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September 10, 1964

Most Rev. Joseph A. Durick, D. D.
Collegio Della S35. Trinita

viale A¥rica, 33

Rome, Ltaly, E.U.R.

Most Reverend and dear Bishop:

Tn the heavy rush of our life here, please pacdon

the delay in getting the answers off to vyou.

: Tn the first instance may we Say that we have been
deeply edified by your personal interest in helping prilests who
are caught 3in this particular dilemma. I will try to make my

answers brief. \
I}

1. Eimyself in pn audience I was privilileged to
have with His Hollness, Pope Puul, spoke of this matter which
undoubtiedly hog been ohs of the deep concerns of his fatherly
soul. f&p 3 mobber of fact, we had in mind=—wherea there was
no tothef "diriment impediment——a sanatio accomplished in the i~
térnal forum and permitting the de Ffacto clvil marriage ko Lake
over with, however, a permanent 1ife cessation of the exerclse

of “khe prlesthood.

2, I em certain there i1 a secret directilve to
Bishops permitting—-under what £onditions I know not-—something
along these lines. I surmise it is so new a developmen\: that
Bishops hava been slow to exerclse 1it. L

3. The gravest objection has seemed to stem from
the fear of a landslide. But personally--and ve here are 10 &
osition te know a good deal more then many tkhers on thesa: mak-
ers-—T am convinced that sioce it Lakes greater unselflshn.€ss
to find ablding happiness in marriage than under the discipl ine
of Holy Orders, that very quickly prlests who had taken advarrtage
of the new discipline would say almost universally ko othercs
consulting them ante,factum: "In God's name, don't be a fool ."
Tt is the selflsh man who leaves the priesthosd and normally the

selfish man is permanently unhappy -

4. May I take this occasion, Your Excellency, to
bring . to. your attention what Ls a.growing concern to many of us
hewe Lh . the States. When I was orddined, forty=three years ago,
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homosexuality was a practically unknown rarity. Today it is-—

\rn the wake of World War IT——rampant among men. AHd whereas
saventeen years ago eight out of ten problems here would repre-
sent the alcoholic,iow in the last year or 30 our admlssion

ratio would he_npproximately 5-2-1: £ being alcoholicuy two
would be what ‘we call "heart cases" (natural affection towards
women)j and threag representing aberrations lavelving hOmosexuality'
More alarming SLILT 15 that among these of the 3 ouf of 10 class,

2 out of 3 hava been young priests. '

T mention this because ikt would seem in Amercica at 2
Jeast this tvpe of procblem ls more devasting to the good stand- 7
ing Sf the priesthood than anything else. It Ls very jnfectuous
and the prognesis for recovery extremely unfavorable. The major—
ivy &f paychiatrists, physicians, andmexperienced priests are
net sanguina of permanent recovery. herefore it would seem that
mere zareful screentng~-especially the ftudy of family background
and personal motivation—--1ls definltely in ordex. .

Bishop$ do not quote me because this Ls glven yuu
in strictest confidence, bul we Ynow of several seminaries 7
that have been degdly infected and thils of caurse leads to a
wide infecltion. Jerefore theve ghould ba a very strict disci-
pl@ﬂgﬂaﬁ;dlsmisﬂy}_aud_a very <lear and rinted‘tpathu Cintthe
moral- theolegy course that mutual fastutPEtisn 18 a mortal sin.
priests develop a blind-spot on this matter which in my opinion
involves very likely the fixation of impenltence. Seldom will
you £ind thesz men evidenzing consciousness of the graviby of
what they have dope, Aad thiis awgparently is reflected in the
strange attitude of flstops oho place theis men after reactiva—
tion ia aszszignments where Lhey are must exvceed to a vecucrence
of a vicious habib which Uheé majority of experts consider prac |
tically incurable.
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