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Vicar for Clergy Database 

Clergy Assignment Record (Detailed) 

Rev Michael D. Buckley 

Current Primary Assignment 

Birth Date 11/4/1927 Age: 
Birth Place Los Angeles, california, USA Deanery: 
Diaconate Ordination 
Priesthood Ordination 4/27/1955 
Diocese Name Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

Latin 

Date of Incardination 
Religious Community 
Ritual Ascription 
Ministry Status 
canon State 

Deceased 

Diocesan Priest Incard Process 0 
Begin Pension Date 

Seminary 
Ethnicity 

St. John's Seminary, Camarillo 
American (USA) 

Fingerprint Verification and Safeguard Training 

Date Background Check 

Virtus Training Date 

Assignment History 

Assignment 

Deceased, Internment at Holy Cross Cemetery, Culver City. 

St. John of God Retirement and care Center1 Los. Angeles Resident, 
Retired with No Faculties, FACULTIES REVOKED 9/1/1995 

Sick Leave 

Inactive Leave, ABSENT WITHOUT LEAVE 

Administrative Leave 

Immaculate Conception catholic Church, New Cuyama Pastor1 Active 
Service 

St. Catherine of Alexandria catholic Church, Avalon Pastor, Active Service 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church1 New Cuyama Pastor1 Active 
Service 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, New Cuyama Pastor1 Active 
Service 

Beginning Date Completion Date 

5/1/2007 

2/12/1997 5/1/2007 

12/12/1994 3/31/1997 

3/7/1994 12/11/1994 

2/25/1994 3/6/1994 

1/25/1987 2/24/1994 

12/25/1986 1/24/1987 

1/25/1986 3/31/1994 

5/1/1980 12/24/1986 
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St. Augustine Catholic Church, Culver City Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque Catholic Church, Lomita Associate Pastor 
(Parochial Vicar), Active Service 

Sacred Heart catholic Church, Pomona Administrator, Active Service 

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque Catholic Church, Lomita Associate Pastor 
(Parochial Vicar), Active Service 

St. Sebastian Catholic Church, Santa Paula Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic Church, Santa Ana Associate Pastor 
(Parochial Vicar), Active Service 

Active Leave 

St. Francis Medical Center of Lynwood, Lynwood Chaplain, Active Service 

Harbor General Hospital/UCLA Medical Center, Torrance Chaplain, Active 
Service 

St. Philomena Catholic Church, carson, Resident 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, Monrovia Associate Pastor 
(Parochial Vicar), Active Service 

Epiphany Catholic Church, South El Monte Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 

St. Charles Borromeo catholic Church, North Hollywood Associate Pastor 
(Parochial Vicar), Active Service 

Sacred Heart catholic Church, Los Angeles Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 

Visitation catholic Church, Los Angeles Associate Pastor (Parochial Vicar), 
Active Service 

St. Pius X catholic Church, Santa Fe Springs Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 
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12/5/1977 1/28/1979 

1/3/1977 12/4/1977 

7/1/1976 1/2/1977 

10/7/1975 6/30/1976 

6/16/1975 10/6/1975 

1/25/1971 6/15/1975 

2/4/1970 1/24/1971 

7/26/1966 2/3/1970 

5/15/1965 2/3/1970 

5/15/1965 7/25/1966 

11/27/1962 5/14/1965 

5/14/1962 11/26/1962 

1/26/1960 5/13/1962 

8/22/1957 1/25/1960 

12/12/1956 8/21/1957 

5/10/1955 12/11/1956 



ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
1531 WEST NINTH STREET 

LOS ANGELES 15, CALIFORNIA 

DUnkirk 8-8101 
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Lear Monsgr., 

We were informed to cor:.tact you. We request the removal of 
Rev. Michael Buckley from this immediate area. 

We do not wish to go intc detail here. You may contact the 
Pastor. He has been informed. 

If this is not done, we may pickett the rectory. 

Irate Parents 
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12/91. Letter from REDACTED. sent to Bishop Fisher an .:orwarded to me. 
Called Mr. REDACTED who related the following: REDACTED 
REDACTED I had a number of awful experiences in my life and this 
was only one of them -- but, because it involved a priest, it did affect 
and confuse me./ I was 13-14 yrs. of age I answered phones and doors 
at the rectGry Innocents, L.B. One visiting priest(wbo'd come 
every week or to be a cordial friend of REDACTE.I2, _ ~- _ _ • I He'd 
come to the • He would give me an affectionate embrace -- that's 
the way it began. progressed to the point of a passionate kiss. When · 
that happened, it scared me and I backed away. He'd back me into a 
corner. There was never any genital contact nor attempt at rape, but full 
kissing on the mouth and full physical embraces. On a lot of occasions, 
he had alcohol on his breath. There were 6-10 experiences of this kind./ 
My davtime i is REDACTED I I Check file/ Talk to REDACTED/ Meet 
with REDACTED 
12/91. Calied f3~D~AC_I~g ____ he- was defensive about Buckley. Said that in 
those years Fr. Buckley was chaplain at Lynwood Hospital. REDACTED. had 
also called REDACTED to relate the story. 

I 
I 

./ 
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C 0 N FID ENfJAL 

VICAR FOR CLERGY NOTES REV. MICHAEL BUCKLEY 

February 17, 1994 

Testimony by phone re Michael Buckley by REDACTED 

Have had this inside me for 30 years. Can no longer hold this in. The recent 
REDACTEDcase back here on East Coast affected me a great deal. 

I had a memory of being abused bya Catholic priest. 

Immaculate Conception, Monrovia, where I grew up. Father Buckley was 
transferred to Harbor General. 

He made friends with my family; was there a lot. Within a year of going to 
Habor General, my parents gave him permission to take me with him for a 
weekend. I believe it happened more than once, but ONCE I clearly remember 
staying overnight at Harbor General in his room. 

Slept in same bed that night and that is when it happened: Felatio. He 
performed felatio on me and forced me to do it to him. Veiled threat that I 
couldn't tell anyone. 

Within a year, I was taking drugs. Got on drugs and alcohol for 20 years. 

I am sober for many years now and am free and o.k. even back in-el-"'v~ 

Note: Father Buckley was assigned to Harbor General May 15, 1965. 
REDACTED at that time was 14 years old. 

REDACTED = vounger 
REDACTED 
and classmate.) 

brother of REDACTED REDACTED 
(T. Dyer friend 
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NOTES - Priest: Rev. Michael Buckley 

CO NFI OENTIAL February 19, 1994 

Meeting: Monsicrnors Dyer REDACTED· • _ and REDACTED 
REDACTED sister and brother) 

Not present: REDACTED mother of REDACTED 

Phone # • s: REDACTED 

REDACTED 
_ _ reports that he was molested by Father Michael Buckley 

over a period of 5 years (1970-75) from 8th grade thru high school. It 
was gradual, starting with back scratching and playing around. It 
progressed to oral copulation and masturbation performed on REDACTED 
Father Buckley asked REDACTED to reciprocate. REDAc-l::ED said he tried once, 
but just couldn't do it. 

Father Buckley also stuck his penis between REDACTED legs until he 
ejaculated. He talked about anal intercourse, but never tried it. 

This serious abuse took place about 10 to 15 times. "It stopped the 
night my sister walked in my bedroom and caught him in bed with me. 
My mother confronted him, insisted he never come back to their house, 
and then personally reported the matter to Cardinal Manning." 

REDACTED and his sister REDACTED say that Father Buckley admitted his 
behavior to Mrs. REDAcTED., defended that behavior as normal and alright, 
and said Mrs. REDACTEDwas making too much of it. 

FAther Buckley often toldREDAC~ED about his other sexual activities, 
picking up young men and taking them to motels, etc. He assured REDACTED 
there was nothing wrong with this. When REDACTED attempted to go to 
~2Dfession to Father Buckley, he again assured him nothing was wrong. 

RCALA 000990 

[ said: "He did let me go to Confession. Never gave me a big penance."] 

REDACTED , 
1.r.;~o~~ 'h;m 

REDACTED 
KI::UAL.;II::U 

REDA~TED younger brother, reports that Father Buckley 
fondled his genitals, forcefully, on several occasions. 
older brother, walked in on and witnessed this abuse. 

claims Father Buckley tried the same behavior on him 

REDACTED related his experiences in a forthright and matter-of-fact 
manner. He said he wn11lnn't be reporting this now, but for protecting 
potential victims. REDACTED had counseling through Orange County Mental 
Health, in which a therapist, who happened to be Christian, led him 
through a visualization process thar hPlnPn him deal with his hurt 
and then "forgive" Father Buckley. REDAC~ED _' is presently 
-Manager of the REDACTSD ~E-DACTED 

These molestations started while Father Buckley was assigned to 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Santa Ana, and continued while 
he served at St. Sebastian Parish, Santa Paula. 
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NAME: ~. t\1\ICJ-ti\-EL (bAN) GtAC!.<LfLj 

PERSON MAKING ALLEGATION:_ REDACTED 

~ 
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DATE INITIATED: ~ 1<; ''i l.f 

REDACTED 

. 
REPDRTmLUGATION:.~~~C~~~;~\d~~~~~~e~s~+~~~~=~~~~~~~~:=~~~~~~~~~~~~c-~;~) 0 ~ 1 : 

hd cl M..viL.S +-o+-~ 

ARCHDIOCESAN ATTORNEY/INSURANCE NOTIFIED: (date), ____________ _ 

THERAPISTS/DOCTORS: ---------­
(priest! 

1\.lYD l"ttoAIM. Coll/i'"AirREDACTED 
lHERAPISTSIDDtTBRS: _ 
(for others] 
fll>vo~ ·. P 

A.QQITIQNAL SBNTAB:r 
PERSBNS. .tHo~~ REDACTED 

_4.~ b I T1011.1A-L Coll,l\1\c:i 

ABVBBATES/ATTBRNEY:.REDACTED 

CASE CHRONOlOGY: 

tED ACTED 

l 
( 

C Ml .C..,I7"-- REDACTED ( a.s W ..J..o ~ J- d!~ ~ ...:., ....,....._):,~) 

-z./1 5 
Mg: ~lt, RED~CTED . _ c;tre~ ~ ,..._J,.~ ~EDACTE~ 
CAll! /'"1~ jy N.c....J ~~~ .lo"Ct.-#.o.....,- Af'tr~,. 4d+ J x ', (.,...,'-" 

; 

"Jrt. f2..-.c~ 1 1\, <;........p. ov-4.1 ~6b== -h ~ f...-t~ 6:.1- <4 . 
1: ,,· u. ,4Stf ' . ( c.A./J..... .-u4 -fw.,;:!J!!J: -N wed... /fw.'"'· p ~ 
z~ca.~ .1.-o, RED~CTED . . • ,;.A.- ;t.c. 13 = ...;.. ~J-

REDACTED ~ ft!. d. , ft1L L-:.. Lt ;., s....,t··--J..P &. f-='...M-.:4, . 
- • • I 
_REDACTED IV"f 1:-&.. ..:t r.J:,.,.,..f) ( i~, ;e/ 
~- (3. ~tub ,......( + ~1- iJ W rpc. 'J/r{~l{, 11~ 

REDACTED 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
MEMORANDUM 

F«!bruary 20, 1994 

TO: Cardinal Mahony 

FROM: Father Timothy Dyer 

RE: Fr. Michael (Dan) Buckley 

On February 17th and 19th two independent allegations of sexual abuse 
of minors by Fr •. Dan Buckle¥ were reported to· this Office. 

In the first case,REDACT~~CTED _ (brother of REDACTED --REDACTED 
REDACTED _ _ and my classmate) reported that when 
Fr. Buckleywas transferred from Immaculate Conception, Monrovia 
(where he inet him in 1982) to. Harbor General Hospital (1965) he Kept 
him overnight in hii room and performed and forced :REDACTED to perform 
a number of sexual acts. Mr. REDACTEDnow lives rnREDACTED and will 
write us a .version of these events along with submission of therapy 
bills. 

The second case was reported by Mr. RED~CTED _ who, ~the 
company of his sister,REDAcrEo, here in the Office, toldREDACTED md 
me that Fr. .Buckley had engaged. him and several of his brothers in 
sexual acts during the time that Fr.. Buckley was assigned to 
Immaculate Heart parish in Santa.Ana (1971-75). One of his sisters 
caught Fr. Buckley hi his (REDACTED • bed: one night when Father was a 
guest in the family home. Mrs. REoAcrE~ ~,. accompanied by a fciend, . was 
given an appointment with Cardinal Manning who promised Fr~ Buckley 
would never again be given. an assignment which included proximity to 
children .. (There is an undated phone message to Msgr. Rawden in the 
file indicati:iJ.g that Mrs . .REDACTED. had alleged child molestation. There is 
no record of follow-up. ) ,REDACTED, and his sister asked that I speak to 

u91f their mother --.as she may h.aVe names of qtbgr families whose children 
~may have been affecte<!_: I am in_the process of ca1ling hE!:!:: 

Throughout the weekend I have tried to locate Fr. Buckley. I left three 
messages on his machine on February 18th -- instructing. him to be in 
my office at noon on February 19th. I left him my schedule and 
numbers. He made no contact. When I got home from the office last 
night (Saturday, 19th). I found a recorded message from him from 11:00 
am. I have continued calling since last night and find that he now has 
his phone recorder turned off. If I cannot reached him by tonight, I 
will ask Msgr. to make a trip to New Cuyama tomorrow. 

M,sgr . .IJ is already planning to be at the weekend Masses 
(February 26-27th) to announce that Fr. Buckley will not be returning 

to_~~~ J_ - -/L ~ ~ 

~ d- 7/t;~-
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Archdiocese of Los Anseles 

February 25, 1994 

Rev. Michael D. Buckley 
Immaculate Conception Church 
4793 Cebrian 
P 0 Box 257 
New Cuyama, CA 93254-0257 

Dear Father Buckley: 

Office of 
'wkar for Clergy 
(213) 251-3284 

1531 
West Ninth 
Str<!!et 

Los Angeles 
c..!lfomla 
9001S-U94 

After repeated calls to you throughout last week--since February 17, you have not responded 
to messages I have left on behalf of the Cardinal. 

I must inform you that serious allegations have been made against you which must be 
confronted immediately. 

At this time, your priestly faculties are suspended, and you are relieved of duties at Immaculate 
Conception Church, New Cuyama while we investigate these allegations. 

Monsignor John Rohde will inform parishioners this weekend at Saturday evening and Sunday 
Masses of the situation in general and your absence from the parish. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

(Rev. Msgr.) Timothy J. Dyer 
Vicar for Clergy 

cc: Monsignor John Rohde, Episcopal Vicar 

REDACTED 

Pastoral Regions: Our lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San P~ro Santa Barbara 
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RE: 

REDACTED 
I spoke with _ and· asked "Do you know of any famili tes 
I should be·in touch with who may have had involvement with 
Father Buckley?• · 

I 
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Archdiocese or los Angeles 
Office of 
VIcar for Clergy 
(213) 251-3284 

1531 
West Nimh 
Street 

Los Angeles 
California 
90015-1194 

----.. ·····-··· ··------ ---------···----·-----------··------ ---- ···------·---·-·----·---

March 7, 1994 

Rev. Michael D. Buckley 
Daniel Freeman Marina Hospital 
EXODUS UNIT 
4650 Lincoln Blvd. 
Marina del Rey CA 90292 

Dear Father Buckley: 

When you came to the Chancery Office on Saturday, March 5 to 
meet with Bishop-Elect Curry and me, you brought along a friend, 

REDACTED who is also a lawyer. At the start of 
our meeting, I asked REDACTED if he was there as a friend or 
as a lawyer, and he replied that he was there in both capacities. 
At this point, Both Bishop-Elect Curry and I stated that we 
could not continue the meeting under those conditions. 

Our reason for objecting to the presence of a civil lawyer was 
that the matter we had to deal with was a religious and not a · 
civil matter. We stated that the issue involved the relation­
ship between the Archbishop and one of his priests, and that it 
was one that came within the scope of the free exercise of 
religion protected by the United States Constitution. 

As you are aware, we ask that you enter the EXODUS Unit of 
Marina Mercy Hospital today, and receive the care of professionals 
in the psychiatric unit for the remainder of this week. We will 
make arrangements for you to then fly to Washington, D.C. on 
Sunday, March 13, where you will be met by a staff person from 
St. Luke Institute, who will drive you to the Institute in 
Suitland, Maryland. Your evaluation will be from March 13-18, 
and we will discuss, at the end of that week, the recommendations 
included in the Institute's report. 

Please know that I will support you in every way possible, and 
you may call on roe at any time. Thank you for your cooperation 
with this protocol. 

May God bless you. 

In Christ, 

'!" ~ik.., 9. ~~ 
(Rev. Msgr.) Timothy J. Dyer 

Vicar for Clergy 

REDACTED 

My office phone: REDACTED 

My home phone: 
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March 8, 1994 

TO: MONSIGNOR DYER 

FROM: REDACTED 

MEMORANDUM 

RE: REV. MICHAEL BUCKLEY 

CONFIDENTIAL 

I had a call fromREDACTED at St. Luke's this morning to confirm 
that Father Buckley would be coming there for the 13th. 

I told her we were in limbo at this point a.nd she said she v.>_tll 
hold llllti1 the last minute. 

Meantime, I had another call from R~_!?~C?""'::E:I:l at the Regional Office. 
She said that REDACTED had no way of getting any money. 

REDACIED _ t is calling the New Cuyama rectory to see if they can 
work out something. 

It is not so simple as changing names on signature cards as it 
seems Father Buckley long, long, long ago closed out the bank 
account for which we have his signature. 

This came to light when Msgr. Curry contacted RED~CT!=Dt to 

<. 
v 

ask that Father Buckley be taken off the signature cards. No one 
knows what account he has been using. There is a possibility of 
finding out,if that is important. At the time he got his car 
he was asked to pay for part of the cost and he used the parish 
account and we could trace that check by way of Accounting. 

Also, FR. BUCKLEY HAS BEEN AT THE NEW CUYAMA RECTORY. WAS THERE 
THIS MORNING. TOOK OFF AGAIN AND WOULD NOT TELL REDACTED 
WHERE HE WAS GOING. PICKED UP HIS MAIL. THE INFERENCE WAS THAT 
HE WOULD BE IN TOUCH PERIODICALLY. YOU MAY WANT TO FOLLOW UP ON 
THIS. REDACTED TAPE MACHINE IS BROKEN SO I COULDN'T GIVE 
HIM THAT MESSAGE. WE CHECKED MARINA HOSPITAL AGAIN THIS A.M. AND 
HE HASN'T BEEN THERE. 

R~_l:)~~--r:E::P reported REDACTED had been going to ask for volunteers 
for the May 29 barbecue from the pulpit this weekend. She asked if 
he should hold off on that. I told her ~-
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REDACTED 

Rev. Msgr. Timothy J. Dyer 
Vicar for Clergy 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, California 90014 

Dear Msgr. Dyer: 

March 11, 1994 

Father Michael D. Buckley, pastor of Immaculate Conception Church in New 
Cuyama, ;met with me yesterday. During this meeting he shared with me 
your letter to him of February 25, 1994 in which you inform him that his 
"priestly faculties are suspended," that he is relieved of his duties at the 
parish, and that Monsignor Rohde would inform the parish the following 
weekend of the situation in general. Father Buckley informs me that the 
parish was informed that "serious allegations" had been made against him. 
Father Buckley has sought my advice and counsel and I have agreed to assist 
him as his canonical advocate. I will probably suggest to him that I be 
appointed his procurator as well. 

Accordingly, I would appreciate receiving from the Archdiocese a mandate 
for Father Buckley's signature authorizing me to serve as his advocate and 
officials of the Archdiocese to provide me with appropriate information so 
that I can effectively assist him. I am particularly interested in the acts and 
proofs generated prior to the inflicting of this de facto penalty. As you are no 
doubt aware, faculties are typically conceded habitually and enjoyed unless 
otherwise revoked for cause. Moreover, I would be interested in 
nnderstanding how it was felt necessary to violate his right to a good 
reputation. by means of the announcement at the parish. I call your attention 
to carion 220 of the Code of Canon Law as well as the succeeding canons 
whiCh further articulate the proper protection of rights in general, specifically 
canon 221. Formally, on behalf of Father Buckley I am notifying you of his 
intention to defend his reputation vigorously in accord with the norm of law. 
More particularly, he has not resigned the office of pastor and is not inclined 
to do so at this point. He remains ready and willing to apply his priestly 
efforts to the salvation of souls in service of the Archdiocese. 
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Rev. Msgr. Timothy Dyer 
March 11,1994 
Page2 

Father Buckley and I will be meeting shortly to discuss the recourse available 
to him against the Archdiocese for the loss of reputation. Since he has been 
told to vacate his residence, I have advised Father Buckley that he is entitled 
to sustenance sufficient to meet his material needs at least during the interim 
until this situation is resolved properly. I have instructed him to make 
appropriate arrangements for residence and to keep me informed of his 
activities and have also notified him that he should do the same for the 
Archdiocese. 

I look forward to hearing from you at your convenience. My office is RED~CTED -
REDACTED. • • -· _ •• My residence is REDACTED , Thank you in 
advance for your cooperation and courtesy in this matter. 

Sincerely yous in Christ, 

REDACTED 

cc: His Eminence Roger Cardinal Mahoney, DD 
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REDACTED IID31~ 1/94 13>8:43AM 

FROM: REDACTED 

PAGES (INCLUDING THIS COVER): 3 

CONFIDENTIAL. HARD COPY TO FOLLOW 

Frlday, March 11, 1994 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Tim Dyer 

FROM: Craig Cox ~ 

RE: Father Michael D. Buckley 

DATE: 11 March 1994 

I have reviewed Father REDACTED letter. Let me first note that 
Father REDACTED is a solid man and should be a good person with 
whom to work in this matter. 

Attached is a mandate for procurator-advocate for Father Buckley 
to sign in this regard. 

Attached is a draft of a letter to be sent to him. It is very 
preliminary since you and I should discuss it a bit. 

In reflecting on the situation, I do not believe that revocation 
of faculties makes sense in this situation. Since the office of 
pastor has very significant faculties attached to the office 
itself, removing the standard Archdiocesan faculties would 
accomplish very little. 

It seems to me that what we want is a number of things: 

1) that Father Buckley resign as pastor; 
2) that he be professionally evaluated; 
3) based on that evaluation, other actions may be appropriate, 

perhaps accepting an early retirement. 

If he is not willing to cooperate, we could initiate the formal 
procedure for the removal of a pastor (canons 1740-1747). My 
sense from what little you said is that we have real concerns 
about his psychological stability. This would provide a 
recognized reason for removal. 
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Archdiocese of Los Ansetes 

March 14, 1994 

REDACTED 

Dear Father REDACTED 

Office of 
VIcar for Clergy 
(2.13) 2.51-32.84 

1531 
West Ninth 
Street 

Los Angeles 
California 
90015-1194 

I have received your letter of March 11, which was sent to me by FAX 
that same date. I am happy to provide the enclosed mandate that 
would enable Father Michael D. Buckley to authorize you to serve 
as his procurator and advocate. Once we receive the duly signed 
mandate, I will-also gladly provide to you copies of materials 
relating to Father Buckley. 

Let me confess that I misspoke in my letter of February 25, 1994. 
There is no process to impose the penalty of suspension underway. 
There are indeed serious and credible allegations of behavior that 
indicate an ecclesiastical crime or crimes may have been commited 
by Father Buckley. The actions in question, however, are in the 
past and the statute of limitations provided by canon 1362 has been 
exceeded. 

The Archdiocese is not interested in imposing a canonical penalty 
upon Father Buckley. We are, however, extremely concerned about 
his ability to continue effectively in ministry due to these allega­
tions and other difficulties. Once I receive the mandate, I will 
gladly share the details more fully with you. 

The Archdiocese recognizes that Father Buckley retains his office 
as pastor, with the rights and faculties connected to that office. 
No decree of revocation of faculties has been issued to this point. 
My letter of February 25 was inaccurate in that regard. Given the 
situation, we consider him on administrative leave until a fuller 
assessment and more definitive action may be taken. The Archdiocese 
is considering the possibility of the canonical process for the 
removal of a pastor. We are, however, more than open to negotiating 
a mutually acceptable solution. 

At this point I simply do not know what Monsignor Rohde may or may 
not have said to the parish community of Immaculate conception. I 
will be consulting with him to determine what happened. Certainly, 
the Archdiocese does not intend to injure the good reputation of 
Father Buckley or any other priest. We understand his concern in 
this area and will work with him and with you to assure that his 
rights under canon 220 are respected. 
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March 14, 1994 
REDACTED 

Page 2 

Finally, the Archdiocese understands its ongoing obligation to 
provide support for Father Buckley. He will continue to 
receive his normal salary while on leave and to be covered by 
all medical benefits. The Archdiocese will negotiate an appro­
priate provision for his lodging. 

As soon as I receive the mandate, I will phone you to discuss 
these issues more fully. I look forward to working with you 
and Father Buckley. 

May God bless you. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

(Rev. Msgr.) Timothy J. Dyer 
Vicar for Clergy 

Enclosure: Mandate 

cc: Rev. Michael D. Buckley 
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Mandate for Procurator and Advocate 

In accord with canons 1481, 1484 and 1485 of the Code of Canon Law, I, Reverend 

Michael D. Buckley, hereby appoint and give my mandate to Reverend REDACTED 

JD, JCL, to serve as my procurator and advocate in any and all actions connected with my 

dispute with the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 

I authorize Reverend REDACTED 

to the issues under discussion. 

to have full access to confidential information relevant 

Th f F h REDACTED h · · '11 be d ' ed ' e extent o at er _ _ . aut onzation to act as my procurator w1 etermm m a 

discussion between us. Any limits or special mandates will be put into writing as a 

specification of this mandate. Unless and until any such additional written specification is 

presented, the Archdiocese may consider Father REDACTED as authorized to act validly 

in my name in all matters connected with this dispute except those exempted by canon 1485. 

Given by me on the _____ day of--------------' 1994. 

Reverend Michael D. Buckley 

Ecclesiastical WitnesS/Public Notary 

Official Seal 
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TO: Cardballlahony 

FROM: Father Timothy Dyer 

RE: Attached 

I would appreciate you.r rev.tewJ,ng the d:J.o8ft latter prepared by Msgr. 
Cox as a responae to tlw ~ fl"'CCa REDACTED • If you approve it, I 
will send it out today. We 'liiD thea be in a po8i&n where I can ask Fr. 

REDACTED to have Fr. Buckley ~ate w.itll ua i& the matter of 
psyclwlogical evaluation. · 

,:_ -~' 
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Archdlo<ese of Los Angeles 

March 14, 1994 

REDACTED 

Dear Father REDACTED 

Office of 
1/kar for Clergy 
(2.13) 2.51-32.84 

CONF\OENT\~L 

1531 
West Ninth 
Street 

Los Angeles 
California 
90015-1194 

RCALA 001012 

I have received your letter of March 11, which was sent to me by FAX 
that same date. I am happy to provide the enclosed mandate that 
would enable Father Michael D. Buckley to authorize you to serve 
as his procurator and advocate. Once we receive the duly signed 
mandate, I will also gladly provide to you copies of materials 
relating to Father Buckley. 

Let me confess that I misspoke in my letter of February 25, 1994. 
There is no process to impose the penalty of suspension underway. 
There are indeed serious and credible allegations of behavior that 
indicate an ecclesiastical crime or crimes may have been cornmited 
by Father Buckley. The actions in question, however, are in the 
past and the statute of limitations provided by canon 1362 has been 
exceeded. 

The Archdiocese is not interested in imposing a canonical penalty 
upon Father Buckley. We are, however, extremely concerned about 
his ability to continue effectively in ministry due to these allega­
tions and other difficulties. Once I receive the mandate, I will 
gladly share the details more fully with you. 

The Archdiocese recognizes that Father Buckley retains his office. 
as pastor, with the rights and faculties connected to that office. 
No decree of revocation of faculties has been issued to this point. 
My letter of February 25 was inaccurate in that regard. Given the 
situation, we consider him on administrative leave until a fuller 
assessment and more definitive action may be taken. The Archdiocese 
is considering the possibility of the canonical process for the 
removal of a pastor. We are, however, more than open to negotiating 
a mutually acceptable solution. 

At this point I simply do not know what Monsignor Rohde may or may 
not have said to the parish community of Immaculate Conception. I 
will be consulting with him to determine what happened. Certainly, 
the Archdiocese does not intend to injure the good reputation of 
Father Buckley or any other priest. We understand his concern in 
this area and will work with him and with you to assure that his 
rights under canon 220 are respected. 
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March 14, 1994 
REDACTED 

Page 2 

Finally, the Archdiocese understands its ongoing obligation to 
provide support for Father Buckley. He will continue to 
receive his normal salary while on leave and to be covered by 
all medical benefits. The Archdiocese will negotiate an appro­
priate provision for his lodging. 

As soon as I receive the mandate, I will phone you to discuss 
these issues more fully. I look forward to working with you 
and Father Buckley. 

May God bless you. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

rt w.-w ~ ~ . () c_,t..., 

(Rev. Msgr.) Timothy J. Dyer 
Vicar for Clergy 

Enclosure: Mandate 

cc: Rev. Michael D. Buckley 
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Mandate for Procurator and Advocate 

In accord with canons 1481, 1484 and 1485 of the Code of Canon Law, I, Reverend 

Michael D. Buckley, hereby appoint and give my mandate to Reverend REDACTED 

JD, JCL, to serve as my procurator and advocate in any and all actions connected with my 

dispute with the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 

I authorize Reverend REDACTED to have full access to confidential information relevant 

to the issues under discussion. 

The extent of Father REDACTED authorization to act as my procurator will be determined in a 

discussion between us. Any limits or special mandates will be put into writing as a 

specification of this mandate. Unless and until any such additional written specification is 

presented, the Archdiocese may consider Father REDACTED as authorized to act validly 

in my name in all matters connected with this dispute except those exempted by canon 1485. 

Given by me on the _____ day of--------------' 1994. 

Reverend Michael D. Buckley 

Ecclesiastical WitnesS/Public Notary 

Official Seal 
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An:hdlocue of Los Anseles 

March 15, 1994 

Office of 
\/lear for Clergy 
(213) 251-3284 

1531 

Street 

Los Ang.,les 
California 
90015-1194 

·---------------------- ----

Dear Parishioners of Immaculate Conception Parish, New Cuyama: 

Due to the absence from the parish of your Pastor, Father 

Michael Buckley, Cardinal Mahony has directed that this 

year's Annual Barbecue and Raffle be rescheduled to a later date. 

Thus I would appreciate your spreading the word to all those 

who have been invited to contribute to the raffle that it 

will not take place in May 1994. 

At an appropriate time, the Cardinal, in conjunction with now 

Bishop-elect Thomas Curry, will address the present situation 

at Immaculate Conception Parish, as well as the future of 

activities there, including the Annual Barbecue. 

Until then, we ask that you continue the apostolic works in 

which you have been involved, support Father REDACTED 

--for whose assistance the Archdiocese is most grateful--and 

keep Father Michael Buckley in your prayers. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~~ Q;by.. 
(Rev. Msgr.) Timothy J. Dyer 

Vicar for Clergy 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Glbrlel San Pedro Santa 8.1rbara 
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REDACTED 
~~----------~~~1=~~-

~-17-1'394 1]:27 

ln acoord with c:a.noM 1481, 1434 and l48S of the O:xle ofCtmott L.Qw, I, Reverend 
Michael D. Buckley, hueby appoint UK1 &lve my mandatil to bvorend ':-EP.~~Tf::D 
lD, JCL~ to serve u my p!OCllf'I.IOr and ~ tn any and all action• O)nnectcd with my 
dbpute wllb 1he Archdiocae of Loa AnpJet. 

REDACTED 
I au.tboriu bYmlnd --··- -· _ ---· to bavo full~ to c:onl1den&la1 tntwmatlon relevat 
to the Issues utWI8r di.lcaalon. 

'no exfdt of PatberREDACTED auUaoriration to IICt U 'IA'J ptOCUraW WUI be determined in I. 
ditCUQloa betwela us. Any limits or apcclalllllllldate~ wW be put into wriUn, u a 
~ of' this mandlle. UBlaa and until 1ft)' lOCh lddb!anal wrtu. l(*lf'lcatlon is 
pre~en~ the Archdiocea may coulcler Pather B..E.9./~~r_s~ ______ u audlorlaal &o 11:t validly 
in my .name 1ft Ill matten conncctcd wltJ\ tbll clispute =ept thole exempted by canon 1485. 

?[-~ kc-?-Olvcn by moon lhtl--~- clay ot ____________ .• 1994. 

REDACTED 
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REDACTED 

REDACTED 

Msgr. Timothy J. Dyer 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
Office of Vicar for Clergy 
15 31 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, California 90015-1194 

Dear Msgr. Dyer: 

March 17, 1994 

I am in receipt of your letter ofMarch 14. Enc1osed herewith please find the mandate 
signed by Father Buckley. I will fax a copy of this letter and the mandate to your office. 
Father Buckley would like to resolve the situation as quickly as possible. We can discuss 
the situation at your convenience. 

Thank you in ad~ce for your courtesy and cooperation in this matter. 

Sincer.elv vours in.Christ 
REDACTED 

10559 

RCALA 001018 
I 

CCI 001690 



31 ~IOCESE LA FAX REDACTED 

Mandate for Procurtltor aad AdToate 

In accord with canons 1481, 1484 and 148S of the Code ofCtmt:m Law, I, Reverend 

Michael D. Buckley, hereby appoint and Jive my mandate to Reverend REDACTED 
m, JCL, to serve as my procurator and advocate in any and all actions connected with my 
dispute with the Atchdloce~e of J..oa AnacJea. 

t autborim Rflvacnd REDACTED to have full accca to confidential intormallon relevant 

to the llsues under dlscuuion. 

REDACTED 
lbe ~«ent of Father : authorization to act u my procurator wlJl be determined in a 
diJcunion between us. Any limits or special mandate& wiD be put idto writina u a 
apeCtflc:ation of this mandate. Unleu and until any auch addltiooal written speciftcation is 
presented, tbc Archdlocae may consider Father f3~D~CTED u authorlzal tu act validly 

ln my .name in all matte~~ connected with this dispute except tho~e exemptal by canon 1485. 

1 1- <;:- luv cl---
mven by me on the---- day of-------------' 1994. 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 
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___ ........, ____ ...;ro.r:.;;:;;:_;:.::15/94::...::::.___ ' • :::u REDACTED 

Mandate for Procu ... tor aad Ad'focate 

In accord with canons 1481, 1<484 and 148S of the Code of Canon Law, I, Reverend 

Michael D. Buckley, hereby appoinllllld pvc rny mandate to ~~D~CTED 

004 

JD, JCL, to serve u my procurator and advocate in any and all actions connected with my 
dispute with the Ardtdiocete of J...oa Anplea. 

REDACTED I autborlm Reverend ____ . _ to have full accc.u to confidential information relevant 
to the luues under diacuuion. 

REDACTED The ~tent of Patbet authorization to act u my procurator wUI be determined in a. 
dlacussloo between us. Any limib or JpCdaJ mandata will be put into writlna u a 
apeclflcatlon or this mandate. Un.less and until any such additional written spec:ification is 
pruented, the An:hdioce.e may conslda' Father :REDACTED u authorized t.o act validly 
in my .name in all matlell connected with this dispute except tholle exempted by canon 1485. 

J' c l 
,---; 1'(,;(1 

Given by me on the __ . _, __ day of -------------·• 1994. 

REDACTED 
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-CONFIDENTIAl 

Archdlcx.ese of Los Anseles 

March 31, 1994 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

Dear REDACTED 

Olllced 
VIcar for Clergy 
(213) 251-3284 

1531 
West Ninth 
Street 

Los Angeles 
California 
90015-1194 

I wish to put in writing for you a summary of the events that have 
transpired since our meeting in my office on February 19, 1994. 

RCALA 001021 

Following that meeting, I called Father Buckley and could only reach 
his answering machine over the course of five days. I finally asked 
for assistance through the Dean of the area, Father REDACTED 
who put me in touch with a member of the parish. This parishioner 
told me that Father Buckley was visiting his nephew in Fresno. I then 
asked Monsignor John Rohde, the Episcopal Vicar for the Santa Barbara 
Region at that time, to announce at the Mass on sunday that Father 
Buckley was on administrative leave from the parish. Finally, on 
Saturday, March 5, Father Buckley met with me and ~~~ACT':P 
REDACT~D. We related your allegation and asked him to submit to an 
immediate psychological evaluation. He did not appear at the hospital 
as he had agreed to do, tmt he has made contact with a priest in 
Oakland, with hom we are also now in touch. Through this priest, we 
hope to return Father Buckley to Los Angeles and then send him on for 
psychological evaluation. 

While Father Buckley himself is legally and morally responsible for 
the consequences of his actions, the Archdiocese will step in at 
this point to grant immediate therapeutic assistance to you until 
such time as he is able to fulfill his own responsibilities in that 
regard. I am sorry to tell you that Father Buckley has not admitted 
to the acts alleged by you. 

I also stand ready to meet with any other members of your family or 
other persons of your acquaintance who may have similar experiences 
to relate regarding Father Buckley, as we would want to reach out in 
assistance to.them also. In this regard, I have spoken to your 
mother, as I promised. She was not able to give me information about 
others whom I should contact, but she did suggest I talk to REDACTED 
REDACTED her former neighbor. I have not done that yet, but will 
do so very soon. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

(Rev. Msgr.) Timothy J. Dyer 
Vicar for Clergy 

REDACTED 
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Arthdlotese of Los Angeles 

April 4, 1994 

REDACTED 

Dear Father REDACTED 

REDACTED 
1531 
West Ninth 
Street 

Los Angeles 
Ullfomia 
90015-1194 

Attached is a memorandum prepared by our Finance Department 
summarizing the salary situation with regard to Father 
Buckley over the last several years. 

I have not provided you with the attached addenda mentioned 
therein, but can do so if you wish. 

Thank you for your help in all the matters about which we 
have spoken in the last few weeks. I have made arrangements 
for Father Buckley to go to Mater Dolorosa Retreat House 
beginning April 4, and have made arrangements for a 5-day 
Evaluation at St. Luke Institute beginning May 1, 1994. 

Although we made every effort, it was impossible to get an 
earlier date for the Evaluation. We will arrange for Father 
·Buckley's flight to and from St. Luke's, and he can be in 
contact with my office about the details of arrival and departure. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

(Rev. Msgr.) Timothy J. Dyer 
Vicar for Clergy 

REDACTED 

Attachment 
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··~ .- · .. MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 

FROM: 

TO: 

RE: 

April 6, 1994 

REDACTED 

Monsignor Timothy Dyer 

Rev. Michael Buckley 

Monday, May 
Institute. 

I have reserved it for Michael B~~ 
REDACTED 

is our contact penon. 

;,· I 

'-I • 

/ 
·/ 

I ·• 

.·:.· 
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MEMORANDUM ~~~ 4 

~ REDACTED ~ 
U , I ,.. REDACTED 
~ ""''J/7'{ 

DATE: April 14, 1994 

FROM: REDACTED 

~---------------

TO: 

RE: Rey. Michael Buckley 

I spoke with Fr. REDACTED at New Cuyama today. In the course 
of the conversation he told me that he was about to call Bishop 
Curry with the following information (which he also gave me because 
I mentioned it was information you should have also). 

Fr. Buckley, he said, was living in Santa Maria with REDACTED 
at REDACTED The phone there is 
REDACTED Fr. REDACTED . said he had this information from 
Fr. Buckley nephew(?). Fr. Buckley is supposedly planning to be 
at New Cuyama around noon this coming Monday (April 18) to "take away 

RCALA 001024 

all this things." Fr. REDACTED says it will be more than one truckload 
he imagines. Both he and the nephew agree that Fr. Buckley is "sick". 
Needless to say, Fr. REDACTED added that if Fr. Buckley should learn 
you know of this, he will not show up there. 

I had REDAcT~ check with Mater Dolorosa (who had originally told us d. 
Buckley had arrived there a day later than expected) • Turns out t~e 
person she spoke to was in error. He had not arrived there and neVer 
has. Thus we have not proceeded further with purchase of airlin~ 
ticketS:or arrangements· for St. Luke's. Where he is due May 1, I think. 
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-----------···-------·-. ----------------- -··-- ---

MAY 13, 1994 

TO: ALL PASTORS 

FROM: MONSIGNOR TIMOTHY DYER, VICAR FOR CLERGY 

RE: REV. MICHAEL BUCKLEY 

/" 
I. i>. 

I would appreciate any help you can give me in my efforts 

to locate Father Michael "Dan" Buckley. 

If he contacts you or your parishioners, please inform my 

office--REDACTED or contact me at home--REDACTED 

If you should speak personally to Father Buckley, please 

ask him to contact me. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE 

This transmission Is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is 
addressed and may contain information that Is privileged and confidential. If the reader 
of the message Is not the Intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure. 
distribution, or copying of this information Is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
transmission In error, please notify us Immediately by telephone, and return the original 
document to us at the above address via the United states Postal service. 
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·ro: 

RE: Rev. Michael :euckl!f 

We had a call from. the Santa Bishop·. 
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JuDe %'1, 19M 

TO: . Cardinal Mahony 

FROII: p-ather Timothy Dyer 

RE: Fr. Michael Buckley 

At the suggestion of his Advocate, I believe it is time for you to notify 
the bishops of the Califernia Conference :re the situation with Fr. 
Buckley. Attached is tl1e FAX we sent to the parishes. 

I continue to try to reach Fr. Bucklay withmlt success but was just 
advised that the Joaepbites in Santa .Maria have occasionally beell 
offering him hoapitaJity (l P.Te a call in to Fr;.REDACTED. 

.. 

: .. '··~.,.' 

/ 
( 

I 

. ~~ 

':·; 

/ 
/ 
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TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECf: 

e 
FILE COPY 

Office of I53I Los Angeles 
the Archbishop 
(2I3) 25I-3288 

West Ninth California 
Street . 90015-1194 

FAX MEMORANDUM 

July 5, 1994 

Archbishop John Quinn 
Bishop John 01mmins 
Bishop Pierre DuMaine 
Bishop Donald Montrose 
Bishop William Weigand 
Bishop G. Patrick Ziemann 

Cardinal Roger Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 

Father Michael "Dan" Buckley 

Bishop Robert Brom 
Bishop Norman McFarland 
Bishop Sylvester Ryan 
Bishop John Steinbock 
Bishop Phillip Straling 

Father Michael ''Dan" Buckley is a priest of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles whom we 
need to contact in a most serious and active fashion. 

. He has been relieved of his pastorate here in the Archdiocese, and we understand that he 
)s moving about in California. 

He should not be granted temporary faculties or permission to celebrate Mass or any of 
the Sacraments. 

H you or any of your Diocesan officials hear from him, please urge him to contact me at 
once at the following numbers: REDACTED Office of Monsignor 
Timothy Dyer, Vicar for Clergy. 

Thank you very much for your assistance in this serious matter. 

REDACTED 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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-----------------~ 

Archdlcxese of Los +••• 

Reverend Michael Dan Buckley 
REDACTED 

Dear Father Buckley: 

Oftlced 
!he Archbishop 
(213) 251-3288 

July 8, 1994 

1531 Los Angeles 
West Ninth c..Jifoml.t 
Street 90015-1194 

As you know, we have been trying desperately to make personal contact with you, 
but have found you unresponsive to our various calls and our attempts to contact 
you. 

Please contact me or the Office of the Vicar for the Oergy as quickly as you can. 

With every best wish, I am 

+ ' erely y7Z1
1

Ciuis,'_ t,1ftll'.l"'flY 

Roger Mahony ' 
Arc bishop of Los Angol 

::.:1 

~EDACTEJ 

'.. ::, ···('·~~ . 

··-.·, 

Pastoralltqlons: ~'-~ ~,: ._._IAIIIIII 
~'·:." ·.·,<; . 
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~ 

------------- -

1\rchdlocne of Lo.~ 
·.t: 

REDACTED 

Josephite Fathers 
180 Patterson Road 
Santa Maria, CA 93455 

Dear REDACTED 

Office of 
the Archbishop 
(Z13) ZSI-3Z88 

July 8, 1994 

1531 Los Angeles 
\Vest Ninth L.!Jifomi.l 
Street 90015·1194 

- -- --·- ---------

I am not certain whether ypu are aware of this or not, but we have been trying ,.-
for many weeks now to make personal contact with Father Michael Dan Buckley 
-- without result. 

I understand that from time to time the Josephites offer him hospitality at your 
Josephite House there in Santa Maria. 

May I please ask that you not offer such hospitality, but, because of the 
seriousness of the issues before, that you urge Father Buckley to contact me 
directly or the Office of the Vicar for the Clergy. 

Thanking you for your assistance and cooperation in this matter, and with every 
best wish, I am 

RECV\CTED 

10502 
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DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

July 13, 1994 

REDACTED 

MEMORANDUM 

RE: Rev. Michael Daniel Buckley 

REDACTED 
REDACTED called· regarding Father Buckley. 

REDACTED received a call from REDACTED__ , Pastor of the Church of the 
Assumption, Tomales, Ca. (Marin Co.) located in the northern end of the Archdiocese of San 
Francisco. 

REDACTED 

Father Buckley apparently had called Father .. ~·~·- from Santa Maria offering to do summer 
supply. Father Buckley arrived at Assumption and did celebrate Mass there over the weekend, 
leaving on Monday, July 11. 

REDACTED 
·. Father contacted RED_ACTED • because he has some doubts about Father Buckley-­
:.Father Rt:uAc.;Jt:o impression was that Father Buckley might have had "early Alzheimer". Father 
Buckley told Father RED~~~~Dthat "he had keys to over 25 churches in Los Angeles." However, 
Father REDACTED indicated that no problems had arisen. 

Father Buckley told Father REDAcTED that he was planning to visit some friends at Russian River. 
It so haooens that Father R~~~~~:'~ knew the family also: The REDACTED Family, P 0 Box 
REDACTED 

REDACTED . 
I gave Father both the Cardmal's Office number as well as our direct number. Father 

REDACTED indicated he would call if he had any further information. 

REDACTED 
Father may be reached as follows: 

REDACTED 
Church of the Assumption 
26825 Shoreline Highway 

P 0 Box 82 
Tomales, CA 94971-0082 

Tel: (707) 878-2208 10507 
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--------·--·-··--- ----

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

DATE: 

MEMORANDUM 

Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 

Monsignor Craig A. Cox 

Reverend Michael D. Buckley 

1 August 1994 

I understand that there is a priest who is available to take over the parish in New Cuyama. 
Before such a person validly can be named as pastor, you must officially remove Father 
Buckley from office (canon 153, §1). 

In Father Buckley's absence, we do have a mandate for his advocate. I have spoken with 
the advocate with regard to this. That will simplify matters. 

Several of the reasons for removal given in canon 1741 are verified. I am sure his file 
already has all the material needed to verify this. You need to discuss the matter with two 
pastors from the list approved by the Presbyteral Council (canon 1742, §1). A conference 
call would be appropriate. A brief memo should be made of the results of that consultation, 
and they should be sent a copy to sign. 

Since Father Buckley still cannot be found, you are free to skip the requirement of trying to 
persuade him to resign. You can then move directly to the decree of removal (canon 1744, 
§2). We will issue the decree of removal to his procurator/advocate. It will take effect and 
then you can appoint the new pastor you wish. 

I will gladly provide the decree needed for the actual removal. Please proceed with the 
consultation first. As soon as that is completed, I will prepare the appropriate documents 
for you. 

10492 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Cardinal Mahony 

FROM: Father Timothy Dyer 

RE: Fr. Michael Buckley 

Chronological dates: 

2/18/94 Allegations from REDACTED 

2/19/94 Allegations from .REDACTED 

August 25, 1994: 

-- 2 I 19/94 Three messages left on the parish recording machine 

-- 2/26/94 Msgr. Rhode meets with Fr. Buckley telling him to 
· · present himself to the Cardinal's Office asap 

-- 3/5/94 Fr. Buckley meets with B. Curry and Fr. Dyer~- told to 
report to Exodus Psychiatric .Clinic on March 7th and to reside 
there until the date of his departure for St. Luke's Inst. in 
mid-March.· · 

- ~f0//9)1. Fr. Buckley does not show up at Exodus. and has not made 
· any contact with this office since that date. 

Suggested Pastors for Consultation: 

Fr. John G. Fitzgerald (Dean- deanery #1) 
Fr. Richard Loomis (Dean - deanery #3) 

RCALA 001046 
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-----------------

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
Office of 
the Nchblshop 
(213) 251-3288 

1531 Los Angeles 
West Ninth California 
Street 90015-1194 

SUMMARY OF CONSULTATION 

In accord with Canon 1742, I discussed the question of the removal of Father Michael 
Buckley from his office as Pastor of Immaculate Conception, New Cuyama, CA with 
Father John Fitzgerald, V.F. and Father Richard Loomis, V.F., both of whom are 
Pastors from the group permanently selected by the Presbyteral Council. 

On Tuesday afternoon, August 30, 1994, I held a telephone conference call with 
Father John Fitzgerald, V.F. [Queen of Angels Church, 3495 Rucker Road, Lompoc, 
CA 93436] and with Father Richard Loomis, V.F. [St. Anthony Church, 2511 South 
"C' Street, P.O. Box 2215, Oxnard, CA 93034]. 

The purpose of the conference call was for me to consult with these two canonically 
established priest advisors about the feasibility of seeking the canonical removal of 
the Reverend Michael D. Buckley, Pastor of Immaculate Conception Church, New 
Cuyama, California. This conference call discussion was in accordance with Canons 
1741- 1742 of the Code of Canon Law. 

I told Fathers Fitzgerald and Loomis that on February 18, 1994 and February 19, 
1994, two separate men reported to Monsignor Timothy Dyer, my Vicar for the 
Clergy, that Father Buckley had engaged in improper sexual misconduct with them 
years ago in a previous parish assignment. Monsignor Dyer believed the testimony of 
these two men, and on February 19, 1994 he attempted to contact Father Buckley by 
telephone. Monsignor Dyer left three separate messages on Father Buckley's 
answering machine, but Father Buckley did not return any of these calls. 

On February 26, 1994 Monsignor John Rohde, the Episcopal Vicar for the Santa 
Barbara Pastoral Region, met with Father Buckley to impress upon him the 
seriousness of this matter and of the allegations, and ordered him to present himself 
to my office as quickly as possible. 

On March 5, 1994, Father Buckley met with Bishop Thomas Curry and with 
Monsignor Timothy Dyer at the Chancery Office. Father Buckley was told to report 
to the Exodus Psychiatric Clinic on March 7, 1994, and to reside there until the date 
of his departure to St. Luke's Institute in Maryland. It was anticipated that his 
departure to St. Luke's Institute would be in mid-March. 

Father Buckley did not go to the Exodus Clinic, nor did he go to St. Luke's Institute, 
rather, he fled from the area and has remained out of contact by anyone in the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 

10488 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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SUMMARY OF CONSULTATION 
August 30, 1994 
Page 2 

I myself have written letters to various people who might see him or have contact 
with him in California, urging them to have Father Buckley contact me at once. To 
date, Father Buckley has made no effort to contact me or any responsible official of 
this Archdiocese. 

Given that the behavior of Father Buckley has been gravely detrimental to the parish 
community and given his total neglect of parochial duties, as well as the fact that 
Immaculate Conception Parish in New Cuyama must have a qualified Pastor assigned, 
I am now pursuing the Canonical procedures for the removal of Father Buckley as 
the Pastor. It is imperative that Immaculate Conception Parish have assigned an 
active Pastor who is in good standing and who is properly qualified to exercise his 
ministry for the good of the parishioners and of that parish community. 

Having explained the background and the circumstances to Fathers Fitzgerald and 
Loomis, they concurred that it was appropriate for me to proceed with the removal of 
Father Buckley. 

We have reviewed this summary and agree that it accurately reflects the Consultation. 

;}.---&.L#L..;.< 
Father Richard Loomis, V.F. 

August 30, 1994 

10489 
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Arc:hdloc:ese of los Anseles 

September 13, 1994 

REDACTED 

Dear REDACTED 

Of!keof 
\o1car ror aergy 
(213) 251-3284 

Enclosed is check in the amount of $525. 

1531 
West Ninth 
Street 

This is to cover therapy expense for REDACTED 
1994 through June 29, 1994. 

With thanks for your patience, I remain 

Sincerely yours, 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

Enclosure 

from May 9, 

10734 
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- REDACTED 
THE ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF LOS ANGELES 1531 west Ninth Street 

La> Angeles, CA 90015-1194 

. - PAY: 
.. TO THt: 

A CO .. f'OJIATION SOLii: 

INVOICE NO. DESCRIPTION 

The Roman Catholic Ardlb~hop of Lo$ Angeles 
. (A Corporation Sole) 

los Angeles, California 900 I 5-1194 

•••~••••••S2S DOLLARS AND NO CENTS 

TOTAL-

CHECK NO. 

DATE 

RCALA 001050 

~ 

A 
AMOUNT 

A 084314 
QL.VMf"I~-UNION •ftAllfC.H 

mBANKOf 
.\MERICA 

84314 

AMOY!:II • 
"'""a • ,I 

REDACTED ,, 
VOID AFTER 90 DAYS 

REDACTED ., 
r 

REDACTED 
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TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

DATE: 

MEMORANDUM 

Cardinal Roger Mahony 

Monsignor craig A. cox 

Reverend Michael Dan Buckley 

16 September 1994 

Attached is a copy of my letter to REDACTED 
Advocate for Father Buckley. 

Procurator and 

since I will be on vacation when the deadline given comes, I 
wanted to provide the following recommendations: 

1. If REDACTED believes that his mandate is sufficient to 
resign on behalf of Father Buckley, you should issue a 
letter to Father Buckley "in care of" 13~~9T_§:D _ 
accepting the resignation as effective immediately in accord 
with canon 189. You would then be free to appoint a new 
pastor. 

2. If REDACTED believes he is not able to submit a 
resignation, but if he raises no objection to the removal, 
please sign the attached "Decree of Removal" on October 10, 
and have REDACT~D _ notarize it. The original copy 
should be placed in Father Buckl~y•s file, a copy put in the 
file of the parish, a copy sent to REDACTED · - and a copy 
sent over to me. You may then appoint a new pastor. 

3. Should REDACTED raise any objections, please consult 
with one of the other canonists. or, you could wait until I 
return on October 17. It might be necessary to revise the 
text of the decree to take into account REDACTED 
objections. 

4. Finally, I am of the opinion that whatever way this 
develope, we should send the matter to the Congregation for 
the Clergy and ask that they review it. If they have any 
problem with the procedure, we should ask that they sanate 
the action. Since the Code is silent on what to do when the 
pastor is not able to be located, this would be the best way 
to assure the action will not later be overturned. We can 
discuss this on my return. 

cc: Monsignor Dyer 

10485 
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• .. .. 

TO: 
FROM: 
RE: 
DATE: 

Tim Dyer 
craig cox 

MEMORANDUM 

Michael Dan Buckley 
16 September 1994 

Enclosed is a copy of a memo to the Cardinal and other material. 

Please be sure the chronology and original copy of the "Summary 
of Consultation" is included in the file of Father Buckley, along 
with these other items. 

I think the rest is self-explanatory. Thanks. 

10484 
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Archdiocese ot los Anseles 

REDACTED 

Dear Father REoAcTEo 

Office of the 
Archdiocesan Tribunal 
(2.13) 2.51·32.45 

September 16, 1994 

933 
South Grarcan 
Street 

Los Angeles 
Cdlifornia 
90015-1100 

At the direction of Cardinal Mahony, I am writing you in your capacity as the mandated 
procurator and advocate for Reverend Michael Dan Buckley. 

As you know, Father Buckley has been absent without leave for several months. As you 
also know, he has concealed his whereabouts from any official of the Archdiocese. I 
believe he has even concealed his whereabouts from you. 

Given the pastoral needs of Immaculate Conception Church in New Cuyama, Cardinal 
Mahony must move toward the appointment of a new pastor. Therefore, he has initiated the 
procedure for the removal of a pastor as described in canons 1740-1747. 

Cardinal Mahony has determined that there is sufficient cause for removal (canon 1741). 
He has engaged in the consultation with two pastors from the group permanently designed 
by the presbyteral council for this purpose (canon 1742}. Given that Father Buckley has 
concealed his whereabouts, the Cardinal is not able to "persuade the pastor to resign" in 
accord with canon 1742. As you know, this requirerr.ent of the Code is for the validity of 
the process. The Cardinal has taken extensive steps to try to locate Father Buckley, all to 
no avail. 

As the duly designated procurator for Father Buckley, the Cardinal has asked me to write 
you in order to fulfill the requirements of the canons. We have not receive any information 
that Father Buckley has withdrawn your mandate to act in his name. Therefore, the 
Cardinal requests that you consider the reasons for removal carefully. If you are in contact 
with Father Buckley, the Cardinal asks that he submit a resignation. If you are not able to 
contact Father Buckley, the Cardinal asks that acting as his procurator you submit a letter of 
resignation on this behalf. If you believe that your mandate does not extend far enough to 
act in that way, we ask you to present to the Cardinal in writing any argument you have 
against the removal of Father Buckley from his pastorate. A period of fifteen days tempus 
utile is provided by canon 1742. Thus, we ask that you contact the Cardinal no later than 
October 7, 1994. 

10473 
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Archdiocese of los Anseles 
Office of the 
Archdioces.an Tribur.al 
(2.13) 251-32.45 

-2-

933 
South Grattan 
Street 

Los Angeles 
California 
90015-1100 

Enclosed is a summary of the consultation of the Cardinal with Father john Fitzgerald and 
Father Richard Loomis. It contains the reasons for the removal of Father Buckley. To 
summarize those reasons, it is necessary to remove Father Buckley because: 

1. He has engaged in ways of acting that are gravely detrimental to the parish 
community (canon 1741, to). 

2. He has suffered a loss of good reputation among parishioners due to his recent 
actions, especially his absence without leave *canon 1741, 3o). 

3. He has violated legitimate directives of his diocesan bishop by his refusal to 
participate in an appropriate evaluation and treatment program (canon 273). He has 
also violated his obligation of residence (canons 533, §1 and 1741, 4o). 

If you wish any further information concerning this matter, I ask that you contact Monsignor 
Timothy Dyer, Vicar for Clergy. 

Thank you very much for your attention to this matter. May God bless you. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

g r Craig~ Co~ 
enclosure: summary of consultation 

cc: Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 
Monsignor Timothy J. Dyer 

e of the Archbishop 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando S • .ln Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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Office of 153! Los Angeles 
Archdloc:ese of Los Angeles the Archbishop West Ninrh California 

1213)25!-3288 Street 90015-1194 

DECREE OF REMOVAL FROM THE OFFICE OF PASTOR 

By this decree, in accord with canon 1744, §2, I hereby remove Reverend Michael Dan 
Buckley from his ecclesiastical office of Pastor of Immaculate Conception Parish, New 
Cuyama, California. 

This action is necessary for the spiritual welfare of the People of God in New Cuyama and 
elsewhere throughout the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 

It is appropriate and necessary to remove Father Buckley for many reasons, including the 
following: 

1. He has engaged in ways of acting that have been gravely detrimental to the ecclesial 
community, including illicit sexual conduct and misuse of ecclesiastical power (canon 
1741, to). 

2. He has suffered a loss of good reputation among good and upright parishioners due 
to his recent actions (canon 1741, 3o). 

3. He has violated legitimate directives issued for his welfare and that of the Church in 
Los Angeles by his refusal to participate in the program of evaluation and treatment 
required, and by his absence without leave (canons 273, 533, §1, 1741, 4°). 

In taking this action, I have consulted with Reverend John Fitzgerald and Reverend Richard 
Loomis, both priests permanently designated for this responsibility by the presbyteral council 
(canon 17 42, § 1). They have agreed that removal is the appropriate response to the 
behavior of Father Buckley and the pastoral needs of the parish concerned. 

Father Buckley has concealed his whereabouts from all Archdiocesan officials. Despite 
numerous efforts, it has not been possible to locate him as of this time. Therefore, it has 
been impossible to fu1fi11 the requirement of canon 1742, §1, that Father Bucldev be 
oersuaded to resign. Father Buckley did name a procurator and advocate, REDACTED 

REDACTED, JD, JCL. Father REDACTED was contacted as part of this process. He did not 
oeneve ms mandate was sufficient to submit a resignation in Father Buckley's behalf. He 
did review the situation and raised no objection to the issuance of a decree of removal. 

Given Father Buckley's absence without leave, it is also impossible to fulfill the provision of 
canon 1744, §1. 

Therefore, I have determined it is fully appropriate to issue this decree of removal in accord 
with canon 1744, §2. 

rasroral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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Office of I 5 31 Los Angeles 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles the Archbishop West Nimh California 

(213.1251-3288 Street 90015-1194 

Decree of Removal of Reverend Michael Dan Buckley from the Office of Pastor 
October 10, 1994 
Page Two 

In a separate decree, I will make provision for Immaculate Conception Parish in New 
Cuyama by appointing a new pastor to care for that community. 

Issued in the Curia of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles in California on this lOth day of 
October in the Year of Our Lord 1994. 

Monsignor Terrance L. F 
Chancellor 

Archdiocesan Seal 
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TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

DATE: 

MEMORANDUM 

Cardinal Roger Mahony 

Monsignor craig A. cox 

Reverend Michael Dan Buckley 

16 September 1994 

. REDACTED 
Attached 1s a copy of my letter to Father , Procurator and 
Advocate for Father Buckley. 

since I will be on vacation when the deadline given comes, I 
wanted to provide the following recommendations: 

f h REDACTED b l' · d • ff • • t 1. I Fat er e 1eves that h1s man ate 1s su 1c1en to 
resign on behalf of Father Buckley, you should issue a 
letter to Father Buckley "in care of" Father REDACTED 
accepting the resignation as effective immediately in accord 
with canon 189. You would then be free to appoint a new 
pastor. 

2. If Father REDACTED believes he is not able to submit a 
resignation, but if he raises no objection to the removal, 
please sign the attached "Decree of Removal" on October 10, 
and have Monsignor Fleming notarize it. The original copy 
should be placed in Father Buckley's file, a copy put in the 
file of the parish, a copy sent to Father REDACTED, and a copy 
sent over to me. You may then appoint a new pastor. 

h ld th REDACTED • b · t • 1 lt 3. s ou Fa er ra1se any o Jec 1ons, pease consu 
with one of the other canonists. Or, you could wait until I 
return on October 17. It might be necessary to revise the 
text of the decree to take into account Father REDACTED 
objections. 

4. Finally, I am of the op1n1on that whatever way this 
develops, we should send the matter to the Congregation for 
the Clergy and ask that they review it. If they have any 
problem with the procedure, we should ask that they sanate 
the action. Since the Code is silent on what to do when the 
pastor is not able to be located, this would be the best way 
to assure the action will not later be overturned. We can 
discuss this on my return. 

cc: Monsignor Dyer 
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MEMORANDUM 

October 4, 1994 

TO: Cardinal Mahony 

FROM: Father Timothy Dyer 

RE: Attached 

I have spoken to REDACTED • He will ~ve no objections to your taking 
the action described in #2 of Msgr. Cox's 9/16/94 memo. The date for. 
enactment :j.s Octol;>er 10, 1994. 

• . · REDACTED 
Besides our files, copies of your "Decree of Removal" go to 
and Msgr. Cox. 

..,... . 

. REDACTED 
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INFORMATION.~he executed copies 

the Decree are ready. Origina·l for Buckley 
~ e; cc's REDACTED and parish file. 

All together in Buckley C-File. 

~CTION NOT TO BE TAKEN UNTIL October 10, the 
date of the Decree. · 

· marked to mail and file them 
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Ar,hdlo,ese of los Angeles 
Office of 
the Archbishop 
i213l25J-3288 

I 5 31 Los :\nge!es 
West Ninth California 
Street 90015-1194 

DECREE OF REMOVAL FROM TilE OFFICE OF PASTOR 

By this decree, in accord with canon 1744, §2, I hereby remove Reverend Michael Dan 
Buckley from his ecclesiastical office of Pastor of Immaculate Conception Parish, New 
Cuyama, California. 

This action is necessary for the spiritual welfare of the People of God in New Cuyama and 
elsewhere throughout the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 

It is appropriate and necessary to remove Father Buckley for many reasons, including the 
following: 

1. He has engaged in ways of acting that have been gravely detrimental to the ecclesial 
community, including illicit sexual conduct and misuse of ecclesiastical power (canon 
1741, }o). 

2. He has suffered a loss of good reputation among good and upright parishioners due 
to his recent actions (canon 1741, 3o). 

3. He has violated legitimate directives issued for his welfare and that of the Church in 
Los Angeles by his refusal to participate in the program of evaluation and treatment 
required, and by his absence without leave (canons 273, 533, §1, 1741, 4o). 

In taking this action, I have consulted with Reverend John Fitzgerald and Reverend Richard 
Loomis, both priests permanently designated for this responsibility by the presbyteral council 
(canon 1742, §1). They have agreed that removal is the appropriate response to the 
behavior of Father Buckley and the pastoral needs of the parish concerned. 

Father Buckley has concealed his whereabouts from all Archdiocesan officials. Despite 
numerous efforts, it has not been possible to locate him as of this time. Therefore, it has 
been impossible to fulfill the requirement of canon 1742, §1, that Father Buckley be 
persuaded to resign. Father Buckley did name a procurator and advocate, Reverend REDAcTED 

REDACTED JD, JCL. Father REDACTED was contacted as part of this process. He did not 
believe his mandate was sufficient to submit a resignation in Father Buckley's behalf. He 
did review the situation and raised no objection to the issuance of a decree of removal. 

Given Father Buckley's absence without leave, it is also impossible to fulfill the provision of 
canon 1744, §1. 

Therefore, I have determined it is fully appropriate to issue this decree of removal in accord 
with canon 1744, §2. 
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Otfice of 1531 Los Angeles 
Arc:hdloc:ese of Los Angeles rhe "'.rchbishop Wesr ~inrh C'lifornia 

r,ZI3rZ51-3288 Srreet 90015-1194 

Decree of Removal of Reverend Michael Dan Buckley from tbe Office of Pastor 
October 10, 1994 
Page Two 

In a separate decree, I will make provision for Immaculate Conception Parish in New 
Cuyama by appointing a new pastor to care for that community. 

Issued in the Curia of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles in California on this lOth day of 
October in the Year of Our Lord 1994. 

Mons1gnor Terrance L. F 
Chancellor 

Archdiocesan Seal 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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NOTES TO FILE: REV. MICHAEL (DAN) BUCKLEY (typed 11/8/94) 

Fr. Dan BuckleyREDACTED - Phone conversation with her re: Buckley 

4/19/94 REDACTED - Shell Beach, CA: 

- Molestation of their children by Fr. Buckley - told R~DACTED 
REDACTED 

- They're very well off; would probably talk to you, but wouldn't ever press 
charges. 

- They are both alcoholics - but believable - I know them very well. 

- Came by looking for money for his pictures and went to the Regional Office for 
money. 

- Fr. Buckley has two houses - Nippomo, CA- getting $3,000/month from those 
rentals -and that's what he's living on. Questionable as to where he got money 
to build them (built them with "his savings 11

). 

- Asked her to have the REDACTED call me. 

Fr. Dan Buckley - Places where Buckley has been 11Sighted" since 5/94 

5113194 REDACTED 
-·-o-- - -----

- Three weeks ago, he contacted me- said he'd come by, but didn't. He was in 
Petaluma, California and said he'd been invited by a couple to go to Spain. 

REDACTED 

- Last week - he was here - stayed with parishioners who took him out to 
breakfast - they said he was staying withREDACTED in 
New Cuyama. Said he'd be contacting folks in Parish this weekend or early 
next week. 

5/20/94 REDACTED 

- Pastor of Nippomo called the Chancery to ask if Fr. Buckley could be given 
faculties to celebrate in that Parish - Also Fr. Buckley's with the "Cross of 
Peaceu group (visions ... ) 
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NOTES TO FILE: REV. MICHAEL (DAN) BUCKLEY (typed 1118/94) 
Page 2 

5120194 REDA?TED 

- He's wandering around our diocese. REDACTED will try to contact him to 
report in. 

6/3/94 REDACTED 

- Fr. Dan Buckley came in last weekend and Tuesday, May 31 - asking to get 
some help in San Diego - saying he was no longer in his Parish/says Fr. Dan 
Buckley very forgetful - "not the man I used to know." 

8118194 REDACTED 

- Called to say she grew up with Fr. Buckley and that he'd forced his way into her 
home several times this summer - harrassing her to be allowed to live in her 
home. 
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()~ .1,, /?'7.$ 

/0 .·ou Q-v-....J 

~R~~D 
--------------------------------------------~~~~ 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

August 24, 1995 

Re~. Mi~~~el ~uckley 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 
Dear Father 

REDACTED 
1531 
\Nest Ninth 
Street 

Los ~g.,re;­
Califomia 
90015-1194 

It has come to my attention by way of the Santa Barbara Regional Office 
that you have presented the address of your residence in Santa Maria. 
Until now, we have had no address and no means of corresponding with you 
since you left New Cuyama. 

There are a number of things that need to be discussed about your present 
status and living arrangements, but the priority remains your need to 
make an appointment to see Cardinal Mahony regarding the issues 
surrounding your departure from Immaculate Conception Parish. 

As you have been informed, serious allegations have been made to this 
Office, and you have not responded to these. The Cardinal asked that you 
enter a process of evaluation and, after agreeing to arrangements for 
such a process on two occasions, you did not come forward as promised. 

I now appeal to you again to meet with Cardinal Mahony as soon as 
possible. so that the oroblems facina you can be resolved. You may call 

REDACTED to arrange a date and time for such 
a meeting. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

(Rev. Msgr.) Timothy J. Dyer 
Vicar for Clergy 

REDACTED 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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MEMO: 
FROM: 
DATE: 

RE: 

rn filP. (....­
REDACTED 
August 29, 1995 
Fr. Michael D. Buckley 

Subsequent to my conversation with Msgr. Cox, I indicated to 
REDACTED that the sample decree revoking faculties from 1992 which 

REDABrED had givend mde hhad come un
1
der critibcisf!l l?Y. Rotmed, and dt:t:at Msgr. 

recommen e t at a pena process e ~n~t~a e accor ~ng to 
c.l717. She will obtain a sample of the decree initiating this 
process, 21nd I will di <u'nl"'g the mr:~t_t:~r with Fr. Buckley's 
advocate, R_EDACTED .. REDACTED said ~~DACJE:.D was frustrated, and 
told Msgr. Dyer that he had given up on the case. 

I then consulted REDACTED . He indicated that 
Fr. Buckley no longer contacts him because he knows he will 
encourage him to meet with the Cardinal. He says Fr. Buckley is 
very hard to find. Fr.REDACTED believes he is very ill, and that 
his illness may be in part organically based (heart disease) . He 
has been up and down the coast talking with anyone who will 
listen, and each time we look worse and worse. There is no 
correspondence between his perception and reality. 

I asked him if he was still advocate for Fr. Buckley. He said 
he does not believe he formally renounced Fr. Buckley's mandate. 

I indicated that Fr. Buckley has been known to function 
publicly as a priest, that an address has appeared for him, and 
the office of Vicar for Clergy has requested his faculties be 
revoked, but that Msgr. Cox suggested a penal process be 
initiated and faculties revoked in that context. REDACTED 
indicated that revoking faculties outside a process would be 
problematic. 

REDACTED indicated that it would be desirable to have Fr. 
Buckley sequestered, but everytime we approach him he flees, and 
therefore he wonders if we can serve process. At the same time, 
he acknowledged that all we have is the process. 

I asked ~~D~C!EE ____ whether he intended to continue as advocate 
for Fr. Buckley. He indicated that he would for the integrity of 
the process, but may want to reconsider his role when Msgr. Cox 
returns. He said to check to see if his mandate is current. If 
not, have the Cardinal appoint him advocate for Fr. Buckley, if 
he will allow him to practice canon law in his jurisdiction. 

I askedREDACTED if he had any objections to the initiation 
of the penal process. He said, of the grounds, that lack of 
residence was weak, but disobedience to the Cardinal was serious 
and he would have no objections to the initiation of the penal 
process on the·grounds of disobedience. 'He has failed to present 
himself, to explain himself, and to honor the Cardinal's 
legitimate orders. • 

After the citation, REDACTED would like to see the acts. 

Any correspondence to Fr. Buckley should be copied to Fr. 
REDACTED and this should be indicated on the correspondence along 
with Fr. REDACTED address and private phone number, as follows: 

REDACTED 
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MEMO: 
FROM: 
DATE: 

RE: 

to file ~ 
REDACTED 
August 29, 1995 
Fr. Michael D. Buckley 

REDACTED 

I met with regarding the case of Fr. Buckley. She 
provided mP wirh ~nnies of the Decree of Removal from the Office 
of Pastor,REDACTED Letter to him of August 24, 1995, and a 
sample of a decree revoKing faculties from 1992. 

I consulted Msgr. Cox, who is on vacation. He indicated that 
the decree revoking faculties from 1992 had come under criticism 
by Rome since it was given outside a canonical process to observe 
the rights of the priest. 

Msgr. Cox recommended that a penal process for full suspension 
be initiated according to c.1717, and faculties be revoked as a 
caution according to c.1722, before he disappears again. 

1. The qrounds are unlawful absence and disobedience to REDACTED 

REDACTED I inquired if unlawful absence were viable insofar 
as Fr. Buckley has been removed from office as pastor. Msgr. 
Cox indicated that he had disappeared before his removal. 

2. Speak with Fr. Buckley's advocate, ~~DACTED . Let 
him know we have Fr. Buckley's address, that we want to open a 
penal process and revoke his faculties, and ask if he has an 
objections to a penal process of lack of residence and 
disobedience. 

3. The Cardinal signs the decree opening the penal 
investigation [c .1717] . REDACTED has samples of these. 

4. Msgr. Cox is auditor. 

5. Come up with a penal libellus [c.1718, par.1] 

6. Send Fr. Buckley the citation [c.1720, no.1] to appear 
before REDACTED-- - for a hearing for various ecclesiastical 
crimes. 

7. Send Fr. Buckley the decree [c.1722} revoking his faculties 
with wording such as, 'This measure is taken for purposes 
described above as a temporary measure pending further 
canonical action.' 
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DECREE 

At this time, I have received information which appears 
indicative of the fact that serious offenses against the Church 
may have been committed by Reverend Michael Dan Buckley. On the 
basis of this information, it appears that Father Buckley has been 
accused of disobedience to his Ordinary, in accord with canons 273 
and 1371, no. 2 of the Code of Canon Law. 

Due to the seriousness of this information and by virtue of 
canon 1717, I hereby decree that the prior investigation of a penal 
process be opened, and that a cautious investigation be undertaken 
concerning these allegations and Father Buckley's imputability, in 
order to determine whether it is necessary to take further action. 

In addition, I hereby appoint REDACTED 
REDACTED, to serve as auditor, and I direct him to conduct on my 
behalf an appropriate investigation into the facts and circumstances 
of this matter and the related question of Father Buckley's 
imputability in accord with the norm of law. 

Given at the Chancery on this 29th day of August, 1995. 

REDACTED 
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PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION 

The following preliminary investigation to a penal process has been 
initiated in the case of Reverend Michael Dan Buckley by decree of 
August 29, 1995, according to canon 1717 of the Code of Canon Law. 

THE FACTS 

A review of confidential documents indicates that Father Buckley has 
engaged in ways of acting that have been gravely detrimental to the 
ecclesial community, including illicit sexual conduct and misuse of 
ecclesial power, and that he has suffered a loss of good reputation 
because of his acts. 

As a result, Father Buckley was legitimately ordered to enter a 
process of evaluation at a residential treatment facility on March 5, 
1994, however did not appear; and again on December 12, 1994, however 
absented himself before accommodations became available. 

Furthermore, Father Buckley has refused to appear before his 
Ordinary for the purpose of resolving his non-compliance, as requested on 
July 8, 1994 and August 24, 1995. 

Moreover, Father Buckley has consistently failPrl tn rPt11rn telephone 
calls or messages or to inform his Ordinary or theREDACTED of 
his whereabouts, required for fruitful communication. 

Father Buckley was lawfully removed from the office of Pastor 
because of his conduct and absence without leave, by decree of 
October 10, 1994. 

THE LAW 

Canon 273: Clerics are bound by a special obligation to show 
reverence and obedience to the Supreme Pontiff and to their own Ordinary. 

Canon 1321, par. 3: Unless it is otherwise evident, imputability is 
presumed whenever an external violation has occurred. 

Canon 1323, no. 4: The following are not subject to penalties when 
they have violated a law or precept: a person who acted out of grave 
fear, even if only relatively grave, or out of necessity or out of 
serious inconvenience unless the act is intrinsically evil or verges on 
harm to souls. 

Canon 1341: Only after he has ascertained that scandal cannot 
sufficiently be repaired, that justice cannot sufficiently be restored, 
and that the accused cannot sufficiently be reformed by fraternal 
correction, rebuke, and other ways of pastoral care, is the Ordinary then 
to provide for a judicial or administrative procedure to impose or to 
declare penalties. 

(cont.) 
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Canon 1371, no. 2: The following are to be punished with a just 
penalty: a person who wrongly does not otherwise comply with the 
legitimate precepts or prohibitions of the Apostolic See, the Ordinary, 
or the Superior and who persists in disobedience after a warning. 

SUMMARY 

RCALA 001073 

Father Buckley is bound to comply with the legitimate orders of his 
Ordinary, according to canon 273. Failure to do so is punishable by the 
imposition of penalties, according to canon 1371, no. 2. 

Father Buckley failed to comply with the legitimate orders of his 
Ordinary when he refused to enter a process of evaluation at a 
residential treatment center. Notwithstanding, he was ordered to appear 
before the Ordinary for the purpose of fraternal correction and pastoral 
persuasion, according to canon 1341. This course of action was repeated 
once again in the best interests of Father Buckley, without success. 

The imputability of Father Buckley's lack of compliance is evident 
according to the presumption of canon 1321, par. 3. Moreover, this 
imputability cannot be removed by factors such as fear or inconvenience 
because of the pertinence of his lack of compliance to grave acts which 
pose a harm to souls, according to canon 1324, no. 4. 

Based on this preliminary investigation, it will be up to the 
Ordinary to determine whether Father Buckley has violated the norm of law 
as to obedience, is subject to penalties, and is imputable, and if so, 
whether a penal process is to continue, according to canon 1718, par. 1. 

, REDACTED 
Father Buckley s advocate, "cu/"\vocu 

has been consulted, and has no objections to a penal process on the 
grounds of disobedience to the Ordinary. 

Given at the Chancery on this 31st day of August, 1995. 

REDACTED 

REDACTED I{+-..,. 
v 

lEDACTED 
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DECREE 

on August 29, 1995, I directed that the preliminary 
investigation to a penal process be undertaken to examine the 
allegations of serious offenses against church law committed by 
Reverend Michael Dan Buckley. After a careful examination of 
these activities and the question of imputability and on the 
basis of the proofs which have now been gathered, it is clear 
that a process for declaring a penalty should be set in motion. 
It likewise appears that such a process is expedient in light of 
canon 1341 in view of the fact that it has not been possible to 
effect a reform of Father Buckley and in view of the scandal and 
injustice which his actions pose. 

As required by canon 1718, I therefore decree that the 
preliminary investigation of this penal process be closed; and I 
hereby determine on the basis of the proofs which have been 
gathered that an administrative penal process be set in motion in 
accord with the norms of canon 1720. 

In accord with the requirements of law, Father Buckley is to 
be informed of the accusations which have been made. He is to be 
provided with the opportunity of examining the proofs which have 
been gathered, and he is to be given sufficient time to prepare a 
self-defense. Should Father Buckl~v nP~irP r.~nnnir.~l ~~~i~rance, 
he may consult with his advocate, REDACTED J.D., 
J.C.L., to whom he has given his mandate. 

Finally, I hereby appoint Reverend 
Reverend to serve as 
me in the consideration of the proofs and 
associated with this penal action. 

and 
assessors and to assist 
arguments which are 

Given at the Chancery on this 31st day of August, 1995. 

Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 

Rev. Msgr. Terrance L. Fleming, S.T.D. 
Chancellor 
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RPVPrPnrl Mi rhc:JP l n- "R1JCkley 
REDACTED 

Dear Father Buckley, 

As you know, serious allegations as to your conduct have come 
to my attention. As a result, I have ordered that you enter a 
process of evaluation at a residential treatment center on March 
5, 1994, and December 12, 1994, to which you have not complied. 
Moreover, our records show that numerous attempts to contact you 
in order to address these concerns have been unsuccessful. You 
have failed to comply with my legitimate orders as your Ordinary. 

Therefore, I have now initiated the administrative penal 
process in your regard, according to canons 1717 to 1731 of the 
Code of Canon Law. The grounds on which the case is to proceed is 
disobedience to the Ordinary, in violation of canon 273. The 
penalty I am prepared to impose is full suspension of the 
exercise of priestly office, according to canons 1333, and 1371, 
no. 2. 

I wish to inform you of your right of defense in this case, 
according to canon' 172 0 I no. l. For this purpose r I r as your 
diocesan bishop, hereby cite you to appear in my office on [one 
month from projected receipt] . I stronqly recommend that vou 
consult your advocate, ReverendREDACTED . 
who can assist you in responding to this matter. 

Moreover, as a provisional measure and in the interest of the 
public good, I am revoking your priestly faculties effective 
immediately, as per the decree of September 1, 1995, enclosed, 
according to canons 142, par. l and 1722, pending the outcome of 
the administrative penal process. 

Assuring you of my prayers for the special guidance of the 
Holy Spirit at this time, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

cc: REDACTED 
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· Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

September 1, 1995 

Rev. Mirh~Pl n ~.~~loy 

REDACTED 

Dear Father Buckley: 

Office of 
the Archbishop 
(213) 251-3288 

1531 
West Ninth 
Street 

Los Angeles 
Ullfomla 
90015-1194 

RCALA 001076 

As you know, serious allegations as- to your conduct have come to my 
attention. As a result, on March 5, 1994 and again on December 12, 1994 
I ordered that you enter a process of evaluation at a residential 
treatment center. You have not complied with either of these orders. 
Moreover, our records show that numerous attempts to contact you in order 
to address these concerns have been unsuccessful. You have failed to 
comply with my legitimate orders as your Ordinary. 

Therefore, I have now initiated the administrative penal process in your 
regard, according to canons 1717 to 1731 of the Code of Canon Law. The 
grounds on which the case is to proceed is disobedience to the Ordinary, 
in violation of canon 273. The penalty I am prepared to impose is full 
suspension of the exercise of priestly office, according to canons 1333 
and 1371, no. 2. 

I wish to inform you of your right of defense in this case, according to 
canon 1720, no. 1. For this purpose, I, as your diocesan bishop. hereby 
cite you to appear in my office on Thursday I October 26 I 1995 at 10 A.M. 
L strongly recommend that you consult yoo.:r advocate, Reverend .REDACTED 

REDACTED J.D., J.C.L., who can assist you in responding to this matter. 

Moreover, as a provisional measure and in the interest of the public 
good, I am revoking your priestly faculties effective immediately, as per 
the decree of September 1, 1995, enclosed, according to canons 142, par. 
1 and 1722, pending the outcome of the administrative penal process. 
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Reverend Michael D. Buckley Page 2 

Assuring you of my prayers for .the special guidance of the Holy Spirit at 
this time, I remain 

Rev. Msgr. 
Chancellor 

cc: REDACTED 

leming, S.T.D. 

cere~la·~~.~~ 
inal Roger M. 
bishop of Los 
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DECREE 

The administrative penal process has been initiated in 
the case of Reverend Michael Dan Buckley, according to 
Canon 1717. 

In order to safeguard the public good against scandal and 
to ensure the integrity of this process, I, as Ordinary, hereby· 
revoke the faculties of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles which I 
heretofore entrusted to Father Buckley, including the faculty 
of preaching mentioned in canon 764, according to canons 142, 
par. 1 and 1722, the promoter of justice having been heard and 
Father Buckley cited. 

This revocation is effective immediately, is imposed for 
the purpose described above as a temporary measure pending 
the outcome of the administrative penal process. and is to be 
communicated in writing to Father Buckley. 

Given at the Chancery on this 1st day of September, 1995. 

Rev. Msgr. 
Chancellor 

cc: REDACTED 

. Fleming, S.T.D. 
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,.....,. ~ENDER: Complete items 1 and 2 when additional services are desired, and complete items 3 and 4 . 

. -C your address in the "RETURN TO" space on the reverse side. Failure to do this will prevent this 
card from being returned to you. The return receipt fee will provide you the name of the person 
delivered to and the date of delivery. For additional fees the following services are available. Consult 
postmaster for fees and check box (9s) for additional service(s) requested. 

1. !Xkshow to whom delivered, date, and addressee's address. 2. 0 Restricted Delivery. 
3. Article Addressed to: 4. Article Number 

Rev. ~lichael D. Bucklev 
REDACTED 

p 054 289 677 
Type of Service: 

0 Registered 
ertified 

Express Mail 

0 Insured 
0 COD 

Always obtain signature of addressee or 
agent and. DATE DELIVERED. 

8. Addressee's Address (ONLY if 
requested and fee pazd) 

DOMESTIC RETURN RECEIPT 
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OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

SENDER INSTRUCTIONS 
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article. 

o Endorse article "Return Receipt 
Requested" adjacent to number. 
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11"0 ... 

CARDINAL ROGER MAHONY 

1531 WEST NINTH ST. 

.LOS ANGELES CA 90015 
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DECREE 

The administrative penal process has been initiated in 
the case of Reverend Michael Dan Buckley, according to 
Canon 1717. 

In order to safeguard the public good against scandal and 
to ensure the integrity of this process, I, as Ordinary, hereby 
revoke the faculties of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles which I 
heretofore entrusted to Father Buckley, including the faculty 
of preaching mentioned in canon 764, according to canons 142, 
par. 1 and 1722, the promoter of justice having been heard and 
Father Buckley cited. 

This revocation is effective immediately, is imposed for 
the purpose described above as a temporary measure pending 
the outcome of the administrative penal process, and is to be 
communicated in writing to Father Buckley. 

Given at the Chancery on this 1st day of September, 1995 . 

Rev. Msgr. 
Chancellor 

cc: :REDACTED 

. Fleming, S.T.D. 
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·----------

MEMORANDUM 

TO: File &..-

FROM: REDACTED 

DATE: September 1, 1995 

RE: Fr. Michael D. Buckley 

I have consulted REDACTED , as Promoter of 
Justice regarding the revocation of Fr. Buckley's faculties, according 
to canon 1722, in the context of the administrative penal process 
which has been initiated. 

REDACTED has reviewed the file, and believes that Fr. Buckley 
poses a threat to the common good. He has no objections to the revoca­
tion of faculties. 
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MEMORANDUM CONADENllAl 

September 1, 1995 

To: Cardinal Mahony 

F 
REDACTED rom: 

Re: Rev. Michael Buckley 

Things are progressing apace in this "process." However, REDACTED 
has just called me to say that you will need to appoint two "assessors". 
This was done before and one of them,REDACTED REDACTED • can 
continue in that capacity--but the other is nowREDACTED 
and should be replaced. 

T t was necessary to consult with a REDACTED 
REDACTED has contacted REDACTED 
b~ seeing him early this afternoon.* 

and Father 
in that regard and will 

~ NEED A DATE FOR AN APPOINTMENT FOR YOU TO SEE FATHER BUCKLEY ON OR t/ ~FTER OCTOBER 5, and I have given ~.S.9A<2.T~~---- ____________ a copy of this in 
hopes he can let me have that after checking your calendar. 

*-Although the penal process is administrative. such a consultation is 
necessary for the revocation of faculties! (Am I ever learning!) 

~- )~ k~ :Pi 

~~~----~ 
+ R~ttM 

r-t- rs-
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DECREE 

The administrative penal process has been initiated in the 
case of Reverend Michael Dan Buckley, according to canon 1717. 

In order to safeguard the public good against scandal and to 
ensure the integrity of this process, I, as Ordinary, hereby 
revoke the faculties of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles which I 
heretofore entrusted to Father Buckley, including the faculty of 
preaching mentioned in canon 764, according to canons 142, par. 1 
and 1722, the promoter of justice having been heard and Father 
Buckley cited. 

This revocation is effective immediately, is imposed for the 
purpose described above as a temporary measure pending the 
outcome of the administrative penal process, and is to be 
communicated in writing to Father Buckley. 

Given at the Chancery on this 1st day of September, 1995. 

Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 

Rev. Msgr. Terrance L. Fleming, S.T.D. 
Chancellor 

cc : REDACTED 
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September 5, 1995 

TO: 

FROM: 

Monsignor Dyer 
REDACTED 

----------------- ---------· ·-

MEMORANDUM 

RE: Michael Buckley Case 

With the help of REDACTED , the revocation of Father Buckley's 

RCALA 001087 

faculties went out to him certified mail on Friday, September 1, along 
with a cover letter signed by Cardinal Mahony. Also in the file is a 
decree initiating an administrative penal process, which Msgr. Cox 
advised Father Mike by phone needed to be issued prior to the revocation 
(as the last time we did something like this "Rome didn't like it" 
because of the absence of that preceding decree. 

The next step is for the Cardinal to appoint (as part of still another 
decree) two Assessors to assist ..... [with consideration of .. proofs ... and 
arguments ...... ]. While one of the two Pastor Consulters who served in 
the process of removing Father Buckley from the pastorate, Rev. John G. 
Fitzgerald, can be one of these two assessors, the other--Msgr. Loomis-­
should not be inasmuch as he is now Vicar for Clergy-Elect. The Cardinal 
indicated he cannot move on this now because you have the list of Pastor 

,Consultors. The latest one in my file was undated as of February 1993. 
'I think it is the newest. However, REDACTED name does not 
appear on it. Rather than give it to him now, I have attached it for you 
to submit to him soonest. If there is a later list, please use that 
instead (I should have a copy also). 

Both the decree now needed and a two-na2e explanation of PRELIMINARY 
INVESTIGATION sent over by REDACTED (who also spoke with the 

R_Ei?~QJg:Q ____ -------· ~-sDt-.9"J.:ED _______ .! in line with correct procedure) are on 
my computer. I have already printed out one copy of the latter for the 
file. 
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CONADOOlAL 
MEMORANDUM 

September 11! 1995 

TO: Cardinal Mahony 

FROM: Father Timothy Dyer 1l 

RE: Fr. Buckley-- Initiation of Penal Process 

REDACTED 

The attached memo from indicates the steps which were taken in 
the Fr. Buckley case while I was away on vacation. 

The next step involves your appointment of two assessors to begin the 
Penal Process. f3.E.P~CJ~'2-~---- is not on the list of Pastor Consultors. I 
would recommendREDACTED (Deanery 2) and REDACTED 
REDACTED (Deanery 4). [As you will note from a quick review of the 
.Pastor Consultors list {2/8/91). there is serious need for revision and I 
will take a copy of this to REDACTED at our 9/18-19 meeting]. ,, 

. REDACTED 
In regard to this case, Msgr. Cox has contacted J the 
appointed Advocate, who says he has finally received some 
communication from Fr. Buckley. REDACTED understands the urgency 
but relayed through Msgr. Cox his desire to delay a bit on initiation of 
the Penal Process while he urges Fr. Buckley to adhere to your original 
order for psychological evaluation at St. Luke's. 
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Office of 1531 Los Angeles 

Archdiocese otl.oii-Anseles the Archbishop 
(213) 251-3288 

~t Nimh Cdllfomia 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

September 20, 1995 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

Cardinal Roger Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 

Srreet 90015-1194 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Canonical Penal Process: Father Michael D. Buckley 

The Archdiocese of Los Angeles is presently involved in a Canonical Penal Process dealing 
with Father Michael D. Buckley, the former pastor of Immaculate Conception Parish in New 
Cuyama. 

In order for me to proceed forward, it is necessary that I involve two priests from our 
official list of Canonical Assessors. 

Consequently, I am asking each of you to assist me in serving as one of my assessors in this 
matter. As the case develops, I will be sending you copies of all of the materials and I will 
be seeking your views on the plans and decisions that I would have in mind dealing with this 
case. 

I do not anticiiJ•~ 
can be ue&INIIJI!!III 

of us tog•st:M 

it will be necessary for us to meet in person. I believe that the matter 
··llld by telephone conference call, thus avoiding the need to bring all 

could send me a brief confidential letter agreeing to serve as a 
me in this matter. 

Thank you so very much for your willingness to assist me and our Archdiocese in this very 
serious matter. 

cc: Monsignor Craig Cox 
Monsignor Timothy Dyer 

REDACTED 
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TO: 

FROM: 

RB: 

MEMORANDUM 

NOYelllller 29 I 1995 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

Fr. Michael Buckley 

REDACTED from the dicoese of Monterey called to say 
that Fr. Buckley has been frequenting Carmel Mission. Evidently, he 
complains about L.A.'s treatment and makes himself available for 
service. REDACTED suggested I write a lette cJo him and he will see to 
it that the pastor of the Mission receives. it with their cover letter. 

So ••• 
To Whom It May Concern, 

Fr. Michael Buckley, incardinated priest in the AD of L.A.; 
is urgently requested to return to Los Angeles to meet with 
the Cardinal. Fr. Buckley is presently wi~ut faculties and 
should not be allowed to offer ministerial service in any 
diocese. Presently, the Archdiocese is without an address for 
Fr. Buckley and efforts to communicate directly with him 
have failed. 

There is at this time a serious concern in the Archdiocese for 
Fr. Buckley's health as well as the well-being of those who 
may be in his COJilp&.ny. Several attempts to return Fr. 
Buckley for treatment have been unsuccessful. Anyone 
holding personal influence over Fr. Buckley is urged to 
direct him to return to Los- A:Iyteles for continued care. 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

November 30, 1995 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

Office of 
\iicar for Clergy 
(213) 251-3284 

1531 
'vilest Nimh 
Street 

Los Angeles 
W!ifomia 
90015-1194 

Father Michael Buckley, incardinated priest of the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles, is urgently requested to return to Los Angeles to meet with 
Cardinal Mahony. 

RCALA 001091 

Father Buckley is presently without faculties and should not be allowed 
to offer ministerial service in any diocese. 

At this time, the Archdiocese is without an address for Father Buckley, 
and efforts to communicate directly with him have failed. 

There is at this time a serious concern on the part of the Archdiocese of 
Los Angeles for Father Buckley's health, as well as for the wellbeing of 
those who may be in his company. Several attempts to get him to return 
for treatment have been unsuccessful. Anyone holding personal influence 
over Father Buckley is urged to direct him to return to Los Angeles for 
continued care. 

(Rev.Ms~.) Timothy J. Dyer 
Vicar for Clergy 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 

CCI 001763 



Arc:hdloc;ese of Los Anseles 

November 30, 1995 

REDACTED 

Diocese of Monterey 
580 Fremont St. 
P.O. Box 2048 
Monterey, CA 93942-2048 

Dear FatherREDACTED 

REDACTED 
1531 
West Ninrh 
Street 

Los Angeles 
CaJifomia 
90015-1194 

RCALA 001092 

Monsignor Dyer, who is away from the office today, asked me to send you 
as soon as possible the enclosed "To Whom It May Concern" notice 
regarding Rev. Michael Buckley of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 

He indicated you would forward it to the Pastor of the Carmel Mission. 

With thanks for your assistance to us, I remain 

Sin.c..er.eJ_y yours, 
REDACTED 
REDACTED 
REDACTED 

Enclosure 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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MEMORANDUM 

To: Cardinal Roger Mahony 

From: Monsignor Richard Loomis 

Date: Monday, January 22, 1996 

Re: Father Dan Buckley 

Your Eminence, 

I met with Father Buckley this afternoon. Unfortunately, the priest who was going to go with me 
had to cover a funeral at the last minute. So, I met him alone. We had a cordial but guarded 
conversation over lunch at the Santa Maria Inn Restaurant between about 1:00 and 2:00 in the 
afternoon. 

His memory is failing. He had to ask several times what Bishop Curry's and Monsignor Oyer's 
names were. Much of his conversation was a reverie on his assignments. He claims that no one 
ever explained what the allegations made against him were all about He wants to retire and begin 
receiving his pension. He believes there is a pension check being held for him at the ACC. 

I explained that his pension had not yet started because he had not yet retired and was not yet 70 
years old (he says he will be in November). The checks that were being held in the REDACTED 

were salary checks and that we were holding them because he had not cooperated with our 
requests that he have a psychological evaluation and seek whatever therapy might be warranted -­
his current status is "sick leave;" that is his assignment right now- if he will not take part in the 
assignment, he does not get paid. I encouraged him to come in and do what was being asked of 
him. I explained that if he wanted to go over the allegations, I would be happy to sit down with him 
at the office and go over the whole thing. He said he tried that once but Bishop Curry and 
Monsignor Dyer would not talk to him because he brought a lawyer with him. I told him he had to 
make a choice. We could go over the matter priest-to-priest (which is what I would prefer) or if he 
brought a lawyer, I would ask for his name and address and our attorney would contact him. Such 
an action would place an attorney between himself and his Ordinary and if he chose such a course 
he would be placing himself on an "Inactive• status. He said that he had tried to get a canonical 
advocate but that he had not done anything and had charged him $500. I explained that if he 
wanted to retire, he needed to write to you asking to retire and then we would see what would be 
needed. 

When I asked him for an address and phone number, he once again gave the address and phone 
number for the REDACTED Restaurant and said his mail could go there. 

Da-fr'- L 9 J.-~ -:bk ~: 
~({A~ 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

January 22, 1996 

Reverend Michael D. Buckley 
REDACTED 

Dear Dan, 

REDACTED 

~OIPY 
1531 
West ,\linch 

Los Angeles 
c...Jifcmia 
90015-1194 Scree! 

I was very happy to meet with you today. I am writing to summarize the pertinent parts of 
our conversation. 

You asked about retiring. To do so you must write a letter to the Archbishop requesting 
retirement. He will then reply with whatever steps might be needed. 

I have checked with the Pension Plan Office and there is not a check waiting for you from 
the Pension Plan at this time. Bishop Curry must have been referring to the salary checks 
which are being held in the Vicar's Office. Your current assignment is "'sick leave," but 
you have not cooperated in reporting to that assignment. I strongly encourage you to 
cooperate with the psychological evaluation being requested of you as part of your sick 
leave. 

You mentioned that no one has explained the allegations that have been made against you. 
They are serious allegations and cannot be avoided. As I said today at lunch, I will be 
happy to go over them with you. Just give me a call and we can set up an appointment. 
However, as I mentioned, if you bring a lawyer with you, that will create a problem. We 
should be dealing with this priest-to-priest. Your relation to the Archdiocese is not a legal 
matter. It is an ecclesial matter. If you insert a lawyer between us, then our lawyer will 
necessarily be between us, too. Not the relationship I think the Lord desired and not the 
one I want. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Reverend Monsignor Richard A. Loomis 
Vicar for Clergy 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angeis S.an ;.,r,.;ndo San G.abriel S.an redro Santa Barbara 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Pastors & Administrators 

FROM: Monsignor Richard Loomis ~ 
DATE: February 23, 1996 

SUBJECT: REVEREND MICHAEL D. BUCKLEY 

As you know Father Michael "Dan" Buckley has been on "Sick-Leave Status" for some time. I 
am sorry that we need to notify you in this way, but we are asking you as Pastor or 
Administrator, that if Father Buckley comes to your parish, please do not allow him to minister, 
and ask him to call this office. 

Your cooperation is most appreciated. 
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REVEREND MICHAEL D. BUCKLEY 

Appointments 

St. Pius X., Santa Fe Springs -Associate 05/10/55 
Visitation, Los Angeles - 12/12/56 
sacred Heart, Los Angeles - Associate 08/22/57 
St. Charles, North Hollywood - Associate 01/26/60 
Epiphany, south El Monte - Associate 05/14/62 
Immaculate conception, Monrovia - Associate 11/27/62 
St. Philomena, Torrance - Residence 05/15/65 
Harbor General Hospital, Torrance - Chaplain 05/15/65 
st. Francis Hospital, Lynwood - Residence/Chaplain 07/26/66 
Active outside - 02/04/70 
Immaculate Heart, Santa Ana - Associate 01/25/71 
st. Sebastian, Santa Paula - Associate 06/16/75 
St. Margaret Mary, Lomita - Associate 10/07/75 
Sacred Heart, Pomona -Administrator 07/01/76 
st. Margaret Mary, Lomita - Associate 01/03/77 
St. Augustine, Culver City - Associate 12/05/77 
Immaculate Conception, New cuyama - Administrator 01/29/79 
Immaculate Conception, New cuyama - Pastor 05/01/80 
st. Catherine, Avalon - Pastor 12/25/86 
Immaculate Conception, New Cuyama - Pastor 01/25/87 
In Transition - 04/01/94 
Sick Leave - 12/12/94 
st. John of God Retirement and care center, Los Angeles - Residence 02/12/97 
Retired - 04/01/97 
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Last:Buckley 

color Blue 
Title:Rev. 

CLERGY DATABASE 

First: Michael 

RCALA 001098 

Middle:D. 

February 1994 Father will be going to Mater Dolorosa Dendinq SLI Evaluation. Fr. 
r!Alled Msgr. Dyer 06/17/94 and left a number ~EDACTED . 8/18/94 MS. REDACTED 

REDACTED, to say that Father had been there harrassing her to stay at her house. 
10 f 21/9 4 REDACT~_D attorney, Mr. REDACTED . ANOTHER VICTIM ( 10 /2 5/9 4 l tr . ) : REDACTED 

REDACTED Bishop Amat Memorial High School. 06/06/96 Dr. REDACTED informed the 
Vicar that he was wrapping up his sessions with ~~Q~C..IE-12. --··--. Be is doing much 
better, and he will only need to see him as needed. 09/30/96 a woman by the name 
of REDA~TED called the office. She identified herself as property manager for 
Father. She is very concerned about him because the last time she saw him he was 
very confused and could not remember things. She is making arrangements for him 
to go live in one of his properties. She had a phone number for him, but was 
told that he no longer lives there, he was renting a room from the person who 
cuts his hair. Sister REDAcTED says he is very disoriented and probably in the 
early stages of Alzheimers. He will not trust anyone from the Ad., but seems to 
trust this Sister whom he has known for many years. 11/14/96 Phone call from Sr. 
REDACTED at Marian Medical Center: on Monday, Nov. 11, Fr. checked himself out 
against medical advice. No one knows where he is. 12/10/96 Fr. Buckley's Sr. 
(818) 249-1800 -- Be has been hospitalized at Brittany Manor in Long Beach. 
02/07/97 Be was transferred to St. John of God Nursing Home. Be is in the 
Alzheimer's Ward. 03/24/97 Card. Mahony accepted his resignation; he retired on 
04/01/97. 
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Diocese of Orange 
Sexual Misconduct Concerns Toll Free Reporting Line 

Date of Call: 

Caller: 

Call Returned: 

3/08/02 12:27PM 

REDACTED 

3/11/02 1:OOPM 

REDACTED , 

Mrs. advised that her three brothers all had been sexually molested 
by Father Michael Buckley while he was "visiting~~ at Immaculate Heart of 
May Parish in Santa Ana, CAin the late 1960's and early 1970's. 

Fr. Buckley was a friend of the family. There are~"~brothers and sisters. All 
are graduates of Mater Dei High School. 

Wheh Mrs. REoAcT~0was a young teenager, her father died. Fr. Buckley 
made a "deathbed" promise to her father that he would look after the 
children. She stated Fr. Buckley would spend the niaht in the family home 
on many occasions. He repeatedly molested herREDACTED_ brothers, 
one of them from the time he was 12 until he was about 16. 

She painfully became aware of this one evening when Fr. Buckley was 
spending the night and she opened the door to her brothers' room 
actually witnessing an episode of molest. She was a recent high school 
graduate at the time. Shortly thereafter, because of the trauma of 
witnessing such an episode, she attempted suicide 

REDACTED 

Ms. stated that she, her mother and her sister brought the matter to 
the attention of the three Bishops in Orange over the years, the first time 
around 1975 at Holy Family Cathedral. She cannot remember, any other 
specifics except she thought she told Bishop Brown personally "about 5 
years ago''. We are unable to find a file on Fr. Buckley. 

Over then years she has tried over the years to find out if Fr. Buckley is still 
in a position to harm children, but she can't locate him. 

After the media coverage last week, she called our hotline number to 
relate his offenses and to find out if he is currently in ministry posing a risk to 
other children. 
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She refused contact from the Assistance Ministry Coordinator or any other 
assistance. She stated her only concern at this time is to make sure Fr. 
Buckley is not in ministry. 

It appears that Fr. Buckley may currently be in a nursing home in the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 
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Page 1 of 1 
( 

G~_x, Msgr._Crai9 A. __ 
To: REDACTED 

Subject: RE: Diocese of Orange - Confidential 

Hi REDACTED 

Thank you for passing these on. I can inform you that Fathe rBuckley currently suffers from a severe case of 
Alzheimer's Disease. He is not mentally competent at all, frequently out of touch with any snese of reality. He 
is now in a locked unit to prevent him from wandering away and getting lost. He is incapable of any ministry 
and has no contact with minors. I called REDACTED and gave her this information. She was relieved. She 
asked me whether her earlier complaints had ever been referred to us. Since it is after hours, I told her I'd 
check his files and report back to her. 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

Thanks for the reports_ God bless! 

REDACTED 

Original Message----­
From: REDACTED 
Sent: Thursday, March 14, 2002 8:50AM 
To: 'MsgrCACox@la-archdiocese.org' 
Subject: Diocese of Orange - Confidential 
Importance: High 

Good Afternoon, Msgr. Craig, 

The attached file contains notes of calls that were made to our toll free reporting telephone line on March 
8, 2002. Two are anonymous calls about possible sexual misconduct with minors falling under the 
jurisdiction of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. l am referring them to you for further handling. 

The other report is from REDACTE~ who brings to our attention her concern about sexual abuse of her 
three brothers by a Father Michael Buckley, during the late 1960's and early 1970's when Fr. Buckley 
(according to Mrs. REDAcTED was a visiting priest at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in Santa Ana. My 
notes in the file detail my conversation with Mrs. REDACTED_·. Her time frames are sketchy so there may be 
overlapping jurisdiction about the time the Diocese of Orange was first established in 1976. Once you 
review the notes regarding Mrs. REDACTED call, could you please contact me. She stated she simply wants 
to be sure that Fr. Buckley is not in a position to jeopardize the safety of children. From reviewing your 
directory, I have learned that Fr. Buckley's current address is a nursing home. Would he be a patient or 
chaplain? 

Thank you for your prompt attention to these matters. I'll wait to hear from you. 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

3/14/2002 
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REDACTED 

REDACTED 

To: Cardinal Roger Michael Mahony 
Archdiocese ofLos Angeles 
3424 W:tlshire Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90010-2241 

Bishop Joseph Sartoris 
San Pedro Pastoral Region 
3555 St. Pancratius Pl 
Lakewood, CA 90712 

Bishop Joseph A. Pepe 
Bishop ofLas Vegas 
P.O. Box 18316 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89114-8316 

Dear Cardinal Mahoney and Bishop Sartoris, 

23 April2002 

From 1972 through 1973 a priest of the parish of Los Angeles sexually abused me. From my 
birth in 1957 until I left Los Angeles in 1977 I was an active parishioner at Holy Innocents 
church in Long Beach, and I attended Holy Innocents catholic school through eighth grade. 
From 1974 through 1977 I was also active in the archdiocese Search for Christian Maturity 
program as well. 

During 1972 and 1973 I worked several evenings a week at the parish rectory, answering 
teleDhone calls for the priests and answerin2 the door. During that period, the pastor was Fr. 

REDACTEDA • 1 . th, F REDACTED . ed . . th . h uld pproxnnate y twice a mon r. rece1¥ a VlSitor, ano er pnest, w o wo 
. join him in his room As he exited, and I was showing him out the rear door, that priest sexually 
abused me on several occasions. 

In 1990, while in a program of treatment fur recovery :from substance abuse, memories of this 
sexual abuse began to come forward. It was at that time that I reported the sexual abuse to the 
archdiocese of Los Angeles via a letter reporting as many details as I could recall. A couple of 
months after that, I received a telephone call from the then Chancellor of the San Pedro Region, 
in which we discussed in more depth the details as I remembered them. Despite the therapy that 
I was undergo]ng, and to this day, I have never been able to recall the name of the priest. At one 
point, in 1990, I had also spoken by phone to Fr.REoAcTEobut he categorically denied any 
knowledge of the priest in question, or knowledge of the abuse. A couple of months later, I 
received a letter from the late Bishop Fischer, explaining to me that he and the chancellor were 
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REDACTED 

fairly certain which priest it was that had perpetrated this abuse, but that he also had denied it. It 
did state that the priest in question was no longer active in his ministry and had retired from 
parish activity. 

By the grace of our Father, Ihave continued in recovery from my addictions. For the past 
twelve years, my foremost desire has been towards reconciliation with the faith that I grew up 
with and service to Our Lord. There have been many challenges. Through all of these struggles, 
I have held to my belief in the Church and the Eucharistic celebration. On most days, I cannot 
imagine being anything other than Catholic. 

To say that this journey bas been easy would be a vast understatement. I worked in therapy, 
with spiritual directors, and with recovery sponsors for years to ease the pain, which this priest, 
and the leaders of the church, and those incidents brought to me. During the past several years, I 
have felt relief that I no longer was held bound by those tragic events and their grave 
repercussions. Recent events have brought this pain back to life in a way that that I never 
imagined possible. 

I'd like to share with you why these events have been so painful to me, and to so many others. 
As a recovering addict, I understand that many of us do things in our addiction that we would 
never have done otherwise, and along the journey we need to both forgive ourselves, and seek 
reconciliation from those we hurt. Many years ago, I forgave the priest who offended me. I 
have faith that our Father will judge him with the same love that he has graced me with. What 
has continued to be most painful for me is the church's leadership during these trying times and 
the pain and suffering that is caused by the leadership's refusal to admit and address a most 
grievous problem. 

I have come to understand this by likening it to the children raised in the home of an alcoholic 
or abusive man. I have counseled many children of alcoholics over the past several years and 
what I have found most frequently is that they have come to forgive the alcoholic/abuser through 
their own understanding of addiction and grace. What these individuals struggle more frequently 
with, for years in fuct, is the pain that was caused by the spouse of that addict/abuser. The 
person that was sober, that should have stood up for their children and protected them, failed to 
do so. In recovery and treatment, we call these the co-dependents. In my pain, I have struggled 
most frequently to forgive and reconcile with the co-dependents of our church. Those men who 
knew there were pedophiles, sex addicts, alcoholics and addicts in the priesthood, yet stood by 
and did little or nothing for the children exposed to these illnesses. 

Several years ago, I made a Cursillo weekend and experienced one of those moments of grace 
and healing that are so profound in our lives. A priest on that weekend, looked me in the eye, 
and apologized for the sins of his brothers and for the pain that it caused me. Amidst a torrent of 
tears, I experienced God's healing love in my heart. 

I don't have many answers on how the church will reconcile itself with its victims. But I do 
believe that it should start there. With individual acts of reconciliation from both the priests and 
the church's leadership to it's victims. In twelve step circles, we have called that "making 
amends." 
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REDACTED 

I know that many today will seek financial amends. I'm fairly certain that's not an answer. I 
don't believe any amount of money could heal me from the pain that was caused. But I do 
believe that our church should stand up and take responsibility for doing everything in its power 
to assist, or offer assistance to its victims. I can think of many ways of doing this, mostly 
centered on providing counseling, spiritual, healing and emotional support for all victims of 
abuse. 

Dear Bishop Pepe, 

I have included vou in this letter because I have felt called to live in the diocese ofREDACTED 
I retired from the REDACTED last year and, after a brief transition in REDACTED CA, was offered 
a job byth~REDACTED 

REDACTED 

Since 1994, when my wife and I made Cursillo, we have been deeply devoted to apostolic 
action. For several years, we were "Lifeteen" ministers irREDACTED and I have also 
instructed RCIA and confirmation classes over the past several years. Wbi1e we have yet to 
reallv call a parish "home" here in REDACTED most frequently we attend mass at REDACTED 

REDACTED 

For many years, I have felt a tremulous calling to the deaconate. While on active duty, there 
was no possibility of pursuing that vocation. Today, I am held back by a fear of service, not to 
Our Lord who has graced me with so many miracles, but to our church leadership, which bas not 
facilitated a trusting relationship. 

As I was talldng with my spiritual director the other day, I came to understand, rather heard, a 
calling to service in a different way. The journey that I have been on has been immeasurably 
painful, but despite that, I would not choose to change the path. All that has happened has 
shaped me to the man that I am today, with the gifts that I bring to the table. It: as the voice of 
the Lord asked Isaiah, ''Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?'' What else can I reply but 
"Here am I; send me!" 

Most Reverend Bishop Pepe. If my experience, strength and hope can be of service to our 
faith community inREDACTED I pray to find the courage to give of the gifts I have been given. 
My prayers are with you, with our faith community, and most especially, for the healing of our 
mother church. 

In His Most Holy Name, 
REDACTED 
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REDACTED 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

REDACTED 

D M REDACTED ear r. 

Office of 
Vicar for Clergy 
(213) 637-7284 

May 14,2002 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 

. 90010-2241 

Cardinal Roger Mahony asked me to acknowledge your letter of 23 April2002. I very much 
appreciate that you wrote REDACTED . with your reflections. 

I am deeply sorry at the abuse inflicted upon you. For a priest to abuse a young person is a tragic 
betrayal of trust and of his sac.red calling. I am grateful, however, that God called you to the 
healing grace of Cur8illo. I made my own Cursillo in 1982 and it was a powerful and wonderful 
experience that helped shape my spirituality. 

Your recommendations about ways of making amends contain much wisdom; fortunately we 
have made strides in that area. I am enclosing for you a copy of REDACTED pastoral 
letter as well as a copy of our educational brochure being distributed at all parishes and schools. 

We have established an Office_!~.f.~s~i~~t.!9~ Ministry to offer therapy to those harmed by priests 
or any minister of the Church.REDACTED is currently the Coordinator for this ministry. 
Should you ever wish to speak with her, you may contact her via the address and phone on this 
letterhead. 

May I ask one favor of you. Bishop Carl Fisher died a number of years ago. You mentioned 
receiving a letter from him, in approximately 1990-91, in which he described the results ofhis 
investigation. If you happen to still have that letter, I would very much appreciate it if you would 
send me a copy. 

Again, I thank you for writing. 

Sincerely yours, 

/f) " /J ,/Q ·; 
~~ . "-r:: ''--rf·;~' 
~raig A. Cox, J.C~D. 

c::Yi~r Clergy 

enclosures 

cc: REDACTED 
Pastoral Regions: Our lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE REPORT 

To be Completed by ~~eporting Party 

B. Victim I NAME!flTLE .... REDACTED 

~DRESS 
REDACTED 

I ~HON_E 
REDACTED 

C. Call 
OFFICIAL CONTACTED 
Detective Barraclough 

D. Other Parties I NAME {lAST, FIRST, MlDOL.E) 

I PRESENT LOCATION OF . 

v 

ocnArTCr"\ 

PHONE 
(213) 485-2883 

ADDRESS 

I DATE/TIME OF INCID~ ,fLACE OF INCIDENT 
/9~-/· !{U~r .Ho*-L r-

REDACTED 
Signed · 

Y1 2. /L, •. - ~u__.,_p-~./ 

RCALA 001115 

A Case Identification 
To be completed bJ' - ·· •· ~,. .. REDACTED 
VICtim Name: -

- - J 

BIRTHDATE SEX RACE 

-jo~X M 

DATE!TlME 

(Check One) Occurred 

CCI 001787 



Archdiocese of los Angeles 

REDACTED 

D 
REDACTED 

ear 

Office of 
Vicar for Clergy 
(213) 637-7284 

July 16, 2002 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

r--. 
dlE 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2241 

REDACTED has asked me to reply to your letter of June 23, 2002; in which you shared your 
story of the abusive treatment that was inflicted upon you by Father Michael Daniel Buckley. As 
I began to read, I realized that I know you and your brother, REDACTED He was in the class 
immediately behind me. I was at OLQA from 19,66-1970, and then went through St. John's to 
ordination in 1978. Please give my greetings to your brother. 

REDACTED 

I am grateful that you followed the counselOfyourpastor, Father and wrote Cardinal 
Mahony with your story. I trust that the opportunity to articulate what happened to you was 
a grace. I am also grateful that, despite having suffered betrayal at the hands of Father Buckley, 
your faith in Christ and the Church remain strong and fruitful. Sadly, that is not always the case. 

First, let me tell you about Father Buckley. He currently suffers from Alzheimer's Disease and 
is in a locked unit for his own protection and the protection of others. He has been out of active 
ministry since the end of 1994 when we first learned of allegations he had engaged in abusive 
activities. 

In reading your letter, I see much wisdom. You have been able to live a good life despite the 
struggles and difficulties you faced. Please, however, do not blame yourself for falling prey to 
Father B-qckley. He did betray you and his priestly commitment to our Lord. 

I hope that your intuition that your brother also suffered at the hands of Father Buckley is 
incorrect, but it certainly is a real possibility. Please issue him the gentle invitation to contact us 
if he ever wishes to talk about his experiences with Father Buckley. He can contact me or 
contact our HEDACTED 

Finally, please accept my humble and heartfelt apology in the form of these few and inadequate 
words. I pray that the Holy Spirit will continue to fill and strengthen you. 

cc: REDACTED 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 

RCALA 001116 

252367 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
Suspected child Abuse Report 

REPORTING FORM 

Date of this .report to Public Authority: 

Name of Public Authority: 

Date of this Report to Archdiocese: 

Reported to Archdiocese by: 

Complainant Name: 

Current Address: 

Telephone: 

Date ofBirth: 

Alleged Perpetrator: 

Name: (Victim) 

Name of Possible Witness: 

Reported Date of Incident: (s) 

Reported Circumstances of Incident( s): 

Repo11:ed Type of Abuse or Neglect:. 

Comments: 

Submitted by the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles: 

REDACTED 

· · REDACTED V1ct:tm reported he talked to Lt 
the DA's office. 

October 17, 2005 by telephone to 
Archdiocese 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

1/12/62 

"Fr. Bucldey at St Mary's, Santa Ana" 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Santa Ana 
Wilr~ :Michael ]3ucld!!yJ/1971-6/75 
REDACTED . c 

1973-74 

"I was 11 years old when I started to be an 
altar boy. Fr. Bucldey started touching me. 
He exposed himself. He said, ' the body is 
not something to be ashamed of". I told my 
Dad. And he got angry and confronted him. 
I never was a~E~,ll;~l0boy again." 
''Dad died in 
Sexual abuse of a minor under 14 years. 

"This has destroyed my life. I have done 
prison time. I don't want to go public. This 
is very shameful." 
"I called REDACTED lt the DA's office". 

RCALA 001117 

252365 
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CMOJ¥ .,r. 108 

Considered by CMOB ~ 

Inactive Date 

Case Name Michael Buckley 

Active Case? 0 
-----------------------

Priest Name Buckley, Michael, O.C.D. 

DOB 1/1/1901 

EtJmicity English 

Diocese 

Canon State 

Religious Order 

Incardination 

Date Of Ordination 

Religious Order Male Major Superior 

Carmelite (Discalced) Fathers 

Clergy Status Left Archdiocese 

Clergy (Faculties) 

Religious [] 

Diocesan 0 
Description 

Deacon 

DOB 

Diocese 

. Ethnicity 

Ordination 

Status 

Date Referred to Vicar 11116/2007 

Date Of Alleged Incident 

Alleged Victim 

Multiple Victims LJ 
Accusers 

investigation Complete ~ 

investigator Name 

Removed From Ministry 0 
Date Removed From Ministry 

Date Returned To Ministry 

Case Disposition Unresolved/Deceased 

DispositionComments 

Intervention [] 

Description There have been previous allegations of abuse by Father Buckley. A new 
allegation was received recently. Father Buckley suffers from Alzheimer's 
disease and is currently living in the Alzheimer's unit ofSt John of God. 

Case Status 
------·----------------------------, 

November 16,2005 A new complaint of abuse has been reported. The complaint is 
noted and the case will be moved to the inactive file. 

Wednesday, February 16, 2011 Page 1 ofl 

RCALA 001118 
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January 28, 200 

March 25,2010 

June 08, 2010 

The Board received a report alleging chi1 JXUal abuse against 
former priest Michael Buckley. Specifically, the complainant 
alleges that Buckley molested him about 40 years ago when he 
was about 7 years old. Buckley had Alzheimer's when similar 
complaints surfaced in the past and he is now deceased. The 
complainant has been offered counseling through the Victim's 
Assistance Ministry. As there is no further action to be taken, 
this case will remain in the inactive file. 

NOTE TO FILE: Updated report received fi·om V AM 
providing additional details of abuse. No CMOB action 
required; information purposes only. 

V AM received report from an adult male (born in 194 7) who 
alleges that Fr. Buckley fondled him when he was an altar boy 
(13 years old). Fr. Buckley is deceased, the complainant was 
offered counseling. L_ ______________ __ 

Follow Up 

Follow Up Date 

Legal Proceedingj· 

Legal Proceedings? 0 
Court Cases Settled 

Response 

Response Date 

Sent To Rome? 0 
Canonical Trial 0 

Canonical Disposition 

Page 

Wednesday, February 16, 2011 

Date Sent To Rome 

Canonical Trial Date 

RCALA 00111.9 

Page 2 of2 
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Vicar for Clergy Database 
Clergy Assignment Record 

Rev Michael D. Buckley 

--------------------,-------------------

Current Primary Assignment 

Birth Date 

Birth City 

Diaconate Ordination 

Priesthood Ordination 

Diocese Name 
Date of Incardination 

Religious Community 

Ritual Ascription 

Ministry Status 
Seminary 

Ethnicity 

11/4/1927 
Los Angeles, California, USA 

4/27/1955 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

Latin 
Deceased 

· St. John's Seminary, Camarillo 

American (USA) 

Fingerprint Verification and Safeguard Training 

Date Background Check 

Safeguard Training 

Assignment History 

Assignment 

Deceased, Internment at Holy Cross Cemetery, Culver City. 

St. John of God Retirement and Care Center, Los Angeles Resident, 
Retired with No Faculties, FACULTIES REVOKED 9/1/1995 

Sick Leave 

Inactive Leave, ABSENT WITHOUT LEAVE 

Administrative Leave 

Immaculate Conception catholic Church, New Cuyama Pastor, Active 
Service 

St. Catherine of Alexandria Catholic Church, Avalon Pastor, Active Service 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, New Cuyama Pastor, Active 
Service 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, New Cuyama Pastor, Active 
Service 

Beginning Date 

5/1/2007 

2/12/1997 

12/12/1994 

3/7/1994 

2/25/1994 

1/25/1987 

12/25/1986 

1/25/1986 

5/1/1980 

Age 

Deanery 

Completion Date 

5/1/2007 

3/31/1997 

12/11/1994 

3/6/1994 

2/24/1994 

1/24/1987 

3/31/1994 

12/24/1986 

RCALA 001120 
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St. Augustine Catholic Church, Culver City Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque Catholic Church, Lomita Associate Pastor 
(Parochial Vicar), Active Service 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Pomona Administrator, Active Service 

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque Catholic Church, Lomita Associate Pastor 
(Parochial Vicar), Active Service 

St. Sebastian Catholic Church, Santa Paula Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic Church, Santa Ana Associate Pastor 
(Parochial Vicar), Active Service 

Active Leave 

St. Francis Medical Center of Lynwood, Lynwood Chaplain, Active Service 

Harbor General Hospital/UCLA Medical Center, Torrance Chaplain, Active 
Service 

St. Philomena Catholic Church, Carson, Resident 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, Monrovia Associate Pastor 
(Parochial Vicar), Active Service 

Epiphany Catholic Church, South El Monte Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 

St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church, North Hollywood Associate Pastor 
(Parochial Vicar), Active Service 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Los Angeles Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 

Visitation Catholic Church, Los Angeles Associate Pastor (Parochial Vicar)1 

Active Service 

St. Pius X Catholic Church, Santa Fe Springs Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 

12/5/1977 

1/3/1977 

7/1/1976 

10/7/1975 

6/16/1975 

1/25/1971 

2/4/1970 

7/26/1966 

5/15/1965 

5/15/1965 

11/27/1962 

5/14/1962 

1/26/1960 

8/22/1957 

12/12/1956 

5/10/1955 

RCALA 001121 

1/28/1979 

12/4/1977 

1/2/1977 

6/30/1976 

10/6/1975 

6/15/1975 

1/24/1971 

2/3/1970 

2/3/1970 

7/25/1966 

5/14/1965 

11/26/1962 

5/13/1962 

1/25/1960 

8/21/1957 

12/11/1956 

CCI 007235 



CMOB# .o8 
Considered by CMOB ~ 

Inactive Date 

Case Nqme Michael Buckley 

Active Case? D 
··-·-·- ·--------·-·-····--- -·-·------·--·· ··-··----------· 

Priest Name Buckley, Michael, O.C.D. 

DOB l/1/1901 

Etlmicity English 

Diocese 

Canon State Religious Order Male Major Superior 

Religious Order Carmelite (Discalced) Fathers 

Incardination 

Date Of Ordination 

Clergy Status Left Archdiocese 

Clergy (Faculties) 

Religious ["I 

Diocesan D 
Description 

Deacon 

DOB 

Diocese 

Ethnicity 

Ordination 

Stattis 

Date Referred to Vicar 11/16/2007 

Date Of Alleged Incident 

Alleged Victim 

Multiple Victims r:-1 
Accusers 

Investigation Complete ~ 

Investigator Name 

Removed From Ministry D 
Date Removed From Ministry 

Date Returned To Ministry 

Case Disposition Unresolved/Deceased 

Dispositio1iComments 

Intervention D 
Description There have been previous alfegations of abuse by Father Buckley. A new 

allegation was received recently. Father Buckley suffers from Alzheimer's 
disease and is currently living in the Alzheimer's unit of St John of God. 

Case Status 

November 16, 2005 

Wednesday, March 31, 2010 

A new complaint of abuse has been reported. The complaint is 
noted and the case will be moved to the inactive file. 

Page 1 of2 
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January 28, 2009 

March 25, 2010 

The Board received a report alleging child se. abuse against 
former priest Michael Buckley. Specifically, the complainant 
alleges that Buckley molested him about 40 years ago when he 
was about 7 years old. Buckley had Alzheimer's when similar 
complaints surfaced in the past and he is now deceased. The 
complainant has been offered counseling through the Victim's 
Assistance Ministry. As there is no further action to be taken, 
this case will remain in the inactive file. 

NOTE TO FILE: Updated report received from V AM 
providing additional details of abuse. No CMOB action 
required; information purposes only. 

L_ _______ -------

Follow Up 

Follow Up Date 

Legal Proceedings 

Legal Proceedings? D 
Court Cases Settled 

Response 

Response Date 

Sent To Rome? D 
Cfmonica/ Trial D 

Canonical Disposition 

Page 

Wednesday, March 31, 2010 

Date Sent To Rome 

Canonical Trial Date 

RCALA 001123 

Page2of2 
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KtP 
AccusED NAME: fk tnt cHAt~ W.icku:H DATE: 6~i ~2o ro 

CONFIDENTIAL 

ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
Child Abuse Report - Internal Routing Form 

This report involves allegations of: 
Current Minor and Church Employee/volunteer 
Current Minor and Priest 

----'l.£.c__ Past Minor and Priest 
Past Minor and Religious Brother 
Past Minor and Religious Sister 
Adult/ Adult Case 
Other 

Sexual abuse: V 
-----"'---

Physical abuse: ____ _ 
Harassment: . . 

RCALA 001124 

. B~efS~ary: YJw-.&~u ..... /9&J- Obti--1/L?dd'-' -~ ~ ~ 

~~~~-1&~~~~.£4-~ 
To: // REDACTED . 

V .. Msgr. Michael Meyers - Vicar for Clergy 7"'. nr-r-..A,-.."T"I""'r"'l. 

REDACTED 
v 

Other 

REDACTED 
SubmittedbY, _______ Office: VthrJ 
Date distribu~ed: 6 .- f'- lj_o I 0 
Commems: ___________________________________________________ _ 

Revised: 03/12/2009 

CCI 007239 



RCALA 001125 

ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT REPORTING FORM 

L 
0 MANDATORY [!( NON-MANDATORY 

Date Reported to the Archdiocese: 4/12/2010 
Forwarded to VAM 6/2/2010 

Reported to Archdiocese by: Victim 

Alleged Victim : REDACTED 

Current Address: 

Telephone: 

Date ofBirth: 1947 

Alleged Perpetrator: Fr. Michael Buckley (RIP) 

Reported Date of Incident: (s) Approximately 1960 

Reported Circumstances of REDACTED met Fr. Buckley on several occasions through REDACTED -
, 

Incident(s): • REDACTED REDACTED 
who were friends of parents. was an altar boy at Our Lady of 
Malibu and Fr. Buckley said Mass there on occasions but was not the parish 
priest there. He presided over the funeral of REDACTED which REDACTED 

believes took place when he was about 13 years old. His family stayed at the 
REDACTED house the night before the funeral, as did Fr. Buckley. REDAcTED was 
assigned to sha:re the bed:room with F:r. Buckley. There we:re twin beds in the 
room. Fr. Bucldey locked the door when they went to bed and climbed into the 
bed with REDACTED He fondled REDACTED and was telling him that it was alright and that 
he would like what he was doing. 

Reported Type of Abuse or Neglect: Sexual 

Reports to Public Authorities with 
• REDACTED • 

Advtsed of rtght to tepo:rt 
dates: 

Comments: 
REDACTED 

asked me to fmd the date of the funeral by checking parish :records at Our 
Lady of Malibu but I was not able to confutn a funeral for a REDACTED in the 
books. 

~~-

Report initiated by: REDACTED REDACTED 

I 

CCI 007240 



ACCUSEDN~: WdV?f {!IP). 
lA PbArEtJ £epo£T 

DATE: 3 ).;J_'S /iA /0 
I ' 

CONFIDENTIAL 

ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
. Child Abuse Report - Internal Routing Form 

RCALA 001126 

This report involves 11llegations of: 
Current Minor and Church Employee/volunteer 

.cr Current Minor and Priest 

REDACTED 
s~zs-2o1o 

~/(./~. ~ 
)J~ (0-~dtft ~ ;_ 

---t:::/--7"'=.: Past Minor and Priest 

Sexual abuse: 

Past Minor and Religious Brother 
Past Minor and Religious Sister 
Adult/Adult Case 
Other 

Physical abuse: __ _ 

~~nr~~ 
·~~;;Jtfl_~' 

)U ~ y 'h- (;;?(_o 1fl 
REDACTED ~ A _ -<._ , 
REDACTED ---. 

Harassment: /: 

BriefSummary: ~ '1 ~ll!/70 -J9zC:,')jn~ , 

To: , / / REDACTED 
V V Msgr. Michael Meyers - Vicar for Clergy 

-~~~-__ REDACTED 
v~ 

------hCUMviCU 

v /' . I 
~{) ({ 1-1 LF ()p..} 1-'/ 

REDACTED 

Submitted by:< _____ Office:/ erY) 
Date distributetl: ...? ·-d--s--,~ ( 0 
Comments: 77+--.t s--1 s-!Jc--'-. o-r--A-----:IVr---f:rAJ--/(_-f?f<_<J_f2_cl-. .. --

Revised: 03/12/2009 

CCI 007241 



Date of this report to Public 
Authority: 

Name of Public Authority: 

Date of this Report to 
Archdiocese: 

Uk~~ 
ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES ( 
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT-----­

NON-MANDATORY 

1010112008 
Update 312212010 

REDACTED 
Reported to Archdiocese by: 

Alleged Victim: 
Current Address: 

Telephone: 

Date of Birth: 

Alleged Perpetrator: 

Reported Date of Incident: 
(s) 
Reported Circutnstances of 
Inddent(s): 

Reported Type ofAbuse or 
Neglect: 

71411965 

Fr. Michael D. Buckley (RIP) 

1970s through 1976 

Fr. Buckley was the male role model in the family 
when the dad became ill and later died. He . REDACTED 
sexually abused 3 older brothers. He would 

h REDACTEDb k th hi h d • hi scratc ac en put s an ID s 
• • REDACTED 

underwear and touch his gerutals. would 
fight him off. F<"DAcco became a target of Fr. 
Buckley's verbal and emotionally abuse because he 
would not concede to the sexual activity like his 
brothers. 

Comments: This is the third sibling in. this family to allege 
abuse by this priest. · This victim is not willing to 
meet with V AM at this time. 
I I 0 REDACTED £ d d al ,. 3 22 201 - came orwar an so :reported 

that his brother'"cAc-Eo would like to speak with 
V AM and see about counseling. 

J~_.e_J_ k<;., REDACTED 

RCALA 601127 
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ACCUSEDNAME:fR, M,cNte/}2, Mft!j (~Ztp) DATE: 3-/~ ')D/O 

CONFIDENTIAL 

ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
Child Abuse Report - Internal Routing Form 

This report involves allegations of: 
Current Minor and Church Employee/volunteer 
Current Minor and Priest 

v Past Minor and Priest (/3. tP) 
Past Minor and Religious Brother 
Past Minor and Religious Sister 
Adult/ Adult Case 
Other 

Sexual abuse: 
Physical abuse: ___ _ 

RCALA 001128 

Harassment: 

Brief Summary: --r.;z;0/-==--r-.-· tAAJ-.::____:_::__· -~---=-----~0'-+--'f71~~"'""',~--.3(}---"-1----'1f+~-=-'~'---;<f-'::_' ~---

To: 
Msgr. Michael Meyers - Vicar for Clergy 

REDACTED 

Other 

S b 'tt db REDACTED umte y:_ 
Date distributed: ~ ~ '.;;)!. -;::-vra 
Comments: 

______ Office: VtJ-r?'? 

----------------------------------------------------------

Revised: 03/12/2009 

CCI 007243 



RCALA 001129 

ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT REPORTING FORM 

/ 

D MANDATORY [( NON-MANDATORY 

Date Reported to the Archdiocese: 3/22/2010 

. . . . REDACTED Reported to Archdiocese by: In1t1ally 1t was reported by b1s htother. 
3/22/2010 spoke to victim, REDACTED 

Alleged Victim : REDACTED 

(Ibis is the 4th of 4 brothers alleging abuse by this j:>riest) 
Current Addtess: REDACTED 

Telephone: 

Date of Birth: 12/17/1962 

Alleged Perpetrator: Fr. Michael D. Buckley (RIP) 

Reported Date ofincident: (s) 1973-1974 

Reported Circumstances of 
RED,li.CTED 

reports a similar account to his other brothers. Fr. Buckley was a friend of 
Incident(s): the family and very involved while their father was dying. After his father's 

death, this priest became involved with the family as the male role model. REDACTED 

reports that Fr. was abusing his two older brothers, REDACTED for several years. 
When REDAno became a teenager and his older brothers were not around the house 
as much, Fr. Michael began to abuse REDACTED The abuse consisted of be long 
kisses, being fondled and forced to fondle the priest. He said it was not as 
egregious as the abuse his brothers suffered because REDAcTED abuse started about 6 
months to a year before people started expressing concern about Fr. Michael's 
interactions with boys. 

Reported Type of Abuse or Neglect: Sexual 

Reports to Public Authorities with 
dates: 

Comments: Counseling offered. 

Report initiated by: REDACTED 

I 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
Child Abuse and Neglect Reporting 

This report involves: 
____ Current Minor and Church Employee 

Current Minor and Priest ~ 
-----'-? ___ Past Minor and Priest(~ l p _) 
____ Pa~t Minor and Religious Brother 
____ Past Minor and Religious Sister 

Adult/ Adult Case ___ ___; 

Other ----
___ Current child and parent in home 
___ Current child and adult in/out ofhome 

Current.child and other minor at school ---
Current child and other minor at home ---

---Pregnancy of a minor (indication of coercion or age disparity) 

This Abuse was Sexual: ~ 
This abuse was Physical: _____ _ 
There was inappropriate touch: ~--­
There was harrassment: -------

Confidential Report 

BriefS~~~~~ 
To: . 

REDACTED 

. ...;:L Msgr Gonzales ( C/yLL 0 C/Y't!of?::, 
___ REDACTED 

1-<I::UACII::U 
Submitted by 

v 

RCALA 001130 

CCI 007247 



RCALA 001131 

ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 

NON-MANDATORY 

Date of this report to Public Authority: 

Name of Public Authority: 

Date of this Report to Archdiocese: 

Reported to Archdiocese by: 

Alleged Victim: 

Current Address: 

Telephone: 

Date of Birth: 

Alleged Pe:tpetrator: 

Reported Date ofincident: (s) 

Reported Circumstances of Incident(s): 

Reported Type of Abuse or Neglect: 

Comments: 
Submitted by the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles: 

REDACTED 

1/10/2008 

REDACTED 

11/25/61 

Fr. Michael Buckley (RIP) 

1968-1973 

REDACTED 

3 months ago, started to .recall memories of alleged abuse. 
The abuse started when RFO,C.TFn was in about 2nd grade at the 
family honie and as altar servers at Immaculate Heart of Mary 
in Santa Ana. Abuse of his older b:rothe:r,REoAmowas reported in 
2005. 20o8'""CTED" is remembering Buckley in his underwear 
and also having his hand on Bill's back beneath his 
underwear." The priest also took him on outings and he is 
remembering something happening in a car. 
Sexual Abuse 

CCI 007248 



RCALA 001132 

ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 

NON-MANDATORY 

Date of thls report to Public Authority: 

Name of Public Authority: 

Date of thls Report to Archdiocese: 

Reported to Atchcliocese by: 

Alleged Victim: 

Cuttent Add:tess: 

Telephone: 

Date of Birth: 

Alleged Petpettatot: 

Reported Date of Incident (s) 

Reported Circumstances of Incident( s): 

Reported Type of Abuse or Neglect: 

Comments: 
Submitted by the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles: 

REDACTED 

1/10/2008 

REDACTED 

11/25/61 

Ft. Michael Buckley (RIP) 

19~-1973 

3 months ago, RCOAcrco started to :recall memories of ~eged abuse. 
The abuse started whenREDAC1EO was in about znd grade at the 
fatnily home and as altat servers at Immaculate Heart of Mary 
:in Santa Ana. Abuse of his olde:r b:rothet,RcoAcTt:o was reported .in 
2005. zooe'DACTEO" is .remembering Buckley in his unde.rwea:r 
and also having his hand on REoAcTEoback beneath his 

· · underwear." The priest also took him on outings and he is 
:remembering something happening :in a cat. · 
Sexual Abuse 

CCI 007249 



INTERNAL REPORT- CONFIDENTIAL 

Date: )1- 11..- CX) 

ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
SEXUAL ABUSE/MISCONDUCT 

REDACTED 
From: 

(j)j?~· 
Alleged Perpetrator: ~ 

REDACTED 
Alleged Victim/Complainant: _ 

Date of Occurrence (as reported): lf73- 7¥ 
Brief Description: 

Type of Report: 

0
REDACTED 

--REDACTED 

,w,, 

Mandatory . _ Anonymous reporter 

Third-party reporting 

Report sent to: 

y/ REDACTED 

/ JY~sgrS~Craig C~, Vicar for Clergy 
_,p[P'tfests, fu'e~~oqJBrothers] 

vREDACTED 

Attached infonnation 

RCALA 00113;3 

CCI 007250 



ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
Suspected child Abuse Report 

REPORTING FORM 

Date of this report to Public Authority: 

Name of Public Authority: 

Date of this Report to Archdiocese: 

Reported to Archdiocese by: 

Complainant Name: 

Cuttent Address: 

Tdephone: 

Date ofBitth: 

Alleged Perpetrator: 

Name: (Victim) 

Name ofPossible Witness: 

Reported Date oflnddent: (s) 

Reported Circumstances oflncident(s): 

Reported Type of Abuse or Neglect: 

Comments: 

Submitted by the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles: 

REDACTED 

Victim reported he talked to Mt. Cooley at 
the DA's office. 

October 17, 2005 by telephone to 
Archdiocese 

REDACTED 

1/12/62 

"F:t. Buckley at St. Mary's, Santa Ana'? 
Immaculate Heart of Ma:ty, Santa Ana 
Fr. :Michael Buckley 1/1971-6/75 
REDACTED 

1973-74 

"I was 11 years old when I started to be an 
altar boy. Ft. Buckley started touching me. 
He exposed himself. He said, ' the body is 
not something to be ashamed of". I told my 
Dad. And he got angry and confronted him. 
I never was an altar boy again." 
"Dad died in 1999." 
Sexual abuse of a minor under 14 years. 

REDACTED 

''I called Cooley at the DA's office". 

RCALA 001134 

CCI 007251 


