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MINUTES OF THE JOLIET DIOCESAN REVIEW COMMITIEE 

April 23, 2002 

·. PLACE Conference R~om, Chancery Building 

TIME 8:00 a.m. 

PRESENT 

OPENING 

DEDE RA 

. "' . 
The meeting opened at 8:00 with prayer by all in attendance. 

Mr.----afleged abuse by Fr. Phillip Dedera. 
con~ not re.turn her call. 

15 
. ' 

attempted to --
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. -) 

CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES OF THE JOLIET DIOCESAN REVIEW COMMITTEE 

November 19, 2002 

PLACE Conference Room, Chancery Building 

TIME 7:30 a.m. 

PRESENT 

EXCUSED 

OPENING The meeting opened at 7:30 a.m. with prayer. 

16 

_d'._.~,,=~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-.iiiiiii--~~~~~~ 
DEDERA/ No repon was available regarding a follow-up letter to Mr. 
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PLACE 

TIME 

PRESENT 

EXCUSED 

 

CO.NFIDENTIAL MINUTES OF THE JOLIET DIOCESAN REVIEW COMMITTEE 

March 26, 2003 

Conference Room, Chancery Building 

7:30 a.m. 

Mr- did not wish any follow-up to his case. 

17 
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TMJA 
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Released April 2014 

CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES OF THE JOLIET DIOCESAN REVIEW COMMITTEE 

November 10, 2004 

PLACE Conference Room, Chancery Building 

TIME 7:30 a.m. 

PRESENT 

EXCUSED 

OPENING 

GRECO 

The meeting opened at 7:30 a.m. with prayer. 

In March of 2004, Mr. - alleged abuse by Fr. Philip Dedera. ~ 
Mr. Byrne received a l~m Mr. Jeff Anderson stating that Mr.._ 
is also alleging abuse by another priest. Mr. Byrne Immediately 
requested additional Information. After a considerable amount of time, 
Mr. ~received a response including a copy of an e-mail sent from 
Mr. - to Attorney Finnegan of Mr. Anderson's office. In line with 
diocesan policy, the State's Attorney (DuPage County) was advised of 
the allegation. was given the priest's name, and was informed that the 
priest is in ministry. 

An investigation on behalf of t.he Commi~tee will depend on steps taken 
by the State's Attorney. · 

A motion was made and carried, that the Bishop is to use his judgment In 
advising the priest about having contact with children. 

18 . ~ 
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PHILIP DEDERA 
FR. DEDERA SCAN FROM DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 

Redacted February 2014 
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DATE: November 3, 1966 

Page 4. 

9&ov076 

Phili came with to see me. We talked for about an hour or 
more. The two points they wanted to discuss were: 

1. the advisability of asking the Bishop for a priest to be in charge of 
liturgy at theseminary, since this is something that the students have noticed 
and thought something should be done about it; 

2. secondly, the recommendation that college seminarians be assigned to 
summer jobs working with children, k& the diocese pick up the tab on their 
seminary expenses, since they wouldn't be working. 

I tactfully pointed out that others are very concerned about the first 
likewise, but there is nothing the Bishop can do about it; and secondly, that 
the experience in working with people, coupled with the financial straits of 
the diocese, would make the second recommendation not feasible or practical. 
Though Phil subsumed on the financial reason, I reiterated the experience 
reason, and he capitulated. He did in fact, even admit that he himself was 
hoping to work in South America in the summer and could do so only if someane 
picked up the tab, so maybe he has an axe to grind. 

Phil also had several reconnnendations for the faculty. They should mix 
more with the students, should be willing to serve each other and give a greater 
example to the students. In short, Phil had some spiritual counsel and spiritual 
direction to give to the faculty. 

On November 4 and 5, in addition to seeing me, Phil saw Father Mayer about 
the liturgy (though he is not a member of the liturgical commission), and 
talked to Father Dan Ryan, and saw Father Pusateri. In almost all of these 
things he was interfering with things that are none of his business or concern, 
and agonized other people whose concern they are. I finally summoned Phil and 
Bob Strusinski to my office to find out what was going on for the Bishop's 
Mass on November 4. Phil had submitted four folk-type numbers, almost all of 
which were not known by the collegians, clainilg to represent a segment of the 
student body. When I asked him if he was representing the liturgical commission, 
he somewhat backed off and said "No", but a group of six or so. Mr. Strusinski 
agreed that you could get six people wanting to do most anything. In short, 
Phil was meddling again. I have cautioned him about this last year. 

His sincerity, to me, is pretty obvious, though I am not always sold on 
the sincerity --- perhaps because some of the others, both faculty and student 
are not so sold. 

Phil, Mike, and I ended our interview by going to chapel and saying a 
prayer together. At the conclusion of it, I was very impressed with Phil's 
sincerity, but the events of the next day make me question it a bit. 

RLK 
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Having voiced our disapproval of the methods used in the 
refusal of orders.we would like now to formulate our per
sonal interpretation of Phil ' and his qualifications, as we 
have mentioned before, are born out of two years of 
living, praying, studying, working, and recreating with 
him. In the time Phil has been here, he has always been 
very active in school politics, liturgy, academics, and 
apostolic works. He is by no means one to sit back 
uninvolved. On the contrary, he is an extremely enthusias
tic and sincere person. For example, he has done a lot 
of work with the liturgy, and in fact was in charge of 
our retreat for minor orders. He has been a member of 
the academics committee and also an active member of 
our apostolic works collllhittee. This year he ran for 
student body president. In all of his endeavors, Phil 
has proved-: himself truly a capable and dedicated worker. 
He has shown that he has the leadership, and the inte
lligence to back up his enthusiasm. 

Phil also knows how to relax and enjoy himself. Re is 
well balanced and makes good use of his time. He joins 
actively in athletics, entertainment, and other recrea
tional doings, and functions very adequately as a well 
rounded individual. He is always cordial and friendly 
and has a warm cheerful greeting for everyone he meets . 

We are writting this letter out of a sincere concern for 
a fair and adequate evaluation of Phil. We want to give 
a realistic view of how we see him and we see that he is 
not perfect, but can adjust to, and work out his problems 
in a very capable manner . We each, of course, know Phil 
on differing degrees of intimacy and in our class none 
of us can say anything detrimental to his character, 
ability, or dedication to the priesthood. He is thus, in 
our estimation, a very capable, adjusted, and sincere 
person and by all means deserving of the reception of 
orders. We strongly stand by Phil in his attempt to work 
through his present situation. We sincerely hope that 
you will give serious consideration to t he confidence 
that we, his classmates, have in him. 

Thanking you for your kind courtesy and time devoted 
in this matter, we remain, 

in Christ, 
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Fr . Roger L. Ka.ffer 
Secretary of t he Seminary Board 
St . Charles Borromeo Seminary 
Rt . 5J and Airport- Rd. 
Lockport, Illinois 60441 

Dear Fr . Kaffer , 

1401 Fifth Ave . 
Dodge City, Kansas 
J une 7, 1970 

I am writing this letter at t he request of Phil Dedera. In 

September of this year-, I • .. -ill be a junior at St . Thomas Seminary 

College , Denver, Co. 

This last year I worked with Phil in the c.c.D. program 

at St . Francis de Sales Pari sh. This was nry first experience 
... 

in c.c.D. work. St. Francis was not an ideal situation i n which 

to work. The overall program was poorly organized and coordinated 

on the parish level. There lOB.S little support . We were more or 

less thrown into the situation and bad t o make the best of it. 

I feel that Phil band.led his pa.rt of the situation with a 

great deal of maturity ar:tl competence . He work wel l with the Par-

ish coordinator and others in the parish program. He had a. good 

raport with the students . In this £irtt year of c .c .o. vork, I 

feel t hat I learned a great deal f rom worki ng vith Phil . In s hort, 

I fe&l that Phil was extremely competent in his -work and that- in 

a large part through his work we bad a good program. 
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Dear Mr. 

REV. PH IL OEDERiv-

May ~" 1984 

I am very grateful for the lett,tl?r you sent me recently 
commending Father Phil O~dera. I assure you that I share your high 
opinion of him. Many people do not have the opportuni ty of coming 
to know a priest as intimately as you have come to know Father 
Phil . Therefore it does not supprise me that you think so highly 
of him. 

Despite the present difficulties at St. Walter 1 s, l 
have talked with Father ~hil and we both feel that he should be 
reassigned at this time. I know it wi ll be diff iuclt for him to 
l ea~e, as it will be for the corrrnunity to have him leave . 

1 have no doubt that you have already found the occasion 
to tell Father Phil of your appreciation and regard for him. It is 
important that our priests hear this from the people they serve. I 
hope also that you will support whomever comes to replace Father 
Phi 1. 

I as f;u.re 1ou of. m;5' .;·apprec 1 at ion for your 1 et ter . 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

January 9, 1987 

RE: Reverend Philip Dedera 

. 325 

000300 

He still continues to be very happy and optomistic. He filled 
me in on all the things he is doing in his parish. In the Spring he 
plans to tuckpoint it, and has the assurance of a pretty good donation, 
probably in the neighborhood of $30,000, coming in. He m~ved th~ 
organ at St. Joseph's in Loda from the downstairs to the upstairs, 
more people will now sing in the choir The Co ·1 of a h 

e • II - • 

I 

Phil is working with an ecumenical group and just seems to be 
thrilled and enthused, and continuing to do. a good job. I commended 
him,. 

cc: Bishop Joseph Imesch ~· 

. ' . . ~ . ; ·~ i 
·~. t 

.. . .. t.~ .. t. 
Bishop Roger L. Kaffer 
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CHANCERY 

Reverend Phillip Dedera 
St. Mary Parish 
407 w. Pells Street 
Paxton , IL 60957 

Dear Phil: 

~eptemher 1 7 , 1987 

As I a m making my second- year visitations of the priests , I have 
been inviting fellows to my house. However, since it is such a long 
drive for a short visit from the south, I p lan to come down there for 
about three days, seeing fellows at· about an hour and a half intervals , 
which should give us about 45 minutes to an hour to visit. If there is 
anything you want to discuss with me, have it ready. According to the 
itinerary I h a ve worked out, I would plan to visit with you on October 
15th at 6:00 p . m. at Paxton . I hope this will be convenient fo r you, so 
I won't have to do too much juggling back and forth . But if it isn't, 
call my secretary, 1 a nd we surely can work out something else . 

Looking forward to visit i ng with you and with a plea and a promise 
of continued mutual prayers always, I rem.ain 

RLK:bjd 

sincerely yours in the Sacred Heart , 

Most Reverend Roger L. Kaffer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 
Vicar General 

p.s. I'd like to join you for a bite of supper, Phil. I'm allowing 
an extra half hour for that . 

42 5 5t' 'v1'v1iT STREET JOLIET, ILUl\ 01560435 
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333 
OGO SO ~ 

Memo re: Father Phil Dede ra - 2 - October 15 , 191 7 

out lying families of the parish. He makes communion call~ 
evPry First Frida y , and doesn 't fi nish until about 12t30 p .m; · 
For this reason, he could never make the Black Pan tsers' 
l un cheon meetings on the First Friday. He s e ldom make s them 
on other Fridays either . It is a long drive , and they ne ve r 
comP south f o r them. He does ' try to mak~ t h e cluster meetings 
most of the time . Phil evidently s ees mor e of t he priests in 
thP f ar southern part of the dio cese, like Matt Walsh and Bi!1. 
Smit h. 

I expr~ss~d ~Y concern lest he feel lonely or 
isola pj, He said he fPels n~ ither . His dad som~t 1nPs come s 
down . HP. is busy and he se~ms happy . 

I also asked Phil about retreat , and he said he did 
not rna~P onP this year . Being gone a month i n thP summe r o n 
thP Pr1Psts' PrPaching Seminar at Catholic University and 
co~ing back to tuckpointers behind schedule all took away 
ti~P that could othPrwise have been spPnt on retreat, hP 
~~oliPd. I simply exhorted him to be aware of t he importance 
of retreat, and also with a retreat master who c a n challenge , 
confront and insoirP a person . 

I askPd Phil, most confident ia lly, abou~ 
HP said thP oolice had quest ioned him , and he tol d thPm 
two incidents about which thPy asked had happened after hP 
had lPft. HP assured them that had he had any Pvide.nc~ of 
wrong doing, he CPrtainly would have done s omething about i t. 

I commended Phil f o r the fine job he is doing . H~ 
has a ch0ir, a convert was coming for instructions as I wa s 
lPavi~g, and ha ~us t seems to be doing a fine job ovPrall . 
I told Phil I am p=oud of him . 

HP feels h~ knew himsPlf and is v~ry happy that his 
firs~ as signment as a pastor is in a rural setting whPre 
h~ can mak e de cisions a nd learn how to do things on a s mal ler 
sea l~ than in a large s uburban parish . 

Bishop Roger Kaff Pr 

RLK : b i d 

cc : Bishop Joseoh Imesch 

t 9: 
.$ 
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000312 
October 11, 1980 

CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMO FOR THE FILE RE: Father Phil Dedera 

I could not have been more welcome. I arrived at 
5:00 p.m. and left Phil abou--8:30 .m. Phil and I 
talked for an hour , picked up , and Phil took 
us out to dinner in Loda. Coming ac , Phil shoved me 
St. .Joseph's Church and asked me to sign the guest 
register with a message. We then dropped off 
and Phil introduced me to the choir, which was 
rehearsing, bad them s i ng a song for me, and he asked me 
to give them my blessing . He then led me to a gas 
station, insisted on paying for a full tank of gas , and 
led me to the highway to Gibson City. 

Phil is what a parish priest ought to be about. 
When I first arrived , he showed me all the things he has 
done since I was l ast here for Conf i rmation. New parish 
signs (at both Paxton and Loda) , new sidewalk, new 
blacktop l i ned for _ parking and handicapped, beautiful 
new altar base , new sound system in the church, 
medi ta ti ve music tapes played before Mass, a very fine 
col..t.ection of resources (books, tapee, etc. ) for both 
CCD and adult education , including sex education 
material for parents , nev vestment case that the- men are 
building, renovated front porch for sitting room-office, 
etc::. 

Phil i s positive , happy, busy and just seems to 
be doing a bang- up job. Everyone knew him in the 
restaurant and greeted him. 

Personally , Phil seems to be doing fine. He 
consulted me on how to ~ea! with a Peoria priest, said 
he would "punch out 11 anyone who told him he had nothin<J 
to do in the country bec~use he is so busy (but loves 
it), and told me about a Holy Hour he had for 
neighboring priests to conclude the Marian Year. About 
six came and they enjoyed it very much, both the prayer 
and the meal togethe~. Phil is promoting priestly 
fraternity. 

I consulted him about the eventual amalgamation 
of parishes in general, and specifically consulted him 
about Beaverville. 
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June 8, 1989 

Loda, IL 60948 

Dear 

Many thanks for your recent letter. What a 
beautiful tribute it was to Father Dedera and his 
ministry. He is an outstanding priest and has certainly 
given himself generously to the Catholic community as 
well as the community at l arge. I can understand youx 
high regard for him. 

As much as I wou l d l ike to join you on Friday, 
evening, Juoe 16th, I will be unable to since I will be 
attending our National Bishops' meeting in Newark at 
that time. I wish that I could be with you. While 1 
will not be able to come on that occasion, I do hope to 
be able to schedule myself for the installation of your 
new pastor, Father Mahoney. 

Again, my sincere thanks for your beautiful 
testimony to Father Dedera. It is nice to receive 
letters such as yours! 

Sincerely in Christ, 

ce le; ez cud Julm S 1 ahe r 

Most :Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 
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August 2, 1994 

Momence, 

Dear 

I £"ead the letter which you sent me recently 
expressing your concerns about Father Dedera and his 
relationship to the school board. Normally, letters such as 
these are handled by our Superinteodent of Scbools, Sister 
Jeanette Ziel ioksi , O.S.F. I am sure she would be very 
willing to lock into this matter further, bot to do so i t 
would be necessary for me to share your concerns ~ith 
Father Oedera. I believe he has a right to know about your 
concerns. l do not feel that I can bring these to him 
anonymously. I would hope that for the good of the parish 
and the school you will parmit me to do this. 

Just a few weeks ago I happened to meet a priest 
who knows your new principal. He had nothing but the 
highest praise for her. I believe that he said that she had 
W(){l an a~ard ~ecently for beiog an outstanding principal. 1 
am hopeful that her presence will help to resolve some of 
your concerns. 

Some of the issues you raised are serious and 
need to be brought to Father Dedera's attention. Again, I 
hope you will allow me to share your letter with him. l can 
assure that there will be no recriminations. 

With every best wish, 

Sin9erely in Christ, , 

Most Reverend Joseph L. lmesch 
Bishop of Jolie t 

• 

be-Sister Jeanette Zielinski, O.S.F. 
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224 East Washington 
Momence, Illinois 60954 
November 14, 1994 

Most Reverend Joseph L lmesch, D. D. Bishop 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Joliet 
The Chancery 
425 Summit St. 
Joliet, Illinois 60435-7193 

Dear Bishop lmesch, 

0 ., ·:in,-. Q 
uv ..ic> 

I would like to introduce myself and to call your attention to a concern of me and 
others in our parish, St. Patrick in Momence. 

The reasc;>n for this letter is to ask for your assistance in transferring Rev. Phillip 
Dedera to another parish. I question his mental stability, his honesty, and his integrity. 
There have been many times that Rev. Dedera has completey disregarded a family's 
request for meaningful funerals. On more than one occasion Rev. Dedera has not allowed 
a family to have another priest deliver the homily for the deceased when that priest had 
known the family for years and Rev. Dedera told the family he would allow the other priest 
to give the homily. On more than one occasion Rev. Dedera sang at funerals at the 
funeral home after the family and I had requested that no music be sung or played. On 
more than one occasion Rev. Dedera has lied to me in the sacristy at St. Patrick's. On 
more than one occasion Rev. Dedera has had his dog on the altar during funerals, 
upsetting family members when the dog licks itself. I am prepared to furnish you with the 
dates and names of these instances. 

I can also voice i;oncern as a parent with a student at St. Patrii;k Academy. On 
more than one occasion Rev. Dedera has physically pulled a child out of the pew to 
make some point in a sermon. On one occasion he laid the child on the floor and put his 
foot inches above the child's stomach. Unfortunately no one could remember what point 
he was trying to make. 

A number of concerned parishioners and former parishoners have requested that 
I write to you about Rev. Dedera's behavior. Many fonnerly active parishoners have left 
the church, going not to other Catholic churches but to the Methodist Church, the New 
Life Christian Church, and to the Lutheran Church here in Momence. If you would like 
to talk to me or to any other parishoners, a meeting can be arranged. 

r-;:: - . 

- ..... ___ _ 
~: I 6 1994 

- .... -
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03/ 29 /95 3:00 p.m. 

03/ 29/95 4:30 p.m. 

0 4 /04/95 8: 40 a.m . 

04/10 / 95 11:00 a.m. 

04/18/95 9 :5 0 a .m. 

- cal l ed 
following up 
on 4/12/95 ) . 

~ ·-· .- . . --~1 
~·~' ,/ .. .. . . . . . . - . ~ . "/ i 

:~- CONFIDENTIAb - '~ 
~- · ~. ~~ 
~~~ ... ~ .;. . ,.. ..... ~ 

000408 

CONJUNCTIVE CONTACTS 

and reached - · ( - was 
posed by the Review Comm ittee 

During t he p one consu t, 
volunteered she had known the accused pr iest during her high 
schoo l years and had "always heard kids say i ng no one should 
be alone " with the priest b ec ause he is "li ke weird , y ou 
know. " She concurred, when a s ked, that to 1 d her 
about the al1eaed incident 

\ 



( 

FR. DEDERA SCAN FROM DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 
Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 
Released April 2014 

04/19/95 12:15 p . m. 

- z -

440 

- cal led B~Imesch and reported the corroborating 
phone cal 1 with __. 

04/20/95 11:30 a . m. 

04/20/95 3:25 p .m. 

Bishop rmesch called 11111 and reported the accused Priest has 
denied everything ( never liquor to minors; he never had minors 
sleep overnight, etc. ) It was decided that - see i f she 
could , discreetl y and without pressure , inquire as to lllll's 
openness to or readiness for a face-to-face meeting with the 
Priest, as l ong as -- or another professional were also 
~nt (Hopefully,SU"'Ch a meet i ng could both facilitate 
- · s healing and clarify if or what occurred ). 

04 / 21/95 3:10 p.m . 

- reached --at home . He did not even bes i ta t e a 
moment before ~ing both his availability for and desire 
to address the Priest face-to-face. 

04/21/95 3:25 p.m. 

- called Bishop Imesch and shared ... s availability and 
desire. 



         
   

 

 

   

   

   
   
   

   

  

        
          
           

         
      

        
         

          
         

      

 
         

 
 

      

      

     
    

Released April 2014



         
   

  

 

 

   

   
   

      

    

        
         

 

          
 

     
     

 

Released April 2014



        
   

 

 

 

  

 

     
   

   
   

   

              

 

       
              

           

        
         

      

             
             

             
           

     

                
            

             
  

               
            
             

             

Released April 2014



        
   

 

 

 

            
                

             
            

  

            
            

              
               

            
            

               

Released April 2014



         
   

 

 

   

  

        
          

        
          

     

         
         

         
         

   

          
        

      

     
    

 

  

Released April 2014



         
   

 
    

  
          

       
         

     
 

         
         
         
       
   

   
  

        
        
   

       
        

       
  

 

 

Released April 2014



         
   

 

 
   

 

   
   

      

 
  

   

  

  

           
          
           

             
           

          
   

    
   

   

      
      

         
         

      

     
    

 

Released April 2014



         

 

   

  

          
          

         
         
         

          
        

      

     
    

 

   
 

 

Released April 2014



          
      

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

      

  

 
  

  
 

 

 

  

Released April 2014



         

     

   
 

  

 

 

  
    

 

 

 

  

     

Released April 2014



        
   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

  

  

Released April 2014



         

 
   

 

 

   

  

        
          

        
          

     

         
        

         
         

   

          
        

      

     
    

 

 

Released April 2014



         
   

 

    

   

     
    

   
 

   
   

   

           

          
             
          
    

 

 

 

Released April 2014



         
     

 

  

   

   

  

           
            

             
          
         
        

           
            
          
           
           

         
          

           
         

   

     
   

Released April 2014



         
   

 

  

  

    
     

  
  

   

   

          
         

        
      

          
        
         

           
       

         
      

      
         

         
        

      
       
        

Released April 2014



         
   

 

 

        
        
       

       
        

      
        
        

 

    
     

         
        
       

        
          

      
          

         
        

        
         
          

      
       

        
        

     

      
        

Released April 2014



         
   

 

  

          
        
       

      

       
           

       
          
        
        
        

       

         
          

            
         
         
      

         
        

        
          

        
       

         
          

         
          

      

Released April 2014



        
   

 

 

   

         
   

          
         

        
  

 

Released April 2014



        
   

 

   

 

         
         

           
          
        

  

        
          
          
           

      

        
             
          

       

        
           

      

          
        

      

     
     

 

 

 

 Released April 2014



          
   

  
 

   

    
 
   

   
   

   

          
        

         
       

          
   

        
       

       

    
     

   

 

   

Released April 2014



         
   

 

 

   

 

        
          
         

 

      
        

         
      
        

        
          

           
     

     
           

   

         
        

          
        

      

     
    

 

       

Released April 2014



         
   

 

    

     
    

    
   

    

           
              

          
       

            
           

           
             
          

         
            

          

              
            

            

            
          
       

          
           

          
          

           
          

             
   

              
          

           
             

       

             
             

            
           

Released April 2014



        
   

 

 
 

        

           
            

          
             
             

           

          
          

        

Released April 2014



         

 
   

 

   

  

         
            

            
             
           

          
   

         
            

            
            

         
         

           
           
             
             
           

            
            

           
   

             
            

           
           

      

      

     
    

 

       

Released April 2014



        
   

 

 

 

   

  

  

           
           

            
            
         

       
    

 

           
          

   

   
 

        

         
   

   
      

           
         

            
           

         
           

          
        

      

 
   

     
    

Released April 2014



        
   

 

 

 

   

 

Released April 2014



         
   

 

 

  

 

 

 

    

    

Released April 2014



   
 

         

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

Released April 2014



         

 

   
 

   

           
         

          
          
            
       

            
         
           

          
 

    

          
        

      

     
    

 

Released April 2014



         
   

  

 

   

 

  

 

   

  

           
            

           
             
             
           

       
         

     

          
          

            
        

           
          
 

         
          

            
             

            
 

    
     

            
        

 

 

Released April 2014



         
 

 

   
 

 

         
        

         
        

      

     
    

  

 

   

 
 

 

  

Released April 2014



( 

FR. DEDERA SCAN FROM DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 476 
Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 
Released April 2014 Q J 0 5 6 .l! 

December 13, 1995 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Yoor letter of December 4th bas arrived. In the 
final parag~aph, you said if you could provide any 
addi tiooal iefGrmation , that I should not beaitate to 
eoatact you at any time. Bence, this letter·. 

With cordial personal regards and with a plea aod a 
promise of continued mutual prayers always, I re!Mlin 

B.LK:bjd 

Sinferely you~s in the Sacred Heart, 

Most Reverend Roger ~. Kaf fer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 

cc: Reverend Philip Dedera 
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000724 

June 17, 1997 

Reverend Phil Dedera 
St. Fatriek Residence 
1400 Brookdale 
Naperville, IL 60563-2126 

Dear Ji'hil, 

there are two 
things I do wan~ ~o call to your attention before I lea.v~ 
this week for the Bishops' Meeting and then for surg~ry. 

The other thing is the C.P.E. I already did tell 
you to get into the program at Edward liospital and send 
the bill to us. It is really necessary tbat you do that 
'Decause we are probably gGing to have to call on you 
befoxe the year is out for some help in tbat ~rea. 

Ot.berwise, tbingf! seem to be going very well, and 
for that I am grateful, 'and I'm &ure you are too. 

With cordial personal ~egards and witb a plea and a 
promise of co~tinued mutual prayers always, I remain 

RLK:bjd 

Sincerely yours in the Sacred Heart, 

Most Reverend Roger L. K4f fer 
Auxiliary Bishop of Joliet 
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FROM: 

RE: 

Bish-op Joseph L. Imesch 

J:lfaliup R.qger L. Kaffer 

Fath~ Phil Dedera 

At my request, Fhil:came to see ine and we talked for the betterpart 
of an hour. It was o~e of Ui(} best meetings I've had with Phil in some titµ~. 

I told him that Sister- needs another office and approached 
me recently to see wl!etl!er Phil could possibly live next door at St: Thomas 
the Apostle. I had told her to talk to to see whether tlmtwo'tJ].d 
be feasible.~ru? very ope,Q. to it, so I told Phil that I wante<l to be the 
one to tell him of this p9~ibility. 

I told him t4~ I futd also told Sjster that we intende'll to 
· appoint Phil as chaplain af Edwards Hospital, not in place of but itl 

addition to his duties at St. Pattie}.<;' s. I asked Phil what the status is 9fhis 
C.P.E., (l:tld much to my Slirpnse_, he told me that they baq a thr.~e-h0m 
oo~se at St. Thom~ S~ in Denvet and were told that they, would be 
qualified to be hospital ch~plains after that course. He doesn't !Qiow that 
it was called C.P.E. at th~ time, but it shoUld be on his transctipt. As he 
described it, it appafe.ntly was what we would call a C.P .E. course. l:Je said 
he had spoken with someone at Edwards Hospital and they were fmpili~ 
with the OetJ.ver pro~ and very affirtning of it They had a psychologist 
or psychiatrist who h~ ~189 &iven some talks, hruf hospital expeP.~c~,. I 
believe witnessing an QRetation, a birth, etc. They were given guidanc~ pn 
how to deal with families; ete. Moreover, Phil, prior to getti.Q.g in to "all of 
this describeq st>m~ of~ e:s:p~nences alr~y ct.t EdWards Hospital. H@ has · 
told them to call when~ettlwy need a priest has gone always when 
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February 6,2000 

MeadoWbroak Manor of Naperville 
§ + 

720 Raymond Drive + Naperville, llfinois 6J563 
Phone 6X).355.()220 

567 

O ~ no 17 vUO_c_ 

As per your request, I am sending this letter to inform you of the reason we are requesting that Father 
Dedera not return to the facility. There have been a few times that Father has arrived at our home with strong 
alcohol on his breath. This was a problem brought to my attention when I started at Meadowbrook in October. 

I was very upset with Father on Thursday January 13,2000. He arrived about 15 minutes late and then 
proceeded to tell the residents that he was too ti red to do a mass, he will just give communion. He was asked by { 
the residents why this decision was made and Father proceeded to expl~ that he had to attend to the people t~y' 
are dying in the hospital went into detail about why they died and how. Then told the residents that he had m7 
important things to do then spend a lot of time at the home. This upset the residents a great deal. They l~ 
forward to the mass, since they can not get out to church. He then \\'ent throughtout the building and off9red 
communion to those who couldn't get to mass. On his way out he started banging on the elevator doors"in front of 
the residents, family. staff. He was upset that the elevator was taking to long. He then proceeded to yell at one of 
staff members about opening the coded door so he could take the stairs. Since she did not know the code he went 
through the door and set the alarms off upsetting a lot of people. V ~ ,, ,., ' 

Again, on Thursday Jan uary 27,2000. Father only came to pass commwtlon this time he did not even 
bother to take his coat off and show some interest in being in the building. The residents arc very disappointed in 
this behavior. Thursday February 3, 2000. he canceled at the last minute and the residents were YCI)' 

disappointed. 

Thank you for the consideration and if you have any question feel free to call me (630)-355--0220. 

~ 
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Memo re: f athe~ Phil D~d~ra 

fllrui'a vefy pl~vi$itwlth Phil; Jle ~tarre4 ifi bJ.tellliig m~}iowpt~i'Kithe 
Ftptestant c!faplaut at]Wwards Host?iqtJ was ·atm.y Cbristtn1s .greeting. 

~ '.."-' 

*':\ - .. ' ~ • . ' 

,, fhen i?bil told me all af~e~hehad' done tll~t~om.in~.- ~~it was a01~: 
He~~-a pretty busysclied~~- He cev~rs Edwafgs_.Ifnspjtal and.St. Ratrrick's, says 

. ~' I tJ:Ynk op9e a w~~k ~t ~~q~wer6QW,~ -wig t!lke~ ~o!1ttlp.~ therx, @Pd al$.o 
· g9ve.t:s any auointifigs fQt the patish tha~ M can. 

j ~·,;._ 

. . 

- ."' fte took;ime-0uto1I.th~ deck fti show iye some ofthe garcj~n.jn_g tha 
iQ;_ beliim;J the li9u$e, mcluuin~ a y~ty s.maU tisJI pond.. :~ ~- :. __ 

'· 
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Ousted priest 
called 'caring' 
By Mary Baakervllle, Journal writer not, everybody liked him." 

MOMENCE - Phillip Dedera is remem- "We' .. e h · at he can cleat his 
bered here as a parish priest who was caring name," said ... I just felt like it 
and involved in the community. couldn · may not be guilty of 

this" ' Father "D," as he was known, served at · · 
St. Patrick Church in Momence from 1989 to Longtime parishioner · 
1995 and ui Paxton priqr to that. He· was agreed, saying, "I was very shocked. I lilted 
well-known for his_ canine companion _ him very much. He was a very loving and 
"Addle," a black lab dog who never left his caring person. He was esJ1~ially good to me 
side. Most recebtly, Dedera ~ei:ved as chap- an~ m! family at the time my husband was 
lain at Napervllle's Edward Hospital. d~ 

Parishioners here are hoping the 57-year , • --has eight children, all bap
old priest will be able to elear bis name said bzed at the Church and all graduates of the 
longtime St. Patrick · parishioner M~cie school. "He was there for all of us." 
Siwicki. "I just really am surprised, and I feel for 

A letter from Bishop Joseph L. Imesch him because he was a very good man, and he 
annowicing Dedera's removal from the still is, I'm sure." 
ministry bec.ause of an allegation Of se:r:ual She learned of the allegation on Friday 
abuse that occurred in the mid-1970s wa~ on the news. "That's just it It is an allega-
read at the Masses thiS past weekend. tion. · 

The memories of his time at st. Patrick's "Recent tiews. t?f sel'.ual abuse by priests is 
Church are all good, ... said. She is sad for the churcti," she ~d. "It's going to 
the church sacristan and lay minister. She hurt the churc~ some~hat, but I do think 
knew Dedera well · · we're going to ge~tlirough iL" 

"He had' an elderly father living next door "Maybe it :will tnake ·lis stronger. I think 
to the rectory. He took care of him well." it's something tliat .has to tie completely 

News of the allegation was sad news for cleared up: It has €o be dealt With,_and dealt 
the parish, she said. "We were over- with properiy: 
whelmed. He baptized one of my grandchll• · "It should hate· been dealt with immedl-
dren." ately." 

"I ca,n't say enough about · ~im." She •••••••lhas attended Mass 
ref!1embers him as a very caring pastor. at St. Patrick's for 60 years. He knew Father 

"People in town really liked him. He Dedera w~ll : "To me he was a very gener
popped in every business place. Catholic or ous, kind, and caring person." 
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I will tell you in confidence that Father Dedera came to see me at my home just two or 
three days before the news was released to the press. He said he had just come from 
a visit with you, or perhaps it was Bishop lmesch, and I assumed that it was with you. He 
was subdued and spoke of burnout and the need for a break. He also spoke of his long
time interest in entering the contemplative life. All the while Father spoke, I knew that he 
was deeply troubled by something, and I wondered what it was. I felt he was saying 
good-bye to me which left me to speculate that maybe he was experiencing health 
problems. 

Father and I were good friends, so I was very shocked and grieved when I later learned 
the real reason for his subdued manner. Because he and I were such close colleagues 
and friends, the fact that he did not choose to tell me that soon I would hear some terrible 
allegations against him and that he was innocent of the charges, suggested to me that 
the allegations were probably true. 

~e true, this does not change the fact that I, and my colleague, Chaplain 
- still love Father Phil as a brother in Christ. We deeply regret that he has 
disappeared off the face of the earth, so to speak, and that we have no way to tell him in 
person that we love him and are grateful for the ministry he provided here at Edward. 

If the allegations are true, I also feel compelled to say that I have also experienced 
feelings of anger and betrayal. What troubles me most is the stance of the Catholic 
Church about these matters. Why is it that when priests are involved in alcoholism and/or 
sexual misconduct, the Church gets help for them and makes the determination that they 
are not fit for the parish? But the Church then turns around and makes the judgment that 
they are suited for ministry in the hospitals and nursing homes (supposedly because they 
are more supervised). Yet, such places are filled with vulnerable people. This makes no 
sense to me, and the practice should stop! 

If you knew that Father was involved in sexual m isconduct as the allegations suggest and 
did not tell me, I am deeply troubled by this. The manager of the Department of Religion 
and Health at Good Samaritan Hospital was told in advance of their former priesfs (I 
understand he was recently removed from his duties there) history of sexual misconduct, 
and this should have been the case here. 

The Catholic Church--and all denominations, for that matter-are being shaken to their 
foundations by these allegations. And my faith tells me that God will undoubtedly find a 
way for truth, justice, mercy and healing to prevail! 

It is time for confession and repentance throughout all the denominations so that God's 
grace may abound and healing can begin. There has been a conspiracy of silence among 
the leaders (the Shepherds) of many denominations regarding sexual misconduct, and 
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that angers me because of the insensitivity that has for decades been shown to the 
unfortunate victims of abuse-especially innocent children. Regrettably, we, the 
Shepherds, have not taken our sacred trust to guide and to protect our sheep seriously 
enough; therefore, wolves have been free to wound and even destroy our flocks. Lives 
have been deeply scarred and some have been lost due to our irresponsible behavior and 
refusal to be held accountable. 

If you ever speak with Father Dedera, please tell him that till loves him 
as a sister in Christ. If he is guilty of the charges brought against him, then I would say 
to him the same thing that I believe Jesus would say, "Repent. Confess your sins to your 
brothers and sisters in Christ and to God on High, and then go and sin no more!" 

Peace in Christ, 
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May 5, 2002 

The Most Reverend Joseph L lmesch, D.D.Bishop 
Diocese of Joliet 
Chancery 
425 Summit Street 
Joliet, IL 604 3 5 

Dear Bi.shop lmesch : 

On behalf of th~, I would like you to know of our experiences with 
Father Philip Dedera whom we first met in the late 1970s at St. Walter Parish 
in Roselle. Then we knew him as a priest who d elivered wonderful homilies. 
Our paths next crossed at the time 

was dying- at Edward Hospital, Naperville in June of 2000 and Father 
Phil was the chaplain there. Father Phil gave the last rites of the church t<>m 
He gave - and me great comfort during the two weeks we were at Edward 
H ospital and helped our whole family say farewell to .. I don't know how we 
would have gotten through it without the prayers and love extended to our 
family by Father Phil. 

We are shocked and dismayed to hear of the dismissal of Father Phil from his 
ministry at Edward Hospital and understand your actions. But we remember 
him with affection during our time of need. 

We pray for you and Father Phil and all the priests at this troubling time. 

With our best wishes, 

St. James the Apostle Church 

MAY 8 2002 
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Received a message that a called. When I contacted him 
he said that he had been vie 1m1ze y r. edera. I apologized for what 
he had suffered and told him that I would have one of the therapists on our 
Review Committee call him. He asked what would happen especially 
since Fr. Dedera was alread out of minist . My response was that the 
Diocese would that his allegation would be 
brought to the Review Committee. 

Sr. Judith Davies 



 

         

     

   
 

    

   
   

   

            
                

               
               

                 
              

                
                

              
               

                  
    

            
                

            
           

            
               

                
           

              
                 
             

      

Released April 2014



FR. DEDERA SCAN FROM DIOCESE OF JOLIET NO. 
Redacted February 2014 
TMJA 
Released April 2014 

671 

G.J 891 ·+ 

I asked him about some kind of employment, and he said that 
he was thinking about trying to get a job through some friends. 

When he spoke about the people who were ill or who were 
dying earlier, I mentioned how many people had told me of his wonderful 
ministry to families and to those who were dying. I mentioned that just two 
nights earlier, a woman approached me at St. Irene in Warrenville, and told 
me how wonderful he had been at the death of her grandfather, how he had 
spent time kneeling on the floor, praying with her as her grandfather was 
dying. 

Phil seems to have a particular gift for caring for people in their 
last days and for their families. I spoke to him about the possibility of 
obtaining a position as a grief counselor at a funeral home. He said that he 
had thought about that. 

Because we had not heard from Phil for two months after he 
was placed on administrative leave, I had some concerns about his well 
being. He seems to be doing very well and is coping with his difficult 
situation. He said that he is saying Mass privately each day and spending a 
good deal of time in prayer. When I asked if there was anything we could do 
for him, he said that he is getting along. 

cc-Bishop James Fitzgerald 
Bishop Roger Kaffer 
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MEMORANDUM 

April 16, 2002 

TO: Mrs. 

FROM: Sister Judith A. Davies, OSF 

RE: Reverend Phillip Dedera 

000923 

Please begin the $500 per month disabil ity benefits for Father 
Phillip Dedera. If he received a salary check from the Diocese for the first 
two weeks in April , he should receive $250 this month and then $500 for 
subsequent months. If he is receiving full payment for April , then his $500 
disability benefit should begin in the month of May. 

Please contact - regarding when salary checks would have 
been issued to Father Dedera. 

Thank you very much. 

Sis?er Judith A. Davi~s. OSF 
Chancellor 
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Dear Phil, 

000947 

February 6, 2003 

Thanks for your prompt response to my letter. I am enclosing the 
material that we received from the Secretary of State's office. 

I appreciate your sending me your address. If you would, please 
send me your phone number also. 

By now you should have received your January check. I am told 
they are sent out on the first of the following month. If you have not received 
it, please give me a call and do that whenever the check does not arrive within 
the first week of the new month. 

Phil, sometirlle after the end of February I wish you would contact 
- to arrange an appointment. I would like to talk with you in the near 
~ 

I am grateful for your prayers and I assure you of a continued 
remembrance in mine. 

With every best wish, 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joseph L. Imesch 
Bishop of Joliet 

be-Bishop James Fitzgerald 
Bishop Roger Kaffer 
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