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TûPY
STATE OF MINNESOTA

COUNTY OF STEARNS

Doe 2,

DÏSTRÏCT COURT

SEVENTH JUD]CIAL DTSTR]CT

CASE TYPE: PERSONAL INJURY

Court File No . 7 3-CV-1-3 - 4894
.Tudge Vicki E. Landwehr

Plaintiff,

VS.

The Order of St. Benedict a/k/a and
d/b/a St. John's Abbey and a/k/a and
d/b/a St. John's Preparatory School
and Fr. Gilbert Al1en Tarlton,

Defendants.

VïDEOTAPED DEPOSITION OF ElR. GIT.BERT ALLEN TARLTON,

taken pursuant to Notice and Agreement under the Rules of

Civil Procedure for the District Courts of Minnesota, and

taken at the office of Bradshaw & Bryant, PLLC, 1505

Division Street, in the Cíty of Vüaíte Park, State of

Minnesota, on the 10th day of October, 201,3, at 1-0:35

â.fr.r before Ruth E. Holdvogt, RPR, a Notary Publ-ic in

and for the County of Stearns, State of Minnesota.
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INDEX

EXAù{IIìTATTON

By Mr. Anderson

PAGE

6

DEPOSTTTON EXI¡IBTTS

A - John Doe List
1 - Psychological Evaluation
2 - Handwritten letter
24- Photo of John Doe 2 at age 1-0

(Reporter's Note: Exhibits A, L, 2, and 24 hlere marked
by Mr, Anderson prior to the depositi-on. )

OB,IECTIONS:

By Mr.
30, 31,

By Mr.

Stich: Pages 10, tI, L4, L'l,, 25, 26, 28,
33,36,38

Franco: Pages I!, L4, 16, 22, 31' 42, 45

INFOR!ÃTION,/DOCT}MENT REQIIESTS :

(NONE)

INSTRUCTTONS NOT EO AIiTSTIER:

(NONE)
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APPE,ARJAIITCES:

JEFFREY R. ANDERSON ANd JOSH PECK, ATTORNEYS AT

LAV[, JEFF ANDERSON & ASSOCIATES, P.4., Suite 100' 366

Jackson Street, St. Pau1, Mj-nnesota 55101, and

MICHABL A. BRY.ANT, ATTORNEY AT LAVü, BRADSHAW E BRYANT,

PLLC, 1505 Division Street, !üaite Park, Minnesota 56387,

appearing on behal-f of the Plaintiff.

BRET D. FRANCO, ATTORNEY AT LAVü, KOPON AIRDO, LLC,

Suite 4450, 233 South t¡üacker Drive, Chicago' IlIinois

60606, appearing on behalf of Defendant The Order of

St. Benedict a/k/a and d/b/a St. John's Abbey and a/k/a

and d/b/a St. Johnrs Preparatory School.

ROBERT T. STTCH, ATTORNEY AT LAW, STICH, ANGELL,

KREIDLER, DODGE & UNKE, P..A'., Suite L20, The Crossings,

250 Second Avenue South, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401,

appearing on behalf of Defendant Fr. Gilbert Allen

Tarlion.

AI.SO PRESENT: Joe Mildenberger, MilI City Vícleo

Services , (952) BB4-0048.

***

(IIüHEREUPON, the followi-ng proceedings were duly

hadl,*'*),

VIDEOGRAPHER: [¡üe are noh¡ on video

record.

This is the video deposition of
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Fr. Gilbert Allen Tarl-ton being recorded on October

10, 201-3, at approximately l0:35 a.m. in Vùaite

Park, Minnesota.

Will- the attorneys present please

identify themselves for the record.

MR. ANDERSON: Jeff Anderson for the

plaintiff, John Doe 2.

MR. STICH: Robert Stich appearing on

beha]f of Defendant Allen Tarlton.

MR. FRANCO: Bret Franco on behalf of

St. John's Abbey named as the Order of St. Benedict

in the suit.

MR. BRYANT: Michael BrYant. I donrt

have a mike on, but Míchael Bryant for the -- for

the plaintiff.

MR. ANDERSON: Al-so attending and just *o-

without appearance j s Josh Peck just for

observation.

VIDEOGRAPHÊR: At -- at this tíme will

the court reporter please administer the oath.

(The court reporter administers the oath. )

THE WTTNESS: I wil-l do.

E'R. GILBERT åÍ,LEN IARTTON'

after having been first duly s\^lorn'

states on his oath as follows:



1

2

3

4

tr

6

7

B

9:

10

11

T2

13

L4

15

T6

11

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

October
Granite City Reporting

10,24]-3

FR. GILBERT ALLEN TARLTON

ETIAI{INATTON

ANDERSON:

Good morning, Father. Vfould you please state your

fuII name for the record.

Allen Paul Tarlton.

And would you spell your l-ast name f or us.

T_A-R_L-T_O_N.

Okay. How are you feeling todaY?

So-so.

Okay. If you need to take a break, you let me know

and we'll ta:ke a break at anY time.

Okay

You understand that you're tlnder oath?

Yes.

And that the questions tÌ:at you're being asked and

the answers you're being given -- that you give

today are being recorded bot'h by written

transcription and videotaPe?

Uh*huh.

Yes ?

Yes.

Okay. Is it correct, Father, that you have been a

priest now for -- a monk for 55 Years?

Yeah.

Okay. And at all times, then, you've been under

q.
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FR. GTLBERT ALLEN TAR.LTON

the -- the direction of whoever the presiding

Abbott was as your suPerior?

That's right.

Ilüho is currently your superior, the Abbott?

Abbott John Klassen.

And how long has he been your superior as Abbott?

f can't remember when he was elected.

The records I have show that he's been Abbott since

about 2000. That would make it about 13 years --

Yeah.

sound about right?

Yeah.

Okay. And then before that it was Abbott Timothy

Kelly, and the records show that he was Abbott for

about eight years. Does that sound about right?

Yeah, that's right.

And before that the records that I have show that

it was Abbott ,Jerome Theisen -- is it pronounced

Theisen or Theisen?

Theisen.

Theisen. And he was Abbott for about three years.

Does that sound about right?

Three years.

I have hÍm r79 to '82.

(No response. )
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Seem longer?

ft seems like that was a little longer, but Irm not

sure.

My records could be wrong.

Yeah.

And then before him it was Abbott John Eidenschink?

That's right.

And you remember hin?

Oh, yes.

Yeah

And the records seem to reflect' at 1east

those that I have, that he was Abbott five years'

from '7L to t79. Sound about right?

To the best of my recol-l- recollection.

Okay. And then before him was Abbott Dworschak,

and the records that I reviewed show that he was

Abbott for about 27 years, quite a long time?

Thatrs right, he was.

And when you hlere ordained a pri-esl and a monk --

do you re -- prefer to be referred to as a priest

or a monk?

It doesn't reallY matter.

It doesn't. Okay. I'lI call- you Fr. Tarlton-

frm actually both.

Yeah. Okay.
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Father, it -- it appears that you l^lere

actually ordaj-ned a príest, a monk, in -- during

the time that Abbott Dworschak was a superior;

correct?

That's right.

Okay.

1otrR

Okay. Vüe're here today to ask you some questions

concerning your history, and in particular you

understand that I represent a -- a young man who's

identified here as John Doe 2'

And how is Your reading?

I beg your pardon?

How is your reading? Can You read?

Yeah.

Okay. f ,** I mean your vislon in terms of right

now.

oh.

I'm going to show you for today the -- his name so

you know what his name is, And on Exhibit A -- on

Exhibit A, Father, you'11 see I'm underlíning "John

Doe 2" (indicating) ?

Uh-huh.

Do you see that?

Yeah.
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And then I'm also underlining the name of John Doe

2 (indicating') . okay?

Okay.

And that is the name of John Doe 2,,

Uh-huh.

Do you read that there?

Yeah.

Okay. For purposes of that, I'm going to just keep

that there for you now. And I've marked that

Exhibit A, Father. OkaY?

Okay.

üle'l-t just keep that there. It's got some other

names on it.

Okay.

Okay. Father, over the years yotl've been in

various assignments?

(Witness nods head. )

And each of those times it is correct to say that

it was the Abbott. who would assign you to any

position in or out of the abbey; correct?

That's correct.

Okay. And it would then be the Abbott to whom you

make a promise of obedience?

That's right.

And it is the Abbott as your superior that you make
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FR. GILBERT ALTEN TARLTON l-0

a promise of celibate chastitY?

That's right.

Irühat is the promise of celibate chastity as you

understood it to be?

As I understand it, that I not have sexual

relations with anyone or even -- including myself.

But lhat r,r¡ould -- that's the essence of the

promise.

Okay. And is it correct to say that in the S0-plus

years that you've been a priest and a monk, you

have had difficulty controlling your own sexual

impulses?

I prefer not to answer that question.

Okay. Is it correct to say -- well, f I know

it's difficult to talk about these things, but I

think we have to ask -- I have Lo ask you and I

think you -- you need to answer'

Is it correct to say that you've had a hard

time controlling your sexual impulses and acting

out ?

MR. STICH: Í{ell, I 'nì going to ob j ect as

repetitious. the witness has indicated he did not

want to answer.

Díd -- did you want to state the reason

that you didn't want to answer?
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FR. GTLBERT ALLEN TARLTON 11_

THE V{ITNESS: Decided to take my fifth --

my fífth amendment right.

(By Mr. Anderson, continuing) fs it -- is it

correct to say, Father, that while you've been a

monk and a príest affitiated with St. John's and

under the Abbotts over the years, you first were

caught engaging in sexual mísconduct with students

in 1955?

I would like to take my fifth amendment right'

Is it -- is it correct to sa1z, Father, that you

have certain medical conditions right now that have

been diagnosed?

ï ,;-

MR. FRANCCI: Objectj-on t'o the form of the

question. What -- what medical conditions are you

talking about

MR. ANDERSON: Vüelt, I'ITl askíng him'

MR. FRANCO: I'm objecting'

(By Mr. Anderson, continuing) Okay' Is -- is it

correcL to say that you -- what have you been

diagnosed with, Father?

MR. STICH: WelI, I'm going to object to

that on the basis of medical privilege.

MR.

a document

ANDERSON: Counsel, You submitted a

to the Court with some kind of

A
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0

medical record. I've asked for that this morning.

It's correct to say t.hat you have chosen not to

provide it and we'11 deal with that l-ateri correct?

MR. STICH: Correct. That's correct,

Your Honor. That's ccrrect, Mr. Anderson.

(By Mr. Anderson, continuing) Okay. Father, I'm

going to show you what T've marked as Exhibit 1.

And this is a report, a psychological report.

And itrs several pages and it's prepared by a

Jay T. McNamara, and it is concerning an evaluation

done of you by him. And it's signed November 4'

1-992, but actually done in October of 1992- Do you

remember seeing Dr. McNamara at the reguest of the

then-Abbott?

I prefer not to ansr¡Ier that question on the basis

of my fifth amendment right.

I'm going to refer you, Father, to the first page

of that report, Exhibit 1. And at the second

paragraph under "Reason For Referral,' I'm going to

read a part of it, then -- then ask you a question.

It states, "Father Allen Tarlton was ref"

"referred to our office by Father 'Jonathan Licari."

Vlho -- is it correct to say that ,.Ionathan

Licari was then the Prior Adminístrator at

St. John's Abbey?

A
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A I prefer not to answer that question on the-.. the

basis of my f if t.h amendment right.

It goes on to state at the next sentence, "Father

Tarlton recently has had charges of sexual

misconduct filed againsl him by a former student

who alleges that in 1982 Father Tarlton engaged in

sexual activíty with him on tt^¡o separate occasions.

Father Tarllon acknowledges sexual conduct on one

occasion but does not remember a second incident-"

Is that correct, Father?

I prefer not to ansr^rer that question on the basis

of my fifth amendment right.

Father, I'm going to direct you to the second page

of the exhibit. And at the top of it' at the

second paragraph there is some information- But

before I ask, it -- it's ¡-alking about your history

and it begins by saying, "His father-figure, Bill

Smit.h, lived with another hroman approxíma*uely

one-hal-f btock away from Father Allen's home."

Do you remem.ber Biit Smith?

I prefer not to ansþ¡er that question on the basis

of my fifth amendment rights.

ïs it correct to say that BiIl Smíth treated you at

some times very lovingly but at other tímes in a

very physically abusive waY?

u
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A I prefer not to ansl^ter that question on the basis

of my fiflh amendment rights.

Is il correct to say that Bill Smith when you \^/ere

a youth and he was an adult abused you physically

and/or sexuaily?

MR. FRANCO: I'm going to object to the

rel-evance. I don't know how this could possíbly

lead to the discovery of admissible evidence and it

appears to be har -- for purposes of harassing.

MR. STICH: Counsel, I -- I'm goíng to

object on the grounds that Father Tarlton has not

voluntarily put his medical condition at issue in

this litigation and. that, therefore, he's entitled

to the medical Pri-vilege.
(By Mr. Anderson, continuing) I'm going to direct

your attention back to this paragraph, Father, and

I'il read from it. ft states, "His father-figure'

Bill Smith, I ived ivith another T¡roman approxlmate-Ly

one-half block away from Father Allen's home. He

reports that as a child he had a very ambivalent

relationshíp with BilI who was alternately

compassicnate and physically aggressive with him. "

It then stales, "V{hen Father A1len would do

something Ì^Irong, his mother would send him to find

Bill who would then strip him naked and beat him

u
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n

with a cord. 'l

Is that correct?

I prefer not to ansh/er that question on the grounds

of my fifth amendment rights.

I¡'lhen you Idere at the prep school and assigned as a

-- a monk there and a teacher, did you act

physically agg'ressive towards the students and

strip them naked and beat them with a ruler or a

cord?

T prefer not to answer that questíon on the basis

of my fifth amendment rights.

Father, Irm nov¡ going to direct your attention to

the fourth page of Exhibit 7t and at -- at the top

of thís exhibit at the paragraph -- I'm goíng to

read from it and then ask ycu a questíon about

that. It states, "Father Allen was ordained in

1955 and was given Prefecl duties as well as

English teachj-ng responsibilities in the prep

school. "

Is that correct?

Thatrs correct.

Okay. "From 1955 to 1958 he taught in the prep

school and then from L958 to l-961 taught at the

University. "

Is that correct?

0
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a
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0



1_

2

3

4

5

6

't

o

9

10

l_1

I2

13

I4

15

L6

t7

1a

19

20

21-

22

23

24

25

Octcber
Granite City Reporting

10,2013

FR. GTLBERT ALLEN TARLTON

correct.

states, "H€ described sexual contact wíth

students during this time, and repeated

contacts with one particul-ar student in

t6

A

0

Thatrs

Tt then

several

sexual

1955. "

Is

0

A

that correct?

MR. FRANCO: Objection to the form of the

question.

(By Mr. Anderson, continuing) Is that correct?

I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my

fifth amendment.

ft then states, "Father Tarlton indicates that two

of the students complained of sexual contact with

him and the Abbott ultimately removed Father

Tarlton from the preP school."

Is that correct?

I refuse to answer that questíon on the basis cf rny

fifth amendment right.

How many times, Father, were you removed from an

assignment because of inappropriate sexual contact

with youth?

MR. F"RANCO: Objection; calls for

speculation.

I refuse --

MR. FRANCO: Objection to the form of the

o

0
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a

question.

MR. ANDERSON: I'm goíng to allow you to

reserve any objections as to form. Okay.

MR. FRÀNCO: OkaY.

MR. ANDERSON: So you don't interrupt

unnecessarily. There's nothÍng \^rrong with the form

of that questíon. If you continue to use form as

an objection, I'm going to consider it an

obstructíon. I'm just --

MR. FRÄNCO: Irm going to make objections

I feel- are proper.

MR. ANDERSON: r'm just telling you.

(By Mr, And.erson, continuJ-ng) Father, f 'fit sorry' I

don't remember if I had a question before you so

I'lI ask another question.

Okay

Okay. The question I think -- f'm not sure I got

an ans\^;er to because I engaged with Counsel -- i^Ías/

can you tell- me how many times beyond what is

described here you \,rere removed from an assignment

by the Abbott who was presiding because of

inappropriate sexual contact with minors?

MR. STICH: Now just a minute. To that

one I'm going to object as calling for the state of

mind of whatever Abbott you're talking about and

A
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0

beyond this witness's knowledge.

{By Mr. Anderson, continuing) What is your answer'

Father?

f refuse to answer that question on the basis of --

the basis of my fifth amendment rights.

It goes on to state here, Fathe¡, that "During the

period 1958 to 3-961", Eather Tarlton reports that he

began drinking, ât times to excess."

Did you have a drinking Problem?

I refuse to answer that -- that question on the

basis of my fifth amendment fifth amendment

rights.

Your assignment history in thís record says that' in

1961 you were transferred to the Bahamas. Ts that

correct?

I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my

fifth amendment rights.

The next paragraph, Father, in this exhibit that is

paragraph three of Page 4 states: In late 1961, he

\^/as sent by the Abbott at St - John' s to Seton

Psychiatric Institute in Mary1and, where he

remained fox 23 months

Is that correct information as you reported it

then -uo Father (sjc) McNamara?

I refuse to answer that question on the grounds
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a

that it offends my fifth amendment rights.

The next paragraph states that: Foll-owing his

tenure at Seton Psychiatric Institute, he returned

to the Bahamas for six months.

Do you remember that, Father?

Vrlell, I refuse to answer that question on the basís

of my f if t.h amendment rights.

I'm going to direct your attention' Father, to Page

5 of the same exhibit. That would be the next

page. At paragraph five, as yoll read that, you can

see that it refers to entering treatment at

Hazelden Chemical Dependency Treatment Center.

Do you see that?

Yes.

Okay. And il al-so says that you \^iere in 1983 sent

to St. Luke's Hospital in Maryland. Do you see

that ?

Yes.

Okay. Is it correct to say that you r¡Iere sent to

both Hazelden and then to St. Luke's?

I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of

my fífth amendment rights.

f 'm going to direct your attentj-on nobl, Father' to

Page 7. And do you have that before you now?

Yes.
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0 And at the top of it, the first word on Page 6 at

the -- f mean the l-asl worci on Page 6 is "He, " and

then at the top of Page 7 it states, "shôhrs a

pattern of intense and unstable inLerpersonal

relationships and serious impulse control problems

in the area of his sexual acting out and his

chemical abuse/dependency. "

Is it correct to say this is information that

was true as reported and found at that time?

I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of

my -- my fifth -- fifth amendment amendmenL

right.

The next paragraph, Father, says, "There are some

clear indications that Father Tarfton has variously

engaged in predatory sexual behavior and more

passive-reactir¡e sexual acting out both with

students and with age-levei peers."

Is that true?

T refuse to answer that question on the basis of my

fifth amendment *- amendment rights.

At any time have any of your Abbotts or your

superiors who I identified since your ordination or

since 1,955 ever asked you, Father, how many kids

you have abused?

f refuse to answer that question on the basis of my
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fifth amend -- amendment rights.

hlhen yourve discussed matters with your Abbott'

have you at ever -- any time when he's asked you

questions about your conduct or your history ever

invoked your right against self-incrimination and

your fifth amendment right until today to him?

I refuse to answe:: that question on the basis of my

f ifth amendment right.s.

!ùhen you -- when you assert your fifth amendment

right here today, Father, is this the fírst time

you ever have done that?

f -- I refuse to answer that question on the basis

of my fifth amendment rights.

I think you got to answer that one. I thínk -- I'

think you should answer that one, Father. If -- if

it's the first time, I think you need to answer

that.

MR. STICH: I -- well, I disagree. I

don't...

MR-

MRu

A.NDtrRSON: I think so.

STICH: That's tied in to Your last

question.

MR. ANDERSON: WeII...

l4R- STICH: About his conversation with

Abbotts,

A
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0

MR. ANDERSON: t¡r?ell, it's a more general

question, but I can -- íf it -- if it lacks

clari-ty, I r l-1 I I Il- rephrase it if you want.

(By Mr. Anderson, continuing) At any point -- is

this -- is this the fírst time you have ever been

examined by anybody and asked questions and you

have asserted a right agaj-nst self-incrimination

under the fifth amendment? "Yes" or "no."
MR. ERANCO: I would object. Asked and

answered. He already refused to answer this

question.

(By Mr. Anderson, continuíng) You may ansvrer. It

would be a "yes" or "no, " is this the first time?

f object to that question on the basis of my fifth

amend -- amendment rights.

Now, Father, I'm going to direct. you back to

paragraph three here. At parägraph three in the

middle of it I'll help you find it.

MR. BRYANT: Are you stíll on 7?

MR. ANDERSON: Yes, on Page 7.

(By Mr. Anderson, continuing) And right here

your11 see f'm goíng to read this part here. And

it states in the middle (reading from document),

Nevertheless, the strongest indications are that

the extremely unstable personality structure that

0
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A

Father Tarlton has demonstrated throughout his life

leaves -- leaves him, residually, an extremely high

risk to act in some sort of self-destructive,

harmful manner.

Is that correct information?

I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my

fifth amendment rights.

At that same paqe, Father, if you'd turn to the

bottom of it and look at the last paragraph, you'Il

see there and -- I'I1 read from it, then ask you a

question. It states, "It is not within the scope

of this report to make specific recornmendat-ions for

what Father Al-l-en Tarllon can or cannot do within

the parameter of St. .fohn's Abbey. However, h¡e

would strongly discourage him from being in

positions where he might possibly come in contact

with individuals, particularly vulnerable

individuals, that he might exploit."

Is that a finding that you were aware of?

I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my

fifth amendment -- fifth amendment rights.

Father, T'm going to now show you Exhibit 2-

And we'l1 just put this one aside for a moment

(indicatittg) .

(Vüitness examÍnes document. )

a)
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And, Father, do you recognize Exhibit 2 as your own

handwriting?

I'm not quite sure, real1Y.

ïùe11, if you look at the second påge, look at the

signature there. I appreciate it's a photocopy'

but is that your --

Yeah.

Is that your signature?

That's my signature.

Okay. And you can see Exhibit 2 is afso addressed

to "Dear Father Abbottr " isn't it?

Yes.

So it's signed by you, addressed by you to the

Abbott; correct?

Yes,

And you can also see at the top of this the year of

your letter to the Abbott is July 26, 1960;

correcL?

Yes.

And the Abbott in 1960, according to my reeords,

would be then Abbott Dworschak?

That' s right.

Okay. Do you remember writing him this letter?

Actually, I don't remember writing him this letter;

but obviously I guess this is my letter.
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Okay. Let me ask you to read because it's your

handwriting, if you would, at the start. T'm

having some trouble reading it, so if you would

just -- very slowly just read the first couple of

sentences there after "Dear Father Abbott."

MR. STICH: VÍell, I'm going to object on

the grounds of -- to the form of the question,

having the witness read rather than putting a

question to him. And I'm also objecting on the

grounds of relevance.

MR. ANDBRSON: Your objection is noted.

(By Mr. Anderson, contínuing) Vüould you go ahead

and read that, Father.

After -- after the introduction, is that where you

want me to start?

Please. After "Dear Father Abbott.I'

(Reading from. document) After two weeks of digging

into my conscious and unconscious, some things are

beginning to...
ttTurntt ?

(Reading from document) Turn up which shed light

in this prob -- on this problem. As you may have

surmised, this problem of homosexual-ity is mere -*

is merely a symptom of a diff *- different -- of a

of a deeper difficulty. This deeper -- this

a
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deeper problem in my case seems to be intense

hostility against my parents, school, the church'

authority in general, and agaínst several other

forces.

Okay. You can stop there. When you're referring

to the problem of homosexuality' $,as that your

ínability to control your sexual impulses with

youth and adults at that time?

I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of

my -- my rights to my fifth amendment'

Okay. Going back to the letter, Father, the next

paragraph is hard to read. And if you would be so

kind to read for me beginning with it looks like

"Since everYthing"? Is that

(Reading from document) Since everything here

MR. STICH: iJust a -- the same objectíon

that I made the last time you asked him to read'

MR. ANDERSON: You may have a continuing,

Counsel.

(By Mr. Anderson, continuing) Go ahead'

(Reading from document) Since everything here in

in this in the hospital contributes to the

ideal setting for getting at the root of the -- of

this dis -- disturbance, I would like to take -- to

remain here another week or as -- as part two if it

O
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v

is at all all right with you. The doctor also

seems to think this would be a good idea.

Okay. Thank you, sír.

And then at the next paragraph if you would

also kindly begin to read the beginning of that

paragraph.

(Reading from document) One of the most serious

problems I have faced since coming here was Did I

actually have a vocation to the relígious life?

Probably you would remind -- remark that it is a --

it is -- it is a bit late to decíde thi-s issue.

But this question has bothered me very much since

ordination and f've seen -- been in -- in -- Irve

been".. I dídn't... I can't figure that r,vord out'

Okay. Ycu can -- YoLr can continue.

(Reading from documenl) To ask for a dispensation'

Since comíng here and tafking wj-th my -- with the

psychiatrist and even some of the -- of the other

patients, I've become convinced that God has called

me to the priesthood and reli -- and religious

life.

Okay. Did you ever at any time ask for a

dispensation?

f refuse to ans$/er that question on the grounds

that it -- at -- on the basis of my -- my fifth

A

a

.¡|

a

Ãñ



1

2

3

4'

5

6

1

B

I
10

11

t2

13

1,4

1_5

I6

I7

1B

L9

20

21

22

23

24

25

October
Granite Ci-ty RePorting

10, 2At3

FR. GTLBERT ALLEN TARLTON 2B

0

amendment rights.

Okay. If you would go back, then, to the l-ast

sentence in -- in this first page. And if you

would read that I would say starting right here'

the first sentence there (indicating).

(Reading from document) I've even been limited to

take the -- to ask for a dj-spensation. Since

coming here and talkinq with the psych -* that?

Yeah. The part after that where that ends and says

A

rì

A (Reading from document) And even some of the other

patients.

Is that where You --

MR. STICH: I'It object, Counsel' He's

already read this.

MR. ANDBRSON: Yeah. I was trYing to

get him to read --

MR. STICH: It's rePetitious'

MR. ANDERSON: -- the next sentence'

(Unintelliqibte. )

(By Mr, Anderson, continuing) Oh, okay. Start

right here (indicating).

(Reading from document) In fact, after talking

with the doctor, f feel strongly that God might

have used my difficulty in order to bring me to

A
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religious life. Putting this in proper *- put --

puttíng this on paper makes my thinking around --

making my -- my thínking sound confused, I guess,

bu'u I shall try to clarify it when f can talk to

you personally.

Vloul-d you pì-ease read the -- the final paragraph

and then your salutation.

(Reading from document) There h¡as a Benedictine

cleric here from Conception who knew most of the

newly ordained -- most of the newly ordained

studying -- studying their fifth year of theology

at the abbey. He said they Ì^¡ere coming along well.

AIso Assumption Abbey has a man here at present in

the person of Father Finnian,

Thank you, Father, for reading that for -- for me.

Father, renember when I showed you Exhibit A'

I shoiçed you the name of the young man -- well¡ noþi

he's not a young man, now he's 51 years old, but I

showed you the name of the John Doe?

Uh-huh.

Do you remember that name that f showed you?

Yeah.

Okay. I have a picture here. Yeah.

Father, frm now going to show you a picture of

that John Doe 2 as he was depicted in... as he was

U
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-- a photo of him taken at the age of ten when it

is -- when it is claimed by him that you while he

hras a student at the prep school on -- on multiple

occasions forced him and coerced him to engage in

sexual activity in -- in a manner in which you beat

him and ana1ly raped him. Do you recognize that

kid, Father?

MR. STICH: Trm going to object to --

it's a compound question. I'm objecting to the

form of the question.

MR. ANDERSON: I'11 rephrase it. I'11-

rephrase it.

MR. STICH: I think it's kind of

confusing. Tt sounds l-ike something happened when

he was ten.

MR. ANDERSON: Yeah. l,et -- I' LI

rephrase.

(By Mr. Anderson,

I'm going to show

Doe 2 when he was

Uh-huh.

Do you see that?

Yeah, I see it.

Do you recognize

No.

continuing) Okay. Father, first

you Exhibit 24, a Picture of John

ten years old. Okay?

him?
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O tlüould you hold that exhibit up for the camera.

What -- what isMR. FRANCO: Objection.

the purpose of that?

MR. STICH: You can -- you can hotd it

O

upr Jeff.

MR. ANDERSON: Okay.

MR. STICH: The wítness doesn't have to.

THE I¡üITNESS: Ho1d, me?

MR. ANDERSON: Yeah. But thatts okay.

I'I1 hold it up. IrtI hold it uP.

Okay. Is Ít on the camera?

VIDEOGRAPHER: (Videographer nods head. )

(By Mr. Anderson, continuing) Did you force

yourself upon this student when he was at

St. Johnrs and engage Ín sexual- contact with him

including anal penetration?

I oon't even remember when he was at St. John's' I

have no memory of him at all.

Do you remember anally penetrating students at

St. John's?

Never. Never.

Do you remember engaging in sexual contact with

students at the prep school-?

I refuse to answer that question on the grounds

that it may incriminate me (unintelligible).
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Do you deny that you ever engaged any of the

students at the prep school in anal penetration?

I certainly denY that.

Do you deny inserting your finger into the rectums

of the --

No, I -- yes, I do denY that.

Do you deny having placed your hands upon the

genitals of prep students at St- John's?

I did do that, Y€s.

How many tímes? To how many students?

I don't remember. And I don't remember that,

either.

Is it fair to say that there are so many that you

don't know the number?

It certainlY was not that many, no '

How many do you think it was?

I can't remember -- ïemember at thís poinl' I

^-*l+UAIT L.

I'm going to refer you back to the Exhibit A' the

first list I showed You, Father.

Yeah.

And you'll see on the trxhibit A -- hle call it the

Doe list -- I have listed the names of l-6

individuals, L4 of whom we have the last name and

two we don't have the last name. But I'm going to
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ask you to look at that list. of the names in the

right-hand column for a minute and see if you

recognize any of those names as students you had

some affitiation with or memory of today. Just

take a moment to **' to review those names. And if

you do, just put a check by the names you

recognÍze.

MR. STICH: Wel-l, j ust -- j ust a minute .

I'm going to object to asking the witness to have

to make anything in writlng. I think you're

entitled to ask him questions, but I don't think

you're entitl-ed to force him to make any writing or

any indication with any Pen.

MR. ANDERSON: The legal basis for that

one is?

MR. STICH: That you don't have the right

to do it.

0kay. Okay. Okay. Vüould

33

MR

you prefer I
ANDERSON:

not do it?

SlTCH: Ï yeah. frm going to

a

MR.

object and --

MR. ANDERSON: I'li -- T'11 respect it.

Tf you request it, I'lI resPect it.

(By Mr. Anderson, continuing) Father, do you

recognize any of those names? Take a moment, then
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(Witness examines document- ) Yes,

Okay. And can you just poínt me to which ones you

do and I'It identify them as a Doe number?

f remember

Okay. Vüel-l, 1eL's not use the name' but I'11 put a

check by the one --

Yeah, okay,

-- you just said. On this ::ecord that would be

John Doe 5. I just lined that one up to the name

you recognized; correct?

Wel-l-, wait a minute now. That doesnrt mean

necessarily I haci any sexual relations.

No, no. I'm just saying do you recognize the name

as a student?

f recognize the name, Y€s.

Okay. Any others besides that John Doe 5?

T know that one,

Okay. And I'll line that one up with John Doe 6'

Okay. WelI, don't say the name- Just --

oh.

give me that -- that one right there. I'I1 line

that one uP as John Doe 7.

Him (indicati.,g) .

Okay. And 'uhat would be lined up with John Doe 9;

?L
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correct?

?üait a minute - that -- thi-s one

(indicatirg).

Oh, this one ri-ght here. Okay. Thatts John Doe B.

Yeah.

What about this John Doe 9, do you see that name?

That would be a kid from Ethiopia?

Oh, yes. I --

Do you rernember him?

-- remember him.

Okay.

f remember -- remember this one (indicating).

Okay. That's John Doe l-0?

This one I don't remember (indicaling).

Okay. Donrt remember 1"L.

What about 72, do you remember that one?

No.

Okay. What about 13, do you remember that one?

No.

Okay. L4?

I don't remember any of these.

Okay. There's al-so l-5 and 16 that have f irst names

and we don't have fast names. Do the -- that -*

does t.hat name, four -- 15, ring any bells for you?

No.
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Okay. It looks like a nickname. Thank you'

Father.

MR, STfCH: Excuse me' Counsel. Could we

take ê -- just **

MR. ANDERSON: A break?

MR. STICH: A break? I --

MR. ANDERSO}{: SUTC.

MR. STICH: -- just noticed something

from -*,

MR. ANDERSON: Sure. AbsolutelY-

MR. STICH' ;-: from Allen's nurse.

MR. ANDERSON: Sure.

We're going to take a break, Father. And

this is a time where we'll- jusL take whatever time

you need" Okay?

VIDEOGR-APHER: Wetre off video record.

The time is approximately t.t.:24 a.m.

(VühereuPon, a recess was taken- )

VIDEOGRAPHER: We are back on video

record. The time is approximately 11:38 a'm.

MR, SÎICH: Counsel, I -- I want to Put

something on the record.

We just had a break and -- and All-en

Tarlton was ministered lo by his nurse who is here.

And it's clear to me that Al-]en Tarlton was
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confused during your last series of questions, and

so I want to put on the record an objection to that

series of questions on that basis, that it was

clear that the witness \^¡as confused with regard to

his answers.

MR. ANDERSON: Noted.

(By Mr. Anderson, continuing) Father, T'm going to

go back for a moment to the John Doe 2 whose

picture I showed you which is Exhibit 24 - And T'm

going to ask you some questions about this

individual whose name v{e've already identified

right here as John Doe 2 (indicating). Okay?

Yeah.

Thank you.

In the summer of 1977 you were at -- a -- a

Prefect at the prep school, were you not?

T don't remember.

Okay. AnC -- and do you remember taking this kid,

John Doe 24, bending him over yor-lr desk at your

desk =*

MR. BRYANT: EXCUSC MC"

MR. ANDERSON: Just a moment.

MR. FRANCO: You said John Doe 24-

MR. ANDERSON: Excus€ IIIê¡

MR. BRYANT: John Doe 2;
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O (By Mr. Anderson, continuing) John Doe 2 in

Exhibit 24, and bending him over your desk and

removing his underwear?

MR. STICH: 'Just a minute. Before you

answer, r'm going to obiect to the form of the

question because the witness has already

disqualified himself, saying he does not remember

that índividual-. So to ask him a question about an

individua] he doesn't remember is irrelevant and --

and I thínk is harassment.

MR, ANDERSON: In 19 -- are you going to

instruct him not to answer?

MR. STICH: RePhrase the guestion.

Oh, wait. I I have the question in

mind.

MR. ANDERSON: T'1I just ask a question

that you cantt conceive an objection ** an

ob¡ection of.

tUR. STICH: I might think of one, Jef f .

MR. ANDERSON: You might trY.

(By Mr. Anderson, continuing) Father, in 1977 did

you engage in sexual contact with any of the

students over whom you h/ere a teacher at

St. John's, the prep school, and a Prefect in the

dorm?

a
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A I refuse to answer that question using my fifth

amendment right.

And this John Doe 2 has claimed in this suit that

in the summer of 1-917 he was assigned to you in

English class. [iüere you teaching English in 19 --

ín the 1970s?

I refuse to answer that guestion.

And he has report.ed that you hrere in charge of him

24 hours a day. Vüere the::e situations where you

were in charge of students 24 hours a day by reason

of your position?

I refuse to answer that question, the right of my

-- my free -- fifth amendment right.

He claims in this suit that on multipJ-e occasi-ons

you turned your flashlight on him in the night and

in the dorm, pointed it at him and brought him out

to the catwalk, where you forced him down on his

knees. Díd you do that?

I. . . f refuse to answer that question because of

my fifth amendment right.

He also claims that a-u -* at that time that you

removed hi-s underwear and restrained him so that he

coufd not move as you --

Um --

Just a moment. As you spanked him. Did you do

{l
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that to him or any other student at the prep school

at that time?

THE VTIITNESS: Could I see you outside for

a moment? Is that possibl-e?

MR. ANDERSON: Not with a question

pending.

MR. STICH: There's a --

MR, ANDERSON: He has to anshler.

MR. STICH: There's a question pending.

I do not remember anything that happened in 1977 as

far as anything directly involving him or of any

o

A

A

A

camp.

(By Mr. Anderson, continuing)

At St. .fohn I s.

This didn't pertain to a camp.

then, is, in the 1970s how rnanY

Okay

But my guestion,

students that r{eie

in contact r.+ith

con -- sexual

fs that your

0

A

u

A

at the prep school that you i^rere

did you have sexual conlact with?

I -- I donrt recall having sexual

contact with any student in 1-977.

year?

?ühat about in the 1970s?

I don't remember at all.

Vühat about the 1960s?

I have no idea.
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i¡lhat about the 1950s?

I have no idea.

Vrlhat, about the 1980s?

I have no idea.

What about t'he 1990s?

I have no idea.

You were restricted in 2002, hleren't you?

I think that was it, yeah.

And when you hlere -- when the restrj-ction was

imposed by the Abbott on you in 20Q2, how did that

change yollr life? What \Âreren't you then able to do

that you had been able to do before you were

restricted?

Well, I wasn't teachi-ng, as I recall' but I was

Iiving ín the monastery. So I was restricted,

didn'i have access to students.

And how \dere you kept from havinq access to

students ?

Vrlell, there wasn't any reason why I wouid be with

students. I mean I didn't go over to the prep

school. I certainly didn't have any students i-n my

room ín the monastery. I didn't -- I real-ly didn¡t

have access to students.

Okay. After the restrictions, if f'm hearing you

correctly, then, you weren't allowed lo teach and

A
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be with the students at the prep school; is that

correct?

That's right.

Any other restrictions on your activities or your

Iife beyond that?

There was restrictions. Yeah, there \¡Iere

restrictions that were reported -- im -- reported

-- or imposed by the bishops of the *- the

so*cafled Da1las -* the Decrees of the -- of the

Dallas meeting of the bishops. And those l^Iere

restrictions that were reim -- reimposed on priests

t,hat had been guilty of sexual- abuse.

And mine was restrictions for like travel- was

concerned. WearingT of the clerical garb was

another thing. That was about -- the restriction

of partícipating in public mínistry. Those --

those kinds of restrictions. So those vüere

imposed, yeah.

And those wêre imposed because you had been found

guilty of sexual abuse of minors?

MR. FRANCO: Objeclíon; calls for the

witness to specula+.e.

(By Mr. Anderson, continuíng) You can ansl¡ter.

I'd prefer not to answer that one.

I think you have to.
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MR. STÏCH: VÙetI, I'Ír -- h/hat -- what is

the basis upon which you prefer not to answer?

THE WITNESS: Vfell-, it's my right, mY --

my fifth amendment right.

(By Mr. Anderson, continuing) Okay. I'11 go back,

then, to 'John Doe 2 and the claims that have been

made by him both against you for sexual assault and

battery and sexuaf abuse. Tt is claimed by him

t.hat he -- you forced him to bend over your desk

and pulled down his underh/ear and spanked hin.

Yeah, I -- could I interrupt you here? f saw that

list of accusations against me. As I said, I do

not remember this man at all and --

Okay.

so all of those accusations I have to deny, is

v¡hat Irm going to say.

I -- I hear that and I wi-ll. not repeaL that

question.

So the next question, then, is, did you spank

-- pull down the underwear and spank any of the

siudents at St. John's in -- in or around the time

you h¡ere at the prep school?

No, I did not.

Do you deny ever having spanked any of those

students ?
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I deny that.

Do you deny -- deny ever having physically abused

any of the students with a ruler?

I deny that emphatically.

Do you deny ever having asked the students at the

prep school about their sexual life and encourage

them into engage in sex with You?

I deny that.

Di-d you make a point of watching the boys shower

after footbal-l games?

I deny that.

Did you at any time take any student and bend the

student over your desk and force him to be naked on

your desk?

I deny that.

Did you at any time manipuiate the genitals, i:he

penis of any of the prep students?

I deny that.

Did you ever lay your hands upon any of the

students your hands upon the genitals of any of

the students at the prep school while -- whíle a

monk and an Abbott (sic) there?

That did happen.

To how many different kids?

Maybe three.
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Yourre not sure about how many,. are you?

Irm not sure.

When you put your hands upon the -- the penis, the

genitals of those students that you do remember,

díd you squeeze their penis?

I don't remember that at all.

Did you have any of those students masturbatê *'-'

No.

-- or masturbate any of those students?

No, no.

Díd you ejaculate?

No.

MR. FRANCO: Objectioni foundation.

(By Mr. Anderson, continuing) Did you have any of

those students ejaculate?

T don't remember that.

Did you stick your finger inside the rectum,*=

No.

-- of any of those students?

No, no.

Did you force any of those students to masturbate

while engaged in sexual activity with you?

No.

Did you force your penis inside the recttlm r':

No.

45
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-- of any of those students?

No.

Did you at any time put cream on the rectum of any

of those students?

No.

Did you tend to any of those students whose rectum

was bleeding?

No.

Do you have any recollection of ever havíng taken a

stick or a ruler

No.

-- or anything like that and ever using it --

No.

-- on any of those students to coerce them sexually

or otherwise?

No.

Looking back at Exiribit A, I made one change over

the break because T realized that one of the names'

John Doe 4, his name has been changed since he was

a student. And I wrote in my own hand what his

name was when he was at the prep school and I just

wrote it in there. I'm referring to John Doe 4'

and there is his name that was on the school

records. Do you recognize that name right here

(indicating) ?

A

rì

A

O

A

a

A

O

A

a



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

a

9

l-0

11-

1,2

13

!4

1_5

76

71

1Q

a9

20

2T

22

23

24

25

October
Granite City RePorting

10, 2t13

FR. GILBERT ALLEN TARL ON 47

A

0

No.

Okay. When you look at this list that I showed you

in Exhibit A, and these names that you do remember,

which of these names did you engage in sexual

ccntact with if any of these that you did âppear on

this list?

I refuse to answer that question using my fifth

amendment right.

MR. ANDERSON: I would have nothing

further.

MR. STICH: f have no questions.

MR. FRANCO: No questions.

VIDEOGRAPHER: lrle are off video record.

(Sotto voce discussion between

Mr. Anderson and Mr. BrYant.)

MR. ANDERSON: Oh. The final matter that

I rm nc+. sure we have on the record so I want to

put, might as well, on the record ís bhat you díd

submit a medical record to Judge Land'¡ehr supptying

a copy to her but not to us. I acÌvised you,

Counsef, that I thought we were entitled to it.

You advised me that you would not provide it to us

voluntarily and that for us to have it, it would

require us to compel it from the Court. Is that a

correct statement of our conversation?
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MR. STICH: That's correct, Your Honor.

That's correct

MR. ANDERSON: Thank You.

MR. STICH: -- Mr. Anderson.

MR. ANDERSON: Thank You.

MR. STTCH: COUNSC1.

MR. ANDERSON: Thank You.

That's all.

VIDEOGRAPHER: hie are off video record.

The time is approximately 11:57 a.m.

MR. ANDERSON: OkaY.

COURT REPORTER: lÙould you like to advise

him?

MR. STICH: We've already díscussed this,

and the witness witl read and sign the deposition.

(The deposj-tion concluded at 11:57 a.m. )

(The origì nal transcript has been

delivered to Jeffrey R. Anderson. )

***
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