
The New York Child Victims Act
Lawsuits Filed August 2019–December 2020 

Diocese of Syracuse



Defendant Institutions

Diocese of Syracuse	 100

Parishes/Churches	 115

Schools	  46

Religious Orders	 21

Accused Perpetrators 

Alleged Perpetrators  
Identif ied in Lawsuits	 89

Alleged Clergy Perpetrators	  72

Alleged Layperson Perpetrators	 16

157 TOTAL LAWSUITS  
Involving the Diocese of Syracuse

Diocese of Syracuse | By the Numbers

Source: Jeff Anderson & Associates, P.A. analysis of New York Child Victims Act lawsuits filed August 14, 2019–December 31, 2020 in the New York State Courts Electronic Filing 
system. Lawsuits were filed in New York involving these alleged perpetrators. The vast majority of claims against these individuals have not been fully evaluated in a civil or criminal 
court. The allegations should not be considered proved or substantiated in a court of law. All individuals should be considered innocent until proven guilty.
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Robert J. Birchmeyer

Paul A. Brigandi

John W. Broderick

Daniel W. Casey

Felix R. Colosimo

Donald J. Crosby

Francis G. DeLuca

Edmund J. Durr

Charles H. Eckermann

Francis J. Furfaro

Bernard Garstka

Thomas Guyder

John F. Harrold

James C. Hayes

Donald J. Hebert

Leo J. Heizman

David J. Jutton

Thomas F. Keating III

Robert J. Kloster

C. Vincent Lane Jr.

Stephen J. Litz Jr.

William A. Lorenz

John Lugowski

Edward C. “Ted” 
Madore

George F. Mattice Jr.

Chester Misercola

Thomas E. Neary

Robert A. Ours

Joseph A. Pace

David A. Pichette

Albert J. Proud

James Francis Purtell

James F. Quinn

Henry C. Sewall

Paul J. Slavetskas

John P. Wagner

Jerome F. Weber

Thomas J. Zedar

John M. Zeder

Diocese of Syracuse | Alleged Perpetrators Identified in Lawsuits

Source: Jeff Anderson & Associates, P.A. analysis of New York Child Victims Act lawsuits filed August 14, 2019–December 31, 2020 in the New York State Courts Electronic Filing 
system. Lawsuits were filed in New York involving these alleged perpetrators. The vast majority of claims against these individuals have not been fully evaluated in a civil or criminal 
court. The allegations should not be considered proved or substantiated in a court of law. All individuals should be considered innocent until proven guilty.
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CASEY 
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Edward C.  
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NEARY  
Charles H. 

ECKERMANN

CVA Lawsuits 9 

Years of Alleged 
Abuse 1971–1990 

CVA Lawsuits 10
Years of Alleged 
Abuse 1969–1986

CVA Lawsuits 10

Years of Alleged 
Abuse 1975–1983  
*�Layperson

CVA Lawsuits 8

Years of Alleged 
Abuse 1954–1975 

CVA Lawsuits 6

Years of Alleged 
Abuse 1959–1989  

Diocese of Syracuse | Top Five (5) Alleged Perpetrators April 6, 2021

Source: Jeff Anderson & Associates, P.A. analysis of New York Child Victims Act lawsuits filed August 14, 2019–December 31, 2020 in the New York State Courts Electronic Filing 
system. Lawsuits were filed in New York involving these alleged perpetrators. The vast majority of claims against these individuals have not been fully evaluated in a civil or criminal 
court. The allegations should not be considered proved or substantiated in a court of law. All individuals should be considered innocent until proven guilty.

https://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/victim-raped-priest-n-y-fix-sex-abuse-law-article-1.2592798
https://wbng.com/2020/06/19/former-binghamton-priest-and-a-former-catholic-school-teacher-accused-in-new-child-victims-act-lawsuit/
https://loriayers71.wixsite.com/stjohns/history-page
http://cityofangels13.blogspot.com/2008/10/book-about-pedophile-priest-assaults.html


SETON CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL NOTRE DAME HIGH SCHOOL BISHOP CUNNINGHAM HIGH SCHOOL
Binghamton, New York Utica, New York Oswego, New York

CVA Lawsuits 13 5 5
Years of CVA  

Alleged Abuse 1954–1986 1970–1979 1974–1983
Alleged 

Perpetrators 5 2 1

Alleged Prolif ic 
Perpetrators Francis J. Purtell � Chester Misercola

Diocese of Syracuse | Institutions Frequently Identified in Lawsuits

Source: Jeff Anderson & Associates, P.A. analysis of New York Child Victims Act lawsuits filed August 14, 2019–December 31, 2020 in the New York State Courts Electronic Filing 
system. Lawsuits were filed in New York involving these alleged perpetrators. The vast majority of claims against these individuals have not been fully evaluated in a civil or criminal 
court. The allegations should not be considered proved or substantiated in a court of law. All individuals should be considered innocent until proven guilty.
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Diocese of Syracuse 
Bankruptcy Deadline

April 15, 2021

Source: Jeff Anderson & Associates, P.A. analysis of New York Child Victims Act lawsuits filed August 14, 2019–December 31, 2020 in the New York State Courts Electronic Filing 
system. Lawsuits were filed in New York involving these alleged perpetrators. The vast majority of claims against these individuals have not been fully evaluated in a civil or criminal 
court. The allegations should not be considered proved or substantiated in a court of law. All individuals should be considered innocent until proven guilty.


