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Rev Mathias faue, O.S.B.

Current Primary Assignment
Birth Date

1/1/1901

Age:
Deanery:

Birth Place
Diaconate Ordination
Priesthood Ordination
Diocese Name
Date ofIncardination
Religious Community

Benedictine Monks

Ritual Ascription

Latin

Ministry Status

Deceased
Relig. Order Priest

canon State

Incard Process

D

Begin Pension Date
Seminary
Ethnicity

English

Fingerprint Verification and Safeguard Training
Date Background Check
Virtus Training Date

Assignment History

Assignment

Deceased
St. Benedict catholic Church, Montebello Associate Pastor (Parochial
Vicar), Active Service

Beginning Date Completion Date

1/30/1988
7/1/1983

1/29/1988

Left Archdiocese

11/4/1970

6/30/1983

St. Benedict catholic Church, Montebello Associate Pastor (Parochial
Vicar), Active Service

8/16/1965

11/3/1970

1/1/1901

8/15/1965

Our Lady of Lourdes catholic Church, Los Angeles Associate Pastor
(Parochial Vicar), Active Service, Start date absolutely not known
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Phone 723-2718

Phone 721-1184
ST. BENEDICT'S CHURCH

1022 W. Cleveland Ave.
Montebello, California 90640

April 17, 1969
Dear Father

REDACTED

I have waited for two weeks to decide to write this letter to you.
It has to be done.
For the past thr-~., years I have not paid any particular attention to
Father Mathias and his problem. In fact I have ignored it. But a
few weeks ago it was brought to '1!J3' attention again. The source
is of three families and I have to accept it. Nothing has been
said to Father Mathias. This was in part because the families
have told me that things were quiet after hie heart attack.
But as his health improves I have noticed things that did not exist
during the past few months.
I write you this because I intend to change most of the work of
Father Mathias and REDACTED
, I have had them doing the things
I thought them capable to do. Now I will have to simply give t jobs
on the basis of relation to children. If I change enough work
for them my purpose may go unnoticed - but this may be futile.
They will suspect something. I am sure that neither will complain
about the changes either to you or to me.
In fact none of us tell you anything. If I mention that they are
not doing what they could do, you talk to (hem and our relations
are strained. I am sure that if they oompain to you the same would
happen. We all know that you will give advice but not make changes
that might have a solution. For this reason I see no purpose in
your speaking to Father Mathias. As long as we have to work together
we should leave it as it is •

However, if this particular problem does not clear up after I make
the change, perhaps you should replace Father Mathias. Or get one
of the other Fathers to take my place. I'd be happy to transfer
back to Oklahoma.. Any time, an¢Y place.
REDACTED

Nothing will be done until Father
returns to Oklahoma. But I have
to do something and this seems to be one move. If you have suggestions,
I will be happy to listen.

18731
Sincerely in Christ,
~

REDACTED
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RCALA 002462

Saint Gregory's Abbey
REDACTED

SHAWNEE,

OKLAHOMA 74801

April 21, 1969
Dear Father REDACTED
Both of us are disappointed that Father Mathias did not overcome the
problem. There is danger of bringing harmful discouragement into his lif~
if we do not take a positive approach, seek professional help for him and
give him a fair warning. 8or him this is not so much a moral problem as
it is a psychological one.
You may find it very difficult to change his work without getting
yourself into a serious bind and in the process you could upset a lot of
people. And as for my changing him, my experience has been that this does
not solve the problem it only shifts it from one place and from one group
of people to another. Too often it wrecks the individual involved!
Personally I am not at all convinced, in this age of dialogue, that
there will arrise 11 strained relations" if you simply talk to him confidentially, confrere to confrere, that there have been complaints from
reliable sources. You can tell him you find it difficult to believe but
that you are anxious to be of help to him and do what you possibly can
before someone writes to the REDACTED.
I am afraid we will be doing him a grave injustice and he will always
resent it if this chance is not given him and we lower the boom after his
next false move. Nothing is gained by keeping facts from him.
You have worked very patiently with him through the years, and for this
I have always been most grateful, and no one has his confidence nor can
give him the kind of help he now needs as you can. It is a serious mist.eKe
for him not to face up to this difficulty but he needs the good word and
the guidance of a trusted confrere.
What you should do, if at all possible, is to go with him to a good
psychologist. Because of the danger he is to the parish you can even insist, but it is necessary you take the initiative and make the appointment.
This kind find it extrmely difficult to take that first step by themselve~.
Once he has started these .appointments it will not take him long to unde:-stand the nature of biB problem and learn how to handle himself.
'·
Never think for a moment he will hold this against you. You are
approaching him as a confrere and a friend, and not as an authority figure.
He will most sincerely appreciate the interest and the understanding you
are showing him.
Unless we manifest this kind of positive concern we
run the risk of hearing what Cain heard: 11 What did you do to you:::- brother?"
Please take early action and keep me informed. He merits thB same kind
nttention in this illness as you so wonderfully manifested in his previc•.1~~
illness!
These are busy days for you and I hope all is intact in the rectorv
and parish by the time Fathers REDACTED and REDACTED are back on the phme!
'h,,
are extremely grateful for the generous consideration you have shown thPm.
Fraternally iQ. our Rise!n Lord,

18734

REDACTED
CCI 004210
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..
Saint Gregory's Abbey
1000 West MacArthur Drive
SHAWNEE, OKLAHOMA 74801

REDACTED
May 16, 1983
His Eminence
Timothy Cardinal Manning
Archbishop of Los Angeles
1531 W. 9th Street
Los Angeles, CA 90015
Your Eminence:
After discuss ion with my Council, I humbly ask that you make the
following appointments to parishes in the Archdiocese which are served
by priests from St. Gregory's Abbey. I further ask that these appointments
be effective on July l, 1983.

REDACTED
Rev. Mathias Faue, O.S.B., to As~micate Pastor of St. Benedict's Parish,
Montebello. Father Mathias has served in the Archdiocese before, but most
recently has been the Business Manager of St. Gregory'.s Abbey.

REDACTED

oft-

"'REDACTED

Thank you for your consideration of these appointments. Our community is
pleased to be able to continue our services in the Archdiocese and plan to
continue for as long as it is possible for us. We also are experiencdng a
declining number of priest$! entering our community. But our long association
with the Archdiocese inclines us to continue our service if at all possible.
I have the honor to be. Your

FminPI'lrP_

REDACTED

CCI 004211
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/
ON CHANGE LJST
Pay 19, 1983

REDACTED

Saint Gregory IS Abbey
1900 West MacArthur Drive
Shawnee, Oklahaua 74801

~I=UAC I cU I

REDACTED

His. Fminence, canlinal Manning, has confinred the foll.c::Min;J
assigrm:mts which you proposed in your letter of 16 May 1983.
BmEDicrJNE .M:NKS (O.S.B.)

REDACTED
V

A Juf:yl983 Assoc. Pastor,St.
REV. Ml\THIAS FAUE

Benedi~,

J.Dntebello
returnmg

REDACTED

REDACTED

We v.olld kindly ask that Father REoAc~o, bring to the Chancery Office
the financial l:.ook!=J of the parish and school for audit.

Likewise 'We \'.uuld request that Father REDACTE[} arrange an appointroont withRE~ACTED
to discuss matters pert:.aining to the administration
of the parish. Once Father REDACTED has arrangro the latter awc>intJrent,
if he ~uld telephone me I will ~ every effort to be available to him
to take the oath required of newly appointed pastors in t:hlls jurisdiction.

It is~ that pastors, within the first year of their
assignnent, atterrl the "Beginning as Pastor" p:ro;;:ram offered for n£M
pastors. (Prq:osed by the Senate of Priests, Octd:ler 12, 1981)

19796
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SAINT GREGORY'S ABBEY

SHAWNEE, OKLAHOMA

74801

"-

·'

····--·~

February 22, 1985
Dear Father Mathias
Just a note to let you know the dates of the retreat,
which is as you and others tried to tell me,
May 27-31. We are looking forward to having you.
I have tentatively listed you for the Hass on
IhH~xda~xx Friday. We will then renew our vows,
you first,REDACTED
second (25th) and
then the rest of us.
On row arrival home, I found a letter from ~sgr. Rqwden
accepting my evaluation of your situation, so they
will pennit you to remain in California. Needless to
say, there should JlOt be any further incidents. We would
not be ai!e to th~ away again. I will pass on to you
that some mentioned to me that you are a little free with
your affections and use of hands with children on the
school grounds. Please be careful. Certainly better
safe than sorry.
All is well here. We have the day off for the ski trip.
I need about a week to get caught up. See you in May.

18745

CCI 004213

RCALA 002466

ST. BENEDICT'S CHURCH
1022 W. Cleveland Ave.
Montebello, California 90640
Phone 7 21-1184

March 12, 1985

Dear Father
I

REDACTED

It saddens ~e to have to write you this, but
suppose you should know.
•

REDACTED

On Sunday, March 3, S1ster
phoned me and
said that a parent had gone to one of the school teachers
and complained ~out Father Mathias the way he was touching
the young boys--even touching their behinds. This teacher
reported this to Sister
REDACTED

CTED

REDACTED

sister
ca 11 ed her brother, REDA
_
and asked him if Fr. Mathias had a hic:-t;ory of this. REDAcr::o
simply told her to go to Father REDACTED; and let him handle
it. I don't know all the details, but it was, I believe,
just touches outside the clothing, and the genitels were
not touched.
I spoke to Father REDACTED about this matter
on March 3, the same day. He said when he and the men were
putting the "dish" on our roof, he noticed Mathias on the
school ground, and he continually followed one particular
kid around. The kid would move, and Mathias would follow
him. Mathias often goes out on the school grounds when
the kids are having sports games, etc.

The following day, Monday, March 4, in the
presence of Fr. REDACTED, in our living room, I told Father
Mathias that this complaint had been made about him by one
of the parents of a school child. I told him that he should
not touch any of the kids, not even put his hand on the kids
shoulder, or around a kid's waist when he is standing near
a child. Father Mathias said nothing, and this is where
the matter stands. Sister
said the other day that the
parent that complained had not come back to her about the
matter.
REDACTED

There is such a big adoo going on at this time
in the L. A. area about child abuse; I would hate to see Fr.
Mathias get caught on something like this. Solution: if this
happens one more time, Fr. Mathias should be asked to return
to the Abbey.
18744

Pray for all of us this Lenten Season.
FratPI"n;:,llv
REDACTED
CCI 004214
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March

18~

1935

Dear Father Mathias

·
.
I received the d1sappoin~ing
letter from Father REDACTED a couple days ago
reporting the complaint of a parent regardin9 you.and your actions with
some of the children on the playground.

I was hoping to avoid this kfnd of problem with my note dated Feb. 22nd.
Because the dates are so close, with the date of the complaint being
sometime before March 3rd. there was probably not time for your to react
and change your behavior. I tl~ust that you have changed by this time
and there will be no further incidents.
Rather REDACTED nas now infonned !r~ via his letter~ that if there is one
more incidentbhlae expects you to be recalled to the Abbey imnmdiately.
That shou~d certainly be a clear warning.

You clearly have a problem~ Father Mathias. It is time you seek some
assistance. Tht incident at prague that marred your celebration of your
25th anniversa~~ of ordination, The recent incident in Long Beach,
the question marks around your earlier service in California) these all
indicate a continuing problem. You must face up to this and seek some
assistance.
I will expect by return mail that you will give me the name of a
psychiatrist or counsellor that you will be visiting who can assist
you with therapy to overcome this problem. I will expect that you can
obtain that name and schedule the first visit within 10 days after the
l~eceipt of this letter.

! will send FatherREDACTED a copy of this letter as well as a copy of my
previous note so you wi 11 be encouraged to undertake this counseling.
likewiset it will not be necessary for you to exolain to him why you need
t.he time and the funds.
·
or we wiil see you here
All I can say is that fallure to follow through on this/wiiixxeex~aNxkelm
~t the Abbey permanently in May. I know you do not ~r-:i sh this to hapf)en,
so you \'Jill undertake ~1hatever steps are necessary.
~Jith

all my continuing love,

18743

REDACTED
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ST. BENEDICT'S CHURCH

1022 W. Cleveland Ave.
Montebello, California 90640
Phone 721-1184

Dear Father Abbot,
I was very eaeekei to receive your letter. I weuli like to kuew wlaat
I iii te merit su•la a repriaani. If giviBg soaeeBe a aithiay swat is eeasiierei
wr•Ag, taea I •• gailty. I always taaugat taat was so•ething you always io ••
a airth&ye.
·
Fa tlaer, .!8\et, fro• the lte~:i:uh,; e! ay reliP.out~ life, I alway a ui tile unier
staaiiag, !r••·stuiying the rule, taat eae wae waa reprimau~ei in aay way was
to aoeept tae repri.aai with cut ie!ead.inr eae self. Ani this .is' what I lurve
always ieae. To ie!eai oae 5el! wae eGBsiaerei priie, ani I have always aeeeptei
tae aecusati&as ef otlaere without eowplainto I €'less se 11uoh so that eo•e tiaee
I ask •yeelf "waat a•i I ioing wre•g aew?" evea wlaen ioing eowething goei.
I aa leokiag fer a psychiatrist at this ti•e, ani will inform yeu as soon
as i •ake @oataet wita hi•.

We are getting reaiy for Holy Week aai tae ee-,letion ef our first RCIA
alase wita tae ~aptie•s ef Eely Saturiay. We aave ten canaiiates waG will ae
reeeivi•g tae Sa•ra•e•ts at that ti•e.
The tiekets are eut BOw for tlae epriag festival.
Caev S:pria t,
A alessei

Eaate~

This year we are ra!!liar a

to yo.

CCI 004216
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May 18, 1985

Dear Father Mathias
At lsst,I have uncovered your letter of March 25th and will respond. As you
can calculate, Father REDACTED died March 30th, so you can guess what happened
to your letter and several others that got laid down beside my typewriter
to answer. The pile just simply got higher.
You note shock at my requeBt that you fl!nd a psychiatrist for counseling.
I am sorry. The events just seemed to add up that this was something advisable
itatlhsert:jme so that no major incidents ehould occur.
I doubt that J need to point out to you all the child abuse and child molestation
cases filed these days. So when Father REDACTED informed me that a parent had
complained. J took stock of all the information available to me, and decided
on this course ratherthhan ask you to return to the Abbey at thatttmeQ.
You know that nei~her of ne dedres that. But t.rhen I made the special trmp
out in December: yl>u aFsured me nothing •rouldhhappen. It is too close.
Also,
about
There
years

I had to add up a previous history of something, not all of which I know
except by rumor. I never d!ound out exact circumstances in Prague.
are rumors that float in the community about some difficulty you had
ago in Hontebello and in Anadarko.

So, In short, I figured there may be some good and probably little harm.
I can understand your reaction, but I ask your cooperation, as I knot" you
have already given by thisttime. Certainly I ~ish you no harm, but only
that your labors may be as productive as possible. I hope we will be able
to discuss the results when you .a:re here for therJ:etr,lat--~vhich comes now
very soon.
Thank you for your ready cooperation and willingnesstto undergo this litlee
penance. You are doing some very good work which is appreciated by many,
especially Father REDACTED because it relieves him of some of the burden
of responsibility. He is mostggrateful.
Looking forward to seeing you.

18735
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/
Saint Gregory'sAbbey
May 30, 2002.

REDACTED
Monsignor Craig A. Cox
Vicar for Clergy
3424 Wilshire Boulevard
Los Angeles, California
90010-2241
Dear Monsignor Craig Cox,
I received your letter of May 14, 2002. I was not able to answer more
quickly since I was on our community retreat and meeting days. I do
remember you well. You were just beginning your studies in Canon Law.
I am also saddened that Mr. REDACTED _
has alleged abusive
conduct against FathersREDACTED
and Matthias Fauve, former
member of our community of St. Gregory's Abbey. Both are deceased.
You requested the assignments dates of these two Priest's ministry
in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. We had two parishes founded by the
Benedictines: Our Lady of Lourdes in East Los Angeles, and St. Benedict
in Montebello, California. Fathers REDACTED and Matthias served in both
parishes.
According~'Our records the approximate dates of their service in the

Archdiocese was as follows:
Fr. Matthias Fauve, OSB: Our Lady of Lourdes: 1953-59
St. Benedict Parish: 1966-75.
St. Benedict Parish 1983-1988.
Fr. Matthias died January 30, 1988.

18693

REDACTED

For more accurate dates, one of the former associates suggested that
the Baptism registry be reviewed. Usually associates would begin
baptizing as soon as possible.

1900 West MacArthur Drive

•

Shawnee, Oklahoma 74804-2499

•

(405) 878-5449
CCI 004218

RCALA 002471

I will get in contact with REDACTED
ministry offered to abuse victims.

to discuss the types of

Before speaking or writing to Mr. REDACTED , I plan to consult
Father REDACTED since Mr. REDACTED
has made references to extensive
}
counseling, assistance for his medical costs and "providing for his family."
· Thank you for the difficult work you are called to render.
Yours in Christ,
REDACTED

18694

CCI 004219

