Our Lady of the Snow's Retrsat
Route 2, Nevis, MNinnesota

56467

HMoat Reve Francis J Schenk, D.D.
Bishep of Duluth

Chancery Office

215 Wi Fourth St.

Dulath, Minnesota

Your Exeellency,
I am Father Bernard W Bissonnette and I was ordained in

May ef 1958 for the diocese of Norwich, Connecticut,

Since Hay 1, 1963, I have been in retreat at Via Coeld +ill
Nevember 1964. After a three week wacation at home with my folks, Father
Gerald Fitzgerald sP transferred me to the retreat house in Nevis (Our lady
of %he Snows) where I have been since November 1964 till the present,

I have both the consent of my bishop and the comsent of Fr,
Gexrald sP to look for ancther diocese. And I am in the hope that you
migh¥ be benevolent in my behalf by allowing me to work in your diocese,
leee that you would grent me an assignment, Towards this goal, I should
liks to request a personal interview. I could drive to Duluth frem the

retrest house.

Hopefully in Christ ,

i

/ L}f’ {;MZ&/L;;,,;/}’/// /;):ifif'?* L ‘{"ZE—

Rev. Bernard W Bissonnette
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Juns 18, 1965

Dear Fethsr Biswonmotte, .—="
This is your official notice that I anm
appointing you as &n Apsigtart to Reverend John Dolsina,

the Pastor of St. Cecilia's Church at Nashwauk. This
appointment becomes affective on June 29.

) I am sure that you will find Father Deolsina
a very zealous and good pastor. I am also confident that
you will do everything you ean to be of assistance to him
under his direstion. ’

I wish you every happiness with your appointment.

With svery kind peracnal regard and good wish,
I am .

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Imluth
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Br. Bi.ssonette
Fr. Blostlio et o—

Fy. Dolsina's renort:

] i ¥ el Fy. Rissonette and his
Fveryone in town 18 talking a2boul £z Ri

peculliar rehavior-

. . nAs his
Fr. Dolsina guestions his Faith. Claims beAnevag reads hi
* - ) A PR ) . ‘.: .
office except when hearing confessions on Saturdya.

= o 5 1kin
3 lses improner language in talking
Talks on S€X 211 the time. Uses 1 yosne 4

to students.
‘ V1 5 e weeks
Kever takes & bath - maybe every three Ve °

L .
Fas a strange lock in his eves (other.s notice it)
Kids avoid him.
A1l for ohe kid one week - another the next, etce
A

. 4t OTL
Housekeeper cryving over the situation

. . Lion.

Extremely subservient. Never questions & suggestion

Scolds people in sermon for nob making visits to the Bl.

. . rhankseiving after Fass
Sacrament. Never does himself. No thanksg g
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Fr. Bigsonette's reply to Father Tplsinats charges.

Fr. Dolsina never brought these things up until Fr.
was leavinge He was surprised that, things were not going

vells

He claims Father Dolsina's cource of snformation ig his
housekeePel who 18 a terrific gossiD.

He remembers one kid aveiding him 4p a store when he was
out ocking to try to gelt wids to catectiisme The honsekeept
nephey refuses to study his lessonsS, tranking his aant
will intercede for him in the rectorys Some Lalk might
be COMing through Dime ’

e gave only two talks on S€X. one - the text was trought
in to the Chancery (o sonhomoTe junior, and senior bovs)
The other wWas one on modesty TO senior piris. Ke asked
a lay teacher 1O be present and she found nothing

ob] sctionable-

3

ge reads his office. If after 2 or [ 4a¥s, ne is getling
nothing out of it, he substitutes for 2 part of 1t some
spriritual reading . IbA% he does on the agvice of a
psycholog.ist conf @ss0Te '

He never remembers scolding the peorle for not visiting
the Bl. Sace de carmot make & long thanksgiving becuase
when he is 1n church alone, e zets olaustr'apbobia.'

He used +he word "’mill-shit"once . Another time, when &

boy was repezatidly asking to g° to the rest rooms he

KEEIX said ¥The next time you'll have to pee oD the

£loor.”

Fr. Dolsina confined Fre Bissonnette's smoking to his

TOOM.
He takes 2 path a weeke

to nead ne Addrese Plate G opuiee mIoved 1iTe 2t
the rectory - %'},ﬁ}gﬁxgggqgmm%. epoke highly of

i

Tr. Dolsinga Complete Letiorshep Service
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#r. Bissonnette:
Joe Saver's oral report (al

although they could not get
more than a peneral jmpression, have the idea he is a very st
pos51bly PArAnoOLC. He is extremely subservient-
too much so. He 18 afraid of the impression the Bishop ‘
would have by his going to the Clinic. That is why be
wents to talk to the Bishop. TP after talking to the

the Bishop thinks be should go to the Clinic,

Le was almost in panic at the

ar. Van Druten and Josz Saver,

sick man -

Lishep,
he would do €O willingly.
interviewe.

Nevis's reporv: adjuztment poor - self-suf ficient -
definite in his views nfreguently wWrong but never in doubt"

distent with other. Main complaint-

=
oG

carliess in dress.
attitude of knowing everything.

Norwich Dlocese - had trouvle with boys (sent out of diocese

hecanse a {ather was threatening arrest.

 Adedress Plate SM&
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July 31, 1965

Bav. Jﬁm Dﬁlsiﬂa—
2%, Cociliets Church Bectory,
Hasheauk, ¥nnesata. ‘

‘Doar Father Dolsinas |
- ' I wWas very mtich é'difimi by j’oﬁx‘- kimi snd priestly.
Jottor whish you sent me., Ib. iﬂ qu:,t.a obvzcma that this prisst neads o
mr:rér-‘ help than' I thought. 1 am ;:mry that ;ou are sabjested teo this oross
X smppode ve heve to take At £ox‘ -'ra%ed than mas’c. o:f the pi‘iasus ‘hhab are
semt tro via Goeli Qr S of its bmwehas nr sma m:hsr institution

have sees sardious desfeets. ?L‘t 15 gt'&‘HEble t.hat a. p&r‘b of . their difrienlty

is ﬁxat. tzwy hnve ta a aaasidamhle degtee« last thair prie t.}.y senga, It '

is a vexr'y 7&d matter, . I mm,..d wi“h %o haiip. : 'hhinic th‘t{ msﬁ priests

 feel t.ha soms way ahout th:i.s‘ Bn’t &f i gxfoblm prie_ "'shcrwa: ne diap’os!;uon

.to ey tm be priasm al.\ w’m tr;r ta haip arﬁ 6] veiy hslpl&ss. 5113'5

hw y;m pet suah (a7a3c) ta BamG t.p his sanuas ,._m thare 15 cmo pmgess v
‘thaf. mtss v.ll a8, , SRR ‘
ta Father. Blssannotte aon@ains. ‘Ehis will he ]
1imp artar wriﬁing 1%, Plsm God I sba}l mxt

' Iau. rey dashray the lewer am! your wpr 2

O
2.92
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July 31, 1965

Rav. Bermard ¥. Bissomnotis,
5%, Cseilia's Chureh Restory,
%&3&?&@@ Hinnsgeta,

Doar Father Bissoumeita:

Tads iz & vax*y painful letter ta wr:‘v.m bal in your
own interests I must writs i,

: Rasantly, Pether Delsina cams to ta}.k ts me sbont yaur sondact, He

iz not the kind of priast who velishes bringing in cozplaiats about 2 prisst,
I think he was almost driven to tesre 1o brdng op the metter ot all. He is
guite awsre how lmportant 4t is thai you gim & gead geogant of yourself if
'mawmw&m&mmms& ' :

. You have sucoesded ia hmginv & tansion into his 1ife that he should
not be subjeetad'km Hor will I ask hism to submit to i%. If thic onsues
in a ‘show of rasentment or vindistiverwse toward him bscauss he ocams to o8 -
that will ».armiaa@s your serviee in this Mooess, Fsther Dolsins wiil tey
ts help yem Plozsy acmpﬁ his g.mst&x conearn as quite geomine,

- bring up orly soms of t}m ampias that causa m SOnCETR, Some
of th:m par%my a 'baé lsck af mmi&sratc!.m for him and fe;- others.

- I Bave baon gwsrs of your in%amsst m liturgieal muste, I mmagad
1%t bacanse I thoughl thaet This interest aight help to sestain your prisstly
interasts. I mast esll your astientisn that you like overy otbar priest or
lay musician who has somposed anythimg must submit yoer copy to the Husic
Comigsion of this Dloecsss befors it imay be used. So far you have no such

spreval of the Commission. I undarsland, however, that you have mixed
graphsé & great amomnt of musle, It has ocost guits a bid of money, The
imglicaum iz that yau are gniug ta introduw this in Saahmuk : .'

- Qe m tim age at the racmzdati&n sf the DMoessan ?Snsic Cona.

mission, I suggosted that the pastors would purchass for their people the
Peoplats Mass Dosk. I think that most of the pastors, inoluding Father
Dolsina, have followed this, In ke mind of the Comsission this book was
the mozt accaptabla, It wald taks care of matters at least for a yesr
until scmathing much belter 9#suld coms out, I would oertainly not recoomend
your compositions until the Music Uommission hss passed on it. And I would
not lmpose 2 new investwent in musie at this time aspesizlly not in mimec.
grm:had sheete messing np ﬂm ms

. Tt comes ta this. 'fwr pmfcm v:iu nvt prevail over the pnstor'a/
Itwm ba too bed itymtrywmkamiasneaf this,

i) 15 slszo allogegi 'chat ym asud mtbm- qmst&amhh lmguage bafors
lay psople in describing two of yowr former pastars, I think that sll of
us might bs mindful of our cun shortcomings before we make public, and in
an eftans:iw way, the shex-tumirsgs of others. There was no nesd feor this,
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Just what did you hops to accomplish by this? And such things “got amﬁna*".

. Is it rie tha® ons morning when you were schaduled to offer the 7115
Hass you insisted on having coffse at 7:007 If this is trus I think it high :
tims that you re-examine the guality of your owm priestly saasibilities, Bot
verg eﬁifying to ﬁm housskespar either < or is it? ' ,

e s.mx oughd to be concerned about your priestly atilirs - or eie you thizak
& dirty sweat shirt i‘astam ragpact? »

SR s‘zall mf: derm the langth of a manksgiving aftsr Masza, Mﬁ you
l:&ved in my bouse I noticed that you cams to breakfast almost immsdiately S
affer Mass: I did not osll your atlention to this. I should have, s prisst
srdained seven yvars should not meed guch a cs:mctian‘ ‘There Ware no omer-
gm"ciee hsm t!mt eallad for tmt. S o

?a?.hsr Qalsim is 2 hard working prisst. His health is not always

gaoi, He needs rest, He usually retires alt around 10100 o'eleck. Do you
think 4t is considerate if you kaep yowr TV geing when he is tryimg to zot
the rest he nseds? In my house, whioh is vepy large, this would net bother

me becsuse I wes at such & distance from yow. But it is certainly different
in 2z swall pectory. Father Dolsima ehould nod bs subjected io the ratiening
of his night's psst by his assistant. 2 gooed priest is also & gentlemen, He

» is considerate even %hwgh th:.s BRY eurtai}. to sogne extant his am g:rafarenass;

- If you tzan*t som hw these thmgs ami bthers can &risra & p&s’?&i’ b
distraemmk, you will have to lokk alsaahere to Mntinm 1%,

- I never sﬁtiwipatad that I would havs to write s lsttar lik& this to
you, 2" 1z the Iirst ons I hdve ever written in t}:zs veln, © du mt en}oy

tbe experisnca. -

I am iaclosing this lsttsr fm an enwlnpa with a latﬁsr Iam sendiug
‘%o Father Delsing. He also has & eopy of 1t:  If he gives 1t to you it
w1ill ba bessuss his effsvis to help you will be unavailing - @ kind of
despsration in not getting snywhers. It iz then time that - you read this
1*&;%@& I hap& it may hel;: ymz in soue way. f’hst is all I desire.

I sha}l keep yeu in my praysrs. ?ioaae keep me in yours.
Sineerely yeurs in Christ,

, o Bishop of Duluth
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10 ANY CATHOLIZ DSHOP V0. EAY ‘BE, INTERESTED TN ACCIPTING THE = © - -
k\‘ SERVECE OF ! “q\miRLN!J 3»,mamu> BISSONNETT < , S

our chellsncv.

This 35 to lubreducs Fathor Bissonmetlo, a prisst of:the.
Djom-Su of I\omivh.» TRoeanse of Fathey }ﬁ:ssomm Lo 's condual, Ui.,nm xilzm.,
Lot constratned Lo ond hiw to'Via Couli® at Jemon Springs, How *{L;xico
Ho was lator brehsTorred Lo a branch of WHa Ueold® - "Qur lady of the
Onous? at Novls, WHinnesota.

Trom Lhwe Lo time Lhave. glven guest priests of thesa two institetions . | |
a chance te yehabllitate t-hummlvoa in thd Liocese of D\L’Lufh. Unfqrtunately. .
all of thesi Im*mm' vclm’,\xt‘a;, hluwd out qntto nisdxe lb]v.

In a relatively small: diocess where the "grape vino n 1s rather exf.‘acti\re
these inbtances madé pastors rather %gun shy™ with rogard to further experi-

ments,

P

Luat Jups T accopled Father Bigssonngtie for service in thy Diocvess of
Palath al Nadltaul, Bnnegobn, Fathar Dolsida, thy pastor, Ls v vexy $9-
Tous priest - onw of Lhe begt: paotm‘ in -the diowess. Tt s quite pussible

that, Father Dolsina is foo mudh of a nerfoct: Lowist to dep) wLER A problsm:

priest.

H

As you will son rom the psycbologist's and psyehistrists peport, wbich
Father Blskoihetie will present to you & & seaYed onvolopn, thero iu n
vather strangs conbination of sulisorviencs o aubhority and of ro‘zeanent
toward authority,  In badkd ing fo Fathed }Zi;:.urmetw T opad the Amprossion:
That he i nat aware of hig rosentmonts though thoy xuvesl themsolvos im &~ v
‘porkain aggidspivencns that makes 13w x bit ddifdevit to Qesd with, Ho does
net bake tinbks. Tt has Lo be #idd on the Line, :

A very eosidorable tunsion daveloped in Fathow Dolsinats life, I
wroto Fathor Bissonsite a rathox sharp lotter. Thoveaftior, up to the Vime
I Jeft for tho- fountldl 1 hjard no moro Jrom E‘.xther L\ol&.‘zm.‘ Thoyvae Wus No

avidoncy of thHe reourrende of L dub anparantily tho
Lension in the pastor 'n‘ltt‘i.muﬂd I W-!) ak Hm Cotmedd the Vieal Gons

aral sonl Fathor Bissonnsiite o Jwt)xcz* Pwti idle Corbetl, the pagtor of St.
Jamss Charel in ajobli. Nptually, Petber Corbetl does neb peed a second

Al 1)v.¥vw Land ’

Thews has been very Little te do for Father Bissonnetts outside of —
hearing confessions and offoring Hasses, when a priest, especially one with
o serlous prohlom, is pol kepl bLugy, the big problem iz apt to roassert it-
suli. Do Tar 31 has nol apprared.
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You will notice that the recommendation of both the psychologist and
the psychiatrist is to have Father Bissonnetts iteach in & High School, The

reasons are given.

Wo have only enho Catholle Hlgh Hchool 4n the Divcese of Didoih hesidey

a garlst acedeny. T conferred wilth the prinsipsl of dur Catholie High
Sehool about wsinmy Fatlior Blssonuotts ay o teacher, A1 the facul £y -assiyn-
monds are f11led. It might be possibla to Juggle thoe schudula se that Father
Bissonnetle could teach Labin., That procoss, however, would bo so artis
fieia} thel the facully mombors wowdd recognize 4t. Jusl how thls might show
in tho attitnde of the fasulty wembers toward: him, I do nol know. Bui thore
15 a risk that might dopress Fathor Blosonnétto, ’

If I eend Fathor Pissonnette Lo another pastor I fear thal Father would
begin with two strikos on -bim,. The priests in this Mooese already know that
be-has had two appointsonts within soven monthes.

1 do think thol The guined conbirsi of Nis payrhosezual problom is a
matior of netable: sucesss. Apparonlly this is not yet & fixed psttern ol
his 13fe - 1.8, the preblon.  In tho past N6 hos Nad his fatiurves but appare
patly this 38 nob as vk an overpowaring drive i his Lifo with which he

camot copo in :uqsonably Tavorable civeumsbanvas. {his opinion is Lorn oub
;1.1). LYo roport of the psyeholoegist and tha psyehiatrist.

No evidence hae coms to my attention that in the past seven menths
thot there 1s any indication af a relapse in this matter. To me this is an
ovidence of considersble achievement that I may not overlook.

© X viohdd Bo glad To give Falher Bissomnetis another appolntwont bit I
havo nething to olffer Bin that follows the. g\udnl’w.neu of the psychologlst and
tho payehfatrist, T ap eoncernon that Fabber Bissonuoiis Vo given a chanco
to reostsblash Wunseld, T do. think this is possible. It 5s . Dxdghtsning
to abandon a privst who ApPIArS Lo bo sbrugpling carnostly, and with somo
o¥idenus of succkss, to gdain the necwusary control over himueld.

<.

I shall be grateful for any consideration you can give te my plea.

Sincerely in Christ,

) kel d,

Bishop 0; Muth
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