
PIEMORA1VDU}T

TO:

FROìI:

RE:

DATE:

Father Richard Eckroth, O-s.B.

Àbbot, Tinothy Kelly, O.S.B.

St truke entry date

October 26, L993

Deiia.I'tan¡'¡irtg cailed today to say your teniative enÈry date wourÉtbe late Þecember or early January so that you wilr ri"v" -iine 
torecover from your surgery. she will call_ rne around. Decemþer l- toconfirm the date.
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St.John Chrysostom Parish
Fresh Greek
Andros, Bahamas
January L3, t994

Dear Abbot Tímothy,

Thank you for returning my call concerning liather Ríchard.
I r¿as getting mixed messages and I felt that Flather Richard was
not being told that he r¡ould not be returning. Thank you for
settíng me straight'

After talking wiÈh you f wroÈe to L¡ather and,as gently as I
could, suggested Ëhat he ask one of his brsther priesis io pack
his p-ersonal belongings to be sent to Nassau and that I would
send him directly anything he needed or wanted right away. I also
asked him to give us an outline of what he planned to do to finish
the building at Behring Point so that we could gradually work at Ít
according to hís plan.

It is dÍfficult without a resident priestr however, üathers
SíIvan and Fintan have been wonderful. As !-r. Silvan has worked
here before and knows out island lÍfer he has been very helpful.
l'r. Mel has come only once so far, but I expect he will be coming
again

asking about Father Richard
eta. Praye.rs are always

The people hene are constantly
and how he is doing with his therapy
beíng offered for him. He is missed

Thank you
¡nídst of all of

again for helping me know where I stand in
this .

the

In Christ.¡

.J;t,r\t,o \r!

,.1

l'\\j Jt-
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Søint Lu& Lnstítute
February 8, 1994

collFIDE{-TL{¿

Rev. Richard Eck¡oth. OSB

St. John's Abbey
P.O. Box 2015
Collesevi.ìle, Minnesota 56321

Dear Father Eckroth:

We look fo¡ward to your arrival on Februry 16. 1994. To facilitate your
entry into Saint [uke Institute, we wou]d like for you to lorow the following:

1. If any medications are neededt they will be prescribed
here a¡d adoinistered at our medical elinic. Therefore,
v¡e.ask that you rtot bri¡g .a¡¡y over-the-col.u'rter nedicatlons
or vit¡imins and only a suall supply of prescrlbed tretlications.
w'hich v¡ill be turned over to ou¡ clinic. -ALso, arWthinE
which has an alcohol content cmot be used by ar¡y patient
here. Therefo¡e. we asJ< that you not bring ar¡y cologne,
perfume. mouthwash, o¡ over-the-counter product which has
any forn of alcohol as a listed ingredient.

2. Transportation will be provided, therefore please do not
brìÐg your ca.r to the Institute.

3. Because you uill be exercising at least twice a weeko
we reco¡¡¡end bringing a Þatlii¡g suj t and sui table
teisure attire (for instance: shortsr 'sports shirts.
jogging: attire, and snealers or casual shoes).

4. If you use a special pillow because of allergies, please
bring the pillow to be used while a resident at S¿int Lul<e
Insti tute.

3. Eecause of the du¡atÍon of the prog'¡am, jt is ir¡portânt to
bring enough seasonal clothing,

2420 Btooyß Driv€ . Sultland, Marylend 207465294 .
Aíil¡ated with the Daughters of Charity,

Por) 967-3700 . FAX: (301) 967-3953
Nationâl Heålttì System
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Eecause this is a hospital. we have a cont¡ollecl diet with no
caffeine al¡d no sügar,
For your protectfonr â¡aI 'ihe protection of the resident comurity,
the contents of your personal belongings will be reviewed upon J¡our
aôni ss i on.
Please plan on arriving at Saint Lul<e Institute by noon to âllow
for the processing involved in your admittår¡ce.

Äg'ain, we look forward to you arrival on Februa¡y 16th. Please info¡m
Bormie CôDn6r, Coordinator of Aihrissions (301) 420-?395, of your travel plans.
She will årrange transporlation for you fron the aÍrport, If there are anJ¡
p¡oble¡¡s when you ãrrive at the airport, please call ou¡ mai¡ hospital nuober,
(301) 967-3700r a¡¡d ihe receptionist will belp you. Oun er¡tí¡e staff wishes you
well as you begin the progran. ..

Sincerely, .:

s

8.

Comor
Coo¡rlinator of ådmissions

¿-?t/"é¿?-.'

o"ry'aight Rev, Tìnothy T. t(elIy, oSB
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IIEI{OR.ANDI'¡T OT ÀGREEI,ÍENT

Thl6 Ì,íânofandutt of Àgfeenent recgrdE tho aErrrmenl of agÉiEtenf!ê
offered and provided by St. John,s Abbey to ¡d

or pal¡mant of counealtnq. The partl.ea agreê Èhat thlg
üêDorandum and the past andl futurs pÈ)nnent for counseling are not
adrnleaions of any wrongful act by St. ilohnre Àbbey, lts related
organizatfone or any of it¡ nenberg and arG not ad¡nlesiblr as
evidencq of, llabillty or fault againrt, St. Johnr¡ Àbbey, lts
relatad organÍzatlone or any of lts neubers in any tegal ectio¡,r.

1. St. ,fqhnrs å,bbey r11l pay for previously unpaíd counselLng
fees oving to . for
"""õi"à"--Íoì" 

-

2. St,. John's Àbbey rr111 pay for nd
lndlvidual and ¡tarrlEgê çounsêIing for ü perlod of one âctdl.tlonal,
year endlng Fêbruary 12, 1995 in an a¡nount not to excced
$1,000. 00.

3. Àll billlng shoul¿t bå Ëânt. clirect to:
Äbbot
Box 2015
St. John'ã Àbbêy
Colkgtvillc, l.ût 5632L

Datad¡

gt, John's Àbbey

ItE å¡bot
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Jtr,l ¿Þ 5t ¡a t;E 5l , JHIþ Url v-

gTfPtÍrÀÎ¡ON A¡ID REfrÉAõE

rnd thr ordër of s¿ínt Ecnidlct
tnórei.naftrr nthe parÈlëc") ¡tipulate and ågres as follow;:

wI{ER¡As '+rot1*l\1il't1/'
1. ,rnd of Eh.

ordo" of srlnt Be'eólet, and ¿llcgei¡þahr rutt,alngd
p¡yêholog¡loal, c¡notloual, Endl othoi fnJurler lü a
rcrult o! oorE¡k¡ rvcntr ffifigeUfaren; and

Z- Slrr Ordef Ot Sltnt Eenrdir¡ ù¡¡ rulryl l¡ael '¡.rbílltyfor arry dûüg€t Èo or oEhÊf
nú$þêrl of Èheir tantlyf rnd

3 re rtgt¡ssLeû ÈhaÈ bhr Otd.r. of salDt
tor on-golng countrllnc rnd thuapy plue
hll propoaad retiranant d¡te of .7rnuaâ'

¿. dre Orrt¡r o! 811:rt trnedicÈ wL¡h¡a to pay for
¡3¡ronrbll Eh¡rrpy tnd coun¡eli.nÉt rxÞe¡t¡c¡ lncurred
by and othcr sÊ¡tbcrr ot
Ìrta fantly tlrd Uo pronrrée rgy¡rt'tt r¡ntltr hÅr ÉrâÖÞoúËd
rft{t3na¡tt, daËr o! üanuary 1, 1995.

$IER!'FORE, tha prrÈl.r lgrcc ard atipulÀtr ¡r follor*¡¡

B.n.cllCU Düy
rupÞort untll
1,19951 anê

L

2

fnlI conÈlnua
Ordar of, gainb Br¡:ldlêt on l.av. with lull p¡v
unEll January 1, 1,995. .Èr
wfÈh_fuIl prl', hâ rhall b. trlgtD¡¡ tof tl1 mìploye6
Þat¡attE¡ erßcaDg ¡¡ noþtd brlcw.

ôOrmr Èhrt h¡ rh¡ll rltita on dfirlu¡tyI, 1998. ¡rorn all mDloynanÈ wfch the ordrr ol
Saint Eenadlcq, Dpgn rat,Ise¡nênt,
thall b¡ ¡lÍglbll lÊr all hcel¿h bt¡tfits and
¡cs'.¡¡rulrccd tlck le¡ve gfvrñ Èo rn orçrloyrr rcElring ¿È,Þhê 6¡r¡te p¡¡¿fat¡letlon l¡vll t! othrt r¡nploy$r ul!ñ

åccr¡¡ul¡t ad Eoalo8lty.

¡gra¡t not tð lnako åtlv elefns lnaíntt
th¡ Orscr <¡r dâlnt lracdlcÈ f,or
OE . I{a -L..tì ìta r.lt.al.bl¡ t,o
ÂDpIy tÞr ßic¡rcd.i dlttÞt¡tÈy. rf
r¡c¡l,vc¡ nrr¡iical dilabillty, t¡rc llnãnst¡I Crrrn¡ o!
oú thk Àgrceßfnt th¡Il Eai¡rfrnat! and aÊw tlnilrh¡ll bc nrgoËlaecd in aecord with tht ¡røtritíonrof thc medic¡l ditrbiLlcy,

3
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4. NeiEher th{s ågr€ffißnt or thê låct of gatûinÈ
shsll I)c a&ntarible et lrÍal fÖr any purporra.

5. _ orÇrtguly lntend
and agrÇe thag Èhið AgraemenÈ includct a nelûêse of âtI
lhcír eleins orlslng frorn incfdengr lnvolvlnÊl
their eh{ldrcn åoá rnonks ol thc ordor of Balnt
Fcnedlct¡ including ÞuÈ not llnfbrd to, olaimt
f,or hnov¡n, urrkrtonm. IaEêûÈ, drçcloFcd ¡nd undevelopcd
lnjuricc¡ anEfcipabad and rurantlcipabed
conaaquengeà. a¡rd lcnowr¡ and unknonrt dnrelopmenbe
ol ¡uoh injurlear rnd cl,¡{¡n¡ ac rerpect þhã nature
.rßt,€nE and prtllnency ol eny of cuch lnjurler.

5. Thô Fartl¡¡ àgrêa E,håÈ Ehe o¡iltence of bhfr
Àgr¡.ûenÈ ênd it¡ C€ril, and condiLión. .*¡ to bc
helC i.n rE¡.ieb OOnlfd¡ncs. and

agr.t not. tô dícclo¡o çn6 cxi¡reñce of Ehf¡
Àgrtuncnt, ltr t¡r¡nt and condj,Èfono to any
indfutctual, öxcaÞt aè their attor¡ry¡, ¡ccöuhta¡lt8.tax co¿aultan=rf tEãEc and fedgnl ù¡x ¿u¡horitlct
or úr may þe rcgudrrd. br¡ lawl ¡nd Ehe Ordar af g¡inE
E¡nedÍct, ¿Lro rgr¡¡t ¡roÈ ro dhglo¡a Èhc exicttncr
af ÈhLs âgrec¡n nt .¡rêêtÈ a¡ lr ilgtarâr1r tq ¡heir
rccounEontêr oudlÈora¡ ttrÈr aad taêtr¡l gax
¡ubllorlÈk¡, thêlf ¡rrntgr.¡.!¡ of,ficrf¡ rnd borrd o!
dlrreEoEl, oF board 6t t,rutt,atr, ingurårr, iÈtgfnsys
or at rney br reqrrlrcd Ly lew o¡ ln d¡fe¡l!ê of lh.
Ordcr gs ig, rnntÞrre ir-onr any olain, gult or oÈhsr
lclai ¡cclon fnieiacrd Þf, Èhc chljdren or thcir
¡Doul¡¡ of

Subreribrd aad ¡wonr tö brf6tè ¡ttr lhl¡ _ dry of _,19_.

Dat.d 1TIE ORDEB, OF FAIilT BEIIEÞIC!!

r1ly
Frar

Dabeó¡
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SAINT IOHN'S ABBEY

Box 2015

COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOT A 5632] -20'15

OFFICE OF THE ABBOT

Febrrrary 9, L994

Sieter lt{ary trfÍller
St iloha Chr¡rsoaÈou Parieh
Fregh Creek
À¡drog, BÀ.8À¡íAS

Dear SíeÈer liary:

IB hag bean sone DonÈha nos gince my Èrip t,o Èhe Baha.me.g
and much baa happened Ln tha meantLna, frwe been away
fron the abbey qult€ a bit lately, to do a visltatLoa aÈ
ona of ëhe U.g. abbeyÉ and jusÈ noa¡ !o the anaua.l abboÈe.
neet:Lag¡ ÈhLe year i¡ Àtchlson, KanEaF.

Your work or¡ Àndroe lg certafnly appreelated by Ëhe
people Èhere, I arrr aÉEured, and I irrow how goori it, would
ba to bave tbe BupporËfve ltrosence of a prÍeet,. I ân

,glad Èh¿t thoae f,rom St, AugaretLnê's a're ati1l able to go
tbefe wecke¡¡dg and tbeir long stay Ln Ët¡e Eahanas aurely
glvee tåa¡ the klnd of fa¡¡illarity rith .Èhe peopie anã
the eitsuatlon that c¡n .help to coutinue a Etro¡g fal,Èh
there. Ir' etrd¡a osrû wåys the faith wLll go on and wê can
tfl¡at in ÈhaÈ.

Father Siebard Íe recoverlng nicely from hi.s hlp eurgery
and ls doJ.ng weIl. Àa f eêu.tioned on the phoae, LÈ is
very unllkely Èhat ha will be reüursLng Èo Èha Bah¡nas so
whatever p1a¡8 need to be nade for the future Ehould be
¡n¿de rpitshout the e*pectat,lon of hLp reÈura.

fbank you for your conti¡ued L¡¡teregt ín the work there
and your prayors for tathor RÍchard a¡ed for tha abbay.
I aek G¡od eo eo¡rbinuå Èo blesa you and lee you ba a
bleee:lng Èo tbe people rftb whon you work for naûy yeara
to come. Pêâca.

6¿¡rêêr€Iy ln ChrLac,

fu*m",
TK./kr

pHoNE 672 363-2544 <-|F.A,X 612 3ó3-3082
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Confldential February 18, 1994

Timothy T. Kelly, OSB
Abbot
St. John's Abbey
P.O. Box 2015
Collegeville, MN 56321

Re: Rsverend Richard Eckroth
sll #12814
Admissíon Dale: 2 / 16 /94

Dear Abbot Kelly:

W¡th this letter I would like to ¡nform you that Falher Richard Eckroth has arrived at
Saínt Lr¡kb lnstitute and ls adaptlng tô the lnpalient Program. Also, as thð'Dhector of
ths lnpal¡ent Departmont I would like to wslcomo you as the concernód rocipient of
ths progress reports of Father Eckroth's treatmênt and lntroduce some of the staff
who wíll be working with him.

Frank Valcour, MD is the monitoring. psychiatrist and Mr. Richard Bakker, MA, CCDC,
GPC is Father Eckroth's índividual therapisl. Mr. Bakker will coordlnate Father
Eckroth's treatment and will correspond with you monthly regarding the progress he is

maklng during h¡s stay at the SaÌnt Luke lnst¡tut€. Please feel free to contact Mr.
Bakker it you have any questions about his lreatment progress. Father Eckroth's
longth ot stay wlll be approxlmately seven months.

Please be assured of our prayers for you and for the fine work you do in the service of
Christ's Church,

Sincerely,

Søint Luk Lrutitute

:,".Ü/øt
, .. crf.tlç G.jBrygnt,

.. Directgr, _lnpatiç¡t

2420 Brooks Drl'r'e . Sult¡and, Marylånd 20746-5234 . (301) 9e7-3700 o FAX: (301) S67-3953

Aftlllâted wilh th3 Daughtêrs ol Charity. Natlonal H€å¡th Syst€m
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY

BOX 2015

COLLEGEVILLE, MTNNESOTA 56321-2015

OFFICE OF THE ABBOT

February 28, L994

Fatber Richard Eckroth, O.S-B-
SainÈ f¿uke fnsÈitute
2420 arooke Drlva
Suitland, Maryland 20746-5291

Dear Fabher Richard:

ihret bhoughË I'd dro¡t a line and leÈ you know you are
deep Ln ny thoughte ãr.d prayers witb the hop€ lhat the
procGas La going we1l. WiËb alL of Ëhe lee and Enow Ln
tbe $IashingÈon erea of laÈe I'r¡ not sure how you åre
geÈÈLng out,aide, but perhaps by now eprLng fa on the way
there and ÈÌ¡e saows of ltlir¡IreBoÈå arc only a menory.

TuèÊ,day, t@orrow, beglns Èhe vLeitaÈíon here and lÈ will
conts:LrruÊ.u¡¡Ètl llarch 8. o¡ bhe 10th f heed pff to Taiwan
and Èhs¡r !o ilapan. Itll gee Clprian wêa.v€r In TaÍpeJ- and
tlred maet Rlera¿ Nola¡r for a short trlp lo Eohaido, Èhe¿
back Èo Tokyo'to i¡lgit the brethre¡ therè' 1rI1 be fn
ÀaLa only 12 daye thle time, a faet trtp with lot's of
Èravel while there and likely to be eonewhat' Eiring. Buþ

"f "do loolc forward to'.what Ehe'tordl le doing wLtli''tiatthere
end thaÈ ¡akes iÈ all r¡orthwhile.

Let ue *now hor thinga arê gola€f. Irñ fn!€rested. This
L6 cerÈtl,n Èo be at leaet a dlf,ferent trent Ëor you buÈ
one tsha! leadg all t'hê way bo a reÉurrecÈion of peaceful
caln. Belíewc l!, ews¡ If ít doeanrt sêcût eo clear rlghË
norr. You aae held in eatseee here beeauae of your
genoroÉíly aad I look fonrard Èo your returD' sittr a new
wlaLon of ths freedoo t'hat ie really you and youra.

Peace'and every good bleeslng"

Sincere1y l.¡ Cbrist,

Tluothy ReLly¡ O.S.B.

TK,/Kr

pHoNE (r72 363-2544 <-IFAX ór2 3ó3-3082
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SAINT JOFIN'S ABBEY

St. Luke Institute
2420 Srooks Dríve
SuítLand, Maryland 20746

Deår Father Abbot,
Your letterof February 28th reached me today,

and I arn very grateful to you for ít, for the con-
tinued suppoft and concern you expressed in it. It
Irras two weeks ago today thât I ârf ived at st. Luke's,
and al-teady I am not Lhe nearest petient here, for
Èhree, no four other patíents have already ârrived
since rny arrlval. ltrhen I cåne there was sti1l a
lor of snor^r and lee on the ground, but that dlsapp-
eared r¡fth a few warm days; but yesterday a new
storm hås blown ín. Everythlng todây is white and
icy, Just L1ke ny last vl,ew of MÏI{nesoÈa. All the
schooLs fn thls erea were agaln closed, and wlsel.y
so wlth the Tosds so ícy and dangerous. The schools
hete had already lost I days to the earlier sno!¡s,
and the sch ooLs have cancelled all holfdays, even
the traditlonal Easter break. Th*s does not affecÈ
our proErsm at St. Lukers except for the fer¡ staff
peopêe rrrho are not able to get ln.

YOU ÀSK IIOtrI thlngs are golng. I feel rhey are
going aÌeL1 enough. I have been very warmly received
by the staff and fellor'r patients and am ftniling lt
eesier an¿l eâsler to share.lry ovrn problens, I n¿rveJ-
.at t!è co¡rf{dentmanuer Lo ¡rhích the peËLents share
thelr problerns, maklng tt all the easl-er for a new
one líke myself to open nyself. l,le go out to varíous
AddÍtíon gaÈheriggs ín Washlngton Just abouÈ every
îíght of the week, and here r¡re gêt ttre experíence of
1ay men add women sharíng thelr problens and supportlng
one anoÈher by thelr 1ov e and conce¡n. Soure of
the lnitlal cl,asses also help me to share ny etody
wlth the group and ldenttfy r?1th the other nembElg
of the clåss as they preseint thernselves, Thanks
for thls opportunity for me to know myself better:
and I expect Èo comê out of this experlênce a better
person ând a beüter mÕnk.

Have a nice trip to th€ confÏeres Ln th e orient,
ñttt!í'oln-¿), o, i,

COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY
¿ BOX 2015

COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 5632]-2015

OFFICE OF THE ABBOT

April30, 1994

D€¿T

I was.away from thp Abbey for ten days and before that was quite busy so I have not been able
to wfite to you agan-

Ordinarily, when a certain point in thenpy payments h* b*! reached, 
-I 

¡sk those ooncerned
to come tb some agrecmenfwith me about the continuation of payment for therapy, based on
the signing of an agreemcnt betweer¡ the Âbbe_y 4n{ the people receiving therapy. As of today,
if my-records are ooÍect, we have paid $5t 25.00 for your therapy.

I would be hæpy to meet with you b discr¡ss what you see as your therapy needs and to have
you sign off on an agreement tliar næ would come to about any firture therapy needs you may
have.

The Abbey will continue to pay fortherapy needs you may have until May 15, 1994, even
without this agreement. Following that da!e, we will be returning any bills we receive to your
therapist.

Sincerely

KeUy s3.

cc: Dr. Safih M. Gibson, PsyD

pHoNE 612 363-2s44 {IEFAX612 363-3082
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Søint L{G In*íatte
May 19, 1994

CONFIDENTIAL

Abbot Timothy T. Kelly, oSB
Abbot
St. John's Abbey

t PO Box 2015
Collegeville, MN 56321

Dear Father Abbot:
'

Thank you for your responsiveness and visit on May 9, 1994. We appreciated the
opporun¡ty to discuss with you in detall tha circumstanoss around Father Eckroth's
treatment and terminatlon of treatment As you know, we worked with Fathêr Eckroth
for nearly three months, but decided to end his treatment when it was determined that
there was essentially no change regarding the psychosexual issues for which he was

admitted ¡nto treatment.

To rêcap¡tulate, two separate allegations of sexual mísconduct seemod to warrant
troatrhenl Father Eckroth claimed to have no memory of such sexual activity, but
agreed to explore these fssues in treatment. As trêatment progressed, Father Eckroth
became rnore and inoie coitain that ih6 activiiies described in the allegat¡one werg
never perpetrated by him. ln addition, there did not seom to be any sense that he
was hiding anything from us in his disclosure of sexual activ¡ty over the course of his
lfie. Third, you reported to us that there were no other allegations or even lnsinuations
that Father Eckroth may have been sexually inappropfiate ln the years preceding or
following the t¡mes when thess activities described in the allegations were said to have
occurred. Psychological test¡ng, psychotherapy did not reveal any defensiveness or
personal¡ty characteristícs that would raise doubts in our minds as to Father Eckroth's
veraclty.

Some conflicting information came in the torm of a penile plethysmograph which
indicated that Father Eckroth's sexual attractions were both immature and not well

understood by hlmself. Father Eckroth's sexual immaturity was also noted in the

He Beverend Bichard Eckroth
SLI No: '12814

Admission Date: 2-16-94
Díscharge Date: 5-9-94

2420 8rooks Dfiw r Sutrland, Marytand 20746-5294. (301) 967-3700 . FAX: (301) S67-3953
Aftíllalsd wllh lhe Daughlors of Charlty, Natlonal Hôslth sy8tem
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Abbot T¡mothy T. Kelly, OSB
Fe: Reverend Richard Eckroth - SLI No; 12814

May 19, 1994
Page 2

course of his therapy at Sa¡nt Luke lnstitute. These factors, along wlth the facts of hís
lnappropriately taking nude saunas wlth young boys suggest that lt would be wise to
avoid risks by makfng certain that Father Eckroth is nol ass¡gned to work with any
youth, and is specifically prohibited from assuming any role with youth or associating
privately with mínors.

We believe that Father Eckroth did benefit from his time in treatment at Saint Luke
lnstltute, but that the issues for which he was admltted were not tr€ated þecause there
was no admission of this kind of activity, Should further evidence surface or Father
Eckroth come to acknowledge that thÍs activity did occur, lhen treatment probably
should be resumed.

Father Eckroth did write a contract for hlmself and you received a copy of it during
your visit. Since treatmonl was not completed, we did not spocity any continulng care
program with Sa¡nt Luke lnstitute, but Father Eckroth did include clauses for his
development for support systems and appropr¡ate adult relationships as a resident of
the Abbey- We believe that the terms of the contract that Father Eckroth wrote are '
appropriaie to his c¡rcumstånces, and we hope that tho provisions of this contraõt may
be implemented with your suppon and encouragement The terms do provide for
certain safeguards as well as ítems which would promote Father Eckroth's growth and
well-being,

We thank you for allowing us the opportunity to work with Father Eckroth. Rest
assured of our continuing prayers for you and for the work you do in Ghrist's Church'

Sincerely,3ôl '.{
z2--s{zo

É"¿-Ø-¿ø*-
Rlchard Bakker, MA, CCDC, CPC
Pr¡mary Theraplst

Ø*¿-* h,,rt
Curtis C. Bryant,

lnpatîent

MD
Medical Director and
Vice-President for Medical Afiairs

RB/ng
cc: Reverend Richard Eckroth

OSB ECKROTH 00266



####$#üredr,ffiüffs##
Attorneys at Law

E-1000 First National Bank Building
332 Minnesota Street, Saint Paul, Mínnesora 55101

Office: 61?1227 9990 Fax: 6121297-6543

June 14, 1994

Jeffrey R. Ande¡son+T

Mark Reinhardr**

Mark A. Vy'endorf*
'Ihomas C, Race¡te

JoanneJirik Mullen
Karen A. Kugler

Teresa K. Pattontt
Sara Madsen

Haney H. Eckan

David S, Burleson

Barba¡a J. Felt

Cavin S. Wilkinson

Father Richard Eckroth
St. John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota

John Doe 104 vs. The Order of St. Benedict of the Roman Catholic Church, a/k/a
St. John's Abbey, Diocese of St, Cloud, St. Augustine's Church in St. Cloud,
Minnesota and Father Richard Eckroth

Dear Father Eckroth:

Enctosed and personally served upon you please find the Summons and Complaint regarding
the above-referenced maffer.

For your information, Plaintiff identified as John Doe tOA is

Very truly youn¡,

JR.A:lrb
Enc.

iCertjficd as Civil Trial Specialist %.lso adnlittecl in wjsconsin **Aiso admitred in washingron, D-C. rfAlso adnriler1 in California and Colorado

Re;
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STATE, OF MINNESOTA DISTzuCT COURT

SEVENTH ruDICIAL DISTRICTCOUNTY OF STEARNS

John Doe 104,
STIMMONS

Plaintifl

vs. Court File No

The Order of St. Benedict of the Roman
Catholic Church, a/k/a St. John's
Abbey and Father Richard Eckroth,

Defendants.

THE ST.ATE OF MINNFSOTA TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANT:

Yûii ARE äEREBY Su¡rfiútf,¡\¡ED ancÍ requireri to serve upon PiaintifT's attorney an

Answer to the Complaint which is herewith served upon you within twenty (20) days after

service of this Summons upon you, exclùsive of the day of service.

If you fail to do so, judgment by default will be taken against you for the relief demanded

in the

Dated: RTINHARDT AND ANDERSON

Karen A. Kugler, #220y''62
Attomeys for Plaintiff
E-1400 First Natl Bank Bldg.
332 Minnesota Street
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101
(612) 227-9990

By: Gregory Walz, #183891
Attorney for Plaintiff
925 SoutÏ First Street
St. Cloud, MN 56302
(6Lz) ?.s3-3700

I
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STATE OF MINNESOTA

COUNTY OF STEARNS

DISTRICT COURT

SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

fohn Doe 104,
CCIMPLÄINT

Plaintiff,

vs Court File No

The Order of St. Benedict of the Roman
Catholic Church, a/}/a St. John's
Abbey and Father Richard Eckroth,

Defendants.

Plaintifl for his cause of action against de.fendants alleges that:

PARTIES

1. Plaintiff John Doe 10.A, whose identity is made known to defendanrs by sepamtre

cover letter, is an adult male resident of the State of lowa. Plaintiff John Doe 104 was a minor

resident of the state of Minnesota at the time of all sexuat abuse and sexual exploitation alleged

herein.

2. At ail times material, defendant Thê Order of St, Benedíct of the Roma¡ Catholic

Church, a/k/a St. John's Abbey (hereinafter norder"), a Roman Catholic religious order of

priests, was and conúnues to be a non-profit religious organization authorized to conduci

business and conduccing busíness in the State of Minnesota with its principle place of business

af Sl. John's Abbey, Collegeville, Minnesota.

3. At all times material, defendant Father Richa¡d Eckroth was a Roman Catholic

priest, educated by, ordained in and under the direct supervision, authority, employ and control

34834
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of defendant Order. On information and belief, defendant Father Richard Eckroth is currently

assigned to St. John's Abbey.

FACTS

4. Plaintiff John Doe 10'{ was mised in a devout Roman Cathotic'family, was

baptized, confirmed and regularly celebrated weekly mass and received the holy sacraments

through the Roman Catholic church, and particularly through St. Augustine's Church. In

addition to very active participation in St. Augustine's Church, John Doe 104 anended St.

Augustine's Parochial School. As a result, Plaintiff developed and maintained great admiration,

trust, reverence and respect for Roman catholic priests.

5. In approximately the summer of 197i or 1972, during the time that plaintiff John

Doe l0A was serving ¡S an altar boy at St. Augustine's Church, he spent a great deal of tíme

at St. Augustine's Church rectory. At the same time, defendant Father Richard Eckrottr, though

officially assigned to the Convent of St. Benedict, spent time in and around the rectory of St.

Augustine's Church and ultimaæly, as a result of his position as a respêcted and revered

Catholic priest, befriended the minor plaintiff and became a mentor and counselor to plaintiff

John Doe 104.

6. In approximately the summer of t971. or L972, defendant Father Richard Ectaoth

sexually abused plaintiff John Doe l0A, who was then merely seven or eight years old, on two

occasions. The sexual abuse occurred at a cabin located in northern Minnesota, which, on

information and belief, was owned and operated by the Order. Foltowing the sexual abuse,

defendant Father Richard Ëckoth threatened and coerced Plaintiff into secrecy by teliing

Plaintiff that he would kill Plaintiff if anyone ever found out about the sexual con¿act.

2
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7. On information and belief, defenda¡t Father Richard Eckroth engaged in a variety

of aber¡ant sexual behaviors with minor children in and around the St. Cloud area. Specifically,

defendant Father Richard Eckroth fondled the genitals of other minor males and had minor

females undress in front of him. Defendant Father Richard Eclcoth, using his iosition as a

trusted and respected parish priest, would befriend minor children of the parish by passing out

candy, inviting children swimming, and inviting children to a lake cabin in or around the St.

Cloud area on the preûext of church ¡etreats.

8. As a direct result of the sexual abuse and sexual exploitation, plaintiff John Doe

10.{ has suffered and continues to suffer severe emotional distress, embarrassment, loss of setf

esteem, humiliaúon and psychological injuries, and physical manifestations thereof, was

prevented and will continue !o be prevented frorn performing his normal daily activities and

obtaining lhe full enjoyment of life, has sustained loss of earnings and loss of earning capacity,

and has incurred and will conlinue to incu¡ expenses for medical arrd psychological treatment,

therapy and counselíng.

9. The sexual abuse of plaintiff John Doe 10,{ and the circumstances under which

it occurred caused Plaintiff to develop various coping mechanisms, including:denial and self-

blame, and subsequently symptoms of psychological distress, including great shame, hurniliation,

loss of self-esteem and depression. Because of the coping mechanisms and psychological distress

which resulúed, and the coercive nature of tlre threats made by defendant Father Richard

Eckrotlt, plaintiff John Doe 104 did not know, nor did he have reåson to know that he was a

victim of sexual abuse and suffered injury as a result of that abuse until within two years of

bringing this ciaim. Plaintiffs action is therefore timely pursuant to common law tolling

J
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provisions and Minn. Ståt. ç 541.073.

CO{.]NT I: DBFENDANT FATIIER RICHARD ECKROTTI. BATTEITY

Plaintifl for his f,rrst cause of ¿ction against defendant Father Richard Eckroth, alleges

as follows;

Plaintiff incorporaæs all paragraphs of this Complaint as if fully set forth under this

Count and furthe¡ alleges that:

10. In approximately the summer of t97t or 1972, defendant Father Richa¡d Eckroth

engaged in unperrnitted, harmful and offensive sexual contåct upon the person of the minor

plaintiff John Doe 104.

11. As a direct result of the sexuâl batter!, plaintiff John Doe 104 has suffered the

injuries and damages described herein.

COIJNT tr: DEFET'{DANT ORDBR - YICÀRIOUS LIÁ,BILITY

Plaintiff, for his first cause of action against defendant

Plaìntiff incorporates all paragraphs of this Complaint as if fully set forth under this

Count and further alleges that:

12. At all times material, defendant Father Richard Eckroth was employed by defendant

Order" Defendant Father Richard Eclaoth was under defenda¡t Order's direct supervision and

control when he commitæd the wrongful acts described herein. Defendant Father Richard

Eclaoth engagel in this conduct while in the course and scope of his employment with defendant

Order arid/or accomplished the sexual abuse by virtue of his job-created authority and therefore,

this Defendant is ljable for the negligent and wrongful conduct of defendant Father Richard

Eclcroth under the law of vicarious triability, including the doctrine of respondeat superior.

+
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COIJNT Itr: DEEENTDA.NT ORDER -
NITGLIGENT PLACEJ\{ENT AND/OR SUPERVISION

Ptaintiff for his second cause of action against defendant Order, alleges as follows:

Ptainriff incorporates ali paragraphs of this complaint as if fully set forth unde¡ this count

and further alleges that:

13. Defendant Order by and through its agents knew or should reasonabiy have known

of defendant Father Richard Eckroth's dangerous and exploitive propensities as a child sexual

abuser and/or an unfit agenf, and despite such knowledge, defendant Order negtigently placed

defendant Father Richard Eckroth in the position of trust and authority where he had access to

rninor children and was able to commit the wrongful acts against the plaintiff. Þefendant Order

failed to provide reasonable supervision of defendant Father Richa¡d Eckroth and failed to

provide adequate warning to Plai¡tiff and his family.

. 14. As a direct result of Defendant's negligent conduct, plaintiff John Þoe 104 has

suffered the injurias and damages described herein.

34834

5

OSB ECKROTH 00745



WHEREFORE,PlaintiffdemandsjudgementagainstDefendantsindividually,jointlyand

severally in an amount in excess of $50,000 plus costs, disbursements' reasonable attorneys fees'

interest, and relief the Court deerns just and equitable'

REINHARDT AND ANDERSON
Dated:

#2457

A. , f220462

(e

Attorneys for Plaintiff
E:1400 First Natl Bank Bldg'

332 Minnesota Street

St. Paui, Minnesota 55101

{612) 227-9994

Bv: Gregory Walz, #183891

Aitorney for Plaintiff
925 South First Street

St. Cloud, MN 56302

(612)2s3-37w

A.CI{NOWLEDGEMENT

The underSigned hereby acknowledges that costs, disbursements' and reasonable attorney

and witness fees may beawarded pursuant to Minn. stat' $549'21' subdivision 2' to theparty

against whom the allegations in this pleading are asserted'

T
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Attorneys at Law

E-I(X]O First National Bank Birilding
332 Minnesota Street, Saint Paul, Minnesota 55101

Office: 612/221-9990 Fax: 6n/297-6543

June 14, 1994

Jeffrey R. Andcrson*f
Mârk Rein]rardt**

Mark A. WcndoriÌ
'l'homas C. Racene

Joanne Jilik Mullen
Karen A. Kugler

Teresa K. PattontT

Sara Madsen

Harvey H. Eckan

D¿vid S. Burlcson

Bartrara J. Feft

Gavin S- lViJkinson

The Order of St. Benedict
Collegeville, Minnesoüa

Re: John Doe iOA vs. The Order of St. Benedict of the Roman Cattrolic Church, a/lc/a
St. John's Abbey, Diocese of St. Cloud, St. Augustine's Church in St. Cloud,
Minnesot¿ and Father Richard Eclcroth

To lVhom It May Concern:

Enclosed and personally served upon you please find the Summons and Complaint regarding
the above-referenced matter.

For your information, Plaintiff identified as John Doe l0A is

Very truly yours,

R

JRA:lrb
Enc.

lCertified as Civil TrialSpeciaüst 'Al.so adnritled in Wisconsin **Also ädlnjtlcd in \\àshington. D.C. rÍAlsç admirred in C¡ jifr¡¡nja ancl Colorado
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vs.

STATE OF MINNESOTA DISTRICT COURT

SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICTCOUNTY OF STEARNS

John Doe 104,
S{.I¡vlMONS

Plaintiff,

Court File No. _
The O¡der of St. Benedict of the Roman
Catholic Church, a/k/a St, John's
Abbey and Father Richard Eckroth,

Defendants-

THE STATE OF MINNESOTA TO TtfE ASOVE-NAMED DEFENDANT:

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to serve upon Plaintiffs attorney an

Answer to the Complaint which is herewith servod upon you within twenty (20) days after

service of this Summons upon you, exclusive of the day of service.

If you fail to do so, judgment by default will be taken against you for the relíef demanded

in the

Dated

Complaint.

REINHARDT AND ANDER.SON

7
Karen A. Kugler, #220É.62
Attorneys for Piaintiff
E-1400 First Natl Bank BIdg
332 Minnesota Street
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101
(612) 227-9990

By: Gregory Walz, #183891
Attomey for Plaintiff
925 South First Slreet
St. Cloud, MN 56302
(612) 2534704

34834
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STATE OF MINNESOTA

COUNTY OF STEARNS

DISTRICT COURT

SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

John Doe iOA,
COMPLAN.IT

Plaintiff,

vs. Court Fiie No.

The Order of St. Benedict of the Roman

Catholic Church, a/lcia St. John's
Abbey and Father Rich¿¡d Eck¡oth,

Defendants"

Pìaintiff, for his cause of aclion against defenda¡ts alleges that:

PARTIES

1. Plaintiff John Doe 104, whose identity is made ls¡own to defendants by separate

cover letter, is an adult maleresident of the State of lowa. Plaintiff John Doe l0A was a minor

resident of the state of Minnesota at the time of all sexual abuse and sexual exploitation alleged

herein.

2. At ail times material, defendant The Order of St. Benedict of the Roma¡r Catholic

Church, a/k/a St. John's Abbey (hereinafær "Ordern)n a Roman Catholic religious order of

priests, was and continues to be a non-profït religious organizalion authorized to conduct

business and conducling business in the State of Minnesota with its principle place of business

at St. John's Abbey, Collegeville, Minnesola.

3. At all times material, defenda:rt Father Richa¡d Eckroth was a Roman Catholic

priest, educated by, ordained in a¡d under tle dirert supervision, authority, employ and control

34834
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of defendant Order. On information and belief, defendaxt Father Richard Eck¡oth is currently

assigned to St. John's Abbey.

FACTS

4. Plaintiff John Doe l0A was raised in a devout Roman Catholic family, was

baptized, confirmed and regularly celebrated weekly mass and received the holy sacraments

through the Roman Catholic church, and particularly through St. Augustine's Church. In

addition t.,o very active participafion in St. Auguslrne's Church, John Doe l0A attended St.

Augustíne's Parochial School. As a result, Piaintiff developed ¿nd maintained great admira[ion,

trust, reverence and respect for Roman Catholic priests.

5. In approximately the summer of 1971 or 1972, during tJre time that plaintiff John

Doe 104 was serving as an altar boy at St. Augustine's Çhurch, he spent a great deal of tirne

at St. Augustine's Church rectory. At the same time, defendant Father Richa¡d Eckroth, though

officially assigned to the Convent of St. Benedict, spent time in and around the reÆtory of St.

Augustine's Church and ultimately, as a result of his position as a respecæd and revered

Catholic priest, befriended the minor plaintiff and became a mentor and counselor to Plainúff

John Doe 104.

6. In approximateiy the summer of 1971 or 1972, defendant Father Richard Eclaoth

sexualiy abused plaintiff John Doe 104, who was then merely seven or eight years old, on two

occasions. The sexual abuse occurred at a c¿bin located in northern Minnesota, which, on

informaúon and belief, was owned and operated by the Order. Following the sexuai abuse,

defendant Father Richa¡d Eckroth threatened and coerced Plaintiff into secrecy by telling

Plaintiff that he would kill Plaintiff if anyone ever found out about the sexual contact.

34834
.,
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7 . On information and belief, defendant Father Richard Eckroth engaged in a variety

of aberra¡lt sexual behaviors with minor children in and around the St. Cloud area. Specifically,

defendant Father Richa¡d Eckroth fondled the genitals of otÏer minor males and had minor

females undress in front of him, Defendant Father Richard Eckroth, using his posirion as a

trusted and respected parish priest, would befriend minor children of the parish by passing out

candy, inviting child¡en swimming, and inviting children to a lake cabin in or around the St"

Cloud areå on the pretext of church retreats.

8. As a direct result of the sexual abusc and sexual exploitation, plaintiff John Doe

104 has suffered and continues to suffer severe emotional distress, ernbarrassment, Ioss of self

esteem, humiliation and psychotogical injuries, and physical manifestations thereof, was

prevented and will eontinue to be prevented from performing his normal daily activities and

obtaining the full enjoyment of life, has sustained loss of earnings and loss of earning capacity,

and has incurred and will continue to incur expenses for medical and psychological treatment,

therapy and counseling.

9. The sexual abuse of plaintiff John Doe 104 and the circumstances under which

it occurred caused Plaintiff to develop v.arious coping mechanisms, including denial and self-

blame, and subsequently symptoms of psychological distress, including great shame, humiliation,

loss of self-esteem and depression. Because of the coping mechanisms and psychological distress

which resulted, a¡d the coercive nature of the threats made by defendant Fatier Richa¡d

Eckroth, plaintiff John Doe 104 did not know, nor did he have reason to know that he was a

victim of sexual abuse and suffered injury as a ¡esult of that abuse until within two years of

bringing rhis ciaim. Plaintiffs action is therefore timely pursuant to common Ia\¡/ tolling

3
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provisions and Minn. Stat. $ 541.4n.

COUNT I: DEFENDANT FATHE,R RICHA.RD ECKRCITTI - BATTER.Y

Plaintiff, for his first cause of action against defendant Fathe¡ Richard Eckroth, alleges

as follows:

Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this Complaint as if fully set forth under this

Count and further alleges that:

10. In approximately the summer of 1971 or 1972, defendant Father Richa¡d Eclaoth

engaged in unpermitted, harmful and offensive sexual æntact upon the person of the minor

plaintiff John Doe l0A.

I 1. As a direct result of the sexual battery, plaintiff John Doe 104 has suffered the

injuries and damages described herein.

COTINT II: DEFEIIÐANT ORDER. - YICARIOUS LIABILITY

Plaintiff, for his first cause of action against defendant Order, allegas as follows:

Ptaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this Complaint as if futly set forth under this

Count and further alleges that:

12. At all times material, defendant Father Richard Ebkroth was employed by defendant

Order. Defenda¡t Father Richa¡d Eclcroth was under defendant Order's direct supervision and

control when he committed the wrongful acts described herein. Defendant Father Richard

Eclsoth engzgeÅ in this conduct while in tlre course and scope of his employment with defendant

Order and/or accomplished the sexual abuse by virtue of his job-created authority and therefore,

this Defendant is liable for the negiigent and wrongful conduct of defendant Father Richard

Eckroth under the law of vicarious lìability, including the doct¡ine of respondeat superior.

34834
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COTINT Iil: DEFENDANT ORDBR .
NB,GLIGENT PLACEME.NT AND/OR SUPERVISION

Plaintiff for his second cause of action against defendant Order, alleges as follows:

Plaintiff inco{porates all paragraphs of this complaint as if fully set forth under this count

a¡d further alleges that:

13. Defendant Order by and through its agents knew or should reasonably lnve known

of defendant Fatåer Richard Eclroth's dangerous and exploitive propensiries as a child sexual

abuser and/or an unfit agent, and despiæ such lnowledge, defendant Order negligently placed

defendant Father Richard Ecicroth in the position of trust and authority where he had access to

minor children and was able to commit tle wrongful acts against the plaintiff. Defendant Order

failed to provide reasonable supervision of defendant Father Richa¡d Eck¡oth and failed to

provide adequate waming to Plaintiff a¡d his family.

14. As a direct result of Defendant's nelligent conduct, plaintiff John Doe 10,4 has

suffered the injuries and damages described herein.

34834
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VIHEREFORE, Plaintiff demands judgement against Defendants individually' jointly and

severally in an arnount in excess of$50,000 plus costs, disbursements' reasonable attorneys fees'

interest, and w relief the Coun deems just and equitable'

REINHARDT AND ANDERSON
Date<l:

#2057

A.K , #22M62
Atþrneys for Plaintiff
E-1400 First Natl Bank Bldg.

332 Minnesotâ Street

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101

(612) z2t-9990

Bv: Gregory T/alz, #i83891
Aitorney for Plaintiff
925 South First Street

St. Cloud, MN 563{2
(612) 253-3?00

ACKNOWLEDGEJ!{ENT

The undersigned hereby acknowledges that costs, disbursements, and reasonable attorrrey

a¡rd witness fees may be awarded pursuant to Minn. stat. $549.21, subdivision 2, to the party

against whom the a-ilegations in this pleading are asserted

R

J
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fif¡Wffi##üruþ'rfl #,frffi$ff tr
Attomeys at Law

81000 Fi¡st National Bank Building
332 Minnesota Street, Saint Paul, Minncsota 55101

Offtce: 612/227-9990 Fax: 6121297-6543

fune 14, 1994

Jeffrey R, Anderson*f
Mark Reinhardt**

Mark A. WendorF

Thomas C, Racette

Joanne Jirik Mullen
Karen A. Kugler
Teresa K, hnonTt
Sara Madsen

Harvey H, Eckart
David S. Bu¡leson

Barbara J. Felt

Gavin S. 'Wilkin.son

The Order of St. Benedict
Collegeville, Minnesota

Re; John Doe 108 vs. The Order of St. Benedict of the Rornan Catholic Church, a./k/a
St, John's Abbey, Diocese of St. Cloud, St. Augustine's Church in St. Cloud,
Minnesota and Father Richard Eckroth

To Whom It May Concern

Enclosed and personally served upon you please find the Summons and Complaint regarding
the above-referenced matter.

For your information, Plaintiff identified as John Doe l0B is

Very truly yours,

JRA:lrb
Enc.

tcenified as Civil Trial Specialist tAlso adnritled in Wisconsin *il,lso admitted in Washington, D.C. i1Âlso ¿dmi¡rcc ìn California and Colo¡aclo
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STATE OF MINNESOTA

COUNTY OF STEARNS

ÐISTRICT COURT

SEVENTH TUDICIAL DISTRICT

vs

John Doe 108,
Plaintiff, SLMMONS

Court File No.

The Order of St. Benedict of the Roman
Catholic Church, a/k/a St. John's
abbey, Diocese of Si. Cloud, St. Augustine's
Church in St. Cioud, Minnesota and
Father Richard Eclcroth,

Defendants

THE STATE OF MINNESOTA TO THE ABOVE-N.AMED DEFENDANT:

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to serve upon Plaintiffs attorney an

Answer to the Complaint which is herewith served upon you within t\¡/enty (20) days after

service of this Summons upon you, exclusive of the day of service.

If you fail to do so, judgment by default will be taken against you for the relief demanded

in the

Dated: RËINHARDT AND

#2057
, #22M62

Attorneys for Plaintiff
E-1400 First Natl Bank Bldg
332 Minnesota Street
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101
(612) 227-9990

By: Gregory Walz, #183891
Attomey for Plaintiff
925 South Fi¡st Street
St. Cloud, MN 56302
(6LZ) 253-3700

i
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STATE OF MINNESOTA

COUNTY OF STEARNS

DISTRICT COURT

SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

34845

John Doe 108,
COMPLAINT

Plaintiff,

vs. Court File No.

The Orde¡ of St. Benedict of the Roman
Cathoiic Church, a/lc/a St. John's
Äbbey, Diocese of St. Cloud, St. Augustine's
Church in St. Cloud, Minnesota and
Father Richard Eckroth,

Defendants.

Plaintiff, for his cause of action against defendarts alleges that:

PÁRTIES

1. Plaintiff John Doe 108, whose identity is made known to defendants by separate

cover letter, is an adult male ¡esident of the State of Minnesota and was a minor at the time of

ail sexual abuse and sexual exploitation alleged herein.

2. At all times materia-l, defendant The Order of St. Benedict of the Roma¡r Catholic

Church, aJWa St. John's Abbey (hereinafter "Ordern), a Roman Catholic religious order of

priests, was and continues to be a non-profrt religious organization authorized to conduct

business and conducting business in the State of Minnesota with its principle place of business

at St. John's Abbey, Collegeville, Minnesota.

3 At all times rnaterial, defendant Diocese of St. Cloud (hereinafter 'Diocese") was

and continues to be a Minnesota non-proflrt religious corporation under the Diocese of the Roma¡

1
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Catholic Church, whose principal place of business is located at 214 South Third Avenue, St-

Cioud, Minnesot¿.

4, At all times material, defendant St, Augustine's Church in St. Cioud, Minnesota

(hereinafter At. Augustine's Church), was and continues to be a Minnesota non-proirt religious

corporation, authorized to conduct business and conducting business at 443 2nd Street,

SÒuthe¿.st, St. Cloud, Minnesota. Defendant Augustine's Church, on information and beiief,

v/as, at all material times, and continues to be under the direct authority of defendant Diocese.

5. At all times material, defendant Father Richard Eclrotir was a Roman Cathotic

priest, educaæd by, ordained in and under the direct supervision, authoriry, employ and control

of defendant Order. Defendant Father Richard Eckroth, at all times maierial, was

contemporaneously under the ernploy and control of defendant Diocese of Sr. Ctoud and St.

Augustine's Church, St. Cloud, Minnesota. On information and belief, defenda¡t Father

Richard Eclcroth is currently assigned to St. John's Abbey-

FACTS

6. Plaintiff John Doe 108 was raised in a devout Roman Catholic family, was

baptized, confîrmed and regularly celebrated weekly mass aÍd received the holy sacraments

through the Roman Catholic church, and particularly through St. Augustine's Church,

Therefore, Plaintiff develo@ and maintained great admiration, trust, reverence and respect for

Roman Catholic priests.

7. In approximately 1973 or 1974, plaintiff John Doe 108 was an alta¡ boy at St.

Augusline's Church and a student at St. Augustine's Parochial School. At this time, defendant

Father Richard Eckroth was serving as an associate p¡iest at St. Augustine's Church, As a

34845
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result, Plaintiff came into frequent conlåct with defendant Father Richard Eclcroth through

church and school activities and Plaintiff developed great admiration, trust, reverence and

respect for Defendant Eckroth as his parislt priest, teacher, holy man and authority l-rgure.

8" In approximately 1973, defendant Father Richard Eckroth sexua-lly abused ptaintiff

John Doe iOB, who was then merely seven years old, on two occasions. The first instance of

sexua-l abuse occurred at a cabin near Bemidji, Minnesota, believed to be owned and operated

by the Order. Defendant Father Richa¡d Eckroth had taken a number of boys to the cabin,

including Plaintiff, for a St. Augustine's Church retreå,t, While at the cabin, Defendant Father

Richard Eckroth sodomized the minor plaintiff. The second instance of sexuel abuse, which

consisted of fondling and masturbation, occurred at the St. Augustine's rectory. Defendant

Father PJcha¡d Eclsoth thre¿tened and coerce,C piaintiff inio secr-ecy- ily æiiing Fiaintiff wo¡<is

to the effect of "Don't tell. If you do, you'il be dead.'

9. On inforniation and belief, defendant Father Richard Eckroth engaged in a variety

of aberrant sexual behaviors with minor children in the St. Cloud aiea. Specifically, defendant

Father Richard Eckroth fondled the genitals of other minor males and had minor females undress

in front of him. Defendant Father Richard Eclffoth, using his position as a trusted and respected

parish priest, would befriend rnino¡ children of the parish by passing out candy, inviting children

swimming, and inviting children to a lake cabin in or a¡ound the St. Cloud area on the pretext

of church retreats,

10. As a direct ¡esult of the sexual abuseand æxual exploitation, plaintiff John Doe

108 has suffered and continues to suffer severe emotional distress, embarrassmenl, loss of self

esteem, humiliation and psychological injuries, and physical manifestations tiereof, was

J
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prevented a¡d will continue to be prevented from performing his normal daily activities and

obtaining the full enjoyment of life, has sustained loss of earnings and loss of earning capacity,

and has incurred and will contjnue to incur expenses for medical and psychological treåtment,

therapy and cnunseling.

11. The sexual abuse of plaintiff John Doe 108 and the circumstances under which

it occurred caused Plaintiff to develop various coping mechanisms, including denial and self-

blame, and subsequentty syrnptoms of psychological distress, including greât shame, humiliation,

loss of self-esteem and depression. Because of the coping mechanisms and psychological dist¡ess

which resulted, and the coercive nature of the threats made by defendant Father Richard

Ec}roth, plaintiff John Doe l0B did not know, nor did he have reason to know that he was a

victim of sexual abuse and suffered injury as a result of that abuse until within two years of

bringing this ciaim. Plaintiffls action is therefore timely pursuant to common law tolling

provisions and Minn. Stat. $ 541.073.

CO{/NT I: DEFENDANT FAîTTER RICHARD E,CKROTÏT - BÀîTERY

Plaintiff, for his first cause of action against defendant Father Richard Eclcroth, alleges

as follows:

Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this Complaint as if fully set forth under this

Count and further alleges that:

12. In approxirnately 1973, defendant Father Ríchard Ëckroth engaged in unpermitted,

harmful and offensive sexual contåct upon the person of the minor plaintiff John Doe 108,

13, As a direct ¡esult of the sexual battery, plaintiff John Doe iOB has suffered the

injuries and damages described herein.

34845
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COLINT fI: DEFEÌrrDANT ORDBR - YICARIOUS LIABiLITY

Plaintiff, for his first cause of action against defendant Order, alleges as follows:

Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this Complaint as if fully set forth under this

Count and further alleges that:

14. At all tjmes rnateria-I, defendant Father Richard Eckroth was employed by defendant

Order. Defendant Father Richa¡d Eckroth was under defendant O¡der's direct supewision and

controi when he committe<Í the wrongf'ul acts described herein. Defendant Father Richard

Eclroth engaged in this conduct while in the course and scope of his employment with defendant

Order and/or accomplished the sexual abuse by virtue of his job-created authority and therefore,

this Defendant is liable for the negligent and wrongful conduct of defendant Father Richard

Eclaoth under the law of vica¡ious iiability, including the doctrine of respondeat superior.

COLTNT ntr: DEFEI.{DANT ORDER -
NEGLIGÐ}{T PLACEMET\IT AND/OR SUPERVISION

Plaintiff for his second cause of action against defendant Order, alleges as follows:

Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this complaint as if fully set forth under this count

and further alleges that:

i5" Defendant Order by and tlrrough its agents knew or should reasonably have known

of defendant Father Richa¡d Eckroth's dangerous and exploitive propensities as a child sexual

abuser and/or an unfit agent, and despite such lfloyiledge, defendant Order altowed defendant

Father Richard Eclroth to be negligently placed in the position of trusr and authority as a parish

priest where he had access to minor children and was able to commit the wrongful acts against

the pla-intiff. Defendant Order failed to provide reasonable supervision of defendant Father

5
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Richa¡d Eckroth and failed to provide adequate waming to Plainriff and his family.

16. As a direct result of Defendant's negligent conduct, plaintiff John Doe l0B has

suffered the injuries and damages described herein.

COTINT IY: DEFEI.{DANT DIOCESE - YICARIOUS LIABILffY

Plaintiff, for his first cause of action against defendant Diocese, alleges as follows:

Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this Complaint as if fuily set forth under thís

Count and further alleges that:

17. At all times material, defendant Father Richard Eckroth was contemporarreously

employed by defendant Diocese, receiving the permission of the Bishop of the Diocese of St.

Cioud to serve as a parish priest at St. Augustine's Church. Defendant Father Richa¡d Ëckroth

was under defendant Diocese's direct supervision and control when he committed the wrongful

acts described herein. defendant Father Richard Echoth engaged in this conduct while in the

course and scope of his employment with defendant Diocese and/or accomptished the sexual

abuse by virtue of hís job-created authority and therefore, this Defendant is liable for the

negligent and wrongful conduct of defendant Father Ríchard Eclaoth under the law of vicarious

liability, inciuding the doctrine of respondeat superior:

6
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COUNT V; DEFENDANT DIOCESE -
NEGLIGENT PL.A.CEMBNT Ä.ND/OR SUPERVISION

Plaintiff for his second cause of action against defendant Diocese, alleges as follows:

Plaintiff incotporates ali paragraphs of this cornplaint as if fully set forth under this count

a¡d further alleges that:

18. Defendant Diocese by and through its agents knew or should reasonably have known

of defendant Father Richard Eckroth's dangerous and exploitive propensities as â child sexuai

abuser andlor an unfit agent, and despite such knowledge, defendant Diocese negiigentiy placed

defendant Father Richard Eclaoth in the position of trust and authority as a parish priest where

he had access to minor children and was able to commit the wrongful acts against the plaintiff.

Defendant Diocese failed to provide reasonable supervision of defendant Father Richard Eckroth

and failed to provide adequaûe warning to Plaindff and his family.

19. As a direct ¡esull of Defendant's negligent conduct, plaintiff John Doe 108 has

suffered the injuries and damagas descrited herein.

COIINT VI| DEFEI{DANT ST. Á.UGUSTINE'S CHURCH -
YICARIOUS LIABILITY

Plaintiff, for his first cause of actiol against defendant St. Augustine's Church, alleges

as follows:

Plaintiff incorporates all paragraphs of this Complaint as if fully set forth under this

Count and further alleges that:

20. At all times material, defendant Father Richa¡d Eckroth was çonlemporaneously

employed as a parish priest by defendant St. Augustine's Church. Defendanr Father Richard

Eckroth was under defendant St. Augustine's Church direct supervision and control when he

4845
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committed tie wrongful acts described herein. Defendant Father Richard Eckroti engaged in

thís conduct while in the course and scope of his employment with defendant St. Augustine's

Church a¡d/or accomplished the sexual abuse by virtue of his job-created authority and

therefore, this Defendant is liable for the negligent and wrongful conduct of defendant Father

Richard Eclcroth under the law of vicarious liabiliry, including the doctrine of respondeat

superior.

CCItiNT VII: DBtr'EI.{DANT ST. AUGUSTINE'S CH{-IRCH "
NEGLIGENT PLA CEJ\i[E.¡{T AND/OR SUPERVISION

Plaintiff for his second cause of action against defendant St. Augustine's Church, alleges

as follows:

Ptaintiff incoqporates ali paragraphs of this complaint as if futly set forth under this count

and further alieges that:

21. Defendant St. A'ugustine's Church by and through its agents knew or should

reasonably have known of defendant Father Richard Eckroth's dangerous and exploitive

propensities as a child sexuai abuser and/or an unfit agent, and despiæ such knowledge,

defendant St. Augustine's Church negligently allowed defendant Father Richard Eckroth to be

placed'in the position of trust and authority as a parish priest where he had access to mínor

children and was able to commit the wrongful acts against the plaintiff. Defendant St.

Augustíne's Church failed to provide reasonable supervisioh of defendant Father Richard Eckroth

and failed to provide adequate warning to ptaintiff and his family.

22. As a direct result of Defendant's negligent conduct, plaintiff John Doe tgB has

suffered the injuries and darnages described he¡ein.

8

OSB ECKROTH 00764



WHERËFORE, Plainriff demandsjudgementagainst Defendants individually, jointly and

severally in an amount in excess of $50,000 plus costs, disbursements, reasonable attorneys fees,

interest, and whatever other relief the Court deems just and equitable.

Daüed: REINHARDT AND ANDERSON

r2()i1
A. , #22M62

Attorneys for Plaintiff
E-i400 First Natl Bank Bldg
332 Minnesota Street
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101

{612) 227-9990

By: Gregory Walz, #183891
Attorney for Plaintiff
925 South First Street
St. Cloud, MN 56302
(612) 2s3-3700

ACKNOTilLBDGEÙIENT

The undersigned hereby acknowledges that costs, disbursements, and reasonable attorney

and wilness fees may be awarded pursuant to Minn- Stat. $549.21, subdivision2, ta theparty

against whom the allegations in this pleading

i4845
q
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Tüiffi 3A
FÏiday,Ime l7,lg94

More sex abuse suits
filed against abbey
I¿wsuít alleges abuse
of two youngboys

By John Welsh
TIMES STAFF WRITEFT

Two more lawsuits have been filed
against St. John\ Abbry, bringiry to 10
the number of lawstio aleging sexud
ab,r¡seof brysorrou¡tgmen þmembers
of the monaste¡y.

I'he lawsuiti filed this week in
Stêarns Cou¡rty Disuict Coun accuse
tle Rev Richard Eckroth of abusing
tÌ{o young boys ages 7 or 8 at St'
Augustine! Church in St. Cloud about
20 years ago.

Eckroth had been assigned by the
abbey as associate pasto¡ at the
church, Most recently he had been
assigned to St. John's nission in the
Bahanas.

Whar the all4atiøtss¡rface{ Ìewæ
brought horne þ Abbot ltnothy Kelly
and rinde¡went peircf¡dogfrål et/eluåtion,
saidthe Rer¡. Daniel Du¡k¡¡t, üte abbqÈ
spokesman, He currently lives at the
nonasterJ¡

According æ the lawsuits, the abuse
took place at tle rectory and at a cabin
owned by tìe abbey. Ecla¡tl¡ ùueaæned
at úre ¡jme that he $¡utd kiü d¡e bqË if
they reported the abuse, the lawsuits
said.

The victirns' anorney, Jeff Ándersoq
said Eckroth used his position to
tptriend child¡en þ passing out candy,
inviting ùil&en sw¡m¡ing and inviciltg
them to the lale cabin.

Both victims have suffered severe
emodonal disuess becare of the abuse,
the lcwsuit said. According to.{ndersor¡
one of the victims vas an altar boy who
had two yomger brothers who were

I We want to reaffirm or
pledge to respond to
alfegations of this
manneræ quicl{$/as
we can, ourfirst
corìcern is to offercare
and counselino to the
victim.l

Tha Rev. Danlel Durten
ST. JOHN'S Aå8EY SPOKESMÄN

abused by another St. Augustine's
priesg the Rev. Coguas Dahlheimer. A
suit against Dahlheimer, who also
seryed in the parish in ùe early 1970s,
was filed in Stearns County earlier t}is
l€ar.

Since 1990, six priests and two reli-
gior¡s bmùcrs have bee¡r am¡sed of se¡<.

ual abuse in the 10 lawsuils filed. Four
sr¡ib have been setded out of <¡r¡:t, ¡ryo
have been tÌ¡own out because ofsr¡h¡te
of li¡ñitations and fou¡ cases are still
pending.

"We are saddened by the allega-
tionsi said Durket¡, "'l{e wa¡rt to ¡eaf-
firm our pledge to.rcspond ro allega-
tions of this manner as quickly as we
can. Our first concern is to offer care
and counseling to the victim."

In the last par, Sc Johnt has taken a
Ieadersirip position in combaaing dergr
abrc.

It has established the Sexual Trauma
Ir¡stitute a¡d later ¡his summer wil host
a national suppon meeting for sr:wirors
of dergr abuse,
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JU¡IE 17,1994

STATEMENT TO BE READ AT ALL MASSES
AT SAINT AUGUSTINE'S CHURCH, ST. CLOUD, JUNE 18 AND 19

The Friday St. Cloud Times reported civil lawsuits of sexual abuse which have been filed against

Father Cosmas Dahlheimer and Father Richard Eckroth. The lawsuits concern accusations of
sexual abuse against minors who were St. Augustine parishioners in the early 1970s when the
alleged incidents occurred. Frs. Richard and Cosmas are former-St. Augustine's associate pastors.

When the allegations of abuse were made known to the superior of Saint John's Abbey, he
immediately implemented the Abbey's policy regarding such accusations. The superior offercd
counseling to the vlctims who are now adults and to their families. Father Cosmas, age 85, has

been retired in the health center at Saint John's for five years. Because of his frail physical and

mental health, he is confined to the health center. Fathe¡ Richard, age 67, also lives in the
monastery. He has received psychological evaluation.

During the last several yeârs, Saint John's Abbey has undertaken a number of initiatives to
intervene immediately when sexual abuse charges are made, to care for a victim's needs to help
achieve healing, to deal quickly and responsibly with perpetrators and to take every step possible

to prevent sexual abuse. Saint John's has announced the availability of victim's advocaûes to care

for the needs of victims.

TMay Saint John's Abbey reåsserts its pledge to respond immediately when an accusation is made

against a member of the monastic comrnunity. Sexual abuse and exploitation are unquestionabty
deplorable.

The SaintJohn's monastic community wants parishioners of St. Augustine's parish to know of its
deep concern for the pain sexual abuse causes victims, their families and parishioners. To provide

ân opportuility to deal with the anger, pain and loss which many of you are feeling, there will be a

meeting for parishioners only on V/ednesday, June 22, at 7:30p.m. in the parish hall. Abbot
Timothy Kelly of Saint John's Abbey and Father Daniel Taufen witl be present to answer
questions, respond to concerns a¡d to pray with the parish for a1l those involved in this regrettable

matter.

Please support one another and pray for God's blessing and peace.
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COLLEGEVILLE, MN (June 17, L994) -- Civil lawsuits of sexual abuse have been frled against

Father Cosmas Dahlheimer, O.S.B., and Father Richard Eckroth, O.S.B., both of Saint John's

Abbey. The lawsuits concern allegations of sexual abuse of male minors who are now adults

during the 1970s.

V/hen the allegations of abuse were made known to the superior of Saint John's Abbey, he

immediately impiemented the abbey's policy regarding such allegations. Abbot Timothy Kelty

offered to make counseling available to the alleged victims and their family members,

Father Dahlheimer, age 85, has been retired in the monastery's health center at Saint John's for

five years. Because of his frail physical and mental health, he is confined to the health center.

Father Eckroth, a.ge 67, has received psychological evaluation and currently lives in the

monastery.

The Saint John's monastic community is saddened by these allegations and reaffrms its pledge to

respond immediately when any such accusation is made against a member of the abbey. Abbot

Timothy said, "The first concern of the rnonastic community is to offer care and counseling for

victims. Because sexual abuse and exploitation are unquestionably deplorable, this community will
cofltínue to follow every detail of its 1989 policy in these matters. "
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t{81.{ORÀNDUll

:fo:

rRoll:

RE:

DA'TE:

Fatber Rene ìlccraYr o.S.B.

Àbbot Tipothy Kelly, o.s.B.

visit by

June 22, 1994
' vísited ne this afternoon at 3300 o'clock. fn l-975 he

and a group of others from Albany, MN Yent to the swenson lake
cabin ditf¡-fattrer Richard. His menories of it are only good. .He
was about L5 years old at the tine. He considers his contact with
Fathers Richãrd, GermaÍn, and Blaiee as beíng reagons ¡ê is a
Catholíc today. He tatked about the sauna. le nqY be soneone that
the lawyers nlght want to intervie¡¡ and he l-s wil1ing. Nane and
address follow:

OSB EGKROTH_OO268



ATTORN EY-CLI EN TMORK PRODUCT

OSB EGKROTH_OO269



ATTORN EY-GLIENTMORK PRODUCT

OSB ECKROTH OO27O



JOHN 8. cÁ"gT0R'
]8ROME R, KLUKAS
RICHARÞ S. SCHERER
AR,LÊN R. LOORÉN

cAsToR, KLUK.AS, SCIIERER & LOGREN
CHARTF.REX)

ATTORNBYS ÂT LAW
ISOO RAND T{}WTIR

5rt MÂ¡QU ETTS AVÊI{UB SOUTH
MINNP.APOLIS, MN $Tæ

(612) JX&8ô¡3
Får (612) 33&?5OA

June 24, 1994

MART( J. PADCETT

r IJo 
^DMITIÉÐ 

¡N wrscofiüilt

REIN}IÀRDT & ÀNDERSON
E-14oo r'iret Natlona1 Bank Buildlng
332 Hinnesota Street
St, Þaul, MN 55101

lfI.à IACBIXII¡E
297-6543

Àttentionf ,feffrrêy R. Anderson

Re John DÖe toÀ v. The Order of
St. Benedlct, et aL.
John Doe l0B v. The Order of
st. Benedict, et al.
Our Flle Noe.: 860? s 8603

Dear .lilr. Ànderson'.

the purpose of this letter ls to requeet thaÈ you
inmediately voluntaríty amend the cornplalnts in theÈe actj.ons to
ali¡ninate the references to sexual abuse, assâult, exploitation
and inproprÍetleg ínvorving minör children other than- your two
clientE. Speclf,lcally, f an referríng.to ¡raragräph ? Irt tne

Complaint ånd pðrågraph 9 of the 'Conpialnt.

rt appears to ne that thoee allegations äre irrelevant and
Imnaterial to the clalïrs you have aeeerted on behalf of your
cliente. The nattera aaserted are putentry ecandalous. -Írhose
and the othar allegatlong flled with the Cortrt and publiclzed
through Èhe nedla danage the good naneË. reputallonã and
intereste of all of the defsndants and thoea of st. Jahnrs and['r. Eckroth, ln particular. rn addítlen to thoee areas of har¡n,the allegatlon that there have been numeroue other lncidents of
criminar eexual misconduot attributable to st. Johnra involvl"ngunidentlfíed ìocat boya and girts wlll advsreoly affect st.
Jghnrs right to trlal by a fair and Ínparttåt Jury, yçu traveIlterally cauced every parent, grandparent and other concerned
perFons 1n the st. cloud area 'Èo r.¡onder if ro¡ncono croee to them
has been vfctiuízed- unresa you a.nd r can work out some t1rye of
¡ûutually acceptable correctlve actLon, it r¡11-r be neçessarir for
me to proceed fornally to request that th,c l¡nnaterial allegations
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RETNHARDT & ÀNDERSON
June 24, L994
Page 2

be strfc]çcn ¡nd f,or sanctlona avallahle under Ru]ô tr and
H.S. s54e.21.

Further, assunl.ng Lhat the attached st..çJ,alrd' jllmsg
ne$sÞap€r articles are accurate, lt appoara t'hat you pêraonally
\rrere fñvotvetl ln gancratlng the publlci-ty, lnc1udJ'ng thê
atleqatlonE of the extetençe of other u¡identlfled vlctlns,
anoni othèr thlngs, I rof€r you to Rulq 3.6 of the Rules of
profÃaelonaf Conduct whlch prohlblt the dicaelûlnatlon of
extraJudlcl.al statements that the lauyËr knowt or reasonably
snculã havo knor¿n thst there ia a subetantlal lfketlhoad of
naterlâlly prejudicing a pênd1nE proceeding. t{hile thê Minnesota
RuIe speë-i:.flcally refers only to srlninal proccedÍngsr rny
underslanding is that the ABA model role elther recently adopted
or still undilr correideration extends it, to clvil proceedings. fn
any event, ttrê sane concept of unfair preJudice applies-

Becausa of the tlure lirnitations fÕr þringlng a rrotion to
etrilce, I asl< that you glve these mattars your lmnedlate
attention, In aaditlon to the allegations relatLng to theee
cages, the June 17th St,. CIo\¡d_llneg artLcle reports that tr,¡o
Iawsuits ínvolving St. John's rnonks had been settled' ¡ry
understanding of the settLenent agreenents made la that the
settlements were confidential and that disclosuÌe of the fact of
eettlenant was precluded by the agreen€nts entêr€d' I'hope that
you ner6 not the infor¡natÍon soutrco f,or the tally, as _the -ãisclosure certainly rnakes it more dffficult to conelder future
settlemente, suCh as tbose made on a coet of def,enEe basls where
the clainrt ätre highly queetionaþfs añd susceptJ-b1e to dismlssal,
Ín any event

Reallzlng your role fe that of an advocate, r am not
suggeÉtlnÇ that you hold back;.rne:rely that you conf,lno your
aavócacy io the courtroorn aetting where relevant evldence and not
nere asáusatione are subnLtted to the Jury for lts daterninatlon
of tha truth. I rrriIl be startLng a weekre vacatlon on July l and
reguest that. you rsspond by the mornlng ôf June 30th lf you
beiieve that i:he situation can and should ba rrctlfled wlthout
the neceeslty of a rnotion.

Yours vory Èruly,

tltl^t*-
Jerofte R. Klukas

JRK: Kn
Encloaures

cç: Robnrt T. 8tich, Eãq'
John D. QuLnllvan, Esq.
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îSAINT JOHN'S ABBEY

þox zors

COLLECEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321 -2015

OFF¡CE OF THE ABBOT

Çif "$

septeeber 28, t994

Dear

Father ¡r:lchael Naug'htou approached ¡ne ãqme tiue ago with
word that you had eome complalnts ¡hout a nonher of ehís
comnunity thaÈ go back quite a few years. f asked Fatb'er
lrfichael to Lnvlte you to cone ard aee oe an'd rapeat€d
thle requeat to bim ¡ore thâñ ôûce.

I think it is wery iryortant, Èhat you neet with ¡ne and
provl,de ¡ae wLth the detaj.lÉ .nd specifica of your belief
tbaÈ Fatber Richard Eckroth has in tbe påst engaged ín

. aexual abuae and poeai.bly other cr:lminal mígconduct. Àe
thirgs presenÈly sta¡d, I .- aware that you have Èold
Father trÍl,chael of your bellefs or' co¡cluslone regarding
Father Rlcbard' buÈ thaË you hawe aleo decli¿ed Dy
requeet to providg Èhe details or epoc.dfica ao thaÈ I ca.Ir
hawe nore or bett.er informaÈio¡¡ uporr vhich Èo decide wbat
Èo do. If you hawe a complainÈ or accuaatíon, f agrain
aek Lhat you conüruIrlcate ít go me imediately Bo that l
can futf:tLl ny obligation t'o invegbígate âñ¿ take tsÌre
approprfate actLoa.

You have lr!¡ aasurelÊcs that you will noÈ be errbjecÈed' to
retal:latioa if you coe forsard wíÈh tbe info¡aat:lo! I
hawe requeaÈed. and need. You are also aasured bl¡at I
wL1l teke imed.laÈe aad approprlaÈe action. I o't
abÈachiag for your info¡:nation Èhe Àbbeyr e Policy aeÈting
forbh wbat I îñ reçlulred to do and what I still do in Èhe
ewebt an allegat,ioa le ¡ade.

sir¡cerely :[a ChrÍet,

Àbbot T:lmothy Re11y, O-S.B

TK/kr

M¡'

pHoNE 612 363-2s14 

-FAX 

6,t2 363-3082
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ÀbboÈ's Office

Meetíng Noteg:
, irfld Àbbot

lr

TimoÈhy Kelly
4 October L994

I'n here beeauee Èhe Àbbot, sent me a letËer on Ehe 28th
abouÈ the Eckroth eltuatLon.

becauge
anYthíng

ìmployee at The Líturgical Prege): f¡m here
r.ve lreard thls Etory a 1oË from I have no proof of

: I related thê story to ln a confessional-
way and f coul-dn't live wi¿h Lt any more. Tnere waa a boy, [na¡ne
uncertainl. His moÈher called and urade a charge againet Finian
McDonald. and r talked âbout it. we carie to eee t'he Ãbbot in
19S3.

I began to put a caae together in 1978 ínvolving Èhe Eâuna and rry
Èwo younge8E daughtêr8.

[Na.ure uncerËainl was agsaulted Þy Fiaian McDona1d. The man wae
worhing ior'ue aÊ the Lit Press and he quit becauee of ít. IIe
dl-dnrt ever¡ want the job ll.sted on hig enployritent ¡ecórd"

I told Àbbot Tbel-een thaE I war¡têd to confro¿t Rlchard Eckroth ab
Ehat points with bhe allegatíone about trry son and I oÈl¡er children
ln the sauna at Redlake.

lly brother, tùas.with me when f ûet wiÈh Abbot Jerome. I asked
ÀbboÈ.¡Jerome to re¡¡¡ove hl¡ from híe assigm.ne¡it in the Bal¡amas.

Si¡rea È}-8,t eí$e X deweloped a IíeE of 19 chtldren, nort 21r includJ'ng
the boye. The 23rd child I canrC state hle n.ne. He wag 12
yeare old. Eckroth encouraged bim to be naked. Richard agked. them
co fondle hi¡.

Of aIl the kids on thj,g ligt, 10 have g'one to atate hospitale, 5

trave cou¡ritbed sulcide, and 2 have atÈeePÈêd euicide. Trdo died in
autso acc:Ldents beforê the age of 20.

lly reÉporrËe Eo your lettirr.as' I dídntÈ EêÈ any eleep. I tsalked
t,o a couple in SainÈ Joe who helped me to put na.aee witsh families.

dleff A-uderson agked that I get the ÌleE tsogether.
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I wefrt tso ¡rea bécarrno in l,lay of 1992 È yoüfrg boy,
Hia fabher rrorked aÈ the

On leavlng Ètre waks I broughÈ a rose for ny daughÈer and gave iÈ to
her. There were flowere all ower and f beÈ t'hat kid Eever got a
roae in hla whole 1ífe. lly daugbt,er began Èo wêèÞ and ehe eaid he
waa a eauna boy.

It wasnrt ur¡tíl Àugn¡st whan f went to a cor¡cr€be Plant to get aome
bl.oche. I urenÈdoned name. The gnry there Éald he
worked rrílh Ì¡íe son. I gaid, ñaybe he had eomething he couldn't
live with. f wanr +^ see a¡ld I showed hj.m soue píctures of
Eckroth and the chiLdren.

said ÈhiE wae the prime suspect Ln the deat'h of the two
gj-rl-a. Tl.e oan who dLd the ínveetigation waa dead and trig ¡¡otes are
uriøeing.

r saw a doctor (peychlaÈrigt) ln 1978. I Èo1d hiu of tay anger ttrat
is eo raw ÈhaÈ f can ÈaeÈe the blood in the back of my mouth.

The psychiatríet I tatked with eaid he Eegted the people here in the
abbeir j unlcra , candida'-ea ' Bet'u¡ee.r Èhe 2nd and 4 th or 5 -uir

eession he asked who it, wag and I Eaid Ríchard Eckroth.
( ÈoLd hie moÈher "8e maËÉaged me all over, iacluding ny
per¡is.n Since that lime all' wlll eay is, trNoÈhing happened.
f dontt wanÈ'to talk about it,"'

I got hiatory from whe¡a he rvae in Second West 4t Saint Cloud
hospitat. Noees frour St.eichen....'

They felb tshe Ékeletons In our fanily closet were uoo roany t,o be
expoaed. f think Èbie ig Saínt itoh.r¡'s ,Ja.ûes Porter. The only
difference being, not. all tbe peoþIe are living a:ry more- But thoae
cllLLdrenre liveã have baen t'raahed.

I don.'b tshínk lty aon hae had a good momênt eince he was 12 yeare
old. In ny wífeta caee I foughÈ the ataÈê'e diagrroøIe a1l Ehe
way.. - .

hae been :in aix hospitale-
ny wífe s:Lnce 1978.
have been conaÈantly accuged.
begi-¡ing to change.

Th{¡ hae bean a terr:Lb1e burden on
!Íê

Now I thínk Èhe etaÈe hospJ'tal ie

f gave doctor the Àu$¡Bt arÈicLe about Richard Eckroth- I
would ¡ever conlrenË, on CoanaË. I totd Àrrdersori f would flght' for
Tarlton. I would not reco end auy child to Steicher¡, à¡rdert, or
Jaao¡1.

2
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l d'LdDrE wa¡t Stelcbe¡ Ln charge of aay cbild, aud ÀnderÈ lege so.
But I see theee peoplc gettingr awardg.

I oall.ad the people from Saint ifoeeph. lbeyrre golngr to help me
ploÈ out the childrau. Irm gol,ng bo ower-Iay that rLÈb ¡ liat of
the Euicides, Èhen ovcr-lay that wíÈh the children wbo wêht to drrrgf
u6e.

I tu::red my owfi son rnd 40 other¡ ln Èo the c¡ime bureau for uelag
druga. O¡e of tshe lorikB te¿ê a uEclr -- a protegee of Theigen.

À¡EOT TIMOIIIY: Can you flnd that' na.me for ¡ne?

- ¡v€ carrlcd Ehlp r-t L6 L/2 yearê. Itve had a wlfe i::
Èhe boepLtal for 30 yearE. ie etable noxt, on u€dícatíon, but
unemploycd a¡¡d dlsablêd. $le knoút that eE a chiLd thLngË bappened.
Ha dra.ak ¿r can of pop giveu to hÍD by little Then
anothêr. Tl¡en gomeone ehouted, 'Whag have vou donel" Ito wa's in a
coms from Friday !o Suaday. I knoÍt Èhat tras a drug ueer, a
pustrer. l'11 b€ able to detail others t'ha! had at'agheg.

We brought in gomeone, but the eËaeheg had all been re¡owed go Èhere
wouldnrt be a drug buet !s anhg¡¡¿es tha cozrnuniÈy.

Back ln 1978
I began to plece Ehinga togêther

L/3 of. cr¡b ecout Èroop ie dead or in t'he boepJ.tal . Everyone
of Èheo Èhought Ricbard EakroËh wae a strênge na¡r.

The girle haá¡ ¡ ts developed breaets yeÈ. wf{tes, nt ¡g¡etÈ¿¡ þþg
sauna wbere Ìre Èook ne' He encouragred ue Eo geÈ naked. À11 Ì¡e wore
was gwíming Èru:rka, or a Èíght Brtiluring suít or a fig leaf . r
The Broperty wae at the cabln.

He took Èhe kidE upaÈa:tre eo g'eÈ chanEed for a coEÈuDe l)artlz. IIe
tsoucl¡ed o¡re of Ðy dåughÈars betweèn her legs. Ib.en she lfate
oËhers.

I was going to cone a,¡d ¡ec you wj.th I Èhink
that ff uy brotber hådnre beeu wleh Í¡e wãen r eâolê Lq Èalk arlth
Jerone Tl¡elaea, he rmr¡Id have had ao recoLlection of our Eeetlng.
r agked for a confroittatl-ou wlth Eckroth, I told htm al¡out Flnlau
McDonald. I wanÈed hir away fron Ë,he universÍty. iluat a few weeke
laÈer it was anaor¡aced thaÈ ha waa being prouoÈed to coordiaator of
Èhe Fresb[en.

than at tha eecorrd Biehoote meeÈing I Lalked siÈh I ia
vtaibly díamayed. They broughÈ

cl¡€ B.lÉ¡hop over Èo Ìreår. I¡argre ¡e¡low, eulaÈto color to hfu. That
wa6 at Èhe gecond biahoprã úeeÈ,lng, about 1983' IÈ was after the
meeÈí¡¡gr wLth Aheieen. I wag teally upeet Èo E€ê FLnlan elewated and
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.:.åìv:a::a.-^: .-_t*.::-ilrtÉë-:i¡: - _ -":.. 
--'-"'

puè L¡rto direcÈ corrtacb with the FreabÐên.

So bealdee hawing a g.Lck wlfe a¡d Bon... ' I ae¡t' a coPy of the
Abbot'e (åbbot Tlmo¿hy'e) letÈer to uy kide- 'ns'^ dâughÈers told Eè
not to see ct¡e Àbbot without an âr'Þ.t¡ey. eald herd go v:lth
me. I didûrÈ know about Èh€ ->eop1e oxcspE Èhrough hlE wlfe.

wl]-l not eurwlve the trial. Ee hae a bad hearÈ. Eia
wl.fe iÉ as bad as he is.

I rya¡rÈ RLcb.ard Èo Èakê a 1ie deeêctsor CesÈ' I donrt, wa[u Èo kill
hlm, f waat to look hlm ín Ëhe eyes aad confroat bim. Ee trlggered
ln the liveg of theee chll.dren acbiw{ tfo-s tbâÈ ehculC act hEve
happened and híe acÈivit:lea have cut ao daep.

f Èold rry f,alher in 19?9 thaÈ I had a list of 9 ktds. He died Juet
daya later.

I confesEed its tso
heart aÈtack.

once and thê nêxt day he bad a

r think thie grry has taken the good works of SalnE itohnrs .'..

Yourre tl¡e fourth åbbot I net. If betng over-identffled wlth SaínÈ
dlohnre ls a negaÈ:Lve.... Stelchen. I could dig hlu up.aud put a
etake through hie hearÈ..

ABBOT TIMOrIIY¡ You h¿ven't told me what you had agaínêt ste:tchen.

believE he told the cor¡¡sellor8 thet
chlldren. He would¡'t leÈ the chaplain, Fathêr Si-¡eon Thole,
coûÈact the parenta and tell them that their kids were involved çith
druge -

fbe guy ¡rbo told ¡i¡e tbat r¡y Eon wae puahing druga' hia co¡rtract'
wasn¡t renewed --

frd JuEÈ aa aoon end thig aow.

The rid not ehtnk I should gíve thLe...-

In ?8 I wa¡ted èo gêt a T\I reporter bo check tbíe ouE. I euggested
it to tbeia yaaterday.

rrm riåltlãg for iaeErucuionÊ from,feff Ànderson, dleff said that
wouJ.d have Èo bríng chargee. With Ehe daughtera' sítuatioas, the
ataÈute of li-ul,tat:lo¡g had ru¡ out.
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My thought 1s, I sanÈ. Èhe t.o win. fhe childrcn, thêrê
were Ètr¡eaÈe. ÀnoÈher fanlly had Èb¡eata agralnst ít. I thính I can
and my EonrE paranoíd achiuophrenia by brlagJ.ag him Èo the sauna and
letÈing him knou what happened to hin when he rrae 1,2"

I Èhink peopJ.e like Theise¡r and lavig sould have hj.n on druge.

Believe :lt or not, I prayed for thaÈ eon of a bitch.

If r a.û wrong and had 20 lffe timee, ÈÌrerers ¡¡o way I could aek hie
forgiwenees. If ftm right,

I rraø nad at the people who uoved hi-m around. People who cowered
hig aee are just, ae guilty, lf not !¡ore so.

I need to liets other kldE, but lrd break the confl,denceÉ.

ÀEBOT TfMOTItll: f tve known you â long ti-rue, but I dídr¡tt know
you were carrying all thie Pain.

On Septenber 2, T. Iearned tshêy rere going to put r...
' bach into mY wife.

Now ttley have Du¡aÈan Moorae working at the LiÈ Preas. IÈre a good
Èhlng I eraan't Èhere th€ day be apoke to Èbe gtaff. Du¡¡stanMoorge
saya he knows bhe warning.aigme. He hae Èhe ga11 Èo say his victima
were 17, 18, and 1!.

I Èold ÈÌ¡€ doétsore thats nolz,ing, if you glve Ìrer that stuff ehe'll
go inbo Ehock. I knew they hadntt read whats happened Eo her the
].aet time EI".e Èook that ãhuff.

f could Btop the .... or but thie Èhing 16 too big-

If, it hadntÈ been for Éhe people at Sai¡r! ilohnrs ltho cane Èo me wiÈh
thej.r problema a¡¡d who lietened to my tremendoug grIef, X couldnrts
trave eurvived.

I asked , if I could tallc to tlrelr Eona.

I wanÈed t,o be Eure I could include Èhe¡r on my liet'.

He ca¡¡'È take a¡Y more.

If he diee, I'm goíng to go Eo the PraÉE'

If sonebody doeÉn'E geÈ a lie deÈector on hln, r have to go t'o the
preÊs.

Saint ilol¡ars wåE Ëhe beeÈ Èhing whe¡ f rtas young'. Best ëeachêts.

5
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Tbe prewJ.ous abboÈ knes -- about an) ray.
Èold me rrm a rlght ufng conservative, besauee of my pro-I:lfe
st.ance. After L/2 boÈtLe of, scoicb. about 1/2 hour after a wedding.

I belked to Bald¡r:ln:tn Èhe cemetêrl¡, but he vronf È remeober j-t. IIe
waan¡t abboÈ aay mor€.

fir 1954 all of uE at the prep vr€re t,€sted wi.th thÊ UUPI. 9 of ug.
W€ pug dowa Èbo kinkÍesÈ å:rae€ra we could find.

Ir8 conce¡r¡ed abouÈ Ehe Lit 9rees. lleat guy (Dunstan ùloorse)
walking through therê le poison to È,he grou¡d for ¡ne. I Lrope he
doeenrt rrork there on a day to dê.y baels. I wafrÈ, The Î¡it Prêaa to
lLwe and f waot Èhe Àbbey to go another 150 yeara,

Tou !¡avenrÈ w:laLt,ed ttre parents of tbe chlldren wb,o sulcLded. f
wetrt Èo the d.octor in the Btate hoepJ.Èa1 . I gBve hlm the clípplng
and sa{d. maybe he fg tha cauee.

fn every hospíÈaI tbey co¡rclude bhe your¡g boy waa sexually abused.
r kDovr my cr¡zy wlfa woul,d verbally al¡usa all of ue, especlally ae
Èhe tlsre of her perlod, but that kind of (aexual) abuge was never
a perb of her payche. I waE bryíng to get baseball gloves for my
kidE, tr¡rep tr¡ltl.or¡, workLng 80 hour weeke. I gaLd lt in the
courta....

I have my homework cut ouÈ for me a¡d Irm going Ëo do rrhaÈ€wer I can
a'gaLnst Richard, Eekroth. lty love for thl.s place ie called over-
idenÈlflcaÈfon. But there have been sona good people through here -
- lay people as well as mo!,ka.

I,ve weË.ched al.nce 1.978. lfe's been conau.med by
thie. We had no proof.. lûo one cou]-d carry tbe balt for hiu. Wã
garr the Btory in the p- per and ÈhaÈ starÈcd iÈ.

ÀBBqf TIItloTtI: f aBaure you that the nonent I leartred
allegaËJ.ona I acËed. ruediately. But r¡ow LttE i¡ procêss.
to IeÈ Èhe procees go o¡t.

abouÈ
f have

Ëo
buÈ
aiad

Irll- glwe your attorseya tbe overlaye I give
å¡dergon. r carry a lot of grrJ.lË. Not onLy üellfurg my dad,
truÊClngr thia g[¡y with tbe people closest to ne. lIy eon
daughters. School bus drivero, ueJ-gbbora, clergy

If aay alyona toucl¡cs , or any llttle children.

Thfe mån ie lucþr ho'a al:Lve becauae lrvê nlghtDÀrsd ower him for
16 y€ara. CoLd srr€et l-n the ¡i.ddle of, tbe nighÈ.
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I¡wc been bLínd-otded by every inEÈltutlon Xrvo glone to for help.
Every power or autbo¡:lty or reePonsible persor\. Íhe ¡¡aa should not
have done what he did.

I ca¡'È Eây he ---"-^11y a'busod êvery one or those chJ'ldren, buc I
beLLevc it for

I ca¡r¡b gíve you Er¡Y more.

ÀaBoT IIIIÍOTIIY: Irm sorry for all of thig. If ny rtord could heal'
Itd heal you.

Ëoe can a consecrated m¡u do Ehat? Naked with chlldren.
wbat rrraB he lj.ke ae a child? Luke EEeLner or GordoD Tavfa could
tell you. [They grew up with RJ.chard.]

Did be do anything to t'he klda at årrdroa? frn checkL¡rg chac out
w:lrh people f know Ln the Bahamas.

l.fy son êart your letter and gaid, 'X have no co@lent, dad. r

^âBBOT TIMOTEY: rs he etill 1n tlre hoapiÈal?

No. Ee'B oD, medlcaÈlo¡s. In:ltiatea nothf'ng, flnisheg
aothl,ng. Hetd be a.good P6raoÌ¡ to care for tlre.old people, buts he
doegn¡g trr¡st the yor:.ugetr æê8. $lhen you gee lübese thege kids w€nt,.
bhe ha1r. woulô stind uP oD the bach of your neck.

Do'you trawe anY guestiono?'

: ftts Èimc to geb aône resolutio! Èo it. For your
owlr sake. ¿c'É baen too loug.

ÀBBOT TIMOTFÍ: Are you able Èo get couleaelllng help?

: I doarÈ thi.nk Èhere's anyone ín the Rona¡r Cathotic
Cb.urch I would È¡uaC.

À¡BoT Tfuol¡fy: What about Psycl.ologLcal coungellirrg?

I Èalked about it Ëo tbree soclal' workers. ono of them
dldilrt Ìrave boepibal facultieg. tÙe canrt pln point rt}¡o doged her
r¡p.

X eaid, 'DLd you read laet rauredayts paPer?tr be eald, "From whaÈ
wetve bean readlng a.bouÈ Saint.Iob¡'g, all of uE donrt tbtnk yourro
ag c.Êazy aE r¡e tbouEht you w€r.." ThaÈ ca¡ be taken I'n eaveral
wayE. . . .

I cringe every tlme r bear lÌ¡f¡sËan ÞfoorÉê on MPR, rf I gee Richard
EckrotÍ sÈ thã altar, Ir11 eÈ¡nd up on Èhê pew.-d caII híu r'¡hat he
le,

7
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I Èold the eütorney irll fight hard for Gílbert Tarlbou'
Die*mann rdaa a good taacher. CoEma¡ doeentÈ have this
Eystem. Not an inkle of ft.

Conrad
ín hie

My'ehildren wer€ ¡roÈ Èhe kiad of people thats coufd ma.ke up Èhie klnd
oi a Llo at, Èhat age. Tb.ere wag aoÈ,hlng in the houee, not vLdeoe
or nagazlnee, with anyf:hlng lLlçe thaÈ.

: t{he¡ did Your girle brinE Èhle uP?

rl.-u of L992. Yaé . 'earg old' She had a 1lÈt'lê
led. She bad coungelling a:rd

it caEe out.

ThiÊ g:r¡y doegnrt qutt hurt{ng. r. wanÈed m€ to vlsiÈ wích you,
¡pLth and hlmeelf.

I sald lrd eee you ía a confcsg:Lonal way. I would be wíllinE to
meeu witstr ar¡ attorney present ln thla Da¡l¡8 houee. thle grry haa
cost ue .morey. I ÈhoughÈ be shoutd have h{s fingerÊ cut off eo he
canrt hold a hoet or a child.

ÀBBOT TIITIOIEY: You )tnow we have Èo leÈ the 3-egal procetra go on.

frm againat Richard Eckrobh. f have to waEch my back'
That's ca¡.¿ed paránoia, lsn¡È :tÈ? The i¡uy ttas r¡ev€r hauled ín fOr
queeÈl.onlng. Itm 89rry fôr all of you'...
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SAiNT JOHN'S ABBEY
EOX 2015

COLLEGEVILLE, IvIINNESOT-4. 56321 -20 15

('ì:.-rL! (Jr l F-¿ .a.iDU À

Ocèober 3\, ':991

Ðr:=i=.g cr¿= :ee:j¡.g cr. 4 oct3ber t991, you ex;::essei. you=
w:lL:ng:aess ic sb.are wieä =e '-i wlr-h our 1a-*7e:s yor:=
resea=ch cc chi1i,=.ec. whc baá been associåtei,'ititb Fr.
Rr chard. Ecl<:c!,l i= ih e ee:!! '7 0 l a

We a¡e Eow e! tÈe 'sÈage c: ct:: ccc.Li=u!.:rg resaa;c!, i:.t,o
tbe q+!e=iai w!1cb yor¡ !r=ov:åeC !,tirese it rror¡1á be ve=¡¡
helpiuJ. i-f ycc cou.lé sha=e ibose owerlays r"'1:h :e,e, no
t:--aÈ, I .cculd. prowide Èb,--= tc cu: la'4¿ers, J:c= you=
êescrlpiicc, f wcr¡1C g:ataer tb.at f woulC alsc =eei so¡'e
'¡:itteg e-.<=!"-a..ì o¡r oi t!.ose or¡e=1a-is.

51 essingis e-¡- ¡leae-- !

Siceerely i: Cl:=1sÈ,

TRlk=

prONE 6r? jó5_:-r.,i.t 

-DIFAX 

6t'r 36i-3082

Ê5o1a,êlTE
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NOVEMBER I, I9g4

SUGGESTED QUÊSTIONS T0 RAISE IN RÉGARD Tl-tE RICHARD W, ECKRoTH
POLYGRAPI EXAMINATION.

Q: IN I957, DI0 YoU EVÊR QUESTION YOUNG CoLLEGE FRASI{HEN 0R
PREPARATORY STUDENTS ABOUT I^/HAT THEY THOUGHT OF MEN HAVING SEX
WITH OTHER MEN OR YOUNGÊR BOYS?

Q: WERE Y0U,TEACHING PHILOSOPHY INlRODUCT0RY C0UR5ËS AT THE
COLLECE LEVEL IN I956-57?

Q: DO YoU RECALL YOUR FORMER TE,AC¡IER FROH MANDANTNoRT¡i DAKoTA,
SISTER MAROLD? : .

Q: DID-YoU MASSAGE YoUNG BoYS AND GIRLS AT THE ABBÊY-oI/NED/
SWENSEN CABIN TN THE CASS LAKF AREA?

a' DID YoU ENCOURAGE YOUNG CHILDREN T0 TAKE SAUNAS tN THE NUDE
WfTH YOU PRESÊNT?

Q: DO YoU RËCALL A SAUNA REBUILT FRoM A FoRMÊR HoRsõ BAR,N?
I

Q: DID YOU MASSAGE THE BUTTOCKS/ BACK, PENISTSCRoÏUM, THÊ PUBIS
OF ANY YOUNG CI"IILD IN THE BARN"SAUNA?

Qr

Q:

Qr

Q:

ARÉ YOU ALSO NUDE OURING TI.iOSA

DID YOU 'ISKINNY DIPN WITH YOUNG

DiD YOU WEAR A 5PI:EDO SWIM5UIT?

T IMES ?

CHI LDREN?

A'llFIG LEAF}r BIKINI?

DID YOU ENCOURAGE YOUNG CHILDREN TO PLAY GAMES WHiCH INVOLVED
UNORESSING AND THEN WEARING ÍIGHT5, COSTUMES YOU PROVIDED?

Qr WERE YOUR TrlGHTs BLACK IN CCLOR?

qr OID YOU ENCoURAGÊ.JUST THE YOUNG BOYS TO SAUNA WITH YOU NUDE?
OR D¡D YÓU ENCOURAGE BOTH YOUNG BOYS AND YOUNG GIRLS TO SAUM
WTTI-I YOU IN Ti{E NUDÉ?

Q: DID YoU THEN "SKINNY DIPil THE LAKÊ NUDE? IN THE SNOW NUDE?IN

ÐIDq: DID YoU FONDLE THE BOYS? YOU SUGGEST ORAL SEX OF THEM ON

YOURSELF? DID YOU PENETRATE .AT ANY TIME EITHER lHE GIRLS OR

THE BOYS?

Q: DID YOU THREATEN ANY CHiLD HITiI THE WARNING THAT ilTHÊ,IR PARENTS
WOULD GO TO HELL IF ThtEY IOLD?II DTD YOU THREATEN TO BEAT THEH
PHYsICALLY?

Q: DID YOU TELL THEH THAT YOU WOULD HAVE THETR FATHER' FIRED FROM

HI5 ST..JOHN'S JOE IF THEY EV=R TOLD? OR TI"IAT TI.{E WHOLE FA¡4ILY
WOULD STARVE TO DEATH IF THEY TOLD?

q: D¡O YOU îAKE THE YOUNGER GIRLS îO THE LOFT BEDROOM? DO YOU

R=MEMBER THEIR STANDING NAKED IN THE 
''4IDDLE 

OF THE BED? DO

YOU REJ.{EMBER TOUCHING ONE OF THEM BETWEEN HER THiGHS?
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NOVEMBER I, I994

SUGGESTED QUESIJ9Nå-EC KROTH PO LYGRAPH-

PAGE 2

a

a

DID YO{J SEXUALLY PENETRATE I,/ITH YOUR PENIS OR WITH YOUR
FINGER ANY ONE OF THOSE YOUNG GIRLS?

DID YOU EVER 'IBLOW YOUR STACKI' IN ANGER. OVER A CHILD PLAYING
WIlH HIS/HER F00O? êÉq/,4r'íbt/ t7n-,,t7. f /e/ L¿f /ûn lê 

t¡ lra-n¿t'-1

Q: ARE YOU AWARE THAT AN EXAMING DOCTOR OF PSYCHIATRY HAO ALERTED
THE ABBOT BALDWTN TO YOUR IIPROBLEMATIC INCLINATIONS'I PRIOR
TO YOUR ORDINATION, FIRST ASSIGNMENT, AND SUBSEQUENT REASSIGNMENTS?

q: Do You REcoGNrzE YouR ACIIVITIES WITH YoUNG CHILDREN T0 BE
ABEP$NT?

R

Q: DID YoU SEXUALLY MoLEST 
-çW-I-Q-:I.KID5.):'?

"WE ARE AALE TO PROVIDE TIIÊ INTER,VIEWER WITH 40-45
NAMES OF YOUNG PEOPLE NOW IN TFIEIR HID ÎHIRTIES WHO

SHARED TI.IE COMMON EXPER I ÉNCE OF BEING AT THE ST.JOHN I S

OWNED CABIN IN THE CASS LAKE AREA..,.

THE CHI LDREN CAME FROI'4 2 I FAMI Lf ES IN ÎHE PARI SH OF
sT JOSEPH, COLLEGãVILLE/ 5T CLOUD AREAS. OF lHE 40+
YOUNG PEOPLE

2 YOUN6 GIRLS ARE DECEASED
MURDERS

2 YOUNG WOMEN ATîEMPTED SUICIDE IN THEIR
L,ATE HIGít SCHOOL YSARS

4 BOYS ARE SUICIDES BY THÊ AGE 2I
; BOYS ARE DECEASED BY VEHICULAR ACCIDENT5 BE¡WEEN

I5 ANO 2I YÊARS OF ACE
7 BOYS WENT ON TO RECURRENT MENTAL HEALÎH iNSTI-

TUTIONALIZAIIONS (I OF WHOM WAS CONVICTED OF
ATTEMPTÊD RAPË AT KNIFE POINT)

14 BOYS AND GIRLS BECAME HEAVILY ENMESSED IN DRUE
USE AND THE SALE OF DRU¡6 (WITH ONLY I BOY
BEING .JAILED A5 A FORMAL DRUG DISTRTBUTOR)

ONE OF THE ''PRIMARYIÎ FEMALÉ VICTIMS HAS SAID,AFTER HEARING
THE ABOVE qUESTIONS, t'IF THAT PRIEST 5AY5 rNo't TO ANY OF THÊ
FIRST 22 QÙESTIONS..,HE cECKROTH) HAs To BE A PATHoLoCICAL LIAR.rl

Q: WERE YOU AI,/ARE THAT THE BISHOP OF THE BAHAMAS AND HIs CHANCELLOR
HAD BEEN WARNED BY A LAYPERSON ABOUT YOUR ACTIVITIES AS EARLY
As r982-8J?

ARE YOU AWARE THAÏ ABEOÍ JEROME THEISEN WAS MI{DE FRIVY TO

THE AtsOVE ACCUSSAÏIONs ON I2 JULY f9822

DO YOU FEEL ANY REMORSE?

a

v
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THE PREqARER OF THE ABOVE QUESTIONS HAD REPORTED BITS AND
pIEcES cir fte ABoVÉ TO APPRoPRIATE RESPoNSIBLE PARTiES oVER TH.E

THE PERiOD OF THE LÃsT SIXTEÊN AND ONE HALF YEARS,.,FAHiLY. DOCTOR,
A LocAL psycHIATRIsT, CoUNTY socIAL $roRKER(s)/ sHERIFF's INvEsfIGAToR..
coNFESSIONALLY TO FRS. ÇoDGREY AND DANIEL/ ABT.JERoME THEISEN AND

ABT.TIMOTHY KELLY AND HAO QUESTIONED FORMER ABT.BALDWIN DWORSIiAK, ALOf'
WITH STATE HOSPITAL CAREGIVERS BEYOND COUNTING.
THE FATHER OF 4 OF THESE CHILDREN BELIEVES

"ECKROÍH TO BE A COMPOSITË OF A PORTER-ABRAMSON-ECCELSON
wlrH THE DIFñÊRENCÊ BEIN6 THAT NOT ALL 0F ECKRoTH'S EIM5
ARE YET ALIVE...HARDLY DID THOSE VICTIMS SURVIVE THEIR TEEN
.YEARS

XECKROTH TO BE A PSYCHOLOGICAL IITRIGGERII iN TI'iE LIVES
oF 40+ YOUNG PEOPLE WHosE LIVES WERE NEARLY BLOTTED oUT,
WHO HAD NO SELF-ESTEEM, AND USED DRUGS AND ALCOHOL TO COVER

WHAT OfHERS COULD NOT SEÊ
XTHAT HIS SONIS ]I...NOTHIN€ HAPPENED. I DONIT WANT TO TALK ABOUT

IT.,.I' DENIAL SHOULD BE CUT THROUGH ANO I'/OULD LIKE TO SEE
HIS SON RÊL]EVED BY 'IRE-LIVINGII HTS SAUNA EXPER, IENCE ON SIlE

::THAT A CHECK SHOULD BE RUN OF NAMES OF YOUNG FECPLE WI-{O

HAVE BEEN CLIENTS OF THE ST-ARNS COUNTY SOCIAL SERVICES,
THE CHILDREN'S HOME, AND VARIOUS MENTAL HEALTH CENTRES

IN THIS STATE
:.IHATACHECKOFTHEWIDERANGEOFFAMiLIESOFDIFFERENT

occUPATIoNALANDEDUCATIoNALBACKGRoUNDSCoU.LDNoTHAVE
ISSUED CHILDRE.N COINCIDENTALLY BROUGHT TOGETHER A1 ONE PLACE

l¡,ITH ONE PERSON AND LiVE SUCl.l cRUSI'tIN6, GRIEF-FILLED LIVES.

:a x ia:l ta

ATTACHED PLEA,SE FINO.COPIES OF T'.¡/O LEÍTERs RECEIVED FROM lWO YOUNG

WOMEN AND XÊROX CCPiES OF PHOTOS DATED I97T-74.
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AT Co{JNTY AND REGIONAL HOSPITALS WHO I,/ERE DEALING WITH
MY SoNIs çARE.I HAD TALKED pITH THE ORIGINAL
STEARNS COUNTY INVESTIGATOR (NOW DECEASEIJJ/ WHOSE COLLECTION
OF NOTEs, PHOTOGRAPHS FROM ANOTHER FAMILY SEEMED TO HAVE
DISAPPEARED OVãR THE YEARS. I ALSO TOLD KELLY OUR FAMILY WOULD
BE QUITE EASY TO DISCOUNT AS HY WIFE HAO BEEN HOSPITALIZED
AND MEDTCATED FOR MENTAL HEALTH PROBLESS FOR THIRTY OF OUR

J5 YEARS OF MARRIAGE. I TOLD HIM TI.IAT NO ONE WOULD P¡CK UP
A PI{ONE A CALL FOR ,A.N INVESTIGAÎION OF THIS 6UY ECKROTH.(AND
TI.IAT WHEN I HAD GONE TO SEE MY SONIS FORMER SOCIAL WORKER
ABOUT ADVICE ON LOCAL MENTAL HEALTH DOCTORS WH HAO IN-PATIENT
5TATUS WITH THE LOCAL HOSPITAL THAT ÏHE SOCiAL i./ORKER HAD

SAID TO ME TH,AT 'TAFTER READING THE STUFF COMiNG OUT OF 5T,JOHNlS
RECENTLY, UP HERE WE DON'T THINK YOUR 50 CRAZY AFTER ALL-rr I
ALSO TOLD THE ABBOT THAT THE PLACEMENT OF DUNSTAN MOORSE IN
MY WORKPLACã AS AN EDITOR ON 2 SEPTEHBER HAD AN ADVERSE EFFECT
ON MY PEÈSON A5 I.JELL AS ON THAT OF MY CO-WORKERS, AND THAT i DID
NOT WANT TO 5Eê MOORSE, FINIAN MCDONALD OR ECKROÎH FUNCTIONING
AT ANY FUTURE TIME AS PRIESTS. I TOLD HIM THAÎ IF I WAS WRONG

AEOUT ECKROTII I COULD NOT MAKE APOLOGIES OR AMENDS IF I LIVED
20 LIFETIMES ON MY KNEES. I BELIEVE I AM RIGiII .

THE ABBOT SAID HE l,/AS SORRY AND I-{E NEVER KNEW FOR I5.i6 YEARS

OF KNOWTNG ME THAT I HAD CARRIED THIS SORT OF BURDEN.

SOME RECENT CHRONOLOGY

NOVEMBER I8,I99I+

JEFF ANDERSON

ocToBÊR 20,Iggr1

MAY I0/ lg94

AND MAY 8TI"I

MAY 17, I994

MAY I6,/]O
JUNE TO

JUNE 2J

JULY IO
JULY 22

PAGE 2

TELLS ME I?DONIT.BE TOO HASTY IN CALLING
A LAWYER. I KILL I.{AVE SOMETHING TO TELL YOUTHAT I,,ILL
BLOl"i YOUR MIND. tt (HI5 DAUGHTER '5 ALLEGATI0N OF
PENETRATION BY ECKROTH

TELLS ME EI^JR IN MARYLAND CARE CENÎER
PRTEST DIRECTOR NAUGHTON CALLS ME INTO OFFICE AND INQUIR:

^C TO WHETHER I 'D SEE ABBOT KELLY
SEE :

SAM.E WEEK, SAYS WANTS TO IALK
WITH ME . T SÊE \ND TELL I.IIM I BÉLIEVE HIM AND

HIS SONs. NOLITE NON CARBORUNDUM BASTARDI,

:PRIEST OIRECTOR ASKS THAT I VISIT l'/ITH ABBOT, HIMSELF
AND ABBEY.UNIVERSITY PRIEST COUN5ELOR(RENE MCGRAW),
ASKS tt'/,,HAT t'/OULD PUT MY MIND AT eASE?rr I TELL HIM
A CONFRONTATION WTTH EWR/ A SON I''ITH A WHOLE MIND, THAT

I WOULD NOT SEE THE ABBEY PEOPLE WITI'IOUT HAVÍNC
LEGAL COUNSEL ALONG-r LETTER RE Er/''R

:WlFÊ. lu nv:iITAL WITI-J SODE

W I FE D I SCHARGED TO FIOME
,0N

:WIFE 1O U OF M ,ADULT PSYCH ON

:FAMILY TOLD WIFE HAS
THATIsIRREVERsIBLE-mtru5AND|-iARCHtcKED-wEMEDIcATÊD
PER INSTRUCTIONS

:WIF= DISCI-IARGED FROM U OF M HOSPTTALJULY 29
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NOVEMBER I8, I99f+

C HRONO LOGY

AUGUST IO-r7,Igg4

SEPTEMBER I-9

S EPT 28
SEPT 30

ocl0BER 2
OCl0BEd r+

ocToBER t0- t4

OCTOBER 3 I ¡

NOVEMEER, I

NOVEMBER I5

NOVEHBER I7

PAGE 3

i REENTER5 U OF M HOSPITAL-DISORIENTATION
NOW TOTALLYPARANO ID

:WIFE IN ST.CLOUD HOSPTIAL THEN WRÎC

:ABBOT KELLY LETTER I'NO RETALIATION''
:RECEIVED NOTICE OF JOB BEING CUT RESPONSIBILTlY
WISE IN REGARD CONVENTION TRAFFIC- IT TOOK I96+-
1994 TO GET SOME HELP...THIRD ÎIME IIVE HAD A

DEPARTMENT MADE OF MY PERSONAL WORK

:LETTER TO KIDS E FAMILY RE 28 SEPTEMEER LETTER
:VI5IT WITH ABBOT KELLY

WANTS QUESTIONSWiTH VISIT TO KELLY

lABBOT KELLY'S 2ND LETTER...ABSOLUTELY TURNEO
CONVERSATION I80 OEGREES, I WILL NOT HELP
çT .IOHN'S LAWYERS DEFEND EWR

. CALLS IN REGARD EWR POLYGRAPH QUESTIONS-UP ALL
N IGHT

:QUESTI0NS PREPARED-COPY TO

THAT I AM TO TELL NO ONE OF PLANNEU POLYGRAPH WITH EWR

AS IIIT CÔtjI N SCARE HIM OFFI' DOES NOT WANT ME TO SEE
\S SHE I5 OEPRESSED TFiIS TIME OF YEAR

44+ NAMES ON LIST/HALF ARE HOSPÍÍALTZED OR HANGING ON

OR DECEASED

DO SPECIAL ACCoUNTS 0F c.P,/,loHN MCNAMÄpa FñÞ 
^ÑrñFÞ<1'ìNr

WE NEED A LAWYER IF NOf FOR
:5EE WIFE'S SOCIAL WORKER
:SAW DOUG PEARCE WITH STEARNS SHERIFF OFFICE. HE CANNOÏ
TELL ME IF THE POLYGRAPH WENT OFF OR NOT, OR

WHETHER EWR PASSEO ,/FAILED. CONFIDENTIAL

JerF, IT t,louI-D Do MY ENTIRÊ ourLooK 50 MUcH GooD T0 s
GEl A WIN FOR THE ;AHILY. I WILL FOLLOW UP WITH
ON A LESS-THAN-WILLING WITNESS, ON MCNAMARA/ AND SOME

AND MY RECALL OF THE i982 MEETING WIlH ,JERoME THEISEN
ECKROTH AND MCDONALD.

EE YOU
A TAPE
OF THESE KIDS,
TN REGARD BOTII

r wrLr- Nor R'sPq6i'tt
tex{hua cnsr AF\iEp 'He
LAI

HE ABBOT'S LETTER OF THE JIST. IF YOU CANIT
FAMTLY, THEN PLEASE SUGGEST AN ALTERNATE
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UCFnc lscþ ô/er|

SUBPOENA
pmmTo^Prcl4

Cl¡ll, DoÐnb,

Disù¡ct CourtState of Minnesota

,ia¡!: ;rrl; : ì1i,

DEFENDANTPLAINTIFF

VS

I

;llli¡-:i IJ!' ir: . r:l':. . i i. l r--¡ . '\ -

E DEPOSITION

NOTE: Rule,fS.fX of Rules of OM Procedu¡e requlres
proof of serv¡co of not¡ce lo take a depositton pilot to
lssul¡g a subpoona for a depositlon.

NÂME

You arâ horeby commandcd lo âppoar ss å w¡tn€s lo givê l€8!¡mony
on lho dålo, t¡mc and plrce lndlcatôd bslow, ând tfom tlm3 to li¡fìe
thersatt?r as mEy b3 râquirêd.

WTNESS

ADDRESS

ZP

DATE Decernber 'Jc, 1994

TIME I: üÐ o.t,
ADDRESS Àbt o¿ r\ lr:Ui : r f-'(l¡¡ f . i{Oo¡:.

creãL ¡lã1I
st.. Jc)l)¡i I 

.f -[irriversiLl'
r-cllegevillò, l'!t.

WITNESS FOR tr PLAINTIFF ,O DEFENOANT

TYPE OF CASE ,O CIVIL E CRIMINAL O JUVENILE

Nms .iero¡te *. älr¡kir¡-Psrsön lsgucsting
subporna

tr; DUCESTECUM

You ar€ commanded to produce the fdlowlng hems,

fecords, ot documents;
Afiy *.t all r€cor,:¡st, ik¡:rur}nts rüiÌ r*rlt.ilrlÉi'
(ttår:Ls, cliarieg a¡-kÌ lourr',âls o.f a¡!.! !'ì'i4
,ãrJ ní¡ture i$ your mgsesgic¡r Îc âi*)'lect
Èc, -vour ff:lrtÌÞi or avai).al.la to You $rhi.'È
¡elaËê to sÈu(üe¡!' irr'**tì.r¡ui,t:¡is. ¡ni{
aaq8d¡latirns cf ,¡ata ¿r¡rtl i¡¡fon¡;rticit
lìreF¡a¡e¡J ¿¡¡¡ qç¡çilai b\, "1oi¡ rcl¡tllit:r tr'
susçecLed ss'or¡rl .{¡r.ee ôr)d se.ç.¡a ì

lrpro.rrietie6 ff¡ 'à+ rx)rL oÊ çY. "tcltarrj
lÌck¡t¡tlr anri any ie¡scxr.nel anrJ ne¡rlrels ..'""

St. Jdm's ltl*ry, St. ,J'J''r:'s Ì.ì¡iverr¡it:'
an'l hJrei', affiliate,l trr s,i.i..¡sidiar.v 'ir'(:¡rù-
z¿¡Èi'Jrs.

tr SCHÉDUTE ATTACHED

Op$on¡l upôn rècôipt ol thls eubpoená, please call'
ieErr¡.iu :i. ;il:¡.kl's
( 6 l2 i i -1.¡- Bti 2 I ¡jol. Le c:t:

A SUBPOEåI,A WIITIOTJT BEING EXCUSED IS A CONÍËMPT OF OOIJRT

rngieø

WARNING: FAILURETO

this '. ¡l:

Coun Adm¡nistrator

l)ì '-rr Ig:.¡

Þeputy

,-,iii(, i;i.l*ì. Adminis'trator of the above named Court, and the seal

day of

;_

i(sEAL)

19 '':, .

.il,Jti¡'{l.ir ¡'.. L.i¡tir. l

I cerlify that the person named abova is entilled by law to
witness in ths above named case.

DatB

for atlendance as a

COURT'S AUTHOBIZATION FOR PAYMENT

Pintr{dd l¡lo æpyWhllFo¡lglnel-Rdum to C.url wllh prcol ol *Mca Yrr*Wlmlr'@tlt
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}IE}IORÀT{DU¡.I

TO:

FROU:

RE!

DÀIE:

d(\"S

File

Àbbot tinothY KeIlY, O.S.B

December 22, L994

came to see me at 8:4O À.M. today, talked for about 25
minutes concerning his tapes and charts that he left with me. He
told me about the four houj-r j-nterview ürith the lawyers the other
day and rait-erated some of his story. He at one point referred to
hié son, , hospital charts as usj-ng the word rrparanoiart. He
also saíd one of his ãaughters came up üIith her story Ín 1990, the
other in 1992. He told of his son beÍng a suspecÈ in a murder
i_nvolving \^rhtever hospÍtal he was in at the time ( Brainerd State
nospital?). ltÏren referring to a meeting in 1982 wit! Afrbot Jerome
he Said hé recalled that there vras a couch in the office (indicat-
ing the west wall) and a coffee table (pointing in the direction)
over against where the desk is now. [I was here from ]-98O on and
never was there a couch in this offÍce.l He also claimed to have
talked with Fr. preston Moss at the tiné the bÍshops' neeting was
here (1983?) and then r¿ith his bishop whon he got to go over to the
Press to talk with hi¡r. The Báhama.bishop possibly co\¡ld have bèen
here at that tiure, but highly unlikely since he is not a me¡nber of
the U.S. bishops conference.
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å ^eÆ,Ä.^ffi%
a

[,ocal bis]rop offers repgrÊ
on priests who molest juveniles

.ls üetrllcd (or üìE lrisl¡ups lhe |*.fur.
nrn{céof strc o[the {0 0S, brlt rcilt
c!¡lers th¡l lrîßil|È ¡rricst.âbuscrr. l1
ruflcrcrl ilo ñtir&s of (hc rc[tcr5, b(t
slurerl bíshqN' ssreDtr ol tltur.

Sl- Lukc lNl¡tutc iu Sritl¡nd, fttrl.,
ws uscrl lr9 81 dioccrs lor niresmqlt
anrl by 0l dioccms for trc¡rttrrcilt -rmc thrn rhry uthr. ll ßot gcncmlly
¡uitiw ntirr¡ir.'l1rc thtruß o[ lhc llr.
àclctc ctn(cr h lit. f ¡ilÈ ms rerl þ 35

tlimss.

,¡\ Gilurett Ncwspaper
35 ccr¡ts

lGrurey tells colleagues
such clerics can return
to diffelent wolk

ONNTT NLTS SEnVOË

W¿lSl llNC tON - l'ricsLs with ncwls
of scxuol nlxrsu lrly lrc perrritted to
rclu¡t lo rvrk io tlc C¡tholic rhurclr
il[lcr lhcy urderßo thc¡qr¡ bislm¡xsnkl
'lltwll¡ hlt rmt il asi¡¡ruarts involv.
irqlrbildru.

"Orr lirst concc¡n i¡ tltrt w ¡rc not
ptrttin¿chil(kcr ar drlci raid ßishop
Jolur Xirrrcy, hcrd of t¡rc St. Clotrd,
Itlíur., Dixo*. Kinnry also lrcads thc
natiurrrl lrisho¡rs'cantcrcnre qil guill
dlrnSe.

'fhe f¡.st ¡rr¡ú$¡ ciltr8lrt iil tc¡u¡l
trlnrrcsilrilill5 thùl ¡tilil6d ht OE lt{Or
rnd rpreurl rtrtirniv¡dc lrnvc Bonc
tluurgh tlrcrn¡¡ Xirnc¡r siù Noq t}a
U.S, lr¡shu¡,r'con(c¡trtce se"ls ¡o for'
rmliæ struxltds guidirrg diren tÍdr
olF.

llul clcn¡ly, lhc lcndc¡s of tlte U.S,
chu¡ch lror't ccrLìhr how to hondlc
pricrtr *h'r alluc lrrd lnrcr arc ¡rro
ruuccd fit for rluty.

Xirncy! contnrittæ telntl ¡lwo ¡þ
cstinutcs rir midivisu -ü¡e nle üHt
pcdopkilu pricst: con bc crpclcd to
rclqu iltoohl lrcluvic ¡rðltc|rb. f trbu
ilotcd ox6t "lricrt{rllcnrlcß'r tftlil¡rf,!.
ly rrc rret ¡rcrlnphilcr lrut c¡lc{¡\,1ú16

- srrrllJ. 6t(rð(tcd to f{rt.puucietrt
luRr¡ls mtlßr tliur lo dr¡kl¡etr.

M¡ury cxl{rfs d¡st¡r¡$¡¡dl lrctws¡ tlp
lwo for¡n¡ of ncrt¡l ill¡¡s, ¡¡id tfic
rr¡on, lnrlìrltiols rN "¡rrcrcd s¡il|
alrl ¡Eyclrucrud rl*lopn¡cnt thut ¡!
rnnnifcrtcd lry rro$ c¡rlrctnplúle lr lnr
nn¡c likcly ro bc (Mrc¡ cfl<iely thau
tlrc svq! Irycllr¡rr¡rolrr¡5r urotlvatilt
t'¡rrh¡ uy lrrlophilq--' nccorrlürfi lo üro
lls'. Jnrs Gill, r J6út ¡rid NÍl ¡lñw

ll¡c se¡u¡l ¡l¡us cornrútteeb rc¡nt

'{ohn Klnney
at$r@trsf,qæDuffi

silsrtinrcrcneed
it's now,'Ie said.

I(irurey told
Itishops Lhe rcxt
stclr ¡n lhe press
of derlhrg with tle
scand¡l rvill bc tu
fslrioq rtrictcr
*ttndâ¡ds f.'. thr

¡tl> !ôIñ jo-r 9adHôtilZ. _O),HCìt:f, oCfZcr Þ >zz<z f,t z oo nrÞ ohgntÞ- mnl @@@@ smhzø>, Ø>Þtnh zo vl<f¡ {o94Ho!l{H I @ -Ft<ÔOOZ >OOOT! 4zÅZZzõ Þl zÍtQ -{ø ø3 ÞlHF'pz mN.,oÞf ToFzo Lî ø{l! oz{Irnzh+:o*If¡ntco{>mF.r<n¡ z@mntÞrôHFZn 7r{øqZ TmmgÞm OCOC'ór Thr Þ6pzm m>F ão4uO > ZÞd B=H.FIolToÞ-{møIï3 r tz mm^ZIPD<>*TOZ{o{æ om>H Ðzc mtNI:r!HH {O--lH@Þ<r4*
Þm Z=<*Z@<ømæ Ø¡ I--l-{COm r@mooI
mtmoHrzot-lmo o:rofr¡T zz>'ö toFttrT=mToæ>4c'8r ñ z r3æøCtT:f\ F ¿F l{{ÞH{ -T -uF >ØImOÉ O{OOThñ o@m> ztTmlca> úTÐt-xtZÈImgtnOS
@:f\ Þ mc c{ I m <Fþ >*4O>Oo.oOkrøhHæÞrø ð !Þ >rÈ{XhmZ > ñJo{ø{IOOI>oô lZ-ta* 

^Irm<!c ñ oI Irr Þ m.r<-ol4zñHrEmÈ{Hr 9Oì-l Z øøZ Zr3Zm>ô{>O -tF nt>z3oZôOùo!^oø!>zoc.r {3æ{MFVlZ E.o3Z*^Ð14ôZ\ H{H HmOrmIIm
otlxôzl{zmommzÞtIH>^r{ ø Þmml >mT x+oFxø{ ø C{mÞO*O->.d*l@.oxÞ -oìø.!o{ zmH ¿,¿ 6 rtr {ønrrfour,:IZÞH {C}vtI'Ir.l:rOO ZTlIt.dBOOnl
f o{ :f ç,oa,m< D.Îlmr oo rÞ ø Ø1
>ão {ao^xø >mãqfr 3 <-r zÕmz*O+mO= ZaZ 9Hiloø IZÐ>Jôøilt 9z{Þm ZO ¡f llÊØììøøÞd t{!r >k Ð{ØmioHdÞI.ü< æHtCIH mZCNm t *øI3
OO@ mCO@{> øHm

zÈ1 T flfcq I3 -{æmoIo9{ ßru o TrEOf ñ(: L! x ,rrmo oø!cÐm¡o .roo
o-{!m ø Õ>z þ\õ3-ø -or!øm { m>3m 1z rlr{9 I{þCñ øf,! rFmo Þrø-t:zHrÞ{-T 7¿ {OHrgzf,r{trø Ì'ú:t oclmØ9ñ r €F O =ñZHTo oIOÞ ÞT>0< ÞÞO()3 - uærÞÈ>znz aØ moøO{ -{o- > l\ mc t mÞ z o!ÞZ-Oo m OrHqtio r @hdr^ Þ n{r{{m

.Jç'

"bound¡riesn of
¡licstJy duiìc orrrt
bcltcr scretr¡nF
for qtl¡oy cudi-
dater,rlf c{er l,herc
higher stondrnls,

Kiuney also sdd hc rloubtcd U,3, dic
r.,rct rvill lnm hudr,:dr uf nrillirnsr¡f
drll¡rs a¡ ¡ rcsrh of lnlsuits, iu lns
lmr re¡nrterl. "lherrl I g¡ ctl dil(Ét]
orcyllctmor thc figr*È llkacil il tlw
iu¡lt rrd tltr ¡c(Íill orù1(ils ilxl et.
Ilcntcn¡r.'lÎe figlrcs yw lrenr nrrd dra
ñ(u[l Rsults uE far d¡f[cEtrt."

Ncrrly thrce yclrr into his rlri¡r-
mcnt es orrc of thc U,S. rÌurclth txinl
urcnon rcnral alrux lry priuß, Kirnuy
callcd it n "grcn gwirr¡ cx¡rcricrtc"
lrüt orc lhal "frqlrcltly sarldcucd"
hinr,

"l'm corvi¡rcsl thc chutdr en do o
ùctrcr jub on dcülilg w¡t[ hunir¡ m
¡litt¡, ltb rnülc Nc ññl¡ r¡¡orc ruili¡tic
slrù{l wlrrl rc rEd lo ùr.'

I t*l rops <bcry_txrlgsl

"E*, ,71l- 
1enzctt

LtëtlÉ tt4/?'t5'7t " t
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SUBPOENA
{ORDER TO APPEÀR)c-¡(ß

\JCr'r6(SC O!9ll

District CourtState of Minnesota

DEFENDANT
Tho ili:(c¡ r. I :;-. ilr:.;gl.i¡c .:: :.!i,:
Ii'-.¡;lri '',e¿ltc.i ,.,: ;i,tt'¡;Ì,, ¿ /i,'¡

i.¿t.h.t¡. r! ¡ç,.r;,.¡¡, i.CïrÌ,Oti?I

v5

t

Jrrhn {/c- 10f t
PLAINTIFF

iti orpostroN

NOTEr Rule 45.O4 of Rules of Civil Procedure requires

proof of service of notice to take a deposit¡on prior to

issuing a subpoena for a deposition.

You are hereby mmanded to ePpear as â wiÛless to glvê tèstlmmy on

the dâte, time md plae lndlcated belov, and from t¡me to t¡me thereáftêr

a may be rcquimd.

WITNESS

AP

Janu"rr; 3C, 1995DATE

rIME 9 :30 a.nt'

1âtiO itarú tj'oh,e!
527 ttar'quette 4i"". So-
idin.ieu¡ioìis r ¡!1'¡ 554Û?

ADDRESS

tr P|-AINTIFF É O¡rruo¡¡lrWTNESS FOR

TYPE OF CASE b crvr¡- tr cRtMtNAt tr tuvENtLE

PeEon request¡ng.
subpoena

NmE te,ì:ome R: Klukas

You are commanded to produce the following items,

records, or documenb:
À¡t:' aÞ.!-j ,r1i recor:ds ' riuci¡rreiit$ '?:ìil
r.:ri.'1 ,-nclg¡, charts , diarietl and iourn¿:i
of.. any tS¡x: anü ia:'.u!:e ìir your
pQgseÉsirt:ì G¡¡ ¡:ühiect to 1.'o'.rr (rñi.¡'t-ol
or avail<lble to You which rê14+*e '¡:.ì

studies, investigaticrns, and
i¡ccu¡iluLaLíons of dat,a an'l irrfr:rm¿tío¡'
:-ìreparer.l ancl cor,piletl by ylrì i-Ë:lat;ncj
to gui;pEcteiì sexual aLìUsii .:ncl s¿-:;u¡l
in¡iroi;riet-ies on t-he pârt ;:Í .'jr.
lr.icharC Ëckro!].ì an;l any lerscnneì ¡lriì
r:'e:nlie!s ('f st. John's ål:L,,:].'r Íic .
Jolrr¡'s l-niversity' arri t!:.sli r af f j- I iaLè
+r subsi.tiany orca.:li,z¡¡gicr¡i",

Ð SCHEDULE AÏTACHED

'Ð DUCES TECUM

Upm receipt of th¡s subpoene, please ell:

iledoln'J IÌ. {i.uk ¡rE

(ó12):i3$-íJ623 collect

opt¡ffial

WARNING: FAIIURE TO OBEY A SUBPOENA WITHOUT BE]NG EXCUSED IS A CONTEMPI OF COURT

.f a.:iu¡ri:Ìr 

- 

19 95 ,

¡r*rr::L:1 A. l-clrg..ln, -i ;.i ìsEAU

ì

wlTNESS, ¡ipnalÍt /¡. i-òi.2.1 n- .f f .

thereof thie.iiLlj:ir - 
day of

,i v

Administrator of the above named Court, and the seal

Deputy

Court Administrator

CounÏs AUTt-'to

for attendance as a witness int iänily,f hat.tk¿"person
the above named case.

Date Deputy

FOR PAYMENT

named above is ent¡tled by law to $-

P¡r*&î lìlê @pywhib{)d¡ìNlhñ to Coul wllh pþof of teûke Ydl#lrylñ6r' crty
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a Yes.

o- ln æn¡rs of voi¡r edücational backsound.- 
,vóuid you æll us what ihat is?'

I
2

3

4
5

6
1
I
I

IO
ll
12

l3
ì4
15

tó
t'l
¡8
l9

t was ñÅrned in Janu¡rv of I 985 and
letminated mv studies at St. gen's. Since thcn
I we¡t back tó school at Minneanolis Community
Collepe for a time shortlv afte¡ oiur thi¡d
child-was bom. And I w"¿s thcrc fo¡, I
believe, two scmesters and tlren decided life
wss too chaotic to be doing s(udics and that
cân wait.

25

a.
À
a.
A.

Thê.se two vounp nlril¡ wtiìt uD lo Alaska to work
on fishing 6oas] And tlæy hifricnded' , úy
husban4-therc. And . camc b¿ck to Mlnncsotâ
to iust make a trio out east to see Minnosota.
Aíd ùal's where'we met.
Did: ' atænd St. John's at all?
No. he drd not.
- I'll show vou Exhibit I which is a

docuÍßnt frorn thc'Dacket called vour dad's
Exhibit I or Exhihit l. Is thåt
a letter from you?
Tha¡ is. conect,
Was itbrcoared or Mav 30. 1994?
I betievb sä. I dated it that ilaæ so I
belicve tbat that would be the date that I -
Wrat was vor.r Dumosc in orena¡ir¡s Exhibit l?
I recciv€d á øü'from my fåth¡i notifying rne
that Richard Eckroth had bs¡ brougbt stûtcsidÈ
from the Bahamas to some son of
rehabilit¿tional check on tho East Coast. At
that time I don't know whether Eckroth was --
none of us know whcther hc was bcing checked
out for tlrc issuqs here or alcoholism oi
whaEver. I don't know. At lhat Þoint I \rrot€
dÑn wh¿t I rccalled ar tlp time df mY

L2r'.
13 Q.
l4 A.
t5
¡ó Q.
t7 À-
l8
19

20
2l
22
2t
24
25

Pæe 5
I
2

3

4
5
6
?
I
9

l0
11

a
À
c

^--,,tðîfi åJ{üårH*. h*,^
\Í%dFig*rt*dtobún'

RfuSdrklM^tu¡Ér li* !O 2d 
^h,È 

ù& Sú lu'h
0ôstu hæl¡-Mi¡$btref.
ilßffi;rtdduÐrr.tF¡btuô6

^**.H Ê.,[$h;.lil$*.r g.*
[Lùrd- S Pdl- l@ 5tl0l. ¡Fd
lú d-ù blòt ù ¡lrdf

NPrð'Hid&ffiåffi*lSlü- ¡dfo. üô¡ btrdb
D¡(Êi il SL CN sd Sr 

^taù 
i

t
2

l

5

6

1

I
I

l0
lt
12

tl
l4
l5
ló
t7

IE

it
IO

t¡
22

ú
l4

t5

Pry2
MÞÑM¡h@74rx¿¿ì!1¡$!5Suw *'H

gffi:Pï*fl$ßf * gJf ¡l
CFn-Eñb! At" " Jü

l^rñblldturP$¡hbt$ -----dldi&úrêFo l' ù bú kpø.}

I expsrieoce at tlnt cabin and that sauna and got
2 thãa information to mv father.
3 Q- By that information ybu're referring to Exhibit
4 l?
5^A- CorIEct.
6 o. At the torr, it indicaæs sigr¡cd and
? sworn de'oosítion of Richa¡d Fækroth by -
s A- Mvself. '
s O. - ÍoÌrself. Did you prepare Exhibit I undú
10 oaih?
rr ¡. No. I did not. I simnlv wroæ that statßrncnt
rz so ihat thcre w¿s so¡iri sort of lcgality to it.
r¡ I don't know. vou could scralch it if it's not
tr - it is iust mlrccollections at the time of
rs what licrneníbcr at lhat sauna at that cabin and
te ofhis bebaviors.
17 o. As of Mav 30. 1994, and according to
l8 - the recollfotioirs that arc on the Exhibit I

6

rn ¿mv

^ftcr 
thedeemed

rlÊ 20Ú¡

19 índication
¡n anycngnged

lVA¡i

ûot heorwhethor menol
was

of

The fryrtness rn tlre aÞovo-cnüuod
matler ¿ft€r having been prcvlously dtrly
' swom deposes and says as follo\ts:

CRûSS-ÐüMINATION

, whal's your home address?

And Vou'rc mù¡eal
Yes.'
Ynrrr hrrsh¿¡d ig

¡¡uw rurrE havc vou been married?
We *lcbäwd oír t0th anniversary last
Thu¡sday.
Is rhat ilíe fust marrisgc for you?

.e. Ycs.
e. Do yc" h've children?
¡- Yes. t. e-

O. Corild you t€l' "' rh¡i¡ nzmec and ages?
À

I
,
3
4
5

6

7Q.
8A'
9

l0 Q.
lt A.
l2 Q.
t3 A.
t4 Q.
15 ¡,
l6
t7 Q.
l8
l9

{.1 "¡ r-ondetrscltil "-, $ ( Ç¿^-

1

2

3

I
5

6

7

8

9

10

11

l2
l3
1t
15

16

t7
1S

19

?0

2l

srÀ?E OF XIWESOÎÀ DtSlRlCl æUÃÎ
cdf,lY oF srÈMxs sEwmß wDlcru DtSnlcf

Þl¡lÁtIl!, Flrê no, cx-9a-3¡0
F.Èh.¡ com¡, &ìhilù.r,
sÈ. Joh¡,r þhv, Dloccr. ol
st. cloud Àìd st; Àkurtl¡.'e
chuEch l¡ sr. c¡oud,-n¡uerotd,

h l.¡d.trtr,

Þl.l¡rl lr.
Fl¡. No- c5-9{-2194

1ù. 6¡d.. ol st. b¡.ù.t
o! rl. ¡lm[ c.ùo¡lc çburéb¡/¡/. 9t. Jôbr'r Þbv ild lrq€r
Ùch¡rd klr.là,

O.aaÂd¡¡tr.
JohÀ Rô.. RÀno¡d .Àd ÆIeDe ¡oâ,

8lálatlÉls,

¡aü€r cods D.àlh.hE, st,Jôh,r ñr. oIft.s. o! St. cìoud
ò¡d sÈ, JosabÀ,r PdllrÀ In 5t.
Jo!.Þh, xt¡ñ¡rôt.,

O.f.¡d.¡tr,

PIalÂtltf, PII¡ tro. C3_ta-2193
lh. oÈd€r of ti,8ên€dlcr ot
rhQ Ro¡ù cÂròolic chùrch
¿/k/¡ St. JôD'e ¡ÞbY, Dlocees
öf St. c¡oú. 5t. Ãuoúttlrêrgchurah lñ sc: cloud ¡rhDe3¿ta
å¡d Fàih.r ¡lchålr ktror-h,Ô.tènd.hLr-

rÀ. ocmrl¿lor ol \
r.k n Þurru¡nr ro'lor¡c6 0l.bd t¡t.¡ b.to¡a h¡llr n. cur¡¡.i. d dot¡tvtubllc l¡ ùd foE 6. coutv ol üGrorÞl¡¡ st¡(.
ôl xl.r..õt.. òn J¡ùu¡t! f,o: 1995 .t lt00 nrÀd
rôv.4, Í¡ñî.¡Þllr, Bt ú.rot., cffi¡€tt9 dL
¿æ¡oilà.c.lv i:0Ò'p.ñ.
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Conde¡seltru

lz ¡" To a ccrtain Point, lres.
¡3 Q. That would b€ Pastor Moss?
14 A- Susan Moss.
15 Q. Shc was here fÕr awhile today during your dad's
16 dcposition?
r? À Corrcct.

my fathcr was gjving a deposition in rcgards to
llícha¡d Eckroth. it was stanlins to sec ûæ
man. And l'vc had nrobablv l4 davs of on and
off crying and conccrn that 

-perhaps-somcthing

else hãnncned. I do not know at t¡¡s tiac. I
am in ù'e process of trying to find a thcrapist
to helo mC wall< tbroueh this And et nrescot I
do noi have thol ncrsoñ. l'm not undei a
thcraoisl's su¡dåncc at this ti¡ræ.
Have you discussed the sihlâtion with yow
minislcr?

25

t8 a.
l9

A.

a ccrtain or what

9
r0 Q-
lt

lost tbc oa¡ticular round. or whâtEver, was to
chcngc ínto tiehts, likc kind of sheer tights.
I don*'t know if tliev wcre red ús,hts or-bhck
úchls or bluc tishe. And in thõse - thc
tiãhts came frct this box, this chest of --
tlìãt's where it was, like behind thc front door
of the cabio thc¡e was s box ônd that's whers I
believe the tichts came from.
Whar kind ofa box was it, a woodcn one,
cardboa¡d or -'
I cannot be su¡ç of thal
If somcone lost would they have to put on
clothes?

Ms. tt was called winning.
TllE WTINES,S: ¡ rccall having to put

on the tiehts. Now. I don't know whether or
not Eckñth put thc'm on us. t do not know at
tlús ti¡:e.
BY MÈ KLUKTIIi:

, how many timcs do you rememhcr playtng
tÌxs safie?
Srrecificallv one timc.
Ffow many other childrcn were thcre in your
¡ccollectión?

was tlerc. And I know
¡rras tlc¡e. I bclieve was

there. Mv sists And
orobablv-- i¡ld . t am not
ir¡rc of ílose two bcing thcre.
And about how old were you in that
recollcction?
I would imar¿inc orohablv about l0 o¡ 12.
Was Fàther [,ichárd thcÉ in your recollection
of tllatmme? .

Yes, definiæly.
Wrere was hc?
IIc rr¿s in and around th¡t cilcle.
What was lrc doine duriog thc eame?
I believe he was tlic maniþulator of that gamc,
tlrc nerson to continú it on.
Wai he acrually playing the game himsclf or
soñeone who was runniru thc gamc?
t belicve so. I believe he was p-laying üre
eamc as well because I rccall, at one thæ I
ftrail, that he hirnsctf had a pair of t}ese

a.

I knowI know

t

2
3
4

6
1
8
eQ.

l0

23 Q. gðme or slzrting to
you and lhc other

Ita
12 Q.
l3
L4

I5
l6
t7
l8
l9
20 Q.
21

2z A-
23 Q.
24
25 A-

8Â
eQ.

l0
uA.
t2 Q,
t3À
t4 Q.
t5À
t6
t? Q.
l8
t9À

wæ there,

t have vou. But. in writine this ststement that
2 was Ifc fifst thät t actu¡üv sBrted to chst
¡ with v¡riot¡s frictrds who 

-were 
a.lso at that

4
5

a.

t2
l3 a.
t4

l6
17

a.
l9

24
25

I don't ¡ecall. I gr¡ess I'm ass¡ning wc
all clotùed, but llon't know. I can't be

Do rlou know if this occasion wher¡ you were -'
this'gamc was being p_laycd if thst was in thË
sr.mu¡1cf or the wrnær',
I believe it was in the winter. I can't be a

Richard

blacksoflre
kinds

¡ecollcction?

l3
l4
r5
l6
t7
l8
t9
20

Boy,
wgfe
st¡f€-

lA-
2

4Q.
5
6
7A-
I
9

l0
il
t2 Q.

23
24 Q.
25A.

a.

I rernemb€r runnins down to the lakc rhrough thp
woods. And I can-rerne¡nbcr one time in tlÈ
winter bccause I ¡emcmber the sîow. And I
remamber being ørcouragcd ûo roll in the snow
alær one of thcse sãunss.

The kids that I went witlu and I can '

add names to who I rsmembsr€il was with this
srouo of kid.$ werc mvself. mv sister herI;1'.t - 

rny Êood lrjinrl
mv other eood friend

ãnd.' ndtirc rgü.Is,
and ". I cannot be st¡re

1

2
3
4
5
6
7
I
9

l0
ll
l2
13

t4
l5
16
17
l8
l9

Paæ 9

thev wrre tj¡ere, but I
" a¡rd possibly

cån't bc surc'ôf tl¡ose Lr/o lìaÍtes.
the cabin

'?ames"
similar to

welllhat s¡!,bclicve
&nbut

rnan

tosimilara.
you

glmc
lanow ürarknow wercA.

!\rer€ believe

PageT -Pzge72Affiliated Court Reporærs
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Co¡denselt*

+ q. How many ¡ec¡llections do you have of going
5 into a sama with Father Richard?
e ¡- Specifically I rcmernbcr one time. I don't know
7 iftherc arc othcr ti¡¡cs.
s O. Tell us what you reñember about the one time
9 ùat vou'rc ablc to recall for su¡e?

ro ¡- I rení:mbcr soins into tlr little cntrvwav of
lt this sauna añtl kínd ofwaiting rhercl I ilon't
n know whv we we¡c waiting iñ this entryway. but
t¡ mavbc thát r¡¡¿s under the ilirection of Éckrôth
l¡ forïs to wait outside of the acn¡al sauna

foom.
Where was tlre sauna located?
Un at C¿ss [¿kc.
Táerc was a cabin at this olacc?
Yes. That's where the game. the tight stuff,
haooened at ù€ cabin.
Whèrc wa.s the sauna in relationship to dre

going into a sauna with Fatherdo vou rcrnembcr
RicÍard E'6lcroû¡?
Yes,

abin?
It rpas

t5
ló a.
7 A

t8
t9

a

20
2l a.
1J

tÌÉ wâssauna solnewhatA-
I'm thecertain wascabinon24

30to20and
of'
hiIaon25

I

3A

I Q ln tenns of one of ùc child¡eû, if the child

ó

a.
8
9

l0

t2
l3

t5
t6 a.
l7
l8
l9
20 a-

23

24
2s want to oblain

hill was the sauna.
Q. So thÀt lvor¡ld ftsve b€en a sepüâtc building?
a Yc.s.
o. l{ow bis was thc sauna?
À. I wouldsay not more ùan l0 by i5. I don't

know exactly.
À,ts. ' About a quartcr ofthis

r(X)[I.

I
t
j
4
5

6
1
8
9

t0
lt
t2
13

t4
l5
l6
l7
IE
t9
2ø
2I
22
a
24
25

t]

STICH: You ¡efuse

ger along with just
one pcrson

thc diricnsions of
to be
to exactly

a-

A.

therapist, who will walk me through that
incident forwa¡<J.

o. I{ave vou ever scen a tJreranist hcforc:r
À. I haviss:n a counle diffcninr theraDists over

thc vears. One ¡riv husband and I s'aw ac the
lndían flcalth Boá¡d. Anrl another aro¡nd tllat
timc and ceascd secinq h€T because she w¡¡s not
the wnc of thc¡aoist I'wantal to sce. She was
moré ä new-agc iypc of thgapist and that docs
not co alone with mv belicfs.

o. This-the¡aoist that vóu and voul husbÂnd saw'- 
was tlnt l'or oumo$s rclatcil to vou¡ bclief
thar Father Richä¡d had at leasr inssibly
exoloited vou?' vs. kuclen' I thiok thât this

I
2
3
4
5

ó

I
I

l0
lt
tz
tl
l4
IJ
ló
l7
l8
l9

I

3

4
5
ó
1
I
9

l0
ll
l2
l3
l4
l5
1ó

t1
t8
l9

THEwlTNEss: I think I will not
waive thât. Those conversations wc¡e
nrivilesed conversations bctur'æn my husband and
I and s*on¡c difficulties vlc were goirig through.
AYMR. KLLfKÄS:

Q. lt had nothing to do with Father Richa¡d, as
far as you knoru?

À No.
o. Mv ouestion is bad. Did thosc discussions with- 

rlrró úe¡apist have anything to do with Farlcr
Richa¡d?

¡- t'm acain soine to sav in esser¡æ I believe the

"ore 
õf soñe oÏ my iésues come dorvn tr) tl¡at man

ovcr lhcre.
o. At tllc time vou saw the lheranist did vout 

meotion Father Richar<j as being a poõsibtc
re¿son for vou¡ n¡oblerns?

rt I believe I irrntíoncd lhat my brother w¿s
molest€d bv a oricst, I don't believc thar I
mcntioncdhishame. I doo't know ifI did.

o. WhL'n rlid vou sæ this thcraoist?
À. Gosh, f wolld have to say ii had to hav€ bccn

thræ or four years ago. I rlon't know s?eciJic
datec

, did you actually go in the sauna?
¡- Yes.
o. Werc vou claust¡oDhobic at that time?
À ¡ don'i recat that I was by any means. [t was

iust we had an activity to go and do along with
ihe othc¡ krds and Eckroth.

Q. On that occasion ürat you rec¿ll who was in the
sauna'l

¡- I soecificallv rccall my friend rny
sis'ter 

-' -AnothcrDcrson 
tlrat

runs in mY ¡¡eau right now is
who is a cousin of- and
Shc was also thcre. I am not c¿rtain whcllrer
or not - ' ¡r¡d and tlloso

1

1
4

ó
7
8
9

l0
ll
t2
t3
t4
t5
16

l7
l8
t9
20
zt

23

24
25

Joy\ tI
if were ln

saîle a1

a.
veår 19as

¡- I belicvc
winter. l\s as
to -- I rcmer¡ber

bs:ausc I can

what time of tho

I rernember in the
down

we takm

Page 13 - Page l8

to yol¡t

u,e could return to Exhibit l. And

Affih atea Court Reportcrs
down to tlrc

osB EGKROTH_OO3í2



Condenscltw

where Richa¡d ancou'aged us to takc our
clothine off. He ericôuraûed us in ¡ltc water lo
skinny?ip. And I .nn nñnernber being vcry
[righte."/ and kinrJ of sticking close tõ* my'
lricnd and mv sister.

Q. Did you cvù renovê your clothing?
a. I rccall that he cncou¡ased us to take ou¡

clothinc off ou¡ toos añd ou¡ bonoms. t don't
know iI I fook mv'clothinc off or not
soccific¿llv at thii time. fhat's one ofthe
tÂincs I wánt ro trv and dctermine.

e. Ar ühat point in tÁe sauna did he, in your
rÉcollcction, did he suggesl or ask that you
take off vour clothins?

À I bclicveîcht as we-werc waitinc in that
enrvwav tã eet into thc sûuna. That is uihtrc
he sáid, r'[t'sîkay, you can takc your clothcs
off. It's all riaht."

Q. At this ooint i-n ti¡¡rc as we'rc nlking are you' 
still onfy having the recollectron ofthe one
occasion?

À I bclieve so, y€s.
Q. On tl¡at occ¿lon did Father Richard sauna with

vou and the otbcr children?
¿- Ye.s.

I

3
4
5

6

I
9

l0
1l
t2
13

l4
l5
l6
17

18

t9
20
2t

23

24
25

Page 19
IÂ-
2
3

4
5

6
7
I
9

l0 Q.
rt
t2 A-
l3
l4
l5 Q.
t6 A-

18

le Q.
2ø
2l
tt Á

24
25

Yes. Therc werc be¡lches in the sauna. And I
renËrnbtr, I can ¡e¡ncmber tlr heat ofthese
benches. Like there was a banch and tlen a
frnucst bcrch so vou wor¡ld sit uo on thc too
ond your fect woúld bc on thc boitom. And'in
tl¡e corncr was the a¡e¡ whc¡e úre ræks wse-
And I c¿n remembet tb¡owing walßr onto the
rocks to gÉt the stcam to make tàe rocla
hotter.
We¡e there more tha¡ one - was the¡e mo¡e than
one level of beriches?
I behevc thsr€ was a level to sit on or lav
down on ood a lcvel tro rest your fcct on-and
thcn the crormd floor.
What waI the ground floor made up of?
I bclievc it was, I cnn't bc sure, cithq like
a wooden olank or a dirt fìoor. I drn'Î k¡ow
wificalli a hund¡ed oercent.'I'hm - 

in ¡ermi of the olace where thesc
rocks wcrc, was thc¡e like a $óve thing or an
o¡en oit or how was it?
lf was likc it - I believe it was an onen pit
with iust ræks oo top of il. And I èmràrber,
i can'rcnrcrnber walÊng past and beiog really
afraid of bcins, you kno\i, touching it and

PaEe 22

How was he drr¡sed?
I believe I reinernber him ø be in like a black
- a tisht, black Soecdo swim suit one tbat
husceðhis bodv closclv. I rjon't lôow if vou
waä me to givé othcr feoples' rccollectioñs of
whrt they remcrnbcr him ín.
Why don't you æll us whät you rccall on your
own.

9 À I recall the black -- some sort of black bottom
lo on and I think it was a Socr"do swim suit. And
rr I don't know ifl hadthai - t have that
tz recollection messd uf, in mv hcad with thc
l3 tights hugging his.body so close or not.
14 o. ,{i anv timc thm in vour ¡ccollection was
t5 - Farhd Richard nutlc'?
le r. I don't rcmecnbcr wlæüer he was or not. I hope
tt to rcrnember, but I car¡not be a hundred pcrcent
l8 surc oflh¡t.
19 Q, At any riÍr during the sauna or at any time at
20 all thát vou can rcmLîber anvDlace tlid Fathur
zr Richard'evcr exoos himsclff'
22 À I don't rernsmbr* whcthcr he did or not. I
23 don't know if I've blocked anything, I don't .

24 know.
25 o. At any time during tlpso sarnas did Fatlp¡

Page 23Page 20
1

,
3

4
5

6

7
8

a.
A.

a.

thing?
there is a stove

4
5

6Q.
1

I
9

l0À
11 q.
t2
!3 A.
l4
l5
16 Q.
t7
18 A"
t9
20
2t
22
23
24
?5

t pettins bu¡ned.
z q. IIow úas ùis fi¡c fed for this
3 ¡- I don't k¡ow. I mcan, maybe

1

2
3
4Q.

6
7L
8

9
l0
II
t2
l3
l4 Q.
i5
l6
l?À
18

f9
a-

touched
Father

l Richard cver touch vou in ¡nv wav?
2 À I øn r€caü a back ñassace. I do ñot know if
3 that includcd a buttrrcks ñrassase or not. BuL
4 aflrr I saw him on tìe 20ú of Dq:anber I gu:ss
5 my gut tclls me something migltt have ltappened
6 tùêre. bur I can't be a hund¡ed Def,ænt sur€.
z I warit to try and ßmcr¡bcr, daiîn it.
8 o- a¡e wc still talkine about dæ same
e 

* 
srnglc rccollcction that you'had?

lo ¡- Yes.
r t Q. Al thc tirnc of that suana how many kids urtrc in
t2 there with vou and Richârd?
13 À I believc ñi'l/ sistÊr
14 I don't know if ürc
¡ s ' rirls we¡e tJtcre with us or nol. And
16 I'm not si¡re if the bovs who werc with us on
t7 that oanicular weckeíd wcre in the sauna with
t¡ us as well. I don't know specifically.
19 Q. Do you rc¡¡embcr how crowdcd it was io the

sâunâ?
Yeâh.
How crowdcd was it?
ft was crowdcd.
Was thcrc anyploce in the sauna whe¡e you could
stretÇh out?

2lÀ
24 Q.
25

lA.
a.

Page 19 -Paga24Affiliated Court Repoñers
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Condemelt
Pagc

I

3
4
5
6
7
I
9

l0
¡t
l2
l3
t4
¡5
tó
l7 Q.
l8
t9À

family has been dealing with a mom who ditln't
have tlle capacity to be wcll and to be a ca¡e
givcr. So my dad tri€d to holtl us all together
and be the backbone of our familv.

And I rhink he did thar preiry well,
ex(æDt mv brother has fallen th¡oueh tle
cracks. Ánrl my brother, I tÂlked ió him ùc
other day. He Èlays the fact that hc rloes¡¡'t
wå¡¡r to tâlk about this, he doesn't want to
sneak about this at all. Anrl I said ¡o him
eicrybody in our family wants your healing,
evcrybody wants you to know you have a safe
nlacc to tcll your story. And he is
trnfortr¡natelÍ incaoacìtaæd becausc of his drus
use history, his m;¡tal illness onslau€l¡t and -
his dcr¡ial ofthe thinas that went on.
Has vou¡ brother deníed that it was eve¡
- hé was ever scxuatly abused?

He has tleniêd that.
But, you don't believe his dernial?
I do áot belicve his dmial

a.
2lÂ
22 Q.
23 

^.24 Q.
25À

what basis do vou disbelieve his dmial?
I was mofesæd by him.

And I

I
2
3

4
5

ó
'l
8

9
l0
il
t2
t3

t5
l6
17

l8
19

would not lie about something thar faumatic.
a. . when dirl that t¿kc r¡lace?
À As t-âr as I know t believe I rlas nrobablv l0 or

I l, I don't knorv. I don't know ipccifìélly
how okl I was. Maybe I was youngcr.

Q. Did you report that tÕ anyone at th€ time it
took Dlacc?

¿ No. f'didn't tcll anyone about that horriblp
ci¡cumsta¡ce untill told mv cldcr sister
in, oh, gosft, ycars ago whoi we were prsrran;rg
to movè from ou¡ aóanment that mv husband and
I liveri in to ow hoire where we noív rc.side
becausc.of thc fact that my sistcr was stârting
to Eo þnn8 up thcse memones.

My sisær ;ai.l, you know. nCan

you bcliève this? I mean, who would believe
ihis story?" And I told rny sisær' lhat I
bclievc mv sistcr r:cause I wæ threakncd
by my bróther antl ' and I don't
bèlieÙe that he coulil bc capablc of tlnt type
of behavior hatl it not bccn imoosei unon hi¡rl.

Q. So your discussions with . arc wliat resulral- 
in four relating to her what yóur brother had
donc?

25 
^-

because I was told if I

Pagø25 - Pago 30

had thc ability to manipulaæ tÌrc older klds
baause thcy weæ able to perhaps dcfotd
themselves or --

l0
n
t2
13 Q.
l4
l5
16

t7
18^.
1.9

20
2l
22
2X
24
25

Your sister you'vc indicaæd hasstatÊd to
you that dw was abused by Fathcr Riclwd, is
that cofiect?
At rhis tifle I don't rvant 1o talk about any
coÍunÊnts thal mv sistr. brs m¡dc to me becau"p
I belicve th¡t myiisær is in a ¡eat
fraÂile state and n*ds to consult with a
thdapist and a law¡ær. And I gurd that æ
hcr oävilesc and -
$titñout gãting into the particulars of what

told vou about her rclationshio or
involvenícnt witl Father Richard,'whør did slrc
first tcll you that somethins had haorrncd
betwcÊn [e. and Father Riclard? ^ '

I
2
3
4
5

6
'1

8
9

a.

Mv
hâa

trmo wrote

a.
A.

23

20
21 L

L1
l8 Q.

I activities or the -- now as an adult I see the¡n
2 i¡s st¡angc ac¡ivities. As a child I guess I
3 was too young to know.
4 MIL lrt's tåke a brEak.
5 (At this time a brief ¡ecess
6 wäs takso.)

r do vou understand that that's how I chose that
z woíd relationsbin? I iust chose it because
3 that's what vou¡ sisæi l¡ad indicarcd,
4 A. I undÊrstand üìat.
5 Q. I didn't mea¡r anything else.
6 A- Thatrs fine.
? O. Exl¡ibit 4 is -- or, excusc mq Exhibit 2, your
¡ sister's letlcr to you, I just want to makc
9 sr¡rç. it's fou¡ pagcs loug?

10 À F-our. ves. coÍec-t.
l r o. Is Èilíibii 2 a complcæ copy of tlìe lctt€r that
12 vour sistcr Drovitled as fa¡ ¿s you can recsll?
t3 A- 

^,s 

fa¡ as I ¿an ¡ccsll, yeah. Ycq sir.
14 Q. Has your sistcr provided you any subscquent or
15 prioi lcttcrs aboul the subjcct of Fathcr
16 Richarl Ec}lrotl¡?

I græss
tomel

1
8 a.
9

t0
l1 À
l2 a.
13

t4
t5 À

ci¡cumstancesabuse wordl6
7

l8

rathcr20
2t givcs

GAn
counsl
tlsr she

17

a.
l9
20
zl

23
24 A
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TMCondcnselt

I
2
,
4
5
(,

1
fl

t
lo
ll
t2
t3
l4
I5
l6

stav a\rav from lum. I don't know if tl¡at w¿s
kin-d of ín instinctual fe¿r or -- but, I can
remernber just sticking close to my fricnd

Q. Do you havc any recollcction of any of thc
childrrn evcr being naked in the prcsorce of
Fathcr Richa¡d?

À I c¿n't mccificallv rememb€r whcthcr the kids
in thc.sa'una werc-nake¡l or not. I don't

l? Q.
l1
19 A.

Page 3l - Page 36

him into our family's bathtub. I remcmbcr it
vividlv- It was scarv. lt was not ¡leasant.

So utong with'that goes lhe '
frightened kid who w¿s tlrcåt€ned by this vqy
nersn, tiis bmthcr of minc. So there I was
ñot bcine ablc to lell anvone what hanocned to
me- Anã I eouaæ that úith rhe sa-e'f.¿r mv
brothcr probably had in tclling anyo¡c aboui
his ci¡cümstané with Eckoth-.

Q. As lar as you know is your mother the only
Derson vot¡r broths had told ü¡.at Father
fucharl was involved with him imorooerlvl)

À I cot thât information from mv ¿adanil tre ¡a¿
¡elaved the stûrv to me that rív brothe¡ came
into thc housc ád talked lo r¡iv mom about a
timc hc had at the cabin with Éckoth and that
he had this massasc all over. And that's ùe
knowledge tbat I ñavc of my brothcr, thc
mlleclion or stal€ment aboul this.

q. Was it shortly aftrr the time that your brotlrr
had bcÊn homitalizcd that your dad l,old you
these things about your brothcr ¿r¡rd Father
Richard'l

I
x
3

4

5

ó
7
I
I

10
ll

t2
l3
t{
l5
tó
t7
l8
t9

whcnrgmcmber was told
Richard can'tEckroth.

e. I don't
about

be ærtain of that time. All I lrtow is I wos
dc¡ling horrilìc thrcats to mc by my brother.
And now in mv adult vsrrs I can sec where that
dueåt mav havé come lrom on bchalf of mv
brother. I don't beliovc t]rat hc could be ùãr
horrible had it not btrn imposed on him.

have vou eve¡ rc¡brted to St. John's
or to anyonc cónnected wít¡ St. John's that you
bclieve ihat you may have bccrn sexually sbusËd
or exnloitod bv Father Richa¡d?
No- l've iwt livcn basicallv mv dad the
informatión thãt I havc. And lif.e I said
befo¡c, aftcr soeing Eckmth at lhc deposition
on the 20th I wanl to rleterminc through therapy
whethc¡ or not t}¡erc was morc in that sauna

16 becâr¡se the feâr was there on the 20th. I
tz don't renrønber whgtl¡er or not he harmed me in

35
I
)
7

4

5

ó
7Q.
E

I
io
llA.
t2

14
t5

t8
t9
20
2l Q.
22
2J
24
25 A.

tåe water, but her faoe comes to mind.
Tig;e saunas incider¡ts, wrrc they
durine the day or at nigùt or both?
I donl know if tl¡cy were in ùe day. I
belicve thcv were at ninht. And I bclicve
swrmminrin the l¡ke óas at níeht becuse I
rcrrsmber] I can rcrncrnber, beiñg afrdd ofgoing
¡nto thê watcr. dceo into thc water. becausc it
was a ml muckv hottom on the lake. I wos
iust a kid.
Do you rccall beirrg up tlrcre at least on two
occisions, onc during the summer and one rluring
'thc wi¡terÌ,
Yes. bocause I rc¡tpmber tlære is no wav we
could havc bæn in the lqke if it ws€ sríoìving
out, Anrl I don't know, it could have becn
spring, or fall or, you know, I don't know, but
i[ wai ærnperaturcs equål to being able to run
t}rrougfi the woods and jump into a lake. Now, I
don't know how cold it was outsidc or the
speciñc time of thc year. I cannot a hundrcd
ncrcrnl sav when tlat w{s.
So if vou ívent uo there twice do vou rernembcr
havinft any fcar ór hcsiøncy aboui going uj thc
wond tir¡e?

I
2Q.
3

44.
{
6
',
I
I

l0
lt Q.
t2
ll
14 ¡L

32

t7
t8
l9
20
2l
2'
23 Q.
24

and and
becausc thsv rode on u¡c same bus that I rode
on throush iunior hich and hich school. And I
yls SpN4li -- I can-¡s¡nrmbõ¡, you.know, being
friends with dtefl! And they ìã/er€ nice young
mcn. nice, always counoous to rÌ¡c. Bu(, I 've
ncvé moken wíttr them. t would.likc td be
able toþ together with all of these peoplc
that havè brær¡ up therc iust as â support
wstcîr becau,sc ùis is hïrrendous.
Vou've bæn listcd as a witness in the

23
24
25

boys

sbì¡scsexual

l0
uQ.
12

T]
l4
t5 A.
l6
t'l
t8
19

IA

l9
18 Q.

abused brother?
discussion

renember

t
1
4
5

6
1
I
I

l0
ll

l3
l4
l5
t6
t7

a.
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À I do not recåll whether we had our undefwar on
or olf. I rÊmcmbcr the tic,hts on my body. I
don't know ifhe olaced dæm on me. I recall
Eclaoth tæins in iiÊhts.

0. tvvhen he had-thc bl-ack tights on do you recall
if he had his underwur on or off?

I I do not know.
MS. KUGLERT tto furtlrer qæflions.

I
2
3
4
5
6
7
E

I
l0
ll
l2
l3
l4
15

t6
L1

18

l9
20
2t

23
24
25

Pago 4U

I
2

4
5
6
1
I
9

l0
ll
12

13

l4
l5
l6
l7
l8
l9
20
2t
22
23
24
25

L ôHydritybtl
hFÞd b toqpi4 ù.ßiÉdry
lh,tuù tud
lg0l. tudIHhb¡uEbÞFd
@ (q qÉ.f ú ldha ðdry th. F8o
dtbú.lbÞtFtuäic4
lbqdùbú)¡

Page 4l

ffi
MrdôrËl*f ryrb

-turlMt4l MIMådEEt. l{r!. wils

o. And vou've besn told this an<t wanted l,o bclieve- ths for thc last 16 yca¡s, rig.ht?
,t Not for the last 16 ica¡s beLausc I have not

been acruallv trvini to deal with this issrrc
frx tlæ last f6 íear;. I kent this a sccret
bccûuse of that-thrcâl. N<jw in my hcaling of
tñ/ins to understand the victimization I had I
dán't-belicvc that mv hrother could bc ca¡ablc
of those actions had it not bq:n donc to him.

Q. As you grew up that was the nature of the
fanäly dìscussion, wasn't it, that your brother
h¡d hroef, abuscd bv Eckroth?

Â. I b€liev€ so. And I betieve in my family.
Q. Aie you a psYchologist?
À No, I'm not.

MR. sTfc'II: t have no further
ouestions.

MR Qtt¡NLIvAN: I havc no qræstions.
CROSS.EXAMINAITON

BY MS, KIJGLERI
Q. I have a simple one for you. What's.your date

cf bi¡*ht
À

cor¡ld I
then'71

KWler,MR.
th¡t if il

t0
ll
tz
l3
l4
t5
16

t7
l8
t9

I

2

I
4

5

6

1

8

9

t0
ll
t2

t3

l4
l5
l6

t1

t8

t9

20

2t

22

2t

21

23

È¿Érùtld6blh
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Mbl*Ebhdtåür@d

lùd 0! ÉdjÁ pd d¡u bt b .ü@uMEd llÍ{FÐlnrE
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of t[. þ@y íh ùt h se&Holry ¡Ul¡lY:

qÀEqMNø¡¡
wd{b,Mt

3
4
5Q.
6
7
8
,

¡0
II
t2
l3
l4
t5
ló
17

l8
t9

whcn this is allcged to have occurred,
would then be six to nine. not latÊr.

MR. KLIJKÀS: rùanli Yoq
LIS. KUGLER:
Do vou rccall whçn Fath6 Eckoth would put the
tishis on olhers or out thc tichts on hùnsclf
ilthc individuals u'pon whoi¡ tlrc tights were
being put on had thèi¡ underwear on or off?- ùn srlc¡t' t'm EoinB to object as a
rnisstaternmt of the æltimónv ofthis witncss
and mischqr¡cterization of Ù¡ê tcstimony of
this witness. She said she d<¡esn't even
rErnember if Father Eckroth was involved with
anvbodv Duttins thcsc lishts on or off or if
ttnív ¿id ít thcm:selv€s. Ãnd shc didn't
rerñcmbcr if rhey had their clothing on or off.
And thcrefore she's disqualified hcrself from
ans'wering tlat qusstion.
BY MS. KUGLERI
Youa.

a.

Condcnscltry

I :hat's vcrv côÍrrüon. Si¡. I don't know if
z you've dóne any reading on the subjert" but
3 ¡t's very common.
4 Q. But. you have no personal knowledge ùat
s rclates to their - to the boys' claims?
ó À t do not, I have nor spokcrr to ùi¡n in all
7 these veårs.
s e. Ther€is also a clai¡¡ þy a boy na¡ned -- by thc
s - namc of thãt hc had been abuied hy
l0 Father Richard Eckoth. Do you have any
tl knowledge or inform¡tion -
12 A I have no ideâ who is. I've never
13 met tha man. I do not lctow who he is,
t4 MR. KLUKÀS: 'Ihat's all I have then.
IJ CROSS.EXAMINATION
16 BYMR. STICH:

l8
t9

24
2S hiñ.

Q. You¡ brother has dotied being abused by Father
Eckroth. is¡'t ùat riÊht:r

¡, That's côr¡sct. t tallðed to him the other day.
Q. You want to belicve that he was in fact abused- 

by Father Eckrotlu don't you?
À I believe that. I bcliwe if to be rue. I do

not belicvc he could be capahle of tÌ¡e thrcat
a¡d what l¡e did to me had it not beeri

Page37 -Page42Affiliated Court Røpo rters
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STATE OF MINNESOTA

COI]NTY OF STEARNS

DISTRICT COURT

SEVEN]TI JITDICIAL DISTRICT

vs.

John Doe 104,
AFFIDAVIT OF

Plaintiff,

(Ð Ê. t-Q

The O¡der of St. Benedict of the Roman
Catholic Chutrch, a/k/a St. John's
Abbey and Father Richa¡d Eckroth,

Defendants. Court File No. C5-94-2194

srATE OF MINNESOTA )
) ss.

COUNTYOFRAMSEY )

first being duly sworn on oath, deposes and strtes æ follows;

1. My name is IfÌ date of birth is I

currently reside in

2. As a child, I grew up in an a¡ea known æ Fll'nn Town' Flynn Town is an area

of housing located on the base of the campus a-t St. John's Univsrsity, My father was employed

by

3. On va¡ious occasions from 1972 through 1976,I went to a cabin owned by St.

John's Abbey. Father Richa¡d Epkroth, a Benedictine Monk, was my chaperone. Though other

children went to the cabin with Father Eckoth and I, there were never any other adults present.

+. I recalt Father Eckroth sexually abusing me on two specifrc instances while at the

cabin owned by St. John's Abbey, the fi¡st of which occurred while we were playing a game

in the kitchen area of the cabin. During the course of the game, Father Eclqoth would don a

F'FR z lOOt

il
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paù of tights and wea¡ them around the other children. On one occasion, I was the 'winner"

of the game and was directed by Father Echoth to pick out clothing out of a Íeasure chest

located in the cabin. I was then directd to go upstairs 10 a loñ area whe¡e Father Eclroth

followed me. As I was standing on a matEess on the floor of the loft area, Fathe¡ Echoth knelt

down on his knee and undressed me. In the course of undrassing me, Fafher Eckoth insertÊd

his fingers into my vagina.

5. füe seconri incicient oi sexuai abuse occurred when i was in a sauna iocate<i near

the cabin on the same property. I was laying nated in the sauna on my stomach and Fathe¡

Eclroth was carressing the baclside of my body with his hands, including my buttocks.

FTIRTIIER YOITR AFFIANT SAITTI NAUGIIT

Subscribed ând swom to before me this
I 

-day 
of F¿[nrt'avl , 1995. rW

Notary
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10
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PÀTrENr AurEogIz.â,TroN (ì
soR RELaÀsE oF rNEoRlr.ATrou\9 fi I "gi

)
3)

tJ
s)
(

Ttris f s your Êull and suf f icienc auchorizaÈion pursuanc È,o !{inn.
sÈae- 5 144.335. co release t,o STICË, ÀNGELL, KREIDLER e l{UÎH, P.À-, Èheir
represencacives or emgloyees, aII medical infornacfon (including Þuc noe
li¡iced co cha.c whlch involves, treatßcnÈ Eor alcohol or drug abuse' sic.tle
celt aneniar otr oenÈaL ProÞlens) naineained uhile I rras è gacient ac your
f acilicy on any daÈe' ,riÈ,h ¿he tollor¿ing exeepcions:

/V/t N F
the informacion ls needed Éor Èhe Purpose oE a personal injury

laqrsui c,.

5.8. .[,!
"\.)ß^¿-

ceo n or oc. €c. No.

- This åuchorization specifically includes reéords prepared prior to
Èhe daÈe oÉ ehis auttrorizaeion and records prepared afcer chê dac,e oÉ chis
auÈhorizaÈion during che pendency of Èhi.s proceeding (Íncluding clai¡¡s and
poc,enÈial claias). I dò nos auchorize re-release of chis inf,ortacion by
the chird pàEcy.

I undersÈand chaE, I Eay revEke Èhis consenÈ in eriting êc any
Èlue, but EhaE such revocaEloo oay adversely aff,ecc the ccurse oE Èhe
proceeding requiring Èhese records. ggon. Èhe fulfillneng of Ehe above
itated purpose, ghis consent sill auc,oruaÈicatly expire slthouc rny exprÊss
revocaÈiãn. A phoeocopy of Èhis auchorization ¡¿ill be ÈreåÈed in the sa¡re
Eanner as an oitginat. Convcrsaeions by Ehc bearer oE È,his ãuthorizacion
with physiciansr hoíevcr, are¿/are noc au¿l¡orizacion by Ehis release for:¡
(scrike one).

AE

OSØ:
ua

I veriÉy chac che proceeding
gcnding and thac ln€oroacl,on provided
not b€ re-released for PurPoscs noÈ rela

iring lhls informa
È co Ehis

Èhi

tion ls still
rizacion rill

sE rl!¿rE

AÎÎENTION PUBLIC 9ACIL¡TIES: Élnncsota StaÈu.Èe S 15.163 requir:s auEo¡naE'ic
rxgtraCion oÉ È,his auetrorlzåElon onc ycaf lrou'da¿c oÉ auChorizaÈion.

lora approvcd by lllnnosocå SÈåcc Hedical A¡sociaci.on, !{fnnesoca SÈace

losplcal Associic,ton, l{innacoc¡ suaEe Bar'ÀslociåE,ion and i{fnnesoc¡
\sso€iåc,lon of aospical åc,E,oEnay!-
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SAINT IOHN'S ABBEY

BOX 2015

COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2075

OFFICE OF THE ABBOT

Fóranary 22, L995

Re¡e,

n st\ *\

ccs ÀbboÈ Ífuotby

Ri.r.*{

I Ehought, I sboul<l wrÍte out the tsexe of
voice-uail lleasage which came in oû my office pbone late
Èbis norning. .first in caae you should fiud it ugeful
sometiúe.

Aa you lcno¡r, Blshop Burke and Father George WoIf ar-e here
to -oistt Brother Barry. They apparantly dropped The Lfb
Press t,bl,e moraing.

seean¡ Èo hava Father George confused, wit'h FaÈher Elj.as
achaËz. Eê obviouÊLy dLdrrr È recogmize Bfshop 8urke, wbo¡n
he clained to have s¡rokea with about Ricbard, Echroth --
if rty menory Eerves D,e cof,r6ct,ly froo tb,e Eesslon I aet
in oã beËrveoñ and the AbboÈ gome ¡oqtbs Þack.
gere¡g Èbe legÉtage:

iRyaÊ, thls ts call'ing fr@ Tbs
Liturgtcal Preaa ø'E 2326. Two prlests
caoe in fro¡r, I believe' Èhe Babanas t'hlg
uor:c.i.ug. OEe vtas wearl'ng a gilver
pccÈoraL cross. f dld aoÈ geË their
ã.-eE, but, I beliewe I reqeuber the old
EeûtsleÐal ae Father rrÀchaÈzrt perbåfrs-

there quesÈlon to re at tbe È,Lue was oD
Èhe SuEdå,y worebíp ln the abse¡ce of ¿
prlesÈ. Àad' oËl¡er thas shorË rltr¡¿l
books tb¡È we had on Èbe lay ol'uLatry . .
. ah f bad seût, Ëher¡ to the booksüore to
see if they båd a USCC publi.catioa. Now
I¡ve Jutt rus acroag aa article of the
February legue of ñew Theology RevLe¡c.

Àad if t,boge garest,a of, the al¡bey are
still bere, L would Xerox this arElcle.
Ànd I Ehtnk iE'a soaeÈhing they sbould
rcad befora Èhey gro furthcr. So if you
colne up rlth tbelr tlsmêE, I ttoader Lf you
could call back to me. Thanks.n
t ctç

PHoNE 6tz 363-2s44 æFAX 612 363-3082
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Letters to the Editor
Court Dismisses Sex Abuse Gharges

Against Friest at St. John's AbbeY

ff

To the Edito¡i
Last July the 5r. Cloud

(tnabridged published a lengthy
anicle on sex abuse allegations

leveled against Rev' Richa¡d

Eckroü,-OSB. The rePort con-

tained extensive quotations fmm
Ieff Anderson, a TWin Cities
attorney famous for cases of this
sort. The alicle containsd not a
word from the other side.

In August 1994 You Putilished a

letter 
-in which I chided You for

this one-sided presentation- It
may interest you and readers of
the St Cloud Unabridgedloleatrr
thât tl¡e case hâs been sutled. On

Monday, Jr¡ne 6 Pf tlus Year the "
judge signed an order "dismiss- '

ing'? the cæe-"on the merits" and
,.i

"with prcjudice."
The phrâse "on the merits"

indicates. that the dismissal was

based upon the evidence Present-
ed (or'lack thereof¡ rather than on

any legal t€chnicality or Proce-
dural reason. The phrase'\rith
prejudice" meaß that the same

case may not be brought again'

This i¡fonnâtion may be veri-
fied by any interested individual
at tl¡e CourtAdminist¡ation office
in the -Stearns County
Courthouse" The names of the

plaintiffs\remain confidential, as

the law requires.

S¿ Jo6ep¡
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Letter to the Ed!!of:

Sex Abuse Article 'Reveals
Only One Side of the Story'

Althorgh your monthly papcr, the 5t, Cloud Umbridgcd. is claimcd
to bc a nêwspâper of indepth articles, thc an¡clc titlcd 'Cleryy Scx
Abuse..." in issuc #3 (July 1994) hardly fits this descripùon.

Out of ¡ total of some 6O column-inchæ, morc than half æc diçct
quot¡tions from a single sourcÊ, attorney JcffAndcrson. Tfic final çar-
ter of thc ûrticlc is a heavy dosc of Jcff Andcnon praising Ieff
Andersonl ls thot what "in-dcpth ' means these days?

Particularly disgusting to myself and to his many friends in the arca

is the discussion of the case of Rev. Richard Eck¡oth. You have pre-

scnted in Anderson's words what is pmbably toiog ¡o bc his dramatic
opcning argumenl. Not I word fmm any othcr sourcc, no{ evcn the offì-
cial spokesperson for thc abbeyl

l¡ would intcrest many of your reade¡s to know tlut Fa6sr Rich¡rd
hss c¡tetorically denied lhe accusatiols made by Jefi Andc¡son. B{¡t
rcaders c¿n't lcam that from your "in-dcpth' articlc.

Also missing from your aniclc is a cle¿r st¡æment lhat Anderson's
entirc case r€sts upon lhe unsubstantialcd mcmorics "rccalled" ¡fter
morc than 20 ycars with the assisuncc of a pychiatrist. Thc pnctition-
ers of assisted mcmory rccall, and of coursc aÍomay Andcrson, are

wildly enthusiætic about this new method, but many othcr psychiatrisu

arc vcry skeptical. lo s¿y the lcast. about thc tn¡thfulness and ¡cliabili.
ty of the method.

A simple and cvcnhanded discussion in laypcrson's tc¡ms of the
cloims and doubts th¡t surround this tcchniquc can bc found on psgcs

184-186 of Sciencc News of September 18, 1993. The samg article
dcsc¡ibcs thc False Memory Syndrome Foundation, found¿d in 192 to
providc information ând support to members of morc than 2.,1@ fimi-
liæ who contcnd úrût they havc be¿n falsely accused of ssxua¡ abusr,

lf you knew Fathc¡ Richard as I. his brother, do or as many othcr
pcoplc in the St. Cloud arca havc comc to k¡¡ow hifi, I lhink that you

would find it difl¡cu¡r or impossìble to give any crcdcncc to Jeff
Anderson's story. l-acking lhat expcricnce, you will have t! await Útc

outcome of the trial.
I do cxpect that you, os editor, will be so gracious as to publish a 60

column-inch rerraction whcn the case of FEther Richard iS completed,

Charles A. Eckroth
St, Joseph, MN

(Edito¡'¡ note: Sr. Cloud Uubridged altcmpled to coDtåct thc
abbey spokesperson by telcphone for comment on Rev. Rich¡rd
Eck¡oth and ü¡c suit filed against him but ncvcr received a rclum ca¡l.
lffe apologize for not noting that in the anicle.)

ëI4TTEE
of Mu¡ic¡l lnstrunenu

Lhr¡srialliry, 8ur thË ¡udeism rhar
I w¡s encountgring in Jewish
¡ources--¡nd cvcntually came to
crrcounter in Jcwish homcs and

synagoguas*w¡s very much
alive and beüing rïc ftuit ofholi-
nass. It was ¡ ¡obla a¡d vitâl frúür
which h¡d spiritually ¡ustained
countless Jcws amidst untold p€r-
secutions--mainly at thê hânds of
Christiens.

Soon I camc.to rtalizc that thc
anti-Semitism mrnifcstcd
throughout Ch¡istian history was

rooted in ús arti.¡udsism of
Chrisian thcology.

Confrontlng Mlsl¡rfornr¡llon
Along with, urd ælat€d to, the

moral praülcm of ir¡ti-Scmitism,
thc¡p was a pmfound theological
prcblun with which I kncw I h¡d
to dc¡l: si¡cË lhe c,lu¡irh's idc¡rti-
ty h¿d bccn built ln la¡g¿ part
upoß mislnfo¡mation about
Judaism, I wondc¡rd if thc¡c was

a way of rcconstnrcting Christian

meur o¡ ly/J¡ ¡ltc tjtirtcù ùtðtcs
Council of Bistrops emphasized
the æriousnqcs of tl¡e new
Christian encount?r with Jcws
and Judaism, The bishops
claimed that "thc brief sugges.
tions otr Cåtholii-Icwislr ¡Èlations
of thc Vatic¡n Council havc bæn
ukcn up by somc thcologiansr but
thcir implícations for theologlcal
renewal have not yet been fully
crplorcd."

To a large cxtent, my own tho-
olog.ical enterprise has becn and

remains a response to the chal-
tengc of the Amerlcan bishops to
explorc these implications,

New Christi¡¡ Vlcrv
Along with a gmwing number

of Christian thcologians, I have
been worklng on fomrulating a
new Oui¡tia¡ undcnunding of
Jud¡ism and, consegucntl¡ a ncw
Ch¡istisn sc¡f-uIrdcrsta¡ding in
relatior to Juddsm.

God. Tor¿h, and the covonant

(n9 unns¡¡an cummuntly, has
cndurcd througl unlold persccu-

tions prcciscly bcc¿use of thcir
ßpùitual ûnd moral vitality.

I have thercfo¡e be¿n forccd to
dcvelop a new understanding of
Jud¿ism. And slncç altc c¡rsrcrrt
idêntity hä3 bccn formed i¡ ¡ela-
tion to a cåricåturË of ludaism,
my nêw uúdcrstánding o[
Judaism has inevitably led to a

rsformulaaion of my Christian
self-understúding.

I h¿ve discovered a way to bc
Christian while at thc sam€ t¡me

acklowledging thc permanênt

validity of ludaism. And I am
pleased that the abiding validity
of Judaism hos been aftrrmed by
thc Cathotic chu¡ch and a number
of othe¡ chu¡ches in the recent
prst.

Nevetthelcss, the¡e still cxists
within thc chu¡clres, including thc

C¡tholic ct¡urdt, the widcsprcad

(See JUDAISM p.3)
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Health Environment
Capsule

Heal . vtbtatlon .
Ion¡zed Alr. Sounds .

AromtThanpy

Alphamassâge combines
sênsalions to Produce a
state of prolound relax-

ation thet réli€ves mental
& physlcal stress

556 - 25th Ave. N,

St, Cfoud, MN 56303

æ
GFTEUnD

Cotfee & Tea House
f I W. Minnesota St.
St. Joseph,363-1011

oWhøn çollea lls sørued,
there Is glace, splendoun

lrídndshîp ønd
happíness'

Take a break from the
heat and try our lced

Lattés, lced Mochas, or
Italian Sodas.

Rour a
sr. aNÞ, Etil{Esora !6Ðt

Èu¡: lõt21 252{4ee
REs: lõ12ì 363-tæ6



Eulogy: -. - - --r by S. Jane Weber. 9ll2/95
2 Cor. 9:7 -141' Ma¡lc I 0: I 3- 16, 28-30

"Now the one wlro provides seed for the sowing and bread for food will provide the seed

for you to sow. He will multiply it and swell the harvest ofyour benevolence, and you
will always be rich enough to be generous."

This passage ñom Paul speaks ctearþ ro me of As tlte third oldest in a

family of fourteen childreq med the richness of generosity, She spoke often of

the love and acceptance she always received &om her parents and siblings, the harvest of

benevolence that Paul speaks of. In speaking ofher fanilS rdþ rernembered

that famiþ celeb¡ations were a big part oftheir life. Special times like birthdays, were celebrated

with her father bringing home a special treat, and her mother bakíng a cake. She remembers her

parents as hard-working. Her mother was specially trained in tailoring, an art which she passed

on to

The faith-life in her early North Dakota days was enríched by daily Mæs and the rosary

prayed in cotrtrnon in her home. I so grateñrlþrenæmbered other North Ðakota

neigùbors and friends: Father Hildebrand Eickhoff who was instrumental in geaing Cæholic

teachers into public schools. The , Father Luke and Father Urban, and her next door

neighbor, When she left home to seek God in this monastic comrnunitS

she rccalted asking her father for a blessing, perhaps aæther inûuence of tie Benedictines who

taulht her in grade school. She laughingly remembered rurning errands as a child for the rewa¡d

ofa cookie.

In her declining yeaÌs at St. Scholastic4 those ofher close knit frmily who lived nea¡by,

rd Father Richar{ spent many hours with he¡. The Sisters and staffat St. Scholastica

know this wâs a great combrt to her, as was the loving service of everyone there.

a kind a¡d gentle person. Hospitality was second nature to her. She

also had a special love for teaching children In this she certainþ tesonated with the Gospel story:

.tet the children come to me for the kingdom belongs to such as these." Whar was also

important to rs that her teaching career was carefirlþ interwoven in Commuity
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May 30, 1996lSaint Cloud Visitor/Page 19

Father Richa¡d Eckroth rvas born
in Mandan, N. D., made his first profes-
sion of vows in
1946, studic{Ì
philosophy at
the lnterna-
tional Benedic
tine College of
St. A¡selm in
Rome for tlrree
years and was
ordained t¡ the
priesthood in
1952.

He taught philouophy at St. John'e
University (1952-76), was thc assistant
to the novice maeter (1961-53) and to
the master of brothers (1953-56),
served se the maeter ofbrothers (1956-
64) and ss a faculty resident in student
housing at SL John's (1964-67).

He was also in charge ofthe abbe/s
stamp and coin collections and was the
communiLy's wine rnaker and keeper of
the wine ccllar (1983-76). He also served
as chaplain ol, the rnonastery, college
and high school of St. Benodict St.
Jo'seph (196?-73).

Faf;her Eckroth begari his pastoral
ministry as assistant at St. Augustine
Church, St. Cluud (19?3-?4) and Seven
Dolore Church, Albany (1974-76).

From 1977 to 1993 he servod at the
abbey's foundetion in lhe Bahamas. He
was the sssociate pastor of a church in
Nassau, then took charge ofeix church-
es on the Family lsland olcAndr,os, and
later oversaw the construction ofa now
church on the Famiþ Island of tsimini.

He is currently in chorge ofthe abbey-
parisb cemetery and monastic bu¡ials at
St. John's and is a subo¿ìh.rte châplain.
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'SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY" ,

BOX 2015

COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015

OFFICE OF TH€ ABBOI'

July 16, 1996

Sincerely iq Chrj.st'

':; r'i i":.;r'lj

Dear &tr. and X[rs .

thank you for your kíld letter a¡d geserous gtft' t€ Saiot
.roh¡'J Àbbey ou Èhe occag:loo. of Fr. Richard Eckrothts
ftftÍetb a¡níversary as a Prlest-

Your gitÈ ts a fittiag trtbute'to a- mo¡k who l¡as used bis
taleols aelflessly i-ü the Éerr¡ice of bis üonasEic
Çomuû'ity aD'd Èhe ehrlrclr.

May inuer peace abor¡nd ia you.and nay God coqtiûue to
blees you all.

*
, (Ni8

TKlkr

pHoNE 612 363-2544 FAX 612 3ó3-3082
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REV. FICHAND ECXBOTH
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Rev. Richard Eckroth celebrates Golden Jubilee
RÉV RICHARD Eckroth.

OSB. s mcñb¿r of St John'¡
Ábbcy. Col,rScv¡llE, M¡nßctda. i6
cclrbr¡r¡n8 J0 ycrrr ol Núñlt'
meñt lo thÊ Bcncdlctlñc ñon¡ilic
*sy of lile.

Rcv É¡lfolh did ptilortl *ork
in ahc B¡hffi.i fNm t97.1993.
, A nstivc ol MÀtrd¡n, Norrh
Dako¡a, Fr Richard m¡de hir fißt
profÈl3lon o[ vows or July 11,
1946. H¿ wer drd¡¡n.d to lh.
plicsthood in 1952.

Alrc. l*hin8 phlloþOhy ât Sr
Johr'¡ Urlr.nity lnd !crviñB in
v¡tiou rdñini¡lr¡liYC ¡nd p.r.
¡or.l to¡h¡onr, F Rlchard wsa
6l8n.d (o thc D¡hrm¡a úhcrc hG
f¡[t ßdad s rha àsist.nt prlot
ol Hoiy FaDlily Chueh, Robi¡son

Abbot Baldwtn Dworschak
of SLJohn's Abbey dies at 9O

Rmd.
Hc alÞ llved snd workcd et st

^u8úrlinc't 
Morsrcry. Fox Hill,

Hr ¡han mr rrmcd prrôr of Holy
F!ñilt Chur.h b.for. bcint
!$¡8¡cd ro làkc rrc of rh¿ lhrcc
Crrhol¡c cburcñG! on Soü(h
Ardru lud the lhrcê cfiurchê! ¡t
Mmgrovc Cay.

Dùr¡¡8 lhe nc¡t Gi¡hl yc¡ß hc
did c¡¡añrivc rcp¡lr ¡nd mrintc-
nrne rcrl, pullin8 ¡¿s rool¡ on
th. chrrchÊ¡ !r Llltl? Crc.l,
KcBp" D.y. ånd Higtr Rock rs
wêll rs îr Dchring Polnt, Norlh

Hc åls ft¡lrhd âll th€ ¿hurch.!
oo South Ànd.c s! wll ¡! Haly
An8,Èli Church .nd St Bcned¡clb
C'fiúrcù ¡t Maô8rdê Csy.

l¿ 1987 Fr Rich¡rd wss
asitrêd lo Bimini whcr€ he suftlr-
vi¡cd the côns¡ructiôn of lhc ¡Èrv
lloly N6FG Cïurcù on rhrl island.
Whln rhôl proj.cl *¡¡ coñpl.rd
h. rclurn.d to St 

^ußuirin€'¡Mon¡Ftcty iñ N!3so !¡d contin-
ucd h¡r p¡ttorrlrtnhlry to vÀrioos
Ncw Provld?nc F rhhc¡.

lr 1993 F¡rhèr R¡ch¡rd
rctuûcd toSr John'i r\bhcy*lErc
hc ¡! in chrt8c of th. ¡hlEy.p¡rkh
cemclcry .nd dorr ruhrliltrtc
choph¡ncy wor* ¡t wìùctrri ônd
rêlircñ.nl .cnlrcr {r rÌ¿ Cdl.
lcgcvillc arer.

DurinE Lent {lris ycfr ì.
rclùhcd lo tl¡é B¡hrns for ñ i¡r
ùæk.' ví¡ir.

ÂBBOT B¡ldwin Dwdchsk,
OSB, ¡i¡th ¡bbôt ol Sl John'r

^bbcy 
Col¡c8êvíllc, M¡nn.tol!,

dlcd on Jùnc 16 ItoD å hc¡rt
att¿ck whil?.r¿cuper¡tirB ítoñ
color cûncri: Hls luncr.l Ãnd
bùrlcl vcr. 8t Sl Johnt Abbëy6
Jùñe 19,

Abbot Baldwln, who ças thç
rrli3lou! !ùtEriot ot tbc B.ncdiÞ
tine ñonk!.êrùing ln lhc
Båh¡f,a!, rrr Abbot of St tohnb
lroñ l9$?¡.

Abbot D¡ldvin r.r born 90
vÊaß .ro oñ M¡rc¡ l. 1906. l¡
ärc¡di¡i $rim¡¡¡n. Hq ¡[cndcd
St Jahn'. Pr¿ftrr¡lott, Schoo¡,
Un¡vcrr¡t, ¡nd Scñiî.¡y, Drd.
h¡a flr¡l ptolc¡tion ot vowa à¡ a
n.ncd¡dío. monl lD 1927 iñd w¡¡
ordôlncd lo tht 0rlotlltood ln
t931.

Hc t¡ulht En8li5h. Gli$or nfd
m.t¡l crrlt clalt.i !l Sl Johô'|.
,cryad ! lhc Ieþt ln . tludcñl
ddmhûy ü rirll o Dên of Mc[
¡ùoêr¡or ol non¡ali. rr¡ctlhood
6tJd¡nl¡. ând Pilot ot'r!@od.io-
Mñ¡íd ol llÉ mil¡ti! düñu'
rlrv. Hr elr clcqcd lbbd iÍ ¡950
b:ua..d AblEl 

^kul¡ 
Dcù@h

¡lc cùort ¡r h¡¡ tuidlr8 ñotlo â
ôll¡ß f.m thc nub oa St Bêtr!-
ill.t whÊr.ht thc .bhol h .orn.
Élkd "¡o æt! nthc. lhar to tr+
s¡da'dlf lh! cmiltr¡llt

ThrÉa of thc maiot av.ßl! ol
Abbot Olldrio'¡ twsd.!.¿¿ lcm
ol omF Êæ: llç tt.P¡llim ol ¡
t@-y.ù truild¡r¡ pl.n fd llc Col-
lc¡cv¡ltc c¡mpu¡ lhal includad ¡

ricw abbiy and
trnivcr!ily
chtrrch
delifned by tho
wolld-
¡c¡owncd
srchilccì. Msr-
el Brcùcr; lhc
ifrÐlcñênta-
üDi of rhe
dccra¡¡ of th¿

¡¡d l.tcr a! lhc cutlodian of lht
êbbcy.p¡rith ccñ6lcry ¡l Col.
l¿!.v¡llc. OnÊ ol llÈ v¡lucd $Fþct
to-rh€ ffud.ñb ol sl Johnrr *s hh
dollt r@rdiît òf l!xú@t u¡tl'
m.nlr lot tholc sho hrva lhc
lqm¡ns dl{bi¡it, ol dydèrl. lhlt
ñrL. lt dimcult lor lheß ¡o rc.d
tlE printcd paßo,

ñ lg{üt on rùÈ @don of lhc
ffih rnnlwrsH of hl¡ otdinrtíq
lo rh. üidùqíd. Abbot 8¡ldwl¡
i.c¿lw¡ rhc Pü Cù¡tl¡ Awrd, rhc
tr¡Bidt iorout ù..lowcd bt hft
¡lmr mit4.,

F|NANC|ALDotllilloNs Mondìr-Tìúdd'y¡c¡rion¡
On Julv 2a.Aueusr 2. Kid- tlll b¿ h.ld sl lo¡fr, I l:l.lam.

don Lifc lvortd OikE¡ci Mtñ- l2r3opn ind 7:30pm ¡nd Fridny
Idri6 úll hcr thGlr 21d Antr!' *sioneâ17:30pm.
.sl Fínârcirl Domlnioñ Confcr.
enæ åt lhc chmh's vorkshoP CALVAñY OELIVERANCE
enrq25 Chsope¡ko Rosd. TtIE l4th Annú¡l Coir¿n-Or ,Uly 28 rl I0:30rd. t;oß of Crtvrrv ¡Jrltvêrrnc.
Flt:ml wilþr. k¡ior 9ü!Õt oÍ church sll¡ b! 'hrt¡J Jxty 2t_28
Ki.tdon Fir¡l lnlcrrrlion¡l undc. rhè lhcmc..Wniti;t wirh
Cìûrch ,n Dirbrd6. r¡il t9àt (hc Rfßhr ExFd¡rion.,. '
oô "Corpor6l. Atp.cl¡ ot

fili"îil,î:ï::,":; fl"l$ crnsrue xuc
ß.6h ùil ¡øt ú 'Flnùr.i¡l TtfE FOI.LOWINO s.t'
Donini¡jo rlrou¡h Scry¡co.- vl€t w¡ll bc lEld ¡t Chrlil lhc
Pr.tor Srool! h-r. fouôdld I(itr8 AnalL.n Clrurch, Ridgc'
ñrnv lucc.3rful bù¡hccta!. lald Pr.l w.*
inclüd¡trr thc finl computer sunds$ lnm o¡d i0¡m - s¡¡.|
æhælof C¡mn¡. M.$ àñd cfron çith F{hc¡

Orhcr rn¡¡lcr¡ lrcludc Renfu.ly drown: ?lSllpm'
M¡rhi Sm¡¡ì;, ditc.ku oldcvct Solcmh lìvcil*otrP. rorrhon ñtrd

Ðpñctrl rt Kh8.w!y 
^sdcnry 

lÉn¿úirli(1r wllh li llrowr.
snd dircctor of cduc¡llon ål Mond.y: 76m - Mñrñ: ó0m-
Chr¡tl¡¡r LIlc Chùrchi Rich Conli¡ni¡im clru.
wor¡l¡im, pmldcnt of r Chr¡É
tl¡' buincl o'8cn¡nli"l: tl! ¡Ut g¡tNtS p¡nlSn

'jä,î,å.1T"í"ili bl$tï;ji . rHE Fo¡.Low'N c ße,-

ìüüi'.''i'ü¡ji;i ]o¿' jnä"'. vlcd,w¡ll b¿.lrcld it All s¡in¡s
6l Doh¡n¡or Amb.sadÕt¡ IÍc rrmo: '
tn Florid¡. SùndrY: ?tm åild lllrñ -

",Ïru'¿rul,#m,*:n 
i"'fr,1.b,å$ü.ii;'l'-{'i"lÎí

E¡t.mú F¡irh Minlrttlú lÍlcr- Enrc''
r¡lional. 

^llttd 
Sæütt, 9rcri. T@tdry: &30¡ñ - Mà$ il

d.nl of ¡lrltilh 
^naric¡r 

¡]¡nt. St. Lúl¿'r Ch¡ncl' Ptlncct¡
¡nd v¡cG ch¡n..tlo! ol th6 Mltßrlcl lldFil¡lì ?l¡$Pm -Andlsñ diM. l¡n.. Rublê DoFr Mkhr.l Ohlcil rllt lÉ
Ñoiìr¡c will olo þrf . ord¡lîcd lo thc pr¡slhood
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sr. Johnr e Àbbey
Co11egevil1e, Minn. 5ó321
uay,1997

Many nice things håvè happened since my 1åst letter, but perhåps
Èhe nlcest of these things ûas the treeû light that the åbbot gave ne
on April 29th to r€turn to the Bahanas on å pe!úanent basls. Ea¡lier
this yesr che neo PrÍor fo¡ the Eorsstery in the Båhådar had åsked ße if
I woqld be ullllng to rsturn co !hê BÂhanss Bíth him uhen he ÈÉkèE over o¡
JUly 1st. I rold hln I could be vèry uilling if the sbbot would gíve his
approval. Nou the abbot has ilono thís Ànd I sill be returoing to l{as€su
on June 30t.h. the¡e are four of us priests goíug to Naasau at ¿hi9 tiúe
ênd a16o 2 junior uonks co apen¿l the 6úEBer there and help uith thê
fixlng up, I exp€ct Eo be sratiqned in Nesssu ¿t Èhe Priory, but rhe¡d
nígbt be occasioas Èo travel out to sode of the íslands from rine to time.
so after July lst my address wilI be: st. Augustine's Monaste¡y, Box N-394
Nêssau, BAIIAMAS. The relephone nuuber has a ndw code alsot 2tt2 364 l33]

Before returnlng co the Sahamas I expect Èo víi!it j.n North Dskota,
My plan is ¿o visic there about the cine of nepheu úeddiûg in
Ìlendan on Jline ?ì'- ThåÈ çi11 be ân appropriate riue, for it ís also
the bírÈhdåy of nd ue, a nice occasion to celeh¡6te! I hBve already
celeþrstsd the good news to Eoú€ axtent by taking a 2-dÂy trip up to the
cåbln on Ssenson Lake ne¿r Benidj{. I wag all ãLone, but had e very
pleBsant, peaceful Ei[e et the old cabia, The only traces of snow uete a
fèr ÞatcheB in the deep woods, and thie road sas nice and dry so I could
drive right to the door of the cabin. I díd a little fork by reuoving
óoEe oIó br¡nches ¿nd rotten logu from Èhe yård. hlkerl û blt th¡ough Lhe
woode over to the âdjoíning Lake, And¡usiårwhere our property used to
rooch, I vas surprised to see some ice still qû Lake Anðrusi¿, eveû
though the !líssieeippl Ríver flows through the lower 'end of thís Iake.
Anothe¡ surgrige vas to Beo e lsrge beaver lodge on swên6on Lake only o

shorÈ dlstÉncä fron ou¡ boÊt dock' 
^nd 

there was plen¡y of evidence
thåt the beave¡s had been fusy ttrrough the sinter cutIinB dovn popptre
tEeeE fo¡ food. I èven dried tne sauna one evening befote going to beÀ,
6nd ít was very goocll

These weeks have Been note g¡d ¡rore eígns of *pring, even thougb
the ûíghts have often been freezíng. one day the woods we¡e fu}1 of
f¡og cio¿kíngr as they case out, of tììeJ.r winte! hibern6.tlon. !{ore ¿nd
qori wild flovera are malcÍn¡ Eheir âppêaEanceo litBIe uiolets end anaLt
whífè flo\rrrs like violets in shape. I even got slung by e mosq"--
bêfoÌe 1 noticed hin and put hin out of existence, I stopped by
houge one dsy on Kreúer Lake r and ue {e!e both surPligéd ¿o see a large
fl,ock of loons ôr his lake' I say surptised' for loons are aloays in
pairs, only one pair of them to a Iake through the €unrDer Eo a 1ake.
ihig nust have ðeen c floGk of 50 or thore of Eheo migtÀÈiag no!th for the
suûúeÌ, I hâd juÊt nêvet before secn 6ucha flock. An'! another sigo of
apríng oas che wood tick I fouûd in ny hair' I bave be':Û spending ¿ lol
oi ti-e in the çoods hêuling eut fire woqil thst I h¡d rplít fros desd oak
treês I have beeE cÉing dovn. ¡ h¿ve cut down dozens ûf such EreêF'en¡
they ere iot 1it¿1e trees either, soúe even 2 feec Ín 'lianeter'
and Eany othe¡ f¡íende have been hauling hoúe some Sood fuel foE thé
wínter. One dsy ûhen I vas harrliüg sucha load on the líttlê nsrros
gague trsck that I use' the truck broke do{n sith the ftont vheêIs
ãoIlapsed. It surs lookeil like Eheend of the road for this truck' But
the ¡sechanic ac ¿he Sarage'looked iÈ ove¡ and discover'?d that iÙ vas only
the shock abeorbere ihat that coúe loo6e'rand he uas able to fix ühen
in Ehort or¿e!. tror this I was very grateful, for I h'tve fouBd it to be

r Do8Ë h¡rdy vehicle for working in the sooC8.

ON Aprí1 lTth votd caEe fron Nêssau that Bro. gEnry had died'
It wá¡ foi híE ôxpscted dearhÈ tha! I hBal þuilt the coffin when I waÊ Èher
ln Fébruarü ånd u;rch. 8ur I did not exDect EheD ¿o use it ao soon'
E.is cancer progreEsed very raPídly al Èhe end. Fr' Abbot {eot to NaGsau

for the tuoåral uhich was a vãry big onè, with the 900r studenÈa and
hund¡eds of other friends attendi¡g. lie had been the.baker for yeels
u.d f.d tot a ray iDto the hearts of the studente wlth hir paateries'
fhey are going to oies hin. Àt St. JohDrs we h¿d a uenoriál neÊs ât
thâ sarÂÊ tloa as he ne3 beLn8, bulled In Nasaau'

¡At St. Johû's con6truction hã5 begun on an 4ddítion to the sporÈ8
fsclliry snô field. This !eceseítsÈs¡ the the teBovel of 2 sÈo¡e ticket
booÈhs I hait builÈ of stoûe and ceúent in the eatly 60's' I'Û sure these

sí1l be replaced along rí¿h a neo Prese box in a neu facilicy. t had al¡o
helped ro build rlie o1d press box even e4r1íet than the tickeç boo¿hs'
I guèrs evêntu¿11y all the o1d u{11 púas ¿vsy jusc ar wc do.

'ß-ts
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lJohqo*.^ Bç¡r*c.{ ri ltirs Sr,rrrrrrel^ l?77
MEET THE NEW CREW

Saint Augustine's Monastery (S^AM) is

pleased to welcome tfuee Benedictine monks of
Saint lohn's Abbey, Collegeville, Minnesota, to

assist ln the daily worship a¡d work of this

Bal¡amian community.
Father Ríchard
Eckrolh, OSB, is no

strar¡ger to thc
Bah¿mas, having done
prwious pastoral work
here for 16 yeårs
(1917-93). Bom in
Mandaq Nortll Dakota,

7l years ago, Fr. Richard made his first
profession of monastic vorvs at Saint John's i¡
1946 and was ordained to the priesthood in 1952.

He taught philosophy at Saint John's University
and served in va¡ious administrative and pastoral
positions in Minnesota.

Assigred to the Bahamas in 1977, he first
servod as tt¡e associale pastor and pastor of Holy
Famity Church in Nassau" He then was named

pastor of six mrssio¡r churches on Andros Island.

During bis eight-)€ar term therg Fr. Rich¡rd did
e¡<tehsive repair and maintenance worþ puüing

new rooß on the churches at Little Creek,

Konp's Ba¡ High Roclq and Bchring Point and

painting a number oftbe churches on this Family
Island of the Bahamas.

In 1987 Fr, Richard became pastor of Holy
Name Church on the Island of Bimini where he

supervised the construction of the new church.

Hé retumed to Saint John's in 1993 wlrere he

was in charge ofthe abbey-parisb cerneæry and

did chaplaincy work at convents and retirement

centÊrs,

Delighted to be back in the Bahamas, Fr,
Rjchard has besl appoinl¡d the plant manager of
the monasæry and chaplain of Saint Martin's
Monastery. He is putting his practical

experience and expertise as a carperìter,

electrician, and general handyman to good usq
and the community here is gratefirl for his

contributions.
Fathe¡ Antony
Hellenhøg, OSB, was

bom in Chicago 58

years ago. He entered
Saint John's Abbey in
I 960 and was ordained

to the priesthood in
L966. He has the

T.
t-
:

6

Master's degree both in German language and

literature and in folklore.
For tlre past ten years Fr. Antony served as

the Director of Academic Advising at Saint
John's and was responsible for assisting students

in the ñ¡lûllment of their graduation

requirements. Prior to this work he had served

as the coordinotor ofspocial events, as a faculty
resident in college housing and as a teacher of
Geman.

Fr. Antony worked seven years ¡u¡ an

instructor in mathematics and science at the

Howard School for læarning Disabled Students

in Atlank, Georgia. He also did contract work
forthe Smithsonia¡¡ lrstitution and the Library of
Congress in Washingtoq D.C., in the area of
German folklore.

This past year Fr. Antony rras on a sabbaticål

leave during which he fint studied educational

computing services and then pursued courses in
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JARVIS I.{EARING 22 DECEMBER T997
ADDENDUM I

IN T}iE SUI¡MER.OF I995, I ADDED THE
ÏO MY IIST ,AFTER 8EI¡''. T'LD THAT

, WISHED ÏO
NÔ . I -O . 20 ,2i REPRESãNf I NG THREE

{D
NO .22 WOULD TI.1EJ\I EECOME THE -
AUGUST I NE PAR I Sl'1)

JT DECEMBêR I997

Frl I I or¡/ r NC NON-SAUNA YOUNG PE0PLE

<=f MF 1 Ann

OF THE FOUR SONS OF

I F EAS T ST, CLOUD ( ST.

TI..iE TWO FAMILIES HAD.JOINTLY FILED A P:lITIOi''i AGAINST FRS.ECKROTH
ANO DAHLHEIMER, (I BELI=Vi- TJiIS PET:TiON ìdOULD BE THE S=iONO SUCH IN
1i..ii CAR,EER OF DAI-iLI.iE IMER).

OUR DEPOSiTiON IN FAVOR OF TI-íE TWO ã.IMILIE5 WAS GIVEN CN 20 OEC I99I+
AND CN l0 !iANUARY 1995,4N ADDEÐ DEPOS iII0N ,AND CR0SS-EXAMiNAII0N. ll-1É
îWO DEPOSifIONS T0fAL APPR0XIMATELY 280+ PAGIS 0F iR^ANSCRiTT AND RÊPRESãNT
AP.OROXIMAl¡LY / 10 t6 hOURS OF TESTIMONY. IT WAS DURING ÏilE SECOND SUCiI
EVENT T¡IAT I RECALLID THAT I HAD ALR.-ADY IN I978.80 TALK:D WIÏh'THE FIRM
OF QUINLIVAN AND QUINLIVAN AND HAD B==N TOLD, AS I HAD AE=N 3Y THRE:/FOUP.
OÏ;NER ALUMNI ATTORNEYS IN TI..1E ST,CLCUD AR5A, THAÏ THE SiÀÏUiE OF LIMITAÏIONS
laAD RUN ITS C0URSE ALRE.ADY BY I978. CN l0 JANUARY I995, I iOUND MYSELF
SEiNC- DEPOSãD ÊY TÍiE SA,TE LAW FIRM înA I HAD i5-I7 Y5,ARS EÀRl-lER HAD I0LD
ME I COULD NOI FILE FCR, EITIiE:?, CRIMINA.L,iCIVIL ) PROCE=DINGS AGAINST
ECKR,CTi-i . I I/iAS lRYING ÏC KEAP MY ALL=GATIONS INSIDE ÎI-iE CÏURCH Ai THAÏ
TIM:. TiiA' WAS A MISlAKí.

WE L3FT TiiÉ 
'O 

JANUARY i996 DEPOSITICN AELIEVING ECKROi-{-DAHLIIEIMER
WOULO B= PROCESSED TI.iROUG¡.i A CTVIL PROCgEDING IN MARCI-{ I.496. Af't APPEAL
WAs SUCC=SSFULLY, SOUGHî AT THE MiNNESCTA APPELLATE LEVEI- ANO iHE CIVIL
PR,OC=:DING WI-{ICH I-iAD 8E=N RESCHEDULED FOR MAY I995 WAS DRCPP=D.

I UNDER,STAND TIiAT ThE VÊR,Y YOUNGASî SCi\I OF )tD RËCÊiVE A

L I M I TÊD COVERAGE OF PSYC:i IATR I C CARE CN Ti-l: DAHLHË IMER S iDE OF THE
PEÏITiON.

IN îr-iE MONTHS REMAINING OF I995, I A5SeS5ÍD AS SEING IN THE SAME
CONDTTiON MENTALLY AND PI-iYSICALLY AS i HAD FOUND MYsELF IN M'iD-I978 WHEN

I AEGAN TO SëE DR JOHN MCNAMARA OF CMMI..1A-ST CLOIIN M'NAMÂRÀ fS NOW RETIRED
AND LIVING IN LITTLE FALLS. BY THE ENO OF I995 HAD HAD UNDERGONE, AND I FOUND IÏ DIFFICUL'| 10 APPROACIi HIM AS I-iIS ANGER (IT T=
MINT,}, UNOELfEF, GRIEF I"/OULD I/TELL UP ,AND CI THOUGHT) BURST THE MANfS
HEART. ON Tt^/O OF Tl-lE vISIÍS I MADE TO HIS HOME, wE WALKEO CUTSIDE FOR AIR.
IHE MAN STARIEÐ TO SOA 50 HARD THAT, '/illEN I PUT MY ARMS AR0UND HIS SiiOULOERS
10 ÎELL HIM '/E BOTH HAD TO BE STRONG FOR OUR FAMILIES, THAî MAN WEPT SO
HARO I THOUGHT HI5 SKELSTON WOULD COME APART. Th/O BLIND-5IDED MEN,SiANDING
IN Tl-lE SNOw AND COLD.IT¡iO MEN r¡/HO TRUSTINGLY PLACED THEIR CI-i ILDREN IN HARMr S

WAY AND ARE LEFT WITH NO R,ECOURSE. I ÏHINK THE ONLY REAL GOOO I DID HT5
FAf\4 ILY WAS TO BE WITH A MAN WHO DID NOT WANT HIs WIFE 10 ST: MORE OF HIS
r trAR>,

ADDENDUM I I

WIr=N I RECEfVeD lHE SUBPOENA TC GIVe T=STIMONY ON 20 DEC:,YSiR I9-q4 Af
THE r-iAND OF RENE MCGRÅW,05ts - A SpOK=SpE,R5ON/FACILI'i'AÍ0R FoR. THE A88EY
AND CLASS MATE OF FRS A,D,AND E - I WAS GREATLY AGIIATED T0 SEE TFiAr I
WAS To BE cALLED To GIÚ€ TEsITMoNY IN FAVOR OF EC.KROîH/DAi.'iLiiEIMER' I THEN
PREPARED TWO TAPE RECOROiNGS GIVING MY HISTORY INTO THlS AF-ÅIR UP ÏO
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JARVIS HEARING 22 DECEMEER I997
ADDêNDUM I I-CONlINUED

]1 DECEMEER I997

THAT 0ATE- APPECXII'rAr¡Ly r5 DECEMEÊR I99q. EACH 0F THE FIV= ATT0RNEyS
AND i-HE CURRENT ABB0ï AT ST. JoHN I S R-CE I VED A 5ET OF TApES, ALoNG t/I Tt-1

A COLOR-CODED SET CHA,A.TiNG FAMILY NAMES AND THE RESPECTTVE CHILDREN
WHCS- LIVES HAD EITHõR ENDEO OR CONTINUED WIîH IROUBLiNC- LI¡E OUTCOMEs.
I W I LL MAK= TI.{E5E TAPES AND TIIE CI-1A,IÏ ,AVAI I-A8LÊ ÌO ANY INVESTIGATIVE
AC-ENCY THAT WILL TAKE THE TIME FOR OISCOVERY. WI-JAÌ PR,OMPIS îHIS IS THAÌ
r.{ri=N I HAD GONã TO RãSp0N5l BLE LEGAL, MED I CAL/ PSYCHOL0CICAL, S0C IAL SERV I CÊ,
oR t-iosPITAL CAREGIVERS, i WAS TOLD... rt'JRITE A 800K..Tr-iE SiORy IS T00 BIG. . ,

I HAVi ANOTHER PATIENî/APP0INTMENT WÂtiiNG. . .GãT A LA'¡/YÊ,R.. .WE OONT HAV=
II.iE R€SOU.qCES OR STAFF TO INVESTIGATS YOUR CLAIM5,'I

Ii lURNED OUT TO BE GALI-ING ENOUGi-{ TC L¡AR.N THAT ECKROTiI HAO APPARENTLY
GONã AEOUi i¡iE C¡,U1PUS SIJOPS 5AYING lIIAî Hõ I.iAD I'WONtI OR'tì1AÒ AEEN ENONER,ATED
BUr MORE S0 0N SeEINc TilE ANN0UNCEMENT rrlAT P0Sï-PUAESCËNï PRIESTS
WER,= EEING COUNSELLED AND ÎHãN PLAC:D AACK INTO MY CHURCJi CSEE ATTACHED
ARTiCLE FRorvl Sr.CLou-D DAILy TIME5, NOV=MBE.l. I995). WHiLE N0lHING r/45 SÄID
iN Ti{E,ARTICLE ABOUT PR,SPUBÊSCENT PRI=SÏS, I READ THIS AR,TICLE KNO!viNG'iIT=
DAMAGE ANO CORROSi0N T¡-AT HAD HIT 0UR COMMUNIIY. I tsELiEVE ïHAT Tl'lE
5UP=i.iOR5 OF GC TO ANY LSNGTI.i TO KE=,' A PRIEST IN SíRVIC=. I'GOODIIMEN

DOiNG NOTI'tiNG IN IHE r-ACÊ 0F EVIL.

AODE;\DUþl I i I

IN ADDITI0NT T0 ECKROTi-í-DAäLl-IEIMER, I CONNSCT Tl''lÊ F0LL0WiNG;YEMBERS 0F-iriE Sl..JOHN ' S COMMUNI TY i0 0THER YOUtlc MEN AND WOMEN HHO I i:EL HAD HAD
THEIR, LIVEs DISRUPTEO AND l¡,/HO I HAD,R.=FORTED EIiäER ï0 ABô01 ïIIEISEN 0R
IN Ï:.iE DEPOSITIONS. EACìi NAME BELOW'IS GIVËN AN ALPI{A BETiC CODE LEllER
(A îO F)AND THAT coDE l,/iLL BE ENTER,E.D INTO A SEALED ADDENDUM (IV) THAT
I EXPECT TO GIVE TO BCA RESEARCH TEAi\,1 AND OÏHERs:

PRIESÏ A:::CASE SiTÏLED OUT OF COURî. VICÍIM. ÌF
sï J05EPH, l"tN

:ITHIS PR. IiSÏ I5 FEATURÊD A5 ÏI-IE ThIR.D STUDY IN A FR,O!!.I LINE
(P85) PROGRAM OF THREE SUMMERS AGO-
THE FAÏHER.S,

}.Ti.JE . tsACKGROUND OF TI..i I 5 STUDY I S THE STREET W¡.iERE MY WI FE
AND I BUY GROCERIES, GAS,/REPAIR OUR CAR,, DRY CLEAN CLOTH€S,
AND TI.iE SCHOOL AND CI-iURCH WHERE l'/E HAD PLACED ALL FOUR
OF OUR CHILDREN

ITI CANNOÏ gELIEVE THAT PR,IEST A COULD ONLY HAVE ABUSED
ONE YOUNC. MAN. IT IS MY PERCEPÏION THAT PEOPL: LTKE A

DON'T QUIï WITH ONE AND MAY HAVE HAD MANY SUCH CoNTACTS

'.W I NES S/ I NFORMANl-YE S

PRIEST B:t:F0RMER C0LD SPRING, SÍ B0NIFACE CHURCH PAST0R
}:GUESTS OF S INCLUDE

\ND
-LIEVE TO BÊ SUICIDE)

:.w I TNESS,/ iNF0RTYANf YES
PR,IÊST C:':FCRMER FACULTY MEMBER. CS3 (COLLEGE OF Sl.EENEDICT)

ADMiNISTRAiION ASK=D TFiAT FiE BE RETURNED TO À3BEY A5
HE CAN'T KE-P HIS HANDS OFF OUR STUDENÏSI'

:.PLACEO AS DÊP.CFITMENÎ IìEAD IN TI-I I5 PLA}IT
)IGUESTS A FORMER SAUNA CiI I LD OF ECKROTH IN iHE WORKPLACE
UNTIL SUCI.I TIME AS lHE YOUNG WOMAN LEAVES OUR EMPLOYMENT
TO EECOMÊ A NANY iN NEW YORK SÏATE

::WIfNESS,YES

CL:RGY ASU SE:SINS OF
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JARVIS HEARING 22 DECEMBER I997
A DDENDUM I I I- CONT I NUED

PRIEST D:::GUESTS AND ACTIVELY PUÊ,SUES ONE OF OIJR SlUDõNf
EMPLOYEES WHO WORKEÐ IN THIS PLANT UNlIL WEEKS
AFTER THE YOUNG MAN'5 SOBBING,WIDO\.ÍED MOTHER HAO

CALLED THE L0CAL ER IMESTOPPERS REPRESEI'llATIVE.
THE WOMAN t¡lAS ASKING I' I F ÎHERE l./AS A COURSE OF ACIION
5I{E MIGi.IT ÎAKE TO STOP THE SOLICiTAIION OF PRIEST O

0N ttER soN. "I'I REPORTED fHIS INCIDENT TO FORMER ABBOT IIEISEN ON 12
JULY I982 ALO¡IG WITI-I MY FIRST FORMAL ACCUSAÏION OF
ECKROTIJ. END RÉ5ULT OF IHE CONFERENCE WITH AST.lHEISEN:. ECKROTH WENT BACK TO TI.{E MI SS ION IN TFiE SAHAMAS. PRIÊSf O

EECAMê THE CO-COORDINATOR OF THE FRESHMAN COLLOQUIUM
WHICiI MEANÍ ÎHAT 2OO+ MATRTCULAÎTNG YOUNG MEN OF THAÎ
FALL I82 HAD TO ENTER THEIR COLLEGE YEARS Î¡iROUGH THIS
MAN'S OFFICE,...SORÎ OF LIKE TROLLING RED MEAT BEFORE A
SHARK:

:.l./IfNESS, YES.

PF. IEST E::TASSIGNED A5 PASTOR TO SAME PARISH AS PRiEST A (W¡O EY
NOW WAS HOUSEO A1 ST SCHOLASTICA' COLLEGÊ IN DULUTII AND
ASS IGNED AS CI.IAPLAIN AT THE DULUÎH FEDERAL PRISON)

)<E CFFICIATES AT FU¡iERAL OF POLICÉ OFFICER
AND TI.JEN A 15-YEAR OLD 8OY FROM AVON,MN, WI{O HAD DIEU
OF SELF-INFLICTED GUNSi..iol BETWEEN XTMA5 95 AND EARLY
JANUARY I 996.

:<T .WAS ÍOLD THE BOYIS PARENTS HAD tsOTII ASKED ã TO SÎOP
SEEING THEIR SON

;3PRIESî E RETURNS TO AB3EY WIfH SgCONO 'INER,VOUS CONDITIONiI
, IN HIS CAREER

:<W I fNES 5/ INFORMANÎ, YES

PRIESÌ f :r<PLACED IN MY |ioRKPLACE AS EDITOR 0N 2 SEPTEMBER I99r+ 0N
THE VERY SAME DAY I HAD REFUSED 10 ALLOW THE ST.CLOUD
I.iO5P¡TAL 2 WE51 DOCTORS CABUGAO/KOOIKER TO BEGiN THEIR
RE-TRÊAIMENT OF MY WTFS N THE
FACE 0F 575r009 WORTF{ OF HOSP¡TAL BILLING FROM fHE. PREVIOUS
.JUNE-AUGUST TREAÎMENT RfGIMEN.

,<PRIÉ5T E GUESTS ST.JOHN'S PREPARATORY STUDENTS (gT CLOUD

DAILY TIf1E5, CIRCA EARLY AUGUST I991)
'.TO HTs CREDTT PP.IEST E REPORTS TO MY CO-WORKERSWHEN THEY

QUESTION HiM ON TI.IEIR OWN PERSONAL SAFETY OR OF fHE SAFETY
OF ÎIIETR CFIILDREN 5I.{CULO TI.IEIR CHTLDREN EVER,8E IN THE
WORKPLACE, TI-{AT IIYOU NEED NOT WORRY AS ALL OF MY VTClIMS
WERE I7,T8, OR I9 YEARS OLD'I

:TI DO NOl SEE THIS INDIVIDUAL (F)DAILY BUT WILL GREET
HIM A GOOD DAY/EVET{ING WITHOUT REFERRING TO FIIM BUT NAME

AND CERÎAINLY NOT BY THE TTTLE,FAÎHER. I AM ASHAMED TO

IIAVE HIs NAME ON TWO OF OUR PUELICATTONS THAT T HAVE SOLD
AND R,ECOMMENDED TO PASÏORS/PARI SI-IES S INCE TI-iÊ ÊARLY 6O ' S

:TIilHEN GRÊETING OR MEETTNG TI.{E MAN, I LOOK AT I.IIS I-IANDS WHICH,
I EELlivE, WERE ONCE CONSECRATED T0 THE SERVICE OF MY CHURCH.
I BELIEVE IF I WERE fO LOOK IN HIS FACE AND SEE A HINT
OF EXONERATED SMIRK, I EELIEVE I WOULD LOSE MY COMPOSURE.
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JAR,VIS HEARING 22 OECEMBER I997
ADDËNDUM I I I-CONTINUÊD

oN= I MPOR TANT NOTi PR I ESTS A/
BAÏTÉRY OF PSYCHOLOGICAL
THERAP I ST, JOHN MCNAIVIARA

J0 -JAN 1995 ïESîiiv10NTY).
cor.rFERENCÉ5 THAT HE, WH i L

,1 DECEMBER, I997

, Ai.rD = HAD T0 HAVE BE=N PA.,1T 0F A

ESTS GiVEN IN I954 BY MY FORMER

sêE DE¡OSITI0N FAGES---0F TilE
NAMAR,A HAD TOLD MÊ OURING OUR MAY.JUNE T978
UNDiI, CONTRACl TO THE ST.JOHNIS COMMUNITY,

TO PICK UP A |iosi OR CHALICS
D 1O ME IN MAY-.JUNE I9i8.
T WIÏH THE MASS WINE STILL 9N

q
ï
(
M

HAD WARNEO Ti{AT SAHE COMMUNITY O: THE PROELÊMATIC N,qTURE OF ECKROTH
AND ITTHOSE PEOPLE.'t IT IS NOW OSVIOUS T¡'ìAT MCNAMARAIS I/ARNINGS HAD

HAD SOME SUBSTANCE,

cDDLY ENOUGH, THE PEDOPHILE pRIãST ECKL0IH AND DAHLHÊIMe,ì AND PRiÍsTS
A ;O F AP.E NOT MY PEP.SONAL TARGETS. I HAVE I'iAD iiIÊ TiME TO WONDER,PARlICULAF
Fnr,.r 1¡e wdRD',DysFuNcrloNAL'r IS cAsuALLy APPLiED r0 MY5Ët-i oR MY FAMILY,
.,,./HA; WOULD 8E THE ÐEGRE: OF I'HYPER-DY5T-UNCTiONALITYI' IF APPLTEO TO TI-iE

SUPE.? I0RS AND CARÊclvERS T0 TrE MEN LI5130 ABOVE? THE DA'YAGE IHEY I'IAVE

OONÉ WIiFi APPARENT I,YPUNfÍY AND IMPENEîRABLE DENIAL MUST RANK LARGÊ WITþ
AMONG THEIR FELLO\^/ PRI:STS WHO STRUGGL= TO CONDUCT ÏIiEIR OWN LIVES UPRIG'dTLY
AND I,d,HO GO ASOUT Ti..IEIR OWN MiNISIRIES. SOME OF TI..iE UPRIGHÎ AR¡ CONFRONÏEÐ
tsY ÏI"IE SE SATYR S EVEN BEiORE ORD I NAT I ON .

MY IARecî l¡/OULD BE TÌiO5: SUPi;1 I ORS Wl"1O COVER FOR Il'1ESE GUYS AND PLACÉ Ïi'iEM
IN NEW ASS IGNMENTS KNO'¡JiNG FULL WELL T;.'iEIR, PROCLIVIÏi3S FOR PRE/POSTPU-
BESC=NT ACIlVITY. I CANrT BELIÉVE Tl-{ES¡ MEN ARE ALL0WED T0 PREAcH,T0
SAPfiSE,MARRY, BURY, OR ADMINISÏÉR OTI:=R. SAC,qAMENTS, 0R, WITi"i Ti'iE HANDS

OF A PEDOFILÊ,/EPI.iEtsOPHIL-2 WOULD B- ALLOWED
TO C=LeBRATE lHE EUCHARIST. MCNAMARA ''ìÅD 5AI
.!vriÉN I P0SED 1r-1E QUESTI0N I'HOw C0ULD A PR IES
HIS BREATF,(, BE MASSAUGING KIDS IN A SAUNA?I¡

Sl'{iAR HIS REPLY2 r,\ilTli TÍARS RUNNING DOWN HIS OWN FACE/ l¿iAS

''MY WiFE AND i NO LONGER GO TO FUNCfIONS AT TiiE COUNTR,Y CLUB.
rrwHEN I ENTSR THE RCOM, ïHE LOCAL PRIESTS AND MiNIST:RS EXIT.
IITHEY KNOW I KNOH HHAT THEY ARE OOiNG TO MY PAÎf ENTS" "II

I1 WOULD APPEAR Iti,AITHIS MAY HAVE BEãN rHE P0LICY 0F SÏ'CL0UD. l''{0SPITAL
(2 WEST) sfAFFERS AND/OR THOS= PERSONS RUNI{ING CENTRAL MiNNESOTA MENTAL
HEALTii CENïER (CMMHC), ANO/OR ÍHOSE YOUNG PEOPLE GOING BEFORE AN

EXAMINTNG TEAM SUCI-{ AS JENSEN -CUMMING: IF ÎI'tE CHTLD TELLS OF AN

AAUS I VÊ EVENT, TI-IÊN
I. SEPARATE HIM/l-lER FROM FAMiLY AND, WITHoUT SUPP0RT 0F M0Tl'{ER',

FATHER, OR STBLINGS, PRESENT HIM TO PERPETRATOR
i I. INTERDICT TIME-''DON'T TELL OR TiìESE FINE THINGS WILL HAPPEN

TO YOUR F¡\MILY'r (SEE NOTES l./RIlrEN PAGÊS GiveN T0 ROGER SCHWAB

THE PATIENT ADVOCATE ON MARCH I996
III, APPLY LABEL- THE MOST ACUTã EV=R SEÉN -AVEN IF IT TURNS OUI TO

tsE A Mi5-DIAGNOSIS AND LEAD TO LONG-TERM MI5 MEÐICAlTON
IV. EFFECTfVE TN KSÍPING THE PATIÊNÏ SILENT, IN A STATE OF BEING

UNABLÊ TO EXPRESS THE I R PA I N WH I LE TI-JE STATUE OF LIMI TAlIONS
RUNS IT5 INiTIAL COURSÊ.? I.?

V. I F THE YOUNG PERSON FINALLY SE=S A LãGAL RECOURSE, TI"1EN SETTLE
AND SÉAL IT UF LIKE A 8AD DRÊAI4

A.¡l ouTRAGãOUS ACCUSAîiON, A iViLD S7R,õ1CH OF FANÎASY? NOT IN T¡t= ÊACE OF

THã DEN IALS wE HAVE ]¡'IET,ÑoTE IN THE FACE OF THE ACCUSAlIONS THIS FAMILY
HAS l,lET, AND, BY GOD, NOr IN THI FACe OF THE INACII0N OF CAREGIVERS WHo

wouLD NOT MAKE A SINGLE,SIGNIFICANT MOVe oN THE EEHALF OF MY 'i'/IFE, SON,

OR THtr BLUË-CODED YOUNG PEOPLE LISTED AtsOVE. i BELIÊVE T¡IA1', IF DR.NILES,
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ADOENOUJ"I I i I-CONTINUãD

i! 0EcíMEiR I997

Ar r¡lis TIME OF My LtF:, t DO NOï ',vANî. ANY PRI=ST LtvlNG l.JIritIN rFi IS
Sî JoFiNIS coMMUNITY ( IS NINETY-YEAR.OLD .UNC.LE INCLUDãÐ) NOR ANY PRIÊ5'
WT îHiN THE STATE OF HINNESOTA 10 ATT=ND MY SON OR DAUGi.iTiR WITHOUT
MY CEING PRESENT. INîEÊDTCT lTME IS OVER.

ADDENDUM Ï'V

OR MCNAMAR,A, DR WILLIE OR BRATlENS3URG, TF
(oi wRlC) AND OTHER,S I/II-{C DEEMED IT IN 

'HEIR 
OWN 8ê5Ï INIEI(E: I: I\UI

TO ,yOVE ON TH I S FAM I LY l5 BÊ¡'tALF, HAD REP0RTED Ti'i i S ALLiGAII0N AT 0NSET,
MY LIST OF SUICTOIS AND ÏHE HOSPITAL SlAYS OF ÏHESE YOUNG PECPLE WOULD

HAVi 6F=N 5HOR,ÏENED- NCÏ LËNGTFiENED - 1O THAT POINÌ TI-iÊT O¡I IO NOVEMBER

I -q97 ONE MORE YOUNG .YAN WOULD NOl I.iAV= DONE A DESPERAI: ACT AGAINSl
I..iIMSELF IN THE SNOI{ OUTSf OE lHE NõI{MAN CENTÊR,.

I F yOU DO 1.,¡OI SELIEv= WH.{T Y0U l..iAVE ,ç.iAD,l-iAVE Aî LõA.Sî iHÉ 0ãCENCY
ANO COUR,ïgSY ,OF

I , CI.'iECKING MY LISÌ AGATNST îIJE ECKROlH LIST OF ''GU:SiS'' !N T-!E

I..iANDS OF THE AÏîORNEYS SlICJi, QUINLIVAN, KLUGAS, AND JEFFREY
ANDERSON

I I. Ci-ìECKING MY LISl AGAtNSl lHE OFFICE 0F VIlAL SlÄTISTICS,STAÏE 0F
MINNESOTA, FOR SUICIDES IN ST=ARNS AND BENTCN COUNÏIÊS OF YOUNE

PEOPLE wHO wÊR,: BORN I958-I-c60 A¡\lD WHO wER,E D¡C:ASiD SY I992-9i
( i AM 703 SUR,i MY LISî I S TI-iERE) OR

i i ¡. CHÊCK MY LISi OF ¡iOSPIlALiZAÏIONS ANO COURT CCM.YITMENï
PROCEEOINGS RSNDERÊD EY JENSAN-CUMM'ING WIi|.i I.iUMÁN SÊRVICES
STATÊ OF MINi\iE3OîA.PARTTCULAR.LY DURING lHE TE;IM CF EÐI{ART

D I R KSWAGER,

CSEALSD) I WILL SIMULÏANEOUsLY PLAC- îiTIS IN ÏHË IìANDS OF MY

CHURCi.{ OFFiCIALS AND lHAT CF DOOLITTLE OF TH3 SCA.

II.NOiIiING HAPPENÉD. . .

''THE.q,E I5 NOTHING ÏO TALK A8OUT....
Cso sAYs MY soN, so SAYs rl-lE EcK.RorH ATTcRNEY sîtcl'{)
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JARVIS I.IEARING 22 DECÊM8ER I997
ADDEN IV

PART I PR I ES

PART I I

T A . BRENNAN MAIER,S, OSB
3 - FRANC I 5 HOE F=N, OS A

c - PEREcRIN EERRi-:, 
-õss 

- twt'n&¿E¡11¿á'
D - FINiAN MCDONAL!,OSB
E - TFiOMAS GILLõSPiÉ, OSB
F - DUNSTAN MOORSE/ OSB

]1 DECEMBER I9-O7

ROIYE STUDING F0R
ADMINISlERED. QUESTIC

IJY Ti{EN NO C LA5 5

I I/AS QUõSIICNED B Y ROSS BAKãR OF THE STÊAR,N5 COUNTY SHERIFF
OFFICE IN T'.iE FALL OR SFR.íNG OF I97i IN rHE FR:S:NCE 0F.JOHN
DWYER. GAV¡ RCSS ÍESTIMONY THAT I CCULD NOT A¡LI¡Ii= trI^KRÔÎH
rn nc 

^ '-r''-' - LAÏíR LEARN FtoM
cKER) rhAT ROSS CI AIMED

ECKRQTH iU Uc rxr¡.rnn, ,¡j 0F

lL Ti LLS ME I N ¡R.0NT OF LOS0 ST0RE, ST. 'J0SÊPll, Tl-{AT
THE GUy wAS I' A PERVERT, ALWAYS TALKING ABoU; SeX'l

CCI.IVERSAiION WITH FR. MiCIiAêL MARX IN ÏiIE PR:S€NCã OF
, '' .,8 ¡IAD TO GET Tîi]Vi OFF THE CAMPUS, IHEY WOULD NOT

SIOP ASKING FCR SËX FROM OUR STUDENTS'" TH: Ï;'iEM/ÏI-iEY REFER'

rO TiTE FOR,JYER MEN I S CiTOR,US D I R,ECTOR (KÊLLY-I'i:ÀR ÎAPE ON

ÊAMILY 
=PiSCDã 

DEiROIT LAKE/LAKE ME:i5SA C0lTAGe)
ANU ¡O ÈCK.l,01l-',i

?Bobça
fo4crtl.
At¿t4E/kl
fu4+'Ç ltø'fout\ o

fuìr:t 1

6u215

þ{t"/'#4\

TRUSTZD MONKS HER,E BELI:V= THAÏ ECKROTiI
AN S.T.D. r/{HILE lHE MCNAMARA rË5TS WERE

tr n pelSoN FiAS suct-1 AN ADVANCÉD DEGRES/
SCHEDULE. . .ONLY CHAPLAiNC iE5?

IN
BE

lr/

( tLs

JD FAMILY DEATHS
SUSPELT ur\i r¡ jON OF MY MENTOR, 80S5, FRiÉND' A STEARNS

DEPUTY NOW DECEASEO...ONILY FOOT TRACKS LgADiNG iNTO
HOME ON DISCOVERY TO DEAI¡.I OF WOMAN AND THRE: OF FOUR CI-IILDREN

SUSPECÎ T}/O: A DIOCÉSAN PRIEST NOW SERVING AS
pASToR oF ouR LADy oF LAK= PARISH,BATTLE t¡<!. Tne cHURcH
MY FAMILY ATTENDED FOR FORÏY PLUS YEARS FROM MY AGE OF NINE
YEARS EVERY SUNDAY WE WERE AT LAKE.

IS MY FORMER PREP CLASSMATE f 952-56. I I'IAVÊ þ{ELD THI S

FROM HfM SINCE BeIN6 QUESTION 8Y MICHAEL MARX, OsB (DECEASED)

IN THE PRESENCE OF WIlNESS

I"lYRTLE KOI..iL

aUESTIO,\ED AGAIN 8Y MICHAeL MARX,058 (DEcEASED)' P,AUL KNÉw

5T AUGUST AREA WOMAN FROM ROSE GARDENING EVENiS? POLICE
INVESTIGAiCRS NEED PRINÏ OF HEEL OF RiGIJT HAND TO MATCI''I

BLOOD SlAINED SHEEÏ OF TI..'iE DECEASED WOMAN.

AND FOR A TIME, WAS SELIEVED TO BE INVOLVED IN THE

DEATI-J OF THE HI LDR=N. I BEI-I=VE SI-IER,iiF WiLL PUT

A'.iEAD Oi ECKROTH IN DEATH OF CHILDREN.

GOD HELP 
'Y5/US 

I

2 foqí
p4h5

ç| I Þ""1

9w( fÑ
qt, r^.É, +I d,t^¿
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NCfÉ5 FEBRUARY 3RD, I998
COUNTY ATTY VAN HEEL
KEVIN MCDONOUGH-ARCHD 5T PAUL MPLS

TÌ.JIS MORNING AT APPROXIMATaLY IO;00 A.M. FR 

---THê 

PASToR 0Ë
CAME INTO TH- SHOWROOM. iASKED

ThAÏ HE TAKE A I/ALK WI TH ME A5 I HAD SOMETHING TO TALK OVER AND TO SHOW

D TORE OUT OF THE FOLDER TI-{E PAGEH i,Y. I TOOK ALONG IijE JARV I S PAPER AN

'ADDENDUM IV PARl I AND I I I WHEREIN I I-1AD EARI IER DETAIL=D FA

AS 8ÈING A'ISUSPECTT'IN THE DEATH OF îHE ìHILDRgN, TilE

MEXEERS, AND A LADY BY THË NAME OF

I ASKED ,WHILE HE WAS R

WIîii THE5E VARIOUS INVESfIGA
ABOUT H i MSE LF THAI l^,ER ã RAI S

IMMEDIAÏE YEAR AND A iiALF PR

TO LD FR THAT I I./45 CONC

WER= Ai ONE TIME FRIENDS OF
CI-jURCH WAS THE PLACE WHERE l,/

OVER FORTY YEAR THAÎ WE I-IAD

EADING THÊ PAGE , HOW I.JE HAD COME TO 8E INVOLVEC
T IONS . I roLD H IM THAÎ I l'iAD HELD 0N T0 THE QUES
ED 8Y FR M I CHAEL MARX O5B OF TI{I S A88EY I N TiIE
IOR TO FR,.MICHAEL MARXTS DEATii (CANCER)' I ALSO
ERNED FGR THE MEMBERS OF HIS PARISH A5 THEY

MY FATHEI. AND MOTI1ER AND THAT HiS PRESENT PARISI-
E, AS A ,gAMI LY, HAD GONE TO MASS €VERY WEEKEND F

THE PROP=R,TY ON OTlERTAIL LAK:'

S GUÉSÏ VICÏiM OF PR :-Ê.5T 
'?.

^\JDF2 
çON ON THE PO LYGRPH ALLEGED TO IIAVE BEÉN

lION AND THÉ 5EX-A3U5ã /SAUNA QUESTION.

, wlillcuT l-l[5ITATION, RESPONDED T-Ai L0cAL I|VVESTIGAÏ0R5 HAD HAD

A Fi LE ON HIM THAT WA5 QUITE TFI ICK.,.lliAT HE ilAD FAI LED TWO pOLyGRApH

EXAMINAlIONS BECUASÊ OF HIS OWN AGITATION AND THE 5ER,IOUsNÉS5 OF TiIE

CHARGES/INQUIRY. ::TiAT HE HAD SEEN HIS ôt5þiop WHO HAD

ADVISED HIM 10 SEãK LaGAL CoUNSEL :.;-!a1 HE HAD GIVEN Up À pRINI OF ÍHE
IjE=L OF HI5 RIGI-IT HAND IN IIjE ESTIqNS

:<1¡ìA1 J-IE HAD ALSO BEEN iNVESTiGATED
FOR îI-iRE= YÊARs BY A ÎI./O.MEMBER ARMY iNVESTIGATION TEAM ANO

:.îIJAT ARMY TEAM I..IAD FOUND NOTIiING

TO IMFLICATõ FR AND/ INDEED, ):îHAî HE HAD BEÊN MOVED 10 THE RANK

OF CiTAPLAIN COLONEL AÏ THE CLOSE OF TiìE INVESTIGAiION AND
:TTi-1AT HE HAD OTHER CONV-R,5ATION5 WITH

LocAL INVESTIGATORS THAT HAD GONE Ol\I iOR I.IOURS BUÏ NOÎ 1 ING OVER' NINEÏEEN
YEAR.S HAD COME OF IÏ

ASKED THAT I NO LONGER, DEÎAIL HT5 NAME IN DOCUMENTATiON SUCH AS THIS-
HE ASKED THAÎ WE sAY A PRAYER FOR MY FAMILY I\4EMBERS. WE DID SO. AND THEN

COMMENTED ÍHAT BEING INVESTIGATED HAD BEEN A HUMBLING SXPERIENCE FOR HIM.
HE ALSO MENTiONED TI.IAT HIS 52-56 PREP EXPERiENCE WAS ALL POSITIVELY REMEMBERE

WE ENDED THE WALK AND CONVERSATION WIiH MY APOLOGY FOR HAVING DOUBÎED HIM
AND ii-IE MENT I ON THAT I COULD NO LONGER HO LD B ETh/EEN MY EAR'S lHE STUFF i
HAD HELD TO FOR SO LONG,

Ci-iECK ECKROTH MENTAL HEALTH H I STORY WAS lHIS THE MAN-THE SAME PRIEST WHO

KùIOCK ON DOORS OF THE COLD sPRING
PARISi.IIONER,S AND INTRCDUCE I{]MSELF AS

LAZARU S ?
:a :: :a

CHECK WIÏiI SCHINLER-MGR, OF 5TH AVE WATÉRBED STORE IN RS HIS DISCOURSE WITH
A FORT"IER 5T-CLOUD-Ì'/AITE PARK RES IOENT'/BELCLAIR ACRE RESIDÊNT (¡ )
WI-iO HAD CONFESSFñ Tr' THtr \THS AT A PARTY IN COLORADO IN FRONÏ OF

SCHiNDLER.GAVE THIS I NFO OCTOEER/NOVIMAER I9-O6.

15 ft<øH ÐtSg€t?

:::a;<

CFIECK THE NAME

cHECK W AïTORNSY STIC!/,'.ËÊ
PASED BY EC KROTH ON Ï¡JE

I
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f¡It THE LITURGICAL PRESS
St. fohn's Abbey ¡ Collegeville, Minnesota 5632L
Phcne: 320-363-2213 Toll Free: Phone 1-800-858-5450
Fax: 320-363-3299 Fax 1-800-445-5899

Septcmtcr 10, 1998

Dc¡

Followilg up on our talk dús urcçh herc is ll¡e lett¿r whioh goes into your pemonnel ñlo.

Thc matcr ofbringing up a dclicatc subjccl which lìas nollüng to do witlt yotx work or w:lh
profcssicnally rcprecnring'IÏc Liturgical P¡ç's v;d/e in the contelt ofthal rePresenlation and
tø¡f i¡ ¿ scrious one, dcspilc lhc immcdiatc gfavily ¡t has for you.

I apprccirtcr.l your willingttcss to hear Pctcr ãnd ñc during our mccling on Scptmbcr 8' 1998.
Wc ¡okl zou ürot you crrurot brirlg up tlul sulrjcct in lho contcrl of work any morc' Discursing it
in tlre corrtcxt of work docs not bclit ¡nofcsionnl beltavíor, and rvc ct(Pccl profeiond bchavior

from yot.

Ourjudg:ne¡t ir tftal such bchavior is r scriouq br:eclt ofprofesional bchavio¡ and another

incidcnt will rcsult in action, up to and including dismissal Êom The Lituryical Prcss.

¡ls rvc mr¡dc clear hr our m€eürll lhis rvnrníng docs not prec¡ude your hking stcpa wlúch you scc

fil aboutrh€ ¡tbow-mctrtiuncrl subjwq l¡ut h ¡r,u¡àbc donc åParl Êc¡tr Thç Uttrrgicol !¡:r¡- llor
does tlris *'aming prcclude you Êom weking help to, as you pul it, 'gsl lhis lhing oul of my soul."

But such aclions, I rcpcal. must be donc oulsidc thÉ contcxt of Thc Liturgical Prcss.

¡rou lre a derlicatcd employce of The Preee, and your work civcr lhe years has becn r:f grerÇ

even immense, benefit to fte Prcs ¡nd lo the ChuÌcb. Thåt is vcry clear from my vant¡gÇ poinr.

I look to you to cmtinue that good work until such time as you gracefrrlly rctire from thc Press.

W-ith ãll pffioñal gmd wi¡lres, I remain 
,.

Sinucíclv rbuE-
l,¿" ¡-?'':'2'. i ¡¿'r ¡ g h1, c94

(lìcv.) licl¡¡cl N¡ughlorr O.S.B. 'l
1)i¡cstcr

oc: PeßonnclFile ì;

t,,.*.. ..

!

I
t_
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rlìL vuu¡<JL u¡ lllt 14tEl:lNG FITH FR NAUGHTON,OSB OF THIS ABBEY
AND MR DWYER ON SEPTEMBER 8, I998 I ASKED THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS-

I.WOULD I 8E ALLOWED TO FILE WITII THIS LEITER OF REPRIMAND A

28-PAGE LEITER WHEREIN I HAD MADE ACCUSATIONS OF SEXUAL
MALFEASANCE AGAINST THE PRIEST, ECKROIIl, OF THIS ABsEY?

ANSWER: NO.
z.WOULD I BE ABLE TO ADD TO MY PERSONEL FILE THE SET OF Tt'lO

",^ . COPY OF lHE DEPOSITIONS GIVEN IN FAVOR OF

THE MÍLIES AND GIVEN ON 24 DECEMBER 1994 AND
JANUARY I 0, I 995 í
ANSWER: NO.

J.I TOLD EOTII MEN THA] THEY HAD ¡tE AT A DISAÞVANTAGE IN THAT
I HAD MET WITH FR DAV¡D MC CAULEY OF THE MINNESOTA COUNCIL
OF CHURCHES ON fHE 28 OF AUGUST (DULUTH MCEA) AND HI\O SPOKE
WITH HIM AS A FRIEND OF fHE FAM¡LY AND NOT AS A REPRESENTAT¡VE
OF IHE PRESS. ONE OF THE POINTS OF OUR CONVERSATION WAs THÀ]
I HAO HAD TROUBLE WITH THE USCC COHHITTEE CONFERENCE PUTT¡NG
FORMER PERPETRAfORS BACK INTO CHURCH JOBS IIÙJHERE THEY HAD NO

CONTÀC-T }¡¡TH YOUNG PEOPLE.II THIS IIAS A PAR'TICULAR CONCERN FOR
ME Â5 I $IAS 5E€¡NG MY C}IURCH PROVIDING JOBS FOR PERPEfRATORS
I.'IIILE NOT DOTNG ONE THING FOR THE VICTII'{S- EITHER MY TWO

CHTLDRÉN OR OTHER VICT!M5 AT LARGE ACROSS THIS COUNTRY.
q.¡ PERSONALLY Í/\KE TI.IE LETTER OF 8 SEPTEMBER AS A RESCINDING

(T TIIE IERMS OFFERED IN fHE LETTER OF ABDOT KELLY DATED IN
SEPTEMBER, ANO OCTOEER I99q,

5.1 loLD NAUGHION/DI,¡YER THAT lT ì,IAS DIFFICULI FOR ME TO SEE
ECKROTH WALKING ABOUT THE CAMPUS !¿¡II1 I}TPUN¡TY EACH DAY OF
MY I{ORK WEEK. THAT IT I{AS EVEN MORE DIFFICULT FOR ME WHEN I
DID NOT SEE HIM IN THAT THERE WAS THEN THE POSSIBILITY THE
POI,ÚERS HERE HAD ÂSSIGNED HIT'I TO A fEMPORARY POSfTION }IHERE
HE WOULD /\GAIN IIAVE CON'TACT WTfH CT{ILDREN.

6.1 IOLD N^UGI{TON/DITJYER ÏHAT ll WAS DIFFICULT FOR ME TO ADDI¡ESS
A SECOND PRTEST ¡1_WHO WAS ¡N MY WORK PLACE SINCE q SEPTEM8ER
¡994. I SAID I GRE-T TH¡S SECOND IND¡VIOUAL T{ITH A IIGOOD DÀYII
BUf OTHERV{lSE AV^OlD ALL CONTACT WtTH Ht}.1. WHEN I LOOK ltlt'l ¡N
Hr5 FACE,¡ SEE H¡S VlCf¡14(S) (rrALL HY VICT¡H5 !ÚERE 17, ¡8, OR

19 YEAR5 OF AGE...YOU NEED NOT WORRY ABOI,T ERINGING YOUR O}'N
CHILDREN INTO THE PLANT,)II

IN OCIOEER 1994 ¡ WAS.ASKED BY FR NAUGHTON NWHAT HOULD PUT ¡4Y M¡ND
AT EA5E....,?II T'.IY ANSt',ER TIAS

¡I I.¡ANT €CKROTHIS ADMISSION OF GUILT TO BE FILED l.l!TH ATTORNEY
GENERAL ANO THE SEVERAL CARE FACILITY OFFICERS ATTENDING MY

SON...THE ADM¡55ION OF sEXUAL M¡SCONDUCT MIGHT THEN CHANGE OUR
SON' TREATMENT PLAN AND IIEDICATION SCHEDULÈ,..AND D]AGNOSiS

''I I{ANTED MY CHTLDREN TO HAVE MTNDS UNCLOUDED 8Y THIS PERPETRATORIS ACTS

AND LIVING FULL,PRODUCTIVÉ LIVES...
TODAY, AT THIS WR¡TING,

I WANT ECKROTH TO BE ARRESTED AND CHARGED
I WANI A SETTLEMENT FOR THE sON AND DAUGHTER AND THIS FAMILY
I W/\NT MY CLAIMS TO BE VERTF¡ED AGAINSI

THE LIST (ECKROTH)OF GUESÍ CHILDREN AI THE COTTAGE /S/\UNA
THE STEARNS-BENTON COUNIY LIST OF LEVEL I-" " ñFFENDERS

fHE WEITERLING LIST OF SUSPECTS (ALsO THE LIST)
fHE DEPARTMENI OF VTTAL 5-TAIISTICS SUICIDE. LI5I
THE DEPÀRTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES PAT¡ENT LIST

¡ WANI MY T'IORK STATUS AND BENEFIT PLAN PROTECTED
I liANT IT Iq BE A FELONY OFFENSE I{TTHOUf A SÍAIUTE OF LIHITATIONS

IN THIS sTA'IE AND A FELONY' NOI A MISDEAMNOR,I{HERE
PROFESSIONALS }lHO DO NOT REPORT CRIME ARE THEN HELD

CULPABLE
I VIANÍ AN 8O() HOT LINE TTIAT CHTLDREN CAN CALL TO REPORT SEXUAL

MALFEASANCE FROM ANY SOURCE EITHER TN/OUTSIDE OF FAI4ILY

¡ l.lANT ACTION. NO HANDSHAKES. NO PROMTSËS TO I'LOOK INTOII NO MORE

APOLOGIES. NO f'4ORE SERMONS.NO SUGGESTIONS 10'tl¡lRIlE A BOOKil

rvrçre.ilFt€$l.or8

rilu
TsE LnunGIcAL Pntss
'uti,l¡a wi ø,a¡u¡rtâ.\ctuiù DñkêtPilttu tuks

'1, 8.'xtïtl'#*å.:lll""''iîiH#ffi
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TIMES PHOTO RY PAUL MIDOLESTAEDT

The warm wsather Weûresday help€d peßuadê the Rev. RichaË Eclt-
r('th to gst oüdoors and gsth€r tallën ù€es for fiEùyood by the soutñ-
w€st s¡de of Låke Sagstegù. I{e is a retired teacher at St. Johnb UnF

o:-B-.

vercity, He likes to gèt outdooe to êhop wood because hè sa¡d ¡t ¡s
peaceful, and he offers the ìitood for frce to people in the aËâ. For
clrnpletê forccest, plece see ftage 88.
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Dea¡ Ms.

Yowrecentletterpublished inTheRecord, suggests thatyoubelievethatyouhave been

a victim of clergy sexual abuse. I arn writing to call your attention to the fact that St.

John'sAbbeyhas apolicywithregardto sexual abuse or sexual exploitationbyamonk.
If you will conøct me, I would be happy to meet with you and listen to your story. We

can then help to provide you with a¡r advocate for victims and ¡rrovide counsellng as

may be appropriale.

Abbot, St. John's Abbey
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY
BOX 20rs

COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321 -2075

OFFICE OF THE ABBOT

April 5, 2001

Dea

Your recent letter published in The Record, suggests thât you believe that you
have been a victim ofclergy sexual abuse. I am writing to call your attention to
the fact that Saint John's Abbey has a policy with legard to sexual abuse or sexual
exploitation by a monk. If you will contact me, I would be happy to rneet with
you and listen to your story. We can then help to provide you with an advocate
for victims and provide counseling as may be appropriate.

If you choose not to contact me, perhaps you would like to our yictim's advocate,
Ms. Maxine Bamette, directly at320.253-6900.

Sincerely,

nlt/,.
Abbot John Klassen, OSB

JK/kr

PHONE 320 363-2544 FAX 320 363-3082
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Saint John's Abbey

Collegeville, Minnesota 563:r

office of the Abbot

September 25,2001

Further analysis has shown that Father

Richard Eckroth will need to have his aortic
valve replaced before he can have surgery on

the C-6 neck vertebrae. Heart surgery is
scheduled for tomonow, Wednesday,

followed by a week to ten days of hospital
care, followed by the additional surgery.

Please keep him in your pruyers.

Abbot John
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Leuthner, Benedict

From:
Ssnt:
To:
Subject;

Benedict:
I am not able to determine much from

Trenz, Herbert
Tuesday, Oclober 09, 2001 1:55 PM
Louthnor, Benedict.. 

;ONFIDENTIAL

I will report what I did lÌnd and then what I think the Abbot

What we need to know: Amounl of each rnthly annuity check.
Amount of their combined Social Securily ch€cks-
Amounts of any other regular income anð how long it is expected.

Expenses; house Payment
car
taxes
insurance, medical, Medicare, life, other
monthly on-golng, power, phone, refuse, cable , etc.

I'll send you a book from TIAA, "Looking Ahead to Rôlirsmenl" seô pages 16 and 17. .Jhe.sg gaOeg¡¡ovide a.worksh€et
that spefs out one's income at retiremeñl and expenses, lfs meant as a pte retlrement tool but could be used ln nls case.

Let me know if I can be of any further assistance.

Horb

needs to know before mak¡ng any decislons.

What we know: Bol pplied for annuitios in Mây 1995. Both chose Two life annu¡t¡os wilh a tull benefit
r^ thâ annuitv oartner reacn o¡ner) for a'ãii^^¡^:' perioct of 20 years. Bolh added ôxtra conlributions into their RA's'

óãsiä"ïísi"' iöãi tfiô päi rídñirtj ãr'r fi t sbþ t$o þer month).. ! amnol able to delermine th€ amounl of
their orãsent ñronthlv aànuiÚ. Howevei thev will hav6 lif€tim'á inóme from ÎlAA. The 20 year guarantee refened to

äÑã ñ¿iJ tüi¡'t t'àv-àìä wittriñ rne Zõ yeái ueginning 1995 their beneficiaries will recèlve the remalnlng balance in

their accounls.

r âssurfiêd they hav€ accessed their Social Security but
there is no record or mar rn tneir 1þs.
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EDUCATION
B.A. 1948 Collegio de Sant Anselmo

Rome, Italy (Philosophy)

Licenciate 1949 Collegio de SantAnselmo
Rome, Italy (P-hilosophy)

Ordination 1953 St. John's University (Divinify)

ASSIGNMENTS

Update
10 January 2002

Last Name
Eckroth,

Date of Birth
21 lune 1926

Ilate of First Profession
11 July 1946

First lfame (Religious Name)
Richard

Date of F'inal Profession
11 July 1949

1950 - 1,976

1951 - 1953

1953 - 1956

7952 * 1916

1963 .1976

1956 - 1964

Dste of Ordination
7 Iune 1952

trD M00sr

Curator
Abbey Stamp and Old Coin Collections
St. John's Abbey

S<¡cius to Novices
St. John's Abbey

Assistant Brother Master
St. John's Abbey

lnshuctor/Associate Professor
Departrnent o f Philosophy
St. John's University

'Wine Brewer/Custodian
St. John's Abbey

Brother Master
St. Johr's Abbey

OSB ECKROTH 00796



Assistant Procurator
St. John's Abbey

Prefect
St. Thomas Hall
St. John's Abbey

Prefect
St. Anselm Hall
St. John's Abbey

Chaplain
St. Benedict's Monastery
St. Joseph, Minnesota

Chaplain
St. Benedict's High School
St. Joseph, Minnesota

Instructor
St. Benedict's High School
St. Joseph, Minnesota

Associate Pastor

St. Augusiine's Parish

St. Cloud, Minnesota

Associate Pastor
Holy Family Church
Nassau, Bahamas Islands

Associate Pastor

Seven Dolors
Albany, Minnesota 1974 - 1976

Supervisor/laborer
Monastery Cosntruction 1954

Barn removaUflap pole relocation/stone ticl<et booths

Forestry for new I-94; South of Pfleuger, damaged rree removal
Renovation of Log Cabin on Clara Kremer Swenson Lake Property
St. John's Abbey 1954 - 1977

1961

1964 - 1966

1966 - 1967

t967 -1973

1970

1967 .- 1970

1973 - 19',14

t977 1918
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PastorlRoofer of churchesÆainter of churches
St. Robert's, St. Gertrude 's, Sacred Heard Church
South Andros, Bahamas Islands 1978 - 1986

Pastor/all around contractor
St. Benedict's, St. Boniface's,Iloly Angel's Church
Mangrove Cay Bahamas Islands 1978 - 1986

Construction Supervisor
Holy Name Parish
Bimini, Bahamas 1987 ,.1989

Monastic Member
St. Augustine's Monastery
Nassau, Bahamas

Pastor
St. John's Chrysostom Parish
Fresh Creek, Andros
Bahamas

Curator
Cemefery
St. John'i Abbey

Chaplain (team)

St. Raphael's Convent
St. Cloud, Minnesota

Chaplain Substitute
St. Scholastica Convent
St. Cloud, Minnesota

Monastic
St. Augustine's Monastery
Nassauo Bahamas

???

AWAT{DS

1989 - 1991

I99l - 1993

1993 -1999

1996 - t999

1993 -present

1997 (3 months?)
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COMMTINITY SERVICE AND OTHER EX}ERIENCES OF'LEADERSHIP:

INTERESTS AT\'D HOBBIES
Keeping the wood lands clean
Cutting the trees marked for removal for the Oak Savannah 2001

SOME DAY I WOULD LII(E TO IIAVE TIIE OPPORTIIÀTTY TO;

MY MAIN ASPIRATION OR F'AVORITE DREAM IS LIFE IS TO:

SOME SIGNIT'ICANT PERSONAL GROWTH EXPERIENCE HAS BEEN:
- 1996 Jubilee trip to Europe

OSB ECKROTH 00799



Klassen, John

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

lmportance:

-----original Message-----
From: Oliver, RÍchard
Sent: Wednesday,. January 30,
To: Mccrafl, Rene
subject: FW: re: Record ltr
Importance: High

McGraw, Rene
Wednesday, Jânuary 30,2002 7:59 AM
Klassen, John
FW: re: Record lf from last fall

High

HeIfo Abbot John,

Did Richard send you a copy of this? Probably important to forward it to Bob Stich

2002 6:17 AM

frorn last fall

f wifl forbtard separately the reply I wrote to Shane and Timo

Bro. Richard Oliwer oSB MA | <roliverGcsbsju,edu>
Abbey Publicist | 320-363-3939
Web Office I <http://ernpJ-oyees.csbsju,edu/rol-iwer/>
CoLlegevill-e. MN 56321 | (www.saintjohnsabbey.org/>

-----Origina.I Message-----
From: Hoefer, Shane S

Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2OO2 10:26 PM

To: Oliver, Richard
Subject; Frorn re: Reco¡d ltr from last.faJ-f
Importance¡ Hig-¡

Br. Rj-chard,

Fr. Tímo suggested f contact you regarding this l-etter. Please contact me with any
relevant advlce. The Record ;iII not be publishinq it or taking up this story, FYI
don't $¡ant to touch it with a 10 foot poLe, frankly.

I.et me know--
shane

SITANE S. HOEFER
Editor in Chíef, The Record
st, John's Uníversity
Collegeville, l4N 56321
(320) 363-2891
sshoef er0csbs j u. edui sshoef erßhotmâiI. com
SSH Reference Deski Shanelandi The Record

-----Orl¡in¡l waee'^------

Fromi
Sent: Tue L/29/2002 12:36 PM

To: The RecÕrd
Cc:
Subj ect :

Last winter I submitted an articl-e to The Record
regarding clergy abuse and cover up at st. John's. I
was on Channel 5 in November 2000, on a segment
entitled "Confession of Sins" regarding clergy abuse
and St. John's. In response to my article I got a

I

9le
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l-etter from Àbbot Jôhn KÌassen, OSB
as fo.I.Lows:

The letter read

De ar

Your recent lÊtt6r published in The Record, suggcsts
that you believe that you have been a victim of clergy
sexual- abuse, I am wrj.t.ing to cail yor¡r attenrjÕn to
the fact that saint John's Abbey has a policy with
regard to sexual abuse or sexual exploitation by â
rnonk. If you will- contact mef I would be happy to
meet with you and listen to your story. I/'te can then
help to provide you with an advocate for vlctims and
provide counsefing as may be appropriate.

If you choose not to contact me, Ferhaps you would
l-ike to our victimrs advocate, Ms. Maxj-ne Barnette¡
directÌy at 320'-253-690A.

Sincerely,

Àbbot ,lohn Kfassen, osB

This letter was dated ApriÌ 5. 200f. I wrote the
Abbot back and told him I would Like to meet with him
aLong with a friend to tell him the truth - not just
"my story." It is now January 2002 and I never did
get a reply back fron the Àbbot.

Last January 23rd, 2OOl, I ended up in the hospital
again, I have been hospita.Iized about 6 times since
1993 when f recowered the abuse memories. I have been
diagnoéed with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. My
fl-ashbacks often come with physical symptoms, The
flashbacks have not stopped and I have decided I
cannot .Iive this way anlmóre - for my own seff and for
my children, I am not going to get sick again, I am
going to recover.

f have been a responsible member of society raising
rny children and working ful.L time over 5 years now.
can't do ít anymore. I need help. I quit my job
âbout two weeks ago because I cannot work full time,
take care of my famiLy, myself and my home ånd deal-
with this at the same time. I don't know where I am
goÍng to get money to survive yet.

I

The Abbot rirote me that he would be happy to help but
never got back to me. I often wonder if a lawyer told
him not tô.

You know, íf anything is ever going to change and if
we äre ever going to become healthy peoPle. healthy
famifies and heal-thy comunities and institutions we
must always seek the truth no matter what the
consequences. f realize it would not be good for
"business" for St, John's Abbey to tell the truth and
do their best- to right the w¡ongs - but is tlhere any
other choice?

I was very disappointed in the response from the
pub]ic to the "Confession of Sins" program' And I
just keep wondering why peopJ-e, especially people in
Stearns county where I çlrew uP. don't respond. Do
they think there is no threat of pedophilisn an),'rnore.
I believe it,s been going on forever at St. John's and

z
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noonoe wilI do anything aLrout it. The faw enforcement
in Stearn's County âIso has truths they need to expose
in order to help stop this ilÌness and they haven't.

The retired detective. (he was an
investigator with New York dealing with pedophilism
and is not back home in Minnesota) wiLl not giwe up
until this is made public and some justíce served. lf
St. Johnrs thinks this is over - they are way wrong.
Jim continually is gettíng information - some of iÈ
coming from St. John's members themsel-ves - but a lot
of these peopJ-e are scared to speak about it.

He has also gone to the governor with the problem and
the governor's office basically stated that they were
not interested in investigating pedophilism in this
state. For some reason, which I don't realJ-y
understand but does, is that St .r^hnrs has a fot
of clout and power in this state, -s not out to
destroy St. ,John's; however he believes strongl-y that
people should do the job they were hired tô do. He
also knows how to deal with tilis in an appropriate
männer, yet peopLe at St. John's, including the Abbot,
refuse to speak with hím.

I have decided to contact Ms. Maxine Barnette for some
hêJ-p and I wilf keep you updated, I wouLcl Ìike the
Abbot to get a copy of this letter and to stiff caLl
me - not about my "alleged" but about the truth. I
would also Iike this letter to go into Iocal
newspapers but an not sure how to do that.

Do You Yahool?
Great stuff seeking new owners in Yahoo! .Auctionsl
http | //auctions . yahoo. com

3
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February 28,2002

Abbott John Klasscn
St. John's Abbey
Collegeville, Mn. 56321

Dear Abbott John,

Thank you for meeting with ¡nd me, Your genuine comp¿u¡sion and concern
was very apparent and that is so important to survivors ofabuse.

I am enclosing a letter from - vhich shc faxed to me along with wage statements for
one month's wori<. was unable to keep her job due to the fact that she was
hospitalized and is currently unstable. She is pursuing doing computer work at home for
va¡ious companies, but it will take awhile for this to jell.

She was wondering if you would be willing to help support her for the next couple of
months while she gets things going. Looks like about $1,400 per month. She also needs

help in paying $316.00 per month for her health insurance so that she can continue her
therapy.

On another note I received a call from She lives in She would like to
meet with you but would need help for the cost of the flight.

I'm thinking that maybe you and I should meet as I may be getting cails from others, I
think it would be good to hear your perspective on these happenings.

I can be reached at253-6900 during most days.

Thank you,

%'l,t rn-n
Maxine Barnett
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SAINT IOHN'S ABBEY
BOX 2015

COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOT A 56321-2075

OFFICE OF TI,IE ABBOT

March 20,2002

Dear

Thank you for coming to see me and telling me about your situation. I know that
this was very hard for you and took ¿¡ great deal of courage. I received your
request for aisistance through Maxine Barnett and I enclose $2000. I am hoping
that this will be of help over the sho¡t haul.

Sincerely,

+/i-/---
Abbot John Klassen, OSB

PHONE î20 363.2544 FAX 320 363-3082
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St" Cloud, Minnesot¿

Weather
Tirday: Wet snow

High:36 [nu':28
Details: l0A
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Abbey f¡nes
suspect pnests

GOn

Priests
must avoid
scandal,
staycclibate,
pope sa)6

vATtcANqrr(lp) -In a strong nessage ilays
befo¡e ¿ summit of U.S.
drurchmen on a sex abuse
ruilal, Pope Johr Paul II
raid Saturday that priestr
mu* live culilxt¡ liws anrl
¡void scmdalous behavior
Bishops, he said, must in-
estigate such behavior md

tIt Up to 15

have limits
on their
activities
Ey lGisin Gustißon md
DavülUm

SL John's.{bþ rutictr
ud wreeæ the livæ of 13

to 15 monlG or priests *hc
cquld pose ¿ risk ta the
ommuoitl.

MoEt of ùem, inclùdiúß
fom¿r Abl¡ot John Eiden-
schirþ have been æused
of o. he admiÉsd lo sN-

I
I

take ætion to e¡d it
Sp€¿king to Ntprim bistr-

:åi.,q:,ffi Æñil

ffi,[i&s
M*{sl to to¡ Joll.
s¡'ti¡otspcç¡- ¡¡ullt
tion going cdtô¡lt t¡ ¡Ùl'
into thc súññit md a 6m
polírry that hc demt toler
aæ bchwiorshvn þmme
U-S. chûùmen-

-fhe v¿lue of æìibæ as ¡
complctc al{l of sclf tio the
l¡rd ¡nd his Church mut
be care6rlly safeguordedi
John Paul said.

'Ihe comm€nls werc tle
popcb mort cxtensivc rF
rddùìß ce¡ibicy sine dsiß
ófnbuse begen erlict this
irù. 

^l 
lh" sümi! lhc w-

din¡l¡ çitl ùe looking for
mid¡ne on a mnße of i¡'
ius. iocludingwhdthu of'
fcndæshorldbc trsigred
uil æating a policy for e
portirg clâirns to poli€.

'Opportunlty'aualts
pope, flassen says

St. John'¡ Àbbot John
Klås¡, the hlBhert-Enk-
lnE mamber ol lhe l€l
monartlc cÚmsnitv,

Photo couÉq d Ed V.r5el St-

Ed V€ssel Sr. sey3 hl3
th¡5 @b¡n on Swe¡3on

By lftisin Gñfron
ùilDsvidUE

Ed Vessel Sr. feels æ if
he's befl runnitrg intg a
store wll fo¡ mo¡e tìo 24

oD rcrþ¡ti¡g sbuæ of n¡.
¡or È thræ ytæ in Min-
¡666 !ryI suÞpoß I
bill, foudciog l¡ t[e lrg'
tu¡ûturc to all@ victjru to
w abrm fø 30 yeæ af-
terthsts¡ ¿doftlþo¿

sæoud, v6æl ruts 8t.
¡oùtr'3lo Eirnborc tlÞ 6lde
od iaxpryen fc hupital-
irtios ud medíc¡tim
tìleì Ì¡Ê ffi hft beonc r
úpkfûrúbuEddhw
who h¿E bm ¡ùut{¿

A¡Ìdflndb,vælwtr
¡øfaio¡, He ftlt ¡on¡
hce¡ qùo, fu lhr 6¡¡t tiæ
Fridrv, tbe sbÞy pubUcly
r}ñ.ÌÀlðd ths1 t fañel

sn, Ed Jr. (squalllnE), Ías *rually abúsed by lhe Rev- R¡chard Eckroth (w¡th Elassæ) at
Lake No o¡e ds ln lhe pholìo i3 known to hæ mâde allegatioDs againl Eckrolh.

Joln

tem llden¡rlil¡lt

ùsed in the
abbey's suual abuse an,
sma.l erçloitation polþ -
úe limited to where the

saddled with
"appropdate
safeguuds'

cu go, what they can d
and whom they migLt e¡

d abu*, Ab-
bot John
Klæsen said
Fríday.

The mm

tí6,
Ab@t ¡96 nolc [vE ird

m¡hlyiD Mim@a,editr
sn¡ll mlmtic midø

sãti.urüË,ãa>

., ,t

Abbot investigates what really
went on atthe abbe/s lake cabin

ûE l¡st tl¡iEg I do in üriÉ ste¡e,
it! b ùege thåistúe ødC

Il¡e staùrts of Iimitðtioru

"with each, w¿ sel u¡
6pocílTc bouodå¡y coDdi'
6otu - shcÉ th€y m¡y b€
md aot be, who tbeyaaY
rcrft witb,'KIrcen sül

Rærjc,tioro indude ke¿P
lng tlc mo of ølle¡r or
prç scbæl goub ral tnt
ôf uniwrsity ethlctlc lirdÈ

yeæ, mr sinæ ûre iìry his
nmesake tÌied to qîlk ofi
thc mf of hir prup rthæL

Vscl. who hm workcd
half his life rt SL Jobnt
uturßiql PÉ, stif I 6üug'
sle whcn dffiibing *'hrr
followed hi¡ po Pdt ¡t-
remDt to cnd hi! ìife iû
Ma¡lì rg?8. Bwry timt he
æEËdæbppÛE*bd
d¡w his æn ø ¡¡lci¡le urd
obetqrøt løpit¡tia*ro
h" hit" *i".tioq h¡u eqoiu-
alg]t gf L'toDÈ-Y.q. .r .-

rcrkatg¿ Johlb Un¡6iS
ùE ÌI.eperory scb@l ud
I't¡e LiturÉiql P6. St
Johnk Abbef Bools tls
ære hr prirha, horPltds
@d ¡etircmert etrtts,

¡llEplñÞJ@hgFr

Lhe 197ûr-
EclsntÌ¡ dmi6 thÊ dl€Ê

Ed Væ.| Sr., ¡n Mplotr. tt Th. Lnsr8k¡l ÈE tr sL
John'r UnihBltv. h.r ñrk { 3¡E l9t8 to Ft ffi'
thlns ¿orc àbooi th. âbuæ h. {y¡ hls fi 3ollÊFd ¡t
ür. hrnd! ol lhe R4. Rlch¡td Eckrodl

i4 belrL tEbm ortrtd
Saturdôv ât his mNlorY
¡sidoãe. he tefeffid ñlltinN, Ab$ot Joh¡ Klsæt
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ffiffit
tion goiug Clllh.qlt glt'
inlo lhc suñmit ud ô 6m
polic1' ùar he dæm't toìu-
ort bclwiorshon þæmc
U.S.churchm

The rdueof æìihecy æ ¡
comÞlete 8ift of6elfto the
l¡rd aud hig Chu¡ch mul
be erefu lly sofeguarded,'
Joh¡ Paul sall.

The com€nts wre the
popds m$t ext€ftiw re
gudiot æìÍb¡rysiÉ cl¡úru
of abuse begu earlier this
yw.,ltthe6l¡¡mi! theq:
dinals qill be løking for
guidue on a rangc of ir-
su, indudingwhethr of-
fer¡dff sÌtold b€ Ési¡¡od
rnd æating a poliqv br e
porting cl¡im to police.

'OpportunÍþ'rreits
PoPc' lflñscll ¡¡ys

Sì. John's Abbot John
Klásn, tñe highest-ñnk-
in8 member of th€ l@l
mohastic community,
viGE lhis wæk's summit
bctrccn Fopc John P¡ul ll
and U.S ed¡n¡ls as an
opportuniv lor the pope.

-He hðs th€ poÉr to
wæ. HèhastlÞ mæl
¡uthority to sy b tlE blsÞ
oN and ørdlÈ¡a 'l{e nccd
tó tâk,'' Klæn s¡d, "l'm
hoplnE lÉ taks thB oppor
tunity to bc ffil¡w and
bold ad wry qhpáslof,-
ale ñr thc sufiêdnc of ã lot
ol p€oPle of llþ churci of
th€ Unltêd Sletes."

By Krirriu cactâf$¡
qd D¡riilUre

Ed Vessel S¡. feels u if
heb bæl running into *
stone wã¡l for ñon ù¡¡ 24
¡æ, msinæthedayhir
nãB6Bke t¡ied to w¡ìk of
the mf of hie pnp sbæL

Vesl- who hs workcd
half his life at St- Joh¡'s
L¡turgiel PHq stil stru8-
gls when dæcribing whet
followed his rcn Edb ¿t-
tempt to end his life in
Mmh 1978. Ewry time he
@ms dcc to proíìrg whrt
dm- his sn a srrícido md
wboequent h<x¡ritaliarioru,
he his rejeaìon, hir equiv.
alant of À stoæ s¡ll.

He belisq Ed Vqæl Jr"
knom æ'LÍttJe Edi wu
smallyabusedþaprisL
l{ir quær for æoñmtior
md jixtiæ ho ledto iloæro
ofsiûtfu õb¡id ûor¡ othG,

Ilrcyal w guËb ofrhe
ReRid¡r[dEdmûhstast
JolnbmløbinmSrsr-
m l¡lc i¡ Edtami Co¡¡*y.

ï c¡pccr to be südl'Ve
s€l said of h¡s ellaSstioß
th¿t Eckrcth molqrted h¡s
son ild other childreû i¡

¡lß l¡6ûth¡û8 I do i¡ thÈ sde,
ifs to change th8l rtde @de'

Tte sìÂtut¿ of linilstiom
o¡ rcportint sbw of Ei-
aon is threeyeæ in Min-
nc8ot¡. VNel supDoris s
bill, foundcirg br tlre lc¡-
itl¿ture, to al¡@ eict¡N to
me abués for 30 yw¡ ¡f-
Îdthryrcå.ü sdultì@d,

SMnd, Vesl wuts St.
Job¡h ø æinbræ tlæ sfde
ud taraayen for høpital-
iu¿tio$ Md medicatiohr
tlat be seys hæ beme o
ctaple for his on ud othæ
v¡ho h¡w bm aù¡¡seò

And ffnslly, Vsel vuu
a mnfesion.lle felt soe
lrope wìrø, for the 6rrl tirnc
Ftirla¡ tbc abbey publicly
aclootod¿ed thl a fumø
âbbot Àbteed tw Eonk! i¡
the l970s. Klssg o¡æ di&
qsed hi¡ belieftì¿t uor,l¡-
cl Dricst, the Rw. Cosmæ
Dd¡lbc¡mc¡, ¡bused two
young þæ in the l97O*

Te neeilto addre th*
lhíngl honeslty a¡d diruttf
Klsm gid llidav. Thsf,¡
tbe only way to regain t}e
üust of the @mwity:

S€eOlDtN,4À>

abbeyl smal abuse an
sflrl qplotbtioû poü,cy -
ee liDitèd to where ìhr
cal go, what tftey cm t'
md whom they might er
ml€r.

"with ach, w€ sel ü
speciñc bouudary ænd
tiorc - vùoe tiry roy I
ud not be, who thry mr
wckuit['Klmsid,

R6Þictiffi indude l€q
ilg the mm ofr @llege r

pap æhool gromtls od o
ofuniæxity athletic fæil
d6,

.Abqrt 196 mnl6liw Ð
rüÌâtst Johds UniEil
the Pr€petory Schæl e
The Liturgic¿l Pre$. S

John3 Abbey moalc ak
sæ in puisüæ, hoepita
ud reti¡emot cents
minlyi¡Mimrute md:
smallmq¡sic mu¡iti

SeIIMII$SA

What'sinsidr
I Rêad Abbot John

Klrssn's slatem4l, s.tu
dayt slorlæ at n*s*
lin*6ñ.

a WheE money om€
frem tor settlementr/¡lA

.l{ffimsldeB
opem6 pôllcy.hanæ/{

r 1985 meêt¡ng sh€lvr
abus reporv4A

I Hostheabbeyard
the dl@se diffellA

sl ¡bus, Âb-
bot Joà¡
KlNre! 6¿id.

Flidry.
The men

¡addled *irl
'spprcpriúé
safe¡uards"

used
teE

'in the

Joà¡
gd6ù*

". i.._ .
PhobcNÊq d Ed VelSi
Ed Væl sr'$tE hls en, Ed Jr. (rqustll¡g), wa¡ wrtl!¡ ãbüÐd by tlì. Rcv. nkhÍú E lmth (w¡th ¡l¡¡$s) at
lhir øbin on Sw.nsr L¡¡e. l{o on! .k ir lñê pholô Ir krwn lo hrv! m.d. allêgalloni ag¡lnst €c¡Þlh.

Abbot investigates what really
went on atthe abbe)/s lake cabin

I

l

lr

flhÉ phb òy Jqd¡ Slrycr

€d V6rl Si, ¡n cmplôtte rt Thc LlturÍtol ÈGs ¡t St.
John" UnlvcÉlv, h.¡ rorled slnc. l97A to 8rl ed!-
lhln8 dsc lboul the !bú!e ho stE i¡r sn {fhrcd 8l
lh. L.nds of the ncv, RiEhård ftkrcth,

ùc l9?Os. inshølú.u¡hq@deJ.d
Eckoth denis the dhg+ Sstu¡day rt his motruter/

tio¡r, Abbot John K¡ava rcsidcnce, he ¡efcrcd dl
sid- But KlNcn sid Frl- quotiou to the shb¿"p¡ù-
day tùat hc will iwetigrte lic elatioro oflìe
vcir€lb clåinr ud wtÁ to Vesel nceds hir job ad
tall *ith my victim of s- in@m !o æ for hic ailing
u¡l ¡buæ by frricst3 or wifr,butlæbwillirgbÉd(il
monk¡, /qd u iæently u He old he has ¡ffi impe
lst mon¡h, he Bùthorizcd timt ¡ftcrlqrpftryür8 to
ûre sbbqv lo tEy geooo to gct the ¡tleDtion of l¡w *
hcl¡ oìe viciim who tme foøut, rbb"r, pcmel
fo¡rì ¡*¡imt Eclrrcth. uial worle n ud lr4m'Echóth. 76, hs nwe¡ 9o hcb gorc public, dc
becn chugcl. Eulie! tbis wd¡ng thm tltil5r beforc
ycu, he wro iqlured *hllc he dis, '¡'r¡ 63 ye¡rt, 4
dtt¡¡ß wqrd ùd is io hi[- mouths oldi hesid. "lf itl

Museum exhibit b"ings Keillor's \U'obegon to lif(
National Geographic
photographer's work
goes on displaytodaY

þllzI(ohmm

; A fisti@.t city in cmtrsli Minneota, bmght to life
wilb cø¡in lcilb/¡ smrds
ud a Netional Gographic
phoøgrapher! piaoæs, is
tÀe nw exbibit ¡t the
SìteG HistoryMudm

"I¡ Scuch of l¡le Wobe
. golf features photographs
I of Central Mitrneot¿ by

Rich¿rd Olsenius md ¡to-
ris ñom Lake Wobegoa
witten þ IGillor

. Abe exhibitopens today.

lw;ffi,ê*gq,*t*
Wh.G3 StÊårnr Cdnty l¡miller

Hisiory MGem, 23+33rd l¡rlormatloN 253-8424

4"1.s-,___ ___-_866) 3E:814-_ _
olsqiu wí¡l beat lhe mu- tbe d¡llds¡æaboÞffi

td

rmm to sign books Êon
noofi to 3 p.n MEitoF ¡le
ø øjcy æliwhnots ud
ttre muqic of Pal Inholte,

Iêl{e Vr'obegon is I tom
Keillor describæ in his
bæks md *ttùdy public n-
ilio shw æ a plaæ iwhere

the mEm ae strcnE, the
mo are godlooking ud

¡ge' Mqry ûf the storis ee
incplred by lift in Steans
Cowty.

The toM might not flíst
on a nap, but Keillor bx a
clear vision of whe¡e it
ttr¡ives.

?æpìe wt sto¡ië to be
tue," Keilìor rid in a rm

SæKEILII)&7¡4.>
fur SeãEh of Låkê trawlllB qñ¡bit of 116 Cdtr¿l ¡

or dlsÞky .t thc mu*uñ lod.

Írc gnob bY Khh^¡de6o¡
Sterrns County Músun cuôlor SlcE Fe¡lck ¡nd æsisb¡t d¡rÈclor Ann Me

IE tG

loday's inder
Adviæ.........2c L@|.,,.,.--.lB
B¡1h...,....,..28 Mof, ey.,........18
Éæks.........3c Nrtion-..,-".34
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. Clæ Czæh. Liltl€ Falk
. ¡úàFet E. D¡nieli

. D6nnß Ethq Elk R¡w
r ht3 Their Ed@ Vålley
¡ Joùn ?élç Litle Fâllt

Gonlng ilondry
The rcordlng induslry

and @nsumers aE al odds

right to make dlgital @pi6
ãnd ld¡6. The lmGr tæh-
nology *ctioo delves inio
¡ssue ol P¡74ry vetsus lhir E.

firr¡chtr¡iuE ¿F{f0 r(&l) tÍ¡¡tlt {

V

t/
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4/23/02

Abbot John, Dietrich, lVilliam,

Bob Stich has approved the statement sent this a-m., and the following will be sent to the
SJU Board of Regents, the SOT Board of Overseers and the SJU Cabinet rhis afternoon at
4:15 unless I hear otfiorwise Êom you.

Patti

In light of continued national and local attention on issues ofclergy misconducl Saint
John's Abbey afñrms its commifment to address and resolve these matters.

À Statement from Saint Johnts Abbey

AJlegations of sexual abuse by monks of Saint John's Abbey have been a matter of public
record for several years. Each ofthese allegalions has been promptly and thoroughly
investigated. Every effort has bcen made to contact possiblc victims ofabuse so that they
can tell their story and receive the care they need. It is the policy of Saint John's Abbey
to protect all children and vulnerable adults from abuse by mernbers of the monastic
communþ. In every instance, the orimary concem is that victims of abuse receive
support and healing. Steps are also taken to insure that those who have abused work only
in positions where others a¡e not vulnerable,

The news media continue to report deeply distrubing allegations of sexu¡l abuse made
against Fr. Richard Eckoth. Each of these allegations has been investigated, and Abbot
Jolm Klassen continues to moet with those who believe themselves to be victims of abuse

by Fr. Richard. Despite diligent efforts it h¿s not yet been possible to establish the facts
of these complex and disturbing allegations. However, Abbot lohn Klassen is determined
to pursue this case until iÎ is resolved and justice is served. Meanwhile, it is the policy of
Saint John's Abbey to offer pastoral care and assistance to thos€ who have come forward
with allegations against F¡. Richard. At every step Saint Jobn's Abbey has complied with
Minnesota state law, worked with local authorities and will continue to do so.

The pain çaused by sexual abuse is deep. lilherr it occurs at thc hands ofthose charged

with proclaiming the Good News of lesus Christ, it is unconscionable. The monks of
Saint John's Abbey will do everything in their power to ensure that those in pain find
healing and that such pain is prevented iu the fi¡tu¡e.
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Skudlarek, William

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Szarke, Christopher
Tuesday, April 23, 2002 4:54 PM
Klassen, John
McGraw, Rene
Fr. Richard Eckroth

Dear Abbot John,

Today ¡n Spiritual Direction with Rene, I mentioned a conversalion thal happened today. Rene suggested that I share that
information w¡th you:

During my afternooøwork assignment in laundry with t . she told me that onc of the giils who had beên at the
cabin with Fr. Richatd Eckroth was a cousin late husþand. This coush ,id, told her that nothing
happened on the v¡sit.

Please let me know how I can support the work you are doing, Abbot John. I appreciate all you are doing to create
healing.

Peace,
Christopher

OSB ECKROTH OO4I4
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Rvan, Kelly

From:
Sent:
To:
Sub¡ect:

JSK
Monday, May 06, 2002 1 1:25 AM
Ryan, Kellv

Kelly - this letter should go out to day - wilh a check for 10,000 f rom Bened¡ct's special account.

FI
lêüêr.dæ

1
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY

Box 2015

COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 5632'I-2015

OFFICE OF THE ABBOT

Ìl/.ay 6,2002

Dea

Maxine Bamett é-mailed me that you are in further need of assistance. Further,

that the counseling has been helpful to you, which was ¡iratifying to me' I know

that this ordeal has been very hard for you and has taken a great deal of courage

enclose $10,000 and I am hoping that this will be of help.over the short hall'

Sincerely,^

þ/þl*
Abbot John Klassen, OSB

PHONE 320 363-2544 FAX 320 363-3082
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Skudlarek, Wllllam

From:
Scnti
To:
SubJôct:

Abbot John:

Trenz, Herbert
Monctay, May 06, 2002 4:11 PM
Klassen, John
Annuig Cost

I was able to get some prelimlnary costs for lhe purchase of an annui$. tf we were sure we were golng to purchase I

would have surveyed a greator númber of companies but thls takes more time and I assumed ¡,ou wanted the costs noÂ,.

An annuity paying $725 per month for 10 ¡æars would cost apptoximately $67,703.

An annu¡ty paying $1',000 per month for 10 ¡rears would cost approximately $93,383.-

Hop6 this helps. Please let me know if I can bo of any further help.

Herb

1
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05/06/02

Abbot.Iohn Klassen OSR
Saint Johrs Abbey
Collegeville, MN 56j21 -2015
(866)508-4466

Father Abbot;
First and forcmost I must commend you on tlre recenl changes in the slatements and actioris of Sl. Johns

Abbey. I am writing this letter, for what ever purpose it måy sewe, I am unsure what that may be, but it

will óake me feel better to know you have read my views, and have some unde¡standing ofwhere my

family is at with atl this abuse. This Ietter may fall on deafears, and so be it.

You know my whole family's history, with my two blothers as I am sure you ale well aware

of my case às well.
I must state I have seen more promising stateÍieûts, and read more material since you have been abbot,

then all along, I commend you for your efforts and for øking the time to speak to my mother & father'

As you very well know from talking to theíL they ar€ devastated and this really has had an impact on

th"*. .*r.óiullu ry ¡¡fler for having put so manv vears of Ìus lìfe in at St. Iohns. Heck, my brother

I have always been afraid tô say a word to anyone, for that simple fact. He has children of his own and I
have seen what tbis has done to my father. Hive you had to watch your 70-yr. old fathø cry like a child?

I cannot bear it,..
You know sómething father? I have agonizêd over àll this anil what it possibly would do to-my family for

rnany ye¿¡rs. I tlen tcll my story and it-is all dis-credited and made out to be almost like I asked for and

des#ed the abuse why? Ït/ai I cute? tùtras my family readrly accessible to these individuals at

St.Augustines Parish? ihat would be a yes! Hill, father Ccsr.os even followed our family ø St' Joe rigbt

aflerwemovedthere, Nowisn'tthatacoincidence? I'llbet' don'tihinkso'
I had always suspected it happening to them also but we as boys never discussed it but I knew, we would

all run & hide when any ofthem came to ou¡ home.
As for Father Richard, do you honestly believe he is innocent?

Look Father; go and look át their ¡ecoids and you will see many disturbing things of suspected abuse, paid

offhush money in cases, many allegations of abuse well before we ever went public'

There is therapy and many re-assignments and its all there.

Druing my particular case the Defense tear& the wonderfi¡l SJ Abby, Fr. Romal F¡. Rene, your attomeys

¡"¡om" Xiolu. & Robert Stich and not to leave out Ms.Maxine Barnette have all played their part in

undermining what has happened here, and it is a real nagedy.

You¡ PredeJessor was I believe deeply concerned, but for the image ofSt' Jobns Abby and the University

in the most part. That is evident by all of their actions.

Maxine Bamette is not an advocate for an abused person by the clergy; she is an advocate for St.John's

Abby. I had wifnessed her pumping my parents for information while the proceeding 's were taking place,

and úad I lnown all the legål .num6o- ¡tr*bo -d what she was representing, I would not have allowed her
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to dupe my parents by sitting at the table for dinner, much like Father Cosmos and father Richard had for

rnany y6ars. That is a Joke, do you know these two were at ou house for dinner every holiday, baptisr4

birthday, wedding, and perfomred sacraments and such to my family?
What would that do to you religion Father?
It makcs me sick to my slomach.
Thark god for father Louis, he has passed away but was an associate pastor at St. Augustines.

I had told him in a round -a-bout way and asked him questions way back then to try to cope with all this-

I was older than my brothers were, so mybe it was easier or harder for me I am not sure.

Father Louis kept me in check and busy with serving mass with him and taught me a lot about god, my

faith and what to expect. He was a great man, read up on him. I can't recall his last name, but my mothel

knows.
Anyway, the illustrious defense teâm put me inf¡ont ofFather Richard for a deposition after not dealing

with all this for ove¡ 25 yrs, which afìer rundng out and getting sick in the stairwell of the attomey's office

I continued. It was the most difficult thing I have eve¡ went through, watching Eclroth scratch on a note

pad, and not look up once, not have the guts to add¡ess me or anyone, and walk out with his attomeys after

all thatjoking and carrying on. I then passed him one day on the highway, he was driving an abbey car,

and I was headed back to my parent's house. I will not tell you the thoughts I had that day, but my
intentions were not good, and he may thank god that I had presence of mind and body. That I assure you.

Why is it that all the records never got produced ofFather Ricbards medical, personnel file etc?
'Where are they and why did everything get brushed undet the carpet?
I have not read them, but I guarantee if llre were made available, thc¡e would be no doubt in anyone's mind,

nor a court of law's that he belongs in prison. Father Cosmos?
Poor Father Cosmos is too old md has mental problems and oant talk to anyone?

I highly doubt it. Be fore my mother quit working at StJohns she was informed of some of the guys state of
health & mind, That is why she is not there anymore, she couldn't stomach.working ìn food service and for
the monastery and heuing the remarks, and waìching them all live in their little world, sheltered by rhe

abbey. YOU ARE NOT ABOVE TI{E IÁW I

It is tll ok thougb because ifyou have faith thm you know as well as I do that God's law will prevail

anyway, and you I feel sorry for put in this position to have to clean up this mess many have allowed to go

on for yêars.
I feel terrible for you, as my father has explained to me who you are, and that you were student there at St.

Johns at one time. Then you also know some of the shenanigans that go on, IM srue you have seen many

in your years studying there.
Vr'hat I feel bad about for you abbot, is that unless you do something drastic, and make this stop for the

future of our childrer¡ you are an accomplice, by association.

You have the power to remove these mên from the prieslhood. NO , SEQUESTERED IN A
MONESTAR?DoRM IS NOT GooD ENOUGH ! They have no business in thàt monastery, nor

anywhere near it and you know it.
Ali this legal effort and hiding and moving blame, and moving priests and blanketed under the Abby and

the lau/ m;st stop. I know, gõd as my witness I have nothing to fear, but these perpetrators have ever¡hing
to fear. \ilhy didn't the Abby use their Legal Efforts and power in the churches to make an example out of
these that you know are guilty, its there in their records IOOK !

Why has The Abbey done nothing but s$,eep 90 % ofthe cases under lhe rug because ofthe Statutes?

DO you not believe my family and me when we tell you this?
You go look at the pain in my mother and Fathers eyes Abbot Klassen; I have seen all I want to see'

You iom. hçre and meet me when you come to Dallas for the Bishops Conference, I will be here, and I live

tear
I will be right outside standing ihere, waiting to talk to anyone that will listen. I have that righ! I am not

believed, but there are a lot ofsimilar people out there, and they will be there too.

Come hear the pain all this has caused me, witb emotional problems, marriagg sexual & Self-Estecm'

Maybe you can explain all this to my two sons when they are old enough and that is comilg up soon. I
don't want to be the one to crush them and their religion & faith. They will know someday, how will I tell

them when they ask?

So, where does that leave all this and you and the Abby?
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You can continue dis-crediting every case that comes up one by one, just as it has happened in the past.

I was promised help by the Abby and that was shut off. I filed my lawsuit when this happened and not

before. I can say that anything ùat happens in the futwe to the Abby and the Catholic Church is well
deserved and just.
In no way was my family out to get a handout ever. The instances a¡e teal as you are sìtting tlere
breathing, and were wrong and a crime. I filed a l¿wsuit for compensation for counseling and future costs

and legai fee's. I got barely enough to cover the legal costs, and continue to have spent well over

$10,000.00incounseüngsincetheAbbystoppedpafing' Itisaisoagreedthatthecounselinøcnntì"o"s
part of the settlement agreement, you might want to go read that in my case, as well as, 

- .

i have kept up my part;fthe bargair\ and once again have been quíet, let the Abby and this whole tragedy

and lawyèrs have me sign a gag order that I cannot talk. Once again victimized by the organization you

h¿ve toúl control ove¡. I would love for someone to ask me about the settlement' since it has been

breached just like I knew it would be from day one. I will talk to whoever will listen, and I am in the

process of witing a book. I have to get the words out somehow.

i fear nobody whin it comes to this, I am tired of sitting back and being victimized over and over, lr'ill it
ever go away?
I gueis the process is over bul I still see it everytime I look into the face ofmy parents and family.

TÍe fear of my brother loosing his lively hood at St. Johrx. 'l-he pain in my parent's eyes, and that is now

my memories of Minnesota and what I have to look forward to when f reû¡rn-

I wouldn't wish it on my worst enemies.

May god help you all !

I lnow you will need it.
I still have my faith in god, but my religion is no longer based on fear as taught by priests and what I
leamed as a youngster. I do not fear god, but I feel happy knowing I have a place, and I know I do, and no

building or organization, nor Abby has given me that, nor can take it away-

I found him ¡nd what I feel all own my or¡r'n, and tluougb all lhis hurt and mishusl and being abused and

victimized, it is a miracle I know Jesus Ch¡ist in any forn

I sat on a bench at Laguadia aþort in 1982 leaving in a snowstorm for the United States Airforce.

I was stranded, and had nor di¡ection in my life whatso-ever.

All I knew was I was running aúay ftom all my problems, and I felt good.

The loneliness I experienced caused me to marry, and make some bad choices' but I am a better person for

that. Helt, the loneliness is better than what I experienced so for in my I I yrs back then,

Anyway, an old man sat dolvn next to me on the bench and said nothing. He didn't have ¿ tooth in his

h"aa, aíi ¡ust rut there looking at me now and then. He dug for a matchbook cover and a motioned to me

for a pen saying nothing, and i gave him one. He w¡ote for the longest time a¡d handed me the snip of
paper. I opened it cuz it was folded like the matchbook is, and sta¡ted to read

it said : ;' tooting babk for one Yesterilay, can cost you alì yóu¡ tomonow's"
I looked up and h. 

-t""t gon , that my ûiend was an angel, and I have never told ãnyone that story, but I
carry the taüe¡ed paper in my billfold. Who was that old man, I don't know but I am hoping it was my

deaá grandfathersor something otr that order coming to tell me to push ahead.

I will k¡ow who it was when he greets me when I pass, I think whomever it was will be there'

I don't know yhat the fi¡tuIe holds, not ifthis letter will even make you think, but god bless ¡'ou in your

efforts, and you must do ths right thing,
You must do what is right for the victims & their family's.
you Íiay not go back aid do what ìs right for my family, and us but I swely hope you do it in the tutu¡e.

There are rrany people watching, waiting, praying and will not stand for any more.
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You lnow wh¡t is right; you necd to read the past & tbe present information you have in all those files in
your offices. You can make Tte ISTI organìzation do what it is supposed to do, instead of baving a

perpetrator on the board of directors, running its everyday affairs'
i|at is a whole other issue, I cannot even begin to understand or discuss, but I have been to the web sile,

and it disgusts me.

I guess you will have to do what's righq or do what is expected of you at the Abby, or above all you could

do what's in your heart,
It is tn¡ly in your hands, that is why this letter has bee¡r written.

-.sincersli:
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Skudlarek, William

Sent:
To:
Cc:

From:

Subject:

lmportance:

Hemmesch, Michael
Monday, May 06, 200214:52 PM
Reinhart, Dietrich; Klassen, John
Culligan, Roþ; Milbert, Mary; Kellom, Gar; Hoye, Gregory; McGee, Jon; Sommerer, Shaun;
McGraw, Rene
KSTP-TV Lead Story for Monday, May 6

High

Please be aware that KSTP-TV, Channel 5 led their 10 p.rn. newscast this evening with a storv about the Stearns
County Sheriffs Depadment and theirongoing investlgation of the Fall 1974 murders of the and the fact
that their nâmes appeared on the Abbey's guest list of individuals that went with Fr. Richard Eckroth to the Abbey,s
cabin. Sheriff Kostreba was interviewed, as well as the sister and parents of thc

I have a tape of the story and will fom¡ard the transcrípt of the newscast as soon as j receive it.

M¡chael Hernmesch
5l U D¡rector of Commun lcatlon/Sports Informat¡on
Coilege of Sa¡nt Benedíct/Saint John's Universlty
Phone: (320) 363-2595
Fax: (320) 363-3446
mhemmesch@csbsju,edu <mailto: mhemmesch @gsbsiu.edu>
<htlo : #www.csbsiu.edulnews/>

L
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JBK

From:
Sent:

Klingeman, David
Tuesday, May 07,2002 9:13 AM
JBK
RE: another æquest

To:
Sub¡ect:

There is an appo¡ntment ¡n Jerome's calendar on Monday, July 12, 1982 (9-10 a.m')
I Richard"

---Orlghâl trt€ssage---
Frum¡ JBK
Sênb Tueday. May 0¿ 2002 8:22 AM

To: Xlingeman, David
Ssbjectr anoülerrequest

Hello David

Do vou have Abbot Jerome Theisen's calendar while he was abbot? Do you have
1982? Just to check up on a statement. Thanks. +John

,isiting him on 12 July
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I

Eyewitness News investigation; Two girls killed 30 years ago spent
time in a cab¡n owned by St' John's Abbey ¡{
Publishing date: 05-07-2002 0l:11 AI\4

"I thought I didn't ever want to reenter this case againr'r says Rita Reker'

But tonight, this mom and dad are re-entering the murder case of their two
daughters.

It's a change of heart prompted by 5t, John's Abbot who for the first time is
allowing law enforcement unlimited access to their priests' personal files.

Stearns County Sheriff Jim Kostrebä says¡ "Right now we're very appreciative
of the Abbot's willing to help to do what it takes."

Mary and Susie Reker are among the hundreds of children who went with
Father Richard Eckroth Ín the 1970's to thls isolated Northern Minnesota cabin
.owned by the Abbey.

Eckroth has never admitted any wrongdoing, but Abbot Klassen says he now
believes there are credible allegations that Eckroth sexually molested children
at the cab¡n.

An Eyewitness News investigation 18 months ago uncovered a copy of the list
of children Eckroth brought to the cabin, including the two dead girls.

Their sister Betsy told us then she was haunted by what she remembers about
Father Eckroth.

"I wonder about my sister Mary because I know there was some kind of
conflict between her and him,"

The girls were found stabbed to death in a quarry in the fall of 1974' Police
pursued many leads including questioning Eckroth. He passed a polygraph but
Sheriff Kostreba says the four investigators he's now assigned to this case will
want to interview Eckroth again. Along with many others.

Kostreba says, "There are still other suspects that are not affiliated to St.
Joh n's. "

Rita and Fred Reker appreciate the Abbot's new openess and they want to
encourage parents of all the cabin children to end the decades of silence.

5t7102

$*,?si#

ffi#'sr
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Fred Reker says, "I am hopeful that others will come forward and speak out
about what took place at the cabin. So that the facts witl be known."

And any unsolved cases can be aggresively pursued.

J-' ¡au to Scast I rr video

JNewslWeätherlSportslCommunitylPlay my scastl

Comments, questions or suggestions? Contact Us
@2002 Hubbard Broadcasting Inc,
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Page I ofl

Abþot John
I received a call fron , states he was molested by Eckroth before
he was ordained. Hes no¡ rookrng for anythrng, but feels his ¡nfo may help in determining Eckroths culpability.
I had 2 other calls stating they were at lhe cab¡n w¡th Eckroth.
There are some lhings that could be done lo ass¡st in determining if the accusations against Eckroth are true.
Lie detectors in this case are useless.

The openness and truthfulness you have shown ¡n this s¡tuat¡on, is Íespected and refreshing to the community
members of the clergy, ând the students- I have not heard anything to the contrary. You sure took the "sting"
out of the adverse stôries. Even the media bel¡eves in you, they rarely do that.

lf I can be of any assistance, let me know.

yours truly

JBK
From:

Sent: Thursday, May 09, 2OO2i:0a AM

TO: JBK
Subject: info

s/9/02
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arren Paul McEnroe and Pam Louwa
Wornen accuse St, John's Abb priest of abuse

Pr-¡blished i\4ary 9, 2002

They were supposed to be joyous getaways with a priest well known by their families, a man who loved the
ouldoors and enjoyed taking groups ofsix or seven children on weekend outings in the 1970s,

But h¡/o women say what they experienced at a northern Minnesota cabin r¡,ere weekends of horror.

"I remember Father Richard got mad about something and we ran over to the neighbors,,, said . 42,
of ïVoodbury. "The woman and her boys wanted us to stay the night there, but rã ¿i¿o'i. I was 1 1. Father
Richard raped me that nighl"

Father Richard is the Rev. Richard Eckroth, 75, a monk at St. John's Abbey in Collegeville, Minn., whøe he
taught philosophy to shrdents at St. John's University, was prefect at a resiãence hall"and served as priest in wo
nearbyparishes before he was transferred in 1977 to the abbey's Bahamas mission.

On Tuesday, received a check for $10,000 from St. Johl's Abbot John Klassen, whom she told about her
alleged abuse for the first time in January. He sent her $2,000 in April. The mone¡ hÁ said Wednesda¡ is io
help with counseling and living costs.

An accompanfng letter from the abbot said, "I know that this ordeal has been very hard for you and has taken a
great deal of courage. I enclose $10,000 and I am hoping thai this wiil be of help óver the short haul.,,

Klassen said that the payments to ¡¿ere not an admission that Eckroth is culpable, but ,,an

acknowledgment that here is a person in great pain and great need.."

Eckroth has denied âny involvement with sexual abuse. Through an abbey spokesman, he declined v/ednesday
[o talk with a repofer.

The Star Tribune is identifying the priest, who has not been charged with any crime, because he has beenpublicly ídentified by the abbot at St. John's Abbey, where tris activities havå been iestricted since 1993 because
1

St. Cloud Times
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of sex-abuse allegations; he was the focus of sexual-abuse lawsuits, and has been identified by the Stearns
County sheriff as â suspect inthe 1974 sfabbing deaths of , 15, and her sister 12, of St.
Cloud.

The abbot said he has started investigating allegations of sexual abuse by Eckroth and is considering hiring an
outside investigator to assist him,

From 1971 to 1976, Eckroth routinely took small groups of boys and girls -- children of füends who worked as
St. John's, or children from nearby parishes -- to a cabin near Bemidji, Mirm., for overnight visits, Klassen said.

The cabin on Swenson Lake is owned by St. John's Abbey as a place for vacations and retreats for the monks in
the Benedictine monastery,

Twin Cities attorney Jeff Anderson said that he has represented at least six victims of abuse by priests at the
abbey. He said that before 1994 he settled "a I€w in the several-hundred-thousand-dollar range." After 1g94, he
saíd he v¡as fbrced tc settle fbr lvhat he describcd as small cash settlemeüts aroi¡rd $25,0ûû because ihe statute
of limitations had elapsed.

He said three of the smaller settlements were suits against Eckroth. "I'm embarrassed and sad to sayl had to
settle for that on the victims'behalf," Anderson said.

He said a particularly sad case involved and her family. The statute of limitations had run out
on their case and he couldn't help them. "That rvhole family suffered one horrible tragedy after another," he said.

A victim's story

voice is full of something beyond rage when she goes deep to dredge the memories of what
she says was abuse by Eckroth.

"Psychological mutilation. Abuse by religious elders. I've ca:ried these scars for so many years," she said. from
her home in a small town in northern ldaho, which she asked remain ururamed, now 38, said she was
sexually abused at least four times at the cabin between the ages of 7 and 11.

Weeks ago she was invited to fly back to Minnesota by Abbot Klassen to describe what she remembcrs. With
great reservations, she said, she came and, with her father at her side, she told Klassen of a childhood ruined,
Whether that talk will lead to a settlement for her and her family, she said she hasn't a clue.

"I know that I w¿mt full compensation for my family for what we've all suffered," she said.

She describes what she rccails as if it happened last week:

The fondling in the cabin sauna, thor up in the musty loft. The knife at her tltoat while the priest from St. John's
Abbey molested her and told her she would die if she ever talked about what he was doing to her. This from the
man who'd taught hor father philosophy when he was a student at the St. John's prep school.

She said she was at the cabin at least once with the girls but can't remçmber them ever saying whether
theld been sexually abused by the priest.

"I can't tell you I witnesscd any other children having the kind of contact he [Eckroth] had with me,"
said.

It wasn't until she was 28 that the secrets she'd carried finally came out and her family leamed of her abuse, she
said.

had described the sexual abuse he said he suffered at the hands ofBckroth.

2
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Now it was her.

"It made us scattered to the wÍnd," she said. Those experiences had crippled a family, ' said, because the
children subconsciously felt threatened if they talked to authorities, fearing thal their father would lose his job as

a sales rep and editor at the abbey's Liturgical Prsss.

"As kids we grew up thinking priests were God, people we Iüere only to respect," she said. "We were only to
obey them."

The priest was the only adult at the cabin, a trusted fÌgure.

said the strongest threads of memory center on what took place in the sauna and the loft.

"In the sâuna, I was laying on the top shelf and he was rubbing my baclcside with his hands -- of course, he'd
instructed us all to be naked, and he penetrated me with his hand," she recalled. "I don't remember leaving the
sauna, I don't remember if that was the end of the abuse."

The most horrific of her memories in the cabin, she said, was an attack that took place while plalng spin the
bottle one evening after dinner.

When von, she said the priest took her to a chest full of clothing, men's shirts and T-shirts, and odd
gannents described to her as costurnes. She was supposed to choose the kind of clothes she wanted and then
climb up to the loft.

"He brought me to the top of the ladder. I remember specifically his breath on the back of my knees," she said,
The smell of leaves outside and old smells inside the loft ñlled her nose -- "like a place that hadnt been swept
out or washed out."

"He stripped me naked with the intention of putting on this costume and while he was doing that he started
cussing in my ear. . . . He had a lcnífe to my throat -- silver knife -- I'd neve'r seen it before and never again."

She said she felt that she might die. "'What I do remember is him saying, 'I wil1kill you if you tell anybody.'

"And then he penetrated me again with his hand,"

She didn't tell her parents. But after. son tried to commit suicidc in 1978, allegations that the son had
been abused by Ecftroth surfaced, said. Now 63, he said he immediately took his concemó to social
workers and doctors, asking them to tell the Steams County sheriff. He also said he talked to a retired abbot at
the time and several years later went to the sheriff. He said hís questions went unanswered.

;aid: "My dad was not clear enough at the time to wheel around on a dime and go, 'Oh, my
God, my daughters ï/ere up there, too; what happened to my daughters?'That happened years and years later
when we came to him."

Later, she told him what she remembered of being abused and he talked v/ith officials then, too, said.

"It was always, 'You have ow apology . . , profound and sincere and deep' and every other adjectivo you can put
ril'ith it," he said.

Meeting with Weaver

Three years ago, a¡rd ¿nd several supporters m€t with Minnesota Public Safety Director
Cha¡lie 

-Weaver 
and state Planning Director Dean Barkiey to discuss her allegations and some other cases.

On Weduesday, Weaver recalled the sessiorr as a "weird rneeting" fitled with allegations of comrption and a
grand coverup. He said he didn't have a ciear recollection of the issues sunounding the St. John's case.

3
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James Kost¡eba, who is the current Stearns County sheriff, said Wednesday that his office isn't investigating

either the or cases.

Klassen said that since he became abbot 17 months ago, he has met with the and with
and three or four others who have alleged they were abused by priests from the abbey.

"They have been wrenching experiences, listening to their stories about abuse from men who are mybrothers,"

he said.

Eclaoth and 12 other monks accused of sexual abuse live at the abbey under restrictions imposed by previous

abbots, limiting whe¡e they may go and who they may see. Seven, including former Abbot John Eidenschink --

abbot from l97l lo 1979 -- have admitted abuse, Kl¿ssen said. Eclcroth and another have not. The other four

men were involved with Internet pornography or incidents not involving other people, Klassen said.

Eidenschink transferred Eckroth to the Balam as in L977. Klassen said lVednesday that he asked the former

abbot whether the hansfer had anything to do with allegations of sexual abuse, "and he told me that they didn't,

that he didn't know of any allegations at that time." Klassen said he has not asked Eidenschink if anyone ever

came to him with allegations against Eckroth.

said she went to Klassen in January after she no longer could work because of the stress.

"Ive been in hospitals six or eight times, starting when I was 17 and suicidal," she said. She grew up in St.

Joseph, Minn., a few miles from the abbey and was friends with the and other cluldren taken to the

cabin by Eckroth.

"I've got a good counselor now. I think I'm getting some help. But I'm in debt and I can't wot'k, not yet," she said.

She has been a medical rscords secretary and a day-care worker.

The $10,000 will help her with some bills and living costs for a few months: "Maybe bythen I'll be able to work

again, at least part-time," shÊ said.

Sitting in his kitchen Wednesday, said he and other parents feel guilt for entrusting their children to

the priest, sending them on trips alone with him into the woods.

"I'm the father, the protector, the slayer of things under her bed," said as tears fell. "One of us [parents]
should have ggne along."

- The wrìters s.re üt ; wrycenro@størtríhanacom

nnøÍlto:nm cenro e@s.tgllrìb une. com?, and @
<m aílto : plo uw øp ìe(âstartr¡bun e. co mv .

4

OSB ECKROTH 00806



Should the U.S. Counter tHlNflS tlllssll.t BUIDUP Before lt's Too Late? pr' 40

OSB EGKROTH_OO444



ffi

Sins of a Fnther:

'Sauna lfids'Abuse

n the summerof 1985 the National
Confe¡ence of Catholic Bishops
held a closed meeting at St. John!
Abbey in Collegeville, Minn., a
nrqjor center of t}le Order of St.
B€riedict in tbe United Ståtes,bad-

d¡ess the pmblem of so<ual abuse of
children by clergy. The bishops were
provided wfth a confidential report - a
copy of which Iwsrcrr hæ obtained -that not only achrowledged a 'þrob-
lem" but laid out plåns to copewithitby,
among other thiDgs, incre¿singsæcial-
ized sa-thempy clinics fr r prlests.

It is an ironic twist in view oft€cent
news stories about pedophilia and homo
s*uality among Catholic cleBy thatthis
meeting of American bishops 1ó years
a€D somehol4' managed to overlmk al-
leged wmngdoing at the very meeti¡rg
place of the conclave. I^¡src¡r has
learned that nearly a dozen of the ab.
Þeyb Benedlctine monks since have
been accused of setaually abusing minors
on adults intheir spiritual care. Of these,
et least eight åre known to have con-
essed to sr¡ch acts.

S¿ Jdmb is a nationally kno$m center
of liturgical revolution, redirecting
Catholic liturgyawayfrom worship of a
Eanscendent God o community-cen.
Þred participation. Thousands of Ca-
tholic parishes use its manuals weekly.

An investigation bythis rugazine sug-
gests that nearly two dozen cases have
been settled privately by the Roman
Catholíc Chu¡ch tl¡ere andtlaq accord-
ing to victims, parents, lawyers and
priests, there arelikely to be mortcases.
lhese are cases that, as with the scan-
dals in New York and Boston, could

Gmcmte lcon: St, JohnßAbbey,
where some priests are accused,
ofmolesting childrert

16. ,ntlght

u¡foldinlo awqse nightm8¡e than cur-
rently aæn imagíned. ilfeanvhile, iron-
ically, the document given to the Nation-
al Conference of Catholic Bishops so
milry yeånl ago could open the flood-
gaes agai¡st the church for its failur€ to
pmtect childr€n and other sexuál irno-
cents enFü¡ted to the care ofits clergy
by a system that was wa¡ned but failed
to deal rigomusly with the widesprtad
prublem of sexual predaton.

Ai IJvs¡Etfigoes to press, the Vatican
hasresponded þamedia frenz¡rbysum-
moni¡g lbe en{¡¡e con&rence ofAmer-
icanbishops to Rome br ã meet¡¡tgr¡ith
Pope John Pau¡ II. But even now little
attention is beingpaid totlÉvictims and
theordealsthey haræ suffered for years.
Here, in an exclusive ¡eport, ¡Nstc¡r¡
Iooks atthe personsl stories and allega-
tions of sorual e¡<ploitation at the hands
ofjust one priest, the Rev. Ric.lurd Eck-
mth, a veteran cler¡yman accused of

molestingboth litde bcys and younggirls
over ms¡ty yea¡s.

This is their story - the story of
],oungsters called the "Sau¡ra Kids." It
developed between 1971 and 1976when
"Fhther Richard" invited scores ofchil-
drenin groups of fourto sixfor tÆel<enals

at a remote log cabin on I¡ke Swensen
near Bemidi, Minn., ow¡ed by St Johnb
Abbey, These youngsters ranged in age
from 7 to 13. They tell INsrclrfthey saw
âhappytime turn into the ûightnff€ of
a life dealing with painid memories of
what occurred at the abbey's cabin
where, they cl¿im, they suffered abuse
atthe hands oftheirtn¡sted priesL Whi¡e
Fhther Richard never has admitted in
public to any ofthe allegations ofser<u-
al abuse brought agains him, ftvsrcnr
has obtained confidential medical re-
cords maintained by the abbey in which
church-run therapy clinþ doclors såid
that he engaged in inappmpriate touch-
ing of children and encouraged them
inappmpriÂtely to louch hin.

Medical teams ¡eported to the heåd of
the abbeythårthey could not p¡m,e or get
the cleric to admit the overi allegations.
But they bund thåt details of atlea$$,eo
internally reported incider¡ts of alleged
sexual abuse by Fbther Richard were so
strikingly similar tllat "We believe there
is a strong possibility that fhther 8ck-
mth has engaged in sexually inapp¡!-
priate contact with tbese people." Tlie
recommendation was that Fhther Eck-
mth hav€ "no u[supervised contact with
minors" - even after a stay of several
months at one of t}te half-dozen "sex"
clinics rtn by the Catholic church.

Anongvictims willingto goonthe re-
cord about molestation chalges against
this monk, the alleged modus operandi
of Fhther Richard is remarlcably consis-
tent. Fbr example, accorqing to one of
the Sauna Kids, much ofthe discussion

Bv K¡uv P¡rnrcn O'Me¡n¡

Aremotereheat in Minnesota allegedlywæ tumed into
a sexual playhouse bya Catholic monkwho hæ been

accused of repeatedly molesting young boys and girls.

May 13, 2002
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during the three-hour drive to the log
cabin revolved around the priest! explå-
nation about the sauna, a building
detached from themaincabinwherethe
clergyman insisted on nudity.

"On the ¡l¡iwe to the cabin," explains
''Father Richard told

us weo oe talüng a sauna, and he said it
would be tun - the best thing we'd be
doing up there - and afterward we'd go
swimming in the lske. I was I I years old
and didn't even know whât a sauna was,
but he told us thal we had to be naked in
1}¡6 carrn3."

'says, "That bothered my
sister anu urc, and $,re asked if we could
wearourswimsuits. FatherRichard told
us that we couldn't wear our suits
because it gets too hot and t¡e metal
clasps on tlte backofthe suits coldd burn
us. He said that he had 'bands'at the

May 13, 2002

cabin that we could wrap around us, I
rcmember thinking at the time that the
only 'band' I knew oft¡ras a rubber band
and I couldn t imagine how that would
cover us. lVhen we got to the cabin it
turned out that the 'bands' were strips of
cloth that weren't long enough to ñt
a¡ound our chests. I worc my bathrng
suit but left the clasps unhooked so I
wouldn't get burned. I rememberswim-
ming in the lake afterward, and one of
the other girls was nal<ed and she was
divingoff of Father Richard's shoulders.
I remember feeling ashamed that some
of the kids didn't have t¡ei¡ clothes on."

According to this victim: "Ànother
tirne, Fhther Ricbard took just us girls
down to the beach and he wanted us to
cover him up with sand. He had us bury
him and form breasts on him, and one of
the girls stuck a stick where his penis

Betr¡yal ol in¡¡ocenîßa Betwe en 197 1

and 1976, Fath¿r Eckrotlt obove, look
scores ofktòs lo a log cabin ownedby
St. Jolvr's Abbøy where he allegeilly
nøIested soñe oÍthcm; 'qnàeßoqlefi, says the abbey contínues to'put
upbaníers'to efforts at legal oc:tíon"

would þe. I dorit ¡emember how this aII
stârted, butl rÊmember Father Richard
was taughing and encouragfuE us to do
this to him. Again, it made me feel
embarrassed, but I didn't tell my mom
about these things. I thought I had done
something wrong. There was a general
sexual aùnosphere at the cabin among
thekids. Ith ftmnybutldon'tremember
doing an¡hing 'normal'at t¡e cabin, It
boiJ¡ers me that I can't recâIl wÌ¡at we
did. I don't remember ffshing or board
games, cooking or washing dishes. It just
seems tliat the whole wee&end rerolved
around getdng firewood for the sauna
and taking a sauna,"

counts herself among the
lucry. She rns no memory of being as-
saulted by the priest. Others, howeve!
can't forget the alleged assaulls,

Feelings of having done something
wrorg and hiding the secr€tapneârto be
constants in these accounts.

remembers being taken ro me
caoln oetween the ages of7 and 11 ¿nd
recalls specifics of four instances where
Father Richard touched her inappro-
priately, "One time I was in the sauna i

where a small group of us were in lhe I

sauna and I was lying naked on the top I

rack of the sauna," she recalls. "There r

were a couple of other girls who were
naked, too, and Father Richard was
naked a¡d he was ca¡'essing me on the
backside and he penetrated me with his

tnstglrt . t7
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ñnger. That uras the first strong memo-
te thãt never seems to go awayi'

continues: "One time, all the
lros wercin thecabin one night, wewere
plåying spin the bottle and Fhther lRich-
ardl Eclsoth would take the wi¡u¡er of
the game and bring us over to an old
chest and there was clothing in it, de-
scribed toüs a,scostume clothing, which
weren't really costumes but just old T:
shirts and menb shirts, and we got to
choose some ofthe clothes, I chose a T-
shirt andlrememberhe followed meto
the loft of tbe cabin and smod me on a
mattress in frontof üre rlrfu¡dow ånd he
kneltin fmnt ofme and su'ipped me na-
ked. ffhenl he started cussing at me in
my ear, calling me horrible names - he
said I was a little bitch, a whore, that my
daddy wanted him to do this and ifl told
anyone hewouldkillme ormy mom,"

It gets worse. "He also had a knife in
this insta¡cê. I dor¡'t remember rehrn-
ing downstairs o the game. I Fmember
he had a knife to my thnoat and he pen-
etrated me with his hand. Another in-
*ance, r¡¡e would tæ in the water and he
would be holding me on his hip and he
would be penetrating me with his finçr
and whispering in my eaq thrcatening
me not to say anything. I never told my
dad about any of this. None of the kids
ever talked aboutit I was afraid ofwhat
worfd happen. IfI said anythùtg, I don t
k¡ow what he would have done to me or
myfarnily."

Accordingto people who haræ stepped
forr¡,a¡d (and othe¡s not ready tobe iden-
tified publicly) trhther Richard did this
r"ñeâferllv. "I was 11 years oldi says

"whenmy sister and I went
rD rhe caDrn. My dad knew Fhther
Richard because t}tey went to school
together, but we had never met him be-
fore. There were th¡eeorfourotherkids
there, too. I think it was two boys and
four girls. Father Richard was in the

18 . rn¡rglrf

same bed with me that night and he
raped me. In the morning he made me
teke abath. There u¡ås a water pump(n¡t-
side and he búught in a couple ofitah-
es to fill tle tub, and I remember he said
'If you say anything to your parcnts that
will make them mad at me they will go

to hell becåuse itt a sin b be mad at a
priest: I never went back to the cabin,
and I didnt tell my parents about whât
happened until 1993."

In February of this year, met
with.John Klassen, the abbot of St.
,Iolnb, and told h¡¡n her sbry. Klsss€n
!'mte a chëck for t2,000 to help
with menur-health costs; but ackno$'l-
edged nothing. As with other câsP-s

emerging in the news, and with the
case, the churchmen dealing with rnem
seem mot€ inteæsted in making them
goaway as quietly as possible. But sadly,
as some victims now ¡ecount, the paying
of"hush money" without confession and
r€pentance only furthers the psltcho'
logical abu-- ^r 

rhose victimized" C.o¡t-

siderthat wasn'ttoldwhattbe
chr¡rch knew about two other families
whose children also were part of the
Sauna Kids circle. Before legal cases
wenttoEial,st. tohnb made outoftourt
settlements stemming from allegations
of lhther Richard's pedophilia.

"lhat's normally the way they like to
handle it" says a lawyer who has han-
dled such cases on behalfofthe church
ín another jurisdiction.'And, ftankly, it
tends to be easier for the victims it
seæms. Is it right? Tbat's not for me 10

say. But I can tell you these happen more
than you know. Ifs diseusting."

Church leaders still a¡e reticenttotalk
oper¡ly about such cases, butltvsrcmsat
down with the Rev. Rene McGraw, the
Iiaison onsuch claims betweenthe Bene-
dictine monasterY and lawYers. He
acknowledges claims have been made
agairut at least nine monks (including

one abbot) for abuse of minors and
inrolvi¡rg at least 16 children ftom the
1940s totllemid-l980s. Eight ofthe nine
rnonl(s admitted to the abuse and one
rportedly is senile. Father Richard is
not consider€d to be anrong this gmup of
nine. Despite the settlements, allega-
tions, confessions and therapies, each of
these clergy still lives on the 51. Johnt
camPus.

One ofthe issues that rernåins I mys-
tery is whether Fhther Richard was the
only ñonk to tâke kids to the cabin.
Fhther McGraw tells ltvsrc¡m "I don't
know if otherr went out there. I don't
knorphowlcan findthatouL Sincethen,
though, we've put in rules that onlY
monks are allowed to use the c¿bin. I
don't know if anyone knew [Father
Richardl ÌÍas taking children to the
cåbilL Fhther Richardwouldharæ to sign
foruse oft¡e cåbin, but I don'tknowthât
anyone knew whowas going with him."
But they do now, INsrcFTlearned.

Asked ifthe names ofconfessed ped'
ophile monla had been or willbe given
¡o local law enforcement to be ãdded to
the stÂtewide list of so<ual predators,
Fþther McGraw dodges the question'
Instead, he explains the pmcessing of
ctaims: "ltlthen an accusation is made,
we usually are contacted by lawyers
about a cliaim, and we hlrn over docu-
Íients as they arÊ requested. We find out
about these things thmugh attorneys."

FatherMcGraw also sídesteps the is'
sue ofwhy the abbey has not htned the
names of the confessed monks over to
law enforcement, saying: 'All of these
cases are public, and you can get the
information f¡om the local cou¡thouse.
It's pubtic knowledgp, and it's been writ-
ten up in the newspaper." Fbtber Mc-
Graw appal€nüy is referring to a sepa-
rate issue ofse¡cual abuse by the monla

(coNnMED oN PAcEi2)
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SINS OF A FAIilEN
fCWiluED PROM P;cE ¡8)

at the prep school run by St. John's. the
accusations fmm the Sauna Kids har¡e
yet to be addressed by the abbey, and
few articles ha\æbeen written about thë
scandal. This is the Ârst national story.

"Al1 of this is terribly paintul fur the
abbey," Fbther McGrarr says, "as it cre-
ates an abnosphe¡?of illwill amongthe
people who feel they've been victimized,
and great fear and sadness for the
church. Yes, the chu¡ch iÊ culpable in
this, and one oftbe sad things is that 90
percent of the dioceses tried in the mid-
1980s to put policies in place, and many
are very sad and angryätthose thatdid
not." Appa¡ently he is rcferring to that
confi dential policy papertâatthe Nation-
aI Conference of Catholic Bíshops
r€viewed to Ey to haltor otherwise d€âl
withhomosocualpedophile cases irnnlv-
ing abuse ofchikben.

Despite the fact that lhther McGraw
admits believing that "this is criminal
behavior and shouldbe t¡eated âs suchi'
St. John's still has not tåken steps to
rEport to police or prosecutors the
lmown pedophiles residtng at the abbey.

Ib JefüeyAndeÉo& â St Paul, Minn.,
attorney u'ho recently made natíonal
headlines for Êling a Racketeer Influ-
enced and Corrupt Organizations
(RICO) lawsuit on behalfofvicti¡ns öfa
Missouri sen¡nary,thisisallveryfamil-
iar snrffa including lhe specific ¡lle-
gations made against Father Rjchard
and other St Johnb clerics. Anderson
has represenæd several Dfthese fami-
lies in claims. "I have come to believe
that what t¡ey tsr Johntl have gotten
away with is outrageous," he tel¡s
Irvsrc¡rr. "I don"t believe they are evil
meq but I belieræ tùey hwe been doing
wilthings Ênd they have been convinc-
ing the public, lhe courts, our lawmak-
ers and eræryoneinMinnesotâ thatthey
are doing good things and the right
things for the right reasons. fm aDgry
andcom¡r¡ittedb€|lposingwhåtthey'w
been doing so we can do something
aboutit:'

AndeËon adds: "Ibr along time there
has been a cleric culture crêated there
at St. John's of se¡<ual abuse of minors
a¡daddts, anditis huge, Erærytimewe
ury to address it legaily, they put up bar-
riers, hiding behind st¡tutes of limita-
tions. Theya¡e deeeiving everybodylhat
there isnt a problem out therd'

By now the St. Paul lawyer seems
fiIIed with indigrration. "There are dqz-
e[s of monks," he seethes, "who a¡e
in¡¡olved in this abr¡se. If avictim comes
furward they [the abbey] basically try
to l€ep them in guilt and secrecy, and if
these kids have the courage to gp to a

32. tnt¡gm

lawyer the abbey shuts them dolpu,
treats them terribly, victimizes them
again. And it's re¿lly ugly. I've brought
some dozen cases against St. Johr¡b and
have settled on most of thêm, but be-
causeof tÀe sta[:teof limitations inMin-
nesota I havenotbèen åble to getiustice
for these kids. I've received about 20
cases in the last 10 years about abuse out
at SL Jobnb and because I've not been
able to expose arry ofthem in court, the
number of victims out ther€ iÊ pmbably
l0 or 20 times higher than that I've
alked to a half-dozen victims involving
Eckmth alone, buthave nerærbeenable
to bring a c¿se against him."
. lbrhow much a¡ethevictimssetüíng?
'Thç average setderrientwith SL Johnb
is about $æ,000, but thafs one one-mil-
lionth of what it shoutd have bèen,"
Anderson says, finally exploding' "Eck-
mth is a pedophile! I think he goes for
both pre- and postpubescent childrcn-
with multiple victims such that I don"t
even dare btlink how many,"'

Ma¡ry similar stories of frustratiorB
and settlements, with some on the East
CoastEaching the $200,000 range, harte
been sha¡ed withlvsrcrrr. They have in
conuron that tl¡e lawyers ¡nvolved are
slrnostunirrersa[yñ¡rior¡s athowchu¡rl¡
officials hat ebulliedandintimidated the
victims and thei¡ families. "It's really
outrageous;' says one lanryer. He com-
plains that his hands have been tied
becausehehas done whatwas inthe best
interest of his clients, usr'âlly religious
people who have been betrayed and
emotionally shattered by tlre e¡<perience'
even when he personally was disgused
ând outaged by whåt had happened and
how it Ìvas tolerateú "Ithinkthey shottld
be in jail," this l¿r¡¡ysr tells lNs¡cffl. He
says the RICO statute should be used
against both perverted clergy and the
chu¡ch itself.

"I filed a RICO lawsuit in Missouri,
which pertains to â seminary do\l'n
there, and in it I claim tbat every bish-

op in the United Stabs is inrnlwd in con-
c€almeût, obstuc1ion ofjustice and prc
tection of pedophile priests,"-Anderson
tellsI¡rs¡cÍî "So IassureloulhattheSt
John's kids a¡e on my rada4 and ifl haræ

an opportunity I will bring a RICO suit
tlere as well, becaus€ I think it applies."

Ihe passion comes thmugh loud and
clea¡ when Anderson says, "More and
more of these people are coming for-
ward every day, I'm sick and I'm angry
about what has happened out at St.
Johnb. I feel paio forthe people l*ve bied
to h€lp, ahd every time fve been in-
volræd withthem on one ofthese cases,
I'r¡e never seen ltbe church] be helpfr.tl
to these kids. The aftin¡deis that if]'ou
come forwatd we're going to beat you
down, wear],Du outand buryyou. Itisn't
the lawyers'fault, itb the [Benedictine]
order's fault because they have conttl
of their lawyers. St. Johnb is the worst
among t¡e orders - the darkest of the
d¿rk. Those are unkind words, but I'm
angryathow brutaltheyharæbeenbthe
people the¡r have harmed. And thafs the
nicestthingl øn sayi'

Anyone looking into the Sar¡na Kids'
accusations must wonder what 1ùe ab-
bey knew ofthe monkl cabi¡ activities.
In 1976, three yeárs before he was &¡ls-
fêrfed to St Augustine, a sister mon-
astery in the Bahamas, Fhther Richard
ine¡rplicably sþpped taking children b
the secluded chu¡ch-owned cabin. the
abbey denies any accusations were
pending at the tirne and claims Fhther
Richard's transfer to tÌ¡e resort island
was routine.

Father Richard did not respond to
¡Jvs¡cIr/s requests br an interview.

fEorronts Norqi The pìcl¡.træ of the
child ttíctíms in fhis E¡ory were col-
ñbutedfu lheir Íamilìes and useil wíth
pe'l/.r.ßlioq The par¿nts 4sked lNsrc¡rr
tlot to røveal the children\ twnæs,f

t<Ew PÆNcu O'Mw ts fi fwal¡c¿ÎM
roroxrrn ron hri¡,llt

May 13,20Ð2

H
ffi

uE
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Skudlarek William

From:
Sent:
To:

Monday, May 13,2002 9:54 AM
Klassen, John
Message fromSubject:

Ð
Abbot Klass.n Måt l2-- ;;;;";- -- Please take a moment to review the attached letter. I put this together

in
lieu of a direct conversation with you, respecting your busy schedule.
I

did, however, receive one message back from your assistant describing
your
hectic schedule. He explained via voicemail that you would return my
call
by Saturday, May 1 1 ,2002. Respectfully, I could not wait longer lo send
you
my message.

<<Abbot Klassen May 12 2002.doe>

This transmission iS intended only for thê person named above and may
contain privileged or confidential information. Please notify me
immediately by phone or e-maíl, if you have recéived this transmission
in
error. lf you are not the named addressee, please destroy the original
transmission and its contents. Copying, distributing, or any disclosure
of
its contents is prohibited'and may be unlawful. Thank you foryour
assistance and I apologize for any inconvenience.

I
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}./.ay 13,2002

Abbot John Klassen OSB
Saint Johns Abbey
Collegeville, MN 5632 I -201 5

Most Reverend Abbotl

The purpose of this letter is simply to speak to you from the heart of a young boy, living
within the formative years of life, regarding the molestation committed by one of yow
brothers, Cosmos Dalheimer. I think it is important to share the impact this horrible act

has had on my life and the lives of those who mean so much to me, my family. I too,

want to share with you the offects of the cries for help and consequences that were

brought on by sharing this ugly part of my past with others before you. Needless to say,

the following may not be easy to read, much less understand. Finally' I am eager to

understand what the Abbey of St. Joh-n's can offer to mend a broken heart, mind and soul

of an innocent youth who did not have the ability to reason as an adult sometimes can.

I trust that you have the ability ûo obtain a copy of the records from the lawsuit filed on

my behalf against Cosmös Dalheimer. If not, at your request, I would be happy to send

you a copy. The deposition that I gave relating to the suit speaks for itself. The facts and

memories, as horrible as they are, have and will remain exactly the same. There, you will
find my statements and memories of a time in my life that I cannot erase, no matter how

hard I have tried. It is the truth. There are facts of cruelty and abuse that took place in my

life, which cannot be changed. I beg you to understand that as an 1l-12 year old boy that

I did not ask for Cosmos Dalheimer to molest me, fondle me, perform sodomy or threaten

me and my family with life. Cosmos Dalheimer said that if I told anybody that my dad

wouldn't have ajob, he would punish me (and my dad wouldn't be happy either) and if I
want to be a man of God that this was what happened to everyone. You see, my dad

taught me to obey my elders, and NEVER TO TALK BACK TO A PRIEST. Growing
up in a Catholic household I was taught that priests were like God. Furthe¡, I was taught

that they arc tO be trusted and cannot do wrong, much less commit a sin. I remçmber

getting the belt from my dad when he found out that I ran away from the house (in St,

Joseph) when I heard Cosmos Dalheimer whistling his v/ay up the road, up to our

driveway. I cannot explain how consumed with fear I was from that man, Cosmos

Dalheimer. What ever I was to1d, I did, without question. Questions rilere not accepted

or tolerated. A kid is to be seen, not heard. A kid is to do what he is told, period. I used

to be that kind of kid.
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I too, was once a kid within the St. Joe Parish who served mass on Sundays in addition to

funerals and weddings and I served happily. I became a rebellious kid who skipped

church, got into arguments often, attended Jobn XXII| middle school and Cathedral High

School, only because I was told to do so, but hated every minute of it. Through puberty

and teens I found trouble quiet readily, and got caught in wrong doing more and more

often. I went through tenible trials in my life, searching for someone/something to

believe in because I wanted to, and needed to, I found alcohol, drugs, promiscuity, and a

life of misdirection and lies. I too have a very difficult time with personal relationships.

My ex-wife will attest to that, I am sure. Are these my sins? Yes, they are and I admit

them and continue to ask for God's will to be done within my iife because when I take

control I just seem to screw it up. None of these things that I found gave me the answers

as to where I could fit in and where I would find peace from the demons that were in me.

Do you know that I still find myself telling a tale that I leamed as a child? That tale is

that when a person feels bad or has an ailrnent that it is the devil coming out of them'

How twisted is that? Or is it?

To add insult to injury coming from the Catholic Church - St. Joseph- were more

messages that I was not accepted. How? I could not get married there because my first
wife was pregnant Ìvith my son prior to our marriage, We were told that premarital sex

was not tolerated within the church, at least in St. Joseph, When my son was born, I was

told by the priest (1991) serving Richmond, MN, that I could not sign the baptism papers

because I could not prove that I was the father of my son. Mind you that the state of MN
was willing to acÆept my signature ¿¡s proof Is my word and good intørtion not enough

proof of fatherhqod to my only son? I guess that the Catholic. Church is above the law, in
thatregard anyway. Oh, by tho way, my son's mother, myself and our families were not
aware of this Catholic Church law until the príest at Richmond, MN explained this at the

altar during my son's baptism. I never did get an explanation from that priest as to what
proof he and the Catholic church required, he simply refused my role as father to my
child within the eyes of the Catholic church. Please, check out th€ records. Our families

will attest to this. Furthermore, after my divorce, because I would not agree to have my
marriage annulled by thtt Catholic Church, my ex-wife and son have migrated to the

Luthern Chwch. I would not agree to say that our relationship in marriage never

happened, afler all, that would be saying that my son was not bom out of the love that we

shared. That simply was not true. By annulling the marriage it would mean that it neve¡

happenod in the eyes of the church, and God. My son and my marriage were founded

with the love of God and I will not deny that for any reason. I am now 34, a Christian

man, remarried and a proud father of one son. I also carry a heavy load that I just cannot

shake. Do you know what that may be?

I have read articles posted in the St. Cloud Times, Star Tribune and also listened to

documentaries on local television that explain your involvement in the Abbey and some

recentlypublicized accusations against St, John's clergy, As the Abbot, thehighest -

ranking member of your monastic communiç I would imagine that you too took an oath

to provide sound leadership to your brothers at St. John's. I do not envy the position that
you assumed in November of 2000, as you have much work to do. I read some supposed

quotes that really distrubed me. One such quote was in an article printed in the St. Cloud
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Times on April 20, 2002 where you were quoted. "victims have been and will
continue to be compensated in a commitment by the abbey to work Iike the devil in

the community to understand what it Ís that allowed this to happen in the fÏrst
place." I was instantly offended by your choice of words in addition to the statement

itself. Don't you think that it is the devil himself who made this all possible? It isn't just
..something" that allowed this to happen, it is someone (over and over again). In my

opinion, you don't have to look too far for the answers. There are people who lurch

within this world who feel the divine right is theirs to ruin the lives of innocent victims. I
know I am not alone as a victim ofsexual abuse by a Catholic priest who is harbored at

St. John's, nor am I alone in just that thought. You do remember that two of my brothers

were also sexually abused/molested by one of your brothers. We have recently heafd

about many others, children from my community as a child growing up in the St. Joseph,

MN area who came forth with similar life experiences. How sad is that?

Within that safìe article the reportef quotes you saying, "there seems to be compelling

evidence here that Dalheimer did abuse the boys, although Dalheimer denies the

allegations." You better believe that Dalheimer sexually abused me, and now I pray for

tl¡at man often. I ask why nothing has or is being done about this? The state of
Minnesota will not look at my case because of the statute of límitations, (three years is

it?) but if you believe that there is compelling evidence and that the truth was told, why

then is the Abbey continuing to harbor and protect a criminal? How is that? Why should

a man of your brotherhood stand above otherq? He has yet to admit any wrong doing, I
understand, but what about the truth? 'What is just here? Am I to believe that because St.

John's has Cosmos Dalheimer on restrictions that he cannot harm rne? I will tell you thît
cosmos Dalheimer commits the same act over atrd over each and overy day, How do I
know this? Because it happens to me just that often, whether he is at St. John's "safe

haven" or not. You see, victims are victims until justice is served,

I also recall leading that you arç entertaining compensating someone in Idaho, who came

to you with a similar experiènce, only with a different priest. Is it true th¿t y_ou are asking

thii person to put forward a formal request for assistance? Let me explain the experionce

ttrat I ha¿ when I was told to fôrmalize my requests to St. John's through the wonderful,

highly recognized, worldl¡ experienced and dedicated council, that ofthe one and only

Jeff Anderson. I was directed to take a deposition that was very difficult to do, as I was

not eager to tell anyone of such a disgusting and horrible experience in my life. I didjust
that, I told the ugly truth about all of ít. I bared my soul. It \ryas rewarding for just one

momçnt. until the time that I was told to accept whatever st. John's had to offer

because, you see, the statute of limitations had run out whioh, I was told, meant thât I had

no leverage in a couf of law. In addition, I was toid that Mr. Anderson had a much more

high profile, pressing case out east that he must attend to and focus his time towards.

That is why his, "associates", took over the case and recommend that we settle this one.

Sound familiar? Looking back on this all, I would NEVER have gone through the

humiliation had I known that the outcome was more victimization, only this time it
included St. John's then current leadership & council, my own professional council' This

really flies in the face of the term settlement, doesn't it?
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How much more to this life experience has affected me, you ask? If someone said one

day to you, Abbot Klassen, put a value on your life, what would that be? I had that

question asked ofme by St. John's oncebefore, back in the early 1990's, prior to the

'¿settlement". I was shocked and mortified at the price that your organization put on my

life - that price ended up being the amount that we supposedly settled on, or as I was

told, ,'take it or leave it". I know what I received and you do too, $'l 1,000. I guess that

the powers to be even thought that Mr. Anderson's brilliant "wor'lC'that took mere hours

wasworth more than my entire life as he received more than what I did. I assure you, I
was not in the position to barter, nor defend myself back then. I also recogrrized back

then as I do today that it is not for me to decide what my life is worth. I do believe it is

others around me who truly know me and love me along with almighty God who will get

to decide the value of my life. I wilLtell you now that I am not and will not ever again be

inclined to respond to such a qu€stion as that. Do you have any idea what my life is

worth?

I tell you what, back in the early 1990's I came forth in good faith to te[ the truth about

what happened to me at the hands of Cosmos Dalheimer. That was called an accusation.

I call it fact. You have called it compelling evidence. When I came forward I did not

exactly know what outcome to expect, but I never imagined that I would be mocked and

belittled as has happened. Today, this time, as I come forward to you, willing to share

the disgusting facts about this honible experience, I do come with one expectation. I
expect that you and St. John's Abbey have a clear idea ofwhat your comfort level and

abilities afe in response to my case. Please respectthe fact that I do not have the ability

to make that determination. If you u/ant to compensate me for the actions of Cosmos

Dalheimer molesting me as a boy, this time it is up to you and St. John's to tell me what

my life is worth. That is, if you disagree with what St. John's decided I was worth back

in 1995. I will not tolerate fufher abuse by your brothers or your organization. I find it
ugly and disgusting to ask a victim ofsuch hideous crimes to request or beg for assistance

from St. John's for the crimes committed by your brothers. Shame on your lcaders to

mako such a demandl

One last thought comes from a photograph that I foun<i in an album that my mother gave

me from my childhood. I recently was paging through it and it brought up some

encowaging thoughæ, directly from God. It was a pholo of a shrine in Iowa at the

"Grotto". It was Ch¡ist's sennon on the mount. I read the words that Christ spoke that

day and part of that really jumped out at me. "Blessed are they that hunger and thirst

after justice for they shall have their frll. Blessed are the merciful for they shall obtain

mercy." Please, Abbot Klassen, help me better understand this'

I will pray for you and your fellowship as you work tfuough these delicate and difflcult
situations. I ask God to put mercy and justice on your hearts. I lift up to God the many

requests for justice of those who commit devious sexual acts, harming our youth and

sending those same people into a misdirected future. I pray that God use you Abbot

Klassen as a beaçon for others to follow as an example. May he provide you wisdom,

guidance and peace as you move through your life's journey. I pray for other victims of
iexual abuse, that their hearts do not become hard. I pray that they may find peace in

OSB EGKROTH OO453



you, God and that you embrace them with yot¡r pure love and kindness. I pray for my
family, that we unite as a strong symbol of faith in you God also that my rnom, dad,

brothers and sisters will one day rest in heaven with you at their side. I pray for my wife
and son Lord, that they will find peace in you and comfort in yow word. I pray that I
may be a good leader and províder for my own family. I pray for patience. I pray for
wisdom. I ask this in Jesus name.

Finally, I want you to know that I share this with you based on the recommendation and

suggestion of my brothers and father, which you have previously spoken to each of them.

By my family, you are held in high regud and are said to be very credible and passionate.

I do not know you mysel{ but I do trust you indeed are the man that they describe.

I did atternpt to reach you several times over the telephone. I did receive one message

back on Friday, May 10,2002 from your assistant. He said that you were very busy and

had a very hectic schedule, but that you would get back to me by Saturday. That is why I
am writing you today. I have this weighing on my heart so heavy and I wanted to send

you my message, I too would appreciate it if you would take a few moments to speak

with me. Also, I do not feel that it is fair to bring up details of my brothers, but this
message should be clear. We stand together, united as one family.
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Pcrsonal and Confidential

May 14,2002

Detective Pam Jensen
Stearns County Sheriff s Deparfnent
P.O. Box 217
Saint Cloud, MN 56302

Detective Jensen:

Enclosed find the names we shared with the Stearns County Sheriff s department
with their middle names,

Also I include photocopies of materiais from our archives from the summer and

fall of I989. They establish that Father Richard was at Saint John's Abbey in the

sunmer of 1989, getting a hip replacement. In September he retumed to Nassau

and we include a letter that he wrote f¡om Nassau in the middle of October.

Sincerely,

Abbot John Klassen, OSB
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Bennett, John Edward
Brother Andre

Dahlheimer, Raymond Jerome

Father Cosmas

Eckroth, William Anthony
Father Richard

Eidenschink, Alben Joseph
Father John

Gillespie, William Raymond
Father Thomas

Hoefgen, Francis Frederick
Father Francis

Kelly, John Þennis
Brother John

Maiers, Charles Joseph
Father Brennan

McDonald, Robert Anthony
Father Finian

Moorse, Robert H. (for }Iany)
Fâther Dunstan

Tarlton, Allen Paul
Father Allen
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Personal and Conlidential

Restricted Monkr - Employment History
-- Focus oq presenc€ on Labor'Day;1974 md October22;1989'

ç¿&o-a^"ft
Br. Andre (John) Benneft (26 February 1930)

ASSIGNMENTS

Infirmarian
St. John's Abbey 1958 - 1993

Clerical services
St. John's Health Center 1993 - present

I
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/.Áþrwt*
Fr. Cosmas (Raymonr¿) Dahlheimer (20 November 1908)

Associate Pastor
SJ Augustine-sParish
St.Cloud, Minnesota

Associate Pastor
St. Berna¡d's Parish
St. Paul, Minnesota

Associate Pastor
St. Joseph Parish
St. Joseph, Minnesota

Chaplain
St. Scholastica Convent
St. Cloud, Minnesota

Retired
St. John's Abbey

1969 -1973

1973 -1978

1978 - 1980

1980 - 1988

1988 (December 12) - Present

2
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tJ,,/l*.
X'r. Richard (lVilliam) bc'kroth (21June 1926)

Assignments

Chaplain
St. Benedict's Monastery
St. Joseph, Minnesota

Chaplain
St. Benedict's High School
St. Joseph, Minnesota

Instructor
St. Benedict's High School
St. Joseph, Minnesota

Associate Pastor
St. Augustine's Parish

St. Cloud, Minnesota

Construction Supervisor
Holy Name Parish
Bimini, Bahamas

Monastic Member
St. Augustine's Monasûery
Nassau, Bahamas

Associate Pastor

Seven Dolors
Albany, Minnesot¿ 1974 - t976

Associate Pastor
Holy Family Church
Nassau, Bahamas Islands 1977 - t978

Pastor/Roofer of chu¡ches/?ainter of churches

St, Robert's, St, Gerkude's, Sacred Heard Church

South And¡os, Bahamas Islands 1978 - 1 986

Pastor/all around contractor
St. Benedict's, St. Boniface's, Holy Angel's Church
Mangrove Cay Bahamas Islands 1978 - 1986

1967 -19',13

t97A

1967 - 1970

t9't3 - t974

r987 - 1989

1989 - l99l

J
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Fr. John (ilber) Eidenschink (9 August 1914)

Abbot ofSaint John's Abbey 1971-1979
Pastor
Seven Dolores Parish
Albany, Minnesota 1979 - 1986

President
American Cassinese Congregation 1983 - 1989

Associate Pastor
Seven Dolores Parish
Albany, Minnesota

Chaplain
Mother of Mercy Nursing IJome
Albany, Minnesota

Retirement
St. John's Abbey

1986 * 1987

1987 - 1998

August, 1998

4
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Fr. Thomas (William) Gillespie (24 July f937)

MissionaryÆeacher
San Antonic..Abad
Humacao, Puerto Rico 1968 - 1975

Associate Pastor

SL Boniface Parish
Cold Spring, Minnesota

Associate Pastor

St- Bcrnatd's Parish
St. Paul, Minnesota

Pastor
St. Mary's Church
Stillwater, Minnesota

Pastor
St, Joseph Parish
St. Joseph, Minnesota

l97s - 1976

1976 - 1978

1978 - I 986

1986 - I 99ó

5

osB EGKRoTH_OO46I



Fr. Francis Hoefgen (29 August 1950)

Transitional Deacon
St. Boniface Parish
Hastings, Minnesota 1978 - 1979

Associate Pastor
St. Boniface Church
Cold Spring, Minnesota

Associate Pastor
St. Elizabelh Ann Seton
Hastings, Minnesota

1979 * 1984

t984 - 1992

6
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Br. John Ketly (28 October 1950)

ASSIGNMENTS

Director of Guidance
St. John's Prep School 1975 - 1980

Director of Administrative Services

St. John's Prep School 1980 - 1990

7
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Fr. Brennan (Charlcs) Maiers (27 April 1936)

Assignments

Pastor
St. Benedict's Parish
Bronx, New York 1970 - 1976

Pastor
St. Boniface Parish
Cold Spring, Minnesota

Pastot
St. Berna¡d's Parish
St. Paul, Minnesota

1976 -1983

1983 - 1990 (October - August)

8
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tr'r. X'inian (Robert) McDonald (23 December 1928)

A.SSIGNMENTS

Counseling Center Staff
st. John's university

Director of Counseling
St. John's University

Faculty Resident (2nd Patrick)
St. Jolm's University

Sabbatical Year
Japan and Israel

1968 - 1980

1980 - 1982

1980 - 1982

1982 - 1983

Director of Academic Advising
St. John's University 1983 - 1988

MissionaryiMonk
St. Anselm's Priory
Toþo, Japan 1988 - 1992

9
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Fr. Dunstan (Robert) Moorse (8 December 1950)

ASSIGNMENTS

Transitional Deacon
St. Bartholomew's Parish
Wayzzla, Minnesota Fall1977

Instructor in History and TheologyÆrefect
St. John's Prep School 1979 -1986

Instructor in Theology and History
Benilde - St. Margaret High School
St. Louis Park, Minnesota 1987 - 1989

Associate Pastor
St. Bemard's Parish
St. Paul, Minnesota

Symposium Instructor
St. John's University

1978 - 1979

1989- I 990

l0
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Fr. Allen Tarlton (4 December 1927)

ASSIGNMENTS

English Teacher
St. John's Prep School

Drama Director
St. John's Prep School

1973 - 1991

1973 - 1991

1l
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Skudlarek, William
From:

Sent: Tuesday, May 14,2002 9:52 AM

To: Klassen, John

Subject: about richard eckroth

I would just like to tell you that I was one ofûre many kids Fr.Eckroth.took up to St. Jobns cabin back in the early 70s.

I was one of the lucky kids that was never approached by him. All I can do is tell you some ofthe weird things we
did. Of course lhere was the Sauna that everyone is talking aboul. I remembe¡ one time we were all supposed to look for
pine branches so we could slap ourselves in the sauna. He told us it was to get ow blood circulating. I remember him
telling us we wete to run dovm to the lake after we were in the sauna and jump in the lake, now remember we were only
about 8 to l0 years old naked and sca¡ed. One time he wanted all ofus to take a sauna together. boys and girls. My
girlÊiend didu't hav€ a s\ilimsuit to put on so he told her to put on a pafu ofshons, and he took a dish towel and wrapped it
around her breasts. I also remember him asking her to sit on his lap while we were in the sauna. She did.

Its been so many years ago- My parents are angry at him to think they tnrsted this man to take up there children to lhis
cabin. There were 3 brothers a sister and myselfthat were up there at different tirnes. I Thank God that lhis man never
touched us. At lôast we don't remember. Ijust wanted to let you know about this inforrnation.

thank you if you would like to email me my address is

5/14/02
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Date: Tue, 14May 20Q2

5f,#.,, r"., t'\- Lu-l
To: J
X-Mailer: Juno 5.0.33
X-OriginatArrivalTime: 15 May 2002 18:51:31.0523 (UTC) FlLETlf¡lf=[873F4930:01C1FC41]

I was concerned by some of certain cllnical terms in the ST. Cloud Times Article. However, I

found this article somewhat helpful.

Bottom line:

\Mratever the intent of the clinicians involved, the Penile Plethysmograph test is not reliableo
in any case, whether it is used to assert guilt, or to assert innocence.

Pete

The Penile Plethysmograph
in False Allegation Cases
Cowling I nvesti gations, lnc.

One of the most controversial subjects imaginable is the penile plethysmograph and il's use,
especially in preparing a defense for anyone falsely accused of sexual abuse. Although we do
not use the test in. our defense preparation, we do use other testing. All testing of this nature
is admitted depending on the laws governing the state where you reside. lt is an absolute
disgrace when anyone who has been falsely accused has to "prove" their innocence, but in
most cases, they are required to do just that. These tests, administered and used properly,
can greatly assist in that area.

The penile plethysmograph is a machine that measures changes in the circumfêrence of the
penis. A stretchable band with mercury ín it is fitted around the subject's penis. The band is
connected to a machine with a video screen and data recorder. Any changes in penis size,
even those not felt by the subject, are recorded while the subject views sexually suggestive or
pornographic pictures, slides, or movies, or listens to audio tapes with descriptions of such
things as children being molested. Computer software is used to develop graphs showing "the
degree of arousal to each stimulus."

The plethysmograph directly measures the outs¡de evidence of sexual arousal. When a man
becomes sexually aroused, there is engorgement of the penis. \y'Vlren the penis becomes
engorged, you are measuring sexual arousal, so for all practical purposes, the test is a blood
pressure measurement.

The tests has been used to weed out false gays, in the treatment of sex-offenders, in
sentencing decisions for sex offenders, as a condition of parole for certain sex offenders and
in some child custody cases to determine if a father is or is not likely to abuse his child. Some
psychologists use the PPG to measure the success of the therapy.

Some studies done on the PPG, however, have found that many so called normal men, who
s/t5t02Printed for t /27 e øa^t' o.cì'a-
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have not committed illegal sex acts, show considerable arousal to slimuli depicting naked
children or children involved in sexual activity. ln one court case, Dr. Michael Tyson, a clinical
and forensic psychologist specializing in the field of sexual criminal behavior, testified that "the
vast majority of individuals who commit sexual offenses against children are not sexually
aroused by stimulus material involving children." His expert adversary in that case, Dr. Gullick,
claimed that "the plethysmograph has been extensively studied and recently shown to be
ninety-fve percent accurate in discriminating between índividuals who had committed sexual
offenses against children and a control group that was randomly drawn from the population."
Other experts have claimed that there are "studies in which the devices have failed to detect
nearly one out of three known sex offenders tested."

The reliability. of the device have been argued in court and penile plethysmographic evidence
has been declared inadmissible because of its "guestionable reliability." The case in which Dr.
Tyson testified was heard by the North Carolina Court of Appeals. That Appeals Court upheld
a lower court's exclusion of testimony by Dr, Gullick because her testimony was based upon
the use of the penile plethysmograph. The defendant in the case was accused of sexually
molesting his S-year old stepdaughter. He called Dr. Gullick to testify that his "arousal pattern"
when tested on the plethysmograph indicâted that he was not aroused by chíldren.
Presumably, the defense believed that this was strong evidence that he didn't molest the
child. The trial court ruled that "Dr. Gullick would be permitled to testify as to any opinions
which were not based on the plethysmograph." The Appeals Court agreed with the trial court
that "the instrument was of questionable reliability; that the test¡mony was not relevant; and
that even if relevant, its probative value was outweighed by its prejudicial effect."

There is a substiantial difference of opinion within the scientific comnnunity regarding the
plethysmograph's reliability to measure sexual deviancy. See e.9., Barker and Howell, The
Plethysmograph: A Review of Recent Literature, 20 Bull. Am. Acad. of Psychiatry and Law 13
(1992) (identifying several problems with the reliability of the plelhysmograph, namely "lack of
standards for training and interpretation of data, lack of norms and standardization and
susceptibility of the data to false negatives and false positives," and concluding that "despite
the sophistication of the current equipment technology, a question remains whether the
information emitted is a valid and reliable means of assessing sexual preference").

Most courts applying the Daubert analysis have excluded evidence of penile plethysmography
based upon its scientific unreliability. ln United States v. Powers, 59 F,3d 1460 (4th C¡r.
1995), the court excluded the penile plethysmograph test because it failed to qualify under
Daubert's scientific validity prong. The evidence produced at trial clearly showed that these
faclors weighed against the admissíon of the penile plethysmograph test results. First, the
Government proffered evidence that the scientific literature addressing penile
plethysmography does not regard the test as a valid diagnostic tool because, although useful
for treatrnent of sex offenders, it has no accepted standards ín the scientific community.
Second, the Government also introduced evidence before the judge that a vast majority of
incest offenders who do not admit their guilt show a normal reaction to the test. The
Government argues that such false negatives render the test unreliable. The Powers court
noted the fact that it was unable to locate any decisions acknowledging the validity of penile
plethysmography other than in the treatment and monitoring of sex offenders. See also,
Garren v. State, 1996 \ /L 37987, 22O Ga. App 66, 467 S.E.2d 365 (1996xsustaining tr¡al
court's refusal to admit evidence of test).

Most, if not all, of the courts that have reached the issue of the admissibility of penile
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plelhysmography tests have excluded evidence of the tests. See e.9., See, e.g. R.D. v. State,
706 So. 2d77O(Ala. Crim. App. 1997); Nelson v. Jones, 181 P.2d 964 (Alaska 1989) cert. I

denied, 498 U,S. 810 (1990)(judge sitting as fact llnder in family relations matter righttully
gave no weight to penile plethysmograph evidence as unreliable); People v. Stoll, 49 Cal. 3d
1136, 265 Cal. Rptr. 111, 783 P.2d 698, 713 n. 21 (1989) (dicta); People v. John W, 185 Cal.
App. 3d 801,229 Cal. Rptr. 783, 785 (1st DCA 1986) (defendant failed to establish that the
plethysmograph "was a reliable means of diagnosing sexual deviance" and ruled the test
inadmissible). See also ln re Mark C. v. San Diego County Dept. of Social Services v. David
C. , 7 Cal. App. 4th 433, 445,8 Cal. Rptr. 2d 856 (1992xpen¡le plethysmography and other
test bettery excluded); Gentry v. State, 213 Ga. App- 24,443 S.E.zd 667 ('1994); Stowers v.

State, 215 Ga. App. 338, 449 S.E.2d 690 (1994); Dutchess Cty. Dept. of Social Services v.
Mr. G., 141 Misc.2d 641, 534 N.Y.S.2d 64, 71 (1988) ('Ihe results of the plethysmograph as a
predicator of human behavior cannot be considered"); Cooke v. Naylor, 573 A.zd 376 (Me.
1990); State v, Ambrosia, 67 Ohio App. 3d 552, 587 N.E.2d 892, 899 (1990)(penile
plethysmography unreliable in classiffing pedophilia); ln the lnterest of A.V., 849 S.W.2d 393
[ex. Ct. App. 1993) (proponent of test failed to establish its reliability).

Penile plethysmography cannot meet Daubert's validity or relevance tests because the test
results are not generally accepted, are not sufñciently acÆurate, the test is subject to faking
and voluntary control by test subjects, there is no standardized set of stimuli or scoiing used
by plethysmography experts and the results are not relevant to the question of whether the
Defendant is a child molester.

No test can determine whether a person will act on his feelings and desires. Anyone planning
on taking the test should be aware that studies have shown:

. Plethysmograph data is totally useless for dètermining guilt or innocence regarding
deviant sexual acts. lt would be like using a personality test to convict someone of
burglary.

. Plethysmographic data have no diagnostic vafue of any kind.

. About one-thírd of offenders show no arousal in the lab.

The proper stimuli to use are not pictures, but taped fantasies. ldeally taped fantasies
spoken by the offender themselves, describing the offenders' own fanlasies as well as
contrived ones.

. The value in plethysmographic assessment is to aid the offender Ín leaming how to
control erection responses during deviant fantasy. That is it. lt has no value Ín "seeing if
the treatment worted." Trealment should not be court-ordered.

\Mrile this discussion has been about the plethysmograph, one needs to understand that it in
not the only means with which sexual preferenee is measured. Another means is the Abel
Screen, a test designed by Gene Abel, M.D., to produce the same results, but without the use
of nudity or pomography. ln most cåses, when one talks to individuals who use the
plethysmograph, many are quíck to "trash" the Abel Screen, however, the fact is, both work.
This argument is akin to a polygraph examiner "trashing" a "voice stress" test. Both work, but
the polygraph was here first, so, according to the polygraph examiner, it must be the best.
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The Abel Screen has passed all Daubert Standards in western Louisiana and in State Courts
in Texas. lt is widely used around the courty, however, the same arguments that apply to the
plethysmogrpah would apply to the Abel Screen. Both are used and both are widely accepted
in the overall scientífic community as valid testing for "treatment' but not for "identiffing" a
sexual offender. That is the catch, especially when attempting to admit lhe "testing" as a
defense to a false allegation cases. There is, however, a method that I have ficund to be
successful in my cases. Normally, a plethysmogrpah or Abel Screen alone are simply tests
and, I know those tests will probably not pass the Daubert Standards. I have found a great
deal of success in having my clients complete a twoday battery of tests, conducled by Dr.
Abel personally. This battery consists of psychological testing, the Abel Screen, a polygraph,
a drug screen and indepth interviews by Dr. Abel. This is far more than a simple Abel Screen
and, as a result, we have had absolutely no problem in having Dr. Abel personally admitted as
a defense experl. I would expect the same would be true with the plethysmograph, as long as
it was not the primary reason for admitting the expert.
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