. Paul Park. The
suit i5 3 civil matter, and no erimi-
nal sccusations or charges have
been made against Adamsen,

Riedle is seeking at least £50,000
#ach in damages from the Diocese
of Winona, the Minneapolis-5t. Paul
Archdiccese, St Thomas Aquinas
Chureh, and Adamsen. The essence
of nis claim, said atlorney Jeff
Anderson, is that Riedle himself be-
came 2 sexual offender as a result
of what he said was abuse by
Adamson. . .

- Adamson, 17682 W, Broadwsy, apt.
308, ceuld nol be reached Wednes.
day by telephone or at his apart-

AL = s
Rev. Thomas Adamsesn in 1262

ment, nor would Winona Diccese of.
ficials release any information an
him. He s, according to Winong
Diocese  attorney  Richard
Chadwick, no longer active 3B a
priest, and information in the suit
claims that he last worked as =
priest In January 195 at a parish in
Apple Valley, Minn,

In the suil, Riedle also claims
that from 1961 until 197¢, Adamepn
engaged in sexual activities with at
least nine boys, identified only as
John Dges int the complaint. Rie-
die's [awsuit claims that Ad;

in the 19605, and trips to mental in-
stitutions in ¥ nd Mis-
seurt——

" But Winona Diocese Chancellor~,

’[Fr. Donald Schmitz refused to cor-

Toborate any detsils of Adamscn's

career. He wouldn't say whether

Adamson had undergone mental

treatment, nor would he say wm:/'
on is now doing.

Dr. ! N served as
a psychiatrist at the Rochester
State Hospital during the 19605 and
12705, and who was alleged in the
suit to have pronounced Adamson
“ineerable,” on Wednesday said he
could not remember Adamson. *f
have nathing to comment about the
situstion,"" he said,

Altorney Anderson said the whole
affair came to light after Riedie un-
derwent a ¢ ing program in
1824 when he was 2 prisoner at the
St. Cloud (Minn) State Reforma.
tory. According ta the attarney,
Riedle had been serving a term
after being convicted of eriminal
sexual conduet in 2 case Involying
glrls, a sentence from which he was
paroled in May of 1885. Belare
Riedle claimed having sex with
Adamson to 2 counsejar, said his at-
torney, Riedle's parents had no
knowledge of the alleped incidents.

Anderson said that since Jahn
and Janet Riedle didn't find out
about their son's clzims untl 1984,
they couldn't seek criminal charges

had sex with boys at Adrian, Minn,,
Caledonia, Minn, and Rochester,
Minn., where he was, from 1964
1967, the assistant principal at
Lourdes Hish as well as
Iater at parishes in the Twin Cities
area,

Accarding  to  the lawsuif,
Adamson underwent treatment for
his alleged sexnal misconduct 2
sumber of times, ineluding a stay in
the farmer Rochester State Hospital

0T, use the
thres-year statute of fimitations an
the erime of which the priest is ac-
cused had run out.
Misd charges of ind

exposure from an incident iast April
sre pending against Riedle, accord-
ing to the Ramsey County Altar-
ney's office.

And the suit claims that while of-
fcials of both the Winona Diocese
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and the Minnapolis-St. Paul Arch-

diocese knew about Adamson's

abuses, they too sought no legal ac-

tion.

A Minnesota law, which went into
affect in 1975, requires professionals
who worl with children to report
possible abuse cases,

In addition to compensatory dam-
ages, Riedle is looking for punitive
damages against bhoth dioceses,
claiming that while they knew of
Adamson’s alleged sexual abuses,
they simply transferred him to
other parishes rather than suspend-
ing him ‘from his duties,

The Twin Cities archdiocese had
no substantial comment on the suit.
Archdiocesan officials released a
Statement Tuesday saying that the
church regrets “the damage done to
the young man who was allegedly
abused and the pein caused his
family.” The statement went on to
say the archdiocese js becoming
more aware of sexual abuse, and
noted that such abuse violates the
chureh’s teachings and ministry,

Watters on Wednesday said he [N

agrees with the statement,

While many of the accusations in
the lawsuit are against Adamson,
some are against Watlers, who re-
tired from his bishopric in Winona
in September, On sworn testimony
from Adamson, attorney Anderson
claims in the suit that Watters knew
about the alleged misconduct ‘as
early as 1973. The suit also claims
that Watters denied under oath

Bishop Loras Watters .
knowledge of the misconduct. When
other alleged victims of Adamson
reporled the misconduct (o their
families, said the suit, officials of
the diocese negotialed with them to
keep the allegations from becoming
public.

Anderson said the suit he is han-
dling for Riedle makes no accusa-

T e e W S T P

tions against Adamson before 1951,
A native of Byron, Minn,, the 53-
year-old priest graduated from
Saint Mary's College in 185¢ with i
degree in philosophy, and was or-
dained in Winona in 1958, [n the 1959
and 1981 Winonz city directories, he
is listed as living at St, Casimir's
Parish rectory in Winona. During
this time he taught at Cotter High
School in Winona and served in
parishes in Wykoff, Lanesboro, and
Fountain, Minn,

Aceording to Riedle's suit, the
last reported incident of sexual mis.
conducl claimed against Adamson
took place in 1979, when he was at
the Church of the Immaculate Con-
ceplion in Columbia Heights, Minn,

Anderson said (hat as it stands,
the next probable action in the ease
would be on March 10, when it will
come before the Ramsey County
District Court to formally approve
certain amendments o the claim,
While - Anderson ineluded in the
claim some information from the
sworn depositions, or testimony, of
Adamson, Watters, and others, he
refused to release the actyal deposi-
tions, citing fears that the informa-
tion, if made public, might preju-
dice the case. "There's g lot of ex-
Plosive stuff in there,” he said.

Nor would Anderson say just how
much the Riedles are seeking, By
state law, he said, he can only men- -
tion that each defendent is being
sued for more than $50,000, but, he
said, “The sums are far in excess of
that."

From
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ST, PAUL — Parents cannot recover damages.

3 -

“fyir “loss "of ‘a* child’s “companionship or - mental -

“distress when their children are sexually abused, .
the Minnesota Court of Appeals ruled today.: . -

\'«E?lll‘d ‘to_a couple for loss of their daughter’s -
“campanionship and a  Polk County District Court
“judge’s allocation of $33,333 in punitive damages -
. “We recognize the genuine loss:and psychologi-
.~abused minor, and find (the parents’) argument to =
~have ‘strong ‘sympathetic appeal,”. wrote Judge .
“Thomas Kalitowski in the unanimous ruling. -
' However, Kalitowski said, state law disal
the awards to the parents, ;= = R
‘s Traditional Minnesota commopy‘law allows par-
"-ents to recover damages based on injury.to their
child only for medical expenses and for loss of the

child’s 'earninss.‘

“parents -would -

Al have received until ' the . child
“reached majority age, Kalitowski wrote. ...~ " -

Jourt: Parents can’t recover
lamages in child abuse case

- parent-child context, he sald. .
. :“We recognize that basing
-injgry to the child on lgss 0 ,thE-'chhlld’q ?'arn_'{iings
-- L SRR s e and-or economic contributions has been found to -~
three-judge panel overturned a jury’s $26,500 . “phe' an gutmoded concept, suited to the ‘agrarian’
. society of the last centur in which it developed "
*. but “inappropriate in- K

""" “We also note that some jurisdictions have rec-.. .

“cal suffering caused to 'the parents of a sexually -

* Moran from 1979 to 1985, ‘when she i
es and for loss of the - the ages of 6 and 12, filed a civil action against -
“contributions and “services the '

their daughter and two other girls.

can’t recover

b

“ " And the state Supfeme Court explicitly has de- '

niéd a cause of action for loss of consortium in the

rents’ recovery for

‘modern” times," Kalitowski -

ognized a parents’- cause -of ‘actionto recover - -
‘damages for their psycholqucal injury :resulting " .

'from sexual abuse of their child. However, after a
- careful -reyiew, of the relevant precedents,  we
~ conclude that such an expansion of parents’
.ery is not consistent with Minnesota law
' -According to court documents, the |
- girl -who :was sexually -abused by

recov- -

U
-]':_a'i'én ofai
by #Alvin " Darold . -
she was between -

Moran, It was filed ‘after ' he pleaded ‘guilty - to o
criminal- charges stemming “from’ the ‘abuse o‘f____r i
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Sexual abuse
lawsuits may
cite Vatican

[ Porter adwsed Rome

of his pedophilia in '73

Jm GEORGE STAFF WRITER

= Mlnnesota sex abuse wctlms of a for-

mer Catholic priest might take their law-

suits to the Vatican’s doorstep because of

church documents in wh:ch the ex-priest .

recites to the pope
a 13-year history of *
homosexual ahuse &
of boys. - ;
- Jeffrey Ander-
son, who represents - Ji8
20 alleged victims
of “James Porter, -
said dér;:uments j'usi.'.
releaged bg
Washington’ ounty LY
judge -connect Por- -
ter- with -the Holy
“See . through  Por-
ter's 1973 petition to bé removed from
the priesthood — called laicization. -

~“We think ‘these documents implicate -
the Vatican . . . that it makes the church -

in’Rome morally .and legally ‘Tesponsi-
‘ble," vAnderson said. ‘‘Because of his
(Porter’s) petition to_be removed, offi-
cials In Rome were aware of the numer-
~ous victims involved and yet they did
nothing to help heal them, to minister to
Porter’s victims.” ~ ~ "
“Anderson said he hasn’t yet added the
'Vatican to the named ‘defendants in his
‘lawsuits, but he Is considering it. He be-

lieves the ‘papers make even stronger his .

case 'against Porter, the Crookston Dio-
cese, the Fall River Diocese in Massa-

chusetts and the. Servalits of the Para-

‘clete in New Mexir.-o

: Pcrter, wha left the priesthood in 1974
‘was convieted in December of sexually
abusing a girl who was baby-sitting for

him at his_Oakdale home in 1987, The’
Fall River diocese recently settled nu- -

merous ¢ivil suits in connection with Por-

ter's abuse but he still faces criminal sex .

'charges there.

: orier

" PORTER CONTINUED ON 11A B .
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mmnﬂ?. H it were McFadden's
momey, I'd take it gladiy "

Although the statite of brofta-
3oms on sex <rimes in lowa has
sxpired for McFedden's elleged
ssavhs, Boyok and othee ally
rictims from St. Francis would

Contacted by the Regiater, (he
Suicide vichin's mother seid she &d
not wish to i about
her son’s death,

by 'tnld_a

however, that her f
parish priest in 1984 that did
not want McFadden to preside

Sckolowsid snid she also spoke
totwo priest in the years between

who way clase to McFadden,
detes the Church now
and has thus far i

ol 7, his youngest 309 tried 1o tell
him he was being hurt, but “we
wouldn't Iisten to him, lilke every-
one glsa”

Looking becl, the 78-yesmr-old

‘ ‘lng 40 yBars, j,fm ﬁbriésm linked to sex abuse in U.S.

M’?.&MMW&I&;
Incitsding at lezst 12 in lowa —
have ; td or boea
actused of abugs, actording o
church officials.

Tom Chapman, & spokesman for

ﬂumsugﬁsghmsaldm
esi 2 2 TR B2
It wole of Uy chrer. .
Iﬂ;t&ﬂldgn?.h e
%ad since January, saven

privstly misconduct ars uBdas way -
#01ss this country, actording to
USA Toxdsy. Tha-peobies ars
Tocusing on ths role of bishogs and
othar chuzh oficials in ignoring or
cavering up sexusl shuss by

oy PR EERL TN Never Shoken b
licly of the allezred crpmes,

“1 have spolcen to him DiNsrdo
said. “There's a great deal of shame
age ks now, I'mmsu.rehe‘stata.l!y

in tetms af i

focked to the church o protect

theidr children.

“I have lest all faith in the hier-
c\ f slisaid. “Ialsa feal

ahout the church mow

W Lua Rood cai he
6 at (516) 284-884% o7

roodkBepors, dmee). com

Bishops begin to clean house; case

Dy BACHEL 20t %
ASIOCIMTED PRESE

America's Roman Catholic bish-
76 gpent the past week meeting
vith priests, recruiting parish-
ners for review [xoards and tak-
W sex abuecers of [ the job &s thay
tarted i g their ambi-
s policy to end the church's
wilestation crisis,

Yet even as Cathalic lenders be-
4n to cdemn house, outside pres-
ure from law enforcement au-
writisg was building.

Some hishops returned home

1T

from the Dallas smnmit where the
policy was approved and
went bevond the sction
which requires hishops to remove
abusive priests from public
'!‘l:ulolblshopadmmemtamd
the Dakotas said they will hira an
outside auditor to review whether
they're in compliance with the
policy.

parish duty
Bt also to ask the Vatican to

defrock all of them — which ic
plimal

Q

I rought back 2 sense of wur-
gency from the mesting and 1 think
mnaﬁmt&daho,"nidﬁshap
William Lori of Bridgeport, Conay.,
one of the eight prefates who

Prossaitors began reviewing
themﬁlﬁpﬁmmﬁ
abuse in San Diego Courty. Mes-
sachuwetrs became the pinth state

with grand juries investigating
derical molestetion. A #

un-
sealed cowrt files an how the Joliet,
E,Dimhanﬂwldahmagmm

ers alleged
ﬁa:‘mstmkammtm.
Altorney Jeff Anderson said he
will try to reopen & highprofile
Gmdmxdcasetyargtﬁggthartbe
diccese’s fullure to tell ol aw
thorides about claims agminst the
m.v.CaﬂWm,Wbolﬁndyﬁrs
ago, voided the stahrte of limita-
tons. Eight wormen say Wernst

eviews intensify

zbused them when they were
childres, i
Andevson exXpadts to many
more lawsaits,
"We've seen dozers of vicdtims

singie day, who are
mmmfmmﬂmfm
time,™ he seid.

clsimas,
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A TOAST
TO BAR TIME

While delails of the ses-
sion's weightiest bills creat-
€d headaches for lawmak-
ers Thursday, a few joined
the governor to toast a smalt
victory: a deal that would
allow bars to stay-open an
hour later,

The agreement would
permit cities to extend bar
closing to 2 a.m. Businesses
choosing to lake advantage
of the option would pay a fee
of between $200 and $800,
depending on volume of
liquor sales.

The new hours would
take effect Aug. 1. That's
expected to bring in about
$6 million over the next two

years, with the money being .

used to put more state’
troopers on the road.

Lhi &

ST. PAUL (AP) — A wee-hour
deal Thursday cleared the way for
votes on a nearly $11.9 billion
finance package for preschasl
through adult learning programs,
by far the largest chunk of the
state’s budget,

Legislators were hoping to get
the plan to Gov. Tim Pawlenty
before adjourning for the night.

After accounting for payment
shifts — including delaying some
aid checks to districts — the bill
reduces education , funding
by $185 million from the current.
law level. That's roughly a 2 percent
cut. Before shifts, it's a $621 million
cut. Early childhood and family
education programs take a 20 per-
cent hit s : !

GOP House negotiators toutad
the plan as “fair and balanced for al]
schools in the state” Their DFL
Senate counterparts took a dimmer
view, with Sen. Steve Kelley of Hop-
kins predicting “an acceleration of
class sizes and program reductions”
in many districts. 5

“Some districts will have to do

more cuts than they were thinking
about,” Kelley szid. “The govarnor
failed in his promise to protect the
classroom.” .

House Education Finance Chair-
woman Alice Seagren, R-Blooming-
ton responded: “The hysteria is a
little bit overblown. I am not hear-
ing huge cries of pain.”

For K-12 schaools, the bedrock
per-pupil formula will remain at
$4,601 for the next two ¥years. Other
funding streams, however, ars
altered.

Less money will be available for
distriets that rely on state aid to
run after-school and summer-school
programs. Extra assistance to offset
the cost of teaching students Eng-
lish a5 2 second language will be
granted for only five years per stu-
dent instead of the current indefi-
nite period.

The state will pick up a higher
share of lacal property taxes when
districts get levies approved by vot-
ers. The levy cap will also rise, help-
ing many suburban districts’ that
have maxed put. :

L nether wo sy aginst iurs rew-
enues to boest spending on roads or bridges
or use money from an existing account,

¥ Whether to change the way the state
delivers health care so the state would agree
to cover only a limited number of doctor's
services,

E Whether to change the state’s welfare
programs to make them stricter on work
requirements and make ather changes, such
as banning people from buying junk food
with food stamps.

What projects to include in a bending
bill, which would authorize $150 million to
$210 million In stale borrowing for construe-
tion projects.

B Whether and how to change the for-
mula that distributes money from the state o
lacal municipalities. Pawlenty on Tuesday
said that issue would likely be the last to be
resoclved, k ’

Gov. Tim Pawlenty said he suggested 1o

House Speaksr Steve Sviggum that it House
Democrats refused to suspend rules and

* allow bills to be brought up on the floor as

they finished, the House should meet ovar
the weekend to “see if that doesn't creale an

- incentive”

| —— :
Altar boy’s suit accuses pri

est of 'aébuse%,;;sgeeks $50,000

By Jerome Christenson
Winona Daily News

An anonymous plaintiff is suing
the Diocese of Winona for damages
resulting from 2 sexual assault he
claims took place 36 years ago.

The suit was filed in February in
Ramsey County Disfriet Court and
has been transferred to Winona
County District Court after a sue-
¢essful change of venue motion by
the diocese. The suit seeks damages
“in excess of $50,000" plus attorneys’
fees and other costs.

The plaintiff, identified.in court

g

Aei il

TR fed o Fck ) po
mﬂi“?{z‘aﬂ e

The suit specifically
charges the diocese with
negiigence, sexual battery,
fiduciary fraud and breach
of fiductary duty,

documents only as John Doe
claims

priest serving the Diocese
Winona. The suit claims that
result of the abuse the plaintiff

i 2

i e
Sl e R el

he was sexually abused in
1987 when he was 13 to 14 years old,
by the Rev. Thomas Adamson, then a

suffered and will continue to suffer
great pain of mind and body” which
reqguired medical and psychological
treatment. :
Court decuments filed on behalf
of the plaintiff state he was “raised
in a deveut Roman Catholic family,
served as an altar bay” and was an
active, practicing member of the

784, church. His devotion to the church

‘and respect for the clergy made him
particularly vulnerabie to Adam.
son’s advances and made them par-
ticularly damaging, the suit Bays,
that the “sexual
‘abuse and the circumstances under

of

a5 a The suit claims
“has

which it occurred”led the plaintiff to
develep psychological “coping mech-
anisms, ineluding denial and disas.
sociation from his experiences.”
“Plaintiff did not know, nor did he
have reason to know, that he had
been sexually abused and/or that his
injuries were eaused by his sexua!
abuse until recently,” the eomplaint
states. The suit elaims that the dio-
cese “recently ... promised to pay for
therapy for the plaintifi™” but subse-
quently backed out of that pledge.
suit specifically charges tha

Please see SUIT/3A

s
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From Page 1A

diocese with negligence, sexu-
al battery, fiduciary fraud,
and breach of fiduciary duty.
Adamson was acouesd of
sexual misconduct in 2 num-
ber of suits filed in the 1930s
against the Archdiocese of
St. Paul and the Diocese of
Winona. Adamson admitted
having sexual contact with
boys while 2 priest, teacher

Every Friday
Fresh Islandic Cod Filets hand dipped
in beer batter and served with -
homemade cole slaw, fries or potatn
~ wedges, and garlic hrea

(pinner SQOD

126 West 2nd Street Phane

Dt 4747400

and schoo! administrator for
the Diccese of Winona, begin-
ning in 1861 and continuing
after he was transferred to
the 8t. Paul archdiocese in
1975, In one of these cases, &
Jury in 1990 initially awarded
2.7 million in punitive dam-
ages to a former Columbia
Heights altar boy who had
been abused by Adamson.
That award that was signifi-
cantly reduced on appeal.

Thru May 31st

' CHESTERF.
POZANC TRUCKING

507-454-1741

Located on Frontenac
Drive off of
Mankato Ave,
iaWinona

No hidden charees

Packet Coolie
= Q30 min)...... 99 ¢
% * Folds flut fits in pocker @
or Pll’x:
159 East 3rd St. (507) 452-2300 fﬂ\:. (307) 454-6330
Winona, MN 35987 (800 257.27377 T (SNR) 863083
:‘-m:':m,,—é‘! ; ta S bR e i L

The case foi John Doe T6A
is being handied by St. Paul
atiorney Jeffrey Anderson,
the same attorney whe repre-
sented the Columbia Heights
man.

Telephone calls to attor-
neys for the plaintiff and the
diocese and 2z designated
diocesan spokesman were not
returned Thursday. -




Damages :
sought inﬁ*"@:?

alleged abuse
by priest .

By Larry Oakes 0"

Staff Writer

Auameys'_in '.St,.-l"Paul_ sought legal
_permission Wednesday. 10 claim pu-
nitive damages from the Archdiocese
“of St..Paul and Minneapolis and the
Diocese of Winona in suits alleging &
25-yéar coverup of a priest's sexua
abuse of children. '
St. Paul attorney Jeffrey R. Anderson
said in documents filed in Ramsey
County District Court that more Vic-
{ims have come forward ‘and more
evidence of an “institutional cover-
up” has surfaced since two lawsuits
alleging the abuse were filed in Feb-
ruary. - Rttty s
The ngw documents cite 14 victims,
four more than the 10 that Adamson.
allegedly has admitted abusing in
sworn depositions. Partly because the
“¢hurch never conducted an i_nvesxiga—
tion, it is impossible 10 determine i

that is the full extent of the abuse,

court documents say. = -

“No one but Father Adamson knows
- how many yictims have not been
discovered of counseled,” said “An-.
dérson -in “his punitive .damage Te-
*_quest, which must be approved by
the court. Punitive damages can
awarded if 2 defendant’s conduct is
“shown 10 be “ontrageous, wanton
** and willful,” said Anderson. . s
~ Priest continucd on page 1B

“

TA000234

“r



Meanwhile, a prosecutor sald yester-
day that an investigstion is continu-
ing into possible criminal charges
against the priest, the Rev, Thomas
Adamson, M.

Phillip Prokopowice. an assistant Da-
Kota County alturney, sald his office

iy T
Court decision in an unrelated case
that would decide whelher a new
seven-year statute of limitations can
Ve applied 10 the alleged 1982 sexual
dbuse by Adamson of a boy in Apple
Valley. i

‘Andersan said yesterday that because
nitive damages are based oo a de-
“fendant's sbility 10 'pu the Cathelic
¢hireh ia potentially liable for mil-
tions of dollars in damages from the
o Inwsuits.

52 3

+ The suits againat the Winona Dio-
gese anid the Archidiocese of St Paul-
‘Minneapoliy allege that chuech offi-
cinly knew Adamgon had been hav-
ifg seaual contect with boys in six
agannmll citles since the early
19605 but neglected to regart the in-
cidents to police, remove him perma-
‘nently from duty, warn parishioners
or limit his contacy with children.

Instend, he was reassignod four times
bepweer 1964 and 1981 10 aew par-
ishes. In southern Minnesotn and
. round the Twin Cities as allegations
surficed. The alleged abuse pccurred
. while Adsmiaon served was a coach,
‘teacher, wchool administrator and
paslor. .

- Anderson said new depositions have
uncovered an Increasing number
prieits and other church employees
who knew of abuse but failed 1o
make sure Adamson was reported 10
authorities or kept away from chil-
dren, He was required 10 gel counsel-
123 and treatment, bt hie has admit-

in depositions that the treatmenis
didn'y ok,

AU least 15 priests in the Winona
* Di knew in the 1970 of buse
bza\ imson, sccording to Anderson,
10 addition, he said, an advisory
board and vicar general in the Wino.
an Diocess alsa knew af the abuse.
and failed to take appropriate gotion.

Fhe Rev. Gerald A. Mahon, vicar
péneral of the Diocese of Winona,
said the ‘diocese will file an official
respanse 10 the new allegations in &
few waeks. T O

“From a legal standpoint, we prefer
not 10 comment an specifics in the
miost recent allegations," Mahon said
inan stalement. r
“However, both the Diccese of Wi
- noma:and the Archdioeese of St Paul
C'and Minneapolis cecognize the seri-
~ous pastoral problem and we intend
-~ uf work in close collaboration in con-
tinuing to address it — bath legally
and pastorally,” he said. "It {s obvi-
. o_uﬂ?r & very painfil situation for all
nties concerned and the Church of
inona desires 10 bring aboul heal:
[ and reconclliation in the spirit of
Jesus 25 responsibly and guickly as
possible .0 L

. Earller depmsitions have said Bishop
< Loras Walters of the Winona Diccese
ralsed guestions in the mid-19704
sbout Adamson to archdiocese offi-
cials, mclu.dln%ﬂmchhilhup John
Roach and Auxilinry Bishop Robert
Carlson, Bul Walters, though he in-
stricted n church psychologist at the
time o treat Adamsan for seaual
* problems, apparently was not specific
. to mrchdiocese officinls about what
*the problem was. ;

Hoach snd Carhion have said they
beeamne awarte of Adamson's problem
only ‘sfier’ 1980, after he admitied
sexually sbusing a boy at a parish in
Columbla Helghts and one in St
Paul Park. :

"lrgm thurch no‘ffa:ﬁl have nﬁ?hhﬂd
at even alter they possessed thal
knowledge they reassigned Adameon
“after treatment 10 @ parish in Apple

Star Trlbune/ Thursday/Seplember 24/1987 8

Priest Continued from page 1B

Yalley. One of the suils alleges that
during that asiignment, at the
Church of the Risen Savior, e had
wex with an unideatified juvenile pi-
tishioner called “Johi Doe” in count
documents

It s that alleged victim for whom
Anderson is weking punitive dam-
ages. The ather victim who filed suit,

regary Reidle, 22, docs nat have to
file n motion 10 seek punitive dam-
ages because the law did niot require
it when his suit was filed | but did
require it when John Doe's suit was
filed said Anderson.

Though failure ta report sex abuse is
a crime, a statute of limitations pre-
vents Niling of charges theee years
after the alleged erime. :

The motion 1o be allowed (o claim
punitive damages In the John Doe
case is scheduled 1o be heand before

Bamsey County Judge Kathleen

Gearin on Nov, 17 a1 10:302.m.

Adamson is still a priet, but on leave
and has been living in Winona.

This article contalng matecial from
the Associated Press,
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Motion added
to priest suit,

Punitive damages -
_sought against

‘Winona Diocese
By PATRICK McILHERAN, .
S Winona D_n_ily News' : ;

- An atforney whose client is suing
the .Roman Catholic Diocese of

. Winona filed a motion Wednesday
“to-add punitive damages to the suit,

" Jeff Anderson, a St. Paul attor-
“ney who represents a man and a -
‘teen-age boy. who claim they were
sexually abused by a prlest from
the Winona Diocese, filed. the ‘mo- -
-tion “In Ramsey County. District -
"Court [in St. Pau). The motion 'is
- -seeking punitive -damages in the -
teen-ager's suit, In addition to the
“compensatory damages already re-

- quested in" the ‘original suit, filed'

. Feb.12,1087.0 - s e
'I-_.'i[fhe _teen-ager, who'is lden_tii'igd'
.only as "John Doe,” claims in'the. - .00 44 it nansafory damages. *.-

_-suit that the Rev. Thomas Adam- - " spdergon sgid I:e’s%ot'ablgtn;say
‘son, 54, had sexual contact with him exactly -how . much ‘the -suits -will
“in 1982 while Adamson was working " ceelc iy punitive damages. In civil
jas.a Jpried at L, Gl Jf he " suits, -he-said, those, secking punl-
“Risen - Savior "in Appie. ATV tive damages don't ask for a speci-
iMinn., a suburb of Minnéapolis, The 5o amount, Rather,” the award is
:boy would have been 13 at the time. yyqoq on how wealthy those being

/<" Dhe ‘other suit, which was filed - g0t o o T e nrves
jagainst the Archdiocese of St. Paul i ORishment: e N2 anly
“and N!inneapoh_s Dec, 12, 1984, and" 7 An%erson said that he is cutréntly
:;agaaqal ghe_WMDna Diocese Aug, 20, investigating both the  Diocese of
1985, claims that Adamson had sex- * winona”and the Archdiocese of St
ual contact with Gregory Riedle, an " pay) and Minneapiolis, and he sus-
%ﬁ:ﬂﬁ‘?{ “ét' Sti, .T]Imrg‘l;sk A%’;ﬁs' pects that if punitive damages are

Cin St. Pau rk, W \ LVE. :
.- from 1977 to 1978, Riedle is now 23. _gran_ted_ in the second suit, they
Riedle’s suit already Includes puni- ~ See ADAMSON, page 4
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From page 1

could total more than $3 million.
The motion to add the damages to
the “'John Dae" suit will be heard
by Judge Kathleen Gearin in St.
Paulon Nov. 17, ... ;
Besides the dioceses, Adamson is
named as a defendant in the suits,
as are Archbishop John Roach of

/St. Paul and Minneapolis’ and re-.

tired Bishop Loras Watters of Wino-

‘Wednesday’s - motion  follows
through on action Anderson said he

would take when he filed the John :

Doe suit .in ‘the "St. Paul court in
February.'"“The motion filed today
was not unexpected,” according to
a statement released Wednesday by
the Rev. Gerald Mahon, a spokes-
man for the Winona Diocese. .

" Accompanying the motion were '

about 100 pages of dociments set-
ting forth the claims of Anderson’s
two clients against both Adamson
and church officials in the two dio-
‘ceses. -Most of them center dround:
-what the. suits claim was inaction
-on the part of church officials over
Adamson’s  alleged sexual prob-

“-According . to the ' documents,
statements taken under oath by An-

‘derson and his associates show that -
officials “of ‘the“*Winona Diocese
knew as early as 1963 that Adamson .

-had sexual conduct "with ' boys. In
‘Caledonia,” Rochester,’ and Adrian,

Minn, " The documents claim that
church officials, rather than treat.

+Adamson or let him face the legal
consequences of his alleged actions,

simply fransferred him around the

diocese, and eventually sent him to
--the  Archdiocese” of . St. Paul -and

‘Minneapolis.:

- Washington,

* Watters, In a statement on Feb. 4.,
1887, denied any wrongdoing in the
case. Officials of the archdiocese

" have made similar statements. - -

A statement released by Mahon
‘Wednesday, ~ however, motes | that
““from a legal standpoint, we prefer
not to comment on specifics in_the

“most recent allegations.” .. ‘.
The statement was released by

Mahon, who is the vicar-general of

. the diocese, because Bishop John G.

Vlazny is 'attending a meeting in
Watters retired from his ‘post in
October, 1986, but remained on as
diocese administrator until Vlazny
succeeded him in July, - - .~ -

S

about its involvement with. Adam-
son, Mahon's statement noted that

‘the priests of the diocese attended a

conl‘e.renge on sexual harrassment,
exploitation, and abuse _in June,

‘Mahon,” Roach, and others have

said in-the past that‘the church's

. handling of sexual problems has
heen changing in recent years, and

Mahon said Wednesday that the

» Adamsdn episode was what sparked

the church hierarchy in Winona to
lay down a policy on sexual prob-
lems among clergy.

“We've.all become more educal-
ed because of the problem,” said
Mahon, ;
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Butfalo County board passestg
788 budget, tax levy k.

Snowstorms cover Egst

Page 3

Page 16

dairy farmers in the region of south-
Minnesota east of Interstate 35 and
f Pine Island.
said Land O' Lakes will not operate a
plant at Houston. “The equipment and
f the trucks will be sold. With the
erd buyout, new technology in cheese
ons competitive cost of production is
+'"" and Berg said that could be done
fectively at a central, modern cheese
ich as the one at Pine Island,
e approximately 80 dairy patrons of
ner co-op creamery, Berg said nearly
ant of the volume is signed up to Land
35. ““Caledonia Haulers has bcen con-
to pick up the milk for us. The milk
to o  Meddar cheese and whey plant
Isla.. or to Grade A fluid milk mar-
uth,” said Berg, who works out of
fills, Minu.
dition to Land O’ Lakes, Marks said

See CREAMERY, page 4

Diocese:
Adamson
not our
fault

Church here asks

suit be dismissed

ST. PAUL (AP) — The Diccese of
Winona is not responsible for a
Roman Catholic priest’s alleged
sexual abuse of a boy in Dakota
County, an attorney for the diocese
says in asking that a lawsuit
against the diocese be dismissed.

Diocese attorney William M. Hull
of Winona also filed countersuit
Tuesday in Ramsey County District
Court against the Church of the
Risen Savior in Burnsville, Minn.,
and the Rev. Thomas Adamson, the

i priest who allegedly abused the boy
E in 1982.

The countersuit alleges that any

* harm to the boy resulted from neg-

ligence by the Burnsville church,

" the ‘Archdiocese of St. Paul and
i Minneapolis, or both.

‘"To suggest that the Diocese of

i Winona acted with an intentional

disregard for the safety of others is
unthinkable,” - Hull wrote.

| ““Throughout the years, the diocese

took prompt steps to provide the
best therapy available in the United
States at the.timé for Father Adam-
son." -

Adamson was previously as-
signed to the Winona diocese.

Hull denied allegations that
priests and high officials of the
Winona diocese violated Minneso-

i ta’s law requiring the reporting of
| child abuse. Neither clergy nor em-
. ployers were among those required

to report in 1975, the year Adamson

left the diocese, Hull wrote. )
The documents were the first de-

tailed replies filed by 'the diocese in’
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Daily News pholo by Jolene Carlson

ost 1267, Winona Barracks 1082
War 1, and the Disabled Vet-
mony.

rOPLICOWT s ee e

° Winona diocese viciated Minneso-

ta's law requiring the reporting of
child abuse. Neither clergy nor em-
ployers were among those required
to report in 1975, the year Adamson
left the diocese, Hull wrote,

The documents were the first de-

| tailed replies filed by the diocese in

connection with one of twn lawsuits

. alleging sexuai abuse by Adamson.

One lawsuit, filed in February, al-

- leges that Adamson engaged in sex-
- ual contact with a 13-year-old boy in

Dakota County at least ance in the
fall of 1982, At the time, Adamson
was assigned to the Church of the
Risen Savior. A hearing on whether
the boy can sue for punitive dam-
ages is scheduled for Tuesday.
Another lawsuit, filed earlier in

[ February, alleges that Adamson en-

sse  against Bork, while Sen, Helms, R-
mid  N.C., once had threatened to filibus-
jen.  ter against Judge Kennedy as nol
ight sufficiently conservative,

¢ gaged in sexual contact with an-
' other boy from the fall of 1877,

when the youth was 13, until . the
spring of 1978. At the time, Adam-
son was assigned to St. Thomas
Aquinas Church in St. Paul Park.

Attorneys representing the two
young men said they have found 14
men who allege that they were vie-
tims of sexual abuse or attempted
abuse by Adamson when they were
juveniles, The first abuse allegedly
occurred in 1961 or 1962. Adamson
has admitted to some of the abuse,
including that of the second youth,
but has denied any sexual contact
with the first youth.

Both lawsuits name the Archdio-
cese of St. Paul and Minneapolis
and the Winona divcese as defend-
ants. Adamson was assigned to the
Winona diocese for several years
before he was transferred to the
Twin Cities area in 1975..

The lawsuits allege that the arch-
digcese and diocese knew of the al-
leged abuse and failed to take ap-
propriate action. Instead, the com-
plaints allege church authorities
continued to assign Adamson to
parish work, where he would have
contact with boys. This alleged neg-
ligence led to the abuse of the two
boys, according to the complaints.

In a general reply fo the first law-
suit, Hull said Adamson was not
under the supervision of the Winona
diocese from 1975 to 1985, when the
alleged abuse of the two boys oc-
curred.

The document cited two letters
written by then-Bishop Loras Wat-

See ADAMSON, page 4

life for trapped boy

L of "= house for air, so Gordon

on sident who had been help-  zki said,

ent in the barn, went into the He sai

but Adam cried all the way to Winona, Walet-

d Alan Jr. was unconseious during

the trip and was breathing only about five

ne Waletzki gol to the trailer times a minute. .
firefighters, Miller, of 905 E. 5th After being admitted to St. Paul-Ramsey,

ing out of the Lrailer gasping for

both boys were put on respirators and were

ki said, adding that Miller listed in critical condition, Adam with seco-
. B L wA_Anaree burns Over 13.5 p_e‘{‘_ﬂel'lt ﬂ.f his
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Funeral arrangements

Louise C. Dean — Service at 9:30
a.m. today in Watkowski Funeral
Home and 10 a.m. in St. Casimir’s:
Church. Burial in St. Mary’s Ceme-
tery.

HARMONY Minn, — Theodore
Morem — Visitation from 10 a.m.
today until 11 a.m. service 'in
Greenfield Lutheran Church. Burial
in Greenfield Cemetery. (Abraham-

'Lindstrom Funera! Home)

DURAND, Wis. — John A, Mayer
— Visitation from 10 a.m. today
until 11 a.m, service in Faith Lu-
theran Church. Burial in Rock
Creek Cemetery, Rock Falls.
(Goodrich Funeral Home)

LANESBORO, Minn. — Irene T.
Halvorson — Visitation from 12:30
pm. Friday until 130 p.m. service
in North Prairie Lutheran Church.

Area deaths

Burial in church cemetery. {John-
son-Riley Funeral Home)

DRESBACH, . Minn. — Lois E.
Dearman — Service at 2 p.m. today
in Schumacher-Kish Funeral home,
La Crescent. Burial in Dresbach
Cemetery. .

LA CRESCENT, Minn. — Elsie
Krumrie — Visitation from 10 a.m.
today until 11 a.m. service in South
Ridge United Methodist Church.
Burial in Hillcrest Cemetery.
(Schumacher-Kish Funeral Home)

Obituary notices

Full obituaries will be accepted
from 8 am. to 9 p.m. Monday
through Friday and from 4:30 to 9
p.m. Saturday and Sunday. Short
death notices will be accepted until
11 p.m.

Police

Adella Horn

LEWISTON, Minn. "Adella
Horn, 81, of Lewxston dled ‘Wednes-
day "(Nov. '11, 1987) at’ . Olmsted
Community Hospltal Rochester
Minn.

Funeral arrangements; are pend-
ing at Hoff Funeral Home of Lewis-

B 'l'heff

WINONA
Tuesday

An employee of Domiino’s Pizza, -

905 W 5th St.,-reported the theft of
four pizzas and three pizza =~ ‘la-
tion bags from a-delivery = .cle
parked near Prentiss-Lucas Ha]l

~rov.

Adamson
From page 1

ters of the Winona diocese to Arch-
bishop John Roach in the Twin Cit-
ies in 1975 and 1976. Both refer to
treatment by an archdiocesan em-
ployee, an indication that Watters
informed Roach about Adamson's
problems.

In the counterclaim, Hull said the
pastor and the church administra-
tor at Risen Savior were aware that

. Adamson should have no contact

with youth groups. The church was
negligent in its supervision of
Adamson, he said.

If the first boy was abused, the
document continued, this was the
result of neghgence by Adamson,
the church, and or.the archdiocese.

If monetary damages against the
Winona diocese should be granted
in the case, Risen Savior church
and Adamson should pay them, the
document said. -

WJHS hosts program
for teens’ parents

“So Now I'm the Parent of An
Adolescent—Help!”, a: program to

'answer questions for new parents of

adolescents will be he]d 7:30 pm.

S Vol Sl e TP nmmnm Vearad TPV P N

Creamen
o Houst«

By BETTY RUSSELL BERTRA
Winona Daily News

HOUSTON, Minn. — On the
face, only seven of Houston’s be
paying jobs will evaporate witk
closure of Houston-Money Creek
op’s creamery division this mc
according to Ron Evenson, cl
man of the Houston Downtown
velopment. Commission and !
dentist.

But in a rural town of 1,057,
loss of seven jobs out of about 2.
a serious blow.

“It’s hard to judge the total
pact. If some of these people !
to move away to find another
that impacts what's bought in t
If they have children in-the sct
and they’re taken out, that red
the student aid to the schools.
say it would be quite an impa
think it will affect everybody,”
Evenson, who characterized
creamery jobs as “‘good paying
Houston, in the upper 50 percent

"Co-op members voted "~ %

‘favor of closing the chedd »

processmg plant 3 COTNErsion
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~ “DON’T TELL ANYBODY...

=

..YOU'LL GET IN TROUBLE, AND SO WILL I"

for altar boy Gregory John Riedls. It was

from St. Paul Park confessed to his par-

Father . Thomas Paul - Adamson. The

encouraged him in a sexual relationship
gave rise to a lawsuit that ultimately
changed the way the archdiocese oper-
ates' in regard to allegations of sexual
abuse. In a three-part serles that begins
today on page 1E, writer Bob Ehlert
traces what began as a secret from the
altar to the church basement to the home
of the boy's angry. family through the
discreet corridors of church hierarchy.

it waé a long time between confessions.'
longer still before the self-described loner -
ents the details of his relationship with -

youth’s admission that the priest had

TA000241
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SUNDAY/DECEMBER 11/1988

“DON’T TELL ANYBODY. . .

L YOU LL GET IN TROUBLE AND SO WILL "

Sﬂm rmnugh that would mean II was
Fathar, Tom Fathar Thomas Paul Ademson,

i _,’1 |Ji'

S0, !lmn aft

wom through the fabric divider In the
eon!esslonal at St.:.Thomas Aqulnas Church
Supaulp A R b g
l .b-ﬁ L { [ 3 - ahar 32y it i S
fima since my lastAFEHEE% ho rwelvgd feal's f 5o mmugh thoso yoars. 1977 10 1978,

{confession,"" salid Greg,'vho wag'14,then, ’ L SR i whenaver ha would go 1o canfesslon, “aven
r h 1970.:1 swore al my.littie brother, at ’-vg‘ ; ) ﬁj-‘ lo Father, Tom ,i\dnrmsr.mf that would never
K 6l . i

f‘:mn " or fhese an } il 8| ol come
i WW&% i faf"'.f-;*’

ut ther least he though
4t might be a srn‘lhalho was told ‘nevor 1'%

mnlena %:l. % 45‘; ‘;‘g‘:)’m‘a‘ j

TA000242
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‘DON’T TELL ANYBODY.,, | 2

ADAMSON: Father
Tom noticed Greg
.at swim outing

Cennnuu from page 1B

ihamy 2her h2 baesma an attw
boy at s ehwrch,

John and Jarwi Fsadin, his paranty, |

hag -ncwunod‘mlr Vot partic
[t in U pregram, in whech boys
A1300) pinnla b eburven vl i
WAL & Do Ak Decadp Back in
e wumener of WIT Oreg had lew
Immn dhd many Wi hours do M,

“haas dondt. Dall Wag warking
twa jobin 2t the tima, 1 § remambay
oghi, Illlrt;l'll\'lll!'nhnl." 2aid
Greg, row 24, whou |

ma
i AP AT moch pounget,

Al an iy Qe had a yenye
vomwnonu? utog.

.”lummunlmonmw&m-

any. hoved B anc ha

oyar his il eNGu IhesY, he

g Ilﬂuldﬁuiﬂnlmll\hbdl
ﬂw

JanstRiedte was pessind of har

250’3 voraman) and o aend with
|m|MMMunnlnpad
hes Tom, th nuw prinat in
h!u:um

Fainhar Tom, wha wan 43 then, was

# handagma, dihieiic and chamming
mman, i lm n unoql hoe
of Mariag) Héay.

nm mha'-mn nrm.
l‘m a0d Minnaapoks. His sdminiy.
Itative shils had been nulnuby
rond s than Arehbishop Jonn
Reaeh,

Dt wh 1 Appesind bomany of by
E\IMI 1 ol e parishas v derved
wu iz wikhgrass ko muniter bo
e yeiAh. Faihar Tom sermad gk
Uy 1 arw for Fvam, H agen sema
with i,

As 3000 a3 ha a11ivad a1 51 Thom-
a8 Aquinas in 1978 he assumed
chargt of the bainmg and recras-
Tion ©! Ihg aNbe bOys, (1 was in lnst
Aetiing he cama 1o know Oreg.

'n humlwhnlnﬂu oy wid
Greg, "And msn | heard about the

epaddat the §1 Faul s.m-, Fa-
fue Tom began vo notice Ding M-

Evantuany, nabing Grag gaen why

with tha priesk

About ariey cfar wekhand, il
amamad, Falhar Tom woldd call and
It Chieg on an ousng, Gn many
DEEAONT e (RSl pick
Geag up st L Aiedin hovss and
ke gl LA with fie parenin.

“'Dnce ugnl I nicer whch oibar,
thay wers Rapgy ihat ha was len‘
Ws e h- wid going ulnnf

Anjepeet I, therte kind
Mp’ S Fathar Tam e,

Ot Sunclay, atver Famar Tom of.
Terwd mans wilh Grag aarving an
aMar boy, N8 twvo wan] 00 one 51

fwﬁu outings. Thie time thay
werd glona.

Il
O'eg uld.

R is 3 smalt room, wboul 10 leel oy
10 faat, \:guu the windaws ohen

inguish human forms,
nnd curunly ol faces.

The priesl reached lo Grag's g
|l|-l AnC then vmwmd wordf
the boy couid

Father Tom asked Greg i he svar
Disyed wilh himuall, Gieg sud.

No, 3id Greg

mmunna the boy il he Buad
i, Greg sal

1 was scatad; | 4 ddn'l know, a8

IRtgugh it THEtE was somalning in
s fhak 52k 1R o0l mgag, ﬂml

IM umtm Iharw #eas part ol ma
thes foni qmﬂ It doasny
fll!!qhk: Mltll rigia,” g wald,
T was B, you jst irust nem,
Thaen ml R Queiied Ebewl (ot
Mo way an suhosity Dgars (hat you
looh up 13 and vval, Mot e &

“'Dom't 19 anydody.™ Grlq mem.
Sers Falher Tom saving. ““You'l oo
In Lroutle, and 30 will 1"

Athar Tom bagan 1o maka
F Fifs gwnua ::?duron wlih

n-.-u-.m ol 5L, Them N
chareh, the r-clnmou mm
m b

'hl suexysl
-hw\-m aadihubof :r-muen

d. In
mznol tllil' |l\| l\mﬂ-lm
Insriid mgaingt Fathar
;M-mqon A ihe Chthalic tocans
bt ey, Ady obibo8-ctur
Hpaman was md\m s fiat
SMprch, Trag Fincie s hiy mamer
rapdak Trasly o1 Faihas Tam these
e e T
Ervieny 3 v
:.ml thosn unm u:'« Huteh

Phifcialy

-il‘wmd

+Tom s -ltde;.ou ol 5L
erd Minnrapota

: A )

it wranis adig v 1o tha setie.
“ ment cawind biBOES to changs

asinas and poots, Dack to ke
Beain joom 8l ihe YMCA, Some-
terigd wieen i Faindr Tonvs ear,
Orig twatlld in W deposion.

'Wnuuvu he ponr- wps Con
Vatient Ioo;

Ons of thy mast comvaniant koce-
00m In the ehur

“H tokd e Lo o in e BT feom
I ihe bararnent. He mnlndrm
bis krdg dullal Iuli ha had i
{ribi nio| and uned
ﬂ. Gugwnlo. lmm itwma in
ha b Greg ramernibars inchrdad

Wil [ drnnd momgtiing B
g I'lnm (0 hum N

As the outings with Father Tom
‘@nlinued, gudully Qrag becamy
awiding partiel

1mo¢lmwu1 lor & pounke
o g pae-

pe tha pain ol
II Uie pareay mm. at Arch-
| Baha fasch onn wiole. ihis way
"auagedy,

S
ln ha surnmer of 1977, on ona

of luuuuhﬂ!ll'mhql Fo-
iher Tom siock up » convgres.

g Fliacss And o-
FAn 1o 3ngha b g,

wmwmmmum
onanens, g

—lr The gfoup, Mlnnanmi

lmmhgmudmrlwihpow

A I syt piograsasd, ihe
i became e Iu]:
4
4 lnverde un sind
!amamrwndmunm l|.m|

. Ona.
fabbon,” gakd ﬂug g o ke
Jporting Bclriten, .and |Pw
e wary time | w»
B | w2t gosng nnor llm
“r.munlnmqnm IR

I.lud- latus ag bagan o reshze
Fathes Tom naved wars ey
liulmu cokar om e days (nal
nq ot gm0 (hat
»\L’:\imu 4
ﬂu praivt facad, then 10 wera i
Winds In bt deporson

AN riry B 1 iriad ta e calt
:il‘h;('lm Bkl " masn,
& wouk happan, yo
e g, ipnd LT M‘:‘:
of whatnvar, gnd |
riaey, My monthe wilhou any

g:lunlamhmllmﬂmu k

whuiavr.

—-—
ana! Riedis did not have the
YRQUIAI nolion Ihat Fathey
Tom had 1acruiind het taen.
2g= son lor sex,

By thal bmp tha laval ol truit she

hatped 1aach or Baby-sit Tor women
‘who laughl religion ¢lass

She had counaeled with 1 parish
priesl ewskaf In her &le whea sha
couid nal concelva. That led 1o Tha
sudsequent adaplios of Greg
mrough 40 agency of the erehdio-
ce30 1 1964,

L, bureayl Qrag had & mut
hruolo birthmaiks, but lhat wm
bothar y8," Janet said. “You don'
a1 Quarenias whan you have ywv

Whenevar thers wn a nud Ju I
thought of Ine chuy
vion ol her femily, Yl wu mmul loc
her 1o tuen Lo her church whan sh
hoticed wm- uoublmg INings
aboul her

Alar alily g phisdan of
Brgeria 2t that Greg hapt sha
3 B lamshy counsaion, one

p cotndaion 1ok har iho
PTurad maron’l & problem, aha win
Wi,

“Mis scha changed., Hin gratden

u ailivas

wele Countaling v wiiie 3lsa cone
Ticing b Famnar Adamson,” .ll-'\ﬂ
wakd, e ayEs Deginning to wafl up
wih (s,

YOU'LL GET IN TROUBLE, AND SO WILL

WHAK R OUeREE CHrnnr Wit haads
ing in 8 paviive ciracton, Qrag wan
afing inta-3geapes with hiy Fasly,
L) IMB_ and i w10 1980, a1
e 18, i wps repaatediy noneg
a'!nylramhm aned Pt bagie 10
patimant walh drisg s, On g o
Enveny whap b was lound he wa
Sent 1o poulh ramchiny ana nrurul
daldnbon cendars,

AMar 608 drog Bxosliance he ¢
mwh\u pipchiniie el al

vcy Madeal Canler in Coon Rpp:
lu Thare, ha bwgan (acaiving her.
LA £OuLENNg TEssiony
Ut eohoed hiy moinar.

'They jook ma £3}de and asked ma
W John ther husband) had
ualty abused any of his cidren.
And | Dcaine §ngey and UpIM,'
Junat said,

N, ha hagn'i, shs 1old tha thare-
pists.

811 whan she got homa, she askad
«ach of hat olhar (hres chilgren, In
private, If Inait tathar had been
abu3ing them,

"'V v ot ta be kidding,* they all
vup:uu Janel. 'Nl;n of this
hid happensd.

50 ook Odeg avide. snd | ax-

plaingd 1o bim thal thay (e eras

oA} sl o hngw | & Al
IAncin, mu npbody

yEI oid, Four yuare lal
X lhnﬂly aktar, 8 vielim ol se

1 1970 1 Piadlas mervnd from 51
h\lhln Ial!hnﬂ: ity Minn
Wrian the d § naw af-
fam ﬁrl&glt"u easan hl\n:;

trom, Mina, Grag want
neiting 1o da with ihe sltar boy
PO

That bothsred Junet some, but a1
lessi her son wan 3td sesing Falhar
Tom.

E

"'Ha [Fathir Tom) woukd cal oh m
Mhlldlr, M!‘Nnﬂ Ma
would say, G | CoeTe

m? "JIMI ﬁhﬂlum‘ud W
Ik ryhing of i,

oppad him ol &t wmn ln

Myhe on 3 Eriday evanng, And

Fa Ihlr Adamian would diop Him

afl almy grandma’y . 3

Bo ha woold aclull{hlr oo Wy

foe fiwae days, And

godfirg), O whataver,"

Graoyany, G: me ool
lovmd :'X; pt,i'lgsl 1 hwm-on: 1098l
fogether.

VFalhar Texit wokd call, b
meITAg, A uu‘g wnauidn
;:rnll. lm: 3

chaite, .lnﬂ !Inl II-ﬂH‘I\:ElI e g,
Icmnl&nmam bl
———
1 TP apaing af I?I'g'ﬂ':

‘o reﬁu i ha
Fed o b, And basadey, il
18 become Incra L ingly
cetficun rormn mn n
wa ol
|-molu lnd FlM Tom was
way Lo tha south,

in Juna 1978 Falhsr Tom, who had
Been an assocule pastor ol St
‘Thomas Aquinas, wis placed in
eh nllmn\lnllu Concaplion
Crasth in Columbia Haights,

As alweys, Oreg ¢id not ek,
A p:yddllml 10l Janal that ba

it |-d4 #n| going to
olfarenc

Unless Greg wanted 10 alk and let
Aol Buthe covld nol.

1} wag a3 Il the oid waming way 161
in .met “You'l pat In rouble, and
i

siater 1oid her parents. T| luOd
Janal, who was 30 shock:
rOVOIE0 SNY e Rty dscama ll

Janet Riects was a mathar and 3
cAre giver 1or Smal chidran whose
pareniy had enliysied her with
20Me gl tha Mo | kmporiant paople
in thelr vac Har own san had
battayed Ih1 trudl, a6 S 0id nol
hasdale to cau the authorines,

*1didn’t turn Brag i lo ths posice,
wumdloupofl Qe tathe
ltars 2ulhorias of 10 Whomi

. ahe vd I-Mg 4
500 way n Ith M1 lat that
action. Ll

In wrring Greg in, Jshal's hope

‘was Lhal he woutd gatinlo real

mlnL His [wolngy were yecondiry,
Qreg veas nonchalaol s5ow it

“Pring fiened in wig B, wal, [m
ol 4 " O

“H -1 wrlu G

M g dasl. Onastala of | o
IU M\lllhlt! e wtong fasmed
R 8 1ot 2. Howas 18 nahual for
me 10 act oul, mick a3 thal may
sound.”

Janet Riedle 0ld nol 6y k hida
what had happened.

"Wo dldvthespit ¢ LiOSL was s

baby altier. ( wani 103l)of the

eaple ewhix e croghl thak hids io

MI and yaid, ‘Hey, IN: Nl Eakan
il In my haysm, hat

the optiva to d!l:h M l'-r .

cun A"M 1o fmd sorpeone alea to
beby-all

Somn of the (amilies, with the bbvi-
ou!

occur again by Muny tanning Mv
son lwm Iblhwn when the kid|
wara prggent,

~He would coms homs. chlngu his
¢lohes 110 lyava. Find somal

10 d0,” $ha said. "He we) Ml ak
towed ta ulay In the houts, |
woulan'l allow I

Qreg, maanwhile, plarded guity 10
eriming) seaudl issav

“My sentsnce way fwo weshends
Injak and tteaimunl,” Qeeg Beid,

% &
mnw:w kg, He mﬂw-—u

[ 228 arreng dbait homairsutiny
L wundtrld II mn it hu Wy,
4 hamose 3

1] nmoslry 120 hien 1o seek oyl
Father e

l'« e Tirsl time In abeut tray
s i July 19R3 g
ma atht in leinvBy, Fram
Usatw ihey wini (o 8 YA white
nu, n.u i gngd |m._w;

lﬁ 2, wilnowt B,
al e mall thi m.lndrnm'lul
moman] in Fathar Tom's

¢

And ihan. socording 1o Greg -
Falhsi Yom M nisd m:'ncmn-

Grog 3uid he praboed Father Tom
andiried 1o hurt hiy wiisL

“No,” bu $akd. “1 don't do sy
anymore.”

Hin classmaley were nwara of Wy
sexal oHenye, And Janel Ruis
remambars how hard A was for rm
son to conlinue. Bul be nlsheq,

In lﬂﬂﬂllawll ¥ 80 ihe

v, Hin b
of tha hike mmgmh Fra o
Iu nirnale, Secoionify e wookd
Vo w81 e, B Kb Girag
W3 Uppoted 10 be pmclp h
iersny e

& 17 pmarisd In 19010,
J Ufiﬂ !Hl* gy, bart b
nd-l -d el growiph | Il
Bis aga, 1te b basn
lianwd by B g el axpariencas
wathi Fattar Tom,

Aher Grag dropped oud of
schoolin I”lm-ns around M’hm
house 3301 -= and 3,
naighbor chadren um his mmnu
had begun 10 biby-siL

Ova day, an D¢ coming oul
ol the Mn :gl ol the Anle g«u
rom:z‘m tom sei
e

;’J\f"

With [ 7-pusr-cid gh
wnew, Oreg baganio
!o!mw it il mplizfed

u lMMr deypoas M:I:I‘Il e play

O o the rides nl'mo R i
; hivd ey

His watning wotked on ot least

1htes oczapons tha gama was
ptayed. On the fourth, the yotnger

mluumkp.

In (he winler o1 151, Grag hei
burglarize a Forest un‘lngm
ore.

e jok]
put i

Wicdeman
B, i hat Luld e my legd, !
Mathu hnhuulq:
wnded iy hal | ms bman,” Qe

uunnbunnzmﬂ
ull L fot pha

tald,

.| But not squan unam Dug i

RIRRI Bl £hai g ha iy
udf Blote Wﬂw

Janel Aledia had hoard 1
Greg 9 naw faild Buftha
Bean miced in wilh rapor
Grag's conpnuing citmin

“1had gorten 1o INa poinl
IhROVgNL I'm going to havi
who sventuily ly gm n
peion k¢ Ihe test of e |
cause ha w dongl
Lhings,” Janal said.

Concamad aboud Grag, J
danl Miedtn par o 5
wail hem 0 @ Fatruasy o)

"lrmmur |4|ng wid |
Wy 1k
nf !nNm. Jnm wakd

Grag satin an old orn
b9ganio 3peaki of s 1
perience. Janut wan ypsa
voul Ceihokic:

fia w

wary of the new

don't yau go 1ea Fy
Ym"wu hat ?n.;wulk

She ramembars Gug :nl

that he had “

world. Dadand od An

40 1A ha wad “sick and '
e

peop!
s

Jonn Te s gol v snd b
Apeal, bt Me wae g
ng, who §akd, “Ki dewt
el i o e [Ny, You'
1 hata ma. You'ra going |
10 Mave Tou'te naver pok
wanl e back, Bt K oges

yinl BDmling, L
b INWMIIMMJ

Glowly (he words about Fi
came oA, For tha hist tim
the firel Inelden| in 1977, €
ar3ed the ain.

He104d sbovi Lha outings.
the days and |he nights an
box, e epunnt. Ab
guiL.

Hig 14 parents wore dumblou
Rischy, 2 "mm b
show

who Gug s
tion, wept.

As uw 3w unbebevable 2
 sounded, Jom and Ja
m Dafisved him,

The watning of the osychis
Mergy Medical Cenlsr Bast
1ora Junal: Thate wes som
Grag was lmym?‘: himag
can counidl il T
An0 'S 1ol going @ meas
forence.

'r‘.'.lﬂ."a" couraned Brsy
il derour g e,
lratviid m i auﬁar Dfll
Abawast fm 1g 9o wiih Fall
o ths 1o weakpnd,

'IHI:I!HﬂoMM ond 1bs)
hew um

" Jlnlmnl

Jl'l
e 9II|ﬂﬂB! Bridge
dwom. Father B WiiHige,

“Tbabave Greg.” Jane! tole
priest -ml mrr recoumied

lo isva sverys:
!l

Father T, wha deckoad t
lrrﬂmlﬂw T yhory, i
lhm i e ma

1w i ot iy iy
:;::r l«nﬁm L .71
Hes ¥ comy
with 10 Flincten. Bul by wi
poetive

He o L1
oy, umlﬂ‘o I.Du\
My 22,158,
Whlocugvmhpn!on.ry
Tom was an ssioclate pasic
cnmnnlmnmn vior |

Thaklas ihal Fathar Tom we
.3 poslion ks pbuah other |
DWJml Flagle. Ay an
s ol mvm.ﬂnnmnu;
wdl fs b

Fran amalional sippen Irw
Eié, e w0 yh dbd et 1ae
Idndo!lnlp h it e hes

Flllm B rateired Jonsl Al
ADAMSON Contihuas on ps
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| “DON’T TELL ANYBODY...

Continued from page 4E

a Father Kenneth Plarrs, a priesl
and paychalogist who used to run
the Consultation Services Centar
= an agency of tha Archdlocese of
St. Paut and Minneapalis,

Part of Plerra’s job was (o provide
psychological counseling (or
la in the ministry and, occaslonai-
sparishlonery,

In tho midst ol savoral unaucaosa.
ful attampls 1o contact Pigrco, Janal
Rledin got a cal frum & vocational
renabilifation counsalor sl Greg's
peison, Greg had opanad up 1o ihe
ubuﬂlaiﬂr.’glul Flngsmuth, and
told him about the saxual abuse he
.I',l_ld auliared at tha hands of Father
om,

Rlngsmuth began 1o look into the
matter, He knaw Greg hed victim.
jzed olhars with sexuel abuse, bul
‘powhare in his records had i been
mentloned that Greg himsell had
baen a victim, .

""Something lsn’t sight, Let me see
what | can do,” Ringsmuth told Ja-
net, she safd.

Piarre finally returned Janet Ale-
dlia‘s call, s!. said ha look notes of

this son, and . , . * | honestty, sven
though | balleved Grag, | didn't
think the bishop would belisve va."

Faul Rlngamuth was not Inlimidat-
od, Aftar lirat seoking advice from &
priastin the S1. Cloud Diocesa, ho
aid what Janat Rlsdin wouldn't do
and got in touch with several clergy
In the archdiocase, Among them
were Father Plerre and Bishop
Carfson,

Ringsmuih, at the request of Janet
Riedle, asked archdiocese officlaly
what exaclly wes knawn about Fa-
ther Torm. i1 he had been In ireal-
menk Jusl what was going on,

In a letter to Ringsmuth, Plerre
wrale: |

"My last contact with Father Adam-
son before Mrs, Rledla callad was
In Fabruary of 1981, ... The treat-
menl cantarad on his saxual bahav.
for and was motivated by hls awn
concarn la deal with hls problam
and by (he pressure he was rereiv-
ing {rom church authorilies la do
0. .

*'Slnce February 1981 Father
Adamson has sean Dr, Joseph
Qendron, a Minneapolls psychia-
trisl and consullani to us here at

the ges she made cor g
Fathar Tom and recommendad that
ahe call the archdlocass and ask lo
(alk to Blshop Robert Catisan.

Carlson was a high-level adminis-
{rater in the archdiocese and a con-
(idant of Archbishop John Roach,
the mosl powariul cleric kv the arch-
diocess,

I thought that was kind of awk-
ward because ¢hat's kind of Inllmfe
dlﬂng,"Jlml aald. * Call tha blsh.
op? I'm nol about to do that, How In
iha hock do 1, as & parlshioner, call
the bishop and say, "OK, bishop,
and {here's thia prest, and | have

tha C: Servicas Center.
Falher Adamson has seen him on a

Slar Tribune/ .
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Archbishop John Roach, above, praised Faiher Tom A

forhla

fiss.

akills in 1976, eardy (n his

stay In the Twin Citles, By 1385 he had asked for Adsmsan's removal,

what yoir'va sald now

quartadly bsis lor
and provanialive iharapy. To my
knowledge, Fathar Adamson has
bagn abta 1o manage his problam
with Iho assistance of Dr. Gandron
since terminating his !psvlpy with

ma early n 1981,

Janat Riedis want from be1n?1trw‘
biled 1o angry. Grag had fold hor of
tha tima In 1982 ai thn shopping
mill whan ho clalmad Fathar Tom
tried 10 fondie hitm fof the last time.
Tha priest deniss tha incidenl,

Alngsmuih askad har If sha was
satisiind that Fathor Tom was soak-
Ing treatment, And she said, "Wall.

ne,
Is thal Father Adamsan was having

contact with Greg at the same lima
he was In a freatmant program.
What dans thal say, axoapl (hal he
gons lor treatment and siitl han
contact?

Evenlually Bishop Carlson called
Janet Riedla. Than Catlson can-
\actad Father Tom and asked him
to meal with the Riadles. Carlaon
also planned to meal with Grag's
parents 8t ihe archdlocese chan-
cary In St, Paul. A date was set.

Bul batore Ihe Rladies’ maating at
the archdigcese, Ihey had thelr talk
with Father Tom, Janel Rladle
chosa a Perkins Asstavranl on
Counly Ad. € narth of St. Paul for
tha meeting.

“It was just John and ) and Father

Adamson,” she sald,

Jans! cannol remembar what she
21e or who pald ths biil. But she
doss racal thal, throughout the
maating, Falher Tom “never admil
ted to us face to faca tHat he had
evar gons anylhing to Greg."”

Leaving the rgsiaurant, Father Tom
hugged Janet Aledia, end she seys
he whispsred soHly;

""Just youremember thal I'm nol a
waallhy psraon.”

“And at thatpoint fn ime | decided
lo helf with pov." she sald.

Whan Fathar Tom hugged her, she
$aid, [t made me slck. And when
he sald what he sald, i made me
nngg. S0 lrom that point on | just
decldad (hat thls man was not inter-

estad In Greg, That he was only
Inller?sled In ot gatiing burt him-
salt."

But then Janat thought of Falher
Tom's molher, a woman she had
never mat, but & woman sha some-
how knaw.

'And I knew his mother was oldor,

an oidar parson, and | knaw, !

though of hls mother bacause |

:naw how all this was golng to
"

Janat Rladle ctind agaln when the
fhwrt came to mind. Sha wanled to
kaep latking, but words (alled her,

“| dign't think It would be fhis
hard,” ahe sald.

Monday: The Aledles and thel al-
tomey leam about Father Tom
Ademaon’s past
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- “DON’T TELL ANYBODY...
..YOU'LL GET IN TROUBLE, AND SO WILL I
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Lawyer found priest had abused other youths

Second of three parts.

By Bab Ehlert/Statf Writer

Locked up insiga the stone-walled forress of
the St Cloud Retormatory, Gregory John Rie-
dla was mare naiva than frightaned.

1 thought this is kind of neat, Like the mov-
les,” Grag sald.

It was the summar of 1884 and ha had begun
sarving his 21-month samtencs as = result of
his sexual abuse of a little girl and a burgiary.
He knew batter than 1o broadeast all the roa-
s0ns he was in "The Cloud," so wh

"l was never scared until the first time | got
pushed around,” Grag said. “Somebody

shaved me in the hall and they said, ‘You baby
raper? h

1 sald, damn, my cover's Diown.”

Indead, he was right. Baforz the and af tha
summer a feflow inmate would ambush Greg
in the shower, punch him In tha face and break
his jaw.

Outside the prison walls a Roman Cathoiic
priest named Father Thomas Paul Adamsan
faced na physical dangers, Sut his caraer and

anybody asked, e piaved up tha burglary,

What he didn't know is tharthere is 2 funny
kind of communication inside prisons, and
gark secrots don't five long.

o Were now under sisge. His superi-
ors in the Archdiocese of St Paul and Minne-
apolis had learned that, seven years aarfier, ha
had begun sexually abusing Greg Riedls — a
3-year-cid altar boy back in 1877,

In late June 1984 Father Tom cama to visit
Greg a1 5L Cloud. Tha Si-year-old priest and
he ar-ald inmata had a lot to talk acout.
“He wanted me 1o come ses him, and taik ta
him. and giva him suppor,” Father Tom test-
fied in his depasitions.

Greg ramembars it gifferenty. To him the
priest’s visit was the same ald theme.

" 'Dan't tell anybody. You'll get in troubls, and
=0 will L' That's what he saidin a roundatiout
way. His ayes wers going everywharea, lafl ang
right. There was hardly any eye contact. He
was scarad.”

e

Greg had bagun to think about lawsuits and
compensation for the damage done to him.

ADAMSON Continued on page 4E
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“DON’T TELL ANYBODY...

ADAMSON: Mother
felt clergy failed
to understand

Conlinued irom pega 1E

Bul ne dig hg| Xnow what to do,
WRe!& 10 turn.

in July 1984 his molher, Janel Riss
dlu, wani lo visil ane of Archbishop
John Ro4th's clasest advisars,
Bishco Aoberd Carlson, to tady
aboul Father Tom and whal hd had
Sone o her son,

A1 thal meeling Bithop Carlson and
1ha Rev. Kevin McDonough — bath
represenling the archdwocess —
asked mosi of ihe queslions and
oftered s in y of informy.
bon, Janal 18id.

The Aradles brought Lp the medieal
bily iney M d decumulated a
rasull of Gieg's counsaiing over the
¥y

Catiing Iha pokce \-u mentionad,

Ul NG one ook any aciion, And the

mnmglnmmi o IM ol a pirio-
note,

D8 QMg you SIN have your son,'
was the way McOonough putit,
decoraing 1o Janw Risdle.

Tha commenl panicutarly bothared
Janet snd mads hai woﬂocrl
hese mun dr. ach and
white couid real lulhem what snc
had baen Ihrcugh, She bessve

sha had 1031 hes son.,

"'l mean Greg was runaing {away)
We dwdn’t have Grag,”’ 3he 3ad,

e Grag spvar hid o bia. Greg
waY REvesa hapoy mnup-r. ﬁ! L)
nmm e nppﬁ:lunm e A

Wi say (rosatdy liom age 14 o
— i3 48 I Theng s the annar
1::1 rahap mingied Kids cam oo
thingy.™

Atihat July § maeting, Cavlaon
unu thll 10 comprla a Kt of

panses and arviva al 3
|u|-| m olivred |o visit Grag in
1100 30d 1o ba of any help Lhat he
could.

Alter Garlson ynd Mcna»wgh m-'
it he Aiedler, they
amhar Tarn, On Jv

soﬂ menhoned m. meeting s
memao to Asehxshop John Roaeh,
whO N#34 1he Archdiocese ol S
Paut ang Muneapoks.

In tne mamo, Caslson said that F,
thas Tom had admmed his abu:

ngion Coynly, 3l reny
an31 wll capand on what the srch-
drotess does with Futher Adam-
s

Carison roks Roach thal he
Fainat Tom

Hoh
EhANRAE Wi had Beet i1 aw
Agamaen, Canson 2o ditalten
Faur Tom to oblaln a crimindl
Atdrney 3L ks own gxpende,

3

"Furihermerd, | 104 Fathar Adsm-
100 1nat | wil bs In conlycy wilh him
ANar | wided wilh the prchbsshop
»e Tishop Wanes {of e Dicets
ol Winoaw, i souinein Minnasois).
On Frinay [duly B) | cafied Bishog
Waner (o infoiim Mim of the porLi-
bls legal exposwia. ...

tn 1ha s3ma mama il was disclosed
that Father Tom didnl gel along
with Iha prieat who Lhen supervited
him In Busnavifis dnd thal Ihare was
a0 archeiocens e on Fathar Tom
thal eontaingd informplion about
hiv ateged sexval mvolvemaent with
anoIhE? bay 1 1982 =« an invoive-
ment Father Tom denles,

rinp 1630041, Lanson ad-
dresed th chivch's image ina
recommendilion (o Roach Ihal dc-
tompaniad Ihe July 9 mema:

i such a way lhal any publtity will
4d. | woukd (ecommend

senl1o Ine Pas Albuquets
Que oo i Houn v| Attiemabon
firgalmen] genlars). i Is obvous 10
tne in deating wilh Father Adamson
SLIhis lime Wiat he ha litile ra-
marse olher tran the {sct that we
found s0mething slse out 3nd com-
pislely minurares tha wnlke situs-
bon,

Al one paint in hiy tiasimanl, Of.
Gendron 10id ma tha) Faiher Adam-
100 Wik have |0 thoose batwsdan
iy geaval prodiem and e priest-

1 have nave’ basn con-
viMld 1hal Father Adasmion hat
come Iognps wilh hig priegity re-
1ponnbaty.

Laver v Judy 19084, Bishop Carlsan
wisi1ed GIaQ I prison, he sard, a5

Qreg Riadhe |n 1982 21898 1B,

partof his pasioral reaponsibitty 10
(e youthe

Earker Greg had senl aleties 1o

maxing soms hnantial de-
mandg, such lhngs Jsucyanda
collega educalion.

Gaag was rehuctant 10 discuss the
deld4s of Ihe abuse with Cadson
Owring his

Once again thets was 3 dscussion
©! the car and wc YM!\

Carlaph ashed M‘\‘M way UOW

masailafy and spathaniy. He alsa

TR A Pe<pEE], CHE A d 1o tatk

ma oun of getiing Involved wilh

counts and Ihings, which is (he

ump lhng F tr AQdmon ied
1o

Cartson denies making any such
request,

.YOU'LL GET IN TROUBLE, AND SO WILL

E18li Protos by Josy McLeinle

Lost summer Qreg revlsl
rsiiola bmglnry and

d 8L Clovd Raformalory, In e summst of 184 he 1pent
soune ol s Htlle gid,

quppor] hom Ine Wincna Docase,

mson was liviag In Eeu Clol

. This summar. He hax 4sld (hyy his supar
from publicly manreising hia pnnuy tunguien, althoirgh he slill tecaived aome

¥ Alagqund 1984 the michosg-
cai8 had begim g
wlh one ol

Andrew Esen e,

Supobad & hetjal opnion sbout the
ea50 10 Carsen. A zapy o tha legal
Dpinksn way pasied along io Bien
oo WakHurs, widr 3 1he me hoaded
e Chocese of Wisons

hdmull. F:mr Tom was skl 8
prieal of

one
A48 DUl who minlsiera in anolhar.

Tha archiocass and ina Olooees
o Whnona wers n e sums bast, n
B0 nenve, becausa Falter Tom
Il fie3 10 both, Moasineiats it

G WAk cautaoys, (o Say e |

"W e wary ol gtenng Inla ey
winad of nagabiatiarns wilh i (Gre
‘wiund g wll v N whal e wanly
rd b an hen raleasen vy frpm ny
abily, batauie disrwg that lime

(hare wern 3 number 0 court deci:
s g a lmnw ang gl

s

The Aiedles showed An:
1,800 cheen kkam F pih:

ﬁmm advised ham o “cash it

& e, and | wil oK g i They

o,

By e lime A Nl Degun 10
llrlllll!llhl Mieals laridy Ging

had been nrll\uﬂﬂw ol 5i.
Cioud and inlo a program specili-
caly designed for 33 offendars at
2 prison lacity 1 Lino Laked.

wm ing dnlcvm, phaze ol Uie

0 acton, 00, vk el
uw B nleiwwnn m i Homan
Cal Dﬂ:ﬂwr:nfx wlmu::rm
Ao i i
Tagalter i lmﬂul Fallne Tom
had pegun serual y ablulngmn-
9% boya 3004 altm (he e
nru'::lronn W

o 10 Bl vh Thal (he
ENmoe R L KR ADOU il Quy
and 1hat it had happenad paiora.”

The trash and cod Angeiaon nad “We dida 'l knge
bacama an ear 1o b a .m\m\mw T e staral
16 Han on for Me Rirdies. Tha 10 do deicont invailigation
In lact, h| wilh @ kil in
i Dl na. and thy

began (o repikce prias/p.
ties (hal Janut Piedix had 1#ked o
the

Espaciaty ahat Oacamber 1984,

That ih shan Andled 00 10 cughl &
wail o4 bl ol Gieg Fligdis aog
Fes paverds, The sul siated thai (s
aeebdrocnie and 51, Thomas l:;lul-

it a¥eged had Teps Bwsy dn-
|BCTpd irquntonal, unpermitied,
harmiul 3nd oltoraive 30 Hll‘ cone
321 upon Grag.

d intd Detwodn

langed,” Lakd (Junun: aver. “And
e chn') ) thal 0 wolsd be s
progiate hegaly s iy (0 eae inio
8 D ek aiion v him whie he
i parson That's whvy ihis sug.
ERBOn W made hal ha magnt
il o coniui Wil an apomey.
Toce na 901 oul of prisen, we could
Uy dead with il 1 3 mugh del
siruabon.”

a
Finans3li issues hapt conirg up
Afyway. Al the tecommendalion of
Carison, Fuths! Tom had given Ihe
Riedies 3 check for $1,600 1o cover
30ma Ol (he counselmg E1peNsas
the Ry had been paying for
Greg.

“'Sha [Janel) had asked lor some
help with 30Mme srpentes (hat ihey
Iuo hw And smce Falhat Agpm-

d 20mined dong 1, ) sug-
!::’ud 1hat he help out,” Cmson

Wian e Rledies recesved ihe

e vy weasw 24k 10 caah Iy

Ia wrhad thal sccapting it right rule
e cOmpens anon due

evson. a partner in the Beansot 4
Andaryon law fam bn 51, Paid

W fe:
Janet lnd her chuich were seversd

By e i),

| tnlnk wa are 2 vary Migeous socl-
iy, wodd | mmﬁ:l‘;’m\gl.:: 2k

z-nul! becausn the fegat manuig
Molrd hia abarly 1o pastol 10

jef U sud was fhed, An
300 Pl Otk 10 Ol
i wilupes ol infermas

s Thyosgh e fegal e
EOvary pioces.

Thatn wiie 50 cieningl chargss ba-
aniy spugnt agaknat Fainer Tom b
Iha case beeaunn Washingion

Counly sushariies had dejermined
Rt the statute of bstalong hed
mrpsad 0 b abars of Greg.

Groundd rutud for covil lawaus 3w
bath partws i isks deposions —
Werrdp iaiETants — i prdst Wy
iNCuar AIoIMAation: AAMEE, DAIRY,

44 pta L
tapeANS Iutd by 1ha pETEE
werrag Vanscribe (g i gimmeny,

¢ avedabis 1o ah

seles

Ity wamt back, &g (fan wi
beeughi la e Ciocete ol Wingna
w5 a dlrndant in fhe sl in
Auguit ol 19B5.

Thase witne3aas who have bean
subpoanitd lo a depoyllion ere 1e-
quired 16 answer quaskons unless
thair anornsy adwses them nol to.
In Ihe begif of the Riedts law-
SuH & had deen ngreed thal the
@slter woukd hel bs mads pudlic,

“Wa wanled 1o fnd oul what was
Wwnlend,” Andirion said, “Thay
o' s

oy,
nof have besn able lo

Archbishop Rosth, Bishop Loras
‘Wattera of Winona, Bishop Robert
Carlson and many piher pii
nUAS weara 3skad sbout Father
Tom. One by ond Ihey wers quoss
Uoned aboul whal Ihey knsw, when
Ihey knew it and how o

with gllegations sboul Father Tom's
sexual miacondud wh

they bacama aware of (hem.

Ay the informaltlon grew in Ander.
son's offxé on Iha 10th Boor o) Lhe
Meritor Tower in St. Paul, the attef-
ny hecame convincad Ut thate
wab o patein ol abuie by Father
Tom snd » cover-up by Ins supaii
ors {np $panned the thies dacaden
of the pries! s carew.

Andarson’s 99311 had bagun uncoy-
#ring more and mose inslunced in

which rumors had awlaced about
1 prnil's seuval involvaman with
juvenits males — mast oflenin re-
realions selimgs, mosi alen 3y 8
rogull of ihe prigst's position of
authanity of iniluence.

H people wiitén the chiwech hnaw,
Ihey had aever conlucied tha police

10 ruhc 1Mm awave of Faiher
Tom muscondixt Yel al-
mont Mll vll Fathsi Tom went Iy
hig carper, Anderson bakeved, he
had teft benind 4 trail of browen
voyt ang

{1959 10 1924) chaims ung
Wnowledgs of an ynypeoil
1em Ll plagund Father 1

“Th ardy Wng | Aag" W
]
HACHL oM 400k who &
welling bo 1ign statamardy
cewme wiih = to conlzont
Adsmion

Bane NNl e
when Failer Ta

lhlk‘gmlﬂl.

wwmm ham
o

Fainer Tom, many ol
apuseiy, way himpeti 4 ve
youlh

Thomas Paud Adamion w
1933, He grew up on 3 dy
Byron, Minn., where his |
o Sistars wara cloae ah
10 sach olhar 1nd thair pa
wa tha oldesi of the yon:

In & staunch Calhabe tamv
8iLe, and in thal ima, it w.
aurpeise Ihal ona of ihe rn
son MI would becomd

W abwayd played chure”
Tom wig $ways the prist
 $idbng. m uled Tonc
e by Wither 86x of plac
unﬂy "W nlﬂ mlm-

The pacenl, Paut {now di
ard Mildrad Adamson, we
1hink of mrasing m Sunday
chutch, Thare ware miny

iy woulkd be
Up 0N 3 sleighin deep s
10 mass.

. Tom Adar

In m drpotinana.

" Twa relalionzhlp confir
sionally over Lhe neal o
unil ihe man movad aws)
ords indicale.

Noone, nol aven Ihe privl
peihapy, could how
sbuse would allact Ns lak
Lika many sgausl-abuse v
and kg Greg Rindi, Tam
%an hid thy aby

Young AGdmion wes ona
boys who, bbon graduatic
Lowdes High 5cnool Rr
akcled to Bacom

e enlgred immacyiain m
Mary, 8 semnary in

Tewrg, Falrer Tom siugp
e priesinoot and cekon

“4 i ifwiking Wboul mar
Wi dasag 8 gui I rad ml’
wilalm whter Fanie

Wl if lnr aitort 1 di the sama fod

m :glollmhs‘?m 1o The
ﬁz 1ans 1o
uwﬂ\llunﬂfnn

Nal ooy afigr o dinadion 3
e pasish im Hochaites
Fathat Tom, sococding 1o
My, bagan aliglwgln

1 1083 Anetann brd Mark
mmr! M; llil\llnL nld

mROA,
!u-z‘ Imuwlz |I.In Iu LS

et ﬂ"l * D’”“ .Nﬂm l
man. in hlydrp
he tlwu:bmn Dt o

ust-atues lesuma of Fatr Tom,
Accardmg th Ardeison’s iRy i tha
blotu::l;.iq\':\m Ihumw ke
Tngadiy RN MuroRed wikh ming gl
‘while 3ervag h\nm a ulun ::mmnm::: s ik
m'nlh Hiara. Andarion ba u. mare than 10
teged vt b iy mm-ﬂ and h
e acmessions of abwsm i Father | g fangs Tom's & a0
1. '\ Argam nnlnma: ol
tha Winona e,
Tioe abuse nieged I nmnnm Pag i oancuE] began to b
d S' $840% | 4 b gupanions — st Ihy
iovkad rerr gl
- ‘mm Fathy Tomwan &
e by Wirana®s Bighop
whvle 1930na 10 S Francn 210 covimel by el by
mw I::Er.-!ohm!tﬁwu agiy EEcording it & piysninlie
e, M Adtaimoon trken i Haron
Fainer Tom dois hal it 1o 48 of Wiaged
e a¥pgatony, ;’::;‘m by mﬂ?;;i
A 400 wSmEIa Ba) by mlm' bl

0 BaD OoTEn paenia. nun, th-
s and patiTN workess Evenluiy
leatigid of Father Tom's pauel
problamy. M 2kt Ihal mlleash 18

Aesln I il Winans Diocayy higw
e V9708 of shise by Adamicn, u mmu p.n:?:;»'-‘m':;
;‘uuhawmuutmh N1 | g 19T Bishop Lovey Wat
il ibn O
suthuwmnwmwmmu: -
Wi R 8 Tact, athar than pest mul- hmw:::;

B e,

Ol the bwu iahaps Fathet Tam
Diocae ol Wi-
A Fiergy

Widpargh e

(|I!U 10 1SEETin dnceia ey finl

mnmu " mm:lﬂoemahl b
had hnowiecge of 7 Tom's

probiama). and Biaben Winars

Wafsers_ lnhiy swnin staty
s malitalied (hat he nee
W TR Tem's speeit
g wrd ynsd e Ga 'F-F
Ttk with beoughl g

i, Mrmn Ton, &

Adamusn coatmyed oh o

TA000246

r



Ly2000VYL

14

T

“DON’T TELL ANYBODY...

Continued from page 4E

dapotition. said Waners confronted
fim in 1373 after the bishop was
oid & rumar about sexusi miscon-
duct invelving the priss: and a3
HAocheatar youmn,

“F Wik | Tokd M that thare was a
basis for it {the rumors) and matl
accapied Na rasponsitiity for Ma
wiongnass of it whataver.” Famher
Tom said, ral

ual problems, but nevar wers un-

3

~Tam told ralatives he was going
away 10 schoot whenever ha want
away for reatment,” said one of
Father Tom's siblings. “One sister
said onca that if somaona said to
har hat Tom walked on water she
could balieve that zather than this.”

Aler repeated plpas 1o be dis-

ing taa g .
with his bisnop.

Wartars had driven to Rochester,
unannounced, o confront tha
priast, Father Tom said. “Wanars)
= that | should So somami

some kind of counsaeing, and that
ha would consult with athars as to
what | sheuld go.™

Ata fanr mesting In 1573, it was
agread mat Father Tom would
again begin seeing Tyw.rnn at

ged from the Hardara facsdity,
Fatner Tom got his wesh in August
1874, Having been admined win
what fis atiending psychiatrise. Dr.
John Curran, 1ermed a “homesaz-
ull” prodism, Father Tom was re-
lrased with & status mat Curran
sai0 was “slightly impraJsed.”

Curran recommandad to Bishop
Wattars that Famher Tom continua
10 seak therapy on an outpatient
basts.

Star Tnbune/Monctay /Oecember 12/ 1968 SE

.YOU'LL GET IN TROUBLE, AND SO WILL 1"

e tims worked with the
State Hespital, ARar Fathar Tom
allagndly was involved in yat anoth-
of 3axuzkabusa inciden with a boy
o ma spring of 1974, Tyca recam-
manded that the priest sask thara-
Py in Harviord ot the inaphue of
Living,

Father Tom raluctantly agreed. Just
Detore leaving in June 1974 for his
two-month stay at Harttord, he be-
gan suinnguhar Kenneth Piarre,
a prrest and psychaloglst who
headed ing Consuttanan Sarvices
Canter, an agency of tha Archdio-
cese of SL Payl ang \ P

far retuming 1o his pas-

tardta in Rochastar in Au-

gust 1574, Father Tem be-

gan sseing Father Piarre,
ha psycnologist in e Twin Cities.,
“The expariance in the East was
paintul in that it took so lang and it
was so ragimented.” Pisre wrote
i his notes of Aug, 22, 1974, " _ ..
[tfooks like he will mainin his
parish and that the Hartford experi-
ance was some kind of rade-cff on
this."

Throughout his stay at tha lnstute
of Living in Harddord in tha summear
©f 1574, Father Tom correspanded
with Bishop Watters, Father Fisrre
and othars,

In a June 27, 1574, lenter to Watters
fram insice the Insttution, Father
Tom remarked that “the spiritual
verd remains. . . . The tght security
or lack af freecom wears on me,

- .. The persona ( liva with ramein &
protlem. ...

1 know tiers can never be a recur-
rence of the prodlem ! had this
Spning. | don’t want to ba in 2 place
tike this agaim — never! | alss am
keanly zware of the passibitity of
2UTOMANC SuSPensicn if thers is a
fecurranca and that says a lotto
me...."

Father Tom had Seen cuits hum-
tled by his & 0 Harticed,
During visits homa © Minnesota he
confided in a numper of his ciose
prest frienas adout his pychosex-

ing sub VISt with |
Father Tom in Saptember, October
and November 1974, Piarra con-
Ehuded that the gnest “continues to
da well."

Although Decembar 1974 Bagan
with great promise lor Father Tom
— ha was back in his Rochaster
Parish and progressing In wnerapy
— one of his first sexuat Indiscre~
tions camae back to hant him,

One of Farar Tom's abuss victms
i SouUTTwasT M nag later
Sean orgained into the onasthood,
‘While serving in his fifst assign-
ment in Me Diocese of Winona, e
yOung priast — wha has sinca laft
e counry and his religious calling

Greg Rledle 3tood behind Jetfrey A

drive 1o Rochaster, walk up 19 tha
podiym during Fathar Tam’s sar-
men and make public their knowi-
edge ot his abuse.

On tha ave of that Sunday in late
1874, Father Tom resgnad his du-
tias 2t St Francis pansh in Rochas-
ier, Ha tokd parismonscs he was

problems, but he never discussad .
thag with ma at any time.,™ T

ha troubled priest

Inars were ng rasificlons puton -
hiT, ana the hall-midion Aoman
Py ? e

Fathar Tom did go to tha Twin Cit-
ies and enroll in classas st the
University ol Ms A
mw‘umdammmam;&‘d&

woukd be 10 years balere tha prest
would raturn 10 his homa Siocesa.

ha depositons make it
claar that Sishop John
Roach, wha was 5000 to
betoms the archbishop of

1934, who guickly became a shoulder tor the family to lean on,

nat end until 1973 — ar which time
the youth was a grown man ar-
dained into tha priesthood.

Greg Riadia’s attomey, Andersan,
had lsamed about Father Tom and
mat youth in 1968 wiils investigat-
ing tha priast's past During har
Quest Ancerson came upon a
braihar ol the ox-priast whe had
bean abused a3 a voy.

The Brothar was déposad with the
cenaition hat fis testmeny be
sealed from he pubic racord. Tha
fams man woukl later agrea 1o an
intarview for tis siacy on the con-
dition that na one in his lamly was
dentifisd. For fnat reaton the man
will ba referred 10 2s Dave, anc the
ex-priest 23 George.

i1 1974 Dave was a teachar in the
school Father Tom suparvised In
Aocnester. When ha founa out
about his brothar and Father Tam
he was so angry he wamnted 1o harm
A

— weCnd Up in A
irmammant centar in Aochedtar,

Thern, accorging 12 onia of kia
brothars, in Decamter 1574 the
priest confessed 1o Merapists that,
n 18581, Famner Tom had sexuaily
auze] Ine ten eignm-grage ooy,
o Famhaer Tom s gecasi-
tios, that sexual relanonsmip aid

eny 7.

A lslorw teacher, Sister Tiemey
Trueman, recalied in her deposition
that Dave came (o the junior high
school where they taught an a Sat-
urgay in late 1974,

“Ho was very angry. vary angry.
And he literally said 1o ma, ‘1 am

going to XIR kim.* And he was talk-
ing 3bout Father Adamson,” True-
man testified.

Alter she lound cut why ha was so
angry — Dave axplainsd aboul how
Fathar Tom had zaxually abused
Georga — sna promised (o drive to
Winona the oliowing day and n-
form Bishop Watters about ths ac-
cusatons. Ana she did.

“I'm hare only becaute Dave.ks
saying if that man (Father Tom)is
not out af the parish within a wesk:
he'll be a dead man,” sha tokd tha
bishop.

A ing to har

e Ar of SL Paul anc

in the had no
inxfing of tha abuse incidents.

Far tha naxt year. unti February
1978, Fathar Tom continued 1o soe -
ine priest psycnologist, Piscrs, 1eg-
ularly — and ha regquisrfy conlactas
hiz Bishop abgut retuming 1o tha
Wincna Diocase.

Time afeer time, Watters denied that
raquest — avan on the occasion
when ha received a larter trom :
Pierre that endorsed it

On that occasion, Bishop Waters '
wrote: “While | do not question |
your @valuation regarding the prog-
rass Father Adamson has made, [
Must aiso ada that | am convinced -
hal his doesn’t avan begin to ap-

Xnow Ad:
coming, that Wartters had toid
Roach that Father Tom waa "a vic-
tim of a situation in Winena,”™ and
that becausy of that situation, Fa-
her Tom was seaing Father Perre
+~whom Roach knew to be 2 priast
and psychalogist.

But just what haa Warars told
Roach, or not toid him about Father
Tom?

Nsither Roach nor Warters woutd
Bgree > 8a interviswed tor tis
Story. Howevar, in one of the arch-
diocena’s uMMAtan gegors ralat-
0d 1o [awsists fled in Ramssy
County Qistrict Courr, it states thar
in 1576, “Archbishop Roach wwlar-
a0 1hal alsganons of hemesex-
ual conduct Nad Daen Mmada Againat

g y. the
bishop than said that Fathar Tom
‘was ona pf hia “finsst men™ ang
had received soms ot tha finest *
treatment that coule be given. But
he added that Father Tom was un-
able 1o cantre! imsalf.

Sistar Trusman racatied that the
bishop was ““naither upset, neither
angry, nerthar surprised™ at the
naws, although ke N

Ha ¥ <id net re-
cawe any indication that the bomo-
saxual nature of the conduet had to
do with youth.™ 5
Wnan questicnaed in his depasition,
Father Tem said he assumed
Roach knew samathing ahowt his
saxual molestaticn of youths.

Fatner Tom made that assumatan
Ba hao res

“pained.”

Later tiat waek, Dave himselt
called Sisnop Warters and gave
hm an ultimatum: Either ramove
Father Tom bafore Sunday or all ot
Ihe family memBars wers going to

“ang of the 1op panshas in the
Diocess of Winona . . . ard it just
seems. for e Brght man M3t he
{Floach) is. Na would be saying,
Wy~ Father Tom "

P e numbers of peogia in -
arlsasy fiva cifferant communings -
acrass the entire diccase who hava
finally piaced together incidents oc-
curring over a liteen yaar span and
who now cpanly raiss quastions .
about tha :I.vndini!i:y of ail priasis,
Obviously | amwriting 9 youin
confidence. You wauld only have to
struggla through tha painiul sas-
sians i've had with heart-orokaen | -
snd bewildered parents who only .
{now) have coma to discoverthe . .
source ot soma of the problems of
Their sons." |

R 3anoule ba poirted put that, in his
first depasition in 1986, Wathers e~
néed specific knawiedge of Father .
Tom's sexual abuse of boys dunng
that period and that, in raterence 1o
“painiul sassions 've nad with
haan-broken and bewildersd par- .
ants.” he oxplained that the com-
MENT was mace fegarding an inci-
aant seme 30 years earhier whan
Wamers was a pnncigaiat a hgn ¢
4choal in Dubugue, lowa.

in 1978 Fathar Tom stopsed seging.
Father Pierre. In June of that yaar,
fia was nameg associate pasoe of

St. Thomas Aquinas in St. Paut
Pamc

A year later, Greg Riedla bacame |
one of Fainer Tom's aitar boys.

T The of other

fusT talt that he had to Rave 3ome
AWRFENESS At tars wars some

victicas; the Riadle aut (3 asmed
out of court,

L
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“DON’T TELL ANYBODY...
.YOU'LL GET IN TROUBLE, AND SO WILL I

Secrets finally become matter of public record

Last of three paris,
By Bob Ehlert/Statf Writer

‘The cali came in 1o the Mendota Heigrs police
station at 7 p.m. on Aug. 21, 1577.

A patroiman in neighboring Inver Grove
Heights was relaying information from the par-
ents of 2 15-year-old boy who had just report-
ed a sexual-abuse incident. He had been
picked up hitchhiking in St. Paul Park that day
and was Ister allegedly assaulted by the driver.
The suspect was white and about 45, He wore
gutl clothes, had a beer belly and drave 2
lymouth, accarding 1o the police repons,

His name was Torm.
Tom had picked up Mike hitchhiking at 2:30

P.m. After exchanging pleasantries and
names, Tom said he was going golfing latar,

and asked if the boy wanted to caddy.

Mike (whose real name is withheld because he

was a juvenlig) said he would. The two made
arrangements 1o rengezvous at a gas station
\ater that 2fiernoon near the boy's hame in
Inver Grove Helghts.

Thay shot a round of golf, and, as agreed,
Mike pulied the can argund.

After goliing, Tom suggested that ths two go

geta Coke and a sanowich. Then Tom drove
to the Mendakota Cou Ciub down the road
and invited Mike imo the iocker roam.

“"We sat In there for 2 coupla of minytes, and -
hen wa went cut 1o the shower, then we went
Sackin the sauna,” Mike said, according 1o &
statemant he later gave the Mandota Heighis
police, "We were Sifing . . . and he tried grab-

bing my penis. 1 tried shoving his hand away
and swifl, and he's sinting there saying I'm shy
and ail this, and then he kept trying ta do it "

On the way out, Mike said Tomjunged at him
again, this time grabbing him around the mid-
dle and reaching for his genitals.

After the two had dressed, Tom bouéh( Mike a
can of pop &nd then took him back to the gas
station.

Mike told his mother about the Incident, and
she called the police, who asked Mike to call
them if he heard from Tom again

Three days later, Tom called, according to
police reparts. Mike and Tom arranged
another golf olting for 4:30 p.m.,

ADAMSDN Continued on page 4E
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“DON’T TELL AKYBODY... | *

ADAMSON:
How much
did church
know?

Ce;wmuu tom page 1E

mueati at Lha sama Qau slation,
Than Mixa caled Inp pokee.

When Tom atsivad in tha whils
Plymouth, right on t¢neduld, Rich»
rd Thu, who wan Uwin tha Mendo-
1a Hoighly pohca chisl, and 2 feliow
officet airasiad Tom and r

s right

*Tom' lurasd oul Lo ba Fether Tom
— Fathss Thomas
of 81 T»emu Aquinas reciory in
81 Paul Park.

“Ha was va

Siaaring I

ues) and lvm hs wn [ CIIDOH:
priast,” Thd

Fathet Tom asked wha) ha shoul

4o 1nd 18ig the) P matier was nol
auch a big danl, Thul wrote in his
¢epont. “l ashed him whaihat ha
had touchsd Mka's penis, "

Falher Tom wid U chist (hat he
did try,

Tha priesi was hangculied and
loadsd uuo the pollca gar.

At vupoﬁn Balign, F:m-r Tnm
was mgﬂpmlld pholagr:

Kag if ho would m lomm
men),

Ha oesioad und ihen wis ilesved,
Soma 10 years ller, when aakad in
ﬂnpasmonl abour the avanta wl-
kn®ed I I por, F.

Tom ummbﬂw g errest Dul not
1ha dalails,

Tha pelas) B¢ plidecuisd,
nw Wil Inlllk mmam d by
hao-
mrl. by m awparan u Ay wm

Blaf Frote Dy Jovy Mekaaonr

ap/ lap ol 323 un howe becavse of
L ETLETITTTN

mn criminal rypu A vary dell
TN B persca who wishas 1o

nd hun aifiees. As wuth, he
s:ﬂ mfmlllnl B dangar in an
A Con iy,

Mike, Gug hlm and five oinar
boys wi atush by Falhar
muo i Ihe archdi-
proval ould not ag7se
with \hlussomunL

Bul # decane sgo A was slanderd
far i ihn

lll W‘!'ﬂ.ﬂﬂl‘l Dictary Nm
:\;;mu é had bean ofd sined in

Dakorn Gowaty suthorias did not
PTOABCILE Wik WdaCand: i e
chaige, clalmang the languags af

ity of Mangai Fieighis., The
ChAI] UAHERAL BREATITE, & I
aemBans,

Whal happaned nest 3 anybody's
Quess. Naons seams L0 remamber
now of If (he cane was sarigd, ang
no re¢ord ol A could ba localed ln
Dakora County.

"1 JON'L FAMAMDAr DOw H wi 18-
solved,” baid Tiomas Anderson,
wNO A1 0N bime was assgnad 10
prosecute tha cass for Mendota

Did the archdiocase know about
hlru,v Tom's admilted abus of

"I know ¢l no 0na (in e archidke
wha was coniaciad. Abmy
uom wire vath (othar,
ys, v the génacal san:
ney I\an nad 1oMe distussions
withy samacns & the chuteh, but il
tmaty i3 an impraseion.”

I his dapositlons, FllnuTom i
ha engaged Jamas Q'C
Haslings kwyes, lo ﬂmnd
195Ul of his conlact with M.
O'Consall doas noA deny that, but
ha 53K e G0u Ao 14CER wh did
he ol

a3

pacani of victim o donl quisty
EALR LR R R TR T

Mavar in Ao leak V8 years of Ay
catnarin e Oeceie 8l Winama,
1530 theough 1574, was Faiher

Tam subjociad i pubsc of piicial
oty lod BRrudl maconet

Evan whie he was inweaiment,
Fainer Toa was snayilly sbuing
ﬁug Pintle. Carohyn Wnanler, IM
wile and aveciie ol Sanl
Scrwens, admitagiered ?‘!‘I‘“““
. Bagin

Sttwnnis an NuHIN.l aechnna 1o
womeisnt fes (us siony.

it gmems Uk | wns mnung wilh)
e avary aifn week kv peee 8
riad ol & faw mnl. anll'
O | ha dal
dranm inatapy it
m-mbqi Thava ol my working with

Thars arm affictavils hom iniga oik-
o¢ bays fram 51, Thomes Auulnu
DIMIl wnu nml all-g e Fal

centinua by atua-
Irig Gpg Rinane dhiring mat sma.

Notunid 1980, 1 yoar al
m Beriniatplot of
maculaly concapnon cmuh \n Co-
Tumbia Haights,

N Afvar baing reponed dy 2 Isbow
peiaal in Hovermber 1980, Father
Ahar iy was 0 $he chan-
al Mencots Hasghis sad Adim- Fi
sun's begsl countal, Fathet Tom
ONCE SR wid ralaned 16 miheia- | Fathar Aoben c"lwu(wnalmr
it bor wvsuabon, azconding becams a bishop)
EHESTS QapoLiiong,
When toid that ha would have to
ARNGAGH tha HEA0N I8 Ul

Tidumay Anderann Mg

i
Behwanz, » pypchialiyl than prac-
nirgy i §1, Faid b wxarning Agsm-
00, Sehwane dad, e e in &
Intinr 1o O Cannall wiilin Haw, 13,
1

' +., This young man MI lmnw
bean mare overwhal
mo3aual newde and dulm md

N3 06 00 B Eion sllag,

ennched oul W

lll'l agert’ gondia m:
‘ I weondd poinl owl In pans

g, unn Aboud 1 Illnluvdﬂ ]

homoseausly wiin mades.”

Schwanz nuda nols ol Adlmloﬁ (]

ralntionIps

and (ecommandad py ycm apy

lor "sbout a year.”

“Tha has a good chance of remits

ting Andl A0 180CAING st & 1pler
4aln,” anid Schmani, who oftered
Father Tom a discount p3ychath

re3ign lrom the parish, Father Tom
wept.

Tha parants of the abused boy met
‘with Caslson In Decambar 1980, Al
that mestng. Curisan 53id he loid
Iha parants “someing woukd be
done,” :

Fathar Tom was asked (o lnu his.
PAsish poRItN and idsuuctad
onm UoatmanL which he hu: did,

18 0 b Mdy munu
gmm“nn
L AT uuamm ol'
Ll 2o wig

uul L] erahed ncidnt,

The lamily was foi Loid laler vivn
archdic oss officialy consvited with
ong ol Father Tom's M1 pif
et Kannath Pisita, wha Lok
besn other

cmn and Archdishop Roach had
rmiasion in wiiling (rom Father

Tnm 1o raview his privale, p3ycho-

Bluhop Loras Wansi_

3
Qcap Aiedie enlin s pparumant In 2 lown north of tha Twin Ciiles, whate ke bvad last summar,

Blshop Roban Carson

Jogical istory, which incluced Fa-
Inat Kan Prati#'s ol s aDOul past
sexual ngiacealiony in the Orocaia
ol Winana, Carlson suld nrehdi

@ officisls dxd nat congull the
choaslng mluﬂ to o3

332
Nospitatzed by &
Minneapods psyshvaitist, Dr. Ja.
5&ph Ganaron,

Al the conchsalon of Faihsr Tam's
9 days of inpatent Iherapy #t 81,
M

Grag fuaghe 4t 3 Aosevila Shappng
cenmer,

Arsd 10are wad 50 Dcrobar 1962
U008 = pisn BEhdorese ol
it camtand thay duan’l lpgm ol
wAbl Maren 1983 < mmum 18

% ra

St 1al Inat tha chch
fana iy, e didn ' walk
Wy Ifoun (R shureh. We dida's
0 Bbing eacticing Cahokcs, Wa
Thin] 2100 ILAPAENY Cul Ddnish,
Wt ENGEN DA CHm- o B
B, WMIcln wa da lod 1ha wekm
sl hia ARy T

Bulnwas ananclan v
1902 Cawnolic Buain —
0Ce38 pudkcanon — thi
Janel Riedlu's syes,

in the Masen 1987 Caing
Aoach — who would no
Quatbons on tha Adamy
bon lor s siory — Ko¢
1opic ol sexual abuse oy

1n the snicie Roach 13id

"
ity who had sull aﬂu

Ina ea1l ol us may expar
Must b tha mos| Lonurt
ho mrole.

Yo Janst Riedis, Ronc

WH10 st mora Bvidence

ehurch was o of Louch
ima.

8 piots conla
honly aher pu
Wi of i lavwe
Carison siid th

akes had been made du
Agamson aHad, Ky wo
rapsatyd.

“ln rauonoser, wa wouk:

ditfetandly (oday,” 58id ¢
g an wiarview.

ARar iha lawsuit was ma
cuum Palped oimulst

ully af
imh chidrun, Carlann
K1 what he R (0 auth

Under s guidalines, o [
a3 Adamson woud nave
up 10 o yeare i raslm
ahercare progiams oal
o1 anoiner p

Ot 30, 108, Archtdaty-
o ap Jahn Aeachincomeg &
et At e g alpadd

laadlnrin K Ecase of
8, Biahap Lodas Wallers. Fe-
thar Tom + mnp af Grag Piadis
Mah B made anown @ baw man
&1 W) e,

=) am very soary \nai Fainar Aoam.
#OR'S Many (Alaniy Centous 1D be
Compormited tecauin o g i
wolvemang with juvands mates, ged

Ll

caing 3 mangd ol putc fesord, Ay
VI il WA, WY L B pou D
COnLaNn hakgnrg Faihar Angmaon
In Jamuaey ol 1975 | indicaiag wal 1

1d) o Lo0gET SIN M K SECAp
BASIOrAL fgd PRy in Wing:

Diocain oaceute of tht 1ame
ype ol prabiem. .

Jetl Andeison, the Mdu anor-
Nay. ques1onsd VWaner ar-
300 200wl Ine Ilnlrln mu l-m

(many partes in tha

et Toms and 3
pash,

In N3t caas an Appis Valiey boy
3] |F||h-r Vom teached for
werelng

8 oCLut1ag,”

archdiocasa n"?!aan-
a3rignad him in Fabiyary a8
83300318 pastor of Ihe Chureh of
the Rissn Savior in Burnavina,

Nestsha llamd tha ar:Mmcon.

NO 009 in the wrchdiocese lold My

#D0ul L 194D Incidant iavolving
Falnar Tom and e boy al lmmacu-
lals Conceplion.

i wt e Eondnians sioig
wailiine ai flg-
an Savar, howivas,

Fail

Tomn was oraly

8 e yOulh EiBE: have po.
conadl wilh dnpons 3l immazelain
Conceptian Church @ Ancha Caun-
Ty 3Lby tuil 01 Anols County; con-
Bikas 0 LA% with Ganduin, and
knEp W raguia contact with sn
wrehadaca b agrlaer, Fathir b
ehasl Kol

Fatrnn Tom giayud In contael v
Kar and Cardon but, &1 ens poin
o anoined, ho avantuafly beoke the
olhar vk,

Tnl Imu with Qandron evanivally
poradkc and moslt

cont

vus:lkuul s 0, "How pra you
oing?” To which Faihar Tam
a3pond in parbon. of avar
pnool Wal U¥Ags wiid go-

At tor forbidden pooph and ptacas,
Cartnan = wha stiall wi suipic
cioaiy o Fainar Tam-—pl
rapoits i Adasmion had
baan mmm|mm foty Immac-
uiate CoACepLOn; & sacislary al
Risan Ssvaor 1aid boya llaquenily
cadad lot Faihss Tom. Alag thars
wis the Juy 1942 masung wah

3
-

e 2EN
wigpiwd (e incatart 3 wiolaikon of

Swuuul'nnwt:; a !
Bt e and i Ak
Tom and %mmg. Fathat
Tom Hemanied 43 A55061308 BRNIa0
of Auen Spvor want aarly 1985,
Wi she Riddie tgan 1o prn!

Suit wers uhd upan 1o taslify
More tNan oACe. Undit BLLY Bl 661
in opan coun),

ANSr providing swom slaismaai|
RAoach and Carison caHad & me

wilh Watiars al u locajon
‘way batwaan Si. Pad and Winon,

10 the Villa Maliy Academy 30uth of
Asd Wing, Minn,, in Augus) 1985,
(ne theas man dibcutiad who knaw
what and al what poid! Ly Rnew L,
25£014ing 10 & 181N} KpPostion by
Carhwon,

Atloeney Anderson, who was nol at
Ihe clo3nd meating, fald, “They
mel for ane purpase:; 1o GEoVES w

g the
Mloumm

, Who was 1l ihg mesting,
31 ngi(har Roach aor Watipra
vailvd upon 1he otner % change
1ory.

Laler, In Oclober 1985, Buhcp
Lo ol tha Olocasa of
ipned his pasla) 70,
cliing his age,

When 13ked 1o commeni on the

nFabaudry V95T — ahar 28
mordhy and sedeal fdea o
lman T aaile m. e bnver
Ui Tigcinn

he Caam o/ thek
Greg

uy 1986 Father Tom's hiviory wai
becoming clear 10 the Ree van
nough nona of the puusl's pas|
had bean made pubtic.

¥ e wndw, | nanaEUp Baees a1
chbihit

|
cata Il b it hm nn:nr 1
tepliper g e A1 ThAER yedd

PO ILWAL D R analan e lmll
Wnona, Wiy e was Belng mnnt
l; ACCHpl & prasd Brom S|

“AN b praEnt, 400 33 3 parsai ol 8

and JnN Andareen daioe (o ga
Pt

Trare wite TV naw jiovise, hignds

Lnnds BOGU POails why
hadt snaualy malssibd mrars. Wi
W1 il OREP D AR BN § driiiid
ko vacima o AuEe by 3 Cimioic

cesa o Winond hay resa
APPIOACHh 10 Jealing with
ukion3 (00,

"The Archdbocase of St
Mwnnaapolis is pintudy »
information I row availa
rJnny‘alﬂull agensiae
place Thom,

odh e g
CB3H WiOHE it count paps
ing ns posinon.

Bishop Cailson l:hooo t
Inl’il Whi 3

Using dinduighL, peoste y

cTwrch o '9 1 40 #nox
ha w3ld, “We did ry 10 ¢
ung. .

The quastion that wil ek

w much and v
ol /ormalion was relay
Dishop io ihap wn Wino
Winona Lo Ihe afehdioca:

Ona of Yout lawsuils beat
|glw||l Ihs chuwchas o 1
haviol ma'
nun vpton

schedulad 1o begin r'l

Tne alouw vicim al iva
vios m Buin:

N: molnu o lmonq the
Iha two dioce3ss now.

Mdaunnlmnupt el
N8 DSt in 1w sulls |
Fathat Tom. Wt yuper

did nol afegs Jbute Ovm
1anded pariod ol 1unda. Or
dia’s ralaioatiip with Fa
W1 G0 lot two years.

Mastol e o

¢ two i

h Ia:uud Mu m)y brul
1arg wilh tha prmsL The g
8 P Southwesl MU
youths wilh whom Falhss
ugaary EarHiad 00 puLend

shups, Oes Listed 10¢
nmu»nq thatyoulh's|
10 lagh) ags. Bolh are nor
nd AL 3t Led 2 0

Mary ard Jobn Dos, a3 ¥
Savior lamaly appaars on
419ue tnst 1hs “Iveneco
teqad incidant wih Fatha
the whirlpool in 1982 cau

Yors hawma.

lkglﬂ
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Ster ?ribune:'ruﬂgay;’.‘lumm 13,1588

-.YOU'LL GET IN TROUBLE, AND SO WILL I

“DON’T TELL ANYBODY.._

0S2000VL

Gumﬁmug!mp-ent&

"Tha clzim for punitive
We Doliave, I going 1o be & lof Mo
than for

Camagas,” Ancerson said. “They

nmpmuqumgu BS N
mons than thar, "
Tal- e

BSEArY — io guuge tha Camolic
Church's anilily t2 pay,

Ancirew Ssanzimmer, a0 atomey

reCBEANLNG the archdiccasa in me

U, 2aid he doubts Anderson

could take the financial-discovery
e

favac

Nis past March, the Risdiss
&nd 3l the paruss from the
othar Side — the Diocass
of Winona, te Archdio-
c=38 of 51, Paul ang uim‘;huoh;.
ine insuranca comparnies.,
Thomas Aquinas Parish and Father
Tom — reached a monstary sotte-
frant.

Officially designated as 2 sn‘:b:.un-

wian ha had his frst cantac win
Father Acamson, And I was fike an
acult aMa, and he was 2 child ™

Janat Rlecls has stoppad taking
the sacramants in the Catotic
Cmmmspchu,mmwhas.qﬂ

Whan their son was discoverad to
bs 2 saxual oflandar, Janet Riedla
fumead him in, alertec authortips
and witrnad all thass who might
£ome in contact with Grag, Janet |
will never undarstand why nar
church gid fet 6o the sama with its
san, the Rev. Thomas Paul Adam-
o,

Eimhop Carlson, who was asked to,
answor Jahsl's quaston about Wiy
& church did not inform peapies
FuUCh a8 sha did, said he did nat
Think, under the circumstances, ha
©ould anawer it 1 ner satisfaction.

He ragrats that sha taats the why
=he coox 1oward the cnurch. Whan
2skad what acvice ha had for me
Findies, na s3id ha drén't know i
ha nad the right to acviss tham, Sut
Ris 20vics in genaral would ba this:

"Thmmlou_nlwng:muua-
P8R 10 Le0pla it thair Idetime. Ang
soma of them are good, and some
of tham are bad. | think Ihet il we lat
2 negative experisnce s
in 5oma way and make us brtor,
that

sumlﬂmomnlqlﬁm!umn-
TN UHrE was & hint of dobiar
figures discussed balors to sefte-
e was mada,

Shorty after 1 suit was mace
pubiic in 1887, Grag Risdls was
charged with

etar Alhough the judge even-
Tuaky ?'L:‘;w.s.uwcau. Buring
he testmony ane of the witnesses
in Greg's crifminal trial testifiod that
3he had heard Greg say he had
Dean oiered batwaen $1 milion
2nd 51.5 million to sotle,

Wmhmmmbmﬁ
hﬂuuynuﬂn'lgiwbm.l-ﬂ-
chureh can never give back 1o me
ha total tust that | would iova to
I‘um‘Jl;‘th' 8 said. “Ng

amaount of money 1s going 1o gve

10 have
BOmMS DOwes OVaF LS, . . . It ke
Bway our fresdom.™

for leaving the arcndic-
cong in 1585, Fa-
ther Tom went back i the
i a of Winona and
Ten on 1o & ragrment Program in
St Louis,

For the past thres years femnds ana
tamily 52y he Nas bean ubie 1o say
mass privataly. His superiors in the
Winona Diocese have asked him 1o
retrain from publicly BERICERING his
Briasily funchion, Father Tom saig
=3id in his mest fecant deposition,

He still recaives some financial SUp-
04T from the Diocese of Winana,
but his future is unclear even 1o

m.

Father Tom has audited and taken
CoUrsas 2t tha University of Wis-

Staft Protos By Joay Mcleisiar

i
has racently moved to Florida,

consin-Eau Claire, Ag of this past tumn my 2ack on him: nelther would
he re51,” the sibling sa:d, “"You
forgive your brothars 70 times sev-
b

S the Aug. 10 deposi-

area
trol. basng & forceful, cominant par
SNt Type of guy et would like
people arpund that § could te the
Guy.

on, Minn,, ang stll othe

Father Tom sees tharapisss when

workad at tha idea of

used, prmsed g Tem Acams
Whe was 2fwiys thera 1o fisten, (o
Shwisten. 10 My and Sury the
memoars of s fzmily tiock,

“He's my Bromher, | would never

you
extand ihat over witeks and months
lopnd in mY AXpENenNcs thal some-
hing was gRing to explode. .,

On & summer afternosn, whan 3

= ¥Ou Can masturbete by yeursan
2-ynar.

Fathar Thomas Adamson

repoer and § photographer
knockes on Father Tam's door 10

ask abont nis side of this Sory, he

geclined o discuss any of the may- -
1ars or personaiities invatved. k

He aven declined to open the doot:
Elg

So Father Tom spoke through it the

way priests spaak through wails in. -

contessionals: -

“My mather sees it inthe papers: -
Her frinngs call her. You cant know
wihat she has been . You o
Can't know,” Father Tom said. .

Girag Risdie i5no longer invalvad in
2N Npatiant traatmant program, but,
NE 15 & mambar of g sexudl-addiets.-
SUBDOTE group.

“1 heve Sne-yaar medaliion,” .
i Bm':f whio Fas sinced moved

1o Floriga. “') haven's showss e

seif) 10 anybody for a year ™ i

When askad if he, aiso & sax anue-
OF. WOrs By Dartas than Fainer
Tom, Greg bristied at the guestion.

“Anybady whe tries 1o Cofpare me
o Adsmeon, I'd argue that And '
An 2rgument I'd win, Because | am

after,” Ne said.

Sut he sdmits it is & bante: ~f win
EWAYS have this s1uM in 1ha back ol
my Raad. Il coasn't §o away, I -
Always Comes Dick Somencw,
Soma day. Anytrma i wanis.”

|
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Lawsuits name Winona diocese

Two new suits
charge former
priest with
sexual abuse

By Tom Wilkowske .
Wiona Daly News

Two new lawsuits filed on
Thursday charge that the Rev.
Thomas Adamson, a former
Winona priest, sexually abused
two boys while he served at Cath-
olic parishes in Columbia Heights
and Rochester. .

The suits name the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Winona, the
Archdiocese of St. Paul and -Min-
neapolis, and the churches in-
volved, but not Adamson.

One suit also alleges that
Adamson sexually abused at least
11 minor boys while he was em-

ployed by the Winona Diocese as
a teacher and principal at paro-
chial schools and as a parish
priest across southern Minnesota
from 1964 to 1975.

He also sexually abused at least
11 additional minor boys while he
was employed by the Archdiocese
of St. Paul and Minneapolis as a
parish priest between 1975 and
1985, the suit alleges.

St. Paul, Minn., attorney Jef-
frey Anderson, who brought the
suits, said he has represented

four other plaintiffs who charged

sexual abuse by Adamson and
won settlements from the church.

Winona Diocese Bishop John
Viazny was out of town and una-
vailable for comment, according
to diocese officials.

The Rev. Gerald Mahon, vicar
general of the Winona Diocese,
said neither he nor other church
officials would comment, on the
advice of the diccesan attorney,
George Restovich of Rochester,

The plaintiffs’ attorney, Jeffrey

Anderson of St. Paul, said one
suit was filed in Anoka County
District Court on behalf of a2 John
T. Doe and his parents,
. The family members were par-
ishioners at the Church of the Im-
maculate Concéption in Columbia
Heights when the Rev. Thomas
Adamson served there as admin-
istrator with full pastoral duties,

In 1979-80, the plaintiff, who
was 13-14 years old at the time,
served as an altar boy at Immac-
ulate Conception at the insistence
of his parents. Adamson became
‘“an honored guest” at the fami-
Iy's home on several occasions
and took some vacations with the
family at their summer home, ac-
cording to the suit, served on de-
fendants on April 3.

_ Starting in 1978 and continuing
info 1984, Adamson ‘‘regularly
and repeatedly sexually exploited
and sexually abused the then-

minor plaintiff,” on overnight
trips to Rochester, Minn., and on
recreational outings, the suit said.

Both suits state that Adamson
was under- “the direct supervi-
sion, employ and control’”’ of both
the Winona Diocese and the arch-
diocese while the alleged abuse
occurred. Adamson was trans-
ferred to the archdiocese in 1574.

In the other suit, served on de-
fendants on Jan. 20, a plaintiff

" identified only as H.C. claims that

Adamson ‘‘regularly and repeat-
edly engaged in unpermitted,
harmful and offensive sexual con-
tact” while.-H.C. was a minor and
student at St. Francis Parochial

School in Rochester. The alleged-

abuse :occured between 1973 to
1981, according to the suit, filed in
Ramsey County District Court.

Both suits seek more than
$50,000 from each of the named

_ defendants.

TA000251



EAU CLAIRE, Wis. (AP) — A
Minnesota man with plot-
ting to kill 2 priest he says sexual-
ly assaulted him when be was an
altar boy will be defended by a
:ta}t&»paid ;\re.u !.he’aghdghe
isn' ly eligible, 2 judge
decided.

Gregory J. Riedle, 26, of 5t. Paul

wasschedﬂsdtuap&r;indaylu'
uit Court.

Eau Claire County

He was being held Wednesday in
lieu of 3{50,0430 cash Fmﬂ on ‘a
charge of attempted first-degree
intmgﬁuu] homicide.

Riedle is accused of plotting to
kill the Rev. Thomas Adamson
who now resides in nearby Altoo.
na. Adamson was born in Byron
and was tor of St Francis
Catholic Church in Rochester for
several years. He also was an as-
sistant principal and Lowrdes High
School in the mid-1960s.

“Because of the seriousness of
the charge, he should have some
representation ... and he should
have it now,” Judge William O'Bri-

“Because of the seriousness of the charge,
he should have some representation . .. and

- he should have it now.”

Judge William O’Brién

en said in appointing a public de_-'

fender for Riedle Tuesday.

He said he made the appoint-
ment in'light of the seriousness of
the case, Riedle's lack of liquid
assets and the possibility of pri-
vate allorney fees costing saveral
thousand dollars,

But he said Risdle eventually
may have to repay up to $2,000 in
attorney fees, )

During a brief bearing, public
defender Lawrence Durning fold
('Brien that Riedle’s only income
is a §1,000 per month payment he
is receiving from the ement of
a civil lawsuit against the Archdio-
cece of Minneapolis and St. Paul.

Riedle sued the archdiocese in
1988 for being sexuvally assaulted
by the priest between 1977 and
1 while an altar boy at SL

Aquinas Catholic Church
in St. Paul Park, Minn. *

The priest has'admitted to the
relationship with Riedle, who was
between 13 and 15 years old at the
time.

Parents had complained to dioc-
esan officials of alleged sexual as-
saults, but no charges were
brought. Laws at the time did not
require that police be notified of
the allegations, Ivan Kubista, com-
munications officer for the diocese
of Winona, said.

urer—plotsus_pect

A charging decument prepared
by the tﬁ’s‘tgcl: attorney’s oifice
says Riedle was arrested May 21
in an Eau Claire tavern before he
could carry out the attack he was
accused of planning against the
priest. . b

Police learned of a ible at-
tack when Riedle's girliriend told
them she believed Riedle was.on
his way to the Eau Claire area to

Even
charged 35 if it did.

District Attorney Raymond Pel-
ring referred to a statute that re-

conizes an attempt when a defen-

dant . takes unequivocal steps to-
ward carrying out a erime and
would bave committed it had it

not been for the intervention of

another or some other extraneous
factor.

The priest's assaolt of Riedle
——-—_—‘——
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I

was ‘unknown to authorities imtil

' 1984, when Riedle made the reve-

lation while serving a 2l-month
prison sentence for lmrgiaxg and
molestation at St. loud
Reformatory.

By then, the stalute of limita-
tions had expired and the priest
could not be prosecuted

. eriminally,

Since 1981, six civil suifs have

.7 ‘aileged sexual abuse of boys by the
though no crime occurred,’
Wisconsin Jaw allows Riedle to be

priest, who also served congrega-

tions and institutions in the Minne-

spta cities of Columbia Heights,
Apple Valley, Caledonia and St
Paul Park.

Four of the suits have .bczn set-
tled out of court

Kubisla deseribed the priest as
“retired.”

“Once ordained 2 priest, you're
always a priest” Kubista said.
“However, he may not be active or
performing any priestly function”

lementary school

Ben Franklin School was van-
dalized earlier this week by a
group of five second- and fourth-
graders who entered the school
through a door that was not
ch_admed properly, school officials
said.

ped chairs and artwork
being taken off walls,

The students were ahble o Eet
into the school through 2 door in
the school’s construction area that
was nol chained tightly, DeWiiz
said. Apparently, the students en-
tered the school Saturday and
3gain Monday, he said.

The students involved In the
vandalism have been suspended
for 1% days, he said. A police offi-
cer also talked with the siudents:

“We want them to know this is
not permissible,” DeWitz said
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- Post-Bulletin

By PAULINE WALLE
Lifestyle Special Writer

WINONA — The attorney
for the Winona Diocese said
Wednesday that a new policy
dictating that employees in
the diocese be questioned
about sexual abuse is not
flawless but is a start toward
protecting children.

George Restovich of Roch-
ester was leading a workshop
for Catholics on sexual con-
duct and ministry. He was
legal counsel when the dio-
cese was sued for not report-
ing sexual abuse by the Rev.
Thomas Adamson, who
served in Rochester and sey-
eral other churches in the
diocese.

Restovich called the new,
seven-page policy a “liability
prophylaxis.” It is for all em-
ployees or applicants who
would come in contact with
children. It' will require them

——

I

e N S e

Diocese drafts sex-abuse

“We know some people who sign
these papers and have a problem will

lie to us. But it’s a start.”

George Restovich

to sign documents saying
they had never been accused,
arrested or convicted of sex-
ual misconduct.

“We know some people
who sign these papers and
have a problem will lie to
us,” he said. “But it’s a start.”

The policy will make the
rounds of clergy and lay em-
ployees for -their redetion,
Most Rev. John Vlazny, bish-
op of the 20-county diocese,
or his designee will be re-
ponsible for implementing
t.

1

Restovich said the docu-
ment calls for suspending

someone accused of sexual
misconduct until investiga-
tion, and firing or removal of
the employee if abuse is
proven. ' '

Priests are considered
priests for life but if it is
recommended by experts, the
bishop may take steps to re-
move him from office, Resto-
vich said;

Part of the problem for the
Winona Diocese, Restovich
said, was that specialists
didn’t recommend Adamson
be removed from the pres-
ence of children. After treat-
ment, “We were assured that

Father Adamson didn't have
any problems anymore and
look what happened to us.”

A reporting law already on
the books requires church
leaders to notify law enforce-
ment or social services when
they become aware of abu-
sive behavior.

“It is important for us to
understand our roles, and to
try to make sure we don't do,
or de something to permit,
this kind of problem to con-
tinue,” Restovich said. “We
as a church and church lead-
ers will be judged more
harshly. There is no reom for
error here”

Adamson has been relieved
of his duties and is living in
Wisconsin. Although the dio-
cese technically has no liabil-
ity for him, Restovich said if
he gets in trouble again, “The
Diocese would still be sued
because of the deep pockets

3A
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policy

theory.”

The children most likely to
suffer from sexual abuse the
most are those who have had
problems all along, he said,
"You won't see class presi-
dents and ‘A’ students exhib-
iting signs of abuse.”

A woman in the audience
challenged him on the state-
ment, saying that overachiey-
ers might not report abuse
because of fear they won't be
believed. It affects each child
differently, she said.

He said each issue would
be handled on a case-by-case
basis. :

Restovich said his concern
for the future was the area of
volunteers. He encouraged
their talents and invalvement
in chureh activities but pre-
dicts there will be a big case
somewhere in the country in-
volving sexual abuse by a
volunteer in the rhureh
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ANDERSON/Attorney
pioneered sex-abuse suits
against members of clergy

¥ COMYID FROM 1A

ﬁiuln\as Church in 8t Paul Park, where
A inbé aitor. il

allegations against Catholle priests,
Anderson salil he cmnlzlll handglin
cases-ln seven wlates and has abowt

was
has sines admitted abusing fiedle.
Krauel said he was reared as a Catholle
and didn't want to go afler lha Calholic
Church. He sald I relerred the cose Lo

lasrsulls pending. About 50 Involve elergy.
“I rep ¢ The d h

, the un:
for the.disempowered, tiose
who have been stomped by the powerlul"

Anderson sald. "I don'l have any wealthy

clients,”

Anderson's abuse cases are Lakon on a
conlingency basis, which means he and
hiis law firm get nothing unless he wink.

Dul he hias won In a hlri| way. Andersan
eatimated that churches have pald more
hien $10 million over the Tee yoare
to seltle his ellents’ sexual abuse cases.
Ha eaid his firm's shareis always at least
one-third of the settiement and some-
tines more.

Ramsey County Disirict Judge Kath-
leen Gearln, who altended law school with
Andetson, said nany people think he has
“dizcovered 3 gold mine. Bul that's not

how it stacted, He ook risks,”

. Mow, sexual abuse by clergy s a popo-
Yar Tield with lawyers, Gearin sald, but "a
Jot oltrm;»ll were alvald of it when Jeff

- atarbed.” Shie sald the Mrat cases Anderson

+ took worn among the first in the country,

“and "he could easily have done all that
work and been unsuccessful, He put ln 3
Iot of Lime and maney with 1o goarantee

bocause “Jell probabiy was the
best trial fawyer [ knew and also a
{riend.”

Anderson tatked Lo the Riedles, investi-
gated further and then sued Adamson and
the archdipcese. He spanl 2 significant
part of the next 24 years taking dozens
of swern aiatemants,

He aald he wan shocked al what he
[oumd. Adamson and others whao were In-
tarviewed refecred to several other vie-
Litns.

Put Anderson safd what made the case
=0 flagrant was the focl that church olfi-
claln kmaw of Adamson's problem for a
Jong lime and didn’L react properly. In
several Jawsuily, Anderson alleged thal
authorities |n both the archdiccese and
the Diocess of Winonn bnew of the priesl's
abusa and yel continued to assign him to
parishes where bo had contact with more
young bays. According to the lawsults,
Adamson’s soxual abuse of boys spanned
nh:;’l 20 years, beginnlag In the early
1960,

In Vebruary 1987, Anderson made lhe
Ricdte lnwsuil putlic by filing It in courd,
Mare I}!uged yielims cama forward,

e Is a 8 Y
talkolive man who gels heated and In-
*tensn when he Lalks aboul what he re-
. snrdms mistakes by church avthorities in
+ dealing with sexunal abusers.
¢ e s shart and has a beoad-shouldared
+ build that Indicates his high level of ;;:yﬂ-
¥ Lcal aetlvity, "1 kid mysell about being
< short,” he said, “I'm 5 feet § on my loes,
My height is a factor in my drive, ... [
¢ think [ jump higher and Ly harder, When
1+ I play barketball, ' ferocions.”
{7 Anderson describes himsell as an ag-
|'_nn:lln:. someone who doesa’t know
+ whither fhere's a God or not. When he
. grew :r In Edina, he suid, his parents
. made him go to chireh, first to American
* Lulheran ch and later 1o Congrega-
v lonalist servicez “l always vesented
7 thal,” he sald.
¢ Anderson sald he has po hesitalion or
A Eclnlt whout accuring clerpy.  Aftormey
ark Wendorf, who has worked with An-
i ilrm on the abuse eases, said Anderson

L e

Anderson sald, ho found 28
victims, Anderson hag represented nine of
them In lawsuils, Five of the lawsalis, in-
cluding the one brought by Riedle, have
been settled without Leizl for undisclosed

amounls.
As the Adamson matter was publicized

“Abuse by authorily thatis
venerated and revered
like a priest is even
more harmful and
damaging than being
held at gunpoint and
forced.”

JEFF ANDERSON

in the media, Anderson starled gelling
calls about cases Involving other cler,
and authorily (fgures, He sald the caily

“JoIf Andersan, the long-halied,

t.
sits hehind a desk In a fancy lew nfﬂ;.e. has sharter halr and wears expens|

now 17, They were divorced 10 years ago

aller 13 years of marriage,
Andersan macrled his secend wife, Ju-
s ago. Sk ia pregnant with

lalmed ""hipple’’ and Wall,. e
ve sulls.

was a sireet person. The case was dis-
misged.

Andersan subsequently was hired as an
by Lagal Assl of Ram-

1le, thrée years ago. P
Aheir First child, duo in Septormber.

Andersan, his wifo and his daughter live
in an old Viclorian hame In §tiliwater he
tought 12 years ago. Bullt In 1881, iL once
balonged 10 a lumber baron and has been
completely redene jnaide and oul. Amder-
son han filled il with antiques, which he
hunts for while travellng and buys at es-
tate sales and auctions.

Following his firsh murtiage, Anderson
worked In @ warehouse by day, sold shees
In Ihe evening and was an apariment
catetaker. Later, he roofed houses and
cooked at a restaurant.

He went o night school and eveatually
hecame a loll-time University of Minne-
sota student in 1960. Ho received his de-

In journalism with honors Lwo years
aler. ln was a shee bayer for the Powers
stores for a yeor belore enlering law
school, and warked a varlety of jots dur-
Ing his early law school years.

Anderson views his presenl work as an
ontension of the urc of law he has prac.
tced during his ealire Eg_‘:l oaredr — rep

sey Couely. He worked there during his
fast bwo yearg of law school. As-a student
atlormney corlllled Lo do courlroom

he represented poar peaple charged wilh
misdemeanos.

Fellowing hix law school graduation In
1475, Andersan rented an oftice with five
olhar lawyeors, including Reinhardt, He
and Reinhardt eventually got thelr awn
olftee and hired other lowyers,

Anderson was a parl-time Ramse
Courdy public defender from 1678 1o 1983,
represenling, poor people charped wilh
erimed. Hle also did eriminal defense for
private clients.

"The was 3 very assarilva young law
and did 2 very Job for va," said Wil
Ham Falvey, ehlel Ramsey County poblic
d:e:iender,“ lie II'MH]!1 re,:aml well Fo he
underprivileged poople he was represent-
Ing. Hls cllenls Ilﬁd%lm'

nlually, Anderson zald, he started
dolig mare civil wark, representing peo-
Injured |n auto accldents or on the fob.
en eame the fateful eall from Krauel

LRI ABLLERSTATF PHOTOGIANE
o1 his eollage and law school yaars now

“I think the wori that | do ... makes
hem better,” Anderson said of the
churches. "Tt's eleuning thelr houses.”

The fev. John Malane, & SL Paol Cath.
olle priest wha alao Is 2 wr, sald he
agrees with Anderson al feaal n part. He
said the laweuila have made tha choreh
look vary seriomly sl the problem.
Malone, who Leaches at the College of SL
Thomiy, cnce warked wilh Anderson a8 a'
public defeader.

Bul Malone said he disagrees with An-
derson's view that (he church was groasly
egligent, He sald chorch elficials knev
Tittie about the problem of sexual atuse
several years ago.

Elsentimmer, the archdlocesan allor-
ney, said, “The chureh, like evaryone else,
Is going through a process ol underatand-
Ing these lssues and learning how to dea
with them, To some exteénl, litigation enn
make it more difficuld to deal with them.
1t's hord Lo respond to Ui viclim if you
ean'l d except with  lawyer Tooks
ing over his shoulder.”

The Rev, Michael 0'Connall, archilioce-

wom wirur wensral hae werked with vies
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i Aplrow Esensgimmer, altomey for the
! ﬁrémnem of 5L Pnul and Minneapolls,

© lor bis clients’ lnurmu" and an oppeneni
© he has found he can trust. [ knaw 1 can
!.nkn Him at his word," Ejsenimmer sald.
¢ added that Anderson iz fortunale in
F thu his advoeacy corresponds with his
A pemul views."
Tha fagt that another altarmey had a
'- mnmet with his religlous background got
 Anderson lurlul Inthe fleld of seusl
v ahuse by
f mmaa !I:rnel who now practices ln
« White Bear Lake, was warking for Ander-
son whim he was approached in the fall of
+ 140 by the parents of Gregory Risdle.
: * The Riedles lived noross the street from
: ll-'rm‘n In Mm City, Ivl.iinnn. &
v ¢ was In prisen at the
m. .ﬁu&rm saldl he bad been convict
ed of bur, and of 2 sex charge invaly-
m. 1 young girl, .

Riedla had just told his porents that be
was sexnally ablised years before by the
Tev, Thomas Adamaon, 3 Catholle
The abuse n in 1077 when R
13 and lusted for two years. At the | lime.
Riedle was an altar al 5L Thormas

other L:wym. Evznluailr. ‘there was
enough work in this area for him to deop
olher mutters,

"Jell s :eenprhed ax & Jeading attor-
nay in the country" in the abuse area, one
of & hundful of expeets |n the feld, sald
Mark Heinhardt, his law partner. “Jaff
look what was essentiail Wit
afea In 1684, He hascrealed a lot of the

who havi been wronjed.

Ironieally, his first case involved a ell-
ent char, “with commiiling a ¢rimeina
ehureh.

Anderson was in s third year of nlght
sehool at the Willlam College of
Law In 5t. Poul His record had not
good. e was disciplined lor nol altending
claies amd I‘:ler flunked aul He was

law 1r| the area. I think thal's a " ¥
edness in refusing Lo glve up."
Whennﬁdemu Wi gm:q 5 e wna
-nol showing the sort of promise hat fndl-
nudumuhibuhl successiul law-
m He had a poor mie recoed at
na High Schnﬂl "I dlln'l like I.hac!n.ﬁ
rm’n Y M #aid. “1 never tended to busi-

dnﬁmon was born In Minneapotis. His
. fathar was a I'umltuu ¢ buyer for Dlmn 1

g i atl

Andersan's dialllusionment and lack of
interest wore cured whea he eotered a
clazy on criminal law taught by Resalle
Wahl, now 2 Minnesola Supreme Court as
sociste justice, The class was 3 crimioal
law clinie 1o which the students represent-
ed poor people charged with minor

. erimes.
" Anderson's firat client was a strest per-

Lexposure fo the

201 charged with
olach

and later
alores. His pmm are relired and live !n
Floclda. He has two sislers.

“All af a sudden T had @ real persan
with a real nmblm and [ was able to do
aboul 11" Anderson sald, "It

After high sehool grad And
attended Simpuon Callege, Indlanola,
lowa, for a year belore gelll n; married at
19. He and his wife, Patrics, had & son,
Malthew, now 23, ond & daughter, Amy,

turned me on Lo law,”
" The man dclually had been urloating in

i resteoom, Anderson sald. He argued
thal his elient was charged because he

Anderson sald bly present cllnts' fnju
cles are fusl as mlnﬂmdmm
deat and Job victims, Re said the paycho-
logical eflects of abusa can lead to silcide
allempls, nbem.lfa dopendency, enting

and other llls, Some of the abused, Hie
Riedle, becoine abusers themaelves,

“Abuse b unl.hnﬁl.y ihat is venerated
and mwﬂﬁl ap ut ILT;;“ more
harml gln an beld at
guapalnt and f Lnl

Anderson's critics suggest I.ha'l h!l mz
ressnlation of soxual abuse vietims
|| Iy In his owa ecenomic sell-interest,

bt he disagrees (ntensely

'I like getting pald, but money has pav-
ar molivated me," he sald. "I feel that
this unmmplbhiug something, that it ls

maklsg something better for somebody.”

* Anderson said the laweults not only
he!p ihe pf:fll he represents bul also are

in pmveﬂﬂu future abuse. -

Mtu- Andersen sued the Archdiocese of
St Paal and Minneapolls, for exsmple, its
leaders announced a more stringeal ap-

proach to dealing wilh allegations of sex.

ual misconduet by priests and choreh pro-
fessionaln,

tims of abuse and thelr abusers, as wall ag
o the sexunl ahsse [nwsults,

1 Ihink (hiere's been & m¥ heighlened
bail

consciousness |n dockety aboul the area of
abude” begause of N publle tams
Iike these in Scobt several

y
ago, 0Connell said. He sald lawsuits :nd
Imhll: awarensss kave infloenced palleles
churchies, schools and ebsewhere,

h:l..!ll;nthn mhlﬂ)‘ ml:ibl:uteg'
el in deal abusa, be 2uid, bot
"I.I'i“gn:: tha wlh'l#'m

Asked about his fulure, Anderson sitiel
tw doesn't make fong-term plans, but he's
il nlpodlng any major changa In diree.

He uld I expects Lo contlnve -

bracing the eausea of Irall ursan bheln
and challenging ulnhlllm anthorll
1io sald ho doesn't necessarlly lack re-
spect for aulhntllL bt feels requice-
. mants huve (o make Sensé and respect
mllue_amd. :
"F'm always a monalith,”
Andersan nld. of that
ohitinuing Is prety mal.
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Two Catholic dioceses
admit responsibility for
sexual abuse by priest

By Donna Halvorsen °
Staff Writer

Two Catholic dioceses admitted Fri-
day that they are partly responsible
for severe psychological damage suf-
fered by a 24-year-old Minneapolis-
area man who was sexually abused
by a priest as a leenager,

St. Paul attorney John Hoffman, rep-
resenting the Archdiocese of St. Paul
and Minneapolis, told an Anoka
County District. Court jury that the
church’s monitoring of the Rev,
Thomas Adamson and resirictions
placed on his activities after allega-
tions of sexual abuse surfaced were
not effective.

Hoffman said that church officials
had information about alleged con-
tact between Adamson and teenage
boys after those restrictions were im-
posed but did not check it out. “We

il i

i £ =
&

could have, we should have, but we
didn’t,” Hoffman said.

He said one of the church's biggest
mistakes was in believing Adamson
when he denied the allegations. Hoff-
man and George Restovich of Roch-
ester, representing the Diocese of Wi-
nona, admitted that both church
bodies are guilty of negligence and
said they will pay damages. But they
denied that the dioceses were guilty
of willfully employing an unfit priest.

The case in which the young man is
seeking damages from the Twin Cit-
ies archdiocese and the Winona dip:
cese is only the third case of sexual
abuse by a priest to come to trial in
the country, according to the viclim’s
attorney, Jeffrey Anderson of St,
Paul. It is also the first case anywhere
in which a judge has allowed a sexual

Adamson gontinued on page gA
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Continued Irom page 1A

abuse victim to seek punitive dam-
ages from the Catholic Church, An-
derson said.

The case was onc of six yexual abuse
cases filed against Adamson, 57, who
served parishes in southern Minneso-
ta and the Twin Cities from {961 to
1984, Four have been settled and one
is pending in Ramsey County Dis-
trict Court,

Judge Phyllis Jones told jurors yes-
lerday that this case involves four
lawsuits: two by the young man
against the dioceses, one by his par-
ents against the Twin Cities archdio-
cese and one by the Winona diocese
against Adamson,

Adamson now lives in Wisconsin
and no longer functions as & priest,
His attorney, Theodore Collins of
Minneapolis, said Adamson accepls
full résponsibility for his actions and
will not deny any of the allegations
raised in the trigl. Collins told the
jury that. Adamson was sexually
abused by a hived hand on a farm
néar Rochester where he grew up.

Anderson told the jury that Adam-
son's abuse of the victim in this case
began in 1979, when the boy was 13
and he and his parents were parishio-
ners at Immaculate Concepiion
Church in Columbin Heights. The
abuse continued into his adult years,
and he suffered severe psychological
injury as a result, Anderson said.

"This is not & case against Father
Thomas Adamson," Anderson told
the jury in his opening statement.
“This is a case against those in the
church .., that had the power, (hat
had the ability to prevent this from
ever happening, For it was they who
placed Father Adamson at that loca-
tion, in that position of power and of
trust, with knowledge that he had

abused boys in the past."

Anderson said church officials had
received several reports of alleged
sexual abuse involving Adamson
starting in 1961, and he was sent to a
psychiateist in Rochester in 1967 and
to a psychiatric hospital in Connecti-
cut in 1974,

But Bishop Loras Watters of the Dio-
cese of Winona continucd to place
him in other parishos until the broth-
er of one of his victims called Wait-
ers and threatened to take over the
pulpit of St. Francis Church in Roch-
cster during mass and expose Adam-
son, Anderson said.

Anderson said Adamson was then
moved to the Twin Cities archdio-
cese and placed in parishes in St
Paul Park, Columbia Heights and
Apple Vallgy, where he continued to
sbuse boys.

Anderson said the young man, who
did not disclose thé abuse until 1989,
“can be treated and he may get bet-
ter, but he will not be cured,”

Hoffman and Restovich said the
church is nol responsible for all of
the lqung man's problems. They said
he had a personality disorder that
predated the sexual nbuse, that he
came from a troubled family with a
history of alcoholism and that he was
also sexually abused by a nun,

Testimony in_ the case will begin
Monday morning. .
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Watters testifies in
Adamson sex trial

Says he tried to
move Adamson to

new environment

By Michael Fibison
Daily News Correspondent -

ANOKA — Former head of the
Catholic Diocese of Winona,
Loras Watters, testified in Anoka
County ' Court . that he tried to
change the sexual abuse record of
Rev. Thomas Adamson by mov-
ing him to a new environment.

Adamson admitted in court
Tuesday that he had sexual rela-
tions with a 13-year-old boy in
Adrian for over a decade, and
several other incidents in at least
five communities, including
Rochester and Caledonia, span-
ning 15 years.

Following six and a hall hours
of prosecution from plaintiff at-
torney Jeffrey Anderson, Watters
said, "I was hoping the positive
elements would be productive.”

The retired bishop said Adam-
son’s treatment in institutions and

> Trial/rie

From page 1A

properly handle Adamson, specif-
icallyWatters administrative role.

Vicar General of the Diocese of
Winona, the Rev. Gerald A.
Mahon defended Watters, citing a

‘unique managerial style.

“] know his -management
style,” Makon said. “I don’t think
it (Watters’ style) is 50 much de-
ception.” He added that because
Watters uses generalities, room is
made for misinterpretation of his

actions,

Watters did not deny he had
knowledge of all of the incidénts,
although he claimed his knowl-
edge was not in depth. “I was told
there had been problems, but I .
didn't go into detail,” he said,
adding, “I've been concerned
about Father Adamson since

1973.”

As bishop, he sent Adamsoﬂ to
the Archdiocese of St Paul, after

anonymous phone calls,

identified by Adamson and Wat-
ters as an angered victim, threat-
ened to expose the sexual conduct
of .the priest unless he was

moved.

Watters again said he only had
a-vague notion of Adamson's sex-
ual exploits, because he “'didn’t
want-to violate his (Adamson's)

rnnenianns ’! hit Andawvenn ~wvac.

his out-patient relationship with ~

Rev, Kenneth Pierre gave Wat-
ters “fond hope and prayer that
v he (Adamson) would one day gain
pastoral duties (after being re-
stricted to monasterial work)."”

Yet Walters admitted to sys-
tematically preventing Adamson
from returning to the Winona Dio-
cese for fear of scandal and
rumors.

In a letter from Archbishop
John Roach, head of the Archdic-
cese of St. Paul and Minneapolis,
Roach cited Watters' wishes that
Adamson not be reinstated in the
Winona Diocese, or anywhere
close because of the -threat of
scandals. N )

Anderson undermined Watters’
testimony by contradicling a 1986
and 1987 deposition to Thursday's
testimony, and using more than
100 pieces of evidence including
blow-ups of letters sent by Wat-
ters.

Anderson focused on the inade-
quancy of the church leaders to

P Please see TRIAL/4A |
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d to change record

tioned whether Watters had in-
formed Roach of Adamsen's ac-
tions.
" Again, the church elder said,
“Possibly I did, I don’t remem-
ber."”

The move, coupled with the out-
patient guidance, allowed Adam-

,son to once again perform pasto-

ral duties, resulling in another
complaint_about him being in a
hot tub with young boys.. = -

The civil case was filed by an
alleged victim of Adamson’s sex-
ual solicitations, and the Diocese
of Winona, Archdiocese of St.
Paul and Minneapolis are being
sued; They In .turn are suing
Adamson,

Mahon said the dioceses have
already admitted negligence.

"'We have admitted negligence,
in that, in retrospeet, you can see
that mistakes have been made,
and foday we have policies and
procedures in place,” Mahon
said,

We lacked knowledge - about
sexual misconduct, he said, Wat-
ters testified that sexual miscon-
duct is a disease similar to alco-
hol, and the church is working to
change the misperceptions.

The victim who filed the com-
plaint will testify today in Anokal

Ornivmaber Masenid ‘
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ndamson admits to
sexual misconduct

By Donna Haivorsen
Staff Writer

The Rev. Thomas Adamson’s 32-
year priesthood had finally come
down to this: sitting in a courtrcom
Monday, admitting sexual acts with
teenage boys in many of the Catholic
parishes he had served in southern
Minnesota.

Ii was the first time that Adamson,
57, had spoken publicly about sexual
misconduct spanning more than two
decades that spawned numerous law-
suits and 2 plot by one of his victims
to get even.

Dressed casually, with a sweater vest
and an open-necked white shirt, the
kindly looking, bespectacled priest
testified quietly but with steely con-
trol. Gone was the smile that had
occasionally crossed his face when he
sat beside his attorney on Friday as
one of the civil cases filed against
him came to trial in Anoka County
District Court.

His attorney, Theodore Collins, told
the jury Friday that the gray-haired
priest would not deny his sexual mis-
conduct “because he cannot do that
anymore and remain alive in any real
sense”

during priesthod

Rev. Thomas Adamson

So yesterday, spending the entire day
on the witness siand, Adamson ad-
mitted that in 1961, three years into
his priesthood, he a relation-
ship with 2 13-year-old boy in Adri-
an, Minn., that would continue for a
decade and cause his ouster from the
Diocese of Winona.

He admitted that in Caledonia,

Adanison continued on page 13A
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Ad g Adamson is a defendant in only one threatened 1o 1ake 1o the pulpit of a
amson Continved from page 14 of the four lawsuits nvolved in the Rochester church and expose him,

; case. The others were fileq by the
~Minn,, in 1964, he touched an  Adamson alsg admitted that in Co. young man and his parents against  “Father Thomas Adamson continues
il eighth-grade boy, prompting the lumbia Heights, in 1980, he touched the Diocese of Winona zod the Arch. 10 be a concern,™ the minutes of the
. bishop to summon him 1o the chan- 4 boy twice, causing church officials diocese of St. Payl and Minneapolis, diocese's personnel committer read
cery in Winona for an explanation. 0 have him hospitalized for treat- i i
3 . ment and 10 order him 1o have no  after threats 1o EXD0% him  were
‘He admitted that in Rochester, further contacy with youths. made by a victim’s zmily in the over the past months are line by

finn., in 1966, he asked two boys 10

s : S . . Diocese of Winona, little becoming more known."
=7 Témove their clothing in front of him, He will take the witness stand again

.- CAUSIng a priest g refer him 10 a tat‘::g 10 answer mare questions Anderson’s burpose in asking Adam-
~ psychiatrist for counseling, po

askin Adamson’s parishioners in the St
by Jeffrey Anderson of §, son for detajlg aboulh:smtsconducl Francis parish in Rochester were toid

_ . : ) Paul, attorney for a 24-year-old map Was not only 1o establish a patlern of  he was leaving 1o study at the Unpj-
5. He admitted that in 2 different Roch-  whg s seeking compensatio,

n for psy-  abuse but also to show the chureh's versity of Minnesora, Adamson ad-
ester pansh in 1973 of 1974, he chological damage. The alleged sexy- efforts — or ilure — to deal with it.  mined Friday that the reql reason
touched 2 boy inaswimming pool or alcontactbeganmColumbia Heights . was the threats being made by the

i i i 5 ion Adamson was not asked fo explain  family of a young priest who, while
him 10 a psychiatric hespital in Cop- church officials, and continued far his conduct, only 1o gutline it. The undergoing treatmen for aicohalism,
; ears,

neclicut for three months of treat- several y explanation is likely to come op had revealed that he had been sexyal-
ment, Cross-examination and in the testi- ly abused by Adamsan for 2 decade,
Collins said his cliens will not deny mony of expert witnesses, beginning in Adrian in 1951, |

He admitted tha in 8§y, Paul Park in  contact wigh the youth but will refuse .

1 1977, he a relationship with g 0 answer questions about it, involk. Adamson was moved out of the Dig- Adamson admitted several instances

¢ 13-year-old altar boy that began by ing his constitutional right not 1o of Winona and ing the Twin of sexual abuse that occurred after he

« Ttouching and Progressed to more ex- incriminate himself, Cities archdiocese attheend of 1974 was transferred 10 the Twin Cities

—  plicit sexupal contact over two years,

after the brother of one ef his victims area.
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. “Adamson: | told doctor to

ANOKA — The Rev. Thomas
Adamson testified this morning
.-+ that he authorized a doctor to

27" discuss his case with church offi-
cials.

‘The testimony came as attor-
neys for a 24-year-old man tried
to show that church officials did
nothing to stem Adamson’s con-
tact with young boys.

The lawsuit in Anoka County
i District Court involves the claim
! that Adamson abused the man

i when he was a boy who attended
: a church in Columbia Heights.
© The defendants are the Dlocese
of Winona and Archdiocese of St.
Paul-Minneapolis. )

In his first public comments
on the case, Adamson Monday
admitted sexually abusing a
number of boys beginning with a
youth in Caledonia in 1961. He
admitted abusing boys in Roch-
ester, southeastern Minnesota
and the Twin Cities.

Attorney Jeffrey Anderson,
- representing the man, argued the

church was negligent. As he

* questioned Adamson today, there

were three, large court exhibits
in the background. Those exhibits

“show a pattern of abuse over 20
. years, listing the year, location
. ~and victims and detailing the
- names of those who apparently

7 ~ talk with church officials

Adamson says he began;’

&
!
IF.
abuse in 1961 — Page 1A [

knew about the abuse.

Rochester attorney George:
Restovich, representing the Dio
cese of Winona, said former
Bishop Loras Watters was to tes
tify today. He said most of th
witnesses for the rest of the':
week will be priests from ths ;
diocese.

Restovich expects the trial to
last through Thanksgiving.

Bluff development
discussion planned

WINONA — A public discus-
sion on development of the bluffs
along the Mississippi River will.:"
be held at 7 p.m. Nov. 14 at the: -
Tau Center, 511 Hilbert, in
Winona.

The Minnesota-Wisconsin!?
Boundary Area Commission will
host the discussion. It is one of * :
several the commission is hold-i. .- - e e e e
ing along the river to discussl';.-.-‘-. S
bluff-area development and what /-
people think about it. ¥,
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Associated Press

ANOKA, Minn, — & former
Rochester priest chronicled
for jurors his repeated sexual
abuse of yYoung boys as he
made his first public com-
ments on the flurry of acey.
sations (hat began afler six
lawsuits were filed against
him.

The Rev, Thomas Adam.-
son, 57, was the first witness

onday in a tria) that, will
focus on his sexual abuse of
young boys but seeks dam-
ages from Adamison’s em-
ployer, the Roman Catholic
Church,

A Columbia Heights man
claims he was 13 when the
priest began molesting him
in 1979 while Adamson was
paster of Immaculate Con-
ception Church in Columbia
Heights.

He and his parents allege
the abuse continued through
1984 even after Adamson had
been transferred to an Apple
Valley church, causing seri-
ous ermotional apd physical
damage to the vietim.

T

Priest sa¥§ he

op John Roach)

testimony ad been tol

Rév. Thomag
— Page 2B

Someone in the dioce
Rev. Thomas Adamson

The victim and his parents
are seeking punitive dam.
ages, alleging the Diocese of
i d the Archdiocese’
PauI-Minneapolis
willful indifference
g to remove Adam-
duty when they
t Adamson's 2¢. -
ry of abusing boys.

archdiocese for
and study after
brother threaten
ly denounce hj
pulpit of a Roc

boy in 1961 i
three years into
ed to public-
m from the
hester church.

Adamson reea
was in Roch

Adamson admitted numer-
sexual impropri-
ceeding years, but
timized the boy pe-
& 10-year span
where he was

lled when he
ester, he was
¥ Bishop Edward
out sexual jm-
hile he was as.
aledonia church,
e admitted his be.

regardless of Fitzgerald ah
Proprieties w
ed that the vietim signed to 3 C
y became a priest g

tely' was the rea-
Son was hurried ont

¥inona Diocese to the

plaintiffs’ attorn
amsen as a wity
chronicle the incide
sexual misconduct and
leged failure of chure
cials to aet when the
there was a da

how the bishop
anson swallowed
nger to church r ftears, and ‘said,
) ; itted to 2 facility
lism treatment and
ealed to his brother
thy sexual abuse,

Adamson wag sent to the

recalled the first
ed victims, a 13-
He said he be-
£an a relationship with the

inted and found it
lieve

id you cry?” Anderson
d .

“Yes, as I remember 1

"did,” Adamson said.

Anderson askeqd him if the
chureh authorities ip the
Twin Cities knew why he was
being transferred s hurried-
ly. Adamson said he had the
impression they knew,

“I believe he (Archbishnp
John Roach) knew something
or had beepn tolg by someone
in the diocese,” Adamson
said. “However, pe never
mentioned any of the incj.
dents that the (Winona) bisp-
Op had talked to me about,”

After the move, Adamson
was assigned a post at g St.
Paul Park church, where he
admitteqd abusing a 13-year.

old boy over » two-year peri-
od,

Adamson seemed to strug-
gle to talk ahout the inci-
dents, and many of his “yes”
replies were barely audible,

The trial is the only one
resulting from siy lawsuits
involvin Adamson. Four
were settled out of court and
one case is pending,

TA000262



’riest won't take responsibility for all problems of abuse victims

: Margaret Zack
Aff Writer

€ Rev. Thomas Adamson said in
urt Tuesday that he accepted re-
ansibility for sexually abusing boys
ile he was the pastor of various
tholic churches and acknowledged
it they may have been psychologi-
ly damaged as a result of his
nse,

dt he said he did not feel totally
> ponsible for all the problems the
& dng men have suffered, Adamson
Od bhe had made amends 1o some

€9¢

victims and asked for their forgive-
ness,

“l expressed my sorrow. I changed
my life,” he tesnfied in Anoka.Coun-
ty District Court, where jurors are
considering evidence in 2 suit filed

against Adamson by a 24-year-ald’

man who was abused by the priest 10
years ago.

Adamson, who grew up on a dairy
farm near Rochester, Minn., with 11
brothers and sisters, said yesterday
that he was abused by a hired hand
for two years, beginning when he was

15. ’

When his attorney, Theodore Col-
lins, asked him about his relationship
with his family, Adamson began 10
sob, then said, “The heaviest part of
my pain is how my mistakes have
weighed on them.”

Adamson is the first witness in = case
that involves four lawsuits. Two were
brought by the abuse victim, who is

ing damages from the Archdio-
cese of Si. Paul and Minneapolis and
the Diocese of Winona for continu-
ing to 2mploy Adamson after allega-

tions of abuse surfaced. His parents
also sued the archdiocese, and the
Winona diocese sued Adamson.

Attorneys for the dicceses admitted
in their opening statements Friday
that they are partly responsible for
the man’s psychological problems
but denied that they willfully em-
ployed an unfit priest.

Adamson asserted his constitutional
right not to incriminate hirnself when
he was questioned yesterday about
repeaiedly abusing the plaintiff, the
son of parishieners at Immaculats

o %

L e A G
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Conception Church in Columbia
Hesight& The alleged abuse began in
1980.

Adamson said he has not served as a
parish priest for about five years. He
now lives near Eau Claire, Wis.,
where he works as a hotel desk clerk
and does volunteer work al a nursing
home and retirement home.

His sexual activity with the boys was
not a sexual issue as much as it dealt
with power, control, intimacy and

Adamsen cont’nued on page 4B
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dominance, Adamson testified. He
said that he knew that the activity
was morally wrong but that he didn’t
consider the consequences for the
boys.

Adamson said yesxerday‘thal Edward
Fitzgerald, then bishop of Winona,
talked to him in 1964 after Adamson
touched a mate student at a Caledo-
nia high school where he taught and
was supernintendent. '

The bishop told Adamson never
again to engage in such .behavior,
Adamson said. But he said he didn’t

‘ Adamson Continued from page 1B

tell the bishop that he had a continu-

. ing relationship with a 14-year-old

boy that had begun in 1961.

“They (diocese officials) wouldn’t
have stood for it,” he testified. “It

was against the rules of the church,
my ordination.”

He also said he didn’t tell Loras
Watters, who became bishop in 1969,
about his sexual history. .

Throughout Adamson’s career as a
teacher and priest, allegations about

_abuse surfaced on several occasions.

But he testified yesterday that he
worked with thousands of youngsters
without abusing them and that he
never forcibly abused anyone.

Although he sought professional help
a number of times, including in- pa-
tient treatment in 1974, Adamscn,
57, said he didn’t deal with his prob-
lems until 1985. He said that since
then he has had no sexuval contact
with minors.

The trial is only the third case of
sexual abuse by a priest to go 1o trial
in the coyntry.
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n says he didn’tﬂ

think of impact on victims

By GRANT MOOS
For Lhe Post-Rullelin

ANOKA — Allegations of sexu-
al misconduct aside, the Rev.
Thomas Adamson was portrayed
In ‘Anoka County Distriel Court
Tuesday as a good teacher, good
student and tireless waorker who
knew how to give 2 good sermon
on Sundays.

He was so good a student, In
fact, thal he scored the highest
moral rating In a test adminis-
tered to new fims by their col-
leaguey, Bul by his own admis-
sion, Adamzon engaged in soxual
misconduct with numeroos boys
when he know it was wrong.

And while he testified that he
believed he made “amends” with
God for his actlons, he sald it
wasn't until recent years that he
coneldered the impact on his
victims.

“What it did to the Individual,
1 don't think I ever looked at ii,”
he said.

The clvll lawsuit brought by a
24-year-old man and his parents
against the Diocese of Winona
and the Archdiocese of St. Paul
and Minneapolis continued into
its fourth day thls morning and ls
expected to Jasl another two to
three weeks.

Adamson, 57, had worked at

arishes In Rochester, Kasson,
dge Center, Byron, Fountain,
Wykoff, Chatfield, Lanesboro,
Caledonia, Adrlan, Albert Lea
and Mapleton in the 19605 and
early 1970s. Some of the assign-
ments, hewever, were brief,

Now working as a motel elerk
in Eau Claire, Wis, Adamson
Emb'.icly admitted on Monday
hat he had abused several boys
over a 20-year period, He said he
is no longer u procticing priest

and has resolved his sexua) proh.
lems since attending a treatment
ceater in St. Louis in 1985.

8ix lawsulls have been brought
against the Roman Cathelle
Church as a result of Adamsen's
conduct, four of which have been
setlled aut of court, sald Jeffrey
Anderson, the altorney for the
24-year-old vicllm. The Anoka
County case, stemming [rom
abuse while Adamson was a
priest in Columbla Helghts and
Apple Valley, Is the only one to
go to trial.

The issia Is, how much should
the vietim, who says he was first
abused at age 14 by Adamson, be
compensated, snid the altorney
for the Dlocese of Winona,

"We don't deny he (Adamson)
abused the plaintill and others,”
sald diocese attorney George
Restovich of Rochester, le said
after the court sesslon Tuesday
that the young man and his fam.
iy are seeking $2 million In
damages.

“We don't think that's reason-
able," Restovich said, And al-
though both the Diocese of Wino-
na and Archdiocess of St, Paul
and Minneapolis have in turn
sued Adamson, Restovich sald
they don't expect to recover
much, if anything. .

Adamyon lestified Tuesday
that he makes little money as a
motel desk clerk, and for a while
worked as a salesnan for Ency-
clopedia Brittanlea.

Adamson spent all day Tues-
day on the wilness stand, ex-
plaining his early duties in the
prlesthood that took him across
southern and southeastern Min-
nesota.

The son of a vural Rochester
dairy farrmer, Adamson sald he

Adamson trial
taking 1 different
twist after another

By GRANT M0OS
For tbe Post-Bullotin

So why did the Rev. Thomas
Adamson sexually abuse young
boys? B

The four-woman, four-man
Jury did not seem to get a very
cloar answer to the question
when Adamson's allorney, Theo-
dore Colling, asked him to ex-
plaln It to them. Nor did Adom-
son look directly at any of the
-!?mn when answerlng the ques-

on.

"I think T came to a belter
understanding how that actually
happened — who 1 am. Hidden
things,” sald Adamson, adding
that it had more to do with pow.
er, control, dominunce and. per-
fectionism than sex,

While that response seemed to
ralse more questions than it an.
swered, it was just one of several
different twists to a courtroom
session marked by a serles of
emotiona] momenty

Whun asked to describe his re.
tationship with his family, Adam-
son broke down on the wilness
stand Tuesday and hégan sobbing
loudly, Later, following a courl-
room break, Adamson, who sald
his mother still lives in rural
Rochester as do many of his 11

brothers and sisters, explalned
that his family Is very close.
When attorney Jellrey Ander-

.son repeatedly questioned Adam-

san aboul the specific dates on
which o boy was abused, Adam-
son appeared visibl sn&zred and
IoudI{ volced hig GJH: on Lo he
question to the judge — a Job
nermally perforn by atlor-
neys. Judge Phyllis Jones al-
lowed the question.

And allhough Adamson was
vls{hi; angered by Anderson's
ling of questioning al one time, In
another Instance Adamson po
litely reminded hls Inquisitor
that he had inadveriently left an
exhibll on the witness stand,

The trial Is somewhal unusual
an two other counts.

Firgl, both the Diocese of Wi-
nona and the Archdiocese of St
Paul and Minneapolis admitled
al the outsel thal they were neg-
Ngent. So, gene, for the most
part, Is the up-ront adversarlal
relationship of most trials.

Second, Adamson has repeat.
edly invoked his Fifth Amend-
ment rights — remaining silent
80 a3 nol to Ineriminate himself
— even though hls attorneys
freely admil -Adamson abused
the boy who is now 24.

learned to work hard on the
farm and brought that work eth-
ic to the priesthood.

"By the age of 9 [ could handle
the dairy load by mysell,” he
said, Afler working as a teacher
at Cotter High Sehool in Winona,
Adamson sald he was transferred
by the diocese in 1961 lo Adrian,
where he began to abuse a boy
who later became a priest,

That relationshlp, which con-
tinued for several years, was ul-
timately the one that led to his
transfer In 1874 to the Acchdio-
cese of St. Paul and MInneapolis.
After the brother of the Adrian
boy learned of the abuse, he
threataned to lake the pulplt at
St. Francis Church In Rochester,
where Adamson was then pastor,
to denounce Adamson.

Adamson also admitted sexu-
ally touching a boy while at &t
Francls in 1973 or 1974 in either
d pool or a sauns; asking twe
boys in 1966, when he was an
administrator at Lourdes High
School, to take off thelr clothes;
and sexually touching a boy in
1964 when he was working at a
parish in Caledonia.

Anderson maintains that the
church’s failure to prevent
Adamson from coming into con-
tact with young boys mmounted
to & “willful Indifference” to the
safety of children.

Restovich, however, said the
Diocese of Winona tuok repeated
staps Lo curb Adamson's conduct,
Including sending him le psi:chi-
atrie 1 erapi. but nothing
seemed to work, Even his diag-
nosis remained elugive.

“The problem is that no one
fully recognized his probiem,
even the professionals,” sald
Restovich, after the Tuesday
court sesslon,

Added ‘Adamson durlng his
cross-examination, “Some of the
difficulties In my life weren't
sexual. It was the whole me."

TA000265



From staff reports, wire services

ANOKA, Mimn. — A retired

bishop of the Winona Diocese tes-

~i't tified tn a civil trial that when he

'« became a bishop there in 1969, he

; was unaware one of his -priests

had a history of sexually abusing
boys. '

Hishop Loras Watters said
Wednesday he received no Infor-
mation aboul the Rev. Thomas
Adamson’s problem from Lthe
previous bishop or other diocese
ofticlals,

Watters took Lhe stand in the
Anoka County trial in which
Adamson has admitted sexual
misconduct in the diocese begin-
ning in 1861 and in the Archdlo-
cese of St. Paul-Minneapolis ai-
ter he was transferred there in
1975.

A 24-year-old- Columbla
Heights man who contends
Adamson he%an abusing him in
{1979 is suing the two dioceses. He

says the dioceses were negligent
: and willfuily indifferent in allow-
" ing Adamson to work as a priest,
when church authorities knew
. about hls abuse history.

The man and his parents claim
the abuse continued through 1984

* ferred to an Apple Valley church
' and caused serious emotional
-and physlcal damage to the vic-
©tim, gl =
. But Watters’ testimony
. Wednesday differed sharply from
the version Adamson earlier told
the jury and Judge Phyllis Jones.
Adamsen had said he admitted
to the late Bishop Edward Fitz-
gerald sexual improprieties be-
tween 1864 and 1867 while serv-
Ing parishes or schools in Caledo-
nia and Rochester.
-, Watters denied knowledge of
those admissions and of Adam-
son's claim that prevlous dioce-
san authorities had ordered the
priest to undergo psychiatric
counseling. o
* Watters said he first learned
of a potentlal problem through
an anonymous phone call In De-
cember 1973, On the basis of that
| call, Watters said Wednesday, he
suggested to Adamson that he
consull with a psychiatrist. Watt-
ers said he was unaware that
Adamson in previous years had
3 seen a psychiatrist,

' Bishop says he
. didn’t know about
. sex abuse history

+ after Adamson had been trans-:

e 1 e e 'g

This morning Watters said
Adamson was evauluated by
Rochester psychlatrist Dr, Fran-
cis Tyce, who recommended that
Adamson enter a treatment cen-
ter in Hartford, Conn.

He was treated there for two
months, returning to St. Francls
Church in Rochester In August
11974, Watters said Adamson was
to have followup outpatient con-
sultations. But he leared in Octo-
ber or November of that year

-that Adamson was not regularly

keeping those appointments.

Watters said he told Adamson
to resume the outpatient appoint-
ments or face possible removal
from the parish.

In December 1974, ‘Watters
said, he recieved an anonymous
rhune call from a man complain-
ng about Improper contact by
Adamson. He said he mel with
Adamson and determined the
call came from a stalf member
at St. Francis whose brother had
been abused by Adamson at
Adrian, Minn. .

The person called back a few
days later and threatened to take
over the pulpit al St. Franeis to
denounce Adamson, .

Watters said he told the caller
that he would not remove Adam-
son on the basis of anonymous
phone calls. But he told jurors
today that he already had decld-
ed to remove Adamson {rom St
Francis, .

Watters said he met with the
victim, then a priest who was
being treated in Rochester for
alcoholism, but the victim did
not talk about abuse by Adam-

son,

Watters sald he removed
Adamson within a week of the
second call ip order to get
Adamson’ involved- in outpatient
consultation. The threat of publle
exposure by the caller was one
factor in his declsion, Watters
said,

Adamson's recollection of how
he came to enter treatment dif-
fered sharply from Watlers’, He
testified that while he was pastor
in Rochester, he had sexually
touched a youth in a swimming

ool In April 1874. Adamson sald
ﬂe admitled the incldent to Watt-
ers, which resulted in his enter-
ing trealment. Watters had no
recollection of that Wednesday.

ey
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Bishop testifies that Adamson denied
sex abuse until year after allegation

i 1 By Margaret Zack
Staff Wniter

Retired Bishop Loras Waiters, for-

mer head of the Catholic Diocese of

Winona, testified Wednesday that he
first learned of concerns about the
Rev. Thomas Adamson's sexual con-
tacts with boys when he received an
:ilgggymous phone call in December

Watters said the caller was brief and
would not give names or dates. He
said he went to see Adamson at his
parish in Rochester several days later
and asked him about the allegations.

Adamson denied the caller's accusa-
tions, But Watters said he asked
Adamson 1o see Dr. Francis Tyce, a
psychiatrist at the Rochester State
Hospital, for an evaluation. -

As a result of that testing, Tyce
recommended that Adamson go to a
treatment center in Hartford, Conn,
Adamson spent about 2'» months
there in the summer of 1974.

Watters testified yesterday in Anoka
County District.Court in a lawsuit
filed against Adamson, the Winona
diocese and the Archdiocese of St.

Paul and Minneapolis by one of
Adamson’s abuse victims. The vic-
tim, now 24, said he was abused by
Adamson at & Columbia Heights
church 10 years ago and claims that
church officials should have known
the priest had a history of molesting
young boys.

About a year after the anonymous
call, another caller told Watters that
Adamson had molested an adoles-
cent boy. The bishop said he con-
fronted Adamson, who said there
was a “problem" with the youth.

Adamson, tcs:ii'ying earlier yester-
day, said he had a long relationship
with the youth, which began shortly
after he was ordained in 1958, The
sexual relationship began when the
boy was 13 years old and continued
for about 12 years, he said.

“He enjoyed it. I enjoyed it. I didn’t
feel it harmed him and he said it
didn’t harm him,” Adamson testi-
fied. ,

He said that relationship “precondi-
tioned” him to repeat it with other
adolescents.

Watters, who became bishop in

March 1969 and retired in October
1986, said he did not ask specifically
what Tyce found after treating
Adamson because he thought that
was a confidential matter between
doctor and patient and because he
had confidence in the doctor.

Watters' account differs from Adam-
son’s. Adamson said he first told
Watters that he’d had sexual contact
with a youth in April 1974 and it was
that incident that lead to his treat-
ment in Connecticut;

Watters also said that neither Tyce
nor Adamson told him that Adam-
son had sought treatment from the
psychiatrist after two incidents in
1966 and 1967 involving boys at
Lourdes High School in Rochester,
where Adamson was assigned.

In 1964, when Adamson was a priest
in Caledonia, Minn., he talked to
Watters' predecessor, Bishop Edward
Fitzgerald, about an incident involv-
ing a boy. Watters said Fitzgerald
and other church officials did not tell
him about the earlier allcgations
against Adamson.
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Retlred

Vinona

bishop testif ies

_Church officials: ‘Should -

‘have known-about ‘-

sexual-conduct, says
maa'suing Adamson

ByMungaek
MnrmpnﬁsStarTlh.ne

Retired Bishop Loras Watters

fm-mer head of the Catholic Dm—

cese of Winona, testified Wednes-

day that he first Jearned of con-

cerns about the Rev. Thomas '
Adamson’s - sexual ‘contacts with’

boys whau he received an anony-

mous phone call ' in. December

1973..

Watters said the caller was'

brief and would not give names or
dates.” He_ said’ be went ‘to see

‘ ter, Minn., several days later and
* asked him about the allegations; -

Adamson denied the caller’s ac-
cusations. But Watters said he
asked Adamson to see Dr. Fran-

cis Tyce, a: psychiatrist at the

Rochester State Hospital for an

evalnatlon.
- As a result of that testing, Tyce

' recommended that Adamson go
. .,‘toatrea@entcenbermﬂartiord

. Adamson spent about 2is

3 monﬂ'ls there in the summer of.
1974,

Watters L&:nﬁed Wednesday in

‘Anoka County Distriet Court in a

lawsuit filed against Adams

' the Winona diocese and the

diocese of St. Paul and I\hnneapn-
lis by one of Adamson’s abuse
victims. The victim, now 24, said

~he was abused by Adamson at a

Columbia Heights church 10 years
ago and claims that church offi-
cials should have known the

 priest had a history of molesting
: young boys.

. About a year after the anony-
‘tmous call, another caller told
Watters that Adamson had mo-
lested ‘an adolescent boy. The
bishop said he confronted Adam-
son, who said there was a “prob-

> Please see TESTIFIES/4A
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Ex-bishop testifies in sex-abuse suit

By Donna Halvorsen
Staff Writer

What did the bishop know and when
did he know {t?

The retired bishop of the Diocese of
Winona testified Thursday that he
dida’t know much about the Rev.
Thomas Adamson’s sex-abuse prob-
lem when he asked that Adamson be
transferred to the Twin Cities in
1974, and that he didn’t tell Arch-
bishop John Roach what he did
know.

The Rev. Loras Watters told a jury in
Anoka County District Court that he
never asked Adamson, now known
to have abused teenage boys over 20
years, for a recitation of his sexual
history.

“I didn’t do it because I respected the
integrity of his conscience,” Watters
said. He said he talked to Adamson
about Adamson’s sexual identity
problem but never knew “the degree,

the extent, the kinds of activities that
were going on.”

Watters spent the entire day on the
witness stand yesterday testifyingina
suit by one of Adamson's victims, a
24-year-old man who is seeking dam-
ages for psychological injury from
Adamson, the Winona Diocese and
the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Min-
neapolis. The diocese and archdio-
cese have admitted  negligence but
say they are not guilty of willfilly
employing 2n unfit priest.

Watters said he asked that Adamson
be transferred to the Twin Cities in
December 1974 so he could receive
continued therapy as recommended
by a psychiatrist at a Connecticut
hospital where Adamson had spent
the previous summer. Watters said
he thought he was “being very hon-
est” when he told Roach that he
wanted Adamson to-receive therapy
at a counseling center run by the
archdiocese in St. Paul,

Watters said. that the archbishop
could have inferred that Adamson
had a psychological problem but that
he gave him no specifics. Nor, he
said, did he tell Roach the nature of
Adamson’s problem when, a year lat-
er, he asked Roach 10 keep Adamson
in the Twin Cities for another year to
18 months.

In a memo that was admitted into
evidence, Roach said then that Watt-
ers had assured him that Adamson
was “a good priest who is a victim of
a situation in Winona.”

Adamson resigned as pastor of St.
Francis Church in Rochester and was
transferred to the Twin Cities after
the brother of a young priest who had
been sexually abused by Adamson
over 10 years threatened to expose
him in the parish. Watters said he
didn't tell the archbishop about the
situation becavse he thought that
Adamson’s treatment was working
and that the problem, in a new set-
ting, would be resolved.

Watters described himself as 2 stick-
ler for confidentiality during his 17
years as bishop. He said he typed his
own letters and visited priests rather
than having them come to the chan-
cery becausc e didn’t want anyone
to know who was being summoned
to see the bishop. i

The Rev. Kenneth Pierre, the archdi-
ocesan psychologist who was seeing
Adamson, recommended twice in
1975 that he be returned to the Wi-
nona Diocese 1o do parish work, and
Adamson also repeatedly asked to
return, but Watters refused. He said
he was worried about the possibility
of scandal.

Pierre never said that Adamson was
an unfit priest but instead was opti-
mistic that he could return to parish
work, Watters said. “I guess I come
to the conclusion now that these pro-
fessionals didn’t know much more
about this problem than I knew,” he
said. ’




BrOth‘e‘r of Adamson sex abuse victim
testifies that he warned bishop in’74

By Donna Halvorsen
Staff Writer

The brother of one of the Rev.
Thomas Adamson’s sex abuse vic-
tims testified Friday that he called
Bishop Loras Watters in 1974 and
.threatened to expose Adamson from
the pulpit of his Rochester church if
Watters did not relieve the priest of
his duties, :

The 44-year-old man, now a commu-
nity corrections official in southwest-
- ern Minnesola, testified in Anoka
County District Court that his broth-
er, a priest who was undergoing
chemical dependency treatment in
Rochester, had revealed during the
course of treatment that he had been
sexually abused by Adamson starting
atage 13. - ?

The testimony came in a suit filed by

another of Adamson's victims, who
is seeking damages for psychological
injury from Adamson, the Winona
Diocese and the Archdiocese of 5t.
Paul and Minneapolis. The diocese

and archdiocese have admitted negli- -

gence but say they are not puilty of
willfully employing an unfit priest.

The man said he called Watters, who
then was bishop of the Diacese of
Winona, and “told lim our family
wanted this man out of the priest-
hood, that he had abused our brother
and we didn’t want him in a position
where he could abuse other kids.”

Watters was “quite noncommittal,”
he said, “As I recall, what he said was
that Father Adamson was a very

good priest, these are very serious-

allegations‘and I'm not sure there’s
anything we can do sbout it in line
- with what your family wants."”

He also said the bishop told him that
evén if the allegations were true, it

would be up to Adamson to decide
whether to leave the priesthood.

In a second call, the man said he told
Watters he had gathered information
indicating that Adamson had “at
least 20 victims" going back 10 years
and that a second brother of his was
among them. He said Walters told
him it would be best for Adamson’s
therapy if he resigned on his own,

In a third call, the witness said, he
told Watters “that Father Adamson
had to be out of the priesthood and
that if he ever said another mass at
St. Francis, my .brother ... and I
would be on the pulpit telling the
parishioners who and what he was.”

He said the second brother took the
phone and told Watters that he, too,
had been abused by Adamson while
Adamson ‘was serving at a parish in
Adrian, Minn., in 1961 and *62. Sev-
eral . hours later, the witness said,
Watters called back and said Adam-
son had resigned. -

Adamson was transferred to the
Twin Cities, where other allegations
of sexual abuse surfaced, including
the one that is the subject of the trial,
The man who filed the suit is now 24
and was a parishioner at Inmaculate
Conception Church in Apple Valley,
His attorneys have attempted to

‘show a pattern of sexval abuse that
~ continued even after church officials
- were aware of Adamson’s problem,

The brother’s testimony contradicted
Watters' in two respects; Waiters said
that the 1974 caller did not identify
himself and that the information re-
ceived in the calls was vague. The
witness said he clearly identified
himself both as the brother of the

.young priest and as a teacher, in

Adamson’s Rochester parish.

The second brother also testified, de-
scribing how he told Watters about
his own abuse in the third phone call.
He said Watters’ response was “that I
was upset and things wauld get
better.”

The young priest, now 42 and living
outside the country, is no longer
working as a priest.

Adamson, 57, now lives near Eau
Claire, Wis,, and also no longer
works as a priest. Be LT

California to test |
roadside pollution

Assaciated Press

Sacramento, Calif.

California smog squads will begin
random roadside testing in the spring
of diesel smoke from heavy trucks
and buses under & program adopted
Thursday by the state Air Resources
Board. ;

The program will apply to all such
vehicles in the state regardless of

- where they are registered. The pro-

gram requires the testing and repair-
ing, if necessary, of gasoline-powered
passenger cars every two years,

The state alréady has two programs
to control diesel emissions, But it
adopted the new one because of med-
ical findings that some of the sootlike
particles in diesel smoke are small
enough to get through the body's
natural filtering system and cause tis-
sue damage deep in the Iung. The
particles also can carry potentially
cancer-causing  compounds, includ-
ing dioxin and benzene, -

ipls  11/i10/9e
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Priest:

Church

aware

of Adamson allegation

Asgociated Press

ANOKA, Minn, — A priest
says an official of the Archdio-
cese of St. Paul and Minneapolis
ordered him to keep an eye on
the Rev. Thomas Adamson after
being told of allegations that
Adamson made a sexual advance
to a boy.

The Rev. Joseph Wajda, for-
merly of the Church of the Im-
maculate Conception in Colum-
bia Heights, said he learned of
the allegations in November 1980
from two altar boys who had as-
sisted Adamson at a wedding.

Wajda's testimony Tuesday be-
fore an Anoka County jury came
in a civil lawsuit brought against
the archdiocese and the Diocese
of Winona by a 24-year-old man
who says he was one of Adam-
son’s victims,

According to Wajda, the boys
told him that Adamson tried to
grab another boy while the priest
and the boy were in a whirlpool
bath at a health club.

Wajda said he sought advice
from a friend, the Rev. Robert
Carlson, chancellor of the Twin
Cities archdiocese. Besides the
whirlpool incident, Wajda said he
told Carlson about boys staying
at the rectory and taking a show-
er with Adamsen in the school
locker room.

Wajda also noted that the 24-
year-old man who filed the law-
suit was “spending a lot of time”
with Adamson,

At a later meeting in Carlson's
~ office, Adamson said he was re-
turning to the Winona diocese to
talk with his bishop, Wajda said.
Carlson, who is now a bishop,
said Adamson was not to have
contact with any young people,
Wajda said.

Wajda said he later met with
the father of the boy from the
whirlpool incident. The father
said he himself had been abused
by a priest.

“Ha cotatad ha wac nancarnad

this not happen to anybody else,”
Wajda sal(f

Carlson told Wajda to look for
more incidents and report back
to him.

Adamson left his position in
Columbia Heights and told pa-
rishioners he was on loan from
the Winona diocese and was be-
ing called back. After Adamson
left, Wajda testified that he
learned that Adamson was main-
taining contact with the boy who
eventually filed the suit.

Under cross-examination,
Wajda said he had seen nothing
to cause concern about Adam-
son’s behavior until he overheard
the comment by the two altar
boys.

He also testified that he didn't
see any inappropriate contact
with young people after Carlson
told him to keep an eye on
Adamson.

Earlier this year, the Archdio-
cese of St. Paul and Minneapolis
settled a lawsuit that accused
Wajda of sexually abusing a 12-
year-old altar boy in 1973 while
he was a priest at St. Raphael’s
Church in Crystal. The civil suit
was the second brought against
Wajda regarding his tenure at
the church.

Sister Patrice Neuberger, a
worker at Immaculate Concep-
tion, said she also brought her
concerns to Carlson in late 1980
after hearing rumors from a
teacher at the school.

“I had no proof, it was just
rumor ... but it was serious
enough to say something,” Neu-
berger said. She said the allega-
tions dealt with homosexuality.

Neuberger said Carlson told
her “something would be done
immediately.”

The Rev. LaVern E. Trocinski °

testified earlier Tuesday that he
recommended against allowing
Adamson to return to the Dio-
cese of Winona because of
threats to expose allegations of

eavual miernndnot aocsinct

Adamson.

Trocinski testified that then-
bishop Loras Watters informed
the Winona diocese’s priest per-
sonnel board in 1974 of a prob-
lem with Adamson. The board
makes recommendations on
placement of priests in the dio-
cese.

Watters had received tele-
phone calls about Adamson and
“there was concern with sexual
misconduct,” said Trocinski, who
was a member of the board.

Minutes of the board’s May
1974 meeting spoke of Adamson’s
“recurring problem,” he said.

A nun who was principal of St.
Francis school in Rochester
when Adamson was parish priest
there, said she went to Watters
in 1975 with an allegation she
had heard about Adamson.

Sister Micheon Welsh said she
heard from a teacher that Adam-
son was naked in the teacher's
brother’s bed when the brother
was a {een-ager. The teacher did
not say if there was sexual con-
tact, Welsh said.

Welsh said she brought her
concerns to Watters, who told
her she had nothing to worry
about.

“He led me to believe I had no
reason to be concerned about the
children in the school,” she said,
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PSychiatrist: Sex abu's'”e
by priest scarred victim

Assoclated Press

ANOKA, Minn. — A former
Rochester priest's sexual abuse
of a Columbia Helghts man for
nine years has left him emotion-
ally searred to the point that he
will likely never recover, a Cali-
fornia psychiatrist testified.

Dr. Martin Blinder said the 24-

year-old vietim suffers from

anxiely attacks, despondency,
crying spells, alecholism and
sexual dysfunction slemming
from the Rev, Thomas Adam-
son's molestation of him begin-
ning in 1879,

“I found a 24-year-old man
whose growing up was arrested
in adolescence, He can never re-
capture those lost years,” Blind-
er lold an Anoka Counly jury
Wednesday, "1 think for the most
part he'll always be crippled in
some way."

Blinder was called by the
young man's attorney, Jeff An-
derson, In the civil lawsult
against the Dlocese of Winona
and the Archdlocese of St. Paul
and Minneapolis.

Adamson has admitted sexual
misconduct with boys in the Wi-
nona Diocese beginning in 1061
and in the Twin Cities archdio-
cese after his 1975 transfer.

Blinder testified that the man
who filed the lawsult reported
beinisexuall abused by Adam-
son, his family priest, from 1979
to 1987, and said the priest was
jﬁiﬁd in the abuse by a nun in

The vietim was evaluated by
Blinder during a two-hour ses-
sion on June 15 in San Francisco
at Anderson's request.

The vietim “feels in many
ways he stopped growling about
the time this inappropriate sexu-
al activity began — age 13, He
sees himself nol much older than
a 12-year-cld,” Blinder said.

. “Was sexual molestation by
" Father Adamson a contributing

Adamson authorized Archbishop.;

_ John Roach of the Archdiocese of
St, Paul and Minneapolis Lo see 3
- psychologleal report on, him. -

factor in his symptoms?" Ander-
son asked.
“Yes, sir," Blinder replied.
Blinder testified that the man

told him of a family history of

alccholism and sald he began
drinking heavily before he met
Adamson., However, he said the
drinking grew worse after the
abuse began.

The abuse, “ln my opinion,
augmented his turning to alcohol
to make his problems go away,”
Blinder said. “Father Adamson
fed (the victim) alcohol. They'd
get tanked up together.”

“Clearly for & priest who
knows there Is alcoholism In a
man's family, to feed the youn
man aleohol was an abuse,”
Blinder said.

“That's what's particular]
tragic in this case,” Blinder sald,
“The priest could have had a pos-
itive effect ... could have Lurned
the young man around.”

During cross-examination by
John Hoffman, representing the
Archdiocese of St. Paul and Min-
neapolis, Blinder acknowledged
the youth found parts of his rela-
tionship with Father Adamson
pleasurable.

"It was a mixed experience, as
it usually ls, Blinder said. "I
believe (here were parts of it
that were pleasurable.”

He also acknowledged that
sexual abuse “doesn’t have to al-
ways destroy an Individual” He
said the young man reported no
other homosexuval experiences
after his relalionship with Adam-
son ended and sald the victim
feels he can recover.

‘He is now ioing steady but he
continues to have sexual prob-

lems," Blinder said.

Attorney Ted Collins, repre-
senting Adamson, asked Blinder
whether he wouldn’t agree that,
in addition to Adamson's nega-
tive influence on the young man,
there also were other factors,
such as aleoholism in his family,
that were a negative influence.

“[ certainly would," Blinder
repliad.

The young man "was already
emotjonally vulnerable. This is
the kind of Individual who is
much more susceplible to a
predatory male” Blinder said
under cross-examination by
George Restovich, attorney for
the Winona Diocese.

The Rev. Kenneth Pierre, who
has been a priest for 27 years
and a psychiatrist for 19 years,
later testified thal he had treat
Father Adamson after he admit-
ted in May 1974 that he had had
homosexual contacts with two
adults and two high schaol boys.

Pierre lestified that Adamson
spent three months in 1974 in the
Institute of Living, an in-patient
clinle for people with sexual mis-
conduet problems, in Hartford,
Conn.

Plerre said he treated Adam-
son from May 1974 until January
1976 because of concern about
his sexval behavior, but said
Adamson stopped calling.

Pierre said he felt Adamson
should have continued the treat-
menl.

On Dec, 1, 1980, Pierre sald he
received a call from a priest who
said Adamson was in trouble for
grabbing the genitals of a teen-
ager in a swimming pool.
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Archbishop denies knowing pr.i'est abused boys

Associaled Press

ANOKA, Minn. — Arch-
bishop Juln Roach has ac-
knowledged thal he made
wistukes iu handling the Rev.
Thoinas Adanson, but denied
that he koew the former
Rocliester priest was suspeet-
ed of seaually abusing boys
when he was transferred
fromn the Diocese of Winona
tu lhe Archdiocese of St. Paul
and Minneapolis.

Roach, the spiritual leader
Gf 645,000 Roman Cailolics,
testified Thursday that it
way have been lwo years af-
ley Adwson’s  transfer be-
fore he became aware that
Adanison might have sexual
abuse lendencies.

1 knew in 1975 what T
khow uboul Father Adamson
nosy, toae of this would have
biappenel,” Moach (old an An-
oba Cenuly jury in Lhe (rial
of o luwsuit Oled by a 24-
year-old Gohuabiax Heights
10an ‘The man has aceused
Adwasen of abosing him for
niue yeors, begining in 1979,

Adamson has adniit{ed sex-
ual misconduel against boys
in e Winona Divcese daling
lo 1961 aud againsl Luys in
the Twin Cilies afler his 1975
irasfer. Bul Adamson and
chaiteh officials deny an alle-
gallon 1 Lhe Tawsuit that the
chunwel’s handling of Adam-
son exhibited wiltful indiffer-
cice lo lhe salely of people
who came in contact with
Aduainson.

The lawsvit against the
archdiocese, Diovese of Wino-
na and Adamson secks ua-
specified compeusalory and
punitive damages. Oiher law-
suits by Adamson’s victims
were sewtled oul of court fur
undisclosed amonnts of 1iou-
ey.

Roach said he was un-
aware that Adamson had sex-
ual probléems when he placad
the priest al St. Leo's Clairch
in 8t. Paul in Januarcy 1975.

At the requesl of Winuna
Bishop Loras Watlers, Roach
granled housing lo Adamson
al 8t. Leo’s in exchange for
minimal parish work by
Adanison, Roach tesiified. He
said Watters told him Adam-
son was on leave to study at
the Universily of Minnesota.

Jeff Anderson, altorney for
the plaintiff, said in comt
lhal Roach’s teslimony cou-
flicled with an October 1984
Ietler from Watlers (o Youch,
in which the Winonu bishop
recalled ihat Adamson's “in-
velvewmenl wilh juvenile
males” was the reason he
asked toach in 1975 “lo cou-
sider helping Falher Adum-
son.”

Hoach said Wallers' leticr
was mistaken in its recitation
of the 1975 events.

Wallers {estified earlier at
the trial that fie erred in his
1984 letter in recalling the
circumstances behind the
1975 (ransfer.

Under questioning from

“If X knew in
1975 what I
know about
Father
Adanmson now,
none of this
would have
happened.”
Archbishop
Jolin Roach

Anderson, (he archbishop said
he melt with Watlers in the
spring of 1985, afler lawsuits
aguinst Adamson and {he
church liad been filed, to
“uiake certain that he and 1,
veally, had the same recollec-
{ion.

“Not in a couspiratorial
sense,” Noach added, “bul in
a sense thal we were rernem-
beciing the same things, yes.”

Roach said he was in-
formed by Waiters in Janu-
ary 1975 that Adamson was
to keep in constanl touch
with a psycholegist at the
archdiocese’s consultation
service cenler for priests, but
Hoacli said he didw’t ask why
Adamson was andergoing
Lherapy.

It wasn’t until Janvary
1976 that Roach heard of any
hint that Adawson bad sexual
problems, he said. The kinl
came froma Walters, who
asked in a lelephone conver-
salion that Adaison be al-
lowed Lo stay in the arehdio-
cese for another year or year
and & half for reasons Watt-
ers did nol want to discuss
over the letephone, the arch-
bishop said. :

“Ihere was a greal mys-
tery about that” Roach said
aboul ihe telephone call. “I
really wasn’t sure whiat he

“mneant.”

But Roaclhi said anoiher
year mighl Lave passed be-
fore he met with Watters pri-
vilely lo discuss Adainson.

He said he cowldw’t 1emcin-
ber when the wecting ac bas
residence oceurred.

At the private meeting
wilh Watlers, toucl suii
Waticrs told hivi that &dan;-
son “had bLeen suspected of
Leing involved in a howscs-
ual relatiouslip” The wrch-
bistiop said he assuined ine
alleged relatiovuship was will
an adult and acknowledged
that he asked peithier Adam-
son nor the pricst’s theripise
about it.

Rouach said it wasn'l awtil
1081, afier hLe Lad nuinet
Adamson pastor of lnunucu-
late Conceplion Churels ju Co-
humibia Yeights, thai be heayd
of an allegalion (hal Ada-
son had sexually abascd u
boy. The complaint came
from a Loy al the parish ad
Adamson confirnsed ii

Roach testinted hat b ia
siracted Adamison lo resign
from the church and (o {ell
parishioners thal e was Le
ing called back (o {he Dis-
cese of Winona.

Inslead of sewdinis 8-
sun to Winona, the pricst v
tered a lwo-waek psycholina
apy Weatinent which Rowon
sa2id he believed would Lelp
Adawson deal with his prol,-
Tewns. But the therapist, Jo-
seph Gundron, testificd (hul
he tresicd Adamison lor de-
pression, not for sczual prab-
lensss,

TA000273



. ANOKA, Minn. — Catholie leaders - the priest admitted in late ‘1980 that he Adamson began to be filed, did Carlson
knew the Rey. Thomas Adamson had Sexually abused a boy while he was pas-  instryet a priest at Immaculate Concep-
sexually abused z boy, but Walled more  tor at Immaculate Conception Church tion to contact the parents of the second
than six years before sharing the infor- . in Columbia Heights. . -

mation with parents of another Yoy who € the order was in effect, Carlson Now 24, the man has filed a lawsuit
was- close to the briest, Bishop Robert heard at least tiyg reports that Adam.- accusing Adamson of sexually ahusi
Carlson testified Friday, son was seen with another boy, but the  him for nine years beginning in 1979

Carlson, a chief adviser to Archbish- - boy’s parents were.not warned, he said_ - ‘The suit against Adamson, the archdig.

9P John Roach and chancellor of the - -“It did not oceur to the archbishop  cese and the Diocese of Winona, con-
Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapo- -~ that T g0 see them,” Carlson testified. . . tends church officials exhibited wiilfyl
lis, sajd Adﬁrsf  was under orders not /It wasa't until 1987, after the first of Indifference to the safety of others.
CLenbnts flirdy Dgepivs S, M7/ ge, B : :
e e
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‘Bishop says he warned
Roach about Adamson

By Margaret Zack

- Stafl Writer

A close adviser 1o Archbishop John
Roach testified Friday that he
warned twice that “The archdiocese
would regret 1" if the Rev. Thomas
Adamson were not fired for having
sex with boys, but that he was over-
ruled by Roach.

Bishup Robert Carlson said he told
Roach that he did not trust Adamson

and that the priest should be re-

: wnh an adulescent boy.

moved I'rom parish work

Carlson sa:d the first disagreement

with Roach occurred in January 1981
when Adamson was assigned to Ris-

en Savior Church in Apple Valley,

He had been removed from Immacu-
late Conception Church in Columbia
Heights after he admitted having sex

At that_ mgel;ng. Cal_'fs_tm, who then
Adamson é:ominﬁ:d_'b'n'bs:lgc SA ik

LY

/4////?5
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Adamson

Continued from page 1A

" i

wits of_the ose,
said he told Roach and another
church official that he suspected that
Adamson would repeat his behavior
and that “The archdiocese would ro-
grevit” if he were not fired,

Carlson was called to tesiify in Ano-
ka County District Court in a suit by
a 24-year-old man who says that as a
leenager, he was abused by Adanmison
al Immaculate Conception Church.
The man is secking unspecified dam.
ages from the Diocese of Winona and
the Archdiocese of S, IPnlul and MiaT
5 psychological damage al.
kﬁfqu caused by Adamson, Church
officials have admitied thar they
were negligent but denH that they
willfully employed an unfit pricst,

Roach testified Thursday and can-
ceded that he mishandled the Adam-
son case in an effort to ‘fc: help for
the priest. Although Carlson's testi-
mony yesterday did not contradict
his superior's, it clearly suggested for
g:a first time that ﬂ!ilﬁgl was n;ha

lisay ent among high church of
ﬁdngu_:u?er how to deal with Adam-

son,

Carlson said his second disagreement
with Roach occurred after o report
was ived that Ad ttemp

ed sexual contact with a. 12-year-old

he should be terminated,” Carlson
lestified. Ve '

Instead, Adsmson was given a writ-
ten list of conditiona of continued
employment, - including a wirning
that he have no contact with minors,
Carlson said he warned Roach again
that the archdiocese would regret the
decision and that he believed that the
scope of Adamson’s abuse went be-
yond the incidents that were known
atthe time. . -

| “ ad this feeiinig that Father Adam.

son ., .. was admitting only what we
de_{ilnitcly knew already,” Carlson
saied, - s

The mother of the b:! in the Apple
Valley incident - tesiified y

[ that she called ‘the Rev,’ Michae|

Korf, then head of the archdiocesan
priest personnel board, because she
had not received a response fram
church officials about the incident,
Korf told her that Ademion would
receive counseling, she said. -

Carlson, who became an auxiliary
bishop in [984, said that he thought
the archdiocese was du.lins with an
isolated homosexual. inci

that it was the disease of pedu, hilin,
sexual altraction to children,
Roach had testified that he, too, was

ignorat about the signs of pcduphii-

Adamson uqﬁlin_ued on page 9A

boy al Risen Savior in 1983, "I saidl |

ent, but,

TA000276



Star Tribune
Saturday/November 17/1990 9A

Adamson

Continued from page 84
ia.

Althouph Adamson admitted in 1980
that he had abused a boy &t the
Columbia Heights church, it was not
until 1987 that archdiocesan officials
contacted the boy’s family.

Carlson said that when he was gath-,
ering documents for another suit in-
_volving ‘Adamson, he came Across
the refefences 10 the Columbia
Heights incident and asked the pricst
at Immaculate Conception 10 call the
family. The family was not aware of
the abuse allegation a1 that time,

Carlson said.

When asked why an investigation
wasn’t conducted earlier, . Carlson
said, “We sec that as a mistake to-
day.it . "

Korf, who was assigned to monitor
1 Adamson while he was at Risen Sav-
ior, said he received positive reports
from Adamson’s psychiatrist and a
priest psycho]ogist who also saw
Adamson regularly. A memo in Oc-
{ober 1982 said the psychiatrist e
ported that Adamson’s progress cx-
ceeded his expectations. ;

In June 1984, Roach wrote to Korf
that he thought they were at a point
where they should seriously consider
assigning Adamson 10 be pastor of 8
pansh. Al that time he was an 2550~ |
ciale pastor in Apple Valley.

| “God knows he is 2 superb parish
priest,” the letter said.

Roach had {estificd that he placed
too much emphasis on the positive
glements of a psychiatric evaluation
of Adamson.

Adamson bas not resigned from the

priesthood but no longer functions as

?N priest. He lives near Fau Claire,
is. :
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Woman testifies she hoped Adamson
would lead her son into priesthood

By Margaret Zack : :
Staff Wnter - - : : :

The mother of a Columbia Heights
man who allegedly was abused by the
Rev. Thomas Adamson testified
Monday that she had been proud of
her son’s friendship with the clergy-
man and hoped it might mean he
would become a priest.

She told Anoka County Distriet
Courl jurors that her family met
Adamson in 1979, when her son,
then 13, was an altar boy at Immacu-
late Conception Church, where
Adamson was assigned. They became
friends and Adamson vacationed
with family members at their lake
home and performed a mass for the
couple on their 25th wedding anni-
versary, she said.

After he left Columbia Heights in
1980, the family stayed in teuch. The
woman testified that she drove her
son 1o visit Adamson at the rectory
of Risen Savior Church in Apple
Valley several times. He sometimes
was zlone with Adamson at the recto-
ry overnight, she said.

“In my mind, I thought he was going
to become a priest. That was some-
thing I dreamed of, one of my sons a
priest,” she testified.

When allegations of Adamson abus-
ing boys became public in 1987, the
woman said, she ‘asked her son if he
had been molested. He denied it
She said she also called Adamson,
who denied abusing anyone.

“I believed him. [ wanted 10 believe
my son because Adamson was sucha
clase friend that he wouldn™t hurt us
like that,” she said.

About two years later the boy told his
father that he had been molested by

'Adamson.

“My. world just ¢hanged,” said his
mother, describing her reaction. .

The son, now 24, and his parents
sued the Diocese of Winona and the
Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minne-
apolis claiming psychological damage
as the result of the abuse, The defen-
dants have not disputed that Adam-
son abused the boy. He has admitted

-abusing other boys but refused to

testify in’ this one’s trial about his

‘relationship with him. The trial be-
‘gan Nov. 2, ’ =

The father of the victim also testified
yesterday, :

He said, “I've got a broken heart. I
didn’t know any human being could
have done this.” B

Both parents said their son was a
popular but not particularly good stu-
dent. They said he developed a
drinking problem as a teenager. In
1987 he left Minnesota for Washing-
ton state, saying he was going 10 trv

to get a new life, his mother said.

Attorneys for the diocese, archdio-
cese and Adamson cross-examined
the parents azbout an older som’s
death two months ago from compli-
cations of aicoholism. The attorneys
apparently are ‘irying to link the
younger son’s difiicuities 10 family
problems rather than the abuse by
Adamson. The son is expected to
take the witness stand today.

i Fnipens  yloe/es
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“He invited us to the reetory ...

4B POST-BULLETIN, ROCHESTER, MINN., Tuesday, November 20, 1990

hey felt

betrayed by abuysi priest
Lo VRS n g . The woman testified that the molested by Adamson.
Asseciated Press woman, 2Mily stayed in toueh with “I felt angry, sad and pe.
ANOKA, Minn. — A ‘woman Adamson after he left Columbia trayed,” the mother testified
testified that she feit betrayed Heights in 1980, She testified that Monday. “My whole world
when she learned that a former  she drove her son to visit Adam- changed” - _
Rochester priest ' who had be- sori at the rectory of Risen Say. The father said he was angry
friended her son and become a *‘ior:Church in Apple Valiey sey- at Adamson, but more angry at
good friend of the family had era ‘times. He sometimes was the Archdiocese of St, Pag] and
been sexually abusing the 13- ajone with Adamson at the Fecto-  Minneapolis for not letting peo-
year-old boy. o4 ry overnight, she saig, : ple know about Adamson’s histo.
A Columbia Heights couple re. _In my mind, I thought he was ry of abuse. _
called Monday how pleased they going to become a priest. That The victim and his parents are
were that the priest paid special was Something I dreamed of, One  seeking punitive damages, alleg-
attention to their son, who was -~ of my sons a.priest,” she testi- ing the Diocese of Winona and
an altar boy, fied. ; : the Archdiocese of St. Panl-Min-
i When allegations of Adamson neapolis showed willful indifer.
“We thought it would be good abusing boys became public in by failing to e Adam-
e b L B Mt RS S s e
1ke ' I _ : p 3 . nl
Anoka County District Court %ir gggi;g hﬁhhggebg:?du;gies;.g% %?%‘o?sdammns history of abus
: - =Y called Adamson, who denied A damson has admitted sexgal
e thort Of got into our lives | abusing anyone. misconduct with boys in the we..
we thought it was great” '~ "' L believed him. 1 wanted to pase diocese beginning in 196;
Their son, now 24, said the believe my son because Adamson and in the Twin Cities archdio.
Rev. Thomas Adamson began ' was such'a close friend that he cese after his transfer in 1975,
molesting him in 1979 while wouldn't hurt us like that” she Adamson, who now lives in
Adamson was pastor of Immacu- said, i i S
late Conception Church in Co. About two years later the boy parish priest for about five
lumbia. Heights, told his father that he had been years. k
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| Priest told him sex
was a ‘cleansing,’
abused man testifies

By Margaret Zack

Staff Writer

The man suing the Rev. Thomas
Adamson and two Catholic digceses
for psychologic .
to have suffered from a nine-ycar
sexual relationship testified Tuesday
that the priest told him they were
“cleansing” themselves through sexu-

al activity.

“Because he told me what we werc

doing was OK for |
was OK to do,” said the 24-year-old

trict Court,

al damage he claims

al yesterday in

began in Sej

Minneapolis-area man during the tri-

Anoka County Dis-

He described how the relationship
stember 1979 when
Adamson was assigned to Immacu-
late Conception Church in Columbia
Heights. Al the time the man was a
13-year-old eighth-grader; i
Adamson learned of his interest n

he said

sporls and asked him to various ath-

letic events.
for him, 1 thought 1l

]

Adamson Continﬁed [rmp page 1B

The victim said he and Adamson
first had sexual contact in a whirl-
pool at a racquetball club. Cver the
next nine years, he said, he had sex
on a regular basis with Adamson in a

variety of locations, including the.

sanctuary of the church, a gas station
and locker rooms. He said he had sex
with the priest as many as five or six
limes in one day.

Adamson left Immaculate Concep-

tion in December 1980 after another’

youth said Adamson had abuscd
him. The victim continued to visil
Adamson at his new parish, Risen
Savior in Apple Valley. The contacls
decreased in frequency when he grad-
uated from high school in 1984 and
became more infrequent in 1986 and
1987, he testified.

As he got older, he said, he felt
shameful and confused about his sex-
uality and lacked a moral sense
about his sexual behavior.

The man said he last saw Adamson
in February 1987 when a suil against
Adamson by another youth became
public. He said that he had sex with
Adamson earlier that day and that
Adamson told him not to believe the
news reports. :

“] said, ‘How can it nof be true when
you did it 11\ me? ” he said he asked
Adamson. | - .

He said Adamson asked him not to

say anything about his case and of-
fered him money to be silent. He told

110 one about the abuse until Febru-
ary 1989.

The man is suing Adamson, the Wi-
nona Diocese and the Archdiocese of
St. Paul and Minneapolis. The suits
allege that church officials should not
have allowed Adamson lo continue
1o work because they were aware of a

‘pattern of abuse of boys dating back

1o the early 1960s.

Church officials, including Archbish-
op John Roach, have admitted that
they mishandled the case bul deny

that they willfully employed an unfit.

priest. ;

At one point in his testimony, the

“victim said the shameful feelings he

experienced became clear after the

news of the 1987 lawsuit in which

Adamson was accused of abusing an-
ather youth,

“ felt hurt. I thought he liked me for

who I was, not . ..,”" he said, unable
to continue speaking, He then asked
-Judge Phyllis Jones for a brief recess

1o compose himself.

The victim testified yesterday that he
has been in treatment for alcoholism
three times and once for sexual ad-
diction, He also said he had used
cocaine and becamé addicted to pre-
scription drugs when he had surgery
for a shoulder injury in 1985. .

'He attempted suicide three times by

mixing drugs and alcohol, he testi-
fied. '

e Vit Sl JU0 L9

‘Adamson continued on page 6B

He said that when the friendship
with the priest first began, he thought
he would become a better person.

“To me, & priest was like a person
above anyone else,” he said. .

In addition to being abused by
Adamson, the man said, he was also
abused by a nun who used to teach at
Immaculate Conception School.
They had'sex about 20 times, begin-
ning when he was 14 or 15, he said. " -

‘John Hoffman, an attorney for the

archdiocese, questioned the man on
whether he knew that a sexual rela-
tionship with a man was wrong and
whether he knew that sexual relations
outside of marriage were wrong,

Al age 13, he had little knowledge of
sex, the man replied, adding that the
sexual relationship with the nun “just
happened.” He said he didn’t fee] he
could say no. :

He said Adamson told him: when
their relationship started that it
would end when he became 18 or 19
and had girlfriends. Adamson also
told him he would perform ihe
youth’s marriage ceremony when the
time came, he testified.
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Pries‘t’s;abu.se-Ie_f_t‘vict

'By Margaret Zack

Staff Writer

Sexual abuse by the Rev. Thomas

Adamson has-left his victim “just.

hanging on,” and suffering from de-
pression, alcoholism and_ compulsive
sexual behavior, his psychotherapist
said Wednesday. .

. Psychotherapist Panl Gerber said the
. man, who is 24 years old, is a candi-
- date for'long-term care because of his

problems. -In one session the man
said, “I.lost 10 years of my life,”
Gerber testified.

The youth said he was abused by
Adamson from 1979, when he was a-
i3-year-old altar boy at Immaculate

Conception church in Columbia
Heights, until 1987. He has sued the
Archdiocese of Si. Paul and Minne-
apolis and the Winona Diocese for

T

Sy Fobere. [(Thso. [ P 53,1756

damages for the psychological harm
he has suffered. He alleged that the

diocese and archdiocese knew Adam- -
“"“They had great affection for Adam-

son had molested other boys but con-
tinued to assign him to parishes.

He didn’t reveal he had been abused
until February 1989,

Gerber said the man’s parents, who
attended church regularly, no longer
do so. He said they have been severe-
ly distressed by the abuse and have a
lot of shame.

The parents testified earlier this week
at the trial in Anoka County District
Court that they had been pleased that

a priest was a friend to their son. -

After Adamson left Immacuiate Con-
ception in December 1980 and was
assigned to Risen Savior Church in

- Apple Valley, the parents continued
to visit him and made arrangements

for their son to continue the friend-
ship. q

son and fel1 gifted and special 10 have
him part of their life,” Gerber said,

The victim’s mother feels a tremen-
dous amount of shame and hurt be-
cause she didn't recognize the teia-
tionship and protect her child,
Gerber said. .

“Our background was to always trust
2 priest. How did we rate to have a
friend like this?" Gerber said the
mother had told him,

Adamson’s attorney, Theodore Col-
lins, asked Gerber if he believed the

victim when he said he and Adam-

son had 3,500 sexual contacts.

No, he said, he didn't believe that

im ‘hanging on,’ therapist says

number but said il was important
because that's how frequent the vic-
tim believed the contacts 1o be.

Adamson’s victim also was on the
stand yesterday for cross-examina-
tion and said Adamson called him
Sally Ann, supposedly because he

~had blond, curly hair. The man also

said he had been abused by a former
nun at Immaculate Conceptian
school. He testified yesterday that he
and the nun never talked about the
propriety of their relationship.

‘When asked if he didn't know a sexu-
~ al relationship with a nun was moral-

ly and legally wrong, he replied, "1
don’t believe I had any sexual mor-
als.”

He said he thought having a nun and
priest for friends was good for him.
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Psychiatrist will testify in defense of dioceses

By Donna Halvorsen
Staff Writer

St. Paul attommey Jeffrey Anderson
resied his case against two Catholic
dioceses Tuesday, paving the way for
the dioceses to defend themselves
against the allegation that they con-
tnued to employ the Rev. Thomas
Adamson despite knowledge of his
tendency to abuse young boys.

The Diocese of Winona and the
Archdiocese of Minneapolis and St.
Paul will bring a psychiatrist to the
witness stand today 1o present a dif-
ferent view of the psychological prob-
lems suffered by the 24-year-old Co-
lumbia Heights man who is the

plaintiff in the case.

Anderson rested his case after the
testimony of Susan Phipps-Yonas, 2
St. Paul clinical psychologist. She
said the young man has suffered per-
manent damage from his eight years
of sexual contact with Adamson,
which started when he was 13, and
will require psychotherapy for many
years.

She characterized him as “moderate-
ty disabled™ because of his inability
to sustain adult relationships, to hold
a well-paying job and to engage in
other satisfying activities.

The dioceses have admitted negli-

gence but say they are not guilty of
wiltful indifference to the young
man's rights and safety. They con-
tend that some of his problems have
other causes, including alcoholism in
his family and sexual abuse by a nun
that began afier his relationship with
Adamson.

Adamson, 57, who now lives in Wis-
consin and is no longer functioning
as a priest, has admitted that he en-
gaged in sexual activity with a num-
ber of boys in both dioceses but he
refused to testify about the allega-
tions involved in this case.

Phipps-Yonas said that if the young
man had never met Adamson, he still

would have physical problems from a
work-related shoulder injury, might
still have problems with alcohol and
might be unable to meet his occupa-
tional goals.

But she said that his family had no
history of mental-health problems
and that she saw no evidence that he
had psychological problems before
the abuse by Adamson began.

The trial, in its fourth week, is ex-
pected to wind up this week. After
the defense rests, Anderson will pre-
sent church financial statements to
justify his claim for punitive dam-
ages.
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Victim’s troubles become issue in sex trial

By Donna Halvorsen
Staff Writer

12id a young man develop a personal-
ity disorder as a result of being sexu-
ally abused by the Rev. Thomas
Adamson starting at the age of 13?
Or was he born with the beginnings
cf a disorder that later manifested
itseif in compulsive sexual behavior?

An Anoka County jury that is hear-
ing the young man’s claim for dam-
ages against two Catholic dioceses
was presented with those questions
Wednesday as the long and unusual
trial enters its closing days.

The Columbia Heights man, now 24,
is seeking damages from the Diocese
of Winona and the Archdiocese of St.
Paul and Minneapolis, contending
that they continued to allow Adam-
son to do parish work knowing of his
tendency 10 abuse boys sexually. The
dioceses, which began their defense
in the case yesterday, have admitted
they were negligent but say the young

man had problems that were not
related to his abuse by Adamson.

Dr. Barbara Long, a Minneapolis
psychiatrist who testified as a defense
expert, conceded yesterday that the
young man’s case is an extremely
complicated psychiatric case. She dis-
agreed sharply with the diagnosis of
two therapists who concluded that
he suffers from post-traumatic stress
disorder as a result of his eight-year
relationship with. Adamson, begin-
ning when he was an altar boy at
Immaculate Conception Church in
Columbia Heights.

Long said victims of post-traumatic
stress disorder consistently recall a
traumatic event in their lives in nega-
tive terms, whether it’s 2 plane crash
or sexual abuse. She said, however,
that the young man recalled his sexu-
al experience with Adamson as plea-
surable until he learned that Adam-
son had been having sex with other
boys as well. Then he was distressed
that he was no longer special to the

priest, she said. She described the
young man as being “moderately”
damaged by the priest and said his
abusive relationships with women
are a direct result of his involvement
with Adamson.

She diagnosed the young man as-hav-
ing a borderline personality disorder,
marked by difficulty in relationships.
and compulsive behavior. She said
she believes that the disorder has
sirong origins in genetics and in the
mother-child relationship during in-
fancy. Her testimony differed from
that of St. Paul clinical psychologist
Susan Phipps-Yonas, who testified
Tuesday that a newer theory is that
the disorder is often the result of
abuse.

Long’s other diagnosis was of alco-
holism and cocaine abuse. She said
she believes that the young man
would have become an alcoholic
even if he had not met Adamson
because two of his siblings, one of
whom died of liver disease in his 30s,

also had alcohol problems. Her the-
ory that the young man's problem
was in large part genetic in origin was
disputed by his attorney, Jeffrey An-
derson, who said neither parent had
ever seen any type of counselor until
they learned of their son’s abuse last
year,

Spending the entire day on the wit-
ness stand, Long agreed that it is
difficult to establish cause and effect
in cases involving sexual abusa. She
said it is well-known that many peo-
ple suffering from borderline person-
ality disorders have histories of sexu-
al abuse. “What we don’t know is
what this means and whether it’s a
significant or a relatively minor caus-
al factor.”

Yesterday Judge Phyllis Jones dis-
missed the parents’ suit against the
archdiocese, ruling that there was in-
sufficient evidence for their claim of
emotional distress. The defense is
expected to complete its evidence to-
day or Friday.
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Win

Prosecution rests
|n AdamSOn caSe

Associated Press ;
. ANOKA, Minn. — The prosecu-
fion in a priest-sex abuse trial
rested its case after a clinical
psychologlst testified that the vie-
timsuffered permanent damage
from eight years of sexual con-
tact with the priest,

Susan  Phipps-Yonas testified
that the victim, who was 13 when
-the “abuse started will require
psychothérapy for many years.

She characterized him as
“moderately disabled" because of
- his inability 'to sustain adult rela-
tionships, ‘to hold a well-paying

b and to engage in other qatlsfy
Ing aclmhes

The vietim, now ‘a 24 -year-old -
Columbia Helghts man, and his
parents are seeking punitive dam-
ages, alleging that the Diocese of
Winona and the Archdiocese of St.
Paul-Minneapolis showed “willful
indifference by failing to remove
the Rev, Thomas' Adamson:

The dioceses planned to bring a

-psychialrist to the witness stand

Wednesday to present a different :
view of the psychological .prob-
lems the ‘vietim is experiencing.

The dioceses have admitted negli-

- gence but say they are not guilty

of “willful ndlfference

Final arguments are expected
“to begin Monday. :
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Adamson episode
hurts entire church

The tale which is emerging from
an Anoka, Minn., courtroom is an
appalling one.

It is in that courtroom that a vie-
tim of years of sexual abuse at the
hands of a priest is suing the Dio-
cese of Winona and the Archdiocese
of St, Paul for punitive damages.

~The priest, the Rev. Thomas

Adamson, started abusing the man-

ears old. The
or five more

when he was 13
abuse continued

years, even after the priest was .

moved out of the diocese.

What Adamson did to this ynunﬁ
man, the pain that he has cause
him, is totally reprehensible. It was
“an abuse of his authority and moral

standing, - &

. But that’s not
about the trial.

- Several officials of the Diocese of
Winona and the Archdiocese of St,
Paul have taken the stand. They
testified that Adamson’s “problem”
“was known to them, but yet they
were slow to do anything about it, if
they did anything at all,

Adamson has admitted to sexual
misconduct with boys from the
Winona Diocese dating back to 1961,
And his history was no secret to his

all that’s appalling

superiors. "

* In 1964, while workihg as superin-

tendent at a Catholic school in Cale-
donia, Minn., Adamson was repri-

Today's editorial

manded by the bishop for touching
a male student, And, on the witness
stand, former Bishop Loras Watters
admitted to being aware of Adam-
son’s history in 1973 — six years be-
fore Adamson began abusing the
Pplaintiff,

Yet no one did anythin
an explosive situation. The diocese
knowingly allowed a man with a re-
cord of sexual abuse to continue to
work in the presence of youths.

' The question is one of cul ability.
The lawsuit filed claims hat the
Diocese of Winona and the Archdio-
cese of St. Paul were accessories to
the abuse because, by their inac-
tion, they allowed it to oceur, '

They are guilty of reckless endan-
Eerment; of that there is little ques-
1011,

You can’t put a dollar amount on
the suffering that the victim has
ad to endure.

. But all Catholics are also vietims
in this case. Our spiritual leaders
have exposed themselves as pett

‘bureaucrats more concerned wit

protecting their position than their
parishioners.

The - entire church has lost face,
and that damage, is irreparable. —
Tim O’Brien, copy editor.

to defuse
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Wealth

of church
disputed in
abuse trial

By Denna Halvorsen
Staff Writer

The sexual abuse committed by the
Rev. Thomas Adamson came down
to an issue of dollars and cents
Thursday as attorneys for one of his
victims attempled to show that two
Catholic dioceses have deep pockets
to pay punitive damages for employ-
ing an unfit priest.

Church attorneys, meanwhile, at-
tempted to persuade the Anoka
County jury that while the church’s
assets may look substantial on paper,
most of the money is tied up in
property or its use is restricted.

Bloomington accountant Kevin Berg-
man estimated the assets of the Arch-
diocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis
at $43.3 million, including $18.3 mil-
lion in property and $13.7 million in

unrestricted funds.

He estimated the assets of the Dio-
cese of Winona at $8.9 million, in--
cluding $4.5 million worth of real
estate and $2.2 million in unrestrict-
ed funds.

Both figures were based on audited
financia) statements provided by the
church bodies.

The real estate figures were based on
the purchase costs of churches,
schools and other buildings, many of
them built decades ago. Judge Phyllis
Jones did not allow plaintiff’s dttor-
ney Mark Wendorf to ask Bergman
about their present value.

Wendorf and attorney Jefrey Ander-
son represent a 24-year-old Columbia
Heights man who is sceking damages
from both dioceses for psychological
injury stemming from eight years of
abuse by Adamson, The abuse began
when the victim was a 13-ycar-old
altar boy in. Adamson’s Columbia
Heights parish.

Adamson continued on page 5B
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Adamson Continued from page IBI

-When Anderson argues the case on
Monday, he will ask the jury to
award part of the dioceses’ assets to
the young man to punish the church
‘bodies for continuing to employ

Adamson after he had abused other .
A : ] . money, from resettling Southeast

 boys.

"The diocesés have admitted negli-
gence but say they are not guilty of

_deliberately employing an unfit priest

or of being willfully indifferent to the
victim’s rights and safety.

Although there is a $400,000 limit on
compensatory damages for emotion-
al distress, there is no limit on puni-
live damages under Minnesota law.

The .lheo'ry ‘behind ﬁuniti ye 'dafnnges
is to punish wrongdoers according to

‘their ability to pay. Therefore, Jones, '

who earlier had issued a ruling allow-
ing the attorneys to seek punitive
damages, allowed them to present
-information about the assets of both
“dioceses. et

John Hoffman, representing the
Twin Cities archdiocese, and George
Restovich, representing the Winona
diocese, brought church officials to
the witness stand to talk about the
good things the church does with its

Asian refugees to running schools
and providing chaplains in hospitals
and prisons.

Andrew Eisenzimmer, also represent-
ing the archdiocese, questioned some
of the assets cited by Bergman, in-

“cluding $2.5 million in an overfund-

ed pension system that Eisenzimmer
said could not be withdrawn for an
other use. : i

Also yesterday, vocational rehabilita-
tion counselor Jan Lowe testified
that the victim in the case is able to
work, although his earning capacity
has been cut in half because of a
work-related shoulder injury that has
required eight operations. i

Lowe said she did not consider him
to be college material because of low
reading, spelling and math skills but
said he would be able to do light-duty

work in an office or factory. - . '

The case will go to the jury Monday
afler closing arguments by the attor-
neys and Jones’ instructions 1o the

jury.

The jury will have three suits on
which 1o deliberate: separate cases by
the victim against the Winona dio-
cese and the Twin Cities archdiocese,
and a suit by the Winona diocese
against Adamson, A suit in which the
vigtim's parents were -seeking dam-
ages for emotional distress from the
archdiocese was dismissed by Jones
on Wednesday.

‘Adamson, 57, lives in Wisconsin

and is no longer working as a priest.
Three other sexual abuse suits
against him have been setlled and

-one is pending in Ramsey County.
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Adamson jury mlsdlrected in |ts decision

I have been following the reports
and outcome of the Father Adamson

sex abuse trial, and I am appailed at -
the damages awarded by the jury.

While in no way do I condone Father
Adamson’s actions, I feel the jury is
misdirected in their decision.

It appears the jury found the -
church guilty because the church did- .

not act like the jury expects. The
Catholic Church, and other churches,
has not, does not, and I hope never
will, act like the jury. The jury looks

but the church treats wrongdoing as
a sin against God and reconciliation
and punishment for the wrongdoing
should be kept between that individ-
nal and God.

It is a philosophy based on prayer
and trust, not on fault and punish-
ment. It does not preclude legal
prosecution on an individual for their
action againsi society. Prudent ac-
tion still calls for protection of soci-
ety from repetitive actions, but that
protection should also be based on

understandmg and trust with the in-

dividual concerned. Obviously, that
- philosophy did not work in this case;.

but I do not believe the jury should - o

condemn this philosophy on this case
alone. How many times has the ju-

ry’s. philosophy ' failed in .allowing
guilty criminals to go free because

of procedural technicalities, allowing
repeat offenders to return to society
to continue ' their pattern of crime,

. and destroying the lives and families
* from unjust punishment.
for repayment of a debt to society -

‘Secondly, money is not a proper
medium in which to assess damages.
In our society, individuals' and most

. organizations sirive to earn and ac-
cumulate money. Money seems to be.

the measurement of success or fail-
ure, in these cases money is an ap-
propriate form of punishment. Ex-
cept for a few evanlgelistic organi-

_ zations where raising money is pri-
". mary, today’s churches use money to

help. others, not measure success.

Money given to the church is used
to support .the organization that

teaches us about God, helps those in-

need in our society and others
throughout the world, and educates

olic' I am upset that the money I
have given may not reach its intend-

ed purpose but instead be directed to-

“Send a message to the church” and
be paid out as punitive damages.
Lastly, 1 hope an appeal is suc-
cessful and charges against the
church are dropped or substantially
reduced. If, however, the court does
uphold these charges and the punish-
ment is monetary, [ would ask that
this money be paid to charitable

causes instead of punitive damages.

~We are all ashamed of what has

_ happened and certainly want nothing -
. like this to happen in the future, but.

please let us have reasonableness
and understanding prevail to make
the best of this bad situation.

Thomas Gauthier
Box 6%
Zumbro Falls

ur children. As a contributing Cath-
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Jury scheduled to begin

- Adamson deliberations

Assoclated Press .

ANOKA, Minn, — Two Catho-
lic dioceses should pay $5.6 mil-

lion in damages for failing to .

remove from duty a former
Rochester priest church officials
knew 'was sexually molesting
young boys, the plaintiff’s attor-
ney said, .. . . -

The Rev., Thomas Adamson’s
long-term and frequent abuse of
the victim, who was 13 when it

_began, “had irrevocably twisted
“and distorted” the boy’s emotion-
al growth, attorney Jeffrey An-
derson told an Anoka Countir Dis-
trict Court jury during 'closing
-arguments Monday.

But attorneys for the dioceses
and Adamson said damages
“should not exceed $326,000, They
have admitted they are partly
responsible for the man's pﬁvcho-
logical problems but denied that
they willfully employed an unfit
_priest. -

“We made a good-faith effort

* to deal with a situation we didn’t
quite understand,” said John
Hoffman, attorney for the Arch-

diocese of St. P_a'u_l-Minnqapélis.
“We didn't know what it means

.to have the disease of pedophil-

ia”

Anderson asked for more than
$2 million in damages to com-
pensate his client, now 24, for his

ast and future therapy costs,
ost -earnings, pain, disability,
embarrassment and emotional
distress. He sought an additional
$3.5 million in punitive damages,
saying the dioceses were more
concerned about protecting
Adamson and the church’s image
than they were about the priest’s
gon_tinued victimization of chil-
ren, |

“They were successful in pro-
tecting their image for many
years,” he said. “They were suc-
cessful in protecting this priest
for many years.” -

The six-member civil jury was
scheduled to return this morning
to begin its deliberations.

“The vietim and his parents
have alleged throughout the five-
week trial that the Diocese of

Winona and the Archdiocese of
St. Paul-Minneapolis showed
willful indifference by failing to
remove Adamson from - duty
when they knew ahout Adam-
son’s 20-year history-of abusing
boys. s
Hoffman said the church's big-
gest mistake was to believe
Adamson, not knowing that a pe-
dophile, a person sexually at-
tracted to children, “will cover
up, he will lie, he will not be
straight with you.” -

“We believed our priest,” Hoff-
man said. ‘“That was a human
error. But we were never, ever
willfully indifferent.”

Hoffman, George Restovich, a
Rochester’ attorney for the Dio-
cese of Winona, and Theodore
Collins, attorney for Adamson,

suggested damages ranging from

$200,000 to $326,000.

. quiins said Adamson, 57, has
been “banished from both the di-
ocese and the archdiocese and

can mnever work as a priest.

again.”

TA000289




062000V.L

By Donna Halvorsen .. Anderson asked for more than $2  dam brought into the case as a defendant
Staff Writer million in damages to compensats by the Winona Diocese. Collins said

. his client, now 24, for his past and “We madea good-faith effort to'deal  he has been “banished fram both the
A St Paul attorney asked for more  future therapy costs, lost carmings, with 2 situation we didn't quite un- diocese and the archdiocese and can
than S5 million in damages Monday  pain, disability, emb and d i, said archd never work as a priest again,”

for 2 Columbia Heights man who-

was sexually abused for eight years
by the Rev, Thomas Adamson.

Jeffrey Anderson likened Adamson
1o the Ford Pinto, describing him as
4 “defective” priest who was “en-
lered into the siream of religious
cummerce™ withoul wamning, leaving
behind a trail of victims,

"If ever thers was a casc in this state

or in this country for punitive dam- .

ages, here it lies,” Anderson 1old the
Anoka County District Court jury
before it was given the case for delib-
cration. “It cries for that dy in

‘emotional distress. He songht sn ad-

ditionz! -$3.5 million in punitive
damages, saying two Catholic dioces-
es were more concermned about pro-
lecling Adamson and the church's
image than they were shout the
priest’s continued victimization of
children.

*They were successful in protecting
their image for many years,” he said.
e were successful in protecting
this priest for many years™ -

Attorneys for the Diocese of Winona
and the Archdiocese of St Paul and

civil law.”

Adamson has admitted 1o abusing
the Columbia Heights man, starting
when the man was a [ 3-year-old altar
boy in the priest’s parish.

Mi lis' admitted that the
church bedies were guilty of negli-

_gence for continuing 1o place Adam-

s50n in parishes after reports of sbuse
surfaced. But they vigorously denied
that they were guilty of “will{ul indif.
ference™ 1o the o and safety of
others, the stan for punitive

Joho Hoffman. “We didn't know
what it means o have the disease of
pedophilia.”

Hoffman said the church's biggest
mistake was 1o believe Adamson, not

. knowing that 2 pedophile, a person

sexually attracted to children, “will
cover up, he will lie, he will not be
straight with you.” :

“We believed our priest” Hoffman
sad, "That was a human emor. But
we were never, ever willfully indiffer-
ent.” 1

Hoffman, George Rmnvi:h. attor-
ney for the Diocese of Winona, and
Theodore Collins, attorney for
Adamson, sq%ﬂ[ ‘damages rang-
ing from $200, to 3326,000. |

Adamson, 57, who now works as a
hotel desk clerk in Wisconsin, was

The attorneys’ daylong arguments
capped an unusual five-week (rial
that is only the third of its kind in the

country, and the first in which Cath-

olic Church bodies have faced the
possibility of punitive damages for
sexnal misconduct by 2 priest. In two
previous trials, victims of a Louisi-
ana priest were awarded $1.1 million
and 31.8 million in eompensatory
damages in 1986 and 1587,

The six-member civil jury will ret
this morning to begin its delibera-
tions. The verdict must be unani-
maous if it is reached in the first six
hours of deliberations. Agreement of
five jurors is reguired after that,

Judge Phyllis Jones told the jurors
that six of the 21 questions on the
verdict form have been answered for

them by the attorneys’ admissions

A

that Adamson sexually sbused the
young man and that the church bod-
ieg were negligent in failing to deal
adequately with his sexual deviance.

She said that the jury will have 1o
decide whether the victim was negli-
gent in allowing Adamson to have
sexvzl contact with him afier his 18th
birthday, but that he legaily could not
have consented to sexual contact be-
fore his 18th birthday. The jury is
also being asked to decide wheth

Attorney asks $5 million for_-ma_n abused by Adamson as a boy

be held responsible for the young
man's alcoholism, for family wrmoil
caused by his brother's alcohalism
and for a behaviar disorder that be-
gan carly in life,

And said Ad, A it
the boy 10 alcohol at the age of 13
and “pushed bim along" the path
toward alcoholism. He also said the
pnest 1wisied the boy's psyche and
arrested hj.s‘ development, causing

the young man’s parents were negli-
genl in the care and treaiment of
their son,

Hoffman quoted the young man's
father as saying that he turned his
son over 10 Adamson when he could
no longer handle him, but the anor-
ney described both the young man's
and his parents’ share of responsibil-
ity for his psychological injury as
minimal.

He and Restovich said the church
bodies wilt pay for the done

by Adamson’s abuse but should not

problems in sexual r:lalionships':
work and school.

“Short of murder, perhaps nothing is

worse than what he did,” Anderson
said.

- 4
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'Sex ab ictiffi Wints
$5. illion in damac
.6 million in amages
I r earnings, pain, disability, embar- prieét. i '
:Jury de“berate.s rassment and emotionaj distress, "We made 3 good-faith effort 1o
in Adamson trial ke sought an additional $3.5 mjl. deal with a situation we didn’t
= ; : _lion in punitive damages, saying quite understand,” said archdio-
Associated Press . the dioceses .were more con. cése attorney John Hoffman, "y
- ANOKA, Minn, -— A ecivil jury cerned about protecting Adamson didn't know what it meang to
began . deliberating Tuesday and thwi\J chtmt'ﬁh‘q iinatge thag theg have the disease of pedophilia, "
Whether  two Catholic ~ digceses ~ were a out the priest’s continued G 2 i T
shu?u d pa;r gs‘ﬁ '?n Il(;iim ‘o fiam- victimization of children, _ Htoffmgn iald the church’s pig.
2ges for failing to remove from “They were successful in pro. &St mistake ag o believe
duty a priest ch reh who was sex- tecling their image. for many - ? g
uaiﬁr m%llessti;g gofm: boy::' N years,” he said Monday. ““They ged‘;gg“f- R hrson sexually a-
‘The Rev. -Thomas Adamson’s Were successful in protecting this ach qﬂc i e ol cover
long-term and frequent abuse of priest for many years.” | stonieny AL lie, he. will npft pe
the victim, who was 13 when it f T i v e e
began_, *had irrevocably- twisted ha‘lv‘heall‘:gcé:imtm%zih:é: ﬂll’: 1}(:3;5 “We belie'w:ed our priest,” Hoff-
-and distorted” the h_gy’s emotion- W trial that the Diocese of man said, “That Was a human
“al growth, altorney Jeffrey An- Winona and the Archdiocese of St~ error. - But we were ‘never, ever

derson told a six-member Anoka  Paul-Minneapolis  showed willful - Willfully ind_i__fergnt._”'_._. Y
County District Court jury during indifference by failing to remove ‘Hoffman, Géb}fgﬁfft_é,i;{dv[ch, at-

- closing arguments Monday, o Adamson from duty when they ey for the Digeece af v
-The jury dgliberatgd- all day knew - about Adamson's 20-year a?;jn %hggdmm“ p‘gﬁ?ﬁ“ﬂﬁﬁ@
ithout reaching averdict, AL history of abusing boys, for Adamson, suggesteq damages
derson said, Deliberations wil] - P ; ranging from'$aog 000 to $305

resume Wednesday, he said. i Attorneys for the dioceses have _ 4
Anderson asked for more than admitted that they are partly re- Colling said Adamson, 57, has
$2 million in damages to compen-  sponsible for . the man's psycho- peen “banished from hoth the dio.
sate his client, now 24, for his  logical problems but denled that cese and the archdiocese and can
past and future therapy costs, lost they - willfully employed an' unfit never work as a priest again,”

TA000291




o Al aide, laivs, w670

No verdict in Adamson trial

Associated Press i Thomas Adamson began abusing Thursday, said the victim’'s attop.
ANOKA, Minn, — Jurors fin-  him when the vietim was 13, The. ney, Jeffrey Anderson,

ished a second day of delibera-  abuse lasted eight years, the vie.

Lions Wednesday Without reaching  tim said, : :

a verdict in a civil {pia] against e ,

two Catholic dipeeses for their  Closing arguments were heard dioceses. were mgpe concerned

failure to dismiss 5 priest who Monday and the Anoka County about protecting Adamson anq

molested boys, - District Court jury began delibey. the church’s image " (han they

The suit wag brought by a 24. aling  Tuesday, They are to were about the priest’s continued
year-old man who said-the Rev. resume deliberations at 8:45 a.m, victimization of childn_en.l 2l '

Anderson asked for more than
$6 million in damag_w, saying the
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gets $3.5 million

Church says it will appeal ruing

By Donna Halvorsen ' The 24-year-old victim wept when  willful indifference or deliberate lack
Staff Writer =~ .+ . the verdict was read and hugged his  of concern for the rights and safety of
AR o attorneys, Jeffrey Anderson and others," and that they needed to be
An Anoka Coam:{ jury awarded Mark endorf, both of St, Paul. punished and deterred from future
rpore than $3.5 million Friday to a 2 it = S misconduct, - - ;

former Columbia Heights altar boy "I'm glad I'c_an get this oﬁcr.wilh and s P2
who was sexually abused by the Rev. . can get on with my life,” he said, - Anderson said the verdict “truly sent

Thomas Adamson for eight years.” . : . = a message” to Catholic dioceses
' ; : The award included $2°million in across the country that sexual abuse

It was the largest Jury award in ‘the - punitive damages against the Archdi- by priests should be dealt with swift-
cauntry to a sexual abuse victim of a oces¢ of St. Paul and Minneapolis ly, and that abusive priests should
priest, and involved the first assess-  and $700,000 in punitive damages  not be protected by the church,
ment of punitive damages against against the Diocese of Winona, - "

any Catholic church body in such a . oy ; ¥
case. . . The jury found that both showed “a Adamson continued on page 11A
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i Adamson
Cuntinued from page 1A

| “For 25 years, the church was pro-
| tecting this priest, who was unfit,
13 -who was abusing children,” he said.
i "Adamson has admitted that he
A ‘abused a number of boys in the doz-
i en parishes that he scrved in south-
;.ern Minnesota and the Twin Cities,

{=“Archdiocese attorney Andrew Eisen-
‘zimmer of S1. Paul said the verdict
iwill be appealed. He said the puni-
“dive damages were unjustified be-
‘cause’ Archbishop John Roach acted

1
I
i
|
|
i appropriately, and were unneccssary

i :because the church has responded to

i the problem of sexual abuse.

b L

j ‘At a news conference Roach said the

I “jury's award of punitive damages “ig-

\ .nores. the actmns we took ncarly a

| ‘decade ago.” He said that while

| church officials have acknowledged

fa thai théir efforts were inadequate,
“we also believe we acted in good
fanh We  followed lhc best advice
avat]able at, the time.”

i The Rev. Kevin McDonough, arch-
¢ diocese chancellor, said that treat-
- #'ment for abusive priests is now long-
ser and tougher, that pnnsh:oners are
“informed about a priest's history if
] he is placed back in a parish after
‘freatment, and "that the church is
“quicker to believe people who say
ilu:y ve been abused. - :

The jury's total award was $3 555
imillion, including $400,000 for past
"conipensatory damages and $455,000
“for . future. compensatory . damages.
Thc damages linclude therapy ex-
y:penses, lost earnings, pain, disability,
‘embarrassment and emotional dis-
l lrcss

'McDonough sald thc archd:oceses
msumnce wnl[ cover the compensa-

‘Andrew Elséﬁzimi‘rier

tory damages, but the church w:ll
have to find a way- to pay the puni-
tive damages if they are upheld. *“We
were very surprised by the punitive:
damages,” he said. “"We had never
seriously consndcrcd that this was 30-
ing to happen.” :

Anderson contended during thie trial

‘that the church was more interested

in protecting Adamson and its own
image than in preventing the abuse -
of victims. He .said Bishop Loras
Watters moved Adamson out of the
Diocese of Winona when his abuse
became known there, and that Roach '
placed him in Twin Cities parishes
despite knowing that Adamscm had
abused boys. g iy i

The diocese and the archdmn:ese ad-

'mitted they were negligent in dealing

with Adamson, but said they did
what they could with him, ‘given their
knowledge of a [:tlie—undcrstcad

- problem,

The vxcum was a l3-year—old altar
boy in Adamson’s Columbna Helghts

=43 Je"rey ‘Andersan

pansh when the abuse hcgan in 1979
He told the jury that his sexual con
tact with Adamson took place five o1
six times a day in the early years and
continued until 1987, with less fre:
quency afler he gradua!cd l‘rom high
schno] in 1984,

Enpcrts ‘testified lhal he suﬂ'ers l'rnm
post-traumatic stress disorder or ‘a
personality - disorder ‘or ‘both. “His
therapist said the abuse left him “just

‘hanging on,” suffering from depres-

sion, alcoholism and cnmpu!snrc sex-
ual behavmr AL -

Thc jurors declmed to ccmmem on
thc:r verdict, : £V T,

The’ case. had anracted w;desprcac
“attention because it was 'only : tht
“third sextial. abuse case involving ¢
pncst fo go to: trml Junes swarde(

: Adamson cnmmued on pagc 124
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Adamson

Continoed from page 11A

$1.25 million and $1.8 million in the
other cases, both lnvolvmg a Louisi-
ana priest,

"It's got national :mphcattons and
everybody's watching it," Anderson

said as he awaited the verdict, Ander- -

son specializes in sexual abuse cases
against clergy, psychdlogists and oth-
er authority figures, He said he has
more than 75 clergy cases pending
arnund the country.

Six cases have been filed invofving
Adamson. Four, involving abuse that
occurred in Twin Citics parishes,
have been settled for undisclosed
amounts.'In addition to the Anoka
County case, another case involving
Adamson is scheduled for trial in St.
Paul in January

Adarnson. 57 was one of 12 children
who grew up on a farm near Roches-
ter, Minn. He testified that he was
abused by a farm hand for two years
as a feenager, He said that he began
abusing bays in 1961, three years into
his priesthood, when he began a rela-
tionship with a youth in Adrian,
Minn., that lasted 12 years,

Ad 1 received inpatient and out-
plllcnl treatment for his problem
over the years. He no longer func-
tions as a pricst, He lives near Eau
Claire, Wis,, and works as a hotel
desk clerk, + -

Judge Phyllis Jones allowed testimao-
ny about only a few of Adamson's
other victims, those who reporied the

abuse 1o church officials. But Ander-
son sald he and chdnrl'hnve identi-

ﬁed 28 v:c ims. .. o

Adamson, who attended. the enllre
trial, was not in the courtroom when
the verdlcl was read. ’

By taking the case to trial, llie dioces-
es risked further cx'rosum of a prob-
lem that had already generated sub-
stantial bad ubltﬂly‘ But the attor-
neys agreed this case was more diffi-
cult 1o settle because the settlement
demanded was greater. The abuse
was worse (han in the other cases in
both its duration and its Trequency,
Andcrson sald

The abuse was not revealed until last
year, The viclim, who works as a
convenience ‘store clerk and is en-
gaged 1o be married, said yesterday

that he kepl quiet “because | was

ashamed of myself."

'Hopefullr, [ can' get mamied and
selllc duwn, he suid.

The yuung man's mother said sh: fcll
“like somr.'llnns was lifted off me."

She said she had fith in the six
jurors, who heard cvidence for five

' weet: and deliberated for nearly four

days, "I believed they were a person
like me, down-to-earth,” she said. N

1 hope this sets an example for the

whole United States,” said the young
man's father.
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Associated Press

ANOKA, Minn. — A jury on
Friday awarded about $3.5 mil-
lion to a sexual abuse victim in
his lawsuit zgainst Catholic
church officials in the Twin Cities
and Winona. )

According to undisputed testi-
mony in the case, the plaintiff
was abused during his boyhood by

- the Rev. Thomas Adamson, who

was pastor at a Columbia Heights
chureh.

The Anoka County jury said the
Archdiocese of St. Paul-Minneap-
olis and the Digcese of Winona to-
gether were 85 percent negligent
and the plaintiff.and his parents
were each 5 percent negligent.

Jurors decided on punitive
damages against the archdiocese
of $2 million and punitive dam-

Winona, Minnesota — iSatiirday, December 8, 1990

Victim to recei

Winona Diocese negligent in Ada

ages against the Winona diocese
of §700,000. i

The jury also  decided on
$854,000 in compensatory dam-
‘ages.

The vietim and his  parents
‘have alleged throughout the five-
“week trial that the Dincese of

Winona and the Archdiocese of St. -

Paul-Minneapolis showed willful
‘indifference by failing to remove
Adamson from duty when they
knew about’ Adamson’s 20-year
history of abusing bays.

Attorneys for the dioceses had
admitted they are partly respon-
sible for.the man’s psychological
problems but denied they willfully
employed an unfit priest,

Adamson had admitted sexual
misconduct with boys in the Wino-
na Diocese beginning in 1861 and

in the Twin Citles archdiocese

after his 1975 transfer.

-The man's attorney, Jaffrey
Anderson, had argued that Adam-
son’s. long-term and t
abuse of a wvictim “irrevocably
twisted and distorted” the boy’s
emotional growth,

Anderson asked for more than
$2 million in damages to compen-
sate his client, who is now 24. He
sought an additional $3.5 million
dollars in punitive damages,

The boy was 13 when the abuse
began.

The plaintiff cried as the ver-

-dict was read and was still teary-
-eyed as he left the courtroom.

When asked how he fell, he
replied, “‘Nervous."

B-Please see JURY/4A-

3 sections/35 cents

ve $3.5 million

Diocese of Winona
to appeal decision

By Pat Deninger
Winona Dafy News :
The Diocese of Winona will 2p-

peal the decision Friday to award'

§3.5 million to the plaintiff in the
Father Th Ad !
abuse case. | :

In a short statement, Diocese of
Winona Vicar General  Father
Gerald Mahon said:

“The Diocese of Winona re-
mains adamant that it never en-
gaged in willful, malicious, delib-
erate and intentional disregard of
the rights and safeties of the
Pplaintiff or others. -

I believe the record is clear
that the Diocese of Winona has at-
tempted to obtain professional
psychiatric treatment for Father
Adamson, and was assured of Fa.
ther Adamson’s fitness fer serv-
ice.

“In this regard, the diocese has
made mistakes in its atlempts to
be fair to one of its priests, but it
did not act recidessly or with
malicious or willful regard of
anyone's safety,

"“We will therefore be consider-

. ®Plaase sea APPEAL/MA

T ——"




Winsna Daily News
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» Appeal

From page 1A

ing an appeal of the verdict with
respect to the punitive damage
award.”

Mahon said the diocese would
appeal because the awarding of
punitive damages implies they
actec: recklessly.

“We would oppose (punitive
damages), no matter what the
amount,” he said,

Theé diocese was “very willing”
to pay compensatory damages to
assist the plaintiff in treatment,
he said. ’

Mahon said the diocese would
contact its legal counsel to deter-
mine when the appeal would be
made. :

In an article entltled '“The hurt
of abuse” in the November 1990
issue of the Courier, the Diocese
of Winona's newspaper, Bishop
John G. Vlazny addressed the de-
bilitating effect of a court judg-
ment against the diocese:

“If the diocese and/or a partic-
ular parish were assessed a
heavy penalty as a result of a
court judgment, diocesan and/or
that parish’s holding could be se-
verely diminished or eliminated.
Funds and assets that belong to
the other parishes and institutions
of the ‘diocese are not affected-
...The diocese and the particular
parish involved would be finan-
cially debilitated by such a judg-
ment,” Viazny wrote.

> Jury
From page 1A

Anderson, when asked how his
client : felt about the verdict,
replied, ‘“He’s going through a
vinidication. Now he’s been told
he’s been vindicated. Having this
over with will be very therapeu-
tie.”” : ’

Anderson said the jury ‘“‘did
what we asked, to compensate -
our client, and senf a message
that (this kind of action) should
stop,”

He added, "I think the verdict
sends a real significant message
and I'm in no way disappointed.”

Andrew Eisenzimmer, an attor-
ney who represented the Archdio-
cese of St. Paul-Minneapolis, said
an appeal ‘was possible. ‘You
have fo consider appeal. We'll
talk with the archglshop," he
said. )

Eisenzimmer also said the
archdiocese has taken steps to

h

rravrant masmimuanaa Af nnvs anin
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Diocese to appeal
punitive damages
in Adamson case

Associated Press

Winena, Minn,

The Diocese of Winona says it will
appeal punitive damages of $700,000
awarded by a jury to a man who was
sexually abused during his boyhood
by a Catholic priest.

The Rev. Gerald Mahon, vicar gener-
al for the diocese, said that it is
willing 10 pay compensatory damages
to help pay for the victim’s treatment
but that it is appealing the punitive
damages because it implies that the
diocese acted recklessly,

“We would oppose (punitive dam-
ages) no malter the amount,” Mahon
said. .

The Anoka County District Couri
Jury decided Friday that the Archdio-
cese of St. Paul and Minneapolis and
the Diocese of Winona together were
85 pereent negligent for the abuse of
the man by the Rev. Thomas Adam-
son. The jury awarded about $3.5
miltion to the man, including
$855,000 in compensatory damages.

It decided on punitive damages of $2
million against the archdiocese and
$700,000 against the diocese. Archdi-
ocese officials are considering an
appeal,

The victim had alleged that the dio-

cese and archdiocese showed willful

indifference "by failing to remove

Adamson from duty when they knew

gbout his 20-year history of abusing
0ys,

“The Diocese of Winona remains ad-
amant that it never engaged in will-
Aul, malicious, deliberate and inten-
tional disregard of the rights and
safeties of the plaintiff or others,”
Mahon said in a prepared statement,

“I believe the record is clear thal the
Diocese of Winona has attempted to
obtain professional psychiatric treat-
ment for Father Adamson, and was
assured of Father Adamson’s fitness
for service, In this regard, the diocese
has made mistakes in its attempts to
be fair to one of its priests, but it did
not act recklessly or with malicious
or willful regard of anyone's safety.”
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By CHRIS HERLINGER
Post-Bulletin Sta(f Writer

It could be two years before
the Diocese of Winona will have
| to consider paying at least
| $700,000 in punitive damages to a
24-year-old man who was sexual-
ly abused by the Rev Thomas
‘Adamson.

Atl:orney George Restovxch of
Rochester, representing the Wi-
nona Diocese, said .the diocese
has not decided how it would pay
the judgment because it plans to
appeal a jury's decision that was
issued earlier this month, |

Because of the pending ap-
peals, there are no plans to post-
pone any building projects in the
diocese or to sell any property,
he said. :

The jury awarded the man
about $3.4 million in damages. Of
that amount, $750,000 is cormnpen-
satory damages which will be di-
vided between the two defen-
dants, : the Archdiocese of St.
Paul-Minneapolis and the Wino-
na Diocese, and paid by insur-
ance carriers, Restovich said

* Punitive damages total $2 mll-
lion for- the "archdiocese and
$700,000 for the Winona Diocese.
Those damages w1ll be appealed
he said. :

d I—Iowever, if legal appeals fail,
the diocese would be forced to

seek financial assistance from its

members, Restovich said.

Archblshop John Roach said in
a letter to Twin Cities priests
and deacons that no. money from
parish collections will be taken

1y Jason Groen

v and Angie
stiedent B.J,

- There are no plans
to postpone any
building projects in
the diocese, nor are
there plans to sell
any property that
the diocese owns, he
said.

to pay for the judgment.

The church has admitted that
it is liable for compensatory
damages to the man who had
been abused by Adamson, for-
merly of Rochester, during the

19705 and "80s.

“I want to assure you and your
parishioners that regardless of
the outcome (of the appeal) .
no funds will be taken from par-
ish assessments or from contri-
butions to the Annual Catholic
Appeal,”” Roach's letter says.

Restovich said the dioceses
plan to make three requests of
the court: ask for a new trial;
reduce damages; and to set aside
the verdict and ask that no puni-
tive damages be paid.

- The dioceses contend that they
were not willfully negligent. Spe-

" cifically, the Winona Diocese has

contended that it attempted to
get counseling for Adamson and
that experts said he could return
to parish work.

The appeals process could take

Da@@%@ undemded how
1ent to be paid

up to two years, Restovich said.
As a result, it's premature to dis-
cuss how the diocese might pay‘

- for such damages, he said.

Financial statements intro-
duced in the trial indicated that:
the Winona Diocese has aboul §$9!
million in assets, about half of
that in church property within.
the diocese. The diocese also has\
up to $600,00¢ in cash, which is
used for general operatmg ex-;
penses.

Paying even $700,000 would es-

* sentially wipe out the diocese’s

operating budget, Restovich said;

“One thing that is real clear to
me is_that we cannot pay (the
damages),” Restovich said.
“"We're not General Motors. We
don’t have quarterly operating

‘profits of $400 million. We're a

church.”

.\Ierry Klein, an archdiocese
spokesman, said the church
wanted to calm possible fears
among parishioners that they
might have {o pay.

However, Klein did concede
that “it’s logical to assume,” that
money to pay such a judgment
ultimately comes from parishio-
ners or donors who give money
to the church.

Adamson’s abuse of the man
began when the man was I3
years old and occurred when
Adamson served a parish in Co-
lumbia Heights,” a Twin Cities
suburb. Adamson was formerly a
priest at St. Francis of Assisi
Parish in Rochester,

(This story .contains informa-

- bion from the Associated Press.)

ast vieek to
i the Con-
now-use of

SRR,
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Personnel data sought on -

former teacher in sex case

By JANICE GREGORSON
Post-Bulletin Staff Writer ;

The attorney for a Rochester
woman who says she was sexual-
ly assaulted by a teacher while

she was a student at Lourdes

High School has asked the court
to order. another school district
to release personnel information
on the {eacher.’

Attorney Jack Hanson, repre-
senting the woman, wants the in-

Lourdes was negligent in hiring

Rodney Wayne Tafelski, a for-

mer Lourdes teacher and wres-

' tling coach.

The woman claxms ‘Tafelski
sexually assaulted .her several
times between September 1986
and February 1987. She said she
was 15 and a sophomore at
Lourdes when the assaults began
and said Tafelski used his posi-

~ tion of authority to seduce her.

- The multicdunt lawsuit cla:ms -
- Lourdes and the Diocese of Wino-
na carelessly failed to superv:se

Tafelski.

Tafelski pleaded guilty to four
counts of - criminal sexual con-

duct in Olmsted District Court
‘and was sentenced to an inpa--

tient treatment program at St.
Peter Regional Treatment Cen-

‘ter for sexual aggressive people.

. Hanson asked Olmsted District
formation in an effort to show

Judge John Gowan for an order

forcing  the Rosemount School

District to release personnel in-
formation on Tafelski, who
taught at the middle school there

_the year before being hired by
‘Lourdes in . 1985. Hanson told
‘Gowan he has reason to believe
-there is information in Tafelski’s

+file " that ‘would have been a:

“warning signal” to Lourdes not
to hire the teacher. He said, too,

_that. there is evidence I_..ourdes

_didn’t even call Rosemount to:

check on Tafelski's references®

".before hiring him.
- ‘Tafelski's attorney, Robert

Spelhaug, opposed ihe motion,

-saying the information is irrele-

vant. He also claims that the in--
formation would not have been-

. available to Lourdes prior to Ta-
‘felski’s hiring because it is privi-

leged under the state data pnva-
cy act.

George Restovich, attorney for

‘Lourdes, did not appear at

Wednadays court hearing, but.
senit a letter saying he did noz
oppose the motion.

. Gowan also received a ietter-
from the Rosemount School Dis-’
trict saying it would not oppose’
an order to release the mforma-
tion.

Gowan took the request under
advisement.
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Kurdish refugees crowd onboard vehicles leaving the
mountains and heading for an allied refugee camp near
Zakho on Tuesday. AP LaserPhoto

At one point in the day, he yanked Volkswagens with
%aid, thousands of people an flat tires.
0ur  were moving through  *It's a God-awful parade,”
the checkpoint. said one U.S. Army lieuten-
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Award
cutin
abuse
case

Damages against
church reduced

From staff reports, wire services

A jury's award to the sex-
abuse victim of a former
Rochesler area priest has
been reduced by a district
judge.

Anoka County Districl
Judge Phyllis Jones on Tues-
day slashed a $2.7 million pu-
nitive damages award to
$167,000 while leaving intact
an $855,000 compensatory
Jjudgment for expenses, suf-
fering and humiliation,

“Defendants have been
punished by the attention to
this case in the way of repu-
tation and public trust,” she
wrote.

Jones reduced the amount
of punitive damages against
the Archdiocese of St. Paul
and Minneapolis to about
$50,000, from $2 million. She
reduced the damages against

the Diocese of Winona to
about $137,000, from $§700,000,
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T WGUATAIT. - TE-WaS @ Buses pulled broken-down turn. “Théy Sped oul. Now

riful sight,” he said.

compact cars, which in turn

they're limping back.”

it rains, it pours

April showers add drop
to area’s rainfall bucket

i
okback

:grees, April 6
aril 10
3.3, 3.7 above normal

inches, 2.75 above normal
siation: '
0.

4 inches on Agril 12

£B Graphlc

By ALETA CAPELLE
Post-Bulletin Stafl Weiter

Southeastern Minnesota
has received more than 50
inches of rain during the past
15 months, a total nearly 20
inches above normal for that
period,

Acutally, the 20 inches
above normal almosl meets
the normal rainfall for an en-
tire year. About 28.25 inches
of rain falls in an average
year.

The National Weather Ser-
vice at Rochester Municipal
Airport sald above-normal
precipitation has been re-
corded during 10 of the last
15 months.

From  February 1990
through this April, precipita-
tion totaled 52.58 inches. That
is 19.51 above normal for the
peried.

Last month brought the
greatest departure from nor-
mal precipitation since July
1990. That month, rainfall
was 8.29 inches, which is 4.47
above normal.

April’s showers delivered
5.25 inches of rain, a total
that is 2,75 Inches above nor-
mal for that month.

Tuesday’s rainfall of 0.07
inch solidified the month in
third place for the most rain-
fall during any April on rec-
ord.

The wettest April was last
year when 6.47 inches of rain
was measured at the weather
service. The second-rainiest
April was 1929 with 5.34 inch-
es, and the fourth-rainiest

“This is just a wet
interlude, but the
general dry
pattern should be
with us until ahout
1897

Bruce Watson,
meterologist

was 1954 with 4.68 inches:

It could be said it has heen
a fitting turnaround from the
dry weather that plagued the
area for so long,

But consulting meteorolo-
gist Bruce Watson said the
large-scale drought pattern
in the Upper Midwest has not
reversed itself. “This is just a
wet interiude, but the general
dry pattern should be with us
until about 1997."

Watson said a 10-year
drought cycle exists in the
Midwest. He predicts a gen-
eral wet pattern will contin-
ue for at least the next six
weeks and summer rainfalls
should be close 1o normal.

Record high temperatures
were shattered on three days
in April, the 5th, 6th and 7th,
according to the weather ser-
vice. On April 5, the tempera-
ture was 83, breaking the oid
mark of 76 degrees set in
1928. On April 6, a high of 89
smashed 1954's record of 78.
The high of 83 on April 7
broke 1931's record of 76.

‘prime rate; indicators up

lowered the key lending rate.

The Fed on Tuesday cut the discount
rate, interest it charges banks for loans,
one-half percentage point to 5.5 percent,
the lowest in 15 years.

Also today, the Commerce Depart-
ment said the government's chiel eco-
nomic forecasting gauge rose 0.5 per-
cent in March, its second conseculive

nding
0 8.5
3g in-
-mers
inter-

srine
3 the

have monthly advance.

advance.

The February advance had ended a
string of six losses stretching back to
July, when the index was flat.

That’s when the current recession
started, according lo the National Bu-
reau of Economic Research.

The index is designed to forecast eco-
nomic aclivity six te nine months in

- Jgertrey ANACrson, wno fep-
resents the Columbia Heights
man abused for years by the
Rev. Thomas Adamson, said
he would appeal the reduced
punitive damages award 1o
the Minnesota Court of Ap-
peals.

The victim’s attorney
called the reduced judgment
“like taking 50 dollars from a
multimillion (doltar) corpora-
tion” and vowed to appeal
the new ruling

In December, a jury
awarded $3.5 million to a Co-
lumbia Heights man who was
sexually abused for years by
Adamson. That award was
appealed by allorneys for the
Archdiocese of St. Paul and
Minneapolis and the Winona
diocese, who asked Jones to
sel aside the compensatory
and punitive damages. The
attorneys asked for a judg-
ment notwithstanding the
jury verdict. As other op-
tions, they also asked for a
new trial or a reduction of
the award.

A civil jury decided that
the plaintiff should receive
about $830,000 in compensa-
tion for expenses, suffering
and humiliation and a tolal of
$2.7 million in punitive dam-
ages — $2 million from the
archdiocese and $700,000
from the Winona diocese.

The Rev. Gerald Mahon,
vicar general of the Winona
diocese, said they are pleased
the judge has reviewed the
matter and tempered the ju-
ry’s punitive damage award.

“The diocese feels great
sadness over the facl that the
plaintiff suffered sexual
abuse by one of its priests,”
Mahon said, adding the dio-
cese has always wanled Lo be
reasonable and responsible in
compensating the victim for
Injury.

However, he said, the dio-
cese remains troubled that
punitive damages should be
awarded against it and any
other religious corporation
"whose entire existence is
motivated to serve human
kind."

Adamson is a a former
priest at St. Francis Catholic
Church in Rochester.

George Restovich, Roches-
ler attorney representing the
diocese, contended al the tri-
al that the diocese never en-
gaged in willful, malicious,
deliherate or intentional dis-
regard of the rights and safe-
ly of the plaintiff or others.
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By PAULINE WALLE
Lifestyle Special Writer

WINONA — The church has developed
a2 reputation for covering up rather than
ministering "to victims of sexual harass-
ment and child sexual abuse, a specialist
told Catholics attending a workshop in
Winona. .

Kathleen Kelley said church workers
must speak up before they “get so used to
it that what’s unhealthy becomes normal
to us.” .

The founding member of Grace Insti-
tute in Shrewesbury, Mass., was address-
ing the Bishop’s Workshops on Pastoral
Services at St. Mary’s College. She called
sexual harassment a justice guestion and
a misuse of authority. The Cathelic
Church has a history of male dominance,
and in the midst of stress the typical
response is to hold on to that power and
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authority, Kelley said.

Directed mainly at wornen, unwanted
verbal or physical harassment robs their
dignity and contaminates the work envi-
ronment, she said.

Complainants may be told to “lighten
up” or “he’s just like that” and left to feel
it is their problem. But Kelley urged them
to get help in taking a stand, “We live in
ignorance until someone shows us the
light,” she said.

In speaking to audiences across the
country Kelley uses a disclaimer: “We'll
assume these things don't happen in the
Winona Diocese but we'll just talk about
them in case you need help,” she said
Tuesday. But before long several women
related incidents within their church jobs
or families.

" Kelley said healthy church workers
have self-esteem, know their boundaries
and have a life outside the church,

“Priests will live celibately if they have
healthy relationships with other adults,”
she said. “Isolation can be a problem for
clergy.”

In speaking about child sexual abuse
and pedophilia she said such issues come
in waves and the latest wave is survivors
of satanic ritual abuse. Another disturbing

‘trend: sexual abuse by children only

slightly older than their victims.

Kelley said the answer to harassment
and sexual abuse in the church is to “edu-

cate, educate” and “Be aware: dom’t ig-
nore.”

“The church is not perceived as a re-
source for healing” she said. But she
points out the Department of Health, Edu-
cation and Welfare lists 31 recommenda-
tions for dealing with child abuse and 27

Er]them list the church as a place to seek
elp.

The 40-workshop event was initiated b
Most Rev. John Vlazny, bishop of Winons
It marked the 100th anniversary of Pop
Leo XIII's eneyclical letter on th

church’s social service and action pro
grams. The involvement of both clerg
and laypeople at the same sessions is :
new direction for these seminars. Abou

400 of the 1,000 people employed in the
diocese attended, A

Keynoter was Most Rev. James W. Ma.
lone who talked on “Proclaiming Our
Best-Kept Secret: Catholic Social Values
for the 1990s.”

Today’s sessions include an open forum
on sexual conduct and ministry. The
speaker is Rochester attorney George
Restovich, diocesan attorney during the
case of former Rochester priest Thomas
Adamson, who was accused in civil court
cases of sexually abusing boys in several
Minnesota churches.
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By PAULINE WALLE
Lifestyle Special Writer

WINONA — The attorney
for the Winona Diocese said
Wednesday that a new policy
dictating that employees in
the diocese be questioned
about sexual abuse is not
flawless but is a start toward
protecting children.

George Restovich of Roch-
ester was leading a workshop
for Catholics on sexual con-
duct and ministry. He was
legal counsel when the dio-
cese was sued for not report-
ing sexual abuse by the Rev.
Thomas Adamson, who
served in Rochester and sev-
eraj other churches in the
diocese.

Restovich called the new,
seven-page policy a “liability
prophylaxis.” It is for all em-
ployees or applicants who
would come in contact with
children. It will require them

Post-Bulletin

iocese draft
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s sex-abus

“We know some people who sign
these papers and have a problem will
lie to us. But it’s a start.”

George Restovich

to sign documents saying
they had never been accused,
arrested or convicted of sex-
ual misconduet.

“We know some people
who sign these papers and
have a problem will lie to
us,” he said. “But it’s a start.”

The policy will make the
rounds of clergy and lay em-
ployees for their - reaction.
Most Rev. John Vlazny, bish-
op of the 20-county diocese,
or his designee will be re-
sponsible for implementing
it. :

Restovich said the docu-
ment calls for suspending

someone accused of sexual
misconduct until investiga-
tion, and firing or removal of
the - employee if abuse ‘is
proven,

- Priests are considered

priests for life but if it is-

recommended by experts, the
bishop may take steps to re-

move him. from office, Resto- -

vich said.

Part of the problem for the
Winona Diocese, Restovich
said, was that specialists
didn't recommend Adamson

- be removed from the pres-

ence of children. After treat-
ment, “We were assured that

Father Adamson didn’t have
any problems anymore and
look what happened to us.”

A reporting law already on
the books requires church
leaders to notify law enforce-
ment or social services when
they become aware of abu-
sive behavior.

“It is important for us to
understand our roles, and to
try to make sure we don't do,
or do something to permit,
this kind of problem to con-
tinue,” Restovich said. “We
as a church and church lead-
ers will be judged more
harshly. There is no room for
error here.”

Adamson has been relieved
of his duties and is living in
Wisconsin, Although the dio-
cese technically has no liabil-
ity for him, Restovich said if
he géts in trouble again, “The
Diocese would still be sued
because of the deep pockets

3A
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theory.”

The children most likely to
suffer from sexual abuse the
most are those who have had
problems all along, he said.
“You won't see class presi-
dents and ‘A’ students exhib-
iting signs of abuse.”

A woman in the audience
challenged him on the state-
ment, saying that overachiev-
ers might not report abuse
because of fear they won’t be
believed. It affects each child
differently, she said.

He said each issue would
be handled on a case-by-case
basis.

Restovich said his concern
for the future was the area of
volunteers. He encouraged
their talents and involvement
in church activities but pre-
dicts there will be a big case
somewhere in the country in-
volving sexual abuse by a
volunteer in the church.
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Sex-abuse suits against clergy take toll on lawyer

By TONY KENNEDY v SRR | N s T e I AT A -
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meoney atlorney Jeffrey Anderson
makes, Ihe [ess he beliaves in or-
ganized religlon.

Anderson ls one of Lhe natlon’s
top speclalists In sex-ghiuse law-
auity a]goiml clergy, experts in
the ligld zay, He has handled
more than 100 cases in the paut
savan years and seftled about 30
of them, earning more than §15
million for his clients and mil-
lions more for himself.

Earlier (his month, he filed the
first sex-abuse lawsuit ever
against a laman Catholle bishop
In the United States. The prelate,
Bishop Joseph A. Farrarlo of Ho-
nolulu, has repeatedly denled the
iiccusativn, :

While his practice has made
him tlch, Anderson gays il has
also taken a psychological Loll.

“t would very much like to ba
able Lo practice my own faith,"
sald Andersan, who was ralsed

* Lutheran. "But there's nothing |
have learned that has been faith-
afflrming.

“1 deal with shatiered lives and
serious distortions of the human
personalily because of the serious
abuse clergy membera of all
faiths Inflict"

Thete are no reliable statistlcs
on how mnnrlmvahuu lawsuits
have been [iled ngainst cleryy,
largely becaute court documents
olten are saaled as a condition of
settlernent.

Anderson, however, estimates
that the Cathollc Church and Iis
Insurers have pald more than
$300 milllon since 1905 Lo settle
clalms of sexual abuse by priests.

Mark E. Chopko, a lawyer for
the U.S. Catholic Conference in
Washi D.C, sald Anderson's
entlmate seems grossly Inflated,
but he 3ald he knows ol no esti-
maie hept by the church.

“1 would very much like to be able to practice my own falih,”
sald Jelf Anderson, who was ralsed Lutheran. "But there's noth-

who were koown sex offenders
Ived custame-

Most of 4 )
hava been agalnat Cathollc
priests. Observers within the
church schnowledge that the
Cathalic hlararchy previously
lacked understanding of priests.
with pedophilia, a disorder In
which adulls erave sex wilh
children,

A decade or more ago, clergy

arily wera glven second chances
because "'thelr Intentions
and mere convictions made you
believe they would change," sald
Rev. John Malone, a priesl and
Izwyer In St Paul.

“Now, you don’t put them back
in the same surroundings,” Ma-
Ione sald. “Now they realize some

people are addlcted.”

He saitd lawsuits brought by
Anderson have halped all denoml-
nationg focus on the problern, But

Ing T have learned that has been falth-aMicming.

are debated, Anderson’s own rep-

utatlon In the fleld Is clear.
1 think probably more than
any altoeney In Nozth America,

yehile thore have y

been cases of "real vietimlza-

tion,” Malone said, some of the )
) o

“Everyone’s heard of Jeff,"
Catholic Conference altorney
Chopko added.

lawsults eontaln
are “way out of Jine.”
While the merils of his lawsuits

Jelt is associnted with sults David Clohessy, who has & sex-
against churches and churei or-  aliuse fawsult pending against a
gonlzations for sexual abuseand  priest In Missour, said he hired
miscanduct,” said psychologist Anderson beeause hie “combines
Gory Sch diree-  that toug with a real

tor of the Walk-Tn Counseling sensllivity,

Cunter in Minneapolis,

“] feet very comfortable alk-

AP LarerPhole

behall of vietims and accused
clergy members, sald Anderson
has remalined “very sincere”
about his now-lucrative cause.
“We get very few complainta
about Jeff and It's very common
for cllents in these kinds of cases

i 1o start hating their attorneys,”
i Schoonor :aid, “IUa nof very

| cheapto emplay him, bul hell

j rlso take the cases that aren’t

i big-bucks cases, ”

Anderson, who works in a St.
Paul law firm of about eight law-
yers, takes cases on contlngency
and keeps up to 40 percent of any
settlement

A lormet publle defender, his
fIrst sex-abuse caso was a refec-
ral from a Catholle colleague
who didn't have the slomach for
allacking the church.

“I'm oot intimldaied by the
power or Lhe prestige of any Insti-
tutlon,” sald Anderson, U4, a self-
proclaimed lormer “hipple.”

While investigating bis first ¢)l.
enl's apeusalions againal the Rev.
Thomas Adamson, the priest ad-
mitted (oa d0-year history of sex-
ual abuse of baya in Minnesote.
Anderson filed lawsvits on behalf
of 10 ofhers who contend Adam-
son abused them.

“When [ realized how wide-
sgnad and firm It was, they (the
chureh) wanted to settle It for &
huge amount of money, but I felt
it couldn‘t be done because 1
would be aart of thelr conspiracy
of silence,” Anderson said.

After one of those cases wenl
to Irial, alury last year returned
it 4355 milllon jury verdict, In-
clod|ng $2.7 million in punitive
damages, A ]‘udfz, howover,
slanhed the punitive domages to
$187,000, and Anderson has
appenled.

Anderton says he regeives con-
siderablo hate mall from pengle
who identify themselves ag Chris-
{hans. One such missive is framed
in his office: *You are the scum
maggot of this country.”

*The Ironle |11.||v|p‘i Iiému ask
me, is that (he wark I do s Chris-
Fian," Anderson siii, “For every
aulf we file, wa help to bring
change.”
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Catholics

grapple
with sex

abuse

By GAYDA HOLLNAGEL
Of the Tribune staff

When the Rev, Bruce Ball
was accused Jast Fall in
Clark County of fondling a
teen-age boy, La Crosse di-
ocesan officials removed
Ball from his duties at St,
Mary's parish in €olhy.

Removing a priest from
active minlstry is now stan-
dard procedure in the di-.

. ocese when priests or ather
‘workers are accused of sex-

ually abusing children, said

diocesan lawyer James

Birnbaum,

- But a St. Paul lawyer who
specializes in sexual abuso
cases said that while many
dioceses, including La
Craosse and Winona, have
policies for dealing with
sexual misconduct, a uni-
furm mtlunal poIicy is

Jet't'rei R‘ Anderson said
last week lawsuits will eon-
Linue until the National Con-
ference of Cathalic Bishops

adopts a comprehensive pol-

ley for dealing with sexual
malfeasance and applies it
uniformly in every diocese,
‘“They have to acknowl-
edge Erlvnu:[y and publicly
ave o ﬁroblem Until
they o, it will continue ta
be a prulﬂcrn.” he said,
Lloyd Rediger, a Iose-
ville, Minn., author and con-
sultant on sexual issues in

-ministry, estimates 10 to 15

percent of Protestant clergy
engage sexual misconduct,
Three ta 4 ]:ercent are pedo-
philes invalved in sexual
abuse of children, he said.

* Redijger said he knows of
ho statistics on Catholic
clergy, but counselors in

.. general believe they mai

have mare problems wit
sexual misconduct than

-other clergy,

Ball, who pleaded no con-
test to the ¢ arges filed last
fall In Clark Caunty, this

s JPI‘II'IE Wi accuse Il‘l-

kson County on two felo-
ny charges of daring two
‘boys to expose themselves.
ose charges were dis-
misged this month by a
Jackson County Circuil

. judge on condition Bali net

right seatencing this fall In
rk County case. He

faces live years In prison.

* Anderson said he has 140

- eases of sexual misconduct

fehtﬁng against U.S. Catho-
Ic priests. He didn'l know
how many eases are pend-

' ing naticnwide but specu-
- lated they are in the

hundreds

Cases of sexual miscon:
‘duct involving clergy draw
more fuhllc interest that

nvolving average citi-
zens, Rediger gaid,

“It becomes exotic be:
cause wa ask so much of
clergy,” he sald.

Despite the publicity, few
clergy of any denomination
are jnvolved in sexual mis-
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Officials: Abuse not as prevalent as it may

B8y GAYDA HOLLNAGEL
Of the Tribune staff

exual misconduct by priests may be

S & rare occurrence despite nation-
al reporls that point to a surge of
such incidents, Lz Crosse and Winona
diocesan representatives say.

James Bimbaum, who handles legal
matters for the La Crosse diocese, said
some of the complaints recently publi-
cized nationally dale back as far as 20
or 30 years ago.

“It gives the impression that it's
more prevalent than it is," Birnbaum
said.

The Rev. Gerald Mahon, vicar gener-
al of the Winona discese, agrees.

Mahon said he's handled fewer than
one complaint 2 year on average during
the five years he’s held the diocesan

t A

post. .

Mahon didn't specify the nature of the
complaints, but he said some allega-
lions were true and some were false,

In one instance, he said, the diccese
was able to provide help for both the
perpetrator and the victim.

Both Mahen and Birnbaum said di-
oceses have hecome more aware in re-
cent years of how traumatic sexual
abuse is for victims. For that reason,
they said, when an incident occurs, di-
oceses now offer to help victims abtain
counseiing.

Accusations of sexual misconduct are

being made more frequently against
e in all helping professions, not
t priests, Birnbaum said. “It's doe-
tors, it's lawyers, it's teachers, it's all
kinds of professionals. Anybody who
g:als rg: people who have problems,"
54

Mahon said he doesn't believe celi-
bacy is a factor in sexual misconduct
by priests,

Sexual misconduet, or addictive pat-
terns of any kind, oceurs when people
are unable lo deal in a healthy way
with their problems or their own sexuy-
ality, hebis:gid... ; pri

"The er question for priests to re-
solve is, ‘Do [ have healthy relation-
sl‘ngls and a healthy lifestyle?" ** Makon
sai .

Seminarians in the Winona diocese
now receive counseling about sexual
issues during their studies for the pries-
thood to help them form healthy atti-
tudes, he said.

The seminarians coming in for train-
ing in recent years are “much maore
open about their rersnnal struggles”
and are quite willing to discuss their
problems and concerns about sex, he

said.
Birnbaum, who has defended

teachers, priests and other profession-
als charged in sexual misconduct cases,
said part of the reason for the increase
in cases is that people are more aware
of sexual abuse issues,

Charges have

Sexuz] mi: duct charges ag
some priests have made all priests

Aware of the need for caution in their
iministries, diocesan officials say.
I think we've all become more care-

ful, and sometimes that doesn’L feel
good," said the Rev. Gerald Mahon,
viear general of the Winena diocese.

Mahon said there is a “heightened
‘awareness'' among priests that even a
casual hug or other innocent gesture or
comment can be misconstrued,

Priests worry about being alone with

Lawyer: Church

Last year, Twin Cities lawyer Jeffrey
R. Anderson successfully won a case
against the St Paul-Mi polis Arch-

qupriests W

“parishioners for any reason, ineluding
private counseling sessians, he said,
"'As a minister you don't want to be

; overly cautious,” Mahon said. “It'sa

thin line. I think priests are trying to
learn how to walk that line."”

The Rev. Michael Gorman, chan-
cellor of the La Crosse diocese, said he
also sees signs that priests sre con-
cerned about how their actions may be
perceived. "‘Sometimes I hear people
say, 'You can't even hug a kid any-
more. You can't even pat them on the

seem

alking a thin line

back ' "

Priests also are more aware of the nesd
ta understand their own sexuality and de-
velop healthy attitudes about it, Mahon
said. He said & recent three-day workshop
on sexuality offered by the Winona di-
ocese drew 30 priests. The session was
not mandatory but was offered as an
opportunity for personal growth,

Mahon said Iay psople are aware of
sexual misconduct issues, but he said he
doesn't believe the awareness has made
them more cautious in their relationships
with priests.

tried to cover up priest’s behavior

men and women over a 20-year periad.
Anderson has charged that the di-

diccese and the Winona diocese for inci-
dents involving the Rev, Thomas
A A AA

* ol

/ was of
molesting altar boys in several parish-
5 in both dioceses inciuding Caledonia
‘and Rochester in the Winona diocese.

Among Anderson's mast recent cases
is the one against the Rev. James K.
Porter, accused in Massachusetts and
Minnesota of molesting more than £0

attempted to cover up Porter’s
behavior by moving him from one par-
ish to another.

Lloyd Rediger, 2 Roseville, Minn.,
author and consultant on sexual issues
in ministry, said moving clergy who get
inlo trouble from parish lo parish has
been most d
tions, not just the Catholic church.

Rediger, who spent 19 years working
for the Wisconsin Confe