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The Catholic Church is the largest Christian church in the world, claiming more than 1.3 billion baptized 
members globally as of 2018, including 51 million adults in the United States alone.1 Though its total 
worth is unknown due to its decentralized and opaque finances, a 2012 report estimated the annual 
operating budget of the U.S. Catholic Church was $170 billion. It employs more than one million 
employees nationally including clergy and ministers, hospital and school staff, seminarians, and more. It 
also owns property in almost every county in all 50 states.2 
 
Since the early 1980s, more than 17,000 complaints of sexual abuse have been filed against the church 
nationwide.3 As of 2017, more than 6,700 priests, bishops, brothers, nuns, and other church officials 
have been formally accused of abuse, but estimates place the total number of potential offending 
priests closer to 10,000.4 Church leaders spent much of the late 20th century minimizing and denying 
accusations, shuffling offenders between parishes in an attempt to hide its systemic sexual abuse issues, 
but a deeply-researched investigation published by the Boston Globe in 2002 triggered a new deluge of 
lawsuits, revelations, and claims against the church.5 Since then, the church has spent over $4 billion in 
settlements, fines, and expenses related to abuse lawsuits, while waging an aggressive parallel effort to 
prevent future suits from victims.6 
 
EůĞĐƚĞĚ�ůĞĂĚĞƌƐ͕�ĂĐƚŝǀŝƐƚƐ͕�ǀŝĐƚŝŵƐ͛�advocates, and lawyers across the country have fought for decades to 
hold church leaders accountable and expand opportunities for victims to be heard. Based on an analysis 
ŽĨ�ůĞŐŝƐůĂƚŝŽŶ�ĨƌŽŵ�h^��dŽĚĂǇ͕�ĨƌŽŵ�ϮϬϬϵ�ƚŽ�ϮϬϭϵ͕�͞ƐƚĂƚĞ�ůĂǁŵĂŬĞƌƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ďŽƚŚ�ƐŝĚĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŝƐůĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�
tried at least 200 times to extend the civil ƐƚĂƚƵƚĞ�ŽĨ�ůŝŵŝƚĂƚŝŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�ĐŚŝůĚ�ƐĞǆƵĂů�ĂďƵƐĞ�ĐĂƐĞƐ͟�ŝŶ�ϯϴ�ƐƚĂƚĞƐ, 
which would give victims more time to sue after being abused and could double the number of total 
cases brought against the Church.7 Most of these bills failed, however, ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ��ŚƵƌĐŚ�͞ŵŽďŝlized its 
opposition, working in tandem with the insurance industry, and later, the [Boy Scouts of America],͟ 
whose own sex abuse claims now exceed 82,000.8 KŶĞ�ƐƚƵĚǇ�ĞƐƚŝŵĂƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ��ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ��ŚƵƌĐŚ�͞ƐƉĞŶƚ�
Ăƚ�ůĞĂƐƚ�ΨϭϬ͘ϲ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ůŽďďǇŝŶŐ͟�ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�ƐƚĂƚƵƚe-of-limitations reforms from 2011 to 2018 in the 
Northeast alone.9  
 
Public reporting suggests that the Church used a consistent playbook in dioceses across the country to 
defeat these bills, including criticizing legislators from the pulpit, encouraging parishioners to call and 
ŚĂƌĂƐƐ�ůĞŐŝƐůĂƚŽƌƐ͕�ƚŚƌĞĂƚĞŶŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ĐůŽƐĞ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚĞƐ�ŝŶ�ůĞŐŝƐůĂƚŽƌƐ͛�ĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�deploying coordinated 
messaging in multiple states.10  
 
EĞǀĞƌƚŚĞůĞƐƐ͕�ĨƌŽŵ�ϮϬϬϮ�ƚŽ�ϮϬϭϴ͕�ŶŝŶĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞƐ�ŽǀĞƌĐĂŵĞ��ŚƵƌĐŚ�ŽƉƉŽƐŝƚŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĂƐƐĞĚ�͞ƐŽŵĞ�ĨŽƌŵ�Žf a 
ǁŝŶĚŽǁ�ƐƚĂƚƵƚĞ͕͟ and in 2019, seven states and D.C. followed suit.11  After the passage of window 
statutes in 2019, the Associated Press reported that the subsequent ͞deluge of suits could surpass 
anything the nation͛s clergy sexual abuse crisis has seen before, with potentially more than 5,000 new 
ĐĂƐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĂǇŽƵƚƐ�ƚŽƉƉŝŶŐ�Ψϰ�ďŝůůŝŽŶ͘͟12  

                                                           
1 press.vatican.va, March 25, 2020; pewresearch.org, October 10, 2018 
2 economist.com, August 16, 2012; cara.george.edu, accessed January 10, 2021; archive.curbed.com, October 18, 2017 
3 news.yahoo.com, December 13, 2020 
4 bishop-accountability.com, accessed January 10, 2021; bishop-accountability.com, accessed January 10, 2021 
5 bloomberg.com, January 8, 2020 
6 news.yahoo.com, December 13, 2020; abcactionnews.com, December 2, 2019; wkbw.com, September 20, 2019 
7 law360.com, December 9, 2018; bloomberg.com, January 8, 2020; news.yahoo.com, December 13, 2020 
8 publicintegrity.org, October 2, 2019; nytimes.com, November 15, 2020 
9 huffpost.com, June 7, 2019 
10 bloomberg.com, January 8, 2020; huffpost.com, June 7, 2019; nypost.com, June 1, 2009 
11 law360.com, December 9, 2018; bloomberg.com, January 8, 2020; 
12 abcactionnews.com, December 2, 2019; brooklynink.org, April 5, 2010;  

https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/it/bollettino/pubblico/2020/03/25/0180/00411.html
https://apnews.com/article/231629807a5e8eca7535b318f1cec16c
https://www.economist.com/newsbook/2012/08/16/the-working
http://www.bishop-accountability.org/settlements/
https://archive.curbed.com/2017/10/18/16483194/catholic-church-gis-goodlands-esri-molly-burhans
https://news.yahoo.com/doj-probe-catholic-church-abuse-132257066.html
http://www.bishop-accountability.org/AtAGlance/data.htm#accused_priests
http://www.bishop-accountability.org/settlements/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2020-01-08/the-catholic-church-s-strategy-to-limit-payouts-to-abuse-victims
https://news.yahoo.com/doj-probe-catholic-church-abuse-132257066.html
https://www.abcactionnews.com/news/world/new-statutes-of-limitations-laws-could-create-5-000-new-abuse-cases-against-catholic-church
https://www.wkbw.com/news/i-team/i-team-is-the-diocese-of-buffalo-hiding-money-ahead-of-bankruptcy
https://www.law360.com/articles/1105789/clergy-victims-press-states-to-open-window-on-abuse-suits
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2020-01-08/the-catholic-church-s-strategy-to-limit-payouts-to-abuse-victims
https://news.yahoo.com/doj-probe-catholic-church-abuse-132257066.html
https://publicintegrity.org/politics/state-politics/copy-paste-legislate/the-catholic-church-and-boy-scouts-are-lobbying-against-child-abuse-statutes-this-is-their-playbook/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/15/us/boy-scouts-abuse-claims-bankruptcy.html
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/catholic-church-lobbying-sexual-abuse-reform_n_5cf93a92e4b0e63eda9726a1
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2020-01-08/the-catholic-church-s-strategy-to-limit-payouts-to-abuse-victims
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/catholic-church-lobbying-sexual-abuse-reform_n_5cf93a92e4b0e63eda9726a1
https://nypost.com/2009/06/01/bishop-is-defiant-on-threats/
https://www.law360.com/articles/1105789/clergy-victims-press-states-to-open-window-on-abuse-suits
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2020-01-08/the-catholic-church-s-strategy-to-limit-payouts-to-abuse-victims
https://www.abcactionnews.com/news/world/new-statutes-of-limitations-laws-could-create-5-000-new-abuse-cases-against-catholic-church
http://brooklynink.org/2010/04/05/10210-brooklyn-catholics-riven-over-abuse-scandal/
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Evidence demonstrates that in response to these legislative developments, the Church systematically 
reallocated, reorganized, and sold off billions of dollars in assets ʹ often with the approval or direction 
of the Vatican ʹ in a coordinated effort to protect those assets from forfeiture and enable a flight into 
bankruptcy court for legal and financial relief from civil claims. 
 
Church leaders from San Diego, California to Wilmington, Delaware have navigated the church through 
thousands of lawsuits, hundreds of millions of dollars in claims, and nearly 30 bankruptcies to date by 
following the same tactical playbook.13 The strategy, which is reportedly overseen and approved by the 
Vatican itself and executed state-by-state and parish-by-parish, enables dioceses across the country to 
minimize the risk of asset forfeiture and large-scale settlements through a combination of backroom 
lobbying and legislative pressure campaigns, corporate reorganizations, property ownership transfers, 
utilization of the federal tax code, and bankruptcy. �ŚƵƌĐŚ�ůĞĂĚĞƌƐ�͞ƉƌĞĐĞĚĞ�ďĂŶŬƌƵƉƚĐǇ�ďǇ�ƚƌĂŶƐĨĞƌƌŝŶŐ�
and reclassifying assets,͟�frequently into tax-exempt entities, and then use ͞�ŚĂƉƚĞƌ�ϭϭ͛Ɛ�ƵŶiversal 
ƐĞƚƚůĞŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚŝŽŶƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ�ĐůĂŝŵƐ͟�ŝŶ�ĂŶ�ƵŶĞƚŚŝĐĂů�ĂďƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ĨĞĚĞƌĂů�ƚĂǆ�ůĂǁ�ƉƌŝǀŝůĞŐĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�
foundations and nonprofits.14 Since 2004, the church has followed this methodological approach to 
protecting assets and navigating sexual abuse lawsuits 29 times across 17 states and territories like a 
͞EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ��ŝƚǇ�ƐŚĞůů�ŐĂŵĞ͘͟15 In the process, they protected more than $2 billion in assets that likely 
could have been awarded to generations of clergy victims.16  
 
The Dioceses of New York are the latest group of Catholic dioceses to follow this playbook of fighting 
legislative action and civil suits, asset protection, financial manipulation, and bankruptcy.  
 
Together, the eight New York dioceses operate over 1,500 parishes, hundreds of schools, hospitals, 
nursing homes, charities, social service agencies, and countless parish-based ministries, and are also 
believed ƚŽ�ďĞ�DĂŶŚĂƚƚĂŶ͛Ɛ�ůĂƌŐĞƐƚ�ůĂŶĚŽǁŶĞƌ͘17 Like church diocese in other states, the New York 
Dioceses deployed these tactics in response to the ƐƚĂƚĞ͛Ɛ own window legislation, the Child Victims Act, 
which was first introduced in New York in 2006 and finally passed in 2019 after more than a decade of 
Church opposition.  
 
Since September 2019, a month after the window opened to file claims under the Child Victims Act, four 
of the seven dioceses that have filed for bankruptcy nationally have been from New York, including the 
Dioceses of Rochester, Buffalo, Syracuse, and Rockville Centre. However, by the time of the Dioceses͛ 
filing, reporting shows that the Church leaders had already been following its playbook of asset 
protection and reallocation years earlier.18 The cumulative picture of the Church͛s actions in New York 
and across the rest of the country demonstrate the scope of its far-reaching efforts over the last 18 
years to protect revenue-generating assets it controls from lawsuit-related payouts.  
 
 
Among all the known assets controlled by the New York Dioceses that the Church sought to protect, 
however, the Fidelis health care system was perhaps the largest. In 2018, one year before New York 
legislators passed the Child Victims Act, the eight bishops of New York completed the sale of the Fidelis 

                                                           
13 bloomberg.com, January 8, 2020; publicintegrity.org, October 2, 2019;  
14 bloomberg.com, January 8, 2020 
15 wkbw.com, September 20, 2019 
16 bloomberg.com, January 8, 2020; publicintegrity.org, October 2, 2019 
17 nyscatholic.org, accessed January 3, 2020; gothamist.com, March 14, 2019 
18 buffalonews.com, August 4, 2019; wkbw.com, September 20, 2019 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2020-01-08/the-catholic-church-s-strategy-to-limit-payouts-to-abuse-victims
https://publicintegrity.org/politics/state-politics/copy-paste-legislate/the-catholic-church-and-boy-scouts-are-lobbying-against-child-abuse-statutes-this-is-their-playbook/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2020-01-08/the-catholic-church-s-strategy-to-limit-payouts-to-abuse-victims
https://www.wkbw.com/news/i-team/i-team-is-the-diocese-of-buffalo-hiding-money-ahead-of-bankruptcy
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2020-01-08/the-catholic-church-s-strategy-to-limit-payouts-to-abuse-victims
https://publicintegrity.org/politics/state-politics/copy-paste-legislate/the-catholic-church-and-boy-scouts-are-lobbying-against-child-abuse-statutes-this-is-their-playbook/
https://www.nyscatholic.org/what-is-the-new-york-state-catholic-conference/new-yorks-catholic-church-how-we-serve/
https://gothamist.com/news/outraged-by-property-sales-to-luxury-developers-affordable-housing-group-takes-on-the-catholic-church
https://buffalonews.com/news/local/dioceses-asset-shift-may-be-scrutinized-if-it-files-bankruptcy-over-sex-lawsuits/article_d23669fd-5058-55f0-aabf-40c4a4a64113.html
https://www.wkbw.com/news/i-team/i-team-is-the-diocese-of-buffalo-hiding-money-ahead-of-bankruptcy
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Care New York, a nonprofit insurance plan that was generating $6 billion in annual revenues and ranked 
as the most popular insurer in the State.19 Fidelis Care was controlled by the eight bishops of New York, 
who had ultimate authority over all Company mergers, dissolutions, acquisition, and operating strategy.   
 
The sale of Fidelis in 2018 generated $3.6 billion in proceeds for the Church ʹ nearly twice the total 
amount of estimated assets it protected from settlements nationwide in the preceding 15 years 
according to Bloomberg Business.20 The Church placed the funds in a newly-formed trust controlled by 
the same eight bishops that oversaw Fidelis. Less than three years later, however, four of the eight 
bishops would ultimately file for Chapter 11 bankruptcy on behalf of the New York dioceses they 
oversaw. 21 On the surface, it appeared that Church leaders were faced with financial insolvency; in 
reality, the transaction and subsequent bankruptcy filings represented the successful execution of the 
�ŚƵƌĐŚ͛Ɛ�efforts to ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚ�ŽĨ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ƌĐŚĚŝŽĐĞƐĞ�ŽĨ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ͛Ɛ�ŵŽƐƚ�ǀĂůƵĂďůĞ�ŝŶǀĞƐƚŵĞŶƚƐ͕�
reallocating billions of dollars in church assets to an entity protected from the thousands of lawsuits 
filed against the church in New York and wielding the power and influence that comes with billions of 
dollars in grantmaking capability.  
 
This is the story of how the Catholic Church used its playbook to shield $3.6 billion from abuse victims. 
 

AN OVERVIEW OF THE �,hZ�,͛^�W>�z�KK<�FOR FIGHTING SEXUAL ABUSE LAWSUITS 
 
The Playbook 

- Cycle abusive priests between parishes and dioceses 
- Suppress and silence victim complaints through individual settlements and nondisclosures 
- Fight victims in court to minimize settlements and disclosures 
- Fight to prevent the passage of legislation expanding the window victims to file suits 
- Transfer assets into independent foundations shielded from legal and financial exposure 
- Flee to bankruptcy court and force victims into creditor settlements 

 
Before 2002, the Catholic �ŚƵƌĐŚ͛Ɛ�ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐǇ�ĨŽƌ�ĐŽƵŶƚĞƌŝŶŐ�ƐĞǆƵĂů�ĂďƵƐĞ�ůĂǁƐƵŝƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶǀĞƐƚŝŐĂƚŝŽŶƐ 
consisted of moving known priest abusers around and quietly settling with victims. One estimate 
measured the total amount of settlements paid by Church leaders between the early 1980s and 2002 at 
about $750 million. But in 2002, the Boston Globe published a landmark investigation of the Church, 
prompting California to pass legislation in the next year that temporarily reopened the civil statute of 
limitations so that abuse survivors had a one-year window to sue. The Church did not oppose the first-
of-its-kind legislation, but its impact was devastating. There were 850 suits filed against the Church 
while the window was opened, and the Los Angeles Archdiocese ultimately settled the suits in 2007 for 
$660 million. Since that time, the church has incurred hundreds of millions of dollars in annual costs 
related to lawsuits, spending over $239 million in 2017 alone.22 
 
^ŝŶĐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ϮϬϬϮ�ƉĂƐƐĂŐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŝƌƐƚ�͞ǁŝŶĚŽǁ�ƐƚĂƚƵƚĞ͟�ďŝůů�ŝŶ��ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ͕�lawmakers across the country 
have introduced similar bills in an effort to extend the civil statute of limitations for abuse survivors. 
Bipartisan efforts to pass the legislation were attempted in 38 states at least 200 times, but as of 2019, 
only 29 states have enacted such laws, with 11 of those succeeding for the first time in 2019. In every 

                                                           
19 bizjournals.com, May 8, 2018; buffalonews.com, December 19, 2015 
20 Bloomberg.com, January 8, 2020 
21 prnewswire.com, July 2, 2018; nytimes.com, October 1, 2020; 13wham.com, August 14, 2019 
22 businessinsurance.com, January 4, 2015; inquirer.com, March 2, 2011; publicintegrity.org, October 2, 2019 

https://www.bizjournals.com/buffalo/news/2018/05/08/fidelis-caresale-leads-to-3-2b-statewide.html
https://buffalonews.com/news/local/a-mission-in-health-insurance-has-fidelis-care-growing-fast-in-amherst/article_22cd613e-d4f2-5391-bdc4-eaead8342ab2.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2020-01-08/the-catholic-church-s-strategy-to-limit-payouts-to-abuse-victims
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/centene-completes-transaction-with-fidelis-care-300675485.html#:~:text=LOUIS%2C%20July%202%2C%202018%20%2F,valued%20at%20%243.75%20billion%2C%20making
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/01/nyregion/rockville-centre-diocese-bankruptcy.html
https://13wham.com/news/local/amid-lawsuits-diocese-of-rochester-files-for-ch-11-bankruptcy
https://www.businessinsurance.com/article/00010101/NEWS06/301049979/Minnesota-law-extends-sexual-abuse-filing-window,-puts-pressure-on-archdiocese#:~:text=Minnesota%20is%20the%20fifth%20U.S.,introduced%20in%20several%20other%20states.&text=Minnesota's%20window%20statute%2C%20the%20Child,will%20run%20for%20three%20years.
https://www.inquirer.com/philly/news/homepage/20110302_Proposed_Pa__bills_would_help_victims_of_child_sex_abuse_seek_justice.html
https://publicintegrity.org/politics/state-politics/copy-paste-legislate/the-catholic-church-and-boy-scouts-are-lobbying-against-child-abuse-statutes-this-is-their-playbook/
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state, and in nearly every attempt, the opposition to the bill was mobilized and led by the group that 
stood to lose the most ʹ the Catholic Church ʹ alongside the insurance industry and the Boy Scouts. 
Public reporting confirms the Church utilizing coordinated messaging campaigns, parishioner phone calls 
to state legislators, private and public lobbying, and even admonishments of legislators from the pulpit 
during sermons to successfully defeat most of the window bills that were proposed.23 
 
Even as its costly efforts to limit the statute of limitations for sexual abuse cases persisted, the Church 
simultaneously launched a separate strategy to further limit its legal exposure.  With sexual abuse 
lawsuits nationwide escalating after 2002 and window laws threatening to increase the rate even 
further, church leaders explored a new strategy for protection for the first time ever: insolvency and the 
protections of US bankruptcy proceedings.  
 
In July 2004, the Archdiocese of Portland became the first Catholic diocese in the United States to file for 
bankruptcy. The strategy allowed the church to achieve a quieter mass settlement that forced an end to 
existing lawsuits, blocked new ones, and enabled it to effectively retain assets. Since the Archdiocese in 
Portland declared itself insolvent in 2004, 29 dioceses nationwide have followed the same strategy. The 
rate of bankruptcies has accelerated as window laws have gained traction, with the church citing the 
statutes as a primary factor in multiple bankruptcies, including in Wilmington (DE), San Diego (CA), and 
multiple cities in Minnesota.24  
 
The following list contains all bankruptcy filings to date of US dioceses in chronological order.25 
 

x Archdiocese of Portland OR (July 6, 2004) 
x Diocese of Tucson AZ (September 20, 2004) 
x Diocese of Spokane WA (December 6, 2004) 
x Diocese of Davenport IA (October 10, 2006) 
x Diocese of San Diego CA (February 27, 2007) 
x Diocese of Fairbanks AK (March 1, 2008) 
x Oregon Province of the Jesuits (February 17, 2009) 
x Diocese of Wilmington DE & MD (October 18, 2009) 
x Archdiocese of Milwaukee WI (January 4, 2011) 
x Congregation of the Christian Brothers (April 28, 2011) 
x Diocese of Gallup NM (November 12, 2013) 
x Diocese of Stockton CA (January 15, 2014) 
x Diocese of Helena MT (January 31, 2014) 
x Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis MN (January 16, 2015) 
x Diocese of Duluth MN (December 7, 2015) 
x Diocese of New Ulm MN (March 3, 2017) 
x Diocese of Great Falls-Billings MT (March 31, 2017) 
x Crosier Fathers and Brothers MN & AZ (June 1, 2017) 
x Diocese of Winona-Rochester MN (December 3, 2018) 
x Archdiocese of Santa Fe NM (December 3, 2018) 
x Archdiocese of Agana, Guam (January 16, 2019) 
x Diocese of Rochester NY (September 12, 2019) 

                                                           
23 publicintegrity.org, October 2, 2019 
24 bloomberg.com, January 8, 2020; bishopaccountability.org, accessed January 4, 2020 
25 bishop-accountability.org, accessed January 7, 2021 

https://publicintegrity.org/politics/state-politics/copy-paste-legislate/the-catholic-church-and-boy-scouts-are-lobbying-against-child-abuse-statutes-this-is-their-playbook/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2020-01-08/the-catholic-church-s-strategy-to-limit-payouts-to-abuse-victims
http://www.bishop-accountability.org/bankruptcy.htm
http://www.bishop-accountability.org/bankruptcy.htm
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x Diocese of Harrisburg PA (February 19, 2020) 
x Diocese of Buffalo NY (February 29, 2020) 
x Archdiocese of New Orleans LA (May 1, 2020) 
x Diocese of St. Cloud MN (June 15, 2020) 
x Diocese of Syracuse NY (June 19, 2020) 
x Diocese of Rockville Centre NY (October 1, 2020) 
x Diocese of Camden NJ (October 1, 2020) 

 
As it has refined its bankruptcy strategy, the church has also methodically preceded its filings with the 
transfer and reclassification of assets, which serves to reduce the pool of money available to abuse 
victims. The process is executed with a remarkable and meticulous attention to detail; reporting 
confirms that dioceses gave direct guidance and instruction to parishes and other church-owned entities 
on how to establish independent trusts that protect the Church from liability while maintaining total 
control over revenues and operations. In some cases, the classification of its properties as nonprofits has 
also resulted in the Church undervaluing its holdings, further reducing its exposure by understating the 
value of its assets. One detailed review of court filings by Bloomberg estimated that between 2005 and 
2020, the church effectively shielded over $2 billion in assets from abuse victims in bankruptcies 
through these methods, forcing thousands of abuse victims to settle from significantly reduced 
estates.26  
 
Altogether, the Church sought to protect itself against sexual abuse cases by waging sophisticated 
campaigns throughout the United States to defeat legislation, reclassify and protect assets, leverage the 
US tax code, and ultimately to utilize bankruptcy as a shield against civil settlements. Reporting confirms 
that these efforts were guided, advised, and approved by the Vatican, which oversees all strategic 
decisions made by dioceses in financial reorganizations and settlements. Lawyers that have participated 
in as many as 15 bankruptcy negotiations with the Church recalled to reporters that participating 
bishops in some cases stated that they ĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚ�ĂŐƌĞĞ�ƚŽ�ƐƉĞĐŝĨŝĐ�settlement terms without permission 
from the Holy See. Documents revealed in litigation also confirmed that bishops sent explicit 
communications to the Vatican outlining their plans to reorganize and reclassify assets to protect them 
from settlements and litigation.27 
 

NEW YORK BISHOPS HISTORY OF SHIELDING CHURCH ASSETS 
 
EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ͛Ɛ�ďŝƐŚŽƉƐ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ��ŚƵƌĐŚ͛Ɛ�ĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚĞĚ�ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐǇ�ŽĨ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ƚŽ�ƐĞǆƵĂů�
abuse lawsuits, moving assets into separate trusts, foundations, parishes, and other entities in a 
coordinated effort to shield those funds from payouts to victims. In 2006, after a bill was first introduced 
in the New York Legislature to suspend the statute of limitations for child sex abuse cases, the Buffalo 
�ŝŽĐĞƐĞ�͞ďĞŐĂŶ�ŵŽǀŝŶŐ�Ψϵϭ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŝƚƐ�ŵĂŝŶ�ŝŶǀĞƐƚŵĞŶƚ�ĂĐĐŽƵŶƚ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĂĐĐŽƵŶƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƉĂƌŝƐŚĞƐ͕�
ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͕�ĐĞŵĞƚĞƌŝĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƚŚĞƌ��ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ�ĞŶƚŝƚŝĞƐ͘͟�DŽŶƐŝŐŶŽƌ�tŝůůŝĂŵ�'ĂůůĂŐŚĞƌ͕�Ă�ƌĞƚŝƌĞĚ�ƉƌŝĞƐƚ�ǁŚŽ�
served ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŝŽĐĞƐĞ͛Ɛ�ĨŝŶĂŶĐŝĂů�ĐŽƵŶĐŝů͕�ůĂƚĞƌ�ƚŽůĚ�ƚŚĞ��ƵĨĨĂůŽ�EĞǁƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƚ�͞ǁĂƐ�ĂŶ�ĞĨĨŽƌƚ�ƚŽ�ƐŚŝĞůĚ�
money in the event the bill became law and exposed the diocese to the same kinds of clergy sex abuse 
ůĂǁƐƵŝƚƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ĚŝŽĐĞƐĞƐ�ĨĂĐĞĚ͘͟28 
 

                                                           
26 bloomberg.com, January 8, 2020 
27 bloomberg.com, January 8, 2020 
28 buffalonews.com, August 4, 2019 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2020-01-08/the-catholic-church-s-strategy-to-limit-payouts-to-abuse-victims
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2020-01-08/the-catholic-church-s-strategy-to-limit-payouts-to-abuse-victims
https://buffalonews.com/news/local/dioceses-asset-shift-may-be-scrutinized-if-it-files-bankruptcy-over-sex-lawsuits/article_d23669fd-5058-55f0-aabf-40c4a4a64113.html
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More recently, in SĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ�ϮϬϭϵ͕�t<�t��ƵĨĨĂůŽ�ŽďƚĂŝŶĞĚ�͞Ă�ƐĞĐƌĞƚ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚ͟�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞĚ�Ăƚ�Ă�
�ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ��ŚĂƌŝƚŝĞƐ�ŵĞĞƚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƌĂŝƐĞĚ�͞ƋƵĞƐƚŝŽŶƐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ǁŚĞƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ��ŝŽĐĞƐĞ�ŽĨ��ƵĨĨĂůŽ�ŝƐ�ŚŝĚŝŶŐ�Žƌ�
ĚŝǀĞƌƚŝŶŐ�ŵŽŶĞǇ�ŝŶ�ĂŶƚŝĐŝƉĂƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĂďƵƐĞ�ůĂǁƐƵŝƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ďĂŶŬƌƵƉƚĐǇ͘͟�dŚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚ�ǁĂƐ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚůǇ�͞Ă�
ƉůĂŶ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƚŝŽŶ͛Ɛ�ϮϬϮϬ��ƉƉĞĂů͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ĐŽŶĚƵĐƚĞĚ�ũŽŝŶƚůǇ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�&ŽƵŶĚĂƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
ZŽŵĂŶ��ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ��ŝŽĐĞƐĞ�ŽĨ��ƵĨĨĂůŽ�&Z���͘͟� 
 
hŶĚĞƌ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ƉƌĂĐƚŝĐĞ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŝŵĞ͕�͞�ŝƐŚŽƉ�ZŝĐŚĂƌĚ�:͘�DĂůŽŶĞ�ƐĂŝĚ�ŝŶ�ƐĞĐƌĞƚ�ĂƵĚŝŽ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚŝŶŐƐ�ƚhat about 
ϰϬ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ĨƵŶĚƐ�ĚŽŶĂƚĞĚ�ƚŽ��ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ��ŚĂƌŝƚŝĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƚƌĂĚŝƚŝŽŶĂůůǇ�ƐĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�͚dŚĞ��ŝƐŚŽƉΖƐ�&ƵŶĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�
&ĂŝƚŚ͕͛�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŝƐ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂů�ĚŝŽĐĞƐĂŶ�ďƵĚŐĞƚ͘͟�,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǁ�ƉůĂŶ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽŶĞǇ�ΗǁŽƵůĚ�
instead go to the diocesan foundation, which -- although its trustees include Bishop Malone and others 
with connections to the diocese -- is technically a separate corporate entity and not as vulnerable to 
ƉĂǇŵĞŶƚƐ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŵŝŐŚƚ�ƌĞƐƵůƚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ďĂŶŬƌƵƉƚĐǇ�ƉƌŽĐĞĞĚŝŶŐƐ͟�ŽĨ��ŚŝůĚ�sŝĐƚŝŵƐ��Đƚ�ůĂǁƐƵŝƚƐ͘29 
 
ThĞ�ƐĞĐƌĞƚ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚ�ƐƉĞĐŝĨŝĐĂůůǇ�ƐƚĂƚĞĚ͕�͞dŽ�ďĞƚƚĞƌ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚ�ĂƐƐĞƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŽ�ƐƚŝŵƵůĂƚĞ�ƉƌŽƉĞŶƐŝƚǇ�ĨŽƌ�ŐŝĨƚƐ�
ĚŝƌĞĐƚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ŵŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ͕�ƚŚĞ�&Z����ƵŶĚĞƌŐŽĞƐ�Ă�ŶĂŵĞ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞ�ƚŽ�͚dŚĞ��ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ�&ŽƵŶĚĂƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�tEz͛�
creating a stronger wall between the Diocese and the &ŽƵŶĚĂƚŝŽŶ͘͟��ĚĚŝƚŝŽŶĂůůǇ͕�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽƵŶĚĂƚŝŽŶ�ƐƚĂƚĞĚ�
ƚŚĂƚ�͞ƌĞĨĞƌĞŶĐĞƐ�ƚŽ�͚�ŝƐŚŽƉΖƐ�&ƵŶĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�&ĂŝƚŚ͛�ǁŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ĞůŝŵŝŶĂƚĞĚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽƵŶĚĂƚŝŽŶ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŝƐ�
ŚĞĂĚƋƵĂƌƚĞƌĞĚ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŝŽĐĞƐĞ͕�ǁŽƵůĚ�͚ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚ�ŝƚƐ�ŽǁŶ�ĐŽƌƉŽƌĂƚĞ�ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĞŵĂŝů�ĚŽŵĂŝŶ͛͘͟�^ĞĐƌĞƚ�
audio ƌĞĐŽƌĚŝŶŐƐ�ĂůƐŽ�ƐŚŽǁĞĚ�͞ƚŚĂƚ�ŝŶ�Ă�ƌĞĐĞŶƚ�ŵĞĞƚŝŶŐ͕��ŝƐŚŽƉ�DĂůŽŶĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŝƐ�ĂĚǀŝƐĞƌƐ�ƚĂůŬ�ĂďŽƵƚ�
ĐŽŶƐƵůƚŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ůĂǁǇĞƌ�ƚŽ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ďǇůĂǁƐ�ŽĨ��ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ��ŚĂƌŝƚŝĞƐ͟�ĂŶĚ�ǁŽƌƌŝĞƐ�ĂďŽƵƚ��ŚŝůĚ�sŝĐƚŝŵƐ��Đƚ�
Lawsuits. In the recording, vicar general Rev. Peter KaraluƐ�ƐƚĂƚĞĚ͕�͞��ĐŽŶĐĞƌŶ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ĂŶǇ�ůĂǁƐƵŝƚ�ƉŝĞƌĐŝŶŐ�
ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƌƉŽƌĂƚĞ�ǀĞŝů͙��Ž�ƚŚĞ�ďǇůĂǁƐ�ůŽŽŬ�ĂƐ�ŝĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�ƌĞĂůůǇ�ũƵƐƚ�ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ�ƐƵď-organization of the diocese 
ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ǁŚŽ�ŵĂŬĞƐ�ƵƉ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ͍͟30 
 
>ĂƚĞƌ͕�ŝŶ�:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ�ϮϬϮϬ͕�ĂŚĞĂĚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŝŽĐĞƐĞ͛Ɛ�ďĂŶŬƌƵƉƚĐǇ͕��ŝƐŚop Edward B. Scharfenberger, then-
Apostolic Administrator of the Buffalo Diocese following the resignation of Bishop Malone, reportedly 
ĚĞŶŝĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�͞ƚŚĞ��ƵĨĨĂůŽ��ŝŽĐĞƐĞ�ǁĂƐ�ĚĞůĂǇŝŶŐ�ŝƚƐ�ďĂŶŬƌƵƉƚĐǇ�ĨŝůŝŶŐ�ƵŶƚŝů�ŝƚ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ĨŝŶĚ�ǁĂǇƐ�ƚŽ�ŚŝĚĞ�ĂƐƐĞƚƐ�
from creditoƌƐ͘͟�ZĞƉŽƌƚƐ�ƐƚĂƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĞ�ĂůƐŽ�ƐĂŝĚ�ŚĞ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐĞĚ�Ă�ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ�ďĂŶŬƌƵƉƚĐǇ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ĚŝŽĐĞƐĞƐ�
that went through bankruptcies, including the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis, who advised him 
͞ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ƵůƚŝŵĂƚĞůǇ�ǁĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƌƌĞĐƚ�ǁĂǇ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶ their missions and address mounting legal 
ĐůĂŝŵƐ�ďǇ�ĐŚŝůĚŚŽŽĚ�ǀŝĐƚŝŵƐ�ŽĨ�ĐůĞƌŐǇ�ƐĞǆƵĂů�ĂďƵƐĞ͘͟�,Ğ�ƐĂŝĚ͕�͞tŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƐĂŝĚ�ŝƐ�ƉĂŝŶĨƵů�ĂŶĚ�ƚĞĚŝŽƵƐ�
as it is, that in the long run what resulted was more confidence and that people feel they understand in 
a ĐƌĞĚŝďůĞ�ǁĂǇ�ǁŚĂƚ�ĂƐƐĞƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƌĞŶ͛ƚ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ͕�ǁŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚƌƵĞ�ŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŝŽĐĞƐĞ�ŝƐ͘͟31 
 
Prior to their current roles as bishops in New York, these bishops also had experience elsewhere with 
the Catholic playbook. In 2007, in Milwaukee, then-ArchbishŽƉ�dŝŵŽƚŚǇ��ŽůĂŶ�ĂƐŬĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�sĂƚŝĐĂŶ�͞ĨŽƌ�
ƉĞƌŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƐŚŝĨƚ�ĂůŵŽƐƚ�Ψϱϳ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ŝŶƚŽ�Ă�ƚƌƵƐƚ�ĨƵŶĚ�ĞĂƌŵĂƌŬĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ĐĞŵĞƚĞƌŝĞƐ͕͟�
ĂƉƉĞĂƌŝŶŐ�͞ƚŽ�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽǀĞ�ǁĂƐ�ƚŽ�ƐŚŝĞůĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƐƐĞƚƐ͘͟��ŽůĂŶ�ǁƌŽƚĞ͕�͞�Ǉ�
transferring these assets to the Trust, I foresee an approved protection from any legal claim and 
ůŝĂďŝůŝƚǇ͘͟�dŚĞ�sĂƚŝĐĂŶ�ĂƉƉƌŽǀĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚƌĂŶƐĨĞƌ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĨŽƵƌ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ůĂƚĞƌ͕�ƚŚĞ�DŝůǁĂƵŬĞĞ��ƌĐŚĚŝŽĐĞƐĞ�ĚĞĐůĂƌĞĚ�
ďĂŶŬƌƵƉƚĐǇ͕�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ǀŝĐƚŝŵƐ͛�ůĂǁǇĞƌƐ�͞ĨŽƵŐŚƚ�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵůůǇ�ƚŽ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ƚhe cemetery trust in the 
ĞƐƚĂƚĞ͛Ɛ�ĂƐƐĞƚƐ͘͟32 
 

                                                           
29 wkbw.com, September 20, 2019 
30 wkbw.com, September 20, 2019 
31 buffalonews.com, January 6, 2020 
32 bloomberg.com, January 8, 2020 

https://www.wkbw.com/news/i-team/i-team-is-the-diocese-of-buffalo-hiding-money-ahead-of-bankruptcy
https://www.wkbw.com/news/i-team/i-team-is-the-diocese-of-buffalo-hiding-money-ahead-of-bankruptcy
https://buffalonews.com/news/local/new-buffalo-diocese-leader-calls-bankruptcy-filing-a-probability/article_9a5e4ab2-ea6c-5d45-abf3-8c2a71e684e2.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2020-01-08/the-catholic-church-s-strategy-to-limit-payouts-to-abuse-victims
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Furthermore, when Salvatore Matano, the current Bishop of Rochester, was serving as the Bishop of the 
�ŝŽĐĞƐĞ�ŽĨ��ƵƌůŝŶŐƚŽŶ�ŝŶ�sĞƌŵŽŶƚ͕�ŚĞ�͞ďĞŐĂŶ�ƚŽ�ƐĞĞ�ŚŽǁ�ŵƵĐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĐĂŶĚĂů͕�ĨŝƌƐƚ�ĞǆƉŽƐĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ��ŽƐƚŽŶ�
Globe, wŽƵůĚ�ĐŽƐƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ͘͟�/Ŷ�ϮϬϬϲ͕�ƚŚĞ�ĚŝŽĐĞƐĞ�ǁĂƐ�͞ĨĂĐŝŶŐ�Ă�Ɛŝǆ-figure debt and a seemingly 
ĞŶĚůĞƐƐ�ƐĞƌŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�Đŝǀŝů�ůĂǁƐƵŝƚƐ͟�ĂŶĚ�͞ƐĂǁ�ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂů�ƐĞƚƚůĞŵĞŶƚ�ĐůĂŝŵƐ�ƌŝƐĞ�ƚŽ�ŶĞĂƌůǇ�Ψϭ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ͘͟�/Ŷ�
ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ͕�DĂƚĂŶŽ�͞ƚŽůĚ�ŚŝƐ�ĂƚƚŽƌŶĞǇ�ƚŽ�ƉůĂĐĞ�ĞĂĐŚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŝŽĐĞƐĞ͛Ɛ�ůŽĐĂů�ƉĂƌŝƐŚĞƐ�Ͷ some 130 at the 
time Ͷ ŝŶƚŽ�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ƚƌƵƐƚƐ�ǁŚŽƐĞ�ŚŽůĚŝŶŐƐ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ŽŶůǇ�ďĞ�ƚĂƉƉĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�͚ƉŝŽƵƐ͕�ĐŚĂƌŝƚĂďůĞ�Žƌ�ĞĚƵĐĂƚŝŽŶĂů�
ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞƐ͕͛�ƐŚŝĞůĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƉŽƚĞŶƚŝĂů�ŵƵůƚŝŵŝůůŝŽŶ-ĚŽůůĂƌ�ũƵƌǇ�ǀĞƌĚŝĐƚƐ͘͟�&ŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ͕�͞ƚŚĞ�
ĚŝŽĐĞƐĞ͛Ɛ�ůawyer quietly sent a stack of two-ƉĂŐĞ�͚ĚĞĞĚ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚƌƵƐƚ͛�ĨŽƌŵ�ůĞƚƚĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ŵƵŶŝĐŝƉĂů�ĐůĞƌŬƐ�
ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞ͘͟33 
 
DĂƚĂŶŽ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚůǇ�ǁƌŽƚĞ�ŝŶ�Ă�ƉƌŝǀĂƚĞ�ůĞƚƚĞƌ�ƚŚĂƚ͕�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǁ�ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞ͕�͞ƚŚĞ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ�ĚŝŽĐĞƐĂŶ�
protocols and regulations for the administraƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƉĂƌŝƐŚĞƐ�ƌĞŵĂŝŶ͕�ŝŶ�ĞĨĨĞĐƚ͕�ƵŶĐŚĂŶŐĞĚ͕͟�ĂŶĚ�ƐĂŝĚ�Ăƚ�Ă�
ϮϬϬϲ�ƌĞĐĞƉƚŝŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚƌƵƐƚƐ�͞ǁĞƌĞ�͚ĂŶ�ĞǆƚƌĂ�ůĂǇĞƌ�ŽĨ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚŝŽŶ͛�ĨƌŽŵ�ĂŶǇŽŶĞ�ƐĞĞŬŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƚĂƉ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�
ĂƐƐĞƚƐ͘͟�DĂƚĂŶŽ�ĂůƐŽ�͞ĚĞĨĞŶĚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚƌƵƐƚ�ŝĚĞĂ�ŝŶ�Ă�ƌĂƌĞ�ϮϬϬϲ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀŝĞǁ͕͟�ƐƚĂƚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�͞ƚŚŝƐ�is not in any 
ǁĂǇ�ŝŶƚĞŶĚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƉĞŶĂůŝǌĞ�ǀŝĐƚŝŵƐ͕͟�ĂŶĚ�ĞǆƉůĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉůĂŶ�͞ǁĂƐ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƌĞĂƐƐƵƌĞ�sĞƌŵŽŶƚ�
ĐŚƵƌĐŚŐŽĞƌƐ�ǁŚŽ�ĨĞĂƌĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽƚĞŶƚŝĂů�ůŽƐƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƉĂƌŝƐŚ�ŚŽůĚŝŶŐƐ͘͟�KǀĞƌĂůů͕�Ă�ϮϬϭϵ�ĂŶĂůǇƐŝƐ�ĨŽƵŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�
ƚŚŝƐ�ĂƌƌĂŶŐĞŵĞŶƚ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚĞĚ�͞ĂŶ�ĞƐƚŝŵĂƚĞĚ�ΨϱϬϬ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ͟�ĨƌŽŵ�ĂďƵƐĞ�ƐĞƚƚůĞŵĞŶƚƐ͘34 
 

FIDELIS CARE AND THE CHILD VICTIMS ACT 
 
Fidelis Care New York was first founded in May 1993 as a Type-B not-for-profit by the Catholic Medical 
Center of Brooklyn and Queens and was originally sponsored by the Diocese of Brooklyn.35 In 1997, the 
eight state dioceses agreed to jointly sponsor Fidelis and grow the nonprofit statewide. The �ŽŵƉĂŶǇ͛Ɛ�
ϮϬϭϴ�ĨŝůŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ��ƚƚŽƌŶĞǇ�'ĞŶĞƌĂů�ƌĞĨĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ŝƚ�ĂƐ�Ă�͞ŵĞŵďĞƌƐŚŝƉ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƚŝŽŶ͟�ǁŝƚŚ�ŝƚƐ�
ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�͞ůŝŵŝƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŝŐŚƚ��ŝŽĐĞƐĂŶ��ŝƐŚŽƉƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ��ĐĐůĞƐŝĂƐƚŝĐĂů�WƌŽǀŝŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ͘͟�
The ĐŽŵƉĂŶǇ͛Ɛ�ďǇ-laws were written to give the eight Bishops total power to choose the Board of 
Directors and approve mergers, dissolutions, or consolidations. 36 In the years that followed its founding, 
the bishops grew Fidelis well beyond the 17,000 Medicaid members being served in New York City in 
ϭϵϵϳ͕�ĐĂƉŝƚĂůŝǌŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞ͛Ɛ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƐŚŝĨƚ�ŝƚƐ�DĞĚŝĐĂŝĚ�ƉŽƉƵůĂƚŝŽŶ�ŝŶƚŽ�ŵĂŶĂŐĞĚ�ĐĂƌĞ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ͘�
Between 1997 and 2015, Fidelis systematically expanded its service throughout the state through 
targeted acquisitions and joint ventures, enrollment in state programs such as the Child Health Plus 
Program and the Medicare Advantage Program, and increased government spending on healthcare from 
the Affordable Care Act. Their efforts were wildly successful, and Fidelis grew to be one of the most 
valuable investments of the church in the United States. By 2015, Fidelis ranked as the most popular 
ŝŶƐƵƌĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞ͛Ɛ�ŵĂƌŬĞƚƉůace, serving about 1.3 million members statewide and generating over $6 
billion in annual revenues and $215 million in profits.37 
 
 
Even as they oversaw the growth of Fidelis, however, the Archdiocese of New York and its seven 
suffragan Dioceses were simultaneously waging an expensive and sustained campaign to defeat 
ůĞŐŝƐůĂƚŝŽŶ�ĐĂůůĞĚ�ƚŚĞ��ŚŝůĚ�sŝĐƚŝŵƐ��Đƚ͕�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ͛Ɛ�ǀĞƌƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�͞ǁŝŶĚŽǁ͟�ůĞŐŝƐůĂƚŝŽŶ�ƉĂƐƐĞĚ�ďǇ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�
states. The Child Victims Act sought to expand the statute of limitations for sexual abuse claims and 

                                                           
33 vtdigger.com, November 17, 2019 
34 vtdigger.com, November 17, 2019 
35 ag.ny.gov, accessed January 6, 2021 
36 ag.ny.gov, accessed January 6, 2021 
37 nytimes.com, August 22, 1997; buffalonews.com, April 13, 1998; buffalonews.com, December 19, 2015  

https://vtdigger.org/2019/11/17/how-vermonts-catholic-church-stashed-away-a-half-billion-dollars-in-assets/
https://vtdigger.org/2019/11/17/how-vermonts-catholic-church-stashed-away-a-half-billion-dollars-in-assets/
https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/verified-petition.pdf
https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/verified-petition.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/1997/08/22/nyregion/catholic-hmo-is-buying-a-larger-for-profit-organization.html
https://buffalonews.com/news/church-sponsored-fidelis-expanding-rapidly/article_da0ec319-2853-58b8-b699-888b297d1716.html
https://buffalonews.com/news/local/a-mission-in-health-insurance-has-fidelis-care-growing-fast-in-amherst/article_22cd613e-d4f2-5391-bdc4-eaead8342ab2.html
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provide a window of time for claims to be brought no matter when the alleged abuse occurred. The 
legislation was proposed in New York for the first time in 2006, where it passed in the Assembly but was 
blocked in the state Senate. In the decade that followed, the church successfully defeated the legislation 
year after year, reportedly using their pulpits to accuse legislators of attempting to bankrupt the church 
and threatening to close churches in the districts of legislators that backed the bill. Cardinal Dolan 
ƚƌĞĂƚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ďŝůů�ĂƐ�ĂŶ�ĞǆŝƐƚĞŶƚŝĂů�ƚŚƌĞĂƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŵŵĞŶƚĂƚŽƌƐ�ŶŽƚĞĚ�ŝƚƐ�ĚĞĨĞĂƚ�ǁĂƐ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ŚŝƐ�͞ƚŽƉ�
ůĞŐŝƐůĂƚŝǀĞ�ƉƌŝŽƌŝƚŝĞƐ͘͟38 Reports reveal that between 2007 and 2015, the Catholic Conference spent $2.1 
million on lobbyists to prevent the passage of the Child Victims Act, including a former top aide to then-
Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver.39 
 
/Ŷ�ϮϬϭϱ͕�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ��ŚƵƌĐŚ�ǁĂƐ�ůŽďďǇŝŶŐ�ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�ƚŚĞ��ŚŝůĚ�sŝĐƚŝŵƐ��Đƚ͕�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ��ĂƌĞ�ďĞŐĂŶ�Ă�͞ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐŝĐ�
ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚ͟�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵƉĂŶǇ͛Ɛ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ according to doĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ĨŝůĞĚ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵƉĂŶǇ͛Ɛ�ĂĐƋƵŝƐŝƚŝŽŶ. 
Fidelis stated in its filings ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ǁĂƐ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚůǇ�ƐƚĂƌƚĞĚ�ĚƵĞ�ƚŽ�͞ƚŚĞ�ƉŽƚĞŶƚŝĂů�ĂĚǀĞƌƐĞ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�
ŽĨ�ĂŶƚŝĐŝƉĂƚĞĚ�ĨĞĚĞƌĂů�ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƚŽƌǇ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞƐ͕͟�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŝŶǀĞƐƚ�ŝŶ�ƚĞĐŚŶŽůŽŐǇ͕�ĂŶĚ�͞ŝŶĐƌĞĂsing 
competition from larger, better capitalized for-ƉƌŽĨŝƚ�ŝŶƐƵƌĞƌƐ͘͟��Ɛ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ͕�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ�͞ƐƉĞŶƚ�
approximately one year carefully assessing its operations, resources and the overall future viability of its 
business lines and considered variouƐ�ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐŝĐ�ŽƉƚŝŽŶƐ͘͟��ƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶĚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ��ŽĂƌĚ�
͞ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ă�ƐĂůĞ�ŽĨ�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ͛�ŝŶƐƵƌĂŶĐĞ�ŽƉĞƌĂƚŝŽŶƐ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞƐƚ�ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵƉĂŶǇ�
ĂŶĚ�ŝƚƐ�DĞŵďĞƌƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŝŐŚƚ�ďŝƐŚŽƉƐ�ŽĨ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ͘͟�dŚĞŶ͕�ŝŶ�ůĂƚĞ�ϮϬϭϲ͕�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ�͞ŝŶŝtiated an auction 
ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ŝŶ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŶŝŶĞ�ƉƌŽƐƉĞĐƚŝǀĞ�ƉƵƌĐŚĂƐĞƌƐ͟�ǁĞƌĞ�ŝŶǀŝƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďŵŝƚ�ŽĨĨĞƌƐ͖�ƚǁŽ�ďŝĚƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ͕�
neither of which were from Centene.40 
 
As Fidelis kicked off the auction phase with prospective purchasers in late 2016, however, the Catholic 
Conference was forced to end its relationship with its well-connected lobbyist to Speaker Silver, and 
activists began preparing to push for the passage of the Child Victims Act in the 2016 session. In 
response, the Archdiocese of New York announced an independent program for sexual abuse victims to 
apply for church compensation, but critics noted that the program was intended to limit the potential 
for future claims and reduce legislative pressure for the passage of the Window act.41  
 
Following receipt of the two bids for Fidelis, in late 2016 and early 2017, the Fidelis Board and Member 
�ŝƐŚŽƉƐ�͞ĂŐƌĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚ�ƉŚĂƐĞ�ŽĨ�ŶĞŐŽƚŝĂƚŝŽŶƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ďŽƚŚ�ďŝĚĚĞƌƐ,͟�but ͞ŶĞŝƚŚĞƌ�
ŶĞŐŽƚŝĂƚŝŽŶ�ůĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĂŶ�ĂŐƌĞĞŵĞŶƚ͘͟42 Simultaneously, in 2017, the state Assembly successfully passed the 
Child Victims Act for the first time since 2008, garnering support from Governor Cuomo in the process. 
Although the bill ultimately died in the Senate before coming to the floor for a vote, reporters and 
commentators noted that the opposition to the bill was less organized and more private than in 
previous years, and activists expressed confidence for passage in the next legislative session.43 
 
&ŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ�͞ƚŚĞ�ĞǆƉŝƌĂƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƚƌĂĐƚƵĂůůǇ�ĂŐƌĞĞĚ-ƵƉŽŶ�ĞǆĐůƵƐŝǀŝƚǇ�ƉĞƌŝŽĚƐ͟�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚhe previous 
bidders, Centene contacted Fidelis with an offer, and the two companies formally began acquisition 
negotiations in July 2017.44 By September, the eight Bishops and 15 members of the Fidelis Board of 
Directors voted unanimously to approve Centene͛Ɛ�Ψϯ͘ϳϱ�ďŝůůŝŽŶ�ďŝĚ�ĨŽƌ�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ͘�According to company 
filings, Cardinal Timothy Dolan called Governor Cuomo and the State Attorney General to notify them of 

                                                           
38 nytimes.com, May 7, 2012 
39 catholiccourier.com, March 26, 2009; nytimes.com, August 9, 2009; nypost.com, June 1, 2009; buffalonews.com, May 7, 2018 
40 ag.ny.gov, accessed January 5, 2021 
41 ag.ny.gov, accessed January 5, 2021; nydailynews.com, June 18, 2016; buffalonews.com, May 7, 2018; nytimes.com, October 7, 2016 
42 ag.ny.gov, accessed January 5, 2021 
43 ag.ny.gov, accessed January 5, 2021; nydailynews.com, June 24, 2017; nytimes.com, May 11, 2017 
44 ag.ny.gov, accessed January 5, 2021 

https://www.nytimes.com/2012/05/07/opinion/more-time-for-justice.html
https://catholiccourier.com/articles/legislators-explain-positions-on-proposed-bills
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https://nypost.com/2009/06/01/bishop-is-defiant-on-threats/
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https://buffalonews.com/news/local/new-yorks-catholic-bishops-ramp-up-lobbying-against-child-victims-act/article_85508806-b801-51cd-876c-8006b62274d5.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/07/nyregion/new-york-archdiocese-compensation-sexual-abuse-victims.html
https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/verified-petition.pdf
https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/verified-petition.pdf
https://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/child-victims-act-adults-sexually-abused-kids-quietly-dies-article-1.3274973
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/11/nyregion/outdated-laws-unpunished-child-abusers.html
https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/verified-petition.pdf
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the planned transaction after the vote was completed.45 When Centene formally announced its 
acquisition plans, coverage noted that the proceeds of the sale would reportedly go to a charitable 
foundation administered ďǇ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ͛Ɛ��ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ��ŝƐŚŽƉƐ�ʹ the same eight that controlled Fidelis.46 
 
The sale of Fidelis Care required approval by regulators in New York, and Governor Andrew Cuomo 
͞ƚŚƌĞĂƚĞŶĞĚ�ƚŽ�ǁŝƚŚŚŽůĚ͟�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ�ĂƉƉƌŽǀĂůƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ�ƐĂůĞ�͞ƵŶƚŝů�Ă�ƐĂƚŝƐĨĂĐƚŽƌǇ�ĂŐƌĞĞŵĞŶƚ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�
ƌĞĂĐŚĞĚ͟�ǁŚĞƌĞďǇ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ�^ƚĂƚĞ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ĐĂƉƚƵƌĞ�Ă�ƉŽƌƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂůĞ�ƉƌŽĐĞĞĚƐ͘47 In 2018, in response 
to the Fidelis sale, Governor Cuomo proposed to change the law so that the state would keep up to 90% 
of the proceeds of the Fidelis sale͘�dŚĞ�'ŽǀĞƌŶŽƌ͛Ɛ�ŽĨĨŝĐĞ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚůǇ claimed that the proposal would 
close a legal loophole that excluded HMOs from requirements that apply when a nonprofit health 
company converts to a for-profit company.48 The Church reacted furiously; during a February 2018 
ďƵĚŐĞƚ�ŚĞĂƌŝŶŐ͕��ŝƐŚŽƉ��ĚǁĂƌĚ�^ĐŚĂƌĨĞŶďĞƌŐĞƌ�ƐĂŝĚ͕�͞tĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ĂĚǀŝƐĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐƵĐŚ�Ă�ƚĂŬŝŶŐ�ŝƐ�ŝůůĞŐĂů�
and unconstitutional,͟ and descriďĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĂů�ĂƐ�͞ƵŶƉƌĞĐĞĚĞŶƚĞĚ�ĐŽŶĨŝƐĐĂƚŝŽŶ͘͟49 Governor Cuomo 
ƚŚĞŶ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚůǇ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ƐĞŝǌŝŶŐ�ϴϬ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�Ψϯ͘ϳϱ�ďŝůůŝŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƉƌŽĐĞĞĚƐ�͞ĨŽƌ�Ă�͚ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ĐĂƌĞ�ƐŚŽƌƚĨĂůů�
ĨƵŶĚ͛�ƐĞƚ�ƵƉ�ƚŽ�ĂůůĞǀŝĂƚĞ�ƉŽƚĞŶƚŝĂů�ĨĞĚĞƌĂů�ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ĐƵƚƐ͘͟50 In the weeks that followed, after Governor 
Cuomo reportedly threatened to withhold approvals until a satisfactory agreement could be reached, 
the Cuomo administration negotiated a deal with the Church, legislative leaders, and Centene that 
enabled the state to capture significant proceeds from the sale. The final deal, formalized on March 30, 
provided the state with $2 billion over four years from Fidelis and Centene, including $1.35 billion 
immediately, leaving $3.2 billion in sale proceeds and surplus cash for the church-controlled charitable 
foundation.51  
 
>ĞƐƐ�ƚŚĂŶ�Ă�ŵŽŶƚŚ�ĂĨƚĞƌ�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ�ĂŶĚ��ĞŶƚĞŶĞ�ĂŐƌĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�Ă�͞Ă�ĨƌĂŵĞǁŽƌŬ�ĨŽƌ�ƐĞƚƚůĞŵĞŶƚ͟�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂůĞ�ŽĨ�
Fidelis, the New York Department of Health and New York Department of Financial Services gave their 
required regulatory approval to allow the deal to move forward in April 2018. On May 4, 2018, Fidelis 
officially submitted its petition to the New York Attorney General for approval of the $3.71 billion sale to 
�ĞŶƚĞŶĞ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞ͛Ɛ�ŶŽŶƉƌŽĨŝƚ�ůĂǁ͘��ƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ͕�ƚŚĞ��ƚƚŽƌney General invited public 
comments to be submitted on the sale from May 7 to May 23, 2018, during which time nearly 6,000 
ĐŽŵŵĞŶƚƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ͕�͞almost all of which provided support for the transaction and the proposed 
ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƉƌŽĐĞĞĚƐ͘͟�A review of the comments confirms that the majority of supportive comments used 
similar language in urging approval.52 
 
�ďŽƵƚ�͞ϰϬ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƚŝŽŶƐ�ƌĂŝƐĞĚ�ŝƐƐƵĞƐ�ĐŽŶĐĞƌŶŝŶŐ�Žƌ�ŽƉƉŽƐĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚƌĂŶƐĂĐƚŝŽŶ͘͟53 Notably, 
one of these comments was from Father Robert B. Repenning, the former pastor at Holy Trinity in 
Poughkeepsie who was removed from his post in July 2016 by Cardinal Dolan and sent to Saint John 
sŝĂŶŶĞǇ��ĞŶƚĞƌ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŝƐ�ŬŶŽǁŶ�ĂƐ�͞Ă�ƉůĂĐĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƉĞĚŽƉŚŝůĞƐ͕�ĂůĐŽŚŽůŝĐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĚƌƵŐ�ĂďƵƐĞƌƐ�ĂŵŽŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�
ĐůĞƌŐǇ͕͟�ĨŽƌ�ĐŽŵďĂƚ�related post-traumatic stress disorder. Repenning wrote in his comment on the 
&ŝĚĞůŝƐ�ƐĂůĞ͕�͞The Archdiocese of New York is not transparent in its business dealings and does not keep 
its congregants informed about Real Estate sales, Rental of properties, the names of Benefactors who 
ĂƌĞ�ŶŽƚ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ��ŚƵƌĐŚ�ǁŚŽ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŝŶĨůƵĞŶĐĞ�ŽŶ��ĂƌĚŝŶĂů��ŽůĂŶ͛Ɛ�ĚĞĐŝƐŝŽŶƐ͕�ŶŽƌ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�

                                                           
45 ag.ny.gov, accessed January 5, 2021 
46 lawandcrime.com, April 13, 2018; timesunion.com, February 15, 2018 
47 lawandcrime.com, April 13, 2018 
48 timesunion.com, February 15, 2018 
49 lawandcrime.com, April 13, 2018 
50 timesunion.com, February 15, 2018 
51 gothamgazette.com, April 4, 2018; bizjournals.com, May 8, 2018 
52 ag.ny.gov, accessed January 5, 2021; ag.ny.gov, June 14, 2018; ag.ny.gov, accessed January 5, 2021 
53 ag.ny.gov, accessed January 5, 2021 

https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/verified-petition.pdf
https://lawandcrime.com/high-profile/democratic-governor-andrew-cuomo-accused-of-looting-catholic-charity-for-slush-fund/
https://www.timesunion.com/business/article/Cuomo-s-plan-targeting-Centene-Fidelis-deal-12613417.php
https://lawandcrime.com/high-profile/democratic-governor-andrew-cuomo-accused-of-looting-catholic-charity-for-slush-fund/
https://www.timesunion.com/business/article/Cuomo-s-plan-targeting-Centene-Fidelis-deal-12613417.php
https://lawandcrime.com/high-profile/democratic-governor-andrew-cuomo-accused-of-looting-catholic-charity-for-slush-fund/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjo0cCOtY_uAhVjoFkKHQfrBGkQFjAAegQIBRAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesunion.com%2Fbusiness%2Farticle%2FCuomo-s-plan-targeting-Centene-Fidelis-deal-12613417.php&usg=AOvVaw0w6frKiKl9U_b7bRLE0I_K
https://www.gothamgazette.com/state/7587-key-takeaways-how-the-state-budget-impacts-new-york-city
https://www.bizjournals.com/buffalo/news/2018/05/08/fidelis-caresale-leads-to-3-2b-statewide.html
https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/verified-petition.pdf
https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/fidelis-responses-to-comments.pdf
https://ag.ny.gov/Fidelis
https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/fidelis-responses-to-comments.pdf
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ever disclosure of how much money the Archdiocese spends on legal matters, lobbying efforts and 
travel. The amounts of money involved in this transaction and beyond need strict oversight. Cardinal 
Dolan in opposing the Child Safety Act implied that the Archdiocese would be bankrupted if the statute 
of limitations were lifted. It is clear that the Archdiocese of New York is [not] stable enough to undertake 
ƐƵĐŚ�Ă�ǀŝƚĂů�ƌŽůĞ�ŝŶ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ͘͟54 
 
A little over a month after the Fidelis petition was submitted, in June 2018, the New York Attorney 
'ĞŶĞƌĂů�ĂƉƉƌŽǀĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂůĞ�ƚŽ��ĞŶƚĞŶĞ͕�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƚŚĞ�Ψϯ͘ϳϱ�ďŝůůŝŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƉƌŽĐĞĞĚƐ�ĂŶĚ�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ͛�ƌĞmaining 
assets would be transferred to the Mother Cabrini Health Foundation. The approval was unexpectedly 
fast; previously, during a September 2017 meeting of the Fidelis Board, Andrew Roth, an attorney 
advising Fidelis on the sale with Norton Rose FulbriŐŚƚ�h^�>>W͕�ƐĂŝĚ�͞ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ƐŝŐŶŝĨŝĐĂŶƚ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƚŽƌǇ�
ĂƉƉƌŽǀĂů�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ�^ƚĂƚĞ��ƚƚŽƌŶĞǇ�'ĞŶĞƌĂů͟ according to company filings. When 
͞ĂƐŬĞĚ�ŚŽǁ�ůŽŶŐ�ŝƚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ƚĂŬĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ��ƚƚŽƌŶĞǇ�'ĞŶĞƌĂů�ƚŽ�ĂƉƉƌŽǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�dƌĂŶƐĂĐƚŝŽŶ͕͟�ZŽƚŚ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶĚĞĚ�
that ͞ƚŚĞ�ƚŝŵŝŶŐ�ĐĂŶŶŽƚ�ďĞ�ƉƌĞĚŝĐƚĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĐĞƌƚĂŝŶƚǇ͕�ďƵƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝŶ�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ͛�ƐŝƚƵĂƚŝŽŶ͕�ŚĞ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚƐ�ŝƚ�ǁŝůů�ƚĂŬĞ�
ƐĞǀĞƌĂů�ŵŽŶƚŚƐ�ĚƵĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŐŶŝƚƵĚĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�dƌĂŶƐĂĐƚŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƌƚŝĞƐ�ŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚ͘͟55A previous similar 
merger between Colorado-based Catholic Health Initiatives and the non-Catholic San Francisco-based 
�ŝŐŶŝƚǇ�,ĞĂůƚŚ�ƚŽŽŬ�ŽǀĞƌ�Ă�ǇĞĂƌ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞ͕�ĨŽƌŵŝŶŐ��ŽŵŵŽŶ^Ɖŝƌŝƚ�,ĞĂůƚŚ͕�͞Ă�ŶĞĂƌůǇ�ΨϯϬ�ďŝůůŝŽŶ�
ŚĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ�ŐŝĂŶƚ͟�ǁŝƚŚ�ϭϰϮ�ŚŽƐƉŝƚĂůƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŽǀĞƌ�ϰϬϬ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ĐĂƌĞ�ĨĂĐŝůŝƚŝĞƐ͘�dŚĞ�ƉĂƌƚŝĞƐ�ŝŶŝƚŝĂůůǇ�
͞ĂŐƌĞĞĚ�ƚŽ ƚŚĞ�ŵĞƌŐĞƌ�ŝŶ��ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ�ϮϬϭϳ�ĂĨƚĞƌ�ƐŝŐŶŝŶŐ�Ă�ůĞƚƚĞƌ�ŽĨ�ŝŶƚĞŶƚ�ϭϯ�ŵŽŶƚŚƐ�ĞĂƌůŝĞƌ͕͟�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶ�
�ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ�ϮϬϭϳ͕�ƚŚĞ�ĂƌĐŚďŝƐŚŽƉƐ�ŝŶ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽů�ŽĨ��,/�͞ĂŐƌĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƐĞĞŬ�Ă�ƌĞǀŝĞǁ�ďǇ�Ă�ŚŝŐŚĞƌ�ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƚǇ͗�ƚŚĞ�
Vatican, which has the ultimate authority to reject or modify dealƐ͘͟�dŚĞ�sĂƚŝĐĂŶ�ƵůƚŝŵĂƚĞůǇ�ƐŝŐŶĞĚ�ŽĨĨ�ŽŶ�
the deal in October 2018, and the merger was completed in February 2019. According to Nonprofit 
YƵĂƌƚĞƌůǇ͕�͞KŶĞ�ŵĂƚƚĞƌ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĂĚ�ŚĞůĚ�ƵƉ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞƌŐĞƌ�ǁĂƐ�ŐĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ĂƉƉƌŽǀĂů�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƚƚŽƌŶĞǇ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂů͛Ɛ�
office of the state ŽĨ��ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŽŶůǇ�ƚŽŽŬ�ƉůĂĐĞ�ŽŶ�EŽǀĞŵďĞƌ�Ϯϭ͕�ϮϬϭϴ͘͟56  
 
The Mother Cabrini Health Foundation was officially formed in May 2018. Two months later, in July 2018 
following completion of the sale to Centene, Fidelis reportedly transferred $4.3 billion in assets to the 
&ŽƵŶĚĂƚŝŽŶ͕�ĂůůŽǁŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�&ŽƵŶĚĂƚŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƐĞƌǀĞ�ĂƐ�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ͛�ŐƌĂŶƚŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ĨŽƵŶĚĂƚŝŽŶ͘�Ψϭ͘4 billion of this 
amount was reportedly transferred to the Foundation explicitly to satisfy required payments to New 
York State and other charitable grants ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞƚƚůĞŵĞŶƚ�ĨƌĂŵĞǁŽƌŬ�ĂŚĞĂĚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂůĞ͛Ɛ�
approval.57 Additionally, under terms of the agreement with the New York Attorney General, Centene 
ĨŽƌŵĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ�YƵĂůŝƚǇ�,ĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ��ŽƌƉŽƌĂƚŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ŽƉĞƌĂƚĞ�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ͛�ďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ�
maintained operations as the New York State Catholic Health Plan until its individual and Medicare 
contracts were transitioned to Centene.58 In September 2018, Cardinal Timothy Dolan published a piece 
in Catholic New York about how the proceeds of the Fidelis ƐĂůĞ�ǁĞƌĞ�ŶŽƚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞŶĞĨŝƚ�ŽĨ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ͛Ɛ�
ďŝƐŚŽƉƐ͘�,Ğ�ǁƌŽƚĞ͕�͞dŚĞ�Ψϯ͘ϯ�ďŝůůŝŽŶ�ƉƌŽĐĞĞĚƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂůĞ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƵƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚ�ƚŚĞ�DŽƚŚĞƌ��ĂďƌŝŶŝ�
Health Foundation. This money is not owned by the bishops, but is in a protected foundation for service 
to thĞ�ƉŽŽƌ͕�ƐŝĐŬ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĞůĚĞƌůǇ͘͟59  
 
While the regulatory approval of the Fidelis deal unfolded in 2018, the Assembly again passed the Child 
Victims Act, only to be stopped by a razor-thin Republican majority in the state Senate that refused to 
allow the bill to go to the floor for a vote. But in November 2018, Democrats won control of the state 

                                                           
54ag.ny.gov, accessed January 5, 2021; poughkeepsiejournal.com, April 17, 2017 
55 ny.gov, accessed January 5, 2021; ag.ny.gov, accessed January 5, 2021 
56 nonprofitquarterly.org, February 4, 2019; wsj.com, May 14, 2018;  
57 bizjournals.com, May 8, 2018 
58 projects.propublica.org, accessed January 6, 2021; irs.gov, accessed January 5, 2021; ny.gov, accessed January 5, 2021 
59  cny.org, September 26, 2018 

https://ag.ny.gov/fidelis/fidelis-comments?page=34
https://www.poughkeepsiejournal.com/story/opinion/valley-views/2017/04/17/father-repenning-takes-exception-removal-holy-trinity/100435670/
https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/verified-petition.pdf
https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/oag-approval-of-fidelis-transaction.pdf
https://nonprofitquarterly.org/record-merger-creates-nations-largest-nonprofit-catholic-healthcare-company/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/is-this-hospital-takeover-permitted-ask-the-catholic-church-1526290201
https://www.bizjournals.com/buffalo/news/2018/05/08/fidelis-caresale-leads-to-3-2b-statewide.html
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/113153422/201903189349312025/full
https://apps.irs.gov/pub/epostcard/cor/830590263_201812_990PF_2020021417148715.pdf
https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/verified-petition.pdf#page=19
https://www.cny.org/stories/important-new-posts-for-two-priests,17913?
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^ĞŶĂƚĞ͕�ƐĞĐƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ďŝůů͛Ɛ�ĐŚĂŶĐĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƉĂƐƐĂŐĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŝƌƐƚ�ƚŝŵĞ�ƐŝŶĐĞ�ŝƚ�ǁĂƐ�ŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐĞĚ�ŝŶ�ϮϬϬϲ͘�/Ŷ�
January 2019, the church launched a final last-ditch effort to stop the passage of the bill, including a 
published op-ĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ��ĂƌĚŝŶĂů��ŽůĂŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐĂůůĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ůĞŐŝƐůĂƚŝŽŶ�͞ĂŶ�ĂƚƚĂĐŬ�ŽŶ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ͛Ɛ��ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ�
ĨĂŵŝůǇ͘͟60 The effort failed, and the bill was overwhelmingly approved by both the Assembly and the 
Senate. Governor CuomŽ�ƐŝŐŶĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ďŝůů�ŝŶ�&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ�ϮϬϭϵ͕�ŽĨĨŝĐŝĂůůǇ�ĞǆƚĞŶĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞ͛Ɛ�ƐƚĂƚƵƚĞ�ŽĨ�
limitations for childhood sexual abuse and creating a one-year look-back window.61  
 
In April 2019, the Mother Cabrini Health Foundation officially announced its full executive leadership 
team, revealing its CEO to be Monsignor Gregory Mustaciulo, a former vicar reportedly considered to be 
"the second most powerful person in the New York Archdiocese.͟62 The announcement confirmed that, 
ĚĞƐƉŝƚĞ��ŽůĂŶ͛Ɛ�ƉƌĞǀŝŽƵƐ�ĐŽŵŵĞŶƚƐ͕��ŚƵƌĐŚ�ůĞĂders would retain tight control over the operations of 
the foundation and its finances; in fact, a specialty delegate to the delegation was hired with the role of 
ƐĞƌǀŝŶŐ�ĂƐ��ŽůĂŶ͛Ɛ�ĚĞůĞŐĂƚĞ.63 In addition, a review of the by-laws for Fidelis Care and the by-laws for the 
Mother Cabrini Health Foundation confirm that the two organizations have nearly identical leadership 
with the eight bishops of New York as members, holding the same powers and authorities at the 
Foundation that they held at Fidelis.64 
 
The Child Victims Act took effect in August 2019, immediately prompting the filing of hundreds of 
lawsuits against the Dioceses of New York in courts throughout the state. Less than a month later, the 
Diocese of Rochester became the first New York diocese to file for bankruptcy. By October 2020, three 
more dioceses in the state ʹ Buffalo, Syracuse, and Rockville Centre - joined Rochester, making half of 
EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ͛Ɛ eight Dioceses officially insolvent and rendering all its victims into creditors. Despite the 
supposed insolvency of individual dioceses, however, the Church ʹ and its foundation ʹ still thrives. In 
2020 alone, the Mother Cabrini Foundation distributed $200 million in funds, including $150 million in 
its first round of grants and another $50 million in response to the coronavirus pandemic. Records show 
that many of the funds were distributed directly to Catholic charities in the state, confirming that even 
as the CŚƵƌĐŚ͛Ɛ�ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂů�ŚŽůĚŝŶŐƐ�ƌŝƐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĨĂůů͕�ŝƚ͛Ɛ�ƉƌŽǀĞŶ�ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐǇ�ŽĨ�legislative influence, legal 
maneuvering, and complex asset rearrangement ensure that the bulk of its assets remain legally 
protected and out of the hands of victims.65 
  

                                                           
60 nydailynew.com, January 17, 2019 
61 nyassembly.gov, May 1, 2018; poststar.com, May 6, 2018; nytimes.com, January 28, 2019 
62 prnewswire.com, March 4, 2020; churchmilitant.com, September 17, 2018 
63 nydailynews.com, September 1, 2020 
64 ag.ny.gov, May 7, 2018 
65 13wham.com, August 14, 2019; prnewswire.com, March 4, 2020; assets.website-files.com, March 31, 2020; philanthropynewsdigest.org, 
April 2, 2020; nytimes.com, October 1, 2020 

https://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/ny-oped-defending-the-church-from-cuomo-20190117-story.html
https://nyassembly.gov/Press/files/20180501b.php
https://poststar.com/opinion/editorial/editorial-state-senate-needs-to-pass-child-victims-act/article_059d6d9a-b6cd-50c0-a5ce-3833e0016f75.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/28/nyregion/child-sex-abuse-victims.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/mother-cabrini-health-foundation-releases-first-round-of-grants-to-improve-health-and-human-services-across-new-york-state-301016806.html
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/ny-archdiocese-shake-up-after-ag-launches-criminal-probe
https://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/ny-rob-astorino-senate-definers-bullpen-20200901-kmmtr3xrdnedlnkajlh4fblyh4-story.html
https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/verified-petition.pdf
https://13wham.com/news/local/amid-lawsuits-diocese-of-rochester-files-for-ch-11-bankruptcy
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/mother-cabrini-health-foundation-releases-first-round-of-grants-to-improve-health-and-human-services-across-new-york-state-301016806.html
https://assets.website-files.com/5c87c39c3af90332396dcb33/5ea748c270b4834f43afaf54_50M%20Covid%20Grants%20updated%204-15-20.docx%20(3).pdf
https://philanthropynewsdigest.org/news/mother-cabrini-foundation-commits-50-million-for-covid-19-response
https://philanthropynewsdigest.org/news/mother-cabrini-foundation-commits-50-million-for-covid-19-response
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/01/nyregion/rockville-centre-diocese-bankruptcy.html
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APPENDIX 
 

TIMELINE OF KEY EVENTS IN NEW YORK 
 
The following is a timeline showing major actions taken by the Archdiocese of New York and its 
suffragan dioceses related to the founding, growth, and sale of Fidelis Care to Centene Corp. This 
ƚŝŵĞůŝŶĞ�ĂůƐŽ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ�ƐŝŐŶŝĨŝĐĂŶƚ�ĚĂƚĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŵŝůĞƐƚŽŶĞƐ�ƌĞůĂƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ��ŚƵƌĐŚ͛Ɛ�ĞĨĨŽƌƚƐ�ƚŽ�ƉƌĞǀĞŶƚ�ƚŚĞ�
eventual passage of New zŽƌŬ͛Ɛ��ŚŝůĚ�sŝĐƚŝŵƐ��Đƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƵďƐĞƋƵĞŶƚ�ďĂŶŬƌƵƉƚĐŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƐŽŵĞ�ŽĨ�ŝƚƐ�
suffragan dioceses. 
 

1993 
 

x In 1993, Fidelis Care New York ǁĂƐ�ĨŽƵŶĚĞĚ�͞ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�Catholic Medical Center of Brooklyn and 
Queens͘͟�/ƚ�ǁĂƐ�ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂůůǇ�ƐƉŽŶƐŽƌĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�Diocese of Brooklyn anĚ�͞ŵĂŶĂŐĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐĂƌĞ�ŽĨ�ŽŶůǇ�
ϭϳ͕ϬϬϬ�DĞĚŝĐĂŝĚ�ƌĞĐŝƉŝĞŶƚƐ�ŝŶ��ƌŽŽŬůǇŶ�ĂŶĚ�YƵĞĞŶƐ͘͟��ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�Ă�ĐŽŶƐŽůŝĚĂƚĞĚ�ĨŝŶĂŶĐŝĂů�
statement, the New York State Catholic Health Plan, Inc. ;����&ŝĚĞůŝƐ��ĂƌĞ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬͿ�͞ǁĂƐ�
incorporated in the State of New York on May 13, 1993 as a not-for-profit membership 
ĐŽƌƉŽƌĂƚŝŽŶ͙ Fidelis commenced operations on October 1, 1993, with member eligibility 
ďĞĐŽŵŝŶŐ�ĞĨĨĞĐƚŝǀĞ�EŽǀĞŵďĞƌ�ϭ͕�ϭϵϵϯ͘͟66 
 

1995 
 

x DŽĚĞƌŶ�,ĞĂůƚŚĐĂƌĞ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�͞/Ŷ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƉƌŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ϭϵϵϱ͕�the eight bishops of New York agreed to 
create a statewide plan based on the church's vision of serving the poor, the medically 
ƵŶĚĞƌƐĞƌǀĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�Ăƚ�ůĂƌŐĞ͕͟�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�͞ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ďŝƐŚŽƉƐΖ�ƐƉŽŶƐŽƌƐŚŝƉ͕�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ�
sought required state approvals and raised enough money from the diocese, hospitals, Catholic 
charities and other constituents to capitalize the statewide expansion over a two- to three-year 
ƉĞƌŝŽĚ͘͟67  
 

x �ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ��ƵĨĨĂůŽ�EĞǁƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽƵŶĚĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ�͞ďĞŐĂŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŝŶŬ�ďŝŐ͟�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�
election of Gov. George Pataki iŶ�ϭϵϵϱ͕�ĂƐ�ŚĞ�͞ĞŶĚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞΖƐ�ƚŝŐŚƚ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽů�ŽĨ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ĐĂƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�
encouraged competition in a marketplace previously dominated by not-for-profit hospitals and 
ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ŝŶƐƵƌĂŶĐĞ�ĐŽŵƉĂŶŝĞƐ͘͟68 
 

1996 
 

x �ĨƚĞƌ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀŝŶŐ�ŝƚƐ�ĂƉƉƌŽǀĞĚ��ĞƌƚŝĨŝĐĂƚĞ�ŽĨ��ƵƚŚŽƌŝƚǇ͕�͞Fidelis executed a contract, effective 
October 1, 1996, with the City of New York Office of Medicaid Management Care. This contract 
authorized Fidelis to enroll Medicaid beneficiaries in the five boroughs of the City of New 
zŽƌŬ͘͟69 

                                                           
66 projects.propublica.org, accessed January 6, 2021; nytimes.com, August 22, 1997; buffalonews.com, April 13, 1998; nydailynews.com, June 
24, 2017; lawandcrime.com, April 13, 2018 
67 modernhealthcare.com, September 1, 1997 
68 buffalonews.com, April 13, 1998 
69 projects.propublica.org, accessed January 6, 2021 

https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/113153422
https://www.nytimes.com/1997/08/22/nyregion/catholic-hmo-is-buying-a-larger-for-profit-organization.html
https://buffalonews.com/news/church-sponsored-fidelis-expanding-rapidly/article_da0ec319-2853-58b8-b699-888b297d1716.html
https://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/child-victims-act-adults-sexually-abused-kids-quietly-dies-article-1.3274973
https://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/child-victims-act-adults-sexually-abused-kids-quietly-dies-article-1.3274973
https://lawandcrime.com/high-profile/democratic-governor-andrew-cuomo-accused-of-looting-catholic-charity-for-slush-fund/
https://www.modernhealthcare.com/article/19970901/PREMIUM/709010345/unafraid-of-medicaid-catholic-sponsored-hmo-buys-for-profit-rival-expanding-new-york-network
https://buffalonews.com/news/church-sponsored-fidelis-expanding-rapidly/article_da0ec319-2853-58b8-b699-888b297d1716.html
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/113153422
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1997 
 

x The Buffalo News repoƌƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�͞ƚŚĞ�eight state dioceses decided to jointly sponsor Fidelis and 
ƚŽ�ĞǆƉĂŶĚ�ŝƚƐ�ƌĞĂĐŚ͟�ŝŶ�ϭϵϵϳ͘�WƌĞǀŝŽƵƐůǇ͕�ŝŶ�ϭϵϵϲ͕�ƚŚĞ�Catholic Medical Center of Brooklyn and 
Queens ŚĂĚ�ĂƐŬĞĚ�͞ĨŽƌ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ĂƉƉƌŽǀĂů�ƚŽ�ůŝŶŬ�ŝƚƐ�DĞĚŝĐĂŝĚ�ŵĂŶĂŐĞĚ�ĐĂƌĞ�Ăƌŵ͕�ĐĂůůĞĚ�Fidelis, with 
ƚŚĞ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ŵĂŝŶƚĞŶĂŶĐĞ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƚŝŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ƐĞǀĞŶ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ĚŝŽĐĞƐĞƐ͘͟70 

 
x /Ŷ��ƵŐƵƐƚ�ϭϵϵϳ͕�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ��ĂƌĞ�ĂŶŶŽƵŶĐĞĚ�͞ƚŚĞ�ĂĐƋƵŝƐŝƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƐƐĞƚƐ�ŽĨ�Better Health Plan Inc. 

from Coastal Physician Group Inc͘͟�ĂĨƚĞƌ�ĨŽƌŵĂů�ĂƉƉƌŽǀĂů�ǁĂƐ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�EĞǁ�York State 
Department of Health. Fidelis paid $7.75 million for Better Health Plan and nearly tripled its 
enrollment as a result, gaining about 40,000 patients around the state to join the 22,000 
patients that were being served by Fidelis in New York City. At the time, then-Fidelis President 
ĂŶĚ���K�DŝŬĞ�>ĂŶĞ�͞ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽŶĞǇ�ƚŽ�ďƵǇ��ĞƚƚĞƌ�,ĞĂůƚŚ�ĐĂŵĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŝŽĐĞƐĞƐ͕��ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ�
ĐŚĂƌŝƚŝĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŽƐƉŝƚĂůƐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ͘͟71 

 

2005 
 

x /Ŷ�^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ�ϮϬϬϱ͕�͞Fidelis acquired 100% interest in CenterCare, Inc.͟��ĐĐŽƌding to the 
YƵĞĞŶƐ�'ĂǌĞƚƚĞ͕�ŝŶ�:ƵŶĞ�ϮϬϬϱ͕�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ�ĂŶŶŽƵŶĐĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƚ�͞ƐŝŐŶĞĚ�Ă�ĚĞĨŝŶŝƚŝǀĞ�ĂŐƌĞĞŵĞŶƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�
Ryan Community Health Network (RCHN) and CenterCare, resulting in a change of sponsorship 
for the New York City-based Medicaid managed-ĐĂƌĞ�ĐŽŵƉĂŶǇ͘͟��ĞnterCare served 
͞ĂƉƉƌŽǆŝŵĂƚĞůǇ�ϴϰ͕ϬϬϬ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�DĞĚŝĐĂŝĚ͕��ŚŝůĚ�,ĞĂůƚŚ�WůƵƐ�ĂŶĚ�&ĂŵŝůǇ�
,ĞĂůƚŚ�WůƵƐ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ͘͟��ĞŶƚĞƌ�ĂƌĞ�ǁĂƐ�ůĂƚĞƌ�ŵĞƌŐĞĚ�ŝŶƚŽ�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ�ŝŶ�ϮϬϬϴ͘72 

 

2006 
 

x New York State Assemblywoman Margaret Markey ͞ĨŝƌƐƚ�introduced her bill, titled the Child 
Victims Act ŽĨ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ͕�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ��ƐƐĞŵďůǇ�ŝŶ�ϮϬϬϲ͘͟�dŚĞ�ůĞŐŝƐůĂƚŝŽŶ�͞ǁĂƐ�ƉĂƐƐĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�
�ƐƐĞŵďůǇ�ďƵƚ�ďůŽĐŬĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�^ĞŶĂƚĞ�ŝŶ�ϮϬϬϲ͘͟73  

 

2008 
 

x /Ŷ��ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ�ϮϬϬϴ͕�͞Fidelis acquired all assets and liabilities and assumed operations of a former 
joint venture and established Fidelis Care at Home (FCAH), a Medicaid long-term care capitated 
ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�Ez^�K,�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ�^ƚĂƚĞ��ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�,ĞĂůƚŚ͘͟�dŚĞ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƐ�
͞ŚŽŵĞ͕�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶƐƚŝƚƵƚŝŽŶĂůůǇ�ďĂƐĞĚ͕�ůŽŶŐ-term care services to persons who are 
eligible for Medicaid and who have been certified as appropriate candidates for nursing home 
ƉůĂĐĞŵĞŶƚ͘͟74 

 

                                                           
70 buffalonews.com, December 19, 2015͖��ƌĂŝŶ͛Ɛ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ��ƵƐŝŶĞƐƐ͕��Ɖƌŝů�ϭϱ͕�ϭϵϵϲ 
71 nytimes.com, August 22, 1997; modernhealthcare.com, September 1, 1997; buffalonews.com, December 19, 2015; Business Wire, August 21, 
1997 
72 projects.propublica.org, accessed January 6, 2021; qgazette.com, June 15, 2005 
73 catholiccourier.com, March 26, 2009 
74 projects.propublica.org, accessed January 6, 2021; qgazette.com, June 15, 2005 

https://buffalonews.com/news/local/a-mission-in-health-insurance-has-fidelis-care-growing-fast-in-amherst/article_22cd613e-d4f2-5391-bdc4-eaead8342ab2.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1997/08/22/nyregion/catholic-hmo-is-buying-a-larger-for-profit-organization.html
https://www.modernhealthcare.com/article/19970901/PREMIUM/709010345/unafraid-of-medicaid-catholic-sponsored-hmo-buys-for-profit-rival-expanding-new-york-network
https://buffalonews.com/news/local/a-mission-in-health-insurance-has-fidelis-care-growing-fast-in-amherst/article_22cd613e-d4f2-5391-bdc4-eaead8342ab2.html
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/113153422
https://www.qgazette.com/articles/fidelis-care-centercare-sign-agreement/
https://catholiccourier.com/articles/legislators-explain-positions-on-proposed-bills
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/113153422
https://www.qgazette.com/articles/fidelis-care-centercare-sign-agreement/
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2009 
 

x In January 2009, Salus Administrative Services, Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of Fidelis, and 
Salus IPA, LLC, a wŚŽůůǇ�ŽǁŶĞĚ�ƐƵďƐŝĚŝĂƌǇ�ŽĨ�^ĂůƵƐ͕�ďĞŐĂŶ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐ�͞ƉŚĂƌŵĂĐǇ�ďĞŶĞĨŝƚ�
ŵĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ�ƚŽ�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ�ĞŵƉůŽǇĞĞƐͬĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶƚƐ͘͟�^ĂůƵƐ�
Administrative Services was first created by Fidelis in July 2004, and Salus IPA was created by 
Salus in January 2008.75 

 
x In 2009, the Child Victims Act of New York failed in the Assembly for the first time. The New 

zŽƌŬ�dŝŵĞƐ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ͕�͞dŚŝƐ�ǁĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ǇĞĂƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞƌĞŶŶŝĂů�ůĞŐŝƐůĂƚŝŽŶ�ĂƉƉĞĂƌĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŚĂǀĞ�Ă�ĐŚĂŶĐĞ͘�/ƚ�
had already passed in the Assembly by wide margins in 2006, 2007 and 2008. And though the 
State Senate had blocked the bill in the past, a new Democratic majority there appeared likely to 
make New York one of three states with a law allowing people to sue their alleged molesters 
during a specific grace period ŶŽ�ŵĂƚƚĞƌ�ŚŽǁ�ůŽŶŐ�ĂŐŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĂďƵƐĞ�ƚŽŽŬ�ƉůĂĐĞ͘͟�,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕�
͞�ƐƐĞŵďůǇ�ůĞĂĚĞƌƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƵŶĐŽŶǀŝŶĐĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ��ƐƐĞŵďůǇǁŽŵĂŶ�DĂƌŐĂƌĞƚ�DĂƌŬĞǇ�ŚĂĚ�ƚŚĞ�ǀŽƚĞƐ�ƚŽ�
win, and had yanked her bill from the calendar, ending its prospects in the near term and raising 
questions aboƵƚ�ŝƚƐ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ǀŝĂďŝůŝƚǇ͘͟76 
 

x Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio of Brooklyn told the New York Post in 2009, the Child Victims Act ͞ŝƐ�
ŐŽŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ďĂŶŬƌƵƉƚ�ƚŚĞ��ŚƵƌĐŚ͘͟��ŝDĂƌǌŝŽ�ǁĂƐ�͞ĂĐĐƵƐĞĚ�ŽĨ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ŚŝƐ�ďƵůůǇ�ƉƵůƉŝƚ�ƚŽ�ďůĂĐŬŵĂŝů�
legislators over a molestation bill he opƉŽƐĞƐ͘͟�,Ğ�ƚŽůĚ�͞ƐƚĂƚĞ�ůĂǁŵĂŬĞƌƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĞ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ĐůŽƐĞ�
churches in their districts Ͷ and blame them for the shutdowns Ͷ if they backed a bill making it 
easier for sexual-ĂƐƐĂƵůƚ�ǀŝĐƚŝŵƐ�ƚŽ�ƐƵĞ�ůŽĐĂů�ƉĂƌŝƐŚĞƐ͘͟77 

 

2010 
 

x /Ŷ�ϮϬϭϬ͕�͞ŝŶ�ŝƚƐ�ĨŝĨƚŚ�ǇĞĂƌ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�EĞǁ�York] legislative calendar, the bill, known as the Child 
Victims Act͕�ǁĂƐ�ĚĞĨĞĂƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�Ă�^ĞŶĂƚĞ�ĐŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŝƌƐƚ�ǀŽƚĞ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞĂƐƵƌĞ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƐĞƐƐŝŽŶ͘͟�
�ƐƐĞŵďůǇǁŽŵĂŶ�DĂƌŐĂƌĞƚ�DĂƌŬĞǇ�ŶŽƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�͞ŝŶ�ŽŶĞ�ƐĞŶƐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ǀŽƚĞ�ŽŶ�tĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ�
ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞĚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ͘�͚KƵƌ ďŝůů�ŚĂƐ�ŶĞǀĞƌ�ĞǀĞŶ�ĐŽŵĞ�ƚŽ�Ă�ǀŽƚĞ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�^ĞŶĂƚĞ͕͛�ƐŚĞ�ƐĂŝĚ͘�
͚^Ž�ǁĞ�ĨĞĞů�ƚŚŝƐ�ǁĂƐ�ĂŶ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƐƚĞƉ͛͘͟78 

 

2012 
 

x In March 2012, according to the New York Daily News, Cardinal Dolan ͞ƌŝƉƉĞĚ�ŝŶƚŽ�Ă�
longstanding proposal that would extend the statute of limitations against priests accused of 
ƉĂƐƚ�ƐĞǆƵĂů�ĂďƵƐĞ͟�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ĂŶ�͞ĂŶŶƵĂů��ůďĂŶǇ�ůŽďďǇŝŶŐ�ƚƌŝƉ͘͟��ŽůĂŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞΖƐ�ďŝƐŚŽƉƐ�
ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚůǇ�͞ŵĞƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�'Žǀ͘��ƵŽŵŽ�ĂŶĚ�ůĞŐŝƐůĂƚŝǀĞ�ůĞĂĚĞƌƐ�ǁŚŝůĞ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ��ĂƉŝƚŽů͟�ĂŶĚ�͞�ŽůĂŶ�
described his powwow with Cuomo as 'pĂƌƚŝĐƵůĂƌůǇ�ĨƌŝĞŶĚůǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƚŝǀĞ͘Ζ͟79 
 

                                                           
75 buffalonews.com, December 19, 2015; nytimes.com, August 22, 1997 
76 nytimes.com, August 9, 2009 
77 nypost.com, June 1, 2009 
78 nytimes.com, June 2, 2010 
79 nydailynews.com, March 13, 2012 
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https://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/10/nyregion/10abuse.html
https://nypost.com/2009/06/01/bishop-is-defiant-on-threats/
https://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/03/nyregion/03abuse.html
https://www.nydailynews.com/news/cardinal-dolan-puts-faith-courts-not-obama-article-1.1037754
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x /Ŷ�DĂǇ�ϮϬϭϮ͕�ƚŚĞ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ�dŝŵĞƐ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�͞�ĂƌĚŝŶĂů�dŝŵŽƚŚǇ��ŽůĂŶ�ŚĂƐ�ŵĂĚĞ�ĚĞĨĞĂƚŝŶŐ�
ƐƚĂƚƵƚĞ�ŽĨ�ůŝŵŝƚĂƚŝŽŶƐ�ƌĞĨŽƌŵ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ŚŝƐ�ƚŽƉ�ůĞŐŝƐůĂƚŝǀĞ�ƉƌŝŽƌŝƚŝĞƐ͘͟80 

 

2015  
 

x The Buffalo News Reported in 2015 that Fidelis͕�͞ŽƉĞƌĂƚĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŝŐŚƚ��ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ�ĚŝŽĐĞƐĞƐ�ŽĨ�EĞǁ�
zŽƌŬ͕�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�Ă�Śŝƚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�Ez�^ƚĂƚĞ�ŽĨ�,ĞĂůƚŚ�ĞǆĐŚĂŶŐĞ͕͟�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�͞&ŝĚĞůŝƐ��ĂƌĞ�ƌĂŶŬĞĚ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�
most-popular insurer across the state on the marketplace for the enrollment period that ended 
ŝŶ�&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ͘͟�dŚĞ �ƵĨĨĂůŽ�EĞǁƐ�ŶŽƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�͞ŵĞŵďĞƌƐŚŝƉ�ŝŶ�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ��ĂƌĞΖƐ�ůŝŶĞƐ�ŽĨ�ďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐ�ƌŽƐĞ�
ƐƚĞĂĚŝůǇ͕�ĨƌŽŵ�Ϯϱϲ͕ϭϰϮ�ŝŶ�ϮϬϬϱ�ƚŽ�ϲϳϯ͕ϳϱϮ�ĨŝǀĞ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ůĂƚĞƌ�ƚŽ�ϭ͘ϯ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ͟�ŝŶ�ϮϬϭϱ͘81 

 
x �ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ZŽĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ��ĞŵŽĐƌĂƚ�ĂŶĚ��ŚƌŽŶŝĐůĞ͕�ĨƌŽŵ�ϮϬϭϰ�ƚŽ�ϮϬϭϱ͕�͞&ŝĚĞůŝƐ��ĂƌĞ�ĞĂƌŶĞĚ�

$6.7 billion in revenue from insurance premiums. For the 2015 year, the nonprofit had a net 
ŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ŽĨ�ΨϮϭϱ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ͘͟82 
 

x �ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ͛�ƉĞƚŝƚŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ��ƚƚŽƌŶĞǇ�'ĞŶĞƌĂů�ƌĞŐĂƌĚŝŶŐ�ŝƚƐ�ƐĂůĞ�ƚŽ��ĞŶƚĞŶĞ͕�ŝŶ�
2015, Fidelis ďĞŐĂŶ�Ă�͞strategic assessment͟�ŽĨ�ŝƚƐ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ͘�/Ŷ�ƉĂƌƚŝĐƵůĂƌ͕�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ�͞ƐƉĞŶƚ�
approximately one year carefully assessing its operations, resources and the overall future 
viability of its business lines and considered various strategic options, including potential 
operational diversification strategies, geographical expansion outside of New York, joint 
ǀĞŶƚƵƌĞƐ�Žƌ�ŵŽŶĞƚŝǌĂƚŝŽŶ͘͟83 
 

x �ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ��ƵĨĨĂůŽ�EĞǁƐ͕�ƚŚĞ��ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ��ŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞ�͞ƐƉĞŶƚ�ΨϮ͘ϭ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ŽŶ�ůŽďďǇŝƐƚƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�
ϮϬϬϳ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ϮϬϭϱ͕�Žƌ�ĂŶ�ĂǀĞƌĂŐĞ�ŽĨ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ΨϮϯϬ͕ϬϬϬ�Ă�ǇĞĂƌ͕͟�ƚŽ�͞ŚĞĂĚ�ŽĨĨ͟�ƚŚĞ��ŚŝůĚ�sŝĐƚŝŵƐ�
Act. In a 2015 letter to U.S. Attorney Preet Bahara, John Aretakis said that lobbyist Patricia Lynch 
of Lynch and Associates, previously a top aid to former Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, 
͞ĞĨĨĞĐƚŝǀĞůǇ�ĨůŝƉƉĞĚ�ƚŚĞ��ƐƐĞŵďůǇ�ƐƉĞĂŬĞƌ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŝƐƐƵĞ͘͟��ƌĞƚĂŬŝƐ�ǁƌŽƚĞ͕�͞&ƌŽŵ�ϮϬϬϱ�ƚŽ�ϮϬϭϬ͕�
Mr. Silver supported a statute of limitations 'windows' legislation that would let childhood 
sexual abuse victims sue even if the abuse was 20 or 30 years ago. Then about five years ago, 
the Catholic Conference was successful in getting Patricia Lynch to lobby for them. At that time, 
/�ǁĂƐ�ƚŽůĚ�ďǇ�Ă�ĐŽůůĞĂŐƵĞ�ǁŚŽ�ǁŽƌŬƐ�ĨŽƌ�DƐ͘�>ǇŶĐŚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ΖǁŝŶĚŽǁƐΖ�ůĞŐŝƐůĂƚŝŽŶ�ǁĂƐ�ĚĞĂĚ͘͟84 

 

2016 
 

x /Ŷ�&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ�ϮϬϭϲ͕�͞Fidelis created a wholly owned subsidiary, Rego Park Office Tower, LLC 
;ZWKdͿ͕͟�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ǁĂƐ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĞĚ�ĂƐ�Ă�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ�^ƚĂƚĞ�ŶŽƚ-for-profit organization. Rego Park is the 
owner of the Fidelis headquarters at 95-25 Queens Boulevard in Rego Park, Queens, New York. 
Sale of the 11-story office building for nearly $140 million was completed in March 2017.85 

 
x /Ŷ�ŝƚƐ�ƉĞƚŝƚŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ��ƚƚŽƌŶĞǇ�'ĞŶĞƌĂů͕�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ�ƐƚĂƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ�ŝƚƐ�͞ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐŝĐ�

ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚ͕͟�ŝŶ�ϮϬϭϲ͕�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ͛��ŽĂƌĚ�ŽĨ��ŝƌĞĐƚŽƌƐ ͞ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ă�ƐĂůĞ�ŽĨ�WĞƚŝƚŝŽŶĞƌ͛Ɛ�

                                                           
80 nytimes.com, May 7, 2012 
81 buffalonews.com, December 19, 2015 
82 democratandchronicle.com, October 5, 2016 
83 ny.gov, accessed January 6, 2021 
84 buffalonews.com, May 7, 2018 
85 projects.propublica.org, accessed January 6, 2021; regoparkofficetower.com, accessed January 6, 2021; therealdeal.com, April 12, 2017 

https://www.nytimes.com/2012/05/07/opinion/more-time-for-justice.html
https://buffalonews.com/news/local/a-mission-in-health-insurance-has-fidelis-care-growing-fast-in-amherst/article_22cd613e-d4f2-5391-bdc4-eaead8342ab2.html
https://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/money/2016/10/03/fidelis-care-jobs-rochester-health-insurance/90688186/
https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/verified-petition.pdf
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/113153422
http://www.regoparkofficetower.com/
https://therealdeal.com/2017/04/12/lefrak-sells-rego-park-office-building-for-140m/
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insurance operations would be in the best interest of Petitioner [Fidelis] and its Members [the 
ĞŝŐŚƚ��ŝŽĐĞƐĂŶ��ŝƐŚŽƉƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�^ƚĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ��ĐĐůĞƐŝĂƐƚŝĐĂů�WƌŽǀŝŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ͘͟�dŚĞŶ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�ŚĞůƉ�
from its financial advisor Citigroup Global Markets͕�͞ƚŚĞ��ŽĂƌĚ�ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝǌĞĚ�WĞƚŝƚŝŽŶĞƌ͛Ɛ�&ŝĚĞůŝs] 
executive management team to explore a potential sale ŽĨ�WĞƚŝƚŝŽŶĞƌ͛Ɛ�ŽƉĞƌĂƚŝŽŶƐ͘͟86 

 
x /Ŷ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚ�ŚĂůĨ�ŽĨ�ϮϬϭϲ͕�͞ŝŶŝƚŝĂƚĞĚ�an auction process in which nine prospective purchasers, 

five for-profit organizations and four not-for-profit organizations, were identified and invited to 
ƐƵďŵŝƚ�ŽĨĨĞƌƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĂĐƋƵŝƐŝƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƚŝĂůůǇ�Ăůů�ŽĨ�WĞƚŝƚŝŽŶĞƌ͛Ɛ�ĂƐƐĞƚƐ͘͟�KŶůǇ�ƚǁŽ�ďŝĚƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�
received during the first phase of the auction, and Centene did not initially submit a bid. The 
two bids that were received were presented to &ŝĚĞůŝƐ͛��ŽĂƌĚ�ŽĨ��ŝƌĞĐƚŽƌƐ in December 2016.87 

 
x dŚĞ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ��ĂŝůǇ�EĞǁƐ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�:ƵŶĞ�ϮϬϭϲ�ƚŚĂƚ�͞ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�>ĞŐŝƐůĂƚƵƌĞ�ĞŶĚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ϮϬϭϲ�

ůĞŐŝƐůĂƚŝǀĞ�ƐĞƐƐŝŽŶ�͙�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ĂĐƚŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�ůĞŐŝƐůĂƚŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ŚĞůƉ�ĐŚŝůĚ�ƐĞǆ�ĂďƵƐĞ�ƐƵƌǀŝǀŽƌƐ͟�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�
͞ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�Assembly, a push to pass a recently amended Child Victims Act never made it to the 
ĨůŽŽƌ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ǀŽƚĞ͟�ĂĨƚĞƌ�ŵŽǀŝŶŐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ĐŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ͘�dŚĞ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ�ĂĚĚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂĚǀŽĐĂƚĞƐ�ďĞůŝĞǀĞĚ�
ƚŚĞǇ�ŚĂĚ�͞ŵŽŵĞŶƚƵŵ�ŚĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ϮϬϭϳ�ůĞŐŝƐůĂƚŝǀĞ�ƐĞƐƐŝŽŶ͟�ĂŶĚ�ŚŽƉĞĚ�ƚŽ�͞ƐĞĞ�ƚŚe measure 
ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŝƌƐƚ�ϯϬ�ĚĂǇƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǁ�ƐĞƐƐŝŽŶ͘͟88 
 

x �ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ��ƵĨĨĂůŽ�EĞǁƐ͕�͞ƚŚĞ��ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ��ŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞ�ĚŝƐĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞĚ�ŝƚƐ�ƌĞůĂƚŝŽŶƐŚŝƉ�ǁŝƚŚ�
Lynch and Associates in 2016, after Silver was convicted and prosecutors preparing for his 
sentenĐŝŶŐ�ƌĞǀĞĂůĞĚ�^ŝůǀĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�>ǇŶĐŚ�ŚĂĚ�ŚĂĚ�ĂŶ�ĂĨĨĂŝƌ͘͟89 
 

x In October 2016, the Archdiocese of New York ͞ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ĂŶ�ŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶƚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ͟�ƚŽ�͞ĂůůŽǁ�
victims of sexual abuse by members of the clergy to apply for compensation from the church, 
even for abuse claiŵƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂƌĞ�ĚĞĐĂĚĞƐ�ŽůĚ͘͟�dŚĞ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ŐŝǀĞŶ�͞ƚŚĞ�ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�
ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞ�ǁŚŽ�ŝƐ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ĐŽŵƉĞŶƐĂƚŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŽǁ�ŵƵĐŚ�ŝƐ�ĂǁĂƌĚĞĚ͟�ĂĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�
ŽĨĨŝĐŝĂůƐ͘�/Ŷ�ĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶ͕�͞ƚŚĞ�ĂƌĐŚĚŝŽĐĞƐĞ�ƐĂŝĚ�ŝƚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ďŽƌƌŽǁ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵƉĞŶƐĂƚŝŽŶ�ŵŽŶĞǇ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�
could ĞĂƐŝůǇ�ƌƵŶ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶƐ͘͟�dŚĞ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ�dŝŵĞƐ�ŶŽƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�͞ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵƉĞŶƐĂƚŝŽŶ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ͕�
ŝŶ�ƐŽŵĞ�ǁĂǇƐ͕�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ͛Ɛ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ͟�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�Child Victims Act͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�͞ůŝŵŝƚ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉŽƚĞŶƚŝĂů�ĨŽƌ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ůŝƚŝŐĂƚŝŽŶ͘͟90 
 

2017 
 

x After presenting the first two bids ƚŚĂƚ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ͛�ĂƐƐĞƚƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ��ŽĂƌĚ�ŽĨ�
Directors in December 2016, the bids were presented to &ŝĚĞůŝƐ͛�DĞŵďĞƌƐ, i.e., the eight 
bishops of New York͕�ŝŶ�&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ�ϮϬϭϳ͘��ŽƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�͞�ŽĂƌĚ�ĂŶĚ�DĞŵďĞƌƐ�ĂŐƌĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞ�ƚŚĞ�
second phase of negotiations ǁŝƚŚ�ďŽƚŚ�ďŝĚĚĞƌƐ͘͟�,ŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕�͞ŶĞŝƚŚĞƌ�ŶĞŐŽƚŝĂƚŝŽŶ�ůĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĂŶ�
ĂŐƌĞĞŵĞŶƚ͘͟�DŝŶƵƚĞƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�Ă�^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ�ϮϬϭϳ��ŽĂƌĚ�ŵĞĞƚŝŶŐ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ�ŝŶ�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ͛�ƉĞƚŝƚŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�
New York Attorney General indicated that Fidelis received an offer from United HealthGroup.91 

 
x �ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ͛�ƉĞƚŝƚŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ��ƚƚŽƌŶĞǇ�'ĞŶĞƌĂů͕�ĂĨƚĞƌ�͞ĞǆƉŝƌĂƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�

contractually agreed-ƵƉŽŶ�ĞǆĐůƵƐŝǀŝƚǇ�ƉĞƌŝŽĚƐ͟�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŝƌƐƚ�ƚǁŽ�ďŝĚƐ͕�Centene contacted Fidelis 

                                                           
86 ny.gov, accessed January 6, 2021 
87 ny.gov, accessed January 6, 2021 
88 nydailynews.com, June 18, 2016 
89 buffalonews.com, May 7, 2018 
90 nytimes.com, October 7, 2016 
91 ny.gov, accessed January 6, 2021 

https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/verified-petition.pdf
https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/verified-petition.pdf
https://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/n-y-legislature-fails-reach-deal-child-victims-act-article-1.2678410
https://buffalonews.com/news/local/new-yorks-catholic-bishops-ramp-up-lobbying-against-child-victims-act/article_85508806-b801-51cd-876c-8006b62274d5.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/07/nyregion/new-york-archdiocese-compensation-sexual-abuse-victims.html
https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/verified-petition.pdf
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͞ǁŝƚŚ�ĂŶ�offer for the purchase of substantially all of Petitioneƌ͛Ɛ�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ͛�ĂƐƐĞƚƐ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ǁĂƐ�
ƐƵƉĞƌŝŽƌ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĞĂƌůŝĞƌ�ďŝĚƐ�WĞƚŝƚŝŽŶĞƌ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ͘͟�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ�ĂŶĚ��ĞŶƚĞŶĞ�ďĞŐĂŶ�negotiations in July 
2017.92 
 

x In the 2017 Legislative Session, according to the New York Daily News, the state Assembly 
͞ƉĂƐƐĞĚ�ƚŚĞ��ŚŝůĚ�sŝĐƚŝŵƐ��ct for the first time since 2008. Gov. Cuomo introduced an identical 
version of the bill, but it died in the Senate without coming to the floor for a vote. Sen. Jeffrey 
Klein, the Bronx Democrat who leads a group of eight breakaway Senate Dems aligned with the 
'KW͕�ŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐĞĚ�Ă�ĐŽŵƉƌŽŵŝƐĞ�ďŝůů�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂůƐŽ�ĚŝĚ�ŶŽƚ�ŵĂŬĞ�ŝƚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĨůŽŽƌ͘͟93 

 
x dŚĞ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ��ĂŝůǇ�EĞǁƐ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�:ƵŶĞ�ϮϬϭϳ�ƚŚĂƚ�͞ǁŚĞŶ�ŝƚ�ĐĂŵĞ�ƚŽ�ĂŐĂŝŶ�ŬŝůůŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ��ŚŝůĚ�

sŝĐƚŝŵƐ��Đƚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǇĞĂƌ͕�ĨĞǁ�ƐƚĞƉƉĞĚ�ĨŽƌǁĂƌĚ�ƚŽ�ƚĂŬĞ�ĐƌĞĚŝƚ͕͟�ŶŽƚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�͞dŚĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞ Catholic 
Conference headed by Timothy Cardinal Dolan and New Yorkers for Constitutional Freedoms, a 
statewide evangelical Christian advocacy organization, were the only groups to outline in writing 
ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŽƉƉŽƐŝƚŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ůĞŐŝƐůĂƚŝŽŶ͘͟�/Ŷ�ŝƚƐ�ŵĞŵŽ�ŽĨ�ŽƉƉŽsition to the bill, the Catholic Conference 
ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚůǇ�͞ĐĂůůĞĚ�ƐĞǆƵĂů�ĂďƵƐĞ�͚Ă�ƐŽĐŝĞƚĂů�ƐĐŽƵƌŐĞ͛�ďƵƚ�ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƚŝŽŶ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ŶŽƚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�
the bill mainly because it creates a one-year window to revive old cases that are time-barred 
ƵŶĚĞƌ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ůĂǁ͘͟94 
 

x On September 7, 2017, a special meeting was held for the Fidelis Board of Directors about 
�ĞŶƚĞŶĞ͛Ɛ�ďŝĚ ƚŽ�ĂĐƋƵŝƌĞ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƚŝĂůůǇ�Ăůů�ŽĨ�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ͛�ĂƐƐĞƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�Ψϯ͘ϳϱ�ďŝůůŝŽŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ϭϱ�ǀŽƚŝŶŐ�
board members present unanimously voted in favor of the offer. Fidelis and Centene then 
͞ĞŶŐĂŐĞĚ�ŝŶ�ĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶĂů�ŶĞŐŽƚŝĂƚŝŽŶƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƌĞƐƉĞĐƚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�Purchase agreement͕͟�ƐŽ�Ă�ƐĞĐŽŶĚ�
special meeting was called on September 12, 2017, during which the 15 voting board members 
present again voted unanimously on the modified offer. Subsequently on September 12, 2017, a 
special meeting was held of the eight Members of Fidelis (bishops of New York), who also 
͞ǀŽƚĞĚ�ƵŶĂŶŝŵŽƵƐůǇ�ƚŽ�ĂƉƉƌŽǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�dƌĂŶƐĂĐƚŝŽŶ͘͟95 
 

x After the Fidelis Board of Directors and Members voted in favor of the offer, Centene Corp. 
ƉƵďůŝĐůǇ�ĂŶŶŽƵŶĐĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŐƌĞĞŵĞŶƚ�͞ƚŽ�ƉƵƌĐŚĂƐĞ�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ�ĨŽƌ�Ψϯ͘ϳϱ�ďŝůůŝŽŶ-with the funds 
reportedly going to a charitable foundation administered by New York's Catholic bishops͘͟�
According to minutes from the September 12th Board meeting, Cardinal Timothy Dolan also was 
ĐŚĂƌŐĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĐĂůůŝŶŐ�͞ƚŚĞ�Governor and Attorney General ƚŽ�EŽƚŝĨǇ�ƚŚĞŵ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�dƌĂŶƐĂĐƚŝŽŶ͘͟96 
 

x On September 18, 2017, Fidelis and Centene filed a pre-merger notification under the Hart-
Scott-Rodino Anti-Trust Review (HSR) with the U.S. Department of Justice and U.S. Federal 
Trade Commission. Early termination of the waiting period under the HSR Act was granted on 
^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ�Ϯϵ͕�ϮϬϭϳ͕�ŵĞĂŶŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�&d��͞ĚŝĚ�ŶŽƚ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞƌŐĞƌ͘͟97 
 

x In December 2017, The New York Times reported ƚŚĂƚ�͞ĂĐƚŝǀŝƐƚƐ�ŚŽƉĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǇĞĂƌ�ƚŚĞǇ�ǁŝůů�
ƐƵĐĐĞĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƌĞ�ĂĚǀĂŶĐŝŶŐ�Ă�ŶĞǁ͕�ŵŽƌĞ�ĂŐŐƌĞƐƐŝǀĞ�ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐǇ�ƚŽ�ƉĂƐƐ͟�ƚŚĞ��ŚŝůĚ�sŝĐƚŝŵƐ��Đƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�
ƉůĂŶŶĞĚ�ƚŽ�͞ƚŽ�ĂŐŐƌĞƐƐŝǀĞůǇ�ƚĂƌŐĞƚ�ƐƉĞĐŝĨŝĐ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ƐĞŶĂƚŽƌƐ͕�ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇ�ŝŶ�ĐŽŵƉĞƚŝƚŝǀĞ�ƐƵďƵƌďĂŶ�

                                                           
92 ny.gov, accessed January 6, 2021 
93 nydailynews.com, June 24, 2017; nytimes.com, May 11, 2017 
94 nydailynews.com, June 24, 2017 
95 ny.gov, accessed January 5, 2021 
96 lawandcrime.com, April 13, 2018; ny.gov, accessed January 6, 2021 
97 ny.gov, accessed January 6, 2021; ny.gov, accessed January 6, 2021; stltoday.com, April 23, 2018 

https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/verified-petition.pdf
https://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/child-victims-act-adults-sexually-abused-kids-quietly-dies-article-1.3274973
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/11/nyregion/outdated-laws-unpunished-child-abusers.html
https://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/child-victims-act-adults-sexually-abused-kids-quietly-dies-article-1.3274973
https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/verified-petition.pdf
https://lawandcrime.com/high-profile/democratic-governor-andrew-cuomo-accused-of-looting-catholic-charity-for-slush-fund/
https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/verified-petition.pdf
https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/verified-petition.pdf
https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/oag-approval-of-fidelis-transaction.pdf
https://www.stltoday.com/business/local/centene-gains-approvals-for-fidelis-purchase-still-waiting-on-new-york-ag/article_0e7d9b27-0c98-5b17-9a73-de5c81537245.html
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districts, with effoƌƚƐ�ůŝŬĞ�ĚŝŐŝƚĂů�ĂĚǀĞƌƚŝƐŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ŐĞƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ͘͟�dŚĞ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ�^ƚĂƚĞ��ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ�
�ŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚůǇ�ƐĂŝĚ�ŝŶ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�͞ǁŚŝůĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞ͛Ɛ�ďŝƐŚŽƉƐ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ĨŽƌǁĂƌĚ-looking 
legislation to raise the statute of limitations, they opposed the window that might open the 
ĐŚƵƌĐŚ�ƵƉ�ƚŽ�ĚĞĐĂĚĞƐ�ǁŽƌƚŚ�ŽĨ�ĐůĂŝŵƐ͟�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�͞ĚŝŽĐĞƐĞƐ�ŝŶ�DŝŶŶĞƐŽƚĂ�ĂŶĚ��ĞůĂǁĂƌĞ�ŚĂĚ�ĨŝůĞĚ�
ĨŽƌ�ďĂŶŬƌƵƉƚĐǇ�ĂĨƚĞƌ�Ă�ĨůŽŽĚ�ŽĨ�ƐĞǆƵĂů�ĂďƵƐĞ�ĐůĂŝŵƐ͘͟98 

 

2018 
 

x In early 2018, Gov. Andrew Cuomo ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�͞ƚŽ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ůĂǁ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂůĞ�ŽĨ�
nonprofit health plans to for-profit insurers to help make up for the possible loss of federal 
ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ͘͟��ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�dŝŵĞƐ-hŶŝŽŶ͕�͞ƵŶĚĞƌ��ƵŽŵŽΖƐ�ĞǆĞĐƵƚŝǀĞ�ďƵĚŐĞƚ͕�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ǁŽƵůĚ�
claim a big portion of the proceeds for a ͚ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ĐĂƌĞ�ƐŚŽƌƚĨĂůů�ĨƵŶĚ͛ set up to alleviate potential 
ĨĞĚĞƌĂů�ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ĐƵƚƐ͘͟��ƵŽŵŽ͛Ɛ�ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƚŝŽŶ�ĐŽŶƚĞŶĚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�͞closing a legal 
loophole͟�ǁŚĞƌĞ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ�^ƚĂƚĞ�ŝŶƐƵƌĂŶĐĞ�ůĂǁ�ĂůůŽǁĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ƚŽ�ŬĞĞƉ�͞90 percent of the 
proceeds when a nonprofit health company converts to a for-ƉƌŽĨŝƚ�ĐŽŵƉĂŶǇ͕͟�ƐŝŶĐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ůĂǁ�
did not apply to health maintenance organizations (HMOs) like Fidelis.99 

 
x 'Žǀ͘��ƵŽŵŽ͛Ɛ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĂů�ƚŽ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƐƵƌĂŶĐĞ�ůĂǁ�ĚƌĞǁ�͞ƚŚĞ�ŝƌĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŚĞĂĚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�Roman 

Catholic Diocese of Albany͘͟��ƵƌŝŶŐ�Ă�ũŽŝŶƚ�ďƵĚŐĞƚ�ŚĞĂƌŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ�ϮϬϭϴ͕�͞Bishop Edward 
Scharfenberger ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŐŽǀĞƌŶŽƌΖƐ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĂů�ŝƐ�͚ŝůůĞŐĂů͛�ĂŶĚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ĂĨĨĞĐƚ�ƚŚĞ��ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ��ŚƵƌĐŚΖƐ�
ĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ĐĂƌĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ŝŶ�ŶĞĞĚ͘͟100 

 
x On March 30, 2018, Fidelis and the State of New York ͞ĂŐƌĞĞĚ�ŽŶ�Ă�framework for settlement 

that would result in an approximately $3.2 billion foundation while at the same time providing a 
ŵŽŶĞƚĂƌǇ�ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�^ƚĂƚĞ͘͟�hŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞƚƚůĞŵĞŶƚ͕�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ�ĂŐƌĞĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ŵĂŬĞ�Ă�
Ψϭ�ďŝůůŝŽŶ�ƉĂǇŵĞŶƚ�͞ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�^ƚĂƚĞ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�ϯϬ�ĚĂǇƐ�ŽĨ�ĐůŽƐŝng and that that an additional payment of 
ΨϰϬϬ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ŵĂĚĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�^ƚĂƚĞ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�ϭϴ�ŵŽŶƚŚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�/ŶŝƚŝĂů�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ�WĂǇŵĞŶƚ͘͟�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ�
ĂůƐŽ�ĂŐƌĞĞĚ�͞ƚŽ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ĂŶ�ĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶĂů�ΨϭϬϬ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ƉĂŝĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽƌŵ�ŽĨ�ƚǁŽ�ĞƋƵĂů�
$50 million charitaďůĞ�ŐƌĂŶƚƐ͕͟�ŽŶĞ�ŝŶ�ϮϬϮϭ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚ�ŝŶ�ϮϬϮϮ͘101 
 

x On March 30, 2018, Centene entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with the State of 
New York ĂƐ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ŝƚƐ�ĂƉƉƌŽǀĂů�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ�dƌĂŶƐĂĐƚŝŽŶ͘�hŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�DKh͕��ĞŶƚĞŶĞ�ĂŐƌĞĞĚ�͞ƚŽ�
contribute to the StatĞ�ΨϯϰϬ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ƉĂǇĂďůĞ�ŝŶ�ĨŝǀĞ�ĞƋƵĂů�ŝŶƐƚĂůůŵĞŶƚƐ�ŽǀĞƌ�ĨŝǀĞ�ǇĞĂƌƐ͕͟�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�
DKh�ĂůƐŽ�ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝǌĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�^ƚĂƚĞ�ǁŽƵůĚ�͞ĂůƐŽ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞ�ĨƌŽŵ��ĞŶƚĞŶĞ�Ăƚ�ůĞĂƐƚ�ΨϭϲϬ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ŝŶ�
ĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶĂů�ƚĂǆĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĨĞĞƐ�ĂƐ�Ă�ƌĞƐƵůƚ�ŽĨ��ĞŶƚĞŶĞ͛Ɛ�ŽƉĞƌĂƚŝŽŶ�ĂƐ�Ă�ĨŽƌ-profit health insurer in New 
zŽƌŬ�^ƚĂƚĞ͘͟102 
 

x On April 18, 2018, the New York State Department of Financial Services ĂƉƉƌŽǀĞĚ�͞,ĂůůŵĂƌŬ͛Ɛ�
application to become a licensed insurer ŝŶ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ͕͟�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ǁĂƐ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ�͞ƚŽ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�
ƌĞŝŶƐƵƌĂŶĐĞ͟�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŐƌĞĞŵĞŶƚƐ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ�Ănd Centene. Hallmark Life Insurance 
�ŽŵƉĂŶǇ�ŝƐ�͞ĂŶ��ƌŝǌŽŶĂ�ĚŽŵŝĐŝůĞĚ�ŝŶƐƵƌĂŶĐĞ�ƐƵďƐŝĚŝĂƌǇ�ŽĨ��ĞŶƚĞŶĞ͘͟103 
 

                                                           
98 nytimes.com, December 6, 2017 
99 timesunion.com, February 15, 2018  
100 timesunion.com, February 15, 2018 
101 ny.gov, accessed January 6, 2021 
102 ny.gov, accessed January 6, 2021 
103 ny.gov, accessed January 6, 2021 
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x On April 20, 2018, the New York State Department of Health ĂƉƉƌŽǀĞĚ�͞Ă�͚ĐŚĂŶŐĞ�ŽĨ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽů͛�
application͟�ĨŝůĞĚ�ďǇ�Fidelis and Centene on October 23, 201ϳ͘�dŚĞ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƚŝŽŶ�͞ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚĞĚ�
ĂƉƉƌŽǀĂů�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂůĞ�ŽĨ�WĞƚŝƚŝŽŶĞƌ͛Ɛ�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ�ĂƐƐĞƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ůŝĂďŝůŝƚŝĞƐ͟�ƚŽ��ĞŶƚĞŶĞ�ĂŶĚ�͞ƚŚĞ�ƚƌĂŶƐĨĞƌ�ŽĨ�
ƚŚĞ�dƌĂŶƐĂĐƚŝŽŶ�ƉƌŽĐĞĞĚƐ�ĂŶĚ�Ăůů�ĂƐƐĞƚƐ�ŽĨ�WĞƚŝƚŝŽŶĞƌ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�&ŽƵŶĚĂƚŝŽŶ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ��ůŽƐŝŶŐ͘͟�
�ĚĚŝƚŝŽŶĂůůǇ͕�͞ƚŚĞ��ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�,ĞĂůƚŚ�ĂƉƉƌŽǀĞĚ�EĞǁ�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ��ĂƌĞ͛Ɛ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƚŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ŽƉĞƌĂƚĞ�
Medicaid Child Health Plus, Health and Recovery Plan (HARP), and Managed Long-Term Care 
(MLTC) (excluding Medicare lines oof business) programs in all 62 counties and issued New 
Fidelis Care a Certificate of Authority͘͟104 
 

x On April 4, 2018, the Fidelis Members ;ďŝƐŚŽƉƐ�ŽĨ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬͿ�ŵĞƚ�ƚŽ�͞ĂƉƉƌŽǀĞ�Ă�ǀĂƌŝĞƚǇ�ŽĨ�ŝƚĞŵƐ͕�
ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂǇŵĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ�^ƚĂƚĞ͟�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�reorganization of Fidelis after the Closing. 
Under this reorganization, the New York State Catholic Health Plan, Inc. ͞ǁŝůů�ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂů�ĂŶĚ�DĞĚŝĐĂƌĞ�ĐŽŶƚƌĂĐƚƐ�ƵŶƚŝů�ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�ƚƌĂŶƐŝƚŝŽŶĞĚ�ƚŽ��ĞŶƚĞŶĞ͕͟�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�Mother 
Cabrini Health Foundation͕�͞Ă�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ�ĐŚĂƌŝƚĂďůĞ�ĐŽƌƉŽƌĂƚŝŽŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŝĚĞŶƚŝĐĂů�
DĞŵďĞƌƐ͕͟�ǁŝůů�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ƚŚe grantmaking foundation. The Fidelis Members unanimously 
approved these matters, and the Fidelis Board later approved them on May 3, 2018.105 
 

x dŚĞ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ��ƐƐĞŵďůǇ�͞ƉĂƐƐĞĚ�ůĞŐŝƐůĂƚŝŽŶ�ŬŶŽǁŶ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�Child Victims Act] to bring justice to 
victims of childhooĚ�ƐĞǆƵĂů�ĂďƵƐĞ͘͟��ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�Ă�DĂǇ�ϮϬϭϴ�ĞĚŝƚŽƌŝĂů�ŝŶ�dŚĞ�WŽƐƚ�^ƚĂƌ͕�͞tŚĂƚ�
stands in the way of the Child Victims Act becoming law is the state Senate, where Republicans 
hold a razor-thin majority and Majority Leader John Flanagan has refused to let the measure 
ĐŽŵĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĨůŽŽƌ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ǀŽƚĞ͘͟106 

 
x On May 7, 2018, Fidelis ĨŝůĞĚ�Ă�ƉĞƚŝƚŝŽŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�KĨĨŝĐĞ�ŽĨ�͞ƚŚĞ�KĨĨŝĐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�New York State 

Attorney General͙ƉƵƌƐƵĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�^ĞĐƚŝŽŶƐ�ϱϭϬ�ĂŶĚ�ϱϭϭ-a of the Not-for-Profit Corporation Law 
for approval of an application to ƐĞůů�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƚŝĂůůǇ�Ăůů�ŽĨ�ŝƚƐ�ĂƐƐĞƚƐ͘͟� 
 

x From May 7 to May 23, 2020, the New York Attorney General invited interested parties to 
submit public comments in regards to the sale of Fidelis. The AG later announced that the office 
ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚ�͞almost 6,000 comments in response to the Notice, almost all of which provided 
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƚƌĂŶƐĂĐƚŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƉƌŽĐĞĞĚƐ͕͟�ĂŶĚ�͞�ƉƉƌŽǆŝŵĂƚĞůǇ�ϰϬ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�
ĂŶĚ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƚŝŽŶƐ�ƌĂŝƐĞĚ�ŝƐƐƵĞƐ�ĐŽŶĐĞƌŶŝŶŐ�Žƌ�ŽƉƉŽƐĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚƌĂŶƐĂĐƚŝŽŶ͘͟107 
 

x The New York Attorney General approved the sale of Fidelis on June 14, 2018. According to 
minutes from the September 7, 2017 Fidelis Board meeting, Andrew Roth, an attorney advising 
&ŝĚĞůŝƐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂůĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�EŽƌƚŽŶ�ZŽƐĞ�&ƵůďƌŝŐŚƚ�h^�>>W͕�ƐĂŝĚ�͞ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ƐŝŐŶŝĨŝĐĂŶƚ�ƌĞŐƵůĂƚŽƌǇ�
approvaů�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ�^ƚĂƚĞ��ƚƚŽƌŶĞǇ�'ĞŶĞƌĂů͘͟�ZŽƚŚ�ĂůƐŽ�ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĞ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚĞĚ�
ĂƉƉƌŽǀĂů�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ��'�͞ǁŝůů�ƚĂŬĞ�ƐĞǀĞƌĂů�ŵŽŶƚŚƐ�ĚƵĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŐŶŝƚƵĚĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�dƌĂŶƐĂĐƚŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉĂƌƚŝĞƐ�ŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚ͘͟108 

 
x On July 2, 2018, Centene ĂŶŶŽƵŶĐĞĚ�͞ƚŚĂƚ͕�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ�ƚŚe receipt of all required regulatory 

approvals, Centene has completed its acquisition of substantially all of the assets of Fidelis Care 
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107 prnewswire.com, June 14, 2018; ag.ny.gov, June 14, 2018; ag.ny.gov, accessed January 6, 2021 
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in a transaction valued at $3.75 billion, making Fidelis Care Centene's health plan in New York 
^ƚĂƚĞ͘͟109 
 

x As part of the sale, Centene ĂĐƋƵŝƌĞĚ�͞ƚŚĞ�ŶĂŵĞ�͚&ŝĚĞůŝƐ��ĂƌĞ͛͟�ĂŶĚ�͞ĨŽƌŵĞĚ�New York Quality 
Healthcare Corporation, a wholly-ŽǁŶĞĚ�ƐƵďƐŝĚŝĂƌǇ͕�ƚŽ�ŽƉĞƌĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐĞƐ�ĂĐƋƵŝƌĞĚ͟�ĨƌŽŵ�
&ŝĚĞůŝƐ͘��ĞŶƚĞŶĞ�ǁĂƐ�ƚŽ�͞ŽƉĞƌĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ĐĂƌĞ�ĞŶƚĞƌƉƌŝƐĞ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŶĂŵĞ͕͟�ǁŚŝůĞ�maintaining 
ƚŚĞ�͞ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ĞǆĞĐƵƚŝǀĞ�ŵĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ�ƚĞĂŵ͟�Žƌ�&ŝĚĞůŝƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŚĞĂĚƋƵĂƌƚĞƌƐ�ŝŶ�ZĞŐŽ�WĂƌŬ͕�
Queens, New York.110 
 

x According to its Form 990, on July 2, 2018, Fidelis Care͕�ŬŶŽǁŶ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�͞Fidelis Legacy Plan͟�
following the sale to Centene, transferred a total of about $7.48 billion in assets. Centene 
Corporation received a total of about $3.16 billion in assets, including about $2 billion in cash & 
cash equivalents, $492.3 million in assets whose use is limited, and $345.4 million in net 
premium receivables. The Mother Cabrini Health Foundation received a total of nearly $4.32 
million, including $3.55 million in cash & cash equivalents, and $766.9 million in investments. As 
of the end of 2018, Fidelis Legacy Plan reported net assets of nearly $157.17 million, down from 
its net assets of $2.12 billion for the end of 2017.111 
 

x On its 2018 Form 990, the Mother Cabrini Health Foundation ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�͞ĂŵŽƵŶƚƐ�
transferred to the Cabrini Foundation [from the Fidelis sale] included the payments necessary 
for Fidelis to satisfy $1.4 billion in payments to the state, and are being held by the Cabrini 
&ŽƵŶĚĂƚŝŽŶ͘͟�dŚĞ�&Žƌŵ�ϵϵϬ�ƌĞĨůĞĐƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ψϭ�ďŝůůŝŽŶ�ǁĂƐ�ƉĂŝĚ�ŝŶ�ϮϬϭϴ͕�ΨϰϬϬ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ƌĞŵĂŝŶƐ�ƚŽ�
be paid, and the Foundation also is charged with making $50 million in grants in each of 2021 
and 2022 under the agreement. The Foundation reported total assets of $3.32 billion at the end 
of 2018 and net assets of $2.83 billion. Additionally, no grants were made in 2018.112 
 

x Rego Park Office Tower, LLC ǁĂƐ�ĂŵŽŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�͞Excluded Assets͟�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�Purchase Agreement 
between Centene and Fidelis. In its 2018 Form 990, Fidelis Legacy Plan reported that it was the 
͞ĚŝƌĞĐƚ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽůůŝŶŐ�ĞŶƚŝƚǇ͟�ŽĨ�ZĞŐŽ�WĂƌŬ�KĨĨŝĐĞ�dŽǁĞƌ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŚĂĚ�ĞŶĚ-of-year assets of about 
$148.7 million.113 

 
x In September 2018, the New York Attorney General ďĞŐĂŶ�ĂŶ�͞ĞǆƚĞŶƐŝǀĞ�ŝŶǀĞƐƚŝŐĂƚŝŽŶ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�

ƐĞǆƵĂů�ĂďƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ�ĚŝŽĐĞƐĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ��ŚƵƌĐŚ͙ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚƐ�
ŽĨ�ƉƌŝĞƐƚƐ�ĂĐĐƵƐĞĚ�ŽĨ�ƐĞǆƵĂů�ĂďƵƐĞ�ǁŚŽ�ŚĂĚ�ďĞĞŶ�ďĂƐĞĚ�ŝŶ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ͘͟��Ɛ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
investigation, subpoenas were issued to the Archdiocese of New York and the states other 
seven individual dioceses.114 

 
x /Ŷ�EŽǀĞŵďĞƌ�ϮϬϭϴ͕�͞�ĞŵŽĐƌĂƚƐ�ǁŽŶ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽů�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�^ĞŶĂƚĞ͟�ŝŶ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ�^ƚĂƚĞ͕�ƌĞǀŝǀŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ��ŚŝůĚ�

Victims Act, according to the New York Times.115 
 

                                                           
109 prnewswire.com, July 2, 2018 
110 ny.gov, accessed January 6, 2021 
111 projects.propublica.org, accessed January 6, 2021; projects.propublica.org, accessed January 6, 2021 
112 irs.gov, accessed January 6, 2021 
113 ny.gov, accessed January 5, 2021; projects.propublica.org, accessed January 5, 2021 
114 ag.ny.gov, November 23, 2020 
115 nytimes.com, January 28, 2019 

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/centene-completes-transaction-with-fidelis-care-300675485.html#:~:text=LOUIS%2C%20July%202%2C%202018%20%2F,valued%20at%20%243.75%20billion%2C%20making
https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/verified-petition.pdf#page=19
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https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/28/nyregion/child-sex-abuse-victims.html
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x The Mother Cabrini Health Foundation received a letter on November 7, 2018 from the Internal 
Revenue Service ƚŚĂƚ�ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�&ŽƵŶĚĂƚŝŽŶ�ǁĂƐ�͞ĞǆĞŵƉƚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĨĞĚĞƌĂů�ŝŶĐŽŵĞ�ƚĂǆ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�
Internal Revenue Code (IRC) Section 501(c)(3)͘͟116 
 

2019 
 

x In January 2019, Cardinal Dolan published an op-ed in the New York Daily News on the 
͞ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ��ŚŝůĚ�sŝĐƚŝŵƐ��Đƚ͕͟�ĐĂůůŝŶŐ�ŝƚ�͞ĂŶ�ĂƚƚĂĐŬ�ŽŶ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ͛Ɛ��ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ�ĨĂŵŝůǇ͟�ĂŶĚ�ĐƌŝƚŝĐŝǌŝŶŐ�
'ŽǀĞƌŶŽƌ��ƵŽŵŽ�ĨŽƌ�͞ƐŝŶŐůŝŶŐ�ƵƐ�ŽƵƚ�ĂƐ�ŽƉƉŽŶĞŶƚƐ�ŽĨ�ůĞŐŝƐůĂƚŝŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ�ŽďũĞĐƚ�ƚŽ�ĨŽƌ�many 
ƌĞĂƐŽŶƐ͘͟117 
 

x /Ŷ�ůĂƚĞ�:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ�ϮϬϭϵ͕�ůĞƐƐ�ƚŚĂŶ�ƚǁŽ�ǁĞĞŬƐ�ĂĨƚĞƌ��ŽůĂŶ͛Ɛ�ŽƉ-ed, according to the New York Times, 
͞ďŽƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�^ĞŶĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ��ƐƐĞŵďůǇ�ŽǀĞƌǁŚĞůŵŝŶŐůǇ�ĂƉƉƌŽǀĞĚ�ƚŚĞ��ŚŝůĚ�sŝĐƚŝŵƐ��Đƚ͕�ĞŶĚŝŶŐ�Ă�
bitter, protracted battle with some of the most powerĨƵů�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞ͘͟�dŚĞ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ�
dŝŵĞƐ�ŶŽƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�͞ĞǀĞƌǇ�ƐĞŶĂƚŽƌ͕�ZĞƉƵďůŝĐĂŶ�ĂŶĚ��ĞŵŽĐƌĂƚ͕�ǀŽƚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ďŝůů�Ͷ even though it 
ŶĞǀĞƌ�ĞǀĞŶ�ĐĂŵĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�^ĞŶĂƚĞ�ĨůŽŽƌ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ǀŽƚĞ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ZĞƉƵďůŝĐĂŶ�ŵĂũŽƌŝƚǇ͘͟�dŚĞ�ĨŝŶĂů�ǀĞƌƐŝŽŶ�
ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ďŝůů�͞ŐƌĞĂƚůǇ�ĞǆƚĞŶĚƐ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ͛Ɛ�ƐƚĂƚƵƚĞƐ�ŽĨ�ůŝŵŝƚĂƚŝŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�ĐŚŝůĚŚŽŽĚ�ƐĞǆ�ĂďƵƐĞ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŚĂĚ�
ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐƌŝŵŝŶĂů�Žƌ�Đŝǀŝů�ĐŚĂƌŐĞƐ�ďĞ�ďƌŽƵŐŚƚ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƵƌǀŝǀŽƌ͛Ɛ�ϮϯƌĚ�ďŝƌƚŚĚĂǇ͕͟�ĂŶĚ�
ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǁ�ůĂǁ͕�͞ƉƌŽƐĞĐƵƚŽƌƐ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ďƌŝŶŐ�ĐƌŝŵŝŶĂů�ĐŚĂƌŐĞƐ�ƵŶƚŝů�Ă�ǀŝĐƚŝŵ�ƚƵƌŶĞĚ�Ϯϴ͕�ĂŶĚ 
ǀŝĐƚŝŵƐ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ƐƵĞ�ƵŶƚŝů�ĂŐĞ�ϱϱ͘͟�/Ŷ�ĂĚĚŝƚŝŽŶ͕�͞dŚĞ�ďŝůů�ǁŽƵůĚ�ĂůƐŽ�ĐƌĞĂƚĞ�Ă�ŽŶĞ-ǇĞĂƌ�͚ůŽŽŬ-back 
ǁŝŶĚŽǁ͕͛�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŽůĚ�ĐůĂŝŵƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĂĚ�ĂůƌĞĂĚǇ�ƉĂƐƐĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂƚƵƚĞ�ŽĨ�ůŝŵŝƚĂƚŝŽŶƐ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�
ƌĞǀŝǀĞĚ͘͟118 
 

x dŚĞ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ�͞Catholic Conference, knowing the [Child Victims Act] was likely to pass this year, 
dropped its opposition last month [January 2019] after it got the Legislature to back language 
that makes sure public institutions can also be sued during the one-year look-ďĂĐŬ�ƉĞƌŝŽĚ͘͟119 
 

x In February 2019, Governor Cuomo ͞ĨƵůĨŝůůĞĚ�ŚŝƐ�ƉƌŽŵŝƐĞ�ƚŽ�ƐŝŐŶ�ƚŚĞ�Child Victims Act, a key 
ĐŽŵƉŽŶĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ŚŝƐ�ϮϬϭϵ�:ƵƐƚŝĐĞ��ŐĞŶĚĂ͘͟120 
 

x In early 2019, New York Assemblyman Santabarbara said that Bishop Edward Scharfenberger 
͞ĂŐƌĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŝŶǀĞƐƚŝŐĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽƐƐŝďŝůŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƐĞĞŬŝŶŐ�Ă�ΨϮϬ�ŵŝllion bailout from the Mother Cabrini 
Health Foundation͟�ƚŽ�͞ĐůŽƐĞ�Ă�ƉĞŶƐŝŽŶ�ƐŚŽƌƚĨĂůů͟�ĂŵŽŶŐ�^ƚ͘��ůĂƌĞ͛Ɛ�,ŽƐƉŝƚĂů employees. 
�ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ��ĂŝůǇ�'ĂǌĞƚƚĞ͕�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĂůů�ŽĨ�ϮϬϭϴ͕�ĂďŽƵƚ�ϭ͕ϭϬϬ�ŚŽƐƉŝƚĂů�ĞŵƉůŽǇĞĞƐ�͞ǁĞƌĞ�
ĂĚǀŝƐĞĚ�ƚŚĞǇ͛Ě�ƐĞĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŵŽŶƚŚůǇ�ƉĞŶƐŝŽŶ payments reduced or eliminated in just a few months 
ƌĂƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�ƐĞǀĞƌĂů�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ͘͟��ĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŚŽƐƉŝƚĂů�ǁĂƐ�ĂĨĨŝůŝĂƚĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚƵƌŐ͕�ŝƚ�
͞ƵƐĞĚ�ĂŶ�ĞǆĞŵƉƚŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ŽƉƚ�ŽƵƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĞĚĞƌĂů�ƉĞŶƐŝŽŶ�ŐƵĂƌĂŶƚǇ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ŚĂǀĞ�
provided its retireeƐ�Ă�ƐĂĨĞƚǇ�ŶĞƚ͘͟121 
 

x In April 2019, the Mother Cabrini Health Foundation distributed a press release announcing its 
full executive leadership team, including Chief Executive Officer Monsignor Gregory Mustaciulo 
ǁŚŽ��ŚƵƌĐŚ�DŝůŝƚĂŶƚ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�͞ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĞĚ�the second most powerful person in the New 

                                                           
116 irs.gov, accessed January 5, 2021 
117 nydailynew.com, January 17, 2019 
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120 governor.ny.gov, February 14, 2019 
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zŽƌŬ�ĂƌĐŚĚŝŽĐĞƐĞ͘͟122 /Ŷ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌĞƐƐ�ƌĞůĞĂƐĞ͕��ĂƌĚŝŶĂů��ŽůĂŶ�ƐĂŝĚ�͞^ŝŶĐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĞĂƌůǇ�ϵϬ͛Ɛ͕�ƚŚĞ��ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ�
Bishops of New York State have remained steadfast in their absolute commitment to ensuring 
Fidelis Care was an organization that did right by New Yorkers and maintained our cherished 
�ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ�ǀĂůƵĞƐ͘�/ƚ͛Ɛ�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƚŝƌĞůĞƐƐ�ĞĨĨŽƌƚƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ��ĂďƌŝŶŝ�&ŽƵŶĚĂƚŝŽŶ�ǁŝůů�ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞ�
ůŝǀĞƐ�ŝŶ�ĞǀĞƌǇ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ĨŽƌ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂƚŝŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŵĞ͘͟123 
 

x ABC 13 in New York reported thĂƚ�͞ƚŚĞ�ĨůŽŽĚŐĂƚĞƐ�ŽƉĞŶĞĚ͟�ŝŶ��ƵŐƵƐƚ�ϮϬϭϵ�ǁŚĞŶ�͞ƐĞǆ�ĂďƵƐĞ�
ƐƵƌǀŝǀŽƌƐ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ�ďĞŐĂŶ�ĨŝůŝŶŐ�ůĂǁƐƵŝƚƐ�ŝŶ�ŚŽƉĞƐ�ŽĨ�ŽďƚĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ũƵƐƚŝĐĞ͘͟�tŝƚŚŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŝƌƐƚ�
ĚĂǇ͕�͞ϯϳ�ĐĂƐĞƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĨŝůĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�DŽŶƌŽĞ��ŽƵŶƚǇ��ŽƵƌƚ��ůĞƌŬ�ƉĞƌƚĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ĐŚŝůĚ�ƐĞǆ�ĂďƵƐĞ�
allegationƐ͟�ĂŶĚ�͞ŚƵŶĚƌĞĚƐ�ŽĨ�ůĂǁƐƵŝƚƐ͟�ŚĂĚ�ďĞĞŶ�ĨŝůĞĚ�ƐƚĂƚĞǁŝĚĞ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�ŵĂŶǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǀŝĐƚŝŵƐ�ŝŶ�
DŽŶƌŽĞ��ŽƵŶƚǇ�ĂůůĞŐŝŶŐ�͞ĂďƵƐĞ�ďǇ�ĐůĞƌŐǇ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�Roman Catholic Diocese of Rochester͘͟124 
 

x One month later, in September 2019, ABC reported that the Diocese of Rochester filed for 
ďĂŶŬƌƵƉƚĐǇ�ĂĨƚĞƌ�͞Ăƚ�ůĞĂƐƚ�ϰϳ�ƐĞǆ�ĂďƵƐĞ�ůĂǁƐƵŝƚƐ�ŚĂĚ�ďĞĞŶ�ĨŝůĞĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ��ŚŝůĚ�sŝĐƚŝŵƐ��Đƚ�ŝŶ�
DŽŶƌŽĞ��ŽƵŶƚǇ͕͟�ϰϱ�ŽĨ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŶĂŵĞĚ�ƚŚĞ��ŝŽĐĞƐĞ�ŽĨ�ZŽĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ�ĂƐ�Ă�ĚĞĨĞŶĚĂŶƚ͘125 

 

2020 
 

x In early March 2020, the Mother Cabrini Health Foundation announced itƐ�͞first round of 
grants͕͟�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�ŶĞĂƌůǇ�ΨϭϱϬ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ�^ƚĂƚĞ͘��ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�
&ŽƵŶĚĂƚŝŽŶ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŐƌĂŶƚƐ�ĨƵŶĚĞĚ�͞ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ϱϬϬ�ĂĐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐ͕�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶŝƚŝĂƚŝǀĞƐ�ŝŶ�ϮϬϮϬ�
focused on improving the health and quality of life for low-income and underserved 
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚŝĞƐ͘͟126 

 
x In late March 2020, the Mother Cabrini Health Foundation ĂŶŶŽƵŶĐĞĚ�ŝƚƐ�͞ĐŽŵŵŝƚŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ΨϱϬ�

million in support of efforts to address the health-related needs of New York State residents 
arising as a direct result of COVID-ϭϵ͘͟�dŚĞ�&ŽƵŶĚĂƚŝŽŶ�ƐĂŝĚ�ŝƚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�͞ĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ΨϱϬ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�
across New York State via Coronavirus Emergency Support Grants to community-based 
emergency response funds, healthcare providers, Catholic Charities affiliates serving all faiths, 
and other orgaŶŝǌĂƚŝŽŶĂů�ĞĨĨŽƌƚƐ͘͟127 

 
x The Associated Press reported in February 2020 that the Diocese of Buffalo filed for bankruptcy 

ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚŝŽŶ�ĂĨƚĞƌ�ĨĂĐŝŶŐ�͞ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ϮϱϬ�ŶĞǁ�ůĂǁƐƵŝƚƐ�ĨŝůĞĚ�ƐŝŶĐĞ��ƵŐƵƐƚ͕�ǁŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ͛Ɛ�
Child Victims Act suspended the statute of liŵŝƚĂƚŝŽŶƐ͘͟�dŚĞ��ƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞĚ�WƌĞƐƐ�ŶŽƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�͞ƚŚĞ�
ŶƵŵďĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƐƵŝƚƐ�ŝƐ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŐƌŽǁ�ƚŽ�ϰϬϬ͘͟128 
 

x In June 2020, the Diocese of Syracuse ͞ďĞĐĂŵĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŚŝƌĚ�ŽĨ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ͛Ɛ�ĞŝŐŚƚ�ĚŝŽĐĞƐĞƐ�ƚŽ�ĨŝůĞ�ĨŽƌ�
bankruptcy protection as it defends itself against more than 100 lawsuits alleging clergy sexual 
ŵŝƐĐŽŶĚƵĐƚ͟�ĂĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ��ƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞĚ�WƌĞƐƐ͘�dŚĞ��W�ŶŽƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�͞ƚŚĞ�ŵŽǀĞ�ƐŚŝĨƚƐ�ĐĂƐĞƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�
ƐƚĂƚĞ�ĐŽƵƌƚƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĞĚĞƌĂů�ĐŽƵƌƚ͕�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ĐůĂŝŵĂŶƚƐ͛�ĂƚƚŽƌŶĞǇƐ�ƐĂǇ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŚĂǀĞ�ůĞƐƐ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐ�ƚŽ�

                                                           
122 churchmilitant.com, September 17, 2018 
123 businesswire.com, April 17, 2019 
124 democraticandchronicle.com, August 14, 2019 
125 democratandchronicle.com, September 12, 2019 
126 prnewswire.com, March 4, 2020 
127 assets.website-files.com, March 31, 2020; philanthropynewsdigest.org, April 2, 2020 
128 apnews.com, February 28, 2020 

https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/ny-archdiocese-shake-up-after-ag-launches-criminal-probe
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20190416006067/en/Mother-Cabrini-Health-Foundation-Announces-Deeply-Experienced-Executive-Team
https://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/2019/08/14/child-victims-act-day-one-brings-many-lawsuits-cva-new-york-state-one-year-window/1995801001/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/mother-cabrini-health-foundation-releases-first-round-of-grants-to-improve-health-and-human-services-across-new-york-state-301016806.html
https://assets.website-files.com/5c87c39c3af90332396dcb33/5ea748c270b4834f43afaf54_50M%20Covid%20Grants%20updated%204-15-20.docx%20(3).pdf
https://philanthropynewsdigest.org/news/mother-cabrini-foundation-commits-50-million-for-covid-19-response
https://apnews.com/article/231629807a5e8eca7535b318f1cec16c
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diocesan records that could expose what church leaders knew about alleged misconduct and 
ǁŚĞŶ͘͟ 
 

x /Ŷ�KĐƚŽďĞƌ�ϮϬϮϬ͕�ƚŚĞ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ�dŝŵĞƐ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ͕�͞ĨĂĐŝŶŐ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ϮϬϬ�ůĂǁƐƵŝƚƐ�ŽǀĞƌ�ƐĞǆƵĂů�
abuse allegations, the Diocese of Rockville Centre on Long Island said on Thursday that it filed 
for bĂŶŬƌƵƉƚĐǇ͕�ƚŚĞ�ůĂƌŐĞƐƚ�ZŽŵĂŶ��ĂƚŚŽůŝĐ�ĚŝŽĐĞƐĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�hŶŝƚĞĚ�^ƚĂƚĞƐ�ƚŽ�ĚŽ�ƐŽ͘͟�dŚĞ��ŝŽĐĞƐĞ�
͞ƐĂŝĚ�ŝƚ�ǁĂƐ�ƐĞĞŬŝŶŐ�ĨŝŶĂŶĐŝĂů�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚŝŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƉĂƌƚ�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƐƐĂŐĞ�ŽĨ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ�^ƚĂƚĞ͛Ɛ�Child 
Victims Act͘͟�dŚĞ�dŝŵĞƐ�ŶŽƚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�͞�ĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ĨŝůĞĚ�ŝŶ federal bankruptcy court, 
223 cases filed against the Diocese of Rockville Centre were still pending in civil courts as of 
dƵĞƐĚĂǇ͕͟�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�͞ƚŚŽƐĞ�ůĂǁƐƵŝƚƐ�ǁŝůů�ŶŽǁ�ůŝŬĞůǇ�ďĞ�ĨƌŽǌĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƐǁĞƉƚ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƵƉĞƌǀŝƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�
bankruptcy court, where the focus wiůů�ƐŚŝĨƚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŝŽĐĞƐĞ͛Ɛ�ĨŝŶĂŶĐŝĂů�ĂƐƐĞƚƐ͘͟129 

 
x On November 23, 2020, the New York Attorney General filed a civil suit against the Diocese of 

Buffalo and its leadership, including Apostolic Administrator Edward Scharfenberger, under the 
ƐƚĂƚĞ͛Ɛ�ŶŽŶƉƌŽĨŝƚ�ůĂǁ͕�͞ĂůůĞŐŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĐŽǀĞƌĞĚ�ƵƉ�ĂůůĞŐĂƚŝŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ƐĞǆƵĂů�ŵŝƐĐŽŶĚƵĐƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŵŝƐƵƐĞĚ�
ĐŚĂƌŝƚĂďůĞ�ĂƐƐĞƚƐ�ďǇ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚŝŶŐ�ƉƌĞĚĂƚŽƌǇ�ƉƌŝĞƐƚƐ�ǁŚŽ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĂůůŽǁĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƌĞƚŝƌĞ�Žƌ�ŐŽ�ŽŶ�ůĞĂǀĞ͘͟130 

 

DIOCESE BANKRUPTCIES 
 
The following list contains states and territories where Catholic Church dioceses have filed for 
bankruptcy. Bolded states include cases that are still active.131 
 

x Alaska 
x Arizona 
x California 
x Delaware 
x Guam 
x Iowa 
x Louisiana 
x Maryland 
x Minnesota 
x Montana 
x New Jersey 
x New Mexico 
x New York 
x Oregon 
x Pennsylvania 
x Washington 
x Wisconsin 

 
The following list contains all bankruptcy filings to date of US dioceses in chronological order.132 
 

                                                           
129 nytimes.com, October 1, 2020 
130 courthousenews.com, November 23, 2020; apnews.com, November 23, 2020 
131 bishop-accountability.org, accessed January 7, 2021 
132 bishop-accountability.org, accessed January 7, 2021 

https://www.courthousenews.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/buffalo-diocese.pdf
https://apnews.com/article/new-york-sexual-misconduct-lawsuits-buffalo-richard-malone-ac6e84c7d025cf48f8d8c19ff38cd98b#:~:text=BUFFALO%2C%20N.Y.,retire%20or%20go%20on%20leave.
http://www.bishop-accountability.org/bankruptcy.htm
http://www.bishop-accountability.org/bankruptcy.htm
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x Archdiocese of Portland OR (July 6, 2004) 
x Diocese of Tucson AZ (September 20, 2004) 
x Diocese of Spokane WA (December 6, 2004) 
x Diocese of Davenport IA (October 10, 2006) 
x Diocese of San Diego CA (February 27, 2007) 
x Diocese of Fairbanks AK (March 1, 2008) 
x Oregon Province of the Jesuits (February 17, 2009) 
x Diocese of Wilmington DE & MD (October 18, 2009) 
x Archdiocese of Milwaukee WI (January 4, 2011) 
x Congregation of the Christian Brothers (April 28, 2011) 
x Diocese of Gallup NM (November 12, 2013) 
x Diocese of Stockton CA (January 15, 2014) 
x Diocese of Helena MT (January 31, 2014) 
x Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis MN (January 16, 2015) 
x Diocese of Duluth MN (December 7, 2015) 
x Diocese of New Ulm MN (March 3, 2017) 
x Diocese of Great Falls-Billings MT (March 31, 2017) 
x Crosier Fathers and Brothers MN & AZ (June 1, 2017) 
x Diocese of Winona-Rochester MN (December 3, 2018) 
x Archdiocese of Santa Fe NM (December 3, 2018) 
x Archdiocese of Agana, Guam (January 16, 2019) 
x Diocese of Rochester NY (September 12, 2019) 
x Diocese of Harrisburg PA (February 19, 2020) 
x Diocese of Buffalo NY (February 29, 2020) 
x Archdiocese of New Orleans LA (May 1, 2020) 
x Diocese of St. Cloud MN (June 15, 2020) 
x Diocese of Syracuse NY (June 19, 2020) 
x Diocese of Rockville Centre NY (October 1, 2020) 
x Diocese of Camden NJ (October 1, 2020) 

 

WINDOW AND EXTENDED TIME LIMIT STATES 
 
Window States: dŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ�ƐƚĂƚĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ũƵƌŝƐĚŝĐƚŝŽŶƐ�ƉĂƐƐĞĚ�͞ůŽŽŬďĂĐŬ�ǁŝŶĚŽǁƐ͟�ĂůůŽǁŝŶŐ�ǀŝĐƚims to 
sue regardless of when the alleged abuse occurred. 133 
 

x New York: One-year window allowing previously barred suits opened August 14. After that, suits 
allowed until age 55, up from 23 before the law was passed. 

 
x New Jersey: Two-year window opened Dec. 1. After that ends, suits allowed until age 55, up 

from 20. 
 

x California: Three-year window opens Jan. 1, 2020. Triple damages if cover-up is proven. After 
window closes, suits allowed until age 40, up from 26. 

 

                                                           
133 apnews.com, December 2, 2019 

https://apnews.com/article/2ba715a1a0ee45bc8ebe97d02b77246c
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https://apnews.com/article/2ba715a1a0ee45bc8ebe97d02b77246c


The Anderson Report on Fidelis Care and Mother Cabrini contains names of diocesan priests and other religious clerics 
associated with numerous dioceses and archdioceses. The information in this Anderson Report is derived from publicly 
available sources, claims made by survivors to the dioceses and religious orders responsible for the offenders, and legal 

settlements made as a result of claims for sexual abuse. While lawsuits were filed involving alleged perpetrators, the vast 
majority of the claims against these individuals have been settled or have not been fully evaluated in a civil or criminal 

court. Accordingly, the allegations should be considered just allegations and should not be considered proved or 
substantiated in a court of law. All individuals should be considered innocent until proven guilty. In some situations, the 

statute of limitations has expired preventing the cases from being heard in a court of law.


