The Periovy

’ NASSALU - BAHAMAS
Nov. lé 1633

Dear Father Abbot:

= well, your last letter to me was guite & disappointment, to say

the least. However I decided to say no more about it for thepresent
only hoping sincerely that the llissions will not be too much harmed

by her return. uore about this later, since this letter will be un-~
plwasant chough regarding another person, before I finish, 1T have tried
Lo put off writing this Jjust as long as 1 coulﬂ but things have gotten
to ve justb a little too s “y The "casus belli is Brother I shall
give you the story as I see It. Kindly bear with me. I dislike very
much to take up your good time; much more so to unload any more grief
and trouble than you now have by virtue of your office., Yetl, I feel
deeply you should be told of thése things again, "&% no one else here
7111 take action.

Shortly after coming here a year ago, I notilced the tlrouble that
Honslgnor was having with 3rother I thought perhans that he
Was plOKPU on? (He has a way of putbing our people down heire under that
impression, and is the recipient offruch sympathy tangible and otherwis
in teturn.) You know, I have nefer pubt on any airs before inferiors.
(A1 least I 4id not think so) I itreated him a« one .f the family, as
a . fellow religious., Fe&ling some of his weaknesses, I even tried uto be
more than considerate when he answered me surly before people or altar
boys. Honsignor himself told me lawl winter he wished he could get rid
of him, and told me that he might not be wuite right in the upper =tory,
I did not take that seriocusly. That statement about anyone I have al-
ways tried to verify nyself.

Wwell, I made & mistake again of being too kind. He has ried to ride
all over me. I felt it my duty to call his attention to esmaller details
in the church; as a rule I met with surliness and curses and mumbling
under his breath. About a mopth axo I threatened to give him one in the
Jaw if nothing else would help, and expecially if I would hear any more
of his talking about and defaming the Fathers here. ( I suppose he is
nolt even conscious of doing that., Since lionsignor has bsen gone, he
has been quite on his ' high horse’, and acting as though he were boes, and
I would not even be able to make a reguest or suggestion. Father Bona-
venture communicated to me su~olc1aon° of & more serious nature about
a month ago, and hinved to me that it wes my duby to watch him., That
was indiscretion cum pueliis et feminis. I told him that I could not
see where I had any res.onsibility for him; and I positively refused to
play the detective; that grates on me end I have not the time. In fact
up to a month ago c ncerned myself not at all about things in the yerd
or the church; on]y 1, making suggestions in the interests of belter
order and econgmy? id not take the suspicions seriously about his
hanging around with the women; I do not even do so now even though I
have eVidence I could construe agdinst him, T don't think that there is
anything serious or any malice on his uarL ‘in his rebus.” Z wish to e
fair and just. 3Bul here are a few things that you should know, siince

lonsignor seemed unwilling to make any complaint, fearing possiblly that
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to do so might cast a shadow on his record, I don't know. Excuse me

for being uncharitable or cynical. I think he wanted one of us to make

complaint. Father Bonaventure does nol carse to make cmmplaint, and hasg

given me 1o understand indirectly that he expeclts me towite you. So

I suppose it's is a case of "passing the buck". «ell, I'll ride the buck
and take also the odaum of this onto me.

That brother has had very litile good Lo say aboul any of the men that
have been here; he is a born scandal-monger. I wonder, (and the other
Fathere,also the ionsignor concur with me in this) what business he haw
to hang around the street gate ?} church by the hour and gossip with eve
obd women that comes abong, insfead of mindng his business. I fear that
much harm has been done the cause of the Missions b y his gossipping.
wsgr., Fr. Bonaventure, and the others are convinced of thig. I have a
suspicibon he in interfering with my influence in the parish; being
malicious and vidictive as he is. Yet thus far, this is merely a suspic
ion, well rather something founded on incomplete evidence., He 1s a down
right sneszk; that we have found out more than once. He has done very
little of real work since the Superior is gone; focling around the yard
all day gust as and when he pleased. Wnen one aske him to & a little
job he seems insulted. When he gets angrry. @t a person he will spill
anything, espoeieliy; sgpecially when ‘pumped by someone. This morning
I heard him teke me through with and® some of the things said
by him were not any too nice for lay ears. The ansensus here is that
he has done much harm by his uncontrolled tongue; I fear he will do much
more. He seems just Lo be aching to’ ‘gel something on any of the Fathers
and only to ready to take sides with any lying per¥ons down here. He has

flagrantly disobeyed my recuests that I simp y had Zﬂake, nd then says
that he heard no recuest made.9 Ry yudﬂdL“/

Now, that man is a religious as well as we are. Is he not bound lo
weekly confession just the same as we are? Is he not bound to his daily
mdditation and rosary and spiritual reading and thanksgiving the same
as we are? hat gives bim the privilege to feitter away the entire day
doing Jjust what he pleases? A&nd how about poverty? I do not wigh to
be harsh, Often he has boasted about receiving five dollars, ten dollars
ete. from people. We deny ourselves wnracltically every dropn of beer or
any other delicacy in the inlte esls of economy and health. VWhere is he
any better? As Father Bonaventure told me, the srother who will nol
take care of higspiritual exerc Isew daily WlLl slip. I am also chari
tably concerned about that souls weffare. He seems to have a mighty
seculiar conscience. You as his Abbot should know tnese things, I be
lieve

1"

His tactics with our wash has mads me lean toward the opilnion that not
ail is well in the upper story. Father Arnold has very 1ittle left in
the way of white suits, Some of them at least have since buen marked
with thie brothers insignia. I did not take Father Arnold'" uspicion

seriously, until I found soms of ay odd pieces, ong with my marh drossed
out and the other with the mark cut out i% seems, and his own substituted.

T am keeping the two pisces for evidence. Too triwial to mention this
perhaps, but a ten twelve dollar suit or two or three disappearing would
make even patient Father Arnold rise up.
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Hence, upon consultation with Fr. 3oneventure I took the Sunday collec.
tioneg oul of his hands. I felt 1t my duty to safegusxd that as much
as I could. Please pardon me for any false suspiciaeons. This morning
he called me a liar in the sacristy ending with:®Jah, Jah, Ich ab schon
genug gehdrt!" Please make all due allowances if one of these days I
lose patience and take the law into my own hands, VYet, wiat to do with
a man with a warped conscience, ignorant as can be, and downright
malicious?

If he is ever take back to $t. John's the reputation of the lisgions
and any of® the Fathers that have buen down here is not going to mean
much. He may finqklenty of willing listenerys with his convincing way
of gossipging half truths. He is a dangerous man, to say the least.

By the way, sinde is pvac he has made & coalition .ih her, and
baome friendly enemiss. I suppose.

Now that I have written all this.l1t seeems too puerile to send to
you. Ho one else will make the cammplaint, Someone must do it. hionsigne’
will. not,even when he comesg back; he will have too many other things to
atteni to. Brgo, I am the uﬁstesel. The laisgsions are suffering harm.
You muxt think me guite a crank by now, and perhaps worse. This letter
may do nothing toward removing the evil; I at least have done my partk

I was very deeply pleased to hear of your visit to my dear ones at
Waite Fark. %o were they. They are certainly courageous in the face of
eonditions, and I feel proud of them. I would like to write more to
offset somewhatl the "stuff above, bul you may realize to some sxtent the
press of work down here. It is increasing weekly, and I can only trust
in God. In vour mementos for the Missions, kindly remember the cause
of Catholic Literature and Catholic Action in all its pdlees dowh here.
What can be domep will have to be seen. Fathers Arnold and Ambrose ake
working like good fellows; father Luentin is becoming soimewhat used to

hingg; and I have #&aken to riding a bicycle again.

Wy fervent prayers for the spritual and temporal welfare of 3t. John's
and its family. iat & power can we ours at St, John's if we only make
use of the wmeans Providence : ives us! Please pardon the haste.

Sincerely in St. 3enedict,

L. (e I8
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Tmmaculate Conception Church
NEW MUNICH, MINN.
Feb. 23, 1950

Rt. Rev. dear Father Abbot:

I will have to go tc Minneapollis a few times during the next two weeks
or so, due to a very aggraveted rectal and anal infection besides a flare-
up of long standing heemorhoids. Doctor Zachmann at Melrose urged this
quite some time ago and referred me to Drs. Fansler and Anderson who seen
both very fine men and know theidr spedlialty. I don't think it will re-
quire hospitalization beyond a little bed rest after treatment. I suppose
1t will be 0.K. to go for these treatments. Willing or not, I must Begin
Lent with an extra penance, (The Philistine hordes of ¢0ld must indeed
have been in a bad way if they were thus stricken,)

I would like to put to you also the proposition of a new car. The pre-
gsent one 18 eleven years old and is beglinning to cost money in upkeep.
T think I could get a fairly good price for it. The fact that cars are
rather slow to get now, and the poussibility of another war or rigid de-
fense prograem and restrictions on cars mskes me think that it would be
wise to get a new auto this Spring or early summer, while they can still

be procured.

ather JJJlI's vrother was Just in with the proposition of havging Fr.
ispend some time around here while he 1s convalesc¢ing. I told his
brother I that I would be glaé to help Father in his morning Mass,
but since Father is a sick men, I could not assume responsibility for
hig for various reasons. In case anything would go wroag, I feel the
whole relationslip might be on my back. I have had no regular housekeeper
since New Years. The fine little one I inherited from Father Hugo had
to g0 home to take care of her mother. My mother has been here helping
out for the past weeks but she is 76 and not in the Rest of health. She
i3 gled to be here for the time being and I have two very fine women past
middle age whom I think I can get {elther one of them) T have not made
any deal with either as yet. I could hardly ask her to taeke care of an
invalid. Besides, I have started meking an improvement that Father Hugo
had contemplated; namely pUtting in & bath room for-the housekeeper -and
guestw, {(combined.) The equipment is all here and. it sigply meant the en-
erging 9&9 finishing of a former linen closet. This is a¥le to give sonme
work t¢”Unemployed carpenter dering these lean months. This is satisfao-
tory with the trustees. I don't khnow as yet whether it will amount to

over $200 or not.

Another matter that has been pending for some years: Getting a new gas
renge for the school kitchen. Price roughly $400. An old wood range was
past i1ts usefulness and present equppment is inadequate for occasional
8ocials and dinners, especially in view of the coming First Mass dinner.
This elso 1s 0.XK. with trustees. We have already raised the cash wlth

entertainments.,
Rather MM night be much better satisfied to stay with his brother

in town anyhow, since I have no time whatever these days to entertain
him., I hope I am not uncharitable,

Respectfully,

4~MZ’W
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY+ COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE ABBOT
Pebruary 6, 1953

Reverend COthmar Hohmann, 0.5.B.
Innaculate Conception Parish
New Munich, WMinnesota

Dear Father Cthmar,

~

First of all, T wish to tharnk you for the check of fifteen hundred
dollars which you sant %o the Abbay for the support of the comrmunity

and its projzcts. Yay we use this money in a worthy manner so that
we wlll not be charged with waste or negl:ct aome day, The amount
of money sant to the Abuwy by the expositi is a very substantial
part of what we nave for the pwrnoss of rapair and expansion, I
hope that the members of the community will always appreciate the
sacrifices made by the Tabthers in the parishes so that thay havs
sometning to send to the Abbey. I wonder if I may call your atten—
tion Lo the nusber of Hesy Intentions sant to obhars. If you feel
thal these places noed them more =0 than the places to which we
sand the intentlons, 1 hove no objections to your contimuing your
present practice, 3t. John's has, for the psst eight or more ysars,
tried to ksap ithe Bunedicbine Abbays ia ollier conntries above waober
financially with its exceszs Mass Intentions., Often we fall short
becauss we do not hava escugh on hand to gond to those who ask.

The other amatter I wanted to beli Lo you aboul iz sowething 1 would
rather aob pul on parer, but you do not pub in an appearancs iiere
very often, and I have nob bezr adble to conbact you Lor this purpose.
At least four months ago on two different cecasiens I was teold that

I cught to advisa vou to be more circumspsct in letting one certain
woman cowe to ths parish houae as oftan ag she did. Nothing more was
said or implied although T tried to find oot whstier any suspicion
was being attached tc this statement. I wai sabisfied that this
night 2asily be zoscin and waitel to ase I Lhs sone rumor wonld reach
me from any other quarter, It dido't, and T said nuthing, I was
asked ginea theu 1T T haed talked Yo you about it, and I said that T
had not, I give it to you in the hope that it will nol disturh you
amy more than it should. If there is one thing thal I hove learnt
aince being prior 1% i3 this: thaere are two sides Lic evory story.

Tha one who spoke o me was well meaning ond sincers, and I have now
fuilf411lad any deby I have towards him and o,

I commerd you for being go willing to nake the nscessary repairs, even
though wou may not have besen encouraged by overyorns, Hobt mci crodit
goes to the one who keeps things in repairs, btut all the more will the
credit come hereafter. GOodts dwelling 2 degorving of the bsst.

With aprgyer that your apostolic zeal will ba the "good zeal that leads
to God and 1life everlasting', I remain

Devotedly vours,

Abbot
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September 20, 196C

Rt. Rev. Baldwin Dworscliak, 0.S.8.,
Ste Joan's Acboy,

Celjevevilie,

Mir.esota

Ri it Reverenld and dear Fatier Abot;

Fatiier Othmar was L2re yesterday 27ternoe~, he sald, at
your sugcestion, and we discussed Lis situation for over an
Lour.

I teld him that I would write you and thet lLia should
get 1o touch: witn you some time after you jave received my
letter so he could reteive his instructina from you.

fie wanted to remain in Detroit Lakes tc try 1o down the
talk by the manner in which L2 would conduct himself in the
future. I did not agres to thls because tiie talk and the
lack of confidence in Lim it nas led *to amonc the rarishoners
lias greatly reduced the effectiveness of Lis ministry. The
ajitation against hiim has Leen coinc on for eix month:s and some
res;jonsible members of tl.2 parish: are represented in it. This
would indicate the opposition is quite jyaneral,

Censequently, we wish you would proceed with placing
Fathier Othmar some plas2 =lse and placiny a new pastor in
Detrcit Lakes.

Witn kirdest personal recards ard assuring you of my
prayers, I am,

Bishop of Crockston

L.C. js
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¥oat Rev. dear Bishop:

Enclosed is a sort of "defense brief", which I wrote up laat Fall, then ked-putting
off sending 4it, not wishing to bother you any more with the matter, and somehow hoping
that Father Abbot would somewhat acquaint you with these various "sidelights" on the
case, T wrote all the enclosed to him shortly after leaving Detroil Lakes. Heunce T
am confident that you will not see any necessity of sending the enclosed to him, I
have been in and out of ¢linic and hospitals during the winter, and besides complete
dental surgery, went through major surgery last mongh for gall bladder, gall stones
and arpendix, Since I was rather apprehensive that the surgeons might find malignsncy
or advanced liver damags, and that my days might be numbered, T fell that there would
not be much-point in sending the enclosed, if that had been the case, It seems however
that the good lord 4s giving me moms gocd years yet to work and make up for the past,
for which I am most thankful,

Trying to make a comeback from the shock and disgrace of last Sertember has been an
uphill fight, day by day. I think that the expedient I suggested to Father Abbot at
that time was still the best,--namely to get right back to mission work, of which there
is plenty up here. This call over here came as an answer to prayer it acems. T have
tried to resign myself tc the status of being treated like a vitandus and a lucifugus
by my confreres and cthers. It was quite a letdown when the usual number of Christmas
greetings and other correspondence went drastically down this winter; sodit seems that
*word really got around!"

T was going to destroy the enclosed and may be making a mistake by sending it on.
I know it will not help the situation one bit, nor remedy a falt accompli, However,
T have confidence that you will bear patiently and not hold it against me., T know
that the atatements T make about my former assistant may look like "anging dirty linea
out 1n public* but fecel you will understand, and T felt that I had to get this off my
chest, I suppose I could have found out a whole lot more about undercurrents at
“etroit lakes, but was too heart-sick last Fall to do more abrut the matter. T know
the enclosed may look like a case of "loghorhea." If T find T am doing junjust harm
to Fr, Malachy or anyone else mentioned, T shall be the first to want to apologize and
make amends, :

I sincerely truast T am not giving any impression of unthoughtfulness or disresnrect to
yourself, You were indeed put into a very pginful and embarrassing impasse last Fall
with the entire affair. T regret having caused 20 much trouble, During the past nine
months there have been constant prayers and Masses offered up by myself and friends for
any souls that may have been hurt, and for all those who may have had a rart in hmirting
me and bringing diseredit and disgrace to me and the greatest sorrow of my life. T
think T am "over the hump” now, but shall hardly ever be the same again. I am trying to
live one day at a time and to offer up the entire matter as a penance for past trans-
gressions and cmiseions. T admitted to you last Fall that I "stuck my neck out," gnd
acted with customary najvte and imprudent trustfulness of everyone.

Fr. Abbot indicated to me last Fall that T should give up all hope of further working
in the Crookston diocese, and so there fs of course an added limitation in his pacing
me further. The future lies in the hands of God, At 61 it is difficult to start from
the botteom again ard to be reduced in effact, more or less to the status of a vitandus
or a lucifugus, and a suspected "mental case." .

T do not expect any kind of anawer to this. T apprec’ate your kindneass and patience
last Fall, and trust you will accord the same to the enclosed, and think kindly of me.

Respectfully,

Othmsr L, Hohmann, 0.S,B.
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<, Yov, 15, 1960

Mcst, Rev, dear Bishop:

.It must be dozens bf times that I have begun to write the following: In affliction
of spirit and complete dissilusionment I find {t diffkcult to speak any more about the
matter, but feel that I should "get it off my chest,” For the past two months I have
waited for more calmness of mind so as to be able to trat the whole distressing busi-
ness more cooly and objectively. Talking thinge out, or writing them out is often a
relief and a catharsis; so, right or wrong, here goes:

In the fir‘s.t. place, may I beg you most earnestly, in the name of sweet charity, to
delete from the records that indjctiment sent to Father Abbot last September, where it
mentions that sinister word, "molesting.” In law and newspaper rarlance that word
leaves little to the imagination. And I wish to re-iterate that I am NOT GUTLTY as
charged in that indictment. I realize that that self-appcinted "committee” of two
must have put up quite a lurdd and convincing story and salestalk to get me out of
Detroit lakes. I can only imagine with what all sordid detalls, in order to precipi-
tate such a sudden and final decision as to demand my immediate removal. T have reasons
to belleve that these two threatened or at least hinted at civil action in the case,

80 of course there was little else that you could do. It is quite obvious that both

Mr and acted on hearsay evidence. I would say that it was evidence
which was rather hysterical, neurotic, exaggerated and"blown up," certainly induced

and solicited, circumstantial, garbled, even "engincered” in the manner of brakiwashing,
suborned, or whatever one may wish to call it. Very probably Father Abbol never aequain-
ted you with any details on "the additional 1itlt on the case,"” to which I referred in
By last telsphone conversation with you. Father Abbot is always swamped with work and
rroblems, and no doubt this matter hit him pretty hard too, I feel I owed it to myself
to acquaint you with further details surrounding the case, before it be closed entirely,

As to Mr. T told you last Septeaber that I never once have been at
his house, nor hardly know his family at all., When pressed about thie, he grudgingly
admitted that, "well, he was delegated to bring those charges." Also that as a young

man "he was kicked around and always had to play second fiddle, etc. ete," So it would

seesm to me that we have again a case of projection and rather evident"scapepoating” and
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bueybodying. During the past year I gave Mr. thousands of dollars worth of busine
even in the face of lower prices elsewhere I believe, for the sake of his family. This

is the fellow who was reported to me as having said down at the Proctor Cafe
"that I should be handed over to the police.™ (How would he like it if I were to ses his
salesmanager and contact all the Catholic institutions he sells to and acquaint tiem with

such goings-on?)
As to Mr, | , I was at his house only once, maybe 10 to 12 minutes last

March 1960 when they were down with the flu and the children were absent from school,
¢ was not home,¥ Yes, I may have besn rather fond and affectionate with the kids,
but certainly did NOT act in a way that could have made the case he did! He
complained tc Father Abbot about me shortly after; very probably in the hopes of my getting
put out with little delay, At the time he also cormpained to Fr, Abbot about a sermon I
preached some time before about vocations. That sermon was on the strong eide, but nothing
T could not put into writing, I am sure, I had reasons to say what I did to countsract
the lose thinking prevalent on vocations. Fr, Malachy had the Mass, (Whether he or any-
cne else got the idea that I was casting reflections on hirm, I of course do not know.)
Certain mentalities get things all twisted up when they don't like a fellow. Mr,
also complained that {n my Lenten talks de sexto to the 7th and 8th graders, I was too
frank, or "shoeking," or whatever elss he may have mentioned, One of the older diocesan
consultors with whom I talked the matter over did not think at all that I was too frank,
and that plain talk was necessary in these times. Mr. had no girl in that group.
The day I left Detroit lakes, I found out that Mrs, ~ had taken one of the Sisters
over the coals for passing out "Mother's Little Helper" or whateger the booklet was for
prowing girls in the sixth grade, and really gave that good Sister a going-over. I men-
tion the above re Mr, complaints since the whole business struck me as quite
phoney. No doubt he had very good coaching when he made his complaints to Fr. Abbot!
Mr, ‘seemed to me to Le a "confused convert" and spent long hours last winter
with Fr. Malachy, "to get better accuainted with the Cathalic Faith." My guesa 1is,
;and I have i1t on the comments of others,) that both Mr, and Mrs. " seem to be

rather on the neurotic side, and thak Mrs, and a few other dames in the ring

let this thing pyramid and run away with them. I have observed such phenomena more
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than oncea in my long observation of human nature, And thesec poople work up a caee to
diagrose a hard-working pastor as a "mental casge,”

To me it is rather passingly strange that the very people who made up that ™lynching
party" for their pastor, just happened to be ths circle of bosom friends of my former
assistant Fr, Malachy., Especially Mr, the evident ring-lesder. The "lynching
party" met on the very day after Fr. Malachy checked out; namely Aug. 29th. And the com-
mittee of two saw you just as scon as Fr, M, had departed for & California aseignment.
All summer I.m beirg warned by layfolk, "that my assistant would "get" me; either while
st4ll in Detroit lakes or after he would have left; and that he was discreditiing me in
the parish. I said 1ittle and figured that ®"least said would be the eawient merded,”

I know that an alert pastor should ferret ocut and take vigoruous steps if an assistant

or anycne else is discreditting him in the parish and undermining him and cutting down
his effectiveness. Sleuthing ie always revolting to me. I do know, on rure evidence

that Fr, Malachy did call up the Abbot earlier this summer or Spring, sort of "pushing
the panic button," and warning the Abhot that "something had to be done about me quickly
or & big scandal would break!" When this mess broke in September, various laymen came A
to me with evidence and rumors, some of which I shall relate as they may pertain to the
case. Probably they were retailed to you in some fashion by some of the "lynching party.®
1. A very rrominent and prudent citizen tole me that the susplcion or esccusation of my
being"s mental case” was started by Fr. Malachy. Father M. is a master of innuendo. He
himself admitted to a good woman in the marish that he himself had been in tne psychiatric
ward at Rochester for seven weeks, beffire being assigned as my assistant, I was told
nothing about the matter a year ago, knew nothing about it and never investigated.

2, Another reliable parishioner br-ught the mmor to me "that Fr. M. had to lock his
doors st night for fear of me (!) who was walking the floor at 211 hours of the night}"”
wWell, that struck my funny-bone, until Y was told 4t was no laughing matter! The explana-
tion is very simple! The heating system and thermostat in the Reclory can be very noisy
and serie through the night. T myself have gotten up, thinking a prowler might be in the
rectory. I lexve it to anyone's guess how that rumor about me got started.

3. Fr. Malachy 1s to have gotten the rumor started that "I was out all hours of the night,
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and Lord only knew where, etc.” Again, falsel! I can account for every night I was out
and they wers very few indeed., Criticisa was ulpo adduced that T was "gone from the
rectory so much.” True! I went out almost every afternoon for two hours or more at
parochial visiting and cenwus taking. The people were informed of that by word and

per printed bulletin., My assistant declined to go out on any census work and confined his
visits, it seems, to & circle of more or less 'big shot” bosom friends. And members of
the "lynching vartv." Parochial visiting was about the only recresation I allowdd myself
while at Det::oit Lakes, =——even on Sundaya! The records left mixx there will prove this,

I am sure.
ke And, I would like to know who got the rumor started in the parish that I was "abusing

my assistant, etc.” I practically let him do just as he pleased, When he complained to
the Abbot last Spring that "he had to do almost all the work," I relieved him of every
possible job, so that all during the surmer he admitted to layfolk that "there just isntt
anything to do around here{" T think you will agree that certddn t-pes of people are
always looking for sides to take that way, and to go to bat for "a fine sharp intellsctual
and pirus assistant” who would make ever so much better a pastor than I was! I have seen
such time and again in other places. And this emall group at Detroit lakes certainly seems
to have had their innings, Ficking on something hers and there where they thought they
had some "hot stuff" on me and really"going to town” and blowing that up and really sel~ .
1ing a bill of good like real salesmen,~-selling out their pastor and his effectivences
and good name and ruining his prospects for life! it any rate, the very svident vindict-
iveness with which this entire business was handled or negotiated would indicate that the
group was under very able generalship amd were out to make things sbout ss unpleasant and
agonizing for me as possible. In the past, when matters came up against any certain priest
I myself have always tried to resolve and Guiet such matters on the local level as far as
peseible, to cowsr up with the people and try to bring about & correction without blowing
up the matters with harrassed superiors. I thank God that in more than one case I have
followed that procedure, when afterwards the true picture came cut. Otherwise, drastic and
irreparable harm might have resulted from misteken "evidence™ to wound and ruin for life,

When peoplem motivated by envy or jealously or 1ll-will, hysteria or some mawkish

"sympathy” end forget all about the famifications of the Eighth Commandment , and seem to
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care even less,-~-why then most anything can happen! I very clearly remember the tregic
lynching of those three colored boys at 2nd and lst in Duluth on June 15, 1920, I can
still remember an 8x10 newsphoto of that dead body of the one who was rroven innocent.
When the rope broke, his poor body was kicked into a mangled blecody mess!

I can of course understand why you took such irmediate and final action in my case,
T have reasong tob»lieve that those two who called on you may have threatened civil action!
It would be just like them. One can hardly expect to fight a whispering caapaign as dirty
and instransigent as that was! T think you will agree with me that peonle will rather
swear any kind of false cath and use any dodge, rather than ever back down from any
ill-considered charges of false testimony and edmit that they might have been wrongl
Actually, right now I cannot recall one case of enyone ever taking back or making amends
for anvthing said about a priest or bishop, EVER! By the way, while I have imow of such
cases as pathological or infantile and imaginative lyingon the part of thildren, I do not
think and surely sincerely hope there was none such in this deal. Ther- was a neighbor
1iving close to the rectory, whose kids I liked very much and vice versa. The dad admitted
to me that he had "nervous trouble” and donfusion and jitteriness and needed help etc. etc.
Since this Mr, seemed to be having trouble in making a living, T was speciclly inter-
ested in his struggding famlly and lovable kids. We said that I might be some kind of
"Jekvll and Hyde" characfter., I don't think he originated that idea himself. T wonder who
insinuated that into his thinking?? Very probsbly this neurotic unfortunate was alsc brain-
washed by the fow who wers cut to get my hide,

For the 1life of me, I cannot see where any of my accusere can, with their hand on the
Bible, charge me with "mclesting.” Y have always loved kids very much, and vice versa
T think,--all kids. The rumor that "they would run away when I came around”™ is just another
hysterical falsehood! They would run all right, but not AWAY from me. Through the years I
have always been cordial and yes,—-affdctionate with children. 7T wish now that T had kept
the stacks of letters that hage come to me thrcugh the years when these kids were grown up.
Such letters would surely not be written to a mentall sick "molester.” My guees is that ‘
the and and & few others I could mention, and whoever coached them,

have just been reading too many lurid fictional accounts and some very damaging newn items
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that anpeared in the Minneapolis paper about the same time that this whole sordid debacle
and tempest in a teapot was blown up last summer, As I mentioned at iy interview with you
last November, this is again a case like carelessly setting a snowball running down a
mountainside to end in & devastating avalanche. In my years I have seen such happen to
teachers, doctors, and pastors and others. And am thankful that I was able to stop un-
founded and rash rumors that wers snowballing to the ruination of such peopls. It seems
that the decided they did not like my perhaps unrrepossessing appearance over
against their bosom friend, my dapper sharp brilliant and "much abused” assistant. So a
snowball did grow into an avalanche and it seema they daécided to "get m8" when they
figured they "had something on me,” T have no doubt that and and a few
others arc patting thomselves on the back now for exposing and bringing to justice a dan-
gerous "Jekyll and Hyde" psychotic personality,——a wolf in clerical clothfes,

“ell, in my long experience I have seen all to often what ill-will and vidctiveness
and frustration and hatred can do. 7T have tried not to become bitter, but I do hore that
those people are satisfied and can feel very justified at ruining the nerves and health
of a hard-working pastor, who spent himself for just & short year at Detroit lLskes, and
was hardly settled in that fine parish. Even a cursory examfnation of the records will
substantiate that, T think. What other rumors all got around about my "abusing the pocr
asaistant” etc. etc, I do not know., I am sure that Hr, and Mr.
of the parish could say more about that. Wwhen Mr, went to Father Abbot last March
1960 with the various complaints before mentioned, no doubt he had good “coaching' and was
disappointed that Fr. Abbot di;i not oust me with the coming of summer. No doubt then they
again had good coaching to take up the matter with the Bishop. Last February I put my
troubles up to Father Abbot since I already then had some inkling of what might all even-
tuate with a disgruntled, cynical, bitter and vindictive and brooding assistant in the
House, whom it was just imposaible to please. Nothing was said or done in the matter un-
til the end of summer, by which time the harm was done and the "oust Othmar" campaign was
well under way, and very shrewdly timed and coached, T have no doubt about it. Those who

swere behind this lynching deal seem to have salted down things pretty thoroughly. What

I mean 18 that I have no doubt that this has gotten around the Abbey. Hence I cannot go

OSB HOHMANN_00514



- _6-

back there with any peace of mind. I have seen and heard much through the years. To ex-
claustrate would no doubt mean the forwarding of rumors and charges to any dioccese I

ngght want to work in, Sc it does seem that a shrewd ard thorough job has been done, That
seems to be the silent re-action from my circle of friends. Various letters T have written
to Detroit lakes about a few bills and unfinished businees have just gone unanswered, My
relatives seem puzzled and shocked and confused at my skdden removal from a fine rarish
where they felt T was doing the best work of my career, So it seems that I have bteen
forced into a.corner, an !nposesible spot and dilemma, a real cul-de-sac. Well, through
the vears I have se:n othar confreres,--much better nen than myself,--rood men and hardew
working men broken for the rest of thelr days. Most of them are dead by now. Tt seems
peonls can take much more in stride, charges ¢f drunkenness, or even running off with
someone. Fut those charges brought apainst me, -well once things like that get around, I
say right now, then a man is through, finished, kaput! To surviwe at all I must be a realist
and lock for no "vindication” of any clearing up of things until Judgment Day. As I men-
tioned before, people seldom baek down in these matters. Even at worst, this entire busi-
ness could have been hamiled by these men much more wisely and charitebly, had they at all
had the good of souls and the parish at heart., (At least T have alwaye tried to handle such
painful matters as quietly as possible.) T hed never anticipated that I could become as.
anti-social as T find myself now, trusting no one, and suspicious even of children! I
shalltry to fight up from this knockout blow, since T have always loved mmpk people, es-
pecially the simple folk, the little people, the poor and struggling "proletariat” and
their dear children. I am confiident that my record through the years will prove that.

I have been urged to take a long rest, but have begped my Abbot to let me get back scon

to the work I like,~~with prospective converts, the lax and fellen-away and any interested
Protestants, 1 am sure I have proved that in the two years I was in the Crookston dioccese,
In my present state of mind and shattered neywes there is not much T can do besides short
spurts of effort here and there. To have one's life ruined this way after I have worked
to exhaustion many and many a time in the face of ingratitude and dpposition,--well to say

the least it is a trial of one's Faith and hope in the extreme. I can only take Father

Abbot's adgice to try to see things the way God sees them and has allowed them to happen.
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I may as well mention a few other rumors and particulars while I am at it and may have
forgotten, Rumor also reached me from reliable source I think, that Fr. Malachy"had bhe-
come frantic whenever the telephone rang, for fear that the police might Le at the other
end! I wonder who got that started? T don't know what was all reported to you. T do re-
member police being at the house to trap thieves at the votive stands. We did catch a
7th grade girl and took her to the rectory for questioning, I tried to keep the matter as
quiet as possidle. Did someone make some "evidence"” of this, I wonder? Also I had to call
the copa one r;ight when a demented fellow got me out of bed past midnight and was carrying
a gun. The police car cruised past the rectory for z while while T got rid of the fellow,
(They were very anpreciative.)

Fr. Malachy mentioned to the housekeecper on leaving "that her troubles wculd soon be
over." All Spring and surmer mysterious phone calls came in for my assistant. Perhaps I
should have monitored the calls as pastor. T did not, When I anewered often they quickly
hung up, I never asked where he spent his time when he was out of an aftermcon or evening.
Tt was also reported to me that Father M. is to have mentioned that "I was getting a lot of
riff-raff into the Chureh, and of the 18 1 baptized in June, very few ever came back to
Mass,” Thie is false since I checked on them all summer. Three cases of prospective
converts which seemed a little messy, he gave the brushoff too. My neighloring priests
and myself had to save the situation, and it ‘s a wonder that the Catholic partners did
not leave too! T am merely mentioning tese incidents to thrww some 1light onto what
states of mind I had to deal with. Father tried subtly to discredit me in every way pos-
sitle and to impress people with his superior intellecutality, education, world travel,
and spirituality! Often he would characterize cther priests as "vacuous, stupld and in-
competent etc. I am sure that was his estimate of me too. He seemed tc resent bitterly
that T was arnointed pastor of Detroit Lakes. ihen he was not accepted for re-enilstment
in the Air Corps, he grew more bitter and resentful and perhaps suspected I had something
to do with his rejection. I don't know. As one good confrere charactarized the man:

"He is mick!" I am quite certain that he worked up mavkish maudling sympathy amor§ the

parishioners for being so mis-used, (Even foing, it seems, on sort of hunger strikes,

and making thins just as unpleasant for me as he could. I have never met, a more bitter,
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frustrated and vindictive confrere ever! Or more brooding and taciturn. So it almost
seems as thoygh he projected the accumulation of years of 11l-will and frustration and
brooding onto a slow-Ritted third rate rastor! As he pcemed to charactarige me, T know
such continued states of m'nd can blind even intellectuals and the sharp and bright boys.
(Fr. Roger possibly could throw some light on this phase of the matter.) Other rumors
were revorted to me to about myself, the odium of which penetrated way up to Mahnomen.
Mostly childish things but most uncomlimentary, to say the least. In the past I have
mostly tried to ignore such in the hope that time would take care of things.

On another angle, cculd it be that the movement to oust me (mostly by ¥ of C men) was
aggravated by fear of a proposed building fund drive? At least at the first ¥.C, mesting
(to which by the way T was not invited) in September, the subject was most inappropriately
brought up at that meeting. Laypeople also reported to me that the Kdights were talking
about "getting that guy out!"™ May be just hearsay evidence again. Cne of the big shots
in the Knights is rather elderly who I understand really went on the lynghing
party against me. I was at his house only once to visit his aged Mother., My rcod assistant
was there onee a week for long morning coffee semsions. (ne might put two and two t.ogeih.x‘s
Another bosom friend was the family where I was only once briefly. Why he should
agitate against me, I alsoc do not lfnov; I barely knew his family., And so T could go on.

Befcre I left there was quite a bitof agitation to gct up a petition in my favor and.I

. was assured that"97 to 98 percent of the people would go on record for me." T begged them
to do nothing, at least not while I was theres, and thus not embarrass the Bishop and that
we gshould abide by the decision of the Bishop, I am quite sure that is the way things were
handled, There wae also for some time a nefer-dowell "salesman" a one in town
who I understand peddled sround innuendos against me and the parochial sehool. He left
town but T had the dope on him from his former pastor. -, le:st he was reported to me as
peddling around cheap mndounded gossip., Vihy, I don't know.

¥hat do T expect to prove or accomplish by this lenghthy "Defense bridd"® Fxactly
nothing, beyond the satisfaction ofhaving my say. Such disgrace and discreditting is more

or less permanent, and T see mm little or no pomsibility for making good the tmrm dons,

I have been preying much that the harm done to souls may be neutralized in God's own pood

time and Providence!l
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Box 395; Mercer Wisconsin,
Dec. 7, 196C

Dear

T think you had better send me a renewal of prescrinticn No. 269481 fer sod nembutol
sleering tablets. I hope that is the right number since things got mixed up a little
in all this moving around. While I still have some equahil, you had better send also a
renewal of this, My record shows it 1s No, 268354. T don't have to take these things
a3 much anymore as last Fall when I was kicked out of yocur fine parish, T hone to get
away from drugs entirely before long but it seems a long and ard pull to get back to
normal, Up here it 1s quiet and leisurelv, a vacation wonderland of endless forests
and lakes, A repular winter fairyland, mich as N.E, of Det. Lakes. T was sent over here
to help out abtout Nov, 1, to fill in with an emergency since they are very short of
criests, also in this diocese. dJow long I shall be here I don't know. Iiave been rather
on the anti-social side wince leaving Det. lakes and it's hard on me. But am starting to
visit loosg¢ end cases nere, prospective converts, lax and fallen-awaw, and thus far the
results are very encouraging. Lots of mission work to be done ur here in these far-flung
settlements. T would not mind devoting the rest of my days to this work. Honors and dig-
nities and "big shot" assigmments really have never interested me, Iife is just too short
for that for one of us. ST

Well T just wonder whether the members of the "lynching party" who rather hysteri-
cally broke thelr pastor's neck last September, have ever come to more sane way of thinking
T wonder whether they realize one whit what they have started®?” Salted things down with
calumy and slander and false accusations, based on evidence that was to say the least,
hysterical, induced, garbled, circumstantial, solicited, distorted, suborned, "engineered"
(rather clerevly, not?) and what have you. I wonder whether they ever think of the ir-
reparable harm they have done in immobilizing a hard-working priest, and to the damage
. of many many souls, no doubt??? And how about the clever boys who started or abetted and
encouraged or even master-m‘nded the deal®? Pretty awful I think. I have no doubt that
they have been patting themselves on the back for exposing a dangerous "mental Case" and
giving him his just dues!! 7 have seen a lot of twisted=-up human nature through the
vears, believe you me, Tt is a pastor's duty to ferret out and scotch rumors, whispering
cammaigns and scandal-monrering undermining and discretting that goes on in the narish to
destroy his effect®veness. Well,-—=I was just too busy to follow those rumors and have
always try to fod'ow the policy: "Least said, easiest mended." It was surely putting
vou the mayor and a businessman and * into one hell of a spot, istead of letting ]
vou hardle the matter on your level as trustees. ( of course is above all trustees.;
Anyhow, many rrayers and Masses have been offered up for the members of the "lynching
gang." God knows, they are going to need it! T was definitely NCT GUILTY AS CHARGED!
But I have found out again that a priest's word means little or nothing over against any
concerted action of determined laymen,esrecially when masterminded by one'out to get the
rastor ousted!" The evidence brought to me during my last days there came too late. I
could have found out a lot more, but was just too heartsick and shocked and worn out to
to much. After all, " widrked as hard and harder at Dgt. Lakes during my year there as
T have ever ‘n my career, I think my records will nrove that conclusively. ~11l, enough
cf that! I just wonder whether ail those reovonsible eve~ realize that there simply
cannct be any forgiveness of ain ZVER! until they as least try to make good the incalcu-
lable harm done in ruining the character, the work and effectiveness and health of a hard
working pastorj!! I wo-ld not want to be in their shoes in years to come. iasn't that
ever struck these men who were acting like a lynching rang on purely hearsay eveidence?®??
God help them. Dut thelr duty to make good harm done may be fopgotten but not absolved.
Hell is going to be full of such, I'm sure! %We'l , lots more I could say. Thanks for
everything you tried to do in a most rainful situation that was initiated by none less than
the devil! I have forgiven but to forget 1s simply an imrossibility. How blind and craay
can veorle get” 'Well please destroy this as scon as you have read it. Right? Mar God
bless you and yours always. Send me bill for the medications please,

Cordially,
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DIOCESE OF SUPERIOR
1201 HUGHITT AVE.
SUPERIOR, WISCONSIN

OFFICE OF THE BISHOP
February 22, 1961

The Right Reverend Baldwin Dworschak, O.S.B.
Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota

Dear Father Abbot:

I am most grateful to you for allowing me to have the use
of Father Othmar Hohmann, of your Abbey, at Mercer with
Father Dabruzzi. I am wondering if it is agreeable to you
if I have Father Othmar assist Father Gutzler at Boulder
Junction and his two missions beginning after Easter. I
understand that Father Othmar is very happy in the work
that he is doing, and since he can give me valuable assis-
tance I would like to ask if I may keep him until after
Labor Day of this year. It will help me a great deal if
you can see your way clear to permitting this extended
stay for Father Othmar as I will have only two young

men to ordain this spring and none at all in 1962, which
will only accentuate my problems a year from now.

I shall be very grateful for your kind consideration of my
needs.

With kindest personal regards and best wishes, I remain

Very sincerely in Christ,

+ :q%,,z G e

Bishop of Superior
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Box "D" Mercef Wisconsin,
June 7, 1961

Rt. Rev. dear Father Abbot:

On re-reading your kind letter of May 15th, I see that you naturally expected an
answer from me before this. I assumed that you felt "no news is good news," I was
indeed fortunate in getting a top-notch surgeon, a good Catholic, & St. Louis and
Mayo Clinic man. This 35 rather late to expbess my appreciation for your calling Dr.
Tucker, the day of the operation or the day after, Dr. Tucker told me and I was quite

*woozy for some days after. He may have told you what he fhound. Anyhow, it was gall
stones of various sizes and an infected malfunctioning gall bladder, which was removed.
There was also & chronic diseased appendix which evidently had been going on for a long
time; that also was removed, I have been having gall frouble for many years and the
distress in the appendix region, I always thought was some bowel imritation, After Dr.
Tucker had made his final diagnosis, he expressed the hore that I would wait no longer.
T am indeed fortunate and blessed that I am Retting by with nothing worse appasently
than a somewhat damaged liver,--which Dr. Tucker thinks is not so bad if I take care.
After many years of neglect and malfunction, he might have found advanced sbirrhosis
or malignancy, and I think he was apprehensive of that. All in all, I am blessed and
it seems that the good Lord will give me some good years yet to work in, I was down
last Friday for a post-opsrative checkup and to-have the dressings changed. Everything
looks very good indeed., and much credit is due T feel sure to the skill of Dr. Tucker
and his fine young assistant, Dr, larsen, and the fine hospital care. :

T have of course besn quite weak, but each day there seems some inprovement., Dr. Tucker
says that I should expect nothing else at my age and insisted on at least six weeks of
convalescence. I have been able to help with the summer school last week and this week,
and it gets a little easier each day. Summer school will last until the end of next week.
I am sorry that it will hardly be possible to make the retreat next week. As I say, I am
qtite weak yet and must rest frequently. Also, I can be of congiderable help in the sum-
mer school of Catschiam. Then I must move out of here by end of this week to Boulder
Junction. Changes of pastors hereabout have also changed the picturs somewhat. I would
like to make my retreat later in the summer when I fesl up to it apain. I would be very
welcome at Benet ‘ake Wisconsin with Fr, Abbot Felix. Or I might make a retreat with the
diocesans, later in the summer. I did make a orivate retreat last Ssptember after being
removed from Detroit Lakes, I made that at Our lady of the Snows at “evis, and have tried
to make the winter and the lime befBre the surgery some kind of retreat. I do want to
make a retreat later in summer. Under the circumstances, I feel confident that this ar-
rangement will be satisfactory. I would like to stay around ks near to Dr. Tucker for
another week or two. While everything looks splendid, he did mention to watch things.

How do I feel after the surgery? The past few days life locks pretty good again. I
do feel a lot of infectious matter in all teeth, gall bladder and appendix sesms to have
been eliminated. No distress after my meals.  No gserious headache since the day I went
in for surgery. A number of people who have gone through this tell me that in a few
weeks I should feel better than in many yeara. Pain in surgery area has pretty well sub-
sided, and each day gets better. By next Sunday I think I can get through the program
quite nicely, The first Sunday back on the job was of course rough. Both Fr. Dabruzzi
and Fr. Cutzler have been most considerate and kind, and that helped matters alang a lot.

The bill at the Ashland hosvital was $473.00 for all services, diagnoses, pre-operative
stay etc, They cut that exactly in half to $236.50 The best. of attention. I think it
would be nice 1f a word of thanks and appreciation would come from the Abbey to Sr.
Claudia, the superior of St. Joseph's Hospital, Sshland, for their kindness and generous
discount. Dr. Tucker has sent no bill yet; his office girl hinted that very probably
there would be no bill! I shall wait a while yet. If he was kind enough to do all that
gratis or for a nominal fee, it would be fiice if we from the Abbey would thank him tosand
assure him of our inclusion of him and his intentigns in the prayers for benefactors. He

7
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SAINT JOHN'S ABREY +* COLLEGEVILLE, MINNES OTA
OFFICE, OF THE ABBOT

June 11, 1961
Dear Father Othmar,

In answer to your letter of June 7th I grant you permiseion to make a retreat
later on in the summer. The one that wasm given by Fr. Jean Leclercq was unique.
There is no doubrt that he underatands Benedictine spirituality very well and

he has written well of it. One of hls books, THE LIFE OF PERFECTICN has just

come off the press (Ldturgical Fress) in translation. However, his use of English
is going to be a problem for those who do not find it easy to follow the speach

of a foreigner. I hud the conferences taped and hope to be able to give the mater-
ial out to these who are interested in reading the conferences.

I was glad to hear your complete report on how you are feeling and also on the
treatment you received. I will write the letters you suggested I write to thank
the various ones responsible for such good treatment.

Fr. Egbert asked me to replace him because he finds the work at Detroit Lakes too
much now for his physical condition. I hate to remove hin because he has very ef-
fectively calmed the troubled waters I think. Abbot Cuthbert is still in sueh con~
dition that he could fade out quickly. Fr. Eugene will be going to Conception Abbey
again to complete his Fifth Yyear program. Fr. Roderic will be going to Rochester
in July for a check-up. (Fr. Aubrey is desperately trying to make a come-back; all
will depend upon whether or not be wills to do so. He wants a paychiatric examination,

Devotedly yours,
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Box 2, St. Anne's Rectory,
Boulder Junction Wisconsin,
July 23, 1961

Rt. Rev. dear Father Abbot:

Tt's about time that I answer to your kind letter of some weeks ago. I hope you will
be tolerant of my delay in answering. I have had somewhat of a setback in my condltion,
and especially neurally, but seem on the way up again., Guess I went back to work too
soon after recent surgery. The tentative appoingnent to 8t, Joseph Minn, comes as a
surprise, and I don't know just what to say. As"my Abbot I should speak my mind out and
then abide by your decisicn:

As you indicate, my heart has always been with work among non-Catholics, "the other
sheep! of which there are so many that would require just a 1little attention and time
to consider the true Church. I have a nice group here that I am trying to finish during
the summer, or at least get them as far along as I can., 5o if I have to go back te Stearns
Co. it will require quite a re-adjustment, as I am sure you understand. I think it is
very kind and thoughtful and charifbuble of you to offer me such a place as St. Joseph,
and thus perhaps get me into somewhat better standing again.

T am not "out of the woods" yet from the surgery for a condition of many years standing.
That I ¢An snap oubt of I feel confident, hut the tragic upset of last September is still
with me, and some days it still hits me pretty hard. It has been a long battle not to
grow despondent. My heart is still in Detroit lakes, where I thought I was doing and was
to do the best work of my career. I am sore you must realize what it means to be booted
out of a fine parish and a diocese with such finality and xxmx under such circumstances.
(Wnich I daresay could have at least been mitigated by my mesistant and another neighboring
confrere.) It seems that Bishop Glenn remained instransigent in his attitude of "qued
scripsi scripsi) and "guod fec¢i, feci.” I haghasked him to delete from his records Lhose
incriminating reference8, and ask you again in all charity, that the same be done as to the
monastic archives. I have no doubb that word got around to the confreres,-garbled and
exaggerated,~-and feel that such is gowg to be pretty difficult to live down. So you can
realize the state of utter embarrassment and chagrin that T still find myself in.

I note what you have to say about belng much in need of men. To state the matter briefly,
T think I would feel very 11l at ease to turn you down or make things difficult for you. I
would rakher take the assignment, trusting in the good Lord that things will work out,
Would it be out of line just to appoint me as "adminlstrator" of the parish, just to provide
some margin in case things don't work out? In any event, T think I can make a decent Job
of administering until other arrangements are made. In case your decision stands, how soon
would you wish me to take over? Fr, Gutzler will be gone from here for some time to re-
cuperate a little and Fr, Dabruzzi has been transferred to Washburn and Fr, Torkellson, our
alumnus is now at Mercer. All this has of course affected my pesition and my work here
somewhat. I miss Mercer and Fr., DaBruzzi very much.

Dr. Tucker seemed rather displeased that I went back to work two weeks after surgery,
when he and Pr. White spoke of "taking the entire summer off, stc.” T have tried to keep
occupled up here and to "earn my keep.'" As you indicate, I wonld find Cdoquet more than
T could take right now. Bven here trination with travel /emi no repponsibility,is a chore.
I find concentration still difficult, but think I have manifested most of my misgivings to
you herewith. As I mengtioned before, I do not want to maffeyour position more difficult
nor be an obstmuctionist. If the appointment standgs I hope that my work and petitions
will in some way affect the many fine souls not of the Faith that I have contacted during
the past three years. Well, I hope this states my case. Thank you for the Feastday Gree-

tings.
Sincerely and respectfully,
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SAINT JOHNS ABBEY+* COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE ABBOT
July 29, 1961
Dear Father Othmar,

Thank you for your letter of July 23rd. I have decided to make
the most of your willinguess to accept the appointment as pastor
at St. Joseph, Minn., even if it is an appointment which could
be terninated when something else comes along. I don't think
that Bishop Bartholome would approve of your being appointed

as "administrator'. I have to set the date for your taking
charge of the parish as August 1lth becauce earlier that week
Fr. Hubert must leave St. Jomeph for his new assignment, the
hospital at Cambridge, Minn.

Fr. Prior will send Fr. Gervase I think to take your place at
Boulder Junction on August 1lth. Fr, Alban is at present the
assigtant at St. Joseph. I had thdught of not having an assis-
tant in residence, but Fr. Hubert advised against thia, Bring
aleng the car you have. Xrebsbach has been giving the pastor a
new car each year {or rather giving the parish the car).

I don't think your confreres think any differently of you because
of Detroit Lakes; I mean confrers who deserve the name.

Devotedly yours,
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Dioceas of St Cloud

CHANCERY DFFICE
ST. CLOUD, MINNESOTA

August 9, 1961

Rt. Rev. Baldwin Dworschak, 0O.S.B.,
Abbot

St, John's Abbey

Collegeville, Minnesota

Dear Father Abbot:

In reply to your letter of August 3, I hereby approve
all of the changes that you have suggested in the various parishes and
the chaplaincy at St. Benedict's.

We will put all of the appointments in the paper for
the issue of the week of August 13, even those that become effective
later in the month. I hereby grant the Faculties to all of the newly
appointed priests working in the diocese.

The parish of St. Joseph is, perhaps, in need of
someone with a temperament of Father Othmar. Iam definitely
relying on Father Hubert's going to the State School at Cambridge.
That appointment will not be made until the week of August 27 and it
will be effective the following week because several other changes
are involved with the resignation of Father Funk at Greenwald who
will not be leaving until the week of September 3.

1 presume that Father Gunther has the Faculties of
the diocese. You might tell him to come in to see me during the firat
few weeks after his appointment to discuss certain matters.

I am sure that Father Bundo will do good work at
Cold Spring. Kindly impress Father Aquinas that his work at the
high school in Cold Spring is not to be neglected because of his work
at Ss. Peter and Paul Parish in Richmond.

I would also like to call to your attention that St.
Augustine's Parish in St. Cloud is in need of another assistant and
I was in hopes that you would appoint an additional priest there this

year.
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Rt. Rev, Baldwin Dworschak, O,S, B. August 9, 1961
Collegeville, Minnesota Page #2

I also would like to have you tell Father John that
1 will not offer up the Pontifical High Mass facing the people on the
day of the Dedication., My reason is this: I have refused this per-
mission to a few priests in the diocese and in one instance I had to
stop one of the priests from saying Mass facing the people and, thus,
you can readily see that in order to be consistent in this matter it
would not be proper for me to offer up Holy Mass facing the people
on the day of the Dedication. This, of course, will not inconvenience
anyone.

With best wishes and God's blessing, I am

fj)// /[ e

Bishop of St. Cloud

PWB:cjc
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" °° "INFORMATION FOR THE ARCEIVES OF SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY, COLLEGEVILLE

NAME: Othmar (LeO) Hohmann, 0.S.B.

(Religious) (Baptismal) (Family)

BIRTH:Rickmond ‘ Stearns Minnesota Jamuary 28, 1900
(Gity) (County) (State) (Month)  (Day) (Year)

YOUR PATRON SAINT: St. Othmar : ' NAMEDAY: November 16, X

TRIENNIAL VOWS: St/ John's dbbey Septl 22, 1926  Rt. Rev. Alcuin Deutsch 0.S.B,

- (Place) {Date) " (Before Whom)

FINAL VOWS/OBLATION: St. John's Abbey Sept. 22, 1929 Ht. Rev, Alcuin Deutsch C.S.E.

(Place) o (Date) {Before Whom)
ORDINATION: St. Jchn's Abbey. June 7, 1931 Most Rev. Josevh F. Busch.

(Place) . ’ ~ (Date) (Bishop)-

FATHER'S FULL NAME:

FATHER'S BIRTHPLACE: St. Cloud Minn.

FATHER'S NATIONAL DESCENT: Bavarian

FATHER'S RELIGION: Catholic DATE OF DEATH: Jan 5, 1939 - \

—7 | |
HIGHEST LEVEL OF FATHER'S EDUCATION: St. Clouc Normal School. Rural School Teacher

FATHER'S OCCUPATION: (deceased) Great Northern Railroad
(Now) (When You Entered Monastery)

MOTHER'S MAIDEN NAME:

MOTHER'S BIRTHPLAGE: Fountain City Wisc¢onsin

MOTHER'S NATIONAL DESCENT: Swabian

MOTHER'S RELIGION:_ _ Catholic ' DATE OF DEATH: April 2, 1957 i
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HIGHEST LEVEL OF MOTHER'S EDUCATION: 8th Grade Parochial' School

YOUR. CAREER BEFORE ENTERING THE MONASTERY: Work at Electrical Business and for the

Great Northern Railroad at various jobs.

EDUCATION SCHOOL FROM TO MAJOR DEGREE  DATE
Rural Schools 1906 1911
EIEMENTARY St Joseph's Minnieapolis (5 x 6) 1911 1912

St.: Yary's St. Cloud (7x8) 1912 1914

SECONDARY ¢ i years at St, John's Prevaratory

UNDERGRADUATE:_St, John's University B.A. 1908
THEOLOGY ¢ St. John's shorix  Seminary )
GRADUATE:

POST~-DOCTORAL:

[Over Pleas_e]

DATE FILLED OUT: July 1, 1964 : %Wf”f%ﬂ* Wi”

(8{gnature)
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LIST CHRONOLOGICALLY ALL THE MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS (1ast1ng six -months .or ‘more) YOU
HAVE RECEIVED SINCE PROFESSION AND ORDINATION, Give (a) the type-or nature of
the work, e.g., assistant pastor or plumber or math teacher in Prep School,

(b) the location, (e) the duration, (d) any leclal achievements or items of note,
e:g., buiit parish hall in 1G48.

Agsisted in Speech and Drama Dept. at St. John's from 1927 to 1932 (Mostly high school)
Prefect in St. Gregory Hall, 1927-1929 ’

Taught College German 1931-32

Bahama Island Missions Dec. 11, 1932 to Sept. 1, 1936, Most of this time stationed at St.
Francis Xavier hurch, Nassan Bahamas.

Assistant .at St. Joserh's Mandan No. Dakota, Uct. 1, 1936 to April 22, 1942. In addition,
engaged in youth work and-dramtics and radio drama there. '

Assistant at St. Boniface, Hastings Minn. April 24, 1942 to Aug. 1k, 1947. Yeturned to Abbey.
Assisted Fr. Celestine Kapsner on Mission Band Sent. 1947 to Dec. 10, 1947

Assigned to the Utah Missiohs from Dec. 1947 to Dec. 1948. While there helped to build the
church at Vernal Utah and took care of Artesia and Rangely Missions in Denver diocese.
Janvary 22, 1949 to Aug. 18, 1954, pastor of Immaculate Conception Church, New Munich. While
there, re*-ovated and decorated the church, renovated school and convent. Orﬂamzed an adult,
young peoples' and childrens dramatic club

From Aug. 18 1954 to August 1957 pastor at St. Boniface, Cold Spring Minn., While there,
enlarged and renovated rectory, renovated convent. Considersble repairs and renovation in
grade and high school buildings.

From August 1957 to June 1958 worked in Fargo diocese, mostly at Oakes No. Dakota helping in
the parish and chaplain in the hospital there.

Sumser 1958 stationed at Yercer Wlsc. and attached m:Lss:Lons. s :
Crookston §J.ocese at Mahnomen, Bejo 13 Island fake ala tro%ESiBftesl%g to Sept. 1960 in the
GIVE YOUR PARENT'S PRESENT ADDRESE, IF LIVING, (decease (See below for additional)

LIST YOUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN THE ORDER OF THEIR BIRTH. INCLUDE YOURSELF.
For those still living give their present address; for those who have died
write “deceased." Put an asterisk before those whom you want contacted immedi-
ately and directly by the Abbey when you die. '

Cthmar L, Hohmann, #6.S.B.
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IN THE REMAINING SPACE AND ON AN ADDITIONAL SHEET IF NECESSARY PUT DOWN ANY

OTHER ITEMS OF INFORMATION OR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF YOURS THAT YOU THINK SHOULD

BE PERMANENTLY RECORDEE:,

(Contined from above) At Detroit Lakes did some remodgling of school and convent. After
that one year in the Superior diocese, helping out at Mercer and Boulder Junction Wise., and

missions attached to same. :
Since Aug. 11, 1961, pastor of St. Joseph's, St. Joseph Minn. During 1963, remodeled and
modernized the school (%80,000) and startsd an adult and childrens' theatre.
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Rt, Rev, dear Father Abbot:

With your vermission I would like to attend a First Mass next Sunday at St. Boniface,
Hastings of a young man I had in the grades years afio at that parish,——Father-
-. That is if I feel up to it, since things have not improved much, healthwise.
Father Irior suggested that three clerics go with me in our car here, gince I cannot
safely drive that distance., That will also wake it much more convenient, for mc. I have
had to miss so many First Magses of former pupils, and the parents have wrged me o come.
S Mass is at noon so I can take a Sunday Mass here,

I know I should have come up weeks ago, as T had promised to explain detagils of the
doctors' findings and opiniens. I have been putting it off as an embarraseing and un-
pleasant job, and telling the fﬁispositions VLo go away, go awayl' and hoping that
would happen. For the time being, DUr. Keening does not want to undertske eve surgery.
T intend to see you shortly after the holy days, or write bo you in detail. The latter
might save time for you. (Frankly, I dread being put to a vlace such as Ir. Harold or
Valerian are at,) ell, Fiat Voluhtas, and I shall try to be resigned. The doctors
suggested "quitting, at least for a whilel! The trouvbles way be more a comvlex of neural
and emnotlonal troubles of recent years, I just d?not know. Well, at any vate, I shall
get din touch with you soorn. T greatly avnreciate the help for one Mass Sundays fer the
time being.

And thanks so very much for your kind note of sympathy on the recent death of my
sister Tt was very consollng to me and the relatives. Good “athers Julig and

Jacoues gone too,-~in their best years, Well, "so it goes". T trust you wi

11 " e
L1 (1aVE &4

most harpy and peaceful “hristmastide, I still rocall fondly the Lhristmastides spent

at the Abbey yours ago., I shall try to be there for the party next Tuesday.

fespoctfutly,»
/!/(/

Fr, G vmvi CLouhbs,

"Froehlichste’ Weinachten!®
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~ July 11, 1966

Record of Father Othmar T,. Hohmann 0.8.R.

Simple Profession: September 22, 1926
Sclemn Profession: September 22, 1929

Ordination: June 7, 1931

Duripg .the Clericate, prefected for two years in St. Cregory Hall, for
'27-128 and '28-29

In charge of High School Drfiatics from 1929 to 1932 and assi sted in the
College Dramatics Dept.

Was sent to the Béﬁama Island Missions from the fall of 1932 until the
Fall of 1936. Was mostly statimned at the Cathedral at Nassau during
this time but also helped out in the other Nassau Missions.

Appointed assistant at St. Joseph's, Mandan No. Dakota from Oct. 1, 16936
until April 22, 19L2, when I was transferred to St. Boniface Church, ,ézgaﬁ>
Hastings Minn. wuntil Aug. 15, 19l7. Helped out on Mission Band occasionally.

Returned to the Abbey at this time to premre for the Mission Band, on
which I functioned until Dec. 8, 1947, when I was suddenly sent out to
the Utah Missions, headquartering at Vernal Utah.

(The summer of 1938 was spent at the Catholie University, Washington D.C.
with the Preachers' Institute, and some work with the Brx Blackfriars!

Drama Course .)

I stayed in the Utah Missions from Dec. 11 1947 until R=zxx¥$xx3¥§ Jan.
19, 19L9, when I took over Immaculate Conception Church at New Munich
Minn. as pastor, until I was transferred to:

St. Roniface, Cold Spring Minn. from August 195L until August 13, 1957
as pastor.

Helped out in the Fargo Diocese from Aug. 15, 1957, for the greater part
of a year at Oakes No. Dakota as chaplain of the hospital there and assis-
tant to Fr. Edward MéDonal d there.

June July August and mrt of September 1958, helped out in the Superior
diocese Missions, headguartering at Mercer Wisconsin.

Assistant at St. Michael's, Manohmen Minn. and took eare of the Bejou and
Island Lake Missions in the Crookston diocese from Sgptember 195R until
August 1959, when I was transferred to take charge of:

Holy Rosary Church, Detroit Lakes Minn. as pastor until September 1960.

From September 1960 until August 1961, assisted in the Mercer and Boulder
Junction Missions in the Superior diocese.

Appointed pastor of Sg. Joseph Minn. and took over there Aug. 11, 1961 and
left there July 7, 1966, due to worsening eyesight and generally impaired
health. Assigned to a year or so of "semi-active duty" to help out Fr.
Jgnatius Cgndrian 0.S.B. in the CGrand Marais Missions, in the hopes of
successful eye surgery for cataract and general recovery of better healt h
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June 23, 1272

Keverand Othmar lohwmann, 0.S.B.
Box 218
Grand Raplds, Minnesota 55744

Dear Father Othmar,

Thank you for your letter of the 21st, which =rived yesterday, ond
forssending me the copy of “Shepherds on the Shelf", which arrived
this morning. I have had time only to glance through the play, Lut
it does seem to be well done and I think that it could Le a real
asset to our annual Christmas get-together 1f the Juniors would put
it on. I am sure the whole community weld enjoy it. After I have
had time to read it, I will pass it on to Father Prior, and he could
then pass it on to Trother Fevin., Tossitly the lattcr or even Father
Domirtic woruld be idnterested in puttdng 1t on for Christwmas for the
comnnd ty,

I enjoyed alze reading about how you have beeon putting Into practiee
Doctor Braceland's ideas for the past six years, since leaving St.
Joseph, 1 am sure that the work you hawe been doing in parochial
visitations has been a real help not only te the pastor but more so

to the people therselves. I hope that you will Le able to carry on
this work for & long tine yet, along with your work for the Childrena'
Theatre during the time of the year when it is not possible to go out
for the daily calls,

All is poing well here snd all of the community at the moment are qiilte
well, Brother Paul, who had spent some time iw the hospital, is back
at the obbey and ahle to resume hieg daily walks up and down the corri
dor with the ajid of a chair, Father 3a:zll has been cenfinedte his room
for a couple of weeks, but seems to be improving now, and I am sure he
will feel better as soon as the weather warms up a little more.

Wihh greetings also to Monsignor Hogan, and with all good wishes and
the prayer that God continue to bless you and your work, I am

Devotedly yours,

Abbot
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ON THURSDAY, 8:30 P.M., JANUARY 24, 1980
Father Othmar Leo Hohmann, O.S.B.

BORN IN RICHMOND, MINNESOTA, JANUARY 28, 1900;
PROFESSED SEPTEMBER 22, 1926; ORDAINED JUNE 7, 1931;
DIED PEACEFULLY IN THE LORD.

Father Othmar was born into a pioneer Central Minnesota family at the wurn of the cen-
tury. After finishing high school at St. John’s in 1918, he was an office worker for five
years, being employed at one time by the Great Northern Railway Company. He never
Jost his interest in railroads and remained a “buff” throughout the rest of his life. In
1924 he resumed his duties and starred as the leading actor in The Silver King, one of the
most memorable plays ever presented on the local stage. As a young monk he taught
German and moderated literary societies and dramatics. His subsequent career was
spent in pastoral activity. He served first as a missionary in the Bahamas, then later in
Utzh and among the Chippewa Indians in Northern Minnesota. He was also a member
of the St. John’s Mission Band and held pastorates in New Munich, Cold Spring, and
St. Joseph in the diocese of St. Cloud. Other parish appointments were in Mandan,
North Dakota, and in Hastings, Detroit Lakes, and Grand Rapids in Minnesota.
Wherever he was stationed, he made house-to-house visitations which he jovially refer-
red to as his “door-bell and coffee-cup” apostolate. His zealous efforts encouraged
many to rensw or recover their Faith. Many parishioners still recall the morality and
children’s plays, such as Everyman and Heidi, which he found time to stage. He also
composed a radio drama, Sacrifice, a treatment of the Mass, which had its premier
presantation over the Maadan station in 1938, While in retirement since 1975, he
prepared a natable collection of children’s poems. Older confreres will long remember
how he regaled them with Stearns County German folk tales. Father Othmar died quict-
ly three days before his eighticth birthday, ready to greet the Savior Whom he heralded
so well in speech and song while in our midst.

FOR THE REPOSE OF HIS SOUL WE ASK EACH NOVICE AND PROFESSED MONK OF OUR ABBEY TO
OFFER TWO MASSES IN THE MANNER ALLOWED BY HIS PARTICIPATION IN THE PRIESTHOOD OF
CHRIST. WE ALSO RECOMMEND OUR CON¥RERE TQO THE USUAL PRAYERS AND MASSES IN
OTHER HOUSES OF OUR FEDERATION. THE CONCELEBRATED MASS OF RESURRECTION WAS OF-
FERED ON MONDAY, JANUARY 28, 1980, AT 3:00 P.M., IN THE ABBEY CHURCH, FOLLOWED

BY BURIAL IN THE ABBEY CEMETERY.
Pl p \(—EWA) 0-5 /5
ST. JOHN’S ABBEY t

COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA ABBOT

OTHMAR LEO HOHMANN, O.5.B.

OSB HOHMANN_00696
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW

RECEIVED
- JAN 22 201

January 17, 2013

VIA REGUL AR MAIL
Rev. James B. Bissonette PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

Vicar General
Diacese of Duluth
2830 E. 4th Street
Duluth, MN 55812

Re: Fr. Othmar Hohmann, OSB

Dear Father Bissonette:

I represent Saint John’s Abbey in Collegeville, Minnesota, and I am writing to you on
behalf of Abbot John Klassen, O.S.B. I write to ask if you will share any information you
possess with respect to Father Othmar Hohmann, a monk of Saint John’s Abbey, who passed
away in 1980,

Late last year, allegations of sexual abuse by Father Othmar were brought to our attention
by two women. Both women allege that they were abused by Father Othmar in the 1960s, As
part of our commitment to victims of such abuse, we are in the process of conducting an
investigation into Father Othmar’s past work sites. From our records, we believe that, from 1966
to 1975, Father Othmar was assigned to two parishes within the Diocese of Duluth, St. John the
Baptist and St. Joseph. Thus, we would like to know if the Diocese is in possession of any
records pertaining to Father Othmar. If so, we would greatly appreciate the opportunity to
examine those materials. If you are able, please copy the personnel file of Father Othmar or any
other related materials, and forward it to my attention. We would, of course, be willing to
reimburse you for copying and postage expenses,

Your assistance is greatly appreciated. Should you have any questions, please contact
me.

Michael A. Airdo

MAA/BDF
cc: Abbot John Klassen, O.S.B.

233 SOUTH WACKER DRIVE, SUITE 4450 GHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60806 312,506.44560 FAX 312,606.4460 KOPONAIRDO.COM
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Michael A. Airdo

RECEIVED
JAN 22 7073

January 17, 2013

VIA REGULAR MAIL

Rev. Robert Rolfes PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL
Vicar Genetral

Diocese of Saint Cloud

PO Box 1248

St. Cloud, MN 56302

Re: Fr. Othmar Hohmann, OSB

Dear Father Rolfes:

I represent Saint John’s Abbey in Collegeville, Minnesota, and I am writing to you on
behalf of Abbot John Klassen, O.S.B. I write to ask if you will share any information you
possess with respect to Father Othmar Hohmann, a monk of Saint John’s Abbey, who passed
away in 1980.

Late last year, allegations of sexual abuse by Father Othmar were brought to our attention
by two women. Both women allege that they were abused by Father Othmar in the 1960s. As
part of our commitment to victims of such abuse, we are in the process of conducting an
investigation into Father Othmar’s past work sites. From our records, we believe that, from 1949
to 1957, Father Othmar was assigned to two parishes within the Diocese of Saint Cloud,
Immaculate Conception and St. Boniface. Thus, we would like to know if the Diocese is in
possession of any records pertaining to Father Othmar. If so, we would greatly appreciate the
opportunity to examine those materials. If you are able, please copy the personnel file of Father
Othmar or any other related materials, and forward it to my attention. We would, of course, be
willing to reimburse you for copying and postage expenses.

Your assistance is greatly appreciated. Should you have any questions, please contact
me.

Very truly yours,

MAA/BDF
cc: Abbot John Klassen, 0.8.B.

233 SOUTH WACKER DRIVE, SUITE 4450 CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60606 312.506.4450 FAX 312.506.4460 KOPONAIRDO.COM
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW

RECEIVED
JAN 22 2013

January 17, 2013

VIA REGULAR MAIL

Msgr. David Baumgartner, JCL, PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL
Vicar General

Diocese of Crookston

PO Box 610

Crookton, MN 56716

Re:  Fr. Othmar Hohmann, OSB

Dear Monsignor Baumgartner:

I represent Saint John’s Abbey in Collegeville, Minnesota, and I am writing to you on
behalf of Abbot John Klassen, O.S.B. I write to ask if you will share any information you
possess with respect to Father Othmar Hohmann, a monk of Saint John’s Abbey, who passed
away in 1980.

Late last year, allegations of sexual abuse by Father Othmar were brought to our attention
by two women. Both women allege that they were abused by Father Othmar in the 1960s. As
part of our commitment to victims of such abuse, we are in the process of conducting an
investigation into Father Othmar’s past work sites. From our records, we believe that, from 1957
to 1960, Father Othmar was assigned to several parishes within the Diocese of Crookston,
including Immaculate Conception, St. Agnes, St. Michael, and Holy Rosary. Thus, we would
like to know if the Diocese is in possession of any records pertaining to Father Othmar. If so, we
would greatly appreciate the opportunity to examine those materials. If you are able, please copy
the personnel file of Father Othmar or any other related materials, and forward it to my attention.
We would, of course, be willing to reimburse you for copying and postage expenses.

Your assistance is greatly appreciated. Should you have any questions, please contact

me.
Michael A. Airdo ;

MAA/BDF

ce: Abbot John Klassen, O.S.B.

233 SOUTH WACKER DRIVE, SUITE 4450 CHICAGO, ILLINCIS 60606 312,506,44%50 FAX 312.506.4460 KOPONAIRDO.COM
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