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MIKE FLEMING, from the law firm of Skrien and
Magnus, 2600 Bagan Woods Drive, Sulte 450, Eagan,

Minnesota 55121, appeared.

IEREUPOM, the following procsedings wers duly had,

bo-wit:

after having been first duly sworn, says as follows:
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VINCENT KONZ 4

Could you state your name, please.
Vincent Konz. |

And your address?

322 1ith Avenue South, Cold Spring.

z:ag ﬁﬁﬁ&%?

56320.

If you don’t mind, your date of birch?

January 8 of "25.

Okay. Mr. ¥ong, my name is Michael Fleming., I work
with the office of Skrien and Magnus in Eagan,

Minnesota, and they reprasent the Order of Sainu

‘Benedict also kndwn a3 St. Jokn's Abbey in Collegeville,

and they are a defendant in the lawsult John XKX Dos
Francig Homfgen. Also, I should mention

$

. of vhe John Dow plaintiff is

This case concerns allegations of sexual abuse
that took place sometime in the early 1580s. Do you
understand that?

I understand that.

would agree to make a voluntary $worn statement about
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VINCENT KONZ 5

some of the facts that you know about this case, and I
understand that you agresd to offer that statement; is
that true?

That's brug.

Have you had your deposition or statemenc taken in a
format like this baﬁéga?

Not on this case, 7o,

T mean in any type of case.

oh, ves.

Then T'm sura I Just have to review a couple of quick
things for you. And that is, I will ask you cartain
questions, and I would ask you to make only statements
about what you know and pot to speculate or guess about
chings, And also, if you don't understand a question
rhat I ask, I would azk you to ask me Lo repeatc it OF
raphrase it for you inm a way that you do understand tha
Guastlon.

Okay.

Any questions bafore we begin?

No.

Let me briefly go over some of your career before we get
srarted with the other facts. Did you have a cargsr as
a law enforcement officer?

veg, I did.

What did you do befores you began that carser in law

Doe 27 090
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anforcemant?

Prior be that I was in the Navy. I spent a little over
chree vears in the Navy armed guard.

What did your duties in the armed guard consist of?

The duties as an armed guard was mainly -- Back in those

days chey had the liberty ships that wers not government

ships, they were privately-owned ships that were hauling

troops and cargo and that sort of thing, buct the

government at that time -- the Navy felt they needed

gome protection, there was no armaments on them at all,
so they put a few guns on them, 20 millimeters and a few
rhings like thag, and they put Navy personnel on thess
ships vo man these guns. And alsc when the ships were

in port, we wers responsible for the cargo, we wers

e
B

assigned our guard duties and that sort of ching to

s

that wag on the ship.

crry

Whnat years wers you in the Navy?

3
&%

T went in in Pebruary of 1943 and I got out April I
146,
Okay. What was your rank when you were discharged?

T was third c¢lass gupnner’s mace when I was discharged.

Did you go diractly inteo civilian law enforcement after

the Navy?
T farmed a liscle bit with my father-in-law and then I

worked part time for the sheriff’'s department at Meeker
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VINCENT KONZ

County. That was -- Wel

assignments and also pol

1, mainly whar I did, specilal

icing dances and that sort of

ching. But I was interested in law enforcement and

rhere was ap opportunity here in Cold Spring, so 1 movad

hers I think in 1984.,
18547
Right.

Okay. pid you begin immediavely as an officer in Cold

Spring in 19547

There wagn't room for a

full-time officsr ar that time

pivher, it was part cime,

Wers you a sworn officer at chat point?

T was a sworn officer, ¥

What would be your rank?

Just a patrolman. Thac

Srandards Hiring Act so
nrang a badge on you and
generally tried uo piok
ence, Bub therse wers a

had to take on our own,

ight.

wag the days before the Minlmum
ghe governing satity could just
gay you‘re & cop, but they
somebody that had some sxperi-
fow regquired courses which we

and gradually it worked into a

full-time job. I worked part time for the Granite

Company at that time and part time for the polics

department.

What vear did you go Lo

fyll-time police work?

1t was probably around 18&0.
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WINCENT KONZ 8

Okay. When you went to full-time patrolman, what would

be in general your duties?

General pavrol duties. A small town like chis, when I
was on duty there was no one else on duty, 80 any
complaint we got, it was my baby, that was all there wag

to it.

Okay. Did you receive any promption, then, after you

wera full-time patrol?

Well, there actually was no room for promotion because
there were only two pecple at that time, the chief and
myself. BAnd then in 1870 he had an opportunity to be
the chief of security over at St. John's, so he took
rhat job and thers was an opening for chief. And I told
the souneil an thar time thag the cown was gecting too

big, I would accspt ik -~ 1 was offered the dob, I would

socept it under the condition they nire anocher full-

pime man and two part-time guys; which they did, so they
gradually started to sxpand. They now have three full
cime and three part time.

All right. Who was the previous chief to you?

Pat Chealay.

Par Chesley?
Cheeley, yeah.

When you became full-time chief, what expansion of your

duties d4id thap entail?
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A  Before that Pat Cheeley was also ﬁﬁvmlvaﬁ with the main-
tenance department, the water department and everything
slse, and I told them that the town was getting too big.
When T moved here in ’54 the population of the city was
T think 1,400, and when I took over as chief in 1970 it
had almost doubled @é'alase‘ma 2,800, The town was
getting too big. We had a lot of multiple housing -~

tyailer parks, apartments and things like phat and there

were giving us a lot of problems at the start, domestic
problems and that, and the job was a little bit too
demanding to be ocut on the strest with the maintenance
and all of that. I told them if I accepted the job it
would be sgrictly police, nothing but police, I don’t
want nothing bo do with the maintesnancs or the water
deparment.
Okay.
And alge I needed apother full-time oad.
Were you supervising all of the police officers
directly?
Right.

& ©Okay. And at thar time how many would you have been
%ugﬁwviaiﬁg?

A  When I first started we had myself and another fyll-time

guy plus two part time, there was four. By the time I

Doe 27 094
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vetired it was up to six.

Can T assume that you were also doing your own patzol

work at the same time?

1 assumed my own shift, right. And atr that rime, when

we only had two, we divided it in 12-hour shifts. We

wera responsible ﬁarlzz neurs. We were on duty sight
hours and four hours call, each shift was.

gkay. §g~addiﬁiaﬁ;t@'y&urigaxral work and supervising
the other officers in the department, would you say
there were other duties the chief had to perform?

Well, that was about the rime when we reached 2,500, we
had ro do our own raporting.

wWhat does that mean?

gvery complaint we receive has vo go inno what they call
pha Criminal Justice Iaformation 3ystem on the computer.
Ts that a4 state system?

That's A gtate system.

Okay .

Right now I don't malisve there’s another stats in tha
union has & system 1ike it. But what it amounts Lo,
avery agency in e scate that lg cooperating must
supply all their information to the computser, but we
alse have access to all the information that's on the
computer. It is a grasat srganizacion if averyhody ==

The smaller towns, less than 2,500, they only had to
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VINGCENT KONZ 11

report their felonies and gross misdemeanors, but they
had to report them to the sheriff’s office and the
sheriff’s office would enter them into the computer.

But once you reach 2,500 you had to do your own
reporting, and so we went on the computer system about
that time. |

So your jeb, along with everything else, wotald actually
be entering the reports on Lo the computex?

Right.

pigd you have charge of maincaining the records lnside of
your own police department --

Right.

«- aftar ir was enterad op to the computex?

Right.

Okay. You said that you began full-time chief duty ina
1970, What ysar did you stop being the chief of pelice?
T curned 62 the end of the year in 787, 50 January 1 of
"48 was my first day of retirement, so . .

Okay. So iv‘'s safe to assume, then, ﬁh&;'yam wars full-
time chief in Cold Spring all during the period /70
through ‘887

Right.

Can you give me the names of the other officers that
worked under you in 1984 as best you can racall.

Joe Dvorak was my sergeant and -~
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VINCENT XONZ 12

Do you know whers he is aow?

He's out of police work. He’s working for a trucking

£irm, I can‘t even think of the name right now.

In town?

No, in St. Cloud, out of St. Cloud.

Okay, D-V-0-R-A-K¥

;@@@wﬁwﬁagfﬁg'y@ahq Mike Theis was working for us.

How do you spell his last pame?

T-H-E-I-S. I think he's now the chief investigator over
4n Sherburne County.

What was his rapk at that bime?

He was patrolman,

Okay. And now he's chief investigator in which county
did you say?

Sherburne County.

And the other officer?

well, the others were part time. These were the bwo
full vime besldes myself.

Before 1984 did you know Father Prancis Hoefgen?

Yes, I did.

How did you come to koow him?

Well, he was assoclate pastor here at Cold Spring at St.
goniface and I'm a Catholic so I go to church regular,

on several cccasions, got to koow him

and I met him

parsonally.
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VINCENT KONZ 13

‘So it was on a personal basis along with --

Right.

-« part of your business?

Right.

Do you know about what year you first met him?

Oh, I have trouble ra&amﬁariﬁg anything anymore.

If you can approximate..

Yeah. It probably must have been in the early ‘80s when

he came hare. x;ﬁﬁaiﬁnft say, offhand.

Dkay.

T knew him right away.
Before 1984 did you know
I probably didn’'e know him personally. There weras so
many kids up chere at the school, I recognized faces and
things like that, bub T donte ohink I knew Him
personally.
oid wou koow his family?
; I knew nis dad, yeah.

ig the father?
Yeah.
Did you know the mother?
No.
How did you come to know
He worked over here at the granite plant and I saw him

occasionally.
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VINCENT KONZ 14

How long have you known him?

Wwell, I didn’'t know him well, but I knew who he was when
T saw him. Probably eight, ten years.

Bafore 15847
Right. ,

Ckay . ﬂ&d.youA&n@w-ény other membars of immediate

famdly?

No, I didn’u.

Do they have an extended family in town that you're

aware of?

Net rchat I'm aware of, no.

Th 1984 did vou resceive a report of an incident
concerning and Father Hoefgen?
yag, I did.

How did you get that rapore?

1v happened on a Monday morning, and I happensd to have

and the sergeant, Joe Dvorsk, was on duty ap the vims,

he received a call from Michael Chato.

Do you know how Mr. Chatt’s name is spelled?

C-H-A-T-T.

Ckay. Who is he?

He was Stearns County’s social service worker. aAnd he

reported to Joe that one of the prople he had besen

working wich had been abused by Father Fran. That was

Doe 27 (099
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VINCENT KONZ 15

precty much the way it was.

bo you know what date Mr. Dvorak got that call?

You're walcome to.

It was the 3rd of March in "84.

Okay. Let the raaazé raflect that che witness did
refrash his recollaction by viewing one of hig records.

Now, you said that imicially this report came ro your

sergeant, How did you learn of the reporc?

My sergeant informed me of the incident and --

When did he inform you?

That same day right shortly after he received the call.

Okay.

It was about 10:00 in the morning, and since the
ineident had occurred about nine or ten months befors
whav, thers was na tmmediate necesgity to get on iL, so

T celd him to stay off of ip, I would be back on duty

marssr

i

Wednesday morning and I would investigate oh
then.

Okay. Did you talk to Mr. Chatt yourself?
Yes, I did.

when did you do that?

T did that on Wedneaday morning. I met with him up atb
Rocori High School.

Was anybody else present at that meeting?

Doe 27 100
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Just Michael and I and
You met with Mr. also then?

e .

Lo S

Was that your first meeting with Mr. abour this
incident? .

Yes. ﬁ

Okay. And that was on Wednesday, you said?

Right,

Woom o & wm A W W

Let me go back. Do you know where Mr, Chatt is now?

T have no idea. I haven‘t seen him since.

oy

i1 Where did you meet with him?

i3 In the principal’s office up at Rocori High School .

QB0 B0 P O

13 And that's in Cold Spring?

aah .

o
=

15 G During that conversation did you take notes?
i6 A T rtook a complete statemant Irom )

17 discussed the marter with Chact first and then we called
iB him into the room and then I took & complets statement
18 from him,

20 g Let’s talk about what you spoke about with Mr. Chatt

23 before you spoke with Mr. in that coaversation.
22 What did Mr. Chatt tell you?

23 A We talked a little bit about his involvement, how he

24 became involved in the cass, The kid was troubled and

25 it was my understanding that he had been kicked out of

Doe 27 101
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rhe house and he was suicidal, he had actampted --
actually attempted suicide according to Mike Chatt and
was in Eh&»h@ﬁ@it&likhﬁ wag over at 2-West, and the
Court then assigned custody of the kid to the social
services bacause he had been kicked our of the house, he
was not gﬁing‘éagkiméﬁrg, wo his house. Then they were
wﬁmxawwﬂaymgawm&mﬁﬁmﬁtm
questioning, or should I just go ahead? According to
his story --

yeah, I'd like to just know what Mr. Chatt vold you
gegerally.

According to his story, they had no place for the kid to
go and they were trylng to find 4 foster home for him,
and in che meantime he could lsave 2-West but he had no
place to go. Asd as is cusctomary whan any of the
parishioners hers are at the hospital, the parish priest
or assogiage pastor visits them weekly or gomething like
ehat. This is about what happened. Father Fran had
come over to the hogpital to visit with on
saveral occasions, he had been there about six wesks, I
think, and he had no place to go, 30 Father Fran says
ysah, you can come and stay with me, stay at che parish
house until social services finds you a foster home.
This ig what Mr. Chatt told you before you ever met with

Mr.

Doe 27 102
NNESOTA (612) 259-0824




VINCENT KONZ 18

They all agrsed on the same thing, so0 exactly who teld

me what I don't remember, but there was no argument
there. Fran and ‘and Chatt all thres agreed.

Their statements are all pretty much -- all precty close

rogether, so I have to believe that that's axactly what

happened.
Okay.

At any rate --

one thing I'm interested in specifically is how did Mr.

Chatt come to lesarn of this and eventually decide to

make the report to the police?

I was coming to that.

QOkay.

They found him -« After he had been there for about
three wasks at the parish house, thay found him a place,

3

ink -- Well, I°11 have to ¢heck here. vas the

nae. I had the names here somewhers. and

He went to live with them on September . He was
going to be there as a foster -- He was supposed to stay
ghers until his 18th birthday so he could findsh out his

- year in high school, But after he went thers

they were still having a lot of problems with him, and
he told the family abour hiaz incidents with Father
Fran, and they reported it to the social services and

that’'s now the information got out.

Doe 27 103
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And then eventually --

We became involved.

What was your understanding of why Mr. Chatt notified
cha police?

Well, he felt that it was 11legal and some action should

we taken.

Okay. You say, then, that you spoke with

ehat wvery same day, which would be, I baliewve, the 10th
of March?

Right.

T411 go over it guestion by question, but why don’t you
tell me in general what tald you that day.

He told me he went to stay at the pardish house, and I
suestioned him at length about his residence there, did
you have your own rocm and averything slsa.

pid he tell vou what year -- about what date he moved in
ko the parish house?

Yeah, he told me the exact dare. June 10 -- Oh, no,
June 10 was the date when the firse incident cocurrad.
well, he said -- He didn’t tell me the axact date he
moved in thege but that -- he said he had been thera
about a week.

g0 we'll say he moved in approximately June 17

Right.

Okay. Aand at that time did tell you that he

Doe 27 104
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moved in because of the previous problems with the
family?
Right.
Okay. What did he tell you happened after he moved in
with Fathex?
The f£irst ineident ictself?
pDid anything lead up to that?
There was nothing that led up uo that at all. He had
been there about a week and he was sitting in the living
room one evening watching TV and Father Pran came in and
sat down alongside of him. And I had asked him exactly
what Be was wearing and everyrhing else. He was wearing
cut-off jeans and a T-shirt. Father Fran sat alongoids
af him and starved to play with him and apened up his
panLS .
T'm sorry, When you say started to play with him,
gtarved to play with
Arocund his legs and that sort of thing.
and who opened whose pants?
Father Fran opened pants.

pants?
According to his sratement. According to borh their

entd .

graten
Ckay.

Then he pulled his shorts down and gave him a blow job.
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Okay .

1 asked him on -« from every angle now did vou try to
fight him off, did you resist him in any way. Well, no,
he says, I didn’t know what to-do, I just sat thers.
Okay.

Did you have an erection; yeah. Did you éjaculate;
yaah. Did Father Pran force you in any way; no, he
didn’t. I said, well, did he ask you to touch his

panis -- I said how was he dressed. Well, he undressed,.
voo. Did he ask you to touch his penis; no, he didn’t.
pid you touch his penis; no. And the strange part of it
wag, after ir was all over; T said, well, what happened
after that. Well, afrer it was all over he went and
rock a shower, then he said he went to his room. And
afrar he went to hig room, then Father Fran came in
there and gave him absolution.

Poyr whan?

Well, I'm getting to that.

Okay.

All right. He gave you abselution. Yeu're a Catholic,
aren’t you; yeah. You understand absolution, what it
ig; yeah. Whay do you suppose he did that --

Could you explain for me, a gon-Catholic, explain
absolution?

When a priest hears your confession, he abgolves you of
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VINCENT XONZ 22

your sin, he has a prayer he goes through and chen your
sins are absolved. ,

Okay.

That's about what it amounts to. And I says why do you
suppose he did thav; wall, I don’t know. I said, well,
do you think he was implying the sin wasg yours; well, he
gaid, that's what I felt. Then -- Do you want me £d 9o
on. into the second incident?

Let's stick to the first for just a second.

Okay.

Did anything else happen --

No, thers was nothing --

-~ what day?

-~ inm my records that happesned after che first ineddent.
pie tell you 1if he told anybody else about the
fivat ineident at the time that it happened?

No, he has never told anyone, I asked him about that in
the statement. He had pever told anyone until he talked
to the ~ and told them abput the incident. He had
asver told anyone about it. |

Okay. When did the second incident say
poeurred?

Accozding to it was about a week later, but

according to what you call him, Fran, it was probably

three, four days later, So I don’t know, it was
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somewhers in that neighborhocd.
tate Jume of 1582 at this point?

But it happened pretty much the same way. He was

siteing in ‘the living room, watching TV, thers was no

pne else in the houss, the rectoxry, and it happenad

pratiy much the same way, except the second time he

didn’t give him absclucien. That sin is still on hig

consciance.

Okay. Just £o make Sure I got this on the recoxd, I'm

Hot sure that I did get it out, but that was in June of

1982; is thar corrsct?

‘4. Oh, when the igcident cccurred was “83.

When the incident occurred was '837

1§83, and when I teok the statement was March of "84,

Okay. I had it wricces down wrong. Thaok you. Did
pell you of any other lncidents thab took place?

veuve raferring to the second ingident?

Aftar the second incident.

No. After the sscond incident, there was some dis-

crapancy here, I asked him if it occurred again, he said

it didn’t, and then I asked nim hRow long he stayed there

after that second incident, and he thought maybe two or

thres weeks and -- but Fran thought maybe it wag a week,

s that was about it. Then I asked him if he had ever

gpoken to or geen Pather Fran after that incident.
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VINCENT KONZ 24

Ckay.

And then he said that after he had moved in with the

Father Fran called him one day and told him that
ne seill had all his belongings there and he could pick

phem up any time he wanced to, 8o he went back to the

parish house, I rhink that same day, and Facher Fran had

packed up all his gruff and ﬁe_juﬁ& picked it up and

Lefk,
‘8¢ there was po -+

“Thare was -- No, no.

-« untoward Contact at that fima?

Ho.

Okay. At the time you wers gpeaking to . ~dn 1984,
did he seem to vou to be in distress?

semed to be complacent, I don'tu knew, just sac

He just
rhars like 2 -- He was a troubled kid anyway, of course.
% ghouldn’t say that because 1 don’t know it for a fact
except for the records what I have, but he just seemed
dull and passive, just -~ evarytching I agsked him, i
would be asking a machine and it would answer and that
was it.

to himgelf that had

Okay. Did he tell you of any harm
baen caused by the gexual apuse from Father Hoefgen?
No, he didn't.

When I say harm, I don’t mean necessarily physical but
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just any type of mental harm that he may have felt at
that time.

He didn’'t relate anything like that to nme.

okay. Did he geem or did he act like he wag concerned
about the incident in any fashion? You were describing
that he seemed to be machine-like.

Well, from his general mood it would be precty hard fox
me te tell., T gouldn’t comment on that.

Wag that the only time you spoke to about

this allegation?

Right.

at that clme did ask you to do anything about
what he was reporting?

Ne.

pid you tell rhat yvou would do anything aboubt 1t at
phat time?

Ne, I explained o him I was there Lo Lake a statament

and to ger the facty, and I didn't menrion -- I don’‘t

recall mentioning anything that there would be an arrest
mada or anything like that.
Okay. Was that conversation with Mr. Chatt and
your first step of your investigacion?
Pratty much so, yeah.
In general, whakb were the other steps you Look in your

own work? And we’ll go back over each of those steps.
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T rhink I next went and talked to the parish pastor
here, who was Mel Taylor at the time, told him of the
incident. And I told him that I wanted to take a
scatement from PatMer Fran and I dida’t want him to come
down to the office to cause speculation, I dide’t want
o come to the parish house. At that time Willenbring,
Lickteig & Dahl was our clby artorneys, and I callad
shem and asked them {f I could borrow.one of their
effices to take a statement from someone, it would be
less conspicuous with us walking in there, so they
agreed they would give me an office and I got ahold of

Pran and told him to meer me thers.

what date did you mest with Fathexr Fran?

T phink it was on the same day.

Ckay. The Wednesday?

T san check. T thought I had this in order. 1I'va gob
Mareh 19 here. This is sometime lacer that I took the
grtavement from . . .
from Facher Hoofgen?

The 17th was the date I took the statement from

The 17th?

The 17th. And the 1%th I took the stateament from Fran.
Bur chis was all in March for surs?

Right.
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And you say you met Fran Hoefgen at the lpcal city
attorney’s office?

xight,

Was anybody else present at that mesting?

One of the Stearns County deputies, Ralph Bosckers, was
with ma.

Do you know if Mr. Boeckers is still a deputy with
Stearns County?

Yaz, he is.

pid you take notes of that meating?

Wigh Fran?

Yas.

T pook a complete statement.

you took a statement from him?

fight.

fouid vou tell m2 what wag anid during thay mesting

between you and Father Hoefgen.

The actual incidenta as he ralatad them were prefcy

close to the way related them. It happenad

in the living room and he was -- It happened pretty much

the sama way.

So he told you about one incident that teok place sarly
in June on the living room couch?

Right.

And then he told you of a subsequent incident some £wO
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or three weeks later?

No, not two or three weeks, two or three days later.
™wo or three days latex?

veah. He staysd in the house Fran thought maybe a week

after chat, butc thought he might have stayed

there three weeks after that, so that was the only
discrepancy. The second incident probably happened two,
three, four days after the first incident.

sut what happened in the second incident was --

Was prétty close to the same.

All zight. What else would Pather Hoafgen have told vou
during thar statement?

1 informed him thac I did a complete background check on
him through NCIC, National Crime Iaformation Center,

operated by the FBI, and the CJIF is the Minnesova oneg,

srace Criminal Justice Informacion System.

Had you discovered any record?

Thers was no record on either report. But he assured me
that there had sever been another incident during his
years as a priest. Aand I asked him what came over him.
Now, this is not a matter of record so I probably
shouldn’'t be saying it except that the kid was troubled
and he was trying to reach ouc Lo nim, he said, chac was
hig story, and . . .

You say you’re not sure if thac was on the statementc?
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-

Tt was not on the statement, so this is just ehings I
remembar.

Okay.

apd I don’t like to relace things that are not a matter
of record because I've backed myself into cormers that
way already.

Apart from retelling the Samﬁfﬁﬁﬂxy'ﬁh&ﬁ'?&ﬁ~h&ﬁxﬁi%%&ﬁy
heard from . and your discussion with him about why it
would happen, did anything else get discussed during
phat statement with FPather ﬁﬁﬁfﬁéﬁ?

Nor that I can recall.

okay. Did you tell Pather what you were going to be

Fd

doing afver that’
T did tell him there would probably be charges brought.
Okay. Did he say anything o whaip?

v don't remember bhav thers was any comment on his part.
Okay. What alse happased in the investigation? Let's
not get Lo charges or uhings like that at this point.
Well, T felt that T had all the facts as far as tha
complaint was concerned. That was it as far as the
investigacion was concerped.

Okay. Did you speak Lo parents?

No, they wers complately out of it. They had kicked him
sut of the house and the Court had awarded custody ©o

she scocial services, so they were no longer in the
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picture.

mid-ym&~@§%f-sgeak to the 7

No, I never did. The only person I talked to was Mike
hatt,; the social worker.

Were thers any other persons in the department assisting
,yéﬁ:iﬂ~tﬁiﬁ investigation?

No.

Wers theve any persons outside of this department
assisting you?

pther than Ralph Boeckers, I called him. He was an

investigator for Stearns County, and I wanted him there

when I took the stacemenca o make sure I got @?erﬁﬁimg
down that I needed.,

How slse did h& h@ig vou during the investigation, Mr.
Boeckers?

Thar was pretty much it. He went with me to take the
stateament Irom and also from Fapher Fran.,

Okay. So Mr. Beeckers -- Was it sergeant? I'm sorry.
He's a detectiva.

So Detective Bosckers from Stearms County was present
with you at the statement also?

Right, right.

Wwould you be able to reach Detective Boesckers today if
vou peeded co?
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Lkay.

T could get ahold of his office, anyway. He's spill a
devacrive for Stearns Councy.

Is there just one office thar they would --
Detectives, whers ﬁhgy would recsive the calls, yeab,
rhey have their own offices there.

Apart from Detective Bosckers, do you kuow of any othey

people outside of your department that assisted in this

investigation; for instance, a prosecutor?

Well, afrer 2&& §&@&1%¢?& %&$ somplete I took it over to
che county attorney and they vook it from chers.

Okay. Did you have any involvement with che case ainer
you handed the papers to the county aftorney?

Well, I walted for the involvement but I never heaxd

“s
F

i

AOYIMOTE. What actually happened, I Cook the pa

§ 3

ever and digcussed the mavter with Roger Van Hawl,

»

county astorney, he’s grill the county attorney, and --
Could vod spell van Heel for me?

As it’s pronounced, V-A-N H-E-E-L.

Okay. And you had a meeting with Mr. Van Heel?

Right.

Were thers any other people at that meeting?

No.

What date did you have that mesting, about?

Well, it was I chink the day afrer I took the statement
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from Father Fran.

Ckay.

1 took the statement from him March 19, so I suppese it
would have been the next day, the 20th. I don’'t keep
them papers &ﬁ@und,vgry long.

Okay. What happened ac that mesting?

T went through the whole thing with the county attorney

and --

By whole thing, do you mean the statements of --

My statemsnts, my lovolvement in it and the facts as 1

kpew them. And he ssemed a ligtle biv, I don’t know -~

T shouldn’t be saying how he acted and all of that

hecause that's for nim to say, but we really didn’ ¢ have

a whole lot as far as a case was concarned for che

&

s

simple reason the kid was 17 years old, beyond che ags
of consent, he was living at the regtory, he offered no
vezistance whatgoever when the incldents occurred. The
pest we could probably charge him with would be abour
fifth degree abuse or assault or whatever you waﬁz Lo
call it, and -- but he needed time to look it over and

ehink about it. And I never heard any more about it and

T discovered later they had decided not to charge it out

at all.
How did you find that out?

From the social services. I callsd them one day on
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another matter and we discussed this matger. And I

don’t remember who I talked te, but they wers familiar

with it. And exactly what happenad I don’'t know, but I
just never heard any more about it.
About when was it you found out that the case had been

dropped?

Quite a while later. Months later.

Apart from =-

Before that, though, getting back to that, I was con-
werned with -- I was concerned with twoe things. First
of all, you know how these small towns are, Nothing big
ever happens in a small town, they have to make big
things out of liccle things, and I'we always sald that

ba classified in one of three catsgories.

everybody can
THere's small people who speak of people, there’s
average people who speak of events, and great minds will
apsak of ideas. But there’s so many small pecple in a

amall town like this, they could crucify the guy. And

maybe he had it coming, but that wasn’t the way things
ware handled in these days.

You mean crucify the fathex?

Right. My concern was what it would do to the faith
community. I knew that I had a job to do and I took my
statements and my paperwork and turned it over to the

county attornay dnd I'm going to bring the charges
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against the guy, but I would racher not blow it up. You

tnow how the news media is. 0ff the record.
(WHEREUPON, a discussion was held off the record.)

That was one of my concerns, what it would do to the
faith communicy.

My othex concern was hers’s a guy that I'm going to
bring charges against, and I had already talked te Dan
Wward over at St. Joha's to £ind pur what you could do.
T wanted to get the guy out of the parish, get him out
of here, and I didn‘t want him invelved with any more of
our guys or anything like that, but how do you handle
¢his. And he said they had a place over in Maryland,
sr. Luke's, whers they ﬁﬁ&&%@éugﬁiﬁﬁtﬁ and that sort of
phing for any kind of menval, algchel or any kind of

problems.

who was it you spoke to at B, John's at about that

pime?
T talked to Mel Tayler first. And then he called the

abbotrt over there and informed him, and Dan Ward is the

attorney for St. John's, he called me back then., I told

nim they can send him over to St. Luke’s, but befors
they do that, I wanted assurance that he would be made

available to answer any charges that may be forthcoming.
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Okay .

g0 where he went then I don’t know, but the next day I
roceived an alrmail special delivery from St, Luke's,
and they told me a little biv about thelr place out
rhere and what was going to happen, and they assured me
that he would b&.mada(avaikabia to answer any charges.
Okay, then let him go. That’s where they sent him then.
Wag that the last that you dealt with Father Hoefgan?
Phit was the last I dealt with any of the case,

Have you worked at all with gince that
ineident concerning this incident?

Mo. Mo, T haven‘t, I felt that the school authorities
and sccial services are betcer gualified for thac. 1
@idn'c -- mever got involved in that.

Okay. Have you told me everybody that you know of what
wag awars of your ilavestlgation ox of this reporc ab Lhe
rime that you wers doing ic?

There was & few incidents thav I would tell you off the
record but not on the record.

Let's go off the record a moment.
[(WHEREUBON, a discussion was held off the record. )

T don’'t know what your terminclogy would be, but as fayr

as you’re concerned, is this a closed case in your
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deparcmant?
Well, as it turns out, it was a closed case when I took

che paperwork to the county attorney. I axpected to

Aappear on my invesrigavion but that never happened, so

iv was a closed case..

pid you do any official act to close the case --

No.

<« or did you basically stop your investigation?

No, that was complately up to him.

Okay. I krow you've already told me about certain
stacements that vou took from some of the witnesses at
the time. Did you make any ovher records in 1584 of
this investigation?

The only record I made wids those thab were vegquired by
vhe state. ‘There is an office you have to gend in a
raport for suspected child abuse. That was it.

I am nov asking you to produce any of your own records
hers today, Could you, just to help the Court should
the Court wish to view those records in the future, list
off what you personmally have, just a one-word or two-
word description of each of the records?

The child abuse report that I received from socilal
services, I havas thar. I have the -- what we call the
ICR.

Could T go back, what was the date of that child abuse
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report?

They’re all located in diﬁfaxaﬁtsyiaaas& Mérah 12 of
Y84

The next rsport?

The next repor: ﬁg-thg 1CR, the complaint thac was
z&ﬁaﬁv&@-by my»serg@aﬁﬁ; Jown Qwaﬁﬁk. Tﬁaa»w&g‘ﬁuﬁﬁ the
complaint -+ what the complaint was. That was on March
12 @f *84. The next report that I have -- Well, I have

& lesrter here that I received from St. Luke’s.

The date on that is March 23.

Okay. What else?

Statemant of rights than I read to befors I

pook hig stacement; that was March 14.

Again, 19847

gight. And then his statement. I have a statement from

Fathey Fran Hoelfgen.

When you sald his statement before, you meant
. Fran Hoefgen's statement on March 19.

Tharts it.

Okay. Did you write a complaint or charge or anything

of that natura?

No, I didn‘t. I was going te have the gounty artorney

draw that up and I would sign it, but I never -- navexr

was called to sign the complaint.
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gkay. Did you puc a report about this incident on the
state computer system?

Yes, I did.

bo vou have any kind of identifying number or anything
1ike that that the report could be drawn up again?
84000069 . |

540000697

Right.

What dats did you put that on the system?

Probably would have been the date we raceived the
complaint, 3-12-84.

and the name of that computer syscem again?

Ts CJI§, Criminal Justice Information System.

Qkay .

rf you wWant to retrieve anything that’'s on thers, that
ig availablis only to law enfordement agencies.

1 understand. But I would assume also that a Court
could have access to that?

right, they have access Lo thar, ag well.

And I would ask the Court if they would allow access Lo
chat. Apart from what you just told me, are you aware
of any other records that are not kept by you that would
aaaﬁarﬁ-yaarlinvestigatimn?

The only people thab would possibly have gsome would be

Stearns County Social Services. And Mike Chatt was the
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worker that was on that case, so I have no idea what --
what they have for records. And I doubt he would have
any of the follow-up records, only the part he wag
involved with.

Up to the point whers you --

Yeah, yeah.

You menticned also you had a copy of the report from Mr,
Chatt or from social services?

Right .

How did you get that repoxs?

He gave it Lo me.

At your first meeting with him?

gight.

8o he did not give that x&g@x&f.gﬁﬁaﬁ'af paper, Lo
Sergeant Dvorak at the time he called?

N&6. He doesn’t have an ICR numbér on hers at all, so

evidently -- I don't know if they send in toe that
reporting system or pot, if they report Lo that systan.
and the records that you listed for me a faw moments
ago, the ICR, the child abuse report, the letter, et
cetara, those ars kept by you personally?

Right.

Did you review any of these records bafors you gave
roday’s statemenc?

Right, all of them.
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vou did review all of the records?

Right.

MR. FLEMING: Thank you very much.
THE WITNESS: You're welcome.

{Whersupon, the deposition concluded at 12:01 p.m.)

CERTIFIED, that the forsgoing constitutes a tiue and
accurate traascript of my origioal stenographic dotes.

#;

Ruth 2. Holdvogr
Court Reporter
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1, VINCENT KONZ , having read my statement, do hareby |
attast to the accuracy of its transcription, noting any ‘
changes and thelr reasons therefora below.
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