I-lilllllll]”llll




P e

T H E CUR I A
THE ARGIDIOCESE OF SATNT TAUL AND MINNEZAPOLLS



T H E C U R 1A
THE ARCHDIOGESE OF SAINT PAUL AND MINNEAPOLIS

IN CAUSA Pr. Num,: S,P.AM.¢{ 744/73

ordinationis Sacrae

PORIER, Jamesn Robexrt



S E e

1 1 (SR SO O
TR AT IIALLEL CF SVNT TNHL ANIMIN KEAPDLI

N CAUSA Pe, Num, o S.PLAMM, 0 TUN/T3
Ordinalionils Savroe

PORTLR. Jamus Robert
VOTUM OF ORDINARY OF PLACE OF REBIDENCE
Mest Holy Father: :

I audress this to vou, Most Holy Father, as my endorsement of
vhe Petition of FATIER JAMES ROBERT PORTER, as Ordinary of his place of
residence, Father Porter is a priest of the Diocese of Tall River,
sassachusetts., e is a permanent resident of this Archdiocese, at 1781
Gulden Place, Maplewood, Minnesota 35109,

Fatheyr Porrcor was orvdained on April 2nd, 1960; he formally re-
quested laicization on January lst, 1971: he has been a resident of tnis
Archdiocese sinve that time,

In accordance with the dirzetives of the Dectrisal Congregation
of January 13th, 1971 (Protocol Number 128/71), the Acts of this Petition
are now submitted to me for my own endorgement and votum, and will be for-
warded to Your Holiness by the preper Ordinary of Father Porter.

The Acts include a Ingthy personal Petition written by James,
explitit recommendations towards laicization from the Servants of the
paraulete, a report from the Priest-Psyehologist retained as a Con-
sultant in these tases by this Archdiocese, recollections from the
proper Chancery of Father Porter, and, finally, the recollections and
evaluations of priests who were clese to this Petitioner. 1In the light
of the psvcholeogival recommendavions, the grave harm which continued
priestly practice might produee, the noture of the case, and the earnest
request of Father Porter's proper Crdinary, I endorse this reguest with
considerable concern and emphasis,

There are hec counter-indications to my submission of this request
to Your Helinass; Father Porter®s dishop has acceded to it; it is my con-
viction that every possible means towards the salvation of this vocation
has been taken, and to no avuil, There seems tu be no prospect wharsoever
of a change of mind on the part of the Petitioner. Quite the contrary, by
his own account (not to mention that of others) the roots of this distress-
iny action o back seme thivieen years.- and probably, unrecognized; much
Larchey,

The Potitioner has not heen p source of scandal within this Arch-
siocese, Neither is it my feeling that this Petition., should it graciously
be opanted, would be a detriment to the Faith of the people of this Arch-
siovese, ov, so far as can be seen, elsewhere, Father Porter is not known



nere. and apparently has never exercised his priesthood in this seevion of
she United States. The sranting of these dispensations by the Hely See is
no loficer n matter of novelty or of wonderment among the faithful of this
country. The decisien ul this Pemitioner, ang its implementation, will be
recesved (as ] receiye it) with pain and rvegret at the loss of a member to
the uetive miplstry of the priesthood, but nof neeessarily with any jeopardy

ta the Faith,
In fvaternal and Filial sorrow, thereforu, and iIn paternal consern
Far thiis Petitioner, I rvemand his plea to the gradiopus consideration of

Your Holiness, requesting that it be granted, and reassuring you, Most Holy
Fathes. of every contern for this now ueparted servant of the altar,

1 am your obedient and hiumble servant in Christ,

Arvchbishop locadjutor of Saint Paul and Minneapoiis
July 17 . 1873,



S QUL G U N
VD L (MIOLLSL B SMNY DALL ANO MINNTATY by

IN CAUSA Pr, Num,: §,P. AN, T44/73

Qurdinaticnls savray

PORTER., James Robere

WO RN, Bl

o =+ it i R e

INDEX
Appointment of Deélegated Priegr--s~--~=w—-we----- o T o T
Letrer from Bishop Daniel 4. Cronin, Fall Rivey-----v-=e-=
petition of James Robert Porter, Petitioner----- ST e
Personal Deposition of Petitioneyss------res--cecnueamnnon
Confidential Information from Proper Diocese

of PETLTiONEY-~wmmmc e~ e s sbe o - e ——-————

Lerter to Peritioner from Diocese of Fall River---eawa-no--
Material Submitted by Via Coeli Monastlrym~-ss-eecnwmamoa-
Materigl Submitred by Servants of the Paraclerte--resv-wm=es
Confidenrial Infermation from Present Dicecese

Of Pﬁti‘iionﬁr‘-'-'“‘*------—--~~-~---------u----~--~-¢---.~ k

Report of Psyenolegical Testing----=--s-ssmwsneemommsanaoss
Evaluation of Medical Fitpess of Peritipnepwesws-v-- B S
Evaluations of Pricsts Associated with

the petitioner: Reverend Peter Neil Graziane-----=----«

Evaluation of Priests Associated with

the petitipner: Rev. Msgr, Hugh A, Gallagher-ew-wcs-u--
Evaluation of Priests Assovigted with

the Petitioner: Reverend Paul F, MeCareick----w-m-ccee--
Questionaire for Ordinary of Petitioner,

Most Reverend James L. Connolly«---wesmcmcrasanmounne~un




T H E C U R 1 A
THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SAINT PALL AND MINNEAPOLL

IN CAUSA Pr, Num.: 5.P,A.M.: THW73
Ordinationis Sacrae

PORTER, James Robert

APPOINTMENT OF DELEGATED  PRIEST

In adherence to the guidelines graciously promulgated
by the Sacred Congregation for the Doeetrine of the
Paith on January L3, 1971, under the Protocol Nunber
128771, the undersigned Ordinary hereby designates
THE REVEREND MONSIGNOR ELLSWORTH KNEAL, J.C.D., Pre-
siding Judge of the Metropolitan Tribunal of the
Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis, to assist
thig Petitioner in the preparatipn of his request

for dispensation from the ohligations arising in
Sacped Orders.

It is to be emphasized that this investigation shall
be pastoral rather than judicial in its nature and

in its aim, Should there be requirement for judicial
exploration of a possible invalidity of ordination, or
of coercion, & Delegated Tribunal will be constituted,
in accordance with these same guidelines.

‘I commend to the Delegated Priest of this Curiz, and
to the appropriate Sacred Congregation of the Holy See,
their consideration of the petition of this appliecant.
1 fervently commend it and him to the guidance of the
Holy Spirit.

In Christ,

/s/ Hiec C. Byrne

Archbishep Coadjutor of Saint Paul and Minngapolia

Duate; May 21, 1973
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Boston College: 1948 ~ 1952
Boston College: 1952 ~ 1956

BIRTH: January 2, 1935
RIGH SCHOOL:

COLLEGE :

THEOLOGY, Saint Mary's, Roland Park,

Maryland 1956 - 1960
ORD INATION: April 2, 1960
SAINT MARY'S CHURCH,

Morth Attleboro, Mnssachusetts 1860 -~ 1963
SACHED HEART CHURCH,

Fall Rivaer, Msssachusetts 1963 - 1964
Dy. Norpris Flannagan,

wWellesley, Massachusetts 1964 -~ 1965
SAINT JAMES CHURCH, o o
New Badford, 1866 - L867

SERVANTS OF THE PARACLETE,
Jamez Springs, New Maxico

SUSPENS ION
LEAVE OF ABSENCE:
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v
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‘1967 - 1968
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November, 1370
January 1, 1871
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DIQCLESZI OF FALL RIVER
FALL RIVLR, MASGSACRUSBLTYS

LERON'G DFEICE

FER3ONAL AND CONPIDENRTAL

April 12, 1973

Yost Rovarend Leo C. Byrne
Coadjusor Archbishop of Saint Paul
226 Sumalt Avenue

Sairns Paul, Hinnesota 55102

Daar Archbishen Byrne,

James Fobert Portex, bern on January 2, 1235, in Fast
Bupton, Massachusetts, was ordainsd to the priesthood
a8 <49 Fpll River Diocess on April Z, 1960.

Picave find enzlosed herswith a facaimile of the com-
munication whicha Father Porter has regesntly had ogcasion
to address to me. As you will note, he 1ls requesting &
dslinitive laicizatlon.

In the confidential archives, I find a copy of the letter
oif' my predecessor, well-kmows to you, Elisnop Jamss L.
Connolly, suspending Father Porter 2 divinls, undor date
of April 29, 1967. Father Porter exparienced diffloulty
renuatedly in his priestly ministry. For your inrormation,
1 nise enclose nerewith s communication from the priestc-
caychologist at tbe Paraclete Fathers'! instifufion in
Saint Louis, with appended notatien from the dirszctor of
tals Institution.

Insofay as Father Porier 1s livinz now far distant Irow

thio Diocese, it will bs very helplful to both Father and
tn e if you will have the goodness to assist him ih aup-
nmitting the indicated petiticn. Please find enclocad =

copy of my letter to Father Porger-of this dats. Sheuld
7ou 99 kind enough %o agres to process his cas2, I shall
write to him again and provide ths sropsr adwice Lo aim,

Tian!e veu for Tour abtention <3 thiz ns

k)i Witn overy
tardizl good wisn, I have the plsasure %o

remain
Faithrully sours in Carist,
D0 Copm i

Blshon of Pall River
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sa%E an NoNEsSt and ratiznal judgment caoneerning my future

wasw o 1ife. B2ishor Cronin resdily aranted oy reocuest
enanling me oo deterning what coursze I shwld follow, 1T then
sounns emmloyaent and on iarcn 1, 1971 I beran mv new way of
1ifc in tAe emnlev @5 rhe Korthwestirn Stave Bank, St. Paul,
tinn. L have been in their sveady emoloy until the »resent
far the nast two vears ang three months #nd intend Lo continue
in this {ield of a banking career with them. I am very aaepy
and esntent with them and the -banking field. ¢ is $8r this

. ) )‘00;']8'3365
~easzon taat I nave liveld av tnree gifferent. Lit t he nast two and

one half yzars, ifter working at the pant for nige months I
degides that it wsuld ote better H56r me to leave vhe residence
of the Schnitz Fanily and find Aan apartsent cloaser to mv nlace
of sm~loyment., This would also enable me td maks a more able
and true decision of waar my future course of way oF living
shonld be if T were living alone on my own. The Schmitz family
agreed with this decision. I still visit them often so thev are
alwsvs in contact with me. I then moved to 970 Reaney fve. in
3+, Paul which is located just two blocks froa the bank. I was
then able to wikk to and from work daily, I lived in a very

small apariment and found it suitable for wy purwose, However

L wap very fortunate ID nave a friend 2% the bank whs informed

me in Augnst,lP72 that they knew and elderly courls wno wished
ts rert th2 unstairs of their duslex to 2 trustworthy anéu

i3 friend recoummented me to them, I met
this zounle and they were satisfied with me. I moved in there
a8t w7y nresert zddress, 1?9l G.lden Place, St. Faul, I live in

a breytsful, reaidential locale only A few ninuves from the
wanic., Inece, in orief sre a lew reasons for my different

e
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wlzces of residence., I intend to live at my nresent
address oermanently as I am very haony and content with
mv nevw hone.

I was oarn oo the 2nd day of Januvarv,1935 in East
Zyston, .a@ssachiusetis. sy parents are .r. Wdilliam J.
Poyreer and Mrs. Slds Florence (CGronni) Porter. Both my
oarancs are Roman Catholics in goed standing. I have one
older brother, William J. Porter,Jr. who also is & Roman
Catholic in good standing. I was baotized in the Roman
Catholic Church in early February,1935 at the varish of
St. “ary's,Star of the Sea in Zast Boston, #Mass, 1 attended
3%, Marv's “tar of the Sea “lementary rfaroschial School for
eizht years {1941 - 1948), I then attended B3oston Collepe
High School under the direction of the Society of Jesus for
four yeara (1842 - 1952). The High School is lncated in
Dorchestsr, ¥asa. After graduation I then attended Boaton
College under the direction of the Society of Jesus for
four years,(1952-1956), . I received my Batchelor of Arts
Degree in Mathgmatics., Upon graduation §2§§ Boston College
T entered the Seainary to study for the Diocese of Fall
Rlver, Mass,

Tt was during my final two years at Boston College that
1 first considersd any vossible vecation to the priegthood.
I am not sure what First promnged thié i@na Sr conéideranion
except I was searching my mind trying te determine wﬁat I

intenzed to do after I graduated from college. I realized

[
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that I had to decide my furure veocation of life. I was
undecided whether I wanted o be a Math. teacher or go

into a2 businzss firm et¢., & priest friend of mine, Father
raul deCarrick of the Fall River Diocesge, wnho knew me for
quite a few years asked me if I ever thought of becoming a
nriest, ‘his took me by surorise but it actually starting
ma thinking more seriously. Im my own mind I was aware that
I was always concerned with the spiritual welfare of neovle,
Fr. Paul was aware of my way of life and my closeness to

the Churchand my abilities and ambitisns to help neodle. *e
informed me that X mightnossibly have a voeation to the
prizsthood and that I should av least give it some serious
thouznt., In the following year I did give this ouite a bit
of thought and the idea of the oriesthood annealed to ms
more and more. L became more convinced that with nmy desire
to assist people to become claser to Hod that I should
pursue the priestly life. During this time I became lass
interested in my Math. career, I informed Fr. Paul MeCarrick
about my fedlings and together we¢ agreed to arrange for an
interview with Bishop James L. Connolly of the Fall River
Diocese. Bishoo Connolly was in nged of nriests. {fter the
interview I decided to enter the Seminary under the Séﬁﬁfﬁiks
of Bishoo Connolly tc¢ determine if I .did have a vocation. I
informed my parents of my 8Ecisipn and they seemed very

nleasad and elated with ny dscision. Thew did noT vressure

pa——
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Page rfive ( cont, )

me into any decision. My father was very objective minded -
sn this entire affair. fe made it very clear to me that L
was under no oblization to accept the oriesthood ir I
thsught it was not my vocation. After I entered the
Seminary I did notice that my mother was completely
sonvinced in her own mind that this is what I was to be,

T knew she would be heart-broken if I ever decided %o

lsave the Seminary. In my own mind I did nol wanmt to
disappoint her as she was so proud to think that her son
was going to be a priest. Myself ,I never wanted to adait
failure in anytiing and I truly believe that this heloed

me to conmtinue seeking the priestly vocaticn even 1f I

ever doubted that I should continue. I did not want to
disaveoint my mother and relatives., I am not using this as
an excuse out just giving you my mental attitude. I did
believe that as I continued my studies for the priesthoocd
thet I was doing right and should become a priest, I had

my doubts at times but I convinced myself that I should be
ordained to the priesthood and could do a good job. However
1 must admit that I econvinced myself of this vocation being
aasure now of the lay life after being away from it ege for
four vears. I bhink that I was now seeking sseurity and
afraid to adait that I was unsecure about life if I decided
«n leave ths seminarvy. I nsver confided my feelings to any-
one as I was Qlways ashamed to have anyone think that 1 had

m

any weaknessed. This Tault hurt me a great deal in my
priestly life also,{the inability to confide in anyone less
thev think less of me.|

—
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fage 5ix ( cont. )

tven in the course of my nriestly life I never did confide
in any of my friends except when forced to because ny failures
became known. I was always ashamed of my failure and wanted to
sorrect it but would never take the necessary neans to do so
by consulting and discussing my feelings with even my closest
aseociatese Again I was ashawmed to discuss my faults and
inadequacies, RKnowing of my faults I became very self-conscious
and hardly ever associated with my fellow clergymen. I always
sought the companionsnip of lay people and felt comfortable with
them realizing they didn't know of my main nroblem. I felt more
accesred in my own mind by them,

T entered the seminary in 1956. I spent four years at
58, Mary's Theeological Seminary, Roland FPark, Baltimore,Md,,
taugnt by the Fathers of St. Sulpice. I studied for the Diocese
of Fall River,iass. I was oprdained to the Holy Priesthood on
Aoril,2,1960 by Bishop James L. Connolly D.D., in the Cathedral
st Fall River, Mass. I was first assigned to St, Mary's Parish
Ko. Attleboro, Mass. I remained there for about 33 years,until
it bscame necessary for the Bishop to transfer me because of my
failure to live up to nmy priestly responsibilities, It became
linovn and reported to Bishop Connclly that I had become: homo-
sexually involved with some of the youtﬂ of the parish. This
nossibiy came about due to’tbe fac§ that I alwayslésgééigted
with wne wouth of the parish. I was always very athletically
inclined and therefore directed all the sworts orograms of the
rarish. I realized that I was somewhat of an ideal of tha
children and this was very comforting to me, Pange I always

sougat to be in their nresence as it made me Teel wanted and

¥ 9 )
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needed. Bishem Connollly decided to send me home to my
family for a short while until the scandal of this affair
died dovm. v Ifriends an: rilstives athome thought that I
was at home f{or & nesced rest due to overwork 2and exhaustion.
L short tire luwer Bisnop Connolly gave me another chance
and assigned me vo Sacrec “eart Parish in Fall River, I
can't reccllect much about my stay there excevt that after
a short time I again fell into the same situavion that
plagued me in Not Attleboro, The reason for my voor recollect-
fon is that I was sent to a hospital where I was given Shock
Treatments. Dr. Norris Flanagan, a recognized Fsychiatrist
committed me to his own srivate hospital in Wellesley, iass.
The name of the hospital is the %iswall Hostital where I
was treated for about six to nine months. I never really
knew that I was there until my time of release when I was
entrusted to the care of my parents. I remained at their
home for about six months as an put-patienv of Dr, Flanagan.
I had weekly consultation with him at his hosovital, When he
thought I was ready to be given another chance he informed
Bishor “Yonnolly. The Bishon then assigned me to St. James
Parish in New Bedford, Mass. I remained there for about one
year but. agaio I ramr into the same &ifficulcy. Again I was
renorted to the Bishor for mal-conduct. Hecalled me in and
decided to suspend me, I came home once again to live with my
parents. I never wanted (o discuss my situation with any one

even the clerezy., I was too selfl comscious and ashamed. I
BY
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Yage Eight ( cont.]

neyer wanted U3 discuss or talk with anyone about the

nast yeoars or acguaintances because of my lavse of
recollection due To MY Shoek Treatments. I didn't want
anyone %> Xnow TH&T I had them. Hence I was alwave very
nervous and jumpy and never at ease. T was afraid <o

admit to myself or anyone else that I was not worthy of

the priesthood yet upwilling to outwardly admit defleat.
Rishon Connolly had suggestad laicization to me as a
solution but I just wouldn't accept that, I was toc nroud.
T really think I was afraid vo face reality and the fact
that I would have To nut myself out to seek a new way of
1ife. I feat unsscure and not nrepared to face the lay life
after tnese years in the nriesthood. + was now using the
priesthood as & crutch and shield to protect me from harm.
Wy nind was a jumble as I fully realized that I had brought
great spiritual harm to many good Christians,much disgrace
to the vriesthood and the “hurch and mostly great sciritual
harm to mysell. ggt I refused to listen to any advice that
even suggested that I seek laicization.

While living at home after this last New Bedford
affair, Monsignor Sexton of 3t. Patrick's Yarish, Stoneham
Mass, where my parents live decided to try to help me gev
back on my feet agéin by letting me celebrate the Holy
cacrifice of the w#lass in his parish and assist on Sundays.
However during this time I again fell and the incidents were
reported to Monsignor Sexton with the demand that something
ba done apout it. He had me confer with one of his assistant
oriests, Fr. Paul Shanley. Fr. Fanul insisted that I seek the

aid and assistance ol the Servanis of the Paraclete,at Via

oy
e 1
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went to Via Coeli, I was greeted there by Fether William

Swanson, the Surerior of the .onastery. I consulted with

i
Q0.

him and on his advice arraze

A

,25 12 their nolicy, to have

b

a comnlete shysical exam. I toox the exam from a doctor in

Albucuercue and the results after extensive tests were that

I was in exeellent health, I then made arrangements to meet
with an avproved and recognized nsvehiatrist, T then was
vlaced under his guidance and care for a veriod of at least
six menths, The vsychiatrist was Dr, John MeCarthv,located

at the "inrock Medical Plaza, “uite 372, »lbuguercue, H.Vex.

He ther informed the suverior at Via Coeli tha® I should be
given weeZend assigments to try to get me back on my way.,

This all took olace in 1947 - 1968, 4s I anpeared to oe doing
wall they decided te lev me have more assignments,morse sften
and for longer neriods of time. I was then offered by Bishon
Green of Las Vegas, Havada ts ¢ome to his Diccese and nradtice
again. I was assigned to St. Christopher's “arish in Las Vesas,
In a short time I ran into the same difficulties as before. I
associated with the youth and in 2 very short time fell again,

I conferred with another recognized psychiatrist, Dr. Robers
Buclkley, 2020 ¥, Charleston, Las Yegas, tevada. He is i Tine
Catholic and after discussing my groblem suggested that I should
se€eq laluization. He was convinced that the nriesthoad was
detrimental to my condition and actpally making it voo easy for
me to gt mrsell inve difficilty. I did not want to sdmit this
even o aysell so I returned to Via Coeli. Fr. Jdohn Feit,ss-, wa:
now the surerior, After stayving there awnile I was then cssigned
to aseist as 2 chanlain at St. Ann's Hosmital in Truth or

Consecusnces, Lew Sexice. T assisted there and 2lsn &t the narish

SR
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rage Ten ( cont. ) .

sf .ur Badv of rerpetual Heln. Here again in & verv short
time I fell amain. The enly wysblem wis whET The vastor did
mot rewort this to Via Soeli but zave iden the excuse tnat
I was not reeded there any longer as he, the nastor would
not pe xaing on vacation and taere would =¢ no need of any

£ Via Coell asked

[B]

extrs assisvance, VWith this the superior
me if I would go to Nevis, Minnesdta to Jur sady of the
Snows, ansther monastery of the Ser ants ¢f the Faraclete

ts> #5sist them on weekend work at thev desnerately needed

2 ~riest ts helw them, I accented ang i mrdiatelv went there.
T smert tne suwmsr nf 1670 there assistins &t varinsus
narishes, i linz in where thev needed & ~riest. s the

sunmer was coming to & close Bisno~ Olern of the Diocese »f
Croaksuton, Jinn. reonested that - siav in »innesots and
ass’sst aiw in ske of his narishes as an sssistent nriest.

I accented and he assigned me to ¥t. iailin's farish in
Bemidj., Jinn, I remained there fsr one vear vefare it becane
knovm thzt T acain was havinr the same -~roblem, I was ne ving
this nrobles but it was not kaown b apr if the Fughorities
antil Sent.107C., I was asked ov the -uftsr to leave until
thinre covled =~ff and go to vhe naracletes for help, I then
went to £t. lchael's House of Srudies 1328 sanle Drive,

S -~
v

the “eyrvznis »f

(V)

Junset iills, issauri under the Zireci R
che “araclete. There I consultes with Fr, Fred Sennett.ssn,

: recconizen ngwnnlitrist gnc alTeér LN&rATT ANR vests b nidnm

was defipizelv told thet the rrigsinscy was at tae rodt of ny
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vauk Thivsaen { gont, )
S oanvs fmfewesmsd Ths rRAOUT AULNSCLITIE3 AT Law bank
22 v iatension U remidln (n che baakin IJLedd snd thas
Coirszaa contint: Loerovingy ov banging coreer, o infosrag
ST OLNAT o D pewe] SO L ‘:3[‘ =y T‘Llcabt f:‘\‘)'t ’—ll “:‘.‘.:Stlzr
Piscamsibiliindies imclodine ceiibany Ln oorder tha, hew

)

Sav now evaluave v two vezrs wlus with tnem. L Gid this

¥

by
[
d

aainly oecauss tiaer wanted o know my invenvicns as
in w93itian now to move un in the tankineg field cue 9 1he
=ucc:i 85 L have had with them. I now have 2 chance o advance
and cince I am now convinesd that this is ner vocatinon I

wish €0 Tewe advantzve ol Lasse gnnortunitzs s thsv

nresent tnesselves, All are verr »leased at my ficisisn

284 as I stated before s2¢ nothing wrong in being ables o

wake such a dacision. I am very haroy in ny new way of 1life
wmainly because I like very much what I an doiny out nore
Lunortant because I have gained back my confidence and self-
resnect. 3ver gince I was force vo admit to wmysell tnat I

was using the nriesthood a3 & protection and &s & heans to
fsster my sickmess I bpegen to face reality, In the »ast two

znd one half years T have not fallen To my wvrevioas tem-tations
sven though the inclinations are always there. I realize thas

I in no way az & layman can suceumb £5 them withous serisus
CYHSEGUeNCE., 4188 I 79 net have the sang snmortusities zasi v
acecesgable to be &round t he youth moét sf”tﬁe Tice and tals

i5 & ~reat asln to me to avsid the siswsvions. .7 gutirs

nebliss have zone throug

jon]

2 very beneficial adjustaint, I now
asznciate with neonle ny oWwn age either £rom vork or the

comaanity, I am able without fear of leaving dutics unatiendzd

2o %o events(social, athletic,cdusctionsl etc,) av will,
i <
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«ith all o accuainvances &s & lawman, I am a memyir of the

inz and known Lo all as oa ganier Nn
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Ssmmunisn recularly, In gverronest eves 1 ad {n unlon wis
zhe Holy See,

T have done very well in the field of bankinz and am
yery aanny and contént in this new gndeavor and way of 1ie.
L mav: a resnecsable rositisa and if everything conninues LY
~n a3 iu nés I should be Aeiiing & rramosion in the near
fpture. T have had thres ~romotions in the nust tw) vears.
iv ~rasent I am e Lencing vfficer in the Installuent Losn
Demzrtment. I as alss regnonsible For the collection af
delinquent lLeans in sur Cregit Devariment, slso ~apt ol my
auties includes seeinz daily that sur Loan Jenartment is
iy ~erfeet balance with the General Gontrnl bedgers of the
Sapk. D'rior ty this I was a Teller, had charge of 211l the
aain in tne bank oag oa teller, I alsn was fn the ponyigEenin-

Iy

derartuent of .hy bank, élsa T was in charoe o7 LABR New CWTE

< by om pY 3 N s s 1
cacl arsa, I have nild shis vosition for twa yfars. Pais
mer tane Towoy e arn ore orespentnnive Lo odhrt s, 1,
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ymEt LnITiU R = a0 leaS we i ZEEESE L5 S5 Phepgl =K
.";‘\;‘é:aw-«:’ e YT ST S S o 1t T ieh ot AL I S :‘H}A\
winE el BEt v Wi & TR R FTREEE BR WS T T
prrer An hammag, o TRVI TOEN Tharis gaveditsd  sanpren
wped aadielay oy FAn 0 ST UG Yoy nngh Y TESRMT R 3 mamn
crass AV, LR oo " oangy and Banking t oip eiich

* orpogivad al®0 orade and soiedly IOojust entcleckd ihe

gsupgs of "inalwning Tinancial Statemenus M vhers T attain:d

a3 orade ofVAM, I 4id emesedirtle well in Thesy taree

pans k3 Tar - oesducation sad gncouraves v taxine pavant-
326 of 2l) ths charses svaileble. Ythev nsy even send me

Ty Jadison sizoomsin to sanking Scasel for 2ore courses
sasnssyed by the .dnnesota Banking Association., This nast
sersor I was a2lss elected by St. Faul Banker's Goll Teawue,
esnsiating of 2ll the canks in the St Jaul Area, &s their
yesque ‘s Sgeretvarv-Treasurer. In wractical terms this reans
paat I am in connlete chapse of the beagne to insure 138
successful omeration for the 1973 season. I-an ir cherze of

&

the Treasury, Scasduling, nangicanning and =lannins »£ the

(5]

inuynament at the season's conclusion. Muss also olsn and
arranze the Les=ire “gneues. .fter this [ will auvosatieally
ke avaointed as LEAZwe rregident for the 1374 wedsan, Tals
5 esurse iz Jusp 4 briefd susmnry of 1ife And zugcets in
132 zansines fixLd. YoHu ©En s¢e that Loan ver:s suncssalul end

very ha=-ny in =v new state of life with zreau monzs for vhe

future
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rege Hixteern t oant. )

i foiepm 8 & Cye <y 4 oA e [ Y . Do S > W
Tonzliscve 1% 88 wverwv ewident {rom v ocvseyintion »7 the

488t %o che mrerany esnecizlly Tog 1last two and aps hal?

- e B . PR . . . T
reavn of @0 Life 3 & lovsan cstablined in & Lanides

garcer what mv nusdle reaugst Lo be laicized i a very
lozical and vrsssonable re¢uest. .3 vou can see I hive

ziven tiils an enornous ansunt of thought and consideraction.
T have bheen very careful not Lo ’ct in haste as ton much

is at stake., X esvecially took into consideration wnat I
deen to be the o8t iarortant asmect of my life,tazs is,

r s=~iritual ~ellare. o matter what voca&tisn I chnose in

e

1ife iy must b2 1o haroony with the betterment of ov
sniriteal life and the effcet 1t will have on all I enme
inte contaet with. iAs a i*yman leadinz a e» nornzl Chriss-
imn life and setuing a good exsmas examnle I firmlv believe
that I am bringing greater nonor and glory tn Yod and Ris
Church. As a banker I am in 3 very respected nrofession in
the community and looxed up to, I have galned back mv self
resnect as & man and a2 hunen bsing and this encourates me
o continus as such, £ take oride now in 21l that I do and

am very havny in this new way of life, As L said esrlier I

2

have not run into my vrevious difficultv of wrong relatinns
with youth of the sams seéx even thougn I realize I will
always nave the inclination nresent. In the lay 1if: I find

>

zut nf necessity that T must come wita the ~roblea or suffexr

»

serisug conssquences, I now not only 8&sk LUt enjov the

cnumanionghin of neople nv ovn age «f both sexes. 1 no lonser
assneiate with the vouth ar £ am to9o wreocacuinied with uy
rrofession and astane of life. I have rade innumsrable fricnds

&ne gecgquainvances in the baniing field and in vhe gommunity.
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T have &lso tnese =23T Lwo years dated many girls in an

affort to determine i7 I could truly agjust o lay life.
T have enjoyed the social relationshivs of the ornssite

by taking them dining,dancing,movies etc, 4+ believe Shis

1985y

tisns.

has n2lwed tremendously o overcome mr oiher Inclin

[\}3

o

T have not dated ant zirl seriously until recently in the
rast counls months, I take this girl out once each wesk

ar every other week. Her name is iiss Joanne Swanson, age
26, single and » Roman Catholic in good Standing. She is

» very dedicated young lady who veaches retarded adults

2t the Dar Activity Center in St. Paul., I have metv her
narents and family who live in Hastinzs, Minn. and they
also are Catholics in good standing. She and her family
know that I was & vriest and have the Church's permission
and blessing ta be living the life of a layman in orger to
decide my futures vocation. They think like all the rest of
my friends and acguaintances tvhat this is wondzriul and
vereficial, Her parents have no objection to her dating me,
Jften before going dining and dancing we attend tae Holy
Sacrifice »f the «ass and Holy Uommunion together. ¥e have
a great deal ¢f resnect for each other and we leave it that
wag, T informsd her and she agreés that il we decide to cet
cerions and think of marriage in the future we would not
eansider or attemnt this step until first I receive vermission
Irem the roly See. She &nd all my friznds know thet I an
peuitioning for my release and they are all wighinz me the
very best. She hag given me nerrission to give you her name
and to state that she sees no reason why I would not be

allowed to become = layman. Everyone of my friends &t the

P 4 S o am e hoa cesmmeemamnm LA



Magz Tightean | noant, )

{ cas not cversoress that The grantirg o m¥ reguest

to be released Sozm the reswonsibilities will have no
111 effeects on anv of the Catholic and nor-Catholic
seonle in mv community. aw I stress wnac I consider
very imnortant? Sveryone who knows nme in the community
has come to know me only as a layman,living the lay life
with the blessing of the Church. They all think this is
wonderful and rmrover. They e®é¢ exrect that whenever 1
make a final decision either to re-snter the vriescly
1ife cr chesse to remain a leyman shet the Church will
grant my reguest without hesitation. I em convineced vaat
they would be scandalized or horrified if the “hurch refused

»

my request for release. < think it would cause harm and
sussible inouiry why I could not be released. They would
nossibly susnect somebhing else was wrong with gy reason
for living as 2 layman and it could possibly cast suspicion
on me. I am seeking bhis release as I stated before because
I firmly believe this is the solution for me to be able o
lead a meaningful Llife in the grace of Yod and Holy lMather
the Church. I kave a great love and resvect for the Church
and want to remain faithful to God in His Graecz and I
titieve I can best assure this result by livng the lay life,
T therafere ask to be dispensed {rom the obligations of

the priestly state,including that of celibaey. I futhermore
mennd g2 %3 coanarate as fully a8 sosiible in 411 wae
conditions exvressed in the disnensavion.

Fours in Christ,

James Bobery Porger .

& ~ L A
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/ 1781 Gulden Flace.
o 20 i §¢. Paul, Finm. 5510¢
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IN CAUSA

T H E C U R | A
THE ARCHDIDCLSE OF SAINT FAUL ANUG MMINNEAPOLIS

Pr. Num.: S,P,A.M,: 744/73

Ordinationis Sacrae

PORTER,

James Robert

PERSONAL DEPOSITION OF PETITIONER

what is your full name?

James Robert Porter,

, What is your present address?

1781 Gulden Place, Maplewood, Minnesota 55109.

Are you the JAMES ROBERT PORTER who submitted your personal deposi-
tion dated May l7th, 19737

Yes.,
In your deposition you describe your beglnnings of some desire for
the priesthood, At that time did you have any uncertainties about
proceeding, before you went to Saint Mary's in Baltimore?

At the time I decided; no.

. When would you say that you first began to have some question as

to continuing?

It was in my first year of Theology. I had graduated fram
Boston College, with a Degree in Mathematics, in 1956, and
then went directly into the first year of Theclogy, for the
Dioccese of Fall River. Yes, I did have all the prerequisites -
Philosophy, and so on.

About when did you actually make your decision to become a priest?

It was in my final year of college. Even at the beginning of
that final year I was undecided as to what I would actually do,
and T was attracted to the life of the priesthood, and had
offered my life some direction, and I was pleased to decide to
enter the priesthood. I always had a great ideal for the priest-
hood, as I was going aleng in college.

When did the homosexual orientation problems first arise?

Looking back, I really can't tell when they first were present,
but at least it was not until the year after ordinatien that °
this became a problem that I was consnious of, It's possible
that this might have been latent at an earlier time,
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3, Cont'd.

b. During your time in the Seminary, had you ever adverted to the
possibilities of this problem?

No.,

¢, During your Seminary training, had you had any uncertainty about
continuing on to ordination?

No, except for the normal ones which I am sure every priest
would feel - whether he would be worthy of such a calling,
whether he would be able to live up to it, whether he would
nave the experience to guide others, and so on. But apart
from this, 1 had no uncertainties at all - and the Spiritual
Director, whom I saw regularly, reassured me that this uncer-
tainty or senge of unworthiness was something which all might
experience, and that {t would not be a problem.

4, Then the doubts which you speak of during your time of study in
your Petition referred to uncertainties of unworthiness, and so
on?

Yes.
s, After your first three years at Saint Mary's, in North Attleboro,

when professional psychiatric treatment was recommended with Dr.
Planagan, were you somewhat depressed at that time also?

I remlly can't remember ~ or was not able to remember at first -
all that went on at that time, but after the shock treatment
and after 1 began to recover fram the usual loss of memory,
then Dr. Flanagan told me that I was very deeply depreaged.

I then went to live with my parents to recover, and gradually
the logs-of-memary problem diminished,

b. Can you remember any impulses towards suicide during those early
years?

No, I don't think I had any of that,
¢. Do you remember the depression that you experienced?

No, I don't remember the actual depressions; I just felt "let
dowr, " hoping that I could get back.

@, Did you begin any specific psychotherapy with reference to the
homosexual orientation?

No - the only thing I did was to have personal consultations
with Dr, Flanagan. [Could you desgribe those?] I would say
for about three or four months « while I was at home, then
when I was first reassigned.

. ST



£. Cont'g,
¢. Was there any psychotherapy or treatment except for that?

No - there was no other treatment, I got along very well with
Dr. Flanagan. My family used to say that I was "his pet."

f. Did Dr. Flanagan suggest discontinuing consultation with him?

As far as I can remember, yes -~ because I would have kept coming
as often as he wanted.

g. Did Bishep Connelly suggest continued psychotherapy either then
or later?

Not then - because I think Dr, Flanagan told him that I should
be allright, and he was satisfied; no, after that, he never sug-
gested any professional help, I sometimes think that he was
sort of on edge himself, and not well,

6. Did you yourself seek any professional help in these later years?

No -~ I was always afraid to talk to someone, unless I was
forced to. I had alwaye felt that it was something that I
could not about, with others « I felt low, and inadequatre,
and just felt that I could not speak to anyone about the
problem,

6. Could you describe youwr present state of emotional health?

Right now I feel very well, Occasionally, 1 heve these in-
¢clinations, towards children, but I can control it very
easily.

b, Would you feel that this might become an overt problem in the
future?

Not as a layman., I know that in the past I used to hide behind
a Roman collar, thinking that it would be a shield for me; now,
as a layman, there is no shield, I know that if I become familiar
with children people would immediately become suspicious,

7. Are you seeking any psychotherspy at the present time?
No.

b. Father Kenneth Pierre has recently submitted his report with regard
to hig Findings with you; have you yet had the opportunity to dis-
cuss those with him?

No -.I'm going to call him, now that I know that they are complet:

¢, The undersigned has had a chance to speak with Father Plerre during
the few days since the yeport actually arrived in the Tribunal. He
is very epcouraging. Would you be willing to continue consultation
with him, should he suggest it?

Oh, yes.
P e
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7. Cont'd.
4. Would there be any monetary problem in this?
I don't think ar;.
8. Have you any thought of marrying in the future?
1f I find the right girl, yes.

b, Do you think this homosexual orientation might be a hazard in this
area?

I doubt it, In faet I think that my going out with girls has
even slowed this down a bit - I think that I am more oriented
towards the opposite sex.

9. 1s there anything further regarding your priestly experience, and
your decision to seek this laicization, which has not been covered
in your Petition or in our questions?

No -~ I think I covered everything. The only thing that I would
1ike to strees is that since I am now in an ares two thousand
milee from where I had actred as a priest, no one here has ever
known me as a priest - although in fact a few of those at the
place that I work do knew that 1 had been a priest. They all
think that it's marvelous that the Church is giving me a ¢hanoe
to make up my mind. They think this is a wonderful thing; they
ask me why I decided to leave, and I told them that I did not
think that I wae worthy of the priesthood, and they think thia
is a wonderful thing that I am given the opportunity to re-
evaluate my position. The Personnel Director at the Bank told
me, when he learned that I was coming here for this purpose,
that he would be delighted to write any letters of recommenda-
tion which I could use,

I, the undersigned JAMES R, PORTER, having heard all of the reglies
which I have given, hereby state that I have no further changes, additions,
or deletions to meke in my testimony, I furthermore swear to the truth of
the replies which I have given, and to my intention of keeping both them
and the gquestions asked of me completely within my confidence, until this
case is brought to its conclusion.

/8/ James R, _Porter .

Signature of Witness

/8/ Ellsworth Knegl

ELLSWORTH KNEAL, J,C.D..
Presfding Judge - Audifor

July 9, 1973,

Date

The Tribunal,
Archdiocese of St, Paul-Minneapolis

(IMPRESSIONS GF THE AUDITOR ON FOLLOWING PAGE)
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Jamee Porter is a tall, slender, angular, "nervous " type, but In-
variably, in the experience of the undersigned, of a bouyant and pleasant
disposition, His responses were given readily, with a considerable de-
gree of case and self-geceptance, which is probably the product or his
having finally decided to seek dispensation from the obligations associat=
oo with his ordination. Since the personal Petition is itgelf so complete,
pecause of the nature of the case, and since there are ne indivations what-
scever of any change of mind or orientation in the pevitioner, it was felt
that o lengthier and more detailed Ueposition would not contribute slg-~
nificantly to the information already contained in these Acts.

(The Rev. Msgr.) ELLSHORTH KNEAL, J.CuD.
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THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SAINT PAUL AND MINNEATOLIS

IN CAUSA Pr, Num.: S,P,A.M,: 744/73

Ordinationis Sacrae

PORTER, James Robert

CHANCERY OF PROPER DIOCESE OF PETITIONER: REQUEST FOR CONFIDENTIAL INFURMATIO!

1.

Txe

What is your full name? %
{ am the Reverend Thomae John Harringten, J.C.L.
yhat is your curvent assignment?

I am the Chancellor of the Diccese of Fall River, having heen so
appointed by the Most Reverend Daniel A, Cronin, Bishop of Fall
River, on March 3, 1971,

Do¢s your Chaneery have a separate file with regard to the Petitioner?
What is ite nature: routine documents, or does it also contain
evaluations and reports of priestly conduct and ministry?

In the Chancery Office of the Diocese of Fall River, there is a
file maintained for James Robert Porter, It is kept in a special
place, in u locked cabinet, within the Chancery archive vault,

In addition to routine documents, this file contains instruments
of a personal and sensitive nature,

The documents being assembled by this affice in behalf of the Petitioner
are intended to illuminate, so far as possible, the origins of this
reguest for a dispensation from the obligations of the priesthood, its
occasion, its propriety, and the general state of mind of the petitioner
while he was within your jurisdiction, May we ask your going through
this file, using your discretion in this light, in excerpting, or
photocopying, whatever you feel may be useful to the members of the
Special Commission of the Doctrinal Congregation, in forming some
judgment as to whether the Petition should be recommended to the Most
Holy Father?

According to the files of this Office, after his ordination to the
priesthood, James R. Porter was assigned to Saint Mary Pariah,
North Attlebora, on April 8, 1960, He was assigned, on August 1,
1963, to Sacred Heart Parish, Fall River., There is no documenta-
tion on f£ile regarding this transfer of amasignment. However, the
late Monsignor Childs of Sacred Heart Parish, Pastor when Father
Porter was assigned to assist him, is reported to have stated that
he assigned Father Porter to have charge of altar boys and C,Y,0.,
only to learn that he (Porter) Had experienced ¢ifficulty in
North Attleboro in his previous assignment ‘bothering young boys."

£ 2
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i, Cont'd.

The files indicate that Father Porrer was absent from the Diocese

for a period of time in 1965, under medical care. There is a

note stating that Father Porter's father, Mr. William Porter,

had expended in excess of four thousand dollars "due to the

prolonged and serious illness" of his son. There 1s a note stating

that Norris B. Flanagan, M.D., of wWellesley, Massachusetts, had

treated Father Porter, There is a note saying that Fathexr Charles F.
. Downey, of Immaculate Conception Parish in Revere, Massachusetts;

had counseled Father Porter and considered him fit for a return to

parish duty, dated September 24, 1965.

fhere is no notation in the Chancery file, however my own best
recollaction is that Father Porter was given an assignment during
1966 at Saint James Parish, New Bedford, He shortly began to
engage in highly suspicious activities, As an assistant pastor

at the time, I myself recall that Father Porter organized g

clud among a group of lower-teen-age boys; Father Porter’s fellow
curates at Saint James Parish, Father Thomas O'Des and Father
Edward Duffy, were alarmed at the circumstances of his association
with parish boys.

In April of 1067, Father Porter was relieved of duties by Bishop
Connolly, who took the occasion to remove his faculties, (EXHIBIT 1)
He went, likely (though it is not documented) at Bishop Connolly's
divection to Saint Joseph's Abbey in Spencer, Massachusetts.

On My 4, 1967, he wrote to Bishop Connolly, reporting that he was
at the Trappist Monastery, saying in part:

" . at last for once I've faced reality and can't feel pity
for myself. I've caused great spirdtual harm to others . . . "

Actording to the Chancery file, Father Porter entered the Via
Coeli, Jemez Springs, New Mexico, on August 23, 1967, Bishop
Connolly wrote to the director, Father William B, Swangon, S8,P.,
indicating thet the Diocese of Fall River would be responsible

for expenses incurred by Father Porter, and recommended,

W above all things, I think he should be shielded from anyone,
old or young, troubled with his weakness." Bishop Connolly stated,
"I hope and pray that you may be able to help him, but if my ex-
perience means anything, it may not be easy , . . "

By December of 1968, after a stay at Via Coeli of one year and
four months, documents in the Chancery file indicate that Father
Porter was taking occasional missioms in parishes, helping on
weekenos, etc., In March and Junc of 1968, he sent letters to
Bishop Connolly, from the Villa Pius XII, an adjunct of the

Jemez Springs institurion, He appears to have daone mission work,
helping in Nevada and Santa Fe, etc,, however, despite some
overtures initiated with the Bishops of Las Vegas and Albuguerque,
no change in his diocese of incardingtion was effccted,

In February of 1960, Father Porter was rcadmitted to Via Coeld,
A report issued by the ipstitution mentions that he had lapsed
into his former fafling, (EXHIBIT 2) Reports of August 6, 1965,
from Via Coeli are rather gusrded in predicting his progress,
(EXHIRIT 3)
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By September of 1969, Father Porter became associated with another
institution maintained by the Paraclete Fathers, Our Lady of the
Snow, Nevis, Minnesota, and was engaging in ministry in the
Diocese of Crookston.

By October of 1970, however, he had been sent to the Paraclete
Fathers' institution in Saint Louis, Missouri, It appeared that
he had encountered difficulty in the Bemidji, Minnesota, assign-
ment, The Supericr, Father Claude Buchanan, and the clinician,
Father Fred Bennett, M,D., provided pessimistic opinions; (EXHI-
BITS 4 and &) In November of 1970, these same two parties wrote,
and make explicit their recommendation that laicization be sought;
(EXHIBITS 6 and 7). Father, however, preferred to undertake &8
"eave of absence” from the priestly ministry,

Since November of 1970, contact with Father Porter has been con-
fined to two requests for inclusion in the Diocesan Blue Cross-
Blue Shield plan. Then on April 4, 1973, he addressed & letter
to Bishop Cronin, petitioning for laicization. Copy of this
latter communication has been sent to the Most Reverend Leo C,
Byrne, anc doubtless is in the possession of Monmignor Krieal,

Are there items in your own reccllection, not recorded, which would
help: what has been the general ccnduct of the Petitioner while he
was within your jurisdietion?

Fram my own recollection, I have entered one or two observations
in the response to the previous question. In general, the con-
duct of the Petitioner came, in due time, te be regarded with
congiderable suspicion by his fellow priests.

Can you assess general lay opinion regarding the petitioner, and his
seeliing this dispensation?

I have the recollection that lay opinfon was quite heated in certain
of Father Porter's assignments, once his activitiea became known.
Especially were parents of young boys filled with indignation in

one or other parishes (Saint Mary's Parish in North Attleboro was
one such instance).

My impressicn is that his petition for a dispensation would not he
2 matter of concern for many residents of the Diocese of Fall River
at this time, since for all intents and purposes it is approaching
seven years since Father Porter was active in this jurisdietion,

Those who were touched in any way by hie activities would doubtleas
consider his petitdion in order.

In the light of the information which bas reached your office regard-
ing thig Petitioner and his priestly conduct, whigt is your feeling as
to whether this pPetition should be recommended?

My impression is that the petition should be given an affirmative
votum,

-
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B. What do you feel will be the general effeet, with regard to the Church
in your area and its people, should this petition be granted?

I do not consider it likely that Father Porter's petition would have
any impact, one way or the other, in this Dioccese, from which, &8 X
have indicated, he has been ahsent for a good number of years now.

9, Ia thewe anything further you wish to add regarding this Petritien,
or the petitioner?

I have no further information.

' /o/ Thomes J, Herrington

(Rev,} Thomas J. Harvington
Chancellor, Diocese of Fall River
Fall River, Massachusetts
May 28, 1973.
L.s.
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VIA COELI MONASTEIRY

HOXTELY REIPOR T

JAMES POATER Aget (1/2/35)

Diccens o=

Cornunity: Fall

Riger

Date arrived Via Coedd 2/2%/67

Lergih o2 cnrrent
stay at Via Coeld:

che Aeal

/21768

FZPORT MADE IX TSRMS OF RESPAONSE T0 Vii COELY

SPIRITUAL,
{£1231i%7 *o the
comnmaity exercimes)

FEEBILAL:
(76ll-beings any
currsnt ilinesses )

S0CIAL,

(abdlity to relate to
hrother—prianta; nLe
of ledsure tdme; Lhe
villizngueza to nerve)

TIZRAPY:
(Poyehiantatc carey
AL Recovery, Ins, )

ADDITICHAT, REMARES |
(Iccidentn, favorabls

Forth revporting; outlook for nervou

this Bagn,

at this tine

PROGRAM - Ploams nots additisnal remaris

At thds wrdting Fr, Porter bag been at Regina Mundi Hetreat oniy
a fewv davsy he iz fegilar at relizicus exercises and participates
in the caily comeslebrated Masu, teking his turn as rinedsal
contelecrant; it dppdars he needs = deeper intavior 1ife ! ke
i3 to come ta some cale and statle spirizual 1ife.

highly nervous azd over-active; will have to learn self-control
and emotionmal stability; i out-going (to a fault), thougatful,
acd gepercus with sthers, Apparently ic good physical health.

Is ready and willing to b servige %0 ‘the community; mixes well,
out offends some by jig dack of priestly control in regard to
cheice of language, Thers i3 a basic emotional immaturity which
zecounts for most of his Enhort-comings how and during bis crevioys
Btay at Regina Mundi.

attends Recovery, Inc,

Pr. Porter is o Benerous and willing priest who suffers
from emotionzi immatirity and posaibly en over-nctive pnd
& navure. If he cap learn emotional stability and
self-control, he could have a fine future ahend of his,

or nat,

)

lapsed into former failing on recént amsignment
in Houston, Pemas; undergdéing paychiatric
treatment on cut-patient basis here,
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st REYL JAaMEY R. PORTER

tt. Rev, Repinaid M. larretoe

Chancelior
Diccese of Fall River
fall River, Mass. 3272¢ Adp. 6, -969

Right Zeverend and Dear MHonsignor:

Thank wou for yourc of Aug. ), in shich you direct 3 check in the amount of
sixty dollars fov the rrofessional services of Dr. John F. MeCarchy, MN.D.)
psychistrist, for professional services rendered Fr. James Forcer,

o supply vou with a recent report 3n Fr, Porter's activicies is rvelatively
imple. e has been a very active young pricsi, e receive o i3¥ge number

f regquests for suoply wern dering the summec, Znd I have not hesitated to
ail upon Fr, korter in each of thase instances. 4s of thils writing he hax
urned in sazisfactory work iw Alamocerde, N.M., Mountainalr, N.H., Quests,
N.l4. and Truch or Consequences, {«.ii. %hen tie Superior of our nouse in lievis,
Minn. called to ask for help for that house {thev have a large amount of
rourist trade ¢n the arez during the summer) ! sentr Fr. Porter, becauge he is
n willing worker, end pets plong well with pastors and people wherever he goes.
Toue far chare has been ne occurenmce of the groblem which plauged Fr, Porter
in whe past.

~
ke
s
o
L
I3
4

1 wish that sll of these favorable clreumstances could give me leave e write
Fr., Porrer off am 'cuved,” but that is the domain of the professional, not
myself. 1 can say that he is improved so fay as obviaus auxiéty, nervousness,
gtc., 60 appeorent when L4 first came to us. llowever, wven Lo the casusl lay
observer it is appsrent that Fr. Porcer is still a regrless young man, and while
I caanot give the cextbook names for them hia narvous symproms are evident;
viz,, tlring of nails, constany srushing of hair. chain smoking ere. He is
batrer equipped to takk sbout his probiems st this time, and has obviously
derived bebefit from his therapy wizh PDr. MaCarcthys lovwover, I weuldd not wish
to make apy long range feorccast ar this uime,

I enelase copy of fr. Porter's iast letter to me, to give ynu some idea of
his present plans and hopes for the future.

With everv best wish, I rsmain

incexely tn Chvist  Priest, ES

LAl D Tkl T T :

Revy fiohn Y. Yely, 8P

Suqirior

Vit Coli §r Cnaer 2re Snthsrany of e Anwhieg & Saata 1
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Tre Yest Reversnpd Jemss L, Connolly s g
Chencary Cffice A
342 Highlond Avenue R
Fail Biver, Mass. (52722 Vg
Four Sxeellenpy.y '

R iy 0 ,'/
Four weeks apo Father James Ferpes Rrrived here ot Bt. Micasel's Tor wnat we
theushs wad his uBnUAL vacslion. & few caye age we were informed by his
fasonr, Monsipnor Lemsan of Bemidji, Minm, thas Fschoyr Parter had lansed into
st oLd :voblem mnd that the 'hest' war on so Takher was Sicecter 1o sek vhe
nely %7 the Paracletes Brudn.
Tarmew frec Benmett, s5.P. has spoken with Father Fortar and you will find
his rarort enzlosed. I have ;:rsanall» peen nware of Father's prodles for
3 russer of years and agree wholehaartediy with Fatber Jeunctt's observations,

A& must not anly consider the gaod of tkp -riest but those he is Lo serve.
¥any voung men have xn ‘seme degree or other beern hurs by Father's ectiona,
tarents tlace their complete trymt ip & rriest and this truni so easily sets
younrg penple uyp o be hurt by & priest «ith suck & yroblem,

We ALl pive 831 the help rvossible to Faizer 4f ko feels he wan go along
with the progesm ouilised in Father Bemnest's report. ¥e would certainly
not regommend nim for priessly wark —- Juat offers tew puuy occssions teo
wvezkle back into his problea,

Erciesed yor will ind our monthly susrer: statmeat for FTather Porter, When
ars if Father bepins to work ai a secuwlar fob we hoys he will then carry
Riz owr support.

Witk avery best wish, & remsirn,

c[—ndl-n'l)o in s -:u‘

& ? i
/6{2,’.1-(4- é&g{t’-ﬂn " N
“lovae Buchansn, 5+7.
Futhar Supe ‘or
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LAaRalleTle
2y, James Pourter was réforred to me for consuitation after he had
peen sent away from his most recent parish when it was discovered thal ke

had bsen cowmitting sexual acts with young boys. Fr. Perter has bsen
pemoved from parishes "at least” four times previously fer similar actions.
In the most recent incident there weors "at least! ten to twelve noys
involved.

Fr. Porter is a very likealble person. He claims to have much natural
athletic ability of the Lype that young boys always {ind appesling, He
also is a basically imrmature person. i3 does not seem to be aware ol the
ssycholozical harm that he ray have caused the youths, toreover, uhen hs
iz entangled in these sexual zituations, he aprarently fails to see tha
1sevitability of discovery with steoh a large oumber ol yauths dnvelvad.
Suils edUWld probably Lu considnred another manifestation of sis funda-
moantal dsemturity.

After interviewing Fr. Forter, I recommended most strongly to him
that he find employment in a secular occupation and leave the priestheed,
My erirary reasons for suggestinz this step were as follows:

{, His history of repsated instances of the same problem i3 evidence
of & deeply ingrained habit thst would most lilkely be triggered once
more if he were again to cnter a parish situation where there would
be many cues faniliar to him,

2, The priesthood, &specially at the pardsh level, almost invariahbly
involves mome woyk with youth, YForeover, a priest iy abls to form re-
lationships with youths while parents and other adults have no sus-
picten that anything is amiss sizply bscause the man involved i1s a prisst.
3, Even if he were t¢ return to the active priesthood in sone othar
capacity such as a bospital chaplain, his intorests would most likely
bring him back to seme typs of parish work once again.

L, People often suffer psychological diffienlties later in life

whose origins seem to be found in sexual approaches made to thenm
daring their c¢nildhood by adults of the same sex. I havs reason to
belisve that the trauma of such experiences pay be further intensi-
fied when the adult involved is a priest,

If Fr. Porter agroes to sesk secular employment as a preluda to
leaving the priesthood, I will be happy to work with his in a prefessional
capagity and gave him what help I am able with his pgycholagical problems,
I would expect him to pewain here st the house in St. Lewis for approxi-
mately twe months of intensive treatment during which time hy could be
wprzing or at least looking for enployment.

Hev, Fred Bannett, I,F.
(linieal Psychologist

fespeetNdly subaittesd,
o 58
i e
e
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Near Msgr, Sarrette:

Fr. James Porter is writing to you requesting s year!s leave of absance,
This is not in accord wiih my recommendation to him, I believe, quite sirongly,
that k= should apply for laicization and should never mgain [unctiun a3 a priest,
¥r, Portor Sas the idem ip his mind that aftar a ysar ha may ba able teo return
Lo the prigsthood if he succaeds during that year in aveiding a resurrence of
is problem with youny boys,

He pay well be abla ha aveisd such a rocurrence during a year owtside of
Lhe active ministry, HNonetheless, 1 believe Lhat i return to the prassthood
would apain place him in circumstapces that would make iy axtremsiy onlihely
for him to remain without troutle. Soms of tha contribuling clrcumstances are
the 43y accuss to boys that S5 opun Lo a griwst, the lack of surveillangs
by parents who instinetively trust priests, his athietic abilities which are
attractive to boys, and especially, a pattern of behavior over many years in
which e has learned now tv appesl to boys and to seduce them while functioning
as a priest,

10 Py, Porter Adoes seek Lo roturn sgsin Lo the active priesthood after
tha year's Tsave of absence, hs will provably suzgest thai e would be willing
16 acenpt an assigmmsnt 8% 4 hospibtal or other institution whurs hus would have
1itede opportunity to be with boys. I Tesl that even if he were to receive
sych an assignment, it would only b# 2 matter of time before ho nad araein
ranagec .otk his way into some form of paroenial life, st least on 3 part
time tasis. B4 iz able o funciion too sasily ia & pariza and finds it too
rewarding to b able to rosish bhe urge to (ol involvec again at +hat levwul.

in eonclusion, I am opposed Lo Tr, Fortnr seekisg only = laave of
absencr, Singa ho seems datermined bLe do so, I stroengly urge that at the
conclusion of that year, he not be given faculties flor uny privstly activities
undey any circumsiancey Wwhalscevar,

7 Mava informed Fr, Porter of -my feelings in this matier and vhat 1
am making my opinions known to you. 7

Sincerely in Chrict,
O

_\JM w.&(a
- ol L “

frederick cennell, §,P.
Chinieal Fsyehologist

1T MAPLE DHIVE 87 LOU P20 63127 ¢ 13 Gl fliae

= g
it

—




W L et

AL SR, P M B R oy

Th: Riznt Revarend Ragipald M. Barrette

Chancellor

382 Highiamd Avenus

Fall Zives, lMassaciusetsa

Dasr Mensigaoor Barrette,

mhig letrer will both tring you up ta dave in regard 2 Father Forteris

subere plans and our prassnt reacilons,

Fether nas egreec to sexk work cutsife the mipistry and sesms Lo ses tre

wisdem of thois mows for now. I have underlined the word noy sivrs we laed
Tatkas nas in the back of his mind to return to tie priesthosd aftsr a year

or 4 in lay life. He éoes med wasl Lo senk laicicstion &b bhis time a3 we
inouznt ns should but would rather have a leave of sousence,. Trls gives isome
{=di=asier bhat he Nopes to ratyrn to tha petive ministery after a serisd of
pime i ify 1if2. We would only look upon the leave of avwsence as a projaration
#ar pmaplete laicizatisn since in po way do we think Father should ba permitied
te veturs to the active ednintry. The risks to others are much too great.

We de not thimk Father comprehsndz the harn he has dome dn hla relations ¥ith

young boys. lany ol thew may h-va guffared harn that will be with {had the

pze ol their

tnis is your dscisionm to maks. Ve nave cerwainly

thini you could ask Father is ssek laleizabion at

rechonended

83
415 Hime bus
in

%

-
3
stin move. By granting 2 lezve of sbsence there 1s slweys that cnancz that
o

omaote nob Kaswing tha full story will azain help him back L3 th2 minisiry
45 sne wapie story could be rapaated,

o hing a letter to Father Portar from the Bishosp would be in order at 2ha
present time <herein the Biznop cen state his ning with no ife or bvuts., In
tu2 losz rue it i1l prove the best for Fathew aad those he cones in conbach
with. Ut-iw so easy for a yriest to havs someons covar up for Bim angd naver
~ar nt the neart of the matier.

har Sservant

(LT LA PLE RENVE . 8T (DUIG MU 83107 RARARIT 2 Mol -L-10)
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T & COu R A
THE, ARCHDIOCESS DF SAINT PAUL AND MINNEAPOL)

IN CAUSA Pr. Num.: S.P.AM.: 7u4u/73
Ordinationis Sacrae!

PORTER, James Robert

CHANCERY OF PRESZINT PLACE OF RESIDENCE OF PETITIQONER:
REQUEST FOR CONFIDENTIAL INEORMATIORN

1. that is your full name? 3
Reverend John F. IKinney,
2. What is your curreént assignment?
Chancellor of the Archéiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis.
». May we ask the date of appcintment tp this assignment?

May 8, 1973.

3, Does your Chancery have o separate file with regard to the petitioner?
What is its nature: routine documents, or does it alse contain
evaluations and reports of priestly conduct and mindstry?

our Chancery has no file on Father James Rohert Parter,

Y. The documents being assembled by this office in behalf of the petitioner
are intended to illuminate so far as possible, the origins of this
reguest for z dispensation from the obligations of the priesthood, its
occasion, its propriety, and the general state of mind of the Petitioner
while he was within your jurisdietion, May we ask your going through
this file, using your discretion in this light, in excerpting, or
photocopying, whatever you feel may be useful to the members of the
Special Commission of the Dectrinal Congregation, in forming some
judgment as to whether the petition should be recommended to the Moat
Holy Father?

No answer.

5, Are theye items in your own recolleetion, not recorded, which would
help: what has been the genaral conduct of the Peritioner while he
was within your jurisdiction?

To the best of my knowledge, nothing has came in 0 the Chancery
regarding rhe presence cf father Porter in the Archdiocese of Saint
Paul and Minneapelis.

1% W e3>
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9.

Can you assess general lay opinion regarding the Petitioner, and his
seeking this dispensation?
Gince Father Porter is virtually unknown as a priest in this area,
thepe certainly would be no adverse feeling on the part of lay
people in the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis to the
to the graating of this dispensation.

since no information on the petitiocner has reached this office, no
answer should be given to this guestion.

What do vou feel will be the general effect, with regard %o the
Church in your ares and its people, should this Petitien be granted?

I could foresce no soverse feeling to the granting of a dispensation,

Iz there anything further you wish to add regarding this Petition, or
the Petitioner?

No.




eporzs <f Fevenclogliszl TEsting
Siiidy
Perzon T2sted:  Forter. James 2.
Testing requested Dy “he Tribural, Archdiocese of S, raul and
Finneaoolic
Tnbeg &5 Tegting June 2 and 16, 1872
Dave o Tepord! June 3%, 1573

Yoifsersl Questions and Fesuits

1. o you nhave in hand a Medical Belease Torm signed by the client
who has bee referred to you, enabling you o release information
o the 5%, Faul and Minneapolils Tzibunali?

Yes.,
2. Plesse give & general resume of the emotional health of this client.

Positively, James is truthful in rssponding to cuestions about his
perscon2l life., He has & capaciiy for idealism and inner~directsé-
ness as well s & zendency te be soecially perceptive and éensitive
30 wsrsonal Lntegaccioens. He seenms to enjoy feing out-going and
nrecerious, e has the capacity o live In <the present. He ia
capabie of knowing his own feelings and acceptinc them. Xe can be
a cheerful ang oprimistic person. Finally, ne has a sufficient
capacity for organizing his persenzl 1ife and his work.

These positive gualities are to some extent surface gualities only
although they do reprascnt some cotential for permanance and depith
in the areas mentioned.

Beneath tne surface of goed qualities and pertly reailzed potentials
are a number of difficulties which Jim seems to be trying to cope
with but wnich still may be dominating forces in his own adjustment.

A vaoue but persistent trait is a shallowness in a number of aress.
He ¢&n pegin sogirl relationships but nhas dzf:i*u]ty in deepening
r maintaining them. He can see the difficuliies wnich Mis be-
avior tends to getr nim into but he finds it difficult &0 adhers
+@ the lesscns he learns from his inappropriate behavior. In
periods of stress or tension his defenses may not held up and he
may ect impulsively. He wishes to be well liked but may ¢o about
about achieving this intnsightless. fashion. He may tend o make
a2 goog first impression but the impression does not tend to wear
well ovar time.

wu

Jim has = capacigy for aggressien, and @ difficulty in conirolling
thess impulses. This may make him rebaliious espec*a’iv with re-
card <0 authority figures. Hig hostdlity may be heightened by

a2 tendengy he has o bpa somewhal suspicious of cthers. The aggress-
iop may 3180 find 3 souxce in his own rather low self-regard and
scceptance.  Some aggression toward himself may he projeccet onuo
the environment and other indiviguals. He may have & tendency te
translate tension into action. There is alse & rendeﬂcv Lo nuree
grudges and to hrood over past events. Because tnere 1z somg lack
of identification with other persons Jim may find it difficuit to

e —
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5.

sexu&l matiers the pre

isge the corgsausncas of nis activities in the Llves of

cess of mature and masculire fdentity has
Aot been completez althouoh Jim seems te working in that direction.
Tmere may De still some mendencies to reject mascuelinity. He may
naye b0 watch thess tendencies for some time. He mey still have
same propensity us vzing parznerss in sexuas: rslaticnsnips rather
than sharing witr shem. He may have a tendency fo té argumencative
and irritapnle in relationsnkips with women. His tendengy to be ego-
n k]

ations!

centric may make i giffjcult for him to share iniimately with
h s Y ,

ancthey person.

e
-
“

=

mhere are indications that Jim is moving in the right direction
in his adjustment zo these problems. He coes seem to be making
the attemot to recognize his difficulties and to build a more ,
mature attitude and pehavior on the basis of some of the strengths
he does pPoOSSess.
2o you tiink tnar shis cilant's decision to lesve ihe priesthoed is
= =ound one, for ~is own goed and tnat of the priesthood?

CJim is in need of zursuing his personal adjustment and his vacational

choice must kake £ secondary place in his life at the present time.
In order to pursus this adjustment some therapy would be helpful.
This help would net be sought with a mind te salvaging vocation but
in the hope of bringing Jim to & maturity which would zlilow him to
adjust normally to iife and give and receive in gratifying and gener-
ative ways within relationsrips and work.

T do recommend thit submissien of this petition to the Holy See

for laicization recause the stresses within priesthood are more than
Jim should be expected to bear at theé present time while he 18 en-
gagsd in the more ‘undamental concerns of human adjustment and
moeturity.

Can you designate, in any fashion, the causes which hHave led uvp o
the seeking of this dispensation?

Jim has experienced a creat deal of suffering because of the overt
exprassion of some of his innex difficultias. His own recognitien
of *he need to leave the priesthood has been torrobated by oihars
including his supsriors. He did not possess sufficient personal
metusity to assume the added responsibilities of a priestly vocation
and he is now returning to the important work of achieving personal
agjustment. It is necessary Ior him to leave the priescthood in erder
tor him to do thic.

ts =nig clients ip nesd of continued counselling Or pegvenlatric
assiztance?
Yas.




Tre general areas in which issistance might be offerec are:

cme achievement ©Ff Qreater Lnner Contrtli, ASSUCANCE, &nd ecizplance,
rhe development and maintenznce of awutual and gratifyving inter-
Dersnnal - ~elationsnips, and ihe acleptancs and deveicpmznt ¢F nis
own ~escuiine identification.
sssuming the granting of Lhis petition by the Holy See, what Lg
your srogrosis for the Ifvture adjustment in the 1ife ef this client?

At whe present time the cirectlon of adiustmeant seems toH be positive
and given good wzl‘ on .Lm s part and sufficient counselling
sssiirance he should be able to achieve a greater degree of gersonal
pasance and adjustment in tne future.

Are there any further areas ¢f informavien which you feel Will re
helpful 4in the conmsideration cf this or of future petitions?

NG W

Finallv, was this petitioper in your opiniom aciing freely Ln seeking
an¢ reteiving ordination in the ptieStn oc antg is hg scuing Jreely
aps coppetently in seeking tnils dicpens sation from the Roly Tatner?

T would iudoe that Jim's freedom was seriously compromised oy

his oewsona;ity proslems &t tha time of his reguest for crdinsztion
and in his years of continuation in the prieah.ooc, His difficulties
were serious enough &8¢ to be compromising influences in any cholce

they Jim would have made in the past. Presgntly he ssems more
capanle ¢f making free choices bu“ would still be in need of consid-
erable veview of his cheices wikh other personz =6 that his own
‘ragdom could be supporred by the advice and consultation of others.

N SNR

(Rev Kenneth 5\\\leﬂre Ph.D.
r
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T H E C U R I A
THE ARCHOIOCZSE OF SAINT PAUL AND MINNEAPOLY

Cage: PQRTER, James Robert

Pr. Num,: S.P.A.M,: 7U4/73

EVALUATION OF MEDICAL FITNESS OF PETITIONER

The Petitioner had & compléte medical examibation
upon the occasion of his entrance inta Via Coeli,
the Servants of the Pavaclete, Albuguergue, New
Mexico, in 1967,

1n personal consultation with the undersigned, the
Petitioner reported that he had himgelf seen the
vesults of this medical examination, and that they
were without exception negative.

The Petitioner furthesmore reports that there had
been no significant changes in his medical health,
vhat he is in "excellent" condition, and in the
Light of his sincerity, and the absence of wny
positive symptoms, it is #slt that a Medical Ex-
amination et this time would not materially con~
¢xibute to the substance of this File.

(The Rev. Msgr,) ELLSWORTH KNEAL,
Presiding Judge

EKimz
Date; May 17, 1973

J.C,D0.,




T H E C U R PA
THI ARCHOIDCESE OF SAINT TAUL AND MINNEATOL

IN CAUSA Pr. Num.: S,P.A.M.: T744/73
Ordinationis Sacrae

PORTER, James Reberc

EVALUATIONS OF PRIESTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE PETITIONER

THE REVEREND PETER NEIL GRAZIANE

Saint Bernard Rectory, &
1528 wWashington Street,

West Newton, Massachusetts 02165,

1. What is your name?
peter Grazianmp.
2. wWhat 16 your presgnt assignment?

I ama pri&st-in—residence at Saint Bernard Rectory, 1529
Washington Street, test Newton, Massachusetts, I have just
completeg studies at the Grad Suhool of Social Work at Boston
College. I will be returning to my Diocese of Sall River within
the next few weeks, "

2, When and wheye wers you ordained?

1663 - Saint Maxy's Cathedral, Fall River,
what
4, plesse demcribé/your relationship has been with JAMES ROBERT PORTER
hereafter cesignated as "the petitioner™ - places, years, degree of
confidences, etc,?

I was"acquainted" with Jim during our High Schesl Years. Ve lost
contact unril I was ordained, We were hot "elose friends” but

as problems developed in his life, we did try to resolve them.
Over the past five years or 60 We have not been in contact at all,
Ouy priestly relationship was during his gervice within the Fall
River Diocese.

h, ‘To what cxrent has he confided in you regarding his personal or
spivitual uneertainties (are you free to speak in thia area) ?

May I say that I believe I know Jim fairly well. However, I do
not feel free to go into any great detail toncerning owr rela-
tionship, because of the confidence he placed in me as a brother-
priest and the consequent confidentiality I feel that T must
respéct ip rerurn,

- ——

A2

e

T




6.

7.

Pleage offer a kind of personality-profile of the Petitioner,
How, for example, woulc you charscterize his personality, his
temperament, bearing, backgrounds, resources, andé so on?

Jim is an intelligent man - no dullard. He has a kindly, open
menner about him. Emotionally, however, he has entountered
gifficulties, which huve made his priesthood very trying at
times,

Please degcribe the manner and spirit in which vhe petitioner
fulfilled his priestly assignments - either with you, or under
your supervision, or simply in your cbservations and knowledge.

From what I have been teld, Jim was a well intentiened¢ anc in-
dustrious parish priest whose unresolved emotional problems
unfortunately constrained over-all effectiveness,

Does the petitioner think ne was treated honestly, fairly, maturely,
by his Pastor, or superior, or Bisnop, or others?

I cannot sprak of the present in this regard, As to the past,
I would have to respond in the affirmative, 1 personally be-
lieve, however, that he was hanaleé by well intentioneu

authorities in a most unintelligent way. J

#hat is your own cvaluation. of these factors?

Had Jim received more priestly support and understanding (which
he did receive from his Bishop), had his ministry been better
thought sut, the possibility exists that he may have been able
to resolve his aifficulties,

Can you describe the problems or areas of spirdtual or vocational
uncertainty in the Petitioner? Please help in this, so far as you
can, recognizing that this may largely reflect only inference on
vour part.

Intference is the best I can offer in this matter, By bedng
unable to resolve problems of an emotional nature, Jim must
have come¢ to the conclusion that he could not remain within
the priesthood and continue to be honest with himself,

that tuties, assignments, or areas of ministry were¢ particularly
eifficult for the Petitioner?

Definitely not the sacramental, but rather those of a social
nature,

Do you feel that the Petitioner was able to realize satisfactorily
his talents and abilities in his priestly ministry?

on the whole I would have to say '"yes," The meaning of the
term “satisfactorily™ is key here, however.

..i.'l
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10.

1l.

12.

b,

T,

To what extent is the Church's law of celibaecy a reason for the
request of the Petiticner? Is it merely an occaslon of it?
What reflecrions regaroipg the Petitioner can you offer in this?

Jim would have to answer this guestion for himself,

In your knowledge of the petitioner, what is his general attitude
and approach in seeking this dispensation?

I would say that Jim has reached his decision only after much
prayer and consultation. I believe he has tried very haru to
be a good priest, Some people will doubtless be forever in his
debt because of his priestly assistance, In sum, I would say
that his general attitude and approach in this matter is of
high caliber,

In your estimation, is his testimony likely to be reasonably
ehjective?

Yes,

In your estimation is he capable of making this decision responsibly
at this time? i

Yes.

Would you please give a pareful evaluarion of the likelihood that
the petitioner may change his mind, and recall this Petitien, or
perhaps later regret its having been obtained? What are the
factors that lead you to your judgment?

I belieye that Jim has a sorrow to one degree or another regard-
ing his decision, There will be times when he will yearn for
the life~situation of priestly life and ministry, but overall ,

1 believe that he has the confidence that his decision now is
the correct one and the probability that he would ask the
Church to cotsider reipstating him after he has been laicized
is guite a remote one in my eéstimation. I base these thoughts
on my overall knowledge of Jim.

What will be the general resction of the local Church to the
oranting of this dispensation in behalf of the Petitioner?

should the dispensation become known within the Church of Fall
River, the clergy would not be surprised and in this day and
age neither would the laity be upset on the whole,

In retrpspect, can you suggest ways - diffeyent assignments,
attention to grievances, fraternal support - under which the

Peritivner’s attitude Towards his ministry might have changed?

Had his Bishop been not more understanding but rather more
perceptive regarding Jim, matters might have been different.

Had his brother priests been more understanding and supportive,
matters might have been different. Had Jim been able top sustain
the gegree of ssceticism necessary to be & priest, matters might




13, Conttd,

have been different, However, overall, the life-process is

- peally a mystery and we can never really plummet the depths

of an individual's intimate relationship to God and God's
relationship in weturn,

14, Ave there any Turther observations which you feel might illuminate
the factors which led to tie petitioner's decision to seek gis-
pensation?

sufffce it to say that I am most supportive of Jim in his request
for the dispensation. I believe that the Archdiocese should
give a favorable votum in his case, I also believe that the
Church in justice must not deny Jim hig most reasonable and well
intentioned request.

/8/ Peter N, Grazisno

Signature of Recipient

May 27, 1873,

llate

Church of Saint Bewnard,
1§29 washington Jtreet,

West Newton. Massachusetts 02165,

Place

- ————
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IN CAUSA

T H K C U R | A
THE ARCHDIOCESE OF $AINT PAUL AND MINNEATOLL

pr. Num,: T7THW/73

grdinationis &acrae

PORTER,
1.
2.
3.
L2

b.
5-

James Ropert

EVALUATIONS OF PRIESTS ASSOCIATED WITi THE PETITIONER

What is your name? A
Rev. Msgr. Hugh A. Gallagher.
What is your présent agsignment?

In retirement, at our Lady's Haven, 71 Centre gtpeet, Fairhaven,
Maseachusetts 02719,

When and where were you ordained?
May 27, 1910, Saint Mary's, Fall River, Massachusetls,

Please describe what your relationship has been with JAMES ROBERT
PORTER (hereafter designated as™the petitioner') - places, years,
degree of confidences, ene.?

1 was the Pastor of Saint James Church, New Bedforc, to which
Father Portey was assigned in the €all of 1965. He remained
in residence for thirteen mortths .

To what extent has he confided in you regarding his personal or
spiritual uncertainties (are you free to speak in this areas)?

No. He never did.

Pleage offer a kind of personality-profile of the petitioner.
How, for example, would yeu eharacterdze his personality, hig
tempeTament, hearing, backgrounds, resources, and so on?

He was allright, He was pleasant 1o iive with, He would do
anything you told him. That's why you feel sorry for the
poor guy.

He was respectful and obedient. He was allpight in saying Mass,
etc., and headed the legion of Mary and was very good at it,

please describe the manner and spirit in which the petitioner
Fulfilled his pricstly assignmenis - either with you, or under
your supervision, or gimply in your observation and knowledge.

He was allright in his priestly duties under my supervision,

-
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8.

1G.

1l.

b.

C.

b.

Does the peritioner think he wag treated honestly, fairly, maturely,
by his Pastor, or superior, Or Bishop, or others?

He never said a word about {t. He never told me where he had
been or anything.

What is vour own evaluation of these facvors?
He was treated exceptionally well.

Can you describe the problems or areas of spiritual or vocational
uncertainty in the petitioner? please help in this, so far as you
can, recoghizing that this may largely reflect only inference on
your part;

we learned of his association with boys, and we tried to watch
him., myself and assistant, Unknown to us, he became involved
with boys in our parish, the father did not report it to me,
but rather fo a former assistant, who reported it to the Bishop.
Chancery telephened for him and he was ordersd home.

“Wnat duties, assignments, or area of ministry were particularly
aifficult for the Petitioner?

None.

Do you feel that The petitioner was able to realize satisfactorily
nis talents and abilities in his priestly ministry?

yes and no. He knew his weakness and didn't protect himself,
To what extent is the Chureh's law of celibacy a reaéon for the re-’
quest of the Petitioner? Is it merely an occasion of it? What
reflections regarding the peritioner can you offer in this?

Nothing to do with the law of celibacy. Enmtirely with boys.

In your knowledge of the petitioner, what is his general attdtude
and approacl in seeking this dispensation?

T have no knowlegge about it. I warned him, for God's sake,
take care of yourself, this when he was up in New Hampshire,

In your estimation, ig hig-testimony likely to be reasongbly
objective?

As far as 1 know, Yes.

In your estimation, is he capable of maldng this decision respongibly
at this time?

1t would be o blessing for the Chuyrch and for him.

Would you please give a onpeful evaluation of the likelihood that
the Petitioner may change his mind, and recall this petition, or
perhaps later regret its flaying been obtained? What are the factors
that leacd you to your judgment?

No. Though, I can't say, 1 haven't talked to him,
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12, ihat will be the general reaction of the lecal Church to the
granting of this dispensation in behalf of the Pet{tiecner?

I don't think thepre would be any reaction.,
13. In retrospect, can you suggest ways - different assignments,
attention to gricvances, fraternal support - under which the
petitioner's attitude +awards hie ministry might have changed?

It would have made no difference.

1y, Ave there any further ohservations which you feel might illuminate
the factors wiiich led to the Peritioner's decision to seek dis-
pensation?

1 am sorry for his predicament, but in the interests of the
Church, it should be done, In the Roman collar, he has a
chance to meet kids. , i

/s/ Rev, Mser, MHugh A, Gallagher

Signature of Recipient

May 29, 1973,

Date of Sighature

er, Masasgrhusett

Place of Signature




IN CAUSA

T H E ¢ U R J oA
THL AXCHDIOCESE OF SAINT PAUL AND MINNEATOLL

Pr. Num.: S.P.AM.: T4l,/73

Ordinationis Sacrae

PORTER,

(3%
.

4o

James Robert

EVALUATIONS OF PRIESTS A5S0CIATED WITH THE PETITIONER

THE REVEREND PAUL F. MeCARRICK,
Saint Patrick's Church,

1508 South Main Street,

Tall River, Massachusetis.

what is your name?
Reverend Paul F., MeCarrick.
What is your present asgignment?

Assistant Pastor, Saint patrick's Church, 1598 South Main
Street, Fall River, Diocesan Director C.Y.0.

WWhen and where were you ordained?

Mapch 17, 1956, Saint Mary's Cathedral, Fall River, Massachuseets.

please describe what your relationship has been with JAMES ROBERT
PORTER (hereafter designated as "the petitioner™ - places, years,
degree of confidences, ato.?

Loup - 1952, Revere, Messachusetts; 1953 - 1956, when he was
a college student; 1956 - present, as & seminarian and priest;
degree of confidence existed during his;ecllege‘yea;szf~ o

To what extent has he confided in you regarding his personal or
spiritual uncertainties (are you free to speak in this area)?
No extent;;;gjﬁéﬁfhlwwhs‘awaréAcf his emotienal problems.

pleas¢ offer a kind of personality-profile of the Petitioner,
How, For example, would you characterize his personality, his
temperament, bearing, hackgrounds, resources, and sp on?

personality - excellent; temperament - unpredictable;
bearing - a bit immature; background - excellent.

please describe the manner and spirit in which the petitioner
fulfilled his priestly assignments - either with you, or under your
supervision, or simply in yeur vhservations and knowleoge,

{ wags nevey assigned with Jim,




7e

b.
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1.

Does the Petitioner think he was treated honestly, fairly, maturely
by his Paster, or superior, or Bishop, or others?

1 would say so0.
ithat is your own evaluation of these actors?
1 would thinlk that he was exceptionally well treated,

Can you describe the problems or areas of spiritual or vocational
uncertainty in the Petitioner? please help in this, so far as
you ¢an, recognizing that this may largely reflect only inference
on your part.

His obvious problem was homosexuality. However, I am canvinced
that this was only a visible manifestation of a more serigus
emoticnal sickness,

What duties, or assignments, or areas of ministry were particularly
difficult for tho Petirioner?

1 would not know.

Do you feel that the petitioner was aple to realize satisfactorily
his talents and abiliries in his priestly ministry?

This question does netl apply.

To what extent is the Church's law of celibacy a reason for the
request of the petitioner? Is it merely an oceasion of it?
What reilections regarding the Petitdoner can you offer in this?

I doubt if it is any redson.

In your knowledge of the Petitioner, what is his general attitude
and approach in seeking this dispensation?

I do not know., Hindsight tells me now that there were:garly
signs during the Seminary days that no one recognized,. He.
definitely should nor have peen oxdained, This, I repeat,
is hindsight. - i
In your cstimation, is he capable of making this decision
responsibly at this time?

Absolutely, yes.

Would you please give a careful evaluation of the 1ikelihood that
the Petitioner may change his mind, and recall this petitdion, or

perhaps later regret its having been obtained? What are the factors
that lead you to your judgment?

Hone.
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2 What will be the general reaction of the loecal Church te the
granting of this dispensation in behalf of the patiticner?

No reaction, He is long gone and forgotten except for some
pitter memories in hig North Attleboro assignment,

13, In retrospect, Can you SUgEeEst ways - diffarent assignments,
attention to grievances, fraternal support - under which the
Petitioner's attitude towards his ministry might have changed?

Absolutely no,

14, Aré therc any further cheervations which you feel might illuminate
the factors which led to the Petitioner's dacision to seek dis-
pensation?

Ne.

/87 Nev, Paul F, MeCurrick

Signature of Recipient

May 28, 1973,

Dare of Signature

Saint Patriok - Fall River

Place of Signarure
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IN CAUSA Pr. Num.: S.E.AM.: 7u4/73
Oréinationis Sacrae

PORTCR, James Robert

T H E C U K | A
THE ARCHDIDCESE OF SAINT PAUL AND MINRREATOLY

QUES TIONNALRE FOR ORDINARY OR CHANCELLOR OF PETITILONER i

DISHOP JAMES L, CONNOLLY, 3
39y Highland Avenue, ’
rall River, Mmssachusetrts 02722.
What is your full name?
Most Reverend James L, Connoelly.
what is your present Diocese or pesition?
Retired Bishop of Fall River.
b, When were vou assigned to this position?

Since December of 1070,

How and about when, 8id you first come into official contact with
James Robert Porter, hereafter known as "the Petitionep?™

He came as a seminarian in the mid-50's, and was asaigned
to Saint Mary's Seminary, Baltimore. He was ortained in
April of 1960.

5. Could you rcecall what your early impressions were of the Petitioner,
as a man and as a priest/ Did these impressions subsequently
change?

He had a pleasant personality; people liked him, He worked
zealousiy in some areas, He was a good athlete,

His pastors were not in agcord as his ministry was exercised,
Monsignor Childs certainly did not think he was helpful.

He was in Géifficulty with boys in various assignments, Once
he was picked up by the New Hampshire State Police in an '
embarrassing situation. At the North Attleboro assignment,

he was involved with a number of boys, perhaps as many a8 ug.

please’ deseribe how the Petitioner, in general, conducted hie
priesthoos while within your jurisciction,

Answered above,
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Would you please describe the circumstances that led up to the
petitioner's departure from your juriediction, or his seeking a

dispensation from the obligations of the priesthood, and"laicization?”

He was cropped for his constant repeated victimization of
young boys.

what was the general report, so far as you could gather it, from
the priests of your Diotese pegarding the Petitioner's priestly
activities?

Other priests knew of the difficulty,
b. What is the general lay attitude now, towards the petitioner?

Laity weve considerably distressed. I received letters, Now,
the matter has largely been fergotten, due to his long absence,

Were attempts made to modify the attitude of the petitioner, and
to deter his seeking thls digpensation? (Please describe).

He was sent to make a retreat, and subsequently was sent to,
via Coeli.

Do you recommend to the Most Holy Father the granting of this
petition. Please indicate your reasons for snswering as you do,

Instantissime,

b, To what extent do you think that there will be detriment to the
Church or to the faithful, ghould the petition be granted?

None whatever.

¢. #hat do you think will be the future of this Petitioner, should
the petition be granted?

He should be protected, and kept away Irom youth, especially
early teen-agers. He should not be given any teaching re-
sponsibility, even laicized,

Are there any further factors whigh you feel will be of help to
the §pecial Commission of the Doctrinal Congregation, in assegs-
ing this petition?

1 would simply say that he presents a character of acute
weaknegs in/from a moral standpointy he is stubborn,
persistent in his evil conduct, MWis promises mean nothing,
meant nothing.
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10.

Do yeu solemnly swear before God to the truth of the veplies that
you have given, and to your intention to keep these matters within
your conficeénce?

1 do,

/8/ James L, Connolly

Signature of Deponent

/s/ B Harrington, Chancel
Witness to Signature

May 30, 19873,

Date of Signature

ey e gsachusetts
pPlace of Signature
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